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MR. KOPLOW Good morning, Mr. Chairman. My name is Meyer Koplow. I am a partner
of the firm of Wachtcll Lipton, Rosen. and Katz, and I represented Philip

Morris in the tobacco negotiations with the attorneys general, representatives

of the public health community, and private plaintiffs' lawyers.

I am pleased to be here this morning to participate in the first congressional

hearing into the proposals that resulted from our negotiations. Mr. Chairman,

for four decades, the tobacco industry has been battling with its opponents in

courtrooms and leg1slat1vc arenas around the country.

These disputes h?ve failed to produce an outcome that anyone would call
acceptable. Right now the industry is at sword's point with 40 attorneys general around the
United States. It is in litigation with a host of federal agencies. It's
fighting 20 class;action suits and has hundreds of individual actions pending
against it. These companies do not want to spend every day litigating
everywhere with!everyone about everything. Even if they continue to prevail in
© virtually every a'otion, continuing to litigate with all comers produces very
little that is constructive.

While the companies will continue to litigate if they have to, there must be a

better way to resolve the numerous issues that involve tobacco, a better way for
these companies.. - for their shareholders, their employees, the tobacco growers,

the public health! ‘community, government, and the citizens of America smokers and
non-smokers alike. And the companies want to be able to continue to sell their
product to adultsfwho want to buy them.

When the negotlatlons which produced last Friday's proposal began, the companies
were told by the other parties at the table that a new era would only come about

if the industry fundamentally changed the way it did business.

The proposal the:industry is willing to accept will indeed cause massive changes

in the way this industry does business. There will be no outdoor advertising,

no branded non-tobacco merchandise, no cartoon characters or humans like Joe
Camel and the Mfarlboro Man in advertisements, no vending machine sales. There
will be cessation programs for every consumer of the product who wants to quit.
There will be a massive anti-smoking public education campaign financed by the
industry but independently managed.

There will be national licensing standards for retailers, with license

suspensions for selling tobacco products to kids. There will be stark heaith

warnings, taking up 25 percent of the front of packs, and 20 percent of ads. A

penalty of up to 52 billion a year if under-age smoking isn't reduced by numbers

that are greater than 30 percent in five years, S0 percent in seven, and 60

percent in 10 years There will be extensive regulation of tobacco products by the Food and
Drug Administration. The FDA will have authority to compel less-hazardous tobacco
products. And the FDA will have extensive power to regulate the non-tobacco

ingredients in the product. There will be minimum national standards for
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exposure to second-hand smoke. There will be a $10 billion payment by the
industry on the ‘e;nactment of legislation, and at current sales levels and before
inflation, another $358.5 billion in payments over the first 25 years alone.
These provisions would be embodied in law with stiff civil and criminal
penalties for noh"-compliance, in consent decrees entered in the attorneys
general actions, and in the companies's binding and enforceable contractual
commitments to }ive up to the advertising and marketing restrictions, among
others. :

In return, the industry is to receive a measure of peace. The attorneys general
suits and class actions that have not reached final judgment will be settled,
and the industry will not face more in the future. Through the payment of $60
billion and other;fpunitivc provisions of the proposal, punitive damage claims
for past conduct only are resolved. But individuals can continue to bring
compensatory claims against the companies. Those claims will have to be
individually litigated.

The proposal shdws that this industry is prepared to effect huge changes in the
way it does busiriess, and that in particular, it agrees that kids should not
smoke. f

This is not a perfect solution to the decades of conflict and controversy.
Compromises neixer are. No one achieves everything they want. This is
especially true regarding an agreement of this size and scope involving an issue
that has been fought by some many, so bitterly, for so long. The companies
recognize that this compromise will not satisfy everyone. Many have questions
and concerns abjdl’ut the provisions, and all views should be heard, as the
president and the: Congress move forward to consider the proposal.

We are very hopc;zful that, after careful consideration, the Congress and the
president will enact into law the proposals, which will be put before you.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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SHOW: IN THE GAME 09:00 am ET
June;27, 1997; Friday 9:41 am Eastexn Time
Transcript # 97062708FN-102
TYPE: PACKAGE
SECTION: Business
LENGTH: 1140 words
HEADLINE: Tobacco Talk%
BYLINE: Gene Randall, 3ohn Metaxag
BODY: :
JOHN METAXAS, CNNfn ANCHOR, IN THE GAME: The landmark tobacco agreement is

going through its firstétough test on Capitol Hill and the tobacco industry is
feeling the heat from lawmakers. CNN's Gene Randall has more.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

GENE RANDALL, CNNfn CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): A Senate Judiclary Committee
hearing on tha tobacco deal - at times, an ear-full for the industry.

US SENATOR JOSEPH BIDEN, (D-DE): I thing we're going to have a hearing where
we actually have the CECs and the tobacco companies come up and stand before us
and say, we lied. :

RANDALL (voice-over): While there was bi-partisan praise for the effort to
achieve the agreement, an effort led by Mississippi Attorney General, Michael
Mcore, there was also skepticism about any industry commitment to a reformed way
of thinking. :

US SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, {(D-MA): Cigarettes cause cancer. Can you say yes
or no to that? We're under new corporate attitude of the big tobacce.

