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T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 8, 1993 

Rachel Greenhaus 
Rd2 Box 2563 

Vergennes, Vermont 05491 

Dear Rachel: 
Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o Mrs. C l i n t o n . Although the 

F i r s t Lady i s always pleased t o hear from young people, the 
enormous amount of mail t h a t she has received t h i s year has 
meant t h a t she i s not always able t o respond t o them as 
promptly or as persona l l y as she would p r e f e r . I know she 
would want me t o l e t you know t h a t she has not made an 
announcement regarding peas. I f she were t o t a l k about 
peas, however, she would t e l l you t h a t she l i k e s them as 
much as you do. 

Almost everyone has a f a v o r i t e vegetable. Most people 
p r e f e r c e r t a i n vegetables over others. Even i f you have a 
f a v o r i t e , you should t r y a v a r i e t y of vegetables so t h a t 
your d i e t can be healthy, v a r i e d and i n t e r e s t i n g . 

Thank you again f o r sharing your comments w i t h Mrs. C l i n t o n 
and f o r sending the l o v e l y drawing i l l u s t r a t i n g your 
l e t t e r . 

Sincerely yours, 

A l i c e J. Pushkar 
D i r e c t o r of Correspondence 

f o r the F i r s t Lady 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
370 L'Enfant Promenade, S.W. j 
Washington, D.C. 20447 

Dear (b)(6) 

This i s in response to your letter to President and Mrs. Cliriton 
regarding problems you are experiencing with your daughter abound 
the care of your grandchildren, for whom you are legal guardian. 

Your family's living arrangement reflects a long standing 
practice in this country of grandparents voluntarily caring for 
their grandchildren in time of need. If i t were not for caring 
individuals like yourself, many of these children would end up in 
the foster care system in the care of strangers. 

In response to your request for assistance, we have identified 
some resources that might be able to help you. An attorney can 
help you to sort out your rights under the guardianship 
agreement. The Ozark Legal Services Bureau in Harrison may be 
able to provide legal advice to you free of charge. You shoiuld 
contact Ma. Margaret Reger at the address below: 

Ozark Legal Services Bureau 
Post Office Box 1613 
213 w. Rush Street 
Harrison, Arkansas 72601 
(501) 741-2454 

Many relative caregivers find support groups very helpful. While 
we were unable to identify support groups in Boone county, ye 
were successful in finding a national organization in the State 
of Michiganithat provides support and guidance. ROCKING, Inc. 
(Raising Our Children's Kids: An Intergenerational Network;of 
Grandparenting, Inc.) located in Niles, Michigan, can provide you 
with information on how to begin a support group. ROCKING, Inc. 
(brochure enclosed) is a confederation of grandparents and others 
who provide emotional and practical support for a l l grandparents 
and relative caregivers. For additional information, you should 
contact Ms. Mary Fron at the address below: 

j Ms. Mary Fron 
President 
ROCKING, Inc. 
P.O. Box 96 
Niles, Michigan 49120 
(616) 683-9038 



NOV-04-1993 13:49 FROM fiCYF HORN TO 94562992 P.33 

Page 2 - (b)(6) 

There i s also some promising pending legislation in this area. 
The Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Assistance Act has bepn 
proposed. This Act contains various provisions intended to j : 
benefit grandparents raising their grandchildren. Among othter 
things, the Act would fund grandparent resource centers and amend 
Title IVHE of the Social Security Act to require the Departrajeht 
of Health and Human services to develop model procedures for' 
States to use in notifying relatives prior to placement of a; 
child in foster care. ; 

1 
Finally, the enactment of the Administration's new Family ! 
Preservation and Family Support Services legislation could bjaVe a 
positive impact on relative caregivers' support needs in the 
future. The major child welfare provisions in this legislation 
are: (1) Community-based family support programs that workjwith 
families before a c r i s i s occurs to enhance child development; and 
increase family stability; and (2) Family preservation programs 
that serve families in c r i s i s or at risk of having their children 
placed in foster care as well as other follow up services 1 

including family reunification. 

I hope this information will be helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

seph A. Mottola 
cting Commissioner 

Administration on Children, 
and Families 

Yputh 
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Ms. H i l l a r y Rodham C l i n t o n 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington. D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. C l i n t o n : 

I would l i k e to inform you of one example of why health care 
costs, government spending and government waste continue at such 
high l e v e l s . The lack of human decencv and compassion seems to 
be an obvious f a c t o r but since no one we've encountered i n our 
p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n seems to care much about such 
considerations, perhaps someone would take issue w i t h the 
associated f i s c a l concerns. 

Although I'd prefer to r e l a t e our experience i n a shorter t e x t , 
my several attempts to do so f a i l e d . Please excuse the length of 
t h i s correspondence. 

I am the stepmother of a 15-year-old boy, John, who i s m u l t i -
handicapped. He i s profoundly deaf, has cerebral palsy (but i s 
ambulatory) and i s developmenta1ly disabled.with emotional and 
behavioral problems. Although he i s 15. his physical s t a t u r e i s 
dim i n u t i v e and. p h y s i c a l l y , he appears to be about 10 or 11. His 
emotional and i n t e l l e c t u a l age ranges frojn 3 to 10, varying 
widely i n d i f f e r e n t areas. He has p e r s o n a l i t y that won't q u i t 
and i s i n h e r e n t l y a very loving and charming boy w i t h an 
exceptional sense of humor and boundless energy. I have been 
around many special needs c h i l d r e n and I f i n d him to be an 
extremely unique, complex, and m y s t i f y i n g human being even 
amongst other " s p e c i a l " c h i l d r e n . On occasions. I have even 
wondered i f he's a l i t t l e p i x i e or e l f from some other world. 

v.-

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , however, the r e a l i t y of h i s handicaps and the 
society i n which we l i v e have deprived us of the luxury or 
enjoyment i n e n t e r t a i n i n g such s i l l y n o t i o ns. As i f his physical 
and mental handicaps were not enough, t h i s c h i l d has had to face 
innumerable hardships. My husband fathered t h i s c h i l d when he 
was 17. Both the f a t h e r and mother came from abusive, low 
income, d y s f u n c t i o n a l f a m i l i e s , and the mother of the boy, who 
was 20 at the time, refused to have an ab o r t i o n even though she 
continued t a k i n g drugs and d r i n k i n g alcohol throughout her 
pregnancy and even though there was no way, other than w e l f a r e , 
f o r her to support the c h i l d . When John was born two months 
premature, w i t h cerebral palsy, she suddenly wanted his f a t h e r 
back i n her l i f e though she previously r e j e c t e d him. So ray 
husband moved i n with the woman, although he didn't love her and 
she didn ' t love him, dropped out of high school and worked to 
support them. Sh o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , they discovered that John was 
b i l a t e r a l l y and profoundly deaf. 
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After tw> yeai-s-. tfcfc WA'Sft Siarted having an affair with another 
man. When she became pregnant w i t h t h i s man, she took John and 
moved i n w i t h her new husband. Over the next three years, she 
had two more c h i l d r e n , a l l supported by the welfare system. With 
three young c h i l d r e n to take care o f , i n a d d i t i o n to John, she 
became in c r e a s i n g l y unable to cope w i t h John and his 
d i s a b i l i t i e s . She never took the time or made the time to lea r n 
sign language although his f a t h e r and other f a m i l y members had, 
and she had no way to communicate w i t h him and he, needless to 
say, began to develop behavioral and emotional problems. When 
she s t a r t e d e x h i b i t i n g p h y s i c a l l y abusive behavior towards him, 
and a f t e r an incident i n which she l i t e r a l l y packed John's 
clothes and t o l d him to get out of the house a f t e r .slamming him 
against a w a l l (he was about 7 or 8 at the t i m e ) , his f a t h e r took 
sole custody of him. 

Since t h a t time, seven plus years ago, the mother has had 
v i r t u a l l y nothing to do wi t h hira. He s t i l l misses her and c r i e s 
on occasion because she doesn't want to see him and because he 
misses h i s h a l f brothers and s i s t e r . He sees them on rare 
occasions but only f o r a few hours at a time. She doesn't 
acknowledge his b i r t h d a y or holidays. 

In a d d i t i o n to t h i s , as i f t h i s was not enough, the^school system 
s t a r t e d i n f l i c t i n g t h e i r ineptness on the c h i l d "early on i n h i s 
-s'Cfiooi background. Due to his behaviors, even though they were 
not of a physical nature but of an emotional one, they had a 
doctor put him on medication which aggravated his cerebral palsy. 
A f t e r an incident i n which he came home from school, at age 5, 
i n a f e v e r , trembling and shaking u n c o n t r o l l a b l y , the mother took 
him o f f the medication. 

There are too many school placements, i n c i d e n t s , and horror 
s t o r i e s to d e t a i l here, but one r e l a t i v e l y "minor" one which 
b r i e f l y i l l u s t r a t e s the callousness and lack of caring was when 
his f a t h e r took custody of him and he was placed i n a special ed 
class on a mainstream campus by the school d i s t r i c t . Although 
the d i s t r i c t assured, i n w r i t i n g , t h a t John would have a s i g n i n g 
aide i n the classroom (since he was the only deaf c h i l d and the 
teacher could not s i g n ) , the s i g n i n g aide never showed up. John, 
at 7 or 8, had no way of knowing something was wrong or to t e l l 
his f a t h e r about the s i t u a t i o n . I t was two weeks before his 
f a t h e r found out, by chance, th a t the aide was not showing up. 
Throughout t h i s two week period, John had no one to communicate 
w i t h and had to cope, i n the meantime, w i t h the c r u e l teasing and 
harassment by classmates. 

