Message Outline for Food Safety Event

This week marks the fourth anniversary of a frightening outbreak of e.coli in
undercooked hamburgers in the Pacific Northwest.

. This Administration understands that government can't do everything. But

we also recognize that there are some things that only government can do —
and one of them is taking the lead in ensuring the safety of our nation’s food

supply.

The U.S. has one of the safest food supplies in the world. But there’s still a
lot more that needs to be done. By some estimates, as many as 9,000
deaths and 33 million ilinesses in the U.S. each year are food-related.
Hospital costs are estimated to be more than $3 billion a year.

. I want to review the progress we’'ve made in the past four years and to

announce some specific action steps to ensure that our food supply is the
safest in the world.

A: Progress in past four years:

+ New science-based approach for seafood inspection introduced
in December, 1995.

¢ Similar new science-based requirements for meat and poultry
inspection announced in July, 1996. These tough new
prevention-oriented requirements go into effect this week.

¢ Safe Drinking Water Act signed in July 1996.

- ¢ CDC opened five sentinel sites to detect and study food-borne

pathogens in 1995.

¢ Signed the Food Quality Protection Act in August, 1996, to
protect all Americans, and especially children, from unsafe
levels of pesticides in food.

B: New steps | am announcing today:

¢ New national early warning system for food-borne ilinesses that
will include three new sites, in addition to the five that are
currently operating, and new systems for faster and more
effective coordination and communication between federal
health authorities and state and local governments. More
disease detectives; and building of nationwide computerized
DNA “fingerprint” library of food-borne pathogens to allow
investigators to rapidly determine the source of a food-borne
iliness.



To pay for these new measures, | will request $42 million in
addition investments for food-safety in the 1998 budget | will
send to Congress on February 6.

Finally, | am directing the Secretaries of HHS and Agriculture,
and the Environmental Protection Administrator, to work with
consumers groups and private indusrtry and report back to me
within 90 days on measures we can put in place to make the
system even stronger.
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Centers fqr Diseass
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ensuring food safety.
This system will halp maast cinrging challaenges to the facd
supply such as the appearance of hovel puth&qaus and the growving
~MORE~-
!



01-16-97 07:25PM  EROM 0ASPA NEWS DIV T0 94565381 P001/001

a1r16/97 1°:18 NO.33S Pue4-8a5

resimtance of mome recognised pa 'egenn tbiltundﬁrd treatnents.
~Tha graeater diversity of tha American food| supply, including the
larger zole that imported foods p&ay in thg Am*z can diet,
require strengthencd systems of 1$tarugunc§ coorj
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The nevw national esarly vu:nigg system will l'q)llp idantiry

outbreaks aearlier, preventing illpesses and possibly deaths. The
. 8 sentinel sitma will also qlthar“duta that will advance

sclentific understanding ot toodhﬁrna illness and further aefforts

to identify and prevent harmfu) c;ntanination of the food supply.

To date, the firat five sentinel gites have gathered data on
mors than 2,570 reported cases of;foodborne illness, including
physical samples vhich have bsen #unt to CDC for further
analysee. This data is hroaden1n§ the base of u;iantific
knowladge on much in!nctioul-hactéria asz Campylochacter,
salmonella, Shigella and E. coli.:

This food safaty initiative i”‘uilds upon a s ﬁqr of aatiuns
that have baen taken over tha past few years to introduce state-
of-the-art, science-basad approacﬁcs toward protecting the food
supply. These actions inclyda:

= Updating the requirements fior seafood, mnak d poultry
by incorporating rood hagard prevantion IaEﬁzgisml -
bringing on line science-based approaches
prevanting food contamination.

= Strengthening the Safe Drimking Water Act.
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- 8igning the Food Quality Protection Act which sats forth

A new approach for streamlining the! raqul tion of

pasticides with an smphasis on public heslth protection
for children. ' !

l \
- Providing an additional 842 million in resourcas for on
going food safety programsisuch as FDA’s geafiood HACCP
program and UBDA’e conuumcﬁ education etfarts.
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES NEW FOOD SAFETY MEASURES

The Clinton Administration today announced new measures to increase
the safety of the nation's food supply. Stricter safety
precautions for fruit and vegetable juices, improved seafood
inspections, increased investment in research, risk assessment and
surveillance, and a new national public education campaign top the
list of initiatives included in the Administration report, "Food
Safety From Farm to Table."

