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~r. Clinton, America must stop killing I 
By Lurleen Stackhouse 

On January 21 my name appeared on the 
bock page of lhe Washington Post as ''an 
anti-abortion demonstrator" who con­
fronled the President and Mrs. Clinton at 
1he AMEC church on Inauguration Day. 
The full s/ory needs to be told. 

FORT WAYNE- Whal should have been·• 
written was how stridently pro-death the 
Clintoos really are. I bad the opportunity to 
confron1 Hillary face to face and she 
countered by scoffing, "It is God's law to 
kill babies.'' This is die stoiy tba1 sboold 
have been told. Hillary Ointon believes in 
child abuse although she claims to be a 
champion of children 's rights. Once again 
the media missed the real story. 

l travele<1 to Washington D.C. wi th 
fellow rescuers from Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
to participate in tbe RESISTANCE 
project . Our fi rs t event was to pray out­
side tbe AMEC church during a prayer ser­
vice for the Clintons that morning. I 
prayed I.bat God would send someone in 
and , if He wished 10 use me, that He 
would open a way for me to get in . Our 
group quickl y gathered on lhe corners 
praying that the new presideat would not 
make a mockery of God 's law with his un­
godly agenda. 

I approached those en ten ng th~ 
cburcb and inquired about tbe avai lability 
of tickets for tbe service. I was infonned 
that none were available. Still detennined, 
I spoke to a security guard and within half 
an hour he not only obtained a ticket for 
me; bul I received ooe in pri ority seating 
several rows behind the Clintons. Praise 
God! 

We were in the se1Yice approximately 
45 minutes awaiting the arri val of the Clin­
tons, singing hymns and reading Scrip­
ture. Several choirs sang at the beginning 
of tile se rvice. The t.beme fo r I.be morning 
was on the holiness of God. I wondered iI 
Bil l Clinton realized the holi ness God re­
qu ires of individuals as be sang the words 
to " Holy, Holy, Holy"? Words like, "Let 
God be Ii fted up tiU all men se rve Him " 
and " Ameri ca lhe beauti ful ... God shed 
His grace on I.bee ,' ' becomes a mockery 
when done in honor of the leader of the 
free world who openl y advocates abortion 
on demand and homosexual rights . 

Several people spoke of the great 
hope Ame ri ca now had as Mr. Clinton 
would be swom in as our 42nd President. 
One commented: " The U.S. is now going 
to be a land of toleratioo and opportunity 
ltkc never before against discrimination.' ' 

As the service continued the one 
thought that pierced me was I.bat these 
people bad a fo m1 of godl iness but denied 
its power. If my president believes the 
Bible then why are chi ldren not aUowed 
to pray in school. Or since a reading from 
t.be Koran was included in the service, 
does he believe in the God of the prophet 
Moban1med? If my president be lieves in 
my same God tbea wby does be stand for 
Lbe rights of homosexuals when it clearly 
violates the command in Romans 1:27, 
28? If my president believes ,n the Bible 
why would he aUow for I.be kil ling of 
4 ,500 babies daily? The question I have to 
ask is, what god is be se rvi ng? 

During this service of mockery, the 
Lord gave me a passage of scriptu re from 

APPROACH - HIiary and William Clinton approach Lurt-n StackhouM and othersat the conclualon of the Mrvlce In the 
AMEC Church, Washington, D.C. Lurleen asked them both about the kllllng of Unb<,n bllblH In the U.S. 

Micah 3:8 - · "But as for me, I am filled 
with powe r, with the Spirit o f the Lord, 
and with justice and might , to declare to 
Jacob bis transgression, to Israel his sin.'' 
I knew God wanted me to do something 
with this verse. My hands were trembling 
and several times I began to stand up to 
declare the sias and the transgressions of 
America. Should I declare their abomina­
tions in front of the congregation, or wait 
and talk with Mr. and Mis . Clinton later? 

When the se rvi ce concluded we were 
asked to stay seated until the Pres ident 
and Mis . Clinton departed for the White 
House. However as they walked down I.be 
aisle I stood and reached out for Mr. Clin­
ton. He took my hand and I said , " Mr. 
Clinton, America must stop killing 
babies.'' He looked at me with a blank 
stare on his face. I repeated this statement 
to him. HiU ary then came to give me a 
bug and I said, " Hillary, it 's against 
God 's law 10 kill babies." She stepped 
back, shaking and trembling, and then 
grabbed my ann. Her countenance trarts­
fo nned from a pleasant demeanor to the 
appearance of being possessed. Her eyes 
were enraged as she replied, " It is God's 
law 10 kill babies." I drew back in shock 
at the blatant and revealing statement. I 
fuU y expected her to say, " It is God 's law 
for women to have a choice,'' or other pro­
death rhetoric. But no, she was bold and 
blatant, while stiU standing on " Holy 
Ground " in the sanctuary. I would not 
have be lieved it if I had not beard it with 
my own ears . I walked out with General 
Colin PoweU. As the Clintons got i1110 
their lim ousine I approached the car. 
Tiirough the glass l continued to plead 
with Mr. Clinton to stop killiag babies. 
Again he bad a troubled stare . 

