Alternative Resolution Hits Mexican Anti- -Drug Failures

Claiming that “things are changing by the minute” and that
Congress may not vote to overturn President Clinton’s certi-
fication that Mexico has done enough to fight the drug war,

FOREIGN Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, is

AFFAIRS circulating a sense of Congress resolution
hitting Mexican enforcement failures — but taking no action.
However, key House leaders Tuesday said there is no plan to
substitute softer language for the resolution of disapproval of
Clinton’s action that the House is scheduled to take up Thurs-
day. “There are some members that had some concerns that
wanted to soften it up,” House Majority Whip DeLay said.
But he said the resolution of disapproval, as passed by the House
International Relations Committee, “‘could very well” pass
by a veto-proof margin of more than two-thirds of the House.
House Majority Leader Armey also predicted the commxt-
tee-passed resolution “will pass” on Thursday

Newt Pushes ‘Civility’ Proposa

House Speaker Gingrich Tuesday said he expects to approve “in the near fu-
ture” proposals designed to restore a measure of civility to the House. The r
ommendations are being prepared by sponsors of last weekend’s bipartisan Houge

leaders would offer no softer sense of the Congress resolu-
tion as an alternative.

House Ways and Means ranking member Charles
Rangel, D-N.Y., Tuesday said, “I don’t see where there’s any
backing off of the anti-Mexico feeling.” Rangel added that
while he plans to vote to sustain Clinton’s position to certify
Mexico, he is “thoroughly frustrated” with the drug certifica-
tion process — which he said he helped put in place. “It’s not
working at all,” Rangel said. With the pending resolution of
disapproval, Rangel said, “we’re insulting Mexico instead of
hurting them.” Senate Majority Leader Lott told reporters
Tuesday that the issue will not come up in the Senate until next
week at the earliest and declmed to say what form of resolu-
tion the Senate would co

copy of Hutchison'’s resolution obtained by Congress-

Continued\on Page 10
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retreat, which was attended by 191 House members. “
had a tremendous number of good ideas,” Gingrich told

press conference held by the retreat’s organizers. “I hope they're going to come
back to both parties and make recommendations. Both [Minority Leader] Gephardt
and I have already indicated to a number of them that we will say yes.” Among
the proposals receiving serious consideration are moving one-minute speeches to
the end of the legislative day, and convening regular meetings of the two parties’
leaders and occasional joint sessions of the party conferences, said Rep. Ray La-
Hood, R-II1, one of the chief organizers of the Hershey, Pa., retreat.

“If we are going to have civil debate, we don’t need to begin by trashing one
another,” LaHood said. Members from both parties plan to meet Thursday to dis-
cuss specific steps. “We are going to do our best to elevate the debate,” said Rep.
David Skaggs of Colorado, the chief Democratic sponsor of the retreat. “We
are trying to unpoison the well.” Meanwhile, as Gingrich Tuesday was promot-
ing proposals to make the House more civil, the often-caustic speaker appeare
o be the model of civility himself. Suggesting that last weekend’s retreat be made
an ans
adults ... Havi ins, gettingfo know

Continued on Page 11

Deson

CongressDaily/AM. is published daily, Monday-Friday, while Congress is in session by
National Journal Inc. Copyright 1997 by National Journal Inc., 1501 M St.. NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20005. Reproduction and/or fax transmission of CongressDaily/A.M. is
prohibited without written permission of the publisher. For more information about
CongressDuily/A.M. or CongressDaily, the daily fax newsletter, call 202-739-8542.



Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.



EDWARD M. KENNEDY / 9,

MASSACHUSETTS AN

:'\J

R,
“U( M(E) y"’ Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101

. Margaret A. Williams October 15, 1996
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Old Executive Office Building
Room 100
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Williams:

Kim Lafferty, my supervisor in Senator Kennedy's office, suggested
that I send you a copy of my resume. I am interested in a staff position or
internship in your office.

Currently, I am working in a dual internship for Senator Edward
Kennedy and Senator Joe Lieberman. My responsibilities include
- researching current issues, preparing briefings on various congressional
hearings, responding to constituent mailings and answering constituent's
calls.

Recently, I had the opportunity to work with the Commission on
Presidential Debates on a one week assignment through Senator
Lieberman's office. This opportunity was very interesting to me and
reinforced my interest in working in the Washington environment.

I am a recent graduate of New England College with a degree in
Business Administration. Throughout college I was involved with the
Student Senate, and last March I was selected to represent New England
College at the Cairo International Model United Nations.

As an intern for both Senator Joe Lieberman and Senator Kennedy I
have gained a strong understanding of how two different Senate offices
function successfully. Please feel free to contact me at Senator Kennedy's
office at 202/224-4543 or at home: 202/543-3473.

I would be grateful for the opportunity to meet with you or your staff
for a personal interview.

Sincerely,
Buzu«' M

ohnBrianSumner

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



John Brian Sumner
323 Maryland Avenue Apt #1
Washington DC 20002
(202)543-3473

Education:

May 1996 New England College, Henniker, NH
B.A. Degree in Business Administration
Graduated with 3.19 GPA (Last semester abroad)

January 1995 Winterim program, University of New Hampshire
(Three week exchange program studying Irish history,
politics and literature, in Maynooth, Ireland)

December 1994 University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH A.S. in
Business Management

Work Experience:

Fall 1996 Internship, Office of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Washington DC
Responded to constituents mailings, answered constituents
phone calls, assisted staff on research projects

Fall 1996 Internship, Office of Senator Joeseph Lieberman, Washington DC
Researched current issues, prepared briefings on various
congressional hearings, responded to constituents mailings and
answered constituents phone calls

Summer 1996 Clerk, Medaphis, Anesthesia Billing Company,
New Britain, CT
Prepared patients insurance and surgery information for billing,
filing and archiving

Spring 1996 Internship, Argo Eclipse Interactive Limited, Chichester ;West
Sussex, England.
Growing Internet provider. Hands on experience in sales,
customer service, strategic planning, advertising and marketing

Summer 1995 Assistant Manager, O'Brian Landscaping, East Granby, CT
Oversaw site development in absence of manager

Spring 1995 Group Manager, Organizational Behavior Course
Managed 5 -person student casework team, responsible for
directing group towards bi-weekly paper and presentation



Summer 1994 Entrepreneur, Rent -A- Student
Developed and managed landscaping business, earned revenues

of $2,000

Fall 1993 Housing Manager of Property, Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity
Motivated 45 active members for weekly activities &
maintenance

Activities:

Fall 1996 Volunteer, Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD) Hartford, CT

- Runner, responsible for assisting media staff and CPD
staff for the full week
Spring 1996 Represenative, Model United Nations, Cairo, Egypt
- Represented New England College (NEC) during one week of
intensive United Nations simulation

Spring 1996 Member, Student Senate, NEC Arundel, England
- Appointed by faculty & staff
Spring 1996 Member Drama club, NEC Arundel, England
- volunteered for two acts in spring production
Fall 1995 Member, NEC, Arundel Committee, NEC Henniker, NH
- Appointed by Student Senate, 1 year term
Spring/Fall 1995 Chairman, The Blue Chip Association, NEC Henniker, NH
- Stocks and Bonds Investment Club
Spring 1995 Volunteer, Wings of the Dawn, NEC Henniker, NH

-Home for injured birds

Computer Skills:

Microsoft Office, Word Perfect, Lotus 123, Excel, Internet

Interests:

Skiing, Wind Surfing, Investing, Travel

References:

Available upon request
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

"The Fincst Gift - Your Timc"
PROJECT VOLUNTEER
43 State Street

Lawrenceville, Pennsylvania 16929-9759
Phone, Fax, Modem : (717) 829-3402
E-Mail: antirush@epix.net

FREE SUSAN McDOUGAL

If ANYTHING ever cried out the need for
judicial reform, the Susan McDougal
incarceration for refusing to ''make a deal to
stay out of jail by lying' is it!

America is SUPPOSED to be a "FREE"
country. That SHOULD include the freedom
to testify or not testify.

Authorized by: Oliver S. Terchancy
Oliver S. Tershansy

Executive Director

PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release






‘Gingrich Investigation Is No Double Jeopardy

- To the Editor: ‘

.Gay Hart Gaines’s accusation of
double jeapardy in the investigation '

of House Speaker Newt Gingrich
-(Op-Ed, Oct. 2) is absurd. An ethics
. investigation is not a legal prosecu-
tion, and the lack of a conviction is
hardly proof that Mr. Gingrich and

his political action committee, Go- -
"+ pac, have done nothing wrong.

Federal District Judge Louis Ober-
dorfer's ruling against the Federal
Election Commission charges was
not a “vindication” of Mr. Gingrich
ana

W TU ased
ona misreadmg o M

Calling D’Amato

To the Editor: .

~ Your. report on how Senator Al- ‘

fonse M. D’Amato wields vast power
in Albany (front page, Sept. 30) did

not mention a special-interest group .

that he seems to hold at a distance:
his constituents in Manhattan.
"Our block association, representing

.1,600:people, Republicans, Democrats

and independents, has often reached
out to elected official$ for help. Sena-

not respond. Callers to his office are
‘not permitted to speak with an aide.
They are instructed to write letters,

- letters to the New -York-City office.
Once sent, there is no response, save
perhaps a jejune form response half a
year later. STANLEY BULBACH

Chairman .200 Block West 15th St.
“ Block Assoclation
" New York, Oct. 3, 1996

\

tor D’Amato is the only one who does -

but are not permitted to fax those .

/

Valeo case. The judge declared that

to violate Federal election law, Go- _ -
“pac must have contributed money
" directly to Mr. Gingrich's campaign
committee. He dismissed as-irrele-

vant the proven fact that Gopac

" spent money on behalf of Mr. Ging-

rich’s campaign.
As I found in my research for a

" book on Mr. Gingrich, Gopac officials - -

stressed in planning memos at the

time that ‘‘Newt must be re-elected.” -

Gopac’s executive director, Jeffrey

‘Eisenach, told donors that “to help

Newt” was “the most single high-pri-
ority we've got in dollars.”

The term ““Newt support” comes
directly from Gopac’s own - staff
members, .

250,000 spent annually on Mr. Ging-
ch’s behalf. This nearly equaled the
mount spent on the campaign by

r. Gingrich's opponent, who lost the .

rhce by only 974 votes.
How much investigation should
ac and Mr. Gingrich be forced to
? As much as is ‘necessary to

B hold them accountable for violating

the aw. JOHN K. WILSON

: Chicago, Oct. 2, 1996 -

B
To e Edltor

’ algé Hart Gaines’s plaintive Oct. 2
‘artic

“Double Jeopardy for Ging-

rich,"d +'|-8ives itself away in.the.first

sentence: ‘“How much investigation

is'on group and one man supposed to -
take?"* Does the word ““Whitewater""
- me

anyt.hlng to her? A nonpartisan
call for an end to the rabid scandal-
moggering would have been more ef-
fective.. v JILL HECHT

who - referred to the -

'_Ayatollah Cahforma

To the Editor:

Medford Mass,, Oct. 3, 1996 '

—_—

' THE NEW YORK TIMES
- FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1996

1 was about to fire off a sarcastlc
dissent to Jonathan P. Berkey (letter,
Oct. 3), who palliated the Taliban’'s
brutal application of Islamic coded in .
Afghanistan by comparison to ‘‘say,
the Los Angeles Police Department’s
applicauon of California law.” -

At least the L.AP.D. does not drag
peaceable citizens out of their. homes . .
and beat them to death for victimless
crimes, I reasoned. . -

Then I read your news article o! the
same day on Dan Lungren, Califor-
nia’s Attorney General, who -closed

‘down a cannibis buyers’ club and is .

now asking newspapers to censor the I -
“Doonesbury’ comic strip for making
light of his campaign against the med-
ical use of marijuana. A homegrown '

f)oe\flu]et Pay Enou/ h Attentlon to Safety?

. ayatollah! HUGO S. CUNNINGHAM
Boston, Oct. 3, 1996
Keep on Trucking

To the Editor:

‘‘Reviving Valujet" " (editorial,
Sept. 30) provided an important con-
clusion that the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s decision to allow the
airline to reopen for business, over
the objections of its labqr union, was
based on ‘“an unacceptably - low
standard.”

You say that “the F.A.A. should
have grilled”Valujet’s president on

‘accidents in the aftermath of the

. crash last spring in the Florida Ever- .
" The writer is associate executive di-

glades
Such reactive actions as grilling,

or even forcing out the president of a .
‘company that lacks “safety cul- -

ture,” do not solve any safety-related
problem. They only give a false sense
of safety and security.

According to several studies, in-
cludmg one by the General Account-

-ing Office in 1990, safety culture is a -

disciplined approdch to operations

by highly trained staff who are confi-

dent but not complacent, follow good
procedures and practice good team-
work and effective communication.

Safety culture is an insistence on-a -

sound technical basis for actions and
a rigorous assessment of problems.

‘Two general components .of the
safety culture are the necessary
framework within an organization

" and the attitude of staff at all differ-

ent levels. To achieve safety cultire

at technological companies, individ-

ual employees must have .a question-
ing attitude, a rigorous and prudent

his response to safety lapses and.

approach and necessary communl-

cation.
Valujet has suffered from the lack

‘of the safety culture in its organiza-

tional system. Has it changed that

. much — established a true “safety
_culture” —

‘to warrant the F.AA.'S
re-certification and public trust?

" Let’s hope that the National Trans-

portation Safety Board answers

‘these vital questions at its November

hearings on the May 11 Valujet acci-
dent. NAJMEDIN MESHKATI
Los Angeles, Oct. 2, 1896

rector of.the Institute of Safety and
Systems Management Umvers:ty of
SOuthem California . -

" The New York Times -
Company

.229 West 43d St.,N.Y. 10036-3959

L]
ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER, Chairman
Chief Executive Officer
RUSSELL T. LEWIS, President
- Chief Operating Officer
DAVID L. GORHAM, Senior Vice President
Deputy Chief Operating Officer
DIANE P BAKER, Senior Vice President
- Chief Financial Officer
KATHARINE P DARROW, Senior Vice President
LEONARD P FORMAN, Senior Vice President
DONALD S. SCHNEIDER, Senior Vice President
LAURA J. CORWIN, Secretary
RICHARD G. THOMAS, Treasurer

To the Editor:

In his zeal to advance his notions on
how freight should be moved in the
United” States, William Vandersteel
(letter, Sept. 25) engages in some
distortions about trucking.

The trucking industry has an im-
proving ‘safety  record. While the
miles” driv .2 by large trucks - in-
creased b, more than 37 percent over
the last decade, the truck-involved
fatality rate dropped: by 34 percent.
From 1994 to 1995, the number of
fatalities from -truck-related acci-
dents fell by 241, while overall fatali-
ties on the highway rose by 1,122,

Our commitment to safety Is sub-
stantiated by our initiatives like a
tenfold increase in roadside truck in-' ..
spections; our long support of the 55
mile-per-hour speed limit; research
and public outreach on driver fatigue;

- random, mandatory drug and alcohol '

testing, and a nationwide ban on radar
detectors 'in trucks. We'll spend $6
billion over the next 10 years to put

| . anti-lock brakes in all trucks.

. Commercial trucks generated -44

- percent of Federal highway-user tax-

es collected in 1994 but accounted for

" just 15 percent of total miles driven.

- With demands on the freight indus-
try growing and diversifying, truck-
ing will'— and should — continue to
carry -the lion’s share of freight in
the United- States safely and effi-
ciently. THOMAS J. DONOHUE
President and Chief Executive
American Trucking Associations

. Alexandria, Va,, Oct. 2, 1996




For the Good of All Study Those Anc1ent Bones

To the Editor:

The proposed reburial, without

further study, of a 9,300-year-old
. skeleton by the Umatilla Indian tribe

(news article, Sept. 30) highlights
some of the challenges posed by the
Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act. Although it
addresses Native American de-
mands for tribal control of ancestral
remains, the law does not adequately
take into account the fact t|hat genes,
culture traits and language are not
inherited in neat tribal packages, but

spread, contract and change fairly

independently over time.

When human remams_are many
hundreds of years-old, affiliation
with a. specific present-day tribe
may  be extremely problematical.
The law assigned the skeleton to the
tribe in Washington State on whose

- aboriginal lands it was found, but .

provided no way to consider the pos-

sibility that this individual might be .
related to most other Western tribes,-
" or that it might represent a popula- -

tion that had died out. Nor did the law

. provide for scientific studies to ad-

dress the interests that other tribes:

and the general public might have in
the early peopling of the Americas.
The Society for American Archeol-
ogy hopes that the tribe that has
claimed ' the. ancient -Washington

skeleton will reconsider and permit .

additional studies to be conducted. In

" ditional

a.recent case in southeast Alaska,
studies of perhaps even.clder human
remains found in a cave are being -
planned in consultation with the trib-
al governments.

The investigation of skeletal re- -

mains is often a highly charged issue -
becausc-of differences between tra-
religious and scientific
approaches, but other aspects of
archeological study are often less
contentious. Cooperation between
tribes and archeologists is common,
and numerous tribes have cultural
heritage programs that lnclude ar-
cheology.

A recent meeting of our group ex-
plored ways -to make archeological
research .more relevant to Native
Americans and traditional knowledge
more useful to archeology. The pa-
pers, most by Native American schol-
ars, will be published next spring, and
royalties will help pay for scholar-

"ships for Native American archeolo-

" WILLIAM D. LIPE

President
. Society for American Archeology
Washington, Oct. 2, 1996

gy students.

‘Don’t Come to America Looking for a Handout

To the Editor:

. Re “Immigrants’- Burden" (Op-.
Ed, Oct. 2): George Soros may have .

. had his broken-leg set for free in'
- England after World War II, but had

he been treated in the United States
— where -he eventually made his
millions — he would have had to
borrow money from a friend or per-
haps -a ‘local - Hungarian-American
group to pay the bill, or work it off.
The point that seems to elude him
and other liberals is that we cannot
have it both ways in this country. We
cannot be an, entrepreneurial, dy-
namic nation of risk-takers and at

"the same time expect our govern-

ment to pick up the pieces every time
we stumble or fail. There was a time
when immigrants came to this coun-

try with expectations of freedomand -

opportunity, and that was all. Now
too many come with the promise of a

. government handout.

No one denies that lmmigrams oc-
casionally need a helping hand, but

let it come first_from friends, family_

.and religious and civic organizations

and then, only as a last resort, from
the government.
The. first thing an- immigrant

-should read after arriving on these .

shores s the help-wanted section .of

‘the helvspaper, not an application for

food stamps. -~ WILSON GRABILL
Princeton, N.J., Oct. 2, 1996

Immlgrant Loans
To the Editor:

George Soros (Op-Ed, Oct 2)
makes a bold case for dignifying the

plight of legal immigrants by setting °

up the Emma Lazarus Fund. Is he
willing to fulfill his own pledge. of

allegiance by endorsing, in the spirit -
-of capitalism, the concept of an inter-

state ‘‘co-op”’ bank? What we legal
immigrants need in the short run is
a welfare-size cash grant that ac-
crues interest much like the student
loan of a typical American college
graduate. ALEX PEDRAM

- Ithaca, N.Y., Oct. 3, 1996

THE NEW YORK TIMES,

" FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 199
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“School of Americas
" Must Answer for Past

" To the Editor:

Re “‘School of the Dxctators” (edi- ~
torial, Sept. 28) : For a documentary
now being completed, I spoke with.-
people from three Latin American

“.countries who all link torture train-
"ing to ‘the United States Army’s

School of the -Americas. Two were
trainees. The third, after his wife had

" been killed by a school-trained tor-

turer, found one of the torture train-
ing manuals the ‘Pentagon now ad-

'mits was used by the school.

One former trainee talked about

"homeless peogple used by the school

to demonstrate torture. He said a
physician instructor showed stu-
dents where and how to torture, and

-injected .the blindfolded human

guinea pi .. with powerful drugs to
keep them alive after the torture.
The Pentagon says the torture
manuals were withdrawn in 1991, but
does  not mention ‘this was seven

years after the school had relocated
{from Panama to Fort Benning, Ga.

The Under Secretary of the Army, .
who does not condone these manuals,

‘told me that ‘“‘the school is responsi- .

ble for its curriculum.”

Now that it is clear the curriculum
included execution, torture and
blackmail, questions must-be raised:
Who' authorized this instruction, who
taught it, what laws were violated?

The Rev. Roy Bourgeois, a spokes-
man for the grass-roots School of the

Americas Watch, is in a Federal -
.prison because he and 12 others sym-

bolically re-enacted the 1989 murder
of six Jesuit priests on the grounds of -~

" the school where the murderers had

been trained. In El Salvador, the

_-actual murderers received amnes-
Lty - - 'ROBERT RICHTER

New York, Sept. 30, 1996
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KATHARINE GRAHAM .
Chairman of the Ezecutive Committee

September 27, 1996

Dear Hillary,

I can’t thank you enough for the beautiful breakfast you gave for the Nina Hyde
Breast Cancer Research Center. You gave pleasure to everyone there. Many, if not most
of them, had never been to The White House before and were thrilled. It increased the
visibility of the benefit greatly.

I realize that you took great trouble to give this event and that you had to wedge it
in before you left for your campaign commitment in Connecticut. I knew you were
leaving. So did Princess Diana, who had moved up her arrival a day to be there. After
your departure, we simply moved over a little and it was not a problem.

To receive 120 people for a seated breakfast is a great effort. It was very much |
appreciated. : '

Affectionately,

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION




The Boomers
Acid Tost

Dole Aide Decries Stories

On Past Marijuana Use .

By Howard Kurtz
Washington Post Staf Writer

" Six years ago, John Buckley wrote a
novel in which a- White House speechwrit-
er is blackmailed by a former roommate
- over having sold small amounts of manjua-
na while in college. '

“I'm part of a generation that can be
blackmailed for having done something
that was a natural part of being an adoles-
-cent in the 1960s and '70s,” the protago-

nist says in describing the resulting media -

witch hunt.

. Now, as commumcatxons director for
Bob Dole’s campaign, Buckley is suddenly
living his fictional nightmare. Reports in
the Boston Phoenix and on WJLA-TV
here, charging Buckley with having used

- 'and sold marijuana at Hampshire College
" in the late 1970s, mushroomed into front-

page news last weekend and forced himin-

to damage-control mode.
“It's illegitimate to say that a generation
who had different standards should be

See_ BUCKLEY, (,:2’ Co_l. 1
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- BUCKLEY, From C1

" bounced from the possibility of public

service,” Buckley, 39, said yesterday.
He declined to confirm or deny past
drug use, saying that this “absurd ob-
session” was no longer “relevant” and
that he fully supports Dole’s campaign
against teenage drug use.

In a political world in- which Presi- '

dent Clinton, Vice President-Gore,

White House spokesman Mike

McCurry House Speaker Newt. Gin-

grich and Rep. Susan Molinari have -

admitted trying pot in their youth—
. algag with millions of middle-aged pol-
1cymakers, journalists and other

Americans—the question is obvious: _

is this news?

“The story traveled a cnrcultous
route The producer who did the piece
for Channel 7 is a former classmate of
Buc;ldey’s who initially-called to warn
him about the Phoenix inquiry. WJLA
led: its Friday newscast with the re-
port and the next day asked people on

oontroversy (Most didn’t care.):
“The story achieved new visibility
‘Sunday when the Hartford Courant

. led:a front-page interview with Dole

by quoting the Republican nominee as

dismissing the reports about Buckley.

“] don't think it has any relevance at
all,” Dole said. Still, Buckley decided
to skip the presidential debate in Hart-
ford that day to av01d becoming a dis-
traction.

“The Sépt. 26 article in the Phoenix,

an altemnative weekly, said that since

“The good news is
that most news

organizations dzdp t
_take the bait.”

. —John Buckley

Buckley “s one of the top aides craft-
ing the candidate’s anti-drug mes-

' _sage,” his own past behavxor is fair

game.

“1 certainly don't think that using .

mamuanashouldbeanmxemtheam—
péign, and that was precisely my point,”
said Phoenix reporter Gareth Cook, who
says even current marijjuzana use should
be' regarded less harshly than harder
diugs such as cocaine. “What I was try-

mgtosaymthmestorylsthattheresa'

real hypocrisy here.”
“Gary Wordlaw, WJLA’s vice presi-

' dent for news, said: “The Dole camp

opened this door about drug use by the
other side of the campaign. .
' Do!emadextamssuemrelaﬁontoMr
‘Clinton. "He made commerts about

staff members at the White House who -

were using drugs in the past. We felt
then and feel now that becomes the

. subject of a news story.”

.Buckley disputed sitch reasoning,
saying Dole has never criticized. past
drug use by baby boomers and has as-
sured him his job is not in jeopardy.
“Other than salaciousness and doing a

- hit on someone in.politics, there’s no

- reason to do a story on this connected

" to.Dale,” he said.

Buckley said Dole’s television ad
an MTV
Clinton joked about not inhaling mari-

juana-as a student was not a criticism

» ofithe pgeﬂdent' s youthful behavior but

~ of the eﬁmple he set for yoxmg

. comments about past drug use

- tion’s security procedures.

the bait.”

the- street what they thought of the

- request for comment.

apparancemwhldn E

as a candidate in 1992. He said Do}

some White House aides have beer)
limited to questioning the administra-

. Describing himself as “angry” about .
“a bad journalistic practice,” Buckley"
said those who used drugs 20 years
ago “should not be subject to this sort
of idiocy. ... The good news is that -
most news organizations  didn't take

Buckley is on leave from his job as
senior vice president at Fannie Mae. A
nephew of William F. Buckley, he has
worked for the SoHo Weekly News .
and written music reviews for Rolling -
Stone and the Village Voice.

. The Phoenix piece quoted five for-

" mer classmates—only one of whom al-

lowed his name to be used-—as saying
that Buckley used marijuana socially at
Hampshire College in Amherst, Mass,,
before graduating in 1979. Two of the
unnamed classmates alleged that Buck-
ley sold small amounts to friends. =
“Sure he smoked pot, but that’s not :
a big deal,” Ed Benfey, who lived in the '

"same building, wasquotedassaymg.

“John was like everyone else.” .
WJLAbeganxtsstorytlusway"’I‘& '
night, a top Dole adviser stands ac-
cused of being a former drug user. Jim -
Clarke has this News Seven exclusive

_repoxtondrugsandtheDolemm-:

Clarke said that Dole “has imade pri- -
or drug use a fitness test disqualifying -
folks from serving in important govern-
ment positions, especially White House
staff positions.” Dole Press Secretary
Nelson Warfield said that is “not accu-
rate,” noting that Dole has questioned
only recent drug use by White House
aides and “never wavered in his sup-
port for Susan Molinari as the Republi-

can convention keynote speaker after

’she acknowledged making a mistake
. with marijuana while in college.”

. Buckley assailed WJLA producer
Roger Mellen for first calling him as a
Hampshire College alumnus to say he
had been contacted by a Phoenix re-
porter digging into Buckley’s past.
Mellen later called back to say he was
doing the story himself and wanted an
on-camera interview.

“I thought it was despxcable for
someone to play a double role,” Buck-
ley said, “first as an early warning sys-
tem that someone’s going to do a
sleaze piece on you and then turning
around a week later and saying, ‘Hey,
I'm going to be an investigative jour-
nalist.” ” Mellen did not respond to a

Once the story was trumpeted by a
Washington television station, others
jumped in. Reuter reported that the
Dole campaign “was rocked by allega-
tions” about Buckley’s marijuana use. - -
United Press International carried a
similar .story, which was’ published in
the Washington Times, ‘as did the
Houston Chronicle. .

Opening his novel “Statute of Limi-
tations” to a passage about an out-of- .
control media, Buckley said he wrote

“ the book because he feels strongly -
about what it calls “pharmacological

M " At the same time, he
smd, “we've learned a lot of lessons
since the 1960s. I personally have
known people who have lost years'of -
their lives to drug use.” _



m There are few views as
breathtaking and romantic as the
District from the top of the Capitol
Dome. And that's where Tony Rudy, .
press secretary for Rep. Tom

- DeLay (R-Tex.), popped the .

- question Monday to Lisa Watson,
legislative assistant to Rep. Dana -
Rohrabacher (R-Calif.). The duo
were up there on the sort of tour not

_available to your average visiting .
4-H Club. Access through the little

.dgor that leads outside is controlled
by the Capitol Architect’s office,'and
the tours are restricted to Senate

.-and House members and their staff.

- . And yes, Watson accepted.

They’ll marry sometime next year.
w Former Smashing Pumpkins .

- drummer Jimmy Chamberlin, who
was canned by the:rest of the group
after keyboardist Jonathan Melvoin.
died of a drug overdose, pleaded
guilty yesterday to disorderly
conduct. Chamberlin was arrested in
July and charged witha
misdemeanor drug possession after
Melvoin died at New York's
Regency Hotel shortly after the two
had injected heroin.. '

Chamberlin pleaded guilty to the
reduced charge before New York
Criminal Court Judge Donna Recant
as part of a deal in which he will
undergo drug treatment, the
'Associated Press reported.

m Labor Secretary Robert-Reich will
join Dorothy Height and the”
National Council of Negro Women
tonight at the Willard Hotel. The -

No
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of the NCNW's first book, with -
contributing authors Julianne ~ ¢
Malveaux and Marian Wright
Edelman, is the first in a three-day
‘'schedule of events. Gladys Knight
will also be at the Willard, but we
were told she’s not planning to sing.
And tomorrow, Maya Angelou will
perform with Ashford and Simpson
at a black-tie gala benefit to launch
the Dorothy I. Height Léadership
Institute.
a Artists Christo and his wife,
Jeanne-Claude, say that their next
art project will be to cover the
Arkansas River and to erect tall
gates in New York’s Central Park.
At a presentation in Hamburg,
Germany, Monday, the pair said that
“Over the River” would involve
covering the Arkansas River with.up
to six miles of fabric, Reuter
reported. - _ :
» Michael Jackson performed for
the first time on the African
continent Monday night,
entertaining more than 60,000 fans
in the North African city of Tunis on
his world tour HIStory II, Reuter
reported. : .
“I love you all,” Jackson shouted,
sparking hysteria among the densely
packed crowd. A dozen or so fainted.

Kriight, top, visiting; Christo,
heading for the river; Jackson,

whipping up a frenzy in Tunis.

gig, which celebrates the'pub]jcau"on o

He'd Love to Come, But . . .

StOIle » Washington-based British journalist Martin Walker
has just published a book about President Clinton as the
S ultimate meritocrat: “Bubba with brains, a redneck with a
: Tums Up Rhodes scholarship™ is the dust jacket description of
T . Walker’s old Oxford chum and baby boom leader of the
on't look for Sharon Stone Free World. :
at any of the events , Last night’s revelers who jammed the Ritz-Carlton
connected with the weekend  Hotel to toast “The President We Deserve: Bill Clinton:
display of the AIDS memorial quilt on  His Rise, Falls and Comebacks™ were either to the
the Mall. - manner born (a tony foreign ambassador or two) or to the

' She never planned to be here, d&-  manner acquired (scads of lawyers, political operatives

ite publicity to the contrary, says
ig less an AIDS activist than Eliza-
. _beth Taylor, who will be here and
who issued her own piece of advice:
. Don't try to gin up a battle of the
AIDS divas between Stone and La Liz.
Let’s take this one admonition at a
The sultry Stone is a tad sensitive
to any suggestions she’s a no-show
after she skipped a 1995 breast can-
cer fund-raiser here.© .
“Last week Sharon had something -
to do abroad and she missed an Tt
[AIDS] event and some people got their knickers in
a twist " said Taylor, founder of the American Foun-
dation for AIDS Research, for which Stone is fund-

and journalists).
Walker’s wife,

Lexi and Jags.
The subject of

Although the Whitman-Walker Clinic here—one
of four sponsors of Saturday night’s candlelight
march, which Taylor will lead—lists Stone among
22 visiting stars, Taylor told The Source yesterday
that “Sharon never said she would go. She never
said she was not going. She never committed to
Whitman-Walker.”

red-and-white bumper stickers for the guests' Volvos,

“He’s resting tonight,” a White'House spokesman said.

‘writer Julia Watson, handed o.ut

all this ink was invited but did not attend.

lClinic spokésman James Millner said yesterday

that Whitman-Walker “was told that she was com-

ing. We didn’t list anyone who was just lending their
name in support and not appearing. We in no way
meant to mislead anyone and we regret any incon-
venience to anyone.” S
Taylor, by phone from Dallas, insisted there is
room aplenty for a roomful of stars to fight AIDS.
“We are both working our [tushes] off to do as much

 as we can for AIDS. . . . “It’s not a thing of ego. It's

an issue of getting things done.”




. Rbbeﬂj Samlleis:on o
Feats
Of Fiction

“For good or ill, -
| Chnton has had lzttle eﬂect

on the economy.’

'l'hegratﬁcnonofthzselecmnlsthatthe
president is responsible for the economy, deserv-
mgu-edxtfornsmandblameforns
fzihm‘l‘heﬁcumwasond:q)lzyattheﬁrst‘
presidential debate, when President Clinton ex-
mdtheIOmﬂhonpbscrutedsncels)QZand
Dole criticized the economy’s growth as too slow. -
. Although statistics can be produced to “prove” -
each claim, thehrgertmthnsthat—forgoodor
il—Clinton has had little effect on the economy.
ItwwldhavebehavedtheamelfChntonsat,-
Socks, had been president.

Prudmtssonwmnsmnaﬁecttheemnomy,?‘
but their influence is usually indirect, unintended -
or long-term. Presidents Kennedy and Johnson
adopted activist Keynesian economic policies to..
create permanent “full employment”; the unin-
tended effect was double-digit inflation generated:
by easy-money policies at the Federal Reserve.
" Richard Nixon imposed wage-price coatrols in:
- 1971 to enhance his reelection prospects; wbm,
controls were lifted, inflation exploded:and trig: |
gered the steep 1973-75 recession. Rofiald Rea-
-gan abided the Federal Reserve’s harsh assault' |’
on inflation .(13.5 percent in 1980) that raised
unemployment to almost 11 percent in late 1982. -

But presidents are mainly economic specta-:
tors. Our $7.5 trillion economy is too huge and*
.complicated for'them to steer in any meaningful:
* sense. Its performance mostly reflects the pri-,
vate decisions of companies, workers and con--
snmets.'l‘heyrspondtomymﬂuencs.new,
technologies, shiftinig tastes, investor pressures’
for . profits, new competition, manager compe-
tence or ineptness, workers' skills -and motiva-
tion. Government policies (taxes, regulations) are
only one set of influences, over which presidents’
control is usually modest or nopexistent, -

‘The present economic expansion is now i its
67th month. This exceeds the average post-
Warld War II expansion (50 months) but is less
than the expansions of the 1960s (106 months)
and of the 1980s (92 months). The distinction of
this expansion is the failure (so far) of inflation to
rise. When private economists analyze these
trends, they rarely mention Clinton. )

Consider a report by William Dudley, dnef
economist for the investment: banking firm of
Goldman Sachs. He. attributed the recovery’s
durability to four factors: (a) Companies are
determined not to let their work forces or
mventories become bloated—problems that in
the past have triggered recessions; (b) housing -

now has better access to credit than in the past,

making construction patterns more stable; (¢)
global markets provide new sources of demand
andmepncecompeuuon,and(d)busmm
can increase apauty more qmckly b]untmg
mflation. - ,

OrtaheaoonnnentarybyDomldStrasd)eun' .
* chief economist for Merrill Lynch, on inflation."
Clinton is a no-show here, too. Straszheim cites a-
number of reasons to explain why inflation has .

remained tame, mdxdngthecommunentofthe
Federa] Reserve to contain it; “globalization . .

sumtﬂamgworldwu‘lecmnpetmonandthepm- '

suit- of the Jowest cost. production™;

“technology -
advances .. improving efficiency [and]allowmg:

lowupms"andompomté‘costmtﬁngand
Clinton’s claim to bave engineered the re-
covery rests.on the alleged effect of bis 1993
budget plan. It supposedly lowered imterest rates.
The claim is accepted by many political report-
ers. In a recent op-ed column [Oct. 2], David

Broder wrote that the deficit-reduction plan was .
. to allow the Federal Re-:
serveBoard,mderRepubhanAlanGreenspan.;
to ratchet down interest rates and produce the
remarkably bealthy economy thatlssnstammg‘

“credible enough .

Clinton’s reelection bid.”

’l‘h:ssamdsp!aus’ble.butﬂroder’sfactsand;
Clinton’s argument are demonstrably wrong. .
When Congress passed the budget plan in-August
1993, the Fed Funds rate—an overnight lending

rate controlled by the Federal Reserve—was '3

percent. It had been there since Sept. 4, 1992.°

The next change occurred on Feb. 4, 1994, when

the Fed raised the rate to 3.25 percent. The
increase was the first in a series that Efted it to'6

percent by early 1995. Long-term interest rates’
(not, controlled by the Fed) behaved similarly..Jn'
1993 they had drifted down; that continued aftef
enactment of the budget plan. Then they drifted

up. In 1993 rates on 30-year Treasury bonds.

avmgedGSQperwnt.Inlmtbeyavmged
7.37 percent.
'l'hepomtxstlntmte:stmsmtme-

chanically determined by budget deficits. For the .

moment, other influences (inflationary. expecta-
tions, the state of the business cycle) count for
more. Mostly, Clinton’s been lucky. He first ran

- in 1992 when the economy was near the low- -

point of the business cycle—and people were
feeling sour. Now the economy may be near the

'hmcydepak—andpeoplemﬁedmg

much better. .
Dolemghtbavembutted_Chntonsdamsby

saying just that. Instead, he unwittingly strength--
ened Clinton'’s case by embracing its basic as- .

sumption: that the president makes the economy.
Dole then unsuccessfully argued that the econo-

-my is in lousy shape. It’s true, as he says, the

economy’s growth has been slow by postwar

vstzndards.&:tmepow'bleexplanauonlsthat

the official statistics may understate ecanomx:
growth by underestimating productivity. )

Thesweandmtnmvmsdgovemmentare
issues worth debating for both political and eco-

nomic reasons. Dole may be correct that lower

taxes, less regulation and. less litigation would
improve the economy’s growth rate. But the

" probable effect is relatively small (say 0.1 percent
. t0 0.3 percent of GDP annually) and would almost
certainly occur after a first or even a second Dole. -

term.’l‘heeffedsofsmal]erorlargergovem—

ment—forgood or ill—are mostly long-term in-

‘l'hemetmseﬂmpmsdentsanmnmulate

economic growth is a political expedient that,

though understandable, ultimately feeds distrust

of government. It stirs discontents that govern-
ment cannot easily erase and fosters expectations .
that it cannot readily fulfill. It creates an artificial

debate that detracts from other mm—pohhcal

- philosophy, . personal competence and chdrac-
ter—that matter in a president. A worthy cam-'
" paign would have dlscardedtheﬁctxon.thlsone;'

hasnt.
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Wéndell E anus
The Safety
Net: It
Works

Cotisidering the level of rhetorical abuse and
conflicting public information. about our. prior
welfare laws, it is no wonder many Americans

‘assume our safety net government programs are

a failure, creating dependency and producing
poverty. Contrary to the prevailing political wis-
dom, poverty figures the Census Bureau issued
last month show that government welfare pro-

grams do wark. The figures show that both the -

number and the percentige of individuals re-
movedfmmpovextybysafetynetpmgmms
reached an all-time high in 1995. -

'lhaecens:sdatashowthatw:thoutgov—
emment programs, 57.6 million people would

have been poor last year, but when government -

bmd!sareommted—mchxdmgfoodstamps

“Poverty ﬁgures the
Census Bureau zssued'
last month show that
government welfare

programs do work.”

bousing, school hinch and eamed-income tax
credit . (EITC) benefits—the number of poor
people phummets to 30.3 million: In other words,
the safety net-programs lifted 27 million people
out of poverty,

Inaddxnon.mostofthosewhoremmnpoorare
significantly less so than they would have been
without the safety net. The cenmsus data show
that safety net programs reduced the depth of
poverty by 70 percent. - .

To be sure; weannotdetermmeexzcﬂyhow
individuals and institutions would have acted if
SoualSeanﬁyandmwm—tutedpmgmmsd:d
not exist. But the conclusion that emerges from
these data is inescapable—when the safety net is
strengthened,povertyxsredwed,andwhenthe
safety net weakens, poverty is increased.

Consider what happened in the last two reces-
- sions. Dimring both the recession of the early
.1980s and the downturn of the early 1990s, the

number of people who were poor before receipt

of government benefits climbed by 10 miltion to

11 million people. When benefits and taxes are
taken into account, the number of poor people
still grew by 11 million during the recéssion ‘of
" the early 1980s; some people were lifted out of
poverty by government benefits, but others were

pushed into poverty by the taxes they paid. But in

contrast, during the recession of the early 1990s, .
the number of poor people grew only 5.5 mil- -

Lion—half as much—when benefits and taxes are
taken into account. Why? Because the safety net
was much stronger.

The recession of the early 1980s hit just as we.

were making most poor mothers with earnings
ineligible for Aid for Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC), -subjecting. more low-income
workmgfamih&stom cutting food stamps,

removing individuals from disability rolls .and
lemngAFDCbeneﬁtsemdesha:plympmdns-
ing power. By the recession of the early 1990s;
things had changed—Congress and the White

- House had acted on a bipartisan basis to expand

the EITC substantially, restore food stamp bene-
fit cuts, enable more disabled children to eater
the Supplemental Security Income program and
extend AFDC to more two-parent families. In

abling more Jow-income working parents to re-
ceive AFDC. Further major improvements were
made in 1993 in both the EITC and food stamps.

Thehnkbetwemthesu'engthofthesafety
net and poverty among children i especially
strong. The number of children removed from
poverty by government benefit programs doubled
between 1983 and 1995. Not coincidentally,
fedemlexpendmmforchildtmmcr&sedbyso
percent on a real per capita basis during the same
period. It is no mystery why the safety net is now
hftmgmored:ildrenoutofpovextythanever
before.

Ahodmtamtrstheﬁctdntmustofthe"

children the safety net now removes from pover-
ty are children in working families. Their fami-
ha’lowwagesarempplementedbyvam:s
safety net benefits.

Furthermore, a strengMd safety net ap-

pears to have contributed as much or more to the -

low poverty rates in 1995 as the strengthening of

the economy. Compare 1989, the peak year of

the economic recovery of the 1980s, to 1995. In
1989, some 20 percent of Americans were poor
before receipt of government benefits. In 1995,
some 22 percent—a larger number—were poor
before government benefits. In other words, the
economy, by itself, lifted fewer people out of

. . poverty last year—and also fewer children—

than it did in 1989. After government benefits

. are factored; however, the poverty rates both for
the overall population and for children were -

lower last year than in 1989. A stronger safety
pet made the difference.

Today, few elected officals are willing to
defend the U.S. social welfare system. Yet the
hard fact is that the safety net lifts millions of
children, elderly people and others out of pover-
ty. Yes, poverty remains much too high, particu-
larly among minority children. And yes, our
ammtwelfaresystemhasbad]yneededreform—
mg. But the welfare system did not merit the
shreddmgntwﬂlreoexveasamdtofancun-t
of the new welfare law. .

Ymrsﬁ'omnow,wearelﬂ{elytolookbackat
1995 and 1996 as the time when our child safety

- net was strongest. Only in the world of campaign

rhetoric can one ignore the evidence cited here

and conclude that cutting federal safety net

expenditures by $54 hillion over the next six
years (and allowing the states to withdraw anoth-
er$40bilhon) as the new welfare law does, will
improve rather than weaken the safety net.
When the next recession hits and federal funds

'faﬂtoexmndautomaumllytomeetnsmgneed

because welfare is now a block grant, these
problems will intensify. Let us hope that by that

_time, the White House and Congress have ended

the politicization—and scapegoating—of poor

‘farnilies and have acted in a bipartisan manner to

repanthedanngetoasafetynetthat,forallrts
flaws, has accomplished a great deal. -

' ﬁewriterre.w'gnedinAugustfmml;isjob '

as depuly assistant secretary for human

services policy in the Department of Health

and Human Services.
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o Hond Blachs

onger Prison Times

Dlstnct Has Wider'. Than A'v?er_agé Discrepancy

nd no
e issue
head on, but black

o one knows

. defendants continue toreceive

" slightly longer federal prison
sentences under a system that was
supposed to do away with raaal
disparity.

extra days on lesser: sentenc&s and
a few weeks extra time.on

multi-year sentences, according to

a Washington Post analysis of

. .79,000 federal seatences handed

. down during the 1994 and 1995
fiscal years. .

. The analysis lends credence toa
widely held perception among
black Americans that they fare
worse than whites under the
federal criminal justice system. But
some experts said the sim
nationwide racial discrepancy is

. the best that could be hoped for in
_courts that deal with about 40,000
defendants a year. - .

