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MAVIA HAILS PASSAGE OF CRIME BILL WITH BAN ON 
ASSAULT WEAPONS 

Mothers Against Violence in America (MAVIA) hails the 
bipartisan vote in the Senate a few hours ago on the point of 
order which now allows the vote on the Crime Bill which is 
expected to pass. 

Pamela Eakes, Founder of MAVIA comments: 

"It took guts for many Senators to vote for this bill considering the 
powerful special interests which have been hard at work trying to have 
the ban on assault weapons removed from the bill. 

The Senators who voted to pass this bill listened to everyday 
Americans who are raising their children in a violent society. The 
ultimate passage of this Crime Bill means that the Senators listened to 
mothers, fathers, police officers, gang unit interveners and others 
working in their communities to make society safer, and this bill will 
help them." 

Mary Glenn, the mother of IS-year-old Shaun Proctor, who 
was murdered on New Year's Day with a semi-automatic 
weapon. 

"The lawmakers listened to the voices of children asking for suppon 
to make their schools and play fields safer. The lawmakers Listened to 
the peacekeepers, our police officers, who have the guts every day to 
face criminals with assault weapons." 

Tammy Fernandes, whose daughter, Melissa, was killed at 
her high school in a drive-by on March 23, 1994, with a 
MAC 12. 

" I thought they (lawmakers) thought guns were more important than 
our children, today they proved that children are more important than 
guns." 
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F O U N D G U N S 

Report found guns immediately to 911 for pick-up. 

U N W A N T E D G U N S 

Take your unwanted, unloaded guns, in a clear plastic 
bag, to the nearest police precinct for safe - and final -
disposal. Call your local police department for the 
location of the police station nearest you. 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N , C O N T A C T : 

General Information State Firearms Laws 
Federal Way Police Dcpanmcnt 
Cominunity Crime Prevention Unit 
34008 9th Avenue So. 
Federal Way. WA 98003 
(206) 296-2720 

Department of Licensing 
Business & Profession Division 
Firearms Section 
P.O. Box 9649 
Olympia. WA 98507 
(206)753-2803 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N , C O N T A C T : 

Department of Wildlife 
Region 4 
16018 Mill Creek Blvd. 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 
(206) 775-131 1 

Department of Wildlife 
Hunter Education Program 
600 Capitol Way No. 
Olympia, WA 98501-1091 
(206) 753-4476 

S A F E T Y C L A S S 

King County Police provides classes in the safe handling and 
storage of firearms. For more information, call the Crime 
Prevention Unit at 296-2720. 
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In King County, there 
were 398 deaths from 
guns inside people's 
homes over a six-year 
period. Only two of those 
deaths involved an 
intruder shot during an 
attempted break-in. 

E A S Y A C C E S S T D G U N S I S 

K I L L I N G P U R K I D S 

One in even' five deaths of Washington 
kids is a result of a gunshot. When Seattle 
high school students were asked whether 
or not they could get a gun, a third of 
them claimed lo have easy access to 
handguns. Teen suicides in King County 
have climbed steadily in the past 20 
years, nearly doubling for males 15 to 19 
y ears of age. 
The facts are all around us, and they are 
chilling. Handguns you thought you 
would get for the safety of your home and 
family are actually more apt to be used to 
hurt your family. 
Accidents. Suicides. Domestic violence. 
Children at deadly play. If you have a gun 
in your home, you need to take 
precautions now. 

New tngland Journal nf Medicine: 1986 

W H A T Y O U C A N D D T O P R O T E C T 

Y O U R F A M I L Y 

• Every gun owner should carefully consider the 
reasons for having a gun. If there is no compelling 
need to own a gun, remove it from your home. A gun 
increases, not decreases, the danger to your family. 

• Store guns unloaded, locked up and with a lock on 
the trigger. Store ammunition separately - and locked 
up. 

• Store guns in places where family members and 
others cannot find them. Hall closets, nightstands, 
drawers by the outside doors of your home, and other 
traditional places are the first places where criminals, 
and curious children, look for guns. 

Remove guns from your home if you (or 
a family member) are experiencing high 
levels of anger, fear or depression. 
Never handle a gun when under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Never leave a gun in your car. Criminals 
steal guns from cars. 
Teach children never to touch a gun and 
to immediately tell an adult if they find a 
gun. 
Know where your gun is at all times. 
You are accountable for your gun. You 
are responsible for your gun not being 
used against your family. 
All gun owners should receive training in 
the safe handling and care of their guns 
and ammunition. 

