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August 9, 19 96 

MEMORANDUM TO LEON PANETTA. • " 

From: Carol H. Rasco ^fit-

Subject : Weekly Report: August 3 - August 9, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WAIVERS 

Alabama Medicaid -- The state has accepted an HHS o f f e l t " t h a t 
resolves the s t a t e ' s d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e share (DSH) problem, at 
le a s t f o r the next several months. HHS had been planning t o 
with h o l d n e a r l y $100 m i l l i o n because i t b e l i e v e d t h a t the s t a t e 
was evading the l i m i t s on the Medicaid DSH program. As a r e s u l t , 
the s t a t e has been planning major budget cuts on September 1, 
i n c l u d i n g cuts i n nursing homes, and the s t a t e a t t o r n e y general 
(a Republican running f o r Sen. H e f l i n ' s seat) has been planning 
to f i l e a l a w s u i t . However, under the agreement reached the 
st a t e w i l l r eceive the money up f r o n t , and the matter w i l l be 
resolved, i f necessary, through a long-term appeals process. 

New York Medicaid -- HHS w i l l send d r a f t terms and c o n d i t i o n s t o 
New York State o f f i c i a l s i n the coming: week f o r t h e i r 
longstanding Medicaid waiver request. I t w i l l i n c lude a number 
of requirements on how to phase i n managed care t h a t the s t a t e 
may r e j e c t . HHS w i l l keep advocates and others who have concerns 
about the waiver request up to date. 

Michigan C h i l d Welfare -- Apparently, HHS i s pushing approval of 
Michigan's waiver request to block grant c h i l d w e l f a r e programs -
- a proposal t h a t the President and many other Democrats had 
fought t o remove from HR 4, the welfare b i l l . The issue may 
become p o l i t i c a l l y v o l a t i l e , and OMB has l e g i t i m a t e p o l i c y 
concerns about t h i s waiver. 

HEALTH CARE 

Medicare Subvention -- The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n sent l e g i s l a t i o n t o 
Congress t h i s week e s t a b l i s h i n g a demonstration p r o j e c t t o t e s t 
Medicare reimbursement at VA health care f a c i l i t i e s f o r care 
provided t o M e d i c a r e - e l i g i b l e veterans. DPC coordinated the 
release of a statement from the President announcing t r a n s m i t t a l 
of the l e g i s l a t i o n . The statement notes t h a t DoD and HCFA plan 
to have a Medicare subvention proposal f o r m i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l s 
ready i n the near f u t u r e . ~ 

Connecticut MOU -- DPC, NPR, and HUD s t a f f t r a v e l e d t o 



Connecticut t h i s week t o meet w i t h r e g i o n a l f e d e r a l agency 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s and s t a t e o f f i c i a l s t o help move forward the CT 
Neighborhood R e v i t a l i z a t i o n Partnership e s t a b l i s h e d by the 
"Memorandum of Understanding" signed by the Vice President, Carol 
Rasco, other A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f f i c i a l s , Governor Rowland and other 
Connecticut o f f i c i a l s . The st a t e and communities are i n the 
e a r l y stages of developing neighborhood r e v i t a l i z a t i o n plans. 
The meeting provided an op p o r t u n i t y t o demonstrate A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
commitment t o the MOU and t o give r e g i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a 
sense of community needs. 

HIV / AIDS 

P u b l i c - P r i v a t e Research Forum -- On Friday, August 2nd, the Vice 
President committed the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a new 
Forum f o r C o l l a b o r a t i v e HIV Research. This i n i t i a t i v e W'as 
developed at the Vice President's request f o l l o w i n g a meeting 
w i t h pharmaceutical company representatives i n February. The 
goal of the forum i s t o catalyze new c o l l a b o r a t i o n between the 
p u b l i c (NIH, HCFA, HRSA) and p r i v a t e (drug companies, insurance 
companies, HMOs) sectors i n conducting c l i n i c a l e f f e c t i v e n e s s 
t r i a l s of AIDS th e r a p i e s . The e f f o r t could become a model f o r 
leveraging more resources f o r c l i n i c a l t r i a l s i n a l l areas of 
biomedical research. Patsy Fleming d i d i n t e r v i e w s w i t h the AP 
and Wall S t r e e t Journal on t h i s subject. 

CRIME AND DRUGS 

N a t i o n a l Community P o l i c i n g Number- -- DPC s t a f f have been working 
w i t h the J u s t i c e Department on implementing the President's c a l l 
t o develop a n a t i o n a l community p o l i c i n g number t h a t i s as easy 
to use and remember as 911. We are working w i t h a few p i l o t ^ 
c i t i e s t o begin the p r o j e c t . 

50,000 C e l l Phones DPC s t a f f have been working w i t h the J u s t i c e 
Department t o implement the President's announcement t h a t the 
c e l l u l a r phone i n d u s t r y w i l l donate 50,000 c e l l u l a r phones t o 
community watches throughout the country. An a p p l i c a t i o n form 
has been d r a f t e d and 11,000 a p p l i c a t i o n s w i l l be p r i n t e d and 
d i s t r i b u t e d t o p o l i c e s t a t i o n s and community a c t i v i s t s throughout 
the country. 

WOMEN'S ISSUES 

Violence Against Women Act r u l i n g -- A f e d e r a l judge i n Roanoke, 
VA, l a s t week found u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a p r o v i s i o n i n the Violence 
Against Women Act t h a t gave p h y s i c a l l y abused women the r i g h t to 
sue t h e i r a t t a c k e r s f o r damages. We are examining the r u l i n g ' s 
impact. 

SOCIAL POLICY * 

Teen Pregnancy Prevention -- DPC s t a f f continue t o work w i t h HHS 
to schedule outreach events f o r Dr. Foster and provide him w i t h 



any needed b r i e f i n g m a t e r i a l s . He has events scheduled through 
November and i s working c l o s e l y w i t h DPC s t a f f and HHS t o 
coordinate h i s a c t i v i t i e s . 

GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Empowerment Zones/Enterprise Communities -- The Work Opportunity 
Tax Credit (WOTC) th a t was included i n the Minimum Wage b i l l w i l l 
provide over the next year "wage c r e d i t " s i m i l a r t o the $3000 
wage subsidy c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e t o Empowerment Zone (EZ) 
re s i d e n t s . The WOTC would provide a $2100 c r e d i t t o "high r i s k 
youth" (as designated by a l o c a l agency) who l i v e i n an EZ or 
Ent e r p r i s e Community and are between the ages of 18 and 25. 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS 

Tuesday, I p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Paralympic Torch Ceremony. 

Thursday, I held the second discussion session on the s t a t e of 
the country's c h i l d welfare system. For t h i s session, we spoke 
w i t h Jess McDonald, D i r e c t o r , I l l i n o i s Department of Chil d r e n and 
Family Services; C l a r i c e Walker, President, National Black C h i l d 
Development I n s t i t u t e ; Donald Schmid, D i r e c t o r , Children and 
Family Services, North Dakota Department of Human Services; and 
Laurie Rankin, Executive Vice President and P r i n c i p a l , B l a t n e r 
Associates, Health and Human Services Consultants. 

Thursday, I also held a meeting on d i s a b i l i t y p o l i c y review and 
employment and attended the swearing-in ceremony f o r Madeline May 
Kunin. 

Friday, Bruce Reed and I held the f i r s t welfare reform 
implementation working group session w i t h departments, agencies 
and White House s t a f f . We are focusing on three tasks: working 
w i t h the NGA and other organizations t o ensure smooth 
implementation; developing proposals t o expand job o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r those l e a v i n g welfare; and co o r d i n a t i n g the b i l l s i g n i n g and 
other communications a c t i v i t i e s . 

Tuesday and Wednesday, Patsy Fleming v i s i t e d the C h a r l o t t e , NC 
area f o r the 12th i n a series of AIDS s i t e v i s i t s and r e g i o n a l 
b r i e f i n g s held around the country. These have provided an 
inva l u a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y t o showcase f e d e r a l l y funded AIDS programs 
f o r the l o c a l press and t o receive feedback from community 
rep r e s e n t a t i v e s about f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s and unmet needs. This 
t r i p included a meeting w i t h the e d i t o r i a l board of the C h a r l o t t e 
Observer. 

Lyn Hogan on my s t a f f continues t o speak on ra d i o i n support of 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s p o s i t i o n on welfare reform. This week she 
has been a guest on: the Lisa M i t c h e l l Show, WOL Radio, 



Baltimore and D.C; WJLB, D e t r o i t ; Magic 102.3 i n D.C.; and WENN, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

DPC s t a f f spoke at the Women's O f f i c e ' s b r i e f i n g f o r Disabled 
People's I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Group. 

