
INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL R. BERGER Cm*uj4<<pnn +v 

SUBJECT: Chemical Weapons and the Gulf War 

As you know, i n June, the Department of Defense announced t h a t , 
on March 4, 1991, s h o r t l y a f t e r the end of the Gulf War, U.S. 
troops destroyed chemical weapons i n a bunker at the Khamisiyah 
ammunition depot, without knowing i t at the time. Since then, 
DOD has been t r y i n g , w i t h varying degrees of success, to 
determine whether there were any other i n c i d e n t s during or a f t e r 
the war i n which U.S. troops p o t e n t i a l l y may have been exposed to 
chemical weapons. During the summer, based i n p a r t on 
in f o r m a t i o n from the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM), DOD 
determined t h a t U.S. forces had been involved i n a second 
chemical weapons demo l i t i o n operation, at a p i t near Khamisiyah 
on March 10, 1991. I n recent weeks, DOD has uncovered 
i n f o r m a t i o n about another demolition operation at Khamisiyah on 
March 12, 1991 which may have involved chemical weapons. 

This new i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l need to be considered i n the work of 
the CIA modelers and DOD troop u n i t l o c a t i o n experts who are 
t r y i n g to determine how many U.S. s o l d i e r s may have been exposed 
to low l e v e l s of chemical agents at Khamisiyah i n March 1991. 
DOD announced today t h a t , i n an e f f o r t to be p r o a c t i v e , they w i l 1 
not w a i t f o r t h i s work to be completed before sending out 
TTotif i c a t i o n _ J e t t e r s to approximately 21,000 troops who were i n 
•^HT5~vTcinity of Khamisiyah between March_4-15, 1991 ( f o r copies, 
see Tab A). One l e t t e r i s being sent to members of u n i t s 
i d e n t i f i e d as being o n - s i t e at Khamisiyah at the time of the 
de m o l i t i o n operations. A separate l e t t e r i s going to those 
i d e n t i f i e d as being w i t h i n roughly 50 km. of the s i t e (double the 
area i n which any l e t h a l or sub l e t h a l e f f e c t s would have occurred -7 
at the time) . These l e t t e r s w i l l inform r e c i p i e n t s of .where to ^ v i / l ^ 
c a l l i f they have h e a l t h problems thev believe are r e l a t e d to 
ifReir service i n the Gulf and ask them to respond to a survey 
about t h e i r experience at Khamisiyah i n March 1991 i n order to 
a s s i s t DOD's e f f o r t s to determine what happened. Although other 
troops may need to be contacted l a t e r , t h i s n o t i f i c a t i o n i s a 
c r i t i c a l step toward f u r t h e r i n g DOD's i n v e s t i g a t i o n of Khamisiyah 
and toward caring f o r our veterans. 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of S t a f f 



I n a d d i t i o n to the outreach to veterans, DOD also announced t h e i r 
new i n f o r m a t i o n about the p o s s i b i l i t y of a t h i r d chemical weapons 
de m o l i t i o n operation at Khamisiyah on March 12 and discussed the 
work underway to t r y to model the chemical d i s p e r s i o n p a t t e r n 
t h a t might have r e s u l t e d from the three d e m o l i t i o n operations, 
i n c l u d i n g plans to have the I n s t i t u t e of Defense Analysis (a DOD-
supported research i n s t i t u t e ) convene an expert panel to evaluate 
the modeling e f f o r t . The P r e s i d e n t i a l Ad,'H OnTnTni ttee_ yrm 
e s t a b l i s h e d l a s t year. H i l l s t a f f and veterans service 
organizations have been n o t i f i e d about the DOD announcement. 

Senior DOD o f f i c i a l s are now beginning to recognize t h a t the 
r e v e l a t i o n s about Khamisiyah require a fundamentally new approach 
to t h e i r work on Gulf War i l l n e s s e s . As a consequence, a DOD 
i n v e s t i g a t i v e team i s now reviewing thousands of wartime records 
of other d e m o l i t i o n operations as w e l l as re-examining some 26 
i n c i d e n t s i n which d e t e c t i o n equipment reported the possible 
presence of chemical agents i n the environment, i n c l u d i n g the 
Czech and French detections discussed i n Saturday's New York 
Times ( f o r the a r t i c l e , see Tab B). A separate team i n the 
Deputy Secretary's o f f i c e i s reviewing the Department's o v e r a l l 
e f f o r t on Gulf War i l l n e s s e s , as i s the National Academy of 
Sciences, at DOD's request. DOD has also asked the I n s t i t u t e of 
Medicine t o examine whether other medical t e s t s or treatment 
should be given to Gulf War veterans i n l i g h t of the new 
i n f o r m a t i o n about possible chemical exposures, and i s launching 
several m i l l i o n d o l l a r s worth of new s c i e n t i f i c research aimed at 
b e t t e r understanding the p o t e n t i a l h e a l t h e f f e c t s of exposure to 
low l e v e l s of chemical agents. Here at the White House, we are 
also enhancing our e f f o r t on Gulf War i l l n e s s e s , b r i n g i n g i n t o 
the NSC a two-star admiral from the Coast Guard to coordinate and 
oversee agencies' work, e s p e c i a l l y t h a t of DOD, on the issue. 

Today's DOD announcement w i l l not create p o s i t i v e s t o r i e s about 
the Pentagon's a c t i v i t i e s i n and of themselves; the r e v e l a t i o n of 
a possible t h i r d i n c i d e n t and the delay i n announcing the r e s u l t s 
of CIA's modeling work and the number of troops p o t e n t i a l l y 
a f f e c t e d are too much f o r r e p o r t e r s to r e s i s t . The announcement 
should help to demonstrate, however, t h a t DOD i s t r y i n g to get to 
the bottom of t h i s problem and i s working f o r veterans, not 
against them. These e f f o r t s , along w i t h the e f f o r t s of the White 
House, the P r e s i d e n t i a l Advisory Committee, and the Veterans' 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , should communicate more e f f e c t i v e l y your 
commitment and record of " l e a v i n g no stone unturned" on t h i s 
issue. 

Attachments 
Tab A DOD L e t t e r s 
Tab B New York Times a r t i c l e 
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Faced w i t h mounting b i p a r t i s a n c r i t i c i s m , the Pentagon yesterday promised t o 
reassess i t s response t o mysterious i l l n e s s e s a f f e c t i n g several thousand Persian 
Gulf War veterans. I t put i t s second-ranking o f f i c i a l i n charge of the review. 

The d e c i s i o n removes Stephen C. Joseph, the Pentagon's senior doctor, from 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the department's response and replaces him w i t h Deputy 
Defense Secretary John White. 