Nationally, blacks got about 2
percent longer jail terms than
whites, thePost analysis shows. .
But the difference was greater in

'some regions, including the -

District of Columbia where blacks -

got sentences longer by 12 percent

in 1994 and 9 percent in 1995. ..
The disparity between blacks

and whites in Maryland matched

. the national figure in 1994 but rose

to 10 percent in 1995. In eastern
Virginia, blacks got longer
sentences than whites by about 5
percent in 1994 and 7 percent in .
1995. :
At the U.S. Sentencing
Commission, which administers
. the'guidelines, officials said they
could offer no explanation for the
- sentencing gap between similarly
situated black and white
defendants. The commission,
which is supposed to monitor the
impact of its sentencing process, -
has yet to independently study

racial disparities that have beena -

growing source of concern m
minority communities.
Presented with the mﬂts of the
- Post’s study of sentencing in the -
District; U.S. Attorney Eric H.

Holder Jr. said, “I can't explainit. T

bave no idea. Zero. But the task for

us is to determine if that disparity

. does exist here, why it exists. Any -
instance would be troubling.”" - -
Racial disparities are greatest -

under mandatory minimum .

laws—the patchwork of bills .

passed by Congress that set = -

blanket, nonnegotiable penalties =

for select crimes that are

" considered a particular danger to
the community, mostly involving
weapons and drugs such as crack
cocaine. Controversy over racial

ed:fferenceammmtstoafew .

 riots in federal prisons across the |
. country.

. were promoted by Congress and

ASSOCIATED PRES

OPTIMISTIC: Judge -

Willtam W. Wilkins Jr. says
average sentencing disparity |
is within tolerable range. "~ |

dlsparmes in crack cocaine cases
erupted last year into a series of

But the gap also surfaces in
Sentences set under the U.S.-
Sentencing Guidelines. The rules
cover most federal crimes and

the commission as a finely . .
calibrated system that would use
complex regulations and a -
mathematical formula to flatten

2 w ﬂmsm/_

sentences, even when you have an
apples compared to apples and
oranges to oranges. Whites-are
given the least restrictive
alternatives to prison. There may
be logical explanations of this. We
don’t know why.” .

For its analysis, The Post used a

conservative approach: eliminating

cases in which special .
circumstances drastically skewed

“prison terms—including

defendants who got leniency in

" exchange for becoming

govemment informants and those
involved in crimes covered by the
mandatory minimum laws.

That left about 43,000 cases

that by the definition of the federal .

guidelines were similar: where.

~both- the white defendant’s and

black defendanit’s criminal record’

_and current crime left them facing ~

the same sentencing options. For
example, if a defendant faced
between 30 months and 37 months
under the sentencing rules and he
got a sentence within that span, he
was included in-the analysis.

-Even under that purest

application of the sentencing rules, -

however, black defendants wound
up getting sentenced to the higher
end of the span than whites. That
means they received roughly four
days more on punishments for the
mildest crimes, about 2 week.
longer on mid-level crimes and six

weeksmorejailumeonthemost -

serious crimes. - .
. To Holder, who chairsa- .
reoent.ly appointed task force.on
racial disparity for the Justice
.Department, the national .
difference revealed in the Post

. analysis is troubling. “It’s
" stereotypical and gives me concern °

because it’s yet another example of

- where black people aren’t treated

in an egmtable way. The

out any personal biases that
surfaced in sentencing.
Fourth Circuit Judge William w.

:Wilkmer who oversaw the

writing of the sentencing rules as
the head of the first U.S,
Sentencing Commission, said the
relatively low difference between
sentences of black and white
defendants is encouraging. “I'd say
it shows the system is working. I'm
not saying that’s perfect but once .
you get disparity within a tolerable. _Sentence:
range you have to-accept some of

- - that,” Wilkins said in an interview.
.- But the number is less corziorting -
. to Wilkins’s successor, Judge

Richard P. Conaboy, the- -
commission chairman since 1994,
“What does that-2 percent say?
don’t know what the right answer
to that question is. If we getit -
"down to 2 percent disparity, is that

- the best we can do? It may be that
- there are going to continue to be

some disparities,” Conaboy said in
arecent interview.

More troubled by the numbers
‘'was Wayne Budd, the
commission’s only African -
American member, who said the
agency should be taking a harder -
look at disparities. “Overall, people

_ of color seem to receive higher

distinction is smaIl but the :
important question is why is that
" Nationally there was 1o gap

- between the sentences given-

Hispanics and white defendants

_ last year, and a 2 percent gap in

1994,

statistics. Women nationally got
sentences lighter by about 10

percent each year than similarly

‘situated men, The Post’s analysis

showed.

‘Regionally, the gap between
men and women in 1994 was
smaller with women getting six
percent less prison time in the
District and 2 percent less i in
eastern Virginia.

In Marylind, women got
sentences that were longer by 2
percent.

It’s not only racial disparity that
. surfaces in the sentencing -

' @uemagmngmumm
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HUD Awards Publlc Housmg Fun

$716 Million Granted for Demolztzon, Construction and Relocatzo

By Vernon Loeb '
Waskington Post Saff Writer

- Housing- and Urban ‘Development

Secretary Henry Cisneros yesterday
awarded $716 million in grants to 74
communities nationwide for demoli-

tion of substandard public housmg,_

new construction and rental assns-
tance for displaced families. :

Two-thirds of grant awards—$477
million—will go to housing authorities
through a prégram Cisneros said is
transforming public housing by en-
couraging local officials to demolish
vacant units and replace them with
less dense, mixed-income develop-
ments,

The other $239 million, Cisneros
said, will go to fund rental assistance
so that 15,000 families displaced by
demolition can rent apartments in the
private housing market. A total of
22,100 public housing units have been
demolished under President Clinton,
with 17,000 more slated for demoli-
tion with funding awarded yesterday.

HUD estimates that 100,000 substan-

dard units will be demolished by 2000.

HUD’s emphasis on demolition
comes after Cisoeros and congression-
- al Republicans crafted legislation last

year waiving prior HUD regulations

that mandated one-for-one replace-
raent to demolish- pubhc housing—a
prohibitively expensive requirement

that effecnvely blocked the use of de-

molition as a tool for fighting urban

blight.

While Congress' recently failed to
enact a major revision of the country’s
public housing laws that would have
made this and other temporary regu-
latory measures permanent, Cisneros
said HUD would continue trying to
make its regulations as flexible as pos-
sible. -

Along with an end to one-for-one
replacement, Cisneros said, new HUD

tions would continue to provide
bousing officials greater latitude
in spending capital funds and design-

ing new developments aimed at at-

tracting working families. HUD will
also continue encouraging local offi-
cials to adopt stricter admissions. poli-

cies and hire private managers torun

public housing.

The grants awarded yesterday, Cis-
neros said, “will allow us to continue
transforming public housing develop-
ments from isolated ghettos of pover-
ty, crime- and despair into neighbor-
hoods of hope and opportunity.”

Chicago, which is working toward
turning 35 percent of its develop-
ments over to private managers, was
awarded $122 million yesterday, by
far the largest grant received by cities
nationally. Chicago was followed by
Atlanta, $45.8 million; Pittsburgh,

."$45.1 million; Detroit, $34.2 million;.

New Orleans, $32.2 million; Cleve-

‘land, $29.7 million; Baltimore, $25.8

million; Wasbmgton, $25 tmllxon;
Charlotte, $24.5 million; Louisville,
$23 million; and New York, $21 9 mil-
bon.

D.C. housing officials said the city’s
grant comsists of three segments:
$16.7 million for 713 rent-subsidy
certificates under the so-called Sec-
tion 8 program, $6.3 million for 258
Section 8 relocation’ vouchers and $2
million for partial demolition at two

- developments in Southeast Washing-

ton, Fort Dupont Addition and Stod-
dart Terrace.

David 1. Gilmore, the District’s
public bousing receiver, said the D.C.
Housing Authority has taken full ad-
vantage of HUD'’s new regulatory
flexibility in devising redevelopment
plans‘at Fort Dupont and Stoddart.

Fort Dupont will be reconfigured as
a mixed-income neighborhood in part--

- pership with current residents and a

private housing developer still to be
selected, he said. Stoddart will be ren-
ovated with federal suhsidi&s, he said,
after families remaining there are re-
located to private apartments through
the use of Section 8 vouchers, -
Cisneros said HUD will award an-
other $550. million in grants in May.’
The funds were approved by Con-
gress last month. Last week, HUD
awarded $259 million in grants to 650
communities as paxt ‘of separate pro-
gram to fight crime, drugs and gangs -
in public housing. '

"How the Court Files Were Analyzed

¥ By William Casey
Wasbington Post Sl Writee

e Washington Post’s ana.lys:s of federal

sentencing guidelines used computer tapes to

go beyond statistics compiled annually by the
U.S. Seatencing Commission. Tapes were provided’
by the commission and the Inter-University :
Consortium for Political and Social Research, a
research clearinghouse associated with the
University of Michigan. '

The files included deta:led information on cases

sentenced in fiscal years 1990, 1994 and 1995. Most
figures used in The Post’s analyses were developed
using 1994 and 1995 files, which contained about
79,000 cases. , _

‘One important indicator of how the sentencing
system is functioning is the agreement rate between
the pre-sentence report prepared by a probation
officer and the final sentence. For its comparison,
The Post used the high and low end of each sentence
as proposed to the court by the probation officer,
then compared it to the final sentence. If the -
probation officer recommended sentencing between
46 months to 57 months and the final sentence was
"24 months, that case was recorded as a
dlsagreement.

The Post also examined sentencmg disparities by

. Tace, gender and ethnic background. The Post used a

conservative approach, eliminating any case
involving judicial departur&s or mandatory minimum .

" - sentences. The remaining cases, sentenced by the

commission’s own rules, should have been handled -

. identically.

.The fedemlh system is built on a grid made up of
258 boxes or cells, each setting a range of possible

. prison time for a crime. A defendant’s criminal .

record and the facets of his current case position him

‘in one of those boxes.

Using this grid, a defendant posxt:oned at level 22
for his crime, with an extensive criminal record that

. puts him in criminal history mtegory 4, should face

between 63 and 78 months of prison time. In this

_ instance, a 72-month séntence corresponds to a point

within the range that is 60 percent of the cell’s width
of 15 (78 minus 63). A similar defendant given a
66-month sentence would still be in the same box,
but his shorter sentence falls at 20 percent of the
cell’s width. - :

This approach allowed disparity figures to be
calculated and compared for the whole grid and for

-groups of defendants by race, ethnicity or sex, even

though sentencing ranges differ from box to box

' William Casey is director of oomputer-asszsted

reporting.
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- September 12, 1996

Dear Ms. Williams:

I have always thought of Bob Woodward as a real "jerk"
who probably sends his mother a eongratulations card
on hls birthday.

I was féqlly livid when he appeared on Larry King and
other tadlk shows with his snide remarks abowt Mrs.
Clinton and Eleanor Roosevelt,

Obviously, he never read Royal Feud by Michale Thornton.
On page 285, paragraph three, Mr. Thornton tells how
QJueen Elize beth (now the Lueen Mother) used a spirit-
walist medium to eontaet her husband, the dead King.

I doubt if even Mr. Woodward would have had the audacity to
make the same eomments against the Lueen Mother that he
made about Mes. Clinton......

As 3 senior, I ean't wait until Oectober to vote absentee ‘
for the reelection of President Clinton and Viee Precsi- !
dent Gore, |

Very truly yours ‘

B. \awn Recdfozs

Mrs, B. Van Auken |

Ene.
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Wallis and ‘the Monster of Glamis 285

} by herself, Princess Margaret and the other royal ladies— was
z not merely unwelcome but out of the question.?' This would-
; mean relegating Wallis to the back row of the seats occupied
" by the twenty-seven non-royal duchesses, among whom she
technically ranked last of all. Since this, or the Duke's atien-
dance without her, would be an obvious source of criticism, it
was decided to invite neither of them, on the grounds that the
Duke, as a former sovereign, albeit an uncrowned one, could
+ not properly attend and witness the coronation of one of his
successors on the throne. It was a specious argument, for there
was no existing precedent concerning an abdicated uncrowned
monarch, and the Windsors were bound to view the decision
as the latest in a long line of petty humiliations.

The widowed Queen finally left Buckingham Palace and
moved into Clarence House on May 18, only fifteen days before
the Coronation. Some of the higher-up Palace officials *couldn’t
think why the Queen Mother stayed on here so long— not that
she will felish the move to Clarence House for there won’t be
the number of servants there that she’s accustomed to’.22

nce instalied in her new honic, only a few hundred yards
from the Palace, Elizabeth sent for a spiritualist medium, Lilian
Bailey, who conducted a seance for her in an attempt to com-
municate with the dead King. It was apparently successful, for
afterwards, in a gesture of gratitude, the Queen Mother *unpinned
her brooch and fastened it to Miss Bailey's lapel’. As far as
it is known, this was the Queen Mother's only .recourse to
Spiritualism, and, in view of her lifelong adherence 10 orthodox
Christianity, it seems that some particular dilemma must have
impelled her.:
Opinion at the new court was not unanimously in favour of
continuing the ostracism of the Windsors. Both Queen Mary's
. Sister-in-law and her niece, Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone
i 4nd the Duchess of Beaufort, had strongly urged reconciliation
j e Queen Mother, responding to the pressures around her,
May have wondered at this point, with Queen Mary no longer

FOR THIRTY YEARS, ELIZABETH, ENGLAND'S
BELOVED QUEEN MOTHER, REFUSED TO MEET HER ;

@

o

3 . , . . ¢ On the scene, if she was justified in maintaining an unrelenting
%‘ 5 8  SISTERIN-LAW WALLIS SIMPSON, THE TW [C%\BI;S[?SE[[)’S . Mitude towards her brother-in-law and his wife. If the spirit
INE bR e
‘ 5 ART AN S 4 L, I'LN ' na e, for ano u ;
LN IS THE TRUE, BEHIND-THE-SCENES STORY OF THE before the Duchess of Windsor would meet his widow.
P é MODERN-DAY WAR OF THE ROSES. i On June 2, the Queen Mother received an affectionate and
¥ W 2 Moving reception from the London crowds as she drove in her
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1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
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QM 7 Mount Ternon College

Office of the President

September 26, 1996

Ms. Margaret A. Williams

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
and Assistant to the President

The White House

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Ms. Williams:

Thank you so very much for your remarks on September 17th
when the Women’s College Coalition and Mount Vernon College came
to participate “At the Table” in what was a most memorable
occasion. The evening before, Secretary Shalala and
Congresswomen Woolsey and Slaughter came to our campus and spoke
to the President, Presidents of Student Government Associations
and Mount Vernon students about policy considerations that effect
the lives of women. None of us are likely to forget this
remarkable occasion which you made even more special. All of us
will treasure this memory for a very long time.

With gratitude and best regards.
Yours sincerely,
94/()//&____-

LudyZnn Geiselman
President

LAG/ct

2100 Foxhall Road, N.W. - Washington, D.C. 20007 (202) 625-4600



Mount Vernon College

Office of The President
2100 Foxhall Road, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
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Ms. Margaret A. Williams

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
and Assistant to the President

The White House

Washington, DC 20503



November surprise

We're not sure what-to make of
Hillary Rodham Clinton's
eyebrow raising remarks at this
year's Democratic National Com-
mittee fund-raiser, but it's almost
worth voting for President Clin-
ton in November to find out what
she and Vice President Al Gore
have in store for their country. -

"“I'm here to tell you that in the
second term, Al and I are
breaking out and we are not-go-*
ing to let Bill Clinton and Tipper
Gore have all the fun,” said a
laughing Mrs. Clinton, having al-
ready pointed out to the crowd
that her husband and Mrs. Gore
were actually a team, and that
they share not only the “same ap-
proaches in life,” but also the
same birthday. )

“But I'm not going to go any.
further. I don’t want to spoil the
surprise,” the first lady teased
Democrats at the gala at the
Washington Convention Center.

“But among the many reasons

why you should vote for and work
for and contribute to Bill Clinton
and Al Gore is to see what hap-
pens after the election, when Al
+and I feel totally at ease to be our
real selves,” she said.

Republicans have been having -

fun with the video of late, not

sure whether the first lady's joke

was on her Democratic daudience
or on them.

Remember Woody

Woody Jenkins couldn't have

come to town at a better time.

 As some polls after Sunday
-night’s presidential debate in-
credibly put Bob Dole even fur-
ther behind Bill Clinton, the Re-
publican state representative
from Louisiana was here as liv-
ing proof that pollsters aren’t al-
ways fortunetellers.

Mr. Jenkins came from behind
in the polls to take first place in
the recent runoff for the Senate
seat vacated by J. Bennett John-
ston. One poll said he’'d get 8 per-
cent of the vote, but he actually
won the state’s open primary with
26 percent.

Last night in Old Town Alexan-
dria, Mr. Jenkins, whose
statewide victory is being held
aloft for Mr. Dole’s naysayers,
was on the receiving end of a

A vrdeo of Hillary Rodham Clinton talking about the fun she and Al Gore
planto have ina second term has viewers amused, and a littie puzzled.-

fund-raiser thrown by the Amer-
ican Conservative Union, of
which he is a board member.

“I think Woody's victory and
his eventual win in November
will prove that conservatives

+ should not be faint of heart about .

their convictions,” said Craig
Shirley, a fellow ACU board mem-
ber and GOP political strategist.

Mr. Jenkins faces Democrat
Mary Landrieu, a former state
treasurer who got 22 percent of
the vote in the runoff.

Finally, a bea:d

Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, the scourge of courtroom-
advocates who argue a liberal in-
terpretation of the Constitution, -
found a pre-World War I model
for his game-day face. 2

He showed up on the bench
yesterday wearing a full beard,
the first sitting justice to do so
since Charles Evans Hughes,
who retired from the court in

1916, ialthough he returned in
1930 for an 11-year turn as chief -

- justice.

While his head of hair is thin-
ning a bit in front, Justice
Scalia’s salt-and-pepper beard
and mustache, grown during
summer recess, offers heavy
cover, from earlobe to earlobe
and across the upper lip.

President Reagan, who nom-
inated Justice Scalia, twice tried

‘to appoint beards directly to the

court, but Judge Robert H. Bork
and Douglas H. Ginsburg fell
afoul of confirmation battles.

Bureaucrats for Bill

The American Federation of

. Government Employees, AFL-

CIO, contends it “is and has al-
ways been a nonpartisan organi-
zation,” yet the union is urging.
federal workers to “remember
our friends in November."
“Following closely on the heels
of two government lockouts, gov-

cTh‘c,lBasl)ingtun Cines
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ernment employees have'seen.
what happens when a hostile
Congress calls the shots,” AFGE ~
states in the October issue of its
publication Government Stan-
dard. “And since Congress shut
down America, government em-
ployees have promised to remem-

" ber in November” '

-Without endorsing any candi-
date, the union is running an-ad
on the back page of the same
publication offering for $7 each
union-made Clinton-Gore cam-
paign buttons, personalized with
the government employee’s name.

“This ad not to be posted on
federal property” the union wrote
under the ad. “Please do not wear
these buttons at your worksite.”

Whoops!

“How'’s this for congressional
relations!” says the office of Sen.
John Ashcroft, Missouri Republi-
can and accidental recipient of
six pages of the Democratic Par-
ty’s political strategy, sent to him
by the White House, no less.

The topic dealt with how to
gain politically from so-called
Republican attacks on everything
from Head Start and AmeriCorps’
to the Summer Jobs program.

A more hollow hill

Capitol Hill is a much quieter
place now that the 104th Con-
gress has adjourned and senators
and congressmen returned home.

Thirteen senators announced

- their retirement, joining Bob

Dole and Bob Packwood, who re- -
signed for very different reasons.
Among them was the jovial
Howell Heflin, a retired country
judge and Democrat who couldn’t
wait to get back to Alabama.

Proof of that came during 1996
farm-bill negotiations by the Sen-
ate Agriculture Committee.

“Committee Democrats were
present,” recalls Sen. Kent Con-
rad, North Dakota Democrat,

“waiting for our Republican
counterparts to finish their cau-,
cus and enter the room. Suddenly,
above the din of the members,
staff and lobbyists came a bel-
lowing call, ‘Sound the
pachyde'rm horns!’

“The judge had made it known
he wasn't interested in waiting
for the Republicans any longer.
They promptly returned”




Rue the day

“Of all the labor groups in-
volved in this year's campaign,
none is more active than federal
workers," the Wall Street Journal
reports. : -

“When Congress twice §hut
down the government last. winter,
hundreds of thousands of angry
workers suddenly found them-
selves temporarily unemployed,
and many blamed the Republi-
cans,” reporter Glenn Burkins
says. . )

Leaders of the American Fed-
eration of Government Employ-
ees “are desperate to stoke that
anger, as is evident in the union’s
election-year slogan, ‘We'll Re-
member in November' That’s also
the title of a 19-minute video the
AFGE has produced.” )

Rep: John L. Mica, chairman of
a House subcommittee on civil
service, is one Republican being
targeted by the union. An AFGE

official complained that Mr. Mica

“has taken shots at us at every
opportunity.”

" However, Mr. Mica, whose
Florida district is heavily Repub-
lican and has few union.workers,
does not sound worried.

“Let them come on,” Mr. Mica
.said. “Not only will we cream
them there, but they will rue the
day they ever crossed me.”

Harsh light .

Democratic Rep. Robert Torri-
celli, in the midst of a hot race
for a Senate seat from New Jer- .

sey, is under fire for questionable °

actions back in 1984.

The Bergen County Record re-’

ported last week that Mr. Torri-
celli not only took care of the
daughter of a fugitive sought for
swindling banks out of $34 mil-
lion, but also arranged for the fu-
gitive, Korean-American busi-
nessman and Democratic Party
contributor Harvard Jee, to sign
legal papers at a U.S. Embassy —
and never notified authorities.
“When Record Staff Writers
Michale Moore and Thomas-Fitz-
gerald interviewed Mr. Torricelli
for the story, thé congressman

wanted to know why the Jee mat-
ter, now a decade old, was a le-
gitimate issue in this Senate cam-
paign,” the newspaper said in an
editorial yesterday.

“The answer is that the situa-
tion casts a harsh light on Mr.
Torricelli's judgment,” the Record
said. ' T

Coinlng home

Raymond Flynn, U.S. ambassa-
dor to the Vatican, does not ex- -
pect 1o continue in that role
should President Clinton win a
second term. '

“No, I don't think so,” Mr.
Flynn told Reuters news agency
when asked if he would stay in
the diplomatic post. “Rome is
eternal, but Boston is home.”

The former Boston mayor, who
was back in Boston to attend a
dinner honoring Ireland’s Presi-
dent Mary Robinson Sunday
night, said his wife has stayed
home while he has been abroad.

Bullet Poll

A Bullet Poll taken over the
weekend but before the pres-
idential debate showed Bob Dole
trailing by only 6 percentage
points — a 10-point gain within a
week.

Mr. Clinton had 46 percent to
Mr. Dole’s 40 percent, according
to the survey. Ross Perot had 11
percent.

Absent voters

Voter-turnout rates in the na-
tion’s big cities and suburbs have
declined significantly since 1960,
researchers say.

A study conducted by scholars

" at the University of Illinois sug-

gests Democrats cannot focus
solely on mobilizing urban voters,
while Republicans need to figure
out why voters in the suburbs are
staying home, United Press Inter-
national reports.

“It would be costly to [Repub-
licans] to lose the ‘bonus’ that
their suburban constituents have
provided them since 1924 re-
searchers said in the study, pub-
lished in “PS: Palitical Science &

'Politics.”

Nationwide, turnout in pres-
idential elections declined to 51
percent in 1988, a 20 percent
drop since 1960, researchers
found when they examined voting
patterns for all counties and most
large cities.

“Almost all of the deterioration
in turnout rates since 1960 oc-
curred in major metropolitan
areas or after 18-year-olds were
given the vote in 1970," said Peter
Nardulli, head of the university's
political science department.

Rural areas and smalier metro-
politan areas have had higher
turnout rates than larger cities
throughout most of American po-
litical history.

But, when compared with

The Washington Times
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other geographical locales, turn-
out rates in major cities have
plummeted since the end of
World War 11, seriously eroding
big-city clout in presidential elec-
tions, the study found.

Suburban areas, which have
registered the highest turnout
rates for most of the 20th cen-
tury, also have experienced a rel-
ative decline during the past 50
years, and a significant drop-off

‘after 1980. .

Gift to politics

Thomas C. Sorensen is dying
of cancer, but he hopes to leave a
legacy for those interested in
politics.

Mr. Sorensen, son of a crusad-
ing attorney general of Nebraska
and the brother of President John
F Kennedy's special counsel, has
pledged $500,000 to the Virginia
Institute of Political Leadership
in Charlottesville. The institute is
-expected to be named for Mr.
Sorensen.

“TI've pledged the money as
soon as I kick the bucket,” Mr.
Sorensen told the Richmond
Times-Dispatch. “I'm very, very
proud to have my name associ-
ated with it. I just wish I could
give more.” .

Mr. Sorensen joined the U.S.
information Agency in 1951. He
served in Beirut, Baghdad, Cairo
and Israel. Eventually, he became
the agency’s deputy director.

He became Robert Kennedy's
assistant campaign manager dur-
ing Mr. Kennedy'’s bid for presi-
dent in 1968. After Mr. Kennedy's
assassination, he worked for Alan
Cranston's successful campaign
for the U.S. Senate in California.

He also managed-his brother
Ted's losing 1969 campaign in
New York for the Senate before
Jjumping into the world of invest-
ment firms, where his Middle
East expertise served him well:

Mr. Sorensen has arare cancer
that affects only about 100 people
a year. He was told in January
there is no cure.

“I could do without the honor”
he said. “I'd as soon as have the
flu”
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North Carolina Democrats
Seek Helms Ethics Probe
The North Carolina Democratic Party yes-
terday filed a complaint with the Senate ethics
committee seeking a probe into published alle-
gations that Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) and his

wife officially understated their real estate
holdings, including several rental properties

that had no heat for years.
* Helms has said any reporting failures were .

inadvertent, But Lisbeth C. Evans of the state
Democratic Party, said in a letter to the ethics
paneél, “The failure to disclose may have been a
deliberate attempt to hide the fact that the sen-
ator is a millionaire slumlord.”

The News & Observer of Raleigh, citing tax
records, reported Wednesday that Helms and

" .his. wife, Dorothy, own 15 rental properties
" with an assessed tax value of just over $1 mil-
. lion, six more than they reported as being

owned by Dorothy Hélms in official disclosure
forms. Twelve were listéd as belonging to her,
two owned jointly and one owned by the sena-
tor. :

County tax records show six of the dwellings,

" including a jointly owned one, have no heat, ac- -

cording to the Associated Press. Helms spokes-

man Jimmy Broughton said the tax records are

outdated and all the houses now have heat. But

at least one tenant said he bought kerosene.

heaters to stay warm in winter. Another tenant
said his back yard -_has been the scene of drug

- Helms, who is seeking a fifth term, said he
plans to file an amended report and sought to
play down the controversy. He said he knows

little about his wife’s property holdings. Harvey
- Gantt, Helms S Democratnc opponent declined

to comment saying it was.an issue best left to
Helms and the ethics committce.

Democrats contend that Helins, a former
member of the ethics panel, has underreported
his holdings for 12 years, even after the com-
mittee asked hun for more mfommtlon about
them in 1990.

Morphmg and Bashing in son
s Madison, Wis., has always been a place

" where they do thmgs differently, and now that

is even true of morphing and Newt-bashing.
Talk about-bailing out on the revoliition.

In the.rest of the country, the generic politi-
cal television spot goes like this: The Denio-
cratic candidate puts the face of the GOP oppo-
nent on the screen and slowly morphs, or
transforms, that face into the mug of Newt Gin-

grich while an announcer gravely iztones that a -

vote for the Republican is a vote for the unpop-
ular House speaker.

Not so in Wisconsin's progru;swe 2nd -Con-
gressional District, centered in Madison, where
Scott Klug, a moderate Republican, is running
for reelection against Paul Soglin, mayor of

Madison. Even before Soglin could morph Klug
and Gingrich, Klug went on Lhe air and did it-

himself.

In the ad viewers see a plcture of Gingrich’s
face with Klug’s lips and his voice uttering,
“You've heard a lot of talk lately about how
Scott K]ug 'and Newt Gingrich are the same
person.” Then, as Klug boasts he was rated the
“ninth most independent” Republican in the

House, a newspaper collage appears on screen’

with headlines delineating his votes against the
Gingrich revolution on.various cuts in education

and the environment. Gingrich’s face appears .

again and as. the speaker’s face morphs into

Klug’s, the candidate concludes, “The next time

someone tells you Scott Klug is Newt Gmgnch \
tell them they’ve got the wrong picture.”

How does Gingrich-feel about one of his -.
troops so blatantly separating himself from the
Gingrich agenda? “Scott and Newt discussed it
teforchand,” said Don Meyer, spokesman for
the Klug campaign. “Newt said, ‘Scott, we need’
you.back here next year, you are in a tradition-
ally Democratic district—you do what it takes

' to get back here.’

- Ohig’s Flying Governer Simt Down

& Ohio Gov. (eorge V. Voinovich (R) has paid a
$1,500 tine to the federal government -for or-

*dering his-state plane to take off without per-

mission. He will also have $3,500 in legal fées.
The incident- occurred nearly a year ago at
the Chio State University airport about an hour
after l'reqndmt Clinton had land=d at the main
Columbus’ alrport several miles away. The FAA
had:told the gevernor, who had turmed down an |

invitation to greet Clinton and was headed to |

tour a steel mill, he could not take off because
air traffic was restricted during Clinton’s visit.
Published' reports said Voinovich grabbed a
microphone and told the tower it could shoot
the plane down: lf it did not like his take-off or-
der. .
Voinovich in a fetter to the Federal Aviation
Administration released by his office said, “I’

_should have exercised more restraint, .not lost '

my temper and remained at the airport until
this confusing Situation was cleared up.” He
said he believed the problem was due to a “se-.
ries of mistakes” by -the FAA and the Secret.
Service, but ddcided not to appeal because of
the costs and tme involved.-

: —quen Dewar and David Maramss




LA. Plan Aﬂowmg Drug Users
In HUD Housing Raises GOP [re

. By John Schwartz and Judith Evans
Washington Post Suff Writers

Congressional Republicans. are attacking a pi-
lot program in Los Angeles that will provide fed-
erally funded housing for people with AIDS, but
will not eject people for using illegal drugs, even
if they do so within the faclity itseff.

Such a program, they argue, appears to con-
flict with long-stated Department of Housing and
Urban Development policies requiring expulsion
for any drug use in public or assisted housing.

“Any federal program that condones illegal

. drug use is fl-conceived and must be changed,”
House Majority Leader Richard K. Armey (R-
Tex) said in a statement. “It is never compas-
siopate to condone illegal drug use, espeaally
with taxpayer dollars” -

The criticism of the program comes as con-
servatives have been attempting to portray the
Clinton admmnistration as being soft on drugs and
unable to produce an effective policy for combat-
ing what appears to be increasing drug use na-
tionwide, particularly among teenagers.

.- While HUD generally operates under a “zero-
tolerance” policy that allows tenants to be evict-
ed for substance abuse, the program under
which the Los Angeles complex operates gives
cities great flexibility in creating and administer-
ing policies. The program is one of hundreds
funded by a special $171 million HUD initiative
to provide federal housing and treatment for
people with AIDS. The new Los Angeles pro-
gram would serve people with AIDS and other

* problems-such as drug abuse or mental illness.

A-February 1996 “Request For Proposals”
published by Los Angeles called for any organiza-
tions wanting to run the program to provide
“Policies and procedures for drug and/or alcohol
use on-site and off-site, including steps for deal-
ing with relapsng clients to ensure their ability
to remain in the program.”

At least one organization that applied for the
grant money, the Salvation Army, was rejected
because it would not accept the provision con-
cerning on-site drug use. “The Salvation Army
felt we couldn’t condone use on-site. So we
- didn’t put that in our proposal,” said Anne Calvo,
executive director of the Salvation Army’s Los
Angeles residential care facilities for families
with AIDS. The $2.8 million grant eventually
was awarded to Friends Medical Research, Inc.,
which plans to open the facility next spring.

Ferd Eggan, Los Angeles city AIDS coordina-
tor, said the program was not a “glorified crack
house,” but was conceived as a compassionate
way to deal with the complexities of AIDS suffer-
ers who also abuse drugs. Far from condoning
drug use, Eggan said, the program would pro-
vide drug treatment, intensive therapy and other
services to encourage people who had relapsed
to reform. Multiple offenders, however, would
be referred to other substance abuse centers.

“We really were, for the sake of humanity, go-

ing to find people a place to live” who had no oth-
er options, Eggan said. “L.A. needed to create a
program that took as jts premise that substance

- abuse is a long-term chronic relapsing condx—

tion—and putting people out on the streets was

. inhumane and bad public health pohcy

“No one condones active drug use,” said Wen-
dy Greuel, HUD’s representative in Southemn
California. “However, effective drug treatment
programs provide a therapeutic response to per-
sons who may relapse and respond in a way that
also protects the public safety.”

Allowing substance abusers to remain in hous-

‘ing is an increasingly popular, but controversial,

concept known as “harm reduction” and goes
against the grain of more traditional therapies
that would require a person to kick their habit
first and then deal with other issues such as lack
of housing, or poor health.

Besides Armey, Rep. Tom Coburn (R-Okla )'

also sent a letter to HUD Secretary Henry Cis-
neros complaining about the- Los Angeles pro-
gram, which has also drawn fire from some

members of the AIDS preventlon and treatment.

oommumty

- “This program is wrong and outrageous wd
Shepherd Smith, president of Herndon-based
Americans for a Sound AIDS/HIV Policy. “It is
nevertheless a logical outcome of a permnissive
thought process concerning substance abuse ... .
drug . acceptance in this issue is widespread
throughout this administration.”

HUD officials argued that the. policy does not
contradict the Clinton administration’s support
for “zero-tolerance” federal laws that allow local
public housing authorities to evict ténants who
are accused of a single crime, including drug
sales. Earlier this year, Cisneraos unveiled a HUD
pohcy that would use a housing authority’s re-
cord in evicting criminals from public housing in
evaluating their performance for funding under
certain programs.

Although the “one-strike-and-you’ reout” poh- .

cy has been allowed since 1988, many loa] pub-
lic housing authorities have been lax in imple-
menting the approach, HUD officials said.

However, the housing programs for people
with AIDS would “not fall under those rules,” and
the programs are considered more akin to treat-
ment programs than traditional housing pro-
grams, a HUD spokesman said.

“The congressman has it wrong,” said HUD
spokesman Alex Sachs, referring to Armey’s
criticism. “Zero tolerance for on-site drug abuse

is HUD's policy. If Los Angeles or any city funds |

a program that allows on-site, illegal drug use, it

"is in direct conflict with HUD's zero-tolerance

policx. :
“Given HUD’s clear stand against drug
abuse,” Sachs said, “Is the congressman’suggest-

ing that we go one step further and bar all drug

abusers from drug treatment programs?’

L.A. AIDS coordinator Eggan said that the
program is special to him because he has AIDS
and took drugs in the past. “People have forgiven
me, and made space for me to make contribu-
tions in the world,” he said. “The same should be
offered to other people.”
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he sweltering afternoon was bittersweet for
Hillary Rodham Clinton. Her husband was sign-
. ing health-care legislation in a grand South Lawn
" ceremony, but it was a pale shadow of the sweeping
plan she championed two years before. And she was
not on the dais with the President and the congression-
~ al sponsors of the new law. Instead, the woman who
wanted to be the architect of dramatic change in Amer-
.ica was simply a guest, politely applauding,
Then the President turned to his wife in the front
“I believe, Hillary, that this justifies all those days

on the road and all those nights you stayed up reading -

the incomprehensibly complex issues of health care.
Thank you.”
And the audience, which mcludcd some who lob-
. b:edmxghtilytoldnhercomplexphmguvehaamnd
ing ovation.
For Hillary Clinton, it was an unfarmhar role, sit-
ting on the sidelines. For most of her life, she has re-

* . ceived those standing ovations from behind the micro-

- phone, at the center of the action. -
That’s how Americans have come to know her dur:

"ing these last four years: giving a speech, talking to -

" Congress, answering questions at a news conference or
- a high-profile interview. She offers various glimpses of
" herself: wife, mother, lawyer, professor, political activist,
skilled campﬁgna. Butintruth,HillaryClint'on,oneof
the most prominent and powerful peoplé in America, is
to many people little more than a caricature: Super
Woman or Princess of Darkness. :

The real Hillary, her friends say, is a complex blend
of what you see and what you don’t. Ambitious. Fun-
ny. Analytical. Intense. Warm. And, at her core, im-
pelled by her deep Methodist roots to try to improve
the world.

In a recent interview, sitting in agddedmnchau'm
the sunny Yellow Oval Room of the White House,
Clinton acknowledged she finds it difficult to give a
public glimpse of the private person. -

. “Coming into this position as someone who has al-
ways been intent about combining both my profession-
al and public interests with my family responsibilities, I
. really did represent something different than has been

*_ in this role before,” she said. “I believe a lot of people

just didn’t know what to think.”

But she says she has learned to accept much of the
criticism as reflected animosity.

“I had no idea that I would be such a target for my

husband’s opponents, because I really do think that’s

the primary driving force. A friend of mine who's a
gmat hunter said, ‘You’ve got to accept the fact that
you’re the decoy. He’s the duck. .

!
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ametimes, the first lady dons a hat and dark sun-

glasses and simply walks outside the insular

White House compound for a bit of freedom —

even if a couple of Secret Service agents tag along.

(Once, some tourists told her: “You look like Hillary
Clinton.” Her response: “So I've been told.”)

Her walks are a way to escape, if briefly, the unreal

life in the media bubble. Her friends say that in Ar-

kansas, people saw her in familiar, ordinary settings -

such as taking Chelsea to school or strolling through a
shoppmgmall And those humdrum rituals were a real-
ity check for her.
ButmdaeWhneHouse,everymovexsscruumzed,
magnified and usually criticized. Those who know her
best say Clinton has grown more circumspect and cau-
tious during her tumultuous years in the White House.
" “The thing that bothers me,” she acknowledges,

-‘_‘isthatitiskindoflikebeixiginaconstamstateof

readiness because you never know who is going to say

something or make up something, and you are just-

poised to have to take it because the thing I have
learned is I can’t respond to it.

“But then you wonder, well, gee; you know, that’s
hard because that’s not natural either, because when I
think about most people I know, if someone comes up

andmsultsyouoryourhusbmdorsayssomethmgthat'

is untrue, you naturally say, “‘Wait a minute.’ ”

"~ Judy Osgood, who has known Clinton since h:gh
school, says her friend is caught in the first lady bind.
The public wants to suckaneasylabd on its first ladies
— Shrew or Sweetheart. “If she is too perfect, then
they criticize the first lady for not being real,” said Os-

good. “We have impossible expectations. If her guard ‘
were down and she was what we think of as more her--
. self, people would be all over her, saying she wasn’t act-

ing like a first la
Diane Blair, ndoseﬁimdwhomchapohucalscx-

ence at the University of Arkansas, says that in the last. .
four years, she hasn’t seen in public the person she has

known for 20 years. “When I see her on TV, I see al-
ways a very serious person, whereas the Hillary I know
has a wacky sense of humor and is laughing constant-

ly,” Blair said. “Now, she is a figure on a stage at a -

.podium, and she is cuefully tailored and under a spot-

light. What I.am seeing is strictly, understandably the -

public figure.”
The public Hillary — smooth, articulate, controlled
— is the Ivy League attorney who twice was named by
the National I.AW Journal as among the naton’s 100
amumwd on Page 12

ANGIB CANNON uuepomrm'rhelnqunu’s
Washington bureau. -

Photography by Olans Wallser/Gamwnae U
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Clinton
connnued from Page 10

best lawyers. She’s the one who led the
Clinton administration’s fight for nation-
al health insurance, the one who went to

Capitol Hill to testify, who sat alone at’

the witness table, spoke without notes,
and smoothly stroked the enormous con-
gressional egos. She’s also the one who
steadfastly led the plan to defeat, work-
ing in secret with the task force drafting
her plan, producing a confusing, politi-
cally unsellable, 1,342-page proposal

that contributed to the Democrats’ fall |-

from power in the 1994 elections.
The public Hillary is the one who
has been a trusted and prominent presi-

dential adviser, and the one who has,

been at the center of some of the admin-
istration’s biggest embarrassments; the

_ health-care debacle, the Whitewater con-
troversy, the White House travel office .

firings, the disclosure of the high-stakes

commodities trading that parlayed her

$1,000 into $100,000. - _
She is hardly the first presidential

wife to be an influential presldenual ad-

viser or to be cnucxzed for it. Atuga:.l
t.”

i n ran a ‘“‘petticoat govern-

ment” after her husband’s stroke. Ros-

alynn Carter was lambasted for sitting in |

on some of her husband’s meetings. One

- newspaper declared that Nancy Reagan

had broadened the role to an “associate
presidency.”

“Every woman whom I have read
about who has lived here in the past has
been faced with the same dilemmas, has

‘engendered both probably more praise
" and criticism than she deserved,” Clin-

ton said in her recent interview.

But her own public style, particular-
ly her response to crisis and criticism, has
a lot to-do with how people view her.

“There is the lawyering side to her,
which has been really what I would as-
cribe a lot of her problems to,” said a

former White House official who asked |

not to b¢ identified by name. “It_isamn-
dency to kind of litigate everything. . .
“There is a difference between peo-

‘ ple who litigate and [people wbo]
Py schmoou around Washington and com--

o who'is the oﬁ'—suige, off-mike

Hillary Clinton? .
. " She has a keen sense of humor
and a raucous laugh. Those closest to
hersaysheuawarm,canng,sman
woman, committed to her fanu.ly
friends, and social justice. She is, they
say, a pragmatic achiever, but one driven
by more than self.

“] think you have to be motivated by |
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| and whisper something like,

altruism to endure what she has,” said

former Rep. Jim Cooper, & Tennessee
Democrat who locked horns with her
over health care. “There are a lot easier,

'} more comfortable lifestyles she could

have chosen than the one she has. She
has to be truly dedicated to the public in-
terest to keep going every day. Hersis a
dedication and resolve few people have.”

A former White House official said -
both Clintons believe that government
can help people, but their methods are
different. , .

‘“He is more cerebral about it, and

she is more Methodist about it,” the of-
ficial said. “‘He thinks about history and -
how different peopie have done things.
. . . Hers is more, “‘We have 20 million
children living in poverty, and how can
we get more Head Start for them, and
my mission i8 to do that.” ”

At 48, Hillary Clinton is actually

'} | very traditional and can be comy in a

way that the younger people on her staff
would pooh-pooh in their own mothers.
Among them, she is legendary for
matchmaking. She has been known to
walk into events at a school or'a hospital,
see a good-looking man, nudge an aide
“Oh, .
wouldn’t he be great for” so-and-so. She .
wants to know who is dating whom.
Once, she said about a single White
House staﬂ'er “We need t0 get him mar-
ried of” . -
‘ Sbc says stuff like, *“Okey dokey, ar-
tichokey.” She delights in planning sur--
prise birthday parties for those on her
adoring, close-knit, mostly female staff.

A few were stunned the moming she
was leaving a trip to Central Europe that
extended past the Fourth of July. Every-

‘one was rushing around with thousands

of things to do. And suddenly, while
ticking off lists of things she needed done.

_ ,ford:emp,HﬂlaxyChntontoldh«smE
‘| | “If anyone needs them, the sparkle:s are
.| in this drawer.”

““She was totally serious,” said her
surprised chief of staff, Maggie Williams,
Without question, her top priority is

‘1 her family, especially her 16-year-old

daughter, Chelsea, whom she has shield-
ed from the glare of scrutiny and who
has blossomed into a poised, pretty
teenager trying to pick a collége. : g
- The day before her Capitol Hill tes- <
timony .on health care, her husband

| | wanted her to accompany him to New

York for his first big speech to the Unit-
ed Natdons. That night, there was a
meeting at Chelsea’s school. He couldn’t @
make it back. She went instead. Only
much later that night did she settle down

 to prepare for the congressional appear-

ances that were s0 important to her
continued on next page ¥
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" Another tin;e, ‘after the President’s

a small celebratory gathering afterward at
the White House. The first lady was
nowhere to be found.

“When she got home from the
speech, she found out that Chelsea was
stuck on some homework,” said Blair,
the Arkansas political scientist. “Hillary

thing that belies this assumption that she
is a woman driven by political ambi-
tion.” E

ton’s battling personality may have

been planted more than 40 years
ago. Neighbor kids used to taunt little:

T he seeds of Hillary Rodham Clin-

tears on her cheeks after being beaten
up. This time was different. Her mother,
Dorothy Rodham, firmly told her to go
back out to-the street and confront the

T Aﬂui‘ﬂ bullies, then peeked through the curtains
— - vecme |10 make sure her daughter didn't get
L) e 80 W dtt |hyre, -
" Clinton says her mother, who today
X} i) 8%  lis in her 70s and lives in Little Rock, al-
71 29 1« |ways stressed “being grateful for what -
] Y] {8 |you've got, being empathetic with other
6.1 - . .
1 H 3 people, not getting too big for your
8 “‘ britches, not being someone who as-
¥ o8 B
[ ¥ -0.0 00
SV :
19 L T e . .
o 32 10 as " During the 1950s, Hillary Diane
29 LH ' IRodham grew up in a conservative, up-
.9 o0 83 |per-middle-class Chicago suburb. of Park
17 a1 & |Ridge, 11, a Leave It to Beaver neigh-
o Soomd cumen |othood with good schools, stay-at-

378
il
i

home mothers and dozens of ready play-

' [mates. - '

Her father, Hugh Rodham, was a

| gruff, hard-working man who ran a plant
that printed and sold drapery fabrics. He

3
£
¥
|
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three children the belief that politics was
the way to change the world. He loved to
sid | gather everyone around the dinner table
and throw out a provocative statement
for all to debate.- A product of the Great
Depression, Rodham also taught- his

read newspaper stock tables.
“We were probably the only family

Hillary’s younger brother, who today is a
|business, political and public relations

Hillary, knock her down and make her -
cry. One day, she came home again with

was a Republican who instilled in his .

first State of the Union speech, there was .-

went to help her. That is the kind of *

2

children the value of a dollarand how o :

in our neighborhood who never received
an allowance,” says Tony Rodham,

“We would rake leaves and cut the
grass and trim the bushes and say, ‘Dad,
how about some money?’ And he would
look at us and give us an extra piece of
meat.” o

-Clinton says her father was an old-
fagshioned man who wasn’t big on emo-
tions or conversations, but who had a
strong sense of what it took to lead their

lives: Be strong, work hard and make .

sacrifices.

“‘He was never questioning whether
I should or shouldn’t do something be-
cause | was a girl or whether some ambi-
tion was appropriate,” she recalls. “He
was always encouraging me, always
telling me I had to work hard, T had to
get a good education, I had to do the

- bestjob I could.”

Dorothy Rodham, a Democrat, was
quieter, softer and more nurturing, but
always stressed that her daughter could

'be anything she wanted and never to be
reluctant to speak her mind.

Together, her parents raised her to
have enough self-confidence “so that the
inevitable hard knocks of life, which

. come to anybody, can be learning expe-

-riences that make you, in another
friend’s phrase, ‘better not bitter,’ ”” says
the grown woman who has taken a lot of

~ knocks. :

Childhood friend Judy Osgood re-
members Hillary Rodham as “less con-
cerned about what I would term the
more trivial things — clothes, boys and
hairstyles. She seemed more grown-up.”

_Some Sunday mornings, the Rod-
hams loaded the car with food and

- clothes for their children to give to the

" down-and-out in. Chicago’s Skid Row.
“My mother insisted on that because
you learn values,” Tony Rodham says.
“She would say that we were blessed by
having a nice home in the suburbs, but
that we had to help others.”

That outlook was reinforced by
Hillary Rodham’s relationship to the

Methodist Church, which she described .

as ““a religion that called you to partici-
pate in the world.” At 14, she joined a
youth group led by a new young minis-
ter, the Rev. Don Jones of the First

Methodist Church, a man who furthered -

her exposure to the world outside privi-

~leged Park Ridge.

*“What struck me about Hillary was
more her intellectual curiosity and pur-
suit but not without an interest in the

" Christian faith and spiritual develop-
ment,” recalls Mr. Jones, now a profes-
sor of social ethics at Drew University in
-Madison, N.J. : )

Occasionally, Mr. Jones would pile

. the sheltered suburban white kids in a .
couple of vans and take them to a mod-

continued on Page 28
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Clinton
continued from Page 15

est community center on Chicago’s

tough South Side. The outings fright- -

ened the Park Ridge teens. But they got
a chance to meet with i mner-cuy Hispan-
ic and black youths, an experience that
changed them forever. -

On 2 Sunday evening in 1962, Mr.
Jones and some parents formed a lirde
caravan and drove the youth group to

!

I

Orchestra Hall on Michigan Avenue in

dowmtown Chicago to hear the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. preach. From a

‘pulpit on the stage, the civil rights leader

gave 4 sermon titled “Sleeping Thmugb
the Revohution.”
“In retrospect, it was appropriate for
that group,” Mr. Jones remembers.
““That town hardly knew there was the
greatest social revolution taking place.”

: Afterward, Mr. Jones took the youth
group backstage to meet Dr. King, who
‘shook hands with young Hillary and
each of her classmates. .

As part of a summer vacation Bible

. school program, -Hillary babysat for the

children of migrant workers who worked

I

-
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Later, as a 19-year-old Wellesley College

sophomore, Hxllary wrote to Don Jones

about how nice it was to go home for

Thanksgiving, but that she was eager to
return to Boston, where she had been -

toring poor, black children.
. “Bven though 1 enjoy this lovely
respite in Park Ridge, my heart aches for

~ _the poor people who bhave been op-

pressed and discriminared against in

Boston,” she wrote. “And I need to get

back to themn.”

hen Hillary Rodham arrived at

Wellesley in the fall of 1965, it

. was a-very conservative place,

one of the Seven Sisters schools where

young women wore demure, round col-

" lars and obeyed curfews. By the end of

Hillary’s four years there, Wellesley had

changed. With the tumultuous events of

the country, the women at Wellesley felt

freer to challenge the administration,

on everything from dress codes to the

Vietham War. .

Hillary changed there, too, shifting

. from a conservative Goldwater Girl to a

"liberal activist who worked on Eugene

McCarthy’s 1968 bid for the Democrat-
ic presidential nominaton:

* During her senior year, a group of
students in professor Alan Schechter’s
political science class proposed having a

" student speaker at graduation, a first in
Wellesley history. The speaker? Student
body president Hillary Rodham.

At the commencement, the seniors

@OCTUIEI 6. 1996
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mthextcapsandgownsmarchcdmto.

hear the invited keynoter, Sen. Edward
Brooke, a moderate Republican. But he
gave a stock graduation speech that in
Rodham’s mind did not deal with the
turmoil of the day: the Viemam War, the
civil rights movement, the King and
Kennedy assassinations,

Immediately afterward, Rodham
went to the podium, and before deliver-
ing her prepared remarks, she an-
‘nounced . her decision to challenge
Brooke.

She spoke passxonately and without

* notes for several minutes, srunning the

audience of 2,000 and attracting nation-
al media artention, including a photo-
graph in Life magazine.

“We’ve had lots of empathy,” she
told the graduates and guests. “We've
had lots of sympathy. But we feel that for

too long our leaders have used politics as’

the art of the poss:ble. Anc
now is to practice politic:

making what appem to

- Acheson, recalls that *“th

own experience made ita
petuous move. But it captu
that everyone has seen in a
and content-filled role: an
or intolerance of people !
don’t make change for th
people.” ‘

Rodham went on t
School and after graduatior
ton in January 1974 to
House Judiciary Committ:
was preparing the impea
against President Richard
was a momentous, histor
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the art of the possible. And the challenge
now is to practice politics as the art of
making what appears to be impossible

in their caps and gowns marched in to
hear the invited keynoter, Sen. Edward
Brooke, a moderate Republican. But he
gave a stock gradiation speech that in

Rodham’s mind did not deal with the.

turmoil of the day: the Viemmam War, the
civil rights movement, the King and
Kennedy assassinations,. - -

Immediately afterward, Rodham
went to the podium, and before deliver-
ing her prepared remarks, she an-
nounced her decision - to challenge
Brooke.

She spoke passnonately and without

. notes for several minutes, stunmng the

audience of 2,000 and attracting nation-
al media attention, including a photo-
graph in Life magazine.

“We’ve had lots of empathy,” she

-told the graduates and guests. “We've

had lots of sympathy. But we feel that for
100 long our leaders have used politics as

2 working on the Watergate Tcommittcc
.was a coveted post. As a junior attomey, -

one of her assignments was to analyze
the White House chain of command.

Attorney Fred Altshuler, who
worked on the Watergate pane] and to-
day practices law in San Francisco, re-
members Hillary as having “a strong
senseofsoual)usnceandastmngsense
of one’s responsibility as a lawyer, in-
chiding working to make social pmblems-
and govemmmt probluns better.”

t Yale, Hxllaty had fallen br a

 charming, handsome law student

‘& year behind her in school.
When he returned to his home state to
launch a political career, she faced a life-
defining decision: to follow her budding .
career in Washington, or to follow Bill
Clinton to Arkansas.
" It was August 1974. Nixon had re-
signed, and Rodham knew she could
move from the Judiciary Committee to a

AR top law firm or go into public-interest

possible.” .
: Oneafhctdassmm,ﬂennorDean

" Acheson, the granddaughter of President

Harry Truman’s secretary of state, Dean
Acheson, recalls that “the lack of her
own experience made it a somewhat im-
petuous move. But it captures something

that everyone has seen in a more mature*

and content-filled role: an mwillingnas
or intolerance of people in-office who

‘don’t make change for the good of the
people.”

- Rodham went on to Yale Law
School and after graduation to Washing-
ton in-January 1974 to work on the
House Judiciary Committee’s staff that
was preparing the impeachment case
against President Richard M. Nixon. It

was a momentous, historic time, and

| law.

Instead, she was soon packihg her
belongings into the battered Buick of her -

. roommate, Sara Ehrman, who had

agreed to drive her to Fayerteville for her
new job as a teacher at the Univemity of

- Arkansas Law School.

The leaves were beginning to tum
red as they headed the car south through
Virginia and the Blue Ridge and into
Tennessee. Along their rollicking road-

. trip, they shopped for pottery, ate catfish
‘and stopped at fruit stands ‘and historic

sites, such as- Monticello.
But the merriment had a sober side,
at least for Ehrman: .
“T just could not understand how .

~ she could take this turn away from what -
) obwouslywasgomgtobeastunnmgcn-

reer,” she recalls.

. Every 20 miles or so, Ehrman would
stop the car and-blurt out: “Are. you
crazy? Why are you doing this? You are

_giving up everything. God knows what’s

going to happen down there.” .
Rodham told her over and over: I

love him and I want to give it a chance. I
want to be with him.” .

"~ As they drove into Fayetteville,
Ehrman’s doubts deepened. The trees
were golden and the streets were full of

"Arkansas Razorback football fans

screaming: “Sooey, sooey! Pig! Pig! Pig!”
When Ehrman dropped Rodham

off, she burst into tears.
*1 thought, What is this girl going to

‘do? Why is she doing this?”’ Ehrman re-

members. I thought, This guy is smart,
but he is going to be an Arkansas lawyer.
We will never see her again.” -

Ehrman changed her mind the next
continued on Page 31
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continued from Page 28 -

day when she went to hear con-
gressional candidate Bill Clin-

|- ton speak. She was impressed
.'by his commanding presence

and gifted oratory.

. “Then and there, I deaded
it would ‘be OK,” she says nows.
." Rodham and Clinton mar-
fied the following year, but their
relationship was tested by allega-
dons of his ph:landermg During
the 1992 eampaxgn, in an inter-
view on 60 Minuzes, Bill Clinton
acknowledged “‘causing pain‘in
my marriage.” Stll today, with

{ * millions of Americans presum-

ing to know intimate details of

. the couple’s relationship, their

marriage often is the butt of late-
night comedians’ jokes.
“It doesn’t bother us,” the

. first lady says. “People have to

understand that Bill and I pay so

| lirde attention to what other
.Heisa
© very resolute person, and he ba- _

sically knows what matters in

people think of us.

life. I try to be the same way.
“So we don’t care what any-

body says about us personally or

about our relationship . . . be-
cause we know the tru

' Through the years, Hillary
Clinton has found ways of cop-
ing with tough times. Ann Hen-

1y, a close friend and an attomey

from Fayetteville, remembers

‘when some people quit speaking

to Clinton-because of her work
on a controversial school deseg-
regation plan in Arkansas. -

. When Henry asked her how
she dealt with it, Clinton shared

Ther secret strategy. They.hopped

in the car and drove to a local
bath shop. There, Clinton
bought her friend some bath

" scent that smelled like rain.

She told Henry that at the
end of a trying day, she climbs
into the bathrub with all her
troubles, scrubs them off and
then rinses them away.

*She literally wills it down
the drain,” Henry said. *“She
says, ‘All the stuff people say, 1
just wash it off.”

Ir’s a coping strategy she still
uses today.

“I do,” the first lady says,
laughing heartily. “I take a lot of
ba l) l
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AN OLD SALT HOPES FOR SMOOTH SAILING

TR

Photo by Maureen Keating
" Democrat Joe Brennan has run for everything else in Maine. Now, he’s trying for Senate in an open-

seat contest that is key to the battle for control. For a report from Down East, see POLITICS, p. 9.

$3.00

Judge Clears Way
For GOP to Spend
Freely for Senate

By Tim Curran

In a blow to Democrats as they
seek to reclaim control of the Senate
this fall, a federal district court
Wednesday dismissed a lawsuit
aimed at blocking Republicans from
making “independentexpenditures”
onbehatf of GOP Senate candidates.

With Democrats needing a net
gain of only three seats to take back
the Senate, the ability of the better-
funded National Republican Sena-
torial Committee to funnel.an un-
himited amount of money toraces in
key states — as long as it is not co-

Continued on page 16

More Good News for Republicans
In Topsy-Turvy Massachusetts Race

By Tim Curran
When Phil Johnston took the
stage Friday at a Democratic party
rally in Quincy, Mass., he was rid-
ing high.
Flanked by First Lady Hillary

Sens. Ted Kennedy and John Kerry.
and other party leaders, Johnston
was basking in the glow of his nar-
row win over Norfolk County Dis-
trict Antorney William Delahunt for
the Democratic nomination 1o suc-

it
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Revolving Door Quick

To Spin for 96 Retirees

By Juliet Eilperin

When the House adjourned sine
die at 2:52 p.m. Friday, the bidding
began.

Inrecentinterviews, retiring law-
makers from both parties indicated
they were holding off ncgotiating
agreements with lobbying firms un-
i} Congress adjourned.

Now that obstacle is out of the
way, and some Members are sure to
be importuning the same lobbyists
who used to try to cajole them into
passing legislation.

Though departing Members are
prohibited from actively lobbying
Congress for one year, they may still
join lobbying firms as partners right

m Haley Barbour’s
million-dollar lawsuit,
p. 3.

B Dole’s last chance:
Kondracke, p. 6.

@ Attack of the ‘push-
poll’ probe, p. 7.

POLITICS

® Christian Coalition
strikes back, p. 9.

m The greening of
(some) GOPers, p. 10.

away. With 14 Senators and 352
House Members lcaving this year
(not to mention those who lose on
Nov. 5), Washington may see a re-
peat of the last electoral cycle, when
more than a quarter of the 91 Mem-
bers who left office registered as lob-
byists once the prohibition ended.
Some Members have already fi-
nalized their plans. Rep. Sam Gib-
bons (Fla), the top Democrat on the
Ways and Means Committee. is slat-
ed to join the firms of both his sons
Mark and Chff, Roll Call has
learned.
Cliff Gibbons is a lobbyist based
in Washington, hcading the firm
Continued on page 18

HEARD

By Craig Winneker
ello, I Must Be Going.
Virginia Sen. John
Warner (R) is fighting

hard to keep his Senate scat.
But last Thursday — the Sen-
ate’s last day in session —
Wamner sensed that some of his
colleagues had already counted
him as a casualty.

The fun started when Warner
gave an eloquent tribute on the
Senate floor to retiring Sen.
James Exon (D-Neb). Exon
was so moved that he retumed
the favor. The enly problem: He

Continued on page 17

Photo by Jeffrev Snvder
“‘He may talk about [women] as if they’re chattel, but he treats
them like human beings,” said Schroeder of Wilson (pictured to-
gether above; below, Wilson with Afghan rebels in the 1980s).

House Bidsv |

Goodbye To
‘Goodtime
Charlie’

By Ed Henry

To say that Rep. Charlic Wilson
(D-Texas) has uttered some contro-
versial statements in his day is like
saying that Wilson only kind of had
fun during his 24 years in Congress.

When “Goodtime Charlie” was
asked what he thought about the
record number of women who werc
elected to Congress in 1992, he
replied: I love it. A couple of “em
are pretty cute.”

Then there was Wilson's possibly
apocryphal explanation of why he
hired so many beautiful women.
“You can teach "em to type,” Wil-
son declared, but *‘you can’t teach
'emn to grow” breasts.

But as the brash Texan rides off
into the sunset this week — he re-
signed effective Tuesday to get a
Jump-start on a new lobbying career
— his Congressional record is win-
ning praise from Congress's most
prominent champion of women's
rights. Rep. Pat Schroeder (D-Colo),
who is also retiring, said, “It’s kind
of sad” that Wilson is moving on.

“He may talk about [women] as
if they're chatiel,” Schroeder told
Roll Call, "but he treats them like
human beings.”

Wilson calls Schroeder “Con-
gresswoman Babycakes,” but she
says he has always stood beside her

Continued on page 1§
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Continued from page 1

onissues like abortion rights and family leave.
Inaddition, current and former female staffers
for Wilson say that his behavior toward them
has always been beyond reproach.

But what really sticks with friends like
Schroeder is Wilson's candor. They say thatin
anage of political correctness, Congress is los-
ing a man who had the guts to speak his mind.

Schroeder complained that the new breed
of Members are of “the bland milquetoast”
variety, who crowd the center of the political
spectrum and “waffle-waffle.”

“The thing [’ ve got to say is that he’s not a
hypocrite,” said Schroeder. “There’s so much
hypocrisy in this place.”

“He wasn’t concerned about the standards
of other people or their opinions about his per-
sonal tastes or private endeavors,” former
House Speaker Jim Wright (D-Texas) said in
an interview. “He was true to himself.”

Wright added, ““The blow-dried crowd that
comes in with a rehearsed slogan or two, this
1s antithetical to the genuineness of the per-
sonality of someone like Charlie Wilson.... He
was someone you wanted on your side, Idon’t
care if it was a legislative battle or a brawl in
a back alley.”

It’s ironic that Wilson, who has never been
accused of being the first one out the door in
all his days of partying, is leaving the 104th
Congress early. Wilson resigned three months
before the official retirement of his 52 de-
parting House colleagues, and even that deci-
sion is notable for its frankness.

Wilson, who plans to be a lobbyist, has ad-
mitted that he wants to get a head start on his
colleagues who also plan to lobby. Since ex-
Members can't lobby Congress for one year,
leaving early gives Wilson a chance 1o start
twisting arms on the Hill in October 1997 in-
stead of January 1998.

In describing his new line of wark, Wilson
shows that he still has a way with words. *I'm
going 1o be in town as a person who helps or-
ganizations with noble causes,” Wilson told
Rol! Call. He paused.

“Hopefully these noble organizations will

be able to pay for it,” he added, refusing to di-
vulge details about potential clients.

When asked how he has won over feminists
like Schroeder — while cultivating a playboy
image — Wilson said, “I have always be-
lieved, and it’s just part of my basic commit-
ment to equality, that women had a ways to
go before they achieved” equality.

Even when he speaks seriously, however,
the bad boy comes out. “People talk about
‘Goodtime Charlie’ and all his girlfriends and
all this stuff,” Wilson said. “But as far as |
know, there's no women’s group that has
passed a resolution that says you can’t be a
good guy unless you go out with ugly women.
A resolution like that is probably coming, but
not yet. I support women’s rights, but I also
like pretty women.”

Indeed, Wilson’s career has been marked
by tales of wild romantic adventures.

*“‘He was the one guy who everybody was
Jjealous of,” said former Rep. Bill Sarpalius
(D-Texas). "Nobody loves his country, the
state of Texas, and black lace like Charlie Wil-
son does. And I don’t know if you can put
those items in any particular order.”

“I've had hysterical moments, but most of
them can’t go into a good, family newspaper
like Roll Call,” said Wilson, who is divorced.
“I'll put them in my book to be published af-
ter my death.”

One episode that has already been revealed
occurred in 1990, when Wilson arrangeda US
visit for a 24-year-old blonde dancer he had
met in Moscow. Wilson called it “my contri-
bution to perestroika.” He assured everyone
that the only secrets the dancer brought back
to Russia were Victoria’s, as in goodies from
the lingerie shop he visited with her.

“] remember when we were in Israel to-
gether, it was tough (o keep the women away,”
former New York Mayor Ed Koch said. "
tact, they didn’t stay away.”

Like Schroeder, Koch is another unlikely
Wilson chum. They hit it off while serving to-
gether in Congress from 1973 to 1977. While
they both have a knack for saying whatever
comes to mind, Koch says that the similani-

ties end there between the Jewish man from
New York and the swashbuckler from rural
East Texas.

“I once went to a fundraiser down there in
his district — Where is it? In Lubbock? —
and I said, ‘Where's the subway?” Koch said
of Wilson’s home of Lufkin. "It was like
somebody from Mars had gone down there.
But ! would do anything for Charlie, as he
would for me.”

Koch said that his friend has thrived on be-
ing underestimated. *“He was Peck’s bad boy,”
said Koch. “But if every Member of Congress
worked as hard as Charlie, this would be a
much better country.”

Indeed, Wilson has long been a workhorse
on defense issues, rising all the way to the top
of the powerful Appropriations foreign oper-
ations subcommittee. Wilson used his influ-
ence on the panel! to dole out pork to his con-
stituents and to fund his pet issues around the
world.

Wilson spent most of the 1980s champi-
oning the cause of the Mujahedeen rebels in
Afghanistan because, he said at the time, “it’s
the only place in the -world where we are
killing Russians.” The rebels there still treat
him like a folk hero, and Wilson says now that
he's proud of “my modest part in kicking the
Red Army’s ass.”

And painting the town is not the only late-
night adventure Wilson will miss about Con-
gress.

“I'm going to miss the late-night little vic-
tories in conference committees,” said Wil-
son. “I'm going to miss the exciting votes on
the floor, the excitement of the opening day,
the State of the Union speeches.”

Nevertheless, Wilson’s wild days had a
price, and he will undoubtedly be remembered
for some of the ugly headlines he has gener-
atcd. During one of his trips to Afghanistan,
he was cnticized for bringing a former Miss
USA on a government plane.

There was the Justice Department’s 1983
investigation into drug use on Capitol Hill.
Wilson was atarget, but he was never charged
with anything.

Wilson was once Arresled for dnving w
intoxicated, and he was also fined for leav\
the scene of a car crash in 1983. He was filgd =

$90,000 by the Federal Election Commissign \_(

4
e
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— and reprimanded by the House ethics cori: i1

mittee — last year for misreporting loans
his campaign. o,

“I'vealways been one whodidn’tiry to pre-
sent a facade of piety,” Wilson told Rolil Call.
“And somehow or another it’s always sold at
home. The people back home have forgiven
me for acts that new Members would have
been horified to have been accused of com-
mitting. [’s always been what you see is what
you get with me.”

He agrees with Schroeder that Members are
getting too gun-shy. “The people coming 1n
are not like me,” Wilson said. *“They’re more
conventional and youcansee it.... They’re just
different, and they’re less likely to get into
some of the scrapes that I've been in. Both
sides are very careful about what they say.
They 're extremely guarded, and the press is
part of the problem because they’ ve gota laser
beam on everybody.”

While Wilson admits that he has given his
constituents fits, he says “they’re no bargain
either.”

“I sometimes tell my constituents that they
get a lot more than they deserve,” said Wil-
son. “They all want less taxes and more ben-
efits, less regulation but more protection.”

As for the future, he says with theatrical un-
derstatement, ‘I hope my experience withen-
ergy, military, and foreign affairs issues will
be worth something to somebody. I've yet to
find out if that’s the case.”

But in a recent private moment, Wilson’s
trademark swagger was still there. The mo-
ment came at a farewell party for Sen. Ben-
nett Johnston (D-La).

Anenergy lobbyistapproached Wilsondur-
ing the cocktail reception and thanked him for
his help over the years. She quickly added,
“You'll still be here, right?”

Wilson replied with a smile, “T'll be here.”

Jennifer Bradley and Juliet Eilperin con-
tributed to this report.
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- Blg Easy polltics

As New Orleans voters get
ready for what is expected to be a
close vote in tomorrow’s mayoral
eléction, they continue to be
supjected to racist and anti-
Semitic leafleting despite clean-
cafmpaign pledges.

ked in what the most recent
poll says is a dead heat are Don-
ald Mintz, 50, a Jewish corporate
lawyer, and Marc Morial, 36, a
one-term state senator and son of
thé city’s first black mayor, the
Associated Press reports.

At least four fliers were circu-
lated. One charged Mr. Morial,
who is an unwed father, with be-
ing bisexual, using drugs and tak-
ing kickbacks. Others called
blacks “jungle apes” and Jews
“the curse of the planet.”

+1 don’t really think it's more
vigious than we’ve seen in other
races,’ said Susan Howell, politi-
cal scientist at the University of
New Orleans. “What makes it ex-
ceptional is that they signed a
pledge to run a clean campaign.”

The preliminary resultsof a -
probe by the city’s Human Rela-
tiohs Commission linked one flier
to the Mintz campaign. The day
before the Feb. S primary, an aide
to Mr. Mintz was indicted for dis-
tributing one of the fliers.

Mr. Mintz denies involvement
with the fliers. He used one at-
tacking “bloodsucking Jews" to
galvanize the Jewish community
in & fund-raising effort that re-
ceived more than $250,000 from
out-of-town contributors.

“With a majority-black elector-
ate, Morial should have an advan-
tage,” Ms. Howell said. “Instead,
thdy're neck-and-neck, which
meéans he has to pull it out, so it’s
to his advantage to keep the em-
phésis on the fliers.”

“The biggest issue here is still
race,” she said. “Blacks still tend
to Yote for blacks, whites for
whites. Beyond that, both groups
are worried about crime and the
quélity of life in the city”

| The Doggetts

Teresa Doggett, a Texas Re-
puplican who's hired political
strategist Ed Rollins to help with
het campaign for state comptrol-
ler} is married to John Doggett

I.

II1 of Anita Hill fame.

In October 1991, Mr. Doggett, a
Texas lawyer, testified against
Miss Hill at a Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing, in which she
accused Clarence Thomas of sex-
ual harassment.

Mr. Doggett, a graduate of Yale
Law School, said Miss Hill pur-
sued him for dates, and after he
deflected her advances, lectured
him about “leading women on.”

Felnstelin no shoo-In?

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, Califor-
nia Democrat, may be in for a
race, reports the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor.

Although the early outlook was
that she would be difficult to
unseat, the entrance of Republi-
can Rep. Michael Huffington into
the race makes the chances of a
Democratic coronation in the fall
less automatic. .

“You cannot write this guy off,’
says Sherry Bebitch Jeffe, a po-
litical scientist at the Claremont
Graduate School. “You can't write
anybody off who has sixteen [mil-
lion] to.eighteen million dollars
[to spend]. It will make Feinstein

. focus.”

Mr. Huffington plans to spend
at least $5 million of his money
on the campaign and raise an ad-
ditional $10 million from indi-
viduals. The Monitor says this is
twice the amount Mrs. Feinstein
spent on the race two years ago.

Baker: Undeclded

Just my best side

After more than six months of
negotiations, Republicans and
Democrats in the House have
agreed to dump the wide-angle
television shot that reveals that
even the members don't show up
for the local rhetoric.

No more will the camera cut
away to reveal an empty chamber
as a fire-breathing member
pounds the lectern during special
orders. The House, which con-
trols the cameras, will not feed
these shots to C-SPAN and others.

*“Obviously, this is an attempt
by Congress to manage its ap-
pearance,” John Jackson, political
science professor at Southern I}-
linois University, told the Phila-

delphia Inquirer. *But their prob--

lems go a lot deeper than that.”

James A. Baker 111, former
secretary of state, was asked yes-
terday about running for the
presidency: “I'll have to tell you
that while I haven't decided I'm
going to do it, I haven't decided
I'm not going to do it.”

In a C-SPAN interview Mr. Ba-
ker added, however, that Repub-

~licans make a mistake talking
"now about the presidency be-

cause it takes the focus off this
year's elections in which GOP
gains are expected.

The deadline for deciding? “1
think you have to make a decision
like that by January or February
of 1995. I think that you shouldn’t
wait any longer than that; ... a
lot of the big states are moving
their primaries up.”

Today’s quote

“This act of evil is not the act
of a people. It’s the act of a per-
son or persons. Let's show Amer-
ica and the world that we can
make that distinction, that we are
not only the best of cities, but
the wisest of cities," said New
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani in
the aftermath of the shooting of
four Hasidic students.

Gingrich opposition

Former Rep. Ben Jones,
“Cooter” in the TV series “The
Dukes of Hazzard,” announced he

will seek the Democratic nomina- -

tion to oppose House Minority
Whip Newt Gingrich in their sub-
urban Atlanta district.

f
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He told the Associated Press
that Mr. Gingrich is not “rep-
resenting that district. He’s rep-
resenting himself. He has a
power-based national agenda and
he's been ineffectual in his dis-
trict”

A two-term congressman who
lost in 1992 after his district was
dismantled in reapportionment,
Mr. Jones acknowledged he has &
steep uphill race against Mr.
Gingrich. He claimed as well he
is a “recovering PAC-alcoholic.”

Although he accepted support
from political action committees
in four previous congressional
campaigns, Mr. Jones says he un-
derstands “the fleas come with
the dog and if you're going to
take PAC money, you're not going
to be independent.”

He said he would not accept
contributions from PACs and will
challenge Mr. Gingrich to do like-
wise. His status as a recovering
alcoholic was an issue in his first
two congressional campaigns.

Mr. Gingrich told the Atlanta
Constitution that Mr. Jones is “a
very fine spokesman for liber-
alism” and added, “I look forward
to what 1 hope will be an idea-
oriented campaign, not 2 name-
calling campaign.”

‘Living history’

Sen. Robert C. Byrd is not only
a self-taught historian; he is “a
piece of living history,” says the
New York Times.

Adam Clymer adds that the
West Virginia Democrat is a
throwback to the days of the two-
hour speech. In an age in which

the label “big spender” carries
some political danger, he also is
not shy about his commitment to
domestic “investments.”

In a profile of the 76-year-old
after leading opposition to the
balanced-budget amendment, Mr.
Clymer adds, “He intimidates on
the floor. He counts favors care-
fully. At times he sounds like a
one-man committee supervising
conduct for this very special
club”

Mr. Byrd himself says mem-
bers are less than they were: “We
don’t have the same inspiration,
the same goals, the same motiva-
tion. Most important today is the

" 20-second sound bite, making of

the headlines. .
“It is not as uplifting as it once

work elsewhere in government;
four other government workers
were moved into the office; Con-
gress spent $150,000 for the fired
workers’ legal fees; three gov-
ernment probes continue.

“When you add this whole
thing up, it’s going to cost hun-
dreds and hundreds of thousands
of dollars,” said Rep. Frank R.
Wolf, ¥irginia Republican. On the
other hand, the White House says
the office now employs four per-
sons instead of seven.

But a number of sources say
the new travel office is not as ef-
ficient. And no one knows what
the cost will be for an investiga-
tion by the General Accounting
Office, an internal FBI review
and a Justice Department look at
corruption allegations.

Aldes In slammer?

Health opposition

Whitewater will embarrass
President Clinton, cost him some
extra taxes and raise ethical
gquestions about the first lady but
is unlikely to get much worse
than that, writes Wall Street Jour-
nal columnist Albert R. Hunt.

“If the current performance
continues, however, it's less than a
long shot bet that one or two
White House aides could end up
in the slammer — not for what
happened in Arkansas in the
1980s, but for the way matters
are being mishandled in Wash-
ington in the 1990s,” Mr. Hunt
says.

One reason for this is that no
one has the standing to tell Mr.
Clinton how badly it is being
botched. Another is the otherwise
helpful Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
chilling reaction to controversies
involving her conduct.

“In short,” Mr. Hunt concludes,
“the first lady needs a Hillary
Clinton.”

Travelgate recalled

It has been nearly a year since
the wholesale firings at the White
House travel office occurred for
what the Clinton team described
as economy reasons. It has
turned out to cost a bundle.

The Philadelphia Inquirer
toted it up: Five of seven employ-
ees received more than six
months of paid leave and now

Further evidence of growing
opposition to the Clinton health
care proposal: -

A USA Today-CNN poll shows
an 11-point drop in support in the
past month; a Washington Post-
ABC News poll: 80 percent think
health care quality will decline
under the Clinton plan; 64 per-
cent thought so in October.

The Department of Health and
Human Services reports that S§
percent of emergency room vis-
its are not urgent. Emergency
room visits by the uninsured are
absorbed by paying patients. This
is a key factor in rising health
costs.

Stags at bar

The Utah Legislature passed a
bill to allow the Elks and other
fraternal organizations to dis-
criminate against women and
still hold state liquor licenses.

The Utah House, in the final
hours of the session that ended
Wednesday at midnight, voted
39-35 to amend the state’s Civil
Rights Act to exclude fraternal,
sororal or charitable organiza-
tions from some provisions.

The Senate passed the bill ear-

- lier. GOP Gov. Mike Leavitt would

not say whether he intends to
sign, veto or allow the measure to
become law without his signa-
ture.

e Compiled by Alan McConagha.
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Clinton TV pal Thomason

sued for libel in “Travelgate’

E. Paul Becard

v
Tl WASHI.STON TIMES \7

TV producer and presidential
pal Harry Thomason is facing an
$80.3 million libel suit for sup-
posedly spreading false charges
of wrongduing against the former
White House press charter oper-
ator snared in the “Travelgate"
scandal.

Charles P Caudle, former owner
of Airline of the Americas (AQA),
has charged in a suit just trans-
ferred here that Mr. Thomason
persuaded the White House to or-
der an FBI probe of the travel of-
fice. The White House fired the
seven-person travel staff, then
apologized for acting on false alle-
gations.

In his lawsuit 1in U.S. District
Court. Mr. Caudle says the false
charges of kickbacks and misman-
agement involving his airline and
the trave] office ruined his reputa-
tion and torpedoed a massive air-
line deal he had in the works when
Travelgate became public in May.

"The damage to my reputation

. continues to taint my reputa-
tion and hamper my business ef-
forts with each and every opportu-
nity I pursue.” Mr. Caudle saidin a
court statement taken this montn.

Federal investigations have
found no proof of wrongdoing by
the travel office.

Robert S. Bennett, Mr. Thom-
ason’s Washington-based attorney.
called the suit frivolous. “Mr.
Thomason is confident that his ac-
tion will be dismissed”” Mr. Ben-
nett said in court papers.

In a phone inteiview yesterday.
Mr. Bennett said Mr. Caudle hasno
case and his suit boils down to
greed.

“Some guy is trving to get his
hands in Thomason's pocket,” said
Mr. Bennett. adding that the suit
1sn't worth media attention.

The libel suit seeks $80 million
in compensatory damages and
$330.000 in punitive damages.

Mr. Thomason is a friend of
President Clinton’s. He and his

Harry Thomason has been sued
for $80.3 million in federal court.

wife, Linda Bloodworth-Thom-
ason. produce the popular TV sit-
comEvening Shade"” and were be-
hind “Designing Women.”

He was assigned by Mr. Clinton
to orchestrate the inaugural gala
in January 1993 and stayed on for
several months conducting some
of his business from a White
House desk

Shortly after Mr. Clinton came
to Washington. Mr. Thomason's
business partner, Darnell Martins,
asked the producer to determine if
an airline chartering firm they and
a third partner owned could snag
the lucrative White House press
charter business. The charters are
worth an average of $40.000 a day.

According to a White House re-
view of the travel office affair. Mr.
Thomason and Mr. Martins got no-
where in discussions with that of-
fice, which was doing business
with Airline of the Americas.

Basing his information on a ru-
mor, Mr. Thomason “mentioned to
the president in late March that he
thought there was trouble in the
White House department having

to do with travel. but he did not
give the president details,” accord-
ing to the review.

The White House fired the
travel staff but had to rehire and
find new jobs for five of the seven
workers. The other two remain un-
der investigation.

White House Chief of Staff
Thomas F. “Mack™ Mclarty, who
co-wrote the Travelgate review,

apologized for the firings, saying
they were based o1 false claims.

“Thomason should have avoided ;

continued involvement in a matter
in which his business partner and
his friends in the charter business
stood to benefit and in which there

was an appearance of financial :

conflict of interest.”

The Travelgate review says Mr.
Thomason in May told Mr. Mar-
tins. one of his partners in the
TRM airline charter firm, to fax to
the White House a memo on the
rumored travel office wrongdoing.

That memo. Mr Caudle has
said, ruined his reputation be-
cause it falsely claimed that his
airline during the last year of the
Bush administration was investi-
gated by the Federal Election
Commission. provided free trips

in return for pro-Bush press co\- !
erage and misstated the size of the

airline.

By the time the memo was sent.
Mr. Caudle had sold the airline but
was working to start GlobAir— a
deal he said soured because of the

publication of the memo in news- |

papers after the firing of the travel .

office.

Despite Mr. Caudle’s charges of
libel against Mr. Thomason, the
memo was written by Mr. Martins,
never mentioned Mr. Caudle, and
was received and provided to the
press long after Mr. Caudle left
Airline of the Americas, Mr. Ben-
nett said.

"It's an absolute frivolous ...
case.” he said. charging that Mr.
Caudle’s attorney, Douglas E.
Kahle, misrepresented Mr. Thom-
ason’s involvement in the travel of -
fice affair.
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Travel Office Mess, Other Blunders Hurt

President on Eve of House Budget Vote

By JEFFREY H. BIRNBAUM J
And MICHAEL K. FrISBY
Staff Reporters of TiiF. WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON -~ Suddenly, President
Clinton is fighting for much more than his
embattled economic program.

After a day of internal finger-pointing
and rumors and denials of a possible
senior-level shake-up, Mr. Clinton is strug-
gling to refocus and regain control of his
beleaguered presidency.

Among other things, the president is in
the extraordinary position, after only
three months in office. of having effec-
tively called the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation down upon himself and his staff in

- the fiap over the firing of seven employees
of the White House trave! office.

Adding to the appéarance of disarray,
the White House reversed itself yesterday
and reinstated five of the seven employees,
placing them on paid leave pending the
outcome of various investigations.

As the administration struggies to right
itself, an early casuaity may be Lani
Guinier, Mr. Clinton's choice to be assis-
tant attorney general for civil rights. In an
apparent effort to rid Mr. Clinton of extra
controversies, White House advisers qui-

- etly spread the word that the administra-
tion lacks the votes to confirm Ms. Guinier,
who has drawn fire for writings suggesting
minority groups be given special political
powers t0 ensure they are represented
adequately in democratic processes.

Meanwhile, Clinton advisers are plot-
ting a high-level shake-up of the White
House staff as a way to break out of its
political torpor. In one scenario, a veteran
Democrat of national stature would be
brought in to work with the current chief of
staff. while Mark Gearan, a deputy, would
be switched !0 administrative duties. In
another scenario, Paul Begala. one of the
president’s ace political advisers who is
currently a consultant to the Democratic
National Committee, wouid join the White
House communications office, while cur-
rent Communications Director George Ste-
phanopouios would take a more strategxc
position.

Both Mr. Begala and Mr. Stephano-
poulos said they were unaware of any such
changes involving them. But aides de-
scribe Mr. Clinton as furious over staff
stumbles that have damaged him politi-
cally on the eve of the House vote on his
embattied deficit-reduction program.

Another possible change would alter
the assignment of, and perhaps demote,
David Watkins. the director of administra-
tion who oversaw the travei office. Though
Mr. Watkins is close to the many Arkan-
sans who have senior positions in the
White House. he is also seen as not protect-
ing the president from the travel office
scandal.

A further sign of the dismay and disar-
ray was a new outbreak of blame-monger-
ing over just who was responsible for the
firing of the travel aides. There were leaks
from at least one senior ‘White House
political official, and from others outside

the White House. that New York attorney

Susan Thomases. a confidante of Hillary
Rodham Clinton. was deeply invoived in
the abrupt dismissal of the officials. -

Ms. Thomases firmly denied any in-
volvement, and the offices of both Mrs.
Clinton and White House Chief of Staff
Thomas Mclarty dismissed the report.
The officials who planted the story offered
no evidence to back up their contentjon.

Further, Democrats have groused
about the damage to Mr. Clinton's image
from his association with Hollywood stars,
such as his pal Harry Thomason. The
television producer who has been in the
thick of the travel-office fiasco, works and
makes telephone calls out of space in the
White House's East Wing during his fre-
quent visits.

Meanwhile. the White House found
itself called on the carpet by its own
attorney general, Janet Reno, over how it
handied its dealings with the FBI. The
attorney general complained to White
House counsel Bernard Nussbaum that the

" direct contacts were inappropriate and

should have gone through one of the top
three Justice Department officials on in-
vestigative matters.
“When [ heard about the situation, I
called the White House and I said in the
Please Turn to Page A10, Column 5

| : Travel Offlcé Mess
- Other Blunders Deal

President Weak Hand

Continued From Page A3

" future it would be better if the contact were

made through the attorney general or the
deputy or-the associate:[attorney gen-
eral],” Ms. Reno told reporters. The FBI,
the Justice Department:and . the White
House itself opened. inquiries into the
manper in which White House aides. by-
passed established procedure to get the
FBI to change its statement 10 declare that
a criminal investigation wnswamnted in
the travel-office mess.. .

~ While his administration ‘was strug-
gling with the problems; President Clinton

" was doing his best to distance himself from

the decision to fire the travel office staff.

. “The only thing I know.is we made a
- decision to save the taxpayers.and press

money.- That's all | know." the president
- told reporters. '
He referred all further questions to Mr.
MclLarty, who has assumed responsibility
. for the mess, and who, incongruously, also

h -was named to head the-internal White

House investigation. Assisting him will be
Budget Director Leon Panetta.

On Capitol Hill, congressional Republi--

. cans continued to attack the White House

‘ for- appeanng to use the FBI for political

, purpos

cle.

—Joe Damdsou wumbuted w thzs ary-




Anyone remember Travelgate?

By Mark R. Levin

“The Freedom of Information Act
. . . has been one of the primary
means by which members of the
public inform themselves about
their government. . . . Federal
departments and agencies should
handle requests for information in
a customer-friendly manner. The
use of the Act by ordinary citizens
is not complicated, nor should it be.
The existence of unnecessary
bureaucratic hurdles has no place
in its implementation.

“I...callupon all federal depart-
ments and agencies to renew their
commitment to the Freedom of
Information Act, to its underlying
principles of government openness,
and to its sound administration.”

William J. Clinton

Memorandum for Heads of
Departments & Agencies

Oct. 4, 1993

nfortunately, like so much

| | that comes out of this admin-

istration, the president’s pub-

lic statement about his “‘commit-

ment” to open government does not

comport with the actions of his sub-
ordinates.

Remember the White House Trav-
el Office affair? The Clinton admin-
istraton is hoping you don’t. Lest you
forget, the scandal involved the
wholesale firing of career employ-
ees; the hiring of Clinton cousin
Catherine Cornelius to run the office;
terminating UltrAir (an airline char-
ter service and long-time contractor
to the Travel Office); a sudden audit
of UltrAir by the IRS; an effort to
replace the former charter service
with TRM (an air service owned, the
substantial part, by Clinton friend
and Hollywood producer Harry
Thomason); the pressuring of an FBI
official by William Kennedy, associ-
ate White House counsel (and Mrs.
Clinton’s friend and colleague from
Rose Law Firm days) to initiate a
criminal investigation of the Travel
Office; and so forth.

When this scandal first broke in
May 1993, Mr. Clinton appointed his
chief of staff, Mack McLarty, and
OMB director, Leon Panetta, to con-
duct an “internal management
review,” which they completed on
July 2, 1993. The review raised many
more questions than it answered.

Most important, it revealed Mrs.

© Clinton’s personal involvement in

the affair. For instance, the review
discloses that on May 13,1993, Mrs.
Clinton made inquiries about the
office to both Mr. McLarty and the
late deputy White House counsel,
Vincent Foster. On May 27, 1993,
Mrs. Clinton also received a mem-
orandum from David Watkins, an
assistant to Mr. Clinton, detailing
actions that the staff had taken as
well as future plans for the Travel

Mark R. Levin is Director of Legal
Policy at Landmark Legal Founda-
tion.

Office (including firing career
employees and hiring Mr. Clinton’s
cousin, Ms. Cornelius).

Given the revelations in the White
House’s review and the failure of Mr.
McLarty and Mr. Panetta to follow
up on critical leads — including fail-
ing to carefully and thoroughly
question Mrs. Clinton about her
involvement —Landmark Legal
Foundation undertook its own fact-
gathering effort through the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA).

Since June 1993 — that's nine
months — Landmark’s requests to
the FBI, IRS and Justice Depart-
ment for information relating to the
Travel Office scandal have been
denied or otherwise thwarted.
Indeed, not a single piece of paper
from any of these agencies has been
released. Here are some details:

® On June 18, 1993, a FOIA
request was filed with the IRS. An
IRS attorney responded on July 8,
1993, by writing that “(ylour . . .

Since June 1993 —
that’s nine months —
Landmark’s requests
to the FBI, IRS and
Justice Department for
information relating to
the Travel Office
scandal have been
denied or othorwise
thwarted..

request appears to be asking for the
tax returns or return information of
another taxpayer. We are prohibit-
ed by law from making such infor-
mation public”

What? There was no request for
any such thing. Requested was,
among other things, evidence of
any communication between the
White House and the IRS regarding
UltrAir. This was made clear
through several follow-up calls to
the IRS attorney ard even a con-
versation with her supervisor. For
the past six months, the IRS has not
even bothered returning telephone
calls, and no information has been
forthcoming from that agency.

® On June 18, 1993, a FOIA
request was filed with the criminal
division of the Justice Department.
On June 28, 1993, an attorney there
informed us that a search would be
conducted. On August 12, 1993, a
senior official in the criminal division
wrote ““[w]e have conducted a search
and identified records within the
scope of your request in the posses-
sion of the Public Integrity Section.
Those records are part of an open
investigation being conducted by
that office. We have been informed
that the release of these documents

could interfere with the investiga-
tion.” All records were withheld.

8 On June 23, 1993, a FOIA
request was filed with the FBI. On
June 29, 1993, the FBI acknowl-
edged receipt of the request. In a
follow-up call to the FBI on July 1,
1993, it was learned that the FBI
would not even address the request
for “more than a year” due to a
backlog of FOIA cases. This was
confirmed in a letter from the
senior FBI official on Aug. 16,1993,
in which the FBI added that “[i]n
order to reduce unnecessary cor-
respondence, we will notify you
only after the processing of your
request has been partially or fully
completed.” In other words, don't
call us, we'll call you (in a year).

® On June 23, 1993, a FOIA
request was filed with the Justice
Department. The request covered,
in part, any information about the
Travel Office located in the offices
of Attorney General Janet Reno and
Associate Attorney General Web-
ster Hubbell. Last month, Land-
mark learned from Justice that the
department had identified and
gathered about a one-foot-high
stack of documents that were
responsive to the nine-month-old
FOIA request. When asked if those
documents would be released in
the near future, a Justice official
advised that “consultations” with
the offices of Ms. Reno and Mr.
Hubbell were required before any
information would be released, and
the official refused to give us a firm
date for a decision.

This is what passes for “open-
ness” in government and “sound
administration” in the Clinton
White House. In truth, this is old-
fashioned stonewalling. But seri-
ous questions remain about Mrs.
Clinton’s possible involvement in
this scandal, including whether her
peculiar interest in the Travel Office
was driven by her friend Harry
Thomason’s efforts to remove a
competitior, and whether her friend
and former Rose Law Firm col-
league William Kennedy was pres-
suring the FBI at Mrs. Clinton’s
suggestion (or whether he informed
her of his highly irregular discus-
sions with the FBI).

1f there was no wrongdoing in the
White House’s handling of the Trav-
elgate matter, as Messrs. McLarty
and Penetta assert in their report,
it is difficult to understand the
administration’s absolute refusal to
release any information to the pub-
lic nine months after the event. The
president or Ms. Reno can and
should order the release of this
information today.

Now, in the midst of the White
House damage control effort in
Whitewater, the Clintons are
promising full cooperation with
investigators. Let us hope that this
latest pledge is more serious than
the president’s earlier commitment
to FOIA and the “principles of gov-
ernment openness.”

Ebt‘ ll’asy_,i_u,qtnn Times FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 1994
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‘White House to
" Run Own Probe
of Travel Firings

By PAUL RICHTER I_\l

~ and RONALD J. OSTROW
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

WASHINGTON—The White
House, in one more attempt: to
quell the furor over changes in its
travel office staff, announced
Tuesday it will investigate the role
of its own officials in the affair and
restore pay and benefits, at least
temporarily, for five of the seven
employees dismissed on misman-
agement charges.

“Clearly, we did not handle this
as we would have liked, and we're
going lo do better,” said George
Stephanopoulos, the White House
communications director. The in-
vestigation will be overseen by
White House Chief of Staff Thomas
(Mack) Mclarty and Office of -
Management and Budget Director

. Leon E. Panetta, he said.

Officials also attempted to end
criticism that the White House had
broken its own rules by contacting

" the FBI on the case without going

. through senior Justice Department

- officials. White House Counsel

Bernard Nussbaum insisted offi-

cials had broken no “policy. proce-
Please see TRAVEL. AT
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Continued from Al
dure or other requirement” be-
cause the case dealt with “internat
White House security.”

Nonetheless. citing the wishes of
Atty. Gen. Janet Reno and White
House officials to avoid “any possi-
ble appearance of impropriety,”
Nussbaum said that from now on
officials will contact one of the top
three Justice Department officials
before approaching the FBI.

Despite the White House state-
ments. Republican leaders re-
newed their call for a full Justice
Department investigation, and Sen.
Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D-Del.).
chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, called the affair an
“amateur hour” involving “rook-
ies.

The flap at first seemed likely to
be a minor one. When White House
officials announced the dismissals

.|
- Rather than ‘an attempt
to inappropriately
influence an
investigation, it seems
what we have here are
rookies on the beat.’

SEN. JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR. (D-DEL.)
y

May 19. citing bad record-keeping
and possible criminal infractions,
they said their goal was to improve
service and save money for the
press and White House staff,
whose travel the employees ar-
ranged.

But criticism grew with disclo-
sures that a distant cousin of Clin-
ton's, Catherine Cornelius. was
named to head a reorganized travel
office, and disclosures that the
firings followed a complaint from
the President's friend. Harry Tho-
mason, who has an interest in a
firm that does work for airline
charter companies. Thomason has
denied that he would reap any
{inancial benefit.

Stephanopoulos said the five
employees have not, in effect, been
rehired. Rather, he said, their ad-
ministrative leaves were being in-
definitely extended. with full pay
and health benefits. That explana-
tion differed in a key way from that
given last week by White House
Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers.
who said all seven had been “dis-

missed.”

“The question i3 whether the
people who were hurt did anything
to merit it,” Stephanopoulos said.
“We'll just have to see.”

Stephanopoulos said the five
now on leave are the junior mem-
bers of the staff, who did not have
“signatory authority” like their
superiors, Billy R. Dale and Gary
Wright. If they are cleared by the
current FBI investigation, they
could become eligible for federal
jobs in some other part of the
government, Stephanopoulos said.
All seven have denied wrongdoing.

Stephanopoulos acknowledged
that White House officials had
made "a mistake” in distributing
last Friday as a press release a
letter from the FBI that confirmed
the agency was conducting a crim-
inal investigation.

Nussbaum's assertion that White
House officials were free to contact
the FBI directly on “internal secu-
rity” questions did not seem borne
out by a statement of Administra-
tion policy contained in a letter
sent Monday by Philip B. Hey-
mann. the deputy attorney gener-
al-designate.

In a letter to Biden, Heymann
wrote that it was Reno’s view that
“in the matter of any pending
Department of Justice investiga-
tion or criminal or civil case, only
the White House Counsel's Office
[with the exception of the Presi-
dent and vice president] should
initiate contact with the Depart-
ment of Justice . . . . These initial
contacts should be only with the
attorney general or the deputy
attorney general or the associate
attorney general.”

Later in the letter, Heymann
stated: “The attorney general's
goal is to insulate the . . . attor-
neys and division chiefs from any
effort. however well-intended. by
persons outside the Department of
Justice to influence their actions.”

On Monday, Reno called Nuss-
baum to register her concern about
the contacts with the FBL But a
Justice Department spokesman,
Carl Stern, insisted Reno had done
so not out of any concern for
Administration rules but because
“she was very wary about the

White House calling the FBI on

anything—without going through
her.”

Asked about Nussbaum's de-
fense, Stern said: “Technically,
that's correct. In theory this was
not a pending investigation. It was

WEDNESDAY. MAY 26, 1993

White House Travel Troubles

The Administration gives this sequence of events on the White House
travel office.

@ Febd. 15: A 25-year-old cousin of Clinton told White House
administrator David Watkins about
*“questionable practices.” and wrote a
memo calling for the firing of the
seven employees. After the firing, she
was put in charge of travel
coordination.

& May 10: Hollywood producer and
Clinton friend Harry Thomason told
Watkins about compilaints that the
travel office was not allowing
competitive bidding on charter
business. A memo by a Thomason
business associate, Darneil Martens,
that appears to solicit charter business
was faxed to the White House.

» May 12: Watkins brought concerns
of mismanagement to associate White
House counsel Bill Kennedy, a former iaw partner of First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton. Watkins has ties to World Wide Travel.
After the firings, he was given control of the office, but the White
House reversed itself amid the uproar and severed the relationship.
® May 13: Kennedy brought the allegations to Frederick Verinder,
deputy assistant director of the FBI. Kennedy wanted advice on how
to proceed. Also, the White House brought in auditors o review the

Harry Thomason

travel office’s books.

Stephanopoulos.

issued later in the day.

“administrative leave.”

Source: Times staff and wire reports

® May 16: An outside auditing firm spent six hours reviewing the
office’s books. The FBI also was called in again and determined
“there was a reason 1o go forward,” according to spokeaman George

8 May 19: The White House announced the firings, saying the FBI
was asked to investigate. Thomason stood in the back of the briefing
room when spokeswoman Dee Dee Myers made the announcement.
8 May 21: As the controversy intensified, Stephanopoulos held an
informal meeting “'to figure out where we were.” An FBI agent
attended the Friday meeting and was asked to release a statement
saying a criminal investigation was warranted. The statement was

® May 25: The White House announced an internal review of the
travel office firings and backed off its originai statement that seven
employees were dismissed. It said five were actually on

something they were trying to
bring to the attention of the FBL.”

Meanwhile, the FBI said it is
conducting its own internal review
of how it responded to the White
House allegations of criminal ac-
tivity at the travel office. The
review, which is to be completed
by the end of the week, is intended
to help the agency answer ques-
tions from Reno and Congress.

Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.), the
Senate minority leader. called on
Biden to conduct hearings into the
affair, citing a “'potentially serious
abuse of power” by the Clinton
Administration. “It takes you back
to Watergate.”

But Biden said he had no plans to
hold such heanings because he was
confident that Reno’'s complaint to
Nussbaum would avert any future
problems. Rather than "an attempt
to inappropriately influence an in-

ool £

vestigation,” Biden said. "it seems
what we have here are rookies on
the beat.”

Clinton, meanwhile, continued 1o
keep a careful distance from the
affair, insisting he had little knowi-
edge of what his subordinates had
done. “I had nothing to do with any
decision, except to try to save the
taxpayers and the press money,”
he said during a Tuesday photo
session at the White House. “Any
other questions. I'll just refer you
to Mr. McLarty.”

Later Tuesday, he said: “There's
nothing funny going on here. We -
really were trying to save money
for everybody.”

And some White House aides
were confessing their frustrations.
“It’s very dispiriting.” said one.
“I'm really bummed out by the
whole thing. | wish we couid figure
out how to get it behind us.”

|5
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5 cleared of wrongdoing

in travel office inquiry

BY RANDY LILLESTON
Democrat-Gazette Washington Bureau
<n>

WASHINGTON -- The Jus-

tice Department has cleared
five former employees of the
White House travel office of
any wrongdoing in the contro-
versy that engulfed the office
earlier this year. -

The five were among seven
travel office employees fired
in May after White House offi-
ciales claimed financial irregu-
larities in the way the office
handled business. The office is
responsible for booking flights
for White House officials and
‘arranging charters for the ne-
dia covering the president; the
charters are paid by the news
organizations going along on
trips.

The firings turned into a ma-
jor controversy in the White
House when it subsequently
was discovered that:

<SBULL><n>White House attorneys
pushed the Federal Bureau of
Investigation to confirm a
criminal investigation iato the
office.
<SBULL><n>Longtime Clinton friend
and Hollywood producer
Harry Thomason, who is part
cwner of an air charter com-
pani, had inquired about the
media charters and had
pushed for an investigation.
<SBULL><n>Catherine Cornmelius, a
distant relative of Clinton's
who had been in charge of ar-
ranging media charters during
last year’s presidential cam-
paign, had been put into the
office in February, had gath-
ered documents used to justify

the firings and then was put in
charge of the office.

Two of the employees since
have retired and the other five
were un-fired a week after
the original firings. They have
been on administrative leave,
with pay, since that time.

We see no additional obsta-
cles now to full-time employ-
ment, White House press sec- |
retary Dee Dee Myers said l
Thursday. However, the five
will not be offered positions in |
the travel office, she said. In-
stead, they will be offered
posts in other federal agencies
at equivalent pay.

Several of the five had hired
lawyers after the firings, al-
though the employees serve at
the pleasure of the president
and can be terminated without
cause. When asked if there was
any prospect that the legal
costs of the five would be reim-
bursed, Myers said, Not that I
know of.

Myers noted that the Justice
Department had not ended its
investigation of the travel of-
fice, but simply had cleared
the five former employees of
any wrongdoing.

The travel office contro-
versy has been a continuing
source of embarrassment and
pain for the Clinton adminis-
tration, White House chief of
staff Thomas F. Mack
McLarty issued a report July 2
that showed a wide variety of
questionable contacts, particu-
larly the White House coun-
8el’s contact with the FBI. The
controversy surrounding that
contact, and the subsequent
negative publicity it caused for
the counsel's office, has been '
listed as a possible factor in
the suicide July 20 of Vincent
Poster Jr., White House deputy
counsel
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Clinton Friends Citga
In Travel Statf Purge

Report Says First Lady Monitored Actions

By Ann Devroy

Washington Post Staff Wnter

The White House report on
the firing of its travel office staff
offers a detailed portrait of po-
fitical favontism, spurred by
Harry Thomason, the movie pro-
ducer friend of the Clintons, and
monitored by the First Lady.

White House Chief of Staff
Thomas F. “Mack™ McLarty re-
leased the report during a news
conference in which he apologized
to the travel office employees
fired in May for unfair and insen-
sitive treatment and said five who
had no financial or management
roles would be reinstated in gov-
emment jobs, McLarty said he
had reprimanded four White
House aides who handled the sit-
uation, but none lost their jobs,
ranks or pay.

Mclarty concluded the firings
were prompted by a desire to
rectify dismal financial manage-
ment in the travel office, not to
provide jobs and business for
friends of the admunistration.
“We did the right thing but did it
in the wrong way,” he said. The
travel office workers are paid by
the government to coordinate
media travel on presidential
trips.

Republican leaders dismissed
the intemal review as a “white-
wash.” Sen. Chnistopher S. Bond
(R-Mo.) joined with Senate Mi-
nority Leader Robert J. Dole (R-
Kan.) and Sen. Trent Lott (R-
Miss.) in calling for an indepen-
dent investigation by a counsel
appointed by the attorney gen-
eral.

“The White House mistakes
were not just incompetence
made from inexperience,” Bond
said. “They were serious ethical
violations made from poor eth-
ical judgment.”

In his press briefing, McLarty
portrayed the episode as an ex-
ample of poor judgment. But the
repurt and documents seem to
indicate favoritism and self-in-
terest at work.

In the documents, campaign
aide and distant Clinton cousin
Cathenine A. Cornelius, who was
appointed to run the trave/ office
after the firings, is portrayed as
strongly coveting the job from
the time of the transition. She
was placed in the office by White
House director of administration
David Watkins before the White
House discovered any evidence
of financial mismanagement.

The report recounted how

See TRAVEL, A8, Col 1
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White House

On Travel Staff Shake-Up

Rebukes 4

Report Is Strikingly Se

lIf-Critical on Dismissals

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
Special io The New York Tumes

WASHINGTON, July 2 — The White
House today issued a strikingly seif-
critical report that faulted the behavior

- of one of its authors and rebuked four

other officials for the dismissals of the
White House travel staff last May. The
four were reprimanded for improperly
dismissing the staff members, for ap-
pearing to pressure the F.B.l. and for
permitting a friend of President Clin-
ton’s to become involved in a matter in
which he had a financial stake.

The 80-page report on the travel of-
fice affair, which paralyzed Mr. Clin-
ton’s staff for a week in May, also
disclosed that Hillary Rodham Clinton
had taken a personal interest in accu-
sations of mismanagement at the of-
fice, which handles the itineraries of

House press corps.

The report said Mrs. Clinton strongly
supported the original investigation
into management of the travel office
and was informed by memorandum,
two days before the President was in-
formed, that the seven members of the
travel staff were going to be dismissed
on May 19.

Litte Mention of Clinton

The report was published six weeks
after the White House publicly humiti-
ated the seven travel aides by announc-
ing their summary dismissals,.claim-
ing it had evidence of gross misman-
agement and hinting that some of the
staff might have been involved in crim-
inal activity. Over the course of several
embarrassing days, the White House

White House officials and the White
| ce—temesresgmng

H

: takes. But they stopped short of admit-

THE NEW YORK TIMES

" was forced to retreat, rehire five of the
seven and investigate .its own actions.

The report made no significant men-
tion of Mr. Clinton, although he had
earlier accepted ultimate responsibil-
ity for the affair. The White House
Chief of Staff, Thomas F. McLarty 34,
who wrote the document with Leon E.
Panetta, the budget director, assumed
the overall management responsibility
for the dismissals, which he said he did
without first notifying the President. It
was not clear what input, if any, the
President or Mrs. Clinton had in subse-
quent decisions. T 2 report suggests
that they had none.

It concludes that Mr. McLarty and
the White House Counsel’s office had
“the opportunity to contain the mo-|.
mentum'’ of the trave] office affair as
it ballooned “‘but did not take adequate
advantage of this opportunity.”

The release of the report in the White
House press room made for an extraor-
dinary session of reprimand, self-criti-
cism and confession by officials of the
Clinton White House. Appearing sub-
dued and contrite, Mr. Panetta and Mr.
McLarty were blunt in admitting mis-

ting that any staff members had lied or
that more than just “‘appearances’’ of
impropriety, cronyism and pressure

Continued on Page 6, Column |
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Continued From Page 1

tactics had been involved — even
though the report itself suggests evi-
dence of both. :

‘Mistakes Were Made®

““There were no criminal violations
involved here,” Mr. Panetta sald.
“Mjsiakes were made — mistakes of
judgment, mistakes of inexperience
that included Inappropriate actions
with respect to the F.B.1., allowing the
appearance that personal interest and

- {avoritism could play a role in manage-
. ant dzclsions, and unfair treatment
“of Whité House employees.'

: The only punishments meted out to
.the four White House employees held
- responsible for those mistakes were
letters of reprimand; there will be no
.lgss of pay. .

The Senate Republican leader, Bob
Dole of Kansas, criticized that disci-
plige as too mild, saying, ‘*Somebody
ought to be more than just reprimand-
ed."” -

The four reprimanded White House
employees were: David Watkins, dl-
rector of administration and manage-
ment; Willlam Kennedy, an assistant
White House counsel; Jeff Eller, direc-
tor of media affairs; and Catherine

. Cornelius, the current head of the trav-
' el office.

Ms.’ Cornelius, a 25-year old distant
cousin of Mr. Clinton, will be re-
assigned to another job, Mr. Mclarty
satd. At Mr. Watkins's behest, Ms. Cor-
nelius copied and smuggled documents
out of the travel office in the process of
building a case against the seven old
employees, the report said. After the
dismissals, she was put in charge of the
office.

Producer’s Role Questioned '

_ The report also questioned the role
played by Harry Thomason, the Holly-
wood producer and close {riend of the
Clintons with his own White House
pass, who was advising the White
House on staging Presidentlal events.
Out of concern for the President, the
report said, Mr. Thomason took it upon
himself to lock into the affairs of the

travel-office and to question why asso-

-White House Is Sharply Self-Critical on Travel Staff Shake-Up

CE DID WRONG

clates of his in the airline industry
were not able to bid on White House
business. The report said that this
‘‘clearly extended beyond what he was
originally asked to do’* and that he and
his friends *‘stood 10 benefit’’ from a
reorganization of the office. )

Mr. MclLarty personally apologized
to the seven travel office employees for
dismissing them without appropriate
sensitivity or care. He said that the five
who were not involved with financial
transactions in the office would be re-
turned ta Government jobs and re-
assigned to other departments.

Despite the myriad missteps by the
White House, Mr. MclLarty and Mr.
Panetta insisted that the basic reason
for their looking into the travel office in
the first place was valid, and that new

procedures instituted there would re-

sult in savings for taxpayers and the
traveling press.

“This was an area where they had
unaccounted-for funds almost totaling
$18,000,"" Mr. Panetta said. “There was
no formal financial reporting process,
no reconciliation of financlal informa-
tion, no documented system of checks
and balances on transactions and ac-
counting decislons within the office.”

Today's report stopped short of ex-
onerating any of the dismissed staff
members, noting that the F.B.1. investi-
gation was continuing. The agency has
sald it found no evidence of criminal
wrongdoing.

The report divides the White House's
missteps Into several areas. First, it
said, “‘the abrupt manner of dismissal
of the travel office employees was un-
nccessary and Insensitive.” While a

report by the accounting firm Peat
Marwick found. mismanagement, it
*‘did not furnish sufficient evidence for
terminating’’ the five empjoyees who
had no financlal authority in the office.
And the report said that the two em-
ployees who did have such authority
should have received a full explanation
for their terminatfon, evidence of
wmndgdolng and an opportunity to re-
spond.

Second, an associate White House
counsel, Mr. Kennedy, called the F.B.L
to seek guidance on how to look into an
Internal security matter of this nature,
When the F.B.1. did not respond quickly
enough to satisfy Mr. Kennedy, he con-

tacted several F.B.1. officlals and “ap-
pears to have made siatements con-
veying urgency and high levels of
White House interest,’” the report said,

According to Jim Bourke, the Chief
of the F.B.1's Special Inquiry Unit,
**Kennedy said that he needed to hear
from Bourke within the next 15 min-
utes and that if the F.B.1. were unable
1o provide guidance, Kennedy might
have to seek guidance from another
agency, such as the L.R.S.,"” the report
sald. .

This would not have been justified,
the report said, and *‘could have been
interpreted as an ultimatum, even if
that was not Intended.”

Insensitivity Alleged

The report also said It was a mistake
for the White House communications

-office to disclose publicly that the

F.B.1. was examining possible criminal
behavior in the travel office, since it is
standing F.B.1. policy not to confirm or
deny such investigations.

In addition, the report said, an "‘ap-
pearance of impropriely"’ was created
when the White House brought the
F.B.1.'s spokesman, John Collingwood,
to a White House communications
meeting to discuss issuing an F.B.].
press release saying that crlmlnall
wrongdoing was possible at the travel
office.

Finally, the report says, White House
officials took ‘*'several actlons that
demonstrated an Insensitivity to the
appearance of favoritism.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES SATUkDAY- JULY 3, 1993
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July 4: America and South Africa

birthplace of American democracy to award

the Philadelphia Liberty Medal to two de-
serving men from South Africa. It is a moment of
deep resonance. As Americans observe their own
Independence Day, it is fitting to honor another
revolution that is underway in a distant land.

As the United States took a historic step 217
years ago through a declaration of explicit princi-
ples, so it is that South Africa is now evoking
similar considerations of individual worth and
dignity to draw the curtain on centuries of
oppression and authoritarian rule. Next year,
that long-suffering nation will hold its first uni-
versal election. It will be an occasion when skin
color no longer defines the condition for receiv-
ing the rights and benefits of citizenship. Our
national day is exactly the right occasion to link
South Africa’s passage to our own.

It adds to the allure of the Fourth of July that this
nation can pay tribute to two men who have
contributed to a historic turn in South Africa:
African National Congress President Nelson Man-
dela and President Frederik W. de Klerk. There
are some Americans, a few perhaps, who cannot
understand how two people who for so long were
on the opposite sides of racial apartheid could both

PRESlDENT Clinton travels today to the

be invited to an American shrine to receive a medal
of freedom. Mr. Mandela, who spent much of his
adult life locked away as a political prisoner be-
cause of his resistance to legal segregation, will
share the honor with someone who was elected
president with formidable credentials for protect-
ing the very foundations of apartheid.

But more than Mr. Mandela’s triumph over
oppression and imprisonment is being celebrated
today. Nor should Mr. de Klerk's presence at
Independence Hall be treated as part of some
delicate diplomatic balancing act. South Africa is on
the verge of fashioning a new political order with
values and rights that, in many respects, echo our
own. These two South African leaders, with much
sacrifice, have brought their racially stratified na-
tion to that promising point.

If, as now seems likely, Mr. Mandela and a
nonracial coalition will be the victors in South
Africa’s coming elections, then he will join Presi-
dent Clinton in assuming official responsibility for
governing a society still burdened by racial dis-
parities and inequality. Mr. Clinton acknowledged
as much by saying in his Independence Day procla-
mation that the United States’ own mission is “far
from complete.” Those words bind America and
Sou:h Africa to a common ground.

The Travel Office Report

on which the administration has now issued

a report, was a case in which, in part

. because some aides were interested in the jobs and
. others in the business, the administration cleaned
.out the loosely run travel office, firing all seven
- career employees. When the firing was disclosed,
the press secretary said that it had occurred after
an accounting firm found “gross mismanagement,”
“shoddy accounting practices” and “many discrep-
ancies” in the accounts of the in-house travel
agency and that the FBI was investigating. A few
days later some senior White House aides called in
an FBI official to “clarify” a press release so that it
matched the White House explanation. One of the
aides who wanted and got the job of running the
reconstituted travel office was a distant presiden-
tial cousin. One of the people inquiring about the
travel office business was a presidential friend with
a White House pass and the apparent run of the
White House, who turned out himself to have an
interest in a travel company. '
Friday’s report suggested further that Mrs.
Clinton on several occasions inquired about and/or
was kept informed of the progress in taking over
the office. and that the official who did the actual
firings proposed at one point that the press secre-
tary describe them as having been “the result of

T HE WHITE HOUSE travel office scandal,

... the vice president’s National Performance
Review,” the administration’s heavily advertised
effort to “reinvent government.”

That’s the wrong thing in the wrong way. White
House Chief of Staff Mack McLarty announced that
four White House aides, including the one who did
the firing and the one who sought to run the travel
office, had been reprimanded; that the travel office
aspirant was being reassigned; that new rules had
been issued regarding contact with the FBI (and
IRS) to prevent even the appearance of their
political manipulation; and that a review was under-
way of the issuance of White House passes. He also
apologized to the seven employees for the fact that
their firings had been “publicly connected by the
White House with an FBI inquiry” and said that
new jobs were being found for five. The travel
office will meanwhile still be reorganized.

The question the critics instantly asked was
whether reprimands were enough. Was the presi-
dent’s staff merely slapping itself on the wrist, etc?
Wrong question. The serious punishment in this
case has already been administered—to the admin-
istration at large, in terms of image and reputation.
The issue is whether the folks in the White House—
senior as well as junior—have leammed from that,
Future behavior is how you'll be able to judge.
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EDITORIAL

'TRAVELGATE' FIASCO

Lesson learned

THE timing of thke holiday weekend release of a lengthy internal
report highly critical of how members of the Clinton adwiuistra-
tion mishandled the abrupt £iring in May of seven White House
travel office employees could not have been better.

Indeed, whether it was planned that way or not, the embarrassing
wrap-up to what became known as the ’‘‘travelgate’’ affair was all
but lost in the midst of the long Independence Day weekend. Given
the disproportionate attention the travel office flap garnered in
the £irst place, few would disagree that a somewhat inconspicuous
conclusion was fitting.

After all, the problem with the travel office fiasco was that it
became in short order a public relations disaster for the new ad-
ninistration. The 80-page report confirmed what everyone suspected
from the beginning: that the White House staff jumped to unwar-
ranted conclusions about the operations of the travel office and
then compounded tho crror by erying to manufacture evideuve ol
wrongdoing.

''7here was good business and good government justification to im-
plement some prompt changes in the travel office, but, to our re-
gret, we eorred in implementing these needed changes,’’ 1is how
White House chief of staff Thomas ’’Mack’’ MclLarty put it. ‘’‘We
did the right thing, but we clearly did it the wrong way.'’

To begin with, the internal report.found, the initial investiga-
tion into the travel office began with a complaint from Hollywood
bigwig and ‘’Friend of Bill’’ Harry Thomason, who had a financial
interest in the charter-airline business. That should have been
the first warning sign to Clinton aides to go slow.

‘Instead, after an apparently incomplete review of travel office
operations, including snooping by another Clinton acquaintance, a
distant cousin who hoped to take over the management of the of-
fice, the administration hastily fired the seven workers anad im-

properly pressured the FBI to corroborate that it was investigat-
ing crininal activity in the office.

As it bhas ‘turned out, the travel office did suffer from financial
mismanagement, including a failure to properly record $18,000 in
checks written on a petty-cash account, thea repart fonnd. But such
conduct hardly necessitated the summary €irings of the seven work-
ers. Five of the workers have since been reassigned to other jobs,
and the other two, longtime federal employees, are reportedly re-
tiring £from government service.

For their part, four White House employees who had a hand in the
fiasco - a Mclarty aide, an assistant counsel, a press aide and
Cathy Cornelius, the Clinton cousin - were given letters of repri-

mand. The White House also announced that stricter accounting pro-
cedures would be implemented.

The obvious lesson in all this is that the White House should look
carefully before it decides to leap to what may be an erroneous
gonclusion. By failing to use caution, ‘‘travelgate’’ ballooned
into a much bigger problem for the administration. That the White
House chose an opportune moment to admit its shortcomings seems to

indicate that at least part of the lesson already has been
learned.



Who Is William Kennedy III? V

The White House report on its
travel office scandal, Gergened out
into the void of the Julv 4 weekend,
would have you believe that William
Kennedy III is just one of four White
House aides who will have letters of
reprimand put in their personnel
files. In fact. the associate White

" House counsel is also the former man-
aging partner of Little Rock’s Rose
Law Firm. which is to say Hillary
Rodham Clinton's number one legal
partner.

Friday’s limited, modified hangout
does establish a basic factual record,
but obviously puts a defensive gloss on
the travel office shenanigans. Even at
its most inno- Poma
cent level, it's a
chortle-chucked
portrait of court
intrigue. But the
titiliation should
not obscure the
chilling reality:
One of the First
Lady's closest
associates  in- .
voked the White
House in calling 474 "=
the FBI to insti- William Kennedy IIl
gate a criminal investigation of func-
tionaries who'd incurred the displea-
sure of the Clinton inner circle.

The origins of this displeasure
seem to lie with Catherine Cornelius,
the distant Clinton cousin appointed
to head the travel office when seven
employees were fired, and Harry
Thomason, the First Couple’s film-
maker crony, who also has a pecu-
niary interest in TRM, an air char-
ter firm inquiring after White House
business. It soon spread to Deputy
Communications Director Jeff Eller,
with whom Ms. Cornelius had “a
personal relationship,” the report re-
ports. And to David Watkins, major-
domo for personnel, and High Cham-
berlain Thomas ‘‘Mack" McLarty.

And soon the - word was up to the
Queen herself. Mrs. Clinton was in-
quiring about the travel office with
Deputy White House Counsel Vincent
Foster and Chief of Staff McLarty, re-
ceived updates from Mr. Watkins and
was carboned on crucial memos.

Mr. Kennedy, however, did the
heavy lifting. He called the FBI—be-
cause, the report states, he couldn’t
figure out where eise to get some au-
diting expertise. When the FBI was
slow to respond. he said he'd call the
IRS instead. A week later, IRS audi-
tors did show up at UltrAir, the TRM
competitor usually used by the travel
office; an IRS statement denies there
was any contact with the White
House. According to press reports,
the agents told UltrAir officials
they’'d read about the controversy in
the press.

In any event. auditors from Peat
Marwick were soon swarming over
the travel office accounts, quite piau-
sibly finding the records a mess and
identifving $18.000 in disbursements
not accounted for. The seven employ-
ees were fired. and the White House
announced that the FBI had started
an investigation. and the FBI's
spokesman was summoned to the

White House for *'inquiries” about his
impending press statement. As a re-
sult of their roles, Mr. Kennedy, Mr.
Watkins, Mr. Eller and Ms. Cornelius
were reprimanded, but no further ac-
tion was taken. ,
Now, the travel office snafu was so -
complete it's tempting to ring it up to
inexperience. Unhappily, it seems
part of a law enforcement pattern
centering on the Rose clique. Remem-
ber Webster Hubbell, the former Rose
partner who was *‘White House liai-
son" to the Justice Department and
now associate attorney general; he
set up the meetings that led to the
Justice Department reversing its posi- -
tion in a corruption trial of a member
of Congress. Mr. Foster is also a for-
mer Rose partner. His defense of
Mrs. Rodham Clinton’s health care
task force did succeed in getting her
declared a federal employee, but cut
some legal corners along the way.
We've been particularly inter-

ested in the Rose firm's four-partner , -

implant in the administration be- °
cause of its representation of the
Arkansas financial empire headed
by Jackson Stephens. Our interest in
the Stephens companies, in turn,
was piqued because they handled .
the deal when proxies for BCCI :
bought Washington's First American
Bank. Mr. Stephens says there has
been no further contact with the:
BCCI figures. '
Stephens executives were an im-
portant source of contributions for the
Clinton campaign, and its primary-
season finances were salvaged by a
timely loan from Worthen Banking
Corp., more than 36% owned by
Stephens interests. Mr. McLarty, by
the way, was chief executive of Arkla .
Inc.—the Arkansas Louisiana Gas Co. :
that was the original cornerstone of :
the Stephens fortune. Unhappily for
Stephens, its new influence brought
increased scrutiny of an ongoing con-
cern about whether it complies with
laws mandating the separation of in-
vestment banking and comrmercial
banking. The Fed found one holding,
in the First National Bank of
Stuttgart, in violation of the Glass-
Steagall Act. Papers putting the hold- -
ing at 43% instead of 60% were filed, -
according to Jeff Gerth’s report in the
New York Times, by the Rose firm's
William Kennedy III. :

P

Now, we wouldn't want to make .

too much of all this. Lawyers are paid
to take positions in defense of their
clients. The Stephens companies have
done a lot of economic good, and
we're not sure we agree with Glass-
Steagall in the first place. Any admin-
istration will reach back to home-
state roots in appointing kev person- -
nel, and we think conflict-of-interest
concerns have been carried to the
point where people of stature shun
government.

Still, the early indications of the
Rose view of the law are certainly dis-
concerting, displayving a lot of corner-
cutting and casual abuse of power. If
these are the people in position to
start FBI investigations and sway the
administration of justice, they are go- -

ing to bear a lot of watching. :
v/

——
—

—
me—
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'GOP says Thomason

|

House and Senate GOP leaders
are investigating whether President
Clinton's Hollywood pal Harry
Thomason used his quasj-federal-
officer status to steer White House
travel business to his company in
violation of federal law.

In a growing partisan war be-
tween congressional Republicans
and the White House, GOP leaders
are building the case that Mr.
Thomason held an official position in
the early Clinton White House and
violated a federal law banning fed-
eral officers from steering govern-

By Paut Bedard

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

‘may have broken law

ment work to firms they have an in-
terest in.

Congressional Republicans are
focusing on Mr. Thomason'’s job.as a
director of the Inaugural Committee
and his role as a “presidential ad-
viser” who heid an exclusive ail-
points White House pass and was
given office space and a secretary
during the first month of the Clinton
administration.

The Republicans claim that Mr.
Thomason, co-producer of the CBS
sitcoms “Evening Shade” and “De-
signing Women," was essentially an
administration officer because he

see TRAVEL, page All

TRAVEL ,/

From page Al

had the pass and office rights of a top
Clinton “adviser”

A July 2 White House probe of the
“Traveigate” scandal reported that
Mr. Thomason sought to steer White
House travel office business to a
company in which he is part owner
— Thomason, Richland & Martens, a
smal} aviation firm.

“You can make a strong case that
he was a special employee ... who
took actions that would benefit him,”
said a congressional Republican

"leadership aide.

“He seemed to be a de facto em-
ployee since he had a pass. He had a
quasi-official status,” said Rep. Wil-
liam Clinger Jr. of Pennsylvania, the
top Republican on the House Gov-
ernment Operations Committee.

White House spokesman Arthur
Jones said yesterday that Mr.
Thomason never held any official
status at the White House. “He's not
a federal employee. ... He's just a
friend.” he said.

But the White House travel office
report written by Chief of Staff
Thomas F. “Mack" Mclarty said Mr.
Thomason had a “special assign-
ment” in the White House during the
first weeks of the administration.

Mr. Clinger rejected Mr. Jones'
characterization, .charging that the

White House was twisting federal -

rules to give Mr. Thomason an es-
cape from federal conflict-of-
interest laws, such as Section 208 of
the Federal Code.

“It suggests a very cavalier atti-
tude toward governance and sug-
gests that the White House approach
is ‘since we are in command. we can
do anything we want regardless of
the rules and regulations, " Mr.
Clinger said.

GOP leaders, inciuding House Mi-

nority Leader Robert H. Michel and
Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole,
are considering asking Attorney
General Janet Reno to appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor to investigate the af-
fair, which led to the reprimand of
four White House ofFTicials.

Short of that, the Republicans will
seek a General Accounting Office
investigation or set up their own in-
dependent inquiry, Mr. Clinger said.

Jed Babbin, a federal legal expert
and former Pentagon counsel, said
Mr. Thomason's title or role is not
clear. But he added, “If he is an offi-
cer of the executive branch, then it
appears he would have violated Sec-
tion 208 by trying to steer a contract
for White House business to a com-
pany he has an interest in.”

Either way, “somebody ought to
look into this," Mr. Babbin said.

Officials said the congressional
Republican probe also is expected to
examine other relationships and
questions raised in the White House
investigation of the travel office
scandal. Among them:

o Why was first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton involved in an attempt
to oust longtime travel office em-
ployees and replace them with the
president’s cousin Catherine Cor-
nelius and others?

The White House report said Mrs.
Clinton inquired about problems she
had heard existed in the travel office
but didn't provide further details.

e Was David Watkins, assistant to
the president for- management and
administration. involved in efforts
by Miss Cornelius to seize control of
the travel office and oust seven iong-
time travel office workers?

e Why hasn't the White House
fired or demoted the four senior of-
ficials singled out for reprimand in
the travel office report?

The four were Miss Cornelius, Mr.
Watkins, Deputy Communications
Director Jeff Eller and Watkins aide

Clarissa Cerda. Mr. Jones said yes-
terday that none of the aides have
been fired or demoted, adding that
Mr. Eller has been given the promi-
nent role of directing the adminis-
tration’s promoting of its health care
plan.

The White House’s report on the
travel office, unusual in its frank-
ness, found a handful of manage-
ment problems with the White
House travel office, but no criminal
charges have been filed.

The report also found that many
White House officials acted improp-
erly in firing the travel office work-
ers before lodging any formal
charges. Two of the workers have
since retired, and the remaining five
are to be reassigned.

Mr. Thomason, who has essen-
tially been banned from the White
House due to administration con-
cerns about reports about the presi-
dent being too close to Hollywood,
was a central figure in the travel
office scandal, according to the re-
port.

During the presidential cam-
paign, Mr. Thomason'’s firm did bill-
ing and consulting work for the Clin-
ton campaign’s air charter broker.
Rebuffed by the travel office, Mr.
Thomason told Mr. Clinton he
thought the travel office was en-
gaged in wrongdoing.

“Thomason should have avoided
continued involvement in a matter in
which his business partner and his
friends in the charter business stood
to benefit and in which there was an
appearance of financial conflict of
interest,” said the report.

“There should be better manage-
ment control with respect to the mis-
sion that any non-White House staff
person is brought in to carry out.
Permitting Thomason — or any non-~
staff person who comes in on special’
assignments — to work on problems
outside the scope of his or her as-
signment is not a good practice.”
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Thomason investigated

| for interest conflict

President Clinton's crony from
Hollywood, Harry Thomason,

: " doesn’t hang around the White
- House anymore, but in the first

month of the new administration he

" held an all-points pass and was
. given an office and a secretary in
" the mansion. Now GOP leaders on

the Hill say he steered White
House travel business to his own

" firm and., if he was an official aide,

he may have broken the law.

"l Page A1

|; Joint Chiefs hold
- fate of gay plan

The six members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff all support one of
the three proposed policies regard-
ing homosexuals in the military.
But their split over the other two
versions of “don’t ask, don't tell” is
seen as a risky stance when they

. come before the Senate. Key

* staffers on Capitol Hill indicated
. yesterday any proposal with less-
- than-unanimous backing by the

* chiefs is likely to be shot down.

. Il Page A1

- Student gunman killed,
-3 injured at college

OGDEN, Utah — A Vietnamese

. university ' student shot and injured

three persons in front of horrified
witnesses during a hearing on cam-
pus yesterday before a security
guard returned fire and killed the
gunman, local authorities said.

The shooting occurred at a hear-

©ing on a complaint filed by a mar-

ried Vietnamese couple against the
gunman allegedly involving verbal

harassment.

*The gunman was a Viethamese
student and he was accused of ver-
bally and physically harassing a 28-
year-old Vietnamese woman, also a
student,” a university spokesman
said.

The woman was not harmed, but
her hushand was among the in-
jured. A lawyer and the security
guard were also injured in the
shooting.

The student gunman was identi-
fied as Mark Duong, 28.

Sheik refuses
to take insulin

NEW YORK — Radical Sheik
Omar Abdel-Rahman, who is being
held in an upstate New York
prison on immigration charges, is
refusing to take his medication to
protest.regulations he says inter-
fere with his religion, an associate
said Wednesday.

. The 55-year-old blind cleric, who
suffers from diabetes, was detained
Friday after a standoff with the
FBI and the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service.

He was admitted to the prison
hospital Tuesday after his blood su-
gar level rose to abnormal levels.

“The sheik told me he is protest-
ing because they will not allow him
to wear his long robe and because
he is not getting meat and poultry
that has been slaughtered accord-
ing to Muslim dietary laws,” said
Ahmed Sattar, a Muslim activist
and close associate of the cleric.

Mr. Sattar said officials at the
Federal Correctional Institution at
Otisville, N.Y, where the cleric is
being held, had refused to allow Mr.
Abdel-Rahman to pray with three
other Muslims on their weekly holy
day.

Report outlines
pollution of lands

The nation’s public lands are lit-
tered with ammunition and other
environmental pollution that
will cost taxpayers billions of dol-
lars to clean up, according to a con-
gressional report.

The report released yesterday is
the first government attempt to as-
sess the contamination. J1 chroni-
cles mine sites that have tainted
surface and ground water, oil and
gas wells contaminated with oil and
drilling waste, pollution from irri-
gation runoff, and unexploded ord-
nance on 2 million acres of Interior
Department land used for military
training and weapons testing.

“As a result of inadequate laws
and decades of neglect, the Amer-
ican taxpayer will be saddled with
billions of dollars in cleanup cos(s,”
said Rep. George Miller, California
Democrat, chairman of the House
Natural Resources Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations.

Reno would order
attack on cult again

Nearly three months after a reli-
gious cult went up in flames after

DS an FBI tear-gas
attack, Attorney
General Janet
] Reno says

she would ap-
prove the same
FBI action to-
day.

“I've gone over
it in my mind
night after
night as I've

fallen asleep, trying to determine if

there was something different that

I would have done,” Miss Reno

said on the ABC News program

*20/20™ to be broadcast tonight.

“But based on the information
that has been developed to date, 1
don’t think that there is anything
different that I would do.” she said.

The S1-day standoff with the
Branch Davidian cult began with a
shootout Feb. 28 in which four fed-

.eral Treasury agents and six cult
members were killed.

On April 19, the FBI punched
holes in the walls of the cult’s com-
plex near Waco, Texas, and poured
in a chemical irritant. Shortly
afterward, the complex burned
down in a fire officials say was set
by cult members. At least 85 cult
members died that day.

Haitian with HIV slams
Guantanamo treatment

A Haitian woman infected with
the AIDS virus complained at an
Amnesty International news con-
ference yesterday of mistreatment
while she was detained at.the
Guantanamo Bay Naval Station in
Cuba.

Defense Department officials,
however, said refugees detained at
the U.S. base were treated “far bet-
ter” there than at home in Haiti.

A woman who identified herself
only as Yolande Jean told reporters
she had been given experimental
drugs for her AIDS infection that
made her arid other detainees sick.

She also said she had been kept
in cramped quarters and given
spoiled food.

“They were experimenting with
us with new treatments for HIV;"
she said, referring to the virus that
causes AIDS.

Navy to commission
new submarine

The Navy will commission its
newest nuclear ballistic missile
submarine tomorrow. The vessel is
named after the state of Nebraska,
the Pentagon said yesterday.

The Ohio-class sub will be the
14th of the 18 ballistic missile sub-
marines authorized by Congress.
The commissioning ceremony will
be held at the Naval Underwater
Warfare Center in New lLondon,
Conn.

Sen. Jim Exon, Nebraska Demo-’
crat, will speak at the event.

New Nevada law
bans brothels

CARSON CITY, Nev. — Nevada,
home of the infamous Mustang
Ranch and other less notable
houses of prostitution, may have
accidentally outlawed brothels.

The bill, signed into law last
month by Gov. Bob Miller, was in-
tended to make Nevada's loitering
laws constitutional. )

The bill says it is “untawful to of-

“fer or agree to engage in, engage in

or aid and abet any act of prostitu-
tion or . . . live in or about houses of
prostitution.”

Nevada law permits brothels.in
rural counties that decide to li-
cense them. They are banned in
Clark County, Washoe County, Car-
son City and a few rural areas.

Lorne Malkiewich, the legisla-
ture’s top legal adviser, said noth-
ing can be done to correct the
situation until lawmakers return
for their 199S session.

Testimony begins -
in racketeering trial

SAN ANTONIO — Prosecutors
set out to prove former Rep. Albert
Bustamante went from a poor man
chasing the American dream to
an elected official peddling his of-
fice for money.

“You're about to learn the story
about Albert Bustamante, who was
on the take,” prosecutor Jackie
Bennett told jurors as Mr. Busta-
mante's racketeering-and-bribery
trial began Wednesday.

Attorneys for Mr. Bustamante
and his wife, Rebecca, a lawyer on
trial on charges of aiding and abet-
ting, told jurors Mr. Bustamarnte

-did what any congressman would:

work for his constituents.

Chancellor ends

- NBC News career

BOSTON — John Chancellor
ends his 43 years at NBC News re-
flecting on the 10 years he spent as
resident pundit.

“It was an honor to be a guest in
your home.” Mr. Chancellor said

during his final remarks for the
network, which were taped
Wednesday for broadcast this eve-
ning.

“It's not the end of an era, just
the end of my era. I've sort of out-
lived the culture at NBC," said Mr.
Chancellor, 65.

Mr. Chancellor was a foreign
correspondent for NBC, covered
wars and 20 political conventions
and anchored 2,860 network broad-
casts before becoming a commen-
Lator.

Mr. Chancellor and his wife,-Bar-
bara, plan to live in Princeton, N.J.,
because of “good train service” and
“a great library.” He plans to write
books, including one about televi-
sion, politics and life in America.

Security guard shoots
gunman in office melee

LLAS VEGAS — A man armed
with a pistol and shotgun drove his
truck into a state workers' insur-
ance doffice and open fired yester-
day but was shot by a security
guard before anyone was injured.

The gunman ordered dozens of
people out of the building and fired
a shotgun blast into the ceiling as
terrified workers and claimants
scattered for the doors.

Witnesses said the man was con-
fronted by a state security guard,
who ordered him to drop his
weapon. When the man turned and
fired at the guard, the guard shot
at him, hitting him several times.

The gunman was rushed by am-
bulance to a nearby hospital. His
condition was not immediately
known.

From wire dispalches and staff reports
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White House May Clamp Down on Passes

By Al Kamen

Washinglon Posz Statf Writer

A “couple handfuls” of Clinton pals are the

proud possessors of one of the ultimate

power symbols in Washington: a permanent
White House pass that allows free access to much
of the compound without having an appointment or
requiring clearance at guard stations.

But that perk may fall victim to the
administration’s heightened attention to ethics
problems following the mess over the firing of the
travel office staff.

White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. “Mack”
McLarty said last week that an internal review of
the fiasco convinced him that too many people had
been granted too much access and a new policy
would tighten things up.

Aides say the new policy could go into effect by
the end of the month, puttmg the Clinton White
House’on track with previous administrations that
also wrestled with the issue and ultimately
determined that such passes be granted in only the
rarest of circumstances.

White House officials aren’t saying who has
passes now, but the most well-known is Harry
Thomason, the television producer and Friend of
Bill (FOB), whose efforts to oust the White House
travel office staff were well-documented in the
internal review.

Thomason “should have avoided continued
invoivement in a matter in which his business
partner and his friends stood to benefit and in
which was an appearance of conflict of interest,”
the report said.

It suggests Thomason had a “special assignment”
to advise the White House on the staging of
presidential events but wandered beyond that when
his attention turned to the travel office.

The problem with such no-limits access is that
the pass-holders are not vetted for conflicts of
interest in any way.

Pass-holder or not, some legal analysts think
Thomason and other FOBs who hold passes, get
White House office space, have—and act
on—specific assignments are legally Special -
Government Employees (SGE), a designation that
subjects them to ethics regulations and laws. These
individuals don’t have to be paid or even have a
specific job but only be “designated” to perform
“some duties” regularly or intermittently, in order
to fall under conflict-of-interest provisions.

An FOTC (that's Friend of This Column) writes
that Thomason is an SGE and, as such, violated
federal conflict-of-interest laws by working the
White House on a matter in which he had a financial
stake.

Asked if the White House examined this issue, a
senior official there said the lawyer in charge of
ethics, Beth Nolan, looked into it and conciuded
Thomason was not covered by the law.

But the official said that the “management
review” had been forwarded to the Justice
Department, which could determine on its own

whether any criminal statutes may have been
violated.

Wanted: Someone to Catch NAFTA Arrows

a With hundreds of government jobs still open, the
Clinten team is looking to fill a new one: point man
for NAFTA.

This individual would head the effort to get the
North American Free Trade Agreement through
Coct':gressu -—side agreements, environmental tangles
and ail.

The theory is that NAFTA, facing heavy
opposition from Dermocrats and strong criticism
from Ross Perot, needs special help.

Sources said the first choice for the task was
former Oklahoma representative Jim Jones, who
has already been tapped to be ambassador to
Mexico. Jones said no thanks to the addmonal
NAFTA duties.

A lot of names—Democatic and Repubhcan—have
since been injected into the debate, with Democratic
strategist John Sasso a leading contender. He may
face competition from former Arkansas
representative Beryi F. Anthony Jr.

On the Republican side, a few business and
industry and trade names are being bandied about,
including James Robinson, former head of
American Express, and Wayne Berman, a
Washington consultant and investment banker who
was the top aide to Commerce Secretary Robert A.
Mosbacher in the Bush administration.

Is it Club Membership or Partisanship?

®» Odd how the Senate Judiciary Committee
Republicans, led by Sen. Larry Pressier (R-8.D.);
have been outraged over the membership in an
all-white country club of Eleanor D. Acheson,
nominee for assistant attorney general for policy
development.

Others who have been members of the same club
have had little trouble getting confirmed. Take
Robert 8. Mueller IH, former assistant attorney
general in charge of the criminal division in the
Bush administration.

Nary a peep was heard during his September
1990 hearing from the now-indignant committee
Republicans over Mueller’'s membership in the
Brookline, Mass., country club.

Mueller, on his committee questionnaire,
acknowiedged his membership, dating to 1982,
saying that “until 1989 [when Acheson and others
“integrated” the club] the Country Club restricted
full membership privileges to males. It no longer
has such a restriction,” he wrote the committee,
citing new admission ruies against bias.

However, the club membership is still all white.

Foley Aide Denies Ambassadership Report

a8 Rumors have resurfaced that House Speaker
Thomas 8. Poley (D-Wash.) is on the
administration’s list to be the next ambassador to
Britain. A top Foley aide says, “It's not true” and
“it’s ridiculous.” A senior State Department official
also denied the reports.

- %
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! When the White House was getting ready td fire -

all seven employees of its. travel office; why was -

notice sent to Hillary Rodham Clinton and not her.-
Husband the President? And why, even after the -
;tnbhc had learged how-Cliniton triends engirieered. .
e travel office flushout, did 'the 'staff feed Presi-"
nt Clinton - the discredited ling that the firings .
ere snmply economy. measures?:
Thege ate-among many. guestions that remain
answe after the White House reléase.of what .
Istyles as’a management review” ‘of the travel -
fice ffasco  that unraveled in. May.  Thomas
NicLarty, the chief of staff, hoping to contain the
sfandal, calls his report ‘‘complete and thorough.’
+ But his accounting is replete with the ‘“‘mis-
takes were made"’ format of White House dodges of

the past. The mistakes, the.report insists, were

sjmply bad judgment and inexperience, nothing
venal. The report's confessions were delivered al-
most by stealth on July 2, presumably in hopes that
anyone inferested in its contents would be safely at
the beach. In any event, more than mistakes were
rpade: Misstatements were madé and- wrongs were
committed.

« The report commendably concludes that ‘the
ttavel office employees were cashiered without
“sensitivity and decency,” that assigning a Clinton
cousin to replace them “fed the appearance of
favoritism® in dishing out a White House perk, and
that it was “not a good practice” to give: Clinton
ftiend Harry Thomasaon roaming privileges in the
White House and not cut off his interventions for his-
business associates. But surely more than appear-:
ahces were involved here. Mr. Clinton’s friends and
rtlatives abused their White House access to gain

3 - . - . . X . .

A Stealthy, Evasive Confession

advantages for themselves or for their cronies.

.The White House also acquits itself of anything
much worse than bad appearances in the abuse of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The staff sum-
"moned an F.B.L official to bolster insinuations that
"the travel -office, instead .of being reshuffled for
friends, was under investigation for possible crimi-

- nality. That maneuver, along with suggestions that

- the Internal -Revénue. Service. mlght be. called in,
didn‘t Just look bad..It was bad. ..

" The Whité’'House" management study says the
Flrst Lady inquired about the travel office and was
sent a'copy of a memo about the impending firings.
No one seems to have asked the nature of her
interest. The study also says that Bernard Nuss-
baum, the White House counsel, and two members
of his legal staff attended that key meeting with the
F.B.L officiak No one asked why Mr. Nussbaum, the
in-house ethical watchdog, didn't intervene to stop
the obvious pressure on the bureau to make the
travel office look crooked as well as inefficient,

The management study concludes that it was

‘wrong to tell reporters that the F.B.1. was probing
‘for .criminality but doesn't repent the rest of the

White House tale: that the probe of the travel office
began as a routine part of Vice President Al Gore's

_efficlency survey. President Clinton's stafl kept

giving him that line to sell to the public long after
the public had rejected it.

Attorney General Janet Reno may not find
criminal abuse of office when she reads this man-
agement review. But the Senate Republican leader,
Bob Dole, however partisan his impulses, is on the|

right track to call for a Congressional look at this| -
- catalogue of mistakes and deception.

A~
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The travel office controversy isn’t over

he much-heralded report on the White House

internal investigation of the debacle over its

travel office was released a week ago Friday

— timed, conveniently enough, to coincide with
the mass exodus from Washington for the Fourth of
July holiday — and, as was to be expected, it amounts
to not much more than a bit of breast beating and a
gentle slap on the wrist for those involved.

The facts presented by the report provide a clear
account of the machinations that ended in the sum-
mary dismissal — and public humiliation — of the
seven long-time employees of the travel office. Take,
for example, Catherine Cornelius. The president's
cousin had coordinated commercial trave! during the
campaign, and she had her eye on the travel office from
the beginning. During the transition, according to the
report, she prepared two memos outlining her ideas
for organizing press travel for the Clinton administra-
tion. After the inauguration, and once hired as a gen-
eral White House assistant, she prepared yet a third
memo, this time offering a detailed restructuring of
the office that put her in charge. From January untl
April she pressed her case, and finally made it to the
office — though not as director — on April 12.

Meanwhile, Clinton buddy Harry Thomason was
hearing complaints from his pal (and partner in an
aviation consulting firm) Darnell Martens about not
being able to get the time of day, business-wise, from
the White House travel office. Mr. Martens also let Mr.
Thomason in on a rumor he'd heard about corruption
in the office. Mr. Thomason passed this on to the pres-
ident as well as to Assistant to the President for Man-
agement and Administration David Watkins — who
passed it on to Miss Cornelius, now happily ensconced
in the travel office, asking her to “keep her eyes and
ears open” to any evidence of corruption there.

This she did, and with a vengeance. She sneaked
around copying documents, and brought the copies
home with her. She also eavesdropped on office con-
versations that led her o believe, as the report put it,
“that the employees were living in a manner beyond
the means of government employees.”

At the same time, Harry Thomason was still con-
ducting his own campaign 1o make the office more
congenial to his friends in the travel business. And on
May 12th, David Watkins arranged for a meeting be-
tween Mr. Thomason and Miss Cornelius, who reached
an agreement that something was fishy in the travel
office. Later that day, the two presented this consensus
to Mr. Watkins, bringing along Mr. Thomason's partner
Damell Martens, who, according to the report, hap-
pened to be “in Washington at the time” and told his
story of being rebuffed by the travel office’s director.
The meeting then expanded to include Deputy White
House Counsel Vincent Foster and Associate White
House Counsel William Kennedy — though Mr. Mar-
tens seems to have dropped out at that point. The
counsels recommended an audit of the office; when
Mr. Watkins declared such an audit beyond White
House capability, the problemn was given over to Mr.
Kennedy.

He immediately called the FBI for “guidance” —
and was still awaiting it next morning, when Mr. Foster
pressed him for a solution to the problem. Mr. Kennedy
then informed his FBI contact that if he couldn’t come
up with some guidance in “the next fifteen minutes,”
Mr. Kennedy might have to tum eisewhere — perhaps
to the IRS — for help. No fewer than four FBI honchos
met with Mr. Kennedy that day, and he told all of them
that the case was of interest at “the highest levels at
the White House" This was assuredly the truth, if
Hillary Rodham Clinton is considered as being at the
highest level of the White House; she questioned both
Mr: Foster and Chief of Staff Thomas F McLarty about
the travel office problem that afternoon.

While Mr. Kennedy was still awaiting FBI guidance,
Mr Watkins had come up with his own plan: an audit
by a non-government firm, KPMG Peat Marwick. The
FBI, having been impressed by Mr. Kennedy with the
urgency of the case, argued that its agents should
accompany the Peat Marwick team; Mr Thomason,
Mr. Cornelius and Deputy Communications Director
Jeff Eller — with whom, the report reveals, Miss Cor-
nelius “had a personal relationship” — called for the
immediate dismissal of all travel office employees; but
Mr. McLarty decided to go with the “more cautious and
low-key approach” of doing the audit before instituting
an FBI investigation or firing anyone.

Three days later, on May 17, Peat Marwick submit-
ted a report detailing “abysmal management.” nonex-
istent accounting and billing procedures and
unaccounted-for cash in the travel office. On May 19th,
Mr. Watkins ordered all seven office employees to leave
by the end of the day. He also provided press secretary
Dee Dee Myers with talking points for the press that
described the dismissals as the result of a routine

review and noted that the White House had asked the
FBI to investigate financial irregularities. Counsels
Foster and Kennedy instructed Mr. Watkins to delete
mention of the FBI from the press guidance, but Miss
Mvyers had already left the building. Somehow, no one
was able to locate her during the next three hours, and
by noon she had already let the FBI cat out of the bag.

The press, having gotten wind of Miss Cornelius’
travel-office ambitions and Mr. Thomasbn’s partner-
ship with Darnell Martens, smelled a rat and “ques-
tioned the bona fides of the FBI investigation.” By May
21, Communications Director George Stephanopoulos,
chief White House Counsel Bernard Nussbaum. Mr.
Foster and Mr. Kennedy were meeting with FBI Public
and Congressional Relations director John Colling-
wood “to clarify the facts and indicate what could
properly be said about the investigation.” Mr. Colling-
wood assured the staffers that it would be accurate to
say the FBI had determined there was enough evi-
dence to warrant further investigation. He then went
back to his office and “updated” his own press guid-
ance accordingly. He faxed that guidance to the White
House press office, which, unaware that it was for their
information only, released it to the press.

On May 25th, the White-House announced that the
five travel office employees with no financial control
had had their status upgraded from “dismissed" to “on
paid administrative leave,” where they remain as of
this writing. The FBI investigation continues.

The report’s analysis of its own findings is every bit
as revealing as the findings themselves. The travel
office employees, the report concludes, for one thing,
ought to have had "an opportunity to hear the reasons
for their termination ... and ... to respond.” “A more
humane approach was in order” in their treatment.
The White House ought not to have been so “insensi-
tive” as to have tarnished their reputations, further-
more, by the “inappropriate” disclosure of the FBI
investigation.

As to the FBI's involvement in the case, William
Kennedy’s insinuations about high-level White House
interest “risk creating the perception that the FBI is
being improperly pressured.” Calling the FBI's PR di-
rector into a White House communications meeting,
moreover, and releasing his updated press guidance,
“was ... improper and insensitive to the appearance of
White House influence.”

And the role of Harry Thomason and Catherine
Cornelius? While “there is every reason o believe,” the
report asserts, “that these individuals saw their actions
as being in the best interests of the White House and
the President,” and while “it is entirely plausible that
Thomason was in no way motivated by the hope of
financial gain,” nevertheless, their involvement created
“the appearance that personal interests” played a role
in decisions about the travel office.”

The whole imbroglio, in the view of Chief of Staff
Mclarty and Office of Management and Budget Di-
rector Leon Panetta, who conducted the investigation
together, is nothing more than a matter of insensitivity
to appearances and perceptions.

The Landmark Legal Foundation, for one, is not
prepared to leave it at that. The Foundation, a non-
profit public interest law firm, called on Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno weeks ago to institute a nonpartisan
investigation conducted by an experienced prosecutor.
Said the Foundation's Mark Levin, “An internal White
House review by White House staffers, one of whom
{(Mr. McLarty] was directly involved in the decision-
making, does not constitute a proper investigation.
Statements were not taken under oath, and doc-
umentation was not properly secured. In short, we still
don't know if any laws were broken or regulations
breached. And we won't until a real investigation is
conducted.”

The FBI recently informed the. foundation that its
request for documnents in the case under the Fréedom
of Information Act will not be fulfilled for “a year or
more.” So the chance that an independent, non-offical
inquiry will be able to shed much additional light is
low. Only the power of subpoena is going t disgorge
the necessary documents and testimony. Republicans
on Capitol Hill have been making exactly that point.

In the meantime, though we may have no evidence
of criminal conduct, we can surely draw the obvious
conclusions about the ethics involved. The actions of
the White House counsel in this matter were as im-
proper and high-handed as can be imagined. The White
House Press Office acted with unforgivable irrespon-
sibility. The behavior of the President’s cousin, Cather-
ine Cornelius, and his best friend, Harry Thomason,
was as sleazy as sleazy can be. And the White House
report on the incident is itself nothing but further
evidence of an unwholesome preoccupation with ap-
pearances and an arrogant indifference to real malfea-

sance.
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The travel office controversy isn’t over

he much-heralded report on the White House

intermal investigation of the debacle over its

travel office was released a week ago Friday

— timed, conveniently enough, to coincide with
the mass exodus from Washington for the Fourth of
July holiday — and, as was to be expected, it amounts
to not much more than a bit of breast beating and a
gentle slap on the wrist for those involved.

The facts presented by the report provide a clear
account of the machinations that ended in the sum-
mary dismissal — and public humiliation — of the
seven long-time employees of the travel office. Take,
for example, Catherine Cornelius. The president’s
cousin had coordinated commercial travel during the
campaign, and she had her eye on the travel office from
the beginning. During the transition, according to the
report, she prepared two memos outlining her ideas
for organizing press travel for the Clinton administra-
tion. After the inauguration, and once hired as a gen-
eral White House assistant, she prepared yet a third
memo, this time offering a detailed restructuring of
the office that put her in charge. From January until
April she pressed her case, and finally made it to the
office — though not as director — on April 12.

Meanwhile, Clinton buddy Harry Thomason was
hearing complaints from his pal (and partner in an
aviation consulting firm) Darnell Martens about not
being able to get the time of day, business-wise, from
the White House travel office. Mr. Martens also let Mr.
Thomason in on a rumor he'd heard about corruption
in the office. Mr. Thomason passed this on to the pres-
ident as well as to Assistant to the President for Man-
agement and Administration David Watkins — who
passed it on to Miss Cornelius, now happily ensconced
in the travel office, asking her to “keep her eyes and
ears open” to any evidence of corruption there.

This she did, and with a vengeance. She sneaked
around copying documents, and brought the copies
home with her. She also eavesdropped on office con-
versations that led her to believe, as the report put it,
“that the employees were living in a manner beyond
the means of government employees.’

At the same time, Harry Thomason was still con-
ducting his own campaign to make the office more
congenial to his friends in the travel business. And on
May 12th, David Watkins arranged for a meeting be-
tween Mr. Thomason and Miss Cornelius, who reached
an agreement that something was fishy in the travel
office. Later that day, the two presented this consensus
to Mr. Watkins, bringing along Mr. Thomason’s partner
Damell Martens, who, according to the report, hap-
pened to be “in Washington at the time” and told his
story of being rebuffed by the travel office’s director.
The meeting then expanded to include Deputy White
House Counsel Vincent Foster and Associate White
House Counsel William Kennedy — though Mr. Mar-
tens seems to have dropped out at that point. The
counsels recommended an audit of the office; when
Mr. Watkins declared such an audit beyond White
House capability, the problem was given over to Mr.
Kennedy.

He immediately called the FBI for “guidance” —
and was still awaiting it next morning, when Mr. Foster
pressed him for a solution to the problem. Mr. Kennedy
then informed his FBI contact that if he couldn't come
up with some guidance in “the next fifteen minutes,”
Mr. Kennedy might have to turn elsewhere — perhaps
to the IRS — for help. No fewer than four FBI honchos
met with Mr. Kennedy that day, and he told all of them
that the case was of interest at “the highest levels at
the White House” This was assuredly the truth, if
Hillary Rodham Clinton is considered as being at the
highest level of the White House; she questioned both
Mr. Foster and Chief of Staff Thomas F. McLarty about
the travel office problem that afternoon.

While Mr. Kennedy was still awaiting FBI guidance,
Mr. Watkins had come up with his own plan: an audit
by a non-government firm, KPMG Peat Marwick. The
FBI, having been impressed by Mr. Kennedy with the
urgency of the case, argued that its agents should
accompany the Peat Marwick team; Mr. Thomason,
Mr. Cornelius and Deputy Communications Director
Jeff Eller — with whom, the report reveals, Miss Cor-
nelius “had a personal relationship” — called for the
immediate dismissal of all travel office employees; but
Mr. McLarty decided to go with the “more cautious and
low-key approach” of doing the audit before instituting
an FBI investigation or firing anyone.

Three days later, on May 17, Peat Marwick submit-
ted a report detailing “abysmal management,” nonex-
istent accounting and billing procedures and
unaccounted-for cash in the travel office. On May 19th,
Mr. Watkins ordered all seven office employees to leave
by the end of the day. He also provided press secretary
Dee Dee Myers with talking points for the press that
described the dismissals as the result of a routine
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review and noted that the White House had asked the
FBI to investigate financial irregularities. Counsels
Foster and Kennedy instructed Mr. Watkins to delete
mention of the FBI from the press guidance, but Miss
Myers had already left the building. Somehow, no one
was able to locate her during the next three hours, and
by noon she had already let the FBI cat out of the bag.
The press, having gotten wind of Miss Cornelius’
travel-office ambitions and Mr. Thomasbn’s partner-
ship with Darnell Martens, smelled a rat and “ques-
tioned the bona fides of the FBI investigation.” By May
21, Communications Director George Stephanopoulos,
chief White House Counsel Bernard Nussbaum, Mr.
Foster and Mr. Kennedy were meeting with FBI Public

.and Congressional Relations director John Colling-

wood “to clarify the facts and indicate what could
properly be said about the investigation.” Mr. Colling-
wood assured the staffers that it would be accurate to
say the FBI had determined there was enough evi-
dence to warrant further investigation. He then went
back to his office and “updated” his own press guid-
ance accordingly. He faxed that guidance to the White
House press office, which, unaware that it was for their
information only, released it to the press.

On May 25th, the White-House announced that the
five travel office employees with no financial control
had had their status upgraded from “dismissed " to “on
paid administrative leave,” where they remain as of
this writing. The FBI investigation continues.

The report’s analysis of its own findings is every bit
as revealing as the findings themselves. The travel
office employees, the report concludes, for one thing,
ought to have had “an opportunity to hear the reasons
for their termination ... and ... to respond.” “A more
humane approach was in order” in their treatment.
The White House ought not to have been so “insensi-
tive” as to have tarnished their reputations, further-
more, by the “inappropriate” disclosure of the FBI
investigation.

As to the FBI's involvement in the case, William
Kennedy’s insinuations about high-level White House
interest “risk creating the perception that the FBI is
being improperly pressured.” Calling the FBI's PR di-
rector into a White House communications meeting,
moreover, and releasing his updated press guidance,
“was . .. improper and insensitive to the appearance of
White House influence.”

And the role of Harry Thomason and Catherine
Cornelius? While “there is every reason to believe,” the
report asserts, “that these individuals saw their actions
as being in the best interests of the White House and
the President,” and while “it is entirely plausible that
Thomason was in no way motivated by the hope of
financial gain,’ nevertheless, their involvement created
“the appearance that personal interests” played a role
in decisions about the travel office.”

The whole imbroglio, in the view of Chief of Staff
McLarty and Office of Management and Budget Di-
rector Leon Panetta, who conducted the investigation
together, is nothing more than a matter of insensitivity
to appearances and perceptions.

The Landmark Legal Foundation, for one, is not
prepared to leave it at that. The Foundation, a non-
profit public interest law firm, called on Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno weeks ago to institute a nonpartisan
investigation conducted by an experienced prosecutor.
Said the Foundation’s Mark Levin, “An internal White
House review by White House staffers, one of whom
(Mr. Mclarty] was directly involved in the decision-
making, does not constitute a proper investigation.
Statements were not taken under oath, and doc-
umentation was not properly secured. In short, we still
don't know if any laws were broken or regulations
breached. And we won't until a real investigation is
conducted.”

The FBI recently informed the. foundation that its
request for documents in the case under the Freedom
of Information Act will not be fulfilled for “a year or
more.” So the chance that an independent, non-offical
inquiry will be able to shed much additional light is
low. Only the power of subpoens is going to disgorge
the necessary documents and testimony. Republicans
on Capitol Hill have been making exactly that point.

In the meantime, though we may have no evidence
of criminal conduct, we can surely draw the obvious
conclusions about the ethics involved. The actions of
the White House counsel in this matter were as im-
proper and high-handed as can be imagined. The White
House Press Office acted with unforgivable irrespon-
sibility. The behavior of the President’s cousin, Cather-
ine Cornelius, and his best friend, Harry Thomason,
was as sleazy as sleazy can be. And the White House
report on the incident is itself nothing but further
evidence of an unwholesome preoccupation with ap-
pearances and an arrogant indifference to real malfea-
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he White House tried to

swecp away the Travelgate

fiasco recently by issuing a

report that openly admitted
crror, named a few names, and
promised to sin no more. Adminis-
tration officials tried to minimize
coverage of the document by releas-
ing it on the eve of the Tokyo Summit,
when reporters were more con-
cerned about shopping in the Ginza
district than hanky-panky in the
travel office.

But despite this public-relations
wizardry, Travelgate will not die —
at least not yet. The affair has a kind
of scedy soap-opera quality about it:
White House officials, overeager to
scize control of the White House
Travel Office (which handles flight
arrangements for the press and for
White House personnel), fired the
seven-member office staff, con-
cocted allegations of mismanage-
ment, then pressured the FBI and
possibly the IRS into harassing vic-
tims of the putsch. In attempting to
clcan up the mess, the administra-
tion hired firms with personal or po-

Tony Snow is a columnist for the
Detrait News.

The Nixon
administration
collapsed over
something much
smaller than a
possible attempt to
compromise the FBI
and IRS.

litical ties to the president for such
key work as arranging travel, char-
tering flights and investigating the
travel office.

The White House cannot credibly
argue that the scandal represents
the indiscretion of a few young
staffers. The list of people involved
reads like a Who's Who of the admin-
istration. It includes Chief of Staff
Mack McLarty, White House Coun-
scl Bernard Nussbaum, Associate
Counsel William Kennedy 111, senior
adviser George Stephanopoulos,
Communications Director Mark
Gearan, personnel director David
Watkins, media affairs chicf Jeff El-

ler, Hollywood mogul Harry Thoma-
son, dozens of lesser stars in the
Clinton political universe and first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. Nor-
mally, one must throw a state dinner
to assemble a group with this much
political throw-weight.

Republican leaders in Congress,
dissatisfied with the administra-
tion's shabby inquiry into the affair,
have asked the president to answer a
series of detailed questions. They
also plan to seek a full congressional
investigation of Travelgate.

The key questions fall into several
categories:

Conflicts of interest: Harry
Thomason promoted the interests of
his airline charter company while
serving as a “special government
employee” of the White House. Air
Advantage, owned by another
Friend of Bill, Penny Sample, got
White House business while she
served as a volunteer in the travel
office. One or both of these Clinton
pals may have violated criminal
conflict-of-interest statutes by push-
ing deals that worked to their per-
sonal benefit.

Also, Darnell Martens, one of Mr.
Thomason'’s partners in the charter
company, somehow got into a posi-

of travelgate /

tion to ask Ms. Sample to volunteer
for travel-office duty.

Cronyism: Travelgate exposes a
spider web of personal and profes-
sional entanglements within the ad-
ministration. Three key players, Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton, Deputy
Attormey General Webster Hubbell
and William Kennedy 111, all worked
for the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock.
The firm has represented the Wor-
then Bank, which owns Worldwide
Travel, the agency assigned to han-
dle travel arrangments when the
Travel Office Seven got the sack.

Mack McLarty and David Wat-
kins both were longtime clients of
Worldwide Travel and friends with
the firm's owner, Betta Carney. Mr.
McLarty and Mrs. Carney also
worked together at the Worthen
Bank in the mid-1970s. Worldwide
Travel, the Worthen Bank and Betta
Carney all have contributed signifi-
cant sums to Bill Clinton’s war chest
over the years, in his days as gov-
ernor of Arkansas and later as pres-
idential candidate. .

On another track, theadministra-

tion's “outside” auditor for the travel

see SNOW, page F4
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office was not an outsider at all.
Larry Herman, an accountant for

the venerable firm of KPMG Peat
Marwick, alrcady was working with
the office uf the vice president when
. asked o hetp investigate the travel
office.

The first ladv: Al several junc-

tures in the affair, Chief of Staff

Mclarty sent carbon copics of
mcmos 1o Mrs. Clinton. The admin-
istration’s official review hints that
the first lady took an active, if dis-
tant, intcrest in the matter. This
raises the issue of what, if any, limits
the law places on Mrs. Clinton's ad-
ministrative activities.

Corruption: Perhaps the most
traubling questions involve William
Kennedy 11 Mr Kennedy clearly

pressured the FBI into mounting,
then announcing a probe of the
travel office. He claimed he would
contact the Intermal Revenue Ser-
vice if the FBI didn't act immedi-
ately. And he told FBI olTicials the
matter had aroused what the report
calls *high levels of White Housc in-
terest” or levels of interest high at
the White t{ouse.

Just to add to the intrigue, IRS
agents pounced on the owner of Ul-

trAir, the charter company that han-
dled flights in the pre-Clinton era,
soon after Travelgate became na-
tional news.

None of this necessarily adds up
to anything, but it's fishy enough to
merit a close look. After all, if a host
of administration officials will bend
the rules over something as trivial as
the travel office, what might they do
when something truly big is at
stake?

The Nixon administration col-
lapsed over something much
smaller than a possible attempt to
compromise the FBI and IRS by
turning them into agents of political
influence. The allegations in this
scandal dwarf those of Watergate.
Americans deserve a fair, probing
investigation, not just to answer the
question the administration’s report
failed to answer but also the ones it
dared not ask.
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Dole says ‘travelgate’
merits special counsel

Letter to Reno links Little Rock law firm to affair

By Paul Bedard

THE WASNINGTON TIMES

A

Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole
yesterday leveled new conflict-of-
interest charges against White
House officials involved in the
“travelgate” scandal and repeated
his call for a special counsel to inves-
tigate.

The Kansas Republican sent a
five-page letter to Attorney General
Janet Reno that strongly suggests
the Clinton White House is covering
up cronyism and ethics violations.

Mr. Dole said only an independent
investigation of the White House's
bungling of its May 19 attemnpt to
reorganize its travel office will clear
up.“this sorry episode of mistakes,

DOLE

From page Al

Sensenbrenner Jr, Wisconsin Re-
publican. “There has been stone-
walling by the White House.”

Democrats argued that Justice -

and the GAO are already backing up
the White House's own investigation
into the scandal, but Mr. Dole said
those probes are being done by
“staff lawyers from the home team.”

House and Senate Republicans
charged yesterday that White House
Chief of Staff Thomas F. “Mack”
MclLarty's probe into the scandal
was a whitewash.

“The White House's internal re-
view of its travelgate scandal only
gives more credence to those of us
who view the administration’s

_scrambling on this one as littlemore

than damage control,” Mr. Dole said
.of the report released July 2.

The White House probe found that
senior White House aides — includ-
.ing the president’s cousin, Catherine
‘Cornelius ‘— planned to oust the

seven men in charge of the White -

House travel office — which makes
travel arrangements for the media to
follow the president on trips — in
order to take it over and farm out
business to friends.

While the White House report un-
covered accounring problems in the
travel office, it rejected more seri-
ous criminal allegations used by
White House officials to oust the
seven, who manned the travel office
as far back as the Johnson admin-
istration.

The Washington Tumes
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misstatements and downright
wrongdoing.”

For the first time, Mr. Dole linked
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s former
employer — Little Rock’s Rose Law
Firm — to the scandal. He charged
that the firm represented Little
Rock’s Worthen Bank, which he said
was part-owner of the travel agency
hired to replace seven workers
ousted from the travel office.

But Gary Smith, Worthen senior
vice president, denied the bank had
any interest in World Wide Travel.
“That's absolutely not true,” he said.

Mr. Dole’s call for the appoint-
ment of a special counsel — separate
from ongoing Justice and General
Accounting Office (GAO) probes —
is the latest attempt by congres-

The four White House officials
named in the internal probe — Miss
Cornelius; David Watkins, assistant
to the president for management
and administration; Watkins aide
Clarissa Cerda; and Jeff Eller,
deputy communications director —
were reprimanded for their actions.

The former White House travel
aides — first fired and then put on
indefinite administrative leave —
have not been offered any new posi-
tions despite recommendations in
the MclLarty report.

Their mounting legal costs have
prompted a group .calling itself
“Friends of the White House Travel
Office” to issue a second urgent ap-

peal for contributions. “I wish I was
writing to say that the nightmnare for-
our friends in the White House
travel office is over. Unfortunately
that is not the case. ... Our friends
need our help now,”’ saxd organizer
Connie Gerrard.

Mr. Dole raised several new and
unanswered questions in his letter to
Miss Reno and in a speech on the
Senate floor yesterday.

- Mr. Dole said he wants the special

Justice counsel to probe alleged
White House pressuring of. the FBI
to investigate the travel office and
the actions of Harry Thomason — a
TV producer and Hollywood pal of
the Clintons’ — to win travel office
business for a commercial airline
charter business in which he has a
one-third ownership.

sional GOP leaders to dig deeper into
the scandal, which tamished the
reputations of the seven longtime
travel office aides.

The White House and Justice De-
partment had no comment.

Meanwhile, House Republicans
yesterday lost their attemnpt in the
Judiciary Committee to win ap-
proval for a resolution demanding
that the White House surrender doz-
ens of documents detailing the sack-
ing of the office. The 20-1Sparty-line
vote could be reconsidered in the
full House under special rules.

“The best way to put this sordid
affair behind us is to get all doc-
uments in public,” said Rep. F. James

see DOLE, page A8

He also wants the special counsel
to determine if White House staffers
violated a federal criminal re-
striction on rewarding political cro-
nies and supporters with govern-
ment jobs.

“I am more convinced than ever
of the need to conduct an indepen-
dent investigation into the entire
travel office affair,” Mr. Dole said.

The Washington Times reported

- last week that congressional Repub-

licans are building a case that Me
Thomason was a special White
House worker for the first month of
the Clinton administration and, thus,

may have violated federal ciminal

and ethics rules when he sought to
steer travel office business to his

firm, Thomason, Richland & Mare -

tens.
White House oﬁ'xcxals said Mre
Thomason was simply acting -as a

" friend when he gave political advice

to the president during Mr. Chnmh
first month in offxce :

But Repubhcans charge that

since Mr Thomason was given a

White House pass and was assigned -
- asecretary and office space, he was

essentially a “special government
employee.”

“Some might suggest that Thoma-
son's actions involved an actual con-
flict of interest, rather than the ap-
pearance of one, and that Thornasan
himself stood to benefit as well, not
just his business partner and his
friends in the charter business,” Me
Dole said in his letter to Miss Reno.
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Treasury probes
‘travelgate’ affair

By Paul Bedara

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Treasury Departgﬂt is in-
vestigating the “travelgate” scandal
to determine if the White House
pressured federal workers to help
verify rumors of wrongdoing in its
travel office. :

Rep. Frank R. Wolf, Virginia Re-
publican, said yesterday that Robert
Cesca, Treasury'’s deputy inspector
general, promised to look into it.

Mr. Wolf wants the Inspector Gen-
eral's Office to explore charges that
the Clinton administration pres-

FBI workers in an effort by senior
officials to take over the travel office
and fire its longtime staff.

“l just know something funny is
going on here,” Mr. Wolf said in an
interview with The Washington
Times.

The Northem Virginia lawmaker
demanded the probe in a letter sent
Wednesday to Mr. Cesca. Mr. Wolf
said the deputy inspector general
called to assure him that “he’li look
into it."

“I have a lot of confidence in the
inspector general,” Mr. Wolf said.

see TRAVEL, page A10

sured Internal Revenue Service and

From page Al \/

A Treasury Department spokes-
man said the department has a pol-
icy of neither confirming nor de-
nying the status of investigations.
The Treasury Inspector General’s
Office has oversight responsibility
for the Internal Revenue Service.

The travel office affair already is
being probed by the Justice Depart-
ment and the General Accounting
Office, and Senate Minority Leader
Bob Dole has called for an indepen-
dent investigation by a special coun-
sel.

A White House official said yes-
terday that the calis for an indepen-
dent investigation are politically mo-
tivated, and spokeswormnan Dee Dee
Myers said the scandal has been
looked into enough.

A White House review released
July 2 found that four White House
officials schemed 1o oust the travel
office’s seven staff workers to take it
over and farm out work to business
associates.

The workers were initially fired

" May 19 but later were put on admin-.
istrative leave when a furor erupted
over the handling of the matter. Four
White House officials received let-
ters of reprimand for their roles in
the episode. .

At issue i the Treasury probe is
a surprise IRS investigation of the
main White House travel office

. charter airline — Ultra Air of Ten-
nessee — and a White House coun-
sel’s threat to the FBI that if .the
agency did not heip investigate ru-
mors of wrongdoing in the travel of-
fice, he would call in the IRS.

Ultra was dubbed a Republican
airline by Clinton allies seeking to
take over the travel office, according
to a confidential memo revealed in
the White House report.

The memo, written by a business

partner of Clinton Hollywood pal
Harry Thomason, said a firm owned
in part by Mr. Thomason was being
refused travel office business possi-
bly because the travel office was be-
ing loyal to Ultra.

Congressional Republicans
charged that the only reason Ultra
was investigated by the IRS at the
height of efforts to replace travel of-
fice employees with Clinton political
appointees — including President
Slmmn's 25-year-old cousin, Cather-
ine Cornelius — was because it was
the Bush administration’s airline of
choice.

The White House review of the
scandal also reported that Associate
White House Counsel William Ken-
nedy contacted the FBI to seek guid-
ance on how to probe allegations of
wrangdoing in the travel office.

In a conversation with Jim
Bourke, chief of the FBI special in-
quiry unit, Mr. Kennedy threatened
to call in the IRS if the FBI would not
help in the effort to probe the travel
office, which sets up staff and media
travel arrangements.

“There is obviously a serious
threat posed to federal employees

" and career. civil-servants by such

actions being_contemplated by the
White House” Mr. Wolf said in his

- letter to Mr. Cesca. A copy was pro-

vided to The Times.

The .congressman’s statements
that the Treasury inspector general
is probing travelgate comes one day
after Mr. Dole, Kansas Republican,
demanded that Attorney General Ja-
net Reno appoint a special counsel o
investigate the affair.

Mr. Wolf said he has repeatedly
asked IRS Commissioner Peggy
Richardson to brief him on-IRS in-
volvement, but she has canceled sev-
eral meetings at the last minute.
While Mr. Wolf was discussing the
case with a reporter yesterday the
commissioner nixed a meetng that
was to have taken place today.
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Report on Travel Office Incident Didn’t Pull Any Punches

To the Editor:

Your description of the manage-
ment review we Issued July 2 on the
White House Travel Office as A
Stealthy, Evasive Confession’’ (edito-
riat, July 11) misses the mark. The
report gives a thorough account of
what happened in the Travel Office
incident. We haven't pulled punches.
We have catalogued our mistakes,
reprimanding those most . responsi-
ble. We have established procedures
to insure that such mistakes don't
happen again. And apologized to
those unfairly treated. That's hardly
business as usual in Washington.

News articles and editorials echo
our belief in the report’s honesty (see
the July 8 Atlanta Constitution and
July 7 Detroit Free Press). Your
news coverage termed the report
"strikingly seif-critical’’ and cailed
its release *‘an extraordinary session

of reprimand, self-criticism and con- .

fession,” in which the two of us '‘were
blunt in admitting mistakes.'
It seems your complaint is that we

The Times weicomes letters from
readers. Letters must include the
writer’'s name, address and telephone
number. We regret that we cannot
acknowledge or return unpublished
letters. Those selected for publication
may be shortened for space reasons.

‘*acquit ourselves of anything much
worse than bad appearances.’’ Not so.
The report concludes that. even

though all White House employees -

serve at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent, the abrupt manner of the dis-
missals was unnecessary and insensi-
tive; that the disclosure of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation inquiry
was a mistake; that invoiving the
F.B.L.'s head of public and Congres-
sional relations in a White House
communication meeting was improp-
er; that any reference to using the
Internal Revenue Service to investi-
gate the problems in the Travel Of-
fice was wrong, and that White House

The New York Times
Company
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ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER. Chairman
and Chief Executwe Officer
LANCE R. PRIMIS, President
LAURA J. CORWIN, Secretary
KATHARINE P DARROW, Senior Vice President
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management was lax and insensitive
to appearance of conflict of interest.
Our review closed with a repri-
mand of an assistant to the President.
an associate White House counsel and
the deputy communications director.
It further states that the chief of staff.
along with the White House counsel's
office, could have contained the mo-
mentum of the incident, but did not.
Where we do focus on appearances,
you miss our point. Although we
found no evidence that the White
House prompted the F.B.1.’s head of
public and Congressionai relations to
say anything inaccurate or inappro-
priate, we condemned the meeting
because the White House must uphold
the appearance as well as the reality
of F.B.l. independence. The report
also declares involvement of people
with personal interests in the Travel
Office 'improper because Govern-
ment decisions should be insulated
from even the appearance that per-
sonal interests have played a role.”
While the Travel Office incident
never should have happened the way
it did, we have at least faced up to our
mistakes, learned some important
lessons and moved to implement
changes. THOMAS F. MCLARTY
LEON PANETTA
Washington, July 12, 1993
The writers are, respectively, White
House chief of staff and director, Of-
fice of Management and BudgeL..
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and whether an independent counsel should be named.

Appoint special counsel

An independent

m counsel could pro-

vide a non-partisan view of the
travel office firings.
Fair and impartial justice.

That's what the Clinton administra-

tion needs in the wake of charges of cro-
nyism and abuse of power about its han-
dling of the White House travel office. .

And that’s why the president should

not just heed Senate Minority Leader:

Bob Dole’s call last week for.a special
Justice Department prosecutor. He
shouid seize the chance to urge re-enact-
ment of a law that could provide a total-
ly independent investigation — the in-
dependent counsel law, which lapsed in
December. Clinton has endorsed the
law, while many of the Republicans now
eager for an investigation opposed it.

The White House firing in May of
seven career employees responsible for
chartering planes and reserving hotel
rooms for the media was at first hailed
as cleaning up mismanagement.

After its own review, the White House

admitted a lot of bungling. It reprimand-
ed five aides and promised five of the
travel office workers other jobs.

While the episode will never rate with
Watergate, questions remain:

» Were there really improprieties in
the office, as the administration alleged?

» Did the White House act properly
in pushing an FBI investigation?

» Why was a distant Clinton cousin
who helped get the travel workers fired
appointed to head the travel office? And

what role did'a Hollywood friend of

Clinton with an interest in a travel busi-
ness play in the dismissals?
An independent counsel could pro-

vide a less partisan portrait of what hap- |

pened and do so very quickly.

Such counsels during the Carter, Rea-
gan and Bush years prosecuted wrong-
doers, but they also saved reputations.

Such full and impartial investigations -

can do the same today. With a truly in-
dependent counsel for ‘“travelgate,”
Clinton could ensure government work-
ers, White House aides and the public
that justice is being done.

g

Thie way the White. House taff han-

| dled reorganization of the travel office

was nothing to write home about. But
| the whole affair is a
molehill, ‘not the
mountain that Bob
Dole and his fellow
Republicans have
been trying to make
of it His latest ploy is
to demand that the
attorney general ap-
point a “special coun-
sel” to conduct an
“independent invest-
gation.” He dismisses
the McLarty-Panetta
report, which the press has described as
“surprisingly candid,” “strikingly self-
cnitical” and “gratifyingly forthright.”
He also belittles the president’s decision
( to ask Attorney General Janet Reno to
review the report, as she is now doing.
Apparently, Dole does not trust Reno
and the Justice Department profession-
als to conduct an impartial review. He
should know better. He should know

By Lioyd N. Cut-
ler, a Washington
lawyer who
sefrved as coun-
sel to President
Jimmy Carter.

No special counsel needed
forvosc viw Emiet

of the Whits House travol office
_mololllll. , :

most Americans are enormously im- -
pressed by Reno’s candor and. integrity,
commitment to enforcing the law and
imperviousness to political pressure.
Moreover, the travel office: fiasco

comes nowhere near the penumbra. of
potential criminal behavior'that might
justify an independent special counsel.

- Harry Thomason may. have broken
the first rule of how to be a president’s
friend — never to create the appearance

of serving one’s own interests, or of

throwing one’s weight around with the

‘White House staff But these are not

criminal activities, and the explicit criti-
cism in the McLarty-Panetta report
seems sufficient punishment for his
transgressions. The same applies to the
personai ambition and excessive zeai
displayed by some White House staffers.

The travel office affair is no Watergate
or Iran-contra. It should lead to healthy
changes in the way a new White House
staff behaves and in the accounting and
contracting procedures of the travel of-
fice. These are worthy subjects for re-
view by the attorney general and the
General Accounting Office, whose re-
port is due in September. But they do
not come close to the kind of suspected
criminal activity that would justify ap-
pointment of an independent counsel.

- nd



An independent Travelgate investigation'

emember Passportgate? How soon scandals

are forgotten, even ones involving allegations

of political dirty tricks, such as the accu-

sation that Bush administration officials

went through candidate Bill Clinton's passport file

looking for dirt. But even though that contraversy has

slipped from the front pages of The Washington Post,

there are still busy prosecutors going through the evi-

dence, as an independent counsel labors on in search

of indictments. Lawrence Walsh, too, is still at it on
Iran-Contra.

The age of the independent counsels is over for now,
thank goodness, as the independent counsel statute
lapsed in December. (Congress will probably revive it
in some form, alas.) Yet the need for independent inves-
ngations has not lapsed. Indeed, given the cronyism
that sometimes comes on display, the Clinton White
House ought to be eager to establish public confidence
1n its ability to police itself. One way to do so would be
for the president to ask for the appointment of an
independent counsel to investigate Travelgate, the du-
bious firing of the entire White House travel office
staff.

That is not going to happen, it seems. The Landmark
Legal Foundation had asked Attorney General Janet
Reno to start an’ independent investigation by ap-
pointing some retired prosecutor or judge to look into
the affair Though the independent counsel statute has
lapsed, attorneys general have always had it in their
power to name credible independent prosecutors. The

Justice Department, however, now says it will do no
such thing, that the investigation under way by the
department will be sufficient. “The appointment of an
independent counsel! is reserved for extraordinary cir-
cumstances,’ wrote Acting Assistant Attorney General
John Keeney to the Landmark Legal Foundation,
“where there is a compelling reason to believe that an
investigation or prosecution by the Department of Jus-
tice would be compromised by an actual or perceived
conflict of interest.”

Mr. Keeney has got to be kidding if he does not think
there is already a strong perception of conflicts of
interest in the Justice Department’s handling of the
case. The FBI — an arm of the Justice Department —
was enmeshed in the fiasco, manipulated, it appears,
into both investigations and public relations to cover
backsides in the White House, all at a time when the
bureau’s director was desperately trying to convince
the administration that he should remain in office. The
perception, at the very least, is there. The politicization
of the FBI is reason enough to call for a nonpolitical
investigation.

Add to that the questions that have been raised
about the involvement of the Internal Revenue Service.
And the initial disposition of the travel office business.
By Mr: Keeney's own standards, then — “a compelling
reason to believe that an investigation or prosecution
by the Department of Justice would be compromised
by an actual or perceived conflict of interest” — this
is a case that requires independent inquiry.

_Elliott Abrams and the D.C. Bar

he Christmastime pardon of four Iran-Contra
figures sure made a lot of people mad. Now,
the D.C. Bar Association has decided to visit
its own politically motivated punishment on
former Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American
Affairs Elliott Abrams. _

Mr. Abrams, it will be recalled, pleaded guilty to two
counts of witholding information from Congress in
1991, after having been pursued by the office of the
independent counsel for several months. The true pur-
pose of the counsel’s renewed interest in his person,
six years after the fact, as Mr. Abrams soon found, was
to blackmail him into implicating other members of
the Reagan administration in the scandal, preferably
then-Vice President Bush.

Mr. Walsh, it will also be recalled, operated on the
principle that an insidious conspiracy existed among
Reagan officials to cover up their knowledge of wrong-
doing, even if they themselves had not broken any laws.
Hence Mr. Walsh's prosecution against former Sec-
retary of Defense Caspar Weinburger, who had ac-
tually been one of the strongest opponents of the arms-
for-hostages deal in the first place, but who was said
somehow to have “concealed” the notes he had donated
to the Library of Congress years before.

It was the ardent hope of Mr. Walsh and his ambi-

Letters

tious chief assistant, Craig Gillen, that they could nail
Mr. Bush, president of the United States and the big-
gest trophy of all, for knowing more than he had ad-
mitted. And it was Mr. Abrams’ misfortune that they
believed he could be pressured to provide information
that would further that end. When Mr. Ab refused
— for he had nothing to reveal — the independent
counsel’s office exacted a plea of two counts of with-
holding information from Congress from him, a mis-
demeanor so vague that almost anyone who has ever
appeared before a congressional panel could be held
guilty Mr. Abrams, exhausted and increasingly impov-
erished by lawyers’ fees, reluctantly agreed.

Before Mr. Bush’s pardon wiped his record clean,
the decision by the D.C. Bar’s Board of Professional
Responsibility in December was to censure Mr. Ab-
rams. This would have allowed him to keep his license.
After the pardon, however, in January, this punishment
was upgraded to a 30-day suspension. At the meeting
of the board last week, that suspension was upped to a
whole year. This is petty and vindictive. Nothing has
changed since December, except that the D.C. Bar has
decided to play politics and register its disapproval of
Mr. Abrams’ pardon. We hope the D.C. Court of Ap-
peals, to which Mr. Abrams has taken his case, will see
it his way. '

 Hiring the disabled isn’t as costly as you say

Regarding your July 20 edito-
rial “The Disability Act's down
side”: While it is still too early to
measure the law's success in cre-
ating employment opportunities
for people with disabilities, there
is solid empirical evidence that
the costs of accommodating dis-
abled workers are far less fright-
ening and far more reasonable
than suggested in your unsubstan-
tiated reference to the *“mon-
strous expense.”

The President’s Committee on
Employment of People with Dis-
abilities’ Job Accommodation
Network — which deals with real
workplace situations, as opposed
to your hypothetical speculations
— reports that 50 percent of work-
place modifications cost less than
$50 and fully 31 percent can actu-
ally be made a no cost. Only 12
percent cost more than $1,000.

As to your question about down
what road the Americans with

Disabilities Act's good intentions
will take us: It is the road to
equality and fair treatment for 43
million Americans with disabil-
ities who want only to be able to
compete for jobs based on their
qualifications.

RICHARD DOUGLAS

Executive Director

President’s Committee on Employment
of People with Disabilities )

U.S. Department of Labor

Washington
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Justice drops probe
of S fired travel aides

I3y £aul Bedard A’\
THE WASHINGITON TIMES

th lusluc Department has
dropped its probe into allepged
wrangdoing by five Tired While
. House travel office workers, forcing
the adiministration to put them back
1o work, possibly in the travel office.

The Justice Department's Office
of Public Integrity told the five by
letter they ave no longer the “target

-subject of the Justice Depart -
ment’s inguiry into the activities of
the White House travel office.” therr

attorneys said.

‘The White House counsel’s office
siid it views the Justice Depart-
ment’s decision as the end of any
criminal probe of the five and trig-
gers a White House promise to find
them permanent jobs.

Mk s been an unhappy event for all
of us,” said Gerald A. Connell, who
represents John Dreylinger, one of
the live fired amid charges of cor-
ruption and mismanagement.

“The original accusation had no

see TRAVEL, page A8
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foundation, and the White House
oupht to acknowledge they hadno
foundation” to fire the workersy Mr.
Connell said. “They ought to" ac-
knowledge that on their own that
\hLy made a mistake.”

“That's been done,” Whlte House
spokesman Arthur Jones said, refer-
ring to an apology July 2 by White
House Chief of Staff Thomas F
“Mack” McLarty.

Mr. Dreylinger, John McSweeney,
Barncy Brasseaux, Robert Van
Eimeren and Robert Maughan were
fired May 19.

Also fired that day were office
manager Billy Dale and his deputy,
Gary Wright. Mr. Dale and Mr
Wright are still being investigated,
federal law enforcement officials
said.

The five travel office aides
cleared yesterday had been on ad-
ministrative leave at full pay pend-
ing the outcome of the investigation.

The White Housc initially said it
lired all seven travel office workers
after a private accounfing audit
turned up financial improprieties in

—

the office, which handles travel ar-
rangements for journalists covering
presidential trips.

The charges were made after
Clinton aides, including a cousin,
Catherine Cornelius, recommended
that the travel office be reduced.
Miss Cornelius suggested that she
run the office and farm out work to
her travel company, which worked
for the Clinton campaign.

A White House investigation of
the firings found they were “unnec-
essary and insensitive.” The action
lacked “sufficient cause,” and Miss
Cormelius “had a personal stake in
the outcome.”

Miss Cornelius was to be removed
from the office as punishment. A
White House official said she is still
assigned to the travel office but
hasn't been there since July 13 be-
cause of an illness.

“She’s going to get a new job,” Mr.
Jones said.

The spokesman said White House

lawyer Clifford Sloan is working
with attorneys for the five fired
workers to get them new jobs.

Mr. Sloan views the Justice De-
partment’s letters to the five as
clearing them of wrongdoing, Mr.
Jones said.

“There is no obstacle to their em-
ployment,” Mr. Jones told The Wash-
ington Times yesterday. “At a mini-
mum they will be in temporary
employment, if not full-time em-
ployment, soon.”

Mr. Jones said the five will receive
the same pay as they got at the travel
office. ’

“The White House is currently

A White House
investigation of the
firings found they
were “‘unnecessary
and insensitive.”

consulting with the five travel office
employees with various government
agencies to find the appropriate
placement for employment,” White
House spokeswoman Dee Dee My-
ers said.

Mr. Jones said the five may return
to the travel office. “That'’s still sub-
ject to further conversations. ...
There’s no impediment to employ-
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ment. ... 1 don't want to rule it in or
out.”

Some of the five believe that only
employment in the travel office will
vindicate them and repair their
reputations.

The White House has asked the
General Services Administration to
study the travel office and recom-
mend changes to replace Miss Cor-
nelius’ call for a one- or two-person
office.

GSA officials are considering the
creation of a larger travel office,
possibly as big as the pre-firing,
seven-person staff.

Since the travel office was reorga-
nized, the administration has used
travel aides from other departments
to help make arrangements for press
and staff travel on presidential trips,
White House officials said.

During a recent Clinton trip to
Philadelphia, top aides to Labor Sec-
retary Robert Reich were ordered to
work 18-hour shifts in the White
House travel office to make arrange-
ments, while other aides helped with
plans for a subsequent presidential
trip to Asia.

“This is screwed up,” said a Cabi-
net aide recruited to help in the
travel office.
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(nore details)
* White House set to rehire travel office employees

“By THOMAS FERRARO=

WASHINGTON (UPI) The White House said Thursday that five travel office
employees abruptly fired last spring are no longer the target of
a Justice Department investigation and will be offered new jobs in the
government.

But press secretary Dee Dee Myers said the administration has no
intentions of returning them to the travel office or reimbursing them for
tens of thousands of dollars in legal expenses.

Myers noted that friends of the five have established an '’ independent
fund to help them'' pay lawyers' fees.

The five hired attorneys last May after they, along with two fellow
workers, were dismissed when an audit uncovered alleged financial
irreqularities in the travel office.

A few days later, the administration withdrew the dismissals of the five
who had no control over finances and put them on paid administrative leave
instead.

The two that did control the money have not been recalled and apparently
remain the subject of the Justice Department investigation. Both deny any
wrongdoing.

An internal White House review concluded last month that administration
officials erred in publicly disclosing a federal investigation in announcing
the dismissals.

It said the action unfairly smeared the reputations of all seven.

Chief of staff Thomas McLarty apologized and said that the five who had no
control over office finances would be given new jobs in the government once
the investigation was completed.

Myers ‘'said that the White House was informed in recent days that the five
are no longer a subject of the probe, but refused comment on the status of
the investigation of the other two.

The press secretary said the administration was looking for jobs for the
five in other federal agencies.

"our commitment is to find them comparable employment,'' she said.

"Considering the circumstances,'' however, the White House does not
intend to return them to the travel office, Myers said. She did not
elaborate.



By Bill Nichols
USA TODAY

FAYETTEVILLE. Ark. —
President Clinton’'s on-again.
off-again vacation finally be-
gan in earnest near here Tues-
day. with the president who
hates to relax finally giving in
and slowing down.

After a weekend in Vail
Colo.. interspersed with a fair
bit of work. Clinton. Hillary
Rodham Clinton and daughter
Chelsea hunkered down at the
home of longtime friends Jim
and Diane Blair on Beaver

Lake in nearby Springdale.
The president read, talked
some friends on the phone, and
was generally “just taking it
easy, not doing much at all,”
said White House spokesman
Jefl Eller. Chelsea and her

mother went water-skiing.

The Clintons’ stay at the 22-
acre Blair homestead — with a
big porch on the lake, tennis
court and indoor pool — marks
one of the few happy visits the
family has made back o Ar-
kansas since they moved 10
Washington.

Hillary Clinton spent several

weeks in Lite Rock eartier in

the year before the death of,

her father. And the family last
month made another mournful
trip home after the suicide of
close friend and deputy coun-
sel Vincent Foster. -

Asked by onlookers what he
planned to do while in the area,
Clinton said: “Rest Talk to peo-
ple. Have a good time.”

This trip is to begin a wind-
ing-down process the first fam-
ily hopes to conunue in Mar-
tha's Vineyard, where they are
to armive sometime Thursday
afternoon and supposedly stay

for 10 days — though almost no
one, including White House
stafl, thinks Clinton can stay
away from work that long.
Clinion is scheduled to re-
turn to Washington later today,
before heading (o the exclusive
Massachusetts resort, where
he’ll stay at a secluded home
owned by former Defense sec-
retary Robert McNamara.
Here in northwest Arkansas,
in the shadow of the Ozark
Mountains, Clinton is clearly in
his element Local officials are
calling this visit “Northwest Ar-

.kansas Clinton Summer Vaca-

House press corps &t a cool
on the edge of the University
Arkansas.

Near the Blair home, nei
bor Quinton Farmer, 6
brought reporters a paper
full of fresh peaches to b
while away the hours.

Asked how much troubie

all looking forward to it."

» Health reform hurdle, 1A
» Vineyard prepares, 20,

Foster suicide
lands counsel

in controversy

By John Hanchette

In the aftermath of a top White
House lawyer’s suicide, a swirl of con-
troversy has erupted around Bernard
Nussbaum, the president's lawyer.

Nussbaum, 56, chief White House
counsel, is a short, balding gnomish
man who speaks in machinegun
bursts, with a brilliant grasp of almost
all subjects.

The New York Times, among other
media, has zeroed in on Nussbaum
since the shocking July 20 death of
deputy counsel Vincent Foster — boy-

hood chum of

‘The president’s other lawyer

I come to work every day.

sion — found
shot near a Civil

overijooking
Washington.
Authorities
have judged it a
suicide. but in-
triguing ques-
tions remain.
The Times and others have focused
on Nussbaum's failure to secure Fos-
ter’s office for several hours, his recal
citrance in letting FBI agents examine
Foster’s papers, and a day-plus delay
in turning over (o investigators a note

FOSTER: Suicide,
authorities say

found without fingerprints and torn to *
28 pieces in Foster’s briefcase, the sec-

ond time it was searched. The Times,
implying Nussbaum is covering up
something, wants him fired.

So who is Bernie Nussbaum? And
why are so many pounding him?

First, he doesn't need the job. He is
a millionaire, making almost $1.8 mil-
lion in 1992 alone. He has a house in
the New York suburb of Scarsdale, a
Park Avenue apartment, a condo in
Puerto Rico, a skybox in Giants Stadj-
um. A confidant of New York Gov.
Mario Cuomo, Nussbaum waes billing
legal clients at $500 an hour before he
came to the White House.

A poor kid from Manhattan's Lower
East Side, Nussbaum graduated from
Columbia and Harvard Law to be
come a top-notch prosecutor. In 1874,
he was special counse] to the House
Judiciary Committee considering im-
peaching President Nixon for Water-

Bill Clinton, pil-
lar of the Arkan-
sas legal profes-

War cannon in a
Virginia park

"LAWYER'S JUDGMENT: "The {

The New York Tmes,’ but the
gate. There is great frony here. -|

It was Bernard Nussbaum whb for -
days during that case sat next to an-

other White House counsel, John
Dean, coaxing from bim an explana-
tion of Nixon's seiftaped and self-in-
criminating ramblings in the Oval Of-
fice. Now Nussbaum lives in an
apartment at the Watergate complex

One Nussbaum ajde was a bright
young lawyer named Hillary Rod-
ham He used to laugh when she told
him her boyfriend was going to be
president some day.

In the '80s, Nussbaum was an ex-
pert in the lucrative field of corporate
takeover defending compe-
nies agairst hostile buyouts — ,and,
more importantly, as a lawyer’s. law-
yer, some of the big law firms in-
voived in those maneuvers.

Nussbaum won fame among take-
over lawyers by saving the huge Man-

jailed after his California thrift failed
in 1989 at a cost of $2 billion-plus to

... I will continye to serve
aslmgaftheprsidem
believes I am performing
well for him.

— Bernard Nasshaom

with the government when it has these

kinds powers,” Nussbaum told
American magazine.
“The only ] 1 had in reduc-

ing a $275 million claim to a $41 mil-
lion settiement, $25 million of which i
ocovered by insurance — my oaly
strength was my weakness. My only
strength was the fact that this firm
was going to die.”

Some critics say it is hypocritical
for Clinton to portray the S&1 scandal
as evidence of ‘80s Republican greed,
since his lawyer was a key player in
absolving firms charged with costing
taxpayers billions.

“Clinton can't have it both ways.”
said Judith Best of the State University
of New York at Cortland. “He can't
keep attacking the legal buyout artists
of the '80s and still have their lawyer
on his payroll.”

Nussbaum is proud of his work for
Kaye, Scholer — and for Qlinton.

“l come to work every day,” Nuss
baum said. “The judgment I look to is
not the judgment of . . . The New York
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MARK LEVIN V4
Squeaking hinges in the
Wake Of rﬁ'avelgate Mark R. Levin is director of legal

affairs and the Center for Civil Rights
for the Landmark Legal Foundation.

nthe afternoon of Thursday,
Mayv 13, “tihe first lady
told [ Deputy White House
Counsel Vincent} Foster

; thatshe heard about problems in the
Travel Office. Mr. Foster repled that
[Associate White House Counsel
William| Kennedy was looking into
i

“Late that afternoon, [Hillary
Clinton] saw {White House Chief of
Staff Mack] McLarty and inquired
about the situation in the Travel Of-
fice™

“Foster subsequently [that same
afternoon] informed (Hillary Clin-
ton] that Peat Marwick was going to
conduct a review of the Office.”

“Beginning Friday [May 14] and
over the weekend, [David] Watkins
lassistant to the president for man-
agement and administration] re-
ceived telephone updates on the
progress of the Peat Marwick re-
view. He then talked to Mr. Foster
about the review. Mr Foster, in light
of the first lady’s inquiry the pre-
vious day, suggested Watkins update
her. Watkins then called the first
lady and updated her about the sit-
uation in the Trave! Office.”

“On Monday. May 17, with Peat
Marwick's field work and a rough

draft report completed, Watkins de-
cided to dismiss the seven [Travel
Office} emplovees. McLarty ap-
proved. Watkins wrote a memo to
McLarty. in which he stated that a
review of the Travel Office ... was
accelerated in response to the ur-
gings of Harry Thomason and Cath-
erine Cornelius. Watkins cc’d Mrs.
Clinton.”

This chronology is provided by
the McLarty-Punetta “White House
Travel Office Management Review™
released on July 2. It reveals that no
less than three times on May 13 Hil-
lary Clinton raised the issue with
Messrs. Foster and Mcclarty sep-
arately. It further shows that on the
next day, May 14, Mr. Foster told Mr.
Watkins to update Mrs. Clinton on
the Peat Marwick review, still under
way, which he did.

Moreover, we learn that after the
weekend, on May 17, the first lady is
copied on a memorandum to Mr.
McLarty from Mr. Watkins, titled
"“White House Travel Office,” in
which Mr. Watkins summarized the
Travel Office review and findings, as
well as actions that would be under-
taken — including the next day's fir-
ing of the seven Travel Office em-
ployees, the assignment of Clinton
relative Catherine Cornelius to the
Travel Office (where she would man-
age the “procurement of charters”),
and the interim use of Worldwide
Travel (the Clinton campaign’s travel
service).

Even by these accounts, it is abun-
dantly clear that Hillary Clinton's in-
terest in the Travel Office was both
intense and peculiar Why, in the
midst of so many significant and
time-consuming duties, including
the development of a national health
care program, would Mrs. Clinton be
gathering information about the op-
erations of a relatively small office
within the White House?

More to the point, there are egre-
_ gious gaps in the White House's ac-

count of events. The report leaves
the impression that the first lady’s
involvement in this affair began on
May 13 (with her inquiries to both
Messrs. Foster and Mclarty) and
ended on May 17 (when she received
the Watkins memorandum). But that
doesn’t add up.

Mrs. Clinton said on May 13 that
“she heard about problems in the
Travel Office.” There's no mention in
the White House report indicating
how she knew, on May 13, of these
alleged problems. Obviously, the
first lady had communications with
one or more people prior to this time.
With whom did Mrs. Clinton first
discuss the Travel Office opertions?
Was it Harry Thomason, her close
friend who owned a third of the air
charter company that was seeking
business from the Travel Office?
And what was discussed?

Also, on May 13, Mr. Kennedy
pressures a senior FBI official to be-
gin a criminal investigation of the
Travel Office by telling the agent,
according to the White Hosue re-
port, that he wanted action “within
the next 15 minutes and that, if the
FBI was unable to provide guidance,
Mr. Kennedy might have to seek
guidance from another agency, such
as the IRS.” [Of course, the IRS did,
in fact, begin an audit of UltrAir, the
air travel company Mr. Thomason
and others had been seeking to dis-
place, within days of this meeting.]

A second senior FBI official who
soon thereafter met with Mr. Ken-
nedy (although the report does not
provide a date for this meeting) re-
called Mr. Kennedy telling him “the
matter | the Travel Office operations|
was being directed or followed at the
highest levels of the White House.”

Mr. Kennedy, a former Rose law
firm partner of Mrs. Clinton’s (also
the same law firm that Associate At-
torney General Webb Hubbell and
former Deputy White House Coun-
sel Vincent Foster belonged to), was
obviously very concerned that a
criminal probe be undertaken im-
mediately. At no time does the White
House report reveal who “at the
highest levels” was insisting on such
an investigation. Indeed, there’s no
indication that this was even ex-
plored by Messrs. McLarty or
Panetta. We don't know if the pres-
ident or first lady were interviewed
when the evidence for this report
was being compiled (it appears they
were not). We don’t know whether
either of them knew about the pres-
sure being placed on the FBI, or if
they, in fact, authorized Mr. Foster
(Mr. Kennedy' boss) or Mr. Kennedy
to pursue such a course.

We do know that the Clintons’
good friend, Harry Thomason, told
“the president in late March that he
thought there was trouble” in the
Travel Office. Mr. Thomason, who
was granted free access to the White
House, was frequently discussing
the Travel Office operations with
White House staff, including
Messrs. Foster, Kennedy, Watkins
and Ms. Cornelius. Remarkably, he
also participated in meetings on the
subject — at the same time his air
charter comany was seeking to ob-
tain the air service business from
the White House.

It’s very possible that Mr.
Thomason was lobbying the first
lady, or even the president, about the

Travel Office. He clearly was not shy
about using his access to the White
House (and the Clintons) to press his
case with senior White House staff.
But the White House report is stone
silent on this important area of in-
quiry. In short, a number of staff
members are portrayed as inexperi-
enced and bumbling around,
thereby creating “appearances” of
conflicts and wrongdoing. But the
brief discussion of Mrs. Clinton’s in-
volvement — which the report shows
suddenly appearing on May 13, and
just as suddenly ending on May 17
— 1s not credible.

Finally, the Justice Department's
participation in this affair raises un-
answered questions. The Watergate-
style manipulation of the FBI by the
White House is just part of the role
played by Justice. In fact, the Crim-
inal Division of the department was
briefed by the FBI (presumably
about the FBI's discussions with the
White House — on May 14. Specifi-
cally, the government lawyers pre-
sent at the meeting were Joe Gang-
loff, acting chief of the Office of
Public Integrity, and Jerry
McDowell, chief of the fraud sec-
tion. Messrs. Gangloff and
McDowell later briefed John Ken-
ney, the acting assistant attorney
general of the Criminal Division.
Importantly, the White House report
states, “[Nlone raised an objection.”

Last week, in response to a long-
standing request by the Landmark
Legal Foundation asking Attorney
General Janet Reno to appoint an
independent counsel to investigate
the Travelgate affair, Miss Reno said
no. Actually, Miss Reno, who has
been uncharacteristically passive on
this matter, referred the request to
John Kenney — one of the original
Justice lawyers who had been
briefed on the matter on or around
May 14. Mr. Keeney wrote, in part:

“[Independent counsel] are re-
served for extraordinary circum-
stances, where there is a compelling
reason to believe that an investiga-
tion for prosecution by the Depart-
ment of Justice would be compro-
mised by an actual or perceived
conflict of interest.”

Mr. Keeney further states: “The
department is fully capable of as-
sessing these allegations, and there
is no conflict of interest here that
would warrant turning to an outside
prosecutor”

Hence, while an independent
counsel was deemed necessary to in-
vestigate the possible use of improp-
erly obtained information about can-
didate Bill Clinton’s past travel
activities (“Passportgate™), the
Travel Office affair — which
abounds with conflicts of interest
and raises far more serious ques-
tions about government abuse and
misuse of authority — is said not to
warrant such an investigation. The
truth is that only an independent in-
vestigation, conducted by a reputa-
ble former judge or prosecutor, will
bring this unseemly episode to a
close. Until then, the public will re-
main skeptical.




Ex-Soviet republics likely to shun
U.S. eﬁ'o/rts to help resolve disputes

By Martin Sieff

THE WASHINGTON TIMES J

The former Soviet republics are
likely to shun efforts by the Clinton
administration to help resolve dis-
putes among them, diplomats and
policy experts believe.

The fledgling effort — contained
in Presidential Review Directive 13,
which is awaiting President Clin-
ton's approval — is meant to launch
a U.S. diplomatic initiative to resolve
disputes between ex-Soviet repub-
lics.

It would also open the way for U.S.
troops to serve under U.N. command
around the world, possibly even in
the former republics, and for Wash-
ington to push for U.N. forces to be
deployed as peacekeepers and
border-protectors on the periphery
of Russia.

But US. diplomats say Russian
President Boris Yeltsin and his gov-
ernment will have an effective veto
on where US. diplomatic involve-
ments will take place.

“The Russians want to play a role
in some of these disputes and say,
‘Why do you guys want to come in on
them?' " said a State Department of -
ficial who asked not to be named.
“These are areas where Russia has
a historic role.

“There’ll only be a role for the US.
if the parties themselves so desire,

and this includes Russia," the official
said.

Mike McCurry, the State Depart-
ment spokesman, said the U.S. “‘goal
is to help parties in the region find
peaceful solutions to disputes.”

“We will concentrate on cooperat-
ing in multilateral organizations
such as the UN. and the CSCE
[Council for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe],” he said.

Administration sources say
PRD-13 was prompted by two con-
cerns.

The first was that Russian forces
were actively throwing their weight
around in one republic after another.
The second was that the growing
violence in the republics could de-
velop into international conflicts.

That may already be happening in
the five-year struggle between Azer-
baijan and Armenia, which appears
to be nearing a critical stage.

Azerbaijan said yesterday that
Armenian forces had captured the
southern town of Cebrayil and were
approaching the Iranian border. If
the troops reach the frontier they
will cut off a swathe of southern
Azerbaijan and block the last re-
maining escape route for tens of
thousands of refugees.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Ak-
bar Velayati, visiting Baku, Azer-
baijan’s capital, Wednesday de-
nounced the attacks on Azeri towns.

More than 600,000 people have
been displaced by the latest Arme-
nian advances. The UN. Security
Council demanded on Wednesday an
immediate, complete and uncondi-
tional Armenian withdrawal.

But Azerbaijan's government is
unlikely to seek U.S. mediation. Its
leaders, also backed by the Russian
military, toppled President Abulfaz
Elcibey in June.

The new president, Geidar Aliev,
is an ex-Communist Party chief who
ran the republic for 13 years under
Leonid Brezhnev. No one expects
him to seek U.S. mediation.

Remote Tajikistan in Central Asia
is witnessing another bloody con-
flict. Its rulers — again backed by
the Russian military — are seeking
to crush Islamic fundamentalist
groups. But here, the anti-Russian
forces are at least equally hostile to
the United States.

Ukraine at first sought close US.
contacts. But Kiev now distrusts
Washington after heavy pressure
from both the Bush and Clinton ad-
ministrations to relinquish the nu-
clear weapons that some Ukrainian
leaders see as indispensible protec-
tion against Russia.

“I don’t think there is a great deal
of eagerness among either side in
the Russian-Ukrainian dispute to
have us mediate,” said Gabriel
Schoenfeld of the Center for Strate-

President Boris Yeltsin

gic and International Studies.

“The Ukrainians don’t want us to
bear on them to demilitarize their
nuclear weapons, and they know
that's the mainstay of our position,”
Mr. Schoenfeld noted.

“The Baltic states would like us to
play a larger role, but trying to bal-

ance ethnic Russian rights and con-.

cern over imperial Russian ambi-
tions there could prove very
difficult,” Mr. Schoenfeld said.

Energy-rich Kazakhstan, whichis
almost evenly split between Rus-
sians and other Slavs in the north,
and its native, ruling Muslim
Kazakhs in the south, might also wel-
come U.S. support in mediating with
Moscow.
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Bill Clinton’s cousin Catherine
Cornelius was one of a few White
House aides to recommend that the
White House travel office staff be
reduced. Miss Cornelius, in fact,
suggested that she run the office
and farm out work to her travel
company, which had worked for the
Clinton campaign.

. A White House investigation
found that the subsequent firing of
seven travel office employees was
*unnecessary and insensitive.” The
action lacked “sufficient cause,” it
said, and Miss Cornelius “had a
personal stake in the outcome.”
" Miss Cornelius was to be re-
imoved from the office as punish-
iment. Yesterday, we were tipped off
‘that Miss Cornelius had, in fact,
,gotten a new job — in the

'White House Agency Liaison Of-
fice.

. We telephoned the White House
‘press office yesterday, but no one
'there could confirm our infor-
ymation. So we called the liaison of -
‘fice directly, and it was just our
luck that Miss Cornelius answered
the phone.

, “Have things settled down for
.you?” we eventually asked.

“Well, I'm not on the front page

anymore,” Miss Cornelius replied,
and that's a comforting feeling”

Here lie the living

The Washington Post’s extensive
obituary coverage of former Oak-
‘land Tribune publisher and one-
time Post ombudsman Robert C.
Maynard was well deserved.

But how could that Page One
obit, as well as tributes in Style by
Dorothy Gilliam and Ben Bradlee,
have failed to mention that written
in the record of the Washington

Post Co. annual shareholders meet-

ings is the fact Mr. Maynard was,
for three vears running, nominated
to the Post Co’s board of directors?
Yet cach vear, Mr. Maynard was
“voted against by such alleged
Democrat civil rights advocates as

Wonder why Bob McNamara voted
as he did on Post directorships.

Nicholas Katzenbach, Robert
Mc¢Namara, and mother and son
Graham — while this board contin-
ued to be devoid of even the most
qualified blacks or other minority
groups,’ says radio personality and
Post shareholder Les Kinsolving of
WPGC and WCBM radio.

Mr. Kinsolving added: “Director-
ship would have paid Bob $25,000 a
year, which he could have used in
his struggle to keep the Tribune sol-
vent.”

Hot air

Rep. Pat Schroeder, Colorado
Demacrat, may or may not be sur-
prised to read that we were
swamped with calls yesterday after

she, of all do-gooders, was singled
out as Congress’ top junketeer. The
liberal congresswoman took an
astonishing 52 trips last year, all
paid for by lobbyists and special in-
terests, to vacation paradises like
Honolulu, Los Angeles, Boca Raton
and Orlando. And she often took
along family members.

Lawmakers, as a whole, took an
average of three lobbyist-paid trips
last year.

Our favorite caller is a longtime
resident of Falls Church, who tells
us: “I was reading your article on
Pat Schroeder’s hard-working jun-
kets and it reminded me of a trip
out west my husband and I made
last year. We were driving to Cali-
fornia to see our daughter, and en
route we stopped at a rest area
near Limon Junction, Colorado. In
the restroom there was posted a
note just above the hand dryer that
read, ‘Push button below to hear a
message from your con-

gresswoman.

Value of a vote

Congress may be in recess, but
that shouldn't stop us from recog-
nizing Rep. Jay C. Kim, a California
Republican and the only one of 110
new members of Congress to have
voted in all possible votes in the
House. And we're talking in excess
of 350 votes.

“While many new members of
Congress may talk about the need
to change and rceform government,
actions speak louder than words,”
says Mr. Kim, who remained in
Washington this week. “Real action
can only happen through the voting
process. As we saw with the recent
amendment on terminating the

space station, one vote can make
the difference. My vote was crucial
in the 216-21S defeat of this anti-
California-jobs amendment.”

Close, but no cigar

Attorney General Janet Reno
didn’t beat around the bush when
taking questions at her weekly
news conference with reporters
yesterday:

Q: Are you getting any closer to
filling the civil rights post?

A: Yes.

Q: Can you comment on that fur-
ther, perhaps?

A: No. I mean, I don't know how
you define closeness.

Q: How do you define closeness?
A: I'm closer to it.

Young minds

Ever since Inside the Beltway
reader Richard Gorsky of Arling-
ton wrote a couple weeks back to
relay his 6-year-old daughter’s solu-
tion to curing our nation’s economic
woes, we've heard from several
other parents about what their chil-
dren have to say about various is-
sues, some of national concern,
some not.

David Hill of suburban Mary-
land writes to say that he was lis-
tening to a local radio talk show
when “my precocious 6Yz-year-old
son, Justin, overheard [the an-
nouncer] refer to Clinton’s prom-
ised deficit reduction as ‘air bis-
cuits’ The following evening, at
dinner, Justin loudly broke wind.
When my daughter asked ‘What
was that?’ he replied that he was
quoting the president.” .

Philip Bermingham, renowned
portrait photographer of local stars
(most recently he shot Gen. Colin
Powell for his upcoming speaking
tour portfolio), tells us the 2-year-
old grandson of one client “was
roughhousing with his mother, who
was pregnant, when the mother
said, ‘Be careful, Mommy has a
baby in her tummy’

“And he looked at her in wide-
¢yed amazement and said, ‘You ate
a baby?' "

I
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No Fun, Please

summer tour guide from

Landmark Tourmobiles says

he was effectively pushed out
of his job this week, after being told by a
supervisor that the National Park
Service was unhappy with his published
remarks poking fun of various
Washington attractions.

Brendon Bernat, 20, says he was

called on the carpet because a

Washington Post Magazne piece quoted
him joking during a tour that FDR'’s
Labor Secretary Frances Perkins was
the “first woman to be in Labor for 12
years,” and noting that a replica of the
Liberty Bell at Union Station didn't have
the crack, which is “why we call it the
drug-free bell.”

*The jokes were Liught Lo e by 1y
trainer at the company,” Bernat sand
yesterday. “They are part of the.
repertoire” on the tours.

Tom Mack, owner of Tourmobile-—
which has a contract wath the
government giving it access to the
monuments—said Bemat was suspended
without pay because his renuks were
inappropniate. He said he: would look into
whether Bernat's tramers v ouraged
the spiel. He also denied the: povernment
was involved in this incident, but siid,
“We are totally controllend by the wishies
of the Interior Departnwent. They set the
rules for the tours.”

Bernat says that after the: supervisor
told him his suspension would he
indefinite, he offered to resign and she:
readily offered him the necessary papers,

n Duncan Morrow of the
Park Service said the agency had
nothing to do with Bernat's leaving,
adding that Director “Roger Kennedy
doesn’t think it’s bad. . . . If it takes a
mild pun to keep up the enthusiasm of
the tourists—what’s the problemy?”

@ Catherine Cornelius, the 25-year-old
distant relative of Bill Clinton's whose
allegations about mismanagement in the
White House travel office set off an
embarrassing chain of events for the
president, no longer works in that office.
She had injtially been tapped to head the
travel staff but recently turned up in the
White House office of agency liaison.
® Mary Matalin turned the big four-o
yesterday, and the plan was to surprise her
on her CNBC talk show last night with
taped birthday messages from Bob Dole,
Joe Kennedy, Rush Limbaugh and Tom
Brokaw. And of course, her lover boy

James Carville—just in from Greece—was

‘also prepared to stroll anto the set

unbeknown to her.

® The big news out of Owatonna, Minn.,

yesterday was Paul Wellstone’s

WE'VE HEARD THAT. . .

watermelon-seed-
spitting victory. The
Democratic senator
won a county fair
contest after sending
his seed a whopping
32 feet. He has no
plans to try his talent
in Washington, however, where there are
even more talented blowhards.
@ Ex-family man Burt Reynolds is a taking a
bit of a hit in the endorsement arena these
days. The Florida Citrus Commission pulled
Reynolds’s arange juice commercials this
week, saying his marital woes conflicted with
the commission’s happy-family image. Now
the people at Quaker State Corp. have
announced that they don’t want him. Said
spokesman Benton Faulkner, “It looks like we
dumped him, but it was all coinadence.”

Paul Welistone:
Spitting Image.

Attention, Stage Mothers! ‘Rascals-Wanted

@ Kid alert: All kinds needed.

Producers of “It’s Pat” the feature film
about the androgynous “Saturday Night
Live” character are looking for a child to
play Pat at age 8. (This
should be rich.)
Appropniately, both boys and
girls can apply.

A\ It's Pat now: But then?

Universal and Amblin, meanwhile, are
hunting for some "90s “Little Rascals” to
star in a film based on the *30s “Our Gang”
TV show. Aspiring stars and starlets need to
be between 5 and 9 years old and fit certain
specific criteria from the filmmakers. For
instance, a “Spike Lee type”—whatever
that is at age 5—is need to play Stymie.

By Lois Romano
March Gala Underfunded

s The producer of the gala to
commemorate the 30th anniversary ot the
March on Washington has found himsedt
rich with star power but dangerously short
on funds.

Curtis King, CEO of the Dallas-based
Junior Black Academy of Arts and Letters
Inc., says he has had to resort to charging
costs for the Aug. 28 | Remember . .. "
show at the Kennedy Center to his personal
credit cards.

He said the arts center even threatencd
to cancel the show unless payment was
received today. “In our contract, we expect
payment 2 week before the performance
and that would be tomorrow,” said Tiki
Davies, a
spokeswoman
for the Kennedy
Center. “We try o t‘
10 make things 50]’H
work for good 2

S
A

causes, but we
"

are a nonprofit o mm >
too.” gl
The daytime

evening performance have been much
anticipated in the civil rights conununity as
a fitting tribute to a milestone event. But

" apparently not everyone is shanng the

enthusiasm. King said he sent out “over 350
letters—Denny’s, Xerox—and generally
asked between $5,000 and $30,000,” to no
avail.

What King has gotten is the likes of
Eartha Kitt, Maya Angelou, Morgan
Freeman and Halle Berry —all of whom
have agreed to come at their own expense.
For them, King says, “it's a real labor of love.”
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Caron’s Country Fare

» Leslie Caron is talking about
Warren Beatty: "He asked me to
marry hun—but he was a difficult
customer,” she says, with a girlish
giggle. “I, [ couldn’t have survived.”

Caron, that French gamine of
yesteryear, is sitting on the terrace of
her new restaurant, a quaint place in a
1 2th-century village outside Paris.

She’s renuiniscing about her glamor
years, when, as a tiny French thing
with a plump little face and wide blue
eyes, she seduced America in such
classics as "An American in Paris” and
“Gigi.” And America included Warren.

“I had just been nominated for an
Oscar for ‘The L-Shaped Room,’ ('63) ”
“so there was a big dinner given in my
honor. Warren was there. He took hold
of me, and he never let me go.”

Her husband at the time,
meat-packing heir George Hormel, let
go instead, and Caron spent the next
four years with Beatty. It ¢nded, she
tells Post special correspondent Dana

Leslie
Caron: Busy
cooking up
a new
business.

Thomas, because it was always a bit of
avircus. Too many photographers . .,
Every day one had to be on show.”

The 62-year-old Caron has long since
moved un. Ten years back, she wrote a
collection of short stories and has kept
up with her stage work. Her last
production was "Grand Hoted” in Berlin
a couple of years ago. And last year,
she appeared as a severely cool French
mother in Louis Malle's film “Damage.”

During filming, Caron spent her free
time in jpeans overseeing the
construction of her restaurant in four old
stone storage buildings along the Yonne
River that had been bricked up for 30

years. Caron would travel from her
country house up the niver to do her
shopping, “and everv time I would come
across the bridge, I'd think, ‘These little
buildings are so touching. Somebody
ought to do something with them.” "

Five years ago, Caron and her son
bought the buildings for what amounted
to “cigarette money.” So far, she has
mostly locals as clients, but soon, she
hopes, Parisians will take notice. She
says with a tired sigh: *| feel as if ] have
built the Empire State Building.”
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A Step Backward in Kuwait v

six human rights organizations that were

pressing it inconveniently hard. The ruling
emir does not care for public criticism and has
yet to accept fully the concept of a legitimate
opposition. The suppression of these small but
valuable organizations is particularly troubling
because Kuwait had seemed to be moving slowly
toward more democracy and greater regard for
law. Banning the spokesmen for decency is a long
step in the wrong direction.

The gulf war was not fought primarily for
democracy but for other reasons—to keep a coun-
try from eating up a smaller one and to prevent
Saddam Hussein's Iraq from making itself the
dominant power in the Persian Gulf region. But
during the months of the Iragi occupation, Kuwait’s
royal family, from its exile in various five-star
hotels, was full of promises about the new day that
would dawn for democracy when the emir was
restored to his rightful place. For many Kuwaitis—
especially those who, unlike their rulers, stayed
behind at great risk to resist the invaders—it has
been galling to see how slowly and reluctantly
those promises have been kept.

And yet there has been real progress, most
clearly in the election of the National Assembly last

K UWAIT’S government has now shut down

Sitting on Spending

two votes and the Senate by just one

T HE BUDGET bill that passed the House by
earlier this month imposes greater disci-

pline on spending than it has been given credit for,

Conservative House Democrats insisted on imposing
tight caps for the next five years on the third of the
budget that is subject to the annual appropriations
process. The total of this so-called discretionary
spending is to be the same in fiscal 1988—$547.9
billion—as it is in the current fiscal year.

The flat dollar limit isn’t quite as binding as it
sounds, because defense spending, which is
roughly half the discretionary total, is scheduled
to decline over the five years. The anticipated
decline in defense would leave some room for
domestic appropriations to rise, but not that
much. The domestic increase would be only a
hair's breadth above the projected inflation rate,
which means that in real terms, it would be no
increase at all, and not enough to make room for
any new programs without cutting old. The
conservative Democrats who bewail the budget
for its failure to cut spending turned appropria-
tions into a zero-sum game,

If annual defense spending follows the path in the
administration’s budget—and if anything, it is likeli-
er to be a little above that than it is much below—it
will fall about $40 billion by 1998. That’s how much
domestic spending subject to appropriations—basi-
cally the budget of the Federal Triangle, not coun-
ting interest or entitlements—can rise. The average
increase would be about $8 billion or a little more

FripaY, Aucust 20, 1993

October. The election was held only after much
pushing by the United States, and only under a
pre-war election law that restricts the ballot to one
out of every eight citizens. But the government’s
opponents won most of the seats, and the assembly
has become a forum for serious political debate. It
is, incidentally, the only democratically elected
body in any of the Persian Gulf states. The govern-
ment’s decision now to ban the human rights
organizations raises concerns that it may intend to
proceed against other critics as well.

The ban isn't the only sign of a change in the
atmosphere. In June Kuwait sentenced to death 16
Iragis and Palestinians for having collaborated with
Iraq during the occupation. But these people acted
under coercion and, as the American advocacy orga-

nization Human Rights Watch observes, Kuwait's .

handling of their cases has been a good deal less than
ideal. They have been held for long periods incommu-
nicado and evidently beaten by Kuwaiti security
authorities trying to extract confessions.

Recent events have given Kuwait’s emir and his
family plenty of reason to reflect on the relation-
ship between their security and American policy.
The American view of Kuwait’s rulers will inevita-
bly be influenced by their treatment of the people

in their small and defenseiess state.

than 3 percent a year. But inflation is forecast to be
just under 3 percent a year, and population grows
another percent a year on top of that. At best in
those real terms, this is a break-even figure. If the
defense budget were to creep up a little from the
current path, as new administration estimates appar-
ently suggest it should, the domestic accounts would
be under even greater pressure.

The appropriators have already been under
roughly this degree of pressure for two years
now. That’s because of caps that were set in the
1990 budget agreement, which has also been
underappreciated. To add spending, the appropri-
ators have had first to subtract. This year, the
competition has cost the president almost half of
his proposed investment initiatives.

To 'pass his budget earlier this month, the
president had to promise to propose further
spending cuts in the fall. The form that these will

take is unclear, but some members of the presi-.
dent’s party want to tighten the appropriations
caps even more. The clamp-down has, however,

about reached the point in appropriations where,
as with entitlements, the mere enunciation of a

new cap—a spending limit in the abstract—is not

enough. If they want to cut domestic appropria-
tions more, they ought to be required to say which
appropriations. Is it federal aid to education that
they want to reduce? Head Start? AIDS research?
Federal highway grants? A further aspect of the
space station? The appropriators shouldn't have to
bear this entire burden by themselves.

Tue WASHINGTON POST_
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White House ' ress with dramatic rise in travel costs

NATION

M

By John Bennett

SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

™ The White House travel office has
sent & tremor through Washington-
based news organizations with sky-
high charges for reporters who
travel with President Clinton around
the country and the globe.

The latest billings for chartered
press trips arranged by the White
House travel office were shocking to
some organizations.

It was the first big trip arranged

by the new travel office personnel.
The administration ousted the cntire
travel office staff earlier this year in
a series of messy confrontations
over questionable accounting. Five
of the seven staff members were
later returned to government ser-
vice, but not at the White House.

The bill that raised eyebrows was
for Mr. Clinton’s July 4-14 trip to the
Far East on a chartered Northwest
Airlines jet that included six legs
beginning with a jaunt from Wash-
ington to San Francisco.

The one-way trip to San Francisco
cost each of the 114 reporters
aboard $2,362.

A survey showed that the average
cost of a first-class commercial air-
line ticket for the same Washington-
San Francisco leg is $1,355. The
coach fare average is $833.

The Far East trip took Mr. Clinton
and the press corps to Tokyo; Seoul,;
the Hawaiian island of Oahu; Des
Moines, lowa; and back to Washing-
ton.'Ibtal cost per reporter: $11,443.

‘The average total cost for a first-

class commercial fare for the entire
trip is $8,249.45, according to the
survey. The average coach commer-
cial fare is $4,466.45 — nearly $7,000
less than the White House charges.
The air charter billing did not in-
clude ground transportation costs
and fees for setting up "filing cen-
ters” for press communications.
Those bills are coming later.
Catherine Cronin, an accountant
for the White House travel office,
said news bureaus have questioned
the billing. “I've had numerous calls

that people thought they were exces-
sive. But we also have to cover our
costs. And our contract with North-
west was $1.1 million.” _

She said the trip was in accor-
dance with a long-standing practice
of pro-rating charges for each leg of
a chartered trip with the president.

Only 114 reporters — not the 155
expected — boarded the jet on the
Washington to San Francisco leg, she
explained. “That means the report-
ers on the plane had to bear the
higher costs.”

The prices had news bureaus
scrambling for comparison billings
from the Bush White House days.

One Bush-era billing for a one-
way May 12, 1992, press flight with
Mr. Bush from Washington to Los
Angeles served as a rough basis for
comparison with the Clinton leg to
San Francisco.

The Bush Los Angeles trip cost
$700, compared with the $2,362
charged for the Clinton San Fran-
cisco trip.
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FOSTER, THE PRESS,
AND THE WHITE HOUSE
TRAVEL OFFICE PERKS

In the analysis of White House Deputy Counsel, Vincent Foster's apparent
suicide, much has been made of contemporary pressures in official
Washington, an allegedly now “get ‘em" attitude on the part of the press, as
well as the kind of clinical depression that leads people ro take their own lives.

Lost in much of this has been the seeming instant cause of much of Mr.
Foster's frustration, the Clinton administration's handling of the investigation
of the White House Travel Office, which arranged for the Executive Mansion's
huge entourage, including the White House press corps, to accompany the
president out of town,

Long before Foster's suicide, U found the press's handling of the truvel office
controversy curious. The press coverage of the Clinton White House's attack
on the Reagun-Bush Travel Office was s0 vociferous that the initisl allegations
quickly became obscured.

As a former White House correspondent for ABC News, I was even more struck
by a passage in the torn fragments of a note from Foster that was unearthed a
week after his death. "The press is covering up the illegal benefits they
received from the travel staff ,* Foster wrote in what investigators now
believe is the closest thing to a suicide note he left. On this matter, at least
Foster was absolutely correct.

Among the many rcasons the press corps loved President Reagun's  frequent
vacations to Sania Barbara was that many journalists becsme connoisseurs of
wine in California and would use Air Force One and the attendant press charter
to transport, literally, truckioads of wine back to Andrews Air Force Base,
without benefit of paying state taxes,

Once near the end of Mr. Reagan's tepure, the press office advised reporters to
limit their California wine purchases because the State of Maryland, where
Andrews is located, had gotten word of the windfall and was threatening to
stage & raid.

When traveling abroad with presidents, members of the White House press
corps are granted the status of sovereigns, avoiding customs checks both in
the foreign nations, as well as upon return to the US. Indeed, many White
House journalists point proudly to expensive collectib les and furnishings in
their homes that were collected from around the world and on which they paid
not one penny of duty - to say nothing of shipping costs.

A1l this was abetted by the White House Travel Office, which Foster was
charged with investigating before his death, ecither by ignoring the
transgressions of the White House press corps or because they accepted petty
gralvitics offcred by journalists to overlook their activities.

In and of iwself, all this may signify nothing. But taken in conjunction with
all of thc other perks pertaining to the White House press corps it amounts t0 a
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kind of corruption that renders these reporters as unfit to respond, as George
Bush was in the famous prcsidential debate in Richmond, VA, when the
president seemed at a loss of words when asked, in effect: How had the
depressed economy affected him personally?

More important, if someone as wired to the system as Vine Foster could not
understand or forgive this egregious conflict of Interest when it came to’
reporting on the Whit House travel office, then certainly there can be little
wonder about the journalisty’' loss of credibility with the general public.



By Ann Devroy

Washington Post Stalf Writer

“The firing of the White House travel office

staff last spring is turning into a costly'decision.

* Not only are five employees still being paid for
" not working, but Congress is about to authorize .
~ $150,000 for their legal fees at the same time’

- the Justice Department is using its resourcu to

- continue investigating some of them.
The Senate yesterday, with no ob)ecuon from

Democrats or the White House, unanimously
adopted an amendment to the Transportation De-
« partment spending bill that appropriates $150,000
-to a legal defense fund. It will pay legal fees for::
- five'of the seven workers who were fired and later .
- ordered reinstated on administrative leave, .-~ ¢

.-The: White House originally announced the ﬁr-

.»+*ing of all seven travel office employees and ,called
in the FBI to investigate what it called “sérious” -

. questions about management of funds. Aides later
idmowledged five: of the seven had no control
. over or access to:funds. Those five were eventu-
- ally reinstated on administrative leave.

. ¢ Following its own management review, the
.- White House announced the five would be given
jobs in government, although not their old travel
- office ‘positions. The White House and the five
employees ‘have.not been able to agree on new

" jobs, but-the five continue to draw their salaries.

~—_THE WASHINGTON PosT TllunénAv OcroBer 7, 1993

Meanwhﬂé four other employees are being pmd
to handle the White House travel work.

"The firings produced a plethora of follow-up
Inquiries into how the travel office investigation .

-as well as the original FBI investigation into fi- ..

nancial unpropnetxes were handled. FBI sources -
said that investigation is, ‘ongoing” because the =
five former employees retained lawyers, and oth- -
er lawyers have become involved, oomphéaung
the process of interviewing w:tnessea

A Géneral Accounting Office investigation of the .
travel office affair also is ninn!ng past its due date,:

in part because kéy:administratior officials have
been slow to provide inforpiation ; docufnents '

»v> Semate:Minority ‘Leadér Robert’ J.  Dole (R .

"Kan.):and Sen. Christopher S. Bond(R-Mo)saxd'

' “they . introduced : the: amendment to cover the -

legal fees for the five reinstated workers be-

‘cause they were the “true, real-life victims™ of

the debacle. They “woke up one May morning
only to hear their good reputations smeared on
national television by an incompetent: White
House staff.” They were accused of “gross mis-
management™ and subjected to an FBI investi-
gation, Dole and Bond said.

Dole said each of the five had incurred a legal
bill of $30,000 or more to defend themselves
against the allegations and to get their jobs back. .
None of the five earned more than $60,000 and
some made s:gmﬁcantly less.

“will go to co

-

sts of C]mton Travel Flrmgs Still Growmg

The Senate nx':rsmn of the Transportation biil

.came up. A -congressional aide said it is unlikely
that the House ‘would reject the spending, singe
- it will be offset by a cut Dole proposed in another

_mtegory of the Transporation bill. : <

- White House Depity, Chief of Staff Roy Neel
called the situations'of the-five “unfortunate.” He
said the White House had “worked very hard to
provide them- good jobs at ‘good salaries.” The

jobs under consideration are at least comparable

-+ to the ones they held, he said. Each now is re- °
viewing, an offer to wo:k in a federal agency. ngt

.. the White House. R !

The seven-man team of ca:eer employees (.

the White House travel office has been replaced
by four permanent workers, plus a subcontracted
employee of American Express who makes trav-
el arrangements for White House staff. In add-

tion, Neel gaid, the White Hause “on occasiof™
‘uses employees of other departments, such hs,

Commerce or Transponation. to. handle out-Ofs
town arrangements. . "

The original fmngs ‘wete portrayed by tE

‘White House' as the- résult of gross mxsmana'.ﬁn'

ment and as ‘2 cost-sawngs ‘mechanism
would reduce the size of the travel staff yet p@

_vxde the same dervice.

I)r oo '“.
f;'_-'c- : atfe v Yo

rence with the House version, |
“which was completed before the legal fees issdie
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By Paul Bedard \/

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

When White House spokeswo-
man Dee Dee Myers in May an-
nounced the abrupt firing of the
travel office, reporters groaned.

Not only did they feel the
charges against the seven men
were false, they knew the dismiss-
als would ruin the well-established
office that arranged travel for
White House correspondents.

Seven months later, five of the
seven fired workers have received
apologies and new government
jobs, but the travel office had plod-
ded on. Until recently, that is.

Since Oct. 26, when a new direc-
tor was hired, the reporters follow-
ing President Clinton on every trip
outside the Beltway haven't experi-
enced the earlier flubs, such as be-
ing stranded by broken jets or be-
ing assigned a hotel room at 1 a.m.
with no bed.

The new director, Air Force Maj.
Steve Riewerts, concedes his
young staff has "no corporate

Presidents
-travel office
starts fresh

knowledge” but isn't looking back-

ward. " We're looking to the future,”
he said.

Maj. Riewerts replaces Billy
Dale, one of two former trave! of-
fice employees who have not re-
ceived a government job due to a
pending investigation into the fi-
nancial management of the office.

The Air Force Academy grad-
uate is an old hand at travel oper-
ations. He ran the office thatorgan-
ized airlift operations for the
government, organized jet traffic
out of Andrews Air Force Base and
scheduled aircraft for the White
House. He was part of a pres-
idential advance team for three

years, finding hotel space and
ground transportation, and han-
dling other essentials as the White
House travel agent.

“I've seen this from a lot of dif-
ferent aspects,” he said. “It’s not too
different from what I've done.”

The travel office hires charter
aircraft, rents buses, reserves ho-
tel rooms and sets up press offices.

Before Maj. Riewerts came on
board, the office was operated by
volunteers and a couple of full-time
workers. One aide, Kris Engskov,
has stood out, clearing travel plan
hurdles with his dry humor and
confidence. In one instance, a pilot
of a recent air charter had no
money for fuel at Andrews. The Air
Force threatened to block takeoff
but a quick huddle with Mr. Eng-
skov got the press charter air-
borne. :

Planning four major overseas
trips for next year, the inexperi-
enced travel office hopes to leave
past prablems behind.

“We're going to get there,” Maj.
Riewerts said.

Jewell’s
pardons
called
legal

By Jerry Seper \}

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

When Arkansas State Sen.
Jerry Jewell granted executive
clemency to two men and par-
doned two others while serving
as acting governor on Inaugura-
tion Day, there was a public out-
cry. But Arkansas officials say
he acted.legally.

A spokeswoman for Pulaski
County Prosecutor Mark Sto-
dola, who initiated an inquiry
into the orders, said a review
had determined the clemency
and pardon orders, although un-
popular, did not violate state pol-
icy or laws.

Theinquiry began after Inau-
guration Day, Jan. 20, when Dr.
Jewell, acting governor in the
absenes ~ET LT T v
was in Washington to see his
predecessor, Bill Clinton, sworn
in as president, signed the par-
don and clemency orders.

Dr. Jewell, a dentist, signed
orders for a murderer who
served 21 years of a life sen-
tence, another man paroled in
1990 after serving seven years
for manslaughter; a man who

v,

\ ’

was paroled in 1975 after he was
sentenced to four years in
prison for burglary and forg-
ery; and a convicted drug
dealer.

It was the drug dealer, Tom-
my Mclntosh, 29, whose release
stirred most of the debate.

Many in Arkansas scoffed
that it was a payoff, offered in
exchange for dirty tricks the
younger Mr. Mcintosh’s father,
Robert “Say" Mclntosh, played
on Clinton political opponents
during the 1990 Arkansas gu-
bernatorial campaign, or —
some Arkansas politicians say
this was more likely — as a pay-
off for suspending his attacks
on Mr. Clinton during the pres-
idential campaign. One of them
was a handbill, distributed by
Mr. Mclntosh, suggesting. with-
out offering proof, scandalous
sexual liaisons between Mr.
Clinton and several women.

“Bill Clinton told me he would
get my son out of prison,” the

. elder Mr. Mclintosh told The
- Washington Times. “He told me

he had taken care of it, that the
matter had been handled. We
had a deal, and he agreed to

: honor it."

Questioned by reporters

~ after the pardons were an-

nounced, Dr. Jewell neither
oo v gz X the men he
had pardoned nor the crimes for
which they had been convicted.
The documents, as it turned out,
had been prepared in the office
of the governor.
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Lawyer-s .

The Cli

By David Segal

Washington Post Staff Writer  *

independent counsel

Clinton took office.

needing more lawyers.”

point historians are likely to
agree: This White House created .
a heap of work for lawyers
- Between Whitewater, the
travel office firings, inquiries into
Vince Foster’s death, the
so-called Filegate and several

. investigations of individual’
Cabinét members, a small swarm
of White House employees have
needed attorneys since President

“I can’t remember anything .
approaching it, at least not since
‘the Nixon administration,” said
John Hume, a partner at Perkins
~Coie who defended several -

.officials during the Bush
administration and has worked in
Washington for 30 years. “It’s
hard to remember more people _

These legal troubles are
translating into a mini-boom of

billable hours, primarily for

Washington lawyers. Some of the
attorney-client relationships
Jinclude: former White House
" counsel Bernard Nussbaum, who
“retained Jim Fitzpatrick of Arnold
& Porter; Margaret Williams,

- ‘Hillary Rodham Clinton’s chief of
~. staff, who has hired Ed D#nnis of
Philadelphia’s Morgan Lewis &
Bockius; senior adviser George -

Stephanopoulos, who hired

Stanley Brand of Brand, Lowell &
Ryan; former communications
chief Mark Gearan, who retained
Justin Simon of Dickstein Shapiro

‘See BIZ, €5, Col 1 -
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Morin & Oshinsky; former travel office

Whatever else is remembered head Billy Dale, who is represented by

years from now about the Clinton
administration’s first term, on one

Steve Tabackman of Tighe, Patton,
Jabackman & Babbin; former security -

officer Craig Livingstone of Filegate fame, :

.who has retained Randall Turk of Miller,
Cassidy, l.arroca & Lewin—and the hst
goeson. .

- Oddly enougHi, representing Whlte .
House employees is rarely. hicrative.
Minus a family trust fund, government
workers typically can’t afford the hourly
rates—from $300 to $400 an hour—of,
top litigators. In fact, few of the lawyers -
hired by White House employees expect to

"get paid for their work. The rewards, say -
these attorneys, come from reputation

- enhancement—which can often lead to
paying jobs with far wealtluer corporate
custorners.

“There’s a certain amount of prestige in
it,” said Richard Beckler, a partner at -
Fulbright & Jaworski and counsel to John
Poindexter, a national security adviser
under President Reagan who faced -
_Iran-contra allegations.

" But theré are certain in hassles in this sort "
of work as well. Attorneys can’t prov1de _
free legal services to White House :

employeés because the 1978 Govemment

- in Ethics Act and federal anti-gratuity -

statutes prohibit freebies—including legal

. services—to public officials. Often, .,

attorneys avoid landing their White House

. clients—or themselves—in trouble by -

sending out bills for years on end, allowing: .

“them to work for nothing and go through

the motions of trying to get paid. And

‘there’s always the chance that over .time, a
- client might actually pay some of the tab.’

l

¢

inton YearS° An ‘Open House for Iegal Help.

“ like to ask questions. They don’t like-to sxt
around while others are asking questions.”
To recap: there’s often little money in it,

* there are ethical minefields to sidestep and

the work is often brain-glazingly dull. Why
_would any lawyer volunteer for this job?
Some say they are simply doing their
civic duty. “A lot of- people in the

administration don’t have the wherewithal
'to pay for representation,” said Harvey -

- Pift, an attorney who has represented
* several former’ general counsels of the

Treasury Department. “Biit these people -
shouldn’t be deprived of good counsel.

" Working for the government is pumshment

.,!-

enough.”

-But others, who are less inclined to
identify themselves, say that landinga
high-cachet job with White House -

* -employees gets you on the short list of
" litigators sought by clients with far deeper

pockets. As ever, pro bono work has its
own rewards. :

IT MIGHT NOT hurt attendance at the.

- Corcoran Gallery, but the fourth annual art
show at the D.C. law offices of Finnegan,
Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner
starts today and runs through Friday.

Twenty-seven artists—attorneys,
support staffers or immediate family
members of law firm employees—will
show about 100 pieces. Prices range from
'$50 for photographs.to $2,000 for
sculptures. Firm partner John Hornick,

“who-will be showing what he calls

“nonrepresentational painting” and neon

. sculpture, admits that many people are

Worse, many lawyers say that working .

for White House clientsis pretty boring.
Sure, it can be exciting to join a fracas = -

" that's making headlines across the

country, but most of the labor involved is
fairly tédious. Usually, the attorneys are

- preparing clients for depositions or are

sitting by mutely while other lawyers or

-members of Congress grill their clients at -

congressional hearings or grand jury

- appearances.

“The lawyers rolé in all these sxtuatlons '

.is pretty passive,” said Bill Taylor, a
_-partner at Zuckerman, Spaeder, Goldstein,
Kalker whe renrecents Lica -~ for working mothers. The reason, as

Taylor & Kolker who represents Lisa

- Caputo and former White House chief of -

staff Thomas F. “Maek" Mclarty “Lawyers

Few of the lawyers hired -

by White House

employees expect | to get
 paid for their work. The.

_rewards, say these
- attorneys, come from
 reputation enhancement.

skeptical about lawyer-artists. He points
out that though nobody got rich at last
year’s show, sales were pretty brisk.

“This started as a way to bring people in
the firm together, but we actually sold a

fair amount of art last year,” said Hornick,
-an intellectual property attorney. '

3
!

-IF YOU'RE A LAWYER looking for a
family-friendly workplace, Working Mother
magazine has a suggestion: D C’s Arnold &
Porter.

The office, which has 276 lawyers is N

. just the second law firm to make the

magazine’s list of the 100 best companies

Working Mother's October issue explains,
is the firm’s full-time day care centerand
_its flexibility when handling part:time and
ﬂex-'time work schedules.

Staff researchers Richard Drezen and
Steven Ginsberg contributed to this report.




| Ad on Clmsl:lan Radlo Touts

Clinton’s Conservative Stands

be talked to in this election.- Those;
* people who listen:to Christian. radio:

By Howa.rd Kurtz
_ Washington Post Saf Wrier

President Clinton’s campaign is air-
ing an ad on Christian radio stations
that boasts of his opposxtou to some
late-term abortions and his Signing of

legtslatxon almed at preventlng gay .

marriages. -

The ad marks a mgmﬁcant depar-
ture for Clinton; who has fade sup-
port for abortion rights a cornerstone
of his appeal to female voters; his veto

of a bill that would have outlawed one -

late-term abortion procedure has been
" denounced by Catholic leaders. '
"And while the ad deplcts his opposi-
tion to Same-sex marriage as a politi-

cal asset, Clinton has called the legis- -
lation “one more attempt to divert the-

-American people” from more 'senous

- issues, and White House press secre-

tary Michael McCurry has branded it
‘gay-baiting, pure and simple.”

The ad is a response to a Dole radio

_commercial, also airing on' Christian
stationsin about 15 states, that com-
‘plains of a “moral crisis ... in the
- White House” and accuses the presi-
dent of supporting “ninth-month abor-
* tions.” ’
“Don't be mxsled by Bob Dole’s at-
tack ads,” Clinton’s 60-second spot
says. “President Clinton .wants a com-
‘plete ban on late-term abortions ex-
cept when the mother’s life is in dan-
ger or faces severe health risks, such
as the inability to have another child.
The president signed the Defense of
Marriage Act, supports curfews and
school uniforms to teach our children
-djsaphne ;

“This is why a majority of -Ameri-
“cans don't trust Bill Clinton,” said
. Dole spokesman Gary Koops. “You
certamly don’t see Bili Clinton cam-
" paigning on the fact that he signed the
Defense of Marriage Act-or favors re-
- strictions on abortion.”

. Don Foley, a Clinton spokesman,
said the Dole ad was “a brutal person-
al attack on the president. It was legit-
imate to defend the president this
way. . .~ Thiere are a lot of people to

are a significant audience as well.”

Clinton signed the Defense of Mar-:
riage Act last month at 12:50 a.m. in-
an obvious attempt to minimize pubhc';
attention. The measure says that if .
any state legalizes same-sex mar:-
riages, no other state would have to

recognize them as valid.

John D’Emilio, director of policy for
the National Gay and Lesbian Task .
Force, called the ad “both unsettling’ -
. and ‘offensive. .

Lt's unfortunate
when he’s as far a.head in the polls as’

_ he’is, that he has to boast to a Chris--

tian- audience ‘that he sxgned the De-
fense of Mamage Act” :

The president in April vetoed a bill; _

that would have outlawed a relatively
uncommon procedure used to end
late-stage pregnancies. In an emotion-
al_ceremony featuring five womeén,
Clinton said he could -accept 'such a

ban only if it-contained an’ excepnon.
. for women who faced serious'health-
consequences. Abortion opponent§
say the procedure is &spec:ally mhu"__ .
mane and that the exceptions Clinton

sought could be used to justify virtual-

“ly any such abomon

-Douglas Johnson, legislative: direc-
tor for the National Right to Life

Committee, called the ad’ “duplicitous”
‘in the extreme,” saymg Clmton “is try-

ing to create the impression he would
favor a restrictive policy while his leg-

islation would not ban a single partlal

birth abortion.” .
Abortion rights advocates took the
ad in stride. Belle Taylor-McGhee, a

. spokeswoman for' the National Abor-
tion and Reproductwe,RJghts ,Acnon' _

League, said the language “seems to

" be consistent. with what the president

has said before He S trymg to win
an election.” :
This is not the first time the Clmton

camp has targeted advertising to par-

ticular coristituencies. A tetevision ad.

airing on black-oriented networks says °

that Clinton has increased funding for

black colleges and appointed the most'
dwerse Cabiget in hlstory _ -

@hemaﬁl}mgtaniﬂnst
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. are some things he

- though Mr. Wilson

Yol imm\d

illie L. Wilson

“rom Poverty

~ And Later’ Mopped Up
In the Gospel Business

.Of Farrakhan and Angels

By DoroTHY J. GAITER A‘

§taf[ Reporter of Tur WaLL STREET JOURNAL

CHICAGO — Long ago, Willie L. Wilson
ran off from a Florida work camp, con-
vinced it was virtual slavery. Hounds
chased him, but he got away.

Later, though he had no money. and
only an eighth-grade educatron. he con-
vinced himsel{ he
.could run his own
business. No matter
that his career be--
gan as a floor-mop-
per in a fast-food
restaurant. Like his
belief in’ God, ‘there

just Knows 1o be
true.

stll. "~ later,

could barely carrya ¢ TR
note, hedesperately  ywinie £. Wilson

wanted a8 place in. ——— -
the church choir. He doesn’t sing much

better these days, but has made a fortune
turning his love of gospel music into a ~

multimillion-dollar business.
The 48-year-old Mr, Wilson is a rare

-bird on the American landscape—a self-
made black millionaire and philanthropist. .
Neither a sports hero nor a celebrity, he :
has made his money the old-fashioned *

way, asa quintessential can-do American
in an America, that hasn't always been
kind to his aspirations

Yet hurdles —lack of education, racism
and more than his share of persohal tur-
moil and tragedy — have only made him
want to jump higher. "‘As a black male,I'm
‘not supposed to be here,” Mr. Wilson says.
“I'm supposed to be in jail or on drugs. The
system didn't expect anything.to become
of me."”

Independent Thinker

-Quiet, unassuming, a little rough at the
edges Mr. Wilson these days lives in a
‘system of his own making, preachmg a
kir.d of black self-sufficiency while giving
away-— —with no regard to ideology —annual
six-figure sums. to- .African-American
causes. Though hardly a household name

-in even the black community, he has

recently chaired economic-development
committees of the NAACP, Jesse Jackson's
Operation PUSH and Louis Farrakhan's
and Benjamin Chavis's National African
American Leadership Summit.
Underlying his generosity is a real
toughness: “‘If you're not Jesus, I'm not
afraid of you,” he says. Thus, pondering
whether giving to someone as controver-
sial as Mr. Farrakhan is the right thing to
do, he says. “'I may not agree with every-
thing they say and do, but if their heart is
in trying to help black people, then I'm
going to give them help.” .
Those who know Mr. Wilson aré hardly
surprised by his'success, or his generosity:
“He has a Ph.D. .from the university
of the street — what old folks would call
‘Mother Wit,” " says Reginald Webb, a
Pomona, Calif., business associate. Adds
Jimmie L. Daniels, a former president .of
Operation PUSH, which has benefited
from Mr. Wilson's giving: “Willie is
straightforward™ and dedicated to the no-
tion that African- -Americans will benefit
more from ‘jobs than govemment entitle-

_ments.’

Swept Floors at Flrsti

That Mr. Wilson can't easily be pigeon-

-holed reflects a life that itself is full of
-1 complexities, ironies and luck ~ good and

bad. His story, corroborated by friends,
business associates and family members,
features a failed marriage, the death of a
son to gang violence and an embrace of
black-nationalist politics that leave him
critical of African-American organizations

- that depend ‘on white charity for their

existence. His- story also features two
guardian angels—one black, one a wealthy
white man: the late Ray Kroc, the founder
of McDonald's Corp.

Life for Mr. Wilson began with few.
outward prospects. He was born in Gilbert,
La., one of 11 children of sharecroppers
Douglas and Lula Mae Wilson, As a child,
he chopped cotton and hay for.25 cents a
day. School was a luxury in-between the
long crop seasons.

. At 13, he left home to find a job and
landed in a work camp in South Florida,
where the pay for picking vegetables never
quite seemed to equal the cost of room and
board charged by the camp’s owners. So
one night, with dogs at their heels, -Mr.
Wilson and several young men fled. Along
the way. a man appeared and told them of
a safe place to find work. A few yards down
the road, Mr. Wilson says, he remembered
that they hadn't thanked the stranger, but '
he was gone. “To this day,” Mr. Wr]son-..
says, 'I think he was an angel of God.”

- Hard Times -

Mr. Wilson did find work, making $13 a
day picking crops, and later he moved to
Miami, where he washed dishes in a
restaurant, all the while sending money

home. After several months, he found -
+ himself seriously ill and had to ask his-

mother for money to return to Louisiana.
"I hated to do it because she had to borrow
money from the white man, and borrowing
$15 was like borrowing $1,000,"" he says.
After convalescing, Mr. Wilson moved
away again and began bouncing between
Please Turn to Page Al4, Column |

Continued From First Page
Chicago and New York, for several years _WI
working at jow-wage jobs, including as-
sembling pianos, parking cars, installing
ceiling tiles and changing tires. .

By 1970, he found himself broke and
collecting unempioyment compensation.
"I was in a rut,”” he says. His landiady
suggested he apply for work at a. new
McDonald’s nearby.
As unpromising as it sounded, the
advice would change his life.

A Fateful Move :
Mr. Wiison got a job mopping floors,

cleaning garbage cans and cooking-ham- -
]that wasn’t freshly cooked. Mr. Wilson was

burgers for $2 an hour. He made a good
first impression on the white owner. Soon
after he was hired, the restaurant’s man-
agers walked out in a dispute with the
owner; in desperation, he asked Mr. wil
son to run the place.

He did so well that, after the managers
returned, the owner insisted that Mr.

* Wilson remain in management. But he

balked at first, being unsure about manag-
.ing a crew that was largely white: Still, he
persevered, despite.hostility from other
managers who never forgave him for hold-
ing things together during their walkout.

By quietly going over the receipts each ..
- bought three more McDonald’s restau-

night, he even managed to fill in his one
managerial weakness — learning how to
keep the books.

In time, Mr. Wilson found himself in
another management role "at a. new
McDonald's opened by the same owner.
But the racial tension of his previous job
turned to open hostility. Some whites he
disciplined complained to their friends and
parents, and Mr, Wilson endured threas—
once he was told to leave town.

“I had planned to leave anyway,” he
recalls, “but I decided I wouldn't let them
run me away.”' He stuck it out, won some of
his adversaries over — then later was tired
when he asked for a promotion.

- Years had passed and Mr. Wilson had
married in the interim. The 16-hour days at
McDonald’s had taken their toll and his
marriage, he .says, turned increasingly
bitter. Two days after his firing, his wife

.left him, taking their four children, Kenya,

Omar, Rashod and Terrell, with her. They
would eventuaily divorce.and Mr. Wilson's
relationship with his children, though he-
continues to help provide for their support,

would grow strained.

¢

- “drive-through window and a dining room

The night that hrs wife’ and children left
him, “my chest hurt so bad I went to the
hospital,” he says. But before the end of
the next day, Mr. Wilson says he had 18 job -
offers from other McDonald's. -
Banking on Help

He went to work this-time for a black
owner, but after another five years in the -
McDonald’s system, he also had a plan. He |
wanted to provide for his estranged family, :
and he thought he now knew enough about
McDonald’s to own one himself.

One small problem: He had no money
to put up.

By -this time, relrgion always impor-
tant to Mr. Wilson, had become an even

-more integral part of his life. For years
" he had tithed 10% of his salary, in some:

years only $135 a week, to Christ Temple
Baptist Church — generosity thathad bgen
a source of family dissensfon.”” .~ fad

- So, after praying on it, Mr. Wilson
decided there was only one route to his own

.franchise: He would just call McDonald’s ;

founder Ray Kroc. **Three or four times I :
picked up the relephone to call Ray Kroc .
and put it down again, " he recalls. Finally,
he made. the call and a secretary asked
why she should let a total stranger speak to
her famous boss.

_ Mr. Wilson briefly gave her his back- |
ground and added, ““You don’t know me !
but I might be the person driving down the’
street who helps to fix your flat tire one.
night. I need help.” -

Mr. Wilson didn’t get to talk to Mr.
Kroc, but he did get an appointment to see
him. But when he learned that the McDon-
ald's chairman would be at a shareholders’
meeting sooner, he went. I shook a lot of
white folks' hands to get to Mr. Kroc,” he
says. “'I told him that the only thing that I
had was my integrity and that I was a hard
worker. Well, he stopped and looked at me
and said, ‘You mean more to me than
anybody here. Come on, let’s go."

The story — confirmed by an array of
McDonald's officials — was the beginning-
of a long relaticnsaip. Says Roland Jones,
a.black pioneer in the McDonaid’s system
who knew Mr. erson “Ray Kroc was a

high school dropout to0: ... He could
relate to Willie being a sharp person and
having a lot going for him.”

Not long after that, Mr. Wilson found
himself with a struggling Chicago fran-
chise, financed by South Shore Bank — af-
ter Mr. Kroc put in a good word for him. In
the heart of a black neighborhood, the .
store was'a low-volume site with two or
three other McDonald's restaurants near
it, but he turned it around in less than a
year. He insisted.-that employees be more
;courteous, ordering them to discard food

iobsessive about cleanliness and spent
'money to replace outmoded equipment and
i plumbrng He also transformed it from just
‘a walk-in, take-out restaurant to one with a

where customers could sit and eat. ~

He staged fashion shows and break-
dancing contests to create “‘buzz.” And he
became a hrghly visible leader in the black
community, giving to churches, business
associations and Little League teams, and
participating.in a citywide jobs program
for African-American youths.
His core store did so well that soon he

rants. He soon round himself a wealthy
man.
A Different Tune )

One day in-1988 when Mr. Wilson was
sitting in church thinking, he says, about
how generous God had been, the choir
started - singing, “What Shall I Render | .
Unto the Lord?" In tears, he decided his |
life needed a more ‘‘spiritual outlet.” He '
jettisoned all but one of his McDonald's
restaurants (practically giving-one to an i
older brother and selling the other two) !
and decided to dedicate himself to gospel
music.

For years Mr. Wilson ‘had created-
something of a stir in Christ Temple i
Baptist Church with his singing efforts.
Tone deaf, he concedes he “"couldn’t hold a
note.” His pastor, the Rev. Princeton

- McKinley, nonetheless let him sing — solo..

He would gently admonish-the congrega-
tion: "Listen to the words, not how it -
sounds

The church boasted among its mem-

" bers a professional gospel-singing quartet
known as the Norfleet Brothers. Mr. Wil- .
son beggeéd to sing with the group; they
politely declined. So for five years Mr. .
Wilson occasionally followed them around
the country, watching them perform, all
the while working on his voice. He would
show up.for rehearsals and “he kept

! struggling,” recalls Joseph Norfleet, 72,
one of the two surviving brothers. Finally,
the Norfleets relented. Partly buoyed by
this success, Mr. Wilson decided that the
best way to serve God would be to create'a
gospel TV show. ““I could spread the gospel
around the United States and the world .
and people could be saved by it,” he says.

Mr. Wilson plunked $400,000 of his own
money — and*$200,000 in loans — into an
effort to produce pilots to pitch Chicago TV
.stations. Between production snags and
poor: advice from consultants. the effort
turned into a $600.000 loss. -

Later, however, Johnathan Rodgers.,

: general manager of WBBM-Ch. 2, the local .
{ CBS affiliate, was fielding ideas for new
programs, including a gospel-music show. .
He called for proposals and got none — ex-
cept “from Willie, who.brought me 13
shows,” recalls Mr. Rodgers, now presi-
dent of the Discovery, Networks-U.S. unit
of Discovery Communications Inc. “He
was ready to go.’

“*Singsation,” the half-hour show, be- . .
gan airing in 1989 and is now seen in major
black markets, including Chicago, New
York, Detroit,” Miami, San Francisco,
Tampa, and Jackson, Miss. It features a
mix of new and popular gospel talent, some
white, and is alternately hosted by Mr.
Wilson and Detroit-based gospel great
Vicki Winans. For longtime sponsor Wm.
wrigley Jr. Co., the show “has enabled us
to reach the African-American commu-
nity,” says William Piet, Wrigley's vice
president for corporate affairs.

But as Mr. Wilson's business *pros-
pered, his three sons, Omar, Rashod and
Terrell, struggled with the lure of the
streets, spending time.in and out of trouble
with the law. Omar, 20, had even gone to -
prison on a robbery charge. Mr. Wiison
concedes that in his children’s early years
his- workaholic nature left him little time.
for them. His divorce only exacerbated the
“situation. .

Last year, tragedy struck: Only four-
- months after his release, Omar was
_gunned down when a gang member fol-
"lowed. him into his mother's suburban
'Chrcago home. His sister, Kenya, wit-

- nessed the shooting and was spared only

when her brother Terrell appeared and the
gunman ran off. |
_ But the nightmare- Wasn't over. Gang
members sént word to Mr. Wilson that if he
spoke out against them at Omar’s-funeral,
they would kill him and his daughter. Mr.
Farrakhan, with whom Mr. Wilson had
become friendly after he contributed

'security guards. (Mr, Farrakhan dida't
return phone calls seelnng comment on the
episode.)

Of the experrence Mr. Wilson says,
“Losing a chrld is the worst thing that can
happen to you."” Of Mr. Farrakhan's help,
he adds, *‘I will never turn against Minis-.
ter Farrakhan Idon't care what anybody
- else says.’

Despite his weaith, Mr. Wilson lives a
.modest existence: He lives in a suburban
house with his aging parents from Louisi-

' ana and drives a Jeep Cherokee. When he

schedules a business lunch with prospec-
tive advertisers or TV executives, he in-
; sists they meet him at Gladys's, a soul-food
restaurant on Chicago’s South Side. Every
i day, he breakfasts there on fried pork

'chops eggs over medium and orange

juice.

Mr. Wilson concedes he could have
been a better father and, though still
estranged from his wife and his daughter, -
Kenya, 24,-his remaining two ‘sons, Ra-
shod, 19, and Terrell, 18, now work for him
at his remaining McDonald's. Rashod

- characterizes Mr. Wilson as a “good fa-

ther”” intent on “‘turning me around.” He

has gotten Rashod interested in church, .

while prodding him to think about getting - ~

his high-school diploma and perhaps open-

ing his own McDonald's one day, his son

says. . -
In the interim, Mr. Wilson continues to

- spread his money around.the African-
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American community. Beyond his gifts to
high-profile groups, he has for years given
tens of thousands of dollars through some-
100 black churches that in turn help .poor .
elderly congregants pay therr utility and .
food.bills.

Says Fred Rasheed who worked with
Mr. Wilson on NAACP economic commit-
_tees: “‘A lot of people forget the. bridge that
brought them across.and the people who
opened doors for them. But not Willie."
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. WASHINGTON - In their first debate,

. Robert Dole accused President Clinton of

running “an ad hoc foreign policy” ‘that
confuses allies and squanders American
credibility around the world. His solution:
firm and steady leadership, with clear
priorities, that only he can provide.
These attacks likely will continue to-
morrow night durmg his final debate with
Mr. Clinton, for
aides say they re-
flect Mr. Dole’s per-
sonal conviction
that he would make
a far stronger com-
_ mander-in-chief.
“The defining mo-

life was when he. was wqunded on that
., says GOP Sen. John
McCain of Arizona, a top Dole adviser.

ment in Bob Dole's

“His generation proved that you could

make the. world safe for democracy”
and “‘understood the obllgatlon to main-
tain that.”

But a look at the Dole foreign-policy -

record suggests Mr. Dole, too, can be short
on consistency and uncertain about priori-
ties. Over the years. he has contradicted
himself on several issues he now uses to

.criticize Mr.” Clinton, including Saddam
-Hussein, Israel and expansion of the North .

Atlantic Treaty Organization. ‘“‘After
studying Sen. Dole's foreign-policy record,
it’s'hard to find a unifying theme‘except
perhaps selling American grain,” charges

: James Rubin, a Clmton campalgn spokes

man.
" Like much campalgn rhetoric, that as-

: Steady hand in-foreign affairs. But it also
" has some truth. As a longtime Kansas

- senator, Mr.

Dole relentlessly pressed
grain sales at even awkward moments:
opposing President Carter's post-Afghani-
stan embargo on the $oviets in the 1970s,
and fighting to preserve grain credits for

- President Daniel Ortega;

' ._}_lssues Checkoff Forelgn Po_hc;

v NATO: Calls for an
international’ summit
to lead to inclusion
of some East Euro-

_ pean-states by 1999
or 2000

v Haiti: Says U.S. in-
tervention has estab-
- - lished new stability

Bill Clinton- -/ ¢hina: Favors con-

. tinuing Most Fa-

vored Nation trade status

v Vietnam: Decided to normalize rela-
tions

v Jerusalem: Calls for resolving ultimate
status in negotiations between Israel
and Palestinians

-

v NATO: Calls for e
pansion to include
.Poland, Hungary
.and the Czech Re-
public by a 1998
deadline .

v Haiti: Criticizes U.S.
" intervention as a
mistaken move that.
has failed

v China: Favors con- -

. tinuing Most Favored Nation trade

status o
v Vietnam: Opposed normalization of

relations ‘

v -Jerusalem: Supports recognmon as

the capital of Israel

Robert Dble

‘telling a reporter that Costa Rica’s Presi- '

dent-Oscar Arias wouldn't ob]ect if some-
body .“sort of blew away” Nicaraguan
then he cor-
rected himself by saying, ‘‘a little three-

_day invasion wouldn't make anybody un- -

happy down there.”
Different Roles )
Political tacking and even stumbles are

- more excusable in a senator than a presi-

s_erti_on mixes hyperbole with defense of a-
president who, has shown a less-than- -

Iraqg in the 1990s even after it gassed -

Kurdish civilians and just before itinvaded
Kuwait.-

A Lieutenant, Not a General
More srgnmcantly. foreign policy has

. never been a top Dole priority. As a senator

and majority leader, he had a role in
every major foreign-policy decision of the

- dent. "“The roles are so different that it's

hard to draw clear lessons,’ says Richard
Haass, a foreign-policy expert at the

-Brookings Institution.

‘As a presidential candidate, however,
Mr. Dole is struggling to explain his own

froin "President Clinton on substance.

.When asked in the first presidential debate

when he would send U.S. troops into
harm’'s way, Sen. Dole cited a. vague

“‘selective engagement’"-that he defined as

acting “when our interests. are involved °
On policy ™
issues from' NATO to China, his. differ- .
‘ences with President Clinton “at most are .

and not the United Nations.”

of degree rather than kind,” says Mr.
Haass, a former top Bush administration
official.

Dole campaign advisers are. frustrated

' by his inability to capitalize on foreign

nast three decades—but more as a lieuten-

_ant than a general. He loyally did rally

congressional support for Republlcan (and

occasionally Democratic) presidents on
key initiatives, but also smoothly shifted
sides whenever politics or political ambi-
tion dictated.

“Maybe because he was majority
leader, he was more worried about gaining
congressional consensus. But he also

- think the problem is just Bob Dole,”

didn't feel that passionately about most.

things,” says Ruoert Kagan, a Republican

who helped craft Central America policy

during the Reagan years.

At his best, Mr. Dole has shown great
conviction on foreign policy. As a fresh-
man senator, he filibustered for seven

-weeks to prevent a halt to operations in

Cambodia. He defied his party last Decem-

-ber torally Senate support for sending U.S.

troops to Bosnia.

