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MEMO 
~ rJ' 

To: Grants Committee ~ ~-
./ ~ N 

National Council of Churches: Burned Churches Fund 1 i~ \...., 

""' c 
Fr: Technical Task Force 

r~ ""' Members: Gaylord Thomas, leader t:P 

Herb Boyd, Sara Coppler, Bob Lucas, Betsey Miller, Sammy Toineeta ~': 
)D -

4 
Re: Site Visits (July 17-20, 1996) 

The six-membered Technical Task Force from the National Council of Churches 
(NCC) was asked to visit three sites in order to assess where the local congregations were 
in the process of rebuilding and of healing, to see if it was possible to develop ties with 
local businesses and material suppliers who could be part of the rebuilding of the 
churches, and to locate what local building professionals (architects, engineers, lawyers, 
contractors and local inspectors) could be part of the effort. Before starting out, the 
members of the task force had decided that one of the most important aspects of the 
mission was to tie the rebuilding effort economically to the congregation's community, 
wherever possible. 

As the Task Force met with individual pastors and congregations, several issues 
were repeated from site to site. They were: 

a) Proof of insurance would be needed for both the building process (Builder's 
Risk) and afterwards (General Liability). If insurance was unobtainable, the NCC will 
organize an effort to find it. 

b) All local, state and federal building code requirements would need to be 
adhered to, if applicable. Licensed professionals were to be used in the installation of all 
utilities (water, electric, sanitation, etc.) 

c) Each project and congregation would need to segregate building funds in a 
separate building account requiring three (or two out of three) signatures. Payment 
should be made from invoices wherever possible as the NCC would be looking for a final 
accounting of the project at some point. 

d) Congregations were urged to shift their plans from "what they could afford" to 
"what they needed". This was an attempt to get them to question what their programs 
were and how they would like to see them grow .. 

e) It was stressed that the intent of the NCC was to help them get a building they 
could afford to maintain and to leave them without a debt obligation, if possible. 

f) Where possible, all parking lots were to be paved, have proper drainage, and to 

~ ~ 

have water and light available. Plans for basketp~ll hoops and swing sets were also \ 
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encouraged in an effort to have the church think about the lots as extra "outdoor rooms" 
for them to program for their younger members. 

g) All rebuilt churches must have security systems that tie into local emergency . . 
services agencies. 

h) Finish landscaping plans are to be thought about and to be included in all 
plans. 

i) Interior finish plans were encouraged as part of the process. 

All ofthe above were focused on to help give the congregations a foundation of realistic 
ideas about their new buildings and to prod them to think about their future growth and 
programmatic hopes. 

Site Assessments: 

Included for each: 
Project Summary: 

Site Visit 

Table A: 

Table B: 

Table C: 

St.Paul's Primitive Baptist, MS 
Butler Chapel AME, SC 
Gay's Hill Baptist, GA 

Project Description and summary of 

Next Steps in Construction Process 

Short Term Funding Needs 

Current Estimates of Project Costs 



Butler Chapel AME 
Orangeburg, SC 
125 Members 
Rev. Patrick Mellerson, Pastor 

Summary: 

Date of Visit: 7/18/96 
Proposed Bdg: 5-6,000 SF 

Prelim. Estimate: @ $65 SF 
$390,000 

This congregation has already studied its needs and taken a vote on a general 
program and plan layout. They have had sketches drawn up based on what they know 
they can afford or can borrow. There are many members of the congregation who are in 
the building trades and many of the them have offered to perform their work free or at 
cost. The municipal regulations for this site are well known. The county tightly regulates 
zoning uses, building codes, fire safety, sanitation and cartage/ dumping. The 
congregation has already identified two local architects who may be able to help them 
and who will be interviewed next week. They have already identified their contractor. 
The NCC staff has a copy of the sketches that the members prepared for the selected 
architect. 

The congregation has already settled with their insurance company and has used 
part of the insurance proceeds to purchase just under 7 acres located close to town and in 
a more visible location. They plan to keep the old site as it houses their cemetery. The 
congregation will demolish the burned structure, after the new facility is built and plans 
for the old site will be put together after the new structure is finished. 

The immediate concerns of the congregation are to meet and select their architect, 
set up a separate account at their bank for construction funds, attempt to get General 
Liability Insurance (and to be sure the contractor carries Builder's Risk Insurance) and to 
have preliminary site tests performed (for water percolation and soil compaction). They 
will have to decide whether to hook up to the municipal water and sewage or to dig their 
own well and install a septic system. Those decisions will be decided by an analysis of 
future municipal fees and the initial capital outlay for the systems versus the cost of initial 
hook up. 



----------

Gay's Hill Baptist 
Millen, Georgia 
50 Members 
Rev. Harry Baldwin, Pastor 

Summary: 

Date of Visit: 7/19/96 
Square Footage: 3660 SF 
Prelim. Estimate: $60 SF 

$220,000 

The congregation seriously thought about relocating closer to town and trying to 
build day care and community facilities. However, after much debate, they have decided 
to rebuild on their current property which is about a 20 minute drive outside of Millen, 
Georgia. One oftheir members was able to borrow equipment to clear the site for them 
after the fire. The national NCC staff has already arranged for a mobile unit (pod) to be 
delivered so that Services can be held during the rebuilding process. It should be in place 
and operable by end of week, 7/27/96. The treasurer of the church has already established 
separate accounts for the building fund and they have deposited insurance proceeds and 
all donations to date in it. 

