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To:  See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: Food Safety Fact Sheet, for your review.

President Clinton Announces new Maasures to
Reduce Feodborne lliness
January xx, 1997
-- DRAFT --

Announcement
o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to

help catch and respond to outbreaks of foodborne lliness

parlier, and to give us the data we need to prevent future

outbreaks. The Adminlistration will:

o increase the number of active food safsty survsillance
sites across the country from b to 8;

o equip these “sentinal” sites and other state health
departments with stata-of-the-art technology, including
DNA "fingerprinting” to identify infectious agents and
additional expert disease detectives to trace outbreaks
to their source;

o link the sltes, other state health departments, and

'Federal public health agencies elactronically to-allow
rapid sharing of lab data -- including digitized
fingerprinting data -- nationwide; and

o at the sentinal sites, investigate foodborne illnesses
in depth to strengthen the scientific basis for our
hazard prevention programs,

o Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health
and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency -- working with
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public -- to
identify new ways to advance food safety through government
and private sector actions, including public-private
partnerships. The Prosident asked for recommendations in 90
days.

o Third, President Clinton announced hae will request $42
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System,
increase seafood safoty inspections, and expand food safety
research and education.

Background
o Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and
quantity, we can do more to gliminate disease caused by
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o We face new challenges Involving food safety as we enter the .

21st Century. Novel pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones
" are growing resistant to treatment. Americans eat In

restaurants more. And we  @at more imported foods, some
of which comss from across the globe overnight. These
changes require strengthened systems of coordination,
survelllance, prevention, Inspections, research, risk
assessment and education.

Building on Our Accomplishments

o President Clinton took a humber of steps to modernize food
safety programs In his first four years and prevent
foodborna illnesses.

o The President put in ptace new scl W
prevention systems for s?po “meat, and poultry. in 1985,

‘ trong protections to ensure
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced

new rules -- that begin to teke affect next week -- to | o

modernize the nation’s meat and poultry {nspection system i
for the first time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System
will gather critical sciantitic data to further improve

these prevention systams.

o In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality
Protaection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while
strengthaning health protections for all Americans,
especially children. '
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to
Reduce Foodborne Illness
January xx, 1997
-- DRAFT --
Announcement
President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to help catch and
respond to outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to give us the data we need
to prevent future outbreaks. The Administration will:
increase the number of active food safety surveillance sites across the country
from S to §;
equip these "sentinel” sites and other state health departments with state—of-
the—art technology, including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious agents
and additional expert disease detectives to trace outbreaks to their source;
link the sites, other state health departments, and Federal public health agencies
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data —— including digitized
fingerprinting data —— nationwide; and
at the sentinel sites, investigate foodborne illnesses in depth to strengthen the
scientific basis for our hazard prevention programs.

President Clinton announced he will request an increase of $42 million in his
1998 budget for food safety to fund the Early Warning System.($11.5 million),
increase seafood safety inspections, and expand food safety research, training and
education.

The President asked for further recommendations. He directed the Secretaries of
Health and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency —— working with consumers, producers, industry,
states, and the public —— to identify new ways to advance food safety through
government and private sector actions, including public-private partnerships. The
President asked for recommendations in 90 days.

Background
. Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and quantity, we can do more
to eliminate disease caused by foodborme microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths

and 33 million illnesses each year are food related, imposing amﬁed%-bﬂ-hen—m—
hospital costs. ‘

onmdrward

We face new challenges involving food safety as we enter the 21st Century. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are growing resistant to treatment. Americans
eat in restaurants more. And we eat more imported foods, some_of which comes from
across the globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems of
coordination, surveillance, prevention, inspections, research, risk assessment and
education.



Building on Our Accomplishments
President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food safety programs in
his first four years and prevent foodborne illnesses.

The President put in place new science-based, hazard prevention systems for
seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995, President Clinton issued strong protections to
ensure seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced new rules —— that
begin to take effect next week —— to modernize the nation's meat and poultry
inspection system for the first time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System will
gather critical scientific data to further improve these prevention systems.

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality Protection Act —- a
comprehensive overall of our laws that regulate pesticides in food. The new law
establishes a single, strong health-based standard, creates special safeguards for
children, protects public health and safety by using the best science available, and, for
the first time, provides Americans with the "right-to—know" about health risks from
pesticides.

Last August, President Clinton also signed a new safe drinking water law that
strengthens protections to ensure that American families have clean, safe tap water to
drink.
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WEEKLY RADIO ADDRESS 5o ¢ g "
THE WHITEHOUSE ~ \Y WV LKL v Qf
Good moming. ' | ‘('éﬁq.\. f
Today,!mplasedtomeamsjumwsteptomdpmtwdngﬂnhnhhand 6(' < 4{‘7
safety of all Americans — especially our children. | _ ;&; 6?
Ahmstawe&ago,inmyimugumlad&m,lmldtbcAm@mpeoplcinhoadm (l;l} |

mevﬁmmuu—m@,ﬂjsmymﬂnmmwﬂanDm
Mhﬂmmmmmmﬁammmﬁmamﬁxaﬂm

Ibdievewewinmahexmldﬁsviﬁmbydoingwhatwehavedwaysdmminmmmnsof
gxmdwnngyhok&mgﬁammrmduﬁngvathmﬂmﬂmisﬂnbdic&hm
asaveﬂ:epmofmmdﬂmﬁnmknowmﬂmﬂrwhommcnmlduymbcﬁne

That's why I was 5o conoeriied by what bappessd in Washiingion State aod in 6 othex
Western statcs this fll. Apple juice contaminated with & deadly steaizeof E Coli bactessa reachod

child died. :

