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In leel Case Agamst ABC

'Banker Said Progmm ‘Ruined His Reputation

I

By Howard Kurtz
Washington Post Staff Writer

" A federal jury yesterday ordered

"ABC and one of its producers to pay

" a Flonida banker $10 million in a li-
- bel suit over a “20/20" segment that
' portrayed him as mlsleadmg inves-

tors.

The damages, among the highest

- ever returned against a news orga-

. nization, were awarded to Alan Lev-
_an, chlef executive of BankAtlantic,
~and his Fort Lauderdale-based bank

after Levan convinced a U.S, Dis-

. trict Court jury in Miami that the

1991 broadcast had ruined his repu-
fation.
~ “When your weapon is national
- television, the damage you causeis -
Aimmense,” said Alan Fein, Levan's
‘lawyer. He said ABC and corre-
'spondent John Stossel went after
. Levan “with.an atom bomb” and
“broadcast a lie to 20 million peo-
-ple.”

Floyd Abrams, ABC's attomey,
called the verdict “intolerable” and
said it was part of a “disturbing”"
pattern “of b1g -bucks verdicts
against the press.” While public fig-
ures such as Levan win 80 percent
of their libel suits at trial, about 70
percent of these verdicts are later
overturned, he said,

ABC's appeal, Abrams said, wnl]
involve Judge C. Clyde Atkins's re-
fusal to allow him to present evi-
dence that a. civil jury had found
Levan guilty of securities fraud,

~ leading to an $8 million settlement

with investors, "It was certainly sig-
nificant in terms of Mr. Levan’s
reputation,” Abrams said. The judge
said such evidence would prejudice
the jury against Levan. -

Corporations and business execu-
tives have increasingly turned to

. the courts to retaliate against unfa-

- vorable reports on network news-

magazine shows. Many of the cases

See ABC, Ad, Col. 1

“ ABC, From Al

have turned on dramatic wording
and editing techniques.

a $10 billion suit by Philip Morris over

. a “Day One” program, saying it should

not have charged the- tobacco industry
with “spiking” its cigarettes with added

' nicotine. ABC is currently fighting 2
fraud suit against “PrimeTime Live” by -

Food Lion, which charges that under-
cover producers lied so they could get
jobs with the supermarket chain and
shoot hidden-camera footage, NBC in
1993 settled a General Motors lawsuit
with an apology after “Dateline” staged
the fiery crash of a GM truck. - '
But unlike ratings boosting segments
on exploding trucks or spoiled food, the
“20/20" report dealt with arcane finan-

cial transactions, During the trial, ABC g

portrayed Levan as a Mercedes-driving
executive who made $1 million.a year
while selling investors bonds that the
network characterized as “unk.” Two
federal regulatory agencies investigat-
- ed Levan but brought no charges. .

“This was not a case where we were
seeking money,” Levan said, according
-to the Associated Press. “We were
seeking an apology and-a change in the
way broadcast journalism is conducted.
We are delighted at the result.” He tes-
tified that it was unlikely he could re-
turn to real estate investing.

After four days of dehberatlon the -
jury ruled that ABC must pay Levan _

$8.25 miltion and BankAtlantic $1 mil-
lion' in compensatory damages, while
ABC producer William Willson owes

Levan $500,000 and BankAtlantic®

$250,000. Levan had asked for $20
million. The judge ruled out punitive

‘damages, saving there was no evidence

of “ill will" by ABC.

“It's a stunning amount of money,”
said Bruce Sanford, a First Amendment
lawyer. “A verdict this large under-
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standably tends to make News Organiza-
tions shy away from reportmg on the

- business world.”

Lee Levine, another Washington at-

torney, said that “hostility toward the -

press” often- inflates libe] awards. but
that “ABC can appeal without posting
bonds or mortgaging the company.”
ABC is owned by the Walt Disney Co.
Huge libel awards are often negotiat-

" ed downward. The Philadelphia Inquir-

er last spring reached an unspecified

_ - settlement with former prosecutor
ABC last year apologized and settled

Richard Sprague, whose 1990 judg-
ment of $31.5 million ‘was later re-
duced to $21.5 million.

The “20/20" segment, called Too
Good to Be True,” involved a contro-
versial exchange of real estate partner-
ship interests for bonds in BankAtlantic
Financial Corp. The value of the bonds
later plunged to the point where there
was no market for them, and Abrams
says a 1993 law now bars such transac-
tions, called “roliups.” '

" A number of investors sued Levan;
ABC interviewed some of the disgrun-
tled investors. Experts told ABC the
bonds were “garbage,” “toilet paper”
and “junk,” Abrams said, But Levan tes-
attack” and Fem argued that ABC had |
“blurred” the “lines between journalism

'and entertainment.”

A central issue in the tnal was the
“20{20" on-air contentlcm that Levan
“wouidn’t talk to us,” when in fact he

- had met with producer Willson for five

hours. Abrams said ABC regarded the
meeting as.off the record, which Levan
disputes. Levan- abandoned a written

-agreement for an on-camera interview -
- after ABC proposed to ask about his
. five-vear-old divorce, Fein said.

Levan, who offered in writing to
meet with ABC again, wound up sub-
mitting videotaped responses, some of
which were broadcast. ABC aired a
clarification six weeks later that dealt in
part with Levan’s refusal to appear,

The program also showed footage of
a camera crew: chasing Levan down a

corridor, after he testified before a
House subcommittee. Fein charged

“that ABC unfairly edited footage of
* Levan's appearance to make it look as-
though 2 member of Congress was lec-
turing Levan hours before he had been
seated at the witness table. “They cre-
ated this new reality. a picture of a con-
gressman yelling at a guy who wasn't

. there.” Fein said,

In his testimony, -Stossel said that
“my primary motive was to inform peo-
ple about deals where they could lose
millions.” He acknowledged that he

- meant to depict Lévan as someone.who.

knowingly misled investors, according -
to the Miami Herald. -
*Abrams told jurors ‘that while the

" broadcast “could have been better,” the .

case was about “the right to criticize
important people” and that their deci-
sion would influence the future of seri-
ous television jowrnalism. :
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Court Backs Right to Export

Some Encrypted Software

Byjohn Schwartz
Washington Post Staff Writer -

/,..

down Clinton administration re-

~ strictions on the export of some

forms of data-scrambling software,
calling it a violation of free-speech
rights, computer industry officials
said last might.

U.S. District Judge Marilyn Hall
Patel ruled that the government's

attempts to keep an Illinois profes- .

sor of mathematics from exporting
an encryption program he created
were an unconstitutional restriction:

. of his right to freedom of expres- .

sion, according to pecple who have
seen the judge’s decision. -

- Encryption software, which al- .

lows people to turn their telephone
‘conversations and data into virtually
-uncrackable code, has been at the
heart of oné of the hardest-fought
technology controversies for the

Clinton administration. Despite pro- -

_tests from the computer mdustry.

¢ government restricts its export

on the grounds that it could aid
criminals and terrorists.

This decision, handed down in a
San Francisco court, does not di-
rectly declare all encryption export
controls illegal, but stands as a rare
court victory for opponents of the
controls.

“It’s an important case, sa1d]er--

ry Berman, executive director of

- the Center for Democracy and
Technology, an advocacy group that *

has opposed the export restrictions.

“It's not the silver bullet—yet But

it's an important piece.”
Administration officials have

" warned-that the proliferation of en- |

cryption software could allow crimi-
nals, terrorists and spies to mask
their plans and movements. Thus
the White House has pushed for na-
tional encryption policies that would
allow government agents to crack
the codes if they had court orders.

| .See ENCRYPT. AIS, Col 1

ENCRYPT, From Al -

The government also has restricted

the export of stronger forms of en-
- ‘cryption, :

Privacy advocates and the com-
puter industry, on the other hand,
have fought for the right to strong
encryption. They contend that it's
«crucial to personal privacy in the | age
of electronic communications. Eif-

forts to weaken the technology and
“to restrict its export have put Amer-
_ Ican products at a disadvantage in -
- the global market and will leave cus-
tomers with little confidence in on-

line commerce and communications,

| Controls Called Vzolahon of Ist Amendment

Officially, the administration clas-
sifies the technology as a munition,
with many of the same export re-

' ) - strictions that are applied to jet
A federal judge yesterday struck

fighters and other weapons. But in

“ this country encryption software has

become a commodity product, in-
cluded in popular off-the-shelf com-
puter. programs and easily copied

and transmitted around the globe on
~ the Internet.

- The Illinois professor, Daniel J.
Bemstein, 'wrote a program called
Snuffle, which he wanted to share
with encryption researchers all over
the world in a form that would allow
them to see precisely how it worked.

The government attempted ini-
tially to restrict the éxport not only
of the software but also of scientific
articles describing it in detail, It lat-
er withdrew its objections about the

. articles, but continued to bar the ex-

port of the program. Rather than fol-
low the government’s requirements
that he register as a munitions deal-
er to request export, Bernstein
sued,

According to the Associated
Press, Judge Patel said the govern-
" ment’s system for licensing encryp-
tion products for export was “a para-
digm of standardless discretion” and
“an unconstitutional prior. restraint
in vmlatlon of the First Amend-
ment.”

After years of negotiations with
the software industry, the Clinton
administration recently announced a -
plan to break the loglam over efi-
cryption by easing some export re-

_strictions, The decision creates fur-

ther urcertainty for that plan, which
has received only lukewarm support
: from the computer industry,

. Encryption advocates were jubi-
lant yesterday. “We're pleased that
Judge Patel understands that our na-

tional security requires protecting

our basic rights of free speech and
privacy,” said John Gilmore of the
Electronic Frontier Foundation, a

- group that is against the controls, :
‘Calls to the White House press office
" last night were not answered.
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Thurgood Marshall S Red Menacé

By Denton L. Watson

FREEPORT L.1.
he coniroversy over
the newly released

Federal Burean of In-.
~yestigation files on
Thurgood Marshall,
o indicating - that he
' gave the bureau information on
Commurusts when he was the chief
lawyer for the N.AA.CP, shows t
great danger of assessing history out '
of context. ___— -
nt-standards, some view
Mr. Marshall’s cooperation as a beé-
trayal of his commitment to civil
rights. But. il one considers the pre-
carious situation of the National As-
soclation for the Advancement of
Colored People in the 1950°s, a much

Dentor L. Watson, a former public

relations director for-the NAACP.,

. is the author of “Lion in the Lobby:

Clarence Mitchell JIr.’s Struggle for :
‘Passage of the Civil Rights Laws.”

different pzcture emerges, one -that -

strongly supports Mr., Marshall's

‘legendary integrity and historical .

greatness.

In 1933, Communists greatly ‘em-
barrassed the N.A.A.C.P. by taking
over. the defense of the Scottsboro
Boys, nitie black youths who had
been wrongfully convicted of rapmg
two white prostitutes on a train in
Alabama, After that, the association

" . waged a long and ultimately success-

ful battfe to keep Communists out,
The Scottsboro Boys case alerted it

to the Communists’ real geal: to-

organize blacks as a fifth column in
the international struggle to under-

mine-capitalism and to get the West

to disarm.
This stmggle reached emotional

peaks at the NAA.C.P. conventions in -

1949 and 1958. At the 1949 meeting in
Los Angeles, disagreements over the
Marshall Plan in Europe — which
was viewed as a blow to the Soviet

‘Unfon — split the meémbership. In

Boston the following year, delegates
adopted a, resolution “d:rectmg and

. Theyoung
lawyer was not
Hoover's stooge.

_ instructing the board of directors to
. take the necessary action to eradi-

cate’ Communists from N.AA.CP.
branches. Nearly 20 percent of the

_delegates voted against the measure.

The resolution stated that the poli-
cy grew from a longstanding aware-
ness ‘“‘of the grave harm done by
Communists to the legitimate strug-
gle of the Negro for civil rights.”
Furthermore, the declaration proud-

" ly pointed out, the group had steered -

Han . anti-Communist course even

when public opinion was not as unfa-

vorable to the ‘Reds' " as it was by
1850,

Contmmng on that anti- Commu-'

nist theme in a speech at the Boston

conventjon, ' the h:storlan Arthur
Schiesinger Jr.-decried the *‘atmos-
phere of terror* that had “*found its

-perfect institutional embodiment in

the stave labor systems’ of the Sovi-
et Union.

Being a democratic group made
up of autonomous chapters, the

- N.A.AC.P. was particularly vulnera-

ble to the Communists, who were
expert parliamentarians and organ-
izers. Unsuspecting local. branches
were always in danger of being cap-
tured by Communists, who regarded

them as potential unwitting allies or.

“Innocent$’ clubs.” . -
Compounding the problem were
the organization’s fellow .travelers,
who, though not members of the
Communist Party, espoused Com-
munist ideology The Cormmunists
even had women in their ranks try to
seduceé N.AA.CP. members tg con-

_vert them to their cause.

Communists made strong inroads
in chapters in Midwestern industrial -
cities and on the West Coast. In the

194(¥'s, the San Francisco branch was. -

widely. lhought to be under their in-
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tluence. Unly the internal politicking
of N.AACP. regional directors
blacked their efforts at full control.
At the local level, the branches’ law-
yers invariably turned to Thurgood
Marshall for legal advice on how to |
keep out the Communists.
- The N.A.A.C.P. has received little |
recognition for its long - struggle
against Communism, a history that
is ‘well. documented in its own files
and in {ts official organ, The Crisis
magazine. In his book, “Masters of
Deceit: The Story of Communism in |
America and How to Fight It even
J. Edgar Hoover, the bureau's direc-
tor and the N.A.A.CP.’s tormentor,
acknowledged the group s efforts in
this regard. . -
.Considering the htstoncal record,
the ¥.B.I. files are not 50 surprising.