TRAVEL AND PRESS 

I w i l l be i n A t l a n t a from August 11 - 16 t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n events 
r e l a t i n g t o the 1996 A t l a n t a Paralympic Games. While there, I 
w i l l : co-chair a two-day Paralympic Congress Consensus Session 
e n t i t l e d "Making Sports Opportunities A v a i l a b l e to Children w i t h 
D i s a b i l i t i e s Worldwide,-" give the welcoming remarks f o r the f i r s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i s a b i l i t y Film F e s t i v a l ; v i s i t d i s a b i l i t y 
technology p r o j e c t s at the Georgia I n s t i t u t e f o r Technology; j o i n 
the Vice President and Mrs. Gore at the Paralympics Opening 
Ceremony Gala (at the Carter Center) and the Opening Ceremonies 
-of the Xth Paralympiad; attend the Paralympic Congress' Closing 
Press Conference; and conclude my v i s i t by speaking, along w i t h 
Andy Fleming (President and CEO of the Paralympic Games) and 
others, a t the d e d i c a t i o n ceremony f o r the opening of the 
A b i l i t i e s Expo a trade show of products f o r people w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s . I expect t o conduct i n t e r v i e w s w i t h d i s a b i l i t y and 
mainstream press throughout the week. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Augus t 2 1 , 1996 

MEMORANDUM TO LEON PANETTA 

From: Carol H. Rasco 

S u b j e c t : Weekly Report f o r August 10 - August 25, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY I N I T I A T I V E S 

WAIVERS 

New York Medicaid Waiver -- New York State o f f i c i a l s had a f a i r l y 
p o s i t i v e r e a c t i o n t o HHS's proposed conditions f o r approval of 
the s t a t e ' s longstanding request f o r a Medicaid waiver. HHS 
proposed a number of r e s t r i c t i o n s on the sta t e ' s phase-in 
schedule f o r managed care. Advocates and others who have opposed 
the waiver seem f a i r l y comfortable w i t h HHS's p o s i t i o n . 

Welfare Waivers -- Along w i t h HHS and OMB, we are working t o 
c l a r i f y the status of pending requests f o r welfare waivers i n 
l i g h t of the n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n . HHS approved waivers i n 
Minnesota, Indiana, Maryland, and Hawaii Friday, and today w i l l 
approve waivers i n Washington DC, Idaho, Kansas, and C a l i f o r n i a . 

HEALTH CARE 

Reform I n i t i a t i v e s -- DPC s t a f f are developing p o s s i b l e new 
h e a l t h reform steps, i n c l u d i n g proposals t o increase insurance 
coverage f o r workers i n t r a n s i t i o n and f o r c h i l d r e n , expand the 
use of purchasing pools, and improve q u a l i t y i n managed care 
plans. We are also working w i t h Communications and L e g i s l a t i v e 
A f f a i r s i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the sig n i n g of the Kennedy-Kassebaum 
h e a l t h reform b i l l . 

CRIME AND DRUGS 

Brady B i l l and Domestic Violence -- DPC s t a f f have been working 
on a proposal t o extend the Brady B i l l t o domestic v i o l e n c e 
misdemeanors. Cu r r e n t l y , Brady applies t o fe l o n s but not 
misdemeanors; however, the overwhelming m a j o r i t y of domestic 
vio l e n c e cases are misdemeanors. This l e g i s l a t i o n , which Senator 
Lautenberg has been pushing through the Senate, would p r o h i b i t a 
domestic violence offender from purchasing a f i r e a r m . 

Domestic Violence. A f e d e r a l judge i n Roanoke, VA r u l e d 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a f e d e r a l p r o v i s i o n contained i n the Violence 
Against Women Act t h a t gave p h y s i c a l l y abused women the r i g h t t o 
sue t h e i r attackers f o r damages. The S o l i c i t o r General's o f f i c e 
i s d eciding whether or not t o appeal the de c i s i o n . DoJ's Violence 



Against Women O f f i c e has not issued a formal statement on the 
court r u l i n g , but i s l e t t i n g the press know t h a t , although they 
are disappointed w i t h the r u l i n g , i t does not go t o the heart of 
the Violence Against Women Act. 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Environmental Announcement: DPC s t a f f have been working w i t h 
other White House O f f i c e s t o b u i l d an interagency environmental 
i n i t i a t i v e f o r announcement d u r i n g the week of August 26. The 
proposal w i l l focus on g i v i n g f a m i l i e s the t o o l s they need t o 
p r o t e c t communities from t o x i c s . 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

TRAVEL AND PRESS 

N a t i o n a l Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) --On August 
16, 1996, Dennis Burke spoke -at NAPO's n a t i o n a l convention i n 
Dallas on our anti-crime agenda. General McCaffrey and Joe 
Brann, the D i r e c t o r of the COPS o f f i c e , w i l l speak there today. 

I was i n A t l a n t a from August 11-16 p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n events 
r e l a t i n g t o the 1996 A t l a n t a Paralympic Games. While th e r e , I : 
co-chaired a two-day Paralympic Congress Consensus Session 
e n t i t l e d "Making Sports Op p o r t u n i t i e s A v a i l a b l e t o Children w i t h 
D i s a b i l i t i e s Worldwide,-" gave the welcoming remarks f o r the f i r s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i s a b i l i t y Film F e s t i v a l ; v i s i t e d d i s a b i l i t y 
technology p r o j e c t s at the Georgia I n s t i t u t e f o r Technology; 
j o i n e d the Vice President i n a photo-op w i t h the U.S. Paralympic 
Team and at the Opening Ceremonies; attended the Paralympic 
Congress' Closing Press Conference; and concluded my v i s i t by 
speaking at the dedication ceremony f o r the A b i l i t i e s Expo a 
trade show of products f o r people w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . A l l events 
were open t o the media. I n a d d i t i o n , I conducted several one-on-
one i n t e r v i e w s w i t h d i s a b i l i t y and mainstream press throughout 
the week i n c l u d i n g : A t l a n t a C o n s t i t u t i o n , New York Times, l o c a l 
TV and r a d i o s t a t i o n s , A b i l i t y magazine, and Mainstream 
magazine. I also co-authored an op-ed w i t h Bob Williams of HHS 
which ran i n the A t l a n t a C o n s t i t u t i o n on August 15. 



•e Atlanta Journal / The Atlanta Constitution mu VIEWPOINTS 

Given the chance to play 
People with disabilities 
have come a long way in 
the past few decades, but 
sports is one of the last 
remain ing frontiers. 

By Carol H. Rasco and Bob Williams 

T wo weeks ago the world marveled at 
the achievements of the Olympic ath­
letes. Now it's the Paralympians' turn. 
These elite athletes will show us how 

much people with disabilities can accomplish 
when given the opportunity. 

People with disabilities have come a long 
way in the past few decades, but sports is one 
of the last remaining frontiers. Sports and 
physical education are too often considered 
only as therapy for children with disabilities 
— activities for health improvement, but not 
necessarily for personal growth and fulfill­
ment, let aione to have fun. 

Experts say sports are good for kids, and 
studies cite the growth and development they 
can spur. But you don't need an expen to see 
the benefits. Sports allow our bodies to work 
and our souls to rejuvenate. In their essence, 
sports are social, and young people grow in 
the course of that socialization. 

Too many children with disabilities are on 
the sidelines instead of on a team. They don't 
experience the bittersweet joys that accom­
pany winning and losing, the fun of playing a 
game, the thrill of competition and the 
mutual support that typifies teamwork. 

Then there's language. Young people with 
disabilities are often spoken to differently 
than their peers — more loudly, slowly and 
clearly, as if they are from a foreign country. 
In̂ sports, there is no time for this. The ball is 
coming toward you, the game has begun. 
What a relief! 

Another benefit is physical contact. For 
young people with disabihties, the main 
sources of physical contact are parents, medi­
cal personnel, caregivers and attendants. 
Through fear — of fragility, of contagion, of 
difference — young people with disabilities 
are deprived of one of the basic elements of 
life: touch. They are often isolated in the 
classroom for logistical reasons. In spons. 

„ «o"r,io fan hornmp r/imforTable with 

WILLIAM BERRY / Staff 

The Paralympic Games, which open today in Atlanta, attest to the power of sports. 

one another, behave naturally, and test their 
bodies and reactions. 

Also, young people with disabilities are 
often surrounded by adults. They need a 
break! Engaging in spons may be their first 
opportunity to be away from home. They 
need to have recreation that is not tightly 
supervised. They need to be silly, mischie­
vous, rowdy, affectionate and exhilarated. 
Nothing else does it like inclusion in spons 
activities. 

For society, participating in sports can 
make a better and more producuve citizenry 
Sports gives children expenence in conflic-
tion resolution, negotiating skills, taking 
turns, strategizing, concentrating, following 
instructions, solving problems, attending to 
time, supporting peers, assessing strengths 
and weaknesses, and working cooperatively. 
.All of these skills are indispensable in any 
workplace. 

At the Third Paralympic Congress being 
held in Atlanta this week, we will examine 

how to make sports opportunities available 
worldwide to children with disabilities. We 
will look at solutions at the community level 
in schools, inside and outside govemment. 

