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J u l y 23 , 1997 

Donnti Shalala, Secretary of Ha«lth 
and Hunan Berviccs 

Faderico P6na, Secretary of Knergy 
waEirilngton, DC 

Dear Secretary Shalala and Secretary Pfena: 

On behalf of many Americans who may have suffered 
long-terw health effects, wc urge yau to make public 
tnunediateiy data now in the hands of the Radiation 
Effects Branch of the Notional Cancer Inctitnto (NCI) 
providing evidence that children exposed to radioactive 
Iodine-131 from U.S. atmospheric testing during the 1951-
1962 period vera put at significantly inarnased risk for 
thyroid cancer and other thyroid distjaeeie. 

As citizens and physicians who have organized to examine 
the impact of activities within the U.S. nuclear weapons 
complex, we ara profoundly troubled by KCI*c handling of 
this important study. Fourteen years ago, in 1983, Public 
Law 97-414 ordered the collection of fallout exposure 
data on a county-by-county basis. Tfet, to this day, NCl 
o f f i c i a l s hava f u l l e d t:o r e l e a s e the i t i a t e r i a l i n t h e i r 
poseseEsion that would allow the public, health experts, 
policymakers and the media to begin assessing the impacts 
of these exposures. 

Once i t became clear to researchers at NCI that there 
were numerous fallout hotspots across the nation and. 
therefore, many plausible scenarios for thyroid exposures 
above tha 10 rad level that could produce adverse health 
impacts| action should have been taken to evaluate what 
medical monitoring and intervention vae necessary to deal 
with the potential conSoquencoc. 

This episode i s particularly troublesorae because i t cones 
GO soon after the Department of Energy's conunendable 
efforts to addrocs the troublesome history of govornmont 
complicity in human radiation experiments. An apology was 
made, and lessons were supposedly learned and put into 
place. 

Now, we face another situation in which government 
scientists have possessed evidence of significant public 
radiation risks — and done nothing. This i s profoundly 
unaoocptablc. 

. . . . continued 
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* MPN/PSR TO SSCR^TARXES SHALALA AND PfeMA 2 

A« leaders of the relevant fedotol agoneia-B, you have the moral and 
legal responsibility to act on these issues. 

Specifically we c a l l on you to: 

. immodiataly release the eourity-by-eounty data on Iodlne~l3l 
exposure from nuclear weapons testing that i s now in the haftds of 
senior National cancer institute administrators; 

• set up mechanisms for an independent assessment of the r i s k to the 
public from these radioactive releases and no provide relevant 
medical care to those who face health rioks from expoeura; 

• work with President Clinton to create an o f f i c i a l body to 
investigate th» circumstances surrounding the cover-up of this data 
and to make recommendations for policy changes to a Cabinet-level 
authority, euch as the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group. 

We look forward to your prompt response to these important concerns' 
which may impact tho lives of many Amoricanc. 

sincerely. 

Susan cordon ^ Robert Musil 
Director Executive Director 
Military Production Network Physicians for Social Responsibility 
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NEWS ALERT 
PHYSICIANS CHALLENGE GOVERNMENT COVER-UP: -

CALL FOR RELEASE, INVESTIGATION OF RADIATION DATA 

Washington, DC 
July 2'J, 1997 

CONTACT: 
Robert Tiller 
Lisa Ledwidge 
202-898-0150 

In a letter sent today to Secretary of Energy Federico Pena and Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Donna Shalala, Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) called for immediate release of 
a long suppressed study in the hands of the Radiation Effects Branch of the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI). The NCI study, ordered by Public Law 97-414 fourteen years ago reveals thai 
baby boomers exposed as children to radioactive fallout from open-air nuclear testing from 1951 
to 1962 were put at significantly increased risk for thyroid cancer and other thyroid diseases. 

"Somoonc Is playing polidcs with the public's health and it has got to stop," said Robert K_ Musil, 
Ph.D., Executive Director of the 20,000 member physicieut-lcd organization, thai -was founded in 
1961 to inform the public of the dangers of radiation from nuclear weapons and testing and which 
won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1985. .The NCI study rejioitedly details a number of falkmt hat 
spots around the nation where exposure levels to radioactive Iodine-131 from fallout exceeded 
the level of 10 rads that can produce adverse health effects. 

"There is an ethical imperative for govenunent officials to take action to prevent health dangers 
and to notify the public about them." According to Dr. Musil, "there is absolutely no excuse for 
this sort of Cold War cover-up in 1997." 

Jn addition to prompt release of the NCI study, PSR is calling for the creation of formal 
mechanisms to assess the risk to the public from these radioactive releâ eti and to provide relevant 
medical care to those who face health risks from exposures. 

PSR is also willing to work with, and calls upon, President Clinton to create an official body 
similar to the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments, to investigate the 
circumstances smrounding the cover-up of this data and to recommend policy changes to a 
Cabinct-lcvd authority, such as the Human Radiation Inlcragoncy Working Group. 