"Our families must be able to sit down _a : ime without any
worries about the safety of their foods” President Clinton said.
"We can give them that peace of mind/ but we have to work harder
and smarter using new technologies 4nd educating people to ensure
that food travels safely from the /farm to the table."

In his January 25 radio address, the President announced he was
requesting $43.2 million for food safety in his FY 1998 budget and
requested a report detailing recommendations on ways to further
improve food safety. The Departments of Agriculture and Health and
Human Services, and the Environmental Protection Agency, working
with state and local officials, the food industry, scientists,
consumer, and producer groups, developed the report, which calls
for improved inspections, public education and greater use of the
latest science to dramatically reduce foodborne illness.

"This Administration is using the most modern science and a common-
sense approach to public health regulation to protect our
families," said Vice President Al Gore. "Improving food safety has
been a public health priority of the Clinton Administration from
its beginning, and these recommendations will take our efforts to
a whole new level."

A key element of the Administration's food safety efforts has been
the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) approach
that requires the food industry to use the most modern science to
identify sources of potential contamination in food production and
transportation and then put in place preventive measures. Already
required by the Food and Drug Administration for seafood and by
USDA for meat and poultry, FDA will propose preventive measures,
including HACCP, for the manufacture of fruit and vegetable juice
products, and USDA will propose HACCP and other appropriate
regulatory and non-regulatory options for egg products.

In addition to moving toward a science-based, preventive approach
to food safety, the Administration continues -to improve the
effectiveness of food safety inspections. Specifically, the
additional funds requested for FY 1998 will allow the FDA to add

1
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inspectors to implement seafood HACCP and to expand its program to
develop additional mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) with
trading partners ensuring that imported foods are produced and
manufactured under systems that offer comparable safety measures to
those used in the United States. With the new funds, FDA will also
be able to provide technical assistance to foreign countries on
safe growing and handling practices.

The Administration is already taking steps to put in place the new
National Early Warning System President Clinton announced in
January to track and combat outbreaks of foodborne illness. This
fiscal year, two new FoodNet sentinel sites were added in New York
and Maryland. With funds requested for the upcoming fiscal year,
an eighth site will open. This surveillance system is supported by
the CDC, FDA and USDA, working with state authorities. New funds
included in the FY 1998 budget will also allow these sites to
update technology and build a "fingerprinting" database of
bacterial DNA. This will enable food safety experts to clear any
geographic hurdle to their work by having a national resource that
can help them quickly identify contaminated foods that are the
sources of foodborne illness.

Under the Administration's plan, work will start immediately on a
national public education campaign on safe food handling. Today,
an unprecedented public-private partnership was established among
government agencies and industry and consumer groups to develop a
food safety education campaign aimed at consumers. Partners in the
campaign, which will kick-off later this year, include USDA, FDA,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Department of
Education, Food Marketing Institute, the American Meat Institute,
National Restaurant Association, Grocery Manufacturers of America,
Produce Marketing Association, the American Egg Board, National
Cattlemen's Beef Association, Public Voice for Food and Health
Policy, Safe Food Coalition, and Consumer Federation of America
[verify against final MOU].

Research to develop quick, reliable scientific methods for

detecting contamination -- 1like the Hepatitis A wvirus and
cyclospora -- will ensure that public health agencies have the
necessary tools to prevent and control outbreaks of foodborne
illnesses. The latest research will also explore how pathogens

become resistant to traditional food preservation techniques such
as heat and refridgeration, and will support new pathogen control
methods.

Also under the new initiative, EPA, FDA and the CDC will
collaborate with state and local health departments on research to
help health officials better predict and control outbreaks of
waterborne microbial contaminants, such as cryptosporidium.

