December 2, 1996
MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO
FROM: Paul Weinstein

SUBJECT: Fund For Rural America Meeting

Background

The purpose of this meeting is for USDA to provide you with a briefing on how they plan to
utilize the Fund For Rural' America. As you will recall, the 1996 Farm Bill authorized the creation of
the Fund, which is the Clinton Administration's initiative to promote rural economic development. This
program is currently authorized at $100 million a year for three years, with the monies coming out of the
mandatory side of the budget. The funds become available January 1.

USDA postponed their earlier scheduled briefing with you because they wanted to get direction
from Secretary Glickman on how he wants the Fund to target its resources. USDA has not yet indicated
to us the results of their conversations with the Secretary. .

Issues

I have talked with Tom Kalil and Dorothy Robyn of the NEC, and we believe you should
consider raising the following issues with USDA:

1. As you may remember, when the Administration issued its Statement of Policy regarding the Farm
Bill in 1995, we asked that funds be provided for telecommunications infrastructure. Tom Kalil believes
we should underscore with USDA our belief that the Fund should focus on promoting the connection
between rural economic development and access to the internet/greater telecommunications infrastructure
investment.

2. Dorothy Robyn and I believe it is important that we make it clear to USDA that the Fund should not
be used to make up shortfalls in others areas of USDA's budget. We recommend that you ask them how
they plan to differentiate between the Fund's activities and other USDA programs.

3. Because there are limited Fund dollars, we believe it is important that the money be distributed on a
competitive basis and be leveraged with resources from State and local governments, the private sector,
and/or from non-profits.

4. Bill Galston has pointed out in the past that the Administration could get considerable "bang for the
buck” if we used some of the Fund's dollars for "telemedicine."

S. You may want to follow up with USDA on our meeting with Bob Rapoza and the rural CDFI group.
In particular, you could ask them to meet with the CDFI Fund and its director Kirsten Moy about how to
develop a joint funding process.



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE O F T HE PRESIDENT

13-Nov-1996 10:30am

TO: Carol H. Rasco

TO: Paul J. Weinstein, Jr

FROM: Elizabeth E. Drye
Domestic Policy Council

CC: Jill Pizzuto

SUBJECT: Fund for Rural America

I talked to Greg Frazier this morning about the issue and made it clear to him
how important it ig for us to be briefed in the short term on the fund. He
understands now that we don’t expect USDA to come to WH right now with final
recommendations on how to spend the fund, but want to know what options are.
Greg said he would be comfortable personally briefing us on the options they’ll
be considering with the Secretary in the next few weeks. He noted that USDA
cannnot spend the funds until January, and the Dept’s not very far on a strategy
yet. Glickman is overseas this week but will be back Monday. Greg agreed to
talk to Glickman Monday and get his permission to do WH briefing. Greg will
call me Monday. Both Greg and Glickman were very involved in fund legislation.

Given Greg’s commitment, I don’t think we need a memo. Sorry this has dragged
on so long. I could have done more work to calm them down earlier.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
November 8, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO

FROM: Paul Weinstein

SUBJECT: Fund For Rural America Meeting
Background

The purpose of this meeting is for USDA to provide you with a briefing on how they plan to
utilize the Fund For Rural America. As you will recall, the 1996 Farm Bill authorized the creation of
the Fund, which is thc Clinton Administration's initiative to promote rural economic development. This
program is currently authorized at $100 million a year for three years, with the monies coming out of the
mandatory side of the budget. The funds become available January 1.

USDA postponed their earlier scheduled briefing with you because they wanted to get direction
from Secretary Glickman on how he wants the Fund to target its resources. USDA has not yet indicated
to us the results of thcir conversations with the Secretary.

Issues

I have talked with Tom Kalil and Dorothy Robyn of the NEC, and we believe you should
consider raising the following issues with USDA:

1. As you may remcmber, when the Administration issued its Statement of Policy regarding the Farm
Bill in 1995, we asked that funds be provided for telecommunications infrastructure. Tom Kalil believes
we should underscore with USDA our belicf that the Fund should focus on promoting the connection
between rural economic development and access to the internet/greater telecommunications infrastructure
investment.

2. Dorothy Robyn and | believe it is important that we make it clear to USDA that the Fund should not
be used to make up shortfalls in others arcas of USDA's budget. We recommend that you ask them how
they plan to differentiate between the Fund's activities and other USDA programs.

