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THE WHITE HOUSE
November 17, 1993

Hon. Frank McCloskey
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman McCloskey:

Thank you for your letter regarding
the possibility of my meeting with Bosnian
rape victims. I share your outrage for
the tragedy that has unfolded in Bosnia.
Many innocents have suffered as those
committed to violence press on.

I regret that I was unable to meet
with Ms. Daidzic and Ms. Kapidzic during
their visit to Washington. Undoubtedly,
the work of their organization is
instrumental in helping many victims
overcome this tragedy.

I appreciate hearing from you.
Sincerely yours,

thl

Hillary Reédham Clinton
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Dear Ms. Clinton:

One of the greatest of the many human tragedies resulting
from Serb aggression in Bosnia is the victimization of more than
50,000 Muslim women who have been raped by Serb forces. Just as
is the case with genocide, murder, and torture in Bosnia, this
systematic campaign by the Bosnian Serbs is not being properly
addressed by the international community. In this case, we have
an obligation not only to prevent further abuse and bring the
perpetrators to justice, but also to help the victims. The
United States' response has been entirely inadequate.

This is why I am writing to you: to ask that you use your
good offices, as America's First Lady and a source of leadership
‘6n humanitarian and women's rights issues, to urge U.S. policy-
' makers to lift the arms embargo and enable the Bosnian Army to
defend Bosnian women against this type of assault; to provide
adequate resources and the political commitment to ensure that
guilty "soldiers" and the Serb leadership are prosecuted before
the War Crimes Tribunal; and to commit much greater resources to
help the women who have suffered these terrible abuses.

.'Qf; Lastly, I am writing to ask that you take a few minutes to
_ “meet with representatives of Bosnian rape victims. Two
remarkable Bosnian women, Aida Daidzic and Diana Kapidzic, will

be 'in the United States between now and October 12 and are
available to meet with you at any time during that period. Their
organization, "BISER" (International Initiative of Women from
Bosnia-Herzegovina), has mobilized Bosnian women refugees to help
victims of sexual torture. BISER's membership, largely
consisting of Muslim, Jewish, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox
Christian Bosnian women, has counseled thousands of rape victims
and found homes for more than 150 Bosnian orphans. I believe
that your holding a brief meeting with them would be extremely
worthwhile. I hope that you are able to accommodate them.

Slncerely

Frank McCloskey

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



Dear Frank:

Thank you for your letter regarding the
possibility of my meeting with Bosnian rape
victims. I share your abhorrence for the
tragedy that has unfolded in Bosnia. Many
innocents have suffered as those committed to
violence press on with their deadly task.

I regret that I was unable to meet with Ms.
Daidzic and Diana Kapidzic during their recent
visit to Washington. No doubt the work of their
organization is instrumental in helping many
victims overcome their experiences. Thank you
again for writing.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Frank McCloskey
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

November 12, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR MAGGIE WILLIAMS

FROM: WILLIAM IT

SUBJECT: Reply to Congressman Frank McCloskey

Attached at Tab A is our suggested reply to Congressman Frank

McCloskey from Mrs. Clinton regarding his request for her to meet
the Bosnian rape victims.

Attachmentsf
Tab A Suggested Reply
Tab B Incoming
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nternacionalna inicijativa zera cosne i hercegovine

ABOUT BISER 09.1993

it is hard to imagine that even tccay in this very moment bcesnian women are
peing raped in the Serc hoid bicihal like death-rgpe camps located on the
occupied territonas of Bosnia anc Hercegovina.

1.5 milion peocle cre expelled from ~heir romes , 36T 000 messacred more then
50 000 muslim women have teen raced, moie than a half of who have teen
kilec otier iney having been roped. Today we do nct knew ary'ning accut the
destiny of more than 60 200 bosnian wemen in the age tetween 15 and 35 years,
6.14% of the bosnian muslire famale oopulation have been raped by serbian
military and paramiitary forces, 2.65% of them are nregnant as ¢ consegquence
of systematic rape.

Ana thatiscne ¢t ithe reasons wny 3ISER" IS exisling.

BISER 15 an international initiative ¢f wemen from Besnia anc Hercegovind who
were forced tc leave thair couny because of the war. The oasic idea of this
organizgtion is to moktilize wemen-2fugees so that they are cole tc help cther
women-refugees. in cur argansaticn muslim ana jewish, catholic anc ortodox
women are woiking togeth2r trying "o provide hielp fer victims of sexual torture.
Our working together regardiess cf religous backgreunc is what we were aiways
used 10 doin Bosnia and Hercegovinag, 't means the continuance of the over 600
years - tradition of mult.cultural ccaxistence in cur hemeland . We triuly believe
that that is the only sruciure of sociery cbie to previde losting cecce to ine
region. We also believe that thisisthe only way of life worth stiuggling for.

