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CONTACT: Malr1ha P.-ledman at 8.ll-443-711S 

Small Hands Reach Out to f?irst Lady 
.lilorida Foster Families Present a Giant "Hands of Hope" Quilt 

WASHINGTON, UC - Foster ~nulin and memberii of the Hands of Hope Q1,llt 
Project from Pinellas County Florida, met with Mrs. Clinton in the EaS1 Reception Hall of 
the White House and pre,ented a giant quilt dotted with over 250 brightly colored little 
hand print, repre,entins a briahter fulure for foster children everywhere. 

"It's taken nearly a year of dedicated work ftom M community that pulled together 
to make this dream happen for our foster children," said Marsh& Friedman, President of 
the Hands of Hope Quilt project "Our mission b to bring the plight of abused and 
neglected children to the nation and ask the First Lady and othera to pledge their s1.1pport 
to these children." 

The delegation ftom Pinellas County flew to Wa11hin9ton to unveil the elevcnrfoot 
•quare masterpiece. The Quilt is rnAdc or black velvet and shows over 2S0 tiny handprints 
of foster families made from btightly colored tillct, carefully embroidered onto the fabric 
by over 30 attisftns from Pinellar., Pasco and Hillsborough Counties. A quote from the 
renowned humanitarian, J.,. Ron Hubbard, runs through it, "A good stable adult with love 
and tolerance in hi, heart is about the bo,t therapy a child can have. 11 

The visitor• praised Mrs. Clinton's enorts to help unfortunale children and uked 
her to sign the Hands u/ Hope Pledge to crealc a bettel' world for abused, abandoned and 
neglected children. One foster child presented the Flrst Lady with Hanf!$ of Hope Q11J/1 t­
shirts for the Clinton family aaying, "Over 250 ofu~ traced our hands an.o)bincd them 
together with love crealtn& this Hand:s or Hope Quilt. his our hope that this Quilt will 
show some of the love that is given and received by fo1ter fimiliei and f'ostcr children." 
Ben Kugler. Executive Dircotor of tho Hand,· of HOfH! Quilt Project then presented the 
First Lady with a leather bound edition or "The Way to Happiness"' book by Mr. L. Ron 
Hubbatd. 

Marie Wonster. "veteran tbster parent who has taken over 250 foster children into 
hct ho,nc over the last 26 yeari, and tormer President of the Foster Plrents' Association of 
Pinellas County, said "the majority of children In the foster care isys1cm arc there bcoftu110 
of abuse and neglecl and this clearly comca ft-om a l1t;k ur par('nting skills in th~ htm\e~ 
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d1ey were born and raised in. Oul' precious children deserve every chance they can get 
and this is what the Hands of H<>J~ Q11ilt Project is all about." 

Aecordin& to the National Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse, thtre 
were over a, 111,000 reports of chilc.S abuse in 1995 and an estimated 996,000 cases of 
confirmed nulltrcatmem In ihe same year. The National Counclf for Adoption rtport, that 
S00,000 children are in foster homes, while roughly 150,000 additional children remain In 
fo11ter c.:.rc,, &twaltil)S court dcoisioni on where they should be placed. 

barlier irt the day, Project e,<~utives met with Father Stan Deboe ofConurcssman 
Chri9topher H. Smith'& (NJ) office and Wilfred Hamm of Health and Hun,an ServaceQ' 
Foster Care Department in the Rayburn Houie Office Building where the g iant eleven-foot 
square black velvet quilt waa presented. Congressman Smjth ja a member of the 
Congressional Childr'ert'a Working group. Both gentlemtm xign~d the Hands of Hope 
Qu1/1 J>l'-".J~e And received their gifts from the children. 

The Hand$ of Hope Qui/I was created at the Seventh Annual Pinellas County 
Foster Children's Christmas Pany, and was contributed to by over 70 community 
volunteers, along with numerou!il Mtional organizations including the McDonald's 
(',0rporation1 Motown Rtcords, the Community Auxiliary of the Church of Scientology, 
l>ir.r.ca Hut, •nd T"rnpa 1reca quilt Aniaan1. 

Other member& of the delegation inc;tucJed Gracia Denni,h, Art Oireccor for ch~ 
Hands u/ Ht,p~ Quilt; Mary Story, Community Alf airs Director llf the Chl1rch ot 
Scienrology which offers its premises for the Chriatmas Party each yeAr: and a 
representative ft'om the Pasco County Quilting Association. 

