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THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 1996 

F.D.A. Is Urged to End Pentagon Waiver on Experimental Drugs 
.<<*.WASHINGTON, May 7 (AP) — 

Food-and Drug Administration 
£hould revoke the military's ability 
to give soldiers experimental drugs 
(Without their consent because of mis­
takes made during the Persian Gulf 
ijijar, consumer and veterans' groups 
jsald today. 
,-^Dr. Sidney Wolfe of the consumer 
advocacy group Public Citizen said 
Jfje Defense Department did not tell 
the agency that an experimental 
d̂riig given to soldiers in the gulf war 

' iilght have hurt their chances of 
ŝurviving a nerve-gas attack. 

The military also violated an 
agreement with the F.D.A. that the 
soldiers would be told the drug pyri­
dostigmine bromide was experlmeh-
tal and would be monitored for side 
effects, Dr. Wolfe contended in a 
petition filed with the agency. 

Thousands of gulf war veterans 
say they /have suffered mysterious 
illnesses feince the conflict. Recent 
independent animal studies have 
suggested that pyridostigmine bro­
mide and insect repellents the sol­
diers used could have caused a toxic 
reaction that Is cited as one of the 

combination of symptoms that make 
up war syndrome. 

Charles Sheehan-Mlles of the Na­
tional Gulf War Resource Center, 
which joined the petition, said the 
troops needed the protection every 
American citizen is given. 

Federal law requires that Ameri­
cans be tullv Informed about an ex\ 
perimental drug before consenting to 
takejt^ But the F.D.A. waived that 
requirement in 1991 when the Penta­
gon said it did not have time to gain 
the consent of 600,000 troops headed ' 
for the gulf war. 

The agency is now considering 
-whether to make that waiver perma­
nent so soldiers can be given experi­
mental drugs quickly during any mil­
itary crisis. 

' In a statement, the Pentagon said 
today that it would continue to use 
the earlier waiver if an emergency 
arose before the agency settled the 
issue. But it defended its use of pyri-
dostimlgmine bromide. 

The Pentagon denied improperly 
collecting data for the F.D.A. but 
acknowledged, "It is likely that infor­
mation was not thoroughly dissemi­

nated to the Individual service mem-
. ber." 

Pyridostigmine bromide is not ap­
proved as a pretreatment against 
nerve gas, but the F.D.A. agreed to 
let soldiers take it based on Army 
animal studies showing It protected 
against certain types of gas. Had 
soldiers been gassed, they would 
have taken F.D.A.-approved anti­
dotes as well. 

But Iraq stockpiled another nerve 
agent, sarin, during the gulf war, and 
another Army animal study, which 
Dr. Wolfe sent the F.D.A. today, con­
cluded that pretreatment with pyri­
dostigmine bromide actually de­
creased the effectiveness of the two 

nerve-gas antidotes for sarin. 
The Army submitted the sarin 

study for publication In a journal on 
Feb. 11, 1991, Just weeks after the 
gulf war started — and a month after 
the F.D.A. agreed to let the military 
give soldiers. pyridostigmine bro­
mide without their consent. 

Dr. Wolfe contended that the Army 
knew the study's results as early as -
November 1990 and that the F.D.A. 
should have seen the data before 
making its decision. 
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10-State Swath ofthe West Will Soon Hit 75 M.P.H. 
. By JAMES BROOKE 

DENVER, May 7 — Eastern driv-
• ers mapping out routes for Western 
vacations this summer can plan on 
the shortest driving times in a gener­
ation. 

Over the next month, five states — 
Colorado, Idaho, Nebraska, New 
Mexico and Utah — will phase in 75-
mile-per-hour speed limits on rural 
Interstate highways. Five other 
states — Arizona, Montana, Nevada, 
South Dakota and Wyoming — re­
cently raised their flmitS, so the new 
additions will create a solid bloc of 10 
Western states where the speed limit 
will be at least 75 m.p.h. 

Moving (aster than desert road-
runners. Western legislatures raced 
to raise speed limits after President 
Clinton signed -legislation last No­
vember that abolished the 21-year-
old national maximum speed limit. 

Critics say accidents will soar as 
drivers cope with speed limits sharp­
ly higher than the 55 m.p.h. that was 
the rule less than a decade ago. 

As highway travel 
times drop, some 
wdrry about the 
casualty eount. 

While proponents argued that the 
higher speed limits would merely 
legalize existing driving speeds, 
highway patrol officers across the 
West report that they are issuing 
double and triple the volume of tick­
ets they once did as drivers test the 
new limits: Officers say they have 
eliminated the old "fudge factor," 
where they stopped only those driv­
ers going more than 10 miles an hour 
over the speed limit. And state legis­
latures have beefed up fines for 
speeding. 

To advocates of fast driving, to­
day's Westerners are recapturing a 
way of life their parents lost in 1974, 
when Washington braked drivers na­

tionwide in an effort to save gasoline 
after Arab oil-producing nations Im­
posed an embargo on tlie United 
States for supporting Israel in its 
October 1973 war with Egypt and 
Syria. 

Indeed, for six of the states', the 
new 75-m.p.h. speed limits simply 
mark a reversion to-the pre-197<t 
status quo. "This is the first step in 
devolution of power from Washing­
ton," said State Representative Ron 
May, a Republican who sponsored 
Colorado's new speed limit law. 

But this spring, with higher speed 
limits and gasoline prices at their 
highest levels in five years, fuel bills 
are likely to soar In the West. 

"Going 75 Instead of 55 results in 
an average 50 percent Increase in 
fuel consumption," said John M. De-
Cicco, senior research associate for 
the American Council for an Energy 
Efficient Economy, a nonprofit re-

1 search group In Washington. 
With great distances to travel. 

