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To: National Desk, Health Writer 
Contact: Office of the Vice President, 202-456-7035 
WASHINGTON, May 12 /U.S. Newswire/ -- Vice President Gore today 

announced a five-point plan to s i g n i f i c a n t l y increase the safety of 
the nation's food supply. 

The plan sets forth steps the administration w i l l take t h i s year 
to strengthen food safety, and d e t a i l s how we w i l l use $43.2 
million i n new funds the president has requested i n hi s f i s c a l year 
1998 budget. 

""When children reach for a piece of food, parents deserve to 
have peace of mind,'' said the vice president, who heads the 
National Performance Review to make government work better and cost 
l e s s . ""This administration i s using the most modern science and a 
common-sense approach to increase the safety of our nation's food 
supply and protect the public health.'' 

The plan, ""Food Safety From Farm to Table,'' i s outlined i n a 
report presented to the vice president today by Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna E. Shalala, Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Secretary Dan Glickman and Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Carol M. Browner. The president requested the 
report i n January. I t c a l l s for improved inspections, public 
education and greater use of the l a t e s t science to dramatically 
reduce foodborne i l l n e s s . I t c a l l s for s t r i c t e r safety precautions 
for f r u i t and vegetable j u i c e s , improved seafood inspections and 
increased investment i n research, r i s k assessment and surveillance. 

In h i s January 25 radio address, the president announced he was 
requesting $43.2 m i l l i o n for food safety i n his FY 1998 budget and 
requested a report d e t a i l i n g recommendations on ways to further 
improve food safety. The USDA and Department of Health and Human 
Services, and the EPA, working with state and l o c a l o f f i c i a l s , the 
food industry, s c i e n t i s t s , consumer and producer groups, developed 
the report. 

Today's actions build on previous administration steps to 
modernize the nation's food safety programs, f i r s t proposed by the 
vice president's National Performance Review. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the 
National Performance Review encouraged the widespread adoption of 
preventive controls to food safety and the implementation of the 
Hazard Analysis and C r i t i c a l Control Point (HACCP) systems. 

A key element of the administration's food safety e f f o r t s has 
been the HACCP approach that requires the food industry to use the 
most modiern science to identify sources of potential contamination 
in food production and transportation and then put i n place 
preventive measures. Already required by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for seafood and by USDA for meat and poultry, 
FDA w i l l propose preventive measures, including HACCP, for the 
manufacture of f r u i t and vegetable j u i c e products, and USDA w i l l 
propose HACCP and other appropriate regulatory and non-regulatory 
options for egg products. 

In addition to moving toward a science-based, preventive 
approach to food safety, the administration continues to improve 
the effectiveness of food safety inspections. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the 
additional funds requested for FY 1998 w i l l allow the FDA to add 
inspectors to implement seafood HACCP and to expand i t s program to 
develop additional mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) with United 
States trading partners, ensuring that imported foods are produced 
and manufactured under systems that offer comparable safety 
measures to those used i n the United States. With the new "funds, 
FDA w i l l also be able to provide technical assistance to foreign 



coufitries on safe growing and handling practices. 
The administration already i s taking steps to put in place the 

new National Early Warning System President Clinton announced in 
January to track and combat outbreaks of foodborne i l l n e s s . This 
f i s c a l year, two new FoodNet sentinel sites were added in New York 
and Maryland. With funds requested for the upcoming f i s c a l year, an 
eighth site w i l l open. This surveillance system i s supported by the 
CDC, FDA and USDA, working with state authorities. New funds 
included in the FY 1998 budget w i l l also allow these sites to 
update technology and build a "'fingerprinting'' database of 
bacterial DNA. This w i l l enable food safety experts to clear any 
geographic hurdle to their work by having a national resource that 
can help them quickly identify contaminated foods that are the 
sources of foodborne i l l n e s s . 

Under the administration's plan, work w i l l start immediately on 
a national public education campaign on safe food handling. Today, 
an unprecedented public-private partnership was established among 
government agencies and industry and consumer groups to develop a 
food safety education campaign aimed at consumers. 

Research to develop quick, reliable s c i e n t i f i c methods for 
detecting contamination -- like the Hepatitis A virus and 
cyclospora -- w i l l ensure that public health agencies have the 
necessary tools to prevent and control outbreaks of foodborne 
illnesses. The latest research w i l l also explore how pathogens 
become resistant to traditional food preservation techniques such 
as heat and refrigeration, and w i l l support new pathogen control 
methods. 

Also under the new i n i t i a t i v e , EPA, FDA and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) w i l l collaborate with state 
and local health departments on research to help health o f f i c i a l s 
better predict and control outbreaks of waterborne microbial 
contaminants such as crypto sporidium. 
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Headed for farms: Hazard Analysis and C r i t i c a l Control Points. 
I t ' s inevitable that HACCP-type programs, which put the focus 

on controlling production processes, not end products, w i l l h i t fanaexs. 
Meat and poultry packing & processing industries w i l l ensure i t . 
They 're already headed down the HACCP path themselves... led there 

by gov't regs as well as by consumer concern about potential contaminants. 
The trend w i l l ripple through agriculture. As HACCP i s adopted 

by packers & processors, on-farm practices w i l l also get greater scrutiny. 

Packers w i l l urge producers to adopt voluntary quality controls. 
'It's a way of protecting their own investment in food safety. 

Slaughter plants under pressure to meet new pathogen-elimination targets 
are hiring HACCP teams and installing new equipment. I f pathogen counts 
don't f a l l , plants w i l l look down the supply line, buy more selectively. 
Some packers may even consider setting up their own production f a c i l i t i e s . 

Producers w i l l need to give packers more data on their animals — 
pesticide, chemical and antibiotic exposures, medical histories and more. 

Consumer concerns w i l l also drive the farm-level safety trend. 
Growing public alarm about foodborne pathogens and chemical residues 
give producers an incentive to implement voluntary HACCP-based systems. 

They'll be heeded to keep the U.S. competitive i n world markets. 
New Zealand, the European Union, Canada and Australia are a l l committed 
to HACCP-based programs, working on them. Denmark already has a system 
for "tracking animals from farm to slaughter.. .fully unified from A to Z. 

Uncle Sam won't mandate HACCP for farms. I t ' s a p o l i t i c a l no-no. 
Industry doesn't yet have the capability to absolutely control pathogens 
before slaughter, so gov't won't push for comply-or-else farm regulations. 

But the gov't w i l l give producers guidance. Ag Dep't i s looking 
for suggestions on practical, economical preharvest activ i t i e s that work. 
I t w i l l provide specific advice to farmers on ways to avoid contamination 
of the pork, poultry, nonfed beef and lamb that they send to processors. 

Meanwhile, the President's food safety i n i t i a t i v e i s in limbo. 
Earlier hoopla surrounding announcement of the big multi-agency project 
has fizzled, and details are sketchy. They've never been fleshed out. . 

Uncertainty has gripped key gov't o f f i c e s i n charge of the p±«n-. 
Seven food safety areas have been targeted for improvement under the plan: 
Bioscience research, early-warning systems, inspection systems, education, 
risk assessment, strategic planning and interagency gov't coordination. 
White House, gov't agencies are anxious to move, want $43 million. But... 

Congress i s keeping mum about funds, has offered no assurances. 
So Ag Dep't, the Food & Drug Adm., the Centers for Disease Control and EPA 
have backed off.put l i t t l e meat on the bones of a draft released in Feb. 

Gov't agencies don't want to waste resources. What's the point, 
they ask, i f lawmakers don't follow through? Their hopes of raising funds 
from the private sector are also in idle. Not much interest in that. 

Tours very truly. loun 
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U P D A T E 

TAINTED BY 
POLITICKING? 
BY MARGARET KRIZ 

I n early 1993, two children died and 
hundreds of others in .the Pacific 
Northwest became ill afterdating Jack 

in ihe Box restaurant hamburgers con­
taminated with a deadly E. 
coli virus. Because the poi­
soning, occurred during 

('resident Clinton's first days in office, 
t'ood safety suddenly became a White 
I louse priority. • 

IZuger.to prevent similar outbreaks..the 
Clinton Administration took steps to 
begin overhauling the slow, unresponsive 
taleral food-safety bureaucracy. It sought 
m restructure the Agriculture. Depart­
ment's food-safety program and refociis 
the national food-inspection system. 

