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TO: USA CAPU10 
FR: .DE CERRElL - OVP 

BRIAN J)HNSOO' - CEQ 
RE: GREENING OF 1IIE WHilE HOUSE PR<>PmAL 
OT: 4/4/95 
CC: NEEL IATilMORE 

LORRAINE VOI.FS 

EVENT: 

This is a request for the First Lady's particir,ation in a 15 minute interview with ABC's Good 
Morning America to highlight the Presidents Greening of the White House initiative. The 
interview could be TAP"'ED and aired during the week preceeding Earth Day (4/17-21). 
In addition, we would like to allow ABC and NBC to aocwnent progress of the greening 
initiative during a controlled tour through parts of the White House complex. 

BACKGROUND: 

On Earth Day 1993, the President announced the "greening'' of the White House - energy 
and environmental renovations that will improve energy efficiency, reduce environmental· 
impact, and minimize waste and pollutants. Some of the improvements include the 
installation of energy-efficient lighting, heating and cooling systems, increased recycling, and 
reduced use of pesticides on the grounds. 

The greening effort follows through on the President's goal for the White House to be seen, 
"not only as a symbol of clean government, but also a clean envirionment". 

The Message: Here are practical measures that all Americans can take in their own home or 
business - not only because they are better for the environment, but because 
they save money, and improve comfort and productivity. 

PROPOSALS: 

ABC - Good Morning America has a long-standing request to produce a story on 
environmental upgrades in the White House. They have requested access to parts of the 
complex where these improvements could be filmed and we believe that there are a nwnber 
of good actions that we can film [ see below]. 

As part of this story, they would also like to interview the First Lady on the importance of 
this "greening" effort and how other Americans can make their homes more environmentally 
efficient and save money. An interview with the First Lady would considerably raise 
awareness on this histrorical initiative and give the administration an opportunity to highlight 
a success story. 

NBC - In addition, Bob Vila, the popular home improver, has a weekly segment on the 
Today Show. He would like White House greening to be a subject for an upcoming 
segement and has asked for footage of White House greening improvements in the residence. 
However, he has not asked for, nor will we suggest to him, an interview with the First Lady. 
We would like to provide NBC an opportunity to docwnent some of the changes on the 
complex. 



"'1li.te Home Cbmplex Tour. 

We propose offering to ABC and NBC a tour through the OEOB, the E.ast and We1:.t Wings, 
and a very limited part of the Executive Mansion. The tour would be led by White House 
usher Gary Walters, possibly with Katie McGinty. It is during this tour that footage could be 
obtained. 

The following is a outline of the proposed tour stops in the East and We1:.t Wings and the 
Executive Mansion for your review: 

Stop 1- F.$t "1ng Visitors Lobby 
Energy efficient ceiling lighting 

Stop 2- FiJSt lady's Ganlen 
Composting operation and runoff control as well as the introduction of native plants 

Stop 3- "'1li.te Home Recycling Operation 
Recycling bins outsdide the East Wing (glass, paper, newspaper, aluminwn cans, batteries, 
plastic, polystyrene, fluore1:.cent and high intensity lamps) 

Stop 4- Store Room (Golden Ourot Refrigerator} 
This super-efficient refrigerator also contains no ozone-depleting CFCs. The Pre1:.ident has the 
first model to come off the assembly line (which is in Arkansas) 

Stop 5- Executive Residence (Main Floon 
A new highly energy-efficient and non-CFC central air conditioning system 

W
S

top 6- OEOB . d . ffi . . d . tallm . fri ell . ater conservation ev1ee1:,, energy e c1ent wm ow ins ent, envrro en y arr 
conditioning systems, increased natural lighting, computers that go to sleep when the are not 
being used m order to save energy 
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MONDAY, MARCH 14, 1994 

THE NATION'S NEWSPAPER 

N0.1 IN THE USA ••• FIRST IN DAILY READERS 

·White House turns 
a shade of 'green' 
By Mary Smaragdis 
USA TODAY 

The Wlllte House Is on Its way to living up to President Qin­
ton's Ear1h Day promise that it will become "a model for effi­
ciency and waste reduction." 

