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President Clinton Announces new Measures to 
Reduce Foodborne Illness 

January xx, 1997 
DRAFT --

Announcement 
o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to 

help catch and respond to outbreaks of foodborne Illness 
earlier, and to give us the data we need to prevent future 
outbreaks. The Administration will: 
o increase the number of active food safety surveillance 

sites across tho country from 5 to 8; 
o equip these "seminal" sites and other state health 

departments with state-of-the-art technology, Including 
DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious agents and 
additional expert disease detectives to trace outbreaks 
to their source; 

o link the sites, othor state health departments, and 
Federal public health agencies electronically to allow 
rapid sharing of lab data including digitized 
fingerprinting data -- nationwide; and 

o at the seminal sites, investigate foodborne illnesses 
in depth to strengthen the scientific basis for our 
hazard prevention programs. 

o Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health 
and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency working with 
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public to 
identify new ways to advance food safety through government 
and private sector actions, including public-private 
partnerships. The President asked for recommendations In 90 
days. 

o Third, President Clinton announced ho will request $42 
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System, 
increase seafood safoty inspections, and expand food safety 
research and education. 

Background 
o Although America's food supply is unmatched In quality and 

quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by 
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foodborne mlcroorgenismg.jt^a many-ea Q.OOU Uuulliu UllJ^S 
mllllun lllnaaaea ea»h year eVo food rolatod, Impoalng an 
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o We face new challenges Involving food safety as we enter the 
2Ist Century. Novel pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones 
are growing resistant to treatment. Americans eat In 
restaurants more. And we eat more imported foods, some 
of which comes from across the globe overnight. These 
changes require strengthened systems of coordination, 
surveillance, prevention. Inspections, research, risk 
assessment and education. 

Building on Our Acoompllshments 
o President Clinton took e number of steps to modernize food 

safety programs In his first four years and prevent 
foodborne illnesses. 

r 

- 1 

The President put In place new sclgnce 
jdTmeat, 

Ssed, hazard 
prevention systems for seojpedfmeat, and poultry. In 1995, 

-Pf i iHsM OllntaftJeeuqd-Strong protections to ensure 
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced 
new rules - that begin to take effect next week « to 
modernize The nation's meat and poultry Inspection system 
for the first time In 90 years. The new Early Warning System 
will gather critical scientific data to further improve 
these prevention systems. 

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality 
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while 
strengthening health protections for all Americans, 
especially children. 
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to 
Reduce Foodborne Illness 

January xx, 1997 
— DRAFT — 

Announcement 
President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to help catch and 
respond to outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to give us the data we need 
to prevent future outbreaks. The Administration will: 

increase the number of active food safety surveillance sites across the country 
from 5 to 8; 
equip these "sentinel" sites and other state health departments with state-of-
the-art technology, including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious agents 
and additional expert disease detectives to trace outbreaks to their source; 
link the sites, other state health departments, and Federal public health agencies 
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data — including digitized 
fingerprinting data — nationwide; and 
at the sentinel sites, investigate foodborne illnesses in depth to strengthen the 
scientific basis for our hazard prevention programs. 

President Clinton announced he will request an increase of $42 million in his 
1998 budget for food safety to fund the Early Warning System ($11.5 million), 
increase seafood safety inspections, and expand food safety research, training and 
education. 

The President asked for further recommendations. He directed the Secretaries of 
Health and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency — working with consumers, producers, industry, 
states, and the public — to identify new ways to advance food safety through 
government and private sector actions, including public-private partnerships. The 
President asked for recommendations in 90 days. 

Background 
Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and quantity, we can do more 
to eliminate disease caused by foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths 
and 33 million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an estimated $3 billion i n -

We face new challenges involving food safety as we enter the 21st Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are growing resistant to treatment. Americans 
eat in restaurants more. And we eat more imported foods, some,of which comes from 
across the globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems of 
coordination, surveillance, prevention, inspections, research, risk assessment and 
education. 



Building on Our Accomplishments 
President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food safety programs in 
his first four years and prevent foodborne illnesses. 

The President put in place new science-based, hazard prevention systems for 
seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995, President Clinton issued strong protections to 
ensure seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced new rules — that 
begin to take effect next week — to modernize the nation's meat and poultry 
inspection system for the first time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System will 
gather critical scientific data to further improve these prevention systems. 

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality Protection Act — a 
comprehensive overall of our laws that regulate pesticides in food. The new law 
establishes a single, strong health-based standard, creates special safeguards for 
children, protects public health and safety by using the best science available, and, for 
the first time, provides Americans with the "right-to-know" about health risks from 
pesticides. 

Last August, President Clinton also signed a new safe drinking water law that 
strengthens protections to ensure that American families have clean, safe tap water to 
drink. 
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THK WHUE HOUSE V?' ^ vJ < X 
JANUARY 25,1997 J ^ y ^ 

Goodummitig. ^ < o » 

Tod^lTOpte^toanoow^ai i^ i i i sw^toW ^ C ^ v f t 
safety of ̂ 1 Americans—eaptta^nm-i^fa^ 

^ ' \ > / 
AWaaweek^mmyinangm^addtc^ItoIdtfacAnie^ VI 

yfea om-wskai mast be - to lead cpqnpyinto.fte 2,I,̂ xgBtot?i»itfa l3bc Americao Ifreain ^ 

people; w& America's brigttt fbnK^fiwfcmfflnnriiHfeig^ wodd. 

Ibdkvewwiflmalasi^ti»kvi$janbyd<^ 
great cfcan^; ̂  hokfcjg fct to onr endnring vafacs. CtotaljHi^ these is fhe belief that 
A ^ d c ^ are eatdfcd to dean air, safe feod, 
d « » v c ^ peace of mind ttoconrafiro 
tfaeh-dtflAxa isbsafe. 

l l a r s ^ I w a s s o o o p c a a e d b y ^ h a ^ 
Wesfim sftrtrathts^ A^jnicccdptaim^^ Q>K bactma reached 

cnilddied. 