The church is located in a municipality that has some building regulations, but 
they do not appear to be too complicated or too restrictive. They think that a local 
contractor can sign for building permits, but this will be confirmed for them by the NCC 
Task Force. The site already has water (a well) and a septic system. Tests are needed to 
insure quality and to verify capacities that will accommodate the new facilities. The 
congregation was quite articulate about their programmatic needs (e.g. they would like a 
Baptismal forit and an Apple computer for their office and to track their finances). Since 
their previous building had been vandalized repeatedly in the past, they are quite aware 
about their need for a security system and for a tie-in to the local sheriffs office. They 
also acknowledged that their congregation included 18 children and were excited by the 
idea of exploring with a site planner the uses they could make of their parking lot and 
side yards. 

The congregation has identified a local contractor to work with, one who will 
allow the members of the congregation who have trade licenses to work with him at no 
cost. They asked that the NCC Task Force locate for them, if possible, a local architect 
who could help represent their interests and concerns throughout the building process to 
the contractor. Insurance also remains a question, for both the contractor and the 
congregation. 



St.Paul's Primitive Baptist 
Lauderale, Mississippi 
54 Members 
Rev. Johnny MacDonald, Pastor 

Summary: 

Date of Visit: 7/17/96 
Proposed Building: 2800 SF 
Prelim. Estimate: @ $60 SF 

$168,000 

This congregation has been taken in hand by the local representative of the 
NAACP, Obie Clark, who has also volunteered to serve as a local general contractor. He 
will coordinate the purchase of supplies from local businesses, where feasible. The 
church's lot in Lauderdale. MS is outside of any municipal building regulations; 
however, the task force stressed the need to insist on the use the of licensed tradespeople. 
The Task Force had a conversation with the congregation's insurance agent that focused 
on the type of building materials that would be needed in order for the congregation to 
qualify for general liability insurance. The agent appeared willing and eager to help. 
However, the.next day, it was learned that no carrier was willing to write a policy for this 
congregation. Rev. MacDonald had already been in touch with a local architect, who had 
produced a schematic set of plans, complete with preliminary specifications. Cost 
estimates can easily be gotten from the plans as they are. Mr. Clark and the NCC staff 
will work together to locate and price out what can be gotten through donations. The 
volunteer labor has been located (Montgomery County, Md. has expressed interest in 
"adopting" this particular congregation). 
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National Council of Churches: BURNED CHURCHES FUND 
Preliminary Assessment Database 

Number Estimated 
of Replacement Insured Status of 

Church Site Members Cost Amount Claims 

Gay's Hill Baptist GA . 50 142,000 28,000 paid 

St. Zion AME sc 192 250,000 110,000 paid 

New Hope Baptist WA 350 1,500,000 650,000 paid 

Mt. Zoar Baptist AL 40 180,000 1,000 paid 

St. Paul's Prim. Bapt MS 54 93,600 0 none 

Friendship Miss. Bapt TN 250 400,000 20,000 Qaid 

Butler Chapel AME sc 125 250,000 70,000 Qaid 

Inner City_ Church TN 400 1,400,000 533,000 paid 

Page 1 

Info Date: 22 July 96 

Capital GROSS 
Interim Purchase Donations FUNDING 

Expenses to date to date GAP Notes: 

450 4,500 7,000 102,050 bought pews 

2,500 90,000 30,000 17,500 I pd off 90K mortgage 

70,000 0 147,000 . 633,000 

0 0 40,000 139,000 

0 0 5,000 88,600 

5,000 0 0 375,000 

600 18,000 5,000 156,400 bought land/relocate 

50,000 200,000 0 617,000 [pd off 2DOK mortgage 

Cumulative 
Total 

to date: $2,128,550 
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Center for Democratic Renewal. Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandali:.:;ed 

Name of Church Hammond Grove Baptist Church No. Augusta, SC (Revised) 

Pa.sturs Name Rev_ Bobby Hankerson P.O. Box 6745 N. AugUsta. SC 29841 

Church Officers? Dea. Dock Abraham Chair Dea. Bd.; Sis. Marilyn Abraham. Adm. Sec. 

Now old is tbe cburcb? 126 Yem old 

Number of members? 32S 

Date and Time Bumed I Vandalized? Vandalized, March ~&9, 1996, Momi.ng hours 

Was the church ir.sured? Yes By Whom? Southern Mutual, Columbia 

Extent of damag~ tn th~ chnrch? $24,000 

Mqteriab I Explosi'\l'a Ut~ed? Sprayed fire cxtingushier chemical, poured liqlJ..id soap in 

computers and electronic equipment 

Who did the inYestigation? Aiken County Sherifrs Department 

Have you rebuilt? Yes StatuS! Complete 

l>oes the c:hurc:h have a nbuildiQg fUnd? No 

141016 

/ 

M.r~. MIU'ilyn Abnllu1.1u, church sc;crerary 8UJ 

441-8209 

Addre.s' for- chunb r-..nd? N/A 

$Total Damage Amount $24,000 

S Insurance S23,SOO 

S Gifts Received $?~.?? 

