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n Network ™
A national alllance of organizations working to address issues
of nuclear weapans production and waste clean-up - |

July 23, 1997

Donna Shalala, Secretary of Haalth

. and Human Bervices
Federico Péna, Secretary of Energy
Waghingten, OC _

Dear Secretary Shalala and Secretary Péna:

Oon behalf of many Americans who may have suffered
long~terw health effects, we urge you to make public
immediately data now in the hands of the Radiation
Effects Branch of the National Cancer tmetitute (NCI)
providing evidence that children exposed to radioactive
Iodine-131 from U.S. atmospherjic testing during the 1951-
1962 period wera put at signirficantly inoreased risk for
thyroid cancer and other thyroid diseaseas. '

As citizens and physicians who have organized to examine
the impact of activities within the U.3. nuclear weapons
conplex, we are profoundly troublad by NCI'e handling of
this important study. Fourteen years ago, in 1983, Public
Law 97-414 ordered the collection of fallout exposure
data on a county~by-county basis. Yet, to this day, NCIX
officials hava failed to release the material im their
possession that would allov the public, health experts,

. policymakers and the media to begin assessing the impacts

af these exposures.

Once it became clear to researchers at NCI that there
vere numercus fallout hotspots across the nation and,
therefore, many plausible scenariaes for thyroid exposures
abave tha 10 rad level that could produce adverse health
impacts, action should have been taken to evaluate what
mnedical monitoring and intervention wvas necessary to deal
with the potential consoquencec. ' -

This episode is partjicularly troublesome because it comes
€0 soon after the Department of Energy's commendable
effarta to addracec the troublasome history of govarnmant
caomplicity in human radiation experiments. An apology was

made, and lessons were supposedly learned and put into
Place.

Now, we face another situation in which government

eclentists have possessed evidence of significant public
radiatjion risks —— and done nothing. This is profoundly
unacacptable. '

. « « . continued-

Seattle Office: 1914 Narth 34th St, #407, Seattle, WA 98103 (206} 5472-3175 Fox: (206) 547-7158
Washington, OC Office: 1801 1810 St., NW, Suite 3-2, Washingtan, OC 20003 (202} 833-4668 Fax: (202) 234-9536
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-~ . . MPN/BSR TO SECRETARTES SHALALA AND PENA RV

As leadera of the relevant federsl agencies, you have the moxral an

legal reeponsibility to act on these issues. :
sPecifically we call on you to:

« immediataly releate the county-by-county data on Todine~131
exposure from nuclear weapons testing that is now in the hands of
genior National Cancer Institute administratora;

« set up mechanisms for an independent assessment of the risk to the
. public from thesa radicactive releases and ta provide rxelevant:
medical care to those who face health riaks from exposure;

» work with President clinton to create an officjal body to
investigate the circumstances surrounding the cover-up aof this data
anhd to make recommendations for pelicy changes to a Cabinet=leval
authority, such ac the Human Radiation Interagency Worxking Group.

- We look forward to your prompt response to these lmportant concerns
which may impact tha lives of msny Amaericanc. ' .

_ Sincerealy,
. a
Syt Grdon Dbefmih,,
susan Gordon . , Robert Musil
Director Executive Director

Military Production Network tPhyBicians'for Social Responsibility
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PHYSICIANS CHALLENGE GOVERNMENT COVER-UP: .
CALL FOR RELEASE, INVESTIGATION OF RADIATION DATA

Washington, DC | CONTACT:

July 23, 1997 o , . . Robert Tiller
' ' Lisa Ledwidge

© 202-898-0150

In a letter sent today ta Secretary of Energy Federico Pena and Secretary of Health and Hurman
Services Domma Shalala, Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) called for immediate release of
a long suppressed study in the hands of the Radiation Effects Branch of the National Cancer
Institute (NCI). The NCI study, ordered by Public Law 97-414 fourteen years ago reveals thar
baby boomers exposed as children to radioactive fallout from open-air nuclear testing from 1951
to 1962 were put at significantly increased risk for thyroid cancer and other thyroid diseases, -

“Somoconc Is playing politics with the public's health and it has got to stop,” sald Robert K. Musil,
Ph,D., Bxceutive Director of the 20,000 member physician-led organization that was founded in
1961 to inform the puhblic of the dangers of radiation from nuclear weapons and testing and which
wan the Nobel Prize for Pcacc in 1985. The NCI stady rcportcdly dctails 3 number of fallout hot
spots around the nation where exposuxe levels ta radioactive Iodme-131 from fallout exceeded
the level of 10 rads that can produce adverse health effects.