Fm sure just about emy patent in America icmenAtE^^EQifi can di>. FOOT yeans 
agft nwofl̂  tragKfy s ta^ Innkheds 

HKIB'S simply ao occase fcrdnSL Thoagb America has the wbdd*s safest fi^ 

That's why my ajmnristraticml^m^ 
^AmeHca^Iagoedintolawl^slatio&toke^ 
veg^ables-airfli^isIaliQatljatk^ 
newpootertions to ensoie that seafood rs safe Andtveamioim^stqjstomodbiiizeoiirnieat 
^po^fi^SBfi^sysiOTfetfcefiisttin^ . 

neoct wcet Rom now on, aH meat aod p o ^ 
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orafcambm êr ordered ilragadim^ottt That bwfcy today I 
steps to keep onrlbod safe and to protect onrcMdmifttmi deafly 

Rtŝ -wc -win in plaĉ M êswide eady warning system for food-bane nii*** 
now, ̂ Qatecfe Disease Otofi^ 

ctoWalook^^^-bon^cfis^-iikcECofiaiKiSah^ 
. _ MtovcroorpablicIieaMLTodaŷ Iam 

^ sooi^aiidgiwnsttedatajspW 

Seooii(t<l ieearty^aiD^^^^«e^ 
safe Wc wfll inttcasc nmaboro^M^^d^^^S^vesdgale and control ftod* P^ta y 
^ d i s e a ^ o o t f a ^ W e ^ g ^ W e ^ i t e i 

pmoanoit fiagetprint fihraiy, sa w 
I we 

T^I^^wctingtl ieSeaet^ofi^ra^ 
Twrî the Admhua^ 
ta^bnsiness^coosnaw: protect 
adcEtra îneasTO te in^ve ^ sa^ . ̂  

devd^ to meettbs^ And! 
niwtimyt winna 90 days. 

cfim^^y^memtfaebalai^ba^I^offi ^ 

^^d*^n?Z?a*y™^'^^ tore (•>) 
^ ^ , < W W l r i I I < T O a 1 e w i i r i d » s | ^ a r i ^ f o m a f c f c ^ ' 
a ^ s ^ ^ ewbfto&ronrfemiBcs^oinrdba^ 



P A C E 4 / 6 
I D : J A N - 2 3 - 3 7 1 7 . 3 1 FROM = - v V 1 ^ - _ / CT' 1 "' 

Presidqtf Q&rfoa Awmmm. wrw Measures to 

Jaooaiyxx, 1997 
— DRAFT — 

FRsidaK. (Xiatim anwmaoed a new Eaxij Wanmig System to bety cascb aad 
xcspood fo onflwesite of fiwdbome afaew «afierr and to giro »s fte dala we need 
to prevent feCure wAnraales. Tbc AdministzatiOD will: 

incaeasc Or nmnbef <tf active food safely smrraflaiKe sites aaoes flic coontiy 
torn 5 tn 8; 
apap these 'seafind' sitts and ofter state hcaMi dr̂ Miluieite with State-of-
Qn-iaa tcchnotogy, iudiidEdg I»«A 'SDgfxpdO&B̂ ' to ifcaufy kfcCUOas ageats 
-̂ ttf ̂ tÂ ityvnal rjpwt rfkeagr, dgtertroeae tt> trace UUHMEAS to fliear somcc: 
Izok dx̂  sites» o d K T ^ ^ k ^ dggsottnatt^i^Fcid^ pabGc bealtb agencies 

tî gpî Btufmg Atti"*-— Btftonivid̂  and 
atl]KseatiiKisi^nmst|^fi)p(^ 
sdentific basis fiff our httanl pienutiaM fHOgrams. &ilV<Uvw ' 

^ ~ FkeAdeot CGnton aoooonced be trill retfaest» iiicrtase of mflBon in bis 
1998 bedgrt fibr find safety to fimd thcjts*fy Wanmg System ($115 ndDiafiX 

; seafood safety inspectians; amd expand food srfety nseardu training aod 

Tbe Pzc^dest asked for fortiier reGBtamend̂ ioos. He doectcd tbe Secxctaries of 
Health and Human Seivices and Agricdtare, and tbe Arfarimstotor of tbe 
Eiiviinniwjiial Ptotcctiop Agoicy — trodaag with qwtsmiieis fuodaca&> iariastiy, 
states; and tbc public—to nkntify icw ways to advaoee food agftty theoggfe 
gpcmuucjt am! private stx^ aia^ The 
Roendcitf aAcd for moananeada&m in 90 days. 

Atdwaĝ  Americâ  food sop̂ y is mnnatcted in quzfity and <jaanlityr wc can do mow 
40 4«ni&mr- iSsease caused by foodbotoc mkxoot&ansns. As many as 9,000dcaOs 
and 33 m3Iion fltocsses each year ace food itiatcd, imposmg an estimated S3 MIOT 
hospfcd costs. 

Wcf^MwdirfkngesiirvoIvii^foc^ Novel 
patbogens aie cmcx îg. Fanffiar oms ata gcowmg iegst?nrt tptreafinmt Americaos 
eat in restamams mtnc And we eat atme inpocted foods, somcof widdtooaKSfiom 
acroasihc^obcowa^hL "niesc dnagte iteqnre 
caaidBafiiM^ soivcaDaiiî  ̂ tveatio^ 
laJucataai. 
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Presideiit Ointootookaiiani^ 

safety ptogcaiiis and prevent fcodbomciBawses. {H5<fCGHttf 

^Itasltoifc put m plai* new scknee^*^ 
seafood,nwat,andpootoy. ^ ^ 0 ^ p r o f c x t i o a s i o 
en&nc seafood safety. In My, 1596 Presidcait Ointo ammaiiced new roles ̂ -flat 
b^n to take effea next week — to naxieanze foe nation̂  me^ aid ponlby 
fo^pectim system foe Ae fiist time in 90 yeaiSL Tbc new Eady Watinne System will 

fa August, 1996 Fkcsident CSntaa agnrd foe Food Qoafity Pkctectfan Act — a 
ooavRkasmovMoroarlmti^icgiM The new law 
cstabBsHes a siagle, stexng hcafth-based stairfaid, acato special safcgpanb for 
drihbttv protects pnWtcrbê  aadsaferbnai^^ avaOaUc, and, for 
tbe fina time, P̂ wdes American witbr H* ̂ t-^b-faniw- abdat health fiom 

Last Angaŝ  Fresfdent CBnton also ŝ gaat a new safe drnriang water law that 
strengthens protections to easarc Oat AmedcanfonnkeshayecicaQ, safety water to 
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" ' ^J^Prc iv iag « i e Safety of the Hatxoa's Fbod SappXv 
Janoary 25, 1996 
MoBorsntZiBV for tike Secaretarg of asrlcnltnre, tte Secr&taru af 
s&Altli and Bzansn Services, and ebe adsnnlstrator of the 
EuvlLiminfintal protection agency. 