A N D . . . E A S Y A C C E S S T O G U N S 

I S C O S T I N G U S B I L L I O N S 2 

There were nearly 2,000 fireami-related deaths and 
injuries between 1989 and 1991 in King County 
alone? While no amount of money can bring back 
those people killed, nor reduce the human suffering 
accidents and suicides produce, the cost of easy 
access to guns is staggering. 
At least a billion dollars is spent annually on hospital 
costs associated with treating individuals who have 
been shot. 
Firearm injuries result in tens of billions of dollars in 
medical costs and productivity loss due to gun 
wounds. These lifetime costs are skyrocketing. 
Public funds pay for an estimated 80 percent of the 
hospital costs stemming from gunshot wounds. 
Hospital costs. Lifetime productivity costs. Human 
costs. If you have gun in your house, you could be 
paying for it for the rest of your life. 

D I D Y O U K N O W ? 

• A person needs to be at least 21 years old to 
purchase a handgun or get a concealed weapons 
license. (RCW 9.41.080) 

• State law prohibits persons convicted of violent 
crimes and felonies, drug addicts, habitual 
drunkards and persons of unsound mind from 
legally possessing guns. (RCW 9.41.080) 

• It is against the law to possess a handgun in 
public while intoxicated. (RCW 9.41.098) 

• State and federal laws prohibit individuals from 
possessing firearms or any dangerous weapon on 
school premises or in a school zone. There are 
certain exceptions provided in these laws. (USC 
921, RCW 9.41.280) 

Center fnr Disease Cnnlrnl: 1989 

3 Washinglon Slate Dept. nf Health; 1989-91 
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CM) 
Working together to reduce the violence and to 

promote the well-being and safety of our children 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 23, 1994 
Contact: Pamela Eakes, 343-0676 

COBAIN WEAPONS EXCHANGED FOR TICKETS IN SEATTLE 

SEATTLE —On behalf of Courtney Love Cobain , Mothers Against Violence 
in America turned in the guns which were the possession of her late husband, 
Kurt Cobain, at today's "Increase the Peace" guns-for-tickets 
exchange. The following weapons will be destroyed with all the other guns 
collected today: 

1. 1 "Taurus" PT 58SS .380 cal. semi-auto pistol w/clip 

2. 1 "Pietro Beretta" Mod 85Bb .380 cal. semi-auto pistol w/clip 

3. 1 "Taurus" .38 cal. 5-shot revolver, 2" barrel 

4. 1 "Colt" AR-15 Mod SP1 .223 cal. semi-auto rifle 

"I'm trying to create value where there seems to be nothing but despair, " say Love 
Cobain. "I'm a mother and I want to do what I can to help Mothers Against 
Violence in America spread the message that guns in the home too often 
result in tragedy. I don't want guns to kill anyone else's loved ones 
^nd 1 hope I can influence people to protect their families from the 
ravages of firearms." 

# # # 

901 FAIRVIEW AVE. N. • SUITE A-UO • SEATTLE, WA 98109 
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Working together to reduce the violence in our society 
and promote the safety and well-being of our children. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 22, 1994 
Contact: Pamela Eakes, (206) 343-0676 

GETTING RID OF GUNS IS PRAVE 
FIRST STEP FOR COURTNEY LOVE COBAIN 

SEATTLE, WA. - In the days immediately following the suicide of her 
husband, rock musician, Kurt Cobain, on April 8th, Courtney Love Cobain has 
been looking for ways to deal with her pain and anguish. "I'm trying to create 
value where there seems to be nothing but despair," says Love Cobain. In this 
effort she has appealed to Mothers Against Violence in America (MAVIA) to rid 
her Seattle home of the guns her husband insisted he needed for protection, 
including the shotgun Cobain used to kill himself. 

"I'm a mother and I want to do what I can to help MAVIA spread the 
message that guns in the home too often result in tragedy. I don't want guns to 
kill anyone else's loved ones and I hope I can help influence people to protect their 
families from the ravages of firearms. It gives me something positive to focus on. 

"The police detectives told me I'd have to pick up Kurt's guns but I feel that 
if those guns hadn't existed in my household, I would still have a household. I'm 
doing this (with MAVIA) to protect my daughter Frances, because I believe (they 
are dangerous) and because I'm certainly not bringing those guns home!" 

Love, who recently met with MAVIA founder Pamela Eakes, has 
authorized the grass roots group to have the weapons collected by the Seattle 
Police Department and turned in as part of an "Increase the Peace" guns-for-
tickets exchange that will take place on Saturday, April 23rd, at the Kingdome and 
Tacoma Dome. For each gun exchanged, participants will receive a voucher 
redeemable on-site for two tickets to any of a variety of local events including 
Mariners, Sonics or Seahawks games, or performances by the Symphony, 5th 
Avenue Theatre, Pacific Northwest Ballet, MCA Concerts, or Best Of Broadway. 
A number of local merchants including The Bon Marche and Union Bay 
Sportwear, have also donated gift certificates which will be available as an 
alternative to event tickets. 

MORE 

901 FAIRVIEW AVE. N. • SUITE A-140 • SEATTLE, WA 98109 
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The tickets received by MAVIA in exchange for the Cobain guns will be 
donated to Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE), a MAVIA affiliated 
student-initiated organization working to promote nonviolence in schools and 
student communities. 

