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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION PARTICIPANTS (cieckunss‘é:ound the table)
(with questions for participants, if needed)
Governor Zell Miller

Mr. Carl Swearingen — President, Georgia BellSouth Telecommunications {BST), and Chairman,
Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education. Mr. Swearingen will discuss the Partnership’s activities.
Q. What has motivated the business community to make a sustained commitment in Georgia, and how
can we encourage similar efforts in other states?

Benjamin Stalcup (Ben) — Student, 18, A R. Johnson Health, Science and Engineering High School,
Augusta. Ben is a senior engineering student at this magnet school. He plans to attend a Florida naval
academy next Fall. Since he is attending an out-of-state school, he will not benefit from Georgia’s HOPE
Scholarship program, but would from the President’s plan. Ben plans to talk about the importance of high
expectations for students, and the benefits of his magnet school. Question: What helped you get motivated
to work hard in school, and how can we inspire all students?

Dr. Barbara Christmas — Vice Chair, Georgia School Improvement Panel {Goals 2000 Panel), and
Executive VP of the Professional Association of Georgia Educators (PAGE), the largest teachers union in
Georgia (unaffiliated with NEA or AFT). She was formerly a teacher and ¢lementary school principal in

" Tattnell County public schools. She plans to talk about how Goals 2000 school improvement grants have
helped schools strengthen academic standards and about the importance of high academic standards, Q.
How have you accommodated and bridged differences as you have implemented Goals 20007

- U.S. Senator Paul Coverdell

Conggressmnan Cinarlie Nor woox.(
Ms. Janice Cox -- President, Georgia PTA. Mrs. Cox is also on the National PTA Board, Eatly
Childhood Education Committee. Mrs. Cox has worked as an accounting manager and bookkeeper. She -
has two children, ages 23 and 20, both at the University of Georgia. She plans to discuss the PTA’s efforts
to improve parents’ and children’s literacy skills -- a PTA priority for the past four years. . Phat is the
PTA doing fo encourage parents to read to their children.

Mr. Robert Cresswell — Principal, Salem High School, Conyers, GA (suburb of Atlanta). Salemisa
Next Generation School. Mr. Cresswell has received numerous awards in the state for his leadership at the
schoel, including Georgia Association of Educational Leaders Principal of the Year (1990). He plans to
discuss the school’s emphasis on teaching problem solving, team work, and technology skills. Q. How
have you evaluated how well your program is working?

U.S. Senator Max Cleland

Kimberli T. Darden (Kim) — Student, 17, Westside High School, Augusta. Kimberli plans to use a HOPE
Scholarship to attend a Georgia university next year. She plans to be a veterinarian. She will talk about a
new technology class at her school and about the importance of the Georgia HOPE Scholarship program.
(. How have your parents and teachers helped you do your best?

Secretary Richard Riley

Ms. LeAngela (Leedngela) Lawton — First Grade Teacher, Peter H. Craig Elementary, Augusta.
LeAngela has taught in Georgia for nine years, beginning in 1988 as a second grade teacher at College
Park Elementary in College Park {(near Atlanta), a year-round school that serves primarily at-risk kids. She
will talk primarily about the many changes College Park Elementary made to improve student and teacher
performance, including extensive and successful efforts to increase parent involvement. Q. What
strategies to involve parents in their children's schooling worked best?3
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