:”E_two,-were hospitalized ,and one: child died.”t*
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. THE PRESIDENT. Good morning Today, I'm pleased to IR
‘announce a. ‘major new step- toward protecting the health and safety of _f-
all Americans, espec1ally our chlldren.f_-_ . .

: - Almost a. week ago, 1n my inaugural address, I told the
_ American people that we must. lead ‘our. country into the- let century o

. . with the American.Dream alive for ‘all our children; with the- Americanl'“
-”promise .of ‘a more. perfect union.a reality for ‘all ‘cur peop e, w1th
" the’ light of our. freedom illuminating all the world.ﬂ Co

R S I believe we Wlll make this v151on=rea1 by doing what
',we ve always done’ in- moments of great change --'holding “fast to: our
.enduring values.’ Central among these is the’ belief.that" we- work
: tirelessly to. make our families: stronger -and “our’ children safer. . -;~
Q'Nothing is. more 1mportant to meeting-this- goal. than seeing ‘to' 1t that'”
j'Americans live-in a world. w1th -clean. air, safe” food pure’ water. el
Hard-working, American parents deserve: the. peace ‘of mind that comes~ = .
”from know1ng that the meal they set“ efore their children 1s safe.~”

o : o That's why I was 's0 concerned by what happened 1n .;;',
Washington State. and -in ‘two other Western .states this: fall.; Apple;g'f g

7 juice contaminated with a deadly strain of E-Col 5bacteria reached)u=”j
'supermarket shelves., More than a dozen children,fsome as young as_.;”

- f; I'm sure . just about every parent in America remembersij,7:§i
_what E Coli can do. - Four. ‘years ago: this: month, tragedy st;uck

"'-hundreds :0of famllies in: the ‘Western United States when :they took

'.%ﬂ,and legislation that ‘keeps ‘our.. drinking water safe and p:
LT in place strong new. protections to ensure- that seafood A

:@thelr children to fast-food restaurants: that. served’ them hamburgers
., tainted by the E Coli. bacteria.: " Five hundred people écame i1l someff"
*“Lof them severely, and four children lost their lives o

'w

vsafe _And

-1'fflast summer we.announced steps to. modernize ‘our: meat -and” poultry ‘food ...
"~ and.safety system for the first time.in ‘90" years. These ‘new  safety -

'f“qpoultry plants Wlll be required to test for E Coll

" have to think twice-about the juice’that they:pour’

~-rules will begin to take effect next: week From now on, all meat and':;L

;’_....-_

. ' “We have bullt a. solid foundation for:the health of
ffAmerica s families., But clearly we must -do- more" No- parent should BRI
thieir children atzifi_-

'bereakfast ‘or-a hamburger ordered- during dinneriout., That!'s. why,

'“l*today, I'm: announc1ng new- steps. to use: cutting-
’ ¢;3keep our food safe and to protect our 'hildre

dge:. technology to, S
om'deadly bacteri T




'"We must contlnue to modernlze the food safety system put 1n place at ﬁff'
-the:dawn’ of the’ 20th century so that it can. meet the demands of the =__;ﬂ

:7;21st century..
Lo | Flrst we - w1ll put in place a, natlonw1de early warnlng

‘system for’ food- borne illness.: Right. now’ ‘the. Centers: for Disease "
- Control, the Food and Drug- Admlnlstratlon and the Agrlculture gw__-*

Department sponsor. five centers across the" country whose ‘mission: is

to post. a lookout: for. food=borne ' dlseases like E:Coli: bacterla and

Salmonella. . Working. with state and: local governments, ‘these, sentlnel:~c‘

-51tes in California, Oregon, Mlnnesota,.Georgla and - Connectlcut

. actlvely track outbreaks of ‘illnesses:caused by" contamlnated food._,-':'

'gz-Today -I'm announcing we'll increase the- number of ‘these ‘sites- from
.*,'}flve to elght -and : llnk them to other state health agenc1es..“ '

_ ' ThlS expanded early warnlng system w111 enable us to _';,f'
: catch outbreaks sooner and give us the data we need: to help us
prevent outbreaks from happenlng 1n the first place.-;;a :

Second we w1ll see to 1t that the early warnlng system H;f%'
-[uses state-of the- art technology to keep our food" safe, ' We'll " A

"increase’ the number of. expert disease’ detectlves to 1nvest1gate and

'm,control food-borne. disease:outbreaks.: We will’ give.these. ‘experts they"”ff

_technology to use sophisticated new:- DNA flnger-printing methods. to :

. trace dangerous bacteria to their source.: We'will'create a:permanent - -

'“7QDNA fingerprint library so.we.can - lmmedlately ‘fecognize an’illness’ 1fif}i

'fi;lt reappears.: . And we will ‘use advance: communlcatlon networks ‘to 7 -

. . speed. outbreak 1nformatlon to hospltals and publlc healthtagencles'
'U'all around Amerlca.' AR A R i i ;

Thlrd I T dlrectlng Secretary of Agrlculture Dan

fy”'Gllckman, Secretary of Health and:Human Service. Donna Shalala: and thexc,
'.ﬁAdmlnistrator ‘of ‘the. Env1ronmental Protectlon Agency Carol~ Browner toégﬂ}:-

" work. with communltles, farmers, bu51nesses, consumer protectlon

: :Tngoups and ; all-levels of government‘to .come-up: w1th addltlonal
Llihmeasures to’ 1mprove food- safety.: I want ‘them : ‘to” pay spec1al
< . attention- to research -and’ ‘public: educatlon efforts., I want’ them to

yufaﬁme w1th thelr flndlngs w1th1n 90 days.:}mu.u

.”h,budget I w111 offlclally send to- cOngress next; month:

,ﬁf“and clear -that we will use ‘the. world 'S, best science}to ‘ma
.- world!s -most-. bountlful food: supply safer than -ever:: before,

'focus ‘on what :s0rt of.. partnershlps the.. government ‘can” ‘form: ‘with .the.'

private. sector to: ‘meet. our goals.: ‘And-I .want:. them to report back to fhuv

Flnally,_let me add that these new publlc health

1nvestments are paid for, line by llne, dime by dlme, ‘in-the" balancedﬂff“

ngth this new. ' -

.'early warning‘system to ‘track- food-borne-illriess, ‘we:are saylng loud‘**ff
“the '

' families and for. our. children. . Together we will see 'to it: that‘our Qi;fﬂ?

.'1jpeop1e/and our natlon are prepared for themZISt centur

Thanks for llstenlng.