John has never been able to s o c i a l i z e w i t h h i s "peers" i n school 
because his unique combination of handicaps and his cleverness 
vs. his mental handicaps have l e f t him peerless i n each s i t u a t i o n 
he has been i n . I n v a r i a b l y , his "peers" w i l l be much older than 
him, much younger than him, more p h y s i c a l l y handicapped, less 
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p h y s i c a l l y handicapped, f a r too s o p h i s t i c a t e d f o r him, or not 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d enough. Plus his deafness i s o l a t e s him even more. 
Even when he was i n school placements e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the hearing 
impaired, he could f i n d no peers as many of those c h i l d r e n ' s only 
handicap was t h e i r deafness. We know he has wanted to s o c i a l i z e ^ 
and has desperately t r i e d but he j u s t can't seem to e s t a b l i s h 
anything more than a s u p e r f i c i a l f r i e n d s h i p w i t h other c h i l d r e n . 

And because the school system i s regimental i n p l a c i n g even 
special ed c h i l d r e n i n classes/grades according to t h e i r 
c h r onological age vs. t h e i r emotiona1/inte1lectua1 age, John kept 
lagging behind because his behavioral problems wouJ.d i n v a r i a b l y 
prevent him from developing academically. This, i h t u r n , would 
cause him even more f r u s t r a t i o n when he couldn't compete or 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n classroom assignments. 

When Greg, my husband, and I moved i n together f i v e years ago, I 
was somewhat aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s he was having t r y i n g to 
r a i s e John on his own, i . e . , keeping a job, f i n d i n g day care, 
dealing w i t h the school d i s t r i c t , but I had no idea what a 
h o r r i b l e , degrading, demoralizing experience was i n s t o r e . I 
also believed that I would j u s t s t a r t networking w i t h the various 
agencies, advocates and organizations "devoted" to a s s i s t i n g 
special needs c h i l d r e n and we would e v e n t u a l l y f i n d the r i g h t 
school, p r o f e s s i o n a l and appropriate day care, and i n doing so 
provide John a safe, secure and n u r t u r i n g environment, at l a s t . 

Furthermore, when we f i r s t moved i n together, I had an e x c e l l e n t 
c r e d i t r a t i n g , a good job, and a modest savings. However, w i t h i n 
the f i r s t three months a f t e r being together, a f t e r Greg found a 
f u l l - t i m e job a f t e r r e l o c a t i n g to my area, and a f t e r having no 
luck f i n d i n g a day care f a c i l i t y f o r John (as i t was i n the 
summer), I l o s t my job when the b a b y s i t t e r we d i d f i n d c a l l e d me 
up at work to come pick up John ( a f t e r only spending two hours 
w i t h him). 

Since t h a t time, I have had numerous f u l l and part time jobs, 
none of which I have been able to keep because of school and day 
care problems. Even when he was e n r o l l e d i n school, I could not 
even keep part time jobs because we would be r o u t i n e l y called- by 
the schools and a f t e r school day care programs to come pic k John 
up because he had been suspended f o r days at a time (due to his 
behavior). Even though t h i s was i l l e g a l to due f o r more than 
f i v e days per school year, as we found out l a t e r , they would not 
always use the word "suspension" but suggested we keep John home 
for a few days f o r his own good. Since we had no f a m i l y or 
f r i e n d s who could watch John during the day one of us would have 
to take time o f f from work. When I was t r y i n g to keep jobs, 
sometimes my husband would take time o f f . This, of course, 
damaged his p o t e n t i a l f o r advancements i n his employment because 
even i f employers were sympathetic to the s i t u a t i o n they could 
not consider e i t h e r of us dependable enough to advance - which 
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also a f f e c t e d earning p o t e n t i a l . And when push came to shove, we 
would have to opt f o r me l o s i n g a job r a t h e r than him since he 
was earning more money than I , but s t i l l not enough to support 
our household. 

Af t e r three years of b a t t l i n g w i t h the school d i s t r i c t to f i n d 
some resolve to t h i s d e t e r i o r a t i n g s i t u a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the 
suggestion by us that John stay out of school and have f i v e hours 
a week of home schooling so he could at least get the education 
he had been deprived of, we met w i t h nothing but h o s t i l e and 
contemptuous res i s t a n c e . When his behaviors - a f t e r being placed 
(against our wishes) i n a special ed j u n i o r high cla.ss which was 
f a r too s o p h i s t i c a t e d f o r him - escalated to a point 1 i n which he 
r o u t i n e l y was suspended or had to be p h y s i c a l l y prone by numerous 
teachers and s t a f f , and was s o i l i n g and w e t t i n g his pants at 
school on a d a i l y basis, we c a l l e d another meeting. 

What these " c a r i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s " also f a i l e d to concern 
themselves w i t h was the f a c t that once he was i n an a g i t a t e d 
state he would carry t h i s behavior on at home unable to unwind 
once he l e f t school. Furthermore, what they refused to believe 
and/or d i d n ' t care about was the f a c t that when John was at home 
fo r prolonged periods, i . e . , during summer vacations, holiday 
breaks or long suspensions, his negative behaviors subsided and 
he was as well-behaved as any other c h i l d , as we had learned to 
cope w i t h and correct his previous bad behaviors at home through 
love, d i s c i p l i n e and consistency - something he never r e a l l y had 
on a regular basis when l i v i n g w i t h his mother and something the 
school system was incapable or u n w i l l i n g to e s t a b l i s h f o r him i n 
an* educational s e t t i n g . 

In a d d i t i o n , when he was at home f o r prolonged periods, he never 
had any t o i l e t i n g problems, but whenever he was r e i n s t a t e d i n 
school, t h i s behavior would manifest almost immediately. Again, 
no one seemed to care. 

In November of 1991, the s i t u a t i o n i n his j u n i o r high placement 
had d e t e r i o r a t e d to the point that John had defecated on the 
carpet i n h i s bedroom, something he had never done before at 
home. At t h i s meeting i t was clear that the special ed school vhe 
was e n r o l l e d i n c l e a r l y wanted John out of t h e i r school and they 
t o l d us the only place f o r him was a s p e c i a l r e s i d e n t i a l program 
f o r deaf c h i l d r e n w i t h emotional disorders. I t was, i n f a c t , at 
a state mental h o s p i t a l i n Napa, C a l i f o r n i a , over 400 miles from 
our home. Although we were against the placement, i t was made 
clear to us that t h i s 12 to 18-month program was our only 
a l t e r n a t i v e and the only way to s o c i a l i z e John so he could r e t u r n 
to school. We were also t o l d that t h i s was a uniquely special 
program, as few were a v a i l a b l e , and was one of the best and most 
high l y regarded. When we asked f o r references from parents whose 
c h i l d r e n had completed t h i s program, we were assured they would 
be p l e n t i f u l and forthcoming. ( I n the f o l l o w i n g weeks, we 
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received none, but heard many excuses why). We were also t o l d 
that our only a l t e r n a t i v e was a program f o r deaf "gang member 
types" or f o r severely retarded youngsters (much younger than he) 
who were not deaf. 

(We l a t e r found out the procedures of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r meeting, 
the manner i n which t h i s placement was o f f e r e d , and the manner i n 
which t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n was presented to us was both i l l e g a l and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y u n e t h i c a l . Of course, when we found that out, we 
also found out there wasn't a whole l o t we could do about i t . 
I've enclosed copies of a legal case given to us by an attorney 
who t o l d us, i n essence, that you can't f i g h t the C a l i f o r n i a 
school system. A f t e r reading the opinions and arguments i n t h i s 
case, that became p a i n f u l l y apparent). 

When we drove the 400 miles to Napa w i t h John to v i s i t the 
program and received the guided tour, i t appeared i t might be a 
good program. Our son also appeared i n t e r e s t e d i n going there as 
he was miserable at his l a s t placement and he recognized a couple 
of the c h i l d r e n there from past schools he attended (and there 
have been many). When t a l k i n g w i t h the s t a f f p s y c h i a t r i s t and 
counselors, we voiced our concerns about the use of medications 
since we have found his behavioral problems to be emotional 
rather than p h y s i c a l l y based. Plus we were concerned w i t h the 
side a f f e c t s exacerbating his n e u r o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n . They 
assured us they only consider drug therapy as a l a s t r e s o r t and 
they, too, from what they had read about John, f e l t h i s behaviors 
were emotionally based. They also assured us they would want to 
c l o s e l y observe him f o r at least s i x months before even 
considering any drug therapy. 

We f e l t r e l i e v e d that they seemed to share our concerns and 
observations. What we encountered once we placed John there, two 
weeks l a t e r began t o , and continued t o , c o n t r a d i c t everything we 
were t o l d and promised. In the ensuing eight weeks we v i s i t e d 
the f a c i l i t y twice, as the distance, c o n d i t i o n of our car, and 
costs involved w i t h making the t r i p s were p r o h i b i t i v e . Once was 
at Christmas, and the other was to remove him from t h i s snakepit. 

John's p e r s o n a l i t y was c l e a r l y d e t e r i o r a t i n g . When we v i s i t e d 
him at Christmas, his effervescent p e r s o n a l i t y was somber and 
zombie-like. His dorm room, looking q u i t e u n l i k e the ones we had 
seen on our t o u r , was barren and l i t t e r e d . A l l of the new 
clothes we had bought him, underwear, books, games, were gone. 
He was able to hold on to his jacket and a couple of other items 
which were locked i n his small c a b i n e t / c l o s e t . He was wearing 
ragged nylon sweat pants and a T - s h i r t . The community clothes he 
and his roommate had were strewn a l l over the room. Paper and 
c l u t t e r was everywhere. Beds were unmade. 