The While House and Coitareas are some of the nral stops on a national and 
international tour that will take the Quilt and its message across the United States and 
ovesefts. "Let this Quilt be a symbol of the importamce oflovc and care in a child's life," 
said Friedman. ·•our children are our futurt and how we treat them today will determine 
that future." 
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A Cre11tion of Joy 11,ul Love by J. tJtter Children 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 
From: 

Karen Finney 
M:arsha Friedman 

Date: fone 5, 1996 
Re: Hands Of Hope Quilt 

Fax: 202-45<>·-·,sos 
Phone: 813-44J-·7115 
Fax.: 813-44:J-0835 

===--~""== == 
Dear Karen: 

-~~~ 

I just wanted to thank you for spending a few rr,oments with me yesterday in 
conversation abo..1t the article that appeared in Tuesdays edition of the St. Pete Times. 

After reading Lisa's quote in the article, I'm S\ttl you were able to understand my 
concern in caJlinf you. As we discussed on the phon1!, :he White House had been advised 
through memo's and photo's of the many groups suppo, ting this project, including the Church 
of Scientology. So, as you can imagine. :I was surprise,J to read anything that contradicted 
this recognition. But, I was glad to hear from you that Cisa's complete statement to the St. 
Pete Times repon er, was that the White .House's perspectivc: on the visit was not concerned 
with any Church involvement or personal religions, a: . the visit was clearly about the foster 
children. It's just 1mfortunate that the St. Pete Times 1,u 1. your office·on the spot and then 
didn't publish Lisa's full response in their a11iclc. 

I completely agree with your cominent that th-! 1 eporter must have been having a bad 
news day and wa:, obviously trying to stir up a negafr,e twist on a very wonderful, positive 
story about this memorable experience for these foster l hildren. 

Anyway, l thought you and your office might en ioy knowing that some of the foster 
parents who were part of the delegation got numerou-; t alls yesterday from people who read 
the article and were thrilled to le,am that these children , ✓ere given the opportunity to visit the 
White House and, most importantly, meet and shake ha11ds with.Mrs. Clinton! 

' 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1996 

L. Ron Hubbard quoted 
on quilt at White. House 
■ A Pinellas foster-family group 
led by two Scientologists 
brought the quilt 

e, DAVID DAIi. 
nn-w...._.._c,-, 

WASHINGTON - It was. in the capi­
tal's parlance, a "meet and greet" photo 
opportunity at the White House. 

So, there was a smiling Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton. There were the foster fami­
lies from Pinellas County. There was the 
"Hands of Hope Quilt" decorated with 
250 brightly colored hand prints. 

And there on the quilt was ... a quote 
from Church of Scientology founder L. 
Roo Hubbard. 

Unbeknownat to Mn. Clinton or her 
staff, the group greeted warmly by the • . 
first lady last Tuesday is headed by two 
Scientologista and promotes Hubbard's 
controversial beliefs as part of its promo­
tional literature. . 

"We were not aware that it is affiliated 
with the Church of, Scientology," Lisa 
Caputo, Mn. Clinton's press secretary, 
said Monday upon hearing oi the group's 
connections. "It was a very quick hello." 

After that quick hello, the president of 
the Hands of Hope Quilt project put out a 
news release that took note of Hubbard's 
works and reported that one of the White 
House miton had presented Mrs. Clinton 
with a copy of one of Hubbard's books. 

Describing the quilt, the news release 
Please see QUILT SA 

The "Hands of Hope Quilt" is decorated with 250 
hand prints and a quote from Scientology's founder. 
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Quilt from 1A 

:.ars: ".4. quote from the renowned 
humai1itariail L. Roo Hubbard runs 
th_rough :t, 'A gooo :Hable adult 
WT!h kwe m.J t&erance in his heart 
is about :he best therapy a child 
can luve.' " 

.. It ~ perfectly says what our 
message is,• ' explained Marsha 
Friedm;u, a Scientologist and 
presidect of the Haads of Hope 
Qtult project. 

Hubbard died in 1986 but re­
mains a central figure in a religion 
that still is tryin6 to shake a 
tarnisbe:i reputation. 

