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Hispanic Organizations Reject Tobaceo Agreement; Call for
Support of Kaop/]{essler Roport Recommeudpﬂ ans

WASHINGTON, July 29 /PRNcwswuc/ - m sobacco mdus{ r heg haoked a new generation of
.smokm.wemmn_: o) & woak pettl M ng of Hispanic communities,” said Dr.
rasident ar thmdﬁulm Services
Jacqueling | ymes Prosident of the American Lung
 iobacsn Jadustry, wa will be saying 1o the American peaple that
havie. Thi istheww;_....';_ for eur ehildren ta hoer *

; o i" QPP‘”“'OR 00 “l! Mm ‘OW wmwm reached
ampanics 10 settle a seriey of lwsuits against the industry.
oop/Ressler Policy and Pubhc Health report as a blueprint for

Dr Delgado concluded Whnle Hnspamcs have tradmonally been the group |east hkely to smoke, new
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data shows that among 8th graders Hispanics are now the group most likely to smoke. The $5 billion
spent annually by tobacco companies in promotion has hooked a new generation of smokers. We are in
this for the long haul and we will win the fight for our children."

SOURCE: National Coalition of Hispanic Health and Human Services Organizations
Contact: Adolph P. Falcon of COSSMHO, 202-797-4335 or 800-218-9725; or Sherri Watson of ALA, 202-785-3355

More news for related industries: government, healthcare, tobacco.
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So many people don't.”

No, they don’t. Others know it but
focus more on the myriad ways it
could be better. More money, more
love, more sex, more appreciation by
. family and co-workers. If they just had
- more, life could really be good: Some
" ofus can't see the good life for -
worrying about disasters-to-come, or
about people whose lives truly are
awful—a concern which, by itself,

{- helpsnoone. -
1 The cashier, whose appreciation of
23 years of uniglamorous service
~. . seemed as out of place as inner-city
“Ueer, reminded me of how close at
« hand happiness can be. Of how rarely,
- even when nothing is really wrong,
{-we accept happiness as belongingto
L us.
What do we accept?

See BRITT, B4, Col. 5

. Glancing quickly away from people
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Alrport Safer Ins1de but Not

Short Runways and Dense{y Popul'ated Surrou

By Alice Reid

‘Washington Post Staff Writer

National Airport’s new $450 million,' termi-
nal, which opens for business Sunday, has '

been designed with safety in mind—from its
non-slip terrazzo- floors to its 3,200 fire and

smoke alarms. The concrete around the air- *

line gate area slopes away from the building to
keep any jet fuel spills from seeping into the
foundation and creating a fire hazard.

But even after a decade-long renovation that
will cost more than $1 billion in all, National in
many ways will still be the same airport that

critics have derided as potential] -
with short, intersecting runways
landfill peninsula and surrounde(
and neighborhoods.

“It has all the problems of asm:
airport—short runways, interse
ways, with hazards at the ends. It
same kinds of problems that it did
renovation, said Mary Schiavo, for;
tor general for the U.S. Departme;

_portation, who has been an-outspol

aviation safety standards. -
National’s renovation—which t
new terminal includes parking

.%Latlno Festlval
E Rejects Alcohol,
jTobacco Funds

L e A

By Ruben Castaneda
Washington Post Staff Writer .

¥ N - . ..
¢ ‘Saying they are putting the wel-
“fare of the commumty above the
bottom line, organizers of this week-
jend’s D.C. Latino. Festival are es-
cl’iewmg sponsorship from alcoholic
;beverage and tobacco companies—a

' ;stand that will put the group as much g - |

-~ ;a5$40,000 in the red. :

! _:; “This is for the good of the com-
+munity,” said Eduardo Perdomo,
Z«premdent of the festival. “We are
“trying to set an example. We don'’t

. ‘;need beer to enjoy the festival. It's a
- family-oriented event, and we want
zeveryone to come and enjoy it in
»peace.”
.+ It will be the first time in the -
- festival’'s 27-year history that .orga-
““nizers have not sought support from
:a beer company. In previous years
-one beer company has been a prima- -
-, Ty supporter of the event. :
 Last year, Coors provided $10,000
.and beer worth an equal amount,
- which was sold at reduced prices at
_-booths in the festival, Perdomo said. -

Duve ANDDRIZZLE W”/S 7/‘

- In other years, Miller and Budweiser

"+ have supported reduced-price beer.
- . This year no beer will be sold.