. But he can have a remarkably 1ll tuned
ear. His 1990 remark about Saddam Hus-
sein — “there might be a chance to bring
this guy around” ~ has become a political
legend. He made an even more incendiary
slip during a 1987.visit to Central America,

. doesn’t show up in the polls,”

affairs, and they partly blame the public..

“The problem is [foreign policy] "just
says Sen.
McCain.

" Russia's wishes. And politics explains his”
* foreign-policy vision and how he differs -

But their difficulties go deeper. *‘I don't .

Mr. Kagan. “The Republicans themselves
haven’t been able to articulate-a genu-

says’

- lem—a politic_ally'explosiye'symbol. Bz_a__clc

inely compelling vision for the post-Cold .

Warworld.”
Things were simpler durmg the Cold

-War. Like most Republicans, Mr. Dole

strongly defended the Vietnam War and
the “'Star Wars" missile-defense system.

He was a skeptic on arms control, and he -

. opposed the Panama Canal Treaty and

‘sure groups.’

South African sanctions. But even then, he
was more often a pragmatist- than a
crusader, with priorities true to hrs Kansas

“Toots.

Pragmatlsm.and Loyalty

Many Dole contradictions can be traced
to pragmatism and party loyalty. Today

he is a staunch defender of Israel. But in-

1990, he infuriated its supporters by seek-
ing a 5% foreign-aid cut for the biggest
recipients and pointedly urged fellow leg-
istators to *‘stand up’ to domestic "‘pres-

' This made practical sense to .

" a senator wanting to aid Eastern Europe’s

- world"” and spending “billions and billions

new democracies and a newly invaded
Panama. It also helped the Bush White
House, fearful of floating the idea on its
own. Sen. Dole's 1990 meeting with Sad-
dam Hussein also was a favor to President
Bush, who hoped to keep the Iraqi dictator
as a counterweight to Iran.

Political ambition alsoplayed a role. In
this year's campaign, Mr. Dole bitterly
criticizes the president for bowing to
“‘the threats of Russian nationalists” and
delaying expansion of NATO. [ early 1994,
however, he too urged the U.S. *‘to be very -
careful’’ about expanding NATO against

May 1995 legislation to force moving the
U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusa-

in 1990, however, Mr. Dole first supported
and then disavowed a more tepid resolu-
tion declaring Jerusalem the capital,.on
grounds that it wouid jeopardize peace ef-
forts. :
With the Soviet Union gone, Sen. Dole
has had a hard time defining his diplo- ;
matic priorities. He strongly rejected Pat-
rick Buchanan's isolationism to endorse
trade treaties and the Mexican peso bail-
out. But while advocating a robust defensSe
budget and unilateral military action, he
has been unclear about when or where-
he would dispatch American troops.:

Sen. Dole adamantly opposed the U.S.
intervention in Haiti and briefly tried to !
block its funding. He also seems to reject ' .
the concept of humanitarian péacekeep-
ing, criticizing Mr. Clinton durmg\thelr- .
first debate for deploying ‘‘more troops
than any president in history around the

of dollars for peacekeeping operations.”
"““There were times when Clinton
sounded more Reaganite than Dole,” says
Mr. Kagan, who prefers a more activist
GOP stance.
sen. Dole’s ambivalence, or the politi-
cal constraints imposed by his party, were
even. ‘apparent in-Bosnia, an issue that
engaged his . passxons and prrnc1ples
early.
" Back in'1990 — after watchmg Serb po-
Jice beat Albanian pro-democracy demon:
strators —he criticized Serbian aggression. |
By 1992, he was accusing the Serbs of *
_genocide and compared their leader, Slo-
bodan Milosevic, to Adolph Hitler. His
policy prescriptions — llftlng the arms em-
bargo and launching air strikes — were .
more robust than those of the Bush or | '
Clinten. White Houses. But, given the
stakes, his ideas still were intentionally
low-risk.




-~ THE NEW YORK TIMES,
. TUESDAY, OCTOBER' 15, 1996

\

Observer .

RUSSELL BAKER

]ust Saymg No

A pew poll reports that most

‘American young people don’t want to

- grow up to be President. I have inter-

viewed young people galore to fmd
out why.

Anita- M., of Houma, La, says:
“You think I want to spend. my life

_ . being investigated by Senator D’A-
- mato? I want to be a professor emer-

itus of the history of music and win a

$1 million Nobel Prize for proving:

that Elvis is really dead.” -
Bert H:, of Sans Souci, N.D.: *‘Sure,
it would be great having your own 747
when you wanted to go out on Satur-
day night, but imagine spending time
with those geeky Congressmen.”’
Saul ‘0., of Salisbury Plain, Ohio:

Be Pre51dent?

| Thanks anyway.

. Me.:

“I can’t stand athletes. When you’re
President you’ve got to phone their

locker rooms after they’ve won the
latest Greatest Game'in the History -

of Jock Straps and invite them to the
White-House. Forget it.” -

Mavis W., of .Eglantine, Ore.:
“President? You’ve got to be kidding.
Sit-around the office waiting for a
public-opinion poll to tell you what you
can do? [ want a job where I can have
my own ideas instead of waiting for

‘polisters to have them for me. A job
that gives me a chance to do Some- :

thing darinig, y’know, without having
to get a poll taker’s permission.” °

Macushla M., of Falls-by-the-Sea,
Neb.: “A kid would have to be out of
his skull to take a job where you have
to listen to Al Gore explain how to
toast a marshmallow.’’

Rebecca E., of Kiddiebunkport,
“You can’t have much respect
for me if you think I want a job where
I'd have to go on television and kill
an hour and-a half arguing with Bob
Dole about the distinction between a
tittle and a jot.”

Sergei R., of East’ Meow, Ind.:
“You crazy” Why would I want a job
where I had to listen to Al Gore
explain-how to say no when some-
body offers you a glass of poisoned
drinking water?"”’

Seamus A, of Alvarei Heights,
Mich.: “I'm too ambitious to settle

for a job that can be done by people °

like . Millard Fillmore, Franklin
Pierce, James Buchanan, James A.

Garfield, Chester Allen Arthur, War-_

-ren G. Hardmg, Calvin Coolldge

Jimmy Carter, Gerald Ford, Ronald
Reagan, George Bush and William J.
Clinton. I'd rather grow up and make

" something of myself.”

Austin K., of East Bat Cave, Tenn
“T hear-the pay is only $200,000 plus
expenses, which doesn’t seem like
much ‘if you've got any- ambition.
Then, they’re not going to build you
something like the Lincoln Memorial
or the Kennedy Centér until you've

_ been assassinated and it's too late to

enjoy knowing -you're a legend. I
want to be a legend in my own time.
So it'’s life splitting eardrums with
eléctric guitars for me. Go platinum
and you're rolling in millions.”
Bartholomew F., of Concave, Wis.:

" “If I'd known about the Presidency

being a possxblhty I wouldn’t have .
done that little bit of pot'last summer,
but what's smoked is smoked. Soon as
I got to be President they'd find out

.about it and my name would be

cursed all over the country, and then
I'd never be able to get an honest job
once 1 got out of the 'White House.
Please don’t print my name, 0.K.?”
(No, it’s not O.K., Bartholomew F.
of Concave; Wis. The press has a duty
to report the truth, unpleasant though
it be to do so. Sorry about that, Bar- .
tholomew F. of Concave, Wis., but it
should afford you a sound lesson in
the responsibilities of a free press.)
Mame C., of Elktooth, N.Y.:
I wouldn’t mind traveling around
and seeing the world like Presidents
do, and it would be nice to see Wash-
ington, especially Since I can't afford
my high school class’s trip down

there next year, but I don’t want my
_ family exposed to all the dirt-digging

the media would do if I ever got to be
President. My granddaddy did some

" time way back for bootlegging -and

my Uncle Al is too attractive to wom-
en for his own good, and my mom —
well, I'm not going to let the media
broadcast all that scandal ]ust so I
can be President.”

Calvin J., of Sycamore Bypass,
Mo.: “I'd rather grow up to be a
partner in a big-time Washington law
firm. Then I could buy senators and
Congressmen for great. big, really
cool corporations and they would
make Presidents toe the line. I'm told
there is plenty of money to be made in
this line of work. What’s more,. it

" would be a lot of fun to'buy senators."”

Frogmore E., of Sandy Mountain, -
Kan.: ‘“Who in his right mind wants a

_ job where you’ve got to sit around’

listening to Al Gore tell you what a
great President you are?” - |

“Well, -
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‘Wher Justice Is Hard to Find

The acquittal last week of South Africa’s apart-
heid-era Defense Minister, Magnus Malan, and .15
others for a death squad massacre in 1987 shocked
South Africans who had presumed guilt. But in one
sense the outcome was not surprising. New democ-

racies everywhere have struggled in the search for -

justice for the crimes of past regimes.
Seven black members of the Inkatha Freedom

Party and ten white officials of the apartheid re-.

gime weére tried for killing 13 people, 7 of them
children. The judge concluded that the .massacre
had been carried out by an Inkatha death squad
created and trained by the South African Govern-
ment to fight the African National Congress. The
cycle of killings set in motion by these squads has

taken 15,000 lives since 1984. But the judge said the

.. brosecutor. had not successfully linked the defend-
ants to the attack.-

President Nelson Mandela, who has a laudable
history of embracing judicial decisions even when
‘they go against him, immediately announced he
would accept the verdict.

It is not the last word on justice for aparthexd S
criminals. Prominent security officials have been
convicted and more face trial. But Mr. Malan’s
acquittal highlights the problems facing the South

African justice system. It is overwhelmed by cur-

rent crime. Prosecutors have been on strike for
higher pay. Mr. Mandela’s Government, afraid to be
left with few police officers, never carried out a
purge. Many qfficers are still involved with the
criminal gangs apartheid fomented. They often
block trials of their friends by destroying evidence
and intimidating witnesses. The acquittal will be
useful if it encourages South Africa to dismiss
.corrupt police officers and give the courts the
resources they heed.

Other new democracies have not fared well in
bringing past criminals to justice. Almost every
new Latin American democracy has attempted

trials of the murderers and torturers who populated-

past military r_egirriéé. Only Argentina got more
than a few symbolic convictions — and even those
criminals were pardoned after the mllltary repeat-
edly showed its -muscle.

Formerly Communist Europe has a dlfferent

' problem. The challenge is to find some legal way to

punish crimes of ideology, not violence. Citizens
were angry because the government tapped their
phones, turned neighbors into spiés and measured '
everything by political loyalty. But these were acts
committed by bureaucracies, not individuals. More-
over, they were legal, and cannot be criminalized
after the fact. As Barbel Bohley, an East German
dissident, put it, ‘‘We wanted justice, and instead we

got the rule of law.”

It may be that countries cannot depend on the
courtrooi alone to achieve the goals of justice: One
alternate way is through creative truth commis-’
sions. South Africa has one, although its task may be
complicated by Mr. Malan’s acquittal because it
diminishes the threat of prosecution that might
otherwise prompt confessions.in return for amnes-
ty. But the acquittal also reinforces.the country’s
need for. the commission, which is charged with

- finding the truth about apartheid crimes and giving

thousands of victims — many more than would get
satisfaction through trials — the chance to tell their
stories and receive some form of restitution, like
scholarships for themselves or their children:

_Some nations have sought to get around the

constraints of due process by ignoring them. Many
‘of Germany'’s trials of its former leaders have been

reversed by its Constitutional Court. Other nations
have instituted laws like lustration, which bars
former collaborators from government jobs in a
process that presumes guilt and does not allow
people to know the charges or.present a defense.
The temptation is surely great for the im-
mensely popular South African Government to do
much the same thing, to interfere with the judiciary
or rewrite the rules to facilitate convictions of
apartheid-era criminals." But Mr. Mandela and his
Justice Minister, Dullah Omar, have wisely de-

" manded scrupulous adherence to due process. South

African democracy can survive even if some people
are wrongly acquitted. It may be permanently
crippled if the Government begins to twist the law to

‘suit the majority w1ll
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Clinton Reltshes Stgnmg Bl”S
No One Could Posszbly Hate

By TODD S. PURDUM

" ALBUQUERQUE, N.M,, Oct. 4=
He may be ahead inthe polls, but
President Clinton chose not to sit on
his lead today. Instead, he stood on it,
atop a rickety platform covered with
raggedy red carpet in the parking lot
of the highway Holiday Inn here, in
the high desert, where he is prepar-
ing for his second debate against Bob
Dole.

Flanked by firefighters and two
big fire trucks, Mr. Clinton brought:
the full force of the Presidency to

.bear in announcing that he had just.

signed the Wildfire Supression Air-
craft Transfer Act of 1996. That ut-
terly uncontroversial bill passed
both houses of Congress by voice
vote and would allow the Defense:

Department to sell surplus military -

aircraft to private. contractors to
help them fight forest fires.

“We can’t “tolerate a situation
where any fu'efxghter is unable to
" protect the public or themselves be-

cause of a lack of equipment, espe-
cially the air tankers that can mus-
" ter such force and power to fight
fires,” Mr. Clinton said as Jeff Bin-
gaman, the state’s Democratic Sena-’
tor and the sponsor df the measure,

stood proudly at his side in front of a.\ .

battery of local television cameras.

Normally, of course, Mr. -Clinton -

would not make such a big deal about
such a modest bill, but these days he
misses no chance to appear calmly,
serenely, safely Presidential as the
hurly-burly of the campaign end-
. game swirls around hjm. His goal
now is to make no mistakes, take no
chances and generate no headlines

. but happy ones, and in that sense, .

Mr. Clinton is doing exactly what the
frustrated Republicans accuse him

. of: running out the clogk.

Today, the -President ignored-
shouted questions on less upbeat sub-
jects, from campaign contributions
by a wealthy Indonesian family to a
new Fordham Universi;y study that
found the nation’s social well-being
had fallen to the lowest point in near-
ly 25 years.

Asked to react to the latest accusa-
tions by Speaker Newt Gingrich that
the Democratic Party had solicited
illegal campalgn contributions-from
foreigners,” Mr. Clinton said only,
“It’s election time.”

But no modest bit of good news is
beneath the Presidential notice.

On Saturday, he made a ceremony
out of signing one bill to finance
popular water. projects, including a
$75 million -protection effort for the
Florida Everglades. On Sunday, he
signed another to increase penalities
‘for use of the prescription drug Ro-
hypnol — an anti-anxiety drug that is .
already banned in this country, but
which has sometimes been used by
rapists to incapcitate their victims.

In His |
‘Own Words

" BILLCLINTON

Speaking in Albuguerque,
N.M.,, after signing the

_ Wildfire Supression Aircraft
Transfer Actof 1996 =~

£ € This has been the worst

year for wildfires in nearly .

" four decades. I think I need to

| emphasize that because that is
the importance of the
legislation we signed today,
and the efforts that that these
firefighters and those whom’
they represent have made —
the worst year in almost 40
years.

*““The brave men and women
who are with us today, and the
thousands of their colleagues

‘ put their lives on the line to
protect their fellow cm\zens
our natural environment, a$
they battle these blazes.

. **We owe thein our thanks,
and we should be deeply
grateful that during this past
year, despite the huge rash of
wildfires, not a single -
firefighter lost his or her life in
a wildfire.

“That's because their
training, their dedication and
because of the equipment that
they have been provided. We
have to make sure that they

“have the very best possible
equipment at their '
disposal. yy ’ .

Because White House lawyers

have ruled that 'Mr. Clinton cannot
sign bills in public while on a cam-

paign trip (that would be too politi- .

cal, they decided), he signed the anti-

drug bill in his hotel room in Denver.

and the firefighting bill in a confer-
ence room of the Pyramid Holiday
Inn off Interstate 25 here, so named
because of its ersatz Mayan archi-
tectural theme.

As he drilled for his debate against
Mr. Dole in San Diego on Wednesday,
and squeezed in a round of golf, the
President left it to his aides to reflect

in mournful terms about the pros- -
pect of stepped- up attacks by Mr.-

Dole and the: Republicans. .
1 think it’ll hurt Dole it he decides
to do.it,” said thg deputy White
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~'House chief of staff Harold M. Ickes
“It'll show the bankruptcy of his
campalgn He doesn’t have any ideas’
and he ‘doesn’t believe in his tax
plan.” .
For his' pan Mr. Clmton sald
“I'm going to do what I always do.
I'm preparing to do my. debate, to
answer whatever questlons may be -
asked.”,

‘With the help of former Senator

. George J. Mitchell of Maine, who is
| playing Mr. Dole in mock debates,

:.the President’s aides are having Mr.

Clinton practice how to handle both a
testy type of encounter, and a more

. low-key one. He spent about four

hours today in a prep session with

aides, before heading out for golf
with Mayor Martin Chavez of Albu- -
- querque, Erskine B. Bowles, the.for-

mer. deputy White House chief of
staff who is'heading debate prepara-
tion efforts, and Vernon E. Jordan,
the Washington lawyer.

Aides said Mr. Clinton had chosen

~ New Mexico for his training camp

because it is an out-of-the-way spot .

that allows him to appear in local
Western ‘media markets without
breaking a sweat. He is running com-
fortably ahead in this state, which he

" carried with 46 percent of the vote to

37 percent for George Bush and 16
percent from Ross Perot. | -

But the President, who arrived
here as the town’s celebrated annuai

hot-air balloon festival was ending,

offered another reason. - '

“It seemed to me that that meant
that there was more hot air here
already than any ‘other place in the

country,” Mr. Clinton told a down- i:
town rally on Sunday. ‘“And a little -

more wouldn’t do any harm.”

I-\:4




Clinton _Campaign Finds Harmony After a Swift Exit‘by Morris

By ALISON MITCHELL

WASHINGTON, Oct. 14 — When
James Carville and Paul Begala, the
Clinton campaign consultants - of
1992, turned up recently to help the
President prepare for his first de-
bate, it looked like the moment that
many had predicted: the late-cam-
paign return of the populist team to

. replace the departed Dick Morris.

But the two were gone so quickly
— Mr:Carville describes his one-day
role as one of “"court jester”’ — that

their brief -appearance actually un-

derscored something else entirely:
that Mr. Clinton is sailing along
smoothly without the guru once con-
sidered so indispensable to his politi-
cal resurrection.

The duties of Mr. Morris, who re-

. signed after reports that he had been
- seeing a prostitute, have been divid-

ed among a campaign team partici-
pants describe as more harmonious -
than it was with the quirky, domi-
neering consultant present.

The White House chief of staff,
Leon E. Panetta, now runs the week-
ly strategy sessions in the White

" House residence that were once Mr.
Morris’s supreme show. And a fac-
tionalism once so intease that as one

" Clinton aide put it, there were ‘“‘eight

staff people and eight food testers

A big lead'and
smooth political
sailing are keeping

- things calm.

around the table’ has largely subsnd-
ed

Yet as the. campalgn moves into its
last month, it is also increasingly
evident that Mr. Clinton, often heed-
ing Mr. Morris and sometimes not,
long ago made the trucial moves

. that still shape the contours of this-

Presidential race and allow him to
stake out the political center.

“We defined what the’ debate is
about.”” said Douglas Sosnik, Mr.
Clinton's political director. ‘“And who
defines the debate first generally de-
fines it last.”

Another White House axde saxd,
“‘The election was last year,” refer-
ring to the budget battle that began
in 1995 and continued into this Janu-
ary, when the Republican Congress,
made political missteps by forcing
two Government shutdowns and
leaving themselves vulnerable on the
issues of Medicare, education and
the environment.

Mr. Clinton’s strategists snll ex-
pect the.race to tighten as Republi-
cans finally come home to Bob Dole.
And the Clinton campaign has been
sharply on the offensive at times in
the ad war, spending about $3 mil-
lion, for example, in the weeks lead-
ing up to the first Presidential debate

to show a commercial attacking Mr.

Dole’s record across 30 years in of-
fice. The commercial was designed
to drive down the Republican’s poll
numbers so he could not come out of
the debate with a large advantage.

~

7

But Mr. Dole has done nothing in
the last month to cause a crisis that
would make the Clinton campaign
took for a new political thinker. ‘“The
truth is the race hasn't changed in
‘nine months,” said George Stephano-

. poulos, Mr. Clinton’s senior adviser.

“It’s been very, very steady.”

As the election draws to a close,
Mr. Clinton’s aides divide his two-
year quest to keep the Presidency
into.several distinct phases that be-
gan after the devastating loss of the

Congress to the Republicans in the.

1994 elections.

For the first half of 1995, the Presi-
dent’s challenge was quite simply to
have anyone to take a second look at
him. “The battle for us was to find
enough people to give us a chance to
make our case,” Mr. Sosnik said.
“Over o0 percent of the electorate
was shut down on us

From January through Labor Day
of 1995 this effort took place on two
fronts, with Harold M. Ickes, the dep-
uty White House chief of staff, and
Terence R. McAuliffe, the Clinton-
Gore finance director, raising early

campaign money to give Mr. Clinton .

credibility. Meanwhile, Mr. Morris,
working from polling data assem-
bled by Mark Penn of Penn & Schoen
Associates, according to campaign
officials, helped the President use his
bully pulpit and a series of speeches
to coopt traditional Republican
ground on social values -and fiscal
policy. )

Then from Labor Day through this
January came the budget battle with
the Republican Congress. Mr. Morris
had persuaded Mr. Clinton to en-

- dorse the concept of a. balanced -

budget to allow the debate to center
instead on how it would be balanced
and focus on areas of social policy
where Democrats generally have an

-edge over Republicans. But the Pres-

ident, heeding other aides, never took
the next step and struck a budget
deal,. avoiding a move that might
have diluted the potency of the Medi-
care issue and split Mr. Clinton ir-
revocably from his party.

The third phase of the Clinton cam-

‘paign ran from the 1996 State of the

Union speech through the conven-
tion, a period that Mr. Clinton’s aides
viewed as a “‘referendum” phase
when the public would judge whether
it approved or disapproved of. Mr.
Clinton. Mr. Morris in particular
wanted to use the months to drive
Mr. Clinton’s poll ratings so high that
he would be able to wn_hstand any
subsequent attack.

During this time Mr.
turned to the ““family values’’ issues

— school uniforms, curfews, tobacco .

use by teen-agers — that have drawn
Republican-leaning middle class
families into his camp. And he per-
fected the art of showcasing regula-
tory matters, small executive ac-
tions and bill signings to campaign
by appearing Presidential. .

In these final weeks of the Presi-

dential race, the Clinton camp is as.

relentless as ever in -trying to out-
manuever Mr, Dole with quick re-
sponses by aides and commercials
intended to counter Mr. Dole’s as-
saults on Mr. Clinton’s drug policy
and ideology. "“We’re constitutionally
incapable of being complacent » sald
Mr. Stephanopoulos.

* THE NEW YORK TIMES,
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In these post-Morris days, Mr. Ick-
es oversees the campaign and typi-
cally runs the conference call with
the media team, polisters and the
campaign manager, Peter S. Knight,
at the start of the day.

Mr.- Penn, of the New York-based

- Penn & Schoen polling -firm has be-

come a more prominent adviser:
helping shape crucial speeches, and
media strategy. He travels with: the
President and can sometimes be
seen along a-rally’s edge at his per-
sonal computer collecting the day’s
polling data.

Robert Squier and Bill Knapp had
been Mr. Morris’s partners in the ad

team and continue to produce the

commercials. And Vice President Al
Gore, always a crucial figure in the
Administration, has become even
more influential with the President,
aides say.

Michael D McCurry, ‘the White
House press secretary, said that Mr.
Clinton has not consulted with Mr.
Morris since the day the strategist
resigned and that Mr. Morris had

"severed his financial relationship

with the campaign and its media
team. Mr. Panetta has instructed

¢ White House staff members to refer

any contacts from Mr. Morris to Mr.
Knight, officials say. _

The Clinton campaign is preparing
for a final blitz after the last debate

~when it will put advertising money

and the President into not just the
battleground states but also some
normally considered beyond the
reach of a Democrat

But in terms of campaign themes,,
Mr. Clintoh is simply running out the

clock, focusing on issues, like educa-
tion that he has highlighted all year .
and crisscrossing the country deliv-
ering versions of his .stock, upbeat
speech about the 21st century to rally
after rally.

Perhaps unexpectedly, the way
Mr. Morris's absence can be seen
most is less in the overt campaign
than in.a slackening of the steady
stream of executive actions and reg-
ulatory announcements Mr. Clinton
iised to make several times ‘a week.

In part, aides say, this is because
both Mr. Ickes and Mr. Panetta had
come to see the initiatives as exces-
sive, unfocused and too much for
voters to remember. It is also be-
cause the President has had more
success with Congress and has more
bill signings to showcase. .

But it is also true that Mr. Morris
— who was as much a policy adviser
as political strategist — was -able to
rummmage through Government
agencies in search of ideas languish-

ing at an assistant secretary level.
He then used his’ unique personal
relationship with Mr. Clinton to inter-
est the President in the. initiatives,
jumping over several layers of bu-
reaucracy and bottlenecks.

This was at once one of his great-
est skills and the talent that caused
the most White House dispute, his
former adversaries say, as other
White House officials fought back

- ideas they considered bad policy.

“Dick helped bring a focus and

" sharpened the focus,” said Mr. Ickes,

who had often been at odds with M¥.
‘Morris. ‘‘He had a wealth of ideas,

some of which were good and some
of which were goofy.” ’

The initiatives allowed Mr. Clinton

“to use the Oval Office as his chief
campaign device, looking Presiden-
tial instead of political.

If Mr. Clinton wins a second term
but does not bring in a sympathetic
Congress, he may have to consider
for the first time whether the exhor-
tation and smaller-scale initiatives
he has thrived on have much mean-

- ing as a sustained venture. “‘Is this
as good a-strategy of governance,”
asked one Administration official,
‘‘as it is of election?”’ - -




10/16/96 04,45

DLC/PPI -» Margaxret A.

Williamwe 001/001

 Dieonall

The Democratic Leadership Council

Atter a bizarre series of trial balloons and public airings
of intra-campaign discussions, it appears that the
national Republican ticket will bow to the wishes of its
warrior faction and devote much of its stretch-drive
resources to attacks on the character of the President.

Our guess is that this effort will at best solidify anti-
Clinton sentiment among Republicans—perhaps help-
ing GOP congressional candidates in the process—and
could at worst backfire and lead to a Clinton landslide.
After ail, in measurements of "public character'—of the
values of each candidate that affect public policy—aBill
Clinton has been repeatedly and emphatically trouncing
Bob Dole throughout the campaign.

In fact, the timing and advertising of Bob Dole's
decision to get personal could itself become a
“character issue" in the campaign. Here is a candidate
who has made it abundantly clear that he does not want
to take this tack—who, as his own running-mate said,
found personal attacks "beneath him"—but who is doing
it anyway because his handlers are begging him to, just
as he abandonad two decades of contampt for big-tax-
cut economics earlier this year.

It is not that clear, in any event, that raising the
“character issue" is a purely rational campaign tactic for
Republicans. Instead, it may simply reflect what the
psychologists call "projection”: an unshakable belief that
the public will ultimately come to share their violent
antipathy towards Bill Clinton. There are three distinct
reasons for the intense feelings Republicans have
about the President's character:

(1) They are furious at the President's unwillingness to
campaign as a traditional liberal. As Yale Professor
Stephen Skowronek has pointed out in a study of
"third way" presidents, partisans reserve their most
bitter acrimony for politicians who try to redefine the
other party in a manner that threatens their own
Ideological "turf.” Republicans cannot accept the
legitimacy of Bill Clinton's New Democrat message
and agenda: he must be a closet liberal who is lying
about his beliefs, or an unprincipled opportunist who
is stealing "their" issues. Either way, his character is
flawed. Unfortunately for the GOP, a large
proportion of voters have abandoned the liberal and
conservative stereotypes, and are looking for a
"third way."

Character Test

Wednesday, October 16, 1996

(2) They are bewildered by the loss of the majority they
won In 1994. Republicans still do not know what hit
them between November of 1994 and today. They
never really understood the narrowness of their
margin in 1994. the fragility of their mandate. or the
extent to which they benefitted from a one-time
rebuke of Democratic rule of Congress. Some
publicly, some privately, most Republicans fooled
themselves into believing that their conquest of
Congress was a world-historical event that could not
be reversed by conventional political means. Bill
Clinton's successful blunting of the Republican
congressional agenda in 1995, and his successful
maneuvering of Congress to achieve his own goals
in 1996, strike them as diabolical.

(3) They think they have the moral high ground on
issues. Republicans have convinced themselves
that theirs is the Party of Virtue—Dby virtue of their
identification with social conservatism. Of all Bill
Clinton's "dirty tricks" since 1995. his promotion of a
"values" message and agenda most enrages
conservatives. They are astonished that voters
seem to prefer the President's practical proposals
for strengthening the famlly's authorlity—such as the
V-Chip, teen curfews, and flexible family leave
policies—to their own approach of blaming weak
families on gays, lesbians, teachers' unions, and
Woodstock.

The crowning irony of the Republican "character"
assault is the effort to spin a sinister conspiracy theory
out of a questionable contribution to the Democratic
National Committee by the relatives of an Asian
national. As recently as the first Presidential candidates'
debate, Bob Dole admitted that his party was helpless
to take a single step towards campaign finance reform
without bipartisan cover. What does it say about the
"character" of Republicans that they are willing to fan
the worst kind of xenophobic sentiment to score points
about the opposiltlon's low "character"?

The bottom line is simple enough: the party that just
months ago claimed an ideological mandate to rule the
country for decades and a monopoly on new ideas is
now afraid to run on its record in Congress and
incapable of articulating an agenda for governing. The
next three weeks will test the GOP's true character more
than the President's.

This Fax is broadcast to thousands of public officials, citizen activists. and supporters in the DLC network nationwide.
c/o The DLC Update, Democratic Leadership Council, 518 C Street NE, Washington, DC 20002
P: 800/546-0027 (202/544-6172 in DC) F:202/546-0628 E-MAIL:info@dlcppi.org WWW: http://www .dlcppi.org/



11-20-9¢

hm Macaie,
\‘\si, dst Come FRom Al | ATTRAIOW

LIty Scuwnw.q KU&M who (,m:e-oa,u/ POLLRD
A Plece of Para oot oF A skatow. T  Relitd
THL. NOTS HE oe \ N A CalVDR Shmond witrd
You. | cacdsT A \ou T edark Fol ALL
OF AL AAD WokdS Nou Skd on My B e
\10\) WRRSL Ny GLNGR OV S AND e 5u~\cuuu/
bePRtUAST T,




| roee \ou PRL Doida wire MY 2oy g

A Fid DG of Peace, Somi day seod WL

HANL T Qv ©ae™ez t© DISCUSS THe 30\,6’
DD P hdS OF N@DI.JH et )

Photography: Kirk Amyx

/\’V;““* A@A\A \.

A
Printed exclusively for
® Marcel Schurman Company, Inc. 75 BN 94765
Fairfield, California BX 82598

PRESERVATION



Esn{f‘ri?\ \AM\QAS :
IB\D_Cme»\m, % A

HemAwm S, DC "2p009-

Mo, Maeaic \itt s
CoeF ofF <o

OFice ofF ™ML ArsT LADY
O o

R ey % @ . W S 9 SR A,\-\.\.,,N_\_\-_\,

lahdonhbdhedbndhl




PHOTOCQOpY
SERVATION

P



PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION



IR Pl S+
‘“T”f//f’/m W 0087

% %////@4@/7/7 ///7%4

\// / Ve (Tl K é/wzu/
W%K et e /Z%f/ //M%ééé/
/f’ Ay j/ﬂ T
Ll zg
ZG/L& //' %/ 747%6’/( ;{z/éw
T pte Mo (F (2 " .
i e by 2, L
g1 i ///fz A
Vi 2 1/
‘ /,44'4/4/,/ 4//%@' sl A /2;/(/4”/%

VA v ppifd e TITed Cbon oy
7# %’?ﬂt Zt/c/‘/i/é 7 5}4//: /é/,




PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION



— ¢ — ST
[

———

A. Collins Johnson
92 Morse Street
gharon, MA 02067




. VOL. 42,N0.25

3

&=

NS

: :.c ‘;u\ EaihE 7 W N LN s Tl “"' 'k~‘ Sy

Armey A1de Wnte__s Bnefmg Bo ML
O e D fire for slow pace of T o
n Clinton Scan or Members | scugwmie | |feome3 )
- e - estigate This! It's been A
By Ed Henry crats have long accused '1110sz of It gom &hrough the htany of all 's‘avxd that a grand jury could ‘:Egenatiffﬁmal tapped for :
The wife of Supreme Court Jus- being.a pamsan dirt-digger for the scandals that have surfaced on- indict 2 ham sandwich. But : P
tice Clarence Thomas has prepared * House leaders, a chargc she has vo-. Clinton's watch,” said the source, | .. Congress convicta Contin- B Ready, set orgamze, .
an assault book on the Clinton Ad- ciferously denied: s 34~ from Whitewater and Travelgate to uing Resolution? - p 12. » : i
ministration that is being complet- A GOPsoume said the book: was the sensational — and unproven— | " A} pis Thursday moming )

ed by the House GOP leadership in _ still in” drafi form’ on Friday and allcgations about drug-running al | priefing with reporters, Senate PO' 'f[!I(jS :

time for GOP Mcmbers to use foe would be compléted by Monday so: the Mena, Ark,, airport during Clm- | Minority Leader Tom Daschle

" the fall elections. - Wy ﬂmMmlbascanbnnglthomewnh " ton's tenure as govemor. - .S toempha: ’
Thescandal sheethasbecn plwed them as ‘they hit dnmmpalgn trail, .- “Puttingitall togetherinone doc- g)u u?gt\éfnge‘faﬁd m‘e’ - . lfgder; hit thta road, 3
together by Virginia Thomas, a top- Asoanday.theGOPleadcrsluphad umem gives our Members achance WHite House were still far - P- o i
aide to House Majority Leader detileda funning total of 75 Clm- 1o see the whole picture,” said the. |- Commued on page 22 m The last primary, p 20 2
R.IChard Armey (R-Texmi) Demo- tonAdnums%hon samdals. - " Continued on page 25, - —

THE

NEWSPAPER

OF

TCAPITOL -

MONDAY SEP’I‘EMBER 30 1996

. and Juliet Eilperin -
. House Speaker Newt Gmgnch
' . (R-Ga) faces a new and unexpected
|- investigation into whether he told
_ the'truth to the House ethics com-
" ‘mittee during

By Damon Chappie.

its probe into the:

Eﬂﬁcs Drama Extends to Sessmvnﬁs'
F_mal Days as Panel Expands Probe -

B uon, um B mced his 1993-95 col-

* can Civilization.”
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gress & Freedom Founda-

lege course on “Rc_:newmg Amen-

1t is not clear at what pomt Gin- .
grich may have provided inaccurate
information to the committee, buta
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soun:e "fll sa prelty overwhelmmg story of
what [lhe AdmlmslmUOn has] done in four

l

beén conductmg all of this supposed over-

" 'ﬂght," sajd one Dem(_)cmm source. “It’s Jusl

".-'Back in April, Thomas drew fire for drafi- -

.Ing an “urgent” memo to House committee
Hchalrmen directing them to dig up damaging

A

information on the Clinton Administration -
+and union bosses (Roll Call, April 29).
“ +Thomas’s latest work is being unveiledata :
+ time when Democrats are alleging that House
‘.

Government Reform and Oversight Commit-

! tee Chairman Bill Clinger (R-Pa) has allowed

- politics.to destroy the non-partisan nature of

legmmate Congressional oversight.
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- Roll Call has leamed that partisan rancor on
“the committee has spilled over to the point that
Rep ‘Dan Burton (R-Ind) has accused Rep.
[Paul Kanjorski (D-Pa) of sexually harassing
two female GOP committee staffers, a charge
vociferously denounced by Kanjorski as a

“preposterous and libelous™ sinear.

+ In a letter dated last Thursday, Burton al-

-leged that during a closed-door committee de-
position earlier in the week, Kanjorski had
been ;‘lhn:atenmg" Barbara Olson, the com-
ifiittee’s chief i investigative counsel, and * ‘in-

appropriaiely touching”, Kristi Remington, a 5

GOP committeg- lawycr.

“1 find your allegation that I inappropriately
_touched a female staffer at the meeting both
pmpostcrous and libelous,” Kanjorski shot
back in a letter on Friday. “Itis a clear effort to
smear me in order to silence the Minority’s le-
gitimaté concerns about the unprofessional and
partisan activities of the Ma_|only andits staff.”

‘The partisan war is only going to get nasticr .

riext year because Burton last week hired David

' Bossie as an investigator on his personal staff,

Burton confirmed to Roll Call. Bossie is a for-
_mer aide to conservative activist Floyd Brown,
the creator of the infamous Willie Horton ads
who has spent the past four years tirelessly
dredgmg up every last Whitewater allegat:on
‘. Bossie has most recently been serving as an
de to.Sen. Lauch Faircloth (R-NC) on the
nate Special Whitewater Committee. In an
interview, Bossie said that he will be a com-
inittee investigator next year should Burton
become chairman of House Government Re-
m, thanks to Clinger’s retirement.

e Kanjorski ‘flap started last Tuesday,

W hen mmittee Members and aides gathered

2 conferenoe table totakean eight-and-

Photo by Christopher Martin .
GOP Rep. Dan Burton (right) alleged that Democratic Rep. Paul Kanjorski (left)
during a closed-door session sexually harassed two female staffers. Kanjorski has
denounced the charge as “preposterous and libelous.” ’

a-half-hour deposilion' from Craig Living-

‘stone, the former White House aide in lhe mnd—
- dle of the FBI files flap.

Livingstonc had already glven 86 hours of
depositions to Senate and House investi gators,
and he wasdue totestify before the Senate again
the following day. Democrats grew annoyed

- by what they perceived to be Olson’s badger-

ing of Livingstone over mundane points:
According to Burton’s letter, Kanjorski cre- .

fists on the table, leancd over the table, loud-
ly demanded justification from Ms. Olson for
her questions, while referring to her as ‘young
lady,”” wrote Burton. At one point you threat-
ened to go outside to the press and attack her
in the media. You even put your hand on an-
other female staffer, Kristi Remington.”
Burton went so far as to compare-the al-
leged incident to the recent case involving a

North Carolina schoolboy. “I should not have

to remind you that'we live in a society where
even asix-year-old boy can be accused of sex-
ual harassment for a kiss on the cheek of a
young classmate,” wrote Burton. :

Kanjorski said in an interview Friday that
he has “no recollection of being within any
close proximity of this woman,” let alone
“shaking hands with anyone.” _

Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif), who sat in

.on the deposition, added in a letter to Burton,
. “None of us observed any such behavior. Fur-

ther, I find it impossible to believe that you or

\.Phou’) by Iﬂum Patterson

In a rare on-the-record declaration from a
Congressional staffer, Democratic committee
investigator Don Goldberg told Roll Call: “I
was there virtually the entire deposition and |
never saw anything that approached harass-

ment or physical contact. I sat between Mr. .
- Kanjorski and the female staffer, and he would

have had to reach around me to touch her, and
that never happened.”

cxstaﬂ'er who. W 'the; =
TeEand three i mdepcndent couﬁfénogm—
phers who were present — and they all de-
nied that anything happened.
Burton admitted in an interview that he did

" notactually see Kanjorski touchthe staffer. “The

young lady told me she was touched,” Burton
said. “I'm not saying she was touched in any

kind of sexual way. I didn’t intend that in my

. letter. What I said is that touching her in that way

" witness any touching by Kanjorski, but she

is inappropriate in this current climate. Sexual
harassment has taken on new dimensions.”
Olson told Roll Call that she also did not

“said that Remington “told-me about it imme-

others present would not have immediately -

should it have occurred.”.
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_ raised .objections to mappropnalc behavior

.-4\
M

diately after the hearing.” Remington would
not comment.

. Kanjorski attributed the hamsmem flapto
the fact that Olson is “very frustrated” that the
committee’s investigations have not tumed up
asmoking gun on the Clinton Administration.

*They wanted to destroy the President and .

the First Family,” said Kanjorski. “But after

they got into the process, nothing has sup- -
‘They've made'

ported their suspicions....
mountains out of molehills.”
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1 Rep.  a-half-hour deposition from Craig Living-
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i as a™ . Livingstone had already"given 86 hou:s of
depositions to Senate and House investigators, ; -

on al-  andhe wasduetotestify before the Senate again .
teede- the following day. Democrats grew annoyed
ki had by what they perceived to be Olson’s badger-
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GOP Rep. Dan Burton (nght) alleged that Democratic Rep. Paul Kanjorski (left)
during a closed-door session sexually harassed two female staffers. Kanjorski has
denounced the charge as “preposterous and libelous.”
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. In a rare on-the-record declaration from a

. Congressional staffer, Democratic commitiee -
» investigator Don Goldberg told Roll Call: “I .
was there virtually the entire depositionand I _ -
-never saw anything that approached harass-
ment or physical contact. I sat.between Mr. ..

- Kanjorski and the female staffer, and he would
have had to reach around me to touch her, and -

that never happened.”

- Goldberg added that he interviewed every
Demaocratic stalfer who attended the deposi-
tion — and thiee independent court sienogra-

phers. who were present — and they all de--
,mcd that anything happened o

: Burton admitied in an interview that he did -
notacmallyseeKanjusknomhllwstaﬁer. ‘The
young lady told me she was touched,” Burtop.sssi

said. “I'm not saying,she was- in any
kind of sexual way. 1 didn’t intend that'in my

Burton went so far as to compare thc-al-'*‘”“leller Whallsaldls(hallouchmg herin that way

is inappropriate in this current climate. Sexual
harassment has taken on new dimensions.”

- Olson 10ld Rol! Call that she also did not
wilness any touching by Kanjorski, but she
said that Remington “told me about it imme-
diately afier the hcanng " Remington would
not comment.

Kanjorski attributed the harassment flap to
the fact that Olson is *'very frustrated” that the
committee’s investigations have not turned up
asmoking gun on the Clinton Administration.

“They wanted to destroy the President and
the First Family,” said Kanjorski. “But afier
they got into the process, nothing has sup-
ported their suspicions.... They’ve made
mountains out of molehills.”” :

" Kanjorski and his Democratic colleagues

. with prostitute Sherry Rowlands.

. say they genuinely feel sad aboul the facl lhat ;
"Clinger is leaving Congress with his commit- &+ %% §
tee in latters. “For almost 18 years, he'scarved .
out a career of caution and moderation,” said -
Waxman. "I thinkit's regrettable that he'send- .~
ing his Congressional carcer taking on the role S
of a partisan hatchet man.” .

In particular, Democrats allege that leader: -
ship aides like Thomas have been pulling the o
strings on Clinger’s investigations for politi- , -~

- cal gain. Newsweek recently reported that- - - .
‘House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga) earli-:
~erthis month visited ex-Sen. Bob Dole’s pres-

-idential campaign headquaners to plot strate-";,
gy about how to capitalize on the story about Y
Clinton strategist Dick Morris’s relauonshlp SR

R TR

. ... A supermarket tabloid had reported lhat R
Rowlands keptadiary whichalleged thatFirst ~ i,
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton was behindthe. - “

request -for FBI files. “Suddenly.it was . . '

Macarenatime at Dole HQ,” said Newsweek.
It “was agreed” that Clinger's committee’
“would invite Morris 1o explain” the matter.- .

Sure enough, Clinger did take an affidavit |, ="
from Morris about the tabloid report. .. 5 el

A Clinger spokesman told Roll.Cail lhatL o
“Newt may have talked about it with the Dole*ff
folks, but we never recelved an, order from‘ %

above.to do this.”

. When asked about the allcgatmns thatheis

a tool of the leadership, Clinger said in an in- - S
terview, “I reject that obviously. I can assure -
you that nobody in the leadership has been di-
recting me about what 1 do.”

“1 don’t take it personally,” said Clinger.
“They can’t object 1o the Jcominitiee) repons -
because they're factual. Therefore they de- '
. monize me. The objectiveisto demomze me,”

Kanjorski- said he regrels BEr. .. o
“missed a golde nity” to conduct se¥. F;?f\ e

fsight to improve the ‘way, govgn_l '%}%%?
ment works, instead of “spending’ s.o_‘much IR
time and resources” on political attacks,.- . %« =% -

But Clinger said he authored the unfunded

mandates bill and the procurement reform bill,

which he says will save the federal govern-
ment 20 percent across the board.

Fellow GOPmembers of the commitlee say
Clinger has done the country a great service.

“Doesn’t anybody care about the [act that

L te a e e av AR L et T

- the White House was ordering FBI files as if

they were pizzas?” asked Rep. Bill Zeliff (R- _

NH), a member of the committee. “Nobody :

cares unless it’s their file.” . : |
A GOP leadership source added, “I don’t;

think you blame somebody for trying to clean

the muddy carpet when someone’s coming

into the executive branch with muddy shoes.

This is not Clinger's doing; it’s Clinton’s do-

ing. We have four different independemcoun-'

sels mvcshgaUng this Administration.” '
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