The food-safety concern isn't solely a 
, mquerbf appearances. Federal regulators 
say contaminated food kills as many as 
y.UOO Americans every year and sickens 
nearly 33 million others. 

Now the White House is poised to 
unveil the details of another food-safety 
initiative, this one announced by Clinton 
in a January radio address. The $43 mil-
linn initiative would expand a rudimenta­
ry, nationwide.early-warning system for, 
foodborne illnesses and enhance seafood 
inspections. 

But the money Clinton requested for. 
that program would be directed to several 
federal agencies that handle food-safety 
issues, a move that citizens groups charge 
would dilute the usefulness of the propos-
'ils. "It's a patchwork of good ideas for-a 
patchwork of food-safety programs," said 
Caroline Smith DeWaal, director of food 
s'ifety at the private Center for Science in 
the Public Interest. • • ' . 

The President's push could also be 
weakened, by top-level departures from 
• he Administration—chiefly Food and 
Drug Administration (£DA) commission­
er David A. Kessler and the Agriculture 
Department's Food Safety and Inspection 
Service administrator, Michael R. Taylor. 
Kessler and Taylor, both widely credited 

keeping the.White House focused on 
'"od-in'spection programs, haven't been 
replaced. ' 

Some activists, as well as some former 
federal regulators, say more-ambitious 

• steps are heeded to prevent future food-
safety problems. They: want Congress to 
create an independent 'food-safety agency 
that would replace today's piecemeal sys- • 
tern. Jurisdiction oyer the nation's food-
supply-is shared by the Agriculture De­
partment, the Centers for Disease Con­
trol and Prevention', the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the FDA, among 
other agencies. 

"Without.that kind of real reform. 
, we're going to be left with agencies that 
are just.acting as recall management 
agencies, not protecting the food supply," 
DeWaal said. "That's not good enough." 

But the Administration has been luke­
warm about merging federal food-safety 
programs. In the aftermath of the ham­
burger contamination. .Vice President Al 

Gore suggested that the FDA take on all 
federal food-safety duties. But that pro­
posal went nowhere. Regulators are now 
debating whether to include'a similar pro­
posal in their coming report on Clinton's 
January food-safety initiative. ' 

Industry executives oppose the push for 
a new umbrella agency for food safety,. 
arguing that the congressional'committees 
that now oversee the FDA and Agricul­
ture would resist giving up their jurisdic­
tion. "We'd rather put our energy, into 
improving the coordination between the 
agencies," said Rhona Applebaum, an 
executive vice president of the National, 
Food Processors Association. 

In any .event, some Administration offi­
cials concede that their efforts to improve 
the food-safety system have produced 
mixed results. For example, most of the 
specialists who could be assigned to food 
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DNC DONOR: STILL JOB HUNTING 
oney,may-buy coffee,with the. '.-raised:.He. personally; gave..the.̂ DI^C 
President, a|spih:,oWAir Force;:.. $20;000 in jthelQQl^.electionJcycle, 

.B WBOne.ieven a^slumber ipartysin i ^according- to Eederal"+Electionv;Gom-
the Lincoln Bedroom, but it doesn't' ..mission (FEC) records r «- ^ » 

•'u~,~"*"*-''"*"* - V A A But.that-Sismall potatoes,'compared 

FrprrV. l?89^94f !AtlMta;l^iiKKmM 

; always-help fatHcatidonorSj wirfiAd: 
ministration jobs t 
'*» :Take>the;case of San;Francisco:busi-
nessman Robert Earl Dombush: Back 
in'1992, •-Democratic;.'National> Gomr' 
mittee (DNC) officials listed: him asia 
I'lmust^nstdeK^foFWifeweKthaii^ 

Kirkiterryp>jjriibusH Sr.;;'Rdberf : 

'^inb^hX !dl^r;l)roldieFi gave! Dem6-
: a ^ ; i ^ d i i j y ^ a | d ; ̂ arfy'committees; 

. $80,900,;:while:memberslof hiS'immedi-
:'Administration; posts; .rangingsfrom^ 
undersecretary for land management, FEC documents 1 ^ ' 
ui^theilntenorrDepartment^prestdentf; 

: of\t-he-ExporNlmportvBanksofrthe.vi 
tJnited:States;-administrator.'of.thesk 

Small Business Administration, .andv 

deputy U.SiVtradeirepresentative.' Ino 
thesend, Dornbush didn t getiany^job-^v 

•;But:it wasn5t'for!ladtof trying; Doo^ 

v » lWhile;.Kirk vDonibush!s name - never 
appears^ontanyrmust-considerihstyhe 
-was.tapped; to fill^the longr.vacantipost 
ofcambassadof'to.-.the; Netherlands. 
Though.eventually confirmed, his 
nomination was. held uip forcmonths 
amid questions about his qualifications 

uments^recently madeipubhc*y!.the;|f»andhis !large.campaign:contnbutions 
•White House^showdiatJDombush.wasv^ 
one of 63 "'leading national ;:fund rais-. 
ers" the DNG^recommendediorihigh-
level appomtmentsvAboutia third: 

, eventually, landed jobs,; includingrErefc-
ine B.'Bowles, now White;House.chief 

'of staff, Molly M Raiser, now U S; 
;chief of protocol; and ThomasifeSie-.: 
. vbert^ambassado&to'Sweden:^^;^ 
: .,:?DNC officials.saidithey ,could, not* ifirm.'which they sold iml988.y', 
estimate how^uch money Dombush t ^ * * r

 f —^Annys Shin 

majorv donors ..FEC documents show 
that since 1995, Kirk Dornbush has 
givenvDemocrats "and .party commitr • 
tees;$9,730,• while-other-family: mem­
bers have given $90,000 * * , 
zv Robert andi KirteDombusteare 'the. 
formerf owners; of :the. Hipolex^Corp:,. 
an; Atlanta, plastic ;bag. manufacturing: 
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FROM THE K STREET CORRIDOR 

Energy companies scrambling for an edge in the debate over electricity deregiH 
lation poured almost $12 million into the coffers of Democratic ahcl,Republi­

can candidates and parties during the 1996 election.cycle"; according.toVanApril 
24 report released by the . nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics; Republi: 

cans gained the vast majority of the haul, getting more than $8 million from.the 
utility, nuclear power, natural gasiand.altemative-energy companies, r • ; <""\'\; 

Enron Corp. was by far the biggest donor. The Texas-basedinatural,gas' giant-.; 
and its executives gave $1.16 million: including $687.000.m ' soft money"-to the 
political parties, $172,000 from the company s-political action committee (PAG)," 

and $250,000 in contributions from- Enron-official's:'.,; 
-Eighty per cent of the money WehtUoSRepublicain̂  
who tend .'to be more 'sympat^ 
executive Kenneth Lay'smggressive-crusadesfor, 

. ' quick passage of regislatidn"to.allow inonutilityicompaniestto:selkelectncity;:> 
.̂;directly;to.biisiness'esa^ £ J Ti, 
•. The furiner-up' among ̂ the/tdp^energy.-company'contributorerwaŝ .thef̂ ctioni! 

' .Committee for Rural Electrification (the National Rural Electric;Gooperative';; 
1 Association's PAC),. which gave $758,000 in political, action .money- and'isoftr--

.money-contributions, The rural co-ops wanMoislow down the deregulation pro; -. 
cess. The:other top contributors wereiEntergy'Corp:-. $727,000; the Southern Go.-,i 

;$697,00P; and Edison International. $470,000 , " — Margaret Knz 

••' * .. • • ? »? -• , ^ 

J ournalists may not be fazed'by early deadlines, low.salanessor.barking:politi-
cians.-But nothing gives them the.jitters like the .prospect of anew owner;*::. 