Under a just-released plan, the White House ·and Old Execu­
tive Office Building should be redone by 2000 - with lower 
energy and water use. better aJr and less trash. 

Improvements have started: placing recyding bins through­
out, using mulclling mowers, using improved paper shredders 
that keep dust from escaping Into the air, and installing the 
most energy-efficient, chlorolluorocarbon-free refrigerator 
available In the Ointons· quarters. 

The changes will cut the Old Executive Office Building's 
$1.6 million--a-year energy bill. but officials say they don't know 
by how much. And that's the bottom line: The changes must 
pay for themselves in energy savings, says Cathy Zoi of the 
While House Office of Environmental Policy. 

The plans include: 
► Installing more efficient light bulbs and fixtures and re­

opening eight painted-over skylights. 
► Using energy-efficient computers, copiers and fax ma­

chines that cut electricity use by more than half. 
► Upgrading to energy-efficient windows. 
► Renovating the Old Executive Office Building's heating, 

ventilation and air-condiUoning system and replacing its 1,000 
window air conditioners with more efficient models. 
► Setting up "cascading" water use - watering lawns with 

wastewater from drinking fountains, for example. Water-sav­
ing devices are going into all faucets. 

And an educational computer program is being developed 
by the American lnstitute of Architects so improvements 
made in the White House can be copied. 

But the Ointons won't need to huddle under blankets. 
"We're going to show you don't have to sacrifice comfort to 
save energy," Zoi says. "We're going to demonstrate the op­
tions are limiUess." 
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The Greening of the President's House 
Clinton Administration Assembles Team to Design Environmentally Friendly Renovation 

8)' Boyct Rensbe~er 
W,,Ju""""' 1-\..c Sc.all Wntr, 

The While House is turning 
green. 

In whal would be the most com· 
prehensive renovation of the pres• 
1den11al residence since it was 
gutted and rebuilt in Harry S. Tru· 
man's day. a team of 90 architects, 
en,ironmental engineers. scien• 
11sts and others is planning to 
=ke the White House a model of 
energy efficiency and ecological 
respons1blity. 

The work. which has begun and 
1<·h1ch J>,lrt ic1pants said may r.on• 
11nue for years. 1s to cover prac­
tically e,·erything in the building 
from inefficient heating and cool• 
ing S)'Stems to water-wasting toi• 
lets. from heat-leaking windows 1n 
the Oval Office to pesticides in the 
Rose Garden. Experts involved 1n 
tM project predict the White 
House will be able to cut its cner• 
gy bills b)' JO percent to 50 per• 
cent. 

"For as long as I tive and work 
in the White House." President 
Clinton said when he launched the 
effort last Earth Day. April 21 , ·1 

want Americans to see it not only 
as a symbol of clean government, 
bul also a clean environment .... 
We're going to identify what it 
takes to make the White House a 
model for efficiency and waste re• 
duction. And then we're going to 
get the job done." 

Clinton said he wanted to make 
the White House an example for 
other federal agencies, for state 
and local governments, for bu;i­
nesses and for private homes. "Be· 
fore I ask you to do the best you 
can in your house." he said. "I 
ought to make sure I'm doing the 
b<>st I can in my house." 

Some parts of the project are 
planned !or completion by Earth 
Day this year.· 

The effort is being led b~ the 
White House Office of Environmcn• 
ta! Policy in coordination with the 
Energy Department and the Envi• 
ronmental Protect.ion Agency. Col­
laborating are outside groups such 
as the American Institute of Archi• 
tccts and I.he Rocky Mountain In• 
stitute, a Colorado-based research 
center that has pioneered new tech• 
nologies aimed at sustainable uses 
of natural resources. 