:S Estimated Replacement Cost $24,000 
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National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 

"BURNED CHURCHES" 

FACT SHEET 
For More Information: Betty Thompson. NCCC News Director 1-212-870-2048 

SITUATION: 
36 black churches have been burned in the last 18 months. Since 1990, over 82 church 
buildings, largely African-American nave been severely desecrated as well as synagogues, 
mosques, and other places of worship. The surfacing of racism again in this cowardly epidemic 
reveals its ongoing virulence in our common life. 

ACTIONS TO DATE: 
For the past 8 months the NCCC has focused on the burned and desecrated African­
American church buildings in the following ways: 
1. . STAff: NCCC hired The Rev. Mac Charles Jones as Associate to the General Secretary 

to bring racial justice to the center of the NCCC agenda. In his initial work, Jones begin 
conversations with Pastors of Burned Churches to determine the possible roles for the · 
NCCC. 

2. BOARD ACTION: The Executive Board of the NCCC declared the Church Burnings to be 
a "National Disaster" on May 21, 1996. 

3. NCCC through Church World Service announced a $1 million appeal initially and later 
revised it to $2 million on May 22, 1996. With recurring burnings, the appeal was revised 
to $4 million dollars on June 10, 1996. 

4. President Clinton, after NCCC urging, directed all federal agencies to work together to 
apprehend the culprits of the Burned Churches and pledged federal support. 

5. NCCC responds to Burned Churches crisis by pledging its resources and attention. 
6. NCCC provided pastoral care and support for local communities and congregations. 
7. NCCC conducted on-site visits of Burned Churches throughout the South and 

Southwestern United States. 
8. NCCC deployed program staff .. public relations counsel, and support staff, 
9. NCCC developed the. involvement of member communions through a program leade.rsnip 

committee. 
10. NCCC effected collaborative research and legal investigation relationships with the 

Center for Democratic Renewal (CDR) and the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR. 
11. NCCC through the executive leadership of the General Secretary, the elected officers of 

the NCCC and the 33 heads of the member communions have been kept alert to activities 
and participated in policy guidance. 

12. NCCC conducted a program of public interpretation, media contact and advocacy with the 
highest levels of government, placing the issue at the center of public interest and action. 

13. NCCC arranged for 38 pastors of burned churches to meet in Washington, D.C. with 
President Bill Clinton. 
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14. President Clinton focused his June 8, 1996 Saturday AM Radio Broadcast on the burned 
churches and -had two of the pastors to be present with him during the broadcast. 

15. The NCCC and The White House worked together to plan the visit of President Clinton 
to the newly built Mt. Zion AME Church in Greeleyville. S.C. 

16. The NCCC offered "A Service of Compassion and Consolation" at the Pleasant Lane 
Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. on Sunday. June 9th involving pastors of burned 
and other religious leaders including Dr. Henry Lyons, President of the National Baptist 
Convention USA. 

17. The first gift of $20,000 was presented by the National Council of Churches 
General Secretary, The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell to Bishop John Hurst Adams for 
the Mt. Zion AME Church in Greeleyville, South Carolina to assist with rebuilding costs. 

18. NCCC has received $1 million gift from the Andreas Foundati~n of the Archer Daniels 
Midland Company to assist the work of the NCCC in the re-building of Burned Churches. 

19. The Ford Foundation initiated efforts with a coalition of foundations to bring 
an estimated $1.7 million in financial support for the restoration of the Burned Churches 
and to assist the work of the NCCC to address the root causes of racism. The coalition 
of foundations includes The Pew Charitable Trusts, The Annenberg Foundation, The W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, The Rockefeller Foundation, The John D. & Catherine T. McArthur 
Foundation. and The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. 

20. The NCCC created a video to relate the story of the burned churches which is available 
distribution (See Informational Resources Section) 

21. The National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the American Jewish Committee 
have partnered together to solicit support from their memberships for the 
NCCC Burned Churches fund · 

FUTURE ACTION PLANS: 
1. NCCC will work with Habitat for Humanity to establish work teams to help rebuild the 

Burned Churches. 
2. NCCC will work with United Way to urge local community involvement and financial 

support. 
3. NCCC will develop Jewish and Roman Catholic collaboration in response to the Burned 

Churches. 
4. NCCC Department of Communication is producing a brochure to summarize information 

and responses. 
5. President Bill Clinton has called a Summit of Governors to strategize additional steps that 

can be taken on behalf of the Burned Churches and NCCC General Secretary Campbell will 
convene religious leaders in a summit conference to further the work of the NCCC and its 
cooperating partners 

6. Time-Warner, Inc. through their Elektra Records division will sponsor a musical event to 
benefit the NCCC Burned Churches fund. 