.-'"Any time'you know you're.for.sale. you ll.be nervous,'' said'Enc Effron;.pub-> 
. lishef .and; editor of Legal Times. The I9.-year-old weekly was. put up, for'sale in , 

February', f ! .. V' ''- " : ' • . , 
• •. "The status quo.has been good ifor us: People don't thmk it makes senseto bail 

•. . out uiitif we find out' what's.'gbihg.to happen,- Effron added:. 'We.re.moreior less 
•'. .taking.a waitrand-see kind of attitude 

. Several blocks awayi. reporters in the Washington bureaus of The,Kansas City 
5tarand the Fon:WorthStar-Telegram are getting.their.bearings after the<Apnl 4-. 

: sale of: their papers to the Miamirbased.Knight-Ridder.Inc: KnightRidder, which 
. owns the Philadelphia Inquirer and ihc:Detroit .Free Press, paid! Walt Disney Go.-.: 

$1.65 billion for the two dailies hnd .two smaller papers m lllinois and .Pennsylvania.. 
: ' The:sale:is the end of the'road for the two.Washington.bureaus; which will.be: 
'. folded into the Khight-Ridder/office a-few. floors below. m'theiNationabPress ' 

Building. The Star's, three-person .operation willvsoon shrink to1 twoKwithsthe 
. return of a reporter to Kansas Gity; The;personnel change, was .in-.theworks 

before, the. sale-.df,the paper. .The. Star-telegram's.three^person .tearmwilkstay • 
. intact—at least for now, said bureau chiet Ron Hutcheson ' ' J 

. . Hutcheson arid;the 5to>:s bureau chief. James Kuhnhenni-will'drop'thei^titles1. 
and sonie assignmerit.dutieŝ -a move that has hidden advantages J.*-' 1 r 

•. . ' .. "No mbre'perfbmiance,reviews,:' Hutcheson said. ''Mv mail̂ will goTdown con-̂  
.. siderably,.'arid thy in-bdy.wiir 

~.'VKn!ghtrRidder%W^Kin^on:bVreau thiet Gaiy Blonston \ t \ <•i f 

1 '•Editors'in'the home officeS'WiU continue:to do most of the:editing,'with:stones : 
'..headed for:Kriigkt-Ridder's'natipnal.news.wire getting an-extra.read byiWirefedi-': 

f tors, Hutchesori said.'No beat changes are expected at either paper 
If the reporters:seem to be taking things in stnde.-.public perception's another-

• matter/ "People think we've beeri swallowed.up bya big chain'and wonderf.what'• 
that means," said Kuhnhenn; who has found'himself having'toiexplain that-thev 

., {difference,to readers will be negligible ' —Annys Shm 

Will food safety be a red-meat issue? 

safety are at the Agriculture Department, 
which Congress tends to favor, not at the 
FDA, which has tangled with the Repub­
licans on Capitol Hill over tobacco and 
drug approval issues. As a conscquenec. 
Agriculture Department inspectors main­
tain nearly daily contact with food proccv 
sors; FDA agents may not visit the same 
plant twice in 10 years. 
. To make up for that gap, FDA regula­
tors have begun limiting their spot inspec-
tions and are requiring food suppliers to 
maintain -records that, regulators say. wu 
help them track future outbreaks of food 
contamination. 
.' Experts say' keeping food contamma-

tion-free is getting more difficult becau* 
of new trade agreements that have in-

. creased the amount and kinds-of fond 
being imported into the United Statrt. 
from countries with less stringent saK? 
controls. Americans are also eating re*" 
processed foods and more fresh fruits aijo 
vegetables, which are more likely to cany 
pathogens. And they're eating more 
meals in restaurants, wh.ch migjior 
might not be careful about thefres"^ 
and preparation of food. 
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By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN 
Further investigation of the out­

break of hepatitis A infection from 
tlrozen strawberries among school-
rhildren has eased concern about the 
Extent of the health threat posed by 
strawberries shipped.from the same 
lots for' use in restaurants and 

. homes, Federal health officials said 
last nightf 
. But there is still the mystery of 
how the strawberries became con­
taminated with the hepatitis A virus. 
Strawberries from lots implicated in 
Michigan — where 163 children and 
teachers developed the liver infec­
tion after eating the tainted fruit 
since early March — were also sent' 
to five other states as part of the 
Federal school lunch program: Ari­
zona, California, Georgia, Iowa and 
Tennessee.. 

the strawberries used in the pro­
gram account for about half of a 
shipment of one million pounds im­
ported from Mexico and processed in' 
California a year ago. The rest were 

, shipped to a number of distributors 
for commercial sale, raising concern-
that the outbreak might have affect­
ed people other than those in the 
lunch program. 

A substantial but unquantified por­
tion of the commercial-use strawber­
ries were included in such products 
as jams, jellies, preserves and fruit 
juices that were heated, said Dr. 
Michael Friedman, the Deputy Com­
missioner of the Food and Drug Ad­
ministration. 

If standard techniques were used, 
the heating would have destroyed 
any hepatitis A virus present, Dr. 
Friedman added in an interview. He 
said his agency would check the 
records of the companies that used 
the strawberries to determine 
whether the standard heating tem­
peratures were reached. 

In Michigan, 10 new cases of hepa­
titis A linked to the tainted strawber­
ries were reported yesterday, bring­
ing the total number to 163 in the 
ŝ ate, said.Dr: Claire V. Broome, the 
Deputy Director of the Centers for 
Eiisease Control and Prevention, in, 
Xtlanta. So far Michigan is the only 
state to report hepatitis A cases 
linked to the strawberries, Dr. 
Broome said. 

The . tainted strawberries were' 
processed by the Andrew & William­
son Sales Company of San Diego; a 
unit of Epitope of Beaverton, Ore. 
Yesterday, Dr. Friedman said, 
health, officials found that containers 
of Andrew & Williamson strawber­
ries were still available to consum-
ers in Michigan. • .; 

The food agency said its inspectors 
had found six-and-a-hadf-pound plas­
tic tubs labeled as "AW Frozen 
Sliced Strawberries" at distributors, 
restaurants and retailers in the De­
troit area. The lot .'numbers are 
4141961, 6541963, 6541964, 7741962, 
7741963, 31507612, 3150862, 3150863, 

.31508612, 7750862, 7750863, 7750864 
and 7750865. : 

Health officials in Michigan and 
the five other states are urging that 
individuals notify local health de­
partments if they believe that they 
have eaten strawberries from the 
suspect lots within the last 14 days. 

^Health officials have recommended 
that such individuals be offered gam-

. ma globulin shots. The shots were 
given yesterday to 2,000 schoolchil­
dren in California and Georgia. 

The diseasê control agency is also 
asking all states to make an extra 
effort to check previously reported , 
cases of hepatitis A for a possible 
link to the tainted strawberries and 
to search for unreported cases. 

"Who knows, there could be no 
more," Dr. Broome said. "Or it could 
be that we uncover something."' 

An average of 25,000 cases of hepa­
titis A are reported to the disease-
control agency each year. But be­
cause many such cases are unreport­
ed or unrecognized, epidemiologists 
estimate that the actual number is 
135,000. 

Although gamma globulin ' is in 
short supply, apparently enough is 
available to cover the needs of the 
outbreak, Dr. Broome said. The 
amount of gamma globulin injected 
is deterniined by a patient's weight. 
Thus doses do not strictly correlate 
with numbers of patients receiving 
injections. 

The disease control agency says 
that it is aware of a supply of at least 
40,000 adiilt doses (which would cov­
er many more children) and that 
about 13,000 of those doses were com-, 
mitted for use in'the hepatitis out­
break, Dr. Broome said. But the 
agency is exploring contingencies in 
case more gamma globulin is need-
ed, she added. 

Only one other outbreak of hepati­
tis A has been traced to frozen straw­
berries, and it might shed some light 
on the current outbreak, in part be­
cause the contaminated frozen 
strawberries originated from one 
processing plant in California. . 

The earlier outbreak involved 28 
cases in two states, at an elementary 
school in Georgia and an institution 
for the developmentally disabled in 
Montana, tainted strawberries were 
included in a shortcake in Georgia 
and in desserts in Montana. 