"We share with Courtney the tragedy of her husband's death, and we 
applaud her efforts to assist in this nation's battle against gun violence. Millions 
of young people mourn with Courtney and her daughter Frances over the loss of 
Kurt Cobain. We hope that Courtney's message will be heard and will help 
reduce gun violence in America. MAVIA greatly admires the courage Courtney 
has demonstrated in this time of grief," said Pamela Eakes, founder of MAVIA. 

Throughout this week. Love, who acknowledged to Eakes that she is in a 
state of numbness as she grapples with the reality of her husband's death, has been 
warning the fans keeping vigil outside her home about the danger of guns. 
Cobain, 27, who shot himself at the couple's Lake Washington home, was the lead 
singer, guitarist, and songwriter for the internationally acclaimed rock band 
Nirvana. 

Susan Eastgard, MAVIA board member and Executive Director of Crisis 
Clinic in Seattle, emphasized the importance of Coumtey's message. "Sixty 
percent of those who die by suicide each year use a gun to kill themselves," said 
Eastgard. "We know that most suicidal crises are transient and short-lived. If the 
suicidal person does not have a gun at home when he or she feels most intent on 
suicide, there is a good chance that the suicidal crisis will pass before another 
method becomes available. Suicide rates could be reduced with fewer guns kept in 
the home." 

Mothers Against Violence in America is a grass roots organization 
dedicated to reducing the violence in America against and by our youth and to 
promoting the safety and well-being of our children. MAVIA brings the power 
and perspective of mothers to the search for solutions to the epidemic of violence 
which is threatening an entire generation. In only three months, MAVIA has 
grown to over 1,200 members and 28 chapters in Washington state. In addition, 
MAVIA has founded nine Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) 
chapters in high schools in western Washington. 

Representatives from MAVIA and Crisis Clinic will be available at Noon at 
Gate D at the Kingdome. 

PHOTOS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
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Worit/ng together to reduce the violence and 

to promote the well-being and safety of our children. 

Mothers Against Violence In America - Fact Sheet 

OVERVIEW - MAVIA is working to find solutions to violence. 

Mothers Against Violence In America (MAVIA, pronounced with a long 
A) was founded in December, 1993, in response to the staggering increase 
of violence committed by and against our American youth. 

• MAVIA brings the power and perspective of mothers to the search for 
solutions to the epidemic of violence which is threatening an entire 
generation. 

In Washington state, MAVIA is building a strong, effective statewide 
network directed at protecting children from violence. 

In only three months, MAVIA has grown to over 1,200 members and 
28 Satellite Groups. In addition, MAVIA has established nine Student 
Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) groups in high schools around 
Seattle, Washington. 

Founded by Pamela Eakes, mother of two teenage sons from Mercer 
Island, Washington. 

STATEWIDE NETWORK - How It Works 

Local community and neighborhood groups, headed by volunteer leaders, 
provide the organizational foundation for MAVIA's statewide growth. 

To date, 28 Satellite Groups have been formed. These groups work in 
schools, law enforcement, and community agencies to say loudly that 
the violence must stop. The mission of each Satellite Group is to assess 
the youth violence problems in their community, recommend solutions, 
and work toward making the solutions a reality. 

901 FAIRVIEW AVE. N. • SUITE A-140 • SEATTLE, WA 98109 
OFFICE: (206) 343-0676 • FAX: (206) 232-3564 
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MAVJA Helps Stwdcnts Organic \Q fie^ucc Vigigncc 

• MAVIA sponsors Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) chapters-
student-initiated, school-based groups that empower kids to reduce 
violence in their daily lives. 

SAVE helps kids find ways to develop their own leadership skills, create 
safer school communities, and promote community service. 

A network of MAVIA members is working with schools, PTAs, local 
officials, and community groups to help ensure that our children 
acquire these skills. 

MAVIA Is Active in Specific Areas 

Education MAVIA is committed to reducing violent behavior by 
fostering the development of strong family, school, and community skills in 
communication, conflict resolution and anger management. 

Gun Violence MAVIA supports and advocates for legislation to reduce gun 
violence by and against children and youth. We also promote education directed 
at parents about the dangers of guns in their homes. We advocate the elimination 
of assault weapons in our country and limiting access of guns to youth under age 
21 years. 

Family Violence Most violence against children happens in their homes, and is 
committed by people the children know and depend upon. MAVIA recognizes 
domestic violence and child abuse as significant problems and are dedicated to 
reducing those incidences. 

Media Violence MAVIA is exploring ways in which we can exert more 
power in shaping the kind of programming that is produced and broadcast, both 
by discouraging violence and by encouraging programming that shows 
alternatives to violence. 