“There is an cthical imperative for govermment oﬂicxals to teke action to prevent health dangers
and 1o notify the public about them.” According to Dr. Musil, “there is absolutely no excuse for
this sort of Cold War cover-up in 1997."

In addition to prompt release.of the NCI study, PSR is calling far the ereation of formal
mechariisms to assess the risk to the public from these radioactive releases and to provide relevant
- medical care to those: who face hcalth risks from exposurcs.

PSR is also willin?g.to work with, and calls opon, President Clinton to create an official body
stmilar to the Advisory Committcc on Human Radiation Experiments, to investigate the
circumstances surounding the cover-up of this data and to recomumnend policy changes to a
Cabinet-level authority, such as the Human Radiation Interagoncy Working Group.
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Military Production: NetWork

A national alliance of organizatlons working to address {ssues . -
of nuclear weapons producrlon and waste clean-up

for further infomumo .
Bob Schacffer (617) 489—0461

for immediate mlcue, Thursday, July 24, 1997
" GROUPS SEEK RELEASE OF SECRET NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE STUDY
SHOWING HIGH RADIOACTIVE IODINE EXPOSURE FROM NUCLEAR TESTS;
CALL ON SECS. SHALALA AND PENA TO MAKE DATA PUBLIC,
MONITOR HEALTH IMPACTS, INVESTIGATE COVER-UP

Leaders of groups represeating communitica near U.S, nuclear weapons facilities and
physicians concerned about radiation exposurc today calicd on top Clinton Adminsuatian
officials to make pubilic a National Caucer Institute (NCI) study they say provides "evidence
that children ¢xposcd to radioactive lodine-131 from U.S. atmospheric testing during the

' 1951-1962 period were put at significantly incrt:ascd risk for thyroid- canccr and other

thyroid discases.”
In a.letter ta Secrctary of Human Scrvnces Donna Shalala and Secretary of Energy

Federico Péna, the Military Production Nctwark (MPN) and Physicians for Social
Responsibility (PSR) charged, "NCI officials have failed to release the material in their

posacssion that would allow the publnc, hen]th experts, polxcymakcrs and the media to begin

assessing the impacts of these exposurcs, ™

In addition to immediate release of the data, the groups called on Shalala and Péna to
set up mechanisms for an independent assessment of the risk to the public from the
radioactive rcleases, provide mcdical care to those who face health risks from exposure, and
work with President Clinton to create an official body "to investigate the cover-up of thls
data and to make recommendations for policy changes.”

Cangress ordered the callection of county-by-county data an radiation cxposure fourteen
years ago, in 1983, According to MPN-and PSR, the NCI data show "there were numerous
fallout hotspots across the nation and, therefore, many plausible scenarios for thyroid
exposures above the 10 rad level that could produce adverse health impacts.” In April 1996,
the Advisory Committee on Encrgy-Related Epidemiologic Research (ACERER), which
advises the U,S. Department. of Health and Human Services on federal radiation health
studics, made a formal request to NCI to obtain the unpublished data on thyroid doscs. To
date, NCI has not released the information.

~ The letter from MPN and PSR notes: “This episade is particularly troublesome because

it comes so soon after the Department of Energy's commendable cfforts to addresa the

ublcaome history of overnment complicity in human radiation experiments. An apolo

Wb b

was made, and lessons were supposedly learned and pu: into place. Now we face anather
situation in which government scicntists have posicssed evidence of significant public
radiation risks — and done nothing. This is profoundly unacceptable.”

o | --30--
a copy of the full MPN/PSR fctter is available on request
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AP X3768 rw usnws PSR-radfation-effects -~ . ~ "' . ..g7-23
Physicians Call for Release, Invastigation of Radiation Data -
-+ To: National Desk, Health Writer : ' .
®  Contact: Robert Tiller or Lisa Ledwidge, 202-898-0130, both of
Physicians for Social Responsibility o . _
WASHINGTON, July 23 /U.S. Newswire/ -- In a letter sent today to
Sacretary of Energy Federico Pena and Secretary of Health and Human
Services Donna Shalala, Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR)
called for immediate release of a long-suppressed study in the
- hands of the Radiation Effects Branch of the National Cancer
Institute (NCI). : o '
The NCI 'study, ordered by Public Law 97-414 fourteen years ago
‘reveals that baby boomers exposed as children to radioactive :
fallout from open-air nuclear testing from 1951 to 1962 were put at
significantly increased risk for thyroid cancer and other thyroid
~diseases. ' ' o
"Someéone i playing politics with tho public’s health and it
has got to stop," said Robert K. Musil, Ph.D., executive director .
of the 20,000-member physician-led organizatfion that.was founded in
1961 to inform the public of the dangers of radiation from nuclear
weapons and testing and which won the Nobal Prize for Peace in
1985. The NCI study reportedly details a number of fallout hotspots
around the nation where exposure levels to radioactive Iodine-131
from fallout exceeded the level of 10 rads that can produce adversa
health effects. _ : : '
“"There is an ethical imperative for government officials to
take action to prevent health dangers and to notify the public
about them." According to Musil, “There is absolutely no excuse
for this sort of Cold War cover-up in 1997.%
. In addition to prompt release of the NCI study, PSR is calling

