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INTRODUCTION OF MRS. CLINTON

She refused to tanz to the pross, said she was only the wife of the President, protected
her only c]uld their claugltur, from pu})lnc exposuxe. And advised lmu to Jrop the
atomic bomb. Her nanie was Boss Truman.

She nlways used her maiden name, relused Lo wear a wcdding ring, worked full-l.imc,
managed the family's investiuenls and declared that a day would come in Aucrica when
husbands and wives would hoth work--and there would he no shame in a wife Lcing the

breadwinner. Who? Florence Kling Iarding.

She believed that women should be providcd with as l]mmugh an cducation as men--
were discriminqlcd againsi }Jy slate and federal Jaw--and would cvcnlually organize Lo
demand cqua]ify. More parlisan than her hushand, the other political parly parodicd
her as Mrs. Pretident. That was 197 years ago. It was Abigail Adams.

She made no apologics for advising her President on Cabinct appointents and
dismissals. And when scandal threatened to engulf the Presidency, she worked hehind-
the-scencs to go public with eveeything--and move on. Remember Nancy Reagan?

She was appoxnlcd }:y the prcsxdcnt to head an official task force, teslified hefore
Conbuss--aud t took three long ycars of constant battles--but Ros:z]ynn Carler saw
her Mental Health Systems Act become law, Congress finally passed Ellen Wilson's
Allcy Dwelling Aut--lml only on the day she died. Sarah Polk, sought out for her own
views by House; 'and Senate leadoss kept her office in the President's exceutive suite.
Earning the }uglwst level of education for a First Lady at that time, Lucy Hayes was
hailed as a symlpol of the new woman.

All of which proves one thing: intelligent and aguvc IFirst Ladics--hesides Eleanor
Rooscvelt--are part of as rich and ancient an Aincrican tradition as July 4th. The
current First Tady is not Eleanor Roosevelt incarmate or Ahigail Adams or anyone
clse. She is--]ilc":;: all hefore--a distinet individual. She is 1lillary Rodham Clinton.

Today it is swilter and slicker to scll something by lnlﬂcling pcop]c with one
clmmctcrislic, then forever typecast them in that caricature. If some other facet of
who they really aire emerges, but doesn't conform Lo that cliche, it is usually ignored.
FEveryone of us can he categutizccl l:y ]a]x:ls--mce, religiun, gcudcr, income, od ucalion,



age, PO].lllC‘dl 1fdxlatxon, hair color--but everyone demands the right not to be reduced

to a lakcl. It is lllc unique combination of cveryone's list of labels t]ml slmpcs them as
a dislinct mc]undual

Hillary C]mloq has many lahels: "Midwestern, born after World War I1, college-
cducated, lrac]xlumal Methodist, wife and motker, lawyer, pulslxc interest aJvocalc,
hosless and cool%xc-lﬂa]\or, only c!auglxlcr, eldest clild, blonde." And it takes less effort
to reduce her, tmc.omplu,atcd loy one or another lahel--hut never all of them at the
same time. In moat cascs, the explodatmn of her as a symbol--l:y symop]mnls and
hatemongers nLLc--not on]y distorts but obliterates who she is as a full person.

While she's folllswcd prcceclcnts set }Jy her prqdccessnts, there truly has never before
heen a Prcsic]cx%t's Spouse with Mrs. Clinton's hackground and experiences.

i
She is the {irst &f Fisst Ladics born in that new gcncm_linnwllo did not know Franklin
Rooscvell as £~rcsidcnt. Remember: the gap between her and youngest of her
predecessors at film time of the Clinton Inaugural--Jacqucline Onassis--was 17 years.

She was horn ix IUmms in 1947, daughter of a conscevative Republican sclf-cmployed
busincssman, raised in a home where the names Roosevelt and Kcnnody were not
heloved--as she &cca“s in this month's American Heritage. Her father's influcnce on her
was slrong, and in high school in 1964, she was a Goldwaler Gitl, supporting the
conscrvative pr&.sxdcuha] candidale who ran against LBJ. Although she did change
political parlw? it was the beginning of hor political activism. (SLIDE #1)