* Inrecent years, the festival, which

‘- drew ‘an estimated 500,000 people

See FESTIVAL, B4, Col. 1
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BY JAMES A. PARC.
Practice was even wetter than usual yesterday as youngsters bundled up in the chilly drizzle at the
Annandale. From left are members of the Cardinal Hill Dive Team: Katie Moore, 9, Jessie Robbins, ¢
McCarthy, 11. The National Weather Service attributed the cool weather—a high of 69 degrees—!

expected Troplcal Storm Danny. Temperatures are expected to reach 84 degrees today, with I




AIRPORT, From B1

: would never happen,” said James A
! Wilding, general manager of the
: Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority, which operates National

and Dulles International airports. He -

added that because National is de-

signed as a commuter’ airport that -

does not -handle large airliners,
planes using its runways now “have
fine margins of safety.”

So officials overseeing National's
redevelopment have focused on

- making other parts of the airport

safer. A new exterior sprinkler sys-
tem—made necessary, officials say,
by .the closeness of the glass-walled
-terminal to airline gates and run-
' ways—is a part of that effort.
i A fire outside the new terminal's
i window wall would activate 84 exteri-
i or sprinklers that can spray thou-
‘ sands of gallons of water across the
! surface of the glass, keeping it cool
1and intact and protecting people in
the building. The glass is built to
withstand the thrust of jet engines or
other blasts. Should it ever break, it

would . crumble into small, dull . _
" curve of the Potomac River when -

pieces, rather than sharp shards. "

“An airplane sitting there at the .

\ gate has an enormous amount of fue}

yon board, and you have to be very
l . ~ N

COHSOIIUN b bad FETIOIN

“You keep lhat in mind in lhc dcslgn
of everything around it, including
the building.”

But critics, mcludmg some pilots,

continue to complam about the safe- )
* otherwise be.”

ty of the runways........

Several years ago, a survey of 200 '
- Aviation Administration, the pilots -

pilots rated National as the nation's-
most challenging airport, with its
main runway intersected by two
shorter, crosswind runways. (By
comparison, Dulles has parallel run-
ways, each 11,500 feet long, plus a
12,500-foot-long crosswind runway.)
“We need to be closer to the
perfect pilot to fly in here. . . . Nation-
al is a safe airport, but it has shorter
runways,” said Bob Davis, a pilot
who flies in and out of National and

- heads the safety committee of the Air
Line Pilots Association. “But it's well -

within our capabilities.”
Because hundreds of thousands of

residents live. within a 10-mile radius
.of the a.lrport, National requires that

to keep noise -down, jets. cut their

power on takeoff at 1,500 feet, then.
gradually climb until they are 10

miles out. They also must follow the

janding from or taking off to the

north. The noxseconu'ol procedures-

and axrspace restnct:ons over Wash-

vis bzud !

“That keeps us lower than we
would be normally he said. “If we
lose an engine, we're in a far more
dangerous situation than we would

In a June letter to the Federa.l

association said that such restric-
tions detract from safety.
FAA officials counter that Nation-
al's safety record is “excellent.”
“It's an older airport and has a
smaller amount of land, but of course
operators know that and make allow-

“ances for it,” said an FAA official who

oversees airport standards and who
requested anonymity. “The runways
are built to our standards, and a lot of
money has gone into the mainte-
nance of those runways. It's a safe
airport.”

In 56 years of operation, there
have been two fatal crashes.at Na-

. tional involving passenger planes.

The most recent was the 1982 crash

of an Air Florida plane that hit the
14th Street bridge shortly after take- .
off and killed 74 people, four of them

on the bridge. In 1949, a fighter plane
plowed into the rear of a DC4 that

. was landing, and 55 people on board

were killed. Federal irrvgsﬁgators did

crash.

When planes heading into Nation-
al experience problems, they usually
are directed to Dulles’s longer run-
ways.

Yesterday, a corporate jet headed
to National with eight people aboard
was waved off to Dulles when cock-
pit warning lights indicated a landing

gear problem. The plane landed safe-

ly at Dulles.

National's critics, who have con-
centrated primarily on how noisy the
airport is, are now shifting their
focus to safety. Many fear that the
need to repay the bonds that were
sold to renovate National will result
in more pressure to ease federal
restrictions that limit the number
and size of planes using the airport.