itmezdcans r^a^ktly expect to bave tte world's safesrt food supply. 
Althoogb our £ood I s unmatched I n quantity aad qual i ty , we can do 
better I n our e f forts to elloinate flfsfrfra cansed by 
BicEoocganians and otber oontamasnts. Avrloans s t L l l suf fer 
ttimisand^ of food-related deaths aad mfnfonw of fbod-related 

Kie 21st century w i l l present new and greater ciialJenges i n tfais 
area . Noael pafltogoog-age emerging^—Lcaog-undexsxood patbogeos 
azies gpcowing res is tant to .tzeatamt. Americans eat aorc foods 
Prepared outside t te homê  aiad we consume^ record leve ls of 
i^potfted food — sooe of Wliicfa moves across the globe overnigfet. 
Vlieae dbanging c^Lreumstaoces require greatly strengtibened 
of coordination, sarveiUance, pnevention, research, and 
educxttxcn. 

1^ ArtnrgmM-i-'dttiop has already taken a number^of steps to 
food safety . We nrvWnized, the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep hannfni 
pest ic ides o f f our f ru i t s and vegetables— and leg i s la t ion that 
Keeps our drinking water safe and pmret. Today 1 announced a new 
national ear ly warning system for foodborne i l l n e s s . Tbe system 
w i l l allow ns to respond mora quickly to *»*?gage outbreaks and to 
better prevent then in the fotnro~•-.... 

&»t we need to do note. . Gowemnent, consumers and industry must 
work togetfaer to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply i s the safest i n the world. 

X Hereby d irec t that you work with consmers, producers, 
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to 
iwptowe the safety of oar food supply through government and 
private sector action, inclnrt-f nqf puM irs-pr-f TOA* p^T-tn^^^p?. 
Your recomendations should identify steps to further inpruve 
s u r ^ i U a n c e , in^ect inns , xeseartib, r i s k assesment, education, 
and coordinartion anong loca l , atate, and federal healtb 
authori t ies . Xou should report back to me with i n 90 days with 
yoar xeoonmendations. ~ 
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January 23,1997 

T Health Division T ' 
Office of Management and Budget 
Executive Office ofthe President 

Washington, D.C. 20503 

Please route to: 

Richard Turman 
Barry Clendenin 
Larry Haas 

ACTION REOUESTEIl: 
^__ZJcCT5ion or Approve! 
__JPleasesign 
X Per your request 

Please comment 

TIME SENSITIVITY; 
JUrgent 
ASAP 

Time Action Requested hy_ 
Not rme-Sensltive: 

JFvrymur irtformation 

TYPK OF DELTVERYi 

HOTBOX. OVERNIGHT Attached cc.Sarah Oioncbi 

Subject: 

From: 

Comments Regarding 
Food Safety Materials 

Jim Esquea 

With InftiriiiMtliinat copies for: 

HPS. HD Chron, HPS Chron, NEM 

Phono: 202/3954922 
Fax: 202/395-3910 
Room: NEOB #7025 

Victoria Schaefer asked us to review the President's draft radio address, fact sheet, and directive 
regarding the food safety initiative. Our recommended edits arc attached. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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Today. I am plcassd to announce a major new step toward protecting the health and 

PRESIDENT WHXUM J. CLINTON 
WEEKLY RADIO ADDRESS 

THE WHITE HOUSE ^ 
JANUARY25,1997 yJ-

Ooodimmung. 

safb̂ r of all Americaxw - eqwdaDy onr children. 

Almost a week ago, in my maogutal address, I told the American people In broad tezms 
what our vision must be - to lead this country into the 21 st century with the American Dream 
alive for all our children; with the Americau promise of a moroper^umott a reality for all our 
people; wfth America's bright flame of freedom fllwmhwrting the world. 

I believe we will make real thi? vision by doing what we have always done in moments of 
great change: By holding fast to our enduring values. Central among these is the belief that 
Americans ate entitled to dean air, safe food, pure water. Hard-working American parents 
deserve tbe peace of mind that comes from knowing that the wholesome meal they set before 
their childiea iftjafe. 

That's why I was so concerned by what happened in Washington State and in € other 
Western states this fell. Apple juice contaminated with a deadly strain of E Coli bacteria reached 
supennarket shelves. More than a dozen children - some as young as 2 - were hospitalized. One 
cfoilddied. 

Tm sure just about every parent in America remembers what E Coli can do. Four years 
ago this month, tragedy struck hundreds of families jn the Western United States when they took 
their childrea to last-food restaurants that served them hamburgm tainted by the E Colt bacteria. 
500 people became Ul - some of them, severely ill, and 4 children lost their lives. 

There's simply no excuse for this. Though America has the world's safest food supply, 
Jtmllions of Americans are made sick by food-borne diseases every year, thouwmd* actually die. 

That** why my administration has made it a top priority to protect the health and safety of 
aU Americans. I signed into law legislation to keep harmful pesticides off our fruits and 
vegetables—and legislation that keeps our drinking water safe and pure- We put in place strong 
new protections to ensure that seafood is safe. And we announced steps to modernize our meat 
and ponitiy food safety system for the first time in 90 years. Those new safety rules will begin to 
take effect next week. From now on, all meat and poultry plants will be required to test for E 
Coli. 



I D : JAN 23,97 17:ll No.003 P.03 

We bxrt built a aettd foundation of health security for our families. Bat, clearly, we 
must do mora He parent should have to think twice about the j nice they pour their 
children at brcrifc&vt or a hamburger ordered daring a dinner out That is why today I am 
announcing new steps to keep our food safe and to protect onr children from deadly 
bacteria. c 

First, we will put in place a nationwide eariy-warning system for food-bome illness. 
Right now. the Ceateix for Disease Control sponsor 5 centers across the country whose mission 
is to post a look-out for food-bome diseases - like E Coli and Salmonella. Working with state 
and local govennnents, these "sentinel sites" stand watch over our public health. Today, I am 
amxHmrcng that we willincrease the number of these sites from 5 to 8. And we will link them to / 
other state health ageacies. Thî tuM • • h early-warning system will enable us to catch outbreaks / 
sooner, and give us the data we need to prevent outbreaks from happening in the first place. 