Rclngmn also mﬂum wed her. Raised to believe that her social tcsons'nl'nlnty lny not only
within her [annly circle but the largcr famxly--l’xer commtuulyuslxe was guldcd Ly ker
Methodist youlh cownsclor to llclp Lhe Jnsadvmlngccl--frmn uwmer-cily Chicag go children
or those of Mexican migrant workers. As parl of her youth group she heard Marlin
Luther King s peak. Ilis 1968 assassinalion, said a [ricnd of ilillary's "more than
anything, fxrm J. her resolve to do her utmost to stop injustice." (SIIDE #2)

She excelled not only in school, but was active in student government, coming of ag age
at a lime w]wnj'om*g wvonicn were cm.ouragod lo pursuc llle more avalla]'»lc leu.cs to
them. She grad vated from Wellsley in 1968 as valediction, delivering a speech which

landed her in {;f:: magazine. At the age of 18 years old, Miss Rodham was a public
figure in her own right. (SLIDE #3)
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The first First |ncly to have also carncd a graduale degree, she attended Yale Taw’
School, where she met her future hushand. After marrying Bill Clinton and moving

to Arkansas sh¢ taught law at the stale university. As he pursucd a political carcer,

she not only playpd the teaditional role of pulitical wile in his campaigns for Allorney-

General and latc}' Governor, but pursued her professional carcer in law. (SLIDE #4)

As the Governor's wile, from 1979 to 1981 and then again from 1983 to 1993, she

assumed mull.ip_le tasks--chair of the Education Standards Commiltee, a founder of

the Arkansas Ifome Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters, chair of the

Children's Defense Fund, full-time hostess in the traditional role of Arkansas [First

Lady and--as 051980, mother to Chelsea Victoria. (SLIDE #5)

Her ycars as I’ir‘!t Lady of Ackansas served her well when she became First Lady of the

United Stales in 1993 and chose to continue playing a varicty of public zoles. Within

three weeks of the Inaugural, President Clinton asked her to head his Health Care

Task Force to dralt health care reform in the tradition of Rosalynn Carler, Lady Bird

Johnson and Elcanor Roosevelt. The First Lady became a familiar sight on Capitol

Hill. (SLIDI: #6) and while improvement of the situation did n't immediately emerge

from Congress; Hillary Clinton inaugurated the fiest {ull national dialogue on the

complex problem in American history. And she continues-- like Lou Hoover, Edith

Wilson, Mary Lincoln, among others--lo serve as an informal sounding board to her
husband. (SLIDE #7) Hillary Clinton has continucd the public traditional role begun
by Dolley Madison--lrom clu‘istcning sllips to culling ribhons Lo greeting groups in the
White House, l? travelling with the President, to planning nienucs, enterlainment and
all social events, (SLIDE #8) And--like Edith Rooscvelt and Lucrctia Gacficld--she
has ficrcly guan!ccl time for her teenage daughter in the While House--and sought to
protect her fronix the media's glare. (SLIDE #9)

Two of the umn’y lahels that can be npplicd to the First Lacly are illustrated in tonig]xt's
film clips. le_firsl shows her opening Congressional testimony on health care, the
sccond, her press remarks on planm’ng the recent state dinner for Nelson Mandela.
(FIIM CLIPS%

Advocale, mlviéor, hostess, mother? She can be described by any lahel to sceve any
purpose. Perlm’,ps the wisdom of her prcclecessor is hest remembered. Aller lrying to
define herself aq' a sovial liberal but fiscal conscrvative, Barhara Bush fhmﬂy declared,
"Labels are for goupcans., not for people." Permit her to speak for herself. Join me in
welcoming Fiskt Lady 1lillary Rodham Clinton.
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age, polxlscal afdxlatmn, hair color--but everyone demands the nglxt not to be reduced

to a lahel. It is tl'zc unique combination of cveryone's list of labels t]ml slmpcs them as
a dislinct mclmclual

Hillary Clmloq has many lahels: "Midwestern, born after World War 11, college-
cducalcd Lradi [mnnl Mcllmc]lst wife and molher, lawycr, Pu.]’]lc interest komale,
hosless nncl coolfxc-}\a]« 5, only clauglxlcr, eldest clild, blonde." And it takes less offort
to reduce her, mu,omplx;ated by one or another label--hut never all of them at the
same time. In moat cases, the ex sloxtatwn of her as a syml:ol--l:y syncop]mnls and
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heen a Presider ts Spouse with Mrs. Clinton's background and experiences.
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ooscvell as president. Remember: the gap belween her and youngest of her
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predecessors at 1110 time of the Clinlon Inaugural--Jacqueline Onassis--was 17 years.