But lhe kiUing will continue so long 

, - -

WITNESS - Lurleen StackhOUH of Fort Wayne talk• about the value of llfe and 
protections for the unborn during a demonatratlon In January at Washington, 
D.C. Though the Washington Poat had the atory of her confronting the Cllntona 
about the kllllng of babies In America, the Poat merely labeled her as "an 
antl-abotlon demonstrator." 

as there is no unden;tanding an1ong 
churcb people about holiness. It will con­
tinue so long as HiUary Clinton and com­
pany have their feminist agenda enfo rced. 
It wiU continue so long as Christi ans con­
tinue to be apatheti c and noa-resistant. It 

wiU continue as long as tbe darkness bas 
its way. It will continue until God reieast 
His band of judgment upon our nation. 
But ii must stop. Until it does the cries 01 
unborn babies will cry out for justice. 



DRAFT LETTER -- MELANNE VERVEER 

Dear 

~ ~ - ~ (\ 

.J:? 

In the past few days I've gotten a number of calls from 
friends who wondered about a particular quote from the First 
Lady's interview in Newsweek magazine. To end any confusion, I'd 
like to make clear that Mrs. Clinton has always believed in a 
woman's right to choose. 

The Newsweek interview explored her personal religious 
beliefs and her views on the role of faith in our secular lives. 
Although Mrs. Clinton has said she would not choose abortion for 
herself, she believes that abortion is a matter of conscience, a 
highly personal and private decision that every woman must make 
for herself. She also believes that, by law, we must respect the 
individual's choice -- whether that means choosing yes or 
choosing no. And we must continue to protect the moral authority 
of women to make choices for themselves in all facets of their 
lives. 

Mrs. Clinton hopes all sides in the debate can work together 
to ensure that abortion in our society is safe, rare, and legal. 

I also want to stress that the Clinton Administration 
remains committed to expanding choices and opportunities for 
women on a broader scale. That's why President Clinton has lifted 
the gag rule, signed the Family and Medical Leave law, worked to 
expand women's health research, and encouraged testing of 
mifepristone, formerly known as RU-486, which will begin in the 
United States this week . 

We hope that policies such as these will empower women of 
all backgroue,Rs and beliefs to live up to their potential and 
lead satisfying and productive lives. 



Excerpt of Interview: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton with WJAR 
Radio, 10/24/94 

Q. One of the biggest buzz words in America today is "abortion.'' 
And in the article, [Woodward] suggests that you feel that 
abortion is wrong, but should not be criminalized, is that 
accurate? 

That is. Obviously, in some cases, it is a very difficult 
decision, and I respect the right of conscience. You know I've 
come in my own mind to think about this issue as really pro­
conscience in the sense of trying to change people's attitudes 
and feelings so that if a decision is made to choose abortion it 
is done only after the most careful soul searching. I think the 
issue has become so polarizing and neither side on the divide is 
really reflecting what most of us in the great muddled middle 
feel, which is that we do not approve, we are not happy about the 
number of abortions but cannot imagine what criminalization would 
do to women and doctors and just the fabric of our life together 
.•• I would like it if we could perhaps call a verbal · truce and 
for people on all sides to work together to figure out how we 
make abortion, in my husband's words, safe' and rare, but legal. 
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Dear 

In the past few days I've received a number of calls from 
friends who wondered about a particular quote from the First 
Lady's interview with Newsweek magazine. To end any confusion, 
I'd like to make clear that Mrs. Clinton has always believed in a 
woman's right to choose. 

The Newsweek interview explored her personal . religious 
beliefs and her views on the role of faith in our secular lives. 
Although Mrs. Clinton has said she would not choose abortion for 
herself, she beli.eves that abortion is a matter of conscience, a 
highly personal, difficult and private decision that every woman 
must make for herself. She also believes that, by law, we must 
respect the individual's choice -- whether that means choosing 
yes or choosing no. And we must continue to protect the moral 
authority of women to make choices for themselves in all facets 
of their lives. 

r - soc1e 

The Clinton Administration re~ains committed to expanding 
choices and opportunities for women, not just in words but in 
deeds. That's why President Clinton has lifted the gag rule, 
signed the Family and Medical Leave law, worked hard to expand 
women's health research, and developed a long term economic plan 
that seeks to protect all Americans families. 