Second, the early- warning system will use steto-of-the-art technology to keep our food 
safe. We will increase tbe number of expert disease detectives to investigate and control food­
borne disease outbreaks. We will give these experts the technology to use sophisticated new 
DNAjingeiprinting methods to trace infectious agents to their source. We will create a 

-̂ ttnumô fingcxprint libray, so we can immediately recognize an illness if it reappears. And we 
will use advanced communications networks to speed outbreak information to hospitals and 
public health agencies around the country. 

Third. I «m directing the Senvtanes of Agriculture and Health and Human Services, as 
well as the Admmistrator ofthe Environmental Protection Agency, to woik with communities, 
fanners, businesses, consumer protection groups, and all levels of government to come 19 with 
additional measures to improve food safety. I want diem to focus on what sort of public-private 
partnerships we can develop to meet this goal. And I want them to report back to me with their 
findings within 90 days, 

j » 

Finally, let me add that all these new public health investments aze paid for line-by-line, 
dime-by-dime in the balanced budget I will officially send to Congress next month. 

With this new eariy-wanung system to track food-borne illness, we are saying, lend 
and dear, that we will use the world's best science to make the world's most bountiful food 
supply safer than ever before for our families and our children. Together, we will see to it 
that our people find a laud of pew promise In the 21st century. 

Thanks for listening. 



ID: 
KVu^ 3 f l ™ ^ ! ^ 1 2 N o - 0 0 3 p - 0 4 

Pitsldnit CUntoii Anooaoces new Messru-es to 
Reduce Foodborne IDnnc 

Jowiaiy XJC, 1$&7 
— DRAFT — 

FMctdant Clinton annotmced a new Batty Warning System to help catch and 
respond to outbreaks of foodborne fllncss eariier, and to gfre ns the data we need 
to prerent future outbreaks. Tbe AdminbtzatioD will: 

increase the number of active food safety surveillance sites across the countiy 
from 5 to 8; 
ecpdp these "septlner sites and other state health departments with state-of-
foo^art technology, including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious agents 
aodaddMonal expert disease detectives to trace outbreaks to their source; 
link die sites, other state health departments, and Federal public health agencies 
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data — including digitized 
fingcipilntlng data — nationwide; and 
at the sentinel sites* investigate fbodbome illnesses in depth to strengthen the 
sdentific basis for our hazard prevention programs. 

Presidept Clinton announced ha wfD request an increase of $42^flIIon In his 
|998 budget for food safety to fund tb^Ewly Warning System ($11.5 million), 

seafood safety inspections, and expand food safoty research, training and 

Hie President aslked for further recommendations. He directed the Secretaries of 
Health and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency — working with consumers, producers, industry, 
states, and the public — to identify new ways to advance food safety through 
government and private sector actions, includkg public-private partnerships. Tbe 
President asked for recommendaiions in 90 days. 

Although America's food supply is unmatched In quality and quantity, we 
&>«&nktate disease caused by foodborne uiicrooxganisms. A 

hospital costs. 
each year are food related, imposing 

do more, 
deaths/ 
bJWotrtn 

We foee new challengrs involving food safety as we enter the 2Ut Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are growtog resistant to treatment. Americans 
cat m lestaurants more. And we cat more imported foods, some of which comes from 
across the globe overnight. These changes require strengthened tystems of 
ooordisadan, survefllauoe, prevention, inspections, research, ride assessment and 
education. 
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BnOding on Onr AccompUEhments 
President CUntoo took A number of steps in bis fiiftt four yeas to modernize food 
safety programs and prevent foodborne illnesses. 

Tbe President put in place new sdenee-basedt hazard prermtfon system^ 
seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995,9mtSimtt̂ m^m4mm^mmg protections to\ 
casme seafood safety. Xu July, 199$ President Qinton announced new rules — that 
begin to take effect next week — to modernize the nation's meat and poultry 
inspection System for the first time in 90 years. Ihe new Bttly Warning System wOl 
gather critical scientific data to further improve these prevention systems. 

In August, 1996 Ifrdsfdent Clinton signed the Food Quality Protection Act —a 
comprehatttveovefUTDf our laws that regulate pesticides fit food. The new law 
establishes a single, strong health-based standard, creates Special safeguards for 
children, protects public health and safety by using the best science available, and, for 
the tint time, provides Americans with the 'right-to-fcnow* abctit health risks from 

Last August, President Clinton also signed a new safe drinking water law that 
strengthens protections to ensure Oat American families have clean, safe tap water to 
drink. 
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DRAFT 01/16/97 

MaMoranrtnn on lapi'oving the Safety of tbe Katicm' s Food Supply 
January 25, 1996 
Meabranaum tor t2i» Secretary of Agriculture, tbe Secretary of 
Sealth aad Htiman Bervices, and the Adainistrator of the 
Znvlroxuaeuxtal protection agency. 

JVaiArioans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food i s uiwatchad In quantity and quality, we oAA do 
better In our efforts to eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans s t i l l suffer 
thousand? of food-zeletad deaths and millions of food-related 
Illnesses• 

The 21st oentury will present new end greater challenges in this 
area. Novel pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens 
are growing resistant to treatment. Americans eat more' foods 
prepared outside the homo, end we oonsume record levels of 
imported food — some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing ciroumstanoes require greatly strengthened systeme 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education. 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improva 
food safety. He modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems, x signed into law new legislation to keep harmful 
pestloides off our fruits and vegetables — and legislation that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today Z announced a new 
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system 
will allow us to respond more qulokly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent thorn in the future. 

But we need to do more. Government, oonsumors and industry muct 
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply i s the safest in the world. 

I beraiby direct that you work with consumers, producers. 
Industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to 
improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
private sector action, including publla~prlvate partnerships. 
Your reoommendatlon* should identify steps to further improve 
surveillance, inspections, reseeroli, risk assesment, education, 
and coordination among local, state, and federal health 
authorities. You should report back, to me with in 90 days with 
your nWMamsiidationa. 
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Building on Our Accomplishments: 

• Vice President Gore has been at the forefront of U.S. government efforts to protect the 
health of Americans and the global community from new infectious diseases, including 
foodborne infections. In June, 1996, Vice President Gore called for the creation of a 
world-wide infectious disease surveillance and response system. The Early Warning 
System announced today will form a critical component of this network. 



