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Iconostasis 

Church of Saint John Karia, Le fleas, Greece 



WISHING YOU 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 

AND 

A JOYOUS NEW YEAR 

MARION 
KOPSIDAS 
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WILLINGBOR 
WILLINGBOR 

LIC SCHOOLS 
JERSEY 08046 

GERALDVN O. FOSTER, PH.D. , NCC 
SuPERINTr;NDlINl' ADMINMSTRATIVE On:icES 

LEVITT BUILDING 

50 SALKM ROAD 

TELEPHONE:(609)835-8600 

FAX: (609) 871-1566 

September 13, 1995 

Evan Ryan 
White House First Lady's Office 
OEOB 100 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms Ryan: 

Thank you for obtaining permission to print the photo of the Willingboro 
Superintendent's High Fliers Club - White House tour. Enclosed for your reading 
pleasure is a copy of the Urban Affairs Newsletter which features Willingboro on page 3. 

Geraldyn O. Foster, Ph.D., NCC 
Superintendent 

GOF/ysr 
Enclosure (1) 
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N E W J E R S E Y S C H O O L B O A R D S A S S O C I A T I O N 

F 
Six Years of Success 

or the sixth year in a row, the 
annual Urban Education 

Conference was a success, wi th over 
250 school board members, teachers, 
students, parents, school administrators 
and NJSBA officers in attendance. Ironi­
cally, the title of this year's program 
was "Student Success Network: Who 
is Involved?" 

Conference commit tee members 
responsible for planning the two-day 
event were Dorothie Dorrington, 
Atlantic City; Rita Heins, Lindenwold; 
Mamie Jackson, Pleasantville-, Elaine 
Bey, Camden; Fred Lester, Hillside; 
Nydia Belfort, Camden; Ernestine Harris, 
East Orange; Gilmon Brooks, Neptune; 
Will iam Knox, Long Branch; Maxine 
Baker, Passaic-, Dr. Willie Carter, 
Monroe; Cathy Southerland, Irvington; 
Diane Cooper, East Orange; Alice 
Dunston, Orange and commit tee chair­
person, Annette D'Angelo, Bloomfield. 

The commit tee selected a new site 
for the 1995 Spring Conference and 
Annual Dinner held on May 19 and 20. 

The Friday night and Saturday affair took 
place at the Holiday Inn Conference 
Center and Hotel in Somerset. 

The program showcased ten 
"Programs that Work." Educational 
initiatives developed by local school 
district staff had specific components 
that demonstrated successful collabor­
ation between schools and communi ty 
agencies. Urban school district 
superintendents submitted model 
program descriptions for review and 
consideration by the conference 
planning committee. 

Using the conference theme and 
evaluation reports that documented 
student g row th and educational 
improvement , the commi t tee selected 
the fo l lowing projects: "Augusta 
Street School Young Gent lemen's 
Club," I rv ington Board of Education; 
"H igh l ighted Act ive Parental 
Involvement Program," Camden City; 
"Youth Employabi l i ty Enhancement 
Program," Orange City; Site-Based 

continued on page 2 

Henrietta Craber discusses student volunteer programs with a portion of the 250 board 
members, teachers, students and parents at the annual Urban Education Conference. 
(See photo spread, page 3.) p h o t o b y M i | a m 

NJSBA President Mark Finkelstein (right) 
presented Bridgeton board members Creta 
Chappell and Albert Morgan with the board 
certification award. 

photo by (ulianne Likens 

Bridgeton Board 
Receives Certification 

T 
I he Bridgeton Board of Educa-

/HIMSRIW tion was awarded board certi­
fication by the NJSBA Board Member 
Academy in recognition of its members' 
participation in training courses. 
Bridgeton joins the first two urban 
boards—Orange City and Camden 
C i t y—to receive board certification. 
There are 62 urban boards statewide. 

The certificate was presented by 
NJSBA President Mark Finkelstein at the 
June 9 Board of Directors meeting. 

Cert i f icat ion Requirements To 
receive board certification the board 
must schedule and participate in special 
training programs conducted by NJSBA. 
The board must earn at least 18 Board 
Member Academy Credits within a 
three-year period (each credit earned 
equals one hour of training). To count 
toward board certification, each training 
session must be attended by at least 
seven of a nine member board, five of a 
seven member board or four of a five 
member board. • 



President's 
Report 

Mark J. Finkelstein 

n April 15, 1965, the federal 
i immtmf government passed one of the 
most significant public education 
funding acts in history. The legislation 
signed into law was P.L. 89-10, the 
"Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act." Most of the 15,000 school districts 
across this country were affected by the 
enactment of this law. The most popular 
section of the new law was "Title 1 of 
ESEA." Funding was categorical and 
intended to supplement local district 
funding sources. Students of urban 
school districts, so labeled "disadvan­
taged," were to receive all types of 
additional education, social and medical 
services. 