MEYER KOPLOW, PHILIP MORRIS ATTORNEY: I personally am not in a position to
give you an answer to the precise gquestion that you've asked.

RANDALL (Voice-overﬁz Republican Chairman Orrin Hatch cf Utah said, this
committee would take months to pass judgment on the agreement. But among the
most serious questions along with how to cut down or underrate smoking is the
issue of nicotine. Former FDA Commissioner David Kessler charges the agreement
would acrtually weaken the agency's ability to deal with a nicotine content of
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cigarettes. Kessler co-chairs a panel charged with adviging the White House on

the tobacco agreement.

DR DAVID KESSLER. FbRMER FDA COMMISSIONER: We have accomplished the first
two very critical igsues. The fact that FDA should have explicit and immediate
authority to regulate nicotine and tobacco products without any restrictions.

RANDALL (voice-over): The tobacco attorney at Thursday's hearing, on why the
companieg don't produce nicotine on their own. Now.

KOPLOW: Nobody realiy knows whether we're going to be confirming a health
benefit on folks. RANDALL (voice-over): If U.S. tobacco companies lose business
] . . - . N
at home, do they make it up overseas - another judiciary committee flash point.

US SENATOR MICHAEL DEWINE, (R-OH): I would certainly would think that this
agreement is good enough for children in the United States and it ought to be

good enough for children around the world.

RANDALL (on-camera): With so much questions being raised about so much of

the tobacco agreement, there could be a long road ahead before anything like it .

becomes a legally binding done deal.
Gene Randall. CNN, Washington.
(END VIDEOTAPE)

END

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET)
June 292, 1997, Sunday 12:11 PM
LENGTH: 276 words

HEADLINE: CONGRESSIONAL. HEARINGS TO SCRUTINIZE PROPOSED TOBACCO SETTLEMENT; JOE
CAMEL AND MARLBORO MAN ADS TC BE DISCONTINUED

REPORTERS: JOE JOHNS

BODY:
EDIE MAGNUS, co-anchor:

To Capitol Hill now and the tobacco settlement, which is supposed tc guide
Congress in writing new laws. NBC's Joe Johns reports the blueprint is already
smudged.

JOE JOHNS reporting: |

It could be months before Congress and the president give their last word on
the $ 368 billion tobacco deal. But the start, last week, of congressional
committee hearings left .no doubt that there will be changes, perhaps major
changes. An attorney fdr the tobacco industry said he was optimistic about
compromige with Congress.

Mr. MEYER KOPLOW (Tobacco Company Attorney): Obviously there are parts of
this that the industry might find unacceptable to lose and there are other
provisions that the industry would find acceptable to see modified.

JOHNS: The deal prohibits use of images such as Joe Camel or the Marlboro Man
in all tobacco product advertising. It bans outdoor advertising and would
require gtronger wording about the effects of smoking on health. But critics,
including advisers tc the president and some of the loudest tobacco opponents,
have charged that the deal does not give the Food And Drug Administration enough
power to regulate nicotine, that proposed penalties aren't stiff enough if
smoking by young people .ign't dramatically reduced, and that the deal limits the
industry's legal liability too greatly. One of those who faghioned the deal
said today, it only needs some fine tuning, not major surgery.

Mr. STAN CHESLEY (Tobacco Deal Negotiator): I think that everybody keeps
locking at the lcopholes., and, candidly, I don't think there are a lot of

loopholes.

JOHNS: Earlier this month the point man for dozens of state attorneys general
whoge lawguits helped bring the issue to a head, said too much tinkering could
break the deal. :

Mr. MIKE MOORE (Mississippi Attorney General): What I hope Congress doesn't
do is try to reinvent the wheel. 1If they try to reinvent the wheel, frankly,
the losers are gonna be the kids and the public health of this country.

oos
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NBC News Transcripts, June 29, 1997

JOENS: But what is clear from these first few skirmishes is that Congress is
not going to sign off on the deal without taking a very close lock. Joe Johns,
NBC News, the Capitol.

LANGUAGE: English
LOAD-DATE: June 230, 1997
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SECTION: Business News
LENGTH: 635 words
HEADLINE: Senators lamb;ste tobacco lawyer
BYLINE: By LAURAN NEERGAARD, Associated Press Wriper
DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY :

Tobacco companies must publicly admit cigarettes are addictive and deadly if
Americang are to accept the proposed tobacco settlement, said senators who are
preparing to question cigarette executives under oath.

Three years ago, in a defining moment in the antismoking movement, those
executives swore to Congress that their products were not dangerous.

Under the settlement reached last week, companies agreed to labels warning
that cigarettes kill but did not otherwise have to admit that fact. A Philip
Morris lawyer drew senators' ire Thursday when he refused to make that
admission.

How, said Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., could senators believe that the
settlement signals "a new corporate attitude" if attorney Meyer Koplow could not
make such a simple admission? '

The attorney does not have the authority to make guch a statement without his
employer's permission, conceded Sen. Joseph Biden, D-Del. But his evasion will
strike Americans as "repulsive," Biden said.

If the companies' new eXecutives deny tobacco's dangers, "I think you're
going to make the case for this settlement going down the tubes," Biden said.