As the Paralympics puts the spotlight on 
these elite athletes, more mentors and hero' 
with disabilities will emerge. Young people 
with and without disabilities — naturally lo* 
to popular sports figures for leadership and 
inspiration. But the very best way they can 
leam sportsmanship and courage is by pan 
ipating in sports themselves. Children neec 
heroes, but they should live not only vicari 
ously. They should feel that they have with 
themselves the capability to make their 
dreams real. 

Caro/ K Rasco. President Ginton's chief advk 
for domestic policy, is the mother of a 23-
year-old son with mild retardation and cerebr 
palsy. Bob Williams is commissioner of admir 
trat/on on deve/opmento/ disobi/it/es ot t/ie 
Deportment of HeaJth and Human Services. 



Advocates of disabled sing of hope, fear to Clinton aides in town for congress 
By Doug Gumming 
STAFF WRITER 

Singing an odd version of a 
Frankie Valli tune, three advo­
cates for disabled children in 
Georgia made their case to two 
top Clinton administration offi­
cials Monday. 

"Let's hold on . . . to what we 
got," sang the trio of moms that 
included Jenni H. Clark, local co­

ordinator for Family Voices and 
mother of a 3-year-old with se­
vere epilepsy, lung disease and 
other health conditions. 

The mothers were among a 
score of advocates and disabled 
children taking advantage of 
Washington officials being in 
town for the Third Paralympic 
Congress, an international sum­
mit linked to the Paralympic 
Games. At a hotel breakfast, they 

lobbied Judy Heumann, assis­
tant U.S. secretary of education 
for special education and reha­
bilitation, and Carol Rasco, Pres­
ident Clinton's chief adviser for 
domestic policy. 

Heumann and Rasco said they 
share the moms' worries about the 
need to "hold on ... to what we 
got." Heumann said sections of 
the federal law underlying special 
education are being held up for re­
authorization in the Senate. 

Rasco, the Arkansas mother of 
a 23-year-old with mild retarda­
tion and cerebral palsy, said fed­
eral school-to-work training pro­
grams need to be fully available to 
the disabled, to help lower an un­
employment rate as high as 65 
percent. "We often feel that the 
education we struggled to get for 
Hamp [her son] has brought him 
to the edge of a cliff," she said. 

Clark, a Lawrenceville moth­
er with the national advocacy 

group Family Voices, said the 
group's concerns did not favor 
one political side over another. 
She pointed out that advocates 
for the disabled were not happy 
with provisions in the welfare re­
form Clinton signed. 

The advocates expressed par­
ticular concern about the fate of 
the so-called Katie Beckett 
Deeming Waiver, which deems 
parents of disabled children eli­
gible for Medicaid even though 

their income may be too hif 
The Georgia Coalition f 
Health, asked by Gov. Zell Mill 
to look at Medicaid, has repi 
sentatives from business ai 
other groups, but no one who 
disabled, Clark said. 

A spokesman for the coaliti 
acknowledged this, but ss 
members had listened closely 
many disabled advocates duri 
14 hearings held around the stt 
since May. 



THE WHITE-HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

September 20, 1996 

MEMORANDUM TO LEON PANETTA 

From: Carol H. Rasco 

Subject: Weekly Report for September 14-20, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

HEALTH CARE 

"Anti-Gag" Rule -- Members from both sides of the a i s l e and on 
both sides of the H i l l continue work to f i n d an appropriate 
l e g i s l a t i v e v e h i c l e f o r a p r o v i s i o n to p r o h i b i t h e a l t h plans from 
r e s t r i c t i n g medical communications between h e a l t h care p r o v i d e r s 
and t h e i r p a t i e n t s . This s o - c a l l e d "anti-gag" l e g i s l a t i o n may be 
amended to the CR. or some other free-standing a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
b i l l . 

CRIME AND DRUGS 

Domestic Violence Offenders and Firearms --We d r a f t e d a l e t t e r 
from the President t o Speaker Gingrich thanking him f o r j o i n i n g 
the President i n supporting a ban on firearms f o r domestic 
vio l e n c e offenders and u r g i n g him t o use his leadership t o send a 
b i l l t o the President f o r h i s signature. 

Gang Prosecution Grant Program -- In keeping w i t h the President's 
commitment t o take on s t r e e t gangs l i k e we d i d the mob, we have 
been working w i t h the J u s t i c e Department on a grant program f o r 
j u r i s d i c t i o n s to h i r e gang prosecutors. The funding would come 
from the Republican-created block grant. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n sent l e g i s l a t i o n t o the H i l l t h i s week t h a t would 
lengthen the s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s f o r Federal murder cases and 
gang racketeering cases from f i v e years to ten years. 

C a l i f o r n i a / A r i z o n a Marijuana L e g a l i z a t i o n f o r Medicinal Use 
Propositions -- C a l i f o r n i a and Arizona both have p r o p o s i t i o n s on 
the November b a l l o t t h a t would permit physicians t o p r e s c r i b e 
marijuana t o s e r i o u s l y i l l p a t i e n t s . Both are l o o s e l y w r i t t e n 
and would allow anyone who c u l t i v a t e d marijuana t o c l a i m i t i s 
f o r medicinal purposes. I n a d d i t i o n , the Arizona p r o p o s i t i o n 
would provide automatic parole f o r anyone c u r r e n t l y i n p r i s o n f o r 
a "use" or "possession" charge of any c o n t r o l l e d substance. I n 
e f f e c t , under t h i s p r o v i s i o n , a LSD t r a f f i c k e r who pled down t o a 



"use" charge would be back out on_the s t r e e t i f t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n 
passed. Both propositions are supposedly favored i n c u r r e n t 
p o l l s and the proponents i n t e n d t o engage i n an expensive media 
b l i t z f o r t h e i r p o s i t i o n . ONDCP, HHS, Education, and DPC are 
considering e n l i s t i n g the help of a n t i - d r u g groups to counter 
t h i s media campaign. General McCaffrey-- has spoken out against 
both p r o p o s i t i o n s i n recent v i s i t s t o each s t a t e . 

GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Federal Family-Friendly Work Arrangements -- Elaine Kamarck and I 
convened the Domestic P o l i c y Council on Tuesday t o discuss the 
implementation of the President's June 21, 1996 memorandum on 
f e d e r a l f a m i l y f r i e n d l y work arrangements. The memorandum 
d i r e c t s each agency to review t h e i r personnel p r a c t i c e s and 
develop a plan of a c t i o n t o u t i l i z e the f l e x i b l e p o l i c i e s already 
i n place and, t o the extent f e a s i b l e , expand t h e i r a b i l i t y t o 
provide t h e i r employees a broader range of options. Experts i n 
the f i e l d presented the Council w i t h an overview of f a m i l y -
f r i e n d l y p r a c t i c e s i n both the p r i v a t e and p u b l i c sectors. 
Reports on department/agency progress are due November 18, 1996. 

Partnerships f o r Stronger Families -- The Steering Committee of 
t h i s interagency e f f o r t t o make the f e d e r a l government more 
responsive t o l o c a l i t i e s met Wednesday. Pending products include 
a "Family.Gov" web page, Na t i o n a l I n d i c a t o r s on Child-Well Being 
and a plan f o r b e t t e r coordinated t e c h n i c a l assistance. 

Rural Development Strategy -- On September 20, I co-hosted a 
meeting of f e d e r a l agencies w i t h J i l l Long Thompson of the 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e t o begin a discussion of how f e d e r a l 
agencies can b e t t e r serve r u r a l communities. We heard 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s from Dr. Arthur Cartero of the North Hampton 
En t e r p r i s e community and from E r i c S t e i n of a North Carolina 
community development bank. They noted how successful the EZ/EC 
i n i t i a t i v e has been i n r e s t o r i n g hope t o communities and g i v i n g 
l o c a l i t i e s leverage to make changes. We w i l l be working w i t h the 
f e d e r a l agencies i n the coming months t o f u r t h e r improve service 
t o r u r a l areas. 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Monday I met w i t h Tom Nerney, Donald Shumway and Rosemary Gibson 
from the Robert Wood Johnson concerning the Foundation's 
i n i t i a t i v e : Self-Determination f o r Persons w i t h Developmental 
D i s a b i l i t i e s . 

Thursday and Friday, I met w i t h several c h i l d welfare 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n town f o r the annual N a t i o n a l Conference On Abuse 
and Neglect. Following i s a l i s t of those I t a l k e d w i t h : 



Thomas Curran, M.S.W., J.D., S t a f f Attorney, Child Advocacy U n i t 
of the Defender Asso c i a t i o n of Ph i l a d e l p h i a , P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 

Paul A. Mones, Attor n e y and Children's Advocate, Portland, Oregon 

Susan Notkin, D i r e c t o r , Program For Children, Edna McConnell 
Clark Foundation, NY, NY 

Desmond (Des) K. Runyan, M.D., DrPH, Professor of Social Medicine 
and P e d i a t r i c s , U n i v e r s i t y of North Carolina, Department of 
Social Medicine, Chapel H i l l , NC 

Ricardo M. Urbina, U.S. D i s t r i c t Court Judge and Children and 
Families Advocate, United States Court House f o r the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia, Washington, D.C. 