She was horn ix mmmz in 1947, daughter of a conscrvalive Republican self-employed
busmcssumn, raised in a home where the names Roosevelt and Kcnncdy were not
heloved--as she 3000.“3 in this month's American Heritage. Her father's influence on her
was slrong, and in high school in 1964, she was a Goldwaler Gitl, supporting the
conscrvative pnsxdcnlm] candidate who ran against L.BJ. Altlwug]x she did clxange
political parlws’, it was the heginning of hor political activism. (SLIDE #1)

Rcl:gwn also mﬂuex wed her. Raised to believe that her social rcsomnlnlnly lny not on]y
within her famdy circle but the lnrger famxly--hcr cmmmuuly--slxe was ngcJ l:y ker
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Luther King s peak. Ilis 1908 assassinalion, said a (ricnd of lhnarya more than
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She excelled not only in school, but was active in student government, coming of age
at a lime when owng women were em.mu'agccl lo pursuc the more available choices to
them. She grac{t,mlcc! from Wellsley in 1968 as valediction, delivering a speech which
landed her in Life magazine. At the age of 18 years old, Miss Rodham was a public
figure in her own right. (SLIDE #3)
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The first First ’ac]y to have also carncd a gmdualc Jcr_‘rce, she attended Yale l.nv;'
School, where she met her future hushand. After marrying Bill Clinton and nmoving
to Ackaneas sh {auglll law at the stale university. As he ptusuécl a pulilical carecet,
she not only play_od the traditional role of pu]ilical wile in his campaigns for Atlorney-
General and latc% Governor, but pursucd her professional carcer in law. (SLIDE #4)
As the Governor's wile, from 1979 to 1981 and then again from 1983 to 1993, she
assumed mullip)c tagks--chair of the Education Standards Commiltee, a founder of
the Arkansas Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youngsters, chair of the
Children's Defense Fund, full-time hostess in the traditional role of Arkansas IFirst

Lady and--as of 1980, mother to Chelsca Victoria. (SLIDE #85)

Her years as First Lady of Ackansas served her well when she became First Lady of the
United Stales in 1993 and chose to continue playing a varicty of public roles. Within
three wecks of the Inaugural, President Clinton asked her to head his Health Care
Task Force to dralt health care reform in the tradition of Rosalynn Carler, Lady Bird
Johnson and Efcmmr Roosevelt. The First Lady hecame a [amiliar sight on Capitol
Hill. (SLIDIZ #6) and while inprovement of the situation did n't immediately emerge
from Congrcgs: I‘Iil]axy Clinton inauguraled the first {ull national c]ia]oguc on the
complex problem in Amcrican history. And she continues-- like Lou Hoover, Edith
Wilson, Mary Lincoln, among others--1o serve as an informal sounding board to her
husband. (SLIDE #7) Hillary Clinton has continued the public traditional role begun
by Dolley Madison--{rom christening ships to culling ribhons Lo grecting groups in the

White [House, l? tr.wc“ing with the Prcsiclcut, to p]mming nienucs, cnterlainment and
- all sacial events, (SLIDE #8) And--like Edith Rooscvelt and Jucrctia Cacficld--she
has fiercly guarded time for hee teenage daughter in the White House--and sought to

protect her fronix the media's glare. (SLIDE #9)

Two of the many labels that can he applied to the First Lady are illustrated in tonight's
film c]ips. Tlxo'firsl shows her opening Congtcssi«.mal testimony on hcalth care, the
sccond, her press remarks on planm'ng the recent state dinner for Nelson Mandela.
(FIIM CLIPS:}

Advocate, a(]vi;or, hostess, mother? She can be described by any lahel to sceve any
purpose, Pcrlm_ps the wisdom of her predcccssor is hest remembered. Aller trying to
define hersclf 0.1. a sovial liheral but fiscal conscrvative, Barbara Bush finauy qulnroc],
"Labels are for %oupcana. , not for people." Pexmit her to speak for herself. Join me in
welcoming First Lady 1illary Rodham Clinton. :