A congressional source s a i d the a c t i o n came a f t e r senior a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
o f f i c i a l s s h arply c r i t i c i z e d the Pentagon's handling of the issue d u r i n g a 
Tuesday meeting. 

Capt. Mike Doubleday, a Pentagon spokesman, sa i d l a s t n i g h t t h a t the a c t i o n 
was not a rebuke of Joseph, a former New York C i t y h e a l t h commissioner. 

" I t i s an e f f o r t on the p a r t of Dr. White t o focus the a t t e n t i o n and 
resources of the department and, i n President Clinton's words, 'to leave no 
stone unturned' " i n the search f o r what may have made the veterans i l l , the 
spokesman sa i d . 

The review w i l l "look across the board at a l l DOD a c t i v i t i e s , " i n c l u d i n g 
i n t e l l i g e n c e and other areas not under Joseph's a u t h o r i t y , Doubleday s a i d . 

The new review was d i s c l o s e d i n a l e t t e r made p u b l i c a t the s t a r t of a h i g h l y 
c r i t i c a l Senate hearing yesterday at which Sen. John D. "Jay" R o c k e f e l l e r IV 
(W.Va.), ranking Democrat on the Veterans A f f a i r s Committee, demanded C l i n t o n 
f i r e Joseph. 

" I t ' s time t o face the music -- way past time. I t ' s time f o r a change a t 
DOD," R o c k e f e l l e r s a i d , u r g i n g the ouster of Joseph, a p u b l i c h e a l t h academician 
who has served as a s s i s t a n t defense secretary f o r h e a l t h a f f a i r s since 1994. A 
Rockefeller aide s a i d the senator was not s a t i s f i e d by the l e t t e r , w r i t t e n by 
White, and s t i l l b e l ieves Joseph had f a i l e d t o move aggressively t o discover why 
so many veterans from the 1991 c o n f l i c t are s u f f e r i n g from a number of 
mysterious maladies known as the "Gulf War Syndrome." 

More than 3,000 veterans from the war against I r a q have r e p o r t e d s u f f e r i n g 
from sore j o i n t s , headaches, chronic f a t i g u e and other ailments they have sa i d 
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they believe were the r e s u l t of exposure t o I r a q i chemical or b i o l o g i c a l 
weapons. 

Last week the Pentagon acknowledged t h a t as many as 5,000 American troops may 
have been exposed t o chemical agents as U.S. forces blew up ammunition i n a 
remote weapons s i t e . 

R ockefeller and a b i p a r t i s a n chorus used the j o i n t hearing by the Senate 
i n t e l l i g e n c e and Veterans A f f a i r s committees t o express exasperation f o r why i t 
took the Defense Department f i v e years t o confirm the veterans 1 complaints. 

"We can do b e t t e r . And we must do b e t t e r , " Rockefeller asserted. "That i s why 
I have decided t o c a l l upon the president t o b r i n g new h e a l t h leadership t o the 
DOD. " 

Joseph maintained t h a t the government's response t o complaints of a i l i n g Gulf 
War veterans had been i n s t i g a t e d long before he took charge of the Pentagon's 
h e a l t h programs i n March 1994. He s t r o n g l y defended the f e d e r a l government's 
response, t e l l i n g senators i t would take more s c i e n t i f i c studies t o discover 
what happened t o the troops. 

"We cannot h u r r y science," he cautioned. 

Although Joseph acknowledged t h a t i n t e l l i g e n c e agencies knew of the presence 
of chemical weapons at a remote I r a q i s i t e c a l l e d Khamisiyah i n 1991, he s a i d 
t h e i r medical s i g n i f i c a n c e o nly r e c e n t l y was r e a l i z e d . 

"This was not i n our awareness u n t i l June of t h i s year," he sa i d . "I'm not 
making an excuse. I'm t e l l i n g you what happened." 

The c r i t i c i s m s were b i p a r t i s a n . Sen. John F. Kerry (D-Mass.) s a i d the 
government had given the veterans "a great s t i f f - a r m " and Sen. Richard C. Shelby 
(R-Ala.) denounced "a shameful campaign of o b s t r u c t i o n and delay" over the 
veterans' i l l n e s s e s . 

Senate i n t e l l i g e n c e committee Chairman Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) expressed 
sur p r i s e at the White l e t t e r , d e s c r i b i n g i t as an obvious attempt t o b l u n t 
c r i t i c i s m of the Pentagon. 

I n the l e t t e r t o Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-S.C), chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee, White s a i d the Pentagon was "redoubling our e f f o r t s , broadening the 
scope of our i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and adding a d d i t i o n a l resources" t o i n v e s t i g a t e the 
i l l n e s s e s . 

White sa i d the Defense Department would use more outside help reassessing the 
veterans' complaints and t h a t he was d i r e c t i n g Joseph t o consider s t i l l more 
research p r o j e c t s . 

The Army's inspector general has been ordered t o conduct an i n q u i r y i n t o the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of weapons a t Khamisiyah where some of the chemical bombs were 
destroyed s h o r t l y a f t e r the c e a s e - f i r e , White said. 

Defense Secretary W i l l i a m J. Perry's i n t e l l i g e n c e a s s i s t a n t also was asked t o 
conduct an i n q u i r y i n t o whether the Pentagon mishandled e a r l y i n t e l l i g e n c e 
r eports by United Nations teams on the chemical weapons destroyed at the s i t e . 
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Joseph and Kenneth W. Kizer, undersecretary f o r veterans a f f a i r s , remained 
f i r m i n t h e i r b e l i e f t h a t , as Kizer put i t , "there i s no Gulf War Syndrome i n 
the s t r i c t medical sense of the term." 

A i l i n g veterans from the war have e x h i b i t e d a number of complaints, but these 
do not p o i n t t o a " s i n g l e , unique disease," Kizer .said. 

Moreover, both doctors t o l d the committees t h a t a l l medical research 
i n d i c a t e s long-term chronic i l l n e s s e s are u s u a l l y presaged by acute c l i n i c a l 
signs and symptoms, something few of the Persian Gulf veterans have e x h i b i t e d . 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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The Pentagon s a i d yesterday i t d i d not t e l l U.S. troops i n the 1991 Persian 
Gulf War t h a t an ant i - n e r v e gas drug they took was experimental, because i t d i d 
not want I r a q t o l e a r n of U.S. defenses. 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s are now studying whether the drug, p y r i d o s t i g m i n e bromide, i n 
combination w i t h i n s e c t i c i d e s or other chemicals used i n the Gulf War, might be 
one cause of i l l n e s s e s veterans have s u f f e r e d since the war. 

" I b e l i e v e there was a conscious decision made at the time not t o t e l l the 
troops," a Defense Department spokesman, Navy Capt. Michael Doubleday, s a i d . 