CATHOLICS 
FORA 
FREE CHOICE 

May 18, 1995 

Dear Colleague : 

As the 104th Congress continues to unfold, you will be called upon to 
address numerous complex issues. But few will be as laden with emotion and 
rhetoric as those dealing with protecting women's reproductive choice . As this 
session progresses into the "second one hundred days," you will undoubtedly face 
pointed questions regarding these issues. 

To assist you in thinking about and articulating your position on these 
difficult and important questions, I am sending for your reference copies of CFFC 
publications dealing with aspects of abortion and other public policy issues related 
to reproduction . gender, and sexuality . 

The History of Abortion in the Catholic -Church traces the history of Roman 
Catholic thinking on abortion. These issues include: the point at which the embryo 
becomes a human being , and the relationship of the church's views on sexuality to 
its condemnation of abortion. 

The Bishops Lobby profiles the church's political arm. the tax-exempt National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the United States Catholic Conference. A 
disproportionate share of their multi-million dollar budget is devoted to restricting 
reproduct ive rights , a position not shared by the majority of rank-and-file Catholics 
whom they purport to represent. 

Contraception in Catholic Doctrine: The Evolution of an Earthly Code offers a 
comprehensive history, from development through dissent. of the forces and ideas 
that have shaped Catholic teaching on contraception . 

Majority Report: Catholic Attitudes on Sex and Reproa·uction offers a 
snapshot of contemporary US Catholics and their views on issues related to 
reproduct ive issues including abortion , birth control , international family planning , 
and the role of the Catholic hierarchy in policy debates. 

Catholics and Reproduction, A World View is an international study of Catholi c 
opinion on abortion and contraception . 

1436 U Street, N.W., Suite 301 , Washington , D.C. 20009-3997, (202) 986-6093 I fax (202) 332-7995 

Frances Ki ssling 
President 

Pa tricia Hennessey 
Board Chair 

Board of Directors 

Angela Bonavoglia 
Stephen Collins 
Mary Hunt 
Daniel Maguire 

Giles Milhaven 
Eileen Moran 
Marysa Navarro 
Rosemary Radford Ruether 

Marcela von Vacano 
Peter W1lderot1 er 
Susan Wysocki 



Catholics for a Free Choice is an organization of prochoice Catholics whose 
purpose is to shape and advance sexual and reproductive ethics that are based on 
justice , reflect a commitment to women's well-being , and respect and affirm the 
moral capacity of women and men to make sound and responsible decisions about 
their lives. We do this through discourse, education, and advocacy, both in the 
United States and internationally, with a goal of infusing these values into public 
policy, community life , feminist analysis , and Catholic social thinking and teaching . 
We produce publications and sponsor briefings, workshops , and conferences with 
the goal of espousing the views of the Catholic laity on these important issues here 
in the US and around the world . 

I am enclosing a copy of our publications list as well for your reference 
Please feel free to call me wi th questions or requests for additional copies of these 
publications. 

Yours very truly , 



ISH 
OF GENERAL INTEREST 

Conciencia 
A newsletter published three times a year cov e ring reproductive health issues from a Latin American perspec tive, 
produced by Cat6Iicas por e l D erecho a Oec idi r (COD) in Latin America. $ 1 O annually 

Los Cat6licos y la Procreaci6n. 
A tra ns lation of Cath o lics and Reproduction : A W orld View. 14 pp. $ 1 .00/each $25/50 

La Historia de las Ideas Sobre el Aborto en la Iglesia Cat6lica 
A trans lation o f The His tory of Abortion in the Catholic Church . Also a vai lable in Portuguese . 37 pp . $3.00/each $50/50 

Mujeres e Iglesia: Sexualidad y Aborto en America Latina 
Six La tin American femin is ts write a bout th e h istorical , polit ical , c ultura l , and religious conditions that affect women 's 
reproductive heal th in La tin America. Edited by Ana M arfa Portugal. 146 pp . $1 O 

La Evoluci6n de un C6digo Terrenal: La Anticoncepci6n en la Doctrina Cat6lica 
A trans la t ion of Contraception in Ca th o li c Doctrine: The Evo lution of an Earthly Code . 42 pp . $3 .00/each $50/50 

Mi Vida, Mi Conciencia, Mis Derechos (video) 
This video featu res La t in Ameri can educators , theologians and activists discussi ng contraception and abo rti on from a 
proc hoice Catholic perspective. In VHS form at. $20 

Aportes 
An occasional series on Catholicism, women and reproduction . Also avai lable in Portuguese. Single copies are free. 