Terry Cross, Executive D i r e c t o r , National Indian Child Welfare 
Association, Portland, OR 

Denise Leong, Licensed Social Worker IV, Queen L i l i 'Uokalani 
Children's Center, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Janet K. Motz, C h i l d P r o t e c t i o n Grants Program Ad m i n i s t r a t o r , 
C h i l d P r o t e c t i o n U n i t D i v i s i o n of C h i l d Welfare, Colorado 
Department of Human Services, Denver, CO 

Adrian Rodriguez, M.S.W., Founder, P o s i t i v e A l t e r n a t i v e s For 
Youth, Bowman Middle School, Piano, TX 

Linda K. Tauber, Children's Social Worker I I I , County of Los 
Angeles, Dept. of Soci a l Services, Children's Services, 
Lancaster, CA 

Friday I also i n t e r v i e w e d w i t h Nan Rich, President of the 
National Council on Jewish Women. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N C T O N 

September 27, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA 

From: Carol H. R a s c o j " ^ ^ 

Subject: Weekly Report for September 21-27, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY I N I T I A T I V E S 

WELFARE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

S t a r t of New Block Grant Program Replacing AFDC --As of October 
1, the new Temporary Assistance f o r Needy Families (TANF) block 
grant goes i n t o e f f e c t , although states may choose t o delay t h e i r 
e n t r y i n t o the program u n t i l J u ly 1, 1997. Approximately 10 
st a t e s are expected t o have f i l e d s t a t e plans w i t h HHS ay of the 
October 1 date. HHS i s expected t o approve Wisconsin's and 
Michigan's plans by September 30. 

Wisconsin Waiver -- HHS plans t o wrap up i t s a c t i v i t i e s on the 
Wisconsin waiver request on Monday, September 3 0 by sending the 
s t a t e two l e t t e r s . One l e t t e r w i l l address the st a t e ' s requests 
on welfare by in f o r m i n g the s t a t e t h a t i t no longer needs waivers 
t o implement i t s welfare reform plan. The oth e r l e t t e r w i l l 
r e j e c t the state's request on Medicaid by saying t h a t i t goes 
against our p r i n c i p l e s on h e a l t h care coverage, and w i l l o f f e r t o 
work w i t h the sta t e on a l t e r n a t i v e proposals. USDA expects t o 
resolve food stamp waiver questions next week as w e l l . 

A d d i t i o n a l Implementation Issues -- DPC continues t o coordinate 
implementation e f f o r t s along w i t h OMB, Counsel's O f f i c e and 
Intergovernmental A f f a i r s . C r i t i c a l issues t h i s week have 
inclu d e d f i n a l i z i n g options f o r states seeking assistance i n 
del a y i n g the implementation of the food stamps cuto t o r l e g a l 
immigrants so t h a t they can develop appropriate systems f o r 
v e r i f y i n g c i t i z e n s h i p status and t r y i n g t o reach closure w i t h IIHS 
on a d m i n i s t r a t i o n p o l i c y regarding e x i s t i n g s t a t e waivers. 

CHILD WELFARE 

I l l i n o i s Waiver -- Thc Department of Health and Human Services 
r e c e n t l y approved I l l i n o i s ' c h i l d welfare waiver, the .-second of 
ten c h i l d welfare waiver demonstration p r o j e c t s . Delaware's 
waiver w.as thc f i r s t t o be approved. The Delaware and I l l i n o i s 
waivers are f o r subsidised guardianship, a new otatus i n between 
f o s t e r cars and adoption f o r cases i n which f a m i l y r e u n i f i c a t i o n 
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i s not p o s s i b l e and t.he f o s t e r parent wants a permanent 
r e l a t i o n s h i p but does not. want t o "adopt. 

HIV/AIDS 

Grandmothers/Guardianship Project - DPC and HHS rep r e s e n t a t i v e s 
met t o discuss the p l i g h t , of AIDS orphans and possible measures 
to address various guardianship options f o r parents dying from 
AIDS and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . DPC i s analyzing options w i t h HHS f o r a 
pos s i b l e AIDS event i n October w i t h the President or F i r s t Lady. 

CRIME AND DRUGS 

COPS Funding --On Saturday September 28, 1996, the Vice-
President w i l l announce t h a t the COPS program i s p r o v i d i n g $147.9 
m i l l i o n i n funding t o h i r e 1896 new. community p o l i c i n g o f f i c e r s 
i n 41 States. 

Domestic Violence Offenders and Firearms -- We have been working 
w i t h White House L e g i s l a t i v e A f f a i r e t o have t h i s p r o v i s i o n added 
t o the Omnibus Appropriations b i l l . On.behalf of the NRA, 
Representative Barr (R-Ga) o f f e r e d a "compromise" v e r s i o n t h a t 
would e f f e c t i v e l y gut the b i l l by exempting c h i l d abusers and 
pr o v i d i n g more s p e c i f i c p r o t e c t i o n s f o r domestic v i o l e n c e 
offenders than f o r other offenders who are p r o h i b i t e d from owning 
a f i r e a r m under Federal law. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air_Tanker L e g i s l a t i o n : DPC s t a f f have been working t o expedite 
l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would make excess DOD airplanes a v a i l a b l e t o 
suppress w i l d f i r e s . The l e g i s l a t i o n has passed the Senate as a 
fre e s t a n d i n g b i l l , and i s included i n the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s and 
the Congress' CR. l i s t . . 

Dredging i n the Port of New York and New Jersey: Two important 
steps were taken t h i s week to implement thc A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
i n i t i a t i v e t o get dredging moving i n the Port of New York and New 
Jersey. S p e c i f i c a l l y , EPA issued i t s r u l e r e l a t e d t o t e s t i n g 
procedures and the Corps of Engineers provided i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s 
w i t h a d r a f t of Lhe. long-term options f o r disposal of dredged 
m a t e r i a l . At the same time the economic interesLs (the unions, 
the p o r t and companies) are very concerned t h a t permits t o dredge 
have not yet been issued. DPC and CEQ s t a f f have met w i t h 
i n t e r e s t e d groups and have been working t o communicate Lo the 
Departments the high p r i o r i t y t h a t should be given t o r e s o l v i n g 
any issues r e l a t e d t o permits. -The Departments have taken some 
act i o n s t o issue permits i n a t i m e l y way. This issue w i l l 
continue t o .require a t t e n t i o n i n the. coming months. 

WOMEN'S ISSUES 

Abo r t i o n Veto Override -- DPC s t a f f worked c l o s e l y w i t h 
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L e g i s l a L i v e A f f a i r s and the Women'_s O f f i c e throughout the e f f o r t 
t o s u s t a i n the President's veto. The override e f f o r t i s c l e a r l y 
not the end of t h i s e f f o r t , and Senator Boxer introduced 
p o t e n t i a l compromise language f o l l o w i n g the override vote t h a t we 
w i l l be l o o k i n g at as a hopeful approach f o r next year. 

Domestic Violence. My s t a f f i s working w i t h HHS, DOJ and the 
O f f i c e For Women's I n i t i a t i v e s and Outreach to d r a f t a 
P r e s i d e n t i a l D i r e c t i v e to the Sec. of HHS and the Attorney 
General. The d i r e c t i v e would o f f e r states t e c h n i c a l assistance 
and support t o implement the Family Violence Amendment t o the 
welfare reform law. The Family Violence Amendment i n v i t e s s t a t e s 
to increase servit.:e-s and add p r o t e c t i o n s i n cases of b a t t e r i n g or 
extreme cruelty..The d i r e c t i v e w i l l l i k e l y be announced, along 
w i t h other i n i t i a t i v e s , on Oct. 1 as par t of an.event t o k i c k o f f 
Domestic Violence month. 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Monday, I. met w i t h Kathleen Connell, C o n t r o l l e r of C a l i f o r n i a and 
Brad Kane, Deputy C o n t r o l l e r of C a l i f o r n i a regarding w e l f a r e 
reform. 

Tuesday, I gave the keynote address at the opening of the Harry 
Smith Family Daycare Center and c e l e b r a t i o n of the R o l l i n g 
Heights Center i n Owensboro, Kentucky. These are two n o n - p r o f i t 
c h i l d care f a c i l i t i e s t h a t serve low-income f a m i l i e s who are 
employed or e n r o l l e d i n educational programs (college v o c a t i o n a l 
or j o b t r a i n i n g ) . I also held a roundtable discussion at R o l l i n g 
Heights w i t h f a c u l t y and f a m i l y members and toured both 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

Wednesday, I held a welfare reform implementation meeting w i t h 
the N a t i o n a l League of C i t i e s , the National Association of 
Counties, and the US Conference of Mayors. 

Thursday, I gave the keynote speech at the. Families and 
Communities Together: Prevention Works Conference i n Orlando, 
F l o r i d a . I also held roundtable discussions w i t h the Executive 
Board, the Conference Planning Committee and a youth group. 