“It will be more dangerous than
before, because it will be so attrac-
tive, so comfortable,” said Sherwin
Landfield, who heads a group called
Citizens Against Airport Noise. “To
pay off all the debt . . . they are going

- to do'a lot of things to market it.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION _“D

To learn more about the revamped
airport, click on the above symbol on
the front page of The Post’s Web site
at www.washingtonpost.com

FestIval Av01ds Alcoho], Tobacco Support for the Good of the Commumty

. FESTIVAL, From B1

over its two days last year, has been

.marred by violence, which police
said was fueled in part by alcohol.

Last year, the festival was shut
down early when three people were
shot and wounded and two others
were injured by broken bottles after
several fights erupted among: young
men in the crowd. Festival organiz-
ers, community workers and police
-said some of the violence was gang-
related, aggravated in part by heavy
drinking.

Afterward, festival organizers
were blasted on the air by Elmer

. Huerta, a'physician who is host of a

popular local Spanish-language radio
show on health issues. Huerta ac-
cused the organizers of selling out
the community by relying so much
on beer money.

The salvo led to meetings between

‘Huerta and festival organizers. Per-
‘domo said the festival's board of
directors decided unanimously this
ryear not to seek beer or tobacco

. isponsors

The Marlboro cxgarette company
;offered to be a sponsor, and organiz-
iers turned it down, Perdomo said.

i* The festival has about $20,000 in

isponsorship money lined up and is

LATINO FESTIVAL TO CLOSE STREETS

he 27th annual D.C Iatma Festwal will be held from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. tomorrow and Sunday on Pennsylvania
Avenue from Ninth Street to 13th Street NW. The following
streets will be closed from 9 p.m. today to 11 p.m. tomorrow
_and Jrom 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday:
m 10th Street from E Street to Constitution Avenue NW.
m 11th Street from E Street to Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
m 12th Street from Constitution Avenue to E Street NW.-
m 13th Street from E Street to Pennsylvania Avenue NW. !
®Pennsylvania Avé_nue from Ninth Street to 14th Street NW.
SQURCE: D.C. Office of Emergency Preparedness

currently running a $20,000 deficit,
which could double by the end of the

weekend, Perdomo said. “We hope a.

company or foundation will help us,”
he said. “Right now, we don't know
how we'll pay for” the festival.
During the last decade, alcoholic
beverage and tobacco companies
have poured millions of dollars into
sponsoring minority events and pub-
lications. Some critics have said the
corporate donations are.a form of

marketing to burgeomng consumer"-'

THE WASHINGTON POST

" groups—Latinos and ‘blacks—who

suffer disproportionately from alco-
holism'and diseases assocrated with
smoking.

As word of the festival's decision
spread through the Spanish-lan-

guage press this week, Perdomo_

said, he received dozens of congratu-
latory phone calls, some from as far
as Florida and New York.

Local health advocates and D.C.

police joined in giving kudos to the :

festival's organizers.

“'I‘hey’re very courageous and
should be commended for their
stand in favor of public health in spite
of the consequences,” said Jeannette
Noltenius, executive director of the
Latino Council on Alcohol and To-
bacco, a nonprofit national group
that combats alcohol and tobacco
problems among Latinos.

“This kind of action needs to be
taken in the Latino and black com-
munities. We applaud the Latino
community for stepping up and say-
ing no to the seductive goodwill of
the alcohol and tobacco industries,”
said the Rev. Alpha Brown, chairman
of the 'cause children count coalition
inc., a D.C. nonprofit group that
ﬁghts underage drinking and smok-
ing.

Brown said he was so msplred he”

donated $100 to the feshval from his

* own pocket.
. The festival will feature music and

booths selling food, artwork, crafts
and educational material tomorrow
and Sunday on Pennsylvania Avenue
NW between Ninth and 13th streets.
A parade will be held at 11 am.
Sunday on Constitution Avenue NW

between Seventh and 14th streets

NW.
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"Tobacco Settlement and Communities of Color' Press Briefing

Statement of John Garrison,
Managing Director, American Lung Association

Statement of Jacqueline D. McLeod, M.P.H.. M.Ed.
Past President, American Lung Association

Statement of Samuel Aguayo, M.D.

Statement of John Garrison,
Managing Director, American Lung Association

"Tobacco Settlement and Communities of Color" Press Briefing
July 15, 1997

Washington, DC -- I am John Garrison, Managing Director of the American Lung Association.
This morning's press briefing will focus on the global tobacco settlement and communities of color.
On June 20, the nation's largest tobacco companies agreed to a Proposed Resolution to settle
lawsuits filed by states' Attorneys General seeking to recover Medicaid monies spent on treating
tobacco-related diseases. The American Lung Association is opposed to the Proposed
Resolution--it is premature and wrong. Proceeding with this settlement could grant legitimacy to an
industry whose behavior we find reprehensible. By vindicating the industry, a deal now tells the
public that tobacco use is an appropriate and safe behavior.