"And the reason t h a t t h a t was done was t h a t there was enormous concern a t the 
time of r a i s i n g any specter and any concern . . . w i t h the I r a q i s t h a t we were 
prepared t o defend against c e r t a i n kinds of chemical weapons," he sai d . 

" I n r e t r o s p e c t , had circumstances been otherwise, we probably would have 
proceeded d i f f e r e n t l y , " Doubleday said. 

But he s a i d the Defense Department believed then and now t h a t the drug was 
safe and would have been an e f f e c t i v e defense i f I r a q had launched nerve gas 
against c o a l i t i o n f orces. 

Doubleday s a i d a large study found t h a t less than 0.1 percent of the troops 
s u f f e r e d side e f f e c t s , such as nausea, cramps and headaches, t h a t would have 
caused them t o be taken o f f the drug. 

But the f e d e r a l Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n said i t gave the Defense 
Department a waiver from normal consent requirements during the war w i t h several 
c o n d i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h a t the U.S. troops be t o l d i t was being used as an 
anti-nerve gas drug on an experimental basis. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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The Defense Department s a i d yesterday i t d i d not d e l i b e r a t e l y w i t h h o l d 
i n f o r m a t i o n from U.S. troops i n the 1991 Persian Gulf War on an an t i - n e r v e gas 
drug t o keep I r a q from l e a r n i n g about U.S. defenses. 

Almost completely r e v e r s i n g comments made at a Pentagon b r i e f i n g Thursday, i t 
said troops were not t o l d the drug was being used on an i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l basis 
and might have side e f f e c t s but s a i d t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n was not d e l i b e r a t e l y 
w i t h h e l d from them. 

Researchers are studying whether the drug, pyridostigmine bromide (PB), i n 
combination w i t h chemicals i n the Gulf War, might be one cause f o r i l l n e s s e s 
among thousands of veterans. 

On C a p i t o l H i l l , Sen. John D. "Jay" Rockefeller IV (W.Va.) c a l l e d on Defense 
Secretary W i l l i a m J. Perry t o f i r e the Pentagon's top h e a l t h o f f i c i a l . 
R ockefeller, the ranking Democrat on the Senate Veterans A f f a i r s Committee, t o l d 
Perry i n a l e t t e r t h a t the Pentagon has "squandered i t s c r e d i b i l i t y " on the 
issue of Gulf War i l l n e s s . 

The senator d i d not name a s p e c i f i c o f f i c i a l i n h i s l e t t e r . But a spokeswoman 
f o r R o ckefeller, Laura Quinn, s a i d he was r e f e r r i n g t o Stephen C. Joseph, the 
Pentagon's a s s i s t a n t s e c r e t a r y f o r h e a l t h a f f a i r s . 

Perry has been a t t e n d i n g a NATO meeting i n Norway, but a spokesman s a i d both 
Perry and Deputy Defense Secretary John D. White "continue t o have the f u l l and 
utmost confidence" i n Joseph and t h a t "no changes" i n "health leadership are 
being contemplated." 
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For f o u r years, the Pentagon maintained t h a t U.S. s o l d i e r s i n the Persian 

Gulf War had not been exposed t o chemical or b i o l o g i c a l weapons. I n June, the 
Defense Department acknowledged t h a t up t o 400 engineers might have come i n 
contact w i t h poison gas. By l a s t week the estimate of s o l d i e r s who might have 
been a f f e c t e d had r i s e n t o 5,000. 

Yesterday, Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon announced t h a t "a very large 
number" of s o l d i e r s , probably f a r more than 15,000, could have been exposed t o a 
chemical weapons explosion i n 1991. 

And a f t e r weeks of b i p a r t i s a n c r i t i c i s m by Congress and a barrage of 
unfavorable news r e p o r t s . Bacon also announced t h a t the department would b r i n g 
i n the N a t i o n a l Academy of Sciences and i t s I n s t i t u t e of Medicine t o s c r u t i n i z e 
i t s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Last week i t put the department's second-ranking o f f i c i a l , Deputy Defense 
Secretary John P. White, i n charge of a new i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

" I t ' s an attempt t o t r y t o get t o the bottom of the questions r a i s e d about" 
the Gulf War i l l n e s s , Bacon s a i d yesterday, i n e x p l a i n i n g why the two science 
bodies were brought t o the e f f o r t . "We have t o pay more a t t e n t i o n t o the 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t there was an explosion of chemical weapons." 

Over the past f o u r years, more than 50,000 men and women who served i n the 
Persian Gulf region have received medical examinations from m i l i t a r y or Veterans 
A f f a i r s physicians f o r chronic h e a l t h problems t h a t the veterans b e l i e v e 
r e s u l t e d from t h e i r s e r vice there. The symptoms, t y p i c a l l y chronic f a t i g u e , 
headaches, s k i n rash and memory loss, have been dubbed Gulf War Syndrome. 

The Defense Department had maintained t h a t there was no evidence of any 
exposure t o chemical or b i o l o g i c a l weapons. But i n June, the Pentagon announced 
t h a t chemical weapons -- nerve and mustard gas -- were present when a s i t e known 
as "Bunker 73" was destroyed by m i l i t a r y munitions experts on March 4, 1991. 
Later they s a i d chemical weapons were also contained i n rockets found i n a p i t 
two miles away and blown up by U.S. troops March 10, 1991. 

United Nations inspections teams have s a i d the p i t contained several hundred 
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122mm rockets t h a t c a r r y the poison gases. 

Last week the Pentagon acknowledged t h a t as many as 5,000 U.S. troops might 
have been exposed t o chemical agents. Yesterday, Bacon sa i d the 5,000 estimate 
would grow "considerably," but sa i d he could not be more p r e c i s e . 

"My expectation i s t h a t , based on the amount of chemical weapons i n the p i t 
and what we've been t o l d , there could be a very large number of troops included 
i n a possible cloud area," Bacon said, r e f e r r i n g t o the cloud of gas t h a t would 
have been released upon detonation. "We have t o t h i n k i n terms of b i g numbers." 

Pressed t o be more s p e c i f i c , he said: " I j u s t don't t h i n k we know a t t h i s 
stage, but we have t o t h i n k i n terms of b i g numbers, bigger than 15,000 
c e r t a i n l y . " 

The higher estimate w i l l be based on a CIA computer model. The model w i l l 
take i n t o account such th i n g s as the estimated amount of poison gas i n weapons 
i n the p i t , the r a t e the gas would burn o f f and d i s s i p a t e a f t e r d e t o n a t i o n and 
the weather and wind p a t t e r n on March 10 f i v e years ago. With t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n , 
i t w i l l produce an estimate f o r the size of the contaminated plume, or cloud, of 
gas, and where i t would have d r i f t e d . At the same time, Pentagon i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
are t r y i n g t o determine how many troops were i n the exposed area. 