Friday, I t r a v e l e d t o Tallahassee, F l o r i d a and met w i t h c h i l d 
w e l f a r e and c h i l d h e a l t h care o f f i c i a l s and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a 
working group luncheon at Governor Chiles's residence. Women's 
Is s u e s / B e i i i n g Conference. On Saturday I w i l l be the keynote 
speaker at the Tallahassee, F l o r i d a s i t e of the "UN Women's 
Conference One Year Later." Friday evening I w i l l hold media 
i n t e r v i e w s about the conference, at t e n d a reception w i t h F l o r i d a 
women leaders, and attend a dinner w i t h conference Steering 
Committee members hosted by Mrs. Rhea Chiles, r.he committee 
c h a i r . . 
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Child Welfare/Children and Family Issues. A member of my s t a f f 
spoke v i a teleconference on children's issues and c h i l d welfare 
reform to students at the Honors College of Henderson State 
University i n Arkansas. 
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THC WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H.IN O T O N 

October 11, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANE'lTA 

From: Carol H. R a s c ^ ^ 

Subject: Weekly Report for October 5 - 11, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WELFARE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

HHS Guidance on TANF State Plans This week HHS gave written guidance to states on 
several issues surrounding the new welfare block grant (TANF), including how the 
Secretary will judge whether a plan is complete and how to implement the 45-day comment 
period. 

Approval of TANF State Plans -- HHS will probably approve a few state plans in the 
coming week, but doesn't yet know which ones. Twenty-six states have sent plans to HHS. 
and three (Wisconsin, Michigan, and Florida) have been certified as complete by HHS. 

California Request Under TANF « California has just filed its TANF state plan with HHS. 
Like almost all statesi California benefits financially if it moves from AFDC to TANF as 
soon as possible. However, thc state has not yet sorted through the ipecifics-o£itfl-.plas=&r-
requiring work. TherSeforc, the state is requesting that It get access to the highgrTANF 
funding levels immediately, but that it not be subject to time limits or other restrictions 
until it exhausts its state contribution. New York may submit a similar request shortly. 
HHS is examining this issue from a legal and policy perspective, and we are beginning to 
do so as well. 

HCFA Guidance nn Welfare Reform Effect on Medicaid - HCFA released guidance to 
states this week on the new welfare law's effect on Medicaid for legal immigrants and 
disabled children who lose SSI benefits, and nn the separate eligibility systems states must 
maintain for Medicaid now thai it is no longer linked to welfare. In addition, HCFA 
announced that states wishing to drop legal immigrants from Medicairi as of January 1 must 
tile a document with HCFA, while those wishing lo continue to cover legal immigrants 
need not take any action to do so. 
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Guidance for States on Food Stamps for Legal Immigrants and 40 Quarters Excention --
We expect that USDA will be ready to release guidance to states in the coming week on 
how io verify whether a legal immigrant has worked for 40 quarters in Uiis country and is 
therefore eligible for food stamps. States have been using different and sometimes overly 
strict rules to interpret this part of the law. 

New Definition of Childhood Disability - We are continuing to work with OMB and SSA 
to implement thc welfare law's new definition of childhood disability. SSA has some 
latitude legally to determine how many children will lose benefits. Options range from 
45,000 to 190,000 children now on the rolls. A small group nf Democratic and moderate 
Republican Senators (Daschle, Conrad, Chafee, Cohen) have joined with disability 
advocates to push for dropping as few children as possible. We are concerned that our 
action not provoke a backlash firom those who wanted even tougher standards applied, 
especially since our budget included a tough standard We have asked SSA to develop 
some additional options for review over the ooming weeks. 

Medicaid Waivers —, HHS is completing its review of Medicaid waivers in Alabama and 
Maryland, with approval expected in the next few weeks. Both waivers will expand the use 
of managed care, 

VETERANS 

Response to the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Kxneriments f ACHRE) : DoJ 
has drafted legislation to implement improvemenls in compensation for miners under the 
Radiation Exposure Compensation Act. The draft is now under formal review within the 
Administration. This legislation is part of a comprehensive response to ACHRE's 
recommendations we expect to complete in November. 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT • „ _ 

Dredging in the Port of New York and New Jersey: In a reversal of her previens position. 
Governor Wliitmau has dropped opposition tn A key provision in the Administration's plan 
to get dredging moviiiK in the NY-NJ Harbor. The reversal was contained in a jointly-
released dredging plan from New York and New Jersey, which tracks much of the 
Administration's plan, and adds important contributions from the states. The press has been 
favorable, both for the states and for lhe Administration (press clipping attached). We 
expect further developments in the next few days-including Issuance of the first major 
dredging permits. 
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CRIME AND DRUGS 

Balrimpre 311 Nori-Emerpencv Numhar -- This program, launched October 2, has been 
very successful. The Police Commissioner reported the 311 non-emergency number 
received over 1,400 calls the first day, and has greatly reduced the burden on 911 and the 
number of unnecessary policy dispatches. Press clippings have all cited the program os a 
response to the President's call for a national community policing number. Several police 
chiefs from across the country have contacted Baltimore for advice on setting up similar 
programs. 

EXTERNAL AGTIVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Monday through Wednesday I was in Racine, Wisconsin attending the Nalional Association 
of Stats Directors of Special Education / Wingspread Conference. 

Thursday I traveled -to Santa Fe, New Mexico to address the National Association of Suite 
Comprehensive Health Insurance Plans (NASCHIP) regarding the impact of flic Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill on state liigh-risk insurance pools. 

Friday I was at the University of New Orleans meeting with university presidents of the 
"Urban 13" - a group of 21 loading urban universities -10 discuss how they can work 
with the Administration to renew our cities. 

Attachment 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S M I N Q T O N 

October 4, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR LF.ON FAN ETTA 

From: Carol H. Rasco 

Subject: Weekly Repon tor September 28 - October 4, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WELFARE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

States Aoplvintt for New Welfare Block Grant — More states than expected have sent plans 
to HHS so that they can enter the new TANF block grant program — 23 states as of October 
2. States have uutU July 1997 to enter. HHS's role is to certify that the plans are complete. 
HHS has approved Michigan's and Wisconsin's plans; both states used their pending waiver 
applications as thc template for their TANF state plan. HHS Is still determining the 
timeframe for their review of a plan's completeness, currently saying it will be no less than 
30-45 days. 

Florida State Plan — HHS resolved a significant problem in Florida. The state sent HHS a 
plan on September 20 that indicated tbe state would begin its new program rules under TANF 
on October 1. It implemented its new program October 1, before HHS approved the plan, 
including starting the clock ticking on time limits and referring mothers of young children to 
work programs. The state could have been sued on the grounds that it is was operating the 
plan illegally. Although HHS resolved this problem at the last minute, the episode highlights 
the need for FIHS to provide the states with written guidance on how the new program will 
work. 

Food Stamps and (Legal Immigrants who have worked 40 quartets — One of the few ways 
thai legal immigrants can still qualify for food stamps is if they have worked at least 40 
quarters in this country. Accurately determining whether someone has worked 40 quarters 
can be a very labor-imcnsivc process. As states implement the new welfare reform law, it 
appears they arc giving inconsistent ot cveu iucoucct instructions to field staff on this 
question. Is the cases wc arc aware of, states' rules appear to exclude eligible immigrants. 
We are working with USDA and SSA to develop instructions to states and get them out 
quickly; from a legal perspective we do not yet know if they can be mandatory or must be 
permissive. 
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VETERANS 

Medicare Subvcmion — Neither the Administration's VA nor DoD Medicare Subvention 
proposals cleared Congress this session. The Administration submitted legislation for a pilot 
project for VA subvention in August. Representatives Stump and Montgomery introduced a 
version of our proposal, but made little progress on moving it forward. The Administration 
submitted legislation for a DoD demonstration in mid-September. There was considerable 
more movement on the DoD bill, but apparent disagreement between the House Committees 
of jurisdiction prevented any final action. Both these proposals are expected to have life in 
the next session. 

EXTERNAL ACTLVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Sunday I attended thc Metropolitan Memorial United Methodist Church service, welcoming 
Bishop Felton Mdy, newly appointed to this area. 

Monday I met with 12 national chefs from the Chef and Child Foundation, a philanthropic 
arm of the American Culinary Federation, to discuss issues of childhood hunger and nutrition. 
CCF promotes and coordinates efforts of ACF members involved in ending hunger in their 
communities across the country. 

Tuesday I met with representatives of the Parent Education Advocacy Training Centers for 
disabled children and their families. 

Wednesday I met with representatives of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and 
Administrative officials regarding a new project for people with disabilities. 

Friday I met with a group uf Kellogg Fellows regarding children and families and also 
addressed the Community Enterprise Board regarding EZ/EC progress and challenges for 
future programming. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

October 18, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA 

From: Carol H. Raaco — 

Subject: Weekly Report for October 12 - 18, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WELFARE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

HHS Review of TANF State Plans -- New Jersey and South Carolina subuiillcd TANF 
plans to HHS this week, bringing the total number of states that have filed to enter the 
program Lo 28. HHS did not certify any plans as complete this week, leaving the total 
number of state plans approved to date at three. In their plans, most states are indicating 
that, for now, they,will operate their programs as they were under the old law or under 
their waivers. More changes are expected in the spring when state legislatures convene. 