- 3 0 -
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Military Production Nfetffiork 
A national atlianec qforgantzailons MvrkiPfi to address Issues 

of nuclear weapons production and waste clcan-up 
for further information: . 
Bob Schacflcr (617) 489-0461 

for immediate release, Thursday, July 24. 1997 
GROUPS SEEK RELEASE OF SECRET NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE STUDY 
SHOWING HIGH RADIOACTIVE IODINE EXPOSURE FROM NUCLEAR TESTS; 

CALL ON SECS. SHALALA AND P£NA TO MAKE DATA PUBLIC, 
MONITOR HEALTH IMPACTS, INVESTIGATE COVER-UP 

Leaders of groups representing communitica near U.S, nuclear weapons facilities and 
physicians concerned about radiation exposure today called on top Clinton Administration 
officials to make public a National Cancer Institute (NCI) study they say provides "evidence 
that children exposed to radioactive Iodine-131 from U.S. atmospheric testing during the 
1951-1962 period were put at significantly increased risk for thyroid cancer and other 
thyroid dite&fte*." 

In a. letter to Secretary of Human Services Donna Shalala and Secretary of Energy 
Federico Pdna. the Military Production Network (MPN) and Physicians for Social 
Reiponuibility (PSR) charged, "NCI officials have failed to release the material in their 

that would allow the public, health experts, policymnkers and the media to begin 
assessing the impacts of these exposures." 

In addition to immediate release of the data, the groups called on Shalala and Pfina to 
set up mechanisms for an independent assessment of the risk to the public from the 
radioactive releases, provide medical care to those who face health risks from exposure, and 
work with President Clinton to create an official body "to investigate the cover-up of this 
data and to make, recommendations for policy changes." 

Congress ordered the collection of county-by-county data on radiation exposure fourteen 
years ago, in 1983. According to MPN and PSR. the NCI data show "there were numerous 
fallout hotspots across the nation and, therefore, many plausible scenarios for thyroid 
exposures above the 10 rad level that could produce adverse health impacts.'1 In April 1996, 
the Advisory Committee on Energy-Related Epidemiologic Research (ACERER). which 
advises the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on federal radiation health 
studies, made a formal request to NCI to obtain the unpublished data on thyroid doses, lb 
date, NCI has not released the information. 

The letter from MPN and PSR notes: "This episode is particularly troublesome because 
it comes so soon afler the Department of Energy's commendable efforts to address the 

111 
UbUaame historv Of eCYCnWent cp^np\ie\ly in human radiation experiments. An apota 

•lam* kni t 

was made, and lessons wore supposedly learned and put into place. Now we face another 
situation in which government scientists have possessed evidence of significant public 
radiation risks — and done nothing. This is profoundly unacceptable." 

- - 3 0 - -
a copy of the full MPN/PSR letter is available on request 
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Physicians Call for Release, Invoatigation of Radiation Dota 
To: National Desk, Health Writer 

* Contact: Robert Tiller or Lisa Ledwidge, 2Q2-898-0130, both of 
Phyaiciana for Social Responsibility 
WASHINGTON, July 23 /u.s. Nawswire/ — In A letter sent today to 

Secretary of Energy Federico Pena and Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Donna Shalala, Physicians for social Reaponeibility (PSR) 
called for immediate "release of a long-eupprecsod study in the 
hands of the nadiation Effects Branch of the National Cancer 
I n s t i t u t e (NCI). 

The NCI study, ordered by Public Law 97-414 fourteen years ago 
reveals that baby boomers exposed eo children to radioactive 
fallout from opon-air nuclear testing from 1951 to 1962 were put at 
significantly increased risk for thyroid cancer and other thyroid 
diseases. 

"Someone is playing politics with tho public's health and i t 
has got to stop," said Robert K. Musil, Ph.D., executive director 
of the 20,000-member physician-led organization that was founded in 
1961 to Inform the public of the dangers of radiation from nuclear 
weapons and testing and which won the Nobol Prize for Peace in 
1985. The NCI study reportedly details a number of fallout hotspots 
around the nation where exposure levels to radioactive iodine-131 
from fallout exceeded the level of 10 rads tnat can produce adverao 
health etfects. 

"Ther© is an ethical imperative for government officials to 
take action to prevent health dangers and to notify the public 
about them." According to Musil, "Tnere is absolutely no excuse 
for t h i s s o r t of Cold War cover-up i n 1997." 