" F i r s t we have t o f i g u r e out the size of the cloud and then f i g u r e out who's 
underneath i t , " Bacon said. 

Then, they w i l l have t o determine whether the exposure could have caused any 
of the reported i l l n e s s e s . No i l l n e s s e s are known t o r e s u l t from one- or 
two-time exposure t o nerve gas at concentrations t h a t are too low t o cause acute 
symptoms. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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BODY: 

American i n t e l l i g e n c e r e p o r t s show t h a t the United States conducted an 
extensive bombing campaign during the Persian Gulf war against a sprawling 
ammunition depot i n southern I r a q t h a t was l a t e r determined t o have then 
contained chemical weapons. 

The Pentagon has p r e v i o u s l y acknowledged the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t some American 
s o l d i e r s might have been exposed t o I r a q i chemical or b i o l o g i c a l agents when 
United States combat engineers blew up p a r t of the Kamisiyah ammunition depot i n 
March 1991, a f t e r the g u l f war ended. But the a i r s t r i k e s r a i s e the p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t such agents wafted over thousands of American troops i n Saudi Arabia, where 
they were then preparing f o r the ground i n v a s i o n of I r a q , several weeks before 
the engineers' operation. 

Both the Pentagon and the United Nations, which i s responsible f o r weapons 
inspections i n I r a q , say they have no evidence t h a t a i r s t r i k e s on the depot 
r e s u l t e d i n the release of chemical weapons. But many chemical agents d i s s i p a t e 
q u i c k l y , which means there may have been no t r a c e of them by the time inspectors 
a r r i v e d a t the depot, months a f t e r the bombing. 

Much of the r e s t of the depot was destroyed a f t e r the war by the engineers, 
many of whom have since complained of d e b i l i t a t i n g ailments t h a t they l i n k t o 
exposure to chemical or b i o l o g i c a l agents t h e r e . Their symptoms, i n c l u d i n g 
chronic f a t i g u e , d i g e s t i v e ailments and j o i n t p ain, are considered t y p i c a l of 
the s o - c a l l e d g u l f war syndrome reported by thousands of American s o l d i e r s . 

The Pentagon announced l a s t June, more than f i v e years a f t e r the war, t h a t i t 
was i n v e s t i g a t i n g the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the combat engineers might have been 
exposed to nerve gas when they blew up the complex. 

And Pentagon o f f i c i a l s s a i d t h i s week t h a t as a r e s u l t of those explosions, 
clouds of chemical agents might have wafted over more than 15,000 American 
troops, more than three times an e a r l i e r estimate. 

A senior Pentagon o f f i c i a l t o l d r e p o r t e r s yesterday t h a t a belated 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of what occurred at Kamisiyah had caused the Defense Department t o 
reconsider i t s e n t i r e approach t o l o o k i n g f o r evidence of g u l f war syndrome. 

The o f f i c i a l , speaking on c o n d i t i o n of anonymity, s a i d the events a t 
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Kamisiyah had made the Pentagon more v i g i l a n t i n i t s examination of clues t h a t 
might corroborate the claims of many veterans t h a t they were made i l l by 
chemicals during the war. "Kamisiyah i s a watershed i n the search f o r 
i n f o r m a t i o n , " he said. "Kamisiyah i s the f i r s t time we have been able t o place 
American troops i n the presence of chemical weapons. This changes the way we 
t h i n k about t h i s subject." 

Among the several hundred engineers who helped demolish the Kamisiyah depot 
i n 1991 and have r e c e n t l y been int e r v i e w e d by the Pentagon, the o f f i c i a l said, 
there has been no evidence of any e x t r a o r d i n a r y frequency of i l l n e s s . But the 
o f f i c i a l said the Pentagon was nonetheless e s t a b l i s h i n g a sp e c i a l research team 
to review the Kamisiyah i n c i d e n t and t o search f o r any s i m i l a r i n c i d e n t s not yet 
discovered. 

At the time of i t s announcement l a s t June concerning the combat engineers, 
the Defense Department d i d not d i s c l o s e t h a t the same depot had also been bombed 
repeatedly during the a i r war. And Government i n t e l l i g e n c e documents on the a i r 
s t r i k e s there, which had been made p u b l i c l a s t year, were suddenly withdrawn 
from p u b l i c i n s p e c t i o n l a s t Febmary, along w i t h hundreds of other documents. 

One i n t e l l i g e n c e r e p o r t -- dated Feb. 3, 1991, the 18th day of the a i r war 
against I r a q -- says 37 storage b u i l d i n g s a t the Kamisiyah depot were destroyed 
i n the a i r a t t a c k s , along w i t h about 10,000 tons of ammunition. 

The document describes the depot as a primary t a r g e t f o r American bombers and 
says the a i r s t r i k e s there accounted f o r "the most extensive h i t t o ammunition 
storage s t r u c t u r e s thus f a r " i n the war. 

The United Nations and the Pentagon say t h a t a l l a v a i l a b l e evidence shows 
t h a t nerve gas a t Kamisiyah was stored only i n a s i n g l e bunker and i n a d i r t p i t 
on the o u t s k i r t s of the huge depot. Neither, they say, was damaged i n the a i r 
war. 

And Pentagon o f f i c i a l s i n s i s t t h a t the Feb. 3, 1991, r e p o r t v a s t l y overstates 
the damage t h a t was a c t u a l l y done by the a e r i a l bombing on the depot, which 
spread across n e a r l y 2 0 square miles of the southern I r a q i desert and was about 
100 miles n o r t h of Saudi staging areas where tens of thousands of American 
troops awaited the s t a r t of the ground war. 

"We do not b e l i e v e t h a t any troops were exposed t o chemical agents as a 
r e s u l t of the bombing," the Pentagon s a i d i n a statement prepared i n response t o 
a r e p o r t e r ' s questions. 

United Nations weapons inspectors f i r s t v i s i t e d Kamisiyah i n October 1991, 
e i g h t months a f t e r the end of the war. Sarin, one of the nerve agents stored a t 
the I r a q i depot, can d i s s i p a t e i n minutes, and any tr a c e of chemical agents 
might have vanished before the weapons inspectors a r r i v e d . 

The Pentagon has acknowledged t h a t groups of French and Czech troops made 
rep o r t s t o t h e i r superiors about as many as seven detections of chemical weapons 
from Jan. 19 t o Jan. 25, 1991, most of them i n areas near the Saudi staging 
p o i n t s f o r United States troops. 