Stickers 
"Ca t6Iicos por el Derecho a Decidir" s tands out in white on a hot pink background . $3 .00 per 1 00 stickers 

COUNSELING/PASTORAL CARE 

Aborto: Una Guia Para Tomar Decisiones Eticas 
A translation o f Abortion : A Guide to M aking Ethica l Choices. Al so available in Portuguese . 19 pp . $3 .00/each $25/50 

No Estas Sola 
M edi ta tion s about motherhood , contraception , and abort ion developed by Cat6Iicas por e l Derecho a Dec idir (COD) in 
Latin America . Al so avai lab le in Portuguese. 12 pp . $5.00/each $ 100/50 

Y Marra Fue Consultada Par Ser Madre de Dios 
A comic book treatme nt of the abortion decision developed by Cat6Iicas por e l Derecho a Oecidir (COD) in M exico. 16 
pp . $1 .00/each $25/50 

total$ 

Please inc lude $4.00 shipping and handling on orders over $30 .00. 

DC residents add 5.75% sales tax 

I would also like to support Catholics for a Free Choice. 
Enclosed is a contribution for $ 

total enclosed $ 

Build Your Library 
Receive a comp le te set of CFFC 's English- language publicat ions 
for only $25 or all of our Spanish- language pub lications (except Mujeres e Iglesia) for $10. 

SHIP TO: 
Your name ____________________________________________ _ 

Street address ___________________________________________ _ 

City , state , zip ---------------------------- Phone( __ ) ________ _ 

Please make check payable to: Catholics for a Free Choice 
1436 U Street NW, Suite 301 , Washington, DC 20009 
202/986-6093 

W e will send anoth e r list of publications with your order. 



-ons 
OF GENERAL INTEREST 

Catholics for a Free Choice [brochure] 
Basic information on the procho ice Catholic position a nd CFFC's mission a nd ro le. $ 10/50 

Conscience 
A quarterly newsjournal of prochoice Catholic opinion. Consc ience o ffers n e w s cov erage , articles a nd essay s o n 
reproductive h ea lth , women , e thi cs and politics , a nd the Rom a n Catholic church. $1 0 annually 

The History of Abortion in the Catholic Church 
Traces th e his tory of C a tholic thinking about abortion , especially c oncepts of personhood . Al so a v ai lable in Span is h 
(see re ve rse). 31 pp . $3.00/each $50/50 

Majority Report: Catholic Attitudes on Sex and Reproduction 
Reports recen t US pol ling d a ta on abortion , birth control , and other issues . 8 pp. $1 .00/each $25/50 

Catholics and Reproduction: A World View 
An internationa l s tudy of Catholic opinion o n abortion , birth contro l , and othe r issues around th e world . Al so available in 
Spanish (see reverse) . 12 pp . $ 1 .00/each $25/50 

All Talk and Little Action 
A 1988- 1993 progress report on th e e mployment o f w o m e n in U S Catholic dioceses . 16 pp . $2 .00 

CFFC stickers 
"C a tholi cs for a Free Choice" s tands out in white o n a blue background . Great for rallies , marches , lobby days , even 
Sunday mass! Al so available in Spanish (see reverse) . $3.00 per 100 stickers 

COUNSELING/PASTORAL CARE 

Abortion: A Guide to Making Ethical Choices 
Is abortion murder? H o w do I m ake a decision? These and 35 o th er question s sensitively a nswered by Catholic 
theologian s Marjorie Re iley Maguire a nd Daniel M aguire. 44 pp. $5.00/each $100/50 

Reflections of a Catholic Theologian on Visiting an Abortion Clinic 
The feelings and reactions o f a Catho li c theologian on visiting a clinic . 11 pp . $3 .00/each $50/50 

You Are Not Alone 
Briefly s tated , abort ion facts from Cathol ic teaching to Catholic attitudes a nd practices . M edi ta ti ons for before and a fter 
abort ion respond to women 's spi ritu al needs . $1 .00/each $15/50 

POWERFUL CONCEPTIONS: A SERIES ON BISHOPS AND BIRTH CONTROL 

Public Perceptions: The Bishops Lobby 
Profiles the church 's political arm, th e N a ti ona l Conference o f C a tholic B ishops/ United States Catholic Conference . 
8 pp. $3.00/each $50/50 

Bishops on Birth Control: A Chronicle of Obstruction 
R eviews th e US Catholic bishops' st ra tegy and reach in U S public po licy on contraception . 20 pp . $5.00/each $100/50 

Contraception in Catholic Doctrine: The Evolution of an Earthly Code 
From deve lopm e nt through dissent , a comprehensive hi story of the forces and ideas that have shaped Catholic teaching 
on contraception . Also avai la ble in Spanish (see reverse) . 28 pp . $5 .00/each $100/ 50 