The lot number on empty contain­
ers from Georgia and Montana 
showed that "the strawberries had 
been picked, processed; packed and 
frozen on the same day and shift at a 
single plant two years before the two 
outbreaks. The plant was not the 

, same that is involved in the school 
lunch outbreak, Dr. Broome said. 

Scientists with the disease control 
agency who' investigated the out­
breaks wrote iniThe Journal of Infec­
tious Diseases in 1992 that "contami­
nation probably did not occur from 
an infected worker within the pro­
cessing plant but most likely from an 
infected picker." 

, National 
News Briefs 

Pyramid Scheme Victims 
To Be Paid $41 Million 

PHILADELPHIA, April 3 (AP) — 
Hundreds of organizations that prof­
ited from the bankrupt Fcmndation 
for New Era Philanthropy have 
agreed to pay $41 million to reim­
burse groups that lost money in the 
pyramid scheme, a bankruptcy trus-

- tee said on Wednesday. 
The money comes on top of $30 

million handed over by securities 
, houses and a settlement of $15 mil­
lion to $18 million expected to be 
reached with Prudential Securities. 

Confederate Battle Flag 
Sought for License Plates 

COLUMBIA, S.C., April 3 (AP) -
Three months after refusing to re­
move the Confederate battle flag 
from the Statehouse dome, the South 
Carolina House voted today to put 
the banner on some license plates. 

The Republican-controlled House 
voted 71 to 30 to let descendants of 
Confederate Civil War veterans have 
special license plates with the flag. 

The bill now goes to the Senate, 
where Democrats are in control and 
where it is expected to be defeated. 

Texas Executes Man 
In Killing of Youths 

HUNTSVILLE, texas, April 3 
(AP) — An execution was carried 
out today on man who had been con­
victed in the 1982 torture killings of 
two teen-agers whose throats were 
slashed in a murder-for-hire scheme. 

The inmate, David Spence, 40, was 
put to death by injection for the kill­
ings of Jill Montgomery, 17, and Ken­
neth Franks, 18. Mr. Spence afid two 
accomplices were accused of killing 
the two and Raylene Rice, 17, on July 
13,1982. 

Muneer Mohammad Deeb was con­
victed of planning the scheme and 
was sentenced to death but on a retri­
al was acquitted in 1993. He was 
accused of hiring Mr. Spence to kill a . 
former girlfriend. Investigators sus­
pected Mr. Spence of assuming that 
Miss Montgomery was Mr.. Deeb's 
girlfriend, then killed the other two. 
, His accomplices, Anthony Melen-
dez and his brother, Gilbert, pleaded 
guilty. Anthony Melendez was sen­
tenced to 99 years in prison, and his 
brother received a life sentence. 

SbcMu jjorkSimcs 
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. . WASHINGTON, April 3 - The Federal 
Communications Commission formally be­
gan the transition to digital, high-definition 
television today — a change-over that will, 
inijtime, affect virtually every American 
hojusehold.-
• Ending more than a'year of bitter de­
bate, the commission voted to lend each of 
the nation's nearly 1,600 television stations 
a second channel to broadcast digital ver­
sions of. the programming that now ap­
pears only on conventional channels. 
. Ultimately, the introduction of digital 
television will render obsolete all 240 mil­
lion television sets now in use across the 
country, since under the commission's or­
der the television signals they now receive 

will no longer be broadcast after 2006. That 
means every consumer will most likely 
have to buy a new digital set by then to 
continue watching television. These sets 
are expected to go on sale late next year. 

The commission today gave television 
stations a rapid schedule to. begin broad-

.. casting on their new digital channels. 
Under the F.C.C.. rule, 53 percent of 

households will be, able to receive digital, 
high-definition programming on at. least 
three television stations by the end of 1999. 

Digital television will offer super-sharp, 
high-definition pictures -on a new, wide 
screen, as well as six-channel, digital audio 
systems. Since the transmissions are digi-

.tal, the new television sets will take on 
many of the characteristics of a'computer, 
providing interactivity with broadcasters 
and cable operators, as well as a range of 

digital services that are only now being 
devised. For that reason, the computer 
industry plans to get into the television 
market "and begin selling large-screen 
products they are calling PC theaters. 

The first sets from television manufac­
turers will be large-screen home-theater 
models that cost at least $2,000! Many will 
be far more expensive. But manufacturers 
say that prices will fall rapidly as mass 
production begins; smaller, cheaper sets, 

they say, are expected to go on sale a year 
or two later. When the first of them go on 
sale next year, "HDTV sets will be the 
highly sought- after gift of the 1998 holiday 
ŝ jason," Gary Shapiro, president of the 
Consumer Electronics Manufacturers-As-
scicia'tion, predicted. . , 

}At first, and perhaps for a good number 
ofi years, the new digital programming will 
be available primarily to people who re­
ceive their television signals on antennas 
— not cable hookups. Even though the 
Supreme Court ruled this week that cable 
companies are required to carry local 
broadcast-television channels, it is not at 
all clear that the ruling applies to the new 
digital- channels. 

About half the nation's television sets are 

connected to a cable system, ahd the 
F.CiC. intends tq draft a rule answer­
ing this question sometime in the 
next year. In the meantime, cable 
companies are buying new digital 
systems that will allow them to offer 
a larger number of channels. But 

. digital signals can be of any resolu­
tion, and little, if any, of the equip­
ment the cable industry is purchas­
ing is capable of transmitting high-
defiriition programming. "Nobody's 
even talking about high definition," a 
cable-industry official said. 

At the same time, direct-rbroadcast 
satellite dishes, now used at about 
eight million homes, already receive 
digital programming, and that can 
easily be shown on the new digital 
television sets. But the satellite in­
dustry has announced no plans to 
offer high-definition programming. 

High-definition signals are more 
complex, so they require more band­
width. As a result, satellite systems 
would have to reduce the number of 
channels, they offer to provide high-
definition programming. 

Many broadcasters are more opti­
mistic about high-definition televi­
sion. "Eighteen months from now, 
we will bring network television in 
high definition to the nation," Mi­
chael Sherlock, an executive vice 
president of NBC, said tonight. 

Robert C. Wright, NBC's .presi­
dent, said, "Broadcasters have been 
waiting for this day for 10 years." 

With a monopoly on high-definition 
: piogramming in the early years, at 
\ least, broadcasters think they may 

oe able to take some customefs away" 
from cable companies and prompt 
them to hook antennas to their televi­
sion sets. ' 

"This new high-definition pro-' 
gramming is so superior that this 
premise may, hold true for broad­
casters," said Eddie Fritts, presi­
dent of the National Association of 
Broadcasters. 

in the early years at least, the new 
television sets will be capable of re­
ceiving both digital signals and the 
conventional signals broadcast now. 

The awarding of second channel̂ , 
to television broadcasters has been 
controversial. A variety of Govern­
ment officials and consuiiier groups 
haye called the plan an unconsciona­
ble giveaway, since in the last few 
years other industries have had to 
buy new space on the " airwaves, 
spending billions of dollars. 

As he was running for President 
last year, Senator Bob Dole called 
the plan "a big, big corporate wel­
fare project." Even the F.C.C.'s 
chairman, Reed E. Hundt, who voted 
to approve the new rule today, once 
called the second-channel plan "the 
biggest single gift of public property 
to any industry in this century." 

But broadcasters said they could 
not make the transition to digital 
broadcasting without the loan of a 
second channel, and their arguments 
held sway. Last summer the leaders 
of the Sendte and the House, as well 
as President Clinton, directed the 

" F.C.C. to go ahead with the second-
channel awards. But to meet the-
opponents' concerns, the commis­
sion stipulated today that broadcast-

^sjyould have to meet certain pub­
lic-interest obligations in exchange 
for this second channels. The exact 
nature of those is to be determined 
later. 

Even with the second-channel 
awards today, the commission held 

. back Channels 60 to 69; none of the 
new digital channels were placed 
there. The Government plans to al­
low police and fire departments to 
use some of that spectrum; the rest 
will be auctioned soon. 