But the United States Government has s a i d i t believes t h a t chemical agents 
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were released during the a i r war only a t two other I r a q i complexes, both of them 
more than twice the distance from the Saudi staging areas as was Kamisiyah. And 
the Pentagon has i n s i s t e d t h a t there i s no evidence t h a t l a r g e numbers of 
American s o l d i e r s were ever made s i c k because of chemical or b i o l o g i c a l 
agents. 

The i n t e l l i g e n c e reports were among hundreds of documents made p u b l i c l a s t 
year on an I n t e r n e t s i t e maintained by the Defense Department f o r g u l f war 
veterans. But the documents were withdrawn from the s i t e i n February, four 
months before the Pentagon announced t h a t the engineers might have been exposed 
t o chemical weapons a t the Kamisiyah depot when they blew i t up. 

The Pentagon sai d the i n t e l l i g e n c e r e p o r t s had been p u l l e d o f f the I n t e r n e t 
at the request of the Central I n t e l l i g e n c e Agency. A C.I.A. spokesman, Rick 
Oborn, s a i d t h a t the documents had been withdrawn "because of i n t e l l i g e n c e 
s e n s i t i v i t i e s " and t h a t t h e i r removal had been e n t i r e l y u n r e l a t e d t o the 
announcement f o u r months l a t e r t h a t American troops might have been exposed t o 
chemical agents at Kamisiyah. "The issue of Kamisiyah," he said , "had nothing t o 
do w i t h the a c t i o n t h a t was taken." 

Pentagon o f f i c i a l s said the C.I.A. had believed t h a t the documents had been 
d e c l a s s i f i e d too q u i c k l y and t h a t they exposed too much i n f o r m a t i o n about 
American i n t e l l i g e n c e - g a t h e r i n g methods. Most of the documents p u l l e d o f f the 
I n t e r n e t i n February were returned l a t e r i n the year, but not the documents on 
Kamisiyah. 

These documents were obtained by James T u i t e 3d, a Washington s e c u r i t y 
consultant who d i r e c t e d an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of g u l f war i l l n e s s e s by the Senate 
Banking Committee i n 1993-94. Mr. T u i t e s a i d he believed t h a t there was no 
innocent explanation f o r the Government's dec i s i o n t o withdraw the documents 
from p u b l i c i n s p e c t i o n . 

" I f i n d i t d i s t u r b i n g t h a t a l l of the documents regarding Kamisiyah were 
withdrawn, i n c l u d i n g those t h a t showed t h a t 37 bunkers had been destroyed i n the 
bombing," he sai d . "The whole appearance t h a t we see emerging here i s one of 
p o l i t i c a l or bureaucratic damage l i m i t a t i o n , a d m i t t i n g only what they a b s o l u t e l y 
have t o admit." 

Because of heavy censorship by the Government before the documents were 
released on the I n t e r n e t , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o i d e n t i f y t h e i r authors or the 
agencies f o r which those authors worked. But two of the documents are labeled 
"Bomb Damage Assessment" or "B.D.A." and r e f e r t o the "Tal a l Lahm Ammunition 
depot," another name f o r the depot at Kamisiyah. 

The Feb. 3 i n t e l l i g e n c e r e p o r t was t i t l e d "Special B.D.A. Study on I r a q i 
M i l i t a r y Support Production and Storage C a p a b i l i t y . " I t reported " s i g n i f i c a n t 
losses" a t Kamisiyah and two other ammunition depots t h a t " w i l l a f f e c t I r a q 
e f f o r t s inasmuch as these f a c i l i t i e s were e i t h e r w i t h i n or i n close p r o x i m i t y t o 
the t h e a t e r " of operations where American troops operated d u r i n g the war. 

A r e p o r t dated Feb. 4, 1991, describes "40 new c r a t e r s i n s i x rows" running 
from southeast t o northwest as a r e s u l t of the bombing a t Kamisiyah. "Three 
impacts caused l i g h t damage t o nearby s t r u c t u r e s , " the r e p o r t says. "They were: 
2 storage bunkers." Much of the r e s t of the document was blackened out, on 
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grounds of n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 

I n i t s prepared response t o a re p o r t e r ' s questions, the Pentagon s a i d t h a t 
"our c u r r e n t t h i n k i n g , based on re p o r t s from U.S. u n i t s i n v o l v e d i n the weapons 
d e s t r u c t i o n a f t e r the war" and on United Nations r e p o r t s , " i s t h a t w h i le the 
Kamisiyah f a c i l i t y was bombed during the a i r war, n e i t h e r Bunker 73 nor the p i t 
area were damaged dur i n g the bombing." Bunker 73 was the bunker l a t e r determined 
t o have contained s h e l l s f i l l e d w i t h nerve gas, and i t was destroyed by American 
ground troops. 

Although the Feb. 3 r e p o r t states t h a t 37 ammunition s i t e s were destroyed i n 
the a l l i e d bombing, the Pentagon now says t h a t "we bel i e v e t h a t three or 
po s s i b l y f o u r bunkers -- of a t o t a l of about 100 -- were damaged by bombing." 
Pentagon o f f i c i a l s s a i d the 1991 r e p o r t had d r a m a t i c a l l y exaggerated the 
bombing's e f f e c t . 

I f the Pentagon's account i s accurate, i t would seem t o c a l l i n t o question 
the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the department's m u l t i b i l l i o n - d o l l a r program t o gather 
i n t e l l i g e n c e i n a war zone through s a t e l l i t e s and i t s a b i l i t y t o determine the 
eff e c t i v e n e s s of American a i r s t r i k e s . 

"This r a i s e s questions about t h e i r e n t i r e a b i l i t y t o do bomb damage 
assessments based on s a t e l l i t e imagery," Mr. T u i t e said. "That k i n d of gross 
exaggeration would be i n c r e d i b l e . " 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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BODY: 
FOR FIVE years, the Pentagon i n s i s t e d t h a t no troops were exposed t o chemical 

weapons during the g u l f war. Strong evidence now p o i n t s t o a contrary 
conclusion. The s t a f f of an independent p r e s i d e n t i a l commission believes t h a t 
the Pentagon's prolonged f a i l u r e t o search f o r or consider r e l e v a n t evidence 
t h a t might undermine i t s e a r l y assumptions "has served t o gravely undermine the 
c r e d i b i l i t y " of Defense Department i n q u i r i e s . The s t a f f f u r t h e r concluded --
c o r r e c t l y -- t h a t an outside body now should take over. 