THE PUBLIC SQUARE 

A New Rite: Conservative Catholic Organizations and Their Allies - Research Portfolio 
Examines more than two dozen prominent and obscure conservative Catho lic groups s uch as the Knights of Columbus, 
the Alli ance of Catho lic W omen , a nd the C atholi c Campaign fo r America. Looks at the connections between the conser­
v a tive Catho lic agenda a nd fundamental ists of other fai th s. 9 1 pp . $ 15.00 . Periodica ll y produced addenda , including 
analys is, updates on th e groups, and new profiles . F i rs t three addenda $5 .00 or purchase book and first three addenda 
for $ 17 .50 

The Catholic Health Care System and National H ealth Care Reform 
This report reviews the scope a nd nature of the Catho lic hea lth care sys tem and exp lores the impact o f the Catholic 
system o n th e nation 's heal th ca re . Discusses the implications of health industry business trends such as mergers and 
consolida ti ons with respect to the "conscience c lause" and official Catholic medical ethics directives . 43 pp. $10.00 
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nationwide, February- ~farch, 1991 (this question asked of90 
percent of sample) as part of a continuing series of social indicators 
conducred since 1972. Dara provided by The Roper Ccnrer, 
University of Connecticut. 
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Established in 1973, Catholics for a Free Choice is an 
educational organization that supports the right to legal 
reproductive health care, e specially family planning and 
abortion. CFFC also works to reduce the incidence of 
abortion and to increase women's choices In 
childbearing and child- rearing through advocacy of 
social and economic programs for women, families, 
and children. 

CFFC offers publications - including our quarterly 
newsjoumal, Conscience - that explore the moral and 
ethical aspects of the abortion Issue, prochoice Catho­
lic theology, and the bishops and politics. For a list of 
current titles, or for information on how to order, call or 
write at the address below. 

Catholics for a Free Choice 

FACT SHEET No. 1 (593) 

1436 U Street NW, Suite 301, Washington, DC 20009 
202/986-6093 

ISBN 0·915365-22-7 

·o Er 
Catholic Attitudes on Sex 

and Reproduction 

This fact sheet offers a snapshot of contemporary US Catholics and their views on some of the most important 

concerns of our day. The central-but not single----focus is on issues of reproduction, where the Catholic peoplr 

and the hierarchy are thoroughly estranged - Although public opinion data reflect a church in conflict, 

Catholic teaching, according to clrrics, is imperoious to public opinion. This fact sheet is not issued in an 

attempt to influence the devewpment of church teaching, Its objective is to present an accurate, reliablr summary 

of Catholics' attitudes on important social issues, in the process correcting persistent misconceptions about the 

opinions of Catholics. While church leaders may be .f-ee to disregard the viewpoints of Catholics, the 

devewpment ofsound public poliry demands that polirymakers consider the views of all citizens. - The 

statistical figures are drawn .f-om an array of data gathered by reputable national organizations. For many 

survry questions, we have included response statistics for both Catholics and all Americans for comparisons 

sake. Other questions were directed only to Catholics. - Questions are quoted verbatim .from the survrys. 

US Catholics--ln Brief 
Escimarcs o( the percentage of the coral US population that is 

Cathol ic range from abour 21 percent ro 28 percent. 1 The 1992 

O fficia l Catholic Directory calculates a toral of 58 miJl ion US 

Cathol ics, about 23 percent o( the total US population,2 while the 

National Opinion Research Council (NORC) reports that abou t 

25 percent of the US population is Catholic) Catholics make up 

rhe largest single denomination in the United States. 

Once largely a working class immigrant population, US 

C-ithol ics now "occupy comparable positions (to their Protestant 

counterparts) in the overall mix of occupations, levels of education, 

and earnings, though Catholics are more likely to live in union 

households and in large ciries."4 In fact, the average C'lthol ic's 

income exceeds the average Protesranr's.5 Nearly one in five 

Catholic households - the same ratio as rhat o( white Protestants 

- earns more than S50,000 annuaUy.6 As is true for Protestants, 

about one-fifth of Catholic adults are coUege g raduares .7 

Catholics and Abortion 
Where do Catholics stand on abort ion? A look at p:,Uing dara 

suggests that the answer depends on how the question is asked. 

However, it is clear that most Cacholics, like most Americans, 

support a legal rig ht to abort ion, while voicing concern that 

abort ion should be chosen only after careful consideration and 

consultation. Th is social concern often translates into endorse• 

menr of legal restrict ions. 

