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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by more countries more 
speedily than any other human rights treaty in history. To date, governments of 169 countries have 
publicly shown their commitment to children by ratifying the Convention since it became international 
law in September 1990. 

The Convention goes further than any previous international human rights instrument. It merges, for 
the first time, civil and political rights with economic, social and cultural rights. It draws attention to 
the need for special protection for children exposed to economic and sexual exploitation and to 
trafficking and to drug abuse. 

At present 169 countries have ratified the Convention. When the remaining 21 countries come on 
board, the Convention will become the first in history to be universally ratified. The most recent 
States Party to the Convention is the Netherlands. The 1990 World Summit for Children in New 
York set as a goal for the year 2000, the acceptance by all countries of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. 

Signing the Convention is the first step towards ratification. But it is ratification which binds the 
government, by virtue of its own laws, to implementing the articles of the Convention. Every 
ratifying nation is obliged to report within two years on efforts it has made to implement the rights 
of the Convention. National reports are reviewed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which 
comprises experts in the field of child rights and welfare from 10 countries. 

Among the articles of the Convention are those which protect the child from abuse, which recognize 
a child's right to education and basic health care, which ensure a child has the right to leisure and to 
play. Children have the right under the Convention to be protected from sexual exploitation and 
abuse, including prostitution and involvement in pornography, and from hazardous work that 
threatens their health. Countries which ratify the Convention are obliged to make every effort to 
prevent the sale, trafficking and abduction of children. And all children, under the Convention have 
the right to speak out and voice their opinions. 

Ratification of the Convention is itself just another step in a much bigger process. Governments, 
communities, and children themselves must work together to make the Convention a living charter 
for children's rights. 

UNICEF's former Executive Director, James P. Grant, said that, "Formally adhering to the 
Convention or passing laws is just part of what needs to be done. The key challenge is to ensure that 
the provisions of the Convention progressively work their way into the institutional life of nations and 
the everyday culture of individuals, families and communities." 
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"When children are no longer subject to abuse and degradation; when their basic health and nutrition 
are sufficiently guaranteed to enable them to fulfil, through access to learning, their genetic potential; 
when girls enjoy equal access to all that modem life has to offer; when families and societies start 
listening to what children have to say and start treating them with respect - only then will the promise 
of the Convention be kept," he said. 

The very last letter which James P. Grant ever wrote was to the President of the United States, Bill 
Clinton. In it, he said, "Please allow me to stress ... that your prompt signing of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child would make a genuine difference for the global effort to achieve universal 
ratification by the end of 1995, as called for by the 1992 World Conference on Human Rights." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For : ~.mediate Release Fe.b.:uary 10, 1995 

' I 
PrF.sident Clinton has decided that the United Stal~~ wlll 

sign the ~nited Nati ons Convention on the Rights o! the ~hild . 
The Convention will b e ~igned nt::!x L w~l!k b y the united Scates 
Permanent Represent ative to the United Nations, Madeleine 
Albriyt1l . 

The announcement was made bv the First Lady in remarks 
delivered ' today at James Grant's - Memori al Service. ,T::imA.~ Grant , 
the former executive director for t he United Nations Cr.ildren's 
Fund, spent a l i fP.t imP working for childrQn and wae ~ tirele~~ 
adv~cate on behalf of t he Convention. 

"Nobody fought harder than Jim for this Convent ion and its 
noble cau!Je -- to promott:! Lh~ w!:!ll - being and protect the basic 
rights of :children throughout the world," the First Lady sa i d . 
~r kr.ow hdw happy and proud he wouid have been t o s ee our country 
add its name to the Convention . We owe it to him and to the 
children tjo whom he dedicated his :ife." 

The Convention has been described by Pope John Paul II as 
embodying :''fnnrl;;mAn t- .il values which are at t hQ root o f upright, 
orderly s o.cial life," most prominently of all, the need to afford 
spQci,l· p~otectio n to children nnd the cent ral ~ole of the 
family. To date , the Convention has been either signed or joined 
by o ver 1 7!5 countr ie:s, iw ... lul.l.l.ng c:111 major industrialized 
countries.: It will be s igned next week by Madeleine Albright, 
the united s tates Ambassador t o the Uni:ect Nati;:,ns. 

When h e sends the Convention t o t he Senate to seek advice 
and conse~t for ratification, Preside~t Clinton .will a~k f n r ~ 
~umber o f reservations and understandings. I n part i cular, they 
will proteict: t:h P '?"iQh t'~ o f th€- various St.tes under thGi n.tion's 
federal sYtstem of government and maint ain the country's ability 
to use ex~sting tools o f the crimi~al juati ce 3y~tem in 
app=opriate cases. The Convent:on will not serve as a basis for 
litigation in dcme~t ic court~. 
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