The exchange was part of the first hearing on the tobacco settlement, which
Congregs must ratify to take effect. Before his Judiciary Committee makes any
decisions on the deal. Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said he would call tobacco

executives to testify about those key questions.

Meanwhile, President Clinton reiterated his concern the settlement could
limit the Food and Drug Administration's authority. "I just want to make sure
they will still be able to do what is necessary to protect the public healcth,*

he said.

agide from criticism of Koplow, they appeared open to some tobacco deal passing
Congress.

Senators from both parties demanded changes to the settlement Thursday. But \t
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"There is no question there will be some changes," said Hatch, who could
oversee much of the deal. But "this is a very, very important thing. This is our
chance to really do something that might bring about a sea change" in American
tobacco use.

But Hatch said the deal faces "a rocky road." As evidence, he said an
ancnymous colleague had filed an objection to his information-only hearing even:
taking place.

Mississippi Attorney General Michael Moore, the deal's lead negotiator, was
frustrated by the criticisms.

"You guys. and ladies, have had all types of chances, for years and years and
years, to do many of the things that we keep hearing from people now that we
should have done." he told the senators. "If we don't act now, the only thing we
have tc lose are our kids' lives and the public health of our country."

"I am looking to you for leadership." he told the senators.

Under the settlement, which would end 40 state lawsuits, tobacco companies
agreed to pay $ 368 billion over 25 years, strictly curb their advertising and
pay penalties if teen-age smoking does not drop. In return, they won a ban on
any future c¢lass-action lawsuits, protection against punitive damages and some
restrictions on government control of nicotine.

Already, top public health groups, led by former Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop, have condemned the limits on government control of nicotine as a
deal-killer and called the teen smoking penaltieg too low.

"Dr. Koop has great credibility with Americans and of course with this
Congress, " said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa.

Sen. Mike DeWine, R-0Chio, demanded that Philip Morris, as a sign of good
faith, implement the settlement's advertising curbs overseas even though no U.S.
gettlement has any legal force abroad.

Philip Morris will négotiate with foreign governments "to reduce kids' q

smoking in these countries," Koplow said. But it will not curb advertising
abroad unless its competitors, including foreign firmsg, do also, he said.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: June 27, 1997



07/14/97 MON 14:02 FAX 202 690 7425

OPHS EXECUTIVE OFFICE

THE GREEN SHEET °

do1o

) o Acmxidied Prems
Mississippi Atty. Gen. Mike Moore pleaded for quick
aperavel of the deal, saying It could be the 1ast chance,

i

L.A, Times;

Tobacco Deal
Caught in Snag

s Litigation: Before signing off on _
settlement, some senators want industry
executives to admit nicotine is addictive, :
By MYRON LEVIN

TIMES STAFY WRITER

62787

WASHINGTON—A potentlal new obstacle o t.he-ghn{
lobaceo peace accord surfaced Thuraday at a Senate Judi.
eiary Committee hearing, where peveral members voiced
anger Wat Wbacco executives sul] do not admit that their
products are addictive. o

The hearing was Congress’ firat formal digcuaston of the
mega-deal. and at the end of a highly charged bearing that
lagted nearly four hours, eommittee chairman Orrin Hateh
(R-Utsh) announced that he planned to call industsy lead.
ers before the panel.

“l do Pelieve we're going 1o have 1o bring 1n [tebaceo)
executives Lo admit that they now know that nicntine is
addictive,” Hateh aaid.

Such testimony would raige thorny legal issues for the
industry and would recall the fateful congresasional hearing
in April 1994 at which seven top tobacco execuuves stated
under oath that they did not believe nicotine was addictive,

Continued from BS

Almost smmediately, previously
rccret documents Were loaked sug-
geslipg that top executives of
Brown & Williamsan Tobacco Corp.
and il corperate parent, BAT.
knew by the earlv 19605 that nico-
une was addicuve. The apparent
contradiction between the execu.
tives tcgumony and the documents
trigeered a cnminal probe of the
mdustry by the Justice Department
that 1= continuing.

The admissions sought by Hateh
and other commiltes membera
would not only complicate the
industry’'s defense of any future
eriminal indictments, byt would
leave the companies vulnersble in
the types of aivil sujis still permit.
ted ur.der the gettiement.

Even sa. Scn. Joseph Biden (D-
Del). 10 a bhstering attack on the
comparies. 3aid he was unlikely w0
vole for any setliement that did pot
intiude admisaions that they had
Lied 1n the past.

Thursday's Rearing underscored
the highly uncerian prospects fac-
Ing the 5368.5 billion tobacco deal.
whith requites spproval by Core
#rasg and the White House.

The hearing also raised—but did
nat resoive—~the question af
whether the :ndustry might reject
candiuong added by Congress and
altemp! ta abandon the deal.

