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September 28, 1984 

Lisa Caputo 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
Press Secretary to the First Lady 
First Lady's Press Office 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 100 

Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Lisa: 

Terry Schaefer suggested that I contact you about the possibility of a meeting between Mrs. 
Clinton and Margot Stem Strom to discuss the violence prevention initiative that Mrs. Clinton is 
about to launch. I understand that Terry called you about Margot's work as Executive Director of 
the Facing History and Ourselves Foundation. 

Last Friday at a fund raiser for Sen. Kennedy, Margot and I heard Mrs. Clinton speak and I 
think that both would benefit from talking with each other about this critical issue. With 
Facing History's National Teacher Training Team, Margot has pioneered a violence 
prevention program to train teachers to help children develop critical thinking skills and 
leam about citizenship and individual choice. Margot has an extraordinary wealth of 
knowledge and hands-on experience with classroom teachers, educators, community leaders 
and most importantly from students whose voices she refers to as "our true moral 
philosophers." Annually more than 500,000 students, as well as thousands of teachers, 
participate in the Facing History program across the nation. 

I understand that you all are in the beginning stages of this project but Terry encouraged me 
to see if Margot might speak with Mrs. Clinton early on during the planning phase. I know 
that I may be prejudiced but I think Margot's unique perspective, tremendous knowledge and 
down-to-earth style are a good match to Mrs. Clinton's open and thoughtful manner. 

Vickie Kennedy has also spoken with Margot numerous times about the Facing 
History program. In addition. Sen. Kennedy's staff has been supportive of our work. 
Margot would be happy to come to Washington and would be flexible in order to 
accommodate Mrs. Clinton's schedule. Thank you for your interest. 

Sincerely, 

— 

Erica Stern 
Director of External Relations 

FACING HISTORY AND OURSELVES NA HONAL r-OUNDATION INC . 16 HURD ROAD. BROOKLINE. MA 021.10-6919 • 61 7-232-1505 • FAX 617-232-0281 
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Facing History and Ourselves is a national educational and teacher training organization 
which provides a powerful, thought-provoking course of study for middle and high 
school students that both examines a watershed event of the twentieth century~the 
Holocaust-and directly links issues of individual choice and social justice to the day to 
day experience of young people, particularly those in urban areas. It is a dynamic, long-
term educational approach that provides an ongoing system of services to help improve 
the overall quality of instruction to a school system, encouraging professional leadership 
and building a constituency that links the school and the community. 

Facing History is doing something vitally important to the future of our country-bringing 
social justice and citizenship education into the schools, the only place where our nation's 
diversity is truly represented. Children of all social, economic, and racial backgrounds 
have the opportunity to explore the issues of peer pressure, scapegoating, and the 
responsibility of the individual in a democratic society. 

The program is having a profound effect on education by preparing teachers to help 
students leam to think critically and to connect history to the moral choices they face in 
their own lives. Facing History illuminates themes of racism, antisemitism, and violence, 
and the difference each individual can make when a stand is taken for what is right. 

Begun as a local grassroots organization 18 years ago, Facing History has a national 
impact on school reform. It is a model for partnership between government and the 
private sector, as it is now disseminated through the National Diffusion Network and 
funded by a combination of individual, foundation, and government grants. Founded by 
two Brookline middle school teachers, Facing History now reaches over 500,000 
adolescents each year through the work of program staff in the national headquarters in 
Boston, regional offices in Chicago, Memphis and New York, and major initiatives in 
Baltimore, Los Angeles, and many other areas. 

Facing History is an archetype of what can be done to jump-start education in urban areas 
by addressing the questions that kids face every day. Facing History provides timely 
classroom materials and the staff development opportunities necessary for teachers to 
address these crucial issues through a rigorous program of study. By working directly 
with teachers. Facing History's impact is multiplied each year that a trained teacher 
works with groups of students. 

If you would like to receive further information or become involved with the work of 
Facing History, we encourage you to call or write our national headquarters in Brookline. 
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Focus On: Curriculum 

Facing 

An acclaimed program helps 
teachers prepare students to bear 

the burden of the past. 

Carol Rssnek, a teacher at Chelsea (Mass.) High School, works on i 
clay model of a monument during a session at a summer Institute 
for teachers offered by the foundation Facing History and Ourselve 

By Laura Miller 

Boston 

Y ou would think that 
the man hurling him­
self from the witness 
stand and crumpling 

lo the courtroom floor was hav­
ing sonic kind of seizure. Know­
ing the circumstances—that the 
man had been personally se­
lected by Adolf Eichmann to be 
sent to Auschwitz, and that in 
this television footage he stands 
witness at the Nazi war crimi­
nal's trial—you would think his 
reaction was triggered by some 
awful memory. By the sight of 
the renowned mass murderer. By 
the thought of millions killed. 

But the 35 teachers who sit in 
the darkened room watching a 
videotape of "The Devil Is a Gen­
tleman," a "60 Minutes" produc­
tion that aired in 1983, learn 
that the convulsions were 
prompted by an even more terri­
fying realization. 