In addition to prompt release of the NCI study/ PSR Is calling 
for the creation of formal mechanisms to assess the risk to tne 
public from these radioactive releases and to provide relevant 
medical care to those who face health risks from exposures, 

PSR is also willing to work with, and calls upon. President 
Clinton to create an official body similar to the Advisory 
Committee on Human Radiation Experlmentu, to investigate tho 
Circumstances surrounding the cover-up of this data and .to 
rocommond policy changes to a Cabinet-level authority^ such as the 
Human Radiation Interagency Working Group. 
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OC^iciale ajrtack government anaacy aiioUt delay fal lout, 
repotf 

By PXtiL ShOCA 
Aaaociated Praaa Writer 

SIOUX FALLS!, S. D. (AP) $ Two nuclaai indw^try vfatohdog 
groups on Hednasday aeltrnd two oabihat « a o r e t a r i e a fee make 
publ ic * long-delayed goVeyn^ont ^tudy on radiat ion exposure 
from ©uc lear t«atB i n th? isso^j. 

The M i l i t a r y Production Jtatwork and Phyaicia-na €ot S o c i a l 
iiix9<riw?riflibii.ity wirdta XJ.». . Energy epcreta*y ^edarieo peaa *pd 
Haalth and fcvunan Serwiceo Secretary Donna pnaJ-ala, a.a}ting that 
the Stationcil Cancar Inat i tu ta study he rolaaw^d. 

They aay the cancer i f tat i tuta 6 part of the Dawirtment 
Health And Human Servico* C ha* for ye^ra Withheld ia£Qxrrt«itioH 
ah^ut radiat ipri expoiiur* mi l l l e^s of A»«: ioans .araceived tixm 
VflA t e » t * / mrma chough evidence JBUdgesto the r«ilea«ea may bo 
l inked to t h y r a i d e«nc;»;r. 

'>Thia irs appal l ins that the Katiotial dana«r I n s t i t u t e did 
not maAro t h i s ^vai la i i i c 6 i coon aa poaaible. J:t'a be^o too 
Ijotvdt ^ i t t i t y j w th i -p ," a&i,^ fcxjun Wklvi jani . pteaident of the 
InatitUti* for Eneargy auid Efavironowrifcai ReAaarcrh. 

' "the thyroiia do8«e j:o ohildren wh6 w4*e around i n th* 
19508 and drinking' milk almoat throughout ^he XJnitmd States 
ffcre much4 rtubh graaear than cT:^vifiu.oly tivoughc." a^id 
Makhijaali , who E a * eapa eome of tho data. 

A&out i , i o o ceiacsk as thyroid cancat ara diagpoeed each 
year i n th^ United States . 

The ongoing ^atudy, begjin i a 1963, looks at th* d iapers*! 
of r*d io '*e t iv« .iodine-13 z from nuclear veoppna tmitg i n Ifavada 
befew^an 19^1 and ipSQ. The material waa c a r r i e d by preva i l ing 
winds and depowi^od/ eoutatimea by r a i n f a l l , i n much of the 
concinentai y h i t « d "Stacea and parte qf Canada. 

Much of tba aritiel^iTJ of NCI inaction on re leaa ing 
infofcTnatib^ haa been a ^ e d at Bruce WaehhoU/ vrho h*tido the 
i w i t i t u t e ' a Radi^tioti Ef facte Branch. 

Wachholz s a i d on <<ednerfd*y thAt h* hopQa to have the 
report rol.ea'ead by the ^nd of Septpmbar. Ho aXao ooafj,noed 
ehAt a t c l c i a i a a t the Energy Department have i7eceiv*d abwe 
tetudy reeu^-few. 

M W a a*;rtaialy w i l l releaiie the report: =oon aa we gaxu'' 
Wactiiuals s a i d . 

dne person riot happy aixaut the delay i a Sen. Tcm Oaechla, 
D - S . D . , vVi9 was InsttUipelital two month© «go in. prefteurinjj irci 
bo diweuaff. pha etudy'a cfcatue; 

think aemiQlpoay h*a same aKplalning to d o , ' ' the Sanafca 
minority ladder 0**14 w^d îaoday by phona fx̂ om Waahirvgton. ' ' I 
am cx, t .r*^ly aoncemad abcrtit the alow pY^gtfesa o i th* av-.uAy.«' 

^ift watohdofir or^AniK^cioM-' z^cter alito aeko ^reeid^wt: 

8 002 
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Cllntoa no form a grotflP to »»invceticata tfym covi^-up pf thia 
data aad to make recomrnandatiaTia ^or policy changes." 

CiSaan Oerdbn, direocoar oC the Milieary Prpduetton Nacwsrlc 
and a co-author of tha latter, said, fc'he Mci apparently la 
ujiwUllrig co deal with the legacy .of huclea* cAata. 

v*2 thtiik thfct thS,* poijiue out that the agency ia a t i l l 
r<in by old werriors (andJ the Celrf Wair manfealitî  ia bt i i l 
deeply antrenphcd i n thece agenc i f tB ," Oordem o a i d oh 
Hednaaday. n 