When the transition period ends, in 
2006, all the television stations now 
on the air are to be shut down. Those 
channels will be turned over to the 
Government and auctioned. 

Mr. Hundt and another commis­
sioner, Susan Ness, pushed the indus­
try to get digital programming oh 

, the air more quickly than they had 
! intended so the transition could be 
completed in eight years. And if the 
public likes digital television, " I 
don't think it will even be an issue 
any more in 2006," Mr. Hundt said. 
"It will be like saying we 'need to 
make provisions for people who have 
Betamax VCR's:" 

In any case, the Government may 
later choose to extend the transition 
period. At the end of the transition, 
digital-converter boxes will probably 
be put on the market for people who 
do not want to buy digital television 
sets. 

But since the new sets and the 
programs on them will be wide, in 
the shape of a movie screen, if played 
through a converter onto a conven­
tional TV, the picture would have to 
be "letter boxed," with wide black 
strips at the top and bottom of the 
screen. 
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153 Hepati�is :c�ses A,.re _Traced. 
To Imported Frozen ·strawberries

. ·A\ By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN 

. ' 

, WASHING TON, April 2 :- Straw- .. The. food processor andFederal , .
berries imported from Mexico and health officials told distributors to . . · · . . · . . _ 
p·rocessed in California haye caused_, destroy any. remaining s�_raw�e�ri.e_s -.. -The contamination could have oc-· , 153 cases .of he atiti · infection . from the lots implicated _in the M1�h1- _ curred at any of. a number of step�, ,· among: c oo c 1 _dren and teachers_ gan outbrealt But Dr. Mtchae! Fried• from the fields where they were, in _Michigan, Federal health officials man,: �he_ F.D.A.'� I?r�ncipal deputy grown to the .time they were ser-ved,said here today.. · · comm1ss1oner, sai d his agencr had said Dr. David Satcher, the head of, Thousands more children. i_n five '. yet to determine what proportion of· . the centers .for Disease Control and '. other states, Arizona, California, ' the original shipment re111ained: . Prevention in ', Atlanta. ,. But Dr: _ . Georgia;· Io�a and Tennesse_e, �ay H

1
epatitis A. is gen�r�ly m1l_d�r · Satcher said that preliminary epide-also be at nsk,. and they ar� bemg than other .types of �1ral .hepa,tit1s. miologic investigations seemed · to .. advisei:J to get gamrpa gh;,bulm shots . Hepatitis A can cause fever, fatigue, have ruled out food handling at tl)e •10 help prevent the viral' liver �I-·. loss · of appetite, nausea,, abdopi�al schools in. Michigan. · ·' · · 

ment, _which generally causes a·mlld pain, and dark urine. lnflamm_at1on . Matt. Kramer, a spokesman for .
illness, _ the health officials said at a of _the liver can �ause the e�es and · Epitope, said the company's straw­news. conference. · . skm to turn yellow from a buildup of · berry processing regimen included .· "fhe officials· sought to. reassure · bile pigments. The · illness �sually washing; slicing, sorting, packaging
the public about any con�ern ov_er- lasts about one to two weeks, but 1t · with sugar, blast-freezing , ilfld the ri�k -of contracting hepatitis, m- can be longer in severe cases. Death putting · them fa cold storage: Thefec_tiot from strawberries, saying occurs in about one in 1,000 cas�s. , company follows Federal processingthat $ other clusters of cases _ had The virus is .often transmitted regulations but will review its pro-

been
*

' und ariifth
_
ai fresh strawber- orally from contamination of f

.·
ood cedure once· the £Urre�t problem· is

ries re not in:iplicated. The source _ and water through hum,an _waste. solved, �r. Kramer said.
··of · th contaminatio� is not yet' Symptoms ,can. develop f_rorn two to Dr. David R. John�n_. chief medi-

knowli'; . . . . . . · . . . six weeks after. exposure Jo the virus, . ca_l officer of-the _ M1ch1gan D�pa�-
T,he: contaminated strawberries and usµally occur within 30 days. The · ment of Community Health, ·said h1_�

were_ served as part. of the school infection occurs worldwide. About state'�_ftrsrknowledge of the_hepau­
, lunct) program conducted_ .by the one-thitd ·of · Americans have been · tis problem came s�veral weeks ago
United States Department of Agri- infected with the virus, but many when officials were notified of an
culture. Iriclusion •. of forei�n food never knew they had. it b�cause they outbreak at schoo.ls in Calh�un Coun­
products m the school lunch progr,am . may have had no symptqms. .·ty, · a mos_tlY_: rural are� m south·.
is illegal. All suppliers are required There.is no test to detect hepatitis· central M1ch1gan. Addmonal cases·.

, �o certify _in writing that the produ�t A in food. nie only other 'outbreak of ha�e been.detected i� S_aginaw Coun­
_1s domestic, and a false s_tatement 1.s hepatitis A from frozen strawberries _ ty m east-central _M1�h1g�. ·. . . 

a cnmmal offense. punishable by up was reponed in ·l990, Dr. Broome · · 0� Ma�ch 24, M1ch1gan �nv1ted ep1-
. rn five years, in prison .and substan- said. , · dem1olog1sts · from . �e d1s�as�-con-

t1al fmes. . . , . . _ · Gamma globulin, which is pre- trol centers to help mvest1gate the ,
• The strawberries were frozen and pared' from human blood, can be outbre� .. Three days later, the cen- ,
processed by the Andrew & William- · injected to ·help· prevent illness if te�s. not1f!ed the Food 8:"d Drug Ad­
son Sale� �omp�y · �f s� . �iego; , given before exposure to the hepati- m1mstration and _Agn�ulture , De­
he�th offlc1als said. It 1s a d1v1s1on of . · tis A virus or within 14 days after- - pa!'fment· of a possible lin!t bE:tween
,Epttope of Beaverton, Ore. ·Soon af. ward; The gamma globulin is•pooled. the cases and_ strawbernes m _the

. �Federal offici:U� said the Agricul- .from many donors so that antibodies . school lunch program. oi:i �arch 27,
ture Department s inspector general that are naturally produced to pro- th� _food agency called Andrew &
would investigate how the company tect against infection can be used. · W!lhamsoµ, sen� agents to the pre­
�ad sold fore1�n produce as �o�es- . The immunity offer:ed _by gamma m!ses on _the March 28 �d deter-

. uc, Ep1top: said An�r_ew & W1lhalll- globulin is short-lived. Immunization · m�ned that the st�av.:ber�es were ,s�n had_ mislabeled _so�e strawber- . witll th� hepatitis A vaccine _is nee<!• shipped for bulk d1stri�ut1on to the 
nes. Ep1to�e als_o said 1t had accept- . ed to provide long-term protection: school _lunch pro�rams m_pece1!1ber,
ed. the res1gnat1o_n of. Fred L.. Wil- Because aroma. globulin is \in Dr: Fn�dman said m-a� mt�_rv1e:"'· ·
harn_son, ,the president and chief ex- short supply� it is being recommend- · Late last. Friday, ep1derm�log1sts.ecuuve ?f Andrew & Williamson. ed onl for those who were known to from.the centers �ompletec:1 two stud• . Andrew & W1lhamson , received . in es?strawtierries from ·the 13 lots 1es, one among children �nd the other
and processed at least .one million th

g . 1. at d . the Mi·ch· i·gan among teachers. Prehmmary analy-- • . . · •· at were imp 1c e m · f h d' f d th t " pie p9unds of stra�berries on three days outbreak and also shipped to CaHfor- .. �1_s Q.�;. e��\1- ies ou� . a peo 
m 1996-:- Apnl 19! M�y 7.and �. the nfa, Dr. Broome said. Dr. Friedman· who ate the_strawbemes were 5.t� 10

· .said-the F.D.A. believed that there times more likely to get hepattus
· .-,--Continued on Paee AlB_.,column l w · mma globulin avail- than . people who did not. eat .the 

able to m t the n strawberries," Dr. Miriam. Alter, a
ected p:y. · U!e �rawberry_ o�tbre�. hepatiti� expert at the centei:s,' said: 