îv President Clinton Announces new Measures to 
^ Reduce Foodborne Illness 

V*1 January xx, 1997 
^ • — DRAFT --
Announcement 
o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System t o 

help catch^ outbreaks of foodborne i l l n e s s e a r l i e r , and to 
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The 
Administration w i l l : 
o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety iw^^^vr -\ 

surveillance sites across the country from 5 t o 8; -M-
equip these sites with state-of-the-art technology, ^v^' 
including DNA " f i n g e r p r i n t i n g " to i d e n t i f y i n f e c t i o u s 
agents; and add expert disease detectives to trace 
outbreaks to t h e i r source; 

o increase technical and f i n a n c i a l support to state and 
l o c a l food safety o f f i c i a l s ; and 

o l i n k the sites;,and state and lo c a l health departments 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y / t o allow rapid sharing of lab data --
including d i g i t i z e d f i n g e r p r i n t i n g data -- nationwide. 

o Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health 
and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency -- working with 
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public -- to 
i d e n t i f y new ways to advance food safety through government 
and pr i v a t e sector actions, including public-private 
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report i n 
90 days. 

o Third, President Clinton announced he w i l l request $42 
•0 m i l l i o n i n his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System 

.J^ * — ^ (042 m i l l i o n ) , increase seafood safety inspections, and 
^ fi. expand food safety research and education. 

Background 
o Although America's food supply i s unmatched i n q u a l i t y and 

quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by 
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33 
m i l l i o n illnesses each year are food related, imposing an 
estimated $3 b i l l i o n i n hospital costs. artMAgSJ* t;'5o/v) 

o We face new challenges as we enter the 21st/Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones a r e ' r e s i s t a n t t o 
treatment. Americans eat i n restaurants more. And we 
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the 
globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, oontrol, /ns^^rvS-
research,^and education. 

Building on Our Accomplishments 
o President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food 

safety programs in his first four years, ̂  ,^7 i rt i uf-* 



The President put ih place new science-based, hazard 
prevention systems/for seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995, 
President Clinton /issued strong protections to ensure 
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced 
new rules -- -biwfe take effect this week -- to modernize the 
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the f i r s t 
time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System w i l l gather 
c r i t i c a l s c i e n t i f i c data to further improve these prevention 
systems. 

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality 
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while 
strengthening health protections for a l l Americans, 
especially children. 



SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety 

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW 
DRAFT 01/16/97 

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply 
November 2, 1996 
Memoranduin for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food is unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do O^sl 
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by iJ^' 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer w^tf0^ 
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related^^-
illnesses*-"^^ r ̂  pjtv^"^ 0 ^^-^ 

The 21st century w i l l present new and greaiter challenges. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing 
r e s i s t a n t t o treatment. Americans consume'record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education. 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps t o improve 
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed i n t o law new l e g i s l a t i o n to keep harmful 
pesticides o f f our f r u i t s and vegetables -- and l e g i s l a t i o n that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new 
national early warning system fo r foodborne i l l n e s s . The system 
w i l l allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent them i n the future. 

But we need t o do more. Government, consumers and industry must 
work together t o further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply romainp among the safest i n the world. 

Cis Vfc) 
I hereby d i r e c t that you work with consumers, producers, 
industry, states and the public to i d e n t i f y additional ways t o 
improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
priva t e sector action, including public-private partnerships. 
Your recommendations should i d e n t i f y steps to further improve . 
surveillance, inspections, research, education^and-coordination ^ _9 
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should o.^^^ 
report back t o me with i n 90 days with your recommendations. 
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P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n Announces new Measures ± o 
Reduce Foodborne I l l n e s s 

January xx, 1997 
— DRAFT — 

Announcement 
o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to 

help catch outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to 
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The 
Administration will! fa-d^tf^a, v 

o increase the number of ̂ 'UmiiU-Liifl! * food safety 
surveillance sites ecrosa the country from 5 to 8? 

tVacWii^e^ulg Mwssa eilan wialTstate-of-the-art technoJiogy,^s^idU^ 
iwoludingPDNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious 
agents/*and -eid^expert disease detectives to trace 
• outbreaks to their source: . — 
increase tecrmical and financial supper% to state and 
local food safety offlclalar aea*-^-

—rink>fch^=*±*es>and state •emd=4e«eir health departmente 
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data — 
including digitised fingerprinting data — nationwide. 

o Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health 
and Human services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of 
the Environmental Proteatlon Agency — working with 
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public — to 
identify new ways to advance food safety through government 
and private sector actions, including public-private 
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in 
90 days. 

o Third, President Clinton announced he w i l l request 642 
million in hie 199B budget to fund the Early Warning System 
(S12 million), increase seafood safety inspectione, and 
expand food safety research and education. 

Background 
o Although America's food supply i s unmatched in quality and 

quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by 
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33 
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an 
estimated $3 b i l l i o n in hospital costs. 

o We face new challenges as we enter the 21st Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are resistant to 
treatment. Americans eet in restaurants more. And we 
eat more imported foods, some of which coaies £rora across the 
globe overnight. Theae changes require etrangthened systems 
of coordination, survolllance, prevention, control, 
research, and education. 

Building oa Our- Aceoapllahaents 
o President Clinton took a number of steps to modernise food 

safety programs in his f i r s t four years. 
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to 
Reduce Foodborne Illness 

January xx, 1997 
— DRAFT — 

Announcement i 
o President Clinton announced a new Early WarriiE^ System to 

help catch outbreaks of foodborne il l n e s s earlier, and to 
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The 
Administration w i l l : 
o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety 

surveillance sites across the country fro* 5 to 8; 
equip these sites with state-of-the-prt technology, 
including DNA "fingerprinting" to idjEw^ify infectious 
agents; and add expert disease deteatiyes to trace 
outbreaks to their source; 

o increase technical and financial support, to state and 
local food safety o f f i c i a l s ; and 

o link the sites and state and local heafLth departments 
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data — 
including digitized fingerprinting datja -r- nationwide. 

o Second, President Clinton directed the sacsjetogries of Health 
and Human Services and Agriculture, and thei Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency woz^jin^ with 
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public — to 
identify new ways to advance food safety through government 
and private sector actions, including public-private 
partnerships. The President asked for a;progress report in 
90 days. " 

o Third, President Clinton announced he wijll j request $42 
million in his 199B budget to fund the Early learning System 
(S12 million), increase seafood safety inspections, and 
expand food safety research and education' 

