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Mrs. c1·1ntol"I met p,...ivately with Mother T•r••• insid• th• horn■, • two-atol"'y 
Tudo,·, for about a half hour before they came out to th• fl"'ont hall fc,r • 
bl•ssing led by Washington Cardinal Jarn•s .Hickey, and took a bri•f tour of th• 
building. . 

The inside of the house i• n•at, elean and simple, with hardwood floor• and 
walls generally painted white or covered with light wallpep•r and decorated with 
painting• of either religiou• figure• or outdoor ac■nes. It has two nura•ry 
l"'oom~ upstairs that c•n •ec:omodat• five infants, ·and two oth•r rooms for three 
mother• and their children. The baseme~t h•• been c:onvert•d into a convent to 
h'ous• four nuns. Th• c:ri bs ar• i nac:r- i bed oY, their headbc,ards with 11 Ang•l of God 
W•tc:h Ov•r M••" 

Th• cardinal led the blea•ing with Mr~. Clinton and Mother Teresa gathered n•~t 
to him in th• f'ro.nt entra.nc:•way of the · ho.Me. Sevet'al ir,ul"ls gath•r•d ir'I th• 
adjacent room, and other nuns on the upper floor ch•nted the lyrics to the song, 
"On Thia Hou•••'' which could be h••rd •••soft background tune throughout the 
bl•••ing~ 

The blesaing included prayers of thanks and a sprinkling of holy water. The 
nuns, like Mother Teresa, were dresaed in white robes with blue trim. 

They we~• joined on the tour of · the house by o.c. Mayor Merion Barry ~nd Del. 
El•anor Holm•• Norton. In oYJe roori, on the ••coY,d floor, Mrs. Clinton told · Barry, 
"ThAJ'\k you for all your help, rnayor." · H• raaponded, " The o.c. government should 
work this way all the tiMe." 

In anoth•r room on the sern• floor, .Mr•• Cl 1 n-tion and Moth•"' Ter•sa hed • b)"ief 
exchange with the pool, with Mother Teresa warmly holding the first lady's arm 
throughout. . 
Flotus: "We . all work•d very har-d with the r,eighbor• so they would f•el th•t 

th•y are a part of this," 
Mothe..- Tereaa, asked if sh• were b)"inging P••c• to the house, aaid: "Mothel" 

T•r••• doaan't give peac:e to anybody~ Sh• mak•• everybody work." 
Flotus said she brought• donation from a lutheran Ministar who along with his 

wife visiteq Mother ter•••'• hoM■ in c:alcutta. the miniater•a wife later died,, 
and he offered the donation in Memory of her. flotua d•elined to identify him. <•• mentioned during the .subs•qu•nt open pr••• remarks outside, · the donor- who 
bought th• hous• i• also •no~yMoua>. 
Mother T•r••• &Aid she was "very happ)I" in the house •nd aaid th·• babi•• would 

begin arriving"•• soon•• possibl••" "Now that Mr-•• Clinton has opened th• 
house, th•~'ll pour in." · · 
Flot ua1 "I have b••-n i r, many, many pl-ac:•s in our country &l"ld u•ound th•. world 

where ehildreh are car-ed for, and &ometiM•• I am disappointed that l don't fe•l 
the ••nae of love and p1traono1l cQr,neet ion · with the c:hi ldren th,at every child 
n•eds, aY•d when you do aee it, it is • rnarv•lc,us gift that you know will meke a 
difference in the lives of the children, and I think the more w• can do, all of 
us, .to pt"Ovid• plaee• of peace and joy and love foY' our chi ldr-e.n oilftywh•r• in the 
world, we ought to do that." 

Mother Ter••• add•d immediately aft•rward, "Lot• of lova and p•ace." Sh• then 
t.aid 1 "It was wond•rful th•t Jwtr•. Cl 1 nton witY,t to lndia, ,-y,d wh.iat she ••w there 
- It 1• b•a~tiful that w• ean tog•ther do th• aame thing h•r••" 
Flotusa "Any of our faci lit ie• for childr•n in our eountry, and pa,-t ic:ular-ly 

now h•r• in th• Di•tric:t, •r• going to ne•d • lot of help and support and l'rn 
1 grateful for th• mayor and what hi• staff did to bring this about. Sut I think a 

lot of ua, •v•ry one of u•• are going to have to pay more attention to our 
chi l~r•n and how they' re being c:u•ed for. '' 
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'No, we m•ke ameYida during that talk I ;eve. " 
Aaked wher• th•y had common 1ro~nd in th•ir beli•f•, r•f•rring to abortion, 

: hay aaid in quiik aucc•••1onJ . 
Flotua, "Well, irt children, afld doing ■verything we c:an ••• " 
Mother Ter•••• "Givirig t•nd•r- lov• and Q&r•·••" 
Flotuaa 11 Tnat' a right, for every c:hi ld. 11 

Moth•r Ter••• grasped th• firat lady repeat•dly throughout th• tour and during 
; h■ir coMment•. Th• firat lady also preaent•d Mother T•r••• with• fraMed 
~ic:ture of Mrs. Clinton and Ch■l••• holdinD childr■n · during their vtait to her 
, iasion in New Delhi. 

--paul besken, upi 
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