- 30 -
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"We have built a solid foundation for the health of America's families. But clearly we must do more.
No parent should have to think twice about the juice they pour their children at breakfast, or a

hamburger ordered during dinner out."
- President Bill Clinton, Radio Address, January 25, 1997

Today, Vice President Al Gore accepted a major report — "Food Safety From Farm to Table"
-- on how to reduce the incidence of foodborne illnesses from Health and Human Services
Secretary Donna E. Shalala, Department of Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, and Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Carol M. Browner. The report, requested by President Clinton in
January, sets forth new steps the Administration will take this year to strengthen food safety and
details how we will use $43.2 in new funds the President has requested in his 1998 budget.

Working with consumers, producers, industry, states, universities, and the public, the
Administration has developed measures to reduce foodborne illness from microbial
contaminants; the Administration will;

0 Improve inspections and expand preventive safety measures: FDA will use $8.5 million
of the new funds, in part, to hire additional Food and Drug Administration (FDA) inspectors
for seafood plants and to expand the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP)
approach to the fruit and vegetable juice industries. USDA will propose preventive measures,
including HACCP, this year for egg products. \K"SN K\

o Increase research to develop new tests to detect foodborne pathogens and to assess risks W
in the food supply: The agencies will target $16.5 million to critical research needs, such as C(/'
giving federal, state and local food safety officials new tools to detect these pathogens, some M
of which -- like the Hepatitis A virus and cyclospora -- cannot now be detected in many £
foods. i }Q‘ '/

0 Build a national Early Warning System to detect and respond to outbreaks of
odborne illness earlier, and to give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks:
\@th $13.7 million of the new funds, USDA, FDA, and Centers for Disease Contro} will
increase the number of active "sentinel sites" across the country from 5 to 8 (current sites are

in Northern California, Oregon, Minnesota, Georgia and Connecticut; new sites added this

year are in New York and Maryland, and the eighth will open next year) and will equip these

sites with new technology to identify the diseases and their sources and to communicate these

findings nationwide rapidly. )
A SYAES

0 Establish a national education campaign that will improve fogd handling in homes and
retail outlets. FDA, USDA, CDC, and the Department of Education will launch a new
public-private partnership with industry ard consumer groups' to raise public awareness of
safe food practices. Using public and pZate funds, the partnership will develop, disseminate,
and evaluate a single food-safety slogan and several standard messages. USDA and FDA will
use $4 million of the new 1998 funds to support this and other education activities.



Strengthen coordination and improve efficiency: USDA, CDC, FDA and EPA will form
a new intergovernmental group to improve federal, state and local responses to outbreaks of
foodbome illnesses. Working with all stakeholders, the agencies will develop a strategic plan
to further improve coordination, use resources more efficiently, and measure progress toward
our common goal of reducing foodborne.

Building on Our Accomplishments

Food safety is a major public health challenge: millions of foodborne illnesses and thousands of food-
related deaths occur annually. From the beginning, the Clinton Administration has made improving
the safety of the nation's food supply a top public health priority.

0

Building on the recommendations of the Vice President's National Performance
Review, the President put in place new science-based, hazard prevention systems for

seafood, meat, and poultry. In late 1995 the Administration issued new rules to ensure
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced new regulations to modernize
the nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the first time in 90 years. The new Early

Warning System will gather critical scientific data to further improve these prevention
systems

[For the past x years, the Administration has increased funding to fight emerging
infectious disease threats, some of which are foodbrone. The actions in this report build
on those invetsments in federal and state technology and manpower]

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality Protection Act —- a
comprehensive overhaul of our laws that regulate pesticides in food putting in place
reforms that the Clinton Administration had urged since 1993. These reforms will ensure
health and safety for American families through a more protective, more stringent health-
based standard plus special new provisions to protect the health of infants and children from
pesticide risks.

Last August, President Clinton also signed a new safe drinking water law that
strengthens protections to ensure that American families have clean safe tap water --
improvements that the Clinton Administration has called for since September 1993.

-30 -
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES NEW FOOD SAFFTY MEASURES
The Clinton Administratioh today announced new measures to increase
the safety of +the nation's food supply. Stricter safety
precautions for fruit and vegetable juices, improved seafood
inspections, increased investment in researc?>and surveillance, and
a new national public education campaign\ top the 1list of

initiatives included in the Administration réport, "Food Safety

From Farm to Table." hzt{ 055{59%%—

"Our families must be able to sit down at mealtime without any
worries about the safety of their food," President Clinton said.
"We can give them that peace of mind, but we have to work harder
and smarter using new technologies and educating people to ensure

that food travels safely from the farm to the table."