Background 1 

o Although America's food supply i s unmatcjhed Ijn quality and 
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease; caused by 
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,003 dfeaths and 33 
million illnesses each year are food relaitjsd, imposing an 
estimated S3 b i l l i o n in hospital costs. 

o We face new challenges as we enter the ? l s t Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are resistant to 
treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more- And we 
eat more imported foods, some of which $qmes from across the 
globe overnight. These changes require d^r^iigthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention J ijJiktHMlj. ^SpicKltt , 
research, ^nd^education^ AKiL yts^ 4S&^W*»r- r </ 

Building on Our Accomplishments 
o President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food 

safety programs in his f i r s t four years. 
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SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Fopd Safety 

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW 
DRAFT 01/16/97 

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Sbod Supply 
November 2, 1996 
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the iSecretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food i s unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do 
better i n our efforts to eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans s t i l l suffer 
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related 
illnesses. 

The 2lst century will present new and greater challenges. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing 
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, -end iii5pecKW», 
education^ O^J. /US < teZ&iWJUrf • ' 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve 
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed into law new legislation to kjeep harmful 
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables — and legislation that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new 
national early warning system for foodborne i l l n e s s . The system 
w i l l allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent them in the future. 

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry musr 
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply remains among the safest in the world. 

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers, 
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to 
improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
private sector action, including public-private partnerships. 
Your recommendations should identify steps to fijirtHaer improve « 
surveillance, inspections, research, educationj-emd^coordinatlont^l^ ^ISK 

{.(cj^ift^h aroong local, state, and federal health authorities. You should^ 71 
p^xJ- 5*^ report back to me with in 90 days with your reoommeindations. 
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to 
Reduce Foodborne Illness 

January xx, 1997 
— DRAFT — 

Announcement 
o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to 

help catch outbreaks of foodborne i l l n e s s e a r l i e r , and to 
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The 
Administration w i l l : 
o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety 

surveillance sites across the country from 5 to 8; 
equip these sites with state-of-the-art technology, 
including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious 
agents; and add expert disease detectives to trace 
outbreaks to their source; 

o increase technical and financial support to state and 
^ — l o c a l food safety o f f i c i a l s ; and 

<sJeM link the sitesnand state and local health departments 
\Vc electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data — 

p"̂  including digitized fingerprinting data nationwide. 

ût+i-- 'a Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health 
' and Human Services and Agriculture, and tKe Administrator of 

the Environmental Protection Agency — working with 
consumers, producers, industry, states,*and the public — to 
identify new ways to advance food safety through government 
and private sector actions, including public-private 
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in 
90 days. 

o Third, President Clinton announced he w i l l request $42 
million i n his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System 

we.£ — ( C i a million), increase seafood safety inspections, and 
*̂ «~* expand food safety research jind education. 

Background J 

o Although America's food supply i s unmatched i n quality and 
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by 
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33 
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an 
estimated $3 b i l l i o n in hospital costs. . , / . 

o We face new challenges as we enter the 2Ist/Century. /Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are^resistan£ to 
treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more. And we 
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the 
globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, control, 
research, and education. 

Building on Our Accomplishments 
o President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food 

safety programs in his f i r s t four years. 

1 200® Daso vasn TBSO-OZZ 202© 9s:zi £6/2,1/10 



km 
The President put in i>lace new science-based, hazard 
prevention systems for seafood, /meat, and poultry. In 1995, 
President Clinton issued stroncf protections to ensure 
seafood safety, in July, 1996fPresident Clinton announced 
new rules — that^take effect *this week — to modernize the 
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the f i r s t 
time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System will gather 
c r i t i c a l scientific data to further improve these prevention 
systems. 

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality 
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while 
strengthening health protections for a l l Americans, 
especially children. 
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SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety 

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW 
DRAFT 01/16/97 

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation1 s Tood Supply 
November 2. 1996 
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food is unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do 
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer 
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related 
illnesses* P*cL ^e^fr 

The 21st century will present new and greater challenges. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing 
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education. 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve 
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful 
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables — and legislation that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new 
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system 
will allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent them in the future. 

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must 
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply remains among the safest in the world. 

I hereby direct ttfat you work with consumers, producers, 
industry, states/and the public to identify additional ways to 
improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
private sector action, including public-private partnerships. 
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve 
surveillance, inspections, research, education and coordination 
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should 
report back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations. 
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SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety 

FOR VOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW 
DRAFT 01/16/97 

Keaoranduu on laproving -the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply 
November 2, 1996 
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, fcfte Secretary of 
ffealth and Human services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food i s unmatched in Quantity and quality, we oan do 
better i n our efforts to eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans s t i l l suffer 
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related 
illnesses. 

The 21st centuzy w i l l present new and greater challenges. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing 
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing oiroumstances require greatly strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education. 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve 
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful 
pesticides off our fr u i t s and vegetables — and legislation that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new 
national early warning system for foodborne i l l n e s s . The system 
w i l l allow ue to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent them in the future. 

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must 
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 

. our food supply remains among the safest i n the world. 

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers, 
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to 
improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
private aactor action, including public-private partnerships. 
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve 
surveillance, inspections,, resoaroh, education and coordination 
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should 
report back to me with in 90 days with your recosBnendations. 

TOTAL P.04 
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ATho Praaidant put i n place new science-based, hazard ^ I ^ r f l v 
prevention syatejius for seafood, meet, and poultry. In 19957^^ 
Freoident Clinton issued strong protections to ensure 
seafood safety, in July, 1996 President Clinton announced 
new rules -- that take effect thio week — to modernize the 
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the f i r s t 
time i n 90 years. The new Early warning System w i l l gather 
c r i t i c a l saientlfio data to further Improve these prevention 
systems. 

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality 
Protection Act which Btreamllnes pesticide regulations while 
strengthening health protections for a l l Americans, 
especially children. 
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President Clin' tamounces 
Foodborne Il lness 

January xx, 1997 
— DRAFT — 

Measures to 

BsuounceMBBt 
president Clinton announced a new Early Warning 
help catch outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, 
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. 
Administration w i l l : 

The 

increase the number of "sentinel" food safety 
surveillance sites across the country from 5 to 
equip these sites with state-of-the-art 
including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious^ 
agents; end add expert disease detectives to trace 
outbreaks to their source; 
increase technical and financial support to state and 
local food safety officials; and 
link the sites and state and local health departments 
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data — 
including digitised fingerprinting data — nationwide. 