A number of kids were j u s t standing around i n the h a l l s . Two 
were occupying t h e i r time playing w i t h a styrofoam cup over a 
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f l o o r heater vent. Others sat i n the main dorm room, glued to a 
t e l e v i s i o n set whi l e the adult counselors sat and c h i t - c h a t t e d 
around a desk i n the back of the room. 

On our way home from that v i s i t we were extremely depressed and 
l o s t w i t h regards to what we were going to do. Making matters 
worse was that when we'd t r y to communicate w i t h s t a f f , by phone, 
the counselors who were so syrupy-sweet when we met them on our 
tour were now contemptuous and h o s t i l e when we voiced our 
concerns over John's apparent lack of progress and d e t e r i o r a t i n g 
c o n d i t i o n . We were r o u t i n e l y subjected to i n s u l t i n g and or rude 
communication w i t h the s t a f f when we were able to get them to 
take our c a l l s or r e t u r n messages. :' 

Af t e r him being there nearly eight weeks, we f i n a l l y get a c a l l 
from the psychologist (who had promised to give us her assessment 
of him a f t e r h is f i r s t t h i r t y days there) and she t e l l s us John 
is severely retarded, hyperactive and should be put on three 
d i f f e r e n t (very potent) drugs. We, at that p o i n t , r e a l i z e d what 
a mistake we had made agreeing to t h i s placement. She also said 
he d i d not even know the alphabet, didn't know his b i r t h d a y , and 
had very l i m i t e d l e a r n i n g a b i l i t i e s . That was u t t e r crap. John 
had taught me the sign language alphabet years ago! I t was clear 
these p r o f e s s i o n a l s had no clue about John and that h i s w e l l -
being was being severely jeopardized i n t h i s placement. We were 
also t o l d t h a t he and two other boys were found m u t i l a t i n g t h e i r 
arms w i t h b a t t e r y acid and a sharp object. S e l f - m u t i l a t i o n was a 
behavior he had NEVER e x h i b i t e d before. 

My husband and I agreed that i t was, at l a s t , a time to take a 
stand, regardless of the consequences. We drove up to the 
f a c i l i t y t h a t weekend and removed John. We contacted school 
o f f i c i a l s and t o l d them they could take whatever a c t i o n they 
wanted to against us but we were not going to agree any longer to 
what THEY thought was best f o r John. I f they couldn't come up 
with an appropriate program, i n our neighborhood, we would j u s t 
keep him at home. 

We then s t a r t e d c o n t a c t i n g , once again, a l l the advocacy groups 
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t r y i n g to f i n d legal counsel. We contacted 
anybody and everybody, i n c l u d i n g the ACLU, without any r e s u l t s . 
F i n a l l y , an atto r n e y who worked w i t h one of the advocacy groups 
agreed to take John's case up with the school d i s t r i c t w i t h the 
understanding that we could not a f f o r d her fees but she would 
l i k e l y recoup them from the school d i s t r i c t i f we win the 
mediation, which she f e l t we would have no t r o u b l e doing. 

Numerous other issues surrounded our case, i n c l u d i n g a s i t u a t i o n 
in which the school d i s t r i c t , j u s t p r i o r to his placement at the 
mental h o s p i t a l , l o s t our son f o r over four hours. We had to 
c a l l p o l i c e because the bus company l o s t him and t o l d us he 
hadn't boarded the bus. At that p o i n t , we feared he may have 
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been kidnapped or l o s t . As i t turned out, they rerouted him on 
another bus and i t took them over four hours to locate him and 
d e l i v e r him to our house. When we demanded an explanation, i n 
w r i t i n g , as to where our son was f o r these four hours and that an 
upgrade of procedures was i n place which would prevent such an 
event from occurring again (as they do not sign these c h i l d r e n on 
and o f f the buses - something we had j u s t erroneously assumed 
they did) these requests were f l a t l y refused and our attorney 
couldn't even provoke a s a t i s f a c t o r y response from school 
d i s t r i c t o f f i c i a l s . 

In the meantime, we t r i e d to contact various media but our sto r y 
d i d n ' t have a "hook". We got plenty of "sympathetic" " s o r r i e s " . 
We, again, attempted to f i n d some outside assistance not because 
we wanted t o , but because we were desperate. 

We also t r i e d to apply f o r SSI f o r John, since I had to give up 
my job. Since we j o i n t l y earned $35,000, before taxes, i n 1991, 
we d i d not q u a l i f y . Since then we're down to about $30,000 f o r 
1992, and w i l l be lucky i f we make that t h i s year, but at t h i s 
point even SSI b e n e f i t s would not make help us get out of t h i s 
mess and, i f anything, might only encourage us to stay i n the 
hole we're i n , much the way welfare does. 

What ensued i n the f o l l o w i n g months during our mediation process 
w i t h the school d i s t r i c t was g r u e l l i n g . Having to f i g h t them 
every inch of the way, he was f i n a l l y put i n a placement, close 
to home (a f i r s t ) and provided a one-to-one aide while he was at 
school and on the bus. Although we were t o l d she would be a 
signing aide, as i t turned out, she d i d not know sign language. 
She was, however, a very nice lady and seemed to genuinely care 
about John. Yet, she was i l l - e q u i p p e d to handle him i n the 
classroom. Although he was i n a deaf-program at the mainstream 
school, his handicaps and behavior d i d not allow him to 
i n t e g r a t e . In f a c t , we l a t e r found out he was segregated ( w i t h 
his aide) from a l l the other c h i l d r e n at lunch and at recesses. 
On one occasion when he went i n to use the boys' restroom, two 
"normal" adolescent boys using the restroom s t a r t e d teasing and 
r i d i c u l i n g John. He reacted by throwing down the tras h can and 
having one of his "temper tantrums". The two other boys were not 
d i s c i p l i n e d , but John was. He was also no longer allowed to use 
the regular restroom and was r e s t r i c t e d to using the s t a f f 
restrooms ( a l i e n a t i n g him f u r t h e r ) . 

While at t h i s placement, one teacher who i n i t i a l l y expressed to 
us his confidence i n being able to deal w i t h John, became so 
h o s t i l e towards John's d i s r u p t i v e behavior that i n f r o n t of John, 
and his aide, and the other c h i l d r e n i n the classroom, he c a l l e d 
the school's a d m i n i s t r a t o r and t o l d him to "get t h i s God damn k i d 
out of my classroom". We learned t h i s from his aide, and 
although John could not hear the contempt i n t h i s teacher's words 
we know he c l e a r l y sensed i t . 
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We p u l l e d John from t h i s program a f t e r having been c a l l e d to pick 
him up, as he was again being suspended. A f t e r more wrangling 
w i t h the school d i s t r i c t , and under the advice of our a t t o r n e y , 
we were convinced to re-enter him i n t o the same school w i t h 
"improved" c o n d i t i o n s . 

In less than two weeks, we were c a l l e d to p i c k up John again. 
This time, he had b o l t e d out of the classroom d i r e c t l y i n t o a 
very busy parking l o t , where the school buses enter, and ran 
towards the s t r e e t . Fortunately, he was not i n j u r e d and was 
subdued by several s t a f f before he reached the s t r e e t . 

We p u l l e d him again and t o l d everyone involved, i n c l u d i n g our 
at t o r n e y , we would not stand f o r t h i s anymore. We, again, 
brought up our desire f o r hrim to have home teaching and were, 
again, f l a t l y denied t h i s consideration. 

At t h i s p o i n t , a mediator was assigned as the school d i s t r i c t 
refused to accommodate us any f u r t h e r . Through mediation, we 
came to an agreement that John be placed i n yet another special 
ed school i n our area. This program was s p e c i f i c a l l y designed 
f o r special c h i l d r e n w i t h emotional problems. ( A l l of a sudden 
there were a l l these programs i n our neighborhood a v a i l a b l e 
which, h e r e t o f o r e , we were t o l d d i d not e x i s t ) . Since i t was not 
a hearing impaired program and since i t was not an academic 
program, we stated that we would only agree to i t i f he was given 
a one-to-one aide who could sign and th a t he be provided at least 
f i v e hours of academics weekly, (as our son was approaching 15 
years of age and he could not read or perform any mathematics 
other than s i n g l e d i g i t a d d i t i o n . From working w i t h him at home 
we knew he had the p o t e n t i a l but we were not equipped i n 
developing these s k i l l s i n such a c h i l d ) . 

Encouraged by a f a l s e sense of confidence that an outside 
mediator was going to assure the cooperation of the school 
d i s t r i c t , and that a l l our demands were going to be met, we 
agreed to t h i s placement. 

When we e n r o l l e d John i n school that day we learned t h a t , 1) his 
signing aide couldn't sign, 2) nobody present knew anything about 
the weekly five-hour academic t u t o r i n g agreed t o , and 3) th a t 
there was no aide f o r him on the bus. I t appeared th a t of the 
four items agreed upon i n mediation, the only one t h a t was being 
honored was one that the attorney added, i . e . , th a t the school 
d i s t r i c t agreed to pay f o r a l l her l e g a l fees i n c u r r e d to that 
po i n t . 

having been t e r r i b l y impressed w i t h our attorney'sperformance 
m t i l then, since much of the p o i n t s r a i s e d , demands made, anc 

Not 
up u n t i l then, since much of the p o i n t s r a i s e d , demands made, and 
concerns voiced i n the numerous meetings were made by my husband 
and myself, we had l o s t a l l confidence i n her when we c a l l e d her 
and she suggested we put John i n t h i s program anyway. 
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We refused. The mediator then pressured the school d i s t r i c t to 
appease us ( i f only to prove us wrong) and provide John home 
schooling on a temporary basis. I t has always been our b e l i e f 
that perhaps i f he can develop academically, something he was 
never able to do i n school, he may have more confidence i n 
himself and f e e l t h a t he has a chance of competing w i t h h i s 
classmates instead of f e e l i n g i s o l a t e d and i n f e r i o r . 