Make no mistake, the pact is historic. The proposal marks the first time the tobacco industry has
agreed to settle smoking-related legal claims. But the benefits of the settlement come at too great a
prile-AhR health 08¢ chiliren®SFhé Affericdh Lend-AlSoci8tidh® andlysiof the®Progosdd  '° !
Resolution shows that its public health provisions are insufficient to keep tobacco out of the hands
of children. The settlement weakens the authority of the Food and Drug Administration to regulate
tobacco products, providing countless loopholes that allow the tobacco companies to continue to
market their lethal product to our children.

The American Lung Association served on the Advisory committee on Tobacco and Public Health
chaired by former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop and former FDA Commissioner David
Kessler. The Committee produced a blueprint for tobacco control--a document that closes all of the
loopholes carefully crafted by the tobacco industry in its own settlement with the states.

07/23/97 16:49:58
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prevalence rates. The report recommends that:

Specific and increasingly stringent targets for the reduction of tobacco use by children and
adolescents (also known as "performance standards") should be established and become binding
on the tobacco industry by brand within the next two years. Failure by the tobacco industry to
meet these targets should result in predictable financial penalties sufficiently severe to act as a
strong deterrent to continued failure.

In addition to company specific requirements to reduce youth smoking, the tobacco companies
must disclose all of the documents they are hiding. We must craft strategies to specifically counter
the sales and marketing efforts geared towards each niche market. The tobacco industry has been
smart enought to target specific brands to specific customers. While our efforts on tobacco control
must be comprehensive, we must tailor our efforts to each community as the Koop and Kessler
Commission recommends.

Finally, we cannot forget about the people of the rest of the world. The proposed settlement
ignores them. If we are truly going to confront tobacco, our tobacco control policy cannot end at
our shores. Children around the world must be protected from the addiction, disease and death
tobacco causes.

Statement of Samuel Aguayo, M.D.

"Tobacco Settlement and Communities of Color" Press Briefing
Washington, DC July 15, 1997

Washington, DC -- Good Moring. I am Dr. Samuel Aguayo, Associate Chief of Staff for
Education at the Atlanta V.A. Medical Center, and Professor of Medicine at Emory
University. I am also an active volunteer for the American Lung Association. As a physician
and researcher, I have long been concerned about the growing impact of tobacco use on
persons of color. I see patients of varying ethnic origins every day who have been
hospitalized due to a smoking-related illness. Like the American Lung Association, I am
concerned that compromises outlined in the tobacco settlement fall considerably short of
protecting the public health needs of all Americans of all colors.

The tobacco agreement, at first glance, seems to support negotiators' claims that they have
solved this nation's tobacco problems. But when the tobacco smoke clears, we still will be
faced“With tife tobacco igstty's dismal tecord ofF lies, manfpuilation arfd-bad faith.
Advertising and marketing restrictions, that on the surface seem rigid, certainly will not
escape the craftiness of the tobacco industry. The industry has never had problems marketing
its product in the past. In fact, the industry has just demonstrated how quickly it can reinvent
itself by unveiling a brand new series of deceptively slick ads to replace the Joe Camel
campaign that so effectively targeted our nation's children.

It should be no surprise that public health protections in the tobacco settlement are minimal.
The American Lung Association fears this deal adds up to millions and millions more people
suffering from smoking-related disease and death. What's worse will be the disproportionate
impact that the settlement will have upon communities of color -- communities already
heavily targeted by tobacco industry.

07/23/97 16:49:58
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African-Americans, for example, have one of the highest smoking-related mortality rates.
More than 47,000 African-Americans die from smoking related diseases each year.
Especially troubling is the lung cancer death rate among African-American males, which is
nearly 50 percent higher than for whites. Lung cancer accounts for 25 percent of all cancers
among black males.

In the Hispanic and Latino communities, smoking rates and the incidence of lung cancer,
though previously relatively low, are increasing as more Hispanics begin to smoke. In 1994,
smoking prevalence among Hispanics was 19.5 percent. Among Hispanics, men suffer lung
cancer mortality rates three times that of women. Among Puerto Rico Americans, 25 percent
smoke; among Mexican Americans, the rate is 22.2 percent, and among Cuban Americans
the rate is 20.7 percent.