Pmmjmabommmipm;?mbqswhmECdimdo.Fomm
their children to fast-food restanrants that served them hamburgers tainted by the E Coli bactexia.
Swpeop[cbmm—mofﬂm,mudyﬂl;amﬂdﬂdtmlq&thﬁrm :

That"s why my administration has made it a top priosity to protect the health and safety of
all Amesicaus. 1 signed imio law legislation to keep hacnfol pesticides off our fuiss and
vegetables — and legisiation that keeps our drinking water safe and pure. We pat in place strong .
mew protections t casave that scafood is safe. Aad we announced steps 1o modemize our meat :

E

mcg-eﬁqmmewFrm,aﬂmmmMmeemqﬁmdmm ﬂl/g(/,q{r”
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Second, the early-warning system will use state-of the. art - to keep our food T bt
safe. We will fncrease the munber of€xpert discase mvestignte and control food. g 7
WMMWewmgianmmhgybmmphﬁmdm
DNAﬁngapimngmethodsmmhfwﬁoBagunswthﬂrmWemea
pmmwmmy,wmmmﬁadymmmmmfnmpmwwe
wmmeaivmwdcommmﬁmsmmspmdouﬂ!mkmﬁmﬁmbmsmd
Tﬁilmﬂe@gh&&ﬁgofﬁm"mmmmm“
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addﬁmlmbﬁnpmwmmﬁy.lmﬂrgpmﬁmpnwhtmuofpubﬁmim
partnerships we can develop to meet this goal. And I want et report bark to me with their
i ithin 90 days. JEEEE T B p
: oq
I-'h:any,lumeaddmaanmwemwpnuiéhnﬁ:inmemd&rhm-bﬂm mp-’H-&
dﬁw-by—cﬁmhlhehlmmedbudgﬂlwﬂloﬁmﬂysmdmmmm KQ—D.”
e i llion

Thanks for listeying.
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President Glinton Announces wew Measures tp
Reduce Foodborne liness

Jannary xx, 1997
— DRAFT -

President Clinton autounced 2 new Exxly Warning System to help catch and

respond to outbhreaks of foodborne finess exxlier, ﬂﬂmdwus&dahwem

to prevent future outbreaks. The Admintstration will:

. mbmﬂadmmmymmmmm
from S to 8;

- equip these “sentined” sites and ofher stafc bealth departments with state-of-
tho-at tecimology, indudiog DNA *fogeeprintig” to identify infects

- and additional cxpert discase detectives to trace outhreaks 0 their source;

. Buk the sites, other state Icalth departments, and Federal public bealth agencics
m“’“"m“@"’mof@m-fmw
fﬁ@ﬂq#’lnﬂ;dﬂﬁ - e ﬂnd e

scientific basis for onr hamd,pmvm ptognlm. gx-fw{flﬂf

mwmmaﬂmmmmmm
sdacation. ' .

The President asked ﬁrfmﬂnrmmmanﬂiom. He directed the Secictaries of

Environmental Protection Agency — working with consrmiers, producess, mdustry,
statcs, and the public — to idcntify new ways 0 advances food safety throngh

gnwnmmutandPHWMBsxuxadmu;nmhuhgpuuurpnwuepmummhm& The
Wahdformmﬂatmm”days. |

Background

AlﬂnughAmn‘sﬁmdsupﬂyxsmmmdleqummymdm wmdomnw
#0 climsinate disease cansed by foodbome microoiganisms. - AS yuany as 9,000 dcaths
mgmmmmmmmmmmdmmm

hospital costs,

Wchccmwdmﬂmpsmvolvmgfoodmyaswemﬂzmw Novel
pathogrns arc cmcrging.  Familiar oncs are growing resistant to treafment.  Amexicaus

eat in restanyants more. And we eat more imposted foods, some of which comes from

3:ﬂnslh=!ﬁdb°(ﬂnznnﬂm.1ﬂls¢chmq;$!eqnncsu!ngﬁmnﬂdqﬂmunsuf
W,IWMMMMWM
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safety progranrs prevent Ill Steps years to modernize food
= oSS, msyection

The President put in place new science-based, hazard prevention '
systemrs for
seafood, meat, and pouitry. In 1995, President Clinton issued stooig; protections o
¢asurc seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton annotnced new rules —- that
m?m%ﬁm—mwmm'Smmm
inspection system fust time in 90 years. The new Wami

et ity . Eady atming System will

Tn Angast, 1996 President Clinton sipeed the Food Quality Protection Act:

- ’ —_—a
mm_ v Mdmhwﬂntmmhm The uew law
cstahlishes 3 single, stroug health-based standand, creates special safegrards for
children, protects public health and-sufety by sing the HCS¥ science availabie, and, for
the first tixe, provides Americans withi ¥ “right—0-know™ aboat health risks from
pesticides. TR 10

- Last Angast, Presideut Clinton also signed 2 new safe drinking water law that
. drink.

mmmmmmmmmm@mm
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January 25, 1996

Memorandm for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health apd Human Services, and the Administrator of the

Envirommental Protection Agency.

-

thousands of food-related deaths and millfons of food-related
illnegsses. .

Theusbcenbuxywiupresentnewandgteateraha]lengasinthis
avea. Novel pathogens-are-emerging. —hong-understood pathogens

My Administration has already taken a mmber of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. - I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful

pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure.-.Today I amnounced a new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system
will allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to

But we need to do more., . Gomt,cans:mersandindustzymst -
mmfoodsnpplylsthemfestmthemm.

I hereby dirvect that you work with consumers, producers,

Your recommendations should . identify steps to fuxther improve
surxveillance, inspections, research, rigk assesment, education,
your recommendations. e .