Four out of five Catholics chink that abort ion can be a 

morall y acceptable choice in some circumstances. More than half 

believe thar the practice should be legal in many or all circum­

stances. Even among Catholics who attend Mass at least once a 

week, only abour one in five agrees with the bishops that 

abortion should be illegal in all circumstances, whiJc nearly 

one-third of weekly Mass-goers say it should be legal in many 

or all circumstances. 

These arrirudes are strikingly similar to those of people of 

other faith groups and of people who do nor identify with any 

faith. On almost all questions related to abortion, the numbers 

fo r Catholics vary linle from those for other Americans. One 

exception is government funding of abortion services for poor 

women. On this issue, Catholics are more supportive than 

Americans as a whole. 

Catholics for a Free Choice 



Legality 

Abortion should be ... 

CATHOLICS• 

ALL ADULTS• 

Illegal in All 
Circumstances 3% Don't Know/No Opinion 

Illegal in All 
Circumstances :20/o Don't Know/No Opinion 

O nly 13 percent of Catholics ag reed wirh rhe bishops' position rhar abort ion should lx: illegal in all circumstances. 

Incidence among Catholics 
Despite the chu rch's ban, Catholic women, like other women, 

need and use aOO rrion . According tO the most reliable and most 

ofren cited survey on the characteristics of women obtaining 

abo rtions, the abortion rate among Catholics is close to the 

nat ional average, IO with C'lthol ics having 36 percent more 

abort ions than Protesta nts. 11 

Morality 
Abortion can be a morally acceptable choice . .. 12 

Catholics 

never 13 
only in rare circu mstances 41 
in many circumstances 26 

in all circwn stances 15 

don"t know/refused 5 

For each of the following, please tell me whether you favor 
or oppose allowing an abortion in that circumstance 13 

Catholics All 
When the mother's life is at stake 

Favor 

O ppose 

Nor Sure 

8 1 

13 
6 

When the mother's health is in danger 

Favor 

O ppose 

Noc su re 

In cases of rape or incest 

Favor 

O ppose 

Not sure 

81 

12 

7 

79 

15 
6 

If the fetus will be born seriously deformed 

Favor 

O ppose 

Nor sure 

68 
24 

84 

II 

5 

82 
12 

6 

79 

16 

5 

70 

22 

8 

Catholics for a Free Choice 

The bishops should consult the laity so that lay 
experience on sexuality can be brought into the 
development of church teaching.SO 

Catholics only 

Sr rongly ag ree 44 

Somewhat agree 

Somewhat d isagree 

St rong!}' disag ree 

Don·r know/refused 

Endnotes 

37 
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Other Sex-Related Issues 
Although the church prohibits divorce, C·uholtcs believe that 

divorced Catholics should not be barred from receiving sacra­

ments. Catholics hold more liberal opinions than those of orher 

Americans on premarital sex, while on the issue of homosexuality , 

Catholics· opinions correspond to those of other Americans. 

Divorced Catholics who have remarried w ithout an an­
nulment should be permitted to receive communion.39 

Catholics o nJ y 

St rongly ag ree 49 

Somewhat ag ree 

Somewhat disag ree 

Strongly disagree 

Don't knew/refused 

25 

8 

13 

In general, do you think homosexuals should or should 
not have equal rights in terms of job opportunities? 

Carholics40 AU4 l 

Should 78 79 

Should nor 

Don't know/no answer, 

refused/no opinion 

17 13 

8 

Pre-marital sexual relations between persons who are 

committed to each other can be morally acceptable. 
(Catholics)42 Do you think It is wrong or not wrong if a 

man and a woman have sexual relations before 
marriage? (All)43 

Catholics All 

Strongly disagree 20 Always wrong 26 

Somewhat disagree 9 Almost always wrong ll 

Somewhat agree 32 Wrong only sometimes l9 
Strongly agree 36 Nor wrong at all 39 
Don't know/refused Can't choose 6 

The Church 
In the last qua rter century , church anendance by US Catholics 

has fa llen, and donat ions ro the church have decreased. "The 

Catholic defection rate is (and has been) more than half again as 

high as the Protestant defection rate," writes Andrew Greeley, a 

prominent Catholic sociologist.44 Moreover, Catholics' contribu­

tions to the church have dropped in the last twenty-five years. 

Catholics who attend church weekly and earn more than S40,000 

now g ive abour I percem of their annual incomes to the church , 

down from 2 percent , whi le their Protestant counrerparrs· g iving 

has remained stable, at about 4.4 percent.4) 

As this face sheer has shown, Catholics arc in deep disag ree­

ment with the hierarchical church on reproductive issues. Th is rift 

ex tends to a confl ict over other issues of gender and power. The 

ordination of women, priestl y celibacy, and issues of church 

governance name a few. 