Asked by Sen, Patnek Leahv (D-
Vi if the geal- would be "dowm the
tubes’ if sigruficantly strengthened
by Corgress. industry lawyer
Mever G. Kaplow sad 1t was “diffi-

B L P

The l3ndmark gettlement.
announced las. Friday. was ham-
mered out during three months of
Inlensive negoualigns belween
tobacco representatives. state
atlornevs general and private any-
tomacco lawvers.

edicl what would

~ treatmidie mlebrki Abs UPCUGDIL ~ ehim ot b posfichne B erE

At Thursday’'s hearing. commit-
tec membera heard testimony from
three witnesses deeply involved (n
the talks: Migsisaippi Atly. Gen.
Mike Moore. lead negotiator for the
anti-tobacco forces; Matt Myers,
exceytive director of the Nationa)
Center for Tobacco-Free Kids. and
the only public health representa-
uve reguiarly at the bargaining
able: and Koplow, a lead negotia-
tor for the {ndustry,

Several senstors praised Moore
and Myera for their roles tn the
accord, tn Which the industry
agreed 10 accepl==and in x0me cag-
eg, 10 finance—a seried of healith
initiatives that would have been
uRimaginabie just 8 few months
ago.

But some provisions of the deal

came under strong atlack, with

lawmakers suggesting the comps-
nies gave up oo litle for the liabil-
1ty protections they got

Unlike s conventional gettlement
worked -out between parties in a
lawaun, this ome needs congres-
sional approval because its con-
strain on future suitt must be
writlen Jhe law,

The deal would rid the industry
of pending lawsults filed by 40
atates and 20 private class action
cayes. Such claims weould be barred
1n the future, but individual smok«
ers could sull sue e industry.

Tobacco firmsa sought the deal
because Lhey “do not want Lo gpend
every day. evetvwhere. litgaling
aDoul evervthing with everyone,”
Hopiow told the cammuttee,

In return for relief from hugae
ton. tobaceo companies would pay
a il more than $300 dilljon to the
states over an initial 25 years to
reimburse Medicaid funds used to

Abowr 660 hillian merevouid my
for health programs. including &
massive anti-lobacco ad campalgn
and smoking cessauon for \hose
who Want Lo quit. The money
would also be used to establish
natisnwide licensing for tobacco

Pleasr see TOBACCO, B6

retsilers and to crack down on.
those who llegally well o youths
under 18

Price inerdases of ot about 50
cenyy per pack would pay for the
settlement The hikes alone would
be expected o reduce smoking, | -

Under the aceord, the indusiry
also would accept a ban on smaking
at most work sjtey and public plac-
e3, and would agree w use larger
and more amijhous warning labels,
eliminate billboards and other out-
door advertising. halt sponserahip
of sporting events, and ban the dis-
tribution of cape, T-shirts and other
items with tobacco logos that are
thought to appeal 10 kids,

Until the 1asue of nicotine addic-
ton arcse Thuraday, moat eriticiam
of the deal had focused on language
that could make it hard fer the
Food and Drug Admnistration w
order reductions in nicotine; allowa
the comparues to treat gettlement
payments as tax-deduet{ble
expenses; and impeses inadequate
penalties on the indusiry if targeted
reduclons in youth smoling are
not achieved.

Committce members also ralsed
these concerna—byt then tore into
the scttlement’s promise of a new
“corporate eulture” for tobaceo.

Noung that one of the new labels
reads: "WARNING; Cigareties
cau3c cancer.” Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy (D-Mass.) asked Koplow
if he agreed with that statement

"1 personally am not in a pasition
to gIve YOoUu B precise answer.”'
Koplow rephed.

“How about. ‘Tebatceo smoke can
harm your children® ~ asked
Kennedy, resding another label.
“Can you Lell us whether you agree
with that®”

that quasuon.” Koplow mid - o .4
Biden lashed out at Koplow, tell-
g him that without a settlement
the industiry could be destroyed or
driven “of(ahere with the cocaine
dealers.”
Addressing Moore—who had

tiled the first of the state suita that

- pushed the industry to the bar-

guining table—Biden sald that he
had “done such 2 good job" of
expoaing “whal liars the Lodaceo
companies are,’: and that now hie

" settlement ia In perdl.

But Moore pleaded for quick
approval from Congress, and with s
minimum of Lnkering—=arguing
that the states could win gll of their
lawsuiis without ever securing the
public health measures contatned
In the deal. “Finally, we have an
agreemert that wiil begin to save
livea now." he said. )

On the other hand, sald Moore, if
Congress delays and trials go fer.
ward, the chance of a settjement
could be loat farever.

Even now, Moore said, he and
industry lawyvera will have ts reach
a peparate fetllement of
Missistippt's cade or begin trial July
1.

Noting that the deal conuaine
many anpli-smoxing programs
meagures that. lawmakera had
tried. but failed, o achieve. he said
“You guys and ladies have had all
kinds of chances.”

“T think Wia1's "wuche’ in saying
we haven't done much (n
Congress...and you have.” Hatch
replied.

Sen. Diane Feinstein(D-Ca.).
while calling the deal “impressive.”
agked why it did not provide funds
Lo municipaliues, {neluding the aty
and county of Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and San Jose. which
filed their own suits te recover
smoking-related medical costa.

