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This is a request for the First Lady's participation in a 15 minute interview with ABC's Good
Morning America to highlight the President's Greening of the White House initiative. The
interview could be TAPED and aired during the week preceeding Earth Day (4/17-21).

In addition, we would like to allow ABC and NBC to document progress of the greening
initiative during a controlled tour through parts of the White House complex.

BACKGROUND:

On Earth Day 1993, the President announced the "greening" of the White House -- ener

and environmental renovations that will improve energy efficiency, reduce environmen
impact, and minimize waste and pollutants. Some of %’lle improvements include the
installation of energy-efficient lighting, heating and cooling systems, increased recycling, and
reduced use of pesticides on the grounds.

The greening effort follows through on the President's goal for the White House to be seen,
"not only as a symbol of clean government, but also a clean envirionment".

The Message: Here are practical measures that all Americans can take in their own home or
business — not only because they are better for the environment, but because
they save money, and improve comfort and productivity.

PROPOSALS:

ABC — Good Morning America has a long-standing request to produce a story on
environmental upgrades in the White House. They have requested access to parts of the
complex where these improvements could be filmed and we believe that there are a number
of good actions that we can film [see below].

As part of this story, they would also like to interview the First Lady on the importance of
this "greening" effort and how other Americans can make their homes more environmentally
efficient and save money. An interview with the First Lady would considerably raise
awareness on this histrorical initiative and give the administration an opportunity to highlight
a success story.

NBC — In addition, Bob Vila, the popular home improver, has a weekly segment on the
Today Show. He would like White Igouse greening to be a subject for an upcoming
segement and has asked for footage of White House greening improvements in the residence.
However, he has not asked for, nor will we suggest to him, an interview with the First Lady.
We V\iould like to provide NBC an opportunity to document some of the changes on the
complex.



White House Complex Tour:

We propose offering to ABC and NBC a tour through the OEOB, the East and West Wings,
and a very limited part of the Executive Mansion. The tour would be led by White House
uls)he}' gLa:y Walters, possibly with Katie McGinty. It is during this tour that footage could be
obtain

The following is a outline of the proposed tour stops in the East and West Wings and the
Executive Mansion for your review:

Stop 1- East Wing Visitor's Lo
Energy efﬁcientrgiling Iighth]gbby

Stop 2- First Lady's Garden
Composting operation and runoff control as well as the introduction of native plants

Stop 3- White House Regcling ration
Recycling bins outsdide the East Wing (glass, paper, newspaper, aluminum cans, batteries,
plastic, polystyrene, fluorescent and high intensity lamps)

Stop 4- Store Room (Golden Canrot Refrigerator)
This super-efficient refrigerator also contains no Omnem CFCs. The President has the
first model to come off the assembly line (which is in %

Stop S- Executive Residence (Main Flomz . o
A new highly energy-efficient and non-CFC central air conditioning system

Stop 6- OEOB . _ o _

Water conservation devices, energy efficient window installment, enviro friendly air
conditioning systems, increased natural lighting, computers that go to sleep when the are not
being used in order to save energy
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White House turns
a shade of ‘green’

By Mary Smaragdis
USA TODAY

The White House is on its way to living up to President Clin-
ton's Earth Day promise that it will become “a model for effi-
ciency and waste reduction.”

Under a just-released plan, the White House and Old Execu-
tive Office Building should be redone by 2000 — with lower
energy and water use, better air and less trash.

Improvements have started: placing recycling bins through-
out, using mulching mowers, using improved paper shredders
that keep dust from escaping into the air, and installing the
most energy-eflicient, chlorofluorocarbon-free refrigerator
available in the Clintons’ quarters.

The changes will cut the Old Executive Office Building's
$1.6 million-a-year energy bill, but officials say they don't know
by how much. And that's the bottom line: The changes must
pay for themselves in energy savings, says Cathy Zoi of the
White House Office of Environmental Policy.

The plans include:

P Installing more efficient light bulbs and fixtures and re-
opening eight painted-over skylights.

» Using energy-efficient computers, copiers and fax ma-
chines that cut electricity use by more than half.

» Upgrading to energy-efficient windows,

» Renovating the Old Executive Office Building’s heating,
ventilation and air-conditioning system and replacing its 1,000
window air conditioners with more efficient models.