In his January 25 radio address, the President announced he was
requesting $43.2 million for food safety in his FY 1998 budget and
requested a report detailing recommendations on ways to further
improve food safety. The Departments of Agriculture and Health and
Human Services, and the Environmental Protection Agency, working
with state and local officials, the food industry, scientists and
consumer groups, developed the report, which calls for improved

inspections, public education and greater use of the latest science

S
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to dramatically reduce foodborne illness.

"This Administration is using the most modern science and a common-
sense approach to public health regulation to protect our
families," said Vice President Al Gore. "Improving food safety has
been a public health priority of the Clinton Administration from
its beginning, and these recommendations will take our efforts to

a whole new level."

A key element of the Administration's food safety efforts has been
the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) approach
that requires the food industry to use the most modern science to
identify sources of potential contamination in food production and
transportation and then put in place preventive measures. Already
required by the Food and Drug Administration for seafood and by
USDA for meat and poultry, FDA will propose preventive measures,
including HACCP, for the manufacture of fruit and vegetable juice
products, and USDA will propose HACCP and other appropriate
regulatory and non-regulatory options for egg products. These
proposals wili be made this year, and will require additional

funding in future years when implemented.

In addition to moving toward a science-based, preventive approach
to food safety, the Administration continues to improve the

effectiveness of food safety inspections. Specifically, the
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additional funds requested for FY 1998 will allow the FDA to add
inspectors to implement seafood HACCP and to expand its program to
develop additional mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) with
trading partners ensuring that imported foods are produced and
manufactured under systems that offer comparable safety measures to
those used in the United States. With the new funds, FDA will also
be able to provide technical assistance to foreign countries on

safe growing and handling practices.

The Administration is already taking steps to put in place the new
National Early Warning System President Clinton announced in
January to track and combat outbreaks of foodborne illness. This
fiscal year, two new FoodNet sentinel sites were added in New York
and Maryland. With funds requested for the upcoming fiscal year,
an eighth site will open. This surveillance system is supported by
the CDC, FDA and USDA, working with state authorities. New funds
included in the FY 1998 budget will also allow these sites to
update technology and build a "fingerprinting" database of
bacterial DNA. This will enable food safety experts to clear any

geographic hurdle to their work by having a national resource that

é/ b WL thu— E[ {
can help them quickly identify fooé  ources of diseaseu&kw Olag (b

e
Under the Administration's plan, work will start immediately on a
national public education campaign on safe food handling. Today,

an unprecedented public-private partnership was established among

(VLQSS
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government agencies and industry and consumer groups to develop a
food safety education campaign aimed at consumers. Partners in the
campaign, which will kick-off later this year, include USDA, FDA,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Department of
Education, Food Marketing Institute, the American Meat Institufe,
National Restaurant Association, Grocery Manufacturers of America,
Produce Marketing Association, the American Egg Board, Public Voice
for Food and Health Policy, Safe Food Coalition, and Consumer
Federation of America [check with final MOU]. eiﬂjﬁ@AN%M&jffﬁ[SSV?’

Brasecaainn of Tood amd D—m5 St cds. (HFD0)

As new ways of growing, processing, packaging, and transporting

foods are used, other avenues of contamination and some new food

pathogens are emerging. . Research to develop quick, reliable
scientific methods for detecting contamination -- 1like the
Hepatitis A virus and cyclospora -- will ensure that public health

agencies have the necessary tools to prevent and control outbreaks
of foodborne illnesses. The latest research will also explore how
pathogens become resistant to food-preservation techniques and

antibiotics.

Also under the new initiative, EPA, FDA ‘and the CDC will
collaborate with state and local health departments on research to
help health officials better predict and control outbreaks of
waterborne microbial contaminants, such as cryptosporidium.

- 30 -
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES NEW FOOD SAFETY MEASURES < - . -
The Clinton Administration today announced new maasures to 1ﬂcfiasé
the safety of the nation's food supply. Stricter sufety_;u I
precautions for fruit and vegetable juices, improved seafoad '
inspections, increasad investment in research and surveillance, and

a now national public education campaign top the 1list of

initiatives included in the Administrstion rsport, "Food Safety

From Farm to Table."