This i s a v i t a l matter f o r thousands of m i l i t a r y men and women who believe 
t h e i r c u r r e n t i l l h e a l t h can be t r a c e d t o service i n the Persian Gulf i n 1990 
and 1991. More than 3 0,000 out of the 700,000 who went t o the g u l f region during 
the war against I r a q have e n r o l l e d i n a medical r e g i s t r y , and many more may have 
complaints. Reported symptoms -- i n c l u d i n g chronic and d e b i l i t a t i n g f a t i g u e , 
s k i n rashes, memory loss, j o i n t p ain and more -- are f r u s t r a t i n g l y v a r i e d and so 
f a r do not p o i n t t o any s i n g l e syndrome, i l l n e s s or cause. Some i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
b e l i e v e stress may play a r o l e . Others are not convinced t h a t the incidence of 
i l l h e a l t h among g u l f war veterans i s higher than i n the general population. 

But unquestionably the s u f f e r i n g of many of these veterans i s r e a l , and the 
government has an o b l i g a t i o n t o pursue any lead t h a t might shed l i g h t on t h e i r 
c o n d i t i o n s . That i s why the years of s t o n e w a l l i n g -- not a coverup as much as a 
reluctance t o i n v e s t i g a t e -- are so damaging. U n t i l r e c e n t l y , the Pentagon 
i n s i s t e d t h a t because no s o l d i e r s reported acute nerve-gas symptoms during the 
war, there can have been no exposure. 

But now, i n p a r t thanks t o a United Nations r e p o r t t h a t was a v a i l a b l e as 
e a r l y as 1992, the Defense Department acknowledges t h a t some troops may have 
been exposed i n a d v e r t e n t l y t o nerve gas days a f t e r the war, when U.S. forces 
were blowing up I r a q i arsenals t h a t they b e l i e v e d a t the time t o contain only 
conventional weapons. Pentagon spokesmen f i r s t admitted t h a t a few hundred Army 
engineers might have been exposed t o low l e v e l s of gas, then upped the number t o 
several thousand, then t o "a very l a r g e number," l i k e l y more than 15,000. 

I t i s important t o note t h a t release of gas does not n e c e s s a r i l y mean there 
was exposure, and exposure may w e l l have caused no i l l n e s s . There i s no evidence 
t h a t b r i e f , l o w - l e v e l exposure t o nerve gas, causing no immediate i l l e f f e c t s , 
leads t o any chronic d i s a b i l i t y . But i t also i s t r u e t h a t l i t t l e i s known about 
the subject; more aggressive Pentagon i n q u i r i e s would have l e d t o e a r l i e r 
commencement of re l e v a n t research. 
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The P r e s i d e n t i a l Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans' I l l n e s s e s i s l i k e l y 
t o p r a i s e some aspects of the government's response t o the b a f f l i n g g u l f war 
i l l n e s s e s i n i t s f i n a l r e p o r t l a t e r t h i s year. Already many commissions have 
met, and many research p r o j e c t s are underway. But the Pentagon's handling of the 
chemical-weapons issue -- i n c l u d i n g i t s i n f l e x i b i l i t y and i t s "slow, r e l u c t a n t , 
on-again-off-again release of i n f o r m a t i o n " -- has " f a l l e n short of the mark," 
committee s t a f f found. Gulf war veterans now deserve an independent 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h i s matter. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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BYLINE: David Brown, Washington Post S t a f f W r i t e r 

BODY: 
A p r e s t i g i o u s committee of s c i e n t i s t s , epidemiologists and physicians 

reported yesterday there i s no evidence of a mysterious chronic i l l n e s s a r i s i n g 
from m i l i t a r y s e r vice i n the Persian Gulf War. 

The group suggested, however, t h a t the e f f e c t s of psychological s t r e s s seen 
i n a l l wars may be more n o t i c e a b l e among Gulf War veterans because t h a t c o n f l i c t 
was so ne a r l y devoid of more dramatic and l e t h a l i n j u r i e s . 

Furthermore, recent r e v e l a t i o n s t h a t some s o l d i e r s may have been exposed t o 
small amounts of nerve gas are u n l i k e l y t o e x p l a i n the l i n g e r i n g p h y s i c a l 
complaints of many veterans, the committee s a i d . Nevertheless, i t s a i d such a 
p o s s i b i l i t y "has t o be explored" i n f u t u r e research. 

The observations were made by an 18-member committee assembled by the 
I n s t i t u t e of Medicine (IOM), which was asked by Congress and the Defense and 
Veterans A f f a i r s departments t o review c u r r e n t research on "the h e a l t h 
consequences of service d u r i n g the Persian Gulf War." 

The IOM i s a n o n p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the National Academy of 
Sciences. The curr e n t committee formed three years ago and issued i t s i n i t i a l 
f i n d i n g s l a s t year. Yesterday's 140-page document i s the f i n a l , more d e t a i l e d 
r e p o r t . 

Since the end of the Gulf War i n e a r l y 1991, an unknown number -- though 
p o s s i b l y tens of thousands -- of Gulf War veterans have experienced chronic 
i l l n e s s . Among t h e i r commonly mentioned complaints are are f a t i g u e , headache, 
s k i n rashes, muscle and j o i n t p a i n , loss of memory and mood changes. 

These i l l n e s s e s have come t o be c a l l e d "Gulf War Syndrome," though i n f a c t 
there i s no c l e a r - c u t medical d e f i n i t i o n of the i l l n e s s . Like the I n s t i t u t e of 
Medicine committee, several previous "blue-ribbon" s c i e n t i f i c panels have s a i d 
they doubt a d i s t i n c t , w a r - r e l a t e d chronic i l l n e s s e x i s t s . 

Debate about a mystery i l l n e s s , however, increased t h i s summer a f t e r the 
Pentagon revealed t h a t thousands of s o l d i e r s may. have been exposed t o small 
amounts of poison gas when two I r a q i munitions dumps were i n t e n t i o n a l l y 
destroyed i n March 1991. Some veterans b e l i e v e the gas has caused l o n g - l a s t i n g 
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nervous system damage, even though there wasn't enough of i t t o cause acute 
problems or death. 

Though i t ' s unclear whether any s o l d i e r s had contact w i t h the poison gas, 
more than 15,000 were close enough t o the explosions t h a t exposure was 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y possible, according t o recent defense department announcements. 
The Pentagon and Central I n t e l l i g e n c e Agency are now "modeling" both the 
explosions and the weather at the time t o estimate the l i k e l i h o o d t h a t any gas 
t h a t was not i n c i n e r a t e d made contact w i t h troops. 

The IOM committee's job was t o review research on Gulf War i l l n e s s e s and t o 
suggest ways the m i l i t a r y could improve data c o l l e c t i o n i n the f u t u r e . As p a r t 
of t h a t work, however, the panel also o f f e r e d i t s observations about the 
possible causes of chronic i l l n e s s i n veterans, based on curr e n t research, past 
research, and long-standing b i o l o g i c a l p r i n c i p l e s . 