"Almost 10% [w)] 12 % of all the
monieg will end up in Califorrua.”
8aid Moore, adding that he believes
part of the staie's abare will go 1o .
thecJuerand counMes, s, a0 a1t

The Senate Judicinry Comumittae. -
one of geveral committees likely o
review the deal. will take it up
again on July 16, sajd Hatch. He
told the witnesses: "I know you're
going Lo have to come back a num-
ber of times w help us with this.”
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Michael Moore rlefl), Musissippi’s altorney general. arrives Lo testify on the proposed setilement with the

. lobacca industry, tn which he was the lead negoliator, At right 1s Matthew Myers, ezecutive pice president

. and general toumel fov ms National Center for Tobacco-Free Ktdg,

‘Tobacco-deal lawyer draws fire on Hill

“Won't admit cigarettes
areaddictive, deadly

‘Allocllflﬂ ragse

WASHINGTON — A lobacco
slawyer arew the irc of Eenators
‘vesterday when he refused to ac-
. 'knowledge = despite the 1ndus.
{AFy’s proposed setdement last
‘week — that clgureties are addie:
uve and deadly.

Sennte Republicans sald they
‘would call In the ¢hief executives
of top ciguretie makers to answer
Lhat question — replaying a defin-
ing moment in the gnu-Lobacco
carnpaign when, three years ago.
- tobacco chieftains swore to Con-

gress that thelr products were not
‘dangerous,

If the companles' new execu-
tives make those denials agan, “1
thInk -you're going to make the
case for this settlement going
down the tubes.” warmed Demo-
cratic Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr. of
Delaware

The New Yorx attorney who he-
gatlated Lhe todaceo deel for Phll-
ip Moms;, Meyer Koplow, refused
Lo answer those questions yester.
day In the first congressional hear-
iNg on the proposed settlement.
Koplow zaid that as an ocutside at-
tormey. he was not suthorized to
make guch statcment: — even
though he helped write into the
deal new warnings for cligarette
packs that will say smoking kilis.

He said Lobacco executives
woula answer those questions for

. Congress. and Republican Sen.
Omn G. Hgtch of Uah, ehalrman
of the Judiciary Commitiee. said

. he planned to call the executives.

* Butin atesty exchange, Demo-
cratic Sen. Edwara M, Kennedy of

Massachusetts said Koplow's re-
marks belled Big Tobagco's claim
that the settiement introduces ~a
new corporate attitude.” and Bid-
en sald average Americans would
find the evaston “repulsive.” .

“Part of what the Amernean
publie is looking for. in my view, is
an acknowledgment ... that you all
are such crumds in the way in
which you've dealt with the Ameri
can publc.” Biden sald.

Senators from both parties de-
manded changes to the settle-
ment yesterday. But aside from
the attacks on Koplow, they ap-
pewred open 1o a tobacco deal
passing Congress.

Hope for ‘2 sea change’

“There is no question there will
be some changes.” sald Hatch,
who a5 chairtnan could oversce
much of the deal, But “this ls &
very. very important thing. This [s
our chance 10 really do something
that might bring about a seca
change™in U.S. Lobaceo use.

Last week. tobaceo companies
agreed Lo Settle 40 state lawsuits
against the industry under & mul-
tibilion-aollar deal that would set
national tobacco polcy. Congress
must ratify the agreement. But &
visibly irmitated Hatch sald yester-
doy thmL the deal faces “a rocky
road.” As evidence, hr said an
anonymous colleague had fled an
objection to the hearing’s even
taking place.

Mississippi Attorney General
Michael Moore, the deal's lead ne-
gotiaror. was frustrated by the
critleisms. .

“You guys. and ladies, have had
all types of chances, f(or years and
years and years. to do many of the
things that we kKeep hearing from
people now that we should have
done.” he told the senators, “If we

don’t act now, the only thing we
have to loge are our kdds’ lives and
the public health of our country.

“I am Jooking to you for ieader-
ship,” he challenged the senators.

And Phip Morris” Koplow (n-
sisted the gettlement =will indeed
cause massive changes In the way
this industry does business.”

Settlement’s etalls

Under the settlement, tobacco
companies agreed to pay $368 bil-
lion over 25 years. gtrietly curb
their advertiging and pay penal-
tes Uf teen-age smoking doesn't
drop. In retum, they won a ban on
any fture class action lawsuits.
protection against punitive dam-
ages and some restrictions on gov-
emment eontrol of nicotine.

Already. top puble health
groupe, led by former Burgeon
General C. Everett Koop, have
condemned the nicotine curbs as

.a deal-killer and called the teen

smokdng penalties toolow.

“Dr, Koop has great credibijty
with Americans and. of course,
with thiz Congress.” sald Sen. Ar.
len Specter. 8 Pennsylvania Re-
publican,
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Studies Say Man]uana Affects Brain
In Same Ways as Heroin and Cocaine

By RotExt Lanoremvt

S(qﬂﬂppna ef Tix Warg STRRaT Jovanar

3rjuans use i3 on the rise, buoyed by
Its long-held reputation of belng 2 Compar-
atively benlgn recreatiofal drug, But pew
research shows it affects the brain in the
same ways that highly sddictive drugs like
heroin and cocaine do.

In two hew studies. researchers found
that marijuena hifacks the brain's “re-
ward system” (0 produce 2 heroin-like
cuphoria. and alsc that Il produces emo
tional withdrawat symptoms 1n the 53me
way cocalfie or alcoho! does. Previously,
scientists had assumed marijuana acled
througn different mernamsma {rom other
drugs.

