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BY FACSIMILE AND MAIL 

Mr. Ned Crabb 
Editor 
Letters to the Editor 
The Wall street Journal 
World Financial Center 
200 Liberty Street 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 6, 1994 

New York, New York 10281 

Dear Mr. Crabb: 

Katherine Pfleger's August 22, 1994, article entitled 
"Thanks for Your Magnificent Gift, Which I Regret I can't 
Use .•• ," regarding gifts from foreign officials to the 
President and First Lady, contains misleading statements that 
should be corrected. 

The article's headline erroneously implies that the 
President and First Lady cannot accept or use gifts sent to them 
by foreign officials. In fact, however, they may personally 
retain gifts from foreign officials that have values below that 
established by the applicable law. Furthermore, during his time 
in office, the President and Mrs. Clinton may use, on loan, gifts 
with values above that allowed by the law for personal retention. 
such gifts are returned to the possession and control of the 
federal government at or before the time the President leaves 
office and may then be used for display in the President's 
library. 

The quotation marks in the headline also mistakenly suggest 
that the language used there is employed by the President and 
First Lady to acknowledge gifts. That language is the author's 
own and is not used by the President or First Lady. 

Ms. Pfleger writes that "[l)ater this year, the government 
will auction off some 1,700 gifts for which no official use has 
been found." None of the objects to be offered for auction, 
however, will include items presented to the President or First 
Lady; instead, they will be items that have been presented to 
other governm~nt officials who are prohibited from retaining the 
gifts under the ethical guidelines that govern executive branch 
employees. Furthermore, contrary to what the article states, 
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none of the items will be objects presented to officials who are 
serving or who have served in the Clinton Administration. 

I hope that you will clarify the record for your readers. 

bee : Leon Panetta 
Maggie Williams 
Nancy Hernreich 
Pam Barnett 
Ginny Terzano 
Laura Raydack 
Kathy Whelan 

Since:el~ tu 
J./;_ Burkhardt 
Director 
White House Gift Office 
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TE HOUSE 

August 23, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR LEOO PANETTA 

FROM: 

THROUGH: 

SUBJECT: 

CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 

MAGGIE WILLIAMS 
CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY 

MARK GEARAN 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS 

~iDAN BURKHARDT 
f•'DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE GIFT UNIT 

JIM DORSKIND ~ 
ACTING DIREC~-OF CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGES 

WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE 

This is to alert you to the attached article regarding gifts 
to the President and First Lady from foreign officials that 
appeared in yesterday's Wall Street Journal. 

That article contains information publicly available from 
the Foreign Gift Report submitted by the President and First Lady 
in January to the Secretary of State. The piece, however, also 
makes three misleading statements: (1) its headline suggests 
that such gifts never are used; (2) it implies that gifts to the 
President and First Lady from foreign officials are auctioned; 
and (3) it states that the President ordered a gift from 
Philippine President Ramos destroyed. (I have learned that Laura 
Wills in the Protocol Office at the State Department spoke to the 
Journal without our knowledge.) 

The issue is whether and how we want to correct these 
misstatements. I have drafted the attached proposed response 
that could be used as a letter to the editor. I am willing to 
sign and submit such a letter if you feel it is appropriate and 
necessary. 

At your earliest convenience, please give me your thoughts 
on whether and how we should proceed. I can be reached at 
x65507. Thank you. 

Attachments · 

cc: Nancy Hernreich 
... 

. 
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[DRAFT RESPONSE TO PFLEGER WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE] 

Katherine Pfleger's August 22, 1994, article entitled 

"Thanks for Your Magnificent Gift, Which I Regret I Can't Use 

• ," regarding gifts from foreign officials to the President and 

First Lady, contains several misleading statements that should be 

corrected. 

The article's headline erroneously implies that the 

President and First Lady cannot use gifts sent to them by foreign 

officials. In addition, the quotation marks in that headline 

falsely suggest that the language used there is employed by the 

President and First Lady to acknowledge gifts. Gifts to the 

President and First Lady from foreign officials are often used 

for display in the President's library after he leaves office. 

The language in the headline is the author's own and is not used 

by the President or First Lady to thank for items they receive. 

Ms. Pfleger states that "[l]ater this year, the government 

will auction off some 1,700 gifts for which no official use has 

been found." None of the gifts to be offered for auction, 

however, will include items presented to the President or First 

Lady; instead, they will be items that have been presented to 

other government officials who are prohibited from retaining the 

gifts under the ethical guidelines that govern executive branch 

employees. 
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The author also states that the President had cigars 

destroyed that had been presented to him by Philippine President 

Fidel Ramos. That is incorrect. Longstanding United States 

Secret Service policy cautions that all consumable items sent to 

the President or First Lady should be destroyed to safeguard the 

First Family's health and well-being. 

I hope that you will clarify the record for your readers. 

" .. 
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For Us? Oh, You 
Shouldn't Have! 

Your Aug. 22 Marketplace article 
"Thanks for Your Magnificent Gift. Which 
I Regret I Can't Use ... ," regarding gifts 
from foreign officials to the president and 
first lady. contains misleading statements. 

The article's headline erroneously im· 
plies that the president and first lady 
cannot accept or use gifts sent to them 
by foreign officials. In fact, they may 
personally retain gifts from foreign offi­
cials that have values below that estab­
lished by the applicable law. Further­
more, during Mr. Clinton's time in of­
fice, he and Mrs. Clinton may use. on 
loan, gifts with values above that al­
lowed by the law for personal retention. 
Such gifts are returned to the possession 
and control of the federal government at 
or before the tlme the president leaves 
office and may then be used for display 
in the president's library. 

You write that "[l]ater this year. the 
government will auction off some 1. 700 
gifts for which no official use has been 
found." None of the objects to be offered 
for auction, however. will include items 
presented to the president or first lady; In· 
stead, they will be items that have been 
presented to other government officials 
who are prohibited from retaining the gifts 
under the ethical guidelines that govern 
executive-branch employees. Further­
more, contrary to what the article states, 
none of the items will be objects presented 
to officials who are serving or who have 
served in the Clinton administration. 

Washington 

DANIEL W. 8uRKHAJlDT 
Director 

White House Gift Office 
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