P Setting up “cascading™ water use — watering lawns with
wastewater from drinking fountains, for example. Watersav-
ing devices are going into all faucets,

And an educational computer program is being developed
by the American Institute of Architects so improvements
made in the White House can be copied.

But the Clintons won't need to huddle under blankets.
“We're going to show you don't have to sacrifice comfort to
save energy,” Zoi says. "We're going to demonstrate the op-
tions are limitless."”
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The Greening of the President’s House

Clinton Administration Assembles Team to Design Environmentally Friendly Renovation | L

By Bovce Rensberger

Wanhington Pt Sial! Winter

The White House is turning
green,

In what would be the most com-
prehensive renovation of the pres-
denual residence since it was
gutted and rebuilt in Harry S. Tru-
man's day, a team of 90 architects,
environmental engineers, scien-
usts and others is planning to
make the White House a model of
energy efficiency and ecological
responsiblity.

The work, which has begun and
which participants said may con-
tinue for years, i1s 1o cover prac-
tically everything in the building
from inefficient heating and cool-
ing systems lo water-wasting toi-
lets, from heat-leaking windows in
the Oval Office to pesticides in the
Rose Garden. Experts involved in
the project predict the White
House will be able to cut its ener-
gy bills by 30 percent to 50 per-
cent.

“For as long as | Live and work
in the White House,” President
Chinton said when he launched the
effort last Earth Day, April 21, 71

want Americans 1o see it not only
as a symbol of clean government,
but also a clean environment. . . .
We're going to identify what it
takes to make the White House a
model for efficiency and waste re-
duction. And then we're going Lo
get the job done.”

Clinton said he wanted to make
the White House an example for
other federal agencies, for state
and local governments, for busi-
nesses and for private homes. “Be-
fore | ask you to do the best you
can in your house,” he said, ‘I
ought to make sure I'm doing the
best | can in my house.”

Some parts of the project are
planned for completion by Earth
Day this year.-

The effort is being led by the
White House Office of Environmen-
tal Policy in coordination with the
Energy Department and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. Col-
laborating are outside groups such
as the American [nstitute of Archi-
tects and the Rocky Mountain In-
stitute, a Colorado-based research
center that has pioneered new tech-
nologies aimed at sustainable uses
of natural resources.

The planning and the work un-
derway is being done within ex-
isting budgets plus donated ser-
vices of nongovernmental groups
but eventually, officials said, Clin-
ton must seek a congressional ap-
propriation for the major work.
Included in the plans are the East

and West wings, the 18-acre
grounds and the Old Executive
Office Building.

One of the critenia of the “ret-
rofit” is that changes must save
more money than they cost. In
1979, President Jimmy Carter or-
dered a solar paneled hot water
heating system that critics
charged cost more than it saved.

“We're working under tight pay-
back cnteria,” said Bill Browning.
head of “green developmenl ser-
vices” at the Rocky Mountain In-
stitute. The total cost has not been
determined, but “whatever it 1s,
this has to pay for itseli in savings.
If it doesn't do that, there's no
point in doing it."

Browning said he would like to
see the retrofit program extended
to all government facilities, which
together pay about $10 billion a
year {or energy

One stipulation of the project,
according ¢ a report by the insti-
tute, is that all of the work be done
while the buildings are occupied
and operating normally. Also, it
must not interfere with the 1.5
million tourist visits to the White
House each year.

At least as challenging as the
White House proper is the work to
be done on the Old Executive Of-
fice Building, said to be the largest
granite building in the country.
When completed in 1888, 1t incor-
rorated a passive cooling system
that the institute report called
"cunningly sophisuicated for its
day.”

The passive system was aban-
doned long ago in favor of a cen-
tral air-cooling facility mow anti-
quated and about 900 watt-gob-
bling window air conditioners. The
researchers are examining the
ferasibility of reactivating the old
cooling system.

Among other items to he exam-
ined are apphances, office equip-
ment, insulation, paints and other
finishes, fixtures and furrushings,
landscaping and recychng. Mam-
tenance praclices are o be

checked to see whether they give
ofi undesirable vapors. even down
to the cleaning chemicals used by
janitors.,

Once plans are complete, Brow-
ning said, efforts will be made to
use the program as a demonstra-
tion of what others can dn. He sug-
gested that the Nauonal Park Ser-

vice might erect interpretive dis-
plays to be part of the Whie
House public tour.