\
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Y Health Division Y

Office of Management and Budget
Executive Office of the President
Washington, D.C, 20503

Please route to: ACTION REOUESTED: TIME SENSIT1VITY:
Decision or Approval Urgent
. —Please sign —_— ASAP

Richard Turme!n X _Per your request Time Action Requested by

Barry Clendenin ___ Please comment Not Time-Sensitive

Lm-y Haas ——For your information

IVERY:

HOTBOX OVERNIGIHT. Attached ce:Sarah Bianchi___

With informutional coples for:

Subject: Comments Regarding HPS, HD Chuun, HPS Chron, NEM

Food Safety Materials
Phono;  202/395-4922

. ) Fax:  202/395.3910
From: Jim Esquea 9& Room: NEOB #7025

Victoria Schaefer asked us to review the President’s drafl radio address, fact sheet, and directive
regarding the food safety initiative. QOur recommended edits are attached.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

! o



[ ]

ID: JAN 23’97 1?\;\})0 No.003 P.02
CW\ G
P V\,_«;. ?.H s& W

WA .‘,/-Q@AA”’ &

1 W o
u{ﬂ" ‘-f"" \Vl")
PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON &)}"06' Nw",\\)@ |
WEEKLY RADIO ADDRESS C o 3 .
THE WHITEHOUSE " «
JANUARY 25, 1997 W . QJJV‘)
Good morning. ' ‘{}\"74\_ f
Today, I am pleased to announce a8 major new step toward protecting the health and 60 fq\’é\/ﬁ
safety of all Americaps — especially our children, l\d éﬁ
Almost 8 week ago, in my inaugural address, I told the American people it broad terms (L:L’t

what our vision must be — to lcad this country into the 215t century with the American Dream
alive for all our children; with the American promise of a more perfect union a reality for all our
people; with Amexica’s bright flame of freedom illuminating the world.

I belicve we will make real this vision by doing what we have always done in moments of
great change: By holding fast to our enduring valucs. Central among these is the belief that
Amgcgicans ave entitled to clean air, safe food, pure water. Hard-working American parents
deserve the peace of mind that comes from knowing that the wholesome meal they set before
their children is. safe.

That’s why I was 0 concerned by what bappencd in Washington State and in 6 other Toe
Western states this fall. Apple juice contaminated with a deadly strain of E Coli bacteria reached | o . W\
supermarket shelves. More than a dozen children — some a8 young as 2 wctehospmlhzetLOne U3
child died. c

S

'.,a-"'

I"m sure just about every parent in America remembers what B Coli can do. Four years
ago this month, tragedy struck hundreds of families in the Western United States when they took
their children to fast-food restaurants that served them hamburgers tainted by the E Coli bacteria.
500 people became ill — some of them, severely ill; and 4 children lost their lives.

There's simply no excuse for this. Though America has the world's safest food supply,
millions of Americans are made sick by food-bome diseases every yeur; thousands actually die.

That's why my administration has made it a top priority to protect the health and safety of
all Americans. I gigned into law legislation to keep barmful pesticides off our fruits and
vegetables — and legislation that keeps our drinking water safe and pure. We put in place strong
new protections to ensure that seafood is safe. And we amnounced steps to modernize our meat
and pouttry food safety system for the first time in 90 years. Those new safety rules will begin to
take effect next week. From now on, all meat and poultry plants will be required to test for E
Coli.
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We have built a solid foundation of health security for our families. But, clearly, we

must do more. No parent should have to think wice about the juice they pour thebr

children at breskfast or a bamburger ordered during = dinner out. That is why today ¥ am

apnouncing new steps to keep our food safe and to profect our children from deadly

.bacteria ;
First, we will put in place a nationwide eariy-warning system for food-borne illness.

Right now, the Centers for Diseasc Control sponsor S centers across the country whose mission

1s to post a look-out for food-bome discases ~ like E Coli and Salmonella. Working with stute

and local governments, these “sentinel sites™ stand watch over our public health. Today, Tam

J announcing that we will increase the number of these sites from 5 to 8. And we will link them to "
other state health ageacies. This|folisswsdc early-warning system will enable us to catch outbreaks \/
sooner, and give us the data we need to prevent outbreaks from happening in the first place.

Second, the early-waming system will use state~of-the-art technology to keep our food
safe. We will increase the number of expert diseass detoctives to investigate and control food-
borne dissase outbreaks. We will give these experts the techmology to use sophisticated new

- DNA. fingerprinting methods to trace infectious agents to their source. We will create a
- fingerprint library, so we can immedintely recognize an illness if it reappears. And we
(o¢™  will use advanced communications networks to speed outbreak information to hospitals and
public health agencies arpund the country.

Third, I am djrecting the Secyetaries of Agriculture and Health and Human Services, s
well as the Admivistrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, to work with compaunities,
farmers, buginesscs, consumer protection groups, and all levels of government to come up with
additiopal measures to inaprove food safety. I went them to focus on what sort of public-private
partnerships we can develop to meet this goal. And I want them to report back to me with their
findings within 90 days.

Finally, let me add that all";hese new public health investments are paid for line-by-line,
dime-by-dime in the balanced budget I will officially send to Congress next month.

With this new early-warning system to track food-borne fliness, we are saying, lond
and clear, that we will use the world's best selence to make the world’s most bountifal food
supply safer than ever before for our families and our chiidren. Together, we will see to it
that our people find a Jand of pew promise in the 21st century.