BISER s also o humantarian and a tuman ngnts organization that is mainly
corcerned with helping women in need B | § £ R is invoived in issues of human
rights, of drawing pubiic aftention tc wor crimes aganst women and bringing war
criminails to tricl. In codiition with Twe Besnian and two Croarian groups BISER
has siarted a legel suit agenst Radoven Karadzic. Qur lawver is Ms. Catharine
MacKinnon from the University of Michigen Law School.



BISER international initiative from women frorm Bosnic & Hercego” - 212 ; 98290 ¢1 - Createc: Donnerstag. 18. 1968 0:534 Uhr- Page d ot

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T e = ——— = —— ———— . ——— ———— - — — — — — — — ———

B I § E R

internacionalna inicijativa zera bosne i hercegovine

BISER s social work is crganized in the following orojects:

1. The program of survival

Providng help to women :n Bosnia and Hercegovira.

We' ve fcund godfathers far 162 orphans. Beccuse of the war against B&H ard
beccuse of the clocade of numanitarian routes it was very difficuit te send any
kind of reip, also our financial oosgbiliies are imited. Inspite cf that we

succeededin sending 12 wee! chails ond £00 pounds of caby foocd to Sarajevo
and 200 pouncs of bapyfooc to a orpharage :n Kalesic.

2. Constructing a net of medical-psychotherapeutic heip,

This means educarng anc pr2paing womsn refugees for orotlems that are
walng for tnem when tmiey return 1o their homes,

Untl now 58 women have teen cducctaa for psychetherapeutical and sccial
WOIK 2762 peorie irom refugee camps are n constant conract with us in orrder
'C get suppct and aEsiance (i a numpér of questons sucn as ohysical and
psychiccl hedlt and a cunch cf averyday life oroklems. "BISER" has provided d
censtant psycnoinersgpeuticct ireatment for 14 women, surgical operariones for
fwo and chegsr-dental treatment tct three women

3. Building refugee camps on Bosnian and Hercegovinian territory

made of family nouses w:th inTrastructure schicol, placs of weiship, workshop and
an ambuiance, keywcrd "kbuc” fhus crecting condiions in which women are
copable of providing nelo for themselves. "SISER" crovided all  professiongl
projects, but because cf the present stuatior. we are sl waiting to start building.

4. Refugee project "Restore dignity"

Building and crganizing infrastructure wnere helg can be orovided for indivicudls -
employment, ecuca’icn and heclth prcjects. We are deeply ccncerned about
the ongrowing passivity of many ¢f the refugees and about the so-called "helpers
syndrom” oy many of the people coming 'o Croatfia ic "orovige rele™.

At this moment BISER has twenty members. They cre all  Bosnian women,
refugeesin Croctia and cthe countres wno aie quaified in a variety of fields.

Tc continue our work we naed yeur suppcit !

USA P.O. BCX 24532 LOUISVILLE, KY 40224  tei/fax 502 2457337
deutschliand tel/fax Co11/308 12 42 croatten "ei*ax +36,47,/570 518
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CURRICULUM VITAE- AIDA DAIDZIIC

1957 born N Sargjevyo, 30snIcC and Aercegovina
1980 Diptoma-Graauction of architecture. University of
Saragjevo
1584 pestgrcauate stady of Urbanism, University of Zagrek
since 1983 working as an Assistert on Technische Hochschule, Damstadt,
Gemeny
1990 wWinrer of the "Grand Prix' of Collegium Artisticum, for the best annuct

contiourtion in the field of architecture , 3&H
Since 91 Active Member of the Society for Thiedtened FPeoples' one of the
mos: mportant human nghts o ganisalicn N Germany
1992 ecitcr and initater of the ZDF Progiarm ‘Mona Lisa’, together with
SibylleBassier ccncearming ganocidal rages it B&k
1993 tounder of BISER - Infernational initiative of Women fiom Bosnia
and He:icegovina

One of the founders ¢f the 'Geiman-bosnian-Hercegovinian-Sociery

CURRICULUM VITAE - DIANA KAPIDZIC

1964 corn N Munich, Germany
1983 moved to Sarcievo. Bosnic-Hercegovina and started to study
1987 Diplcma Graductior ar the Academy of Fine Aits at Sargieve