Guidance to States on "40 Quarters" Exemption ~ Advocates and states have responded 
positively to our plan to offer guidance to slates on how to determine whether legal 
immigrants still qualify for food stamps because ihey have worked for 40 quarter? in this 
country. We expect to release this guidance in the next few days. 

Options on Medicaid/SSI Linkage - Legal immigrants on SSI could lose Medicaid even in 
states that take advantage of their option to continue Medicaid coverage of legal 
immigrants. This is because they are eligible for Medicaid by virtue of their SSI eligibility, 
and they may not qualify for other entry points to Medicaid such as having dependent 
children. HHS is investigating whether it is possible to construct a mechanism by which 
legal inuuigrants could automatically keep Medicaid, but has not yet determined whether 
this is legally feasible. 

Determining Cost Neutrality for Old Waivers - We have begun the process of sorting 
through how to revise our waiver agreements with states regarding cost neutrality. We 
always insisted that welfare waivers must be cost neutral, considering the combined effects 
of AKl.lC, food stamps, and Medicaid changes. Thc switch from AFDC to TANF makes if 
necessary to revisit each of these agreements. We arc determining tlie policies that will 
guide us in this process. 
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Letter to Advocflcv rnwnwmitv and States on Timing of SSI Changes « We are working 
with the Social Security Administration on a letter to advocacy groups and to states to 
clarify that SSA will not drop legal immigrants or children from thc SSI program until the 
middle of next year at the earliest. There has been some misinformation in communities 
that the cuts could be coining much sooner. 

Housing Issues -- One of the areas of most serious concern among service providers to low-
income communities is the impact of the welfare bill on affordable housing. On the one 
hand, they are worried that those families losing income -- e.g., immigrahts, food stamp 
recipients - will have greater difficulty paying rent and will lose their housing. On the 
other hand, they are worried that housing rent policies do not suppon welfere-tn-work 
eflbrts. Those leaving welfare for work in public housing or Section 8 housing will find 
their rents increasing and a large percentage of their disposable income going toward. 
housing costs. HUD is looking at possible action to address both of these problems. 

Welfare to Work — OMB has convened a working group to develop the specifications of 
the $3 billion Welfare lo Work plan announced at the convention. They hope to have tlie 
details finalized for decision meetings in early December. There will be some difficult 
issues concerning the extent of public vs. private sector jobs, targeting, and who should 
administer the program. DPC, NEC, and OMB will be preparing issue papers and decision 
memos to move the program forward. 

Department of Education Outreach -- The Department of Education has been working with 
HHS and constituency groups in the education and disability communities to discuss 
provisions of tlie new welfare law affecting them. Disability groups are concerned that 
schools may have reduced access to Medicaid funds in the face of the children's SSI cuts 
and the changeover from AFDC to TANF. Many schools rely on Medicaid tu fund special 
education therapies. Education groups are concerned about restrictions in the law on the 
amount of vocational training which can count toward the work participation requirements. 

CHILD WELFARE 

Child Welfare Waivers. The Department of Health and Human Services will likely soon 
approve child welfare waivers for Oregon. North Carolina and Ohio. If approved, tiie total 
number of approved child welfare waivers would reach five out of 10. Delaware's waiver 
was the first to be approved. 

CHILD SUPPORT 

On Thursday, October 17, 1996 the Solicitor Geneml filed a brief in the Blessing v. 
Freestone Supreme Court case supporting a private right of action (under 42 U.S.C. 1983) 
to seek redress against states for violating federal child support regulations. The 
Administration took this position for three reasons: 1) a general belief that private citizens 
ehould have access to thc court syslcm; 2) welftre reform time limits increase the need for 
states to be more effective in their collection efforts; and 3) Congress has clearly 
emphasized the responsibility of states to provide child support services and has provided 
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them thc tools needed lo deliver services to children and families. 

The American Public Welfare Association, the National Governor's Association, and the 
National Conference of State Legislatures Strongly disagree with the Administration's 
decision to file a brief. These three organizations have filed a brief opposing a private right 
of action. These groups ore concerned thai litigation will divert resources away from 
implementing their programs They view the Administration's action on this issue as 
contrary to our commitment to work with them on welfare reform implementation. 

FAMILY PLANNING 

International Family Planning - The Omnibus Appropriations bill requires the President to 
submit a report to Congress hy Feb. 1, 1997 regarding international family planning 
programs. DPC staff are convening a series of meetings with State Departmeni (Global and 
Leg Affairs), USAID (Population and Leg Afiairs) and relevant EOP staff to discuss 
process and strategy around the submission of Presidential findings. 

TEEN PREGNANCY 

National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy - The Campaign just sent out its latest 
update. More Campaign Task Force groups have met - most recently the Religion and 
Public Values Task Force and the Media Task Force. The Campaign is also building its 
resource capacities as it works to become a clearinghouse for innovative teen pregnancy 
prevention efforts in communities across the country. 

EDUCATION 

Tribal Colleges Executive Order -- A proposed Executive Order establishing a White House 
Initiative on Tribal Colleges, housed in the Education Department and patterned after 
similar initiatives for Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Hispanic Serving 
Institutions, will be presented lo lhe President over the weekend. • Secretary Babbitt will 
announce this order at the National Congress of the American Indian on Monday, Oct. 21. 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Air Tanker Legislation « firefighters across the country are relieved to have in place the air 
tanker legislation signed by the President on October 14. Secretary Glickman Is working to 
acknowledge the broad bipartisan support that made this new law possible. 

Dredging in the Port of New Yorlt and New Jersey -- The first major dredging permit has 
been issued for the channel that the Queen Elirabeth II uses when it comes to New York. 
However, Representative Pallone hosted a community meeting to oppose one of the major 
long-term options to dispose of comaminated material from the harbor. About 250 
members of the community attended, and local press coverage was sympathetic. 
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EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Wednesday, I was in Flint, Michigan where I participated in the Mott's Children's Health 
Center's 24th annual Tuuri Day Conference and gave the keynote address. 

Friday, I met with representatives from the American Association of University Women, 
Women's Legal Defense Fund, and the Leadership Conference on Civil Righto regarding 
welfare reform implementation. I also met with represenlatives from the National 
Recreation and Park Association regarding the need to encourage and support local parks 
and recreation. 

During the events surrounding the display of the AIDS quilt, Patsy Fleming met with a 
number of groups and keynoted the opening of the conference of LLEGO, tho national 
lesbian and gay Latino organization. Patsy Flemming also keynoted the National 
Conference on HIV/AIDS HoUines. 

PRESS 

Patsy Flemming did press interviews during the AIDS quilt display regarding the 
Administration's response to IIIV/AIDS, and appeared on PBS's America's Talking with 
Dennis Wholey. i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 1, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA 

From: Carol H. Rasco \$r^ 

Subject: Weekly Report for October 27-November 1, 1996 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WELFARE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

HHS Approval of Welfare Block Grant State Plans — In the next few days, HHS expects to 
approve TANF plans submitted by the states of Arizona, Ohio, Oklahoma, and Oregon, 
bringing thc number of states with approved plans to seven. 

Food Stamps Lawsuit in California — Advocates in California are suing the state for 
subjecting legal immigrants to food stamp cuts without following proper state procedures. 
The Department of Justice and USDA must decide whether to become involved in this case. 
One option is for the federal government to side with the state and assert that state procedures 
are irrelevant in the face of federal law. 

IMMIGRATION 

Illegal Immigration Enforcement and Welfare to Work — Today, the INS announced 
agreement with the Commonwealth of Virginia to replace illegal workers with unemployed 
legal workers who are on welfare rolls in jobs that they want, need and arc qualified to 
perform. Under this first-ever agreement with a state, INS will immediately notify officials 
of the Virginia Department of Social Services when the INS removes unauthorized workers 
from an employer's workplace in the state. This early notification will give the Virginia 
Employment Commission an opportunity to refer qualified workers who are unemployed and 
receiving state welfare benefits to these jobs. 

CHILD WELFARE 

Child Welfare Chat Sessions — On Oct. 31 we completed a series of seven small two-hour 
discussion sessions in my office over the past four months. We talked with a total of 35 
child welfare experts from around the country. In addition, in October we visited the National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges in Reno, Nevada during the fall training session, 
sitting in on classes and meeting with faculty and participants. We will now begin working 
to propose action steps in this field. 



CRIME AND DRUGS 

President's Remarks to the IACP — Because the President was unable to attend the annual 
conference of thc International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) in Phoenix on 
October 29, 1996, we provided them with taped remarks. The video was shown before 2000 
police chiefs at their general assembly. IACP was very grateful and the President's remarks 
were well received. 