4 ^ 

o Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health 
and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency — working with 
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public — ttj 
identify new ways to advance food safety through government 
and private sector actions, including public-private 
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in 
90 days-

o Third, President Clinton announced he w i l l request $42 
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early warning System 
(S12 million), increase seafood safety inspections, and 
expand food safety research and education. 

Background 
o Although America's food supply i s unmatched in quality and 

quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by 
foodborne microorganisjas- As many as 9,000 deaths and 33 
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an 
estimated S3 billion in hospital costs-

o We face new challenges as we enter the 21st Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are resistant to 
Treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more. And we 
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the 
globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, control, 
research, and education. 

> • 

Building on Our *oco«pH fshir nts 
o President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food 

safety programs in his f i r s t four years. 
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The President tut In place new science-based, hazard 
prevention systems for seafood, neat, and poultry. In 1995, 
President Clinton Issued strong protections to ensure 
seafood safety. In July, 1996 president Clinton announced 
new rules — fch^t take effect this week — to oodemize the 
nation's neat and poultry Inspection system for the f i r s t 
time i n 90 years. The new Early Warning System w i l l gather 
c r i t i c a l scientific data to further improve these prevention 
systems. 

in August, 1996 President Clinton signed tbe Food Quality 
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while 
strengthening health protections for a l l Americans, 
especially children. 
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SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety 

FOR TOUR ZHMBDUTE REVIEW 
DRAFT 01/16/97 

on laproving the Safety of the nation's Food Supply 
November 2, 1996 
Jfenoraadum for tlie Secretary of Agriculture, tlie Secretary of 
sealtb and ffunan Services, and the administrator of tbe 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food i s unmatched in quantity and quality, we oan do 
better i n our efforts to eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans s t i l l suffer 
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related ju^vL ^L. 
I l l n e s s * * . W s j ^ c p ^ i 

Tlie 2 l s t century w i l l present new and greater challenges - Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pithogens are growing 
resistant to treatment. Americans consume / record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These Changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education. 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve 
food safety. He modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful 
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables — and legislation that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new 
national early warning system for foodborne i l l n e s s . The system 
w i l l allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent them in the future. 

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must 
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply remains among the safest in the world. 

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers, 
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to 
improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
private sector action, including public-private partnerships. 
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve 
surveillance, inspections, research, education and coordination 
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should 
repo-LL back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations. 



xr ^ vy 
President Clinton Announces new Measures to / 

/ a***/^spcttJ Reduce Foodborne I l l n e s s 
^ January xx, 1997 ^/Wd/^-

- x — DRAFT -- C J y 
Announcement N\ (^cns^ 
o P r e s i d e n t N p l i n t o n announced a new Early Warning System t o Jcrv*. 

help catch I outbreaks of foodborne i l l n e s s e a r l i e r , and t o r ^ f f a 
g i v e us the data we need t o prevent f u t u r e outbreaks. The % / 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l : /v-V 
o increase the number of " s e n t i n e l " food s a f e t y eJ^c* 

s u r v e i l l a n c e s i t e s across the country from 5 t o 8; c^^fe*^ 2^ . 
equip these s i t e s w i t h s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t technology, £ 
i n c l u d i n g DNA " f i n g e r p r i n t i n g " t o i d e n t i f y i n f e c t i o u s £/<*-•— 
agents; and add expert disease d e t e c t i v e s t o t r a c e 
outbreaks t o t h e i r source; 

o increase t e c h n i c a l and f i n a n c i a l support t o s t a t e and 
l o c a l food s a f e t y o f f i c i a l s ; and 

o l i n k the s i t e s and s t a t e and l o c a l h e a l t h departments 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y t o allow r a p i d sharing o f l a b data --
i n c l u d i n g d i g i t i z e d f i n g e r p r i n t i n g data -- nationwide. 

o Second, President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d the Secretaries o f Health 
and Human Services and A g r i c u l t u r e , and the A d m i n i s t r a t o r of 
the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency -- working w i t h 
consumers, producers, i n d u s t r y , s t a t e s , and the p u b l i c -- t o 
i d e n t i f y new ways t o advance food s a f e t y through government 
and p r i v a t e sector a c t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g p u b l i c - p r i v a t e 
p a r t n e r s h i p s . The President asked f o r a progress r e p o r t i n 
90 days. 

o T h i r d , President C l i n t o n announced he w i l l request $42 
m i l l i o n i n h i s 1998 budget t o fund the Early Warning System 
($12 m i l l i o n ) , increase seafood s a f e t y i n s p e c t i o n s , and 
expand food s a f e t y research and education. 

Background 
o Although America's food supply i s unmatched i n q u a l i t y and 

q u a n t i t y , we can do more t o e l i m i n a t e disease caused by 
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33 
m i l l i o n i l l n e s s e s each year are food r e l a t e d , imposing an 
estimated $3 b i l l i o n i n h o s p i t a l costs. * > 

o We face new challenges/as we"enter the 21st Century. Novel 
pathogens are emerging. F a m i l i a r ones are r e s i s t a n t t o 
treatment. Americans eat i n restaurants more. And we 
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the 
globe o v e r n i g h t . These changes r e q u i r e strengthened systems 
of c o o r d i n a t i o n , s u r v e i l l a n c e , prevention, c o n t r o l , 
research, and education. 

Building on Our Accomplishments 
o President C l i n t o n took a number of steps t o modernize food 

s a f e t y programs i n h i s f i r s t f our years. 



The President put in place new science-based, hazard 
prevention systems for seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995, 
President Clinton issued strong protections to ensure 
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced 
new rules -- that take effect this week -- to modernize the 
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the f i r s t 
time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System w i l l gather 
c r i t i c a l s c i e n t i f i c data to further improve these prevention 
systems. 

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality 
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while 
strengthening health protections for a l l Americans, 
especially children. 



SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety 

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW 
DRAFT 01/16/97 

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply 
November 2, 1996 
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Americans r i g h t l y expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food i s unmatched i n quantity and q u a l i t y , we can do 
better i n our e f f o r t s t o eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans s t i l l s uffer 
thousands of food-related deaths and m i l l i o n s of food-related 
i l l n e s s e s . ^ 

The 21st century w i l l present new and greater challenges^ Novel 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing 
re s i s t a n t t o treatment. Americans consume record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education. 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve 
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed i n t o law new l e g i s l a t i o n t o keep harmful 
pesticides o f f our f r u i t s and vegetables — and l e g i s l a t i o n that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new 
national early warning system for foodborne i l l n e s s . The system 
w i l l allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to 
better prevent them i n the future. 

But we need t o do more. Government, consumers and industry must 
work together t o further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure 
our food supply remains amonĝ  the safest i n the world. 

£ -li , I hereby d i r e c t that you work with consumers, producers, 
' S, industry, states and the public to i d e n t i f y additional ways t o 

j)- \ .i/-t< improve the safety of our food supply through government and 
^ Ji* 1 Private sector action, including public-private partnerships. 

Your recommendations should i d e n t i f y steps t o further improve 
1 ̂  n -4 surveillance, inspections, research, education and coordination 
\* among l o c a l , state, and federal health a u t h o r i t i e s . You should 

report back t o me with i n 90 days with your recommendations. 
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MEMORANDUM TO: Bruce Reed , • -v >v-
Jack Quinn o cA »^ - ̂  v; > 
T.J. Olauthiar 
Nancy Ann Min W.»T.J«—-
Sally Katzen 

FROM: Elizabeth Drye, 456-5573 

SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety 

FOR YOUR XKMKDZATI REVIEW r>rv 

DRAFT 10/31/96 — -

Memorandum on Inproving the Safety of the Nation*• Food Supply 
November 2, 1996 
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental protection Agency. 

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply. 
Although our food ie unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do 
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by 
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans s t i l l suffer 
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related 
illnesses. 

i 
The 21st century will present new and greater challenges. Novel ^ 
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing ^ ^ s ^ 
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels of 
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight. 
These changing circumstances require greatly etrengthened^syetems 
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and 
education^c 

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to Improve 
food safety. Wa imodernized tha meat, poultry, and seafood safety 
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful 
pesticides off our fruita and vegetables — and legialation that 
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Earlier today I 
announced a new national early warning aystem for foodborne 
illness. The system will allow us to respond more quickly to . 
disease outbreaks and to better prevent them in the future. But 
we need to do more. ^ ^ ^ \ "c" ^ 

I hereby direct that you report back to ma within % days and 
recommend additional measures to improve the/safety of our food. 
Your recommendations should Include ways to /improve surveillance, 
inspections, research, education and coordination among local, ^ 
state, and federal health authorities. *n-part4ouier7-|-dire'Ct 
yeu-to-considerways-to:—inerease-thenumber-of-experts^— 
ifTOstl^t"iW~*<^-bdfnenit8eaBe-outb^ 
state^of^tl^art-technology-to-trace-infectioue-agents-to-their^ 
source ; .-and1 use -advanced-communlcations-networks-to-speed-Si— ^ ^ 
outbreak-information-to^health-authorit-iea-aGroas-the-COuntry. ^ 



i 

Insert "A" 

National and State 

Insert "B" 

worldBg in partnership wiA food producers and processor^ —Ca&^ix^h, 

Insert "C" 

work in partnership with States and the private sector 

l n S e r ,"D" J ^ / o ^ / ^ / 
In particular, I direct you to consider ways to : increase the number of experts investigating food­
borne disease outbreaks: give health experts state-of-the-art tecimology to trace infectious agents 
to their source; use advanced communications networks to spepi outbreak information to health 
authorities across the country; develop new technologies to ppewnt food-borne diseases before 
they reach the consumer through improved food production and processing methods; *ahd 
education strategies to empower the public to improve health by avoiding food-related diseases. 



PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES NEW MEASURES TO ENSURE FOOD SAFETY 

Today, President Clinton announced new measures to ensure food safety and to strengthen the 
nation's ability to detect outbreaks of foodborne illness. First, President Clinton announced the 
creation of an Early Warning System, which will help to prevent the occurrence and mitigate the 
extent and severity of foodborne illness outbreaks. Second, the President directed the Secretary of 
Agriculture, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency to work with consumers and private industry and recommend to 
him within 60 days additional measures the Administration should take to ensure food safety. This 
announcement comes four years after an e-coli outbreak caused by contaminated hamburger meat at 
a national restaurant chain. 

A Record of Working to Improve Food Safety 

Since taking office, the Clinton Administration has taken several steps to strengthen our food safety 
system. In August 1996, President Clinton signed into law the Food Quality Protection Act of 
1996, new legislation to keep harmful pesticides off our fruits and vegetables. In July 1996, 
President Clinton announced steps to modernize the nation's meat and poultry inspection system for 
the first time in 90 years. And in 1995, the President put in place strong new protections to ensure 
seafood safety. In addition. President Clinton signed into law legislation that keeps our drinking 
water safe and pure. But in order to ensure the safety of our nation's food supply, to prevent disease 
outbreaks, and to better prevent outbreaks in the future, we need to do more. That's why President 
Clinton today announced several new steps. In addition, President Clinton's 1998 budget proposal 
includes $42 million in new funding to investigate causes and track outbreaks of foodborne illnesses 
and to monitor food safety. 

A New Early Warning System 

Today, President Clinton announced the creation of a new national Early Warning System to help 
catch outbreaks of foodborne illness early, preventing illness and possibly deaths. As part of the 
new system, the Administration will increase the number of food safety surveillance sites around the 
country from 5 to 8, enhance their technology, and link them and state and local health departments 
together to create a powerful new national network to detect, respond to, and prevent outbreak of 
foodborne illness. In collaboration with state and local health departments, the Administration will 
look intensively for cases of foodborne disease, and will make every effort to understand how the 
food came to be contaminated and how contamined food is being passed to consumers. The eight 
"sentinel" sites will also gather data that will advance our understanding of foodborne illness and 
will include scientists to investigate food-related disease outbreaks - new "disease detectives." The 
Administration will also fund enhanced lab capabilities and use the latest science to develop DNA 
"fingerprints" of harmful microorganisms. And we will link the sites electronically with the 
computer technology so that we can identify related outbreaks that occur in different areas of the 
country. 