C61)linued F_rom Page Al 
-i But a comphcaung factor JS m trymg in an •interview. Food and Drug Administration s·aid· to re'ach the families, that are on The magnitude of the stadstical. · · . and _ l�ss than half that am·ountwent· · spring break.. . . link was consider�d · strong, · Dr.to the school lunch program. · · · · · In •. Los An eles, health offi ·

Satch�r said: . -- --- •
. 
· -·.. Dr. ClaireBroome,.d_ eputy· direc- 1 t' m a g o· u11·n shots to · . P an ° O el'. ga m 

. · · on f riday night; the centers called tor_ of the Federal· Centers for Dis- the �.ooo _students and t�a�hers who 
. h 1 h

. 
ft· . 1 ·n the six states toease Control 'and Prevention, said in · . may have been expose� m schools . . ea t O tcta s 1 

· . . an interview_ that in its weekly report there. School and health officials de- · 1,nform the� of._ the res�lts, and on.
�e agency· planned to ·advise· state terrnined that strawberries. were in� _Saturday followed up with an. e�ec-
and loc<!I health officials · tci .search eluded in fruit cups that:were served . t�onic message, I>r. :Broome sa1d.-?n 
for cases· of hepatitis 'A _tha_t might.; from March 25 to 28 ·in �8 Los �nge- Tuesday in Iowa, the state education · · 
have escaped det�ction or reporting · '. \es· public schools, . · . .. department as���ed apQ_u_t_§0 work- .m recent months, and to· investigate · Although the strawberries were ers to call and alert school' districts. any possible link to frozen strawber- known to be imported from Mexic�. abotit the· problem W.ith_ the tainted .ries. . ' 

the so�rce of the contammation I? strawberries.
1'· 

· · not known. ·, . Tom Womack, a spokesman for . In Mexii;:o, Israel Camacho; Ass1�t- the Tennessee -Department of· Agri- . . ant _Secretary of Agn�ul_ture for BaJa cuiture, said the suspect \ots were. <;:ahforma State; where the strawber- .d·. .
b t d .. n a ls-county area ·ries were-grown, said he did not think 1stn u_ e .. 1 . . . 

irrigation water was the sou_rce of . around·Chattanoog!l.
the contamination, The · Assodat�d 
Press reported. _,;It i_s· more likely
that the strawberries were contami-

. nated, i( they were C()ntaminated, .: 
·during ,processing and packing rath- .
er than during_ cultivation;''. he said .



MEMOS TO CLINTON 
KEPT HIM 

ON FUND-RAISING 
HE OFFERED SUGGESTIONS 

Documents Provide Details-of 
White House Coordination 

ft 
in Party's Activities 

By ALISON MITCHELL 
WASHINGTON, April 2 — Presi­

dent Clinton and Vice President Al 
Gore received a constant stream of 
memorandums providing them the 
most minute details of the Demo­
cratic Party's fund-raising in 1996, 

\ including, monthly.dollar tallies and 
projected-sums to be raised at scores 
of events, . White House coffees 
among them, according to docu­
ments released by the White House 

•j today. 
:.;. The documents add to a growing 

body of evidence that undercuts the 
• President's early efforts to draw a 
. distinction between his activities on 
'• behalf of hisown campaign and those 

of the party. 
The papers, from the files of Har­

old M. Ickes, former deputy White 
House chief of staff, show that the 
White House closely coordinated the 
fund-raising program of the Demo­
cratic National Committee. 
1 The documents provide an even 

. fuller portrait of the President's role 
' in the party's, fund-raising than 

memorandums obtained last month 
by The New York Times, which de­
scribed the fund-raising goals set by. 
the White House for Mr. Clinton's 
coffees with major contributors. 

The party's fund-raising is now 
under investigation by the Justice 
Department and Congressional com-

• mittees, and the hundreds of pages of 
memorandums released today were 
turned over to Congress several 
weeks ago. _ 

.Among the documents are three 
, memos, sent to both Mr. Clinton and 

Mr. Gore, showing that an appear­
ance by the Vice President at an 
event set for last April 29 in Los 
Angeles was projected to raise 
$250,000. • . : 

When it was. first disclosed last fall 
that Mr. Gore attended a fund-rais­
ing luncheon that day at a Buddhist 
temple in the Los Angeles area; he 
said he had thought it, was a "com­
munity event" and not a fund-raiser. 
Later, he said he had known he was 

, addressing a group that made contri-. 

Continued on Page A20, Column J 
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had not known that the luncheon it-, 
self was intended to raise money. 
: Joe Lockhart, a spokesman for the 
Vice President, said today that at one 
foint the Democratic National Corh-
nittee had planned for April 29 â  
•Idifferent and separate fund-raiser"' 
from the temple event but that "at 
some point in the process"- this other 
fund-raiser was dropped, 

"As we said before," Mr. Lockhart 
said of the luncheon at the temple; 
"the Vice President didn't believe 
this was a fund-raiser but knew it 
was a finance-related event and in 
retrospect that it was a mistake to 
•attend." 

The memos show that Mr. Ickes 
kept Mr. Clinton and Mr. Gore up to 
dale-on I lie oulcome of weekly fund-
raising strategy, sessions, between 
White House and Democratic offi­
cials. Some show that the President 
himself occasionally checked off 
matters of interest or offered sug: 

gestions. - s 

At one point in late 1996, for exam­
ple, Mr. Clinton advised that the par­
ty's direct-mail solicitations should 
explain .the problem that the Demo­
crats were having raising donations 
because of the legal limits on contri­
butions that could be spent directly 
on individual candidates. 

" I think.we can do better w/.mail if 
we have the . right message," Mr. 
Clinton wrote, adding that this in­
cluded "the federal $ prob." 

On another-document, in October 
1996, which projected the debt that 
the Democratic committee was like­
ly to face after the election and rec­
ommended that the committee budg­
et $1 million for potential, fines, Mr. 
Clinton wrote, "Ugh." 

In a memo to Mr, Clinton and Mr. 
Gore in February 1996, Mr. Ickes 
wrote, "The fund-raising needs for 
the D.N.C. will require a very sub­
stantial commitment of time from 
the President, the Vice President, the 
First Lady and Mrs. Gore." The 
phrase "very substantial" was un­
derlined. 

Several documents - suggest that 
the White House or the party envi­
sioned using access to Mr. Clinton as 
a fund-raising tool as early as 1994. 

One document, dated June 27,1995, 
comparing . the committee's .fund-
raising in 1995 with that of the previ­
ous year, referred to eight break­
fasts with the President that were 
planned in 1994 to raise more than 
$1.3 million for "health care"— pre­
sumably a Democratic advertising 
campaign to promote the President's 
proposal for a national health care 
overhaul. Officials of both the White 
House and the Democratic National 
Committee said today that they did 
not know whether those breakfasts 
had ever taken place. 

Like a previous set of Mr. Ickes's 
documents made public by the White 
House, these were heavily censored. 
Lanny J. Davis, special White House 
counsel, said some of the material 
had been held back by Mr. Ickes's 
lawyers on the ground that it had not 
been requested by Congress. Other 
sections were blanked out, Mr. Davis 
said, because of claims of confidenti­
ality made by lawyers for the party, 
who consider much of it proprietary 

' information. - • 
• All in all, the documents convey a 
tone of urgency and even desperation 
as Mr. Clinton's aides sought to pile 
event upon event in 1995 and 1996 to 
meet ambitious goals. They also 

- show that in addition to the President 
and the Vice President, senior mem-
bers of the White House staff were 
kept informed of the fund-raising. 
Those Who received the memos in­
cluded Leon E. Panetta, then the 
White House chief of staff; Margaret 
A. Williams, chief of staff to Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, and Ron Klain, Mr. 
Gore's senior aide. • 

In November 1995, with efforts to 
raise money to pay fpr the party's 
television advertisements N falling 
short, Mr. Ickes relayed to the Presi-
dent the recommendaiî r.of Demo­
cratic officials that Mr.' Clinton, Mr. 
Gore and'the First Lady all make 
telephone solicitations. Mr, Ickes 
said the only way tp raise $1.2 million 
quickly would be for the President to 
make .approximately 20 calls, the 
Vice President 15 calls and Mrs. Clin­
ton about. 10 calls. 