Srientists say the lalESI results cutmi:
nate in a serics of revent findings ndicat-
DR tha? Ali Bdused Sruys share a Tew dbayic
briin mechanisms —- & dlscoven that may
evenually lesd to versatile classes of
drugs that ¢An be used 10 {red! most lypes
of druz addiction,

“This telis us thar marijuana has
cornmon brain mechanisms with other
abused drugs.”’ salq Alan Leshner, direc-
tur of the Nationa! Institute on Orug Abuse.
which sponsored vne of (ne two stydies,

“They suggest (hat rnamuana use primes
Ine bryin for abuse of Arugs Like nern and
catne .

The new research comes &1 a ume
whel MInjuana ust IS . S03finE. eSpe-
clallv among (erpageny Some 1§37 of
CIENT gTacers and 336 af Joth graders
used MAruand in 19%. compared respec-
fivery with just 6270 and 16.5: n 199],
atcording to zuvcrnmenr-!undea studies.

thergii, some 100000 Americans seek
HealRien! Juf marijuana dependence each
srear e ernment fgutes Shuw, ahd untwid
neere Lall undet ils spell without searching
palermal therapy, Other sumevs indicale

e-27-

thal teenggers who try marijuana are
more lKkely to de dependent on It than
teenagers who use¢ cocglne.

The new (findhgs. both published in
this week's issue of the jourhal Sclence,
may help explain why. In one stydy of
more than 50 rats. sclenlists at the Unjver-
sty of Cagliarl Ia Italy showed thut mari-
Juana produces a surge of dopamine. a
train chemica) assaclated with plegsure
and cuphonia, In a key brain region in-
volved in producing emotions: such a
dopamine surge has been documented In
amast all other adbused drugs and is
believed 1o de responsidie for the reinfore-
(ng mechanisms that send addicts seurry-
ing back for more. High doses of THC. the
aclive ingredient In marijuana. ryygniy
doubled (ne dopamine levels in (he rars—a-
bout the same increase as thal produced by
large amounts of heroin, the s¢tentists in
Haly reported,

The researchers theorize that mari
Juana may work indirectly by stimulaling
the release of paryral “‘oplates” In (he
dritin, Which in tura cause dopamince dis-
churge, “This explains why some peaple
become addicted 1o marjuana.” 63id (ean
teager Gaetano Di Chiara.

Tne second teparl. by Ceseyrcheny
from Complutense University in Spain ana
Scripps Research Institute in Californiy.
shows (hQt maryuana can produce with-
draws| symploms Dy eievating levels of 4
orain hormone (hat causes siress. Many
heavy ysers of macijushi feef AnXxious and
experience other emotliohal problems
when (hev stop. But such withdrawy!
symptoms are relatively mild compared
wilh yome other drugs. and have proven
difficuh to study in Jaboraor: animais.

Sec DRUG ABUSE, p. 13

Senators Bfa,st Terms of Tobacco Pact,
Signaling Tough Sledding in Congress

By JovRey Tavice
Staff Reparrer af Tae Wali STRERT JoumNac

WASHINGTON = Negotialors of the
propased lobacro gettlement endured with-
ering criticism from members of the Sen-
ate Judidtary Commifiee in 2 renewed
indication thai the Geal as crafted faces
serfous oppositon [n Congress.

"We've dohe all we can do.” s4ld
Michael Maore, Misstssippl's stmmmey
general and lead negotiator. professing
himsell “frustrgled” alter & morning of
harsh questioning by senavwrs. "I don't
have Wi power or Wthe authorlty to put
these people out af bustness. Only Con-
gress fas that suthority.”

. Senalors from both parties warned that

the terms of the seltlement will have to
change significanty. They joined public-
health groups in denouncing provisions of
(he dea! they s31d give Big Tobaceo new
tools to thwart the Food and Drug Adminls-
tration’s ability 1o controi nicatine content
in cigareties. And Lhey satd the settlement
would (ine lobacco companies far 100 little
if they fail to reduce teen smoking In the
future. Still. moat of the 3enators said some
version of the pact could be enacted if these
perceived defects can be corrected.

The Senalc redukes came only a day
aflcr pubdlic-heslth groups. including three
that had lauded the progress of ncgiotia-
lors during the talks. demanded that any
deaj protect the FDA's authority 1o regu:
late cigarcttes, The health arganizations
make yp & 2-member todacco-policy task
{orce, led dy (ormer FDA chief David
Kessler and former Surgeon General C.
Everett Koop, which s preparing a report
on the setliement for the White House and
Congress,

The hesring, convened by commitice
Chairman Orrin Hateh was transfotmed w
4 "bnefing” — where withesses aren’t un:

" der aath — after an undisciosed senatgr
filed an objection to dlock it, Tre Utah
Republican interprered the move as gn
expression of opposition to the deal. telling
Mr. Moore and his feliow negotiators
"“the road you face to approval of your
agreement is 8 rocky one.”

The briefing featured the first exten-
sive pudlic stalements about the agree
ment from 3 tobacco-industry representa:
live. Meyer G. Koplow. a lawyer who
negutiated for Philip Morris Cos. in the
seitlement t3lks. He sald the dea| provide;
2 measure of peace™ for tobaces compa-
nles 1n exchange for their puyment of
penaltles totsling 5368.5 billion and thelr
eommitment o sweeping restrictiohs on
cigaretie advertising and mareting.