7. A major long-distance telephone supplier has interest in soliciting customers donations 
on behalf of the NCCC Burned Churches Fund. 
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WAYS TO HELP: 
1. FINANCIAL SUPPORT: (Make checks payable to National Council of Churches marked 

Burned Churches Fund and mail c/o National Council of Churches. 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115. 
For credit card contributions call1-800-7'62-0968. 

2. ADVOCACY: Speak up and speak out for equality and justice for all people. 
3. EDUCATE: Talk with your church members, friends and family utilizing resources of 

NCCC to help them become aware of this national tragedy. 
4. PRAY: Direct your personal prayers on behalf of a more humane, jus_t and compassionate 

society. 
5. SUNDAY WORSHIP: Ask your Pastor to dedicate your local church Sunday worship to 

the problems of the Burned Churches include sermon, education hour and a special 
offering to be sent to the NCCC Burned Churches Fund 

INFORMATIONAL RESOURCES: 

General Inquiries/Information Requests: 
Church World Service - 212-870-2257 or 
Office of the General Secretary - 212-870-2141 

Telephone Update: (Updated Daily) Call1-800-456-1310 for daily reports. 

Video: nchurch Burnings" created by NCCC/CWS Staff 
Contact Mel Lehman, CWS for a copy; 1-212-870-3004 

Printed Materials: A collection of news items and related reports. 
Contact Sandra Peters for a copy: 1-212-870-2298 

Speakers: 
The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, NCCC General Secretary- 1-212-870-2281 
The Rev. Mac Charles Jones. NCCC Associate to the General Secretary- 1-212-870-2360 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Polk, NCCC Deputy General Secretary - 1-212-870-2491 
The Rev. Dr. Rodney Page. NCCC Deputy General Secretary- 1-212-870-2426 
The Rev. Dr. Albert Pennybacker, NCCC Director of Public Policy- 1-212-870-3260 

Media Assistance: 
NCCC Communications Staff - Betty Thompson - 1-212-870-2048 
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WHO ARE THE NCC, CDR and CCR? 

The National Council of Churches (NCC), with headquarters in New York City, is the 
· preeminent expression in the United States of the movement for Christian unity. 

Comprised of33 Protestant and Orthodox member denominations, including most ofthe 
nation's historic African American denominations, the NCC has a total constituency of 
52 million. From its formation in 1950, the NCC has spoken and acted consistently and 
forcefully for racial justice and civil rights against racism. Other programs and projects 
of the Council include: international disaster relief, refugee assistance and development 
aid; educational and worship resources for congregations; Bible translation; and efforts 
that bring people of faith together to address poverty. Contact: 212-870-2252. 

The Center for Democratic Renewal (CDR) is an Atlanta based national research and 
action center which organizes against hate groups and institutional racism .. Formerly the 
National Anti-Klan Network, the CDR is a leader in the monitoring of white supremacist 
activity on local, national and international levels and has chronicled and investigated the 
growth of the white supremacist movementand its new faces. CDR helps communities 
combat groups, movements and government practices that promote hatred and bigotry 
through briefings, reports and trainings. A multi-racial group founded in 1979, CDR 
advances a vision of a democratic, diverse and just society free of racism and bigotry and 
is committed to public policies based on equity and justice. Contact: 404-221-0025. 

The Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) is a public interest law group based in 
New York City. At the forefront of struggles for social justice and social change for 
nearly three decades, CCR has successfully brought civil suits against the Klan and is 
preparing to bring legal action against perpetrators of the church attacks. CCR has also 
won several important international human rights cases, including a suit against Haitian 
leader Prosper Averill for the torture of pro-democracy activists and a $47.5 million suit 
against Hector Gramajo, defense minister of Guatemala, for human nghts violations. 
CCR is involved in women's rights and environmental justice cases, as well. Known for 
its innovative and creative legal work, CCR also advises individuals and groups on 
constitutional issues. Contact: 212-614-6464. 

0 
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THE BURNED CHURCHES FUND 
Restoring the Churches and Challenging the Racism Behind These Acts of Violence· 

Goal: $4,000,000 

The Burned Churches Fund addresses the restoration of the burn~d churches, 
overwhelmingly African-American. It is being developed and administered through 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCCC). The NCCC in 
this way is serving the concerns of the religious community, related partners and the 
public as a whole. Since 1990, over 80 church buildings, largely African-American 
have been severely desecrated as well as synagogues, mosques, and other places of 
worship. The surfacing of racism again in this cowardly epidemic reveals its ongoing 
virulence in our common life. 

The Burned Churches Fund provides a central, inclusive and collaborative vehicle, 
not only for restoring what has been destroyed but also for engaging· root causes. 
The NCCC recently convened 38 black pastors in Washington, DC (June 9-10) to 
bring their stories to government officials. As a result the President of the U.S. has 
made this concern a priority for his administration. The Department of Justice, 
especially through the Civil Rights Division and the FBI, is now strongly committed 
to action. Also, the Department ofTreasury through the ATF Agency is actively 
engaged in investigation and enforcement. The NCCC is the oldest and largest 
American ecumenical body representing 33 member communions (national 
denominations) whose combined membership totals 51 million gathered in 140,000 
local congregations. 