Smoking rates in Native American/Alaskan Native populations are 28 percent for men and
35 percent for women. Some studies suggest smoking rates to be as high as 53.7 % in
Alaskan Native men. Smokeless tobacco use remains considerably higher among Native
American women, with usage at 9 times the national mean and 38 times that for women in
general. We are also concerned about the almost 40 percent of Native American women who
endanger their infants' health by smoking during pregnancy.

Although overall smoking rates have remained lower among Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders, research has found that nearly half of the men in some Southeast Asian
communities are smokers. In 1990, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, which includes
emphysema and chronic bronchitis and is almost always caused by smoking, was the fourth
leading cause of chronic disease-related deaths in Asian men, and the seventh leading in
Asian women.

Statistics such as these will not change under the proposed tobacco settlement. Moreover,
the cost of treating tobacco-related diseases is expected to exceed the $97.2 billion that
tobacco use now costs this country each year. Living with a tobacco deal that does not
adequately address public health interests should not be a burden imposed upon anyone.

The American Lung Association has been fighting lung disease for 90 years. With the generous support of the public
and the help of our volunteers, we have seen many advances against lung disease. However, our work is not finished.
As we look forward to our second century, we will continue to strive to make breathing easier for everyone. Along
with our medical section, the American Thoracic Society, we provide programs of education, community service,
advocacy, and research. The American Lung Association's activities are supported by donations to Christmas Seals®

and other voluntary contributions.

Back to Association News

For more information on lung health, programs, and special events, call your local American Lung
Association at 1-800-LUNG-USA.

When You Can't Breathe, Nothing Else Matters ®
Copyright 1997 American Lung Association

07/23/97 16:49:58
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Physicians Plan a Forum to Find Ways
To Curb Blacks' Tobacco Consumption
By Timothy Noah

Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal
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The Wall Street Journal
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(Copyright (c) 1996, Dow Jones & Company, Inc.)

WASHINGTON -- Five prominent African-American physicians said they
will convene a "leadership forum" within the next six months to devise
ways to limit tobacco consumption by blacks.

In announcing the new initiative, the doctors opened up a new front
in the war that health experts are waging against the tobacco industry.

Although many individuals in the black community have spoken out
against smoking -- most notably, former Health and Human Services

* Secretary Louis Sullivan -- civil-rights groups, many of which receive
* contributions from the tobacco industry, have generally kept silent on
the issue.

The five doctors who unveiled the initiative at a Washington news
conference sponsored by the National Medical Association, an
organization of black physicians, were: Yvonnecris Smith Veal, president
of the National Medical Association; LaSalle D. Leffall, president of
the American College of Surgeons; Lonnie R. Bristow, president of the
American Medical Association; Gerald Thomson, president of the American
College of Physicians; and William Anderson, immediate past president of
the American Osteopathic Association.

Several of the physicians offered explicit support for the Food and
Drug Administration's proposed restrictions on tobacco marketing deemed
accessible to children, though a definitive policy statement from the
group isn't likely until after a final rule is issued.

In addition, the physicians were highly critical of tobacco-industry
attempts to target black consumers. Protests within the black community
against such marketing "are extremely encouraging, and when viewed
against the backdrop of the exorbitant amount of dollars flowing to the
African-American community by the tobacco industry, are also quite
remarkable," said Dr. Anderson.

But the group may face an uphill battle persuading the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Congressional

Source: Wall Street Journal, April 10, 1996
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Black Caucus, both of which have received extensive tobacco-industry
contributions, to join their effort. Although several minority
organizations were in attendance at the news conference, there were no
representatives from these two groups. Alvina Bey, project director for
the National Medical Association's antismoking effort, said that neither
group was invited because both are members of the Summit Health
Coalition, which was represented at the news conference.

Trends over the past two decades show a sharp decline in smoking
among African-American high school seniors -- to 7% in 1995, down from
25% in 1977 -- while smoking among white high school seniors has
declined only slightly, to 25%, down from 29%. The physicians said they
were unable to account for the change, but said that black youths
generally have lower discretionary income than white youths, and
therefore might be harder hit by rising cigarette taxes.

But the physicians also said that smoking among both African-American
and white high-school seniors rose between 1994 and 1995 -- to 7% from
5% for blacks, and to 25% from 23% for whites. They also said that for
the last 30 years, smoking has been slightly more prevalent among blacks
of all ages than among whites.

Source: Wall Street Journal, April 10, 1996
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