Westerners are particularly sensi­
tive about gasoline prices. Last year 
the average Wyoming resident spent 
$734 on gasoline — slightly more 
.than double the amount paid by the 
average resident of New York State 
or Washington, D.C, where distances 
are shorter and public transporta­
tion is widespread. 

With a small population scattered 
over wide-open spaces, Westerners 
regard fast driving as a qiiality-of-
life issue. 

"Going from 65 to 75 adds 110 
hours to my year," said Tom Polk, a. 
salesman operating out of Omahal 
who drives '50,000 miles a year to 
cover his seven-state territory. Not­
ing that some overnight road trips 
are now day trips, he added, "When 
you have a family, being home an 
extra three or four nights a month — 
that's a big deal." 

Ten years ago, It would take a 
Wyoming driver who obeyed Wash­
ington's 55-m.p.h. limit nearly six 
hours to drive the 322 miles separat­
ing Cheyenne and Sheridan. Today, 
at 75 m.p.h., that drive takes 4 hours 
and 20 minutes. 

In Montana, where new daytime 
speed limits carry no number and 
are defined simply as "reasonable 

Ellen Jaskol/Rocky Mountain News 

Colorado is joining other Western states in raising its speed limit, and 
that left Domingo Martinez with some new signs to tend to at the state 
Department of Transportation last month. He had to make 280 of them. 

and prudent," a driver last week 
could sail down Interstate 94, though 
the flat, empty eastern half of the 
state, with the cruise control set at 85 
m.p.h; and not worry about a speed­
ing ticket. 

Critics, Including Advocates for 
Highway and Auto Safety, a •group 
based in Washington, note that of the 
10 Western states with 75-m.p.h. lim­
its, eight, Including Montana, were on 
a Federal Department of Transpor­
tation list of the 10 states with the 
highest number of fatal crashes per 
hundred million miles traveled from 
1990 to 1994. The high number of 
fatalities was attributed largely to 
high speeds, low use of seat belts, and 
alcohol. 

Reflecting a regional undercur­
rent of apprehension, The Arizona 
Republic contributed .to the state de­
bate with a cartoon that depicted a 
smoking car wreck, overshadowed 
by a sign that read, "75 — the age 

you probably won't reach once they 
raise the speed limit." 

But, after six months of higher 
speed limits, there is little sign of 
Increased highway carnage In the 

^West's three pioneering states, Wyo­
ming, Montana and California. 

In Wyoming there were 26 traffic 
fatalities in the first four months of 
this year, compared with 34 In the 
same period last year. 

In Montana during the same peri­
od, there were 50 traffic fatalities 
this year and 49 last year. But In the 
first three months of this year, the 
Montana Highway Patrol investigat­
ed 2,703 accidents, 25 percent more 
than in the same period last year. 

California increased speed limits 
on some highway sections to 65 
m.p.hi on Dec. 17, and on other sec­
tions to 70 m.p.h. on Jan. 7. The total 
number of collisions increased 3 per­
cent and fatal crashes increased 13 
percent from Dec. 17 through the end 
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TOP STATE SPEED LIMITS 
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The Speed Belt 
Five states — Colorado, 
Idaho, Nebraska, 
New Mexico and 
Utah — are ex­
pected to phase 
in a 75-mile-an-
hour speed limit 
on rural interstates 
over the next 
month, creating a 
solid block of 10 
Western states with 
the higher limit; other 
western states have 
raised their limit to 70: Some 
states have lower limits for trucks and 
for all vehicles on urban interstates. 

•Montana's (op daytime limit is defined only as thai which is "reasonable and prudenl." 

of March, compared with the same 
period a year earlier, according to 
the California Highway Patrol. 

But analysis of the fatal accidents 
showed that alcohol-related crashes 
had increased by 44 percent, while 
crashes where unsafe speed was the 
primary factor had dropped by 15 
percent. 

Independent and government safe­
ty experts say results are too prelim­
inary and too subject to seasonal 
weather fluctuations to draw defini­
tive conclusions. 

Still, said Albert E. Goke, safety 
director for Montana's traffic de­
partment, "the doom and gloom that 
was predicted is not occurring." 

Votes In state legislatures this 
spring were lopsided In favor of high­
er limits. 

Fighting a rear-guard action in 
Colorado, safety advocates noted 
that 37 of Colorado's 100 state legis­
lators had received speeding tickets. 
The driver's license of Ray Powers, 
the Senate sponsor of the new speed 
limit bill, was revoked In the 1970's 

' because he had an excessive number 
of speeding tickets. 

The bill easily swept through both 
houses of the Colorado Legislature. 
Gov. Roy Romer signed it on April 25 
before television cameras in the sign 

The New York Times 

shop of the state Department of 
Transportation. Then he took off his 
coat and hand-stenciled Colorado's 
first 75-m.p.h. speed limit sign. 

In Nebraska, only 22 percent of 
people polled last December sup­
ported raising the speed limit to 75 
miles an hour. Nevertheless, the 
Legislature overwhelmingly ap­
proved the new limit, which will go 
into effect on June ,1. 

Preparing for an influx of summer 
tourists, state officials infthe West 
are stressing common sense and in­
dividual responsibility in advertising 
campaigns. 

In Montana, "reasonable and pru­
dent" speeds depend on a number of 
factors, like traffic conditions; road 
conditions, the car and the driver, 
said Mr. Goke, who stressed that 
Montana did not want to attract tour­
ists addicted to speeding. 

And two weeks ago in.Colorado, as 
Governor Romer washed the black 
Ink from his hands at the sign shop, 
Capt. Larry Tolar, spokesman for 
the state Highway Patrol, warned 
reporters, " I f you are traveling fast­
er than 75 miles an hour, the face you 
see in your rearview mirror won't be 
a friendly one." 
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