The plannini: and the work un­
derway is b<!ing done within ex• 
istrng budgets plus donated ser­
vices of nongovernmental groups 
but eventually. officials said, Clin­
ton must seek a congressionJI ap­
propriation lor the major work. 
Included in the plans are the East 
and West wings. the 18-acre 
grounds and the Old Execut ive 
Office Building. 

One of the criteria of the '"ret­
rofit" is that changes must save 
more money than they cost. In 
1979, President Jimmy Carter or­
dered a solar paneled hot wJter 
heating system that critics 
charged cost more than it saved. 

-We're worlong under tight pay• 
back criteria." said Bill Browning. 
head of ·green development ser• 
vices"' at the Rocky Mountain In­
stitute. The toul cost has 1101 been 
determined, but ·whatever it is, 
this has to pay lor itself in savings. 
II it doesn't do that, there's no 
poinl in doing it."' 

Browning said he would like to 
see the retrofit program extended 
to all government facilities. which 
together pay about $10 billion a 
y~ac !or energy. 

One stipulation or the pro1ec1. 
according to a report by the insti• 
lute, is that all or the work be done 
while the buildings are occupied 
and operating normally. Also, it 
must not interfere with the 1.5 
inilhon tourist visits to the White 
House each year. 

At leJst as challenging as the 
White House proper is the work to 
t-e done on the Old Executi\'e Of• 
lice Building. said to be the largest 
granite building in the country. 
When completed in 1888. it incor· 
r,orated a passive cooling system 
that the institute report called 
··cunningly sophisticated for its 
Gav." 

The passive system was aban­
doned long ago in favor of a cen-
1ral air-cooling facility now anti· 
quated and about 900 watt -gob· 
bling window air conditioners. The 
researchers are examining the 
kasibility of reactivating the old 
c,JOhng system. 

Among other items 10 he exam• 
ined are appliances. olfice equip• 
ment, insulation, paints and other 
finishts, fixtures and lurnishings, 
landscaping and recycling. Mam• 
1rnance practices ari: to he 
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checked to see whether they g,ve 
o!i undesirable vapor,. even down 
to the cleaning chem1rals used by 
janitors. 

Once plans are complt>te, Hrow• 
ning said, efforts will be made 10 
use the program as a demonst ra-
11on of wha1 others can dn. He sug• 
gcsttd thal 1he Nauonal l'uk Ser· 
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\'ICe might erect 1nt~rpre11ve dis· 
plars 10 be part of the White 
House public tour. 

The an;h1r~cts or,-::aniz~t1011 al:--'-) 
1s prepu1ng a CD•l<Ot-t "workshop 
m a box" that othrrs ran use :o 
learn what "'as done .1nd how to 
{lpply l he· 11~(:lhod!\ ,1r.,1 pTl!h.'. lp!t-~ 

c~l:;1.~wht'rt.: 



Date: 04/21/94 Time: 13:49 

Clinton tells of his environmental wares 

WASHINGTON, April 21 (April 21} UPI - President Clinton Thursday visited a 
Washington park in connection with Friday's Earth Day celebration and recited 
a number of steps his family has taken to preserve the env,ironment. 

The president told the gathering that they have installed recycling bins and 
do their own sorting . He also revealed that water conservation devices have 
been installed in the White House and in the sprinkler systems on the grounds. 

I n addition, old lighting fixtures in the White House and the Old Executive 
Office Building have been replaced _with less e n ergy-consuming models. 

Clinton also said the most energy efficient refrigerator in the country, 
called ''Golden carrot,'' which is made in Arkansas, has been installed in the 
White House kitchen. 

''We're trying to do our part,'' he added at a ceremony in restored Meridian 
Park. 

The measures are part of a project designed to decrease energy use in the 
White House by 30 percent by the year 2005 . 

The plan also calls for a savings of $140,000 over the next 3 years on the 
annual $1.6 million utility bill for the two buildings in the White House 
c ompound. 

