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The Briefing kooa 

l!45 P.M; EDT 
. • • A. - i i '-
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Q Hike c>n the victims of the 
people or families going to be. getting reparations? 

, are only 30 

MR. MCCURRY: No. There are 30 id e n t i f i e d now who have . 
got compensation settlements, and then part of the recommendations of 
t h i s report structure a way i n which other people who have got va l i d 
claims f or compensation can present t h e i r case. And the report 
outlines c r i t e r i a by which those claims f or compensation can be 
evaluated. Ms. Terzano here i s an expert. . 

the 

ou asked f q r me 
did as best I o 

Q , On the biogenetic advisory panel, how many 
"government agencies actually do t e s t i n g an humans? 

MR. MCCURRY: Ginny, do yov know? I t may be covered i n 
some of the materials t h a t were out p u b l i c l y . You d i d ^ t f i n d i t i n 
there? • 

Q NO. . 

MR. MCCURRY: 

MS. TERZANO: 

They may have — 

I t ' s l i k e HHS, DOD — 

. MR.t MCCURRY: HHS, DOD, Dot had an involvement, the 
predecessor agencies. You may want t o check i n the rep o r t , or else 
Ginny can work w i t h you and help you out. 

ro u t i n e c 
he was 

Did the President, considering he's having these 
him up and t e l l him 

i t i b n w i t h him-eckit? 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO. Elizabeth Drye 
Domestic Policy Council 

FROM: Ruth Faden 

RE: Press contacts 

For your infonnation here is the list of press contacts. 

Phil Hilts - New York Times Paul Barton - Cimi Enquirer 

David Brown - Washington Post Paul Hoversten - USA Today 

Richard Harris - NPR Ann Lalordo - Baltimore Sun 

Joe Palka - NPR 

Barry Serafin - ABC 

Joe Hebert - AP 

Keith Epstein - Cleveland Plain Dealer 

Bill Sloat - Plain Dealer 

John Fried - Phil Enquirer 

Tim Beardsly - Sci American 

Diana Sugg - Baltimore Sun 

Karen MacPherson - Scripps Howard/ 
Albuquerque Tribune 

Bill Straub - Cincinnati Post 

Lee Davidson - Deseret News 

Vicki Allen - Reuters 

Margaret Kriz - National Journal 

Chris Bury - Nighlline News - NBC 



Date: 03/28/97 Time: 12:01 
RClinton toughens federal protections for human guinea pigs 

WASHINGTON (AP) President Clinton today took steps to protect 
those who pa r t i c i p a t e i n secret, government-sponsored experiments 
from mistreatment and assure they are f u l l y informed of the r i s k s . 

The administration also said i t i s s e t t l i n g for an undisclosed 
sum claims by four more families of victims of radiation 
experiments conducted i n the 1940s. 

The plans for giving greater protection to research participants 
were prompted by recommendations made more than a year ago by a 
presidential commission that investigated the government's use of 
humans i n radiation research during the Cold War years. 

The advisory panel warned that past excesses might be repeated 
unless there are new safeguards. 

The White House said today that Clinton had signed a memorandum 
strengthening the right s and protections afforded individuals who 
agree to be subjects of secret, government-supported research. 

The White House said a review by an inter-agency task force 
uncovered no government-supported c l a s s i f i e d human research at t h i s 
time. But o f f i c i a l s acknowledged that formal accounting for such 
research needs to be improved. 

Meanwhile, the White House said i t had settled claims with 16 
families of individuals who were given plutonium injections as part 
of experiments i n the 1940s. Two other victims have not been 
iden t i f i e d and t h e i r families have not come forward. The government 
in November announced a settlement with 12 families totaling $4.8 
million. 

The government has said i t i s prepared to provide compensation 
to the families of 52 other individuals who the advisory commission 
had said were believed to be subjected to improper radiation 
experiments. The ide n t i t y of those 52 are not known, and so far no 
families have come forward. 

Under the new presidential d i r e c t i v e on human research, agencies 
must develop new rul e s that c l e a r l y require s c i e n t i s t s to obtain 
informed consent form a l l potential subjects of secret experiments. 
Currently such consent may be waived under some circumstances. 

The president also ordered that any research subject be told the 
identity of the sponsoring agency and whether the experimentation 
i s c l a s s i f i e d . The new rules also would require the head of the 
agency to approve such research and develop a more independent 
review process than currently provided. 

Also i n response to the October 1995 findings by the Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation Experiments, the president plans to: 

Ask Congress to broaden a 1990 law that allows compensation to 
underground uranium miners who became i l l because of exposure to 
radiation. Under the current law, hundreds of miners are not 
e l i g i b l e for compensation. 

Propose l e g i s l a t i o n to make veterans' health care benefits 
available to airmen and s a i l o r s who were subjects of radioactive 
nasal treatments more than 50 years ago. The treatments were to 
prevent broken eardrums during f l i g h t or i n submarines. 

Seek broader epidemiological studies to determine the long-term 
health impact of nuclear bomb testing during the Cold War to 
military personnel and c i v i l i a n populations near the t e s t areas. 
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