“Thanks for listening.
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to
Reduce Foodborne Ilness

January xx, 1997
~ DRAFT —

Announcement

L

President Clinton annomnced a new Early Warning System to help catch and

. respond to outbreaks of foodborne fincss earlier, and to give us the data we need

topurentmmreambmks. The Administration will: |
mmcthenmberofmfoodsﬁdquumoeslmmtheeoumy
from S to 8;

. equip thesc “gentinel" sites and other state health departments with state-of-
the-art technology, including DNA “fingesprinting” to identify infectious agents
and additional expert disease detectives to trace outbreaks to their source;

. link the sitcs, other state health departments, and Federal public health agencics
electronically to allow rapid sharing of Iab data —~ including digitized
fingcrprinting data -— nationwids; and
at the sentinel sites, investigate foodborne ilinesses in depth to strengthen the -
scientific basis for our bazerd prevention programs.

c.‘.Pqu&tM“% {ive 4

President Clinton anpounced ho will am increase of on In his

1998 budget for food safety to fund the{Emly Wamning System ($11.5 million),

imcyease seafood safety inspections, and expand food safety rescarch, training and

education. |

The President asked for further recommendations. He directed the Secrctaries of

Health and Human Services and Agriculture, md the Administrator of the

Eavixonmental Protection Agency — working with consumers, producers, industry,

statos, and the pubhc —— to identify new ways to advance food safety through

govemment and private sector actions, including p\lbhc-pnvate partnexships. The 7/2 4

President asked for recommendations in 90 days. ‘!6
Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality apd quantity, we caq do more
10 eliminate dispasc caused by foodbome microorganisms. Asessmmno deaths lﬁ":x_

wod 33 millies each year are food reisted, imposing anestinswede§3-billionsin U{,\\Ay—
hospital costs. W ,{ ’ o &
TN

Weﬂunewchaummmvolmgfoodsafayaswccntathczmantuxy N0vel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are growing resistant to treatwent. Americans
cat ip restpurants more. And we cat more imported foods, some of which comes from .y wy
across the globo overnight. These changes require strengthencd systems of Wt S
Mmdimﬁon. surveillance, prevention, inspections, rescarch, risk asscesment and

on.
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. m:dmm:ookaaumbuoiminhkﬁmfmymtomodudufood
safety progrems and prevent foodborne illnceses.

. The President put In place new sclence-based, hazard prevention
seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995, mwongpmtecuonsto -
cosme seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced new rules —— that -7 ard M J”j;.,
begin 10 take effect next week —— to modemize the nation's meat and poultry 1&1. et
inspection system for the first time in 90 years. The new Bacly Waming System will
gathnaiﬂulmnﬁcdmmﬁnthammvcthesepnvmﬁmtyMs

\r\o-"

. In Augnst, 1996 entuintonsugnedthaMQmﬂtyWonM»-a
comprehensive o f our laws that reguiate pesticides in food. The new law
establishies a single, strong health~based standard, creates spocial safegnards for
children, protects public Lealth and safety by using the best science available, and, for
the first time, provides Ameyicans with the “right—to~koow” abofit health risks from

pesticides.

Last August, President Clinton also signed a new safe drinking water law that
strengthens protections to cnsure that American familics bave clean, safe tap water to
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Namorandum on Improving the safew of tha ltation s Food supply
January 25, 1996

Nemorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture. the Secretary of
Boalth and Ruman 8ervices, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Mericans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.
Although our f£ood is unmetched in quantity end quality, we can 4o
bettar in our efforts to eliminate disesse caused by
microorganisms amni other contaminants. Americans still suffer
thousands of food-releted deaths and millions of food-related
11lnesses. ‘

The 2lst cemtury will present naw snd greater challaenges in this
area. Novel pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens
are growing resistant to treatmant., Amaricans eat more foods
prepared outsida the home, snd we oconsumas racord levels of
imported food -- some of which moves across the globe ovarnight.
Thesa changing circumstences require greatly strengthened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and
education.

My Mministrat:l.on has slready taken & number of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the maat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems.: I signed into lew new lagiclut;on to keep harmful
pasticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
kaeps our drinking water safe and pure, Today I announced a new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The syﬂtem
will allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to
batter pravent tham in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, consumexs end industxy must
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to angure
our food supply is tha safest in the world.

1 hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers,
industry, states end the public to identify sdditional ways to
improve the safety of our food supply through government end
private sector action, including public~private partnerships.
Youx yreoommeandations ghould identify steps to further improve
surveillance, inspections, research, risk assemment, educsetion,
and coordination among local, state, and federal haalth
authorities. You should report baou to me with in 90 days with
your rmdnt:lm.
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Building on Our Accomplishments:

. Vice President Gore has been at the forefront of U.S. government efforts to protect the
health of Americans and the global community from new infectious diseases, including
foodbome infections. In June, 1996, Vice President Gore called for the creation of a
world-wide infectious disease surveillance and response system. The Early Wamning
System announced today will form a critical component of this network.
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§<L President Clinton Announces new Measures to

‘QQ’ Reduce Foodborne Illness
{

January xx, 1997
-- DRAFT --

President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to
help catch! outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The
Administration will:

o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety Cuugt wwiwf 5
surveillance sites across the country from 5 to 8; “ A%V fom?
equip these sites with state-of-the-art technology, J*WI“
including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious
agents; and add expert disease detectives to trace
outbreaks to their source:;

o) increase technical and financial support to state and
local food safety officials; and

o link the sites; and state and local health departments
electronically|/to allow rapid sharing of lab data --
including digié&zed fingerprinting data -- nationwide.

Folemi public el R S

Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health

and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of

the Environmental Protection Agency -- working with

consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public -- to

identify new ways to advance food safety through government

and private sector actions, including public-private

partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in

90 days. _

Third, President Clinton announced he will réquest $42
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System

—I—S2—midiien), increase seafood safety inspections, and

expand food safety research and education.
MMWB

Background

o

Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an
estimated $3 billion in hospital costs. 2g%%$gééumﬁﬂ

iAVDlv’Iv\ox foodd Sa.L& oy (E /
We face new challenges ‘as we ‘enter the“2lst Century. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are ‘resista to

treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more. And we

eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the

globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems _

of coordination, surveillance, prevention, -eeﬂtrai-)thdnﬂﬁ Vﬂm@ﬁ)
research, and education.

""-L [~ 9y55W3

Building on Our Accomplishments

(o}

President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food
safety programs in his first four years, u#ﬂhaéssi?vw+1%’c'v/
ot foed borne o sease. CusnA )



The President put place new science-based, hazard
prevention systems/for seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995,
President Clinton [issued strong protections to ensure
seafood safety. n July, 1996 President Clinton announced
new rules -- thet take effect this week -- to modernize the
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the first
time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System will gather
critical scientific data to further improve these prevention
systems.

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while
strengthening health protections for all Americans,
especially children.
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Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply
November 2, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.

Although our food is unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do Sﬁ”g
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by A
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer Gdj&fv
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related  .%-

- illnesses<c—@acd ey [ ods (711’.(70”‘“\ o w\at’\-&/@)
mol & R /'m i ¢

The 21st century will present new and greafer challenges. Novel

pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing

resistant to treatment. Americans consume ‘record levels of

imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight.

These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems

of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and

education.

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system
will allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to
better prevent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure
our food supply r the safest in the world.
/s N(CE)
I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers,
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to
improve the safety of our food supply through government and
private sector action, including public-private partnerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve .
surveillance, inspections, research, education,amd-coordination & visk 9
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should qessssiwin =
report back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations.
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President Clinton Announces new Meagures8 tao
Reduce Focdborne lLllness
January xx, 1997
=~ DRAFT --
Anncuncement

o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to
help catch cutbreaks of foodborne iliness earlier, and to
give us the daota we need to prevent future outbreaks. The

Administration will: A —~d v
o incxeasa the number of food gatoty
surveillan gites acrogss the untry from 5 to 8:
o cluding state-of-the-art technology,,Suck as

imoluding” DNA “"fingerprinting” to identify infectious

agents;’ and adé’ezpert digease detectives to trace
outbreeks to their source; :

o increase technicel and financial support to state and

-FQ D locel food safety officlale;—end— =
e ) k) the—sites™and state emd=teosel”’ health departments
. electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data --

inoluding digitized fingerprinting data -- nationwids.

o Sacond. President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health
and Human Services and Agriculturs, and the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency == working with
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public -- to
identify new waye to advance food safaty through government
and private sector actions, including public-private

partnarships. The President ssked for a progress xepazt ian
90 days. .

o Third, President Clinton announced he will request 642
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System
(S12 million), increase seafood safety inspections, and
expand food safety research and education.

Background
() Although America's food supply is unmatched in guelity end
' guantity, we can do more to eliminate disease cauged by
foodborne microorganisms. As many a8 9,000 deaths and 33
million illnesses each year are fcod relmted, imposing an
aestimated 63 billion in hospital costs.

o We face now challenges as we enter the 2lst Century. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones sxe resistant to
treatment. Americans est in restaurants more. And we
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from acxoss the
globe overnight. Thése changes reguire strangthenad eystems
of coordination, surveillance, preventicn, control,
research, and educatlon.

Building oa Our Accomplishments
o President Clinton took a number of steps to modernmiza food
gsafety progrems in his £firet four years.
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President Clinton Announces new HeasprLa o
Reduce Foodborne Illness '
January xx, 1997
-- DRAFT ~-

Announcenment

O

Background :

o]

|

President Clinton announced a new Early Warnin§ System to

help catch outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to

give us the data we need to prevent future cutbreaks. The

Administration will:

o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety
surveillance sites across the country from S to 8;
equip these sites with state-of-the-art technology,
including DNA "fingerprinting® to idbﬂ#iﬁy infectious
agents; and add expert disecase detectives to trace
outbreaks to their source;

o increase technical and financial support to state and
local food safety officials: and L

o link the sites and state and local health departments
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data --
including digitized fingerprinting datie -+~ nationwide.

Second, President Clinton directed the Secazetaries of Health
and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of
the Environmental Protecticn Agency -- working with
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public -- to
identify new ways to advance food safety through government
and private sector actions, including public-private
ggr;nerships. The Prasident asked for a;p#ogﬁess report in
ays.

Third, President Clinton amnounced he will reguest $42
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Egrqy ¥arning System
(S12 wmillion), increase seafood safety inspections, and '
expand food safety research and education.'

Although America‘s food supply is unmatched im quality and
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease csused by
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33
million illnesses each year are food relatpd, imposing an
estimated $3 billion in hospital costs. .

We face new challenges as we enter the 21st Century. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are resistant to
treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more. And we

eat more imported focds, some of which ¢¢Hes@from across the
globe overnight. These changes requirefq%r ngthened systems

of coordination. surveillance, preventi y‘i—}%&m‘__ IMSPJZ(,HM
research, aaqieducation)ahd-ngk,Qﬂ;S L. /

Building on Our Accomplishments :

o]

President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food
safety programs in his first four years.
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SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on’F Safety

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW = | |
-—-~ DRAFT 01/16/97 =--- !

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's ‘Food Supply
November 2, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture. the Searetary of
Health and Human Services. and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Americang rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.
Although our food is unmatched in quantity and qqality, we can do
bettexr in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of foodorelated
illnesses.

The 21st century will present new and greater challenges. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels oOf
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight.
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, reaea;ch and uquec.h\h\ ]
education) amd Nisk A%8¢K et -

My Administration has already taken a number aof steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legdslation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I ammounced a new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system
will allow us to respond more quickly to disecase oukbreaks and to
better prevent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure
our food supply remains among the safest in the world.

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers,
industry, states and the public to identify additicnal ways to
improve the safety of our food supply through gevernment and
private sector action, including public-private partnerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve Lo
surveillance, inspections, research, education and.coordination;2 sk
W among local, state, and federal health authorities. You shoul
A report back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations.
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to
Reduce Foodborne Illness
January xx, 1997
== DRAFT --

Announcement

(o)

o

bc \10‘;;
929"5“"’ 7

o

Background

President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to
help catch outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The
Administration will:

o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety
surveillance sites across the country from 5 to 8;
equip these sites with state-of-the~art technology,
including DNA "fingerprinting” to identify infectious
agents; and add expert disease detectives to trace
outbreaks to their source:;

o increase technical and financial support to state and

_ ety officials; and
12&@,\ o link the sitegjand state and local health departments
e electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data --

including digitized fingerprinting data -- nationwide.
LA -dffSt 14

Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health
and Human Services and Agriculture, and e Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency -—- rking with
consumers, producers, industry, states,{and the public -- to
identify new ways to advance food safety through government
and private sector actions, including public-private
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in
90 days. '

Third, President Clinton announced he will request $42
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System
~—~{8ki-miiiton), 1increase seafood safety inspections, and
expand food safety research‘?nd education.

1(‘1‘(-\1-\:3 .

Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disecase caus=d by
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an
estimated $3 billion in hospital costs. A (

2ve vfl\j
We face new challenges as we enter the leg/é;ntury. /ﬁo;;l
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones aredresistang to
treatment, Americans eat in restaurants more. And we
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the
globe overnight. Thase changes require strengthened systems

of coordination, surveillance, prevention, control,
research, and education.

Building on Our Accomplishments

O

President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food
safety programs in his first four years.

S ——————— — 1360 Vasn 1650 0ZL 202  9S:LI  L6/L1/TO




prevention systems r seafood, , and poultry. In 1995,
President Clinton sued strong protections to ensure
seafood safety. July, 1996/ President Clinton announced
new rules -- that{take effect "this week -- to modernize the
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the first
time in 90 years. The new Barly Warning System will gather
critical scientific data to further improve these prevention
systems. '

o In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while
strengthening health protections for all Americans,
especially children. '

- T 2dS0 vdasn 16S0 02, 202& 18:L1 L6/LT/T0

enn B



SUBJECT: ' praft Presidential Directive on Food Safety

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW
---= DRAFT 01/16/97 ----

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply
November 2, 1996 : . :
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services. and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.
Although our food is unmatched in qQquantity and quality, we can do
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer
thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related
illnesses. facl feals,

The 21st century will present new and greater challenges. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels of
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight.
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and
education.

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. “he system
will allow us tc respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to
better prevent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure
our food supply remains among the safest in the world.

, wa.Vers; Red
I hereby direct Eﬂét you work with consumers, producers,
industry, statesAand the public to identify additional ways to
improve the safety of our food supply through government and
private sector action, including public-private partnerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve
surveillance, inspections, research, education and coordination
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should
report back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations.

YOO T T odso vasn 1650 02L 202&  LS:LT . L6/LI/TO
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FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW
—--— DRAFT 01/16/97 —-=--

. Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply
. November 2, 1996 il

Memoranduw for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of

. Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the
- Epvirormmental Protectiocn Agency. o

. Americans rightly expoct to have the world's safest food supply.

Although our food is unmatched in Quantity and guality, we oan do
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by
nicroorganisms and cther. contaminants. Amerieans still suffer

thousands aof food-related deaths and milliocns of £food-related
illnesses.

The 21st century will present new and greater challenges. Novel
pathogens ere emerging. Long-understood pathogens ara growing
resistant to treatment. Americansg consume record levels of
imported food, some of which moves acrose the globe overnight.
These changing circumstances require greatly strangthsned systems

of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and
education.

My Administration has slready taken a number of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the mest, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law new legielation to keep harmful '
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I asnncunced & new
national early warning system for foodborne illneas. The system

will allow us to reapond more quickly to diseame outbresks and to
batter prevent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Govermment, consumers and industry must‘
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure
our food supply remains among the safast in the world.

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producars,
industry, states and ths public to identify additional ways to
inprove the safety of our food supply through government and
private sectoz acticn, including public-private partnerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps to furthex improve
survelllance, inspections, rescarch, wducation and coordinaticon
among local, stata, and federal haslth suthorities. You should
Teport back to me with in 90 daye with your recommendations.

TOTAL P.o4
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AThe President put in placa new science-based, hazard de*“fn
preventiaon systems for seafood, mest, snd poul®ry. In 1985, v
President Clinton issued strong protections ta ansure
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announcad
new. rules -- that take effect this week -- to modernize the
nation's meat and poultry inspection eystem for the first
time in 90 years. The new Early warning System will gather

critical scientific data to further improve these prevention
systems.

o

o In August, 1996 President Clinton =igned the Food Quality
Protection Act which streamlines pasticide regqulations while
streangthening health protections for all Americans,
especially children.