It is possible to be a good Catholic and publicly 
disagree w ith church teaching. 46 

Strongly agree 

Somewhat ag ree 

Somewhat disag ree 

Strong ly disagree 

Don't know/refused 

C'ltholics onl y 

50 

3 1 

9 
7 

3 

It would be a good thing if women were allowed to be 
ordained as priests.47 

Strongly ag ree 

Somewhat ag ree 

Somewhat disagree 

Strongly disagree 

Don't know/refused 

C1tholics only 
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30 
10 

20 

Would you favor or oppose allowing Catholic priests to 

many and continue to function as priests?48 

C'ltholics only 

Favor 70 

Oppose 26 

Don't know/refuse 4 

Do you think Catholics should always obey 
official church teaching on such moral Issues a s 

birth control and abortion, or do you think it Is 
permissible for Catholics to make up their own 
minds on these issues?49 

Always obey 

i\fake up cheir own mind 

Depends 

Nor sure 

C'ltholics only 

14 

79 
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Catholics 
For any reason during the first trimester 

Favor 45 

O ppose 

Nor sure 

47 
8 

All 

47 
44 

9 

For any reason while the fetus cannot survive outside 

the womb 

Favor 

Oppose 

Nor sure 

Public Funding 

67 

26 

7 

67 

23 

10 

Do you favor or oppose using tax dollars to pay for a 
woman's abortion If she cannot afford it?14 

Favor 

Oppose 

Don't know/no answer 

Restrictions 

Catholics All 

62 

37 

42 

52 

6 

Which of these comes closer to your view:15 

Catholics All 

Abortion should be generally 

available to those who wane ic; 44 43 

Abortion should Jx, available 

but under stricter ljmits than 

it is now; 38 37 

Abortion should not be permitted 15 16 

Don't know/no answer 4 

If each state could make Its own laws about 
abortion, would you want your state to put limits on 
the availability of abortion, or not?16 

C'ltholics All 

Yes 45 56 

N o 5 1 4 1 

Don't know/refused 4 3 

Do you favor or oppose a law requiring . .. 17 

C'ltholics All 

- women seeking abortions to 

wait 24 hours before having 

the procedure done 

Favor 77 73 

Oppose 20 23 

Don't know/refused 4 

- doctors ro inform patients 

about alternat ives to abortion 

before performing the procedure 

Favor 90 86 

Oppose 8 12 

Don't know/refused 2 

- women under 18 co get 

parental consent fo r any abo rtion 

Favor 75 70 

Oppose 23 27 

Don't know/ refused 3 3 

- that the husband of a married 

woman be notified if she decides 

to have an abort ion. 

Favor 7 1 73 

Oppose 27 25 

Don't know/ refused 2 

The Bishops' Abortion Politics 
Catholics are disrnrbed by the abort ion poli tics of the US bishops. 

Only 23 percent of Catholics say that the bishops should use the 

poltrical arena to advance their views, and only 19 percent say it is 

appropriate for the bishops to tell Catholics nor to vorc- fo r 

prochoice candidates. 18 Nor do the majority of C'lthol ics OC!ieve 

that they have an obligation co vote fo r candidates who oppose 

legal abortion. Moreover, C'ltholics do not believe chat the church 

should impose sanctions (such as excommunication) on those who 

have acted to support legal abortion. In addition , there is a clear 

sense among both C'ltholjcs and non-Catholics that the bishops· 

abort ion politics may undermine public confidence in Catholic 

politicians and officeholders. 
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Do you think the Catholic bishops should use the 
political arena to advance their moral opinions?19 

Carholics non-Carholics 

Yes 

No 

Don'r know/refused 

23 
7 1 

6 

14 
75 

II 

Do you believe Catholics have a religious obligation to 
vote for candidates who oppose legal abortion?20 

Carholics non-Carholics 

Yes 

No 

Don'r know/refused 

3 I 

61 

8 

22 

53 
25 

Do you believe it is appropriate for Catholic bishops to 
tell Catholics how to vote?21 

C'ltholics non-Catholics 

Yes 

No 

Don 't know/refused 

19 
78 

3 

12 

78 
10 

Do you agree with excommunication and other 
sanctions if the Catholic .. . 22 

- is a woman who has had 

an aborcion 

Yes 

No 

Don't know/refused 

Cathol ics only 

14 
76 
10 

- is a doctor who perfo rms abortions 

Yes 17 

No 7 1 

Don't know/refused 11 

- is a prochoice legislator 

Yes 16 

No 73 
Don't know/refused 10 

Does the bishops' involvement in abortion politics 
make people distrustful of Catholic officeholders and 
candidates?23 