Asked today whether Mrs. Clinton, 
had made such calls, Mr. Davis said' 
that "as far as we know, she did not.'/ 

Mr. Clinton has said he does not 
remember making such calls at that 
lime. Mr. Gore has acknowledged 
making fund-raising calls on a few 
occasions, including some from his 
office in December 1995. 

A document setting out a list of 
fund-raising, events . for June 1996 
projected; that Mr. Clinton would 
raise $100,000 merely through a "NY 
conference call." Amy Weiss Tobe, a 
spokeswoman for the party, said to­
day that this call was to have been a 
thank you to members of a fund-
raising .event's steering committee 
but that it had never been made. 

The documents show that,, as was 
disclosed several weeks ago, the cof­
fees Mr. Clinton held at the White 
House with prospective donors were 
routinely budgeted to raise $400,000. 
In one instance, Mr, Ickes received a 
list showing that those at two June 

' 1996 coffees with the President had 
each raised or donated between 
$50J)00.and $100,000. Names of a few 
donors carried iasterisks, to denote 
that "contributions are in install­
ments." 

The President's aides have repeat­
edly tried to distinguish these White 
House coffees from other fund-rais­
ers, saying that they had no specific 
price tag and that no money was 

i solicited at the events themselves. 
Mr. Davis said once again today that 

i .no one had been required to write a 
: check in order to attend the coffees. 

" I am not denying that the purpose 
' of these events was support and fi­
nancial support with a goal that was 

• going to be met," he said, adding that 
"it is not illegal" for the coffees to 
have had fund-raising goals. 

,. Mr Davis said the documents por­
trayed a President trying to stay 
competitive with a Republican Party 
that was outspending the Democrats. 

"At the end of the day," he said, 
"there is neither anything inappro­
priate or particularly unusual about 
a White House, during an election 
year engaged in that kind of legal 
and appropriate activity." 

One memo at the Democratic Na-
tionaf Committee," written by Joe 
Sandler and Neil Reiff, both officials 
there, and marked "privileged and 
confidential," discussed whether the 
Democrats could make contributions 
to tax-exempt, nonpartisan voter 
registration groups. 

" I would strongly recommend that, 
if we pursue this course only a lim­
ited amount of funds be used for such 
grants as the D.N.C. has done in the 
past," it said, recommending that 
the amounts be kept in/the range of 
$500,000 to avoid close scrutiny from 
eitherthe Federal Election Commis­
sion or the Internal Revenue Service. 

"Grants of amounts much larger 
wouid risk drawing public, press and 
F.E.C. and/br I.R.S. attention," the 
memo said.. 1 

Mr. Sandler, the counsel for the 
Democratic committee, said today 
that the memo had referred to a. 
"perennial question" that arose in 
election cycles and that he did not 
know how much the committee gave 
to such organizations that year. Both 
parties have made donations to tax-

• exempt groups. 
Other memos show that the party 

directed some donors to give contri­
butions directly to state Democratic 
committees. Such donors included 

. two tobacco companies — Philip 
Morris arid R. J. Reynolds. — even 
though Mr. Clinton at the .time was 
planning a campaign against tobac­
co sales to minors. • . ~ 

Even .after the White House re­
leased today's documents, preoccu­
pation with party fund-raising did 
not diminish. The election left the 
Democrats heavily in debt, and to­
night Mr. Clinton was the star attrac­
tion at a dinner that -was to raise 
$750,000. 
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PoDy: Abducted, 
killed in 1993 

Stepsister begs jurors 
to spare Klaas9 killer 

Lawyers trying to save Richard 
Davis, 42, from the death penalty in 
the slaying of lZ-year-old Polly Haas 
rested their case Thursday in a San 
Jose, Calit, courtroom. The case 
sparked a national drive for get-
tough-on-crime laws, particularly 
against previous violent offenders 
like Davis, who had been sentenced 
to 16 years in prison but got out in 
eight His stepsister, Brenda Kidd, 
begged jurors to spare the habitual 
criminal's life. " I love him," she said. 
"I'm a Christian and I feel that Rick 
can change." Davis was convicted 

June 18 of the 1993 abduction and murder of Polly from a 
slumber party at her Petaluma home. Jurors must decide 
whether Davis1 penalty should be death or life in prison. 
Deliberations could begin next week. 

BAD BERRIES: Raspberries from Guatemala are the 
probable carrier of the Cyclospora outbreak that has sick­
ened almost 1,000 people in the USA and Canada, the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and Prevention said. It's still un­
clear how the one-celled parasite — which can cause 
diarrhea, vomiting, weight loss, fatigue and muscle aches 
—got on the berries. The news came too late for frustrated 
California strawberry growers, whose crap Texas officials 
had named as a suspected source of infection, prompting 
$20 million in losses over the past four weeks. 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH: Scientists at the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center have performed the first human 
gene therapy to treat rheumatoid arthritis. Doctors injected 
a gene that produces an inflammation-blocking hormone 
into the knuckles of a patient with severe arthritis in hopes 
it would produce the anti-arthritis chemical The procedure 
wont help the patient — she is scheduled to have her ar-
thritis-crippled knuckles removed Wednesday and new, ar­
tificial joints Implanted — but doctors will examine tissue 
from the hand to see if the gene therapy worked and if the 
body is produdng the arthritis-blocking hormone. 

DENVER AIRPORT: The control tower at problem-
plagued Denver International Airport was operating on 
emergency generator power, almost a week after power 
surges knocked out electricity. The FAA says a surge cut 
power for 66 minutes last Friday, leaving the tower without 
communication and delaying 32 flights. Batteries that are 
supposed to take over during a power outage also failed. 
Controllers used cellular phones and hand-held radios until 
the generator kicked in. The $5 billion airport opened in 
Februaiy 1995,16 months late and $2.5 billion over budget 

Record rains drench the Midwest 

"•' By;Sco«Slmaiitt.D»lySouthlo««ivt«AP 

In Oriand Park, III.: Ruth Gentile is helped aboard an air-
boat after being stranded at home by a flood. Up to 17 
inches of rain fell on the Midwest in 36 hours. The Mis­
souri River along the Iowa-Nebraska border rose 6 feet 
in 24 hours. TTiousands of Chicago-area homes were 
flooded. Gov. Jim Edgar declared 13 eoahties disaster 
areas and said damage could reach hundreds Of mil­
lions of dollars. More rain is possible todays-

EXECUTIONS: Tommie Smith, 42, was put to death by in­
jection in Indiana for the 1980 gunshot murder of Indianap­
olis Police Sgt Jack Ohiberg. The execution was delayed 
because a technician couldn't insert a needle into a vein in 
Smith's arm after trying 15 minutes. A physician then put it 
in a foot artery and the execution proceeded. In South Caro­
lina, Fred Kornahrens, 47, was to be executed today by in­
jection for the 1985 gunshot and stabbing murders of his ex-
wife, her father and her 10-year-old stepsoa 

ANTI-GANG MOM CONVICTED: Mary Thompson, 41, an 
anti-gang activist in Eugene, Ore., was convicted Wednes­
day of aggravated murder for arranging a gang-related kill- ; 

ing in 1994. She also was found guilty of hindering prosecu­
tion for lying to police and helping dispose of the gun that 
killed Aaron Iturra, 18. Once Thompson's friend, Iturra had 
told police her son pulled a knife" on a boy. Two teens have 
pleaded guilty to Iturra's murder. 

ALSO THURSDAY... 
• BIBLE CONTEST SLAYING: A Dadeville, Ala, man 

who was angry that he lost a Bible-quoting contest killed the 
man who bested hjm, police said. Gabel Taylor, 38, was shot 
once in the face. The name of the suspect was withheld. 