In the 1970s, before be died 
Scientolcgis:s bua:ged an (RS or: 
fice. In tte mid-'70s, the Scien­
tologists ~eaetly bought La.od in 
do'411to\rJI Clearwater and began 
what became a Jong and ,tormy 
relationsfip with the city. 

Praa itoners travel to Clear­
water and pay thousands of dollars 
to receive Scieotoiogy religious 
services. Some former members 
and oth« critics, though, complain 
that Sciie:itolorr is a rult. 

lo 1993, the IRS sided with 
Sc.ento~ and ended a lengthy 
tax fapute with the organization 
by rec.ogDmg it as a religion. The 
church sars 1t has cleaned up its 
act since the troubJe of the '70s. 

Alone those lines. the Church 
of Scientology has hosted a Christ­
mas Part"; for foster duldreo for 
th~ past Sle\·eo years, according to 
Fned.man. Thequiit was created at 
1he partr. she iaid. 

Friednan said she worked for 
months to set ~ a meeting with 
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Hillary qodham Clinton posed with the Pinellas delegation. To her rlglt is Marsha Friedman, a Scientologist who heads the project. ~ 

Mrs. Clinton. 
Florida Sens. Bob Graham and 

Connie Mack sent perfunctory 
letters urg:,ng the Clintons to meet 
with the Hands of Hope Quilt 
group - 1Vith oo mention ol any 
Sdentolcgy coonection. "II is my 
pleasare to forward to you a re­
quest fr:>o 500 foster children 
(from) Pinellas C-Oun1y. Florida," 
read Gn~.am's ~ovember 1995 
letter. 

Finally, it happened. Caputo 
said Mrs. Cliotor. $.3W the brief 
get-together - sirrular to hun-

dreds the first lady participates in 
- as a chance to visit with foster 
families. As is customary: an offi­
cial White House photo was taken. 

Reached by telephone Monday, 
Friedman insisted she is hiding 
nothing, because there is nothing 
to hide. She said the qwlt project is 
not affiliated with the Church of 
Scientology. 

"This 1s not about the church 
or the church's controversy. It 's 
really about the children ," she 
said. " l am not a representative for 
the Church of Scientology. I am a 

business owner. ( am a mother. I 
am a grandmother." 

Fnedman, a Clearwater public 
relations executive, said she is a 
member of the church. She said 
other Scientologists include ;>roj• 
ect executive director Ben Kugler 
and quilt designer Gracia Ben.,ish. 

The Scientologists were 1n the 
delegation that saw Mrs. Clinton 
last Tuesday. along with ien chil­
dren and seven p.irents and seve.ral 
ioster-child advocates from Pine~ 
las County who are not r.1err.~r:. 
of the church. 

er 
Among those in attendance "'" 

·Nas ~farie Wooster, a veteran fos­
ter parent from Pinellas Cotmty 
-;vho is not a Scieotologist. She said ~ 
,he believes the quilt project - 0 

.tr.d i ts mem~rs who are Sdento- 0 
logi,ts - are filling a need in the o 
~ommunity by promoting foster 
parenting. 

"They have never really tried 
to push their religion on anybody." 
Wooster said in a phone interview 
·· tf they hope to gain more throug~ ; 
their association with us, I'm afraic ~ 
they will be sorely disappointed.'' , 
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L Ron Hubbard quoted 
on quilt at White-House 
■ A Pinellas foster-family group 
led by two Scientologists 
brought the quilt. 
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WASHINGTON - It was, in the capi­
tal's parlance, a "meet and greet" photo 
opportunity at the White House. 

So, there was a smiling Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton. There were the foster fami­
lies from Pinellas County. There was the 
"Hands of Hope Quilt" decorated with 
250 brightly colored hand pnnts. 

And there on the quilt was . .. a quote 
from Church of Scientology founder L. 
Ron Hubbard. 

Unbeknov.,ut to Mrs. Clinton or her 
staff, the group greeted warmly by the • 
first lady last Tuesday is headed by two 
Scientologists and promotes Hubbard's 
controversial beliefs as part of its promo-
tional literature. · 

"We were not aware that it is affiliated. 
with the Church of, Scientology," Lisa 
Caputo, Mrs. Clinton's press secretary, 
said Monday upon hearing oi the group's 
connections. "It was a very quick hello." 