"*These companies do not want o $pend
cvery dsy litigating everywhere with
everyone,” Mz. Koplow sald.

Two prominent Democrats. Joseph Bi-
den of Delaware and E4ward Kennedy of
Massschusetts. launched especislly harsh
atlacks on the deil. Sen, Kennedy. recall:
ing What at a congressional heering toree
yeurs ago tohscco executives bad denied
that nicodne Is addictive, .pressed Mr.
Koplow lo 58y whether he now agreed wikh
such proposed cigarene package wamings

as “cigareftes are addictive” and “smok-
ing can kfil you.”” Mr. Koplow declined. but
offered w have others In the lndusu’y
respond later.

That drew an angry reduke (rom Sen.
Biden: "We're going 1o have the obacen
CEOs in to testify.” he said. “If they
answer as you aid, [ think thac will peve the
way for rejection of your settlcment.”

Republican Sen. Cnarles Grassiey of
Jowa chalienged a part of the sertiement

See TOBBACO PACT, p. 8

Democrats Tighten Welfare Reform’s Rules on Working

By VIRGINIA ELLIS

Timesstatt w e

ACRAMENTO—Uetermined 1o

avoid & revolt by moderates and
hoping W attract moure Republican
supporl. Demarraiic lemisiatars
gubstanually modified & welfare
reform plan Thursdav o 1mpose
stticler work requirementis oh
reciplents

After nearly @ week of bekind-
the-gcenes negouations. « conler-
ence comUT.itier voled o al:ien 1@
pian ¢loser w0 a proposal by Repub-
lican Gov. Pete Wiisar, whose velp
could prevent the iasue {rom betng
resolved Lthiz vear and force lepix.
lators ta deal with 1t 4n eleclion
vear

The changes came after a
threatened uprising oy moderate
Democrats 1n the Assemdls who
complained 1hal &h eatiier plan
spproved by the joint Semate-
Agsembiy eommitlee had several
provisions that they congsidered too
liveral.

To keep themn from defecting.
Assernbly leaders. leqd by Speaker
Cruz Bustamantie (D-Fresno).
proposed 2 serics of changes that
would reduce the safervy net far
familiee who still nesded aid after

five years. prevent certain drug
l’elans from ever receiving asdis-
tance and tighten work
re‘qu»remenm

VT believe we have pregented a
document now that g not a lideral
do;ument said Agsemblywoman
Valerie Brown (D-Kenwood), one
of ‘the leaders of the moderates. "1
wink we have come mych eloser to
where the governor 12."

" Bugtamante vaid: “Thig 18 a firm.
{7 and realistic golution that any -
one serious aboul moving people
from weifare 1o work should
endorse.”

The last-minute wrangling to
producc 3 mofe moderate plan
demonsirated fow much the wei.
1are Wsue has divided Demotratnin
the Legislatyre and how politically
vulnrrable many of them feel an
theassye.

In their dbatlles behind closed
doots. one faction of Democrats had
fought for a more liberal plan.
argwng that it would allow them
more room la bargain with the
governor

But the other facuon. which ulu-
malely wor oul. ingisted that for
Demactaly in Wwing districls that
strategy could be falal Decause It

would force them ta go on tecord
with voteg that could become fod-
der for an opponent's campaign.

"They felt they needed (o be able
10 Lake something back to therr
distriets that ther eould defend and
that would net be used agsinst
them wher Lhev were running for
reeiccuonh and now I think they
have that.” said Ser. Dane Watson
(D-Los Angeles). co-chaitwoman
of the commitLee.

She acknowiedged. howevcr.
that for many liberalz the new pro-
visions In the plan were a bitter pill,
especially the one that would get an
abdsolute five-~eat lifetime limyt [or
agdully lo recelve assistance

The earhier plan han provided -

that after five vears families ecould
contihue 0 receive assizlaher Al

Lhe sathie levels ax long as Lhe adulls |

agreed 10 work 1n community ser.
vice )ods.

Under the new proposal adopred
by the commitiec. after five years
the adults would Joge asgistance
and counties would be given the
opuar of providing aid o the ¢hil-
drenin \he familv either in the form
af cash ar non.cash vouchers.

“That'y Lthe ane we really had to
pive on,” gaid Watson. “But in

working with 120 people {in the
Legusiatyre] and 18 raembers of the
conference committee . . . I think
smong the Democrats thiz 1 the
best we could get.”

In tus proposal. Wilsgn had 3lso

. suggested a five-year lifetime lirmit

that would cut adults off ald and
provide only non.cash assissance
to children.

Wilson, Rowever, declined to
comment on the commitiee's
aciions. saying through a spokes-
man that “we Rave nol seen their
proposal although we have been
provided an cutine, We wil| refrain
{rom commenting until we have a
chance W analyze 1tn depth.”

Other prowvisions approved by the
committee ircluded 3 ughlening of
the time limits for recipients to
move (rom welfare Lo work.

Under the previaus plan, recipi-
ents could have as long as 33
monthy to move into joba before
they would jose aid, Under the new
proposgal, that time would be cut to
24 months, although a county could
add ;ix menthe to the limit if
unemployment rates were high.