Yes 

No 

Don't know/refused 

Catholics 

46 

4 3 

II 

non-Catholics 

46 

36 

19 

Birth Control 
Despite the church ban on "artificial" birth conrrol. C'ltholics are 

just as likely as orher Americans rouse birrh conrrol methcxis 

opposed by the church, and are no more likely rouse the only 

church-approved methcxi , pe ricxiic abstinence. In the I 988 

National Survey of Family Growth, there was no stat ist ically 

sign ificanr difference between Catholics and the US population as 

a whole in usage of contraception. In that study, 60 percent of all 

women of childbea ring age ( 15 ro 44) used a contraceptive 

method, ,,,hile 59 percent of C'ltholic women in that age group 

used a merhcxi. Among married people, 77 percent of Proresrants 

and 7 5 percent of Carholics used a methcxi. 24 

The number of Catholics who use birth conrrol has g rown 

substantiall y over the last thirty years. Furthermore, the methcxis 

chosen have changed dramatically. In the mid- I 960s, Protestants 

··were significantly more likely than Catholics to use the pill, 

diaphragm, and condom; C'lthol ics were six rimes more likely 

than Protestants to use rhythm (32 percent compared ro 5 
percent.)""25 In the last decade, among white married non­

Hispanic Carholics us ing a method of birth control, one-fifth used 

the pd! , more than rwo-fifrhs relied on ste rilization, almost one­

fifrh used condoms, and rhe rest used ei rher the diaphragm , IUD, 

or pericxiic abstinence (including rhyrhm and more sophisricared 

methcxis). OfC'lrholics practicing contraception, only 3 percent 

rely on pericxiic absrinence - rhe only method the Varican 

approves. 26 

In the I 980s, the largest increase fo r Catholics was in the 

level of male sterilization. By 1988, 20 percent of white, married , 

non-Hispanic Catholic men were steril ized, about the same as the 

Protestant level. 27 

Even excluding those who attend church less often than once 

a month , the majority of Catholics who practice birth control 

practice contraceptive merhcxis char the Vatican forb ids. Among 

those most likely to fo llow the teaching - H ispanics who lx>rh 

attend Mass and rake communion at least once a monrh - 38 

percent practice a methcxi not approved by rhe Vatican. 28 

Have you yourself ever used artificial means of birth 
control?29 

Yes 

No 

Not sure 

Catholics 

5 I 

44 

All 

50 

46 
4 

Protesranrs 

50 

48 
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Do you agree or disagree with this statement: "using 
artificial means of birth control Is wrong. n30 

Agree 

Disag ree 

Nor sure 

Catholics 

19 
79 

The church should permit couples to make their own 
decisions about forms of birth control.31 

Catholics only 

Strongly agree 68 

Somewhat agree 

Somewhat disagree 

Strongly disagree 

Don't know/refused 

19 
4 
6 

The US bishops should approve the use of condoms to 
prevent the spread of AIDS.32 

Strongly agree 

Somewhat agree 

Somewhat d isagree 

Strongly disagree 

Don' t know/refused 

Catholics onl y 

64 
19 

3 
II 

3 

International Family Planning 
Assistance 
Americans strongly support US ass istance to family planning 

programs abroad. Catholics favor these programs in even larger 

numbers than Americans as a whole. 

Do you think the US government should give family 
planning aid and funding to developing countries In 
Africa and Asia where abortion Is legal, or not?33 

Carholics All 

Should 61 60 

Should not 3 3 34 

Not sure 6 6 

The United Nations Population Fund was set up to 
promote worldwide efforts to slow population growth. 
The United States has not contributed to the fund since 
1986. Should the United States resume its support to 
the United Nations Population Fund?34 

Yes 

No 

Catholics 

60 

40 

All 

58 

42 

Foreign aid support SHOULD NOT be used to promote 
anti-abortion policies In other parts of the wortd.35 

Do you: 

Ag ree 

Disagree 

Catholics All 

74 

26 

67 

33 

In general, should the developing countries of Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America promote family planning and 

effective birth control programs as a way to reduce 
the birth rate?36 

Yes 

No 

Teens and Sex 

Catholics All 

93 93 
7 

Despite opposition by Catholjc church leaders, slighcly more 

C'ltholics than Protestants approve of dispe nsing birth control to 

teens. Fifty-four percent ofCarholics and 52 percent of white 

Protestants agree that birth conrrol should be available to teens 

aged 14-16, even if the teens' parents do not approve. 37 

Do you think public education efforts to reduce the 
spread of AIDS among young people should focus more 

on encouraging them to practice safe sex or more on 
encouraging them to abstain from sex?38 

Catholics All 

Safe sex 60 53 

Abstinence 

Both equally 

Don"t know/refused 

37 42 

4 
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