The architects orgamzation also
15 preparing a CD-ROM “workshop
in a box” that otheérs can use to
learn what was done and how to
apply the methods and prinaples
elaewhere



Date: 04/21/94 Time: 13:49
clinton tells of his environmental wares

WASHINGTON, April 21 (April 21) UPI - President Clinton Thursday visited a
Washington park in connection with Friday’s Earth Day celebration and recited
a number of steps his family has taken to preserve the environment.

The president told the gathering that they have installed recycling bins and
do their own sorting. He also revealed that water conservation devices have
been installed in the White House and in the sprinkler systems on the grounds.

In addition, old lighting fixtures in the White House and the Old Executive
office Building have been replaced with less energy-consuming models.

Cclinton also said the most energy efficient refrigerator in the country,
called ’’Golden Carrot,’’ which is made in Arkansas, has been installed in the
White House kitchen.

‘'We’re trying to do our part,’’ he added at a ceremony in restored Meridian
Park.

The measures are part of a project designed to decrease energy use in the
White House by 30 percent by the year 2005.

The plan also calls for a savings of $140,000 over the next 3 years on the
annual $1.6 million utility bill for the two buildings in the White House
compound .

Stressing his own commitment to the environment, Clinton said:

'*The White House is becoming a showcase for energy efficiency and
environmental responsiblity. Hillary and Chelsea and I have recycling bins in
our kitchen. We have a new refrigerator, built in my home state, that uses 50
percent less electricity than most refrigerators and doesn’t use gases that
deplete the ozone layer. We’re using less water on the lawn, fewer pesticides
on the ground, and more efficient air conditioners in the big 0ld Executive
Of fice Building. We’re trying to do our part.’’

In his remarks, Clinton noted that on Earth Day a year ago he had pledged the
make the environment ’/the greenest in history.’’ He said that Vice President
Al Gore ‘’‘has led the charge to make this administration a leader in the
global environmental effort, and at the same time to give us a government that
works better and costs less.’’

Former President Jimmy Carter installed collector panels on the roof of the
White House to use solar energy in line with environmental progress. But they
were removed in the Reagan administration.
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An Earth-Friendly Agenda
In the White House

Updating the Mansion's Systems Saves Money—and the Environment

By Terri Shaw

By John Pack

For

The Washington Post

II‘IIE I'IIE ENERGY CRISIS OF THE LATE 1970s,

President Jimmy Carter
addressed the nation sitting in
front of a fireplace wearing a
cardigan sweater. He made a
point of turning off unneeded
lights in the White House. A
solar panel was installed on
the rool of the West Wing.
Fairly or unfairly, these

avoid at all costs. (The solar

longer means "we have to
suffer,” said Harry Gordon, an
engineer who headed a task
force subcommittee that
studied dunmm the heating

ineffich
ones and still save a great deal
of energy,” Gordon said.

“We can have both more
comfort and better efficiency
if we do it right,” said Gordon,

pane! did not survive the who is a principal in Burt Hill
Reagan administration.) Kosar Rittelmann Associates,
So the bright young men 1 Washington architectural
implementing conservation The task force of architects,
measures in the White House i ;
today make sure there is no landscapers and other
confusion. “We don't have to specialists Phase One
sit in the dark with a report in March. The
sweaters,” said Brian Johnson,  report contained concrete
special assistant for recommendations on how to
environmental technologiesin ~ make the First Family’s home
the White House Office on 2 model for all American
Environmental Policy. Johnson  houses in conserving scarce
is the point man for an water and energy resources
ambitious and doing as little damage as
the title  possible to the environment.
of “The Greening of the White The first stage of
House.” The project involvesa  changes—those that could be
and outside government put special appropriations—
together by the American involves many that are so
of Architects. The unobtrusive they may not be
experts conducted a thorough ticed by residents or
assessment of energy use, visitors.
waste disposal and other “Most people are going to
i concerns inthe  visit and not see anything
White House complex. And different,” said William
they stressed the i . &mﬁrd&h&
of making only changes that task force and director
would be cost-effective, services at
preferably paying for the Rocky Mountain Institute,
themselves in a year or Jess. institution in

Energy conservation no

a research
Colorado. “One of the pieces of

magic about this sort of work
is that it can dramatically

and the East and West Wings
of the White House, which
primarily are offices. The
Executive Mansion, where the
Clintons live, also is a museum
that houses many delicate
antiques and works of art. In
addition, 1.25 million visitors
tour the building each year,
which made the task force’s
job particularly complex.
Some changes actually
began in advance of Phase

installed in the West Wing in

the White House Mess, which
is run by the Navy.