After recipients reach thig limit,
e new plan would alisw them o
continue receiving ald oaly if they

participated in community pervic
Jobe,

The committee sls0 voted Lo sus
pend a cost-of-living increage fo:
reciplents end exteng for a year:
48% reduclion n benefits tha
went-into effect tn Jaauwary, New
that reduction would expire ir
November and a cost of living
therease would go inw effect nen
year,

In Los Angeles a mother and twe
children ean now receive s maw-
mum grant of $565 a month. If the
cut had been restored and the cost-
of -living Irerease had been allowed
to go into effect, that grant leve!
wotld have rigen Lo $610 a month,

Agsemblywoman Helen Thomp-
sopn (D.Davis), a moderate wEo
had objected to the original pian,
sald onc important change for
many Domoeratic legislators had
been a toughening of the treatment
of drug felons.

“1 frankly don't think we shouid

‘be funding on welfare people who

run drugs or pell drugs.” ahe said,

The earlier proposal had denied
aid to these convicted of a fclony
{or the manufacture, sale or trens-
portation of drugs fot a period equal
w their jall sencence.

The new plan prohibits anvone
convicted of thase drug felonics
{rom ever recetving aid.

e
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(hat would allow tobécm companies fo
deduct penalties as ordinary business ex-
penses, calling It a taxieut (hat would cost
the Treasury $129 biliion over the next 25
years. Mr. Koplow disagreed. contending
It would be -‘revenue neutral” Dbecause
it would also force cigarette prices higher,
generating more taxes:

Neither were sengtors especially gentle
with Mr, Mocre or his fetlow public-health
negotiator, Matthew Myers of the National
Center for Tobacco-Free Kids. Mr. Moore
was often reduced w-lending support to
something Mr. Kopiow had sald. And at
one point. Democratic'Sen, Richard Dur-
bin of Illinols. & longiime tobacco foe. ac-
cused Mr. Myers of “'selling out” by sgree-
Ing Lo sanctions that he sald amount to only
cight cents & pack if teen smoking doesn’t
decline 0% within 10 years.
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Show mez Sen. Edwand Kennexty. D-Mass., asis Philip Mormls lewyer Meyer Kopiow at a Senate Judrdary Commitee -
haaring Thursday for evidence that ORS00 coMpanies itend o change thalr ‘cormorate cuture.”

USA Today; 6-27-97

Senators doubtful of tobacco dea

Panel seeks admission
that nicotine can kil

By Jessica Lee
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON ~ Serious consid-
erafich of the $368 bdillion tobacen
senlement shoyld begin with a sworn
sdmission dy lndustry executves
that nicotine can kill, senators instst-
ed Thursday in the §rsn congression-
a) examination of the plan

Negotiaiors on both sides of the
sealement defended the deal struck
after (hree months of talks in tesn-
mony before the Senate Judiciary
Commigee. But senawrs making
their first formal review of the plan
responded with skepticiam.

“Part of what the public wan®s is
some acknowledgement .., of how
reprehensivle you've been.” Sen. Joe
Biden. D-Del., wid a lawyer for PA(l-
tp Morris. Without such an acknowl-
edgment. Biden warmed, “] tink
you're poing (0 make the case for this
setlement going down the tubes™

Tobacco execytives had testified
last yenr that they knew of no evi-
dence that nicotne is addictive. The

~“There's no gQuestion there'll de
some changes in what you've done.”
said committee Chairman Ofrin
Haich, R-Utah. “And [ do believe we
are going o have w dring in the ex.
ecutives 1o admit that they now con-
cede nicotine Is addictive.”

“Do you agree that WHICCO sMoke
can harm your children” Sen. E4-
ward Keanedy, D-Maex | asked Phil-
ip Morris lawyer Meyer Koplow.

Koplow responded by saying, "l
personally am pol (h the position W
give you a precise answer.”

Satements from Haich and Ken-
nedy, co-Sponsofs of 8 plan o raise
cigarete axes 20 cenws a pack, fired
the opening shot in a round of con-
gressional hearings expected to spot-
light serious muisgivings about the 1o
becco setlement agreed W last week
by the storneys general of 39 states
and tobdceo corporadons .

Under the agreement, which re-

quires congressiona! approval, o
bacco comganies would gve 5
$368 billlon over 25 years as compen-
sation for the health costs of tobacco-
related linewses. [n exchange. the to-
baceo companies would be immune
from future lawsuirs on those cases.

The pact requires tobacco compa-
nles 10 combat tobacco ese by chil-
dreq in the Unied Sates But noth-
ing in the pact requires companles
discourage smoking by teenagers
overseas, noted Sen. Mike DeWine,
R-0bio, adding, “If this agreement is
good enough for children in the Unit-

ed States, it ought 10 be pood enoygh

for children around the world.”

Mississippi Aorney General Mi-
chael Moore, who helped negotate
the deal, at one point tld the com-
mjgee, “You guys. and ladies, have
had all types of chances for years
and years. . .. If we don'tact now, the
only thing we have to lose are our
kids’ lives ang the public heaith of
our country.”

The pact will need approval by a
variety of congressional commitiees.
The prucess could easily streteh inw
1998.