This program was i n i t i a t e d l a s t September. Within a few short 
weeks, he was reading 1st and 2nd grade primers and was doing 
carry over a d d i t i o n . Granted, he may not be p r o f i c i e n t at the 
academic s k i l l s he was l e a r n i n g but he has been able to 
accomplish things he was never able to develop i n eight years i n 
the classroom. Now, he i s reading at t h i r d grade l e v e l and i s 
doing borrowing f u n c t i o n s i n s u b t r a c t i o n and lea r n i n g his 
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n t a b l e . He i s also looking forward to l e a r n i n g 
d i v i s i o n . He has an e x c e l l e n t teacher, p r o f i c i e n t i n sign 
language, who knew John years ago when he was e n r o l l e d i n the 
deaf school she teaches a t . I t h i n k even she i s s u r p r i s e d at 
what a d i f f e r e n c e there i s i n his behavior at home and i n his 
a b i l i t y to apply himself to academics when u n d i s t r a c t e d . 

But of. course, t h i s i s too good to be t r u e . We received a c a l l 
from the mediator saying that although they would agree to 
continue w i t h the home schooling u n t i l the end of t h i s semester, 
they believe that him being home i s inappropriate and unhealthy 
f o r his s o c i a l development and they w i l l be placing him back i n t o 
the classroom. Plus home schooling i s only allowed on a long-
term basis f o r c h i l d r e n who are bedridden. Also, our a t t o r n e y , 
obviously peeved w i t h our a t t i t u d e , i s n ' t doing anything. She 
t o l d the mediator to discuss the terms w i t h us. We have not 
heard a word from her i n several months even though we sent her a 
copy of John's most recent report card documenting h i s 
unprecedented progress. 

Nobody would l i k e to see John s o c i a l i z e d more than we would. We 
would love to see him have a f r i e n d he could r e l a t e t o , as he has 
never been able to r e a l l y develop a f r i e n d s h i p w i t h other 
c h i l d r e n and we're w e l l aware of how important i t i s to have 
f r i e n d s at that age. He can get along great w i t h younger kids i n 
the f a m i l y or w i t h neighborhood kids f o r short, temporary periocLs 
of time. He even adopts the r o l e of caretaker and aide when 
around kids more severely handicapped, p h y s i c a l l y , than he. But, 
i n v a r i a b l y , he cannot s o c i a l i z e w i t h them i n anything more than a 
s u p e r f i c i a l manner and he becomes f r u s t r a t e d , cannot take the 
teasing (which f r e q u e n t l y happens) and/or i s taken advantage of. 
We have come to the conclusion that he i s an exception to the 
r u l e of s o c i a l i z a t i o n . Trying to s o c i a l i z e him i s l i k e t r y i n g to 
pound a square peg i n t o a round hole. He gets along w i t h adults 
b e t t e r , as they are more t o l e r a n t of him, and he p r e f e r s t h e i r 
company. Whether we l i k e i t or not, or whether the pro f e s s i o n a l s 
l i k e i t or not, his h i s t o r y has c l e a r l y proven t h i s . 
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Also, when he i s home, and not influenced by s o c i a l i z a t i o n which 
exacerbates his negative behaviors, we have found that h i s 
p o s i t i v e q u a l i t i e s come to the f o r e f r o n t and he i s less 
argumentative and i s much more cooperative. He helps around the 
house, i s kind and gentle w i t h our cats and dogs, e a s i l y f i n d s 
things to do to occupy himself, l i k e looking through magazines, 
pl a y i n g on his computer, drawing p i c t u r e s , arranging and 
rearranging his room, and i s generally very happy, passive, and 
easy going. 

S t i l l , we f e l t g u i l t y about him not having much r e c r e a t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t y outside the home since he and I are v i r t u a 1 ,prisoners at 
home due to our f i n a n c i a l predicament. We have no car during the 
day and no money even f o r bus fare or a movie on any regul a r 
basis. So, we e n r o l l e d him i n a Saturday r e c r e a t i o n a l program a 
few weeks ago. I t i s a program f o r handicapped kids, from 
youngsters to young a d u l t s , w i t h emotional problems to go to the 
movies together, s k a t i n g , the symphony, etc. We were e x c i t e d 
about i t because there would not be the pressures he was under at 
school and the supervised groups were broken up i n t o four or f i v e 
kids each. 

Although John was e x c i t e d too, the f i s t day he attended he had 
both s o i l e d and wet his pants. Again, he had not done t h i s at 
home f o r nearly a year. We were t o l d that i f he di d t h a t again 
he would not be allowed to remain i n the program. We t o l d John 
t h i s and he seemed to understand. We n o t i c e that p art of him 
wants to attend t h i s program but that another part of him cannot 
cope w i t h i t . He has returned two times since then and although 
he has not s o i l e d or wet his pants, he has s t a r t e d to e x h i b i t his 
negative behaviors at home again, j u s t as he d i d when he was i n 
school. Although not as frequent, there i s a clear p a t t e r n i n 
which he becomes r i g i d , very argumentative, and even combatant. 
He has also wet his pants on a few occasions. 

Although we have not had to deal w i t h such i n c i d e n t s i n the home 
fo r several months now, i n the l a s t two weeks we have had three 
i n which he gets so out of c o n t r o l t h a t we have to prone him 
u n t i l he vents a l l h i s f r u s t r a t i o n s s t r u g g l i n g w i t h us. This 
s i t u a t i o n i s p r e c i p i t a t e d by him r e f u s i n g to do something we have 
t o l d him, ( l i k e clean his room), t e l l i n g us he's not going to do 
i t , f ollowed by screaming and y e l l i n g when we t e l l him he's going 
to be on time out i f he does not cooperate, and by doing 
something l i k e l o c k i n g or b a r r i c a d i n g himself i n his room. 

N a t u r a l l y , as he grows bigger, becomes stronger, more cl e v e r , and 
has the normal hormonal changes occ u r r i n g at t h i s age, he i s 
g e t t i n g to a point we can no longer handle him i n these 
s i t u a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y i f I am home alone w i t h him. 
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I t i s clear to us th a t t r y i n g to " s o c i a l i z e " t h i s c h i l d i s not i n 
his best i n t e r e s t , or i n ours as a f a m i l y u n i t , at t h i s time i n 
his l i f e - nor has i t been up to t h i s p o i n t . We thought t h a t i f 
he could continue making the progress he has shown he can make 
while at home, both academically and behaviora1ly, maybe some day 
he could s o c i a l i z e as an a d u l t , or young a d u l t , since he has 
always p r e f e r r e d a d u l t company, anyway. We concluded t h a t by 
removing him from s i t u a t i o n s which i n c i t e his negative behavior 
p a t t e r n s , we could reduce the tendencies and ev e n t u a l l y the 
behaviors, themselves. I n the meantime, at home, his p o s i t i v e 
behaviors and inherent q u a l i t i e s would have a chance to develop 
more. We decided we would rather have the sweet, considerate, 
charming John we know at home than have him develop the negative 
behaviors he was honing i n his school placements. And h i s 
education was no longer a consideration w i t h regards to the 
school placements as he never was provided one while i n school. 

We had also hoped t h a t we could keep John and take care of him i n 
our home, as a f a m i l y , as long as both my husband and/or I are 
a l i v e , and have fought the system to obtain and/or maintain the 
environment that would help us do t h i s . But we can no longer. 
Our f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n i s such that i f we keep up the way we are 
l i v i n g any longer, we w i l l be out i n the s t r e e t w i t h i n the next 
couple of months, or sooner. We have no f r i e n d s or f a m i l y we can 
stay w i t h . 

My husband was i n a minor t r a f f i c accident yesterday and we have 
no car insurance because we cannot a f f o r d i t . We have not had i t 
f o r over three years. I guess we are lucky we have avoided such 
a s i t u a t i o n t h i s long. We can barely make r e n t , u t i l i t i e s and 
grocer i e s , as i t i s and f r e q u e n t l y have to borrow money from 
f r i e n d s . Each month we repay them and each month we have to 
borrow i t back, and each month we sink deeper and deeper. Since 
i t i s against the law to d r i v e without insurance, my husband may 
have h i s license suspended. Furthermore, we cannot a f f o r d to pay 
fo r the body damage on our car. Our second car, which I used to 
dr i v e to work, has been s i t t i n g i n the driveway f o r over a year 
because we cannot a f f o r d to pay for i t s r e p a i r and we cannot 
a f f o r d the accumulated r e g i s t r a t i o n fees. I t doesn't even pay 
fo r us to s e l l i t because i t would cost more to f i x i t and 
r e g i s t e r i t than i t i s worth. 

Our operative car has near l y 150,000 miles on i t , needs brakes 
badly and i t i s j u s t a matter of time before i t needs other major 
r e p a i r s . We cannot a f f o r d that e i t h e r . I f my husband's license 
is suspended or i f the car breaks down, my husband w i l l l i k e l y 
lose his job. 