After that quick hello, the president of 
the Hands of Hope Quilt project put out a 
news release that took note of Hubbard's 
works and reported that one of the White 
House visitors had presented Mrs. Clinton 
v.ith a copy of one of Hubbard's books. 

Describing the quilt, the news release 

Please see QUILT 5A 
The "Hands of Hope Quilt' ' is decorated with 250 
hand prints and a quote from Scientology's founder. 
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says: " ,I\ quote from the renowned 
humani-:a:ian L Ron Hubbard runs 
th_rougb :l, 'A good stable adult 
wnh lo,·e md 10:erance in his heart 
is about the best therapy a child 
can have.' " 

"'h ro perfectly says what our 
message is," explained Marsha 
Friedman, a Scientoiogist and 
presider.c of the Hands of Hope 
Qw}t project. 

Hubbard died ir. 19S6 but re­
mains a 001tral figure in a religion 
1hat still is t rying to shake a 
tarnishe:i reputation. 

In the 1970s. before be died 
Soentologis,s bugged an IRS or~ 
!ice. In !le mid-'70s, the Scien­
tolog,ists ~ecretly bought land in 
downto\fll Clearwater and began 
what beaune a Jong and stormy 
relationship with the city. 

Prac:it'.oners travel to Clear­
water and pay thousands of dollars 
to receive Scientology religious 
senices. Some former members 
aod other critics, though, complain 
that Scie:uology is a cuJt. 

In 1993, the IRS sided with 
Sc:ento!og/ and ended a leng":.hy 
tax dispute with t.he organization 
by recogru..,ing it as a religion. The 
church ~ars II has deaned up its 
act since the trouble of the '70s. 

Along lh:>se !ines the Church 
of Sciento!ogy has ho~ted a Christ­
mas Partj• for foster children for 
the past st\·en years, according to 
Friedman. Thequi1t wascreated at 
che parer. she :.aid. 

F riedrnan said she worked for 
months to stt up a meeting with 
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Hillary ~odham Clinton posed with the Pinellas delegation. To her right is Marsha Friedman, a Scientolog ist who heads the project. f 
Mrs. Clinton. 

Florida Sens. Bob Graham and 
Coooie Mack sen t perfunctory 
letters urg-_ng the Clintons to meet 
with the Hands oi Hope Quilt 
group - llfith no mention o( any 
Scientology connection. ''Jc is my 
pleasare to forward to you a re­
quest froo 500 foster children 
(from) Pinellas County, Florida," 
read Grar.am's >ovembe r 1995 
letter. 

Finally, 1t ha ppened. Ca puto 
said Mrs. Clinton ~ w the brief 
get-together - sinular to hun• 

dreds the first lady participates in 
- as a chance to visit v.ith foster 
families. As is customarv: an offi• 
cial White House photo was taken. 

Reached by telephone Monday, 
Friedman insisted she is niding 
nothing, because there is nothing 
to hide. She said the qwlt project is 
not affiliated with the Church of 
Scientology. 

"This 1s not about the church 
or the church's controversy. It's 
really about the children," she 
said. "I am not a representat;ve for 
the Church of Scientology. I am a 

business owner. I am a mother. I 
am a grandmother." 

Friedmm, a Clearwater public 
relations executive, said she is a 
member of the church. She said 
other Scientologists include ;>roj­
ect executive director Ben Kegler 
and quilt designer Gracia Ben:iish. 

The Sc1entologists were in the 
delegation that saw Mrs. Clinton 
last Tuesday, along with ,en chil­
dren and seven parents and ·everal 
ioster-child advocates from Pinel­
las County who are not r.ien:~r; 
of the church. 
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. .\mong those in attendance ~ 
Nas ~farie Wooster, a veteran fos­
:er parent from Pinellas County 
-:vho 1s not a Scientologist. She said ~ 
, he believes the quilt project - o­

u;d its mem~rs who are Sciento- ~ 
logists - are filling a need in the 01 

community hy promoting foster 
;,arenu.,g. 

··They have never really trieo 
ro push tbe1r religion on anybody," 
Wooster said in a phone interview 
•' lf they hope to gain more througr J 
their assoctation with us, I'm afraic~ 
they will be sorely disappointed.'' w 