Present Activities: 

For the past 8 months the NCCC has focused on the burned and desecrated African­
American church buildings in the following ways: .. 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

provided pastoral care and support for local communities and congregations, 
conducted on-site visits through the South and Southwest, 
deployed prow.am staff, public relations counsel, and sUpport staff, 
developed the involvement of member communions through a program 
leadership committee, 
effective collaborative re5earch and legal investigation relationships with the 
Center for Democratic Renewal (CDR) and the Center for Constitutional 
Rights (CCR), 
through the executive leadership of the General Secretary, the elected officers 
of the NCCC al'ld the 33 heads of the member communions have been kept 
alert to activities and participated in policy guidance, 
conducted a program of public interpretation, media contact and .advocacy 
with the highest levels of government, placing the issue at the center of public 
interest and action. 
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The Burned Churches Fund 

Goal: $4,000,000 

Development of the Burned Churches Fund: 

Based on infonnation gathered at the sites of the burnings and an assessment of the 
needs of the victimized congregations, the NCCC's Executive Board authorized the 
establislunent of the Burned Churches Fund on May 22, 1996. A '"National Disaster" 
appeal was immediately sent to the member churches. Additional funds are being 
received day by day. 

Uses of the Fund: 

The primary purpose of the Burned Churches Fund is effectively to restore the 
burned and desecrated African-American Church buildings and other places of 
worship which have been victimized in the current wave of racism and bigotry. 
Many have no insurance coverage and many more are finding their coverage painfully 
inadequate. · 

Expense Budgets 

Burned Churches Fund 

A. Restoration SJ, 725,000 
Through the Grants Committee and the grant making process described below, the 
funds will support the reconstruction of the burned churches, overwhelmingly 
African-American. 

B. CbaDenging Racist Violence $ 275,000 

Three activities focused on the underlying racism that drives the burnings will be 
supported: 

Advocacy with governmental units to investigate arid to prosecute the 
guilty and also to provide appropriate protection for those hurt or 
vulnerable. 

Develop "crisis teams" for immediate deployment in any community 
·where burnings or acts of desecration occur. 

Sensitivity to and understanding of racism through public interpretation 
and educational activities both brqadly through religious institutions and 
in public an~ secular settings. 

Burned Churches Fund Total $4,000,000 
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Governance: 

1. NCCC Executive Board of 52 members representing the 33 member 
communions carries policy authority for the NCCC, including the Burned Churches 
Fund. 

2. The Grants Committee of 12-15 members will be chaired by the NCCC 
General Secretary. Interfaith, business and national leaders being invited to serve 
include The Honorable Andrew Young, John Cardinal Keeler, Vernon Jordan, Dr. 
Dorothy Height, and Rabbi James Rudin. Six: African-American pastors whose 
buildings have been burned or desecrated will be asked to serve, as well as Dr. Diane 
Porter, Senior Program Officer ofThe Episcopal Church. NCCC Staff participants 
will include Dr. Mac Charles Jones (Associate for Racial Justice}, Dr. Robert Polk 
(Deputy General Secretary for National Ministries), and Dr. Rodney Page (Deputy 
General Secretary for Church World Service). 

3. Other NCCC constituency and staff bodies will support the Burned Churches ' 
Fund, especially those directing the challenge to racism and leading the income 
development. fund. 
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THE FORD FOUNDATION 
320 EAST 43RD STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017 

Press Statement for National Council of Churches of Christ 
Press Conference 6/20/96, New York, NY 

New York, NY -- A group of seven foundation presidents today pledged support 

totaling $1.7 million to a fund to assist primarily African American congregations rebuild 

churches destroyed in the recent series of firebombings. The presidents, who include the 

leaders of several of the country's largest private foundations, also called on communities 

to undertake efforts to combat racial, ethnic and religious hatred. More than 30 African 

American churches in 1 0 states have been severely damaged or destroyed by suspected 

arson attacks in the past eighteen months, the worst rash of such race related violence 

since the 1960's. Over 80 places ofworship (including churches, mosques and 

synagogues) have been desecrated since 1990. 

The contributing organizations include the Annenberg Foundation, The Ford 

Foundation, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 

Foundation, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, The Pew Charitable Trusts, and The 

Rockefeller Foundat.ion. The funds will go to the National Council of Churches to build 

the Council's $4 million Burned Churches Fund. The Reverend Dr. Joan Campbell, 

general secretary of the Council, said the funds for rebuilding local churches will be 

matched by contributions from member churches and other religious organizations, as well 

as private foundations and corporate donors. 
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The seven foundation presidents signed the following statement: "With these 

contributions to the Burned Churches Fund, we respond to the spirit and resolve of the 

pastors and their congregations to stand against racial and religious intolerance. The 

pastors and the communities will rebuild the churches with the support we and others can 

help generate. The greater chaiJenge is to combat the hatred and bigotry that produce this 

kind of lawlessness. We must make clear that there is no place for this behavior in our 

democrati~ society. Along with the overwhelming majority of people in the United States, 

we hope that those responsible for such acts will be brought to justice. And we urge 

leaders of schools, government, civic and business organizations to recognize and address 

intolerance and bigotry." 