Legislation MAVIA is working independently and in collaboration with 
lawmakers and other organizations to create effective and comprehensive laws 
that address the above issues as they relate to youth violence. When legislation on 
which we have taken a position is pending, we activate our phone tree to inform 
our members so that they can make their voices heard in our state capital. 



Georgina Kvalheim and her twin sister, Hcknu Pelcrson, dusp hands 
during the. first general menibership meeting ofMotliers Against Vio-

nc'n v i.:hKsi-:.\ St: \ 
loicr iii America. Kvtdhe.un's 18-year-old son, Shane, died in 1991 
front a misfired gun. 

Hundreds drawn together by violence 
Speakers urge group to push for gun contra 
I'.v III:I.I:N !•:. JII.\I; 

Seattle Tunc.-: stuff r, <jorn:r 
Gcoryina Kvalheim witurs :i sparkling SIIVLT 

;ind un-quoisc ring, so lai'yc thai il covers much of 
her finger and so delniled ilial il tells her slory. 

A lepee occupies ihe cemer of ihe ring, flanked 
on the lop and bouom by a turquoise stone; a 
feather connecting the two stones winds around 
the side. 

The tepee, she said, signifies home. 

The bottom sione represents her, and the top 
stone her son; ihe feather represenls the long 
journey her son look when he was shot dead 2Vt 
years ago. 

A 15-yenr-old who had just boughl a gun was 
playing wilh it when it misfired and hit Kvalheim's 
18-voar-old son. Shane. 

Kvalheiiii. who lives m YVeiialchee. has speni 
much'of her lime since her son's cleaih urging 
Wenatchee school officials lo educate iheir siu-
denis aboul gun violence and the many forms il can 
take. 

"It's not jusl in big cities, it's not just gangs,'' 
she said. 

She made the trip lo SeaTac lasl night to join 
300 people who feel similarly about addressing and 
reducing youth violence at ihe first general-
membership meeling ofMotliers Against Violence 
in America. 

Although most there did not have ihe exper­
ience of losing a child, there were a number of 
others who had similar stories lo share. 

Since Mercer Island resident Pamela Hakes 
founded the group in December, ihe organizaiion 
has started i!0 chapters and has a mailing list of 

more than 1.000 people. I'aiUTnui aiu-r Mini.,-: • 
Ayainsi Drunk Driving, ii lakes yr-.i.-.-r-.u'.? 
approach lo rcduciug youth '.'iolcuce ;r. coinn:.:.".! 
lies and is spreading siatewiue. 

Speakers lasl night included Sen. Hatty Mi.:-
ray, D-\Vash.. stale Auorney General C'i.risuue 
Gi'egoire and Deinocralic slate Sen. I 'ni! Talmau..:'. 
of Seattle. 

And al limes ihe meeling Seemed more like a 
political rally, with some speakers calling for more-
gun control legislaiion and urging ihe group io 
become a force more fearful to Irgislatnrs than ihe 
National Rifle Association. 

Gi'egoire urged nieinbeia I . . Moei away from 
political rheioric thai takes a "lock em up" 
approach. She applauded the grass-roots nature of 
the organization, saying the burden should not be 
solely on government's shoulders lo solve ihe 
issue. 

"Youth violence is not a governmcni issue. Il is 
yours and mine," she said. "You are ihe power 
here who can do something aboul ihis issue." 



MAVIA offers hope 

A teenager gets gunned 
down for his clothes. 
Another is robbed at 
gunpoint in the park­

ing lot of the neighborhood 
supermarket. What's our soci­
ety coming to? 

If you're concerned about in­
creasing episodes such as these, 
there's something you can do. 

Mothers Against Violence in 
America (MAVIA) has the 

Lgrassroots support to make a 
[-tangible impact on the way we 
market, legislate and think 
about violence. Don't be de- ^ 

Y- •• • • • % 

ceived by the title. The group 
welcomes fathers, brothers, sis­
ters; anyone who cares and 
wants to work toward change. 

It can be as simple as taking a 
minute to phone your legislator. 
It doesn't take much time. It 
does make a differencê  

MAVIA organizers admit 
changing societal attitude won't 
be easy, but it can be done. 
They're in it for the long haul. If 
you want to help Create a safer 
world for your children and 
grandchildren, why don't you 
join them? 
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MONDAY, MARCH 7,1994 

^BY KEITH EKVIN 
.Siwflfe f«m« Wi bureau 

'^ JDK.MpiNES - From the PTA 
.meeting" to President Clinton, it 
. ĝ ems ,everyone;, is talking about 
.youth, yiblenqe. . ̂ . : 

..Aliout tfie only "constituency left 
put of .the discussion has been teens. 
"' " That wiD change this week as a 

tgrpup.of South King County high-
is^hpol students announces the 

f̂ounding of the .first chapter of Stu-
. dents Against Violence Everywhere 
(SAVE). 

v:J For., these teenagers, there's 
nothing abstract or theoretical about 
the dangers of youth violence. 

- I?] Travis Kirby, a senior at Mount 
Rainwr High School in D& Moines, 
went to a New Year's Eve party with 
his best friend, Shaun Proctor, but 

r.i-r;h' • 'I ; ' , -vU V P K , • 

How to Join 

For information about joining 
Students Against Violence Ev­
erywhere or forming a chapter 
in your school, call 343-0676. 

, left early. The next morning, his 
father told him that Shaun was shot 
to death later .that night by robbers 
who took his clothes. 
. Senior, Amber Goodman also has 

seen too much violence. Her youn­
ger cousin was beaten by girls with 
gang affiliations, and her stepfather's 
nephew killed himself playing Rus-

, sian roulette. :i 
Mark McGill, who will be presi-

fdiit of tl& South King CouritySAVE 
chapter, was robbed by two men with 
handguns in the parking lot of a 
grocery store last Aygust The men 

„ - one dfwhom^vroJatei- pughtand 
sentenced to sweti'years in prison 
— took his;gold(neckiace.. . j 

'. "The second ,tiie guns came put, I 
figured I was dead," McGill said. "I 
figured I would give them my neck­
lace and they would shoot me." 

McGill and Kirby are co-founders 
of the group that is a spinoff oil the 
newly organized Mothers Against 
Violence in America. MdGilTs moth­
er is an activist for the mothers group 
and an adviser to the student move­
ment. 

Meeting in homes for the past 
month, the group has drawn as many 
as 35 teens from seiven schools in the 
Highline and Federal Way school 
districts. Future meetings will be 
held at Mount Rainier High. 

SAVE will be introduced formally 
at a press conference at Mount Rai­
nier High on Wednesday evening. 

Otyanizers hope that, as member­
ship grows, chapters will be formed 
in schools throughout the state. 

Groups are being|organized in Red­
mond,'isSaquah and Mercer Island. 
No group has yet formed in Seattle! 

The students don't have a de­
tailed actionjplan, except to promote 
nonviblCT^ and to lobby for creation 
of a youth center;.!; 

Butv their tasjfc is urgent, said 
Goodman: "A lohg time ago, not a lot 
of people encountered murders' or 
have known family or friends that 
have been murdered. Today, in yoiir 
lifetime, you're going to know some­
body who's been murdered, I think." 

These students may not make a 
dramatic change in the world, they 
admit, but they expect to have at 
least, some effect in their own 
schools. Ronnie Armey, a Mount 
Rainier High senior who was once 
attracted to gun-loving classmates 
and was prone to get into fights, now 
has committed herself to being a 
force for nonviolence. 

Her friends were surprised when 
she recently intervened to break up a 
fight 

That, sai(*(McGill, is what SAVE 
is all about "We want people to know 
it's cool to be nonviolent." 



'I thought that 
if I loved my son enough and did all the 

right things, 
this kind of thing 
wouldn't happen. 

I'm here to tell you that it did. And I'm 
going to make sure it doesn 7 happen to my 

little girl.' 

MARY KAY GLENN 

SeaTac mother whose son, Shaun Everett Proctor, 15, 
became King County's first homicide in 1994 

Mary Kay Glenn of 
SeaTac, right, 
whose 15-year-
old son, Shaun 
Everett Proctor, 
was killed on Jan. '• 
1, gets a hug from 
Pamela Eakes. 

he need to do 'something 
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9 Eakes./otoufcr ofMothers Againest Violence In America, welcomes the crowd at the first meeting of the Burien chapter last night. 

uth End mothers ' 'n battle againstyouth violence 
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Pamela Eaktxjounder of Mothers Againest Violence In America, welcomes the crowd at the first meeting of the Burien chapter last night. 

South End mothers join battle againstyouth violence 
Br KERY MURAKAMI 
Seattle Times South bureau 

BURIEN - " I have a 3-year-old I'm afraid to 
get to school." 

"When my 12-year-old son was assaulted at 
school, it really brought home the violence." 

"I felt like I need to do something." 
One by one, 70 times last night, parents of 

children in the Burien area spoke about not being 
able to simply watch the violence on the streets 
that threatens their children. 

Some, like King County police Maj. Rebecca 
Norton, spend their lives dealing with crime. 

" I want to see if my 8-year-old will grow up to 
have a better sense of security than my teenager," 
said Norton, who runs the police force's Burien 
precinct. 

Others had lost children to violence. 
"The boyfriend of my daughter was murdered 

last year," said one woman seated in the back of a 
packed room at the Burien Public Library. 

"You mean Michael?" someone asked. 
The woman nodded. A woman next to her said, 

T m Michael's mother." 
Michael Justin Marcyes. Killed at age 17 on 

Dec 6, when his friend pointed a gun at him and 
pulled the trigger. The friend said he didn't think 
the gun would go off. It did. 

. Mary Kay Glenn of SeaTac was also there last 
.night Her 15-year-old son, Shaun Everett Proctor, 
was the first homicide in King County this year. On 
New Year'sTaoming, Proctor••-•was found wearing 
only boxer .shorts .and socks, and was dead from 
gunshot wounds. Proctor and Marcyes were 

. among aixrieouths, xnrrent o i former Tyee High 

School students, who died from September to 
January. 

" I thought that if I loved my son enough and did 
all the right things, this kind of thing wouldn't 
happen," Glenn said. "I'm here to tell you that it 
did. And I'm going to make sure it doesn't happen 
to my little girl." 

On and on, the voices followed one another for 
15 minutes. 

The meeting was the first of the Burien chapter 
of Mothers Against Violence in America. But they 
were mothers and dads and uncles and grandpar­
ents that came here out of fear: 

"My 24-year-old brought home a gun." 
"My son told me someone pointed a gun at 

him." 
Pamela Eakes, a Mercer Island mother of 12-

and 17-year-old sons and the founder of the 

'Each day I read about what children 
are doing, killing, getting killed, 

waking up every morning and being 
afraid. I felt a responsibility to get 

involved, as part of a generation that 
lets things get too far.' 

PAMELA EAKES 

Mercer Island mother of two teenage boys and 
founder of Mothers Against Violence in America 

organization, told the audience she was just like 
them, afraid for her children. "Each day I read 
about what children are doing, killing, getting 
killed, waking up every morning and being afraid," 
Eakes said. 

" I felt a responsibility to get involved, as part of 
a generation that 
lets things get For more information 
t 0 0 T h e eroup To learn more about Moth-
met for the first " * 4g»msf Violence in 
time in Decern- America, call343-0676. 
ber in Seattle. 
About 35 people ^ ^ ^ ^ 
came. As of yes­
terday, 20 more chapters had opened up. Many of 
them are in South King County: in Federal Way, 
Des Moines, Renton, Kent and now Burien. Eakes 
credited Burien parents Diane Brissenden and 
Mary Soderlind with starting the newest chapter. 

As its membership grows, the group wants to 
become a force against violence as Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving was against another killer. 

It wants to encourage schools to teach kids how 
to resolve conflicts without violence. And it wants 
to encourage people to act more safely, from not 
keeping a gun in a house with children, to locking 
up guns if you must have one, to even looking at 
the violence we casually use in our language. 

But Eakes' immediate concern was the anti-
violence legislation the Legislature was expected 
to debate today. She urged parents to call legisla­
tors this morning, urging them to pass bills raising 
the minimum age of buying a gun, and banning 
assault weapons. 



Eakes named 'hometown hero' 
Pam Eakes is a hometown 

hero. And now she's got an award 
to prove it. 

The Mercer Island resident 
and founder of Mothers Against 
Violence in America (MAVIA) 
was named a KOMO TV 4/ 
PEMCO Financial Center 
"Hometown Hero" as part of the 
KOMO Crime Crackdown. 
KOMO's Brook Stanford present­
ed her with the award at the 
MAVIA headquarters in Seattle 
recently. 

Dismayed by reading crime 
articles involving children, and 
tired of living in fear for her chil­
dren every dav, Eakes decided to 
fight back. She formed MAVIA. 
" I felt a responsibility to get in­
volved, as part of a generation 
that lets things get too far," said 
Eakes. She dedicated her time 
and efforts to provide a forum for 
mothers to work together to re­

duce violence in our communities, 
to promote the well-being and 
safety of our children. 

Eakes held her first meeting in 
December, and has since estab­
lished 14 chapters in Western 
Washington. She attends two or 
three meetings a week, coordinat­
ing core groups to take action on 
issues involving violence. 

Some of the group's current is­
sues include working with the 
state Legislature on bills involv­
ing gun control and gun safety, 
making the legal age to own a gun 
21, and banning automatic weap­
ons. 

A former Chicago advertising 

executive, Eakes has successfully 
promoted MAVIA as a growing 
statewide organization aimed at 
slopping violence by and against 
our youth. 

The Mercer Island chapter of 
MAVIA will hold its next meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 17, 
in the Community Center at Mer­
cer View, 8236 S.E. 24th. For in­
formation, call local coordinators 
Kristin Knight, '232-2322, or Ruth 
Hansing, 232-2537, 



Adam Worcester/staff 
Pam Eakes, founder of Mothers Against Violence in America, demonstrates a "Chain of Remembrance" for victims of gunshot 
deaths. MAVIA members plan to make a similar chain with Washington victims for a May 8 rally at the Seattle Center. 

' IAVIA meeting draws big crowd 
People pack the 
Burien Library 
to 'face the issues 
and move forward' 
By Adam Worcester 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 

They came from Seat­
tle, SeaTac, Kent, Des 
Moines. 

Mothers. Fathers. 
Grandmothers. Grandfathers. 
Even a single man who just 
wanted "to see what's happen-
mg. 

More than 70 people packed 
a Burien Library conference 
room Thursday for the initial 
meeting of the Burien-Nor-
mandy Park chapter of Moth­
ers Against Violence in 
America (MAVIA). 

The turnout overwhelmed 
(footer co-founders Diane 

enden and Mary Soder-
who said they expected 

.0 30 people at most. 

"It really speaks to the car­
ing we must have for our. 
youth," Brissenden said. "Peo­
ple are ready to face the issues 
and move forward." 

Burien resident Kathy Kor­
pela, a former nurse at Har-
borview Medical Center, said 
she came because of an alarm­
ing rise in neighborhood vio­
lence. 

"It's really surprised me 
how bad things are even 
around here," she said. 

Another woman said she 
was tired of just "yelling at 
her TV" about violence and 
wanted to get involved. 

Still another said she was 
scared for her 2-year-old son 
to grow up. " I want to do 
whatever I can." 

MAVIA founder Pamela 
Eakes thanked people for com­
ing despite the wet, stormy 
weather. After her opening re­
marks Mary Glenn, whose son 
Shaun Proctor was murdered 
New Year's Day, addressed 

the crowd. ' 
" I used to think if I loved my 

son enough, and did all the ' 
right things, this kind of thing 
couldn't happen. I'm here to 
tell you, it didn't matter how 
good a mom I was. It hap­
pened," Glenn said as her eyes 
welled with tears. She vowed 
to protect her 9-year-old 
daughter from a similar expe­
rience. 

Next Eakes showed an 
emotional videotape of the sto­
ry of Jenny Wieland, whose 
daughter's accidental shooting 
death inspired her to start 
MAVIA. 

Later she showed another 
short video on Students 
Against Violence Everywhere 
(SAVE), a group started by 
Mount Rainier High School 
student Mark Shappart after 
he was robbed at gunpoint in 
the Des Moines Safeway park­
ing lot. 

"Our children are living in 
an environment that has to 

change. It's no<| fair to them," 
Eakes said. "Children want 
our attention, whether they're 
8, 10 or 13. We've let it go far 
too long." 

People can participate in 
MAVLA several different 
ways, Brissenden and Soder­
lind told the audience — in­
cluding phoning legislators, 
organizing neighborhood 
Block Watches, researching 
school programs that deal 
with violence. 

By the end of the night, the 
pair had generated a mailing 
list with more than 60 names. 

"This is something we've got 
to have," said one woman who 
did want to be identified. "If 
we get serious and work on 
some things, we can make a 
difference." 

The next meeting of the 
Burien-Normandy Park 
MAVIA chapter will beat! 
p.m. March 3 in the Burien 
Library. 



Moms tackle violence 
'MAVTA' wants to make youngsters safe 

Maxwell Baimain/JournaJ American 
MAVIA members meet to stuff envelopes. They include (sitting, left to right) Ann 
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By B r e c k L o n g s t r e t h 
Special 10 ihe Journal American 

A little over a year ago, Jenny Wieland 
buried her only child. 
. Amy Ragan was just 17 when she was 

shot in the head by an acquaintance who was 
high on wine and fooling around with a stolen 
gun. Her killer will be eligible for parole in 
two years. 

This week Wieland will tell her story at 
one of a series of meetings organized this 
week and next by Mothers Against Violence 
In America (MAVIA). Founded a month ago 
by Mercer Island resident Pamela Eakes, 
MAVIA is a growing statewide" organization 
aimed at stopping violence by and against 
youngsterd. . --. 

and other concerned people to reduce vio­
lence in their communities and promote the 
well-being and safety of children. 

"One mother can only give her point of 
view, but an organization that represents sev­
eral hundred can have an impact," said Eakes. . 
"It's going to take a combined effort of every 
segment of our community to change atti­
tudes. I think this is going to be a 2l)-year or 
more battle ... We're here for the long haul." 

MAVIA wants to build a strong network 
that is responsive to legislation aimed at 
reducing violence, such as gun control and 
gun safety. It also plans to promote programs 
that will get at the source of the problem. 

"Our primary locus in the long term will 
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iMAVIA: Wants to organize student groups that would promote nonviolent ways of addressing conflict 
^iCoiiiiimed from page A1 

be educational," Eakes said. "The 
.^"'organization will be de-centralized in 
'^lerrrts of management. Individual 
^-groups can be responsive 10 their own 
^.-.community's needs." 

" I think it's going to take so much 
;:-,.more than just pure legislation," 
^'..agreed Wieland. a founding member 
jfiSaf M A V I A who has become an 
f7- activist since the death of her daugh-
{•^ter. " I f there's not education and a 
V change in the media, it's not going to 

work." 
Wieland said the group will work 

to close loopholes in the present gun 
laws. But she believes prevention and 
intervention are also extremely impor­
tant, from kindergarten on up. 

"Wc have people growing up to be 
adults without knowing how to deal 
wilh conflict except in a negative and 
aggressive way. We need to give chil­
dren tools early on lo deal with con­
flict. We need to teach them how to 
have relationships that aren't over-' 

• reactive." Eakes said. 

H D I M 
• Adjustable height steno chair 
• Twelve year warranty on chair 

frame 
• Available in 4 designer colors 

LIST $194.00 '109.00 
#2001 Limited to stock on hand 

MAVIA wants to organize student 
groups that would promote nonvio­
lent ways of addressing conflict. 

EAKES, THE MOTHER of two 
teenage sons with a long commitment 
to c iv ic service, did not found 
M A V I A because she or a family 
member was victimized by an act of 
violence. 

The catalysts, she said, were many. 
Last March she heard a speech at 

the YWCA by Alene Moris, who 
talked about how women need to take 
a more active role in dealing with vio­
lence in society. 

Then in August, Eakes talked with 
U.S. Sen. Patty Murray, who was the 
first member of Congress to propose 
a significant increase in fees for those 
licensed to sell guns. 

"She and I talked about putting 
together an organizaiion that could be 
supportive of her efforts," said Eakes. 

MY FAMILY ... MY SELF 
"Hea/ing fhe A6u\\ Child" 

A Seminar on Intimacy 
and Relationships 

^ ^ i ^ X - ^ i ^ f ^ :̂.-:'.:ki'.".'" . '•"-"••'•', 
Mothers'.Against Violence in'America (MAVIA) will hold a.seriesr • 

'.'ffikRublic meetings thiTweek and nexlrThcy'include: -i •_fV;..':S;. - ' 
i%:jS«.T6mght.at-7 p.'m. at Pine Lake-Middle School in Issaquah: con-
*Stact is Andrea'Manin,357-9679^%?^.'"' •.«.'<:V • r-*-:': ' ' 
U^ifip-Tuesday at.7 p.m. at Panther Lake Elementary School in Kent: 
•'ii'ooritact.Melissa S w e e n e y r S S O - l S Z ^ v A v ^ r ' . • '• •'<--'; 
f t ? / • Wednesdav ai'7 p.m. at Mount" Rainier High School in Des Moines; 
.ftcoritact Colette'Shappart,'S7S-S2S7r:, -h~ '-'J i ; - ^ .'".;':. : . ' . 

Thursday at 7:30 p.m.- at the Community Center at Mercer View . 

C'<Jeanrie S n i i t h ; : 8 6 9 - 7 1 6 7 . g ^ T i i i ^ ' ^ i i ^ v i a ^ ' . - v ' ^ i ^ ' ^ f e i v i ' 
*SSf:,Meeiings'are being'planh'ed elsewhere around the.state.' For further •. 

.ynform'atio"n. MAVLA can be a-'ached at.343-0676'. ' • . 
:.''*iv--.The organization has;.opened an office.-in donated space at .Chandler's 
i..«Coye on Seattle's Lake Union,-'a[.'90LFaimew Ave. N., Suite A146..; 
H M A V L V S mailing address is''p:0;'Box^44; Mercer Island^WA 9aU40. 

Murray has since agreed lo be on 
MAVIA's advisory committee, which 
will include authorities in areas such 
as medicine, teen outreach, education 
and law enforcement. 

Finally, on a trip to Chicago last 
month, Eakes said she read the local 
paper, which keeps a running toll of 
children killed by acts of violence. " I 

saw that number rise every day." she 
said. 

After news reports of Eakes' early 
efforts to organize M A V I A , she 
received hundreds of letters of sup­
port. She also received many phone 
culls from people wanting to help. 

Collelte Shappart is one struck 
by what MAVIA hopes lo do. 

« \ t r \ t ! 

The Des Moines resident wi l l be 
on hand at a M A V I A meet ing 
Thursday to tell how her 16-year-
old son was accosted by a man who 
held a semi-automatic, fully loaded 
hand gun to his head in a crowded 
Safeway parking lot. He was attempt-

. ing to steal the St. Christopher's 
medal and gold chain hanging around 
her son's neck. 

"You read aboul it happening in 
Los Angeles or on Rainier Avenue, 
and think. ' I t can't happen here.' 
That's what 1 Ihoughl, too," said 
Shappart. 

"Violence knows no social or eco­
nomic barriers. It touches all of us," 
added Jenny Wieland. "The last thing 
I ever thought could happen to Amy 
is that she would get shot. We dis­
cussed drugs, alcohol, AIDS, but 
guns were not an issue. 1 was under 
Ihe false impression that it was an 
urban problem, or one for al risk chil­
dren." 

Amy, who lived with her molher 
and stepfather in Marysville. spent 
lots of lime riding horses in shows 
and ran around wilh a good group of 
kids, her mother said. 

"1 don't want there lo be any more 
victims." she added. " I don't want any 
more mothers to have lo go down Ihis 
path." , 
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