Since I have been home w i t h John. I have t r i e d to do work from 
the home. A fa m i l y member leant us t h e i r computer so I could do 
t r a n s c r i p t i o n work from the home. That has not worked out 
because i n the l a s t year t h i s f i e l d has developed i n such a way 
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that I cannot a f f o r d to buy the updated computer hardware 
necessary to compete i n t h i s f i e l d . I am now trimming sports 
hats at home f o r an a r t s and c r a f t s business and get paid 
piecework. I work long hours f o r the money I make and average 
about $3.00 to $4.00 an hour. Although my income p o t e n t i a l i s 
$35,000 to $40,000 a year, I am now lucky i f I can b r i n g i n $300 
to $400 per month. 

Our savings was q u i c k l y consumed several years ago. Our c r e d i t 
i s ruined. I t wouldn't even pay to f i l e f o r bankruptcy as we 
have no assets. By the time we reached the point where we agreed 
one of us would have to q u i t working to stay at home,with John, 
we had no resources or c r e d i t to s t a r t our own business. 
Although we have repeatedly t r i e d to do so i n the l a s t year, we 
are j u s t not f i n a n c i a l l y able to undertake even the most modest 
en t r e p r e n e u r i a l endeavors. 

What i s most devastating, however, i s r e a l i z i n g that a l l our 
options are gone, as i s our strength i n f i g h t i n g t h i s system. I t 
is impossible to r e l a t e what a s t r e s s f u l , depressing, d e s p a i r i n g , 
demoralizing, degrading, and h u m i l i a t i n g experience t h i s s t r u g g l e 
has been. And, there i s no l i g h t at the end of the t u n n e l , or 
promise of a l i g h t . I f anything, we are j u s t faced w i t h f u r t h e r 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n of our s i t u a t i o n w i t h no means to change i t . We 
can no longer have phy s i c a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n s w i t h John as he grows 
bigger and stronger. The b r i e f , "easy" times we've had when he's 
content at home are n e a r l y over. We w i l l be forced to put him 
back i n the classroom and no one, even our a t t o r n e y , cares what a 
devastating e f f e c t i t has on our home l i f e . A f t e r a l l , they 
don't have to deal w i t h the s i t u a t i o n on a day-to-day, 24 hour 
basis. Nor do they care about our f i n a n c i a l hardships. When 
John presents a problem f o r them, they j u s t suspend him and send 
him home. The only other choice they give us i s to 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e him. 

The accumulated s t r e s s , depression and sense of f r u s t r a t i o n , i n 
a d d i t i o n to our f i n a n c i a l worries, over t h i s prolonged period has 
been d e b i l i t a t i n g . I t has become d i f f i c u l t to f u n c t i o n on a day-
to-day basis. Once-easy chores, l i k e doing the laundry, doing 
yardwork, e t c . , seem sometimes l i k e unsurmountable tasks. The ,.v 
f i v e years of stress has caused even physical f a t i g u e . And 
there's a f e e l i n g which develops that says, i n essence, there's 
no point i n t r y i n g to do anything. I t ' s h o r r i b l e , and i t i s 
something I would wish on my worst enemy. 

Over the l a s t few weeks, due to t h i s s i t u a t i o n , we have racked 
our brains t r y i n g to f i g u r e out what to do. We have no f r i e n d s 
or f a m i l y who can care f o r John u n t i l we get back on our f e e t . 
We have never been able to f i n d appropriate day care f o r him;as 
the same problems develop. As f o r a p r i v a t e s i t t e r at the home 
who was q u a l i f i e d and w i l l i n g to work w i t h John on a day-to-day 
basis, we cannot f i n d or a f f o r d such q u a l i t y care. 
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Yesterday, we made the hardest decision e i t h e r one of us have 
ever had to make. We have decided to put John i n a group home, 
i f we can f i n d one, or an i n s t i t u t i o n . Chances are such a place 
which can accommodate his age group, deafness, behavioral 
problems and developmental d i s a b i l i t y , w i l l be f a r from home, 
pos s i b l y even out of s t a t e . We have come to the conclusion that 
a l l we can do to avoid being put out i n the s t r e e t i s to take 
t h i s measure hoping we can at least regain our f i n a n c i a l f o o t i n g 
and t r y to cope again w i t h the s i t u a t i o n at t h a t p o i n t . We also 
want to be able to set up some kind of t r u s t fund f o r John f o r 
his f u t u r e care i f we are not around anymore - something we have 
always planned to do but have not been able t o . 

Of course, we cannot a f f o r d the cost associated w i t h p l a c i n g John 
in a r e s i d e n t i a l program and that burden w i l l have to be assumed 
by CCS ( C a l i f o r n i a Children's Services). We're w e l l aware of the 
cost associated w i t h such placement, as we were mistakenly sent a 
b i l l f o r the eight weeks he spent at Napa and were shocked to see 
the $27,000 b i l l e d to the s t a t e f o r such an h o r r i b l e placement. 
Also d i s t u r b i n g was the f a c t that the b i l l would have been, f o r 
the 12 to 18-month program planned, up to a quarter of a m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s i f he had remained there. 

The system d i d not want to pay, refused to pay, f o r f i v e hours 
per week home t u t o r i n g , which we estimate to be $r$150.00 to 
$200.00 per week, at most. Nor are there any programs which help 
the f a m i l y cope, f i n a n c i a l l y , w i t h the already d i f f i c u l t 
s i t u a t i o n of t r y i n g to provide f o r a c h i l d l i k e John should one 
parent have to stay home and take care of him. Obviously, such a 
s i t u a t i o n f o r a s i n g l e parent i s even more devastating. 

In a s o c i e t y of p r o - l i f e r s , do-gooders, f a m i l y values proponents, 
and those who go a f t e r f a t h e r s who refuse to pay c h i l d support 
f o r c h i l d r e n , my husband, then 17, who came from a t e r r i b l y 
abusive, d y s f u n c t i o n a l and impoverished background, took his 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to care f o r and support h i s handicapped son, and 
every aspect of t h i s h y p o c r i t i c a l s o c i ety appears to be set on 
punishing him f o r doing so. On top of a l l t h i s , my husband 
s u f f e r s from epilepsy. But, he is an e x c e p t i o n a l l y ^ i n t e l l i g e n t , 
s e n s i t v e , and caring person who could have pursued j u s t about any 
career and l i f e s t y l e f o r himself had he chosen to abandon his 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to his son. He loves his son very much and has 
t r i e d his best to do the r i g h t t h i n g f o r him. I have also t r i e d 
to help my husband care f o r him and l i v e up to the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
I took on when I married my husband and became a surrogate mother 
f o r John. And the more he t r i e d , the more we t r i e d , the more 
d i f f i c u l t l i f e has become. 

This system obviously p r e f e r s to spend l i m i t l e s s amounts of money 
warehousing c h i l d r e n , young a d u l t s , and a d u l t s l i k e John than i n 
helping f a m i l i e s stay together by s u b s i d i z i n g the modest income 
of parents who are w i l l i n g to care f o r t h e i r c h i l d at home (and 
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at a mere f r a c t i o n of the cost) i n order to maintain the w e l l -
being of the fam i l y and f a m i l y members. I say "parents w i t h 
modest incomes" because i t has become apparent to us tha t w i t h 
ample f i n a n c i a l resources we could h i r e the h i g h - p r i c e d attorneys 
and p r i v a t e educational professionals necessary to keep t h i s 
system o f f of our back. They w i l l not even leave us alone. 

I have never, i n my l i f e , become so disgusted w i t h the human 
race. A f t e r dealing w i t h t h i s s i t u a t i o n f o r the l a s t f i v e years, 
I can onlv conclude that the lack of tolerance f o r c h i l d r e n l i k e 
John and f o r the hardships placed on the f a m i l i e s who don't have 
the necessary resources to cope w i t h t h i s i n t o l e r a n c e i s 
widespread i n our society. I have also come to r e a l i z e that the 
people who supposedly care ( w i t h the exception of one or two 
decent i n d i v i d u a l s we have encountered - and who are v i r t u a l l y 
powerless w i t h i n t h i s system) only care i n measure to what they 
are paid to care and by whom they are paid. 

The worst part i s , had we known what the system was r e a l l y l i k e 
and not been subjected to t h e i r mandatory "care", perhaps we 
could have made a go of i t several years ago when we had a 
savings and c r e d i t . We c e r t a i n l y would have planned our l i f e 
out much d i f f e r e n t l y and i t couldn't have been anymore of a 
di s a s t e r than i t has turned out to be at t h i s p o i n t . I t i s not 
as i f we expected the care, or f e l t we deserved speci a l care, but 
we were put i n a p o s i t i o n i n which we were forced to depend on 
care which d i d n ' t e x i s t . Perhaps we could have prepared f o r what 
i n e v i t a b l y happened had we been made aware of that sooner. 

When I f i r s t became involved i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , I a c t u a l l y 
believed that my l i f e would be enriched by the kind of people I'd 
be encountering i n the special ed schools and programs John would 
be associated w i t h . Not only have I found these people f a r less 
admirable than I had a n t i c i p a t e d , I have found the m a j o r i t y of 
them to be s e l f - s e r v i n g , deplorable human beings who are more 
concerned w i t h p r o j e c t i n g an image of c a r i n g than i n a c t u a l l y 
doing so. Maintaining that image, r e c e i v i n g t h e i r awards at 
dinners and c h a r i t y f u n c t i o n s , and i n enjoying the honorable 
status of "working w i t h handicapped k i d s " , seems to be the 
o b j e c t i v e . Granted, i t ' s a very d i f f i c u l t job and I probably 
couldn't handle i t over a long period of time, but I c e r t a i n l y 
wouldn't t h i n k I was doing anyone any favors i f I reached a point 
i n which I became as h o s t i l e and jaded as are many of the 
i n d i v i d u a l s we've encountered. 