Stressing his own commitment to the environment , Clinton said: 

''The White House is becoming a showcase for energy efficiency and 
e nvironmental responsiblity. Hillary and Chelsea and I have recycling bins in 
our kitchen. We have a new refrigerator, built in my home state, that uses 50 
pe rcent less electricity than most refrigerators and doesn't use gases that 
deplete the ozone layer. We're using less water on the lawn, fewer pesticides 
on the ground , and more efficient air conditioners in the big Old Executive 
Office Building. We're trying to do our part.'' 

I n his remarks, Clinton noted that on Earth Day a year ago he had pledge d the 
make the environment ''the greenest in history.'' He said that Vice Preside nt 
Al Gore ''has led the charge to make this administration a leader in the 
global environmental effort, and at the same time to give us a governme nt tha t 
wo rks better and costs less.'' 

Former President Jimmy Carter installed collector panels on the roof of the 
Wh i te House to use solar energy in line with environmental progress. But the y 
were removed in the Reagan administration. 
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Prtsident Jimmy Carter 
addressed the nation sitting in 
front ol a fittpboe wearing a 
cardigan sweater. He made a 
point of turning otf UMeeded 
li&)ltl in the White Hou,e. A 
solar panel wu insUlled on 
the root cl the West W',ng. 

fairly oc unfairly, these 
conservation geaturea 
contributed to Carter's 
rei,uutionaaa man 
preoccupied with details and 
ineffective in dealina with the 

. big problems-an ima,e the 
Clinton White HCJUtC wants to 
avoid at aD cmta. (The l0lar 
panel did not survive the 
Reagan administration.) 

So the briet,t younc men 
and - charged with 
implementing amervation 
measures in the White Hou,e 
today make sure thett ia no 
confusion. "We don't have to 
sit in the duk wearing 
sweaten. • aald Brian Jolwon, 
special uaiatant for 
environmental technoloeiea in 
the White Home O!lice C10 
Environmental Potier, johMon 
is the point man foe an 
ambitious Wldertaldna with 
the emineatlJ marutallle title 
cl"Ibe ~"' Ille White H-.. The project ....i- I 

team cl Cll)CrU &cm inside 
and outllde JOYfflJIM!ll put 
tocether bJ the American 
lnstiwte cl Arcbilecla. The 
Cll)CrU condllcted I tbcrc<lcb 
-tclenero111e, 
waste dlspoal and other 
environmelltal Cl00CCtN in the 
White Home complex. And 
they stttlSed the importance 
ol nwdni only chanfU that 
would be cost-dfective, 
preferably pa}'ixlg foe 
themselves in a year or Jess. 

Energy conservation no 

longer means "we have to 
suffer." aald Harry Gordon, an 
engineer who headed a tuk 
tome subcommittee that 
studied cban,es in the heating 
and coolinc system cl the 
White Hou,e. New technol­
oCY. such u low-emissivity 
pa foe windows and 
improved lluoceecent Uehling. 
makes it pou,1,Je to "dellan 
buildinp that '"' far moce 
00fflfoctable than ioefflcietll 
ones and atill 11.-e a sreat deal 
ol enefl)',· Gocdoo aald. 

"We can have both more 
comfort and betttt d6cie,,cy 
if we dolt ricbt." aald Gocdoa, 
who is a priDcipal in Burt Hill 
~ Rittelmann Aaeociates, 
a Wuhincton architectunl 
andensineeringfinn. 

The task bt:e "'architects, 
deaipera, en,ineers, 
.Llndacapen and other 
specialists bepn Phase One 
with a report in Marth. The 
report 000talned concrete 
recommend,tioaa on how to 
make the Flnt Familia home 
a model I« aD Ameriaii 
bccaea in 00Dlemll aarce 
waterandenervreeourca 
and doiq .. Uttle damqe u 
poaaa'ble to tbe eirrircamellL . 

Tbellntacaa,eof 
~tbooe tbat could be 
implemented qaic:kly without 
1pecial lpll(OS)riationa­
invoi- 1111111 tbat IN! IO 
unolJc:rmM the7 may not be 
nctic:ed bJ raidents oc 
viliton. 