Dr. Campbell said, "The funds will be used for the rebuilding program and related 

efforts to combat intolerance. They also send a powerful message that there is deep 

concern about these racially motivated acts of violence across the nation. Through the 

Fund, we will also continue to focus our efforts on activities to address the underlying 

causes of racism and religious prejudice." 
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Listing of all the foundations 
with contacts: 

National Council ofChurches 
Reverend Dr. Joan Brown Campbell 
475 Riverside Drive, Rm 880 
New York, NY 10015 
212-870-3310 

Press Contact: Betty Thompson 
(212) 870-2048 

The Annenberg Foundation 
Ambassador Walter Annenberg 

Contact: Gail Levin, Senior Program Officer 
(610) 341-9066 

The Ford Foundation 
Susan V. Berresford, President 

Contact: Robert Curvin, Vice President for Communications 
(212) 573-4634 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Dr. William C. Richardson, President and CEO 

Contact: Karen Lake, Director of Communications 
(616) 968-1611 

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Adele Simmons, President 

Contact: Ray Boyer, Director of Communications 
(312) 726-8000 . 

Charles Stewart Matt Foundation 
William S. White. Chairman 

Contact: Judy Samelson, Vice ~resident, Communications 
(313) 238-5651 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Rebecca Rimel, President and CEO 

Contact: Keith McKeown 
(215) 575-4810 

The Rockefeller Foundation 
Peter Goldmark, President 

Contact: Denise Gray-Felder 
(212) 852-8450 
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Statement to the Press 
by The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell 

on the State of the Burned Churches 
Thursday, June 20, 1996 
at the Interchurch Center 

New York City 

Good morning and welcome! We are a nation founded on the principle of 
religious liberty. This principle defmes America and sets this nation apart. In 
a country that correctly takes pride in every citizen's right to worship when 
and where they please, free of fear of coercion the burning of churches and 
the desecration of places of worship is a violation of all that we as Americans 
hold dear. 

When the churches burned are overwhelmingly African American churches 
then these tragic burnings sear our souls and stand as a stark reminder of the 
larger damage done to the African American community over the years. 

Once again racism rears its ugly head. The evidence of hatred is left at the 
site of bwned churches - racial epithets scorched in the ground - crosses 
desecrated - graves· overturned. The reason for the burnings is clear to the 
pastors of these churches who must deal with frightening insulting phone calls 
and threats to family and congregation. As we approach the yearly celebration 
of Independence Day it is unthinkable tha~ so many should live in fear. · 

The National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA has a lorig history of 
battling against racism and intolerance. Now almost two years ago we felt the 
rismg tide of bigotry - listened with horror to hate radio - heard politicians 
propose to dismantle the safety net for the poor -·and made a decision that . 
racial justice had to be the Council's number one priority. The Rev. Mac 
Charles Jones- pastor of St. Steven's Baptist Church in Kansas City-was 
hired to become the General Secretary's Associate for Racial Justice and 
charged with the responsibility of challenging the member churches of the 
Comtcil. Rev. Jones, working with the Center for Democratic Renewal 
(CDR) and the Center for Constitutional Rights, (both represented here 
today) began to delve into the growth of white supremacy groups and the 
burning of Black churches. The CDR report that you have in your press 
packets documents the progression of these burnings. Visits to the churches 
made it incandescently clear - something had to be done! 
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It was the decision to gather 38 pastors of burned churches in Washington, . 
DC, that brought national attention to this issue. Three of those pastors are 
here today to tell you their own story even _as they told it to President Clinton, 
to Attorney General Janet Reno, Secretary of the Treasury, Ruben. The 
burning of African American Churches is no longer hidden. It is on the 
national agenda and Americans of good will are responding in unprecedented 
ways. They are morally outraged and ready to go to work. 

On May 21, 1996 the Executive Board of the National Council of Churches 
declared the church burnings to be a national disaster and established the 
BURNED CHURCHES FUND. Through the NCCC's relief and 
development arm, Church World Service and Witness (CWSW), an appeal 
for 1 million dollars was issued. Subsequently, as the magnitude of the need 
became more clear, the appeal was increased to 4 million dollars. As of this 
morning the churches of the NCCC~ represented here today by Bishop Craig 
Anderson, of The Episcopal Church, President-Elect of the NCCC~ a 
representative of the United Methodist Church, Assoeiate General Secretary, 
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Lutgen, Jr.~ The Right Rev. Charles McDermott 
representing Bishop Edmond Browning, Primate of The Episcopal Church, 
have pledged over $500,000, with many churches yet to report their pledges. 

The Burned Churches Fund provides a central inclusive and collaborative 
vehicle not only for restoring what bas bee~ destroyed but also for uncovering 
root causes. The Fund is a tangible expression for all who would stand 
against racial and religious intolerance. 

Gathered here today in support of this effort are a unique set of partners: 
Never before in my histpry of almost 35 years serving in the ecumenical 
movement have such a diverse group of foundations, social agencies and faith. 
groups ·come together around a conlm.on goal. 