I am obviously w r i t i n g t h i s l e t t e r w i t h the hope you, or 
somebody, w i l l l i s t e n . From previous attempts to seek 
assistance, advice, suggestions, e t c . , I c e r t a i n l y have no reason 
to b e l ieve I w i l l get any response and, again, I'm w e l l aware of 
the desperate state many f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s are i n , both i n 
t h i s country and around the world. We are no more deserving of 
any assistance than they are. But since we are at our f i n a l 
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crossroads i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , I am gi v i n g i t one l a s t t r y and I 
might as well go d i r e c t l y to the top with i t . And even i f our 
s i t u a t i o n i s beyond a point of resolve, perhaps our experience 
and i t s outcome can provide some ins i g h t into why t h i s system 
i s n ' t working for the family u n i t , why i t i s bankrupt, both 
morally and f i s c a l l y , and why such levels of despair exi s t w i t h i n 
our society. 

S incerely, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES 

AUG 2 7 1993 

I am w r i t i n g i n response t o your l e t t e r t o Mrs. H i l l a r y Rodham 
Clinton concerning the education of your stepson, John. Your 
l e t t e r has been r e f e r r e d t o the O f f i c e of Special Education 
Programs f o r response. I regret the problems t h a t your family 
has experienced i n seeking what you believe t o be appropriate 
educational services f o r John. 

I thought you might f i n d i t h e l p f u l t o have some information 
about Part B of the I n d i v i d u a l s w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s Education Act 
(Part B). Part B i s the Federal law t h a t authorizes f i n a n c i a l 
assistance to States, and through them t o l o c a l school d i s t r i c t s , 
t o a s s i s t i n meeting the special educational needs of e l i g i b l e 
c h i l d r e n w i t h s p e c i f i e d d i s a b i l i t i e s . Children with impairments 
can be e l i g i b l e f o r special education services i f , consistent 
with the requirements of Part B, they are evaluated and 
determined t o need special education and r e l a t e d services because 
of a s p e c i f i c physical or mental impairment. I am enclosing f o r 
your information a copy of the Department's regulations 
implementing Part B, at 34 CFR Part 300. 

Under Part B, States and l o c a l school d i s t r i c t s have an ongoing 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to make avail a b l e a free appropriate public 
education (FAPE) to a l l such e l i g i b l e c h i l d r e n . FAPE includes 
the provision of special education and r e l a t e d services which 
meet State educational standards and Part B requirements. '• These 
services, among other requirements, must be provided at public 
expense under public supervision and d i r e c t i o n , without charge to 
the e l i g i b l e c h i l d or hi s parents, and must be i n conformity with 
each student's i n d i v i d u a l i z e d education program (IEP). Further, 
a l l c h i l d r e n with d i s a b i l i t i e s , regardless of the seve r i t y of 
t h e i r d i s a b i l i t i e s , are e n t i t l e d to be educated i n the least 
r e s t r i c t i v e environment (LRE) appropriate t o t h e i r unique needs. 

I f you believe t h a t John's educational placement i s 
inappropriate, or t h a t he i s not rec e i v i n g FAPE, you can request 
an IEP meeting and/or a change in placement. Tn making 
educational placements, Part B requires school d i s t r i c t s to 
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ensure t h a t each c h i l d ' s educational placement i s determined at 
least annually, i s based upon the c h i l d ' s IEP, and i s as close as 
possible to the c h i l d ' s home. 34 CFR §300.552(a). Each c h i l d ' s 
IEP must, among other elements, contain a statement of the 
s p e c i f i c s p e c i a l education and r e l a t e d services t o be provided t o 
the c h i l d , and must specify the extent t o which the c h i l d w i l l be 
able to p a r t i c i p a t e i n regular educational programs. 34 CFR 
§300.346(a)(3). I n a d d i t i o n , the c h i l d ' s placement must be made 
by a group of persons, inc l u d i n g persons knowledgeable about the 
c h i l d , the meaning of the evaluation data, and the placement 
options. 34 CFR §300.533 (a)(3) . Part B provides f o r the a c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of parents i n the development of t h e i r c h i l d ' s IEP. 
During the IEP meeting, i t i s appropriate f o r parents t o b r i n g 
t h e i r c h i l d ' s needs, i n c l u d i n g needs r e l a t e d t o h i s behavior, t o 
the a t t e n t i o n of school a u t h o r i t i e s . Appendix C t o 34 CFR Part 
300, question 44, states t h a t "the IEP f o r a c h i l d w i t h a 
d i s a b i l i t y must include a l l of the s p e c i f i c s p e c i a l education and 
r e l a t e d services needed by the c h i l d - as determined by the 
c h i l d ' s current evaluation." 

Part B also provides you w i t h the r i g h t t o obtain an 
independent educational evaluation (IEE) a t p u b l i c expense, i f 
you disagree w i t h the r e s u l t s of the c u r r e n t evaluation obtained 
by the public agency. However, the agency may i n i t i a t e a hearing 
under 34 CFR §300.506 t o show t h a t i t s evaluation i s appropriate. 
I f the. f i n a l d e c i s i o n under 34 CFR §300.506 i s t h a t the 
evaluation i s appropriate, you s t i l l have the r i g h t t o o b t a i n an 
IEE, but not a t p u b l i c expense. 34 CFR §300.503. 

I f you request a change of John's educational placement, and the 
publ i c agency refuses your request, i t must provide you w i t h a 
w r i t t e n notice e x p l a i n i n g i t s a c t i o n . This notice must include a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of any a c t i o n proposed or refused by the agency, an 
explanation of why the agency proposes or refuses the a c t i o n , a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of any options considered and the reasons why they 
were re j e c t e d , a d e s c r i p t i o n of the procedures or m a t e r i a l s (such 
as evaluations, t e s t s , etc.) used as a basis f o r the proposal or 
r e f u s a l , and a d e s c r i p t i o n of any other f a c t o r s which are 
relevant to the agency's proposal or r e f u s a l . I n a d d i t i o n , a 
f u l l explanation of a l l the procedural safeguards a v a i l a b l e t o 
the parents under the Part B r e g u l a t i o n s must be included. 34 
CFR §300.505(a). 

You mentioned i n your l e t t e r t h a t John has been suspended f o r 
"days at a time" f o r behaviors a r i s i n g out h i s d i s a b i l i t y . Part 
B has been found by the U.S. Supreme Court i n i t s decision i n 
Honiq v. Doe, 108 S.Ct. 592 (1988), t o p r o h i b i t State or l o c a l 
school a u t h o r i t i e s from u n i l a t e r a l l y excluding c h i l d r e n w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s from the classroom f o r dangerous or d i s r u p t i v e 
conduct a r i s i n g from t h e i r d i s a b i l i t y . Under Part B, exclusion 
of a student w i t h a d i s a b i l i t y from school f o r longer than ten 
days c o n s t i t u t e s a change i n placement, and the parents must be 
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given w r i t t e n p r i o r notice of the proposed placement change, 
including.an explanation of applicable procedural safeguards and 
due process r i g h t s should they wish t o challenge the proposed 
placement decision. 34 CFR §§300.504-300.505. School o f f i c i a l s 
may, however, use t h e i r normal d i s c i p l i n e procedures, such as 
temporary removal f o r up t o ten school days. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
use of study c a r r e l s , timeouts, or other r e s t r i c t i o n s i n 
p r i v i l e g e s would be permissible, t o the extent t h a t they would 
not be inc o n s i s t e n t w i t h the c h i l d ' s IEP. This determniation 
must be made, on a case-by-case basis, i n l i g h t of the p a r t i c u l a r 
f a c t s and circumstances. During a ten day suspension, school 
o f f i c i a l s may i n i t i a t e review of the student's IEP, seek t o 
persuade the parents t o agree t o an i n t e r i m placement, or invoke 
the a i d of the courts.to remove a dangerous student from school 
i f they believe t h a t maintaining t h a t student i n the current 
placement i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y l i k e l y t o r e s u l t i n i n j u r y t o the 
student or t o others. 

A suspension or d i s c i p l i n a r y removal of a student w i t h a 
d i s a b i l i t y f o r more than ten school days, which consitutes a 
change i n placement, may not be imposed without a determniation 
by a group of presons, as described i n the Part B r e g u l a t i o n s at 
34 CFR §§300.344 and 300.533(a)(3), t h a t the student's misconduct 
i s not a manifestation of h i s d i s a b i l i t y . I f the group 
determines t h a t the student's misconduct i s a manifes t a t i o n of 
the student's d i s a b i l i t y , the student may not be suspended f o r 
more than ten school days. 

I f the misconduct i s r e l a t e d t o the student's d i s a b i l i t y , i t i s 
appropriate t o review the student's placement. Nonpunitive 
changes i n placement may be appropriate and should be implemented 
subject t o applicable procedural safeguards. I f the parents 
request a due proicess hearing undre 34 CFR §300.506 t o challenge 
a l o c a l educational agency's proposal t o change the student's 
placement, t h a t a c t i o n may not be u n i l a t e r a l l y taken over the 
parent's objections u n t i l a l l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and j u d i c i a l review 
proceedings have been completed. School o f f i c i a l s may also 
invoke the a i d of the courts to remove a dangerous student. 

