
Basic Rationale 

Saddam Hussein has e x p l o i t e d i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t among the Kurds of 
northern I r a q by a l i g n i n g himself w i t h one f a c t i o n to att a c k 
another w i t h t i e s to I r a n . There have been s i g n i f i c a n t 
c a u s a l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g many c i v i l i a n s . His forces now threaten 
to take f u r t h e r actions i n northern I r a q . 

The United States has worked hard f o r years to help the two major 
Kurdish p a r t i e s overcome t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s . I t i s t r a g i c t h a t 
the Kurdish leaders refused to do so. 

But there i s a broader s i g n i f i c a n c e to the I r a q i army's seizure 
of I r b i l . 

Saturday, Saddam Hussein's v i c t i m s were the Kurds. At other 
times, they have been other I r a q i m i n o r i t y groups. Twice, they 
have been Iraq's neighbors. 

In short, Saddam Saturday repeated a p a t t e r n we have seen before. 
He i s ready at any time to use force to achieve h i s ends. He i s 
a t h r e a t to h i s own people, to h i s neighbors and to the peace of 
the region. 

I f there i s not a f i r m response, he w i l l have esta b l i s h e d t h a t he 
can act w i t h impunity, f u e l i n g h i s recklessness and r e g i o n a l 
ambitions. 

Saddam's actions threaten our i n t e r e s t i n the peace and s t a b i l i t y 
of the region. Our response must take i n t o account not j u s t 
Saddam's l a t e s t r e s o r t to force, but t h i s o v e r a l l t h r e a t he 
represents to U.S. i n t e r e s t s . 

F i r s t , our response demonstrates to Saddam Hussein t h a t he 
w i l l pay a p r i c e f o r r e s o r t i n g to force; 

• Second, t h i s new example of h i s recklessness requires f u r t h e r 
actions to reduce the th r e a t he poses to h i s neighbors. 



Congressional Talking Points 

In response to Saddam Hussein's attack on the Kurds of 
northern I r a q , l a s t n i g h t the U.S. has c a r r i e d out a i r 
s t r i k e s against I r a q i a i r defenses and r e l a t e d m i l i t a r y 
systems south of Bagdad. We also are a c t i n g to expand the 
southern I r a q i No Fly Zone. 

The purpose of these actions i s tw o f o l d . F i r s t , Saddam must 
pay a p r i c e f o r h i s attack on the Kurds. I f there are no 
consequences f o r h i s l a t e s t recklessness, h i s recklessness 
w i l l only increase. Second, by extending the No Fly Zone 
and e l i m i n a t i n g a i r defense assets south of Bagdad, we w i l l 
reduce the t h r e a t he poses to h i s neighbors. This serves 
our s t r a t e g i c i n t e r e s t s over the longer term. 

The U.S. has worked hard f o r years to help the two major 
Kurdish p a r t i e s overcome t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s . I t i s t r a g i c 
t h a t the Kurdish leaders refused to do so, a l l o w i n g Saddam 
to a l i g n himself w i t h one Kurdish f a c t i o n to att a c k another. 
There i s no evidence to support I r a q i claims t h a t i t i s 
withdrawing. 

But there i s a broader s i g n i f i c a n c e to the I r a q i army's 
seizure of I r b i l . 

Today, Saddam Hussein's v i c t i m s are the Kurds. At other 
times, they have been other I r a q i m i n o r i t y groups. Twice, 
they have been Iraq's neighbors. 

In short, Saddam i s repeating the p a t t e r n we have seen 
before. He i s ready at any time to use force to achieve h i s 
ends, thr e a t e n i n g h i s own people, h i s neighbors and the 
peace of the region. I f we don't respond f i r m l y he w i l l 
know t h a t he can act w i t h impunity. 

We seek your support f o r these steps. 

The President w i l l make an announcement i n about an hour and 
the Department of Defense w i l l be p r o v i d i n g a d e t a i l e d 
m i l i t a r y b r i e f i n g . We are prepared to provide d e t a i l e d 
b r i e f i n g s to you or your s t a f f as w e l l . 