for the creation of formal mechanisms to assess the risk to the
public from these radiocactive releases and to provide relevant
medical care to those who face health risks from exposures.

PSR ig also willing to work with, and calls upon, President
Clinton to create an official body similar to the Advisory.
Committee on Human Radiation Experiments, to investigate the
Cclrcymstances surrounding the cover-up of this data and .to
recommond policy changes to.a Cabinet-level authority, such as the
‘Human Radlation Interagency Working Group.

_0_ : '. .

/U.S. Newswlre 202-347-2770/

[Federfico&Pena) .
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officials attuck government sgancy abaut delay of fallout

report .
. By PAUL gLOCA
Associated Prese Writer

SIOUX FALLS, 8. D. (AR) & Two mucleas industry watahdog
groups on Rednesday asked two CQabinet qecretsries to. make
public a loag-delayed government study on radiation expdsure
from puclear teats in the 1980g. C

The Military Production Network and Physiciane for Social
Raoponaibility wrote U.8. Enevgy Hpcretaty Fedarico Pena and
Health and Buman Services Seczctary Donna ghalila, asking that
‘the Nationgl Cancar Ingtitute study ba relaased. .

They aay Ehe cancer igstitute & part of the Dagfrtment of '
Health and Huwman Services & has for yeara withbeld iafqrwation
abqut radiation expagure milligns of Amaricans .received fiom
the tcats, even though evidenge sugyests the rdleases may be
linked teo thyroid. cancar. _ .

*'Thia is appalling that the National Canaer Ingtitute did

' not make thie availaple 43 goon a8 paseible. It a been top
lond eitting on thia, ’ said Axjun Makhijani, president of the
Institute for Energy and Bhvironmerital Re#earch,

, ‘“The thyroid dosee to children who weare aroiind in tha
15508 and dripking milk almost throughout the Unitad Stateg
are much, wuth 4qreater than praviguely thought, ! aadid
Makhijani, who hag sepn gome of the dara.

out 1,300 cassi of thyroid cancer ara diagnowed each
veaX in the United States. ;

‘The ongoing .study, begun in 1983, looka at thas disperdal -

; of radicagtive iodime-1131 from nuclear weapone tedrs in Navada
: betwgen 19%1 and 1p58. The material was carried Ly prevailing
winds and depodited, somatimes by rainfall., in mich of the

continental United Stater and pyrte ¢f Canada. :

Much of the oriticism of NCI inaction on releasing '
information lizs been aimed at Bruce Wachholz, who hadde tha
imaticute’'s Radiation Effects Branch. '

Wachholz sxid on Kednedday that ha hopams $o have the
report rolexsed by the and of Septembar. He also confirmed
that, afficiale at the Energy Depa¥tument have receivad sowe
btudy results. o _

. V'We oartainly will release the report aa socon as we Gag,”’

Wachholz eaid. ' _ :

One person riot happy abauc the delay is Sen. Tem Daachle,
D—S.?L,-ﬂﬁq_waa {nstrumehtal two monthe age in. pressuring NCI
bo discusm tha etudy’s status: ' _ .

‘I think somohody has some explalning to do,' ‘. the Senaka
minority leader ozid Wednegday by phona frxom quh&ngcon. R ¢
am exuréwely gonceruned about the slow progress of the stuay.

The watchdeyy organimarions’ letter alsc aske Preaident
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Clinten to form 2 gyoup L& ‘‘inveatigate the cover-up of thia
data and tg make rccommendations £or policy changeg.'s

Eiisan Cotdbon, diresver of the Military Prpduction Natwepk
and 2 co-author of the letter, said the NCI apparently is
unwilling to deal with the légacy of nuclaear réatg.

M'I thindk that thie points out that ke agegcx is gtill
run by old warziors (and) the Culd War mantalioy {e et{1ll
daeply antrerighed {n thess agencies, ‘' Qordgqn eaid en
Wadnasday. . ' '



