
T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

October 29, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR C A R O L RASCO 

From: 

cc: 

RE: 

Janet Abrams 

Elizabeth Drye 
Jill Pizzuto 

Meeting requested by U.S. National Commissipiron Libraries and 
Information Science 

Below is a recommended invitation list for the-meeting requested by Ms. Jeanne Simon. 
I have spoken with each of these individuals about the proposed discussion, and all have 
expressed interest in partic 

Carol EasCotplus other designated DPC staff) ^ j J ^ V (^SJO^f^ 

eanne_HiiHey^moi^Commissio Chairperson 
• Peter Young, Commission Executive Director 

phone: 606-9200 

Jim Kohlenberger, Office of the Vice President 
• phone: 6-6223 

Mike Nelson, Office of Science and Technology Policy 
• phone: 6-6039 

• Bob Blancato, previously Executive Director, White House Conference on Aging 
phone: 789-0470 

• Tom Kalil , National Economic Council 
• phone: 6-5366 

Please note: I worked to limit the size of the group. I f you wish to expand the list, you 
might also invite Bruce McConnell of OMB and Bob Stone of the National Performance 
Review. 'V^ _ 

Please call with any questions. I hope the discussion goes well. 

Thanks. 

Attachment: Letter from Jeanne Hurley Simon 
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United States 
National Commission on 

Libraries and Information Science 

September 6, 1996 

Honorable Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 

Like other agencies and departments in the federal government, the U.S. 
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science has carried out White 
House conferences. Our two endeavors were the 1979 and 1991 White House 
Conferences on Library and Information Services. 

Some of our constituents want us to undertake a third conference, but 
neither we nor they are interested in the old format of bringing everyone to 
Washington for a national conference. I expect we will explore various electronic 
and in-person possibilities for many levels of discussing and prioritizing issues and 
making recommendations. 

We wonder if your office or other departments or agencies have 
investigated different ways of doing White House conferences. If so, we would be 
very interested in being in touch with them. If not, may we suggest that 
discussions of this sort be started under the aegis of your office? The Commission 
wouldbejladjo assist any way that we could in these efforts ̂ We think âV * - , . 
government-wide look at White House conferences could benefit us all. \ . ^ ^ y t -

. • »—' CUUW 

Thank you for being in touch with me or with our Executive Director, Peter Ot-fiffh^tft, 
Young, in this regard. t „ f 

Sincerely, Q LUl^id 

Jeanne Hurley Simon ^ l /HCt f t ^ t t ^ X u v i t a 
Chairperson \ / p - ' 

I I io vcrmoni Avc;nue. N.W. Suiie 820 V ' ^VrMjAi & 
W f i s h i n g l o n . D.C 2(X)05 3 5 2 2 » 

(202) 606-9200 
Fax: (202) 600-9203 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

Assistant to the President for DomestitfPplicy 

To: .SW-xL 

Draft response for POTUS 
and forward to CHR by: 

t - — 

Draft response for CHR by: y W ^ \ x ' ' 

Please reply directly to the writer 

Let's discuss: 

(copy to CHR) by: v . 7 ^ ' ^ ^ 

Please advise by: . (f^ ^ ( v ^ 

For your information: . 

Reply using form code:_ 

File: 

Send copy to (original to CHR): 

Schedule?: • Accept • Pending • Regret 

Designee to attend: 

Remarks:. 
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NGLIS United States 
National Commission 

i S i * . Science N E W S R E L E A S E 
1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite 820 Washington, D.C. 20005-3522 202-606-9200 

http://www.hdis.gov 
For immediate release For more information contact: 

Tania Said at IMLS 202-606-8536 
4 October 1996 Peter R. Young at NCLIS 202-606-9200 

President Clinton Signs Museum and Library Services Act 

Washington, DC - On 30 September 1996 President Clinton approved 
legislation creating an Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS). Enactment 
of H.R. 4278 establishes IMLS to improve museum, library and information services. 
The new Institute consolidates federal programs of support for museums, which are 
currendy administered by the Institute of Museum Services (IMS) and programs 
supporting libraries, currently administered by the Department of Education. The 
legislation takes effect in FY 97 (beginning October 1, 1996), but FY 97 will clearly be 
a year of transition. 

Under the new law the U.S. National Commission on Libraries and 
Infonnation Science (NCLIS) will add to its responsibilities the role of advising the 
Institute on general policy related to financial assistance for library and infonnation 
services. The National Museum Services Board will continue to provide policy advice 
on museum programs. 

Speaking about the IMLS, Diane B. Frankel, IMS Director and the new IMLS 
Director said, "This new agency sends a strong signal about the contribution museums 
and libraries make to education and to communities across the country. I look 
forward to working with libraries and museums to ensure that the tremendous power 
they have- to enrich our lives is realized. 