We are especially grateful to Mrs. Susan Beresford, President of the Ford 
Fmmdation for her leadership in calling the fmmdation community to respond 
to this urgent need. Mrs. Beresford will announce the foundation response. 
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The participating foundations are: 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
The Annenberg Foundation 
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
The John D. & Catherine T. McArthur Foundation 
The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 

We are pleased to have with us, Mrs. Dwayne Andreas, trustee of the 
Andreas Foundation. The Andreas Foundation gave the initial gift to the 
Burned Churches Fund of 1 million dollars. 

·The interfaith nature of the response is made evident by the presence of 

3 

Rabbi James Rudin of the American Jewish Congress (AJC) and Rabbi David 
Saperste~ Director of the Religious Action Center of Reformed Judaism. 

The breadth of the Christian community is made clear through the presence of 
The Rev. Don Hammon~ from the National Association of Evangelicals, 
Bishop L. H. Winbush of the Church of God in Christ, and the Roman 
Catholic Bishops, meeting at this hour in .PortlancL Oregon, have sent their 
words of support. 

The Congress of National Black Churches have agreed to be our parmers in 
this effort as has Habitat for Humanity. As I mentioned ·earlier we are deeply 
indebted to the Center for Democratic Renewal represented here today by its 
chair, Rev. C. T. Vivian and the Center for Constitutional Rights by its 
Director, Mr. Ron Daniels. 

For all of us who-would support and stand with these churches, their 
congregations and their families in their hour of need we are most grateful. 
We are most blessed today to have with us these pastors: 
The Rev. Harry Baldwin, Gay shill Baptist Church 
Millen, Georgia 

The Rev. Aiken Ruth, Rosemary Baptist Church 
Varnville, South Carolina 

Ms. Debra Jackson, rep.resenting The Rev. MaudeU Dillard 
Glorious Church of God and Christ, Richmond, Virginia 
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Listing of all the foundations 
with contacts: 

National Council of Churches 
Reverend Dr. Joan Brown Campbell 
475 Riverside Drive, Rm 880 
New York. NY 10015 
212-870-3310 

Press Contact: Betty Thompson 
(212) 870-2048 

The Annenberg Foundation 
Ambassador Walter Annenberg 

Contact: Gail Levin, Senior Program Officer 
(610) 341-9066 

The Ford Foundation 
Susan V. Berresford, President 

Contact: Robert Curvin, Vice President for Communications 
(212) 573-4634 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Dr. Wllliam C. Richardson, President and CEO 

Contact: Karen Lake, Director of Communications 
(616) 968-1611 

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Adele Simmons, President 

Contact: Ray Boyer, Director of Communications 
(3 12) 726-8000 

Charles Stewart Matt Foundation 
William S. White, Chairman 

Contact: Judy Samuelson, Vice President, Communications 
(313) 238-5651 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Rebecca Rimel, President and CEO 

Contact: Keith McKeown 
(215) 575-4810 

The Rockefeller Foundation 
Peter Goldmark, President 

Contact: Denise Gray-Felder 
(212) 852-8450 
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.REMA;RKS OF SUSAN V. BERRESFORD, 
PRESIDENT OF THE FORD FOUNDATION 

TODAY 7 FOUNDATIONS PLEDGE $1.7 MILLION TO 
THE BURNED CHURCHES FUND OF THE. NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. THEY INCLUDE: 

THE ANNENBERG FOUNDATION 
THE FORD FOUNDATION 
THEW. K. KELLOGG FOUNDATION 
THE JOHN D. AND CATHERINE T. MAC 

ARTHUR FOUNDATION 
THE CHARLES STEWART MOTT FOUNDATION 
THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS 
THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 

OUR FUNDS WILL HELP REBUILD AND RESTORE 
THE LARGELY AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES . 
DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN RECENT ATTACKS. 

OUR COUNTRY WAS BORN OUT OF A SEARCH FOR 
OPPORTUNITY, JUSTICE AND FREEDOM OF 
RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION. AS YOU KNOW, WE 
HAVE STRUGGLED TO MAKE RIGHTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO ALL PEOPLE. 
TODAY WE SHOULD ALL CHERISH THE FREEDOM 
TO LIVE, WORK AND WORSHIP IN PEACE AND 
SAFETY. SADLY, THE RECENT ATTACKS UPON 
SANCTUARIES AND HOUSES OF WORSHIP 
VIOLATE THESE TRADITIONS AND OFFEND THE 
MOSTFUNDAMENTALSENSEOFHUMAN 
DECENCY. 
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WE MUST SPEAK OUT AND ADDRESS THESE 
ATTACKS WITH FIRM RESOLVE. AND WE MUST 
JOIN TOGETHER TO DECLARE THAT ALTHOUGH 
HARM HAS BEEN DONE, THIS IS A TIME FOR 
RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNITY BUILDING. 

I WOULD LIKE TO READ A STATEMENT THAT THE 
PRESIDENTS OF ALL SEVEN FOUNDATIONS 
SIGNED YESTERDAY: 

WITH THESE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ·BURNED 
CHURCHES FUND, WE RESPOND TO THE SPIRIT 
AND RESOLVE OF THE PASTORS AND THEIR 
CONGREGATIONS TO STAND AGAINST RACIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE. THE PASTORS 
AND COl\1MUNITIES WILL REBUILD THE 
CHURCHES WITH THE SUPPORT WE AND OTHERS 
CAN HELP GENERATE. 