Outdoors, the quartz
floodlights illuminating the
facade of the White
House—32 were 1,500-watt
and 10 were 250-watt

900-watt strength and 10 at
150-watts without any obvious
change in the mansion’s
appearance. The new bulbs,
which cost about $38,000,
should bring a 51 percent
saving in energy and pay for
themselves in “Jess than six
years,” Johnson said,
energy-saving measure was
the installation of the first

vation, including an overhaul
of heating, ventilating and air
conditioning, the first sice

the Truman administration's




us renovation, the Clintons

2sided across the street at
Jlair House. Thieir absence
llowed workers to remove
uctwdrk and asbestos from
1e family quarters before
istalling air-conditioning
uipment that does not rely
1CFCs.

Heating for the White House
ymplex is provided by steam

'One of the pieces
f magic about
his sort of work is
hat ... %) percent
f the measures

re invisible.”

am & General Services
{ministration plant, a
sthod thate made it difficult
control the amount of heat
a specific room. The
novation will provide new
*rmostats and dampers so
itribution of heat can be
proved, Walters said,
“We used to call the
gineers at 11 p.m, to tell
*m to turn it down,” he said.
One major energy-
1servation step is to install
« windows that prevent
1t loss in winter and heat
ninsummer. All of the
dows of the Old Executive
ice Building are being
llaced with double-pane,
remissivity glass, which is
»ecled to reduce energy
s through the windows by
percent, Plans also are
ng made to put new
‘rgy-saving glass in the
wrium on the roof of the
ng quarters.
A somewhat touchier
ject is bathrooms, The task
¢ recommended
:allation of faucet aerators,
‘er-saving shower heads
low-flow toilets. Bathroom
ovations have begun in the
Executive Office Building
the “utilitarian areas” of
White House. But still
er study are facilities for
st at social events and
ie in the private quarters
1use "we have lo make
* they meet the needs of
{amily,” Walters said.
‘ecycling may be the most
ale aspect of the project,
1 sorting bins popping up
wer the building. The
te House had been
scling newspapers and
ninum for some time when
sara Bush suggested

sy [ G M
Walters said. Carrying this “#
effort forward, Hillary
Rodham Clinton suggested
separating the glass into three
colors and adding plastics,
white paper and cardboard,

Outside the main kitchen,
recycling bins collect the
recyclable materials discarded
each day. These are emptied
into much larger containers
for each category that are
stored in a service area under
the North Portice. Private
trucking companies remove
the contents periodically.

There also are recycling
bins in the kitchen in the
second-floor family quarters,
Walters said. But if Chelsea
and her friends have a slumber
party, they do not have to sort
the soda cans and bottles. The
housekeeping staff takes care
of that, said Walters.

In every home, paints,
cleaning supplies and
pesticides can cause indoor air
pollution. Unlike the average
Washington home, the White
House has its own paint shop
and two full-time painters,
The report recommended that
procedures for painting and
storing supplies be changed to
lessen the amount of volatile
organic chemicals in the air.,
Walters said changes in
clearung supplies are being
considered, and the painting
facility is being upgraded.

Lawns and gardens also can
be harmful to the broader
environment, so the task force
recommended many changes
in the gardening and land-
scaping procedures.
Superintendent of Grounds
Irvin Williams, who cares for
the lawns and gardens along
with the National Park
Service, said the White House
has been using Integrated
Pest Management (an
environmentally sound
method relying on a minimum
of pesticides to control
insects) and composting yard
waste, Fertilizing is done only
in the fall to avoid the chance
of spring rains washing the
chemicals into Chesapeake
Bay.

Watering is generally X
limited to early morning hours
to conserve water, and the
staff uses reel mowers most of
the time, Jeaving grass
clippings on the lawn to help
fertilize it rather than carting
them to overflowing landfills,
The White House has one
mulching mower and will buy
maore when necessary,
Williams said,

But there are no plans to

continued on pape 12
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