"Most people IN! eoinc lo 
visit and not - anytbina 
different,. aaid William 
BrowninC. a member cl the 
tult forte and director of 
areen deftlopment aervicea at 
the Rocky Mountain lnltitute, 
• reoeardl inltitution in 
Colorado. "One of the pie<les of 

magic about this sort of work 
ia that it can dramatically 
improve enero and 
environmental performance. 
and 90 percent o4 the 
meaaures are Invisible.· 

In ldditlcn to the F'int 
f'amily's home, the project 
CO¥enallthelttUCtUtuand 
crow,daoltbe 19-ac.-e White 
HOUie CIOlllplex, includina the 
Old Executive Office Builclina 
and the Eut and West W',np 
cl the White Houee, which 
primarily'"' offices. The 
Executive Mansion, where the 
Citltona live, allO is a mtlleWII 
that bccaea many delicate 
antiques and worts ol art. In 
addition; 1.25 million visit on 
tour the buildlna each year' 
which made the tult forte'• 
job particularly complex. 

Somechan,es i,ctuaDy 
began in advance ol Phue 
One. One of the easiest things 
to alter was the lilbtina­
Startia& in the Bulb 
adminilttatloll. bulba in more 
than 1,600 haD u,bla In the 
Old E:xecutift Ollice Baildiaa 
werereiac,edbycompoct 
aucr-c.. wbicb]obmon 
aaid Ule 80 percent leM 
eneru thar- in • w e, t 
bab.'lbe- b,11,­
a--allJPIJ•~ 
in enerv avlnp within m 
ID0llthl, Jollaaca aaicl. 

In theuecutift Mamion, 
thecompoct auor-ta were 
Installed mootlJ in Uhle ~ 
But many cl the rocma Uled 
for IOdal evenu oc briefinp, 
where llide lhoWI oc OCher 
..-tioaa'"' made. 
require dimmable liahta, 
according to clllef Ulber Gary 
Walten. Dimmahle lluore. 
ceota '"'just enterinc the 
marled, and l0ffle have been 
inaUlled in the West W-mg in 

the White House Mess, which 
i.o run by the Navy. 

Outdoon, thequaru 
floodlighta iDwninating the 
lacade cl the White 

· House-32 were 1,500-watt 
and 10 were 250-watt 
lighta-have been replaced 
with 26 haloga, bulbs at 
900-Wlltt 1trenau, and 10 at 
"150-watts without any obviou1 
chance in the mansion's 
appearance. The new bulbs, 
which cost about $38,000, 
should bring a 51 percent 
savina in energy and pay for 
themaelYes in '1eaa than six 
yean,. Johnson aaid. 

Another simple 
enero ... ving measure was 
the installation cl the first _._ 
super-dlicient "Golden .. 
Carrot" ttfrieentor 
developed by Whirlpool ~ -
in a national competition 
sponaoced bJ 24 public and 
private utilities. The new 

. refriaentor ia not in the 
kitdlen c( the le000d-lloor 
family quarten. where the 
president miabt JO for a 
midnicbtaaact.butina 
lloreroOm De1t to the main 
kltc:hen. It 111e1 no 
~ (CFC&), 
the aubotance that damacea 
theoaxielayerclthe 
atmoephere, and-. only half 
as much energy u an ordinary 
ttfrieentoc. When the old 
enerl)'1Utins model was 

diapoeed "'· the CFC­
containing refri,ennt was 
reaptured "according to EPA 
regulations,• Walten aaicl. 