THE GREATER CHALLENGE IS TO COMBAT THE 
HATRED AND BIGOTRY THAT PRODUCE THIS 
KIND OF LAWLESSNESS. WE MUST MAKE CLEAR 
THAT THERE IS NO PLACE FOR THIS BEHAVIOR IN 
OUR DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. ALONG WITH THE 
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF PEOPLE IN THE 
UNITED STATES, WE HOPE THAT THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACKS WILL BE. 
BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. AND WE URGE LEADERS 

-- OF SCHOOLS, GOVERNMENT, CIVIC AND 
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BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS TO RECOGNIZE AND 
ADDRESS INTOLERANCE AND BIGOTRY. 
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NAE & National Black Evangelical Association &World Relief Corporation 
Joint Task Force on RaCial Reconciliation 

Call for Action 

f:ZO~ 

As representatives of 52 Protestant denominations and thousands of independent churches which 
have been working together to break down racial barriers between African-American and White 
churches, we condemn the bigotry and violence that lies at the root of many of the burnings of 
African-American churches in the South over the past 18 months. We are calling on our member 
denominations and churches to stand united, in both word and deed, with their brothers and sisters 
in the faith during these dark days. 

We agree with President Clinton that "the destruction of a place of worship is a depraved act of 
violence," which strikes the heart of every American by threatening our cherished freedom to 
worship in safety. The fact that these acts are racially motivated fills us with pain and anger. As 
Christians, we know that racism is an affront to God, who has created all men and women in His 
image. As Americans, we know that racially motivated violence is an assault upon the fundamental 
civil rights we hold dear. 

The attacks against the churches are particularly abhorrent because of the rich history and role of the 
African-American church in our culture. These churches were born in the hard soil of slavery, and 
they nurtured and sustained the faith of African-Americans through generations of suffering and 
injustice. These churches provided the moral compass for the civil rights movement of the 1950's 
and 60's, when courageous men and women stood up,· spoke out, and risked their lives to bring an 
end to the unjust segregation and disenfranchisement of American citizens based on the color of their 
skin. Today, these churches continue to be places where millions of families look to for spiritual 
nourishment, moral leadership, and community life. We must do all we can to ensure that they 
remain havens of safety and peace in their communities. Those who seek to terrorize must know that 
bigotry and violence will not be tolerated. 

We cannot stand silently on the sidelines and allow our brothers and sisters in the faith to endure this 
trial alone. As Christians, we must be committed to living out the biblical mandate of Galatians 
6: 10: "So then, as often as we have the chance, we should do good to everyone, especially to those 
who belong to our family in faith." To this end, the National Black Evangelical Association and the 
National Association of Evangelicals have asked World Relief, the assistance arm of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, to establish a fund to assist the churches that have been destroyed in 
their rebuilding efforts. We urge our member denominations and churches to join us in sharing the 
resources God has provided to us with these brothers and sisters who have suffered great loss. 

Donations to the NBEA!NAE/World Relief "Partnership Fund to Rebuild the Churches" should 
be made to World Relief, Rebuild the Churches, Dept. 9, P.O. Box WRC, Wheaton, IL 60189, 1-
800-535-LIFE. . 
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THE DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE PROTESTANf EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Founded 1 82 1 • 1ncorpora1ed 1846 

WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL 

WRITER'S FACSIMILE 

June 20, 1996 

The following is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 
Executive Council at its meeting June 10-13, 1996 in Charleston, 
West Virginia, at which a quorum was present and voting. 

Resolved, that the Executive council, meeting in Charleston, wv, 
expresses its deep anguish and concern over the rise in the attacks 
against and burning of ijouses of Worship and other civic 
institutions and condemns the purveyors of hate who create a 
climate that inspire arson against Black and Multi-Racial churches; 
and be it further 

Resolved, that the Executive Council commends the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ, the Center for Democratic Renewal and 
the Center for Constitutional Rights for their pastoral work in 
reaching out to all the affected pastors and for their leadership 
in bringing this important issue to the public's attention; and be 
it further 

Resolved, that the Executive Council supports the Clinton 
Administration in giving high priority to the ongoing 
investigations being conducted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation-and Department of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; and 
be it further 

Resolved, that the Executive Council urges congregations, dioceses, 
and other Episcopal Church bodies, to find tangible ways to assist 
in the rebuilding of these churches and support these congregations 
in their loss; and be it further 

Resolved, that the Executive Council extends its prayers for all 
who have been affected by the burnings and requests that copies of 
this resolution be sent to appropriate government offices and 
church partners. 

EXPLANATION 

As you will read in the report that has been provided Black and 
Multi-Racial Churches Fire-Bombed, A View of Racism, Collusion and 
complicity and as you may have heard in the news, the recent spate 
of burning of Black churches and civic institutions are overt acts 

---------EPISCOPAL CHURCH CENTER---------
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of racism being .undertaken , for the most part, by members of white 
supremacist and neo-Nazi organizations. The NCCC Task Force has 
labeled these burnings "Domestic Terrorism!" