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(Hdrenfc 
National Medical Center. 

Children's Hospital Foundation 
111 Michigan Avenue, N.VC. 

Washington, D C. 20010-2970 

The artwork on this card was created especially for you by Seren through New Horizons, 
the arts and cultural enrichment program for patients at Children's Hospital. 
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T H E P R E S I D E N T 

AND MRS. C L I N T O N 

welcome you to 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Friday, October 14,1994 



The Recipients 

NATIONAL MEDAL OF ARTS 

HARRY BELAFONTE 

DAVE WARREN BRUBECK 

CELIA CRUZ 

DOROTHY DELAY 

JULIE HARRIS 

ERICK HAWKINS 

GENE KELLY 

PETE SEEGER 

CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE 

WAYNE THIEBAUD 

RICHARD WILBUR 

YOUNG AUDIENCES INC. 

THE CHARLES FRANKEL PRIZE AWARD 

ERNEST L E R O Y BOYER 

W I L L I A M KITTREDGE 

PEGGY W H I T M A N PRENSHAW 

SHARON PERCY ROCKEFELLER 

DOROTHY PORTER WESLEY 

PRESIDENTIAL CITIZENS MEDAL 

Senator CLAIBORNE PELL 

National Arts and Humanities Month 

October 1994 

The arts and the humanities have long been an integral part of 
America's cultural heritage, encouraging us to gain a deeper under­
standing of ourselves and of our society. In a world too often beset 
by hatred and incivility, the arts and humanities empower us to cele­
brate our individual identities, while reminding us of the values and 
commitments that unite us as a country. 

Although the rich diversity of our nation would seem to preclude 
an official American culture, we have a powerful tradition of artistic 
expression and intellectual inquiry that honors every one of us 
equally. Through art, music, literature, history, and philosophy, we 
preserve and pass along, from generation to generation, our most 
cherished images, ideas, and beliefs. 

For more than tiuo centuries, the arts and humanities have helped 
Americans transcend political, religious, racial, and ethnic divisions by 
engaging us in the common task of interpreting and expressing the 
meaning of human experience. When we read each other's stories, dis­
cuss each other's ideas, and feel each other's emotions through dance, 
painting, and song, we come to understand the complexity and texture 
of each other's lives. In so doing, we gain a greater appreciation and 
understanding of the breadth of human thought and emotion. And we 
gain a more profound sense of our common purpose as Americans. 

But if the arts and humanities are essential to appreciating and 
preserving our culture, they are also essential to our growth and re­
newal as a people. For it is only by deepening our understanding, 
unleashing our imaginations, and enlarging our capacities to see 
and to feel that we can envision a better future for ourselves, our 
communities, and our nation. 

In the new and complicated century that awaits us, we will depend 
even more on our artists and humanists to help us discover the roots of 
our deepest beliefs and gain a vision of our most promising possibilities. 

The month of October has been designated National Arts and Hu­
manities Month, and I urge all Americans to celebrate the artistic 
and intellectual freedoms we enjoy and to reflect on the crucial role 
they play in reinvigorating and renewing our great nation every day. 

METROGNOMES 

The Metrognomes is a Washington, D.C.-based a cappella 
singing group. Formed three years ago by former collegiate 
"a cappellans," the Metrognomes perform an array of pop­
ular music from a variety of eras from the 1940s up to the 
1990s. The group's unique harmonies and vast repertoire 
appeal to audiences of all ages and backgrounds. 

An exhibition of 
Twentieth Century American Sculpture 

is on display in the 
First Ladies Garden 
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The Children's Defense Fund is a nonprofit research and advocacy 
organization that exists to provide a strong and effective voice for the 

children of America, who cannot vote, lobby, or speak out for themselves. 
We pay particular attention to the needs of poor, minority, and disabled 
children. Our goal is to educate the nation about the needs of children 
and encourage preventive investment in children before they get sick, 
drop out of school, suffer family breakdown, or get into trouble. CDF is 
supported by corporate and foundation grants and by individual dona­
tions. We accept no government funds. 

Children's Defense Fund .25 E Street, N.W.- Washington, D.C. 20001 • (202) 628-8787 
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Martin L. Fox, M.D. 
33 Riverside Drive, Apartment 10C 

New York, New York 10023 

5/18/95 

Ms. Evan Ryan 
Office of the First Lady 
Old Executive Office Building 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Evan, 

Although it has been almost a month since our attendance at the White House Easter 
Egg event, the memories of that pleasant day remain quite vivid and enjoyable. Our 
children had a wonderful time and will remember the experience for many years to 
come. 

We wanted to take this opportunity to express our thanks to you for helping with 
arrangements. Please accept the enclosed as a small token of our appreciation. 

Many thanks. 

Sjrtcexely, 

Martin , Robin, Gregory and Harrison Fox 





specific aesthetic issues to provide a condensed survey of the 

development of American sculpture of our time and also to 

provide the visitor with some understanding of this dramatic 

transformation of the medium from historical traditions into 

contemporary concepts. 

The current selection is drawn from public art collections of 

the Midwest. Any selection constrained as this is by limitations 

of space, fonnat and scale is necessarily arbitrary. However, it is 

hoped that these few works of art, in this beautiful setting, will 

offer the visitor to our nation's greatest house some insight into 

the wealth, vitality, imagination and creative achievement to be 

experienced in the work of American sculptors of the 20th 

century. 

George W. Neubert, Director 

Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery and Sculpture Garden 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

This exhibition was made possible 
by the generosity of the 

Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Foundation 

with the co-operation of 
The Committee for the Preservation 

of the White House 
and 

White House Historical Association 

Twentieth Century 
American Scubture 

a 
le White House 
An Exhibition 



have always loved sculpture. My husband and I 

spent our first date in an art gallery's garden filled 

with American sculpture. The President and I hope 

this exhibition of 20th century American sculpture 

will delight, challenge and inspire the thousands of 

visitors who pass through the White House every clay. 

It is also appropriate that this exhibition is on display in 

the garden conceived of and created by First Lady 

Jacqueline Kennedy. Mrs. Kennedy believed that art 

could and should be a part of all of our lives. Now these 

masterpieces of contemporary art will be accessible to a 

new and larger audience than ever before. 

The 12 sculptures selected celebrate the special genius 

of American artists and their enduring capacity to stir our 

imaginations and touch our hearts. 

I hope this celebration of America's creative spirit will 

enable each of us to gain a greater appreciation of the 

rich cultural traditions we share as a nation and as a 

people. 

My special thanks go to the Association of Art 

Museum Directors, the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor 

Foundation, George Neubert, J. Carter Brown, and the 

lending institutions, for their time, energy, and wisdom in 

making this exhibition possible. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 

m 
he twelve works of art selected from American art 

museums for this special exhibition span over seventy 

years of the 20th century, and represent a diverse and 

vital aspect of our cultural heritage. Conceived by 

Mrs. Clinton and drawn from public collections in the 

heartland of the nation and installed in the First Ladies' Garden 

of the White House, the exhibition has been organized under the 

auspices of the Association of Art Museum Directors. 

The current selection provides a visual illustration and 

understanding of the transformation and development of 20th 

century sculpture. 

Historically, sculptures have funclioned primarily as 

statuary, nobly serving a civic purpose to memorialize 

society's heroes and reflecting its philosophical ideas. Pieces 

were often placed in an honored setting, high up on a 

pedestal, physically removed from everyday pedestrian 

traffic. Today, much contemporary sculpture has been 

removed from the elevated space and placed directly within 

the context of the viewer's environment. Significant 20th 

century sculpture now reflects the individual artist's vision 

and personal convictions about humankind and contemporary 

issues in modern society. Freed from specific subject matter 

or function, the visual and physical elements of three-

dimensional form—shape, texture, color—have become the 

primary syntax for expression in the 20th century. 

This exhibition highlights important examples of work by 

American artists who have contributed to this historical 

artistic transformation. Though retrospective in nature, over 

half of the inclusions in this exhibition are by living 

American artists. Diverse in their ideas, idioms and chosen 

medium, they span several artistic generations. Divided 

almost equally between figuration and abstraction, all evoke 

references to nature and the human figure. 

Carved, modeled, or constructed, the predominant concern 

with material, structure, gravity, gesture and movement 

(implied or real) invite the viewer actively to participate and 

experience the work. Pieces were chosen that incorporate 
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