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The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
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. t\1).o_w me to �aj.l to your altention a .groundbrealcing �rticle in the endlosed December ;ssue of
� ... MO�Y_, _till�d "�e -���J _Dangers �f the Billi9n-D0Hf� Vaccin�. :f3_µ$I.ne.�s/ .. This story, by

a�ard-winnmg medical writer Andrea Rock, raises senous quesuons about the dangers our 
children are exposed to both routinely and unnecessarily chrough vaccinations. 

A four•month MONEY investigation has uncovered an aJarming pattem in which

phannaceutical firms, the federal govemmenc and the nation's doct0rs have put our t=hild1ien 
at risk of contracting incurable, potentially fatal diseases such as polio and suffering vaccine 
side effect� such as permanent brain damage. 

These risks accompany the vaccinations we are bound, morally if not legally, to let 
pediatricians administer to our kids. For example, conventional American medical wisdom 
says that polio vaccinations can sometimes, albeit rarely, cause the very diseases they are 
meant to prevent. It's the nature of the beast, we've been told. Those who are infected can 
chalk it up to fate. 

Bue as MONEY reports, that premise is false. As the magazine detail!:-, the risks apply 
primarily to vaccines that are developed in certain ways. often the cheapest. Yet far safer 
alternative vaccines are not only available today (and are currently in use in other countries, 
including Japan and Canada), they have been available for decades in some cases. 

As the nation's leading service magazine, MONEY takes its ro1e as an advocate for our 10 
million readers very seriously:---011!..Mticle calls.fgr a total ban 011.Q.fil1_g�!QY.§ __ y�cl;_i_!l� ... 
(similar LO public policy in Japan), vastly expanded research_into_ the_ n�f!,H�. c;,f 
immunization and full disclosure of ffie ns1csof' common vaccines and their alternatives... . . . .  ' ... 

, . ... . ...... ,._ .. . , ..• , .... ,, .. , .. , ......... , .... . .. . ,. , . ,  
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I would welcome your reaction to this artide-pro or con-with an �ye toward sharing 
your thoughts with our readers. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Mr ,-T ---
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Off let of the Secretary 

Assistant S«cr«ery for Health 
Office of Public Health and Science 

Washington D.C. 20201 

Daphne Mosher 
Letters to the Editor 
MONEY magazine 
Time Ijtfe Building 
New York, Hew York 10020 

Dear Me. Moaher. 

In response to.your December article , "The Lethal Dangers of the 
Billion-Dollar Vaccine SusineBs," I am writing to correct some of 

inaccuracies in the piece and address some of 
: <f-ii» m+̂ u-̂ 'fE l̂̂ mî mmmî +m^̂ tvHĵ ^Q ĵ]̂  ̂ pjg than four 
decades of experience in public" "health) <-2 
about the article's potential for creating unwarfantee 
parents about vaccinating their children. Let me be clear: 
vaccines are safe and effective, and they save children's lives. 
Through timely immunisation, we have been able to virtually 
eliminate diseases that, only a generation ago, would k i l l and 
disable thousands of children in the United States every year. 

Parental crust in the nation's immunization program has been and 
always will be critical to its auccesa. Our nation's scientific, 
medical, and public health experts safeguard that trust through 
^f£ 0? f i r f s e a r £ h an<a careful consideration of the risks and 
adSui vaccine before recommending them for children or 

Occasionally,' individuals do experience side effects from 
vaccines, as is true for most products. However, serious side 
effects are extremely rare. The Centers for Dieiase Control and 



In regard to any possible link between the SV40 virus in vaccines 
and human tumors, which your piece mentions, let me again state 
the facts: since 1961, the PDA has required manufacturers to test 
vaccines for the SV-40 virus and show that vaccines are virus-
free. We have carefully followed research on this issue for mora 
than 30 yeara and believe that any connection i s speculative. 
However, several agencies within the Public Health Service are 
sponsoring a meeting in early 1997 that w i l l bring together 
scientists and public health officials to further review this 
issue. 

As science advances, discoveries will be made not only in the 
area of vaccines, but in other fields of medicine as well. We 
always regret the injury of even a single child, and we urge 
vaccine manufacturers to continue to work on safer and more 
effective vaccines;. Our top priority ie to continue the kind of 
s c i e n t i f i c research and rigorous oversight that has brought us 
this far. 1 

In the United States today, childhood immunization rates are at 
all-time highs, and vaccine-preventable diseases such ae 
diphtheria, polio, and mumps are at all-time lows. However, we 
cannot afford to become complacent. We must ensure that a l l 
children are adequately immunized against ten life-threatening 
diseases from birth to age two. We must encourage parents to 
discuss their children's immuni2atlon with a trusted health care 
provider. And, we;must continue our commitment to making the 
safest and most effective vaccines available for a l l of our 
nation's children.; 

Sincerely yours, 

Phillip Lee, M.D. 
A s s i e t a n t Secretary f o r Health 
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