• EXTRADITION CLEARED: A U.S. Supreme Court 
justice rejected an appeal by Irish prison escapee James 
Smyth, clearing his extradition from San Francisco to 
Northern Ireland. Smyth, a Catholic and Irish nationalist 
was serving time for attempted murder when he and 38 
others escaped from the Maze prison near Belfast in 1983. 

• TOBACCO LAWSUIT: Connecticut filed a $1 billion 
lawsuit against the tobacco industry, joining at least nine 
other states seeking to recover taxes spent treating tobacco-
related illnesses. Attorney General Richard Blumenthal 
said Connecticut taxpayers spend $100. million on Medicaid 
alone to treat the diseases caused by tobacco. 

Little Maranda 'in good hands' 
A Macomb County, Mich, judge 

hearing the second trial of a custody 
fight over Maranda Ireland Smith, 5, 
met with the child and said "she 
seems to be in pretty good hands." 
The hearing is continuing. 

The case — pitting Maranda's fa­
ther, Steven Smith, against her moth­
er, Jennifer Ireland—drew national 
attention when a judge in 1994 
awarded custody to Smith because 
his mother would care for Maranda, 
whereas Ireland put the girl in day 
care. The judge said Maranda was 
better off with ''blood relatives" rath­

er than "strangers.", 
The Michigan Supreme Court ordered a new trial, saying 

Ireland's use of day care while attending the University of 
Michigan was not pertinent to deciding the girl's custody. 
The court also ordered that a different judge hear the case. 

Written by Paul Leavitt Contributing: Adam Weintraub, 
Angela Townsend and Shannon Thngonan. 
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Ireland: Put daugh­
ter in day care 



Severe Food Poisoning Sweeps Japan 
8,200 HI, 5 Dead Nationwide; Several Sources Suspected 

By Mary Jordan 
WMtiDgtoo Post Foreign Sonoe 

SAKAI, Japan, July 22—Swimming pools 
are boarded up and playgrounds are empty. 
Anxious parents keep children—those who are 
not hoepitaKzed—inside and away from others. 
Nervous restaurant owners bofl everything, 
even melons. A small plane equipped with 
loudspeakers flies low, warning citizens to 
trash up. 

Japan is in the midst of its worst outbreak of 
food poisoning in recent years, with five dead 
and more than 8,200 sickened, the national 
Health Ministry said today. The outbreak has 
spread to 32 prefectures and to almost every 
regioD except the northern island of Hokkaido. 

Mae than 6,100 of the m live here in Sakai, 
an industrial dty across Osaka Bay from Kobe. 

Most of the sick are children, including 600 
who remain hospitalized. Two young girls— 
one with a cerebral hemorrhage and another 
with a damaged heart—are struggling to live. 

Doctors believe virtually all those poisoned 
were infected by a strain of E. coli bacteria 
called 0157, and many appear to have con­
tracted it from something in their school 
lunches. 

Atsuka Tsuge, 7, never likes her school 
lunches anyway, especially because teachers 
force students to eat every bite. Now, after 
five days in the hospital with severe pain and 
fever, the little girl, wearing a glittery head­
band and clutching a favorite book about a pig 
that went shopping, does not want to spend an­
other hour in a hospital overflowing with sick 
children. 

S«eJAPAN,A14.CoL2 
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The anger and anxiety over what 
has happened is in every comer of 

• this city," said her mother, Michiyo 
Tsuge, who sat beside her daughter 
at Sakai City Hospital awaiting the 
latest blood test. "Nobody can relax. 
We don't know where this came 
from, and we don't know how to stop 
it." 

Health officials ordered schools in 
the hardest hit areas today to test 
their water supply for 0157. They 
also ordered food preparers, includ­
ing those who make school lunches, 
to preserve leftovers for two weeks 
to help epidemiologists track the 
source of bacteria. A task force, 
based in Sakai's city hall, is coordi­
nating efforts nationwide. It has es­
tablished an emergency hotline, and 

. 500,000 leaflets are being distribut­
ed warning area residents to take 
precautionary/measures. In a coun­
try where meat is often eaten raw, 
people are being warned to cook ev­
erything, including meat, at high 
temperatures. 

The first cases, of poisoning 
showed up in May in Okayama Pre­
fecture in southwestern Japan, caus­
ing the death of two children. On Ju­
ly 11, Atsuka and other children 
started showing up at the hospitals . 
here curled up in pain, with fever, 
vomiting and, in theVorst cases, 
kidney failure. Ten days later,, fcity 
officials still are not sure what 
caused the epidemic. 

Raw eel in sushi was first suspect­
ed and still has not been ruled out, 
because many of the children who 
were rushed to hospitals ate it at 
school. But doctors announced Sun­
day that in one case south of Tokyo 
they believe a boy was poisoned by 
eating six slices of raw beef liver, a 
local delicacy. Authorities now spec­
ulate that there may be several 
causes of the poisonings. 

There are hundreds of strains of 
E. coli, most of which live in the in­
testines of animals and usually pose 
no threat to humans. In fact, E. coli 

bacteria are commonly found in the 
human intestinal tract and serve to 
ward off other, more harmful bacter­
ia. ' ':• 

But the strain known', as 0157, 
first discovered in humans in 1982, 
is particularly virulent. It can dam­
age the lining of the intestine, cause 
bloody diarrhea, kidney damage and, 
in the severest cases, death. 

0157 was the culprit in an out­
break of food poisoning in the U.S. 
Northwest in 1993, in which four 
children died and more than 600 be­
came ill after eating undercooked 
hamburger at Jack in the Box restau­
rants. At least 25 Americans have 
died from 0157 poisoning since 
1982 in outbreaks from Maine to 
New Mexico. 

The outbreak is especially dis­

turbing to public health specialists 
because the infection can be trans­
mitted from one person to another. 
It can spread from one infected child 
to an entire preschool or day-care 
center through fecal contamination; 
two of the children who died in the 
Jack in the Box incident had not eat­
en at the restaurant, but contracted 
the illness after playing with children 
who had. 

President Clinton announced new 
national meat and poultry inspection 

practices this month that are de­
signed to detect contamination with 
E. coli and other bacteria before 
meat reaches the supermarket 

In Japan, slaughterhouse inspec­
tions are carried out by local govern­
ment employees who visually inspect 
the meat. No government inspec­
tions are required in processing 
plants where meat is cut and pack­
aged for sale. Atsushi Oda, an official 
in the Ministry of Health and Wel­
fare, said the government is consid­

ering more stringent inspection reg­
ulations because of the current out­
break. 

As children get sicker in Sakai, a 
port city known for its role in per­
fecting the traditional Japanese tea 
ceremony, parents are getting angri­
er at city officials. One month before 
the outbreak here, food handlers at 
the school had warned that because 
of the food poisoning in'other parts 
of the country, perhaps all fodd 
should be cooked. But the menu was 
already set for July, and no changes 
were made. 

Now 27 school children are in 
critical Condition, many on kidney di­
alysis machines and so ill that even if 
they survive, they are expected to 
suffer lifelong health problems. 

Because Sakai health officials are 
still speculating on the source of the 
contamination and on precisely how 
infecteid children are passing it to 
others, rumors have taken over the 
city. 

"It was probably American ham­
burger" or beef from British cows; 
with "mad cow disease," said Michi­
yo Kawabata, 51, as she shopped at 
Itoyokado, a downtown supermarket 
that is finding it hard to keep anti­
bacterial soap and other cleaning 
supplies stocked. 

While popular sushi shops wert 
empty as people avoided r?w fislv 
and dty trucks blared warnings to 
cook all food at high temperatures*, 
parents at Sakai City Hospital and 
other clinics that are jammed with 
ailing children had it worst of all. „ 

"People are angry," said Yuld Mi-
zutani, who accompanied her son Fu-
toshi, 10, to the hospital when he 
complained of stomach cramps. Five 
of his friends from school are sick. 
Now all of them have, been told to 
remain as still as possible to avoid 
putting stress on their kidneys. 
That's not so easy for a lO-year-old, 
said his mother, adding that she 
could not imagine the grief of par­
ents whose children were even sick­
er. 
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