"Oour families must be able to 3it down at mealtime witho@ﬁiéég
worries about the safety of their food,"” President Clinton sai&?
“We can give them that peace of mind, but we have to work herde:%
and smarter using new technologies and educating people to onsurc; 

that food travels safely from the farm to the table. "

In his January 25 radio address, the Pfouident sanounced he was
requesting $43.2 million for food gafety in his FY 1998 buaget and

requested a report detsiling recommendations on ways to furthor":““

improve food safety. The Depsriments of Agriculture and Health and i
Human Services, and the Environmental Protection Agency, uorkingf

with state and local officials, the food industry. scientiatﬁy\.

& ?(c.AurQe Qfokfs, ko4
consumer groups, developed the report, which calls for 1mprova'.j,;:
CT 'l ;&L 3

inspections. public educstion and grester use of the latest scienC&}?i;&
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to dramatically reduce foodborne illness.

"This Administration is using the most modern science and a common-~ 3
sense approach to public health zregulation to protect qq;

iii;
§Pp§~f

“families," said Vice President Al Gore. "Improving food safety has:}ﬁ‘

been & public health priority of the Clinton Administration from
its beginning, and these racommendations will take our lffortﬁgto

a whole new level."

A key elament of the Administration's food safsty efforts has been
the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) approaéh
that requires the food industry to use the most modern science to
identify sources of potential contamination in food production and: n
transportation and then put in place preventive mesaeureas. Alteady.w
required by the Food and Drug Administration for seafood and ny“
USDA for meat and poultry, FDA will proposs preventive moasurqﬁ.

including HACCP, for the manufactura of fruit snd vagotable juic

products, and USDA will propose HACCP and other appropriati

regulatory and non-regulatory options for egg producte. -TN.&- ot

In addition to moving toward a science-bssed, preventive approach

to food safety, the Administration continues to improve the

effectiveness of food eafety inspections. Specifically, *tbi.ﬁ'
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additional funds requested for FY 1998 will allow the FDA to add B
inspectors to implement seafood HACCP and to expand its program to
develop additional mutual recognition agreements (MRA:) with
trading partners ensuring that imported foods are produccd_and ﬁ“

manufacrured under systems that offer comparabls safety meagsures to

safe growing and handling practices.

The Administration is already teking steps to put in place tho'ﬁiw**
National Early Warning System President Clinton announced. in
January to track and combat outbreaks of foodborne illness. fhis
fiscal year. two new FoodNet sentinel sites were added in New York
and Maryland. With funds requastad for the upcoming fiscal year,

an eighth site will open. Thisg surveillance system is supported by

the CDC, FDA and USDA, working with state authorities. New tundi

- included in the FY 1998 budget will also sllow these eites to . “ﬂ-

update technology and build a “fingerprinting” database qf'
bacterial DNA. This will enable food safety experts toO clea;?ééy
geographic hurdle to their work by having a national reéoutco théﬁi:ifri“

can help them quickly identify food sources of disease.

Under the Administration's plan, work will start immediately on'a
national public education campaign on safe food handling. Today,:

an unprecedented public-private partnership was estsblighed among
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government agencies and industry and consumer groups to d-v‘tébj

food safety education campaign aimed st consumers. Partners 1ﬁfthi[

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Department of

Education, Food Marketing Institute, the American Msat Inatituta,
National Restaurant Assoclation, Grocery Manutacturers of America
Produce Marketing Association, the American Egg Board, Public Voice ke
for Food and Health Policy, Safa Food Coalition, /and COnauma§5

Federation of America [check with final Moul.

PEINCTENs Are—emerying. Research to develop quick, roliable: <
scientific methods for detecting contamination -- 1like ,th&f*.
Hepatitis A virus and cyclospora -- will ansure that public health;?j
agencies have the necessary tools to prevent and control authtdaké.
of foodborne illnesses. The latest research will also explore how

pathogens become resistant to tood-presorvation techniquee”gnﬂﬁ}

antibiotics.

Also under the new initiative, EPA, FDA and the CDC - Wil

waterborne microbial contaminants, such as cryptosporidium.
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