3. Because there are limited Fund dollars, we believe it is important that the money be distributed on a
competitive basis and be leveraged with resources from State and local governments, the private sector,
and/or from non-profits.

4. Bill Galston has pointed out in the past that the Administration could get considerable "bang for the
buck” if we used some of the Fund's dollars for "telemedicine.”

5. You may want to follow up with USDA on our meeting with Bob Rapoza and the rural CDFI group.
In particular, you could ask them to meet with the CDFI Fund and its director Kirsten Moy about how to
develop a joint funding process.
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Rural Development meeting rescheduled

12, 2:00-3:00p RM 211.

you are responsible for getting the rest of the WH Staff list together as well
as the briefing materials for CHR.

I did check w/ Dorothy Robyn and she is confirmed for attending as well.

reminder: monday is a holiday too -- so, material is due on Friday, 11/8.

thanks.
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Carol H. Rasco
Elizabeth E. Drye

Jill Pizzuto
Domestic Policy Council

Paul J. Weinstein, Jr

Rural Dev. meeting tomorrow
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Paul just called to say that USDA would like to postpone the meetifig tomorrow.

They haven’t talked to Glickman yet,

could reschedule post election.

Eliz:

back on the calendar.
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Paul jgave me Tia Young as scheduling contact: 720- 3631 :7

A}_j)l\' Qj UUH %‘&/x

et
PSS

~

2“é wuk<ﬂ UQ¢J‘

y

DerneTlan (
jw SE

(/L//

Ko\() \((/1
W Pl Ave

IRt

.r,%w

e - e m e =TT T

/mQC

§~gu§/

don’'t know hig views,

’ R i(lii

etc. and asked if we

I guickly mentioned this to CHR and she asked that you work on getting it
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28-0ct-1996 01:45pm

TO: Paul J. Weinstein, Jr
FROM: Elizabeth E. Drye
Domestic Policy Council
CC: Jill Pizzuto
SUBJECT: RE: Rural meeting on Thursday
She’1ll need a meeting agenda -- whatever you agree on with Charlie Rawls, and a

basic briefing memo, which can be short, that lists participants and says how
meeting is structured and what her role is (any questions she should as, etc.).
You can attach any background materials. Basic form is on i drive as I:\dpc\dat

Nash won’'t be able to be there (Carol knows).
~Per the materials I left you, I reserved 211, but you should remind final list

of participants about time and room. Dorothy or Jill can help you with any USDA
waves .
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25-0ct-1996 09:58am

TO: Elizabeth E. Drye

FROM: Carol H. Rasco
Domestic Policy Council

CC: Jill Pizzuto
SUBJECT : RE: Nash
Absolutely we should go ahead....Bob and I can always talk outside

the meeting if there is anything I need support/advice on in order
to move this thing creatively .... thanks.
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24-0ct-1996 07:38pm

TO: Carol H. Rasco

FROM: Elizabeth E. Drye
Domestic Policy Council

CC: Ji1l1l Pizzuto

SUBJECT : Nash
Bob Nash had confirmed for our Fund for Rural America brfg next week but is
starting to be buried under a pending avalanche of personnel decisions. Ruth
called to say he thinks we should go ahead without him. Sounds like he won't

have much time in the next couple of months.

I recommend we go ahead since Paul and Dorothy Robyn should get up to speed on
USDA’'s plans soon.
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18-0ct-1996 11:34am

TO: Jill Pizzuto

TO: Dorothy Robyn

TO: Ruth Eaglin

TO: Paul J. Weinstein, Jr

FROM: Elizabeth E. Drye
Domestic Policy Council

CC: Carol H. Rasco

SUBJECT: Fund for Rural America

USDA will brief Carol Rasco, Bob Nash, NEC, and other WH staff on Thursday,

October 31, at 11:15. Please mark on your calendar. I’1l1l follow up with full
list of participants and meeting room.
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16-0Oct-1996 04:16pm

TO: Carol H. Rasco KM“TG@\ ?
FROM: Elizabgth E. Drye . (Wc‘%ﬁf’ Z?(

Domestic Policy Council

CC: Jill Pizzuto
CcC: Lyndell Hogan
SUBJECT: RE: Meeting to set up

Jill, let me know what times stay available 10/31-11/1 as we're trying to set up
Fund for Rural America briefing in that time frame. Thanks.