" I look forward to working closely with members of both the museum and 
library worlds to assure a smooth transition to the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services." 

Jeanne H . Simon, NCLIS Chairperson, expressed satisfaction with the new 
arrangement: "NCLIS Members are very pleased about the prospects for increased 
cooperation between libraries and museums. We are also gratified that the important 



federal role supporting libraries will continue through the new Library Services and 
Technology Act." 

Provisions of the Museum and Library Act of 1996 include the following: 

• Authorize an annual appropriation of $150 million for libraries and $28.7 million 
for museums (note: appropriations for library and museum programs continue to 
be the responsibility of different Congressional committees) 

• Continue museum programs to encourage and assist museums in their educational 
role 

• Renew and reorganize provisions contained in the Library Services and 
Construction Act (LSCA) and the Higher Education Act (HEA) title I I into a new 
Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 

• Establish a directorship of the Institute of Museum and Library Services with a 
four-year term that will alternate between people from library and museum 
backgrounds 

• Transfer functions from IMS Director and Director of Library Programs at the 
Department of Education to the IMLS Director 

• Establish two deputy directors, one for the Office of Museum Services and one for 
the Office of Library Services 

• All of LSTA funding to states via state library agencies 
• Provide national leadership competitive grants and contracts for education and 

training, research and demonstration, preservation or digitization of library 
materials, and model cooperative programs between inuseums and libraries. 

The U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science is a 

permanent, independent agency of the federal government composed of sixteen 

members. NCLIS is charged by law (P.L. 91-345) to advise the President and 

Congress on national and international library and mformation services policies 

and plans. 

- 30 -



United States National Commission , OCT I I i995 
on Libraries and Information Science 
1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite 820 Washington, D.C. 20005-3522 
Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use, $300 

Washington DC 20500 

Federal Recycling Program @ Printed on Recycled Paper 



I spoke at le n g t h w i t h the Executive D i r e c t o r , Peter Long. 
The Commission i s considering hosting a n a t i o n a l conference some 
time over the next few years, but they p r e f e r not t o use the 
t r a d i t i o n a l model they used f o r t h e i r 2 previous n a t i o n a l meetings 
i n 1979 and 1991 (having a very large crowd spend 3 days t a l k i n g 
at each other i n a Washington h o t e l ) . 

Peter i s seeking guidance from Carol and the WH g e n e r a l l y on 
in n o v a t i v e methods f o r reaching out t o the l i b r a r y community and 
the p u b l i c a t large and s t r u c t u r i n g a n a t i o n a l discussion on the 
f u t u r e of l i b r a r i e s . 

The Commission i s meeting at the L i b r a r y of Congress December 
12-14. Peter ( w i t h Commission c h a i r Jeanne Simon) would very much 
l i k e t o meet w i t h Carol and others here on s t a f f before t h i s 
session t o t a l k about possible models f o r a " n a t i o n a l discussion" 
-- They could then present some of these thoughts t o the 
Commission as a whole. My sense i s t h a t they would love t o have 
Carol ( o r a designee) attend some pa r t of the December meeting. 

I t o l d him I'd r e l a y h i s i n t e r e s t t o Carol and t h a t we would be . 
back i n touch. I also mentioned the White House Conf on Aging and 

Press RETURN t o continue, GOLD MENU f o r options or EXIT t o cancel 



E X E C -U T I V E O F F I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

02-Oct -1996 05:17pm 

TO: 

FROM: 

Eli z a b e t h E. Drye 

Janet B. Abrams 
O f f i c e of the Vice President 

SUBJECT: L i b r a r i e s 

One other note: Peter Long i s not r e a l l y t h a t i n t e r e s t e d i n how 
the White House organizes n a t i o n a l conferences g e n e r a l l y (as he 
i n d i c a t e d i n the l e t t e r t o Ca r o l ) . I t seemed from C's handwritten 
notes t h a t she l i k e d t h a t p a r t of the l e t t e r . . . 
His i n t e r e s t i s (understandably) i n planning the next major 
n a t i o n a l meeting on l i b r a r y issues. 

BOTTOM 

You have reached the bottom of the document .Press RETURN 
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The Commission i s meeting a t the L i b r a r y of Congress December 
12-14. Peter ( w i t h Commission c h a i r Jeanne Simon) would very much 
l i k e t o meet w i t h Carol and others here on s t a f f before t h i s 
session t o t a l k about possible models f o r a "na t i o n a l discussion" 
-- They could then present some of these thoughts t o the 
Commission as a whole. My sense i s t h a t they would love t o have 
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back i n touch. I also mentioned the White House Conf on Aging and 
d i r e c t e d him t o the f e l l o w who was executive d i r e c t o r f o r t h a t 
MAJOR undertaking. I'm sure many lessons were learned from t h a t 
experience. 