Moved back to Munich, Gerany ana started o study at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Municn
Since '92 Active Member of the Society for Thieatened Peoples' - the secona
argest numan nghts organisaron in the German specking drec
Since |&n. 93 Meimrber ¢f BISER' - 'nterngticnai Inmictive ot Wemen from Bosnia-
Hercegovina
One of the fzunders of the German-Bosnian-Hercegovinian-Society ',

tfounded injune 93 10 Munich, Gemany
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THANK YOU FOR THE CPPORTUNITY TO INTRCOUCE OURESELVES
WE ARE VISTING AMERICA WITH A SINGLE GOAL.AND THAT IS EXPLAINING TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE UNTHINKABLE HUMAN DISASTER AND ATROC TIES THAT ARE BE:NG COMMITTED TO THE
PEOPLE CF BOSNIA & HERCEGCVINA.

QUR PARTICULAR GOAL 1S TO STRESS HISTORICALLY UNWITNESSED DESTRUCTICH OF
HUMAN DIGNITY FOR PCLMICAL PURPOGES. WE ARt ESPECIALLY CCNCERNED ABOUT DELIBERATE
SEXUAL TORTURES IN ORDER TC CONRQLER TERRTCRIES.

JNFCRTUNATELY THISHAS BEEN @ UITE OFTEN PORTRAYED IN THE WESTERN MEDIA AS
THE RESULT OF ANCIENT HATRED. ON THE TONTRARY LIFE IN BOSNIA &HERCEG G VINA HAS BEEN
CHARACTERIZED BY THE HIGH LEVEL OF sTHNIC TOLERANCE AMONG DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS.
FOR OVER 600 YEARS PECPLE IN SARAJEVO . MUSLIMS. CROATS, SERBS AND JEWS KAVE LIVED
PEACEFULLY SIDE BY SIDE, THIS SAME PECPLE ARE NOW SHELLED DAILY BY THE FASHISTiC SERBIAN
REG'ME, WHCSE LEADERS SLCBOCAN MILOSEVIC ANC RADCVAN KARADZIC ARE WAR CRIMINALS
BUT ACRESSED WITH "YOUREXCELLENCY' BY WESTERN PQLIT.CIANS,

™N OUR CRGANISATION WOMEN FROM BOSNIA & HERCEGOVINA, WOMEN FROM
ALL NATIONALITEES ARE TRYING TG FRCVIDE HELF FOR THE VICTIMS CF RAPE . OVER A YEARNOW
WE HAVE NO PROBLEMS TO COMUNICATE TC EACH OTHER AND THAT IS EXACTLY THE PCINT WE
WANT TO STRESS IN THIS JOURNEY.

T 15 OF UTMOST MPORTANCE THAT AMERICAN PEOPLE KNOW THE THRUTH ABOUT
SENOCIDE IN 3OSNIA & HERCEGOVINA 3ECAUSE We BELIEVE THAT WITHCUT & REAL AMERICAN
INVCLVEMENT THIS SLAUGHTER CAN NCT 38 STOPPEC. ONLY AMERICA CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE .
AS IT HAS ALREADY BEEN SEEN TWICE iN THIS CENTURY,
WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE DANGER THAT BOSNIAN MULTIETHNIC . MULTIRELIGICL
AND MULTICULTURAL SCCIETY 15 TO 3E DESTROYED BY NATIONALSCCIALISTIC BELGRADE REGIME
AND BY THE INABILITY OF THE WESTERN POLITICIANS AND UNTED NATICNES TO 3TOP ONGCING
GENCCIDE.
T IS ALSC IMPORTANT THAT AMERICAN PEOPLE REALIZE THAT THERE IS AN AMERICAN NATICNAL
INTEREST TO SUPPORT ANCIENT MULTIETHNIC SOZIETIES SUCH AS BOSNIA & HERCEGOVINA,

ECALUSE AMERICA (TSELF IS NOT CNLY MULTIETHNNIC BLT A_SC MULTIRACIAL SOCIETY.