The landmark piece of legislation was 
reauthorized by Congress with various 
amendments. District leaders factored in 
those dollars as an expected resource to 
close the educational gap between less 
advantaged and more advantaged 
children in America's schools. 

After about 20 years of the categor­
ical funding approach, the federal 
government adopted a new policy of 
"block grants" and Title 1 of ESEA 
became Chapter I of the "Omnibus 
Educational Act ." The other eight title 
programs were consolidated into 
Chapter 2 of the Act and required 
competit ive funding. 

Once again the law has been 
changed. On July 1, 1995, a new Title I 
law took effect, but wi thout the many 
funding advantages for urban districts. 

National education groups project 
that a large number of schools wil l feel 
the effects of the changes in the massive 
federal compensatory-education pro­
gram, as early as the beginning of 
school this fall. The $7.2 billion program 
is sure to have a positive, significant 
effect on the educational services 
available to our nation's youth. The 

continued on page 4 

1995 
URBAN EDUCATION 

CONFERENCE 

* / 
Vernon L. Davey Jr. High School chorus 

William and Frances Knox 

Yolanda Ortiz (left) and Arleen Silver, Passaic 
board of education presenters 

Spring Conference continued 

Management and Its Effect on School 
Programs," Jersey City; "Summer 
Magic," Elizabeth; "Student Volunteer 
Partnerships Making a Difference," Long 
Branch; "First Grade Early Intervention 
Collaborative Team Model , " Plainfield; 
"CIRCA 2000," Pleasantville; "Special 
Needs Summer School," Passaic; 
"District Testing Institute/Drexel 
University Cooperative Programs, 
Mathematics Tutoring Partnership," 
Wil l ingboro. 

Student entertainment is always a 
major highlight of the weekend event. 
The Hillside High School performing 
Arts Club presented "Strength and 
Courage," a play written by senior Tala 
Price and performed by classmates Ellsa 
Melendez and Michael Smythe for 

Camden board presenters Attendees listen to presenters from the Came 



Presenter Steve DiDinato 

committee members and guests at the 
dinner meeting. Student performances 
by East Orange's Vernon L. Davey Junior 
High School Chorus and the Irvington 
High School Gospel Chorus were 
featured at the Urban Conference 
luncheon. All of the student performers 
and their directors received rave reviews 
for their performances. 

A compilat ion of the projects show­
cased at the conference ti t led "Suc­
cessful Programs and Projects that Work 
wi th Students" is available from NJSBA's 
Technical Assistance Unit. The booklet 
contains 36 different educational 
projects including a contact person for 
each. Anyone interested in obtaining a 
copy should call Maryann Wolverton at 
609-278-5263.H 

first Lady Greets Willingboro 
Students and Faculty 

r board discuss parental involvement. 

o 
n Wednesday, May 31 Dr. 

flUMMWiw Geraldyn O. Foster, superin­
tendent of the Wil l ingboro Public 
Schools, accompanied a group of 12 
students and three teachers to Washing­
ton, D.C. where the group was granted 
a private audience with First Lady Hillary 
Clinton and a special tour of the White 
House, including the rose garden and 
the Oval Office. In addition to the White 
House tour, the group also visited the 
Washington Monument, the Vietnam 
Wall, the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. 

The students selected for this event 
were members of the Superintendent's 
High Fliers Club, created to recognize 
Wil l ingboro school students who have 
shown tremendous academic achieve­
ment or demonstrated leadership skills. 
Three pupils from Wil l ingboro High 
School, two from Memorial Junior High, 
and one from each of the seven elemen­
tary schools were chosen to take this 
memorable trip. The teachers selected to 
accompany the students were nomin­
ated as Wil l ingboro's Outstanding 
Teachers of the Year. • 

Dr. Geraldyn O. Foster, superintendent (left) accompanied 12 of Willingboro's top student 
leaders along with three faculty members to the White House. 

photo credit: White House staff 

Local Legislators Head Agenda at Workshop 

c barter Schools topped head­
lines across the nation in 1995. 

An important issue to our own local 
legislation, NJSBA has invited two 
assemblymen and two senators to sit on 
the panel at the Urban Boards Program 
at workshop this year and explain their 
positions and proposed bills. 

Assemblymen John Rocco and Joseph 
Doria, Jr. wil l be on hand to explain A-
592 and how it will effect urban 
education. Senators John Ewing and 

Richard LaRossa wil l be present to de­
fine and promote their bill, S-1 796. All 
panelists have been invited to speak to 
the issues and entertain questions from 
the guests. 

This year marks a change in our 
traditional location. Join members of the 
panel and Urban Boards Committee in 
the Trump Plaza Ballroom - Chelsea C 
(6th floor) at 9:30 a.m. The Urban 
Luncheon wil l immediately fol low at the 
same location. • 



Committee Officers Elected 

Newly-elected officers to the Urban Boards Committee are from left liita Heins, Lindenwold; 
Ernestine Harris, East Orange; Annette D'Angelo, Bloomfield: Dorothie Dorrington. Atlantic 
City: Elaine Bey. Camden City; William Knox. Lone Branch. , „ 

•r s * photo by Ray Milam 

T 
J | he Annual Spring Dinner 

mmmaiB signals the end of the com­
mittee's current year programs and 
includes the election of new officers for 
the upcoming two-year term. 

Urban Boards Committee Chair­
person Elaine Bey stepped down from 
office after serving as chairperson and 
vice chairperson for the past four years. 
The former president of the Camden 
City Board of Education "passed the 
gavel" to the commit tee's vice chair­
person, Annette D'Angelo, Bloomfield, 

for the 1995-97 term. 

Ernestine Harris from the East 
Orange Board of Education was elected 
vice chairperson. Other officers elected 
or re-elected to complete their terms 
of office were Rita Heins, Lindenwold, 
delegate; Harriet Johnson, Orange, 
alternate; Will iam Knox, Long Branch, 
delegate; and Dorothie Dorrington, 
Atlantic City, delegate. 

The delegates and alternates repre­
sent the Urban Boards Committee on 
the NJSBA Board of Directors. • 

President's Message continued 

most dramatic changes and improve­
ments are likely to take place within 
school districts, especially in large urban 
school systems. 

The funding formula and proposed 
regulations include a new initiative 
that tie the program to the educational 
standards movement. The outcome 
could mean that high-achieving, high-
poverty schools may receive increased 
funding. 

There wil l be winners and losers, but 
for now, we welcome the final passage 
of the legislation and the return of Title 
I funding. Keep watching NJSBA pub­
lications as regulations and guidelines 
are finalized. • 

New Superintendents 
Appointed and 

Retirements Announced 

T 
I he closing events of the 1994-

fliiw.ira.ra1 95 school year represented 
the last high school prom, graduation 
exercises and, of course, board of 
education meetings for a number of 
school superintendents. Among those 
retiring after many successful years in 
the profession were John J. McGeehan, 
Kearny; Dr. Henry Oliver, Englewood 
City; Joseph Caruso, Keansburg; Joseph 
Wisniewski, Weehawken Township; and 
Rose Stahnten, Hillside Township. 

continued on page 6 

Chairperson's 
Report 

Annette D'Angelo 

J hope you are enjoying what is 
eamntstkv left of summer 1995. Isn't it 
nice to have some leisure t ime to reflect 
upon the past school year and plan for 
the future? As school board members, 
we are proud of the successes in our 
districts. Our pride surely was shining 
brightly last May dur ing the Urban 
Education Conference, when we shared 
wi th each other presentations of our 
most successful programs. For the sixth 
consecutive year we have proven that 
"urban" does NOT mean failure! 

It is so rewarding to know that 
together we can raise the level of 
education throughout the state. 
Together we can give our children 
opportunit ies to participate in programs 
which have been tried and tested and 
truly work. We possess the camaraderie 
to work as a team and the drive to be 
successful. We're proud of who we are 
and it shows: our positive att i tude is 
contagious. It spills over into our 
communit ies and suddenly, we have 
parents, teachers and most important, 
students who are proud and ready to 
succeed. 

While I remember our success, I 
would like to thank all of the members 
of the commit tee and NJSBA staff, who 
worked so hard to plan a wonderful 
conference. Weren' t the student 
performers fantastic? While we were 
being entertained, we received a 
special gift f rom them. . . a very strong 
message of love. 

My warmest thanks are extended to 
Elaine Bey, immediate past chairperson, 
for being the beacon of l ight for us to 
fol low in our quest for excellence. Her 
strength and perseverance make her a 
role model for all of us to admire. I 
welcome the opportuni ty to work 
closely wi th my vice chairperson, 
Ernestine Harris of East Orange — a 
truly dedicated board member. 

continued on page 6 



President's 
Report 

Mark J. Finkelstein 

n April 1 5, 1965, the federal 
/Stammr government passed one of the 
most significant public education 
funding acts in history. The legislation 
signed into law was P.L. 89-10, the 
"Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act." Most of the 15,000 school districts 
across this country were affected by the 
enactment of this law. The most popular 
section of the new law was "Title 1 of 
ESEA." Funding was categorical and 
intended to supplement local district 
funding sources. Students of urban 
school districts, so labeled "disadvan­
taged," were to receive all types of 
additional education, social and medical 
services. 

The landmark piece of legislation was 
reauthorized by Congress wi th various 
amendments. District leaders factored in 
those dollars as an expected resource to 
close the educational gap between less 
advantaged and more advantaged 
children in America's schools. 

After about 20 years of the categor­
ical funding approach, the federal 
government adopted a new policy of 
"block grants" and Title 1 of ESEA 
became Chapter I of the "Omnibus 
Educational Act." The other eight title 
programs were consolidated into 
Chapter 2 of the Act and required 
competit ive funding. 

Once again the law has been 
changed. On )uly I, 1995, a new Title 1 
law took effect, but wi thout the many 
funding advantages for urban districts. 

National education groups project 
that a large number of schools wil l feel 
the effects of the changes in the massive 
federal compensatory-education pro­
gram, as early as the beginning of 
school this fall. The $7.2 billion program 
is sure to have a positive, significant 
effect on the educational services 
available to our nation's youth. The 

continued on page 4 
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U R B A N E D U C A T I O N 

C O N F E R E N C E 

Vernon L. Davey jr. High School chorus 

William and Frances Knox 

Yolanda Ortiz (left) and Arleen Silver, Passaic 
board of education presenters 

Spring Conference continued 

Management and Its Effect on School 
Programs," Jersey City; "Summer 
Magic," Elizabeth; "Student Volunteer 
Partnerships Making a Difference," Long 
Branch; "First Grade Early Intervention 
Collaborative Team Model , " Plainfield; 
"CIRCA 2000," Pleasantville; "Special 
Needs Summer School," Passaic; 
"District Testing Institute/Drexel 
University Cooperative Programs, 
Mathematics Tutoring Partnership," 
Wil l ingboro. 

Student entertainment is always a 
major highlight of the weekend event. 
The Hillside High School performing 
Arts Club presented "Strength and 
Courage," a play written by senior Tala 
Price and performed by classmates Ellsa 
Melendez and Michael Smythe for 

Camden board presenters 
i./ £Sf= 

Attendees listen to presenters from the Camdt 



Presenter Steve DiDinato 

committee members and guests at the 
dinner meeting. Student performances 
by East Orange's Vernon L. Davey Junior 
High School Chorus and the Irvington 
High School Gospel Chorus were 
featured at the Urban Conference 
luncheon. All of the student performers 
and their directors received rave reviews 
for their performances. 

A compilat ion of the projects show­
cased at the conference titled "Suc­
cessful Programs and Projects that Work 
wi th Students" is available from NJSBA's 
Technical Assistance Unit. The booklet 
contains 36 different educational 
projects including a contact person for 
each. Anyone interested in obtaining a 
copy should call Maryann Wolverton at 
609-278-5263.B 

board discuss parental involvement. 

First Lady Greets Willingboro 
Students and Faculty 

o 
n Wednesday, May 31 Dr. 

^astaeo Geraldyn O. Foster, superin­
tendent of the Wil l ingboro Public 
Schools, accompanied a group of 12 
students and three teachers to Washing­
ton, D.C. where the group was granted 
a private audience with First Lady Hillary 
Clinton and a special tour of the White 
House, including the rose garden and 
the Oval Office. In addition to the White 
House tour, the group also visited the 
Washington Monument, the Vietnam 
Wall, the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. 

The students selected for this event 
were members of the Superintendent's 
High Fliers Club, created to recognize 
Wil l ingboro school students who have 
shown tremendous academic achieve­
ment or demonstrated leadership skills. 
Three pupils from Wil l ingboro High 
School, two from Memorial Junior High, 
and one from each of the seven elemen­
tary schools were chosen to take this 
memorable trip. The teachers selected to 
accompany the students were nomin­
ated as Wil l ingboro's Outstanding 
Teachers of the Year. • 

Dr. Geraldyn O. Foster, superintendent (left) accompanied 12 of Willingboro's top student 
leaders along with three faculty members to the White House. 

photo credit: White House staff 

Local Legislators Head Agenda at Workshop 

C 
barter Schools topped head-

Aiamniiiiv lines across the nation in 1995. 
An important issue to our own local 
legislation, NJSBA has invited two 
assemblymen and two senators to sit on 
the panel at the Urban Boards Program 
at workshop this year and explain their 
positions and proposed bills. 

Assemblymen John Rocco and Joseph 
Doria, Jr. wil l be on hand to explain A-
592 and how it wil l effect urban 
education. Senators John Ewing and 

Richard LaRossa wil l be present to de­
fine and promote their bill, S-1 796. All 
panelists have been invited to speak to 
the issues and entertain questions from 
the guests. 

This year marks a change in our 
traditional location. Join members of the 
panel and Urban Boards Committee in 
the Trump Plaza Ballroom - Chelsea C 
(6th floor) at 9:30 a.m. The Urban 
Luncheon wil l immediately fol low at the 
same location. • 



Committee Officers Elected 

Newly-elected officers to the Urban Boards Committee are from left Rita Heins. Lindenwold; 
Ernestine Harris. East Orange; Annette D'Angelo, Bloomfield; Dorothie Dorrington, Atlantic 
City; Elaine Bey, Camden City; William Knox, Long Branch. , , „ 

photo by Ray Milam 

T 
£ he Annual Spring Dinner 

araiwrwj signals the end of the com­
mittee's current year programs and 
includes the election of new officers for 
the upcoming two-year term. 

Urban Boards Committee Chair­
person Elaine Bey stepped down from 
office after serving as chairperson and 
vice chairperson for the past four years. 
The former president of the Camden 
City Board of Education "passed the 
gavel" to the committee's vice chair­
person, Annette D'Angelo, Bloomfield, 

for the 1995-97 term. 

Ernestine Harris from the East 
Orange Board of Education was elected 
vice chairperson. Other officers elected 
or re-elected to complete their terms 
of office were Rita Heins, Lindenwold, 
delegate; Harriet Johnson, Orange, 
alternate; Will iam Knox, Long Branch, 
delegate; and Dorothie Dorrington, 
Atlantic City, delegate. 

The delegates and alternates repre­
sent the Urban Boards Committee on 
the NJSBA Board of Directors. • 

President's Message continued 

most dramatic changes and improve­
ments are likely to take place within 
school districts, especially in large urban 
school systems. 

The funding formula and proposed 
regulations include a new initiative 
that tie the program to the educational 
standards movement. The outcome 
could mean that high-achieving, high-
poverty schools may receive increased 
funding. 

There wil l be winners and losers, but 
for now, we welcome the final passage 
of the legislation and the return of Title 
i funding. Keep watching NJSBA pub­
lications as regulations and guidelines 
are finalized. • 

New Superintendents 
Appointed and 

Retirements Announced 

T 
I he closing events of the 1994-

Atw-si-'Mi 95 school year represented 
the last high school p rom, graduation 
exercises and, of course, board of 
education meetings for a number of 
school superintendents. Among those 
retiring after many successful years in 
the profession were John J. McGeehan, 
Kearny; Dr. Henry Oliver, Englewood 
City; Joseph Caruso, Keansburg; Joseph 
Wisniewski, Weehawken Township; and 
Rose Stahnten, Hillside Township. 

continued on page 6 

Chairperson's 
Report 

Annette D'Angelo 

J hope you are enjoying what is 
VMkwmv left of summer 1995. Isn't it 
nice to have some leisure t ime to reflect 
upon the past school year and plan for 
the future? As school board members, 
we are proud of the successes in our 
districts. Our pride surely was shining 
brightly last May dur ing the Urban 
Education Conference, when we shared 
wi th each other presentations of our 
most successful programs. For the sixth 
consecutive year we have proven that 
"urban" does NOT mean failure! 

It is so rewarding to know that 
together we can raise the level of 
education throughout the state. 
Together we can give our children 
opportunit ies to participate in programs 
which have been tried and tested and 
truly work. We possess the camaraderie 
to work as a team and the drive to be 
successful. We're proud of who we are 
and it shows: our positive att itude is 
contagious. It spills over into our 
communit ies and suddenly, we have 
parents, teachers and most important, 
students who are proud and ready to 
succeed. 

While I remember our success, I 
would like to thank all of the members 
of the commit tee and NJSBA staff, who 
worked so hard to plan a wonderful 
conference. Weren't the student 
performers fantastic? While we were 
being entertained, we received a 
special gift f rom them. . . a very strong 
message of love. 

My warmest thanks are extended to 
Elaine Bey, immediate past chairperson, 
for being the beacon of l ight for us to 
fol low in our quest for excellence. Her 
strength and perseverance make her a 
role model for all of us to admire. I 
welcome the opportuni ty to work 
closely wi th my vice chairperson, 
Ernestine Harris of East O r a n g e — a 
truly dedicated board member. 

continued on page 6 
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