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November 11, 1996

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

-Allow me to call to your attention a groundbreaking article in the cnc":loscd December issue of
. MONEY, tided "The Lethal Dangers of the Billion-Dollar Vaccine Business.” This story, by
" award-winning médic¢dl writer Andrea Rock, raises serious questions about the dangers our
children are exposed to both routinely and unnecessarily through vaccinations.

A four-month MONEY investigation has uncovered an alarming pattem in which
pharmmaceutical firms, the federal government and the nation's doctors have put our children
at risk of contracting incurable, potentially fatal diseases such as polio and suffering vaccine
side effects such as permanent brain damage.

These risks accompany the vaccinations we are bound, morally if not legally, to let
pediatricians administer to our kids. For example, conventional American medical wisdom
says that polio vaccinations can sometimes, albeit rarely, cause the very discases they are
meant to prevent. It's the nature of the beast, we've been told. Those who are infecied can
chalk it up to fate.

But as MONEY reports, that premise is false. As the magazine detaily, the risks apply
primarily to vaccines that are developed in certain ways. often the cheapest. Yet far safer
alternative vaccines are not only available today (and are currently in use in other countries,
including Japan and Canada), they have been available for decades in some cases.

As the nation's leading service magazine, MONEY takes its role as an advocate for our 10
million readers very seriously~Quragticle calls for a total ban on dangerous vaccines
(similar 1o public policy in Japan), vastly expanded research into the nature of
immunization and full disclosure GTTRE HSKS of common vaccines and their alternatives.

I would welcome your reaction to this article—pro or con—with an cye toward sharing
your thoughts with our readers.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
I"LML‘— m
A Time Waraer Compuny
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Daphne Mosher - |
Laetters to the Editor Nb\/ u% RS
MONEY fragazine

Time Life Building

New York, New York 10020

Dear Ms, Mosher,

In response to your December article, "The Lethal Dangers of the

Billion-Dollar Vaccine Business," I am writing to correct gome  of

——— i : nd address some of

FHEY e mistaken «Conu TS e - Aaiore_than four

decades of experienc B TRV o s
about the article's potential for creating unwarrantec az
parents about vaccinating their children. Let me be clear:
vaccines are safe and effective, and they save children's lives.
Through timely immunization, we have baen able to virtually
eliminate diseases that, only a generation ago, would kill and
disable thousands of children in the United States every year.
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Parental trust in the nation's immunization program has been and
alwayg will be critical to its succesa. Our nation's scientific,
medical, and public health experts safeguard that trust through
rigorous research and careful consideration of the risks and

ﬁinfﬁit' of sach vaccine before racommending them for children or
1 . . ,

Occagionally} individuals dc experience side effectg from
vaccines, as is true for most products. However, serious gigde
effccts_are extremely rare. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevantion (CDC) ingists that doctoers inform parents of any known
risks, as well as the substantial benefits.

Nonetheless, -our goal is to reduce even minimal risks t
and that's why both CDC and the Food and Drug Ad ation

minigtration
vaceine safety a top Priority,

(FDA) have made For example, the'

FDA zacently approved an acellular ertussis v
PY¥Otects infants against whooping cgugh witi £2§Zin:iszfgffects
and CDC has xacommanded a revised childheod immunization schedule
for polio that,will be safer, and Y2t just as effective, as

. pPrevious recommendations in preventing disease among our
children. Your article dismisses these faces.

1'e Bikiia Hawion Qeariian



e

LN

. vaccine manufacturers to continus to work on safer and more
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In regaré to any possible link between the SV40 virus in vaccinesl_ﬁjaga

and human tumors, whiech your piece mentions, let me again state -
the facts: since 1961, the FDA has required manufacturers to test
vaccines for the SV40 virus and show that vaccines are virus-
free. We have carefully followed regearch on this igsue for mors
than 30 years and believe that any connection is speculative.
However, several agencies within the Public Health Service are
spongoring a meeting in early 1997 that will bring together
:cientists and public health officials te further raview this
ssue.

As science advances, discoveries will be made not only in the
ared of vaccines, but in other fields of medicine as well. Wea
always regret the injury of even a single child, and we urge °

effective vaccines. Our top pricrity is to continue the kind of
scientific research and rigorous oversight that has brought us
thie Ear. j _

In the United States today, ¢hildhood immunization ratea are at
all-time highs, and vaccine-preventable diseases such as
diphtheris, polio, anrd mumps are at all-time lows. However, we
cannot afford to become complacent. We must ensure that all
children are adequately immunized against ten life-threatening
diseases from birth to age two. We must encourage parents to
dlscuss thelr children's immunization with a trustsd health care
provider. And, we must continue our commitment to making the
safest and moet effective vaccines available for all of our

nation's children. .

Sincerely yours,

"-ILQ LrgC b =
Phillip Lee, M.D.
Asgistant Secretary for Health