Drug Testing-Driver's Licenses — DPC staff is providing guidance to ONDCP and DOT and 
other relevant agencies on their report to the President in response to his October 19, 1996 
directive — "Reducing Teenage Driving under the Influence of Illicit Drugs." The second 
working group meeting occurred on October 29, 1996 to assign tasks and gather information. 
The directive requests the agencies to report back to the President in 90 days, which will be 
January 17, 1997. 

Federal Firearms Licenses Dealers — DPC staff is working with the Treasury Department in 
studying the impact that the Brady Bill and the 1994 Clinton Crime Bill had on federal 
firearms license (FFLs) dealers in major urban areas. Since 1993, the number of FFLs in 
major cities have been reduced dramatically. For example, since 1993, the number of FFLs 
in New York alone have been reduced from 987 to 259. According to Former NYC Police 
Commissioner William J. Bratton, the reduction in FFLs has lead to a reduction in firearms 
violence because it has made it much more difficult to buy guns in New York, and with 
fewer outlets to purchase guns, law enforcement can more easily trace the origin of a gun 
used in a crime. 

HIV/AIDS 

African American Meeting — October 22, a group of about 90 African-Americans met at the 
Harvard AIDS Institute to discuss the growing AIDS epidemic among blacks and what can be 
done to turn it around. Blacks are disproportionately affected by the epidemic. From 1990 to 
1994, the annual AIDS incidence grew 69 percent among African-Americans compared with 
14 percent among whites. By the year 2000, more than half of all AIDS cases in the U.S. 
are expected to be among blacks. Patsy Fleming, Alexis Herman and representatives of many 
national black organizations attended as well as providers of care and prevention services. 
The outcome of the meeting was a call to action for the African-American community 
including clergy, the media, the govemment, community-based organizations, educators and 
all others who can intervene in this deadly disease. 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Wednesday, October 23 I keynoted a Child Care and Economic Diversification Policy Summit 
in Reno, Nevada sponsored by The Children's Cabinet, a child advocacy resource center 
which also provides services to children and families in the area. The conference was 
designed in conjunction with the DPC to bring together about 25 business people in that state 



state with an equal number of child-serving agency personnel in Nevada to discuss child 
care and business within the context of welfare reform. Glenda Bean of Arkansas was also 
brought in to discuss the Arkansas experience in designing quality early childhood 
experiences through collaboration with all sectors, including the business community. 

Sen. Bryan as well as Gov. Miller were present for parts of the day. It was an excellent 
format for talking about what business can do, and what business must be aware of as they 
accept their share of responsibility in welfare reform. The group left with a defined set of 
activities for moving, the next steps in the arena of early childhood experiences for low-
income children as well as the linkage of business in welfare reform. 

Thursday, October 24, I visited the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
training program which is based at the University of Reno. I met with the Dean and 
faculty/project managers and held a roundtable with judges/probation officers and staff from 
state social services from around the country in for training on various facets of legal matters 
regarding children and families. I also attended four class sessions. The information from 
this visit will be invaluable as we further review initiatives to undertake in improving the 
child welfare and juvenile justice systems. 

Friday, October 25, I met with the Police Chief in Reno, Nevada as he described the 
comprehensive approach he is taking to community policing and the youth development 
programs his department has initiated. Among the youth programs is the GREAT program 
(Gang Resistance Education and Training) which is overseen nationwide by the ATF 
Bureau. This a middle school program that in a comprehensive system follows upon DARE 
in the elementary schools. I then visited a seventh grade classroom where a Reno police 
officer was teaching a class; I followed this with a full class discussion as well as a smaller 
roundtable with four students, the officer and the teacher. 
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THE WHITtiiOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

September 13, 1956 

MEMORANDUM TO LEON PANETTA 

Pi1 
From: Carol H. Rasco 

Subject: Weekly Report fcr September 7 13, 1396 

UPDATES ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WELFARE REFORM 

State Waivers to Delav Implementacion o£ Immigrant Knnri sramp 
Cuts -- Seventeen scates have i n d i c a t e d that they w i l l accept Lhe 
Depcirtment of Agric u l t u r e ' s o f f e r ot a waiver to delay 
r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n f c r legal immigrants on food stamps, w h i l e 
annr.her nine are leaning tcward doing so. We are s t i l l 
i u v e s t i q a t i n g whether delays can be t'anhioned f o r etatee l i k e 
C a l i f o r n i a t h a t do not b e n e f i t from the waiver that USDA has 
extended. 

Domeetic Violence. My s t a f f i s working w i t h HHS, DOJ and Che 
women's O t t i c a t-.o help ^states f u l l y implement the Family Violence 
Amendment to Lhe welfare reform law. Ths Amendment i n v i t e s 
s t a t e s t o increase services and add pro t e c t i o n s i n cases ot 
b a t t e r i n g or extreme c r u e l t y . I t w i l l help ensure th a t v i c t i m s 
of domestic violence have the same o p p o r t u n i t i e s as othero t o 
become s e l f s u f f i c i e n t through wozk. 

AIDS/HIV POLICY 

Advl .gory Council Meeting The P r e s i d e n t i a l Advisory Couuoil on 
HIV/AIDS met September a-10 i n Ber.he.sda. Members reviewed a 
d r a f t of the National Strategy un HIV/AIDS p r i o r t o broartsr 
c i r c u l a t i o n of the d r a f t t o the community. They expxeased 
support f o r the ^resident's e f f o r r g - n increase'funding f o r thc 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program and the Housing o p p o r t u n i t i e s for-
Pp.ople w i t h AIDS program i n the c u r r e n t appropriations c y c l e . 
The Council also expressed a de s i r e t o worl< w i t h the 
A d m i n i c t r a t i o n i n f i x i n g elements of the welfare reform 
l e g i s l a t i o n and sr.ar.pd i t s concerns th a t the Defense of Marriage 
Act w i l l have a negative impact on HIV prevention bfiransp of the 
message i t sends to gay people about t h e i r s e l f - w o r t h . 

Approcriationa -- The Senate AppropxiuLions Committee, d u r i n g i t s 
ennsideration of the Labor-HHS b i l l , approved the e n t i r e 365 
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m i l l i o n budget amendment _yiu|joseo_by che f r e a i d e n t f o r the AIDS 
Drug Aseistance 'Program. I t al.3o provided fot- a consolidated 
budget f o r AIDS research, managed through the O f f i c e of AIDS 
Research. These are bulh important v i c t o r i e s . We are s t i l l 
"short" of the President's request i n other parts of the Kyan 
White CAKE Act and the C.TiC s prevention program. 

The AIDS P o l i c y o f f i c e f a c i l i t a t e d a discuaaion between the 
Social S e c u r i t y Admi ni .qtration and c l i e n t cervices 
representativea from AIDS organizations regarding d i s a b i l i t y 
claims by people w i t h AIDS. There i s tremendous v a r i a t i o n around 
the country i n the handling of d i s a b i l i t y a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r people 
w i t h AIDS, who are supposed co receive a presumptive 
determination i f they rfieet c e r t a i n c r i L e r i a . SSA described r.hp 
s i t u a t i o n as "app a l l i n g " and has committed t o ta k i n g stepa to 
r e t r a i n f i e l d o f f i c e s t a f f . 

WOMEN'S ISSUES 

Microcnterprige. DPC s t a f f spoke l o a group of women business 
owners about microanterpriee o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n the welfare reform 
law. SBA's O f f i c e or women's Business Ownership convened the 
meeting. 

TEEN PREGNANCY 

Dr. Foster. DPC s t a f f helped prepare Dr. Foster t o t e s t i f y on 
teenage pregnancy prevention before the Congressional Black 
Caucus. Dr. Foster t e s t i f i e d Thursday on a panel sponsored by 
Rep. Eva M. Clayton and Friday on a panel sponsored by Rep. 
Stokes. Dr. Foster has evp.nr.s scheduled through November and i s 
working c l o s e l y w i t h my s t a f f and KHS t o coordinate his 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

CRIME AND DRUGS 

Gang Violence Report -- We are working w i t h the Justice 
Department on a report t h a t w i l l be presented to the President on 
Monday o u t l i n i n g the Administration's success i n dismauLling and 
prosecuting v i o l e n t s t r e e t gangs across the country. 

frime S t a t i s t i c s The Bureau of J u s t i c e S t a t i s t i c s at Lhe 
Justice Department w i l l release new v i c t i m i z a t i o n Survey 
s t a t i s t i c s t h i s weekend that w i l l show a 10% decrease i n crime 
over the l a s t year. This i s a dramatic decrease. 

National Community P o l i c i n g Number Baltimore received approval 
from the Maryland n t - i l i c y Commission t o use 2-1 1 as a community 
p o l i c i n g non-emergency number. In the s p i r i t of rhe President's 
c a l l f c r a n a t i o n a l community p o l i c i n g number, the COPS Of f i c e 
w i l l award the Baltimore Police Department a grant t c as s i s t i n 
the implementation of t h i s program. The new number w i l l be 
o p e r s r i o n a l October 1 s t . 
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SNVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

A i r Tanker L e g i s l a t i o n : UVC s t a t f have been working t o expedite 
l e g i e i a t i o n that would make excess DOD air p l a n e s a v a i l a b l e to 
suppress w i l d f i r e s . The l e g i e i a t i o n haa been d r a f t e d and was 
discudaed favorably i n a House hearing today. Secretary Glickman 
w i l l formally transmit the l e g i a l a t i o n and w i l l hold a press 
conference e a r l y next week. We arc making every e f f o r t to get 
passage t h i s year (we hope t o proceed without o b j e c t i o n ) . 
Coincident w i t h t h i s e f f o r t , CBS evening news had a s t o r y on 
September 9 h i g h l i g h t i n g the aging f l e e t of a i r tankers, and 
lauding the ded i c a t i o n ,of the p i l o t s ; i n a d d i t i o n the September 
ieeue of National Geographic mentions t h i s issue. 

Family Right t o Know: DPC and other White House o t a f f are 
working w i t h EPA to r e f i n e the President's proposal t o provide 
f a m i l i e s w i t h b e t t e r i n f o r m a t i o n about t o x i c s and other hazards. 
Both l e g i s l a t i v e and n o n - l e g i s l a t i v e optionc are being 
considered. 

Rural Development Strategy: DPC s t a f f are working w i t h the 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e t o create a f e d e r a l r u r a l development 
strategy. DPC i s ho s t i n g an interagency d i s c u s s i o n of the 
strategy on h'riday, September 20. 

GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Local Empowerment and F l e x i b i l i t y Act DPC, OVP, and your s t a f f 
met Wednesday w i t h Democrats on t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . The b i l l would 
now provide f o r a demonstration program, w i t h 30 s i t e s i n s i x 
states. Three sta t e s would have CO have populations below 3.5 
m i l l i o n (about h a l f the states would q u a l i f y ) . 

Thc Department of Education's concerns w i t h p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t e d t o 
vouchers and IDEA have been f u l l y addressed. H a t f i e l d had 
planned to o f f e r the l e g i s l a t i o n as an amendment t o 
Treasury/Postal Appropriations. He had a unanimous consent 
agreement w i t h Sen. Kennedy ( a f t e r p u t t i n g i n several changes) 
and he had added language f o r Senator Byrd t h a t would pr o t e c t 
special p r o j e c t s added by appropriators. The amendment was 
pul l e d , however, and ws are uncertain when H a t f i e l d w i l l b r i n g up 
the b i l l now. We have remained s i l e n t , which has i r r i t a t e d 
H a t f i e l d ' s s t a f f . Glenn and Levin are now signed onto-the b i l l , 
and they are i n t e r e o t c d i n whether our p o s i t i o n has changed. 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS AND SPEECHES 

Monday £ Tueoday, I attended the NGA/NCSL/APWA Conference on 
welfare Keform. I de.liverpd the keynote addreec f o r the 
Conference Monday. 
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Wedneaday, Bob Nash, Paul Weinstein and I met with Bob Rapoza of 
Bob Rapo2a Associatee and a coaliCion of organizations advocating 
for a community development financial institutions initiative for 
rural areas to be funded by the Fund for Rural America in USDA. 
This is a most promising proposal and we will be worXing with the 
NEC, Kirsten Hoy and USDA among others to further explore the 
matter. 

Thursday, I met with Sarah LongaJter, Executive Director, and 
Keith Lee from the Children's cabinet of Reno, Nevada to follow 
up on the discussion on the needs of children held with their 
board when I visited Reno. 

I also met with Dr. Robert Bezdek and Dr. Jane Wilhour from the 
Texas A&M university at Corpus Christi's Early Childhood 
Development Center model program. They have built a state of the 
art facility for children ages 3 through third grad« and will 
incorporate comprehensive family services (including health 
delivered by the nursing education staff, counseling by the 
psychology department, and diagnostic worX by the special 
education department), teacher training, middle school one week 
course opportunities for schools throughout Texas, distance 
learning and many other innovative programs. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 7, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

From: Carol H. Rasco ^ l l - ^ " 

Subject: Weekly Reports: June 1 - June 7, 1996 

UPDATE ON KEY INITIATIVES 

WAIVERS 

Los Angeles County Medicaid Waiver -- Next week, HHS w i l l 
probably approve an amendment to t h i s waiver t h a t county 
o f f i c i a l s have been seeking, and w i l l announce a j o i n t workplan 
f o r c o n t i n u i n g e f f o r t s on the r e s t r u c t u r i n g of the county h e a l t h 
system. This would f u l f i l l our commitment t o review the proposal 
submitted by the county w i t h i n 45 days. 

DISABILITY ISSUES 

Termination of Bene f i t s f o r Drug A d d i c t s / A l c o h o l i c s --As noted 
i n the Cabinet Report t h i s month, SSA i s m a i l i n g notices t o 
200,000 SSI/SSDI b e n e f i c i a r i e s who are on the r o l l s due to drug 
a d d i c t i o n or alcoholism (DA&A) t h a t t h e i r b e n e f i t s w i l l ' e n d 
January 1, pursuant t o l e g i s l a t i o n enacted i n March. DPC s t a f f 
are working w i t h SSA and d i s a b i l i t y advocacy organizations t o t r y 
to ensure t h a t b e n e f i c i a r i e s w i t h DA&A who also have other, 
q u a l i f y i n g d i s a b i l i t i e s (such as AIDS/HIV) are not t e m p o r a r i l y 
dropped from the r o l l s . 

GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Local Empowerment and F l e x i b i l i t y Act -- DPC, OMB, and Leg. 
A f f a i r s continue t o work w i t h Senators H a t f i e l d , Glenn, and Levin 
on t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would provide the Executive branch w i t h 
waiver a u t h o r i t y regarding f i n a n c i a l assistance programs. A l l 
three departments w i l l be meeting w i t h s t a f f of Sens. H a t f i e l d 
and Levin t o discuss a d d i t i o n a l amendments t o the b i l l t h a t are 
needed before we can o f f e r support. Outstanding issues include 
ensuring t h a t environmental, h e a l t h and s a f e t y r e g u l a t i o n s are 
not waivable w i t h i n grant programs. Other issues include 
ensuring the President's a b i l i t y t o appoint the Vice President or 
other i n d i v i d u a l as chairperson of a s t a t u t o r i l y created 
Community Empowerment Board. 
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Campaign Finance Reform -- DPC, OVP, and Counsel's o f f i c e 
coordinated w i t h Commerce t o send t h i s week a l e t t e r t o the 
Federal Communications Commission i n support of Fox Broadcasting 
Co. f o r an exemption from the "equal o p p o r t u n i t i e s " p r o v i s i o n of 
Section 315 of the Communications Act t o al l o w Fox t o provide 
f r e e TV a i r time t o p r e s i d e n t i a l candidates t h i s f a l l . 

IMMIGRATION 

L e g i s l a t i o n -- The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n forwarded i t s views l e t t e r on 
the immigration l e g i s l a t i o n t o Congress. Commissioner Meissner 
began meeting w i t h conferees. (She has met w i t h twelve so f a r . ) 
Senator Kennedy's o f f i c e r e p o r t s t h a t there are 40 Senators now 
committed t o s i g n i n g a l e t t e r opposing the p r o v i s i o n t o k i c k 
i l l e g a l immigrant k i d s out of schools. Former President Bush 
c r i t i c i z e d t r y i n g t o address i l l e g a l immigration by throwing kids 
out on the s t r e e t s . Many law enforcement o f f i c i a l s and groups --
such as the F r a t e r n a l Order of Police and I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Brotherhood of Police O f f i c e r s --as w e l l as educators continue 
to contact Congress i n op p o s i t i o n t o t h i s p r o v i s i o n . 

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

MEETINGS 

On Tuesday, June 4, I spoke at the Annual Meeting of the National 
T r a n s i t i o n Network about school t o work and other l i f e 
t r a n s i t i o n s f o r d i s a b l e d students. 

On Wednesday, June 5, I attended the CASA (National Center on 
Ad d i c t i o n and Substance Abuse at Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ) press 
conference and luncheon where Joe Califano, CASA's d i r e c t o r , 
presented CASA's new r e p o r t . Substance Abuse and the American 
Women. Betty Ford, her daughter Susan, and General McCaffrey 
also spoke. 

On Wednesday I hosted a White House b r i e f i n g f o r the National 
Society of Professional Engineers. Don Arbuckle of OIRA, A r a t i 
Prabhakar, D i r e c t o r of NIST, and Joseph Bordogna of the National 
Science Foundation addressed the group. A l M i l l e r of Newport, AR 
has r e c e n t l y been e l e c t e d t o the Executive Committee of t h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n and was w i t h them. 

On Wednesday I also spoke at a Women In f o r m a t i o n Network Dinner 
w i t h three other "Women i n the White House." 

PRESS 

On Wednesday I was interviewed by Li n c o l n Steed of L i s t e n 
magazine, a magazine f o r young people t h a t stresses p o s i t i v e 
choices w i t h an emphasis on avoiding a l c o h o l and drugs. He i s 
planning t o do a cover s t o r y on my daughter and myself. 