I f the group determines t h a t the misconduct i s not a 
manifestation of the student's d i s a b i l i t y , the school d i s t r i c t 
may impose normal d i s c i p l i n a r y measures subject t o the parent's 
r i g h t to request a due proces hearing on whether the 
manifestation determination was c o r r e c t , which would stay any 
long-term suspension or expulsion u n t i l the review proceedings 

I f a removal of a student w i t h a d i s a b i l i t y from school 
f o r a period of up to ten school days i s being contemplated, no 
p r i o r determination by the group of persons described at 34 CFR 
§§300.344 and 300.533(a)(3) as t o whether the student's 
misconduct i s r e l a t e d to the student's d i s a b i l i t y i s required. 
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are completed. Under Part B, even during a d i s c i p l i n a r y removal 
t h a t exceeds ten school days, schools may not cease educational 
services t o students w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . This i s so regardless of 
whether the student's misconduct i s determined t o be a 
manifestation of the student's d i s a b i l i t y . Thus, a l l c h i l d r e n 
w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s - i n c l u d i n g those who have been suspended or 
expelled - must be provided FAPE, and educational services may 
not cease f o r such students. 

I n your l e t t e r , you stated t h a t John i s 15 years o l d . You may be 
in t e r e s t e d t o know t h a t i n 1990, Part B was amended t o include 
provisions regarding t r a n s i t i o n services. The Part B reg u l a t i o n s 
at 34 CFR §300.346(b)(1) r e q u i r e t h a t the IEP f o r each student, 
beginning no l a t e r than age 16, or at a younger age i f determined 
appropriate, must include a statement of needed t r a n s i t i o n 
services. 34 CFR §300.18 defines the term " t r a n s i t i o n services" 
as: 

(a) ...a coordinated set of a c t i v i t i e s f o r a student, 
designed w i t h i n an outcome-oriented process, t h a t promotes 
movement from school t o post-school a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
postsecondary education, vocational t r a i n i n g , i n t e g r a t e d 
employment ( i n c l u d i n g supported employment), c o n t i n u i n g and 
ad u l t education, a d u l t services, independent l i v i n g , or 
community p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 
(b) The coordinated set of a c t i v i t i e s described i n 
paragraph (a) of t h i s section must — 
(1) Be based on the i n d i v i d u a l student's needs, t a k i n g i n t o 
account the student's preferences and i n t e r e s t s ; and 
(2) I n c l u d e — 
(1) I n s t r u c t i o n ; 
( i i ) Community experiences; 
( i i i ) The development of employment and other post-school 
adult l i v i n g o b j e c t i v e s ; and 
( i v ) I f appropriate, a c q u i s i t i o n of d a i l y l i v i n g s k i l l s and 
f u n c t i o n a l vocational evaluation. 

A student younger than age 16 f o r whom t r a n s i t i o n services would-
be appropriate may not be denied such services because he or she 
i s not i n a high school s e t t i n g . I f the IEP team determines t h a t 
t r a n s i t i o n services are not needed, a statement t o t h a t e f f e c t 
must be included i n the IEP. 34 CFR §300.346(b)(2) s t a t e s : 

(2) I f the IEP team determines t h a t services are not 
needed i n one or more of the areas s p e c i f i e d i n 
§300.18(b)(2)(i) through ( b ) ( 2 ) ( i i i ) , the IEP must include a 
statement t o t h a t e f f e c t and the basis upon which the 
determination was made. 
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Procedural safeguards under Part B include the r i g h t t o i n i t i a t e 
a due process hearing. Parents who disagree w i t h a.decision by a 
public agency regarding the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , e v a l u a t i o n , 
educational placement, or the p r o v i s i o n of FAPE t o t h e i r c h i l d , 
have the r i g h t t o request an i m p a r t i a l due process hearing under 
34 CFR §300.506. The due process p r o v i s i o n s of Part B were 
s p e c i f i c a l l y designed t o provide parents w i t h an independent 
forum f o r r e s o l v i n g disagreements w i t h a p u b l i c agency. 

In a d d i t i o n , i f you believe t h a t a v i o l a t i o n of Part B has 
occurred, you can f i l e a complaint w i t h the C a l i f o r n i a State 
Department of Education (CSDE) . CSDE must i n v e s t i g a t e and 
resolve any complaint t h a t i t receives w i t h i n 60 calendar days, 
i n accordance w i t h the complaint provisions a p p l i c a b l e t o Part B 
at 34 CFR §§300.660-300.662. To request a due process hearing, 
or t o f i l e a complaint, you can contact the CSDE o f f i c i a l l i s t e d 
below, a t the f o l l o w i n g address and telephone number: 

Mr. Leo Sandoval 
D i r e c t o r 
Special Education D i v i s i o n 
C a l i f o r n i a State Department of Education 
721 C a p i t o l Mall, Room 610 
P.O. Box 944272 
Sacramento, C a l i f o r n i a 94244-2720 
Telephone: (916) 657-3567 

You may be i n t e r e s t e d t o know t h a t there i s a Federal law t h a t 
p r o h i b i t s school d i s t r i c t s r e c e i v i n g Federal f i n a n c i a l assistance 
from d i s c r i m i n a t i n g on the basis of d i s a b i l i t y . This law, known 
as Section 504 of the R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Act of 1973 (Section 504), 
i s enforced by the Department's O f f i c e f o r C i v i l Rights (OCR). 
OCR inv e s t i g a t e s complaints of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on the basis of 
d i s a b i l i t y by r e c i p i e n t s of Federal f i n a n c i a l assistance from the 
Department. For f u r t h e r information regarding Section 504 and 
how to f i l e a complaint w i t h OCR, you may wish t o contact: 

Mr. John E. Palomino 
Regional C i v i l Rights D i r e c t o r 
O f f i c e f o r C i v i l Rights, Region IX 
U.S. Department of Education 
Old Federal Bu i l d i n g , 09-8010 
50 United Nations Plaza, Room 239 
San Francisco, C a l i f o r n i a 94102-4102 
Telephone: (415) 556-7000 

A document t h a t you and your family may f i n d h e l p f u l i s an 
information sheet issued by the National I n f o r m a t i o n Center f o r 
Children and Youth w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s (NICHCY) concerning speci a l 
education resources i n C a l i f o r n i a . This resource sheet w i l l 
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provide .you wit h the address and telephone numbers f o r t h a t 
organization, as w e l l as f o r other resources w i t h i n C a l i f o r n i a . 
I have also enclosed a copy of the NICHCY p u b l i c a t i o n s l i s t f o r 
1992 . 

I hope t h a t you f i n d t h i s information h e l p f u l , and I wish John 
every success i n h i s schooling and beyond. I f t h i s O f f i c e can be 
of f u r t h e r assistance, please l e t me know, or f e e l f r e e t o 
contact Ms. Nancy Jenkins of my s t a f f a t (202) 205-9090, using a 
Telecommunications Device f o r the Deaf (TDD). I f you do not have 
access t o a TDD, you can contact e i t h e r the Federal r e l a y at 
l-(800) 877-8339, or the C a l i f o r n i a r e l a y a t l-(800) 735-2922, 
and i n s t r u c t the operator t o contact Ms. Jenkins a t the above 
number. 

Sincerely, 

P a t r i c i a J. Guard 
Acting D i r e c t o r 
O f f i c e of Special Education 

Programs 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Leo Sandoval 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

November 23, 1993 

Ms. Danyce Ashton 
7925 East Granada Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85257 

Dear Ms. Ashton: 

Thank you for taking the time to share your views with 
me. I appreciate your thoughts. 

I am sorry to hear that you and your colleagues were 
unhappy with the platform surrounding my speech at the 
California Hospital Associations Conference in San Diego. 
I understand your frustration at not being able to ask 
questions, however, restraints on time made this 
impossible. 

I greatly appreciate your unwavering support, despite 
your views on the forum and I hope you w i l l continue to 
support the President as his Administration works toward 
meaningful and lasting change in our health care system. 

Once again I apologize for the inconvenience you f e l t 
the platform caused both you and your colleagues. Thank 
you for sharing your views with me. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 



October 17, 1993 

HUlary Clinton 
White House 
Washington, D.C. ; 

Mrs. Clinton: j 

This week I attended the California Hospital Associations Conference in San Diego 
where you presented an "inter-active" live video cast from D.C. I was an exhibitor'at 
that conference. We gave up valuable time with our clients to all attend your speech. 

You were articulate and expressive, but why would you even consider an inter-active 
conference if you were not going to interact with the audience. Most everyone there 
who I later visited with was sorely unhappy with the platform. We were all on the edge 
of our seats waiting for revelations and with questions. We were not able to ask one 
question and then to add insult to injury, you said you had a dinner engagement. I and 
my company lost revenue, time with our clients and the option to a forum for questions. 
Where is the justification. 

I am a democrat, I am a female, I am a business person and I really feel like the 
attendees deserved much more consideration than what we were dealt. I have written 
you before, received an answer and have been an advocate of the administrations 
position regarding the need for health reform, but this debacle went beyond qiy 
sensibilities as one having grown up in the South where bad manners are not acceptable. 

Personally I feel each person in that room deserves an apology for improper use of time. 
We could have all heard you on tape and received the same outcome without using our 
valuable client time to listen to a speech that was taped. 

You still have my loyalty, but I really have a different view of the administration as a 
whole to pooh-pooh one of the most powerful organizations in this United States. 

Sincerely, 

'anyce Ashton 

7925 East Granada Road Scottsdale, Arizona 85257 

{602} 946-9231 Danyce Ashton (800) 638-7335 WRK 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 24, 1993 

Miss Emily Kaplan 
P.O. Box 1330 

Boyes Hot Springs, California 95416 

Dear Emily: 
Thank you for writing to me about an issue that 

concerns you and a great deal of other young Americans. I t 
i s gratifying to receive letters from young people like you 
who are concerned about the welfare of those in our country 
who are disadvantaged. 