"The committee has not i d e n t i f i e d s c i e n t i f i c evidence t o date demonstrating 
adverse h e a l t h consequences s p e c i f i c a l l y of [Gulf War] service other than the 
documented i n c i d e n t s of leishmaniasis [a r a r e t r o p i c a l i n f e c t i o n ] , 
combat-related or i n j u r y - r e l a t e d m o r t a l i t y or m o r b i d i t y , and increased r i s k of 
p s y c h i a t r i c sequelae [consequences] of deployment," the members wrote. 

There are now more than 30 s c i e n t i f i c s t udies of Gulf War i l l n e s s underway. 
Some are attempting t o answer basic e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l questions such as whether 
there i s more i l l n e s s among s o l d i e r s who went t o the g u l f than among s o l d i e r s 
who served elsewhere. Others are l a b o r a t o r y experiments aimed at t r y i n g t o l e a r n 
about the e f f e c t s of p e s t i c i d e s , chemical fumes, anti-nerve agent drugs and 
other "exposures" s o l d i e r s faced. Almost none of the studies has been completed. 

"The committee recognizes t h a t s tudies provided thus f a r do not comprise a 
comprehensive s c i e n t i f i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the h e a l t h consequences of serv i c e " i n 
the g u l f , the members added. 

As have several other expert panels, the IOM committee p a i d great a t t e n t i o n 
t o the psychological s t r e s s caused by r a p i d deployment t o the g u l f , the harsh 
conditions there, ubiquitous fears of gas a t t a c k s , and sudden r e - e n t r y t o 
American l i f e . I t also noted t h a t these -- and more obvious combat-related 
stresses -- were probably the cause of chronic i l l n e s s e s reported among veterans 
of every American war back t o the C i v i l War. The Gulf War, however, was 
d i f f e r e n t i n one important way, the panel s a i d . 

"Puzzling reactions and symptoms seen d u r i n g and a f t e r p r i o r c o n f l i c t s may 
have been i n c o r r e c t l y a t t r i b u t e d t o b a t t l e c a s u a l t i e s and i n f e c t i o u s diseases 
t h a t were considered unavoidable and even r e l a t i v e l y acceptable outcomes of 
war," the committee members wrote. "Thus, the lower prevalence of b a t t l e 
i n j u r i e s and i n f e c t i o n s i n the Gulf t h e a t e r may have unmasked 
psychophysiological symptoms t h a t were present i n e a r l i e r c o n f l i c t s but 
a t t r i b u t e d t o i n j u r y and casualty." 

This aspect of the r e p o r t was immediately c r i t i c i z e d by a s t a f f member of a 
House subcommittee, chaired by Rep. Christopher Shays (R-Conn.), t h a t has held 
four hearings on "Gulf War Syndrome" i n the l a s t year. 

"While we f e e l s tress could have played a p a r t i n some of the i l l n e s s e s of 
these veterans, we s t i l l t h i n k there i s something much l a r g e r going on here," 
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s a i d Robert Newman. I n p a r t i c u l a r , he noted t h a t most of the IOM committee's 
work was done before the possible nerve gas exposure from the munitions dump was 
known. 

The chairman of the IOM panel, however, said those r e v e l a t i o n s would not 
change the r e p o r t because no l i n k has been made between gas exposure and 
symptoms i n s o l d i e r s . I n f a c t , s a i d John C. B a i l a r I I I , i t i s not even known i f 
the troops near the I r a q i dumps have an unusual number of chronic p h y s i c a l 
complaints. 

" I f t h a t l i n k i s demonstrated by f u r t h e r research, then the s i t u a t i o n changes 
d r a m a t i c a l l y , " s a i d B a i l a r , who i s an epidemiologist a t the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Chicago. 
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HEADLINE: Pentagon Delays CIA Data on Gulf War I l l s 
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Announcing a delay i n CIA e f f o r t s t o help solve a major medical mystery, the 
Pentagon said yesterday i t may never know how many Persian Gulf War troops might 
have been exposed t o I r a q i chemical agents. 

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon s a i d the Central I n t e l l i g e n c e Agency and the 
Pentagon w i l l have p r i v a t e experts review a new CIA study of a cloud of s a r i n 
nerve gas from the 1991 d e s t r u c t i o n of an I r a q i ammunition dump. 

The review could delay release of the spy agency's "model" of the wind-blown 
cloud from the Kamisiyah dump i n southern I r a q u n t i l a f t e r the Nov. 5 
p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n , but Bacon denied any p o l i t i c a l motive i n the decision. 
"The reason there i s no p o l i t i c a l connection i s i t w i l l not help us t o delay 
t h i s , " Bacon s a i d when asked by r e p o r t e r s i f there was an attempt t o put o f f bad 
news on President C l i n t o n ' s behalf i n a growing controversy. 

The Defense Department t h i s month s a i d a t l e a s t 15,000 and perhaps f a r more 
U.S. Gulf War troops might have been exposed t o s a r i n when Kamisiyah was 
destroyed by U.S. m i l i t a r y engineers. 

" I t h i n k i t i s important t o r e a l i z e t h a t we w i l l never have a precise, 
d e f i n i t i v e p i c t u r e of how chemical agents may have been dispersed on March 10, 
1991, from Kamisiyah," Bacon sa i d . 

" I t i s impossible t o go back and re c o n s t r u c t precise wind p a t t e r n s . I t ' s 
impossible f o r us even t o know how many weapons were exploded, how many jumped 
out of the p i t , how many of them p r o p e l l e d themselves i n t o the sand and bu r i e d 
themselves, how may d i d n ' t explode a t a l l . " 

The CIA, using weather p a t t e r n s and other i n f o r m a t i o n , has been working i n 
recent weeks t o develop a "model" of the cloud t h a t d r i f t e d from the dump and 
how i t was in f l u e n c e d by weather and other f a c t o r s . 

The Defense Department s a i d no deaths have been caused by chemical agents and 
i t has been unable t o f i n d any i l l n e s s e s caused by such agents or any common 
cause of "Gulf War Syndrome" -- which describes an array of complaints ranging 
from numbness t o memory lo s s . 
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The Pentagon said today t h a t i t would n o t i f y 20,000 veterans of the 1991 g u l f 
war four times the number p r e v i o u s l y announced -- t h a t they might have been 
exposed t o nerve gas and b l i s t e r i n g agents when a b a t t a l i o n of American combat 
engineers blew up an I r a q i ammunition depot t h a t was l a t e r determined t o have 
contained chemical weapons. 