When the project began, the 
Structure WU already 
underaoing a najor reno­
Y2tion, including an overhaul 
cl beating, Ye11tilatin1 and air 

. a,nditionm,. the 6nt axe 
the Truman admini1tration's 
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-us renovation. 1he Clin1ons 
elided •cr0S$ tlle street 11 
,laif House. Tl'odr absenu 
llowed workers to rcmovt 
uctw<lrk 1nd asbestos from 
ie family quancrs before 
,mlling air-<Onditioning 
1uipment WI does not rely 
,CFCs. 
Heatin.2 for the \Yh,te House 
,mplex is provided by steam 

·One of the pieces 
f magic about 
l1is sort of work is 
l1at ... 90 percent 
( the measures 
re invisible." 

,ma General Services 
!ministration plant, a 
~thod thate made it difficult 
control tlle amount ol heat 
a specific room. The 
novation will provide MW 
:rmos1ats •nd d1mpcrs so 
,tribution of heat can be 
proved, Walters uid. 
''We used to call the 
gineers at 11 p.m. 10 tell 
:m to turn it down." M said. 
One major enera• 
iservation step is to uimll 
"'1,1,indows that prevent 
n lou in winter and heat 
n in summer. All o( the 
idows ol the Old Executivt 
ice Building are being 
,laced witll double-pane. 
•-tmiuivity ,i.ss. which is 
>CCled 10 reduce energy 
s through the windows b)' 
percent. Plans also are 
ng made 10 put new 
!ri)'•savina glass in the 
1rium on tM rool or lhe 
niquutero. 
\ somewhat touchier 
,ject is bathrooms. The Ink 
:e reoommended 
,allation of faucet aerators, 
:er-saving shower heads 
I Jow.lJow toUell. Batllroom 
ovations h.ave beeun in lhe 
Executive Office Building 
tlle "utiliurian areas· of 
White House. But still 
er study u e facilitiu for 
SIS al aocial evenls and 
ie in the privale quanen 
ause "we have lo make 
! tlley meet 1M MedS of 
family," Walters said. 
:ecycling may be 1he mosl 
lie aspec1 or lhc project, 
, soning bins popping up 
,vcr lhc building. The 
le House h.ad been 
,cling newspapers and 
ninum for some time when 
:,au Bush suggesled 

w;ii~~:;;: ~;;~~\his i 
cffon forward, Hillary 
Rodllam Clinton suaeu1ed 
separatini tlle gla.ss into three 
colors and addini plastics, 
white paper and cardboard. 

OulSide lht main kitchen, 
recyclini bins collect tM 
recyclable malcrials discarded 
each day. These arc emplied 
into much luger conUiMrs 
(or each calegory lhat are 
, torcd in a service area under 
lht Nonh Ponico. Private 
trudune companies remove 
lM con1en1s periodically. 

There also ue recycbng 
bins in the kitchen in the 
second-floor family quaners, 
Wailers said. Bul ~ Chelsea 
and her friends have a slumber 
pany, lhcy do not h.ave 10 son 
lhc ~ cans and bottles. The 
housekeepini suff takes care 
ol Wl, said Walters. 

In every home. painll, 
cleaning supplies and 
posticides can cause indoor air 
poUution. Unlike the averaee 
Washineton home, the White 
House hu ils own paint shop 
and lwo flllJ.time painlers. 
The repon recommended 1hat 
procedures for painting and 
storing suppLies be changed to 
lessen lhe amount ol volatile 
o,,anic chemicals in tlle air, 
w.11ers said changu in 
cJwung supplies are bcini 
considered, and the painting 
faciLily IS being upgraded. 

Lawns and gardens also can 
be hum(ul 10 the broader 
environmenl, so the task force 
recommended many chanies 
in tlle Jardening •nd land· 
supini procedures. 
Supcrintendenl or Ground• 
Irvin Williams, who cares (or 
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the lawns and g>rdens along . • .• .., • ,c· . , ~" . . 
with the Nation.al Park i~.;·~'\,'.: .. ~~~ 1'.r,., • . , • :,•; ~ :~ 
Service. said the Whitt House ¥ · ·~•~i'' ; ■ -~~~ID~-~ - ~ 
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The While House has one 
mulching mower and wiU buy 
more when necessary, 
Williams said. 
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