The problem of homelessness today i s a tragedy that 
each one of us as American citizens must work to change. 
The Health Security Act w i l l guarantee a l l Americans a 
comprehensive package of benefits that can never be taken 
away. Homeless people w i l l receive the same security as 
a l l other Americans under the President's plan. 

Thank you again for writing and expressing your 
concerns. Your support and that of other young people i s 
invaluable as the President's Administration works toward 
meaningful and lasting change in our health care system. 

Sincerely yours. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 



Emily Kaplan 
P.O. Box 1330 
Boyes Hot Springs, CA 95416 

F i r s t Lady H i l l a r y Rodham C l i n t o n 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.,N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

My name i s Emily Kaplan. I am a concerned student a t Sonoma 
Valley High School. I'm i n t e r e s t e d i n the h e a l t h care issue you 
are t r y i n g t o p u l l together i n t o a r e a l i t y f o r the e n t i r e n a t i o n . 
The idea of n a t i o n a l h e a l t h care i s not only profound, but one of 
the more p o s i t i v e government advances t h a t we've seen w i t h i n the 
l a s t couple of years. 

There are gaps,(or should I say one p a r t i c u l a r gap) t h a t I 
can't seem t o f i n d an answer f o r ; such as the care t h a t w i l l be 
given t o homeless people. 

At age s i x t e e n , I am i n d i r e c t contact w i t h people my own 
age who have dropped out of high school, who cannot f i n d j obs, 
and i f not already homeless, soon t o be out of house and home. 
What ki n d of medical care w i l l people l i k e t h i s receive? They 
are not drug- a d d i c t s , or c r i m i n a l s , they are merely teenagers 
and young a d u l t s who are not able t o conform t o acceptable s o c i a l 
behavioral standards. 

L u c k i l y , Sonoma Valle y i s not subject t o the amount of 
homeless people l i k e places such as San Francisco or L.A. are;but 
the p o p u l a t i o n i s s t e a d i l y growing. I am concerned f o r those 
i n d i v i d u a l s who aren't s k i l l e d enough f o r jobs due t o the 
educational system of our county, and f o r those people who are 
s k i l l e d , but are l i m i t e d t o jobs. What kind of h e a l t h care plan 
w i l l these people be under? How w i l l i t a f f e c t the average 
homeless person who has never had a job? 

I would be very i n t e r e s t e d i n t r y i n g t o understand t h i s 
s p e c i f i c aspect of the h e a l t h p o l i c y . I f p o s s i b l e , I would l i k e 
t o have some kind of r e p l y or answer acknowledging t h a t my 
thoughts have been sent out t o you, and t h a t you know t h a t young 
people do have voices t o be heard and recognized. I would also 
l i k e t o add t h a t under the new government, more and more young „ 
people w i l l be g e t t i n g involved and speaking up. Thank you f o r 
your valuable time. 

s i n c e r e l y , 
Emily Kaplan 

oct. 6, 1993 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 12, 1993 

Mr. Michael D. Mahaffey 
411 Caroline Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70114 

Dear Mr. Mahaffey: 

Thank you very much for writing to the F i r s t Lady. 
She appreciates receiving comments from people like you who 
write about issues that are of interest to them. 

The F i r s t Lady has not made an announcement about 
peas. I f she were to discuss peas she would say that she 
enjoys them very much. 

Thank you again for sharing your comments with Mrs. 
Clinton. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alice J. Pushkar 
Director of Correspondence 

for the F i r s t Lady 
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T H E WHITE H O U S E 

WASH INGTON 

November 24, 1993 

Ms. Martha Valdez 
116 North Road 
Eastchester, New York 10707 

Dear Ms. Valdez: 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter. I am pleased 
that you feel I am a role model for you. Your dedication 
in pursuing your career goals while at the same time 
providing for your family's needs i s commendable. 
Congratulations on your recent accomplishment in receiving 
a degree in Public Accounting. 

Thank you also for expressing your support of the 
Administration's work on health care reform. The Health 
Security Act w i l l guarantee every American a comprehensive 
package of benefits that can never be taken away. Your 
support i s invaluable to the President as his 
Administration works toward meaningful and lasting change 
in our health care system. 

Thank you again for writing and I wish you continued 
success in a l l of your future endeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 



Martha I . Valdez 
116 North Rd. 
Eastchester, N.Y. 10707 
September 29, 1993 

Mrs. H i l l a r y Rodham C l i n t o n 
The Whitehouse 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear H i l l a r y : 

I would l i k e t o express my most sincere c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your 
recent work on Health Care. 
You have become a great r o l e model f o r the f u t u r e generations of 
America. I have a 13 year o l d s i s t e r , and 3 nieces t h a t 
h o p e f u l l y w i l l f o l l o w your f o o t steps and become as educated as 
you are. H i l l a r y you are not only f i g h t i n g f o r h e a l t h care, you 
are s e t t i n g an example of the p o t e n t i a l t h a t women have. I t i s 
r e f r e s h i n g t o see a F i r s t Lady who i s not j u s t an extension of 
her husband , but i s an accomplished p r o f e s s i o n a l i n her own 
r i g h t . 
I am a s i n g l e mother of a 4 year o l d boy, as such I am the sole 
p r o v i d e r i n my household. I attended school a t n i g h t and 
r e c e n t l y graduated w i t h a degree i n Public Accounting. I know 
t h a t w i t h hard work a person can accomplish whatever he/she sets 
out t o do. However, I don't have the power t o reach as many 
l i v e s as you do t o set an example, and t h a t i s why I am g r a t e f u l 
t h a t you are our F i r s t Lady. 

Martha I . Valdez 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 24, 1993 

Mr. John F. Higgins 
Children's Television Workshop 
Corporate Communications Division 
One Lincoln Plaza 
New York, New York 10023 

Dear Mr. Higgins: 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter and photograph of 
me. I agree that the warm rosy look of the photograph 
exemplifies "Sesame Street." 

I t was a pleasure meeting you during my recent v i s i t 
to the Sesame Street studio. Sesame Street i s a wonderful 
television program for children, emphasizing educational 
development and emotional growth through an enjoyable, 
engaging format. 

I appreciate the words of encouragement offered in 
your letter. I wish you continued success both in law 
school and in a l l your other future endeavors. 

Once again, thank you for your support. I t means a 
great deal to me. I wish you the best of luck as you apply 
to law school next year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 



CHILDReitS 
TeLCMISIOII 

ONE LINCOLN PLAZA 
NEW YORK, NY 10023 

(212) 595-3456 

10.18.93 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

I had the distinct pleasure of meeting you when you visited the Sesame Street studio; 
in fact, I am delighted to have taken a photograph with you and 3 other Children's 
Television Workshop colleagues. To say that meeting you, shaking your hand, and 
sharing a moment with you is a "high point" renders me guilty of understatement. Uke 
many other people, I am a staunch advocate of what you and the President are doing 
for America, and the world. 

Enclosed please find a snapshot I took of you with Big Bird and Rosita. No doubt you 
will receive copies of professional quality photographs, however this picture of you is 
special to me as its hazy glow and warmth is reminiscent of what a pleasure it was for 
me to meet you. Friends and family with whom I have spoken of your visit agree that 
your gracious and affable manner - your style and easy grace - is clearly visible in this 
photograph. 

Thank you so much for finding the time to visit us on Sesame Street. As a side note, I 
will be applying to law school in the next year and I am committed to working in the 
health care field; thank you for providing the beacon to follow as I pursue my dream. 

With deepest respect, I am... 

John F. Higgins 
Promotion Coordinator 
Corporate Communications Division 

C l? '3 H tNSQN 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN GTO N 

November 24, 1993 

Dear -MSL 

Thank you f o r your thoughtful l e t t e r . Your support 
means a great deal t o me. 

I am honored and touched t h a t you chose t o share your 
personal experience with me. I t was a pleasure t o read of 
the purpose and strength of your family. Working together 
each of you i s successfully pursuing your dream of an 
education. 

As you know, education i s valued g r e a t l y by both the 
President and me. Education i s ess e n t i a l t o our nation's 
long-term economic development. We can be a high-growth, 
high-wage nation only i f we are a h i g h - s k i l l s nation. Our 
work now i s a valuable investment f o r the f u t u r e of our 
country. 

I g r e a t l y appreciate the support expressed not only i n 
your l e t t e r , but also i n your volunteer e f f o r t s throughout 
the 1992 Pr e s i d e n t i a l campaign. I t i s through the 
encouragement of in d i v i d u a l s l i k e you t h a t the Cli n t o n 
Administration i s able t o work to lead our country i n a new 
d i r e c t i o n . 

Thank you f o r your support. I wish you and your 
family the best of luck as you each continue your academic 
careers. 

Sincerely yours. 

H i l l a r y Rodham C l i n t o n 
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Health Care Cards: 

President, B i l l Clinton 

Thank you very much f o r w r i t i n g t o me about health care reform. 

The Health Security Act w i l l guarantee every American a 

comprehensive package of benefits that can never be taken away. 

Your support i s invaluable to me as we continue to work toward 

meaningful and l a s t i n g change i n our health care system. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Thank you very much f o r w r i t i n g about health care reform. 

The Health Security Act w i l l guarantee every American a 

comprehensive package of benefits that can never be taken away. 

Your support i s invaluable to the President as his Administration 

works toward meaningful and l a s t i n g change i n our health care 

system. 