The announcement g r e a t l y expands the search f o r g u l f war veterans who may 
have s u f f e r e d exposure t o clouds of chemical agents released from the Kamisiyah 
ammunition depot i n southern I r a q i n March 1991, s h o r t l y a f t e r the war. 

The Defense Department had announced l a s t month t h a t i t would contact 5,000 
troops who were w i t h i n 2 5 k i l o m e t e r s , or about 16 miles, of the sprawling depot 
when large p a r t s of i t were destroyed on March 4 and March 10, 1991. The search 
was expanded today t o an estimated 20,000 veterans who were w i t h i n 50 
kilometers, or about 31 miles. 

"Right now, t h i s i s our best guess of the people who could have come even 
close t o very minimal exposure," s a i d Kenneth Bacon, the department's c h i e f 
spokesman. 

Mr. Bacon explained t h a t the area t o be examined f o r possible chemical 
exposure had been expanded because "we decided t o be safe, t o go double t h a t . " 

He warned, however, t h a t the estimate of the number of veterans who may have 
been exposed t o the chemicals could grow again i f a computer model under review 
by the Central I n t e l l i g e n c e Agency showed t h a t the chemicals might have wafted 
over other areas of the Persian Gulf where American s o l d i e r s were deployed. 

"Depending on what we l e a r n from the C.I.A. model a f t e r i t ' s been reviewed," 
Mr. Bacon said, "we may decide we have t o n o t i f y more people." The agency's 
computer model of weather p a t t e r n s and other s c i e n t i f i c data i s not expected t o 
be released p u b l i c l y f o r several weeks. 

Thousands of g u l f war veterans have complained of a v a r i e t y of ailments, 
i n c l u d i n g chronic f a t i g u e , chronic nausea and j o i n t pain, t h a t are sometimes 
known c o l l e c t i v e l y as g u l f war syndrome. 

LEXIS-NEXIS* f p LEXIS-NEXIS- f p LEXIS-NEXIS' 
- ^ ^ A mcmbcr of rhc Rccd EUcvicr pic group ' ^ ^ _ A mcmbcr of thc Rccd Elsevier pic group ' ^ ^ A m O T t > c r ^ EUcvicr pic group 



Page 3 
The New York Times, October 23, 1996 

The Pentagon also d i s c l o s e d today t h a t American troops might have blown up a 
t h i r d s i t e w i t h i n the Kamisiyah arsenal on March 12, r a i s i n g a t l e a s t the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of another, l a t e r chemical exposure. O f f i c i a l s s a i d t h a t combat logs 
suggested t h a t hundreds of rockets were destroyed i n a t h i r d b l a s t , although 
there was no evidence t o suggest t h a t they d e f i n i t e l y contained chemical agents. 

A i l i n g g u l f war veterans have accused the Pentagon of i g n o r i n g evidence t h a t 
they were made si c k by exposure t o I r a q i chemical or b i o l o g i c a l weapons, and the 
s t r i n g of recent announcements about the s i z e of the p o t e n t i a l exposure have 
fueled outrage and suspicion among many veterans groups. 

Documents made p u b l i c i n recent months show t h a t American m i l i t a r y commanders 
ignored repeated warnings d u r i n g the war t h a t low l e v e l s of nerve gas and other 
chemical weapons had been detected i n the v i c i n i t y of hundreds of thousands of 
American troops. 

."Kamisiyah i s by no means an i s o l a t e d i n c i d e n t , " s a i d James J. T u i t e 3d, a 
former Congressional i n v e s t i g a t o r whose i n q u i r y f o r the Senate Banking Committee 
i n 1993 and 1994 uncovered evidence of dozens of possible chemical exposures i n 
the g u l f war. 

Mr. T u i t e said the Pentagon's focus s o l e l y on Kamisiyah was "misleading 
because there are many, many other i n c i d e n t s i n which American s o l d i e r s were 
exposed t o chemicals, i n s i m i l a r ways." 

During a news b r i e f i n g a t the Pentagon, senior o f f i c i a l s acknowledged again 
and again t h a t the Defense Department was s t r u g g l i n g t o understand what had 
happened at Kamisiyah. Despite p e r s i s t e n t r e p o r t s of unexplained ailments among 
some of the 700,000 veterans who served i n the Persian Gulf, the Pentagon has 
said repeatedly t h a t i t has no medical evidence of widespread gas poisoning or a 
g u l f war syndrome. 

Defense Department o f f i c i a l s have sai d t h a t they confirmed only t h i s year 
t h a t nerve gas and mustard agent had been s t o r e d at Kamisiyah i n March 1991 and 
t h a t Americans may have been exposed t o the chemicals when they destroyed the 
depot. 

"We had no evidence t h a t there had been chemical exposure u n t i l t h i s s p r i n g , " 
Mr. Bacon said. "And when we found there was evidence, we announced i t . I t was a 
watershed event." 

Another senior Pentagon o f f i c i a l , speaking at the news conference on 
c o n d i t i o n t h a t he not be named, was even b l u n t e r i n acknowledging how l i t t l e the 
Pentagon knows about chemical exposure i n the g u l f war. 

"We are i n no p o s i t i o n today t o say t h a t we are c e r t a i n about anything w i t h 
regard t o possible chemical presence or release," he sai d . "We are lo o k i n g 
everywhere we can. We're going t o f o l l o w up ever r e p o r t we get." 

The Pentagon said i t was t r y i n g t o telephone the 1,100 s o l d i e r s who were 
d i r e c t l y involved i n the d e m o l i t i o n of the Kamisiyah depot. The other 18,900 
veterans, i t said, would receive c e r t i f i e d l e t t e r s w i t h a questionnaire about 
t h e i r memory of the events of March 1991 and about t h e i r h e a l t h . 
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The combat engineers responsible f o r the d e m o l i t i o n were from the Army's 37th 
Engineer B a t a l l i o n , but they were surrounded by s o l d i e r s from dozens of other 
m i l i t a r y u n i t s , i n c l u d i n g the 82d Airborne, 101st Airborne and 24th I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i o n s . 

"We've decided, a f t e r l o o k i n g a t the f a c t s , t h a t i t would be best t o go out 
and aggressively reach out t o those 20,000 people," Mr. Bacon said. "We want t o 
make sure t h a t we have the best possible i n f o r m a t i o n from troops there a t the 
time about where they were and what they d i d . " 

The Pentagon said s o l d i e r s who bel i e v e d they had been w i t h i n 50 kilometers of 
Kamisiyah were being asked t o c a l l a t o l l - f r e e hot l i n e -- (800) 472-6719 --
w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n about the March 1991 i n c i d e n t s and about t h e i r h e a l t h . 
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