THEREFORE WE WOULD APPRECIATE AN OPPORTLNITY TC EXPRESS-CUR EXPERIENCE IN THE FRONT
OF AMERICAN PEOPLE

SINCERELY AIDA DADZIC & DIANA KAPIDZIC
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LETTER OF INTENTIONS

WE. AIDA DAIDZIC AND . DIANA KAPIDZ!IC, ARE MEMBERS CF THE BISER (SEE THE ATTACHED INFORMATION )
SINCE THE BEGINING OF THE AGGRESSIONN ON BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA WE HAVE ORGANIZED A NUMBER
OF RALLIES AND CRIVES ACROSS GERMAN/ FCCUSING ON THE GENOCIDE OVERBOSNIAN WOMEN AND
NATION AS WHCLE.

AS ONE OF THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL OFGANIZATIONS WE PARTICIPATED AT THE UNO CONFERENCE ON
HUMAN RIGHTS \VIENNA, JULY 1963,

IN AUGUST OF 1992 WE MET FOR TRE FRST TIME ONE OF THE RAPE VICTIM FROM BOSNIA. THIS ENCOUNTER W A3
CRUCIAL FOR CURFURTHER ACTIVITIEE.

WE BELIEVE THAT T IS VERY IMPCRTANT TC INFCRM THE AMERIC AN PUBLIC AND ORGANIZATIONS ABOUT THE
SITUAT.ON IN BCENIA AND HERZIEGOVINA ESFETIALL Y ABOUT MASIIVE TERROR AND RAPE OF BOSNIAN
WOMEN, AS A FORM CF GENOCIDE.

THEREFORE WE WOULL LiKEZ TO GIVE A SEMES IF NFORMATIVE LECTURES IN THE PERIOD FROM SEFTEMBER 7'
TO OCTCBER 1277 1993 THE CONGCEFT OF THESE LECTURES 15 AS FOLLOWS

- AN EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHSE FRTM BCON!A AND HERZEGCV NA;

- A 45-MINUTE INTROCUCTICN TG THE = 'STCRY ANO PEOPLES OF E&H AND INTO THE PRESENT STJATICN IN 8&H,
- D.iE-C USSION WiTH THOSE WHED ARE INTZRESTZD TO GeTINVOLVED - HOW, WHAT AND WHEN;

- A VIDEO DOCUMENTARY A3QUT E&H.

OURTENTATVE SCHEDULE IS { MINCRCHANGES &RE 5TiL POUSIBLE)
FROM 10 CITY TEMPORARY TELEPHONE NO
sept, 05 sept.11 NEW YORK 212/ 68295¢1
sept. 12 sept.19 HASHINGTON D.C. 703 /5348529
sept. 20 sept 26 C=ICAGO 31219439200
sept.27 sept. 30 C5 ANGELES 310/ 838 0397
okt.1 oki.3 SAN FRANCISCO 51076530516
okt4 okt 12 NEW YORK + WASHINGTON D.C 212/ 682 96 61

OURGCAL IS TO REACH ASMANY “OPLE AZ POSSIBLE - SSPECIALLY WOMEN- AND TO MAKE CONTACT
WITH ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVICUALS WHO ARE WILLING TG HELP AND LOBBY FORB&H. ALSO, WE WOULD
LIKE TO INFORM THE AMER/C AN PL3LIC. THROUGH THE MEDIA, ABOUT THE WAR CRIMES IN B&% A4, FROM OUR
POINT CF VIEW.
WE ARE ASKING ALL THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTEZ IN OUR WCRKTCO HELP UG iIN ORGANIING THIS TOUR.
DURNG QUR VIST TO THE WEST CCASTWE W OULD LIKE. (FPOSSIBLE, TC MEET SOME MEDIA PECPLE.

PLEASE CONTACT US AS SOON AS PC331352 AT THE NUMBERS BELLOW. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE

AIDA DAIDZ:C  PHONzZ/FAX 802 - 24572

()

7 31IS2R P.O. 24332 LOUISVILLE KY 30224



July 15, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR PAM BARNETT
FROM: Unice Lieberman

SUBJECT: First Lady Photos

Legislative Affairs has sent out photographs to the following
Members of the House taken with the First Lady at the White House
Reception for the Democratic Whips on June 24, 1993.

John Bryant
Benjamin L. Cardin
Robert E. Wise, Jr.
Philip R. Sharp
Neil Abercrombie
Ron Wyden

William J. Jefferson
Buddy Darden

Frank McCloskey
Dale Kildee
Timothy J. Penny
Nita Lowey

Tom Bevill (POTUS also in photo)
Martin Sabo

James L. Oberstar
Robert T. Matsui
Butler Derrick

Dan Glickman

Jim Slattery
Richard J. Durbin
John Lewis

Bud Cramer

Jim Chapman

Rosa DelLauro