L

mm/

ID: .
JAN-17-97 18:37 FROM: me— e assar 2 NDOIDENT

- Office of Management and Budget %

Na_turai Resources, Agriculture Branch

Fax Transmittal Cover Sheet
Number of pages (including cover) ﬁ
Date: /lfltij
7 7
Lz cbedh Q[ﬁé

To

Phone: : Fas:

From: _fdainms

Cameats.&wﬂmm By %“fm N’Kc&ﬂ;

tnolerdtond ov Camt

Phone: (202) 395-3446 Fax: (202) 395-4941



JAN-17-97 18:37 FROM: ID: PAGE 2749

President Clinton Announces new Measures to
Redoce FYoodborne Illness

January xx, 1997
—- DRAFT —

Aunouncesent
o 'President Clinton announced a new Early Ha:rn:lng Sys
help catch outbreaks of foodborne illmess earlier, an
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks.
Administration will:
o increagse the number of "sentinel” food safety
surveillance sites across the country from 5 to &
equip these gites with state-of-the-art techno y
including DNA "fingerprinting® to identify mfectxous \
agents: and add expert disease detectives to trace
cutbreaks to their sourcs;
‘o increase technical and fz.nancial support to state and
local food safety officials; and
o] link the sites and state and local health departments
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data --
including digitized fipgerprinting data -- nationwide.

o Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Heal
and Human Sexvices and Agriculture, and the Administrator of
the Envirommental Protection Agency —~- working with
consumexrs, producers, industry, states, and the public -- tg
identify new ways to advance food safety through government
and private sector actions, including public-private
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in
90 days-

o Third, President Clinton announced he will request $42
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System
(812 million), increase seafood safety inspections, and
expand food safely research and education.

Backsround
Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by
foodborna microorganisms. Ase many as 9,000 deaths and 33
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an
estimated $3 billion in hospital costs.

o Wwe face new challenges as we enter the 2lst Century. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are resistant to
treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more. And we
eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the
globe ovarnight. 7These changes reguire strengthened gystess
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, control.
research, and education.

Building on Our Accomplishments
o] President Clinton took a3 number of steps to modernize food
safety programs in his first four years.
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c The President put in place new science-based, hazard

prevention for seafood, meat, and poultry. Im 1995,
President Clinton {ssued strong protections tc ensure
seafood safety. In July, 1996 President Clinton announced
new rules -- t take effect this week -- to modernize the

nation's meat and poultry inspection gystem for the first
time in S0 years. The new Early Warning System will gather
critical scientific data to further improve these prevention
‘Systems.

o In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality
Protection Act which strxeamlines pesticide regulations while
strengthening health protections for all Awmericans,
especially children.



JAN-17-97 18:38 FROM: ID: PAGE as4

SUBJECT

Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW
—-~ DRAFT 01/16/97 —=~-

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply
November 2, 1996

Memorandum for the Sacretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health and Fuman Services, and the m'ministratot of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.
Although our food is ummatched in quantity and quality, we can do
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by
microorganisms and other cantaminants. Americans still suffer
thousands of food-related Geaths and millions of food-related mé“‘-&“
illnesses. wove foods ?mpwu—i
ol cond
The 21st century will present new and grea challenges. Novel
pathogens are emerging. ILong-understood pathogens are growing
raegistant to treatment. Americans consume)record levels of
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight.
These changing circumstances require greatly strengl:bened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research,
education.

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced 3 new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system
will allow us to respond more quickly te disease outbreaks and to
bettexr prevent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure
our food supply remains among the safest in the world.

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers,
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to
improve the safety of our food supply through govexnment and
private sector action, including public-private partmerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve
survaeillance, inspections, research, education and coordination
among local, state, and federal health auvthorities. You should
report back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations.
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President Clinton Announces new Measures to st
LMJ wespod K Reduce Foodborne Illness
—— January xx, 1997 L a4f4—~
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Announcement . Lo
o President Clinton announced a new Early Warning System to /yvvd/

help catch'!/outbreaks of foodborne illness earlier, and to
give us the data we need to prevent future outbreaks. The
Administration will: 4:?
o increase the number of "sentinel" food safety rf
surveillance sites across the country from 5 to 8; 25
equip these sites with state-of-the-art technology,
including DNA "fingerprinting" to identify infectious <§7¢~°—-
agents; and add expert disease detectives to trace
outbreaks to their source;
(o) increase technical and financial support to state and
local food safety officials; and
o link the sites and state and local health departments
electronically to allow rapid sharing of lab data --
including digitized fingerprinting data -- nationwide.

Carfa

Second, President Clinton directed the Secretaries of Health
and Human Services and Agriculture, and the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency -- working with
consumers, producers, industry, states, and the public -- to
identify new ways to advance food safety through government
and private sector actions, including public-private
partnerships. The President asked for a progress report in
90 days.

Third, President Clinton announced he will request $42
million in his 1998 budget to fund the Early Warning System
(812 million), increase seafood safety inspections, and
expand food safety research and education.

Background

(o]

Although America's food supply is unmatched in quality and
quantity, we can do more to eliminate disease caused by
foodborne microorganisms. As many as 9,000 deaths and 33
million illnesses each year are food related, imposing an

estimated $3 billion in hospital costs.‘4
e s/a/wj Ja

We face new challenges as we enter the 215t Century. Novel
pathogens are emerging. Familiar ones are resistant to
treatment. Americans eat in restaurants more. And we

eat more imported foods, some of which comes from across the
globe overnight. These changes require strengthened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, control,
research, and education.

Building on Our Accomplishments

(o)

President Clinton took a number of steps to modernize food
safety programs in his first four years.



The President put in place new science-based, hazard
prevention systems for seafood, meat, and poultry. In 1995,
President Clinton issued strong protections to ensure
seafood safety. 1In July, 1996 President Clinton announced
new rules -- that take effect this week -- to modernize the
nation's meat and poultry inspection system for the first
time in 90 years. The new Early Warning System will gather
critical scientific data to further improve these prevention
systems.

In August, 1996 President Clinton signed the Food Quality
Protection Act which streamlines pesticide regulations while
strengthening health protections for all Americans,
especially children.



SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE REVIEW
---- DRAFT 01/16/97 ----

Memorandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Supply
November 2, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency. -

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.

Although our food is unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do

better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by

microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer

thousands of food-related deaths and millions of food-related

illnesses. _ 7&;,44U*’
&4

The 21st century will present new and greater challenges(/ Novel
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record levels of
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight.
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and
education.

My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve
food safety. We modernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law new legislation to keep harmful
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keeps our drinking water safe and pure. Today I announced a new
national early warning system for foodborne illness. The system
will allow us to respond more quickly to disease outbreaks and to
better prevent them in the future.

But we need to do more. Government, consumers and industry must
work together to further reduce foodborne disease, and to ensure
our food supply remains ame?flfhe safest in the world.

I hereby direct that you work with consumers, producers,
industry, states and the public to identify additional ways to
improve the safety of our food supply through government and
private sector action, including public-private partnerships.
Your recommendations should identify steps to further improve
surveillance, inspections, research, education and coordination
among local, state, and federal health authorities. You should
report back to me with in 90 days with your recommendations.
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FROM: Elizabeth Drye, 456-5573
SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Directive on Food Safety
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Memicrandum on Improving the Safety of the Nation's Food Bupply
November 2, 1996

- Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health and Kuman Services, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Americans rightly expect to have the world's safest food supply.
Although our food is unmatched in quantity and quality, we can do
better in our efforts to eliminate disease caused by
microorganisms and other contaminants. Americans still suffer
thougands of food-related deathas and millions of food-related
illnesses.

1!

A
The 21st century will present new and greater challenges. Novel "N
pathogens are emerging. Long-understood pathogens are growing le’ﬁk
resistant to treatment. Americans consume record-levels of
imported food, some of which moves across the globe overnight.
These changing circumstances require greatly strengthened systems
of coordination, surveillance, prevention, research, and
education,—— Tuaest "R ‘
My Administration has already taken a number of steps to improve
food safety. Wa imodernized the meat, poultry, and seafood safety
systems. I signed into law nev legislation to keep harmful
pesticides off our fruits and vegetables -- and legislation that
keepa our drinking water safe and pura. Earlier today I
announced a new national early warning system for foodborne
illness. The system will sllow us to respond more quickly to
disecase outbreaks and to better prevent them in the future. But
we need to do more. - At .
) Augest UC %

recommend additilonal measures to improve the/safety of our food.
Your recommendations should include ways to (improve surveillance,
inspections, research, educstion and coordination among local,
state, and federal health authorities. *h—partieula~7—i—dtréﬁf'L_"
you—to—consider ways to:—increase-the number-of experts s
investigating f60d-borne disease-outbreaks;—give health-experts
-state=of=fﬁérartftechnology—to—traee~in£ectioua—agenes-to—nhe$£Q1 o
source;—and-Use-advanced-communicationg-networks to_speed g sdaeb
outbreak—informationto<‘health-authorities—across the-Country,

I hereby direct that you report back to ma 7thin% days and
b

1



Insert “A”
National and State

Insert “B”
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Insert “C”

work in partnership with States and the private sector 'ﬁ‘o

Insert “D” /&?(ﬁ’d[ @J Ccm’#/b)/

In particular, I direct you to consider ways to : increase the numbgr of experts investigating food-
borne disease outbreaks; give health experts state-of-the-art techfiology to trace infectious agents
to their source; use advanced communications networks to spegd outbreak information to health
authorities across the country; develop new technologies to prevent food-borne diseases before
they reach the consumer through improved food production and processing methods; ghd
education strategies to empower the public to improve health by avoiding food-related diseases.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES NEW MEASURES TO ENSURE FOOD SAFETY

. Today, President Clinton announced new measures to ensure food safety and to strengthen the
nation’s ability to detect outbreaks of foodborne illness. First, President Clinton announced the
creation of an Early Warning System, which will help to prevent the occurrence and mitigate the
extent and severity of foodborne illness outbreaks. Second, the President directed the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency to work with consumers and private industry and recommend to
him within 60 days additional measures the Administration should take to ensure food safety. This
announcement comes four years after an e-coli outbreak caused by contaminated hamburger meat at
a national restaurant chain.

A Record of Working to Improve Food Safety

Since taking office, the Clinton Administration has taken several steps to strengthen our food safety
system. In August 1996, President Clinton signed into law the Food Quality Protection Act of
1996, new legislation to keep harmful pesticides off our fruits and vegetables. In July 1996,
President Clinton announced steps to modernize the nation’s meat and poultry inspection system for
the first time in 90 years. And in 1995, the President put in place strong new protections to ensure
seafood safety. In addition, President Clinton signed into law legislation that keeps our drinking
water safe and pure. But in order to ensure the safety of our nation’s food supply, to prevent disease
outbreaks, and to better prevent outbreaks in the future, we need to do more. That’s why President
Clinton today announced several new steps. In addition, President Clinton’s 1998 budget proposal
includes $42 million in new funding to investigate causes and track outbreaks of foodborne illnesses
and to monitor food safety.

A New Early Warning System

Today, President Clinton announced the creation of a new national Early Warning System to help
catch outbreaks of foodborne illness early, preventing illness and possibly deaths. As part of the
new system, the Administration will increase the number of food safety surveillance sites around the
country from 5 to 8, enhance their technology, and link them and state and local health departments
together to create a powerful new national network to detect, respond to, and prevent outbreak of
foodborne illness. In collaboration with state and local health departments, the Administration will
look intensively for cases of foodborne disease, and will make every effort to understand how the
food came to be contaminated and how contamined food is being passed to consumers. The eight
“sentinel” sites will also gather data that will advance our understanding of foodborne illness and
will include scientists to investigate food-related disease outbreaks — new “disease detectives.” The
Administration will also fund enhanced lab capabilities and use the latest science to develop DNA
“fingerprints” of harmful microorganisms. And we will link the sites electronically with the
computer technology so that we can identify related outbreaks that occur in different areas of the
country. '