"It's not a God!" the Holocaust 
survivor says, remembering his 
post-war confrontation with 
Eichmann. "It's not a Hitler! It's 
not Adolf Eichmann! It's me!" 

The man collapses, the narra­
tor explains, on realizing that 
"the Eichmann who stood before 
him at the trial was not the god­
like army officer who had sent 
millions to their death. This 
Eichmann was an ordinary man, 
an unremarkable man. And i f 
this Eichmann was so ordinary, 
so human," the narrator contin­
ues, then what Eichmann had 
done, "any man could be capable 
of doing." 

When the lights come on, ten­
sions run high. The teachers in 

• the room are halfway into a 
weeklong summer institute that 
uses lessons from history to ex­
plore the consequences of racism, 
prejudice, and anti-Semitism. 

One of the teachers half-jokes 
that the program is "relentless." 
A discussion ensues over 
whether some people are in­
nately cruel. Or crazy. 

But surely insanity couldn't ex­
plain the behavior of the hun­
dreds of people who contributed 
to the Holocaust, says a staff 
member at the institute. "Do you 
buy into this," she asks the 
teachers, "about Eichmann being 
in all of us?" 

Most teachers raise their 
hands. "All of you? 100 percent?" 
she presses. 

A few teachers dissent. 
And i f you're the guy who 

forced Jews onto cattle cars to 
transport them to concentration 
camps, "are you an Eichmann?" 
someone asks. 

"What about the guy sitting in 
the office, making the train 
schedules?" another prods. 

" I think I could be a bystander," 
one teacher ventures. "But could 
I bc an Eichmann? I don't know." 

Facing History 
The discussion comes at the 

end of a long day for participants 
in this teacher training institute, 
one of many run each year by the 
nonprofit foundation Facing His­
tory and Ourselves. 

Through its staff-development 
initiatives and other outreach ef-
forta, the nationally acclaimed ef­
fort reaches more than 10,000 

teachers and, through them, 
more than half a million middle 
and high school students a year. 

Its mission: to prepare teachers 
to help students think critically 
about human behavior, history, 
and the power of people to shape 
ita course. 

At one of this summer's insti­
tutes, teachers from all over the 
country traveled here to do just 
that. By the fourth day of the 
program—the day of the Eich­
mann discussion—they were 
heavily into the Holocaust. 

Ttachers began the day with a 
lesson on "The Stages of Mass 
Murder." Then came a break in 
the intensity to discuss dilTerent 
ways of incorporating literature 
and art into a study of social re­
sponsibility. Some of the teach­
ers, put in the role of students, 
broke down into groups and cre­
ated a moving series of skits 
based on a reading. 

Later, Sonia Weitz, a Holocaust 
educator and survivor of five 
Nazi concentration camps, spoke 
to the teachers about her experi­
ences and read from her poetry. 

Just before the Eichmann 
video, teachers had broken down 
into new groups to read and dis­
cuss selections from the diaries 
of Nazi party members. 

Small Steps to Catastrophe 
But while the program focuses 

on the Holocaust as a means to 
get students to think about the 
moral choices they must confront 
in their own lives, Facing History 
is not out to "paralyze stu­
dents"—or teachers—by shock­
ing them with gruesome atroci­
ties, says Marc Skvirsky, the 
program director. "In an eight-
week course," he says, a teacher 
"might spend two to three days 
on the Holocaust." 

Most of the time, he says, is 
spent examining the small steps 
that can lead to such a catastro­
phe: "How people become by­
standers, how people become 
perpetrators, how neighbors tum 
against neighbors." 

The training institutes take 
teachers through a whirlwind 
Facing History course that might 
start with discussions of identity, 
stereotyping, and conformity, 
and wind down with lessons on 
caring and taking a stand in 
one's own community. 

Early lectures at this particular 
workshop, for example, covered 
journal writing, the power of pro­
paganda, the religious roots of in­
tolerance, "Racial Identity Devel­
opment," and the "Forgotten 
History of the American Eugenics 
Movement." On the last evening, 
teachers relaxed, watching slides 
of famous monuments, construct­
ing their own out of clay, and 
talking about what goes into me­
morializing a person or an event. 

Facing History held 13 such in­
stitutes this summer and two 
during the school year, in addi­
tion to many shorter, introduc­
tory workshops and special 
events geared toward students 
and the community outside the 
classroom. 

Founded by two Brookline, 
Mass., middle school teachers 17 
years ago, Facing History now 
has regional offices in Chicago, 
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Memphis, and New York, and 
major initiatives in Baltimore 
and Los Angeles. Its outreach ef­
forts span the country and have 
even traveled as far as Germany, 
Switzerland, Cnnnda, nnd 
llrilnin. It currently him n $3 mil­
lion annual operating budget. 

It has also linked up with such 
school-reform initiatives as the 
U.S. Education Department's Na­
tional Diffusion Network, the Vi­
olence Prevention Net­
work, the New 
American Schools De­
velopment Corpora­
tion, and the National 
Urban Alliance. 

Scaling Up -
What distinguishes 

Facing History from 
many other staff-de­
velopment efforts is 
the continuing support 
teachers receive after 
the seminars .end. 
During the year, a 
Facing History staff 
member regularly con­
sults with teachers, 
helping them develop 
and sustain a program 
that's appropriate for 
adolescents. "There's a 
lot of hand-holding," 
Skvirsky says. 

In fact, if three days 
go by and Carol 
Kesnek hasn't spoken 
to her Facing History 
staff contact, "we're 
calling each other," the 
Chelsea (Mass.) High 
School teacher says. 

Uesnck,- who teaches 
community-service 
learning in the ethni­
cally diverse Boston 
suburb, uses Facing 
History materials for 
about one-third of her 
instructional time. 

"Facing History 
helped me build com­
munity in my class­
room," says Resnek, 
who relied heavily last 
year on Choosing to 
Participate, a book 
that continues the last 
chapter of the Facing 
History and Ourselves 
Resource Book. The 
class also watched 
videos from the organi­
zation's extensive li­
brary, went to sec "Schindlcr's 
List,'' and, as preparation for a 
Held trip to listen to Holocaust 
survivor Weitz, read her book of 
poetry and testimony, / Pnmuscd 

i would mi. 
Several days after the class vis­

ited Weitz, the teacher says, 
"Some kids have told mc that 
they're still thinking about her, 
and that they're getting along n 
lot iHittcr with their brothers nnd 
sisters. And you know, that kind 
of thing comes and goes, but I 
think (.tint HomtMlny, Homewhere, 
when they need it most, it will 
come back to them." 

While sonic of the teachers 
here, like Kesnek, have been 
using Facing History in their 
classroomH, others are just being 
introduced to the program's many 
possibilities. 

Michael Sullivan, a psychology 

teacher from Hudson High School 
outside Worcester, Mass., haa 
come to the seminar with two of 
his colleagues who plan to inte­
grate Facing History into a new, 
required course in civics. 

. Why the Holocaust? 

Sullivan anticipates that Facing 
History will be ensily applied at 
Hudson High, which has a large 
Portuguese-American population. 

A monument 
to the dead 

During the summer institute, a program 

staff member showed slides of some stu­

dent-made monuments to the Holocaust 

and read the students'descriptions of 

their works'.Belowis one 8thgrader's de­

scription. 

"My monument is to the dead. I spent 

this entire unit trying to put myself in the 

situations of different people. A bystander, 

a Jew, a Nazi. Now, I decided to make a 

monument to the group of people that no 

one can argue about. The group that is 

easy to understand. The dead. No matter 

what you say, the result of the Holocaust 

is the dead. So I wanted to make a monu­

ment to something no one can argue with. 

I want people to think of all the dead and 

be just a little scared. I tried to make my 

monument scary. It's also messy. That's 

the way everyone died, in a mess. I made 

a pile with figures on it to say that they 

were part of the earth, and they were not 

treated any better. The messiness of my 

monument and the abstractions are my 

main messages. I don't want this monu­

ment to be in a field, or some place where 

it's alone. I want it right in.the center of 

downtown Boston ... on the steps of the 

State House. So that it's in the way. So 

people will notice it. I want people to be 

annoyed by my monument. I want them to 

think it's so messy that people will try to 

fix it. Which is what everyone should have 

done in the Holocaust." • 

Hut he also expects that not all 
teachers and parents will under­
stand the program's value. 

"One of the arguments I've 
heard from some of the teachers 
is, 'Why the Holocaust? Why |jot 
something closer tn home?'" says 
Sullivan. 

Twice in 1987 nnd again in 
1988, U.S. Kducntinn Department 
oflicials asked that same ques­
tion, and denied funding to Fac­
ing History and Ourselves under 
the National DilTiiHioii Network, 
ti pnigrnm that makes exemplary 
instructional programs on u vari­
ety of subjects available to school 
districts. 

One member of a panel chosen 
to review the program in 1987 
complained that Facing History 
failed to represent the views of 
Nazis and the Ku Klnx Klan. 
Critics of the panel then charged 

that political conservatives had 
formed the panel to deny funding 
to programs they opposed. After 
another scuffle over funding, in 
1989 Facing History finally re­
ceived a grant of $59,;iG7 a yonr— 
ronownble for four years—lo sup­
port its dissemination cfTorts. 

Since that time, a number of 
stales, namely California, 
Florida, Illinois, New Jersey, and, 
most recently, New York, have 

mandated that schools 
teach about the Holo­
caust. But most of those 
states don't give any 
guidance on how to treat 
such a topic, and it's im­
portant to do so responsi­
bly, program officials say. 

Also, "There's a differ­
ence between teaching 
the Holocaust in a way 
that simply memorial­
izes it and in a way that 
empowers students to 
make a difference in 
their own lives," says l t d 
Scolt, the regional direc­
tor of Facing History. 

Participants agree 
that the Holocaust is an 
ideal case study, particu­
larly for schools serving 
disadvantaged popula­
tions. 

"People tend to think 
black people arc not in­
terested in this, but 
there's a commonality lo 
suffering," saya Uence 
Gordon, n coordinator of 
the arts and humanities 
at John Bartram High 
School in Philadelphia. 
"You would have thought 
that Germany in 1928 
was America In 1994— 
not just for blacks but for 
all minorities. So the 
Holocaust is a mirror." 

It sounds absurd, for 
example, that in 1938, 
President Franklin Uoo-
sevcll wns urging other 
nations to open their 
doors to Jewish immi­
grants, while nt the same 
lime closing U.S. doors. 
But it also sounds a 
whole lot like U.S. policy 
toward Haiti today, the 
teachers point out. 

It seems unfath­
omable, moreover, that 
the world could stand by 
and allow the Holocaust 

to happen. "But where was the 
public outcry nlxnil Rwanda?" one 
leacher asks. 

And what about the genocide 
in Bosnia today, others question, 
and the violence in our own com­
munities? 

"Facing History tries to help 
kids understand that in every sit­
uation they have choices," says 
Jennifer Clarke, a program asso­
ciate. "Sometimes they're not 
good choices, nnd each individual 
choice has a lot of possible consc-
quences. But fora lot of kids, that 
in itself is empoworinent." 

Margot Stern Strom, the execu­
tive director and one of Facing 
History's founders, cites another 
reason for the program's contin­
ued success. 

"It's compelling. It's relevant. 
It's timely," she says. "And kids 
remember i l . " • 



In the United States, the film 'Schindler's List' has forced people to reappraise their apprdachito"?!' 
history and themselves. John Davies reports on its introduction to the classroom;,- ;; ^ 

-t won Osc;irs. It moved c i n -
enm i indicnccs. I i was l l ic sub-
j c c l o f i lumsimds ol" newspa­
per co lumns, Ict icrs, phonc-

- i n \ :ind other discussion 
Uu m m . There is no dot ibt t h a l i n the 
Uni ted St;ites, Sch in tHe rs List 
helped ni ise publ ic consciousness 
(m il ie subject o f Naz i G c r m i m y ' s 
i i ca imcm ol the Jews. 

T l u t ni ised consciousness is now 
beint; transhitei l into classrooms. 
Th is summer, hundrct ls o f h i^h 
sclnxi l te;iclier.s jicross ihe Suites 
:iMeiuted workshops and summer 
msimnes, in wh ich ihey learned 
how to make use ol" Steven Sp ic l -
hei-i!*s l l l m as a resource l o r ge l l ing 
[Hipils to think about m o n i l issues. 

The organisat ion that has been 
entrusted w i th the task - hy Sp ic l -
ber i ' h imse l f - is a Hoston-hasei i , 
non-prot i t group f a i l e d I-aeing Jl is-
tory and Ourselves ( I - 'HAO, but 
i i l len just re leue i l lo as d i c i n g His-
to i y ) . 

Launched in 1976, Pacing His-
lory is, in tlie words o f the in l i odue-
l iun to its latest resmiruc book, 
'devoied lo teaehmg aboui the dan-

L-eis o f iruli lTcrencc and the values 
u l "c i v i l i t y , by he lp ing schools eon-
Iront the complex i t ies o f history in 
w;iys thai pnmio le c r i t i ca l and ere-
ai ive i h i n k i n g " . 

Thus, a l ihough the background 
10 the I lolocausi hqjs been an essen­
tial element o f the Fac ing History 
p rocrammc, there is a broader a im: 
"whatever we can do to gel die kids 
ro walk in one another 's shoes'* is 
how M a i g o i Stern S t r om, Facing 
His tory 's co- founder ami now 
execut ive di rector , puis i l . 

Typ i ca l l y , a c las i o f Amer ican 
teenagers tak ing a Facing History 
unit might learn about the genocide 
not only o f Jews in H i t l e r ' s Ger­
many but also o f Armen ians in 
Turkey earlier in the cenmry . dis-
•. uss problems o f lo lc rancc. idc ism 
.md equal i ty in today 's society; 
examine Nazi and other war t ime 
|H(i[)aganda lec l in iq i ies; and read 
stories sel in ihe past and in imagi ­
nary future societies. 

hi be visi ted by 

r 
- « h e y mig 

' one or u 
speakers, w h o range 
I rom Holocaust sur­
v ivors such as Rena 

Fimtei (w l i o worked in Oskar 
Schindler 's factory when she was 
M j to I f t tvwatr i t actor and activist 
Gregory A l a n - W i l l i a m s . (A black 
Amer i can , A l a n - W i l l i a m s became 
one ol the hetoes ol the I ' W Lns 
Angeles t io is when he rescued a 
lapanese Amer ican f r o m a mob 
m a c k . He recently publ ished an 
i i i ioh iographv. A Cm luT in t ; o f 
H r r i ' c x , that re l leclcd on his exper i -
-•nee as a v i c t im ol racism and a pro­
pagandist for social just ice.) 

" I l ' s lac ing history and ourselves 
- a balance o l the t w o , " emphasises 
Snout. " I t ' s supposed to introduce 
;i i ls first to quesiions o f ident i ty -
A'ho am I, where do I get my ideas 
l i om? T o th ink ing about their own 
:h ink ing , and about others. There 
ire lessons about name-ca l l ing , 
ibout label l ing, about assimi lat ion 

. . U l t ima ie ly they should be able 
o make wise judgements . 

As we l l as workshops and 
cacher-training seminars. Facing 
l is tory 's resources include a lend-
ng l ibrary o f relevant v ideos and 
i l ins . books, recordings, posters 
MHI anic les. The organisat ion, 
vhich now has of f ices in New 
t 'ork. Chicago. M e m p h i s , and 
shor t ly) Lt is Angeles as we l l as its 
nain hcadt|uarlcrs in ihe Boston 

nee educE 

C O 

Si r i in siivir: .Schimllcr s l.isl is IHMIIJ; UMTII liy Ilie KarlnK llislury group(o wurnnpuinsl prejudice l>y 
i-unlruiilin^cxiimplwor pusi inlolenincc. Ben Kingslcy us Jewish iiccniinlunt Ilzluik Slurn 

i ; .':.r, •'it;- -: 

suburb of Brookline. ilso runs con-' 
ferences, ndult , education,-pro-i 
grammes, and community evcnu.i-; 

According: to Strom,;who.,20 
years ago wus a history and English: 

teacher in Brookline.,Facing His-; 
lory began alter she had attended a! 
workshop on ihe Holocaust - about1 

which, she says, her.education had; 
told her next, to nothing^"As,.li 

.reflected on the.issues thejWorV*; 
shop speakers raised, 1 began to reel'. 
a sense of .disquiet about my, own 
education and that of my students."; 
she recalls. Her-childhood- was 
spent in a still-segregated -Ten-' 
nessee, where "you could live1 next? 
to a zoo that let black people in only, 
on Thursday but still get an A in! 
civics by memorising the-blll jofi 
rights". This led her to Ihe rcalisa-j 
non that her schooling had left out a 
lot ol'hisiory and "the morel dimen-i 
sionsofhisiory".;. ....... . v-) 

.. However, l acing History soon' 
recognised that simply "memorial-' 
ismg" ihe Holocaust,.-, wasn't-
enough. "Often Ihe first ciit at the; 
kind of htstory.telling is like femi-.' 
msm in its early stages - il's docu-i 
menting the pain, and noi.alwaysj 
looking at opportunities Ibrpreven-! 
lion," says Strom. "But our.take: 
from the beginning was social jus­
tice education." . ...... ..-.i 

. he emphflsiscsr'that-.'asi.'fl.' 
teacher developing tFac-. 
ing History malerials^in, 
the early days she wasi 
laughi. by her pupils as; 

much as ihey were by her. "They; 
kept journals, which I still have,-; 
Ihey previewed films, their parents; 
came into the classroom. The kids 
tell it was important material, and 
the teachers didn'i always have the 
nght answers. . ." .. i 

Now ihat Facing History , has 
become more established,, it is an 
example of what the Boston Globr 
has described as "a new American 
export: leaching tolerance" . The 
organisation has been .invited lo 
seminars and workshops for teach­
ers in Gennany, Switzerland and 
Hungary, among oiher European 
coumries, and has links with the 
Anne Frank House in Amsterdam 
as part.ol a,"rolling inlercliitnge 
among like-minded people"; as 
Strom puts il. , 
• What aboui Britain? As long ago 

as 1986 the University. of East 
Anglia hosted a conference entitled 
"Facing History and Ourselves:. 
The Holocaust and Human Behav-

- lour", although Ml AO's links wilh 
(his country seem not to tic very 
sirong now. "lint we've got lo keep 
our locus here in Ihe USA," says 
Strom, "because there's so much 
work to be done. We' ve so much to 
leurn". - ' •/ 

"We've beeri'collccting lessoii, 
plans and journals and Idlers ihat, 
kids have wriilen.lo Spielberg thar 
an; really .. remarkable."she' 
enihuses. "Remarkable, because no 
one can believe ihui kids are full of 
such moral passion." ' 

She recalls Spielberg thinking that 
the lilm "wasn't going lo be popular-, 
and he wanted il to have life. He was 
like the school teachers, who..get; 
involved in Ihis history fof Ihe first' 
lime -all of a sudden you discoverthe 
moraliiy and it sums alTecting your. 
own behaviour. You want your chil­
dren lo know nboul it- .. • -.i 

• • • :<^W<;1 

Facing History and Ourselves founda­
tion Inc, 16 Hurd Road, Brookline,: 
Massachusetts, United States 021-16-
6919. Tel: 0101 617 232 1595. Fax: 
0101 617 2320281.E-maillho«liia.org 



MARGOT STERN STROM 

Fighting hate's hidden curriculum 
Of course history doesn't 

repeat itself exactly, but 
there Is a warning bell 
ringing In our community. It 
echoes lyrics of the musical 
from South Pacific: You've 
got lo be taught to hate and 
fear. You've got to be taught 
from year to year. It's got to 
be drummed Into your sweet 
little ear. You've got to be 
carefully taught, you've got 
to be carefully taught. 

And someone is teaching 
our kids to hate. Dally we 
witness the success of a 
"hidden curriculum" learned 
on the school playground, in 
the cafeteria and in the 
parks and streets of our 
towns and cities. It is a 
curriculum often more 
powerful and better 
mastered than the dally 
lessons prepared by the 
teacher. 

In classrooms across 
this country students share 
a universal knowledge of 
words and images of the 
"other." When students are 
asked to describe what they 
think they know about 
"others," their answers often 
reveal virulent stereotypes: 
Asians are X..." and "Blacks 
are X..." and "Jews are X..." 
Their knowledge fills pages, 
and their recall is perfect. 
They have been carefully 
taught myths and 
misinformation. Is it a 
surprise that neighbor is 
turning against neighbor? 

When the chasm 
between the curriculum of 
the classroom and the daily 
lives of our students is so 
wide, students exercise their 
options, they stop trusting 
their teachers; the 
curriculum seems irrelevant. 
Some continue to play the 
"game of education," 
attending class and telling 
teachers what they want to 
hear. Others become 
cynical, Indifferent and 
apathetic. Still others, 
alienated and angry, drop 
out. Public spaces and 
Institutions, streets and 
schools give little refuge as 
fear grows until finally the 
practice of communal trust 
and the activity of chic life 
are memories. Increasingly, 
the nation's youth are 
expressing rage through 
violence. 

JOHN' OVCRMYLR ILLUSTSATlON 

We must provide our 
children with a reason to go 
to school - a curriculum that 
matters. We need to re­
energize, re-support and re­
tool our teachers to reach 
and teach the students who 
need the lessons of tolerance 
first before they can practice 
the science, math and 
history necessary to work 
and live in this complex 
world. 

The remedies for 
education share 
characteristics with 
successful interventions in 
health care and day care: 
they must be quality 
programs, proven to be 
effective; they must be 
timely; they must invest in 
people: they must be flexible, 
the activity is labor intensive, 
and the results take time. 
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No one can legislate morality 
and good citizenship or 
family values and healthy 
kids. 

"The nonprofits spend 
far less for results than 
governments spend for 
failures," wrote Peter 
Drucker, the Internationally 
acclaimed author and 
professor of social sciences 
at Claremont College. "What 
Is needed, therefore, is a 
public policy that establishes 
tlie nonprofits as tlie 
country's first line of attack 
on its social problems." 

One such nonprofit in 
education is Facing History 
and Ourselves. The Boston-
based national teacher 
training organization, cited 
by tlie US Department of 
Education as exemplary, was 
funded in the 1970s under a 
special federal program 
aimed at identifying and 
developing programs worthy 
of dissemination across the 
country. Facing History 
works because it delivers 
service to steachers. Its 
programs are rigorous, 
relevant and flexible. 

In classrooms i n Boston 
and across the country there 
are Facing History teachers 
combatting the hidden 
curriculum by teaching 
about social justice and 
responsible democratic 
citizenship. With the 
guidance of Facing History 
staff and resource speakers, 
teachers create a Facing 
History course using the 
historical case study of the 
failure of Weimar Germany 
and the Holocaust of Jews, 
as well as events from 

"American history that 
. illuminate, the themes of peer 
pressures, obedience and 
discrimination. Facing 

History staff and resource 
speakers show educators 
how to use history, 
literature, art, math and 
science to bring Issues such 
as individual choice, 
tolerance, dogma, evil and 
altruism into the classroom. 

Recently, a Facing 
History teacher reflected on 
his students' responses to 
the LA riots. He said, "My 
students ... understood the 
process of scapegoating. We 
developed an equation in the 
classes: Dehumanization + 
Threat = Violence. They 
could understand who was 
being threatened, both In the 
dominant groups and in the 
out groups. They could see 
how some people were both 
victims and perpetrators." 

After the Rodney King 
beating, the consequences of 
hate were felt throughout 
Los Angeles. The city closed 
many schools i n order to 
ensure the safety of the 
young. It is i n these very 
schools, however, that we 
must welcome our students 
Into a safe haven and 
prevent such outbursts of 
hate i n the future. 

Someone is teaching our 
kids to hate. But we can 
teach them how to avoid 
violence, practice empathy 
and see the world through 
the lens of the other. We can 
teach them to understand 
how hate works. 

Margot Stem Strom is 
executive director of Facing 
History and Ourselves. 
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Teaching children a way of life without hate 
By Joiiq.ih P. Kalm 

GLOBE STAFF 

When Los Angeles erupted 
in violence last week, city offi­
cials moved swiftly to shut 
down the schools, fearing for 
the students' safety. That was 
a no-brainer, most observers 
would agree. Blood ran hot in 
the mean streets of LA In a 
city at war wilh itself, every 
citizen became a potential ca­
sualty. 

To at least one onlooker, 
however, padlocking those 
classrooms may have been a 
mistake. Not because safety is­
sues were trivial, says Margot 
Stern Strom, executive direc­
tor of Facing History And 

Ourselves, a nationally recognized educational program based in Brook-' 
line; but because an opportunity was lost for a more important process to 
happen. 
; - And what was important at that moment, Strom argues, was for 
schoolchildren to examine the tragedy unfolding around them, from the 
battlegrounds of their immediate neighborhoods to American society in 
general. The opportunity lo face history, in other words, as it was literally 
being written before their eyes: in smoke and tears, busted-glass and 
broken promises..-. v . 

" J ' . STROM, Page 87 
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"Fenced Soldier," by a sludetrt at the 
Runhle School In Brookline, Is part of 
an exhibit at the Mall at Chestnut Hill. 

Margot Stern Strom, executive director of Facing History And Ourselves, based in Brookline. 



Facing History aims to teach children a way of life without hate 
• STROM 
Continued from Page 85 

"School is often more of a safe 
haven for kids than their neighbor­
hoods are," notes Strom during a re­
cent (and rare) break in her busy 
schedule. "Maybe shutting down 
schools that first day was the only 
reasonable option. I don't know." 

She lowers her voice, letting slip 
a trace of her native Tennessee 
drawl. "Still," she says, "if I lived out 
there I would at least have wanted to 
be part of the decision process." 

Strom is, if nothing else, a cru­
sader with credentials. And perspec­
tive. 

Fifteen years ago, the former 
Runkle School social studies teacher 
co-founded an organization dedi­
cated to teaching teachers and stu­
dents new ways of thinking about so­
cietal evils like racism and anti-Sem­
itism. Not what to think about them, 
says Strom, since moral evolution is 
perforce a personal journey. But a 
better way of understanding how a 
horror like the Holocaust can occur 
wilh the assistance, active or passive, 
•of olhenvisc well-meaning citizens: 
doctors, lawyers, poets, policemen. 

The approach was altogether 
novel for a generation conditioned to 
think of Nazi atrocities as ancient 
history. - -

By studying the raw material of 
prejudice - Ku Klux Klan recruiting 
films and pro-Hitler propaganda, for 
example - students learn about the 
root causes of genocide, not simply 
the results. By examining the lives of 
unsung heroes, they, better 
appreciate how individuals can make 
a positive difference for society as a 
whole. 

: And that's what Facing History 
is really all about, Strom says. A 
dose of preventive medicine for a na­
tion that goes into shock whenever 
the virus of hatred activates itself, 
causing a full-blown attack on the 
body politic.. • 

. "My husband is an immunologist, 
so I'm familiar with the language," 
Strom points out. "We spend mil­
lions to develop a drug to treat the 
symptoms of a disease. We wait for 
something acute to happen, and then 
we respond. Doesn't it make sense to 
try to avoid the disease in the first 
place? I think so." . 

L t William Johnston, command­
er of the Boston Police Department's 
Community Disorders Unit, concurs. 
Outraged by the Rodney King ver-
dict.himself, Johnston believes that-
kids need to leam about the param-
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Part of the exhibit coordinated by Facing History And Ourselves at 
the Mall at Chestnut Hill . 

eters of prejudice long before it be­
comes an ingrained part of their 
adult lives. 

"The one thing haters have in 
common is cowardice," says John­
ston, bluntly, "whether they hide be­
hind a sheet, a dark alley, a police­
man's badge or a politician's office. 
Facing History gives the potential 
hater a reason not to hate." 

Johnston was introduced to the 
program three years ago. Since 
then, he has gone into dozens of 
schools to preach the message of 
preventive medicine. Last week in 
LA, he laments, the message was ig­
nored. With tragic results. 

"Any community that believes 
they're immune from that kind of 
trouble is insane," Johnston says. 
"The lesson we should all leam is 
that when people feel they can't tum 
to the courts or the cops, they take 
to the streets." 

Given last week's painful civics 
lesson, this week's 15th anniversary 
celebration for Facing History could 
hardly arrive at a more opportune 
moment. It will be marked by sever­
al events, including a special exhibit 
at the Mall at Chestnut Hill and an 
all-day Human Rights and Justice 
Conference today at Northeastern 
University. 

Ensconced in the upper floors of 
a Brookline school building sched­
uled for massive renovation, Facing 
History is, ironically, also losing its 
headquarters at the end of this 
month. Having expanded from a 
two-person operation into a multi­
service, nonprofit foundation with a 
$1.5 million annual operating budget, 
FILAO has opened three regional of­
fices, yet continues to search for an 

alternative home base here. 
Meanwhile, an estimated 500,000 

students have already been exjoscd 
lo the course, including students at 
the Fenway Middle College High 
School, a Boston public school in 
Charlcstown. 

"Facing History is really a 
grounding place, a way of thinking 
about our whole curriculum," says 
Linda Nathan, the school's assistant 
director, who has been using the 
program for the past nine years. 
" I t ' s a lesson in depth versus 
breadth. And as kids discover, -Jiere 
is a lot of power in knowing some­
thing well." 

"The significance lies in the ti-
tle," says Rev. Robert Bullock of 
Sharon, an FHAO board member. 
"The idea of facing history by using 
•the Holocaust as an example of the 
most graphic evil imaginable, to 
teach young minds about the limits 
and excesses of human behavior. 

"One of the great moral centers 
of Facing History," Bullock adds, "is 
not to take evil lightly but to face it 
without illusions. It's not about 
blaming or posturing. It's about un­
derstanding and learning." 

Strom's organization knows 
something about blaming anil pos­
turing in political circles. In the rr.id-
19S0s, it came under attack from 
right-wingers critical of its alleged 
ideological bent- Despite high marks 
from the Department of Education's 
Recognition Division, federal fund­
ing that was earmarked to help 
FHAO expand into sponsor-risky re­
gions disappeared abruptly in 1986. 
One key factor in the decision: A 
DOE reviewer had criticized -Facing 
History for failing to include Nazi 

and Klan points of view. 
Although a high-ranking DOE 

official later said he was "embar­
rassed" by the comments, Facing 
History was suddenly faced with its 
own firestorm of controversy. A sec­
ond DOE review branded the pro-
grain as "leftist" and "offensive lo 
fundamentalists," while archconscr-
vative Phyllis Schlafiy complained 
that the curriculum had "adverse, 
negative and offensive psycholopcal 
effects" on sludents. 

Strom was summoned to Con­
gressional hearings in 19S8, where 
she responded to her critics with a 
characteristic mixture of passion, 
aplomb and wit. 

"They were nen ous because in a 
course like this, dogma gets ex­
posed," she explains, noting that 
FHAO continues to receive around 
$60,000 annually in federal aid. 
"However, I never viewed anyone as 
a personal enemy. I even enjoyed 
debating Phyllis Schlafiy. In fact, I 
think Phyllis is the best advocate for 
the First Amendment I've ever 
known." 

Strom laughs instinctively at the 
thought of praising Schlafiy for any 
reason. In more somber tones she 

adds, "To call Phyllis evil is to dis­
miss her needlessly. She wants what 
wc all want. A good life for her fam­
ily and the freedom lo speak her 
mind." 

Democratic state chainnan Ste­
ven Grossman, another FHAO 
booster and board member, says 
that attitude represents the quintes­
sential Margot Stem Strom: tough 
but open-minded; more generous 
with her detractors Lhnn they per­
haps desene; iiml :: I I \H!KT fi:-.-! ::;]d 
foremost, meaning (a) a good learn­
er, (b) a good listener and (c) a con­
sensus builder. 

"When potential donors find out 
Margot went head-to-head with 
Phyllis," Grossman says, "it only en­
hances her reputation. Margot has 
also never lost her humility. She can 
see a challenge through with a sense 
of humor and intensity of commiU 
ment that would have brought most 
people to their knees." 

Plus, Grossman adds, Strom is 
extremely adept at sharing credit 
with those around her, esi>ccially her 
staff. 

So much so, in fact, that focusing 
a conversation on SLrom's personal 
life is largely an exercise in futility.-

There is one story she tells, howev­
er, which says much about her mis­
sion. 

In 19GS, Strom returned to her 
hometown of Memphis to visit her 
parents, who owned and operated a 
furniture store in a racially mixed 
neighborhood. The day she and her 
sister arrived was also the day Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was assassi­
nated, touching off a spate of LA-
h'pc rioting. 

The fa-.iiily furr.iUnv store was 
broken into and trashed. Tanks ram­
bled down the streets outside her 
home. Yet the worst moment hap­
pened when the two sisters .-isked an 
old friend and trusted neighbor to 
come over and sit with them. ' ." 

The man turned up carrying a 
shotgun, Strom recalls, and asked 
for a bourbon-and-branch-water, 
Sipping his drink, he said, "As soon 
as that nigger is out of town"'-
mcaning the slain civil rights leader. 
- "we'll be OK." ."- :" 

"We immediately asked him to. 
leave," says Strom. ."We were botf; 
in shock. I'll never forget that mo-' 
ment." " ' 

In such moments, it seems, are 
great ideas bom. I 