To be .sure, Mr. Marshall had no | i

fllusions about the bureau. He was
angered at the bureau’s failure to
-protect Southern blacks from the Ku
Klux. Klan, and he was as much a :
target of Mr. Hoover's relentless |
- countersurveiliance campaigns as |
were other civil rights leaders like |
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,;
Roy Wilkins, the N:A.A.C.P.’s execu:
tive director, and Clarence Mitchell,
\the director of the association’s
Washington buréau. '
. Mr. Marshall may have cooperat-
ed with the F.B.1, but he did not do so
as Hoover’s stooge. He was trying to
‘protect the NAACP. from the:
greatest threat within its ranks. 0O
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‘Time for Peace in East Timor

By Carlos Ximenes Belo

he time has come to
end the tragedy in
East Timor once and
for all. After 21 years
- of conflict, pedple in
this former Portu-

‘guese colony want calm, an end to

violenge and respect for thelr human
rights. ™

We knew-misery in the early part
of this century, when Portugal cru-

- elly put down a nationalist rebellion.
Thén came a harsh occupation by’

Japanese troops during World War
II, when our pecple paid a severe
price for heiping Aliied forces sur-
vive: More than one-tenth of the pop-
ulat:on of what was then called Por-

- tuguese Timor perished as a result.

From 1875 on, there has been con-
flict with Indonesia. As the Nobel

- Institute in Oslo and several interna-
tional organizations have reported,

- Carlos Ximenes Belo, the. Roman -
Catholic Bishop of East Timor, is a

co-winner of the 1996 Nobel Peace

_ 'Prxze

A first step: Free
" the political
~ prisoners.

an 'estima'ted-one-third of the pophl_a— _

tion — some 200,000 people — died as

a result of the war and related star- :

vation and disease.
For the most part, the East Timor-
ese people still cannot travel and

speak without fear of the Indonesian -
-military and police. I say this as one

in whom many have confided deeply
since 1981, when 1 returned from my
priestly studies abroad. People pour
out their sorrows and pains, and the

. Timorese who speak through me be-
long to all age groups, to various
religions and are from different .

places of origin, W1thm East Timor

-and outside.

I am fully aware of the norms of

the Roman Catholic Church, which.

demands that its religious leaders

refrain from activity specific to the

field of pollt:Clans But as a blshop I
have the moral duty to speak for the
poor and simple people who, intimi-
dated and terrorizéd, cannot defend
themselves or make thelr suffermg _

- Known.

This past summer, the Umted Na-
tions convened the latest round of |
talks between Indonesia and Portu- |
gal about the future of East Timor, :
There were ng concrete results, but

- another session is expected in the

coming months. It is werth recalling .
that the United Nations assisted

Indonesia’s nationalist movement in :

the late 1940’s when it struggled -
alone against Dutch colonialism for
independence.

After all.these years of suffermg. -

people in East Timor want to see real

‘change. A modest first step would be

the release of East Timorese politi-
cal prisoners, a step that could renew
hopes for peace and help the next
round of United Nations-sponsored

‘talks.

I hope East Timorese prisoners

‘will be released from their jail cells
in time for Christmas. Indonesian
independence leaders were freed in |

1949 after a United Nations initiative,
History has so much to teach us. [
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‘News: Analysis & Commentar

Minnesota’s Fal]on McE]hgott snatches up fat clients

PAT FALLON: “Ws discovered tha.t bri lhant advem.s‘mg

alone twae not the answer tc anything”

The coups show both
that the agency,
known for its edgy
and whimsical ads,
B can snag blue-chip

) clients and thdt mid-
{ size shops can devel-
&% op full-service pro-
! grams for  hig
I accounts. Confound-
ing skeptics who
doubted FM could
play in the big
leagues gave special
pleasure to its chief.
g “I can't tell you the
A number of people
(¥ who called me and
told me I was wast-
ing my time” pitch-
d ing the United ae-
count, says Fallon,
a2, whn hegan his ca-

ike cther advertising agendes, Fallon

MeEligott has trappings of the self-

consciously hip—from an_ in-house
diner to strategically placed punching
hags, But other features set it apart.
Tocated far from advertising’s hub of
Madison Avenue, staffers at Minneapr:lis-
hased FM are reminded daily that cre-
ativity has no geography. Each morning,
a message on every personal computer
notes the firm's mission: to be “the pre-
mier creative agency in the world.”

It may not be there quite yet. But
entering 1997, Fallon is one hot agenzy,
1t snagged two of the highest-profile
accounts up for grabs in the past |
year; the $70 million domestic Unit-
ed Airlines Ine. campaign in Octo-
ber and a $100 million Miller Lite
beer campaign on Dec. 12. “We had
a helluva year” says Patrick R. Fal-
lon, the firm’s wiry, intense co- g
founder and chairman,

MARKETING MUSCLE, The new ac-

reer at Burnett.

Today’s Fallon McElligott was born
three years ago, after the agency lost a
bid for the $60 million MasterCard ac-
count. Fallon decided that he needed
managers with broader marketing expe-
rience. “We thought the natural answer
to any business problem was & 30-second
Tv ad or g print ad,” he says. “But we
discovered that hrilliant advertising alone
was not the answer to anything.”

So Fallon ordered a shakeup. In
came a4 new president and creative di-
rector, Bill Westbrook, former vice-
chairman of The Martin Agency in

counts—both snared from industry i X

stalwart Leo Burnett Co—with new §
busineas from McDonald's Corp. and ¢
Holiday Inn Worldwide, will lift §
billings for the 1§-yearold agency f§
by 65% this year, to $550 million. §
That puts FM ameng the top five }
independent ad agencies in the U.8. |

Richmond, Va., and a new inteprated-
marketing chief, Mark D. Goldstein, for-
mer president of Earle Palmer Brown
Cos. in Bethesda, Md. Together, they
helped transform a firm known for print
ads to one that could tackle everything
from eonsulting and publie relations to
Tv and that worked to really under-
stand clients’ customers.

Fu's first stop on the Miller pitch, for
instance, was at bars and taverns,
where employees put together a profile
of Lite drinkers. The -lincher was luring
Miller Brewing Chairmau John N. Mac-
Donough from his Milwaukee office to
watch focus groups discuss potential ads
in several cities in the key Texas mar-
ket. FM's campaign, to be unveiled early
in 1997, is expected to be high on en-
tertainment value and to include both
bar promotions and Tv ads aimed at
boosting lagging sales.

The comprehensive approach helped
snare United, too. FM staffers spent time
in airports interviewing customers and
ticket agents and studied everything
from pricing to routes. The firm “right
from the start was the most aggres-
sive, diving into all husiness issues,”
says Michael V. Howe, United's director
of marketing communications.

HIGH STAKES. At the same time, FM has
kept its knack for the sort of cutting-
edge campaigns that halwed lure such
accounts as Ameritech Corp. and Bmw.
One of 1996’s most polz- izing campaigns

“was the firm’s work for AcDonald’s Arch

Deluxe sandwich for adalts, which por-
trayed an ultracool Ronald MeDonald
and seemed to poke fur at kids. McDon-
ald’s says the product is performing well
The controversy is fine with Westbrook.
“Let’s stir things up a b - more,” he says.
FM’s prosperity may :::t traps, thovph,
It can't focus on the . ew accounts af
the expense of older -lients. And the
campaigns for trouble.. products carry
high stakes—with Mil +, the very fu-
ture of the brewer- and for United,
repositioning an 4merican icon.
“Clieits will give them problems
that car't be solver, and they'll get
blaried,” warns Jonathon Boud, co-
9 chairman of Kirshenbaum, Bond &
Partners. “That co:utld sink them.”
- Sitting in hix office, the gray sky
of Minnesota's winter behind him,
Fillon warms to *he challenge, He
says he reminds colleagues daily of
the pitfalls of success. And, he adds,
“I lov: doing things we’re net sup-
posea to be able to Jo.” The new
year will test whether FM ean con-
tinue to do just that.
By Richard A. Melcher
i Mirneapolis
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e Food Lion Jurors’
Reverberatmg Roar

“into hystena at mﬁﬁﬁ'g T
he only surpnsmg 33119?—‘  remotely resembling a threat to
of the verdict against ' the press freedomsof which we .

ABC in North Carolina . ourselves guardians,
last week is that so many people - mere ha\.fa the m,m .
in the media were so surprised’  pelieve that thosé freedoms rnust
by it. Not merely was therea -~ pg exercised within limits we
convincing case against ABC on mmﬂy fail to recogmze
grounds of frgud t?lnd . " Theforemanofthe - .
. trespassing, but the case was _Greensboro jury, talking

- tried on what amounted tothe . - the case aﬁér"ge Waﬁt
home court of Food Lion, the - been announced, prit this quite:
supermarket chain that hadsued - nicely, albeit with imperfect. -.

 investigative reporting; the only  boundaries and you have to make
chilling effect is likelytobeon - sure you'don’t go outside the -
cheap entertainment : woundaries.” Another juror said:
masquerading as mvest:ganve - “I don't have anything against -

hidden cameras to photograph Amendment, it is heresy. Roone
what they described as bleaching  Arledge, president of ABC News,

~ and doctoring spoiled meat and . said the verdict was “ridiculous”

. fish so that it could be sold as . and claimed that Food Lion’s

ﬁ'esh.Foodhondenotsuefor _ lawyers “managed to fighta -
libel on grounds of unfair, battle that really had nothing to
‘inaccurate or malicious reportmg do with the essence of the story.”

" Instead it chose to attack on the . Bob Steele, director of the ethics ™
grounds that-the producers and program at the Poynter Institute .

name—Etahlissements De.lhawe chilfing effect on investigative

.. FreresetCie“Le Lion”SAof journabis
- ‘Belgium—but in North Carofina, - * (pe &mwmm&y
where Food Lion is sometimes languagemwhwhthese x
the only supermirket in town, ‘complaints are couched,

Arledge .
. pecple tend to see it as a local talkedabout"theeésenceofthe
- rather than a global institution, - story,” by which he apparently -
one by which neighborsand mean’s tainted beefa:l:d free _
friends are employed, one where speech, and thus evaded the issue
+ they reguarly shop for food and ¢ o) actions that was, infact
supplies, They may asaresult ! the essence of the case éteeie *

" have seen this case in human as
 well as legal terms, and decided it talked about “important

accordingly. o investigative reporting,” as
Those of uswhohave the - though the disagreeable but petty
indescribably good fortune to - behavior of a few Food Lion
- work in the Media Bigfoot Capita] EMPloyees was the equivalent of
of the Universe too often forget ~ Watergate or Iran-contra. Kirtley -
- that people elsewhere donot . employed a euphemism—*a ,
glowa}'ssgle;mttersqwteaswe ' l;paérhcularkmdof topapefover
notably matters pertainingto ° we-gathering"™—
. US. Wh:le we work oursei%es i the self-evidently deceptive,
, dishonest tactics employed by the
ABC functionaries, "

ABC, By the same token; it is . attention to singulars and plurals, -
‘hard totakesenouslyme -+ “The media has the right to bring
media's lamentations about the the news,” he said, “but they have.
“chilling effect” the verdict ' towatch what T.hey do.It’'slikea
-allegedly willhaveon -~ - foothall game, Thereare . )

. reporting. - - undercover investigations, 1 iike
' The case mvolved a broadcast them. But if you are going todo
. on ABC’s “PrimeTime Live” . them, just do themiegal” = .

program in 1992, Two producers . This doubtless seems '

for the program got jobs at Food . reasonable enough to most of you:
Lion stores in the Carolinas, - who are now reading these

_giving fake résumés in their job.  words, buttothesetf-appomted

‘applications, and then used - guardlans of the First’

reporters had fraudulently . for Media Studies, said the -
misrepresented themselves and-  yerdict “has the potential to chill .
that the surreptitioususeof . important investigative reporting -
television cameras had been  and to prompt news organizations
trespassing. to back off.” Jane Kirtley, .
h'f'cl;lese are ﬂ'lé charg;:z with executive director of the

which a jury in Greensboro Reporters” Commiittee f
agreed last week. No doubt it did Freedom of the Préss, i:lggemd
so on the merits, but no one that “the specter of a verdict of
should be surprisedifabitof - this magnitude, based notonan ~ |
provinciatism influenced jts - inaccuiate news story but on the
reasoning. Food Lion is owned by  yjse of a particular kind of

. a firm with a fancy’ . ‘news-gathering, will have a

Al three of these people, as well

as the innumerable others who -

have spoken similarly about this

and other cases, simply are blind to

.ﬂlemmpbutyofthematmd.'_/

‘They préfer to see it as a pure
. First Amendment case, whien in -

fact the First Amendment was
never at issue. Whatever one may-
‘think of Food Lisn—as an. -

: oocamnalvmtortothea;slesbfrts o
'; stores, Ifor one don't think much

ofrt--nsnghttolnrepeo;iewho

e:q:enememustbeoomeded,' as
mus}::tspghttohayeltsbtm

entrapment,ﬂlemwasontarget
-ﬂﬁndmgttgm‘tyandpmahmglt
accordingly.

Inanychscnmonofthelsmes B
this case raises, it would be helpful

ﬁFnstAmmdmmtﬂad-:somﬂd_

i bring themselves to draw a

d:suncumbetwemthepmsmtdf
news and the pursuitof =
enterta:mmt.NomaﬁermW o

many highfalutin words the people
- in television use to describe the

likes of “Prime Time Live” and
“20/20” and “60 Minutes” and -

" “Dateline” and other such shows, -
. journalism but entertainment, pot =~

. news reports but shows, Therr

produoersenpythesamen@tsdf g

free speech guaranteed to all-
Americans, but it i5 a smoke

. screen and a deceit to argue that

“news” programs, They enjoy no

-such existence, and to equate

printed material that really is news
merelydragsthelatterdownto ‘
their level -

Still, there is a lesson in this

" verdict for the so-called legitimate
. pressjust as there is for the
docitainments, or whatever .
" . they're called these days. Asthe -~
‘jurors in Greenshoro said, there’'sa -
right way to cover thenewsanda

WIong way. Inthepursmtof '
mlatxmsoietl'ucalstmdardsrf

" not the law itself, are more

‘commonplace than most of us
would care to admit. Entrapment -

andsmﬂarmseslmebeen .

mereh’leadmgofeldeﬂybeef

Jmorswhoﬁnﬂagamsttheagmts

Gthewaﬁhﬁtgmmﬁ‘

of 2 trash TV show may as well,in ~

some future case, find agamst
those of a distinguished newspaper

. or magazne, Bigfoot, beware,

f Jonathan. Yardley's Internet

address is yardle,w@dark.net.