How would you l i k e me t o proceed? I could d r a f t a note from CHR. 
Just give the word. Peter i n d i c a t e d t h a t he would be c a l l i n g Ms. 
Simon t h i s afternoon t o t e l l her Carol had responded t o her l e t t e r 
v i a my c a l l . Any chance of convening a meeting f o r , say, l a t e 
November -- Carol, an OVP rep, Jeanne Simon, and Peter? Let me 
know. 

Thanks. 
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E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E 0 F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

16-Oct-1996 01:53pm 

TO: E l i z a b e t h E. Drye 

FROM: Carol H. Rasco 
Domestic Po l i c y Council 

CC: Janet B. Abrams 

SUBJECT: RE: L i b r a r i e s Commission 

Agree w i t h your assessment, E l i z . I do t h i n k L i b r a r i e s could lead 
the way i n modernizing these White House conferences which were 
designed t o be dialogues but i n a period before we had some much 
technology t h a t w i l l allow something other than the DC 
extravaganzas a l l the time now. 

BOTTOM 
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16-Oct-1996 09:07am 

TO: Carol H. Rasco 

FROM: Eli z a b e t h E. Drye 

Domestic Po l i c y Council 

CC: Janet B. Abrams 

SUBJECT: RE: L i b r a r i e s Commission 

Janet, please t h i n k about how t o do a meeting t h a t i s b r i e f but u s e f u l , given 
t h a t they seem t o want t o t a l k about two very d i f f e r e n t t o p i c s -- how t o do a WH 
conference ( t e c h n i c a l l y ) , and how t o s u b s t a n t i v e l y frame a dialogue on the 
f u t u r e of l i b r a r i e s . I f they are r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the former, then perhaps 
we can set i t up f o r them w i t h r i g h t people ( O f f i c e of Admin, p u b l i c l i a s o n , 
VP's o f f i c e , DPC s t a f f e r ) but I don't t h i n k i t requires Carol's time (unless, 
Carol, you want t o be t h e r e ) . 

BOTTOM 
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FROM: Carol H. Rasco 

Domestic Po l i c y Council 

CC: Eliza b e t h E. Drye 

SUBJECT: RE: L i b r a r i e s Commission 

Question 1: I s there a t t h i s time l e g i s l a t i o n c a l l i n g f o r the 
next L i b r a r i e s Conference? 

2: I f answer t o 1 i s no, would they understand t h a t our host i n g 
of the meeting does NOT mean we w i l l n e cessarily go i n and f i g h t 
f o r a WH Conference? 

3. I f answer t o 2 i s t h a t they understand our p o s i t i o n , then I 
would be happy t o host a meeting. I t h i n k there should be 
s i g n i f i c a n t c o o r d i n a t i o n among White House s t a f f BEFORE the 
meeting w i t h these f o l k s on how we wish t o proach i t . 

Make sense? 
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United Srares 
National Commission on 

Libraries and Information Science 

25 October 1996 

Honorable Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington! DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 

Thank you for responding to our recent inquiry about new models for 
traditional national events like White House conferences. 

We are very pleased you have agreed to convene a meeting after the 
elections to j explore this topic witb. individuals on your staff or elsewhere in the 
Administration who have expertise in this area. Is it possible to have this initial 
meeting before the next Commission meeting, which is set for 12-14 December? 

Again, we appreciate your interest. Janet Abrams has been delightful to 
work with and we look forward to continued contact with your office. 

Thank you for being in touch to schedule an initial meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Hurley Simon 
NCLIS Chairperson 

I 1 in Vermonr Avenue. N,w. Suite 620 
wjishington. u.c. 20005-3522 

(202) GOG-9200 
Fax; (202) 6O6-9203 
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United Stales 
National Commission on 

Libraries and Information Science 

25 October 1996 

Honorable Carol H. Rasco 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco: 

Thank you for responding to our recent inquiry about new models for 
traditional national events like White House conferences. 

We are very pleased you have agreed to convene a meeting after the 
elections to explore this topic with individuals on your staff or elsewhere in the 
Administration who have expertise in this area. Is it possible to have this initial 
meeting before the next Commission meeting, which is set for 12-14 December? ~ 

Again, we appreciate your interest. Janet Abrams has been delightful to 
work with and we look forward to continued contact with your office. 

Thank you for being in touch to schedule an initial meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Hurley Simon 
NCLIS Chairperson 
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