‘.

MonDAY, JaNuARY 27,1997 |




LETTERS TO THE EDITO

We Must %rk On U. S Chma Relatwns

in the Jan. 12 editorial “Agam.

China -and Human Rights,” The Post

is once again setting the rights of a
few “leading dissidents” above the
long-term 'national and strategic in-
terests of the United States. o

‘One of the basic foreign policy
goals of the United States is the
maintenance of strategic stability in
the Pacific—an objective -that cannot

" ' be achieved without the cooperation

. of China, In fact, considering the num-.

. ber of economic and strategic inter-

.ests the United States and China have

in common, it seems rather obvious.

' “that in. this post-Cold War period
~ there is not anotker bilateral relation-
ship that is more u'nportant to Wash—
ington. -,

And yet,
"would come to the conclusion. that
" U.S.-China relations begin and- end
with human rights. To- pursue this

- fixation, the editorial even urged new -
Secretary of State Madeleine Al

bright to use some “credible threat”
against China. Anyone who has had

experience with the Chinese knows

that in this case, as in all others, the
road to any progress is not through
public_intimidation of this “face:con-
scious” country but through qu.let and
'pmrate diplomacy. X

- 1t is true that in Chifa, as in most

' other- -developing countries (and China -
is still developing), human rights stan- "

-dards do not approach Western ideals.
But from the perspective of the over-
whelming majority of China's 1.2 bil-
‘lion people, this is riot an issue of
concern. '
‘China’s economic boom has opened
_the country to -the 'outside -world,

to read The Post one

raised the peoples hvmg standard_

and created a comrnunication revolu-

-tion that has. generated widespread
‘pressures for political pluratism.
Much political authority has now been .
delegated to the provincial and local *

levels, and authentic debate is no
longer. unusual within legisiatures,

which in-the past “rubber stamped” all

pohc:es that came from above.
To the amazement of many observ-
&rs, a growing number of villages and

~ townships in China are choosing their
leaders in free ‘elections. Continuing.

Jegal and judicial reforms, spu:red in'\
part by foreign investment, also are .
having a.positive effect on the life of |
the Chinese people. . -
Given time and continued econom- X
i¢, social and scholarly contact with -
the West, progress will undoubtedly
come in the human rights arena as -
well, especially after Chinese masses, -
and not just the intellectuals, beginto .

understand and acknowledge the :
problem. - Ct
LI_-:O A._ ORLEANS .
' ‘Washington . -

Intefcepting Cell__lltlar' Conbérsatibhé

In the Jan. 15 editorial regarding

the legal and ethics controversy:

surrounding Democrat ‘Rép. 'Jim

* McDermott's actions in connection

" with. the Speaker Gingrich case,
. The Post leads off by pointing out

that “it is against federal law inten- -

. tionally to intercept a cellular tele-

phone conversation or disclose the
contents of such a' conversation .

knowing it was intercepted.”

The editorial goes.on to say that
“the. law with-.regard to the inter-

cept does need to be pursued. Peo-

ple have a r:ght to a reasonable
expectanon ‘of privacy in celiular as
in other forms of telephonic' con-
versation” and “the law ought to be
enforced.” '

Yet the editorial also says that
“as a newspaper, we would defend
the right to publish the proceeds of
such an intercept if it were news-’
worthy and came to us in a certain
‘way.” But The Post gives no idea to -

‘what it means by “a certain way.”
So The Post knows what the law

s, has ooncluded that . the law 3
serves an important purpose and I
" thinks that the law should .Qe en-..

gives no special rights to newspa-. :
defend others who did so.

forced. Yet simultaneously - The -
Post serves notice that becasent:

is a newspaper (the law in- question ., ' :
pers), it would violate the law and

FRED]. ECKERT
Spotsytvania, Va. - .
The writer, @ Republican, was @
U.S. representative from New York. .

@I]c lllaﬁlmtgtonmoﬁt
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'Presses?‘

_ ByHowardKurtz o
thmgmMSuﬂWm =

. Ever. wonuer why péople’ hate the
How about a medxa mob campmg
" outside Bill Cosby’s Manhattan home,
demanding a reaction to the most un-

: 'Speakable tragedy, the murder of his
. almost cathartic—and sometimes they
don’t. But the relentless nature of to-
day’s media stakeouts gives folks little

Or the Globe supermarket tabloid

* - paying for grisly crime-scene photos of

. the murder of JonBenet Ramsey, the 6-
. year-old Colorado beauty queen? .

* . Or aDallas TV station broadcasting a "

~ woman's accusation that two Dallas
'Cowboys raped her at gunpoint, touch-

-ing; off a media furor-that subsided only.

_after the woman admxtted it was a
hoax?

Anda]ltlnsmthewakeoft.heRJch-_'

ard Jewell-is-an-overweight-loser-so-
he-must-be-guilty fiasco, which cost
NBC $500,000 to settle a potential libet

suit by themanfalsely accusedasthe'

'Olympic bomber.
Journalism has always been mtrus:ve
and has oocasnona]ly rushed to judg-

ment. -But now, in an age of instanta- -

neous satellite news, the small armies
- of reporters.and camera crews have
- grown ever larger and the on-air specu-.
_ lation ever quicker. Four out of five
people now tell polisters that the med:a
violate people’s privacy. = .-
‘Individually, many ]oumahsts say

they are appalled by the ugly stakeouts
in which people visited by tragedy have -

to run a gantlet of shouted-questions
just when they most crave privacy. But
_ since no news organization wants to be
left out if the designated quarry says

. something, each feels compelled to join .

 See MEDIA NOTES, C2 Col.3

MEDIA NOTES, From C1 __

the sea of boom mikes and tape e g
corders on someone’s front lawn,

 The Cosby family decried this “pho-

~ to-op agenda,” saymg in a statement
that “we do not accept media coming
toom'hmbecausetlnsxsatunewe-,

want for ourselves.”
In an unusual gesture of self-
- restraint, Fox News Channel and-CNN

announoedtlmywerepu]]mgoutofthe'
.Cosby stakeout and would not pester

family members for comment. “] just

'don’tthmk:t’sapm‘optmtetosudvzml-
~ .crophones in the guy's face,” Fox
o _.NewsterientJOMMoodytold

the Los Angeles Times. = . -
.How revedling: When the object of

mestahemtt;sawﬁelyadmedm&;
dia/entertainment personality, it’s easy
' to see how heartless the media siege
- seemns after the loss of a child. Why
“isn't the same courtesy extended to all
.Lmknownvmoﬂragedywhoﬁnd

ﬁmnse]mmthemothgh

Tobesme,themxrsmtdgfrm

vors—after planie crashes, murders,

suicides, earthquakes—is a staple of

-daily reporting. Sometimes people

want to talk about their loss——it ¢an be

cheice about confronting shouted ques-

. tions~—unless, asmﬂtlscase.meyhap-

pen to have a famous last name.

to own upto their excesses, as CNN

did after showing a close-up

Tom Johnson offered his “most genu-

ine- personal apology for the inclusion.
of a close-up video ‘segment of the :
crime scene; ... This is completely

outofdlaracterforusatCNN We
have standards which are much higher
than this, andlmnomysaythatltwas
anaberratlon.

Yet ‘another form: of ntrusiveness
was charged in Food Lion’s suit against

ABC. A Jury agreed last week: that.

“PrimeTime Live” producers went too

far in lying to get iobs at the supermar-

ket chain so.they could-shoot hidden-

" camera footage. The resuit: ABC. was
* socked with meore than $5.5 million in.
punitive damages. The message, at

least from 12 North Carolina jurors, is

thatdeoep’aonandcameras—ludden—ur‘
. ;?ngsareovertl'»elme evenmpursa.ulr-z;_
- ofa

good story
It’s hard to work up as much sympa-

thyforthefalselyawusedCowboys,- S
- of whom have had run-ins with the law, -
Ard the police clearly fed the flames by -

)

i emotional or romantic

of ‘Ennis -

ungthefootballstars.ButIrvmhad

~ a point when he demanded that the

press demonstrate “the same intensity”
in pursuing the false accuser, Nina
Shahravan, as it did against him. Al-

moughthedroppmgofthedlargw -
'was a big story, it faded as quickly as .

the Cowboys in the playoffs, -
- In JonBenet: Ra.msey’shonw townof

- Botlder, which has not.reacted favor- -

ably to the media. invasion, - several

~..gtores—including . $afeway, " Super
. Kmart and Kroger—refused to-carry ™

the Globe edition with the murder pho- -

. tos.ltmsawelcmnesgnthat,man

era of global communications, citizens .
mnsti[lstnkeamallblowagmnstof- '
fensive media conduct. :

Play It Agam, Sam -
:The obltuary in’ the' New York

“Timies had the sweep of history.-Mary
-Bancroft.93 a “daring, restless wom-

an,” was said to have “cut-a coquettish
swath through 20th-century history, .

- bewitching men of power even as she

d:danhantworkasanAmencanspy
in Switzerland.”
W’thhet‘benetratmg mtelhgenoe
and"legsthatmrelyfaﬂedtodrawa
second glance,” Bancroft's “intellectual, -

oonquests
cluded Carl Jung, Woody Allen and

Somenewsorgannatlonsaremﬂmg IHenryR Luce.”

Woody Aller? Could the Zelighike fig-

.wehavehadanaffatrmthBana'oft

Cosbfsdmdbodydumgafeed&om&"ftm?

Los Angeles station. In a private letter '
to Cosby and his wife, CNN President.

No.su&.l.ltx:k.Asubsequentpara

‘gmphwtforspaoe,mdsunplymatshe
-“oemmeﬁimdsthhWoodyAHen. "

AII Sex Is Local

Fxfty percent of Queens resrdents
saytheylmvesexatlastomeaweeh
compared with just 37 percent in Man-
hattan, according to a “lust list” pub- :

." lished by the New York Daily News. :
‘Talkaboutgethngmbedm&xyour

rﬁamﬁ:mmm’nmnaﬂ- |

Discuss criticism of the media with  ©
-Post medsa writer Howard Kurtz. - -

online by clicking on the above symbol -
on the front page of The Post's siteon - -
the World Wide Web at .
hétp/ www.washingtonpast.com -

publicly annomang they were mvestl-_'_' _

@he {Daﬁhmgtoumﬁt

MONDAY JANUARY 217, 1997

l.l'l-'



-

o

TyelashingtonPost

FINKL

MONDAY, JANUARY 27,1997 |

The Returns Are In:

MICHAEL WILBON

- enough, wasn't s fast as t
- thought, wasn’t strong eno

- Howard Is the MVP

"NEW ORLEANS

phone call came from -
- Washington for -
Desmond Howard
'-Sunday night.

No, it wasn’t an apo!ogy from ;

the Redskms ) )

It was President Clinton
calbing to say, “Way to go.” If
this isn't going fromthe
outhouse to the penthouse I
“don't know what is. Desmond-
Howard, let go by the Redskins
and Jaguars, is the Super Bowl’

~ XXXI MVP. In the history of

the Super Bowl, no special
teams player ever won the-
award. Until now. Disney, then

the premdf.m “He had a bunch

of congressmen over to watch
the game on the big screen,”.
Howard said. “He was aware of

. some of the trials and s
_tribulations I've had, and he Just
“gaid he was glad ] had

prevailed.”
1t may not be “Hoosiers,” but-
it isn’t bad, either, as story lines

. go. Kid goes to college, can't

play the position hé's recruited
to play-—running | back-—so he

~ switches to wide receiver and

wins the Heisman Trophy. Kid

* goes to the defending champs, .

which is what the Redskins

were in 1992, doesn'tcatchon

at the position he's drafted to
__Sée WILBON,D5,CoL 1 _

WILBON, From D1

play', sq'he's switched to punt

returner by the coach of the
most storied téam in the

league's history and wins MVP .

- of the Super Bowl.

" “Amazed?” Howard said.
“Yeah, you could say that.”
On a day when Brett Favre

‘threw a couple of electrifying

touchdown bombs and Reggie -
White became the first man to

- record three quarterback sacks

in the Super Bowl, it was still -
clear which Packer was most
valuable.

- Desmond Howard

When Patriots Coach Bill -
Parcells talked of “one play,” he -

~ was talking about Howard's first -
" Kick return for a touchdown

The garne—changer ‘the
momentum-swinger. “The game
obwously turned on that kickoff.
return,” Parcells said.

. “The backbreaker,” Howard
sa1d : .

~ and he pumped his fist,

. was rocking, the Chowderheads -
- started to rise up and make .
. some noise, Lo and behold, the

-plays and 53 yards, the final 26
_ coining on two carries by
© Martin.

. it didn’t much matter, Parceils
" thought his team did a terrible

*-Packers ahead by 12, and Coach

* . the game's most valuable

" player: He'd been paid all of
$275,000 for his services in -

- Howard said, totally without -

” The Patriots had made a
game of it Sunday when Curtis
Martin blasted up the middle for
the touchdown that cut Green -

. 'Bay’s lead to 27-21 with more
than three minutes still to play .
. in the third quarter. Momentum

had swung, the Patriots were
swelling up on their sidéline.
Parcells’s eyes were flashing

uncharacteristicaily, The dome °

AFC representative was
threatening to make 2 game of
the Super Bowi, New England
hadn’t just scored—it had run
through the Packers for sever’

I Favre, who'd just been

" bounced off the turf in

consecutive series, couldn’t get’

" something geing, the Patriots -

could cut further into the deficit

" or even take the lead.

" Well, Howard took care of
that. Caught the kickoff at the 1,

* actually dropped his right foot

back to the goal line, and took

- off up the middle. New .
.England’s Hason Graham got a .

pretty good lick on Howard, but

job covering, but who's kidding
whom? Howard had beaten the
49ers in the playoffs by busting
a'punt return for a touchdown,

-He'd returned a punt early in

the Super Bow] for 32 yards. A
Pro Bowl vote sent Carolina’s
Michael Bates to Hawa.u _
Please. :

Only 17 seconds after the -
Patriots had pulled within six,
Howard killed them. X
Touchdown, 99 yards. Longest
play in Super Bowl history. ~
Longest kick return in NFL
playoff history. “I pretty much

" st followed Don Beebe

through the hole,” Howard said.

* “At halftime, we saw some

things we could exploit. We
didn’t break the first one, but -
we got the second one. We

.didn’t get the Pro Bowl nod, but

I've told you we're the best
return.unit in the league.”
- The kick return put the

Mike Holmgren decided to go
for the kill with a two-point

* converston attempt. Favre hit

‘Mark Chmura with a pass in the
end zone and that was that:
35-21, ballgame. “Obviously,”

braggadocio, “that was a
backbreaker.” :
Tt wouldn't be-a stretch o call

©  this Howard’s day of final -
- redemption, Between the
- Redskins apd Jaguars, the

"much positive there. .

N and Holmgren saw something.
- else, “Thank God, Ron saw
. through-all the [nonsense),” .
i Howard said. He didn’t know for

" Packers until the final cut was

. coaches knew exactly what to
- do with him. And Howard knew
. exactly what to do with his third .
i chance. “The lowest point of my

. confided in Reggie White more

- Never points, never yaps, never
gets into it with opposing-
. players, Sunday was the
. exception. “That’s true—1~
.1 never really talk trash, and |

"¢ guys,” he said. “But [Patriots.
. defensive back] Corwin Brown,
" my friend from [the University

_ going to smack me down and -

- Heisman pose. | told him,
than'anybody I play my best in

: big'games.” [ guess between the

- adrenaline and the hype, I got
- ‘caught up in the moment and

" we were saying. There were a.
: 'lot of expletives in there.”

- Woodpecker giggle, More than

' managed to keep his conﬁdenc_e

- - . after being let go twice inthe .
. first four years of his career. “I

.always knew what I could do,”

' got to believe in yourself and |
“was secure in myself no matter

- put it there.”

‘kickoffs for 154 yards and six
- punts for 90 yards. It had never

- didn't even'expect them to kick -

 before the game, though, ‘They.
- can roll the dice and kick it to’
- ‘me if they want.’ " Asked if he

. pose. My new pose is the
' Lornbaxdl Trophy

scouting report on

four seasons’in the

four different coaches,
add) was that he didn't
hard enough, dida't stud

to get off the line of serimma
as a receiver, There wasn’t

Ron Wolf,, the Packers GM,

sure he had even made the

announced, but once he did the

career was when I gotahip
pointer in camp,” he said. “1
than once, and I can't tell you
how much'he meant to me.”
Almost withaut exception,

Howard.is a quiet player,
unfailingly polite and courteous.

never get into jawing with

of] Michigan, told me he was
-1 stand over me and do the

‘Corwin, you should know better

the words just started to ... ..
regurgitate. I can’t tell you what

Then he couldn’t hold it in.
Howard laughed that laugh,
something close to a Woady -

ance, he was asked how he

he said. “You.can only keep .
talent down for so long. To ..
compete on this level, you've -

what péople said or wrote. If
that’s not within the mdmdual :
external factors aren’t gomg to -

So at the end of the most
important day of his career,
Howard had returned four

crossed his mind that he'd be-

Green Bay this year. “I really -
me the ball,” he said. “I said

has a new pose now, Howard-
added, “No, I don't have.a new
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Between Hope Is Hi zstory

Clmton S Book Offered at F ire Sale Prlce

By David Streitfeld
Washmgton Post Staff Writer

If Random House . took its left-
over copies of President Clinton’s

book and made a bridge out of -

them, it would reach all the way to
the 22nd century. -
So the publisher made a spec1al

"inaugural offer” to booksellers this

month, offering them “Between

- Hope and History” for $1.50 each, -
‘only a little more than it cost to

make them.

“l think it was originally Calvin
" Trllin's line that the shelf life of
~ the average book is somewhere be--
: _tween milk and yogurt,” said Peter
. Bernstein, the newhead of Times
~ Books, the Random House division
that issued the book in August.
- The trouble with Clinton’s little

treatise is that it had the shelf life
of a carton of ice cream One left i in
the sun.

Several publishing -obse_rvers-

and booksellers said yesterday
they had never seen a publisher

‘mark down the price of a book so.

far so fast. “This is dumping,” said

" Barbara Meade of Politics and
~ Prose in Northwest Washmgton '

' “They have so many copies, they
can't get nd of them without fire-
. sale prices.”

 See PUBLISHING G2, Col. 1.

PUBLISHING I&om Gl

She saxd she wasp't attracted by
the cutrate offer. “I'm not buying -
‘any. We haven't had it since the be-
ginning of the year, andlhavenorea-'

son to put it back out again.”,
‘Maybe, Meade said, the chams

: wm:ldbemoremterested Butmaybe' N

not.:

buyer for!the Borders chain. Her

oounterpartatBanm&Nobledldnt o

return a phone call. -

When publishers: realize they have

toomanycoplesofapartmlartltle

out in the marketplace, they are in-
'creasingly - using a technique called

“shared markdown,” where the retail

- price is immediately cut 50 percent.
'Bettertomakel&esmoneythan_take'

all those unsold copies back.
Remaindering, the practlce of

nwrkmg books down to bargain- base-

ment prices to clear the warehousé—

place before a year aftér publication.
A half-million copies of “Between

* Hope and History” were printed,.and.
--about 100,000 were bought by genu-’
ine book-buyers at the $16: 95 retall_

“We havent made a decision yet” - '
. said-Ann CoSS%dY ‘the political science

- the step just before  book is declared - .
out of print—almost never takes

Bemstemdechnedtospeafyexact-:- a

lyhowsumsﬁﬂthelatestofferhas_
been.“Wesoldafmrnumberofoop-'
ies,” hesmd.Andtheyhaveafm" :
- number left—a quarter-million in.the -
_ warehouse, according to one source.. .
~ - If anybody’s interested -in picking
- up-a couple, thepubhshe.rsa:d ‘%ve'd

' love tohearfromthem

.....f...'é,

@helvaﬁl)mgtouiﬂoﬁt

The Winfrey Windfall

* Two weeks ago Wally Lamb came -
.. home from the funeral of one of his’
- -writing students, a 17-year-old girl

whohadbeenhatbyatruck.ltwas
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Tsongas Eulogized

» Paul Tsongas was remembered yester-
day by more than 1,000 mournersata -
Greek Orthodox church in Lowell, Mass.
The 1992 presidential hopeful and former
Massachusetts congressman and senator
died Saturday at age 55 from pneumonia.

“He was one of the most decent,

compassionate human beings I have ever

met,” said Warren Rudman, a former New

" Hampshire senator. Rudman and Tsongas
led the Concord Coalition, an organization
dedicated to balancing the federal budget, -

Eight speakers eulogized their friend and
colleague in 2 90-minute service. Former

- Massachusetts governor Michael Dukakis -
and Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt also
attended the ceremony. Tsongas left the
Senate in 1984 after being diagnosed with
bone cancer, yet went on to run for the

- Democratic presidential nornination i 1992,

He was buried in a private ceremony at
Lowell Cemetery.

Cisneros to Head Network
" » Henry Cisneros has confirmed reports

that he will become president of Univision,

the Spanish-language TV network. _
“It is the offering of informaticn.services

and entertainment services, news services, .

to a community that needs them and
hopefully that can use them in rmaking its

. way into the mainstream of Lins counuy.
he said, '

Cisneros, 49, recently stepped down as

secretary. of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. The former San
Antonio mayor said he needed a job that
paid more than his Cabinet post, and
confirmed that Univision will pay. hiim more
than his HUD salary of $148,000.

Harrelson,

Faces

below, winning with hemp.

: ccuewasmtoumst
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Cisneros, joining the private sector; -

Harrelson S Growmg Pains
_'w Actor Woody Harrélson made headway

yesterday in his battle to legalize hemp

_ production in Kentucky. A district judge -

there rtled that the anti-marijuana law
under which Harrelson was charged is
vague and-broad, -

“This is the first step to bemg able to grow
hemp in the Commonwealth of Kenticky,” - -
said Harrelson lawyer Beryl McCoy.

 Harrelson plantéd four seeds in June ori a
plot of land he owns in an effort to challenge
the taw. He argues that hemp, which can be
used to.make rope and clothing and-whe

- grown for that purpose cannot be used as a
drug, is 2 viablé economic alternative for

Kentucky tobacco farmers.
Judge Ralph McClanahan'’s ruling den t

'Ienl:u'e}y let Harrelson off the hook, He ~

called for a hearing to determine if the four
seeds planted last June-by Harrelson were

. _real]y industriat hemp and not marjuana.

: End Notes

"w The former Sarah Ferg‘uson has become
~ a journalist. Well; sort of: The beleaguered

Ductiess of York is conducting six -

interviews with top fashion designers for -

the French magazine Paris-Match. The first -

was ar interview with-John Galliano; a
- designer for Christian Dior. Earlier this
'month, Ferguson was named U.S.

spokeswoman for Weight Watchers. .
President Clinton and Vice President Gore

-thanked the Presidential Inaugural

Committee yesterday with a bouquet of pink
roses. The flowers will have to be shared by
hiitdreds as the work of the panel, which

organized the festivities for last weekend's -

mauguml celebration, comes to a close. ,
—Complled from staff and wire reports
by. Dana Hull

Tke Rduzbie Soufce wu'i return Tuesday




the sort of horrible event that makes

‘parents stay up all night checking on
their own. kids, which is. what 'Lamb

. had done the night before, losing' -
- sleep. Hewasfnzledandratﬂedand ;

‘depressed.
Thenthephonemng Itwastalk

show host Oprah Winfrey, telling him

she had chosen his first, and so far on-
lv, novel for her February book club
selection. His publisher, - Pocket
Books, immediately printed 700,000
copies of “She’s Come Undone,” a lev-

el that only a very few serious novelsl

‘ever reach.
"Itwashardtotakem Larnbsald

- yesterday. “This wonderful thing,.

. right after this horrible tragedy, and
'_allhappenmgatthesameume. -

The 46-ear-old Lamb teaches at

the Norwich Free Academy in Nor-

. 'wich, Conn. Winfrey had called him a -
. few years ago, just to tell him she

liked the novel, so her call this month
wasn't a complete surprise, She has

been very clear about the fact that

she;schoomngonlythosenovelsshe
lov&s

“The heroine of ‘She’s Come: Un- 9

done’ is Delores Price, and she takes . the second selection, Toni Morrison's =

us on quite a journey as she ages from
410 40,” Winfrey told her audience as

. she introduced the book on Wednes- .
-'day. “Abandoned and abused, she

drowns her sorrow in Milky Ways and
Mallomars—sound famxhax’-—untll

she becomes obese and completely

undone. Youll probably cry at her
breakdown—T] certainly did--cheer
“at her breakthrough, andym:'l]lose
" sleep bemu& you wont be. able to

That tmthus:asm always oommum-f

cates to-her audience, which is be-
tween 15 million and- 20 million
 strong. Most of them are women be-
tween 18 and 54, which just happens
- to also constitute the largest reader—
- ship for serious fiction.

) But the market has never been

- coﬁsistehtly enlarged like this before.

Crm—

“I've been a teacher for-a lot longer

than T've been a fiction writer,” said _

Lamb, whose book came out-in 1992. .
“What really excites me is the way

 she’ s made people exc:ted about read-.

ing.” o
Wmfrey’s Wednesday show began-

‘with a segment on the movie “Moth--
- er,” including star Debbie  Reynolds, -
director Albert Brooks: and Reyn-

olds’s daughter Carrie Fisher. The

" book club segment came during the | .

second half of the hour, as usual. That ™
selection was Jane H_amilton’s “The |
Book of Ruth,” about a young wom-

"an's painful coming of age.

~ One woman, identified as Sally ,
Brown, said it was the first book in 20 |
years “that I actually read all the way
through ves. . . it's sad, but it's true. .
.. I'vejust’ been busy, you know, do- .
mg what people do. ... And when
Oprah said, “You know. let s get read-
ing,’ | said, ‘Yes, ma'am.’ ”
Millions of others are obeying. The

first book choice, Jacquelyn Mit-
- chards"l'heDeepEndoftheOcean”
“ has ‘900,000 copies in print, and has
" been on the hardcover bestseller list -

longer than anyone except Tom Clan-
Plume. the paperback publisher of

“Song of Solomon,” has printed
880,000 copies in the past three

“months, which is about two-thirds as -

many copies as were sold in the previ- -
ous 19 years of the book’s existence.

‘Meanwhile, Random House has pro-- - |

duced twice as many copies of the au-"

-dio version in the last two months

(34000)thanweresoldmtheprev1-._,

‘ous 11 years (15,000).

With “The Book of Ruth? Anchor?-"

‘has printed 1,050,000 copies, and

soldmanyofthem “The demand has

been really ferocious,” said Anchor

publisher Martha Levin. “We figure:

we have at least another eight weeks
of really strong sales. That’s how long

it lasted with Toni Mornson, whlch is
my only model.”

_ @I]cmaghmgtoniﬂoﬁt
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GOP Cand1date Has Gone From Stump to Smal.l Screen

By Damel Rubm
Knight-Ridder Newsmpem

~ “The famous sourball is showing up-in unllkely
places—standing in an elevator:.on the sitcom

- *Suddenly Susan,” consoljn‘g a cast member on’

: “Saturday Night Live,” and, on Sunday, with 125
million Super Bowl viewers watching, in an ad for

. Visa. -

It’s Bob Dole, comedlan

" We'd heard the GOP presidential. candldate had

" 2 wit so barbed it had to be wrapped by his’ han-

.dlers. Since his losing bid, he's been able to let

" loose, and the result has Hollywood and Madison ™
B Avenue ringing his Waslungton office.” ‘

. In-America, you're only one career move away
- from self-parody.

On Friday, just thrée days before what he hoped

- would be his inauguration:day, the new Bob’

+ Dole—or, as his confidants would say, the real
... Bob Dole——made his first official post-eléction ap-

pearance: President Clinton was honoring the 35- -
. :year’.¢ongressional veteran at the White House
- with.the Medal of Freedém. -
% *I; Robert J. Dole,” he began, to much laughter
' '-3-andc1appmg “Sorry, wrong speech.”
.- Dolé:had good reason:for ‘the lapse, he ex-
plamed He'd fantasized ‘that: Clinton would -be
. handing him somethmg else from the ofﬁoe—‘*the
- front-door kéy.” :
=% He writes this stoff h:mself sasd Joyoe Camp-
“bell, a Dole spokeswoman
+.In threé years as the Senate. majonty leader's’
"_.’{- ‘depaty press secretary, Campbell. became used to-
- ‘requests. for copies of Dolé’s floor speeches and
- language from bills he was backing.
Now she.finds herself providing reporters wnh
_ transcnpts from “Late Night With David Letter-
- man” and “The Tonight Show.”
. OnJan. 9, for example, the NBCoomedy“Sud—
denly Susan” had a Cuban-born magazine photog-
rapher in an elevator, accompanied by his boss, -
who was prepping him for his U.S. cmzenslupex—

am. “How often has the incumbent president lost

* an election?” the editor asked.

“T can tell you, not often enough!” shot Dole
from the rear of the elevator. .
~ Soon after the November election, Dole showed
up on “Saturday Night Live” to lift the sagging
spirits of Norm McDonald, whose impersonations
of the ex-senator seemed doomed

“Bob Dole feels your pain, " the former candi--
date barked before critiquing McDonald's imper-
sonation. ‘He announced tie’d lined up work, too:
“Hello, Red Croes How may Bob Dole direct: your
call” = -

Campbell saldnertherDolenorh:shandm
sought the appearances. Produoers and casting .
agents came calling.

Dole, 73, mﬁxelatfstofa hneofpohhuansto
make the switch to acting, reversing the trend
that includes Ronald Reagan, Clint Eastwood, Son-
ny Bono and “The Love Boat’s” Fred Grandy. |

“You may remember an American Express com-
mercial from 1964 GOP vice presidential candi- -
dite William E. Miller. You may rmmnber Wil-
liam E. Miller.

The late’ Thomas P. “T1p O'Neill, onetlme
speaker of the House, hawked Commodore com-
puters with a chicken bone in his hand, and Geral-

danerraro tl:elQ&Democrahccand:datefor _

'-\nce pre51dent plugged D:et Pepex More recently,
" former VP Dan Quayle—who once slipped up -
-spelling “potato”™—-did a spot for Wavy Lay’s Pota-

-to Chips. So did out-of-office Democratic gover-

. nors Mario Cuomo and Ann Richards.
The move. is not that hard for a politician to -

make, said Bob Garfield, a Waslungton columnist
for Advemsmg Age. :
“Most of the politicians who have gone from the

. daxk side to the darker side and done commeretals-

have performed very well,” Garfield said.

“They happen to be good performers because_
- they've been performing all their lives, They get

attention for their products.”’
‘Whether people will switch from MasterCard to

Visa because Bob Dole tells them to is another

question, Garfield said. :
“You can almost never assess the unpact of an
mdmdual ad on any national marketplace,” he said,
This exposuré hasn’t-made Dole rich, though a
htﬂe image-freshening couldn't hurt him should he

head for the lecture arcuit: For his late-night talk- -
- -show appearances, he picked up about $200 a

.shot, aldes say “Satm'day nght Live” pard a little
more. = - -
The tse of Dole's lmage in an Air France print

ad after, the election was worth $3,000, which he .
" donated to Sarah’s Circle, a Waslungton nonprofit
- group-that provides meals and shelter to the elder-

ly. Campbell said. =
Dole toldVisa officials t.hat most of hlS fee for

'thatoonmwraalwﬂlalsogotochanty said Susan

Forman, a spokeswoman for the credit-card com-

pany. She would not dlsc]ose how much Dole was

paxd
Visa expects that 125 m:lhon people will see the

GO-seoondspotthatlstoalrdunngtheﬁrsthalfof'

Super Bow) XXXI, Soft-drink companies and hocu-
ry-car makers snapped up the 29 minutes of avail-
.able commercial time at an average of $2.4 million
a minute, according to Fox Broadcasting.

. That’s a record $40,000 per second, a tidy sum )

for an ad that features-a plainspoken Kansas man.

Dole’s humor is “sort of typical, self-deprecating
Kansas humor,” said Campbell, herself a native of
the Sunflower State, “Quick to the draw.”

Forman said Dole charmed the créw when they -
- made the commercial last week in Pittsburg,

Tex.-—a last-minute stand-in for his native Rus-
sell, Kan., where it was apparently too cold to
“'stage a moc.k homecoming-parade for. the losing

presidentiat candidate. Vlsalsholdmgdetallsofthe '

adclosetothevest.

-“I- would have to tell you that he was an absolute )
dehght to work vmth Forman said. “He didn't re-

lmmmg about what - they do. -He was incredibly
_ chanmng and hugely flmny-——that wit of his is non-

stop.”

~ Dole everi wrote his own lines for the Visa
" press release, explaining that he accepted the job

““because it Jooked like a lot:of fin, it showcases my

-,-_horne fown and it’s a nice bréak from working on
. my ifaugural address.” ' '

‘Tﬂunkbe’shamgaiodofﬁmvnthsomeof

the things he’s doing,” Forman ‘said. “He’s sort of -
reinventing himself—or letting the real Bob Dole

out.”
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A second chance

for a First Lady

’ en a reporter asked the
. first lady how she -would
ever get to know her, thie

first lady replied tartly; “You don't

need to know me. I'm only the pres-

Rl the mother of his

Y- daughter” -
| Of course, this
| wasn't Hillary
B Rodham Clinton,
or even Rosalynn
Carter. That first

f Bess Truman.
} When Mrs. Tru-

Suzanne }o continue r:fgu'—
ar press confer-
Helds © ences with

. T reporters ag-. .
- Eleanor Roosevelt, her predeces-~
- sor, had done, the women reporters .

-were enraged — leas: because of

“what that said about Mrs.-Truman: -
.wives do anything they didn’t want
:them to'do; The exeepno:i was Edith

than what it meant forthe reporters

themselves. Without weekly press.
conferences, theéir bylines would be -
* exiled from the front pages of their

newspapers to the women's pages

(as they were called) in the back,

"Aboiit tead and women who

" “home to bake cooldes.

. Reporters covering Hillary Rod-

. ham Clinton have no such problem.
Mrs. Clinten no doubt makes the
front pages more than she might’

like with discussions of fashion and

. hzﬁr and__ Speculation‘ a_boi_xt sub-

Suzanns leds, a colummsr for
'T'he Washington Times, is nationally
Her.column appearshere

_ ' Monday and Thmsda)t

ey ident’s wife and .

lady had to be

man decided not.

poenas, grand Juries and assorted )

felonies. When the first lady
changed the design of her Oscar de
ia Renta inaiigural gown from

short sleeves to long, David Let-

terman cracked that she wanted
the sleeves to be long enough to
hide her handcuffs. Mean. The
Wzll Street Journal sbserves that

‘the White: House is. increasingly -

worried that she faces an indict-
ment soon. Every reporter intown

‘nods knowingly. .
While the president has spel.ted
out lots of little and big things he
wants to do in his second term, he is.
" less than forthcoming about the role
_of his wife. For good reason. His big
* mistake gt the beginning of his first

terni was to put his wife in charge

of “reforming” healthcare. Hillary

may continue her strong influence

.behind the scenes but she will play

as safe a8 Socks in publie.
Most - presidents have not let

Wilsort, who was accused of running
a "petucoat government” after her
husband had a stroke.

It’s an fronic turn of distaff power
or maybe a Machiaveillian inter-

- pretation, but Hillary continues to. -

absorb heat that might otherwise

- burn her husband. She also remains
an gsset to the president as she uses,

her bully pulpit to assuage disaf-

fected. liberal Democrats, As the’
“president moves his rhetoric right-

ward toward. center, she remains

‘'resolutely on the left. Even after the
. president repudiated hilarious

notions of a right wing conspiracy

-leading the press, Hillary said in an

interview on C-Span over the inau-

-

. gural weekend that she still
" believed in a “media food chain”

directed by the right that was
responsible for false stories about

songl life,

It's not difficult to xmaglne that-
the most painful moments for the.
_First Lady have been over the sex~

uzl accusations of Paula Jones
against her husband. America

reelected her husband in spite of a -

general consensug that hes vul-
nerable on the character issues.
Fbagnving is not so easy for a wife
todo.

In éur medm-drnren age, it's

mcreasmgly difficult for.the first
couple to separate their private lives
from their public ones. Nowhere
has this been niore obvious'than in
ﬁ}e Clinton White House. In “Affairs
of Sta

couple, Gil Troy, a professor of his-
tory at McGill University in. Mon-
treal finds that voters increasingly
d.lTlippmve of a first lady inﬁuencmg

He mekes & persuaswe case that

even Eleanor- Roosevelt was more’
Lady Godiva than. Lady MecBeth,

more crusader than powerbroker
{though it boggles the imagination to

picture Eleanor Roosevelt as Lady
“Godiva). -

Had Bob Dole been eIected Elxz—
abeth Dole would have tested the

concept of first lady in an unprece-.

dented way, by keeping her own job
as President of the Red Cross. It's
not clear how that woulu have
worked, -

Forscoth, we don't need a Lady
MacBem or a Lady Godiva, either.
We've come a long way from the

days where corporations inter--

viewed wives of prospective execu-

tives before they interviewed their

_ " a new book about the rise
-and rejection of the presidential’

By .loseph Knollenherg

t's amazing how far we've come

.if1 the years since then-President

Ronald Reagan made his fa.mous
“Evl! Empire” speech..

The Cold War is over, the Soviet
military-industriat machine has all
but collapsed, and Communism no
longer looms large in the minds of
most Americans as a potential
thréat to the security of our nation.
Tronically, however, the aftermath of
this threat from years gone by does
represent one of the most weighty

defense-related issues of our time.

As we head into the 215t century, the

.question of how te safely and per-

manently dispose of plutonium from

dismantled atomic warheads mist -

be addressed.

The danger here is a false sense
of nuclear security. Current esti-
mates show that-between the US.
and .Russia, some 100 tons of
weapons- de plutonium are still

—enough tomake -

thousands of nuclear weapons.
While the state of global affairs

today seems relatively free of ten-

sion, it will be folly to take long-term

comfort from what really is 2 fleet-

ing snapshot in time. What about 10,
50, or even-100 years frofinrnow? No

. one-can'pi'edict the future shape of

world affairs with any degree of
accuracy. Indeed, we must start
now, without any hesitation, to
ensure that all of. our surplus

- weapons-grade plutoftium is ren-

dered unusable for eternity.

Recently, the Department of

Energy announced a “dual track"

husbands, but methinks their theo- | -

ry lingerson in political life: “A good
wife can't help a husband as much
asa bad wife can hurt him.”

Joseph Knollenberg, Republ:can_

of Michigan, ‘is @ member of the
.House of Representatwes

decision to dispose of excess US

weapons stockpiles. One option, the

“vitrificaiton eption” would entail
mixing the ptutonium: with highly

‘radioactive waste and immaobilizing

it in either a glass or ceramic com-
pound for subsequent burial in
deep geological depositories.
Although this would isolate it and

make it more difficult to retrieve
and handle, there is no assurance

that it cannot be used again, since
the plutonium, though diluted,

would remain inits weapons-grade .

form.

In the second ‘option, weapons--

grade ‘plutonium would be mixed.
with uranium, made into fuel (called

MOX) and burned in commercial
nuclear reactors. The “MOX option” ~
- faces fewer technological barriers,

since several countries have already
used this process to recycle their

-spent fuel rods. Furthermore; it
-would actually reduce the overall
amount of weapons-grade plutoni-.

um, because the long, sustained
irradiation of a commercial reactor

<changes. much of it into heavier,

reacnon-ml'ﬂbmng isotopes. How-
ever, there are some who argue that
any US. pursmt of the MOX irradi-
ation option would serve to under-

- gut U.S. non-proliferation policy.

Their views embrace the United
States decade old policy that

encourages proliferation-resistant”.

fuel cycles, but it fails to address the
current plutonmm question before

In makms the deciston to pursue -

option two, the Department of Ener-
gy has recognize that some of the
plutonium in need of disposition

‘would not lend itself to consumption
- MOX fuel and would require anoth-

er disposal procedure. However, it

_ also found that the technological

‘merthe flnal naﬂsmthewmnofﬁle

_owe it to ourselves and to the

The nuclear dlsposal' program

Whitewater and her hushand’s per- |

barriers to vitrification are formi-
dable and will require further
research  and development. Fur-
thermore, the Russians have repeat-
edly emphasized the fact that they
regard their excess weapons-grade
plutonium as a valuable energy

‘resource. They will view with sus-

picion any U.S. proposal which seeks
to merely immaobilize it father than
destroy it completely. For these rea-

“sons, I initially applauded this “dual

track” approach. However;, I have

. recently béen dismayed by internal

rumblings that the administration
may try to pay hp-service to Russia|-
and endorse the MOX option onlyto
ultimately abandon it in an apparent
cave-int to nuclear activigts. -

It: should be noted that in this
complex matrix of issizes, the pro-|
liferation-based criticism of MOX|
fuel is a leaky rhetoricat boat. This} -
program gets rid of the plutoniam.|.
It does not create more and it cer-

- tainly does not encourage the sepa-|-
- rationof plutonium. Also, it mustbe].

noted that the vitrification option if

fraught with its own proliferation |

risks. Since that option does not

' destroyor degrade the waste, it, too, | .
is regarded by some asa prohfera-
_ tion risk since the plutonium could

conceivably be retrieved and rede-
pioyed in wéapons. i
The administration would dowell |

-to stick 1o its original course.

Whether MOX or vitrificaiton
becomes the ultimate disposal
method is beside the point. We can-
not allow politics to dissuade us
from scientifically sound ‘options.:
Instead, we should do -everything
possible to quickly and safely ham- |

Cold War age, lest it rise again

gener_ario_ns of the World
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Ethlcal exemptlons for th¢ Executlve

By Mark R. Levm

' n Sept 7, 1995, Sen Bob
Packwood announced his res- ,
ignation from the U.S. Senate.

-Mr. Packwood resigned because the
' Senate Ethics Committee recom-

mended his expulsion. The recom-
mendation was based on, among

other things, a multi-year investi-'

gation in which the committee
received testimony from nimerous

women who accused Mr. Packwood -

of sexual harassment. Moreuver,
Mr. Packwood’s perscnal diaries,

~ which he was required to deliverto- = -
_the committee, proved damning.
.. Unfortunately for Mr. Packvoud,
: he was merely a juhior senator from

a small state (Oregon). Had he

. served in the highest office in the

land- — namely, president of the
United ‘Statés — hé-would have
escaped accountability for his miis-

-~ conduct. You see, there is 10 equiv-
- alent of the Senate Ethics Cemmit-
_tee in the executive branch. And, the

last time I checked our Constitution,
sexual harassment is not- an
impeachable offense. That leaves

- the courts as the only institution

available to adjudicate charges of
sexual abuse involving a sitting
president. But President Clinton,

" who was sued by Paula Jones for,

among other tlﬁngs,_sexual'harass-
ment, claims that the Constitution
grants him immunity from such
lawsuits, at least until he leaves

‘office.

. Well, then, if the Supreme Court

adopt_s tl_le Clmton 1mmumty rule,”

_ Mark R. Levm is preszdent of :
.. Landmark Legal Foundation anda .

contnbutmg editor of Natwnal

IRewew

thecretically Mr. Clinton wxll be free
to sexually harass young ladies
throughout his tenure, won'’t he? Mr.
Packwood’s mistake, it seemns, is that
he got.élected to the wroing office.
While his despicable behavior drove
him from the Senate, it would not
have disqualified him from serving

" as president. Conversely, while Mr.
Clinton is safe in the Oval Office, had

he been elected to a lesser office, he

mxght well face expulsmn .
‘And what if President Clinton and

- Speaker Gingrich switched jobs?
‘The House Ethics Committee found

that Mr. Gingrich failed to hire qual-.
lfxed tax counsel and provided

“inaccurate, incomplete and unreli-
able” infori_nation to. committee
investigators. These offenses result-
ed in Mr. Gingrich's reprimand and
a $300,000 cost assessment. :
, Presumably Speaker Clinton
would have a heck of a problem. For
instance, in 1978, 1979, 1980, 1984
and 1985, the Clmtons claimed

phony, ‘even non-existent, interest .:
deductions on their federal income -
“tax returns. And it 1993, the Clin-
- tons didn’t disclose to the IRS -a‘_

$58,000 benefit they received when -

they were released from a White-
water debt. Who were the qualified

_lawyers advising the Clintons: —

Webb Hubbell, Bernie Nussbaum,

'Vince Foster, Bxll Kennedy and
- Bruce Lmdsey? In any event, it.

appears the Clintons not only failed

to hire qualified tax counsel, but’

they failed to pay their fair share in
income taxes. Are they guilty of tax
fraud? Is the IRS auditing them?

"~ Moreover, since the Clintons pro-

- vided “inaccurate, incomplete and
unreliable™ information to the IRS,
- will they reimburse the taxpayers
for costs associated with any. gov-
ernimerit audit or investigation? If”
56, will the Clintons pay those costs. -
out of their own pockets, or will they -

tap well-heeled landscapers, drug

?dealers, foreign nationals and Bud-
dhist monks for contributions? Of

course, there’s always the cattle
futures market. - :

Speaking of Buddhist monks let’s. .
" “intentionally misled” the public’
" about this event or he acted “reck-

not forget Vice President Al Gore

- What if he switched jobs with

Speaker- Gingrich? On April 26,
1996, Mr. Gore attended & polmcal

fundraxser at the Hsi Lai Buddhist

temple in Hacienda Heights, Ca.

This is where a Buddhist nun
allegedly contributed $5,000 in
. laundered funds to the Democranc :
" dent’s inaugural call to stop being

Party :
Last Friday, on NBC’s 'Ibday

- Show, Mr. Gore finally admitted the
_obvious. He said: “T did not know -
that {the Buddhist temple event]
was a fundraiser, But I knew it was -
a political event and I knew there
were finance people who were going -
to be present. And so that alone
-should have told me this was-inap-

propriate, this was a mistake, don’t
do this. And [ take responmblhty for

that” And I thought Mr. Gore orxg- '

mally clalmed this was nothmg
maore tharra “community outreach”

. event,

Well, perhaps Mr. Gore's recollec-
tion is improving as more evidence of
his involverment comes to light. The
Associated Press reports: “A Demo-
cratic: Party memo shows that just
three days before the April 29, 1996
[fundraiser], the DemocrancNauon-
al Committee’s finance office told the
vice president’s office that Gore was
expected to‘extend apprecmtlon for
participant support and inspire polit- !
ical and fundraising events’ -

Of course, as speaker, Mr. Gore
would not easily escape responsi-

" bility for his “mistake” After all, he '

was the main attraction at th:s ;
fundraising event. And, as Reps.
McDermott and Bonior would stre-

- ly remind him, it is illegal to-use a

tax-exempt msntutxon such as a

“Buddhist temple, to “launder” funds

for partisan polmcal purposes.
Apparently Mr. Gore has either

lessly” But since he’s the vice pres-
ident, and not the speaker, he need-
't fear a reprimand or fine. Insiead,

‘he’s free to travel the country

shamelessly . preachmg “campalgn
finance reform.”
I promised I'd follow the presi-

“divisive and petty” Oh well There
Igo agam
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- Asjans are buying up

By Tom Squitieri -
USA TODAY

Higher visibility and clout in

. the U.S. political system long

have been goals of many Aslan-
Americans.

But the attention
coming their way
these days is far
from what most of
them sought.

“A lot of allega-
tions are being
made of the ‘Asian .
Connection,” that

America or gaining

motes busmes ‘between Asian
nations and American firms.
“Different countries have dif-
ferent cultures and different
philosophies,”- Tam said. “That

is the way business is done. Itis -
~all who you know, the connéc-

tion, a littte bit of
. networking.”

say reports of im-
proper donations to

have come at a bad
time. Clinton is be-
ing urged to name
an Asian-American

influence,” said — cesemmungrewsvaap  to his Cabinet; in the
Francey Lim Young-  Trie: Image taken ° light of the news sto-
berg, executive di- from television. ries about donations,

rector of the Con-.
gressional Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Caugus Institute, a nonparti-
san educati_on group,

“This is just an unfair por-

trayal of the whole Asnan-Amer-

ican community."”
Headlines about Asnan—Amer-

" icans illegally funneling dona-

tions from foreign nationals and
misidentified campaign dona-
tions have raised concern
among Asian-American lead-
ers, As in any business commu-

" nity, they say, reasons for giving

and fund-raising are varied, but

- there's no orchestrated effort to

buy influence. -

“We all have different agen-
das,” said Susan Tam, executive
director of the Asian Business
League. The organization pro-

-his advisers may -

back away.

One contender is Chang-Lin
Tien, chancellor of the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley.
He is a possibility to replace En-

ergy Secretary Hazel O'Leary..

Among Asian-American busi-
ness owners who made large
contributions, reasons for giv-

ing are varied. For some, the

donations were important to in-
crease stature while soliciting
overseas business:

»In March 1996, Charles

-Yah Lin Trie delivered

$640,000 in donations he raised
for Clinton’s Whitewater de-
fense funds.. He and his family
also contributed $145,000 to

Clinton between October 1991

and October 1996.

Some advocates -
for Asian-Américags

President Clinton -

AP

" Tien: Chances for. secre-
tary nomination may be slipping.

In April 1996 he was named
to the Commission on United
States-Pacific Trade and Invest-
ment Policy. That position gave
Trie (pronounced Tree) pres-
tige he could use in séeking
Astan clients for his import-ex-
port business.

| o Johnny Chien Chuen
Chung and his company, Auto-
mated Intelligent Systems Inc,,
donated $356,000 to the Demo-
cratic National Committee
from August 1994 until June
1996, :

His rewards: private White

House tours for prospective
business clients and a portfolio
he passes out that is festooned
with color photos of him and
Clinton, including one taken in
the Oval Office.

- Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus lmqmle

“A lot of allegations are being made of
the ‘Asian Connection,’ that Asians are
buying up America or gaining influence.
This is just an unfair portrayal of the -

- whole A51an-Amer1can community.”.

— Francey Lim Youngberg.

A brochure that Chung, 41,
uses has 10 photos of him with’

_Hillary Rodham Clinton and a

copy of a note from the first
lady thanking him for support
and friendship. That was used
by Chung to help sell his fax ser-
vice to California Gov. Pete Wil-
son, a Republican.

Chung made 49 visits to t.he
White House from early 1994 to
June 1996.

» Pauline Kanchanalak has

donated $260,785 to Democrats -

from October 1992 to Septem-
ber 1996. She is president of the
Washington, D.C,, business con-
sulting firm Ban Chang Interna-

" tional USA.

In 1994 Kanchanalak wanted.

to arrange a White House cere-

mony for a US-Thai business
council that she heiped orga-
nize, Through her contacts, the
ceremeny took place Oct.- 6,
1996. Clinton and the Thai
prime minsiter greeted a gorup
of Thai and American business
leaders in the White House and

expressed support for strength-

ening bilateral business ties.
Some of the money donated
from Kanchanalak and Trie
was returned by Democrats be-
cause of questions of propriety.

Other donors say it’s simply ~

part  of the political process,,
Ciao Jen Wang and his wife,

Yuen-Fung Chu Wang, of Ar-| .

lington, Va., gave $100,000 to!
Clinton’s campaign in 1992,
then followed up with about
$62,000 since. They gave be-.
cause they-thought Clinton !
“would be a good president,”
Yuen-Fung Chu Wang said.

“We're pld, we have no ambi-
tions, no requests,” she said.!
“We did it because we're die-
hard Democrats and we think
Mr. Clinton is a good person.”

"Wang and her husband have
attended a few White House
dinners but never enjoyed
perks like spending the night in |
the Lincoln bedroom, she said.
“We haven't piven him that
much,” she said.

> A new low? 1A

o



7 more Whlte House changes

Preparing for President Clinton’s second term, the |

. White House made seven key staff changes Wednesday. .

- Rahm Emanuel, special projects director, takes over .
for senior adviser George Stephanopoulos, who is leav-
ing to teach, do TV commentary and write a book.

- John Podesta, a former White House aide, and Sylvia

Mathews, chief of staff at the Treasury, become deputies

to new White House chief of staff Erskine Bowles. o

- Political director Doug Sosnik was elevated to coun- -
- selor to the president for polmcal affairs. His stock rose

as Clinton’s fortunes reversed in the campaign.

Bowles, taking over from Leon Panetta, said he does-

" not expect bureaucratic infighting: “I have set about to
build a team — and I want to stress that word ‘team’ — a
team with sharp minds but not sharp elbows.”

.~ He also announced that James Steinberg, chief of staff
at the State Department, and Army Brig. Gen. Donald |
Kerrick would be deputy national security advisers.

‘Victoria Radd, deputy director of conunumcatlons ‘
has been tapped to be Bowles’ chief of staff. _

. Bowles said Clinton hoped to announce several more
Cabinet officers Friday. The president has yet to name

his choices to head the departments of Labor, Transpor-

tation, Energr and Housing and Urban Development.

FEMALE SOLDIERS TO STAY ‘Despite recent re- -

‘ports of rape and sexual harassment at military bases,
no consideration is being given to redueing the presence
of women in the Army, the service’s top general said.
Gen. Dennis Reimet, Army chief of staff, was asked
whether he had aslgged anyone to look into reducing the
' number of women in the service or barring them entire-
ly. “I don't think that would be in the best interest in the
Army,” he replied. He said women should continue to be
barred ‘from combat-related ]ObS

SPY SATELLITE ANNOUNCED: For the first -

time since America’s spy satellite program was started
~in the late 1950s, the government anhounced a recon-
naissance satelhte launch before it occurred. The Penta-
gon said a Titan IV booster will lauff¢h the satellite Fri-
day from Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

"USA TODAY
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Mlssloh accomplished

Two Naval Academy midship-
men somehow got into the Penta-
pon one night late last week and
plastered the doors of top Army

oflicials with a simple message: -

“Go Navy. Beat Army™”

“It's just part | of the hassle we

iry to give the Army," explained

"David Wolynski, a 23-year-old An-

napolis senior from Orlando, Fla.
The mission plan called for Mr..

* Wolynski and fellow midshipman

Jim Prouty; accompanied by their
enlisted adviser, who happens to
be a Navy Seal, to enter the build-
ing accompamed by a senior

.Navy officer. Once in, they

ditched the officer and headed

" . for the corridors of senior Army .

officials, including Army Secre-

tary 'Ibgo West Jr.

“We're wohdering how the

" * senidr officials reacted,” Mr )

Wolynskl said.

- Mr. West's office declined com-

ment. On Saturday, by the way,

. Army won the annual showdown,

28-24,

No longer endangered '

."Sen. Jesse Helms, North Caro-
lina Republican, will be happy to
know that Environmental Action,
one of the nation’s oldest environ-
mental groups, is now extinct.

.Based in Takoma Park and
credited for orchestrating the
original Earth Day celebration in.

1970, the group, commonly re-

“ferred to as EA, cites fund-’
" raising problems as one reason

for its demise. Another is that’
group had strayed too far from -
its original environmental focus -
into sacial areas, even working to-
ward campaign fmance reform.

"EA was no stranger to politics.

Each year the group issued its

“Dirty Dozen" list, purporting to
show the worst: envlronmental of-
fenders on Capitol Hill. GOP law-

"makers such as Sen. Alan Simp-

son of Wyoming and former Rep.

Bob Michel of Hlinois, EA

charged, stoad for “dirty air and

. filthy water” and “put special in-

terests ahead of the health of
their constituents.” .
But EA threw its special “life-

" time achievement award® on the

back of Mr. Helms, saying in ref-
erence to his outspoken opposi-

» tion to pornography: “When it

comes to the environment, Jesse

. Helmsis obscene

Joy to the' world

Sashes worn by members of an

international children’s choir that-

-performed Christmas arrange-

ments at the White House last
week identified each of the chil-
dren's countries: “Switzerland,”

“Kenya," "Thailand"” and, our-con-
. gressional source was surpr:sed .
- to see, “Palestine

Sitting ducks

Thousands of Washington-area o

residents live near National Air--
port, and Citizens for the

- Abatement of Aircraft Noise is

concerned about the recent wave

. of wave-offs. -
When an aircraft is not able to

land because of -some obstruction

0N OF néar a runway (say, a plane
~filled with passengers), a- wave- -

off occurs.
“Such action is requlred atthe’

discretion of the pilot or upon di- -

rective from the control tower;”

- explains CAAN, which adds that
" - because of restrictions imposed

on National Airport, all wave-offs
take place to the west of the air- -

port, just 4 few hundred feet over -

Crystal City and the remainder of
Arlington and Alexandria.

The group cites one day in re-
cent weeks when there were no
fewer than three wave- offs From
National.

-“For residents underneath the
plane, it is often frightening,”

CAAN notes. "Such an unex-

seeking an explanation were
brushed off by the Federal Avi-

. ation Administration and the
-Metropolitan Washington Air-

© ports Authority, perhapg signal-
ing “prablems with gver- ;

_ crowding” of fhghts ‘at National.

CAAN is urging residents to

|

Environmental Action and Jesse '
Helms saw obscenity differently.

. ,_: .__write- d request .
. -the-FAA-and MW, e
" wave-off statisticg_avai]ablg.-

Tough being a writer

We’ve seen Gary Aldrich’s
name on the best-seller list for
several months now. Obviously
he’s raking in the dough with his
book *Unlimited Access: An FBI
Agent Inside the Clinton White

- Houge! -

Think agatn '

In fact, if the White House has
its way, Mr. Aldrich may never .

2\ see a dime in book royalties..
“I put all I own on the line to

pected event in the densely pop-
ulated urban commuuity around
National Airport is not only noisy
but represents a safety hazard”
Furthermore, the group
: charges that f rlghtened residents

expose the criminal behavior and

liscredited security procedures

in the Clinton White House,” Mr.

. Aldrich writes in.a public appeal
far donations. “Now, my wife,

. Nma, and I and our.three young

chl dren could lose everything.

. House staff. His book details how

- ments and sex-toys.

- foundation $29 will receive a

That's nght everythmg"
‘Attorney General Janet Reno, -

the former FBI agent writes \ls

deciding whether to prosecute,

+ him and confiscate the proceeds
of his book, as the FBI recom-
mends. He calls it a “political
vendetta” launched by President} '
Clinton and- Hll!ary Rodham Clm-
ton.

" Mr. Aldrich was assigned to

the White House for the last five

years of his career, performing
background checks on thie White

the Clinton White House alleg- -
edly abused everything from fed-
eral laws to common decency —
.from covering up drug use by
staff members to decorating the
White House Christmas tree with
condoms, pornographic orna--

*“Even now, the Clinton admm-
istration lawyers are threatening
to tie up all my assets and keep
me in court for six years or
more,” Mr. Aldrich writes in his
letter. He says he's already spent
nearly $100,000 in legal fees, ex-
hausting his life savings fighting
lawyers from the FBI, Justice
Department and White House.

. The Southeastern Legal Foun- -

. dation in Atianta, which backed -
the publication of *Unlimited
Access,” says it will represent the
ex-agent in court, but only'with =
continued fundmg Mr. Atdrich
writes that those who send the

hardcover copy of the bbok; $79
‘gets donors a copy ““that I've per:
sonally autographed "
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antrists, go home
jwo professors, after analyzing
election returns for 1994 and
6, have concluded that voters

4 to reject centrists rather’
those with strong liberal or
servative ideologies. -

plitical science at Manchester

an, professor of psychology at
Manchester, categorized House
incumbents according to ratings
by the American Conservative
Union and the liberal Americans
for Democratic Action.

“In 1994, the conventional wis-
dom regarding that year’s Repub-
“ lican sweep was that voters had
decisively rejected old-style lib-
eralism,” the professors say.
“Upon closer analysis, though,
moderate Democratic in-

- cumbents were more likely to
lose their bids for re-election
than were liberal ones,” even in

- marginal districts. '
“Over the last two House elec-
tions, liberal Democratic in-
cumbents have won 95 percent of

a rejection of their ideology”

The professors added:
“Though less decisively than was
the case for liberal Democrats in
1994, conservatives won a full 94
percent of their races” and did-
better than centrists even in mar-
pinal districts. “As with the -
Democratic incumbents in 1994,
the more ideclogically extreme

‘Republican incumbents also re-
ceived a higher percentage of the
vote than did their more moder-
- ate colleagues”
In short, political pund.tts have
. completely misread the last two,
elections, the professors opine.
© *“No¢ matter what people may |
say they want, or what analyst$™
say people want, recent election
results suggest that voters have
not rewarded ideological moder-
. ation. Moreover, even if the eiec-
~ . . torate desires bipartisanship,
they likely have not picked the
best people to bring it about. Con-
trary to today’s convennonal wis-
dom, the voters seem more com-
fortable with those on either side
of the street than,with those in
the rmddle of the road o .

Trust but verlfy’

Leonard Williams, professor of
ollege in Indiana, and Neil Woll- |

their re-election efforts — hardly

Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott is happy to see Leon E. -
Panetta depart as White House =
chief of staff — along with a
number of other hlgh-rankmg
pre&dent:al aides.

Appearing on “Fox News Sun-
day,” Mr. Lott said that “some of

- the scars that we acquired over
_ the last two years, you know, he -
. [Mr. Panetta} was involved in

him, T rhmk Erskine Bowles as
the new chief of staff gives us an
opportunity to work together ina
positive way”

The Mississippi Republican
later expanded on that theme -
during questioning by host Tony

. Snow.

“Is it trust but verify with this

crowd?" Mr. Snow asked.
Absolutely, trust but venfy

that. So, without being critical of

| Compiled by Greg Pierce

Mpr. Lott replied. “Actually, I think
the president would do more and
wants to do more than some of
the staff around him would like
for him to do. I mean, he's been |
surrounded by some very liberal

_ people, headed by Leon Panetta,

who's been involved with the bud-

get wars far 20 years. And I think .

he’s brought too many scars, oo’
Inany past memories to really get
the job dore. And, of course,
[George] Stephanopoulos and
{Harold] Ickes I mean.2 lot of
the people . . '

At this pomt Mr. Snow inter-
rupted to ask: “So, you're happy
to see all of them .. "

"“Qh, very pleased” Mr. Lott in-

. terjected. “Now, we'll — so now

maybe we can see whete the
president really is, but I — you

. have to proceed caunously with

him. You've got to be careful not
to be charmed by him. But we

come from the same neck of the
woods. It will be harder for him
‘to charm me, maybe, than some

.others. I'll be trying to do the

same thing to him.’

Midlife crlsis

The Weekly Standard’s Tucker
Carlson, in examining James
Carville’s jihad against indepen-
dent counsel Kenneth W. Starr,
has come up with a2 new explana-
tion.

“In the end, however, it is hard
to escape the feeling that the
artacks on Starr have less to do
with defending Clinton than with
whatever sort of midlife crises
affect political consultants,” Mr:

.Carlson writes. “Carville clearly

is bored with the lecture and
book circuit, and aches to get
back into pohncs The anti-Starr
crusade has afforded him just
such an opportunity, and Carville
has turned it into a para-political
campaign, complete with a saber-
sounding name (the Education
and Information Project), a war
room in his office, endless rounds
of frenzied phone calls, and a-

" group of well—meamng young

people’ to help

Frothing, rabld dog

Mary-Matalin, the former Re-
publican pohncal operative, is
not easing up on her husband,
James Carville, for impugning
the motives of Whitewater inves-
tigator Kenneth W. Starr.

“It stretches any credulity 1o
believe that the White House |

could not stop this rabid dog,"
Mrs. Matalin said on “Fox News
Sunday” “He's'riot my husband
when I speakK of him asa

- frothing, rabid dog. He's clearly a
front for the president. ... If any-
one is close to obstruction of jus-
-tice, it's the president of these
United States,_whose pit bull i :s
out front>~—"

Of polls and partisans -

James Carviile may be encour-
aged by a new CBS poll that
shows many Americans think in-
dependent counsel Kenneth W. .
Starr is oonductmg a partisan in-
‘vestigation to damage the presi-
dent.

Forty-two percent of respo

{s said Mr. Starr is engaged in
prob:ﬂt:zl}llﬁ}s%ercent )
id | early 25°
‘percent said they do not know.

Sound bite

NBC correspondent Andrea
Mitchell does not believe the
nomination of Madeleine K. Al-
bright o be secretary of state .
was “gender politics” by the
president to reward women for

- their election support.

. *I think it's sound-bite politics,”
Miss Mitchell said yesterday on
NBC's “Meet the Press”

She said Mrs. Albright has
been the “best person out there
te carry the water” for the ad-
ministration in terms of “making

" the case” for its foreign policy.

Miss Mitchell said it’s obvious.
the White House was not pleased
with Secretary of State Warren -
Christopher’s performance as an
administration messenger.

She said someone in the White
House once asked her about the
possibility of getting “television

- coaching™ for Mr. Christopher.

Hayden’s challenge

Tom Hayden, the 1960s radical
and longtime California state leg-
islator, had no luck running for

. the U.8. Senate in 1976 or for gov-

* ernor two years ago, but now he
has set his sights on another
high-profile office — mayor of
Los Angeles. -

Mr. Hayden told the Los An-
geles Times he is “definitely-
moving in that direction,” and
several anonymous sources say
the former husband of Jane
Fonda definitely will challenge
Republican Mayor Richard Rior-
dan in the April election.

Bhe Washington Times
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Feree Windand Rain Tear Up Seceral St Killng o Least 35,

|

By RICK BRAGG

' From Arkansas, where tornadoes
devastated.a small town, to Ohio and
Kentucky, whete floods swept cars

off the Toads and sucked two people _

down into culverts, a front of deadly

siorms splintered homes and killed
a} least 35 people over, the weekend.
i People who su

pbundmg winds called it the most

violent day of weather in memory.

" The storm front sent floods, torna-

does and springlike thunderstorms.

through eight states, as far south as

‘Mississippi and Tennessee and as far -
north 'as Ohio, but no state suffered

worse than Arkansas. There, the
twisting winds of several tornadoes
flattened buildings and houses, killed

24 people and injured 200 in a few

short hours Saturday night.

Much of the havoc occurred in the
college -town of Arkadelphia, Ark.,-
where tornadoes leveled most of the
downtown, killed six people, buried
several of the 83 injured in rubble,

and blew the clock and-capstone off -
- the Clark County Courthouse.

Judy Slight was found mostly un-
hurt in the ruins of her shop, Shaw's
Garden Florist and Tea Room.

“] heard the storm coming,” said

Ms. Slight, whose shop was one of

more than 100 homes and businesses

destroyed in Clark County. “I looked

up ‘and saw the glass windows com-
ing at me. [ ducked under the
counter. That was the last thing
saw, the glass. Then, a few minutes

later, I heard voices asking me if I

was all right. I said, ‘I'm fine.” And 1

was. The Lord took care of me.” -
The tormadoes that-struck Arka-

delphia, a town of some 10,000 people

about 70 miles southwest of Little !

Rock, were part of the wider storm

. system that, riding on the springlike
weekend,

temperatures .of - the
spawned dozens of twisters and

- heavy rains.-
As rescue workers in Arkansas .
- picked through piles of wreckage

leaking for survivors, torrential

rains created fast-rising floods that

caught both drivers and pedestrians
unaware. Seven people drowned in
Kentucky and two in Ohio; and hun-

dreds of people had to flee their

hpmes. Yesterday, rescuers used
helicopters and boats to search for 11
people still missing in flooded areas
of southern Ohie and Kentucky.

* Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas -
_warned that the death toll could rise

as rescue workers continued to sift
through the rubble of homes and
businesses.

“This was an absoluteiy extraordi-

nary event of weather,”” Mr. Hucka-

bee said as National Guard units
helped police officers .and firefight-
ers search through the damage. “*We

had more tornadoes and more dam-

age than in all of last year.”
In Arkadelphia, it was the first

- tornado strike of the season in a state

where the twisters are & way of life.
A sign-on the All-Care Pharmacy
said “Open Sunday.” Half its roof
was gone.- A funeral home was in
pieces, Cars were smashed. It was

rvived Saturday’s

.....

The New York Times

injured over 80 in Arkadelphia.

difficult to tell in some pIaces where °
" the wreckage from one butlding :

stopped and that of another began.

Clarence Johnson, 70, stood outside
the command post for the Clark

County Office of Emergency. Serv-
ices drinking coffee with his daugh-
ter, Cindy Shepherd, and wondered
out loud whether he could repair his

wrecked house. Mr. Johnson said he .
had escaped injury because'he was

out visiting a friend.

FIt's still standmg," he sald of his ‘
. rescue workers rescued a bedndden

.house.

: —_form Seemed to make no sense.
1 would ‘wreck one house, Sklp on
- then wreck the third one.

The line of damaged homes and

t ' downed trees was more than 200

miles long, At least eight counties
are expected tc ask for Federal dis-
aster relief.

**This is as bad as I've seen xt”'
said Lieut. Robert Felcher of the
Arkansas State Police. :

| Arkaﬁ'sas suffersa
 year’s worth of

Tornadoes killed six people and :

damage, but all i in

;one mght

Farther south, in Randolph, Miss.,
a tornado killed a 50-year-old man,
Huey Totor. His body was found 75
feet from his wrecked mobile home,
apparently thrown by the wind. *

In Louisville, Ky., where a racord
9.6 inches of rain fell, the threat was
flooding. A 13-year-old boy drowned
when he was swept into a culvert by .
rushing water just east of Louisville,
In the Louisville suburb of Fairdale,

But his daughter told hlm' “Dad-
dy. it can’t be saved.”
- Carol James, 23, of Arkadelph:a
was visiting in Hot Springs when the
| Storm hit-Rescue workers would not
i let her back into her trailer park.
“But 1 hear it's all gone,” she sald
“Everythlng "o .
The stories of destruction were the
same elsewhere. In the Sardis com-

munity of Saline County, west of Lit- |
. drowned in Great Brushy Creek, a

tle Rock, the authorities reported
that two people had been Kilied.
In Little Rock, the tornadoes de-

‘stroyed mobile homes, ripped the .

roofs off houses and sent trees crash-
ing and power lines to the ground.
Three died in a suburb called College
Station. The storms also shut down
the Little Rock airport on Saturday,
after a Continental Airlines passen-
ger jet was struck by flying debris as
it prepared to take off. -

The warning sirens gave many-

. time to-act to save themselves. Neal
Wright, 11, heard the warning sirens
and alerted his deat grandtfather to
| the danger by making a swirling
motion with his hands, The two hur-

ried .from the house just before a

- massive tree smashed onto it. -
One woman heard the sirens,

climbed into her bathtub and put a -

clothes hamper over her head. It
shielded her from the flying glass.
The morning after, the path of the

N

woman from her.'basement. The
woman, attached to an 1V, was float-
ing on her mattress.

The rains caused the Ohio River to
rise 19 feet in.24 hours, to a flood
stage of 52 feet in Cincinnati yester-

‘day: The Weather Service said the -

river could crest at 57 'feet or tnore
on. 'I\lesday

In Adams, County, Ohm a 16-year-
old boy and a 40-year-old weman

tributary of the Ohio River south of
Cincinnati, -~ '
Several counties in Ohio, Kentucky
and West Virginia reported flooded.
roads and stranded people. No dollar -
estimate on the damage was avail-
able in any of the areas. All re-
sources were being used to search
the rising water and comb the dazi-

. age for survivors.

““I'm calling it apocalyptxc * Gov-
ernor Huckabee said.

There was no shortage of help,
however, at least in Arkadelphia,.
There were more volunteers than

. Jim Burns, coordinator of the Clark
- County Office of Emergency Serv-

ices, ¢ould use.
“If you haven't been assigned a

i sk, you can go home,” M. Burns

told volunteers over the public-ad-

‘dress system. “Thank you. We love

your. But you can go home. We don't
need you today. Tornorrow’ Yes .

@'lje New ﬁork Times
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Judge Ac_'quits
Espy’s Brother
In Loan Case

OXFORD,Miss., March 2 (AP) —

A Federal judge has acquitted Henry
“Espy, brother of the former Agricul-
_ture Secretary, Mike Espy, on five of
Six charges stemming ' from his

failed effort to win a House seat.

Judge L. T. Senter ruled on Friday
that there was not enough evidence
to convict Mr. Espy on charges that
he had lied to the First National
Bank of Clarksdale to secure $75,000
needed to help repay a 1993 cam-
paign debt of more than double that |
amount. :

Mr. Espy, Mayor of Clarksdale,
was also ‘cleared of conspiring to
defraud the Federal Electmn Com-
‘mission.

““The judge threw out 95 percent of
the Government’s case- before we
began our defense,” said Mr. Espy’s
lawyer, Abbe Lowell. “That is a good
sign.”
~ Mr. Espy must return to court on
‘Tuesday to face the. sixth. charge,
which involves $20,000 that Crop
Growers Insurance Inc. gave to his
campaign. Prosecutors allege the
company contributed the money to
win favor with his brother, while he
was Agriculture Secretary. .

Mr. Espy ran for the House seat
vacated by his brother, who resigned
to join President Clinton’s Cabinet.
Mike Espy resigned in December
1394 because of an investigation into
gifts and favors he recelved from
agnbusmess firms.

Neither Henry Espy nor the pros-
ecution would comment.

Alvarez Ferrouillet Jr., a New Or-

leans lawyer who was Henry Espy’s’
campaign manager, and his compa-
ny, Municipal Healthcare Coopera-
tive Inc., pleaded guilty last Monday
to conspiring to make false state-
ments to a bank and the Federal
Election Commission. Both pleaded
guilty to five counts of making false
statements to the First National
Bank of Clarksdale to obtam the
campaign loan:

Elye Netw ﬁm’k Cimes'
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 1997




Essay

: WASHINGTON
‘You've long heard about “Emily’s
List” - a legitimate fund-raising
‘operation created to elect women,

You'll soon be hearing more about

“Hillary’s List"’ — an unprecedented
abuse of Federal power in political
fund-raising. Officially called the
‘White House Data Base (WhoDB}),
this computerized list of 355,000
‘names was compiled over the past
four years at taxpayer expense to
help the Clintons raise money to stay
in power.
This political cybercorruption was
directed from the top:
. President and the First Lady have
. asked me to make this my top priori-
. ty,”. wrote White House aide Marsha
Scott on Dec. 7, 1993. **Bruce [Lind-
sey] will be kept.fully informed.”

Fifteen months later, Mrs. Clin-

ton’s personal involvement in build-
ing her base is.documented in a staff
memo to Ms. Scoti: -'During the
demo the First Lady mentioned that
she would like to see the Miles Rubin
- rapid response list in the database.”
"~ Everybody who got favors or gave
.money was inputted. Lincoln bed-
room overnighters, Democratic Na-
tiona) Committee fat cats in-the Ken-
. nedy Center box, private guests at
radio talks — all are still going in at a
"rate of 10,000 a month, many with
¢hildren’s names, dietary restric-
tions, special interests, and almost

all with Social Security numbers and

addresses.

Never has technology been mar-
ried to power greed to produce such
politi al gain. Despite an early plan-

ner’s assurance that the data base.

was ‘‘government property and can-
.not be given to or used by a cam-
" paign entity,” its central purpose has
been fund-raising, and it has been

wrongfully used by D.N.C-paid

White House “volunteers” to get
payment for Clinton favors be-
stowed:

Represematwe David Mclntosh

told NBC’s Lisa Myers “‘the taxpayer
was fleeced”; his committee will fo-
" cus-on how Erskme Bowles built the
Mailing List From Hell. But misap-
propriating $1.53 million to match do-
. nors with favors is not all. What has
gone unremarked is the rape of indi-
. vidual privacy.

Coded notations on thousands of
files indicate whether somebody on
the WhoDB is black, Jewish, Catholic,
Hispanic, of Ukrainian or Chinese or
other ethnic descent. You want a
printout of Italian Jews from Califor-
nia who are gay and got a Clinton

“Both- the -

3 scrupulous Republican { _
President next time. He would have, .

- WILLIAM SAFIRE |

C]m tons Data Base

hollday greetmg" Just cllck on the
demographic icon and cross the reli-
gious and ethnicity fields.

If you are in her data base, you may
think that surely your file, containing
private information about race and

~religion that universities and compa-

nies are prohibited from collecting
about you, will be denied to anybody
outside the White House,

You may be mistaken. Clinton law-

yers have written Congress repeated- -

ly that ‘“the Privacy Act [ US.C.
552a) -does not -apply” tc the White
House Office. o

Unless successfully chalienged,

Big Sister is~
watching you.

that means that the data will go on to -

the Clinton Library in 2001. There it

~ will be available to all. |
Think about that. Maybe you don’t

want .everybody to know you're a

Buddhist, or that you were in Wash-
ington on a certain weekend, or that

you could afford a $100,000 night in
Lincoln’s bed, Too bad: Hillary’s list

was created by public money andis a

public record.
Think further. Suppose some un-
is elected

by modem to the library, a vast and
instantly retrievable '‘enemies list”
— and know whom not to invite to a

~state dinner; or whom to solicit for

how.much to “get well” with him,
Ah, but maybe some upright archi-
vist will insist the vulnerable half-

million listees be protected from

scholars, journalists, reformers and
right-wing kooks.

Too late; I'll bet Hlllary s data al-
ready have been copied to other CD-
ROM'’s. And some mean hacker is
getting set to attack the White House
data base to download all the dossiers

‘to the Internet’s webhubbelsite.

If you're on Hillary's list, at best
you'll be getting legal defense fund
solicitations and offers to buy Clinton

-memoirs at irresistible discounts. At

worst you'll be harassed by global
telemarketers who will know your

Jpolitical inclinations, children’s nick-

names and donor history.
. Enjoy it. You 1 know which. First
Lady to thank. -0

&he New JJork Times
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The Times in Britain.

Abroad at Home
ANTHONY LEWIS

Closure
On Vince
Foster

BosTon

Kenneth Starr plans soon, I am

told, to file his long-awaited report on
the death of Vincent W. Foster Jr. It

. will conclude that the White House

lawyer committed suicide. -
Under the rules governing his of-

fice, Mr. Starr would file the report
with the court that named him as

Tndependent Counsel, a special divi-
sion of the U.S.: Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit. Be-
cause the report is likely to reflect
secret grand jury testimony, it would

be up to the court to decide whether

it may be published.

publishing them in whole or part —

.would be a highiy significant step for

Mr. Starr in both an official and a
personal sense. It would be an an-
swer to some criticism that he has

net been suffictently decisive. And it
“would show that he has the will to

stand up to heavy pressure, in this
instance from right-wing groups that
see a vast political conspiracy in Mr.
Foster's death. '

Vincent Foster was found dead of
a gunshot wound in the head on July
20, 1893,'in Fort Marcy Park in Vir-

. ginia. The U.S. Park Police and the
F.B.IL. concluded that he had commit- -

ted suicide. His widow and his son
were of the same view.

But that did not settie the issue for
some people on the extreme right.
They have made the Foster case the
centerpiece of an attack on Presi-
dent” Clinton for a host of alleged
crimes, from dmg-smuggling to
murder.

Richard Mellon  Scaife, a Pitts-
burgh millionaire, has contributed
heavily to something called the West-

Mr. Starr
and the
conspiracists.

ern Joumalism Center, which pro-

motes theories of conspiracy in Mr.

- Foster's death: that he did not die in
. the park, that his body was. moved

and so on. Right-wing authors have
told their tales in journals as far
away as The Sunday Telegraph and

Attorney General Janet Reno orig-

inally appointed a special counsel,.

Robert ‘Fiske, on her own. In June
1984 he issued a report on Vincent

" Foster, concluding that he commit-

ted suicide in the park.

" The political right responded with
vicious attacks on Mr. Fiske. Talk
shows and extremist .journals de-
nounced his report, Conservative
‘members. of Congress such as Sena-
tor Lauch Faircloth lambasted him.
The editorial page of The Wall Street
Journal called for his replacement.

‘Meanwhile, Attorney General
Reno decided’ that she should act
formally under the Independent
Counsel Act, She asked the special
court division to name a counsel. It

was generally expected that the -

court would appoint Mr. Fiske, for-
malizing his position. Instead it ap
pointed Kenneth Starr.

There were charges of impropri-

ety because the senior-member of

.the special division, Judge David
- Sentelle, had had lunch with Senators

Faircloth and Jesse Helms of North

, Carolina shortly before the change.

Whatever the relevance of that
lunch, the attack on Mr. Fiske’s Fos-

" ter report may have played a part in

o i " his replacement.
A decision to report his findingson - P

the. Foster case — with a view 1o,

Since he took over, Mr. Starr has
been denounced by the Foster con-
spiracists for not following their ad-
vice on witnesses and other matters.

_Mr. Starr is a conservative thinker

with strong ties to the conservative
movement, and some -wondered
whether he would take on the con-
sp1rac1sts ,

Last’
Democrat-Gazette reported . that
Richard Melion Scaife had made a

" contribution of $250,000 toward the

new School of Public Policy at Pep-
perdine University of which Mr.

Starr is to be dean. That seemed to -,
raise a possible conflict of interest. -
Would Mr. Starr file a report on the
Foster case that rejected conspiracy -

charges heavily backed by Richard
Scaife?

Mr. Starr will dispose of that ques-

tion if and when he moves to file the
Foster report. He has had doubts

-about making reports before the end
of his work, as he indicated at his -

press conference last week. But the
desire of the Foster family for clo-
sure of the case matters, and there is
a particular public interest.

In a.larger sense the planned dis-
position of the Foster inquiry would
set a model for the ‘Independent

- Counsel’s office. Mr. Starr said at his
-press conference that he wanted the
.office to be a mini-Justice Depart-

ment. The department’s historic aim
has been {airness, not prosecution at
any cost. On the wall outside the
Attorney General's office is written:
‘“The United States wins its point in
court when justice is done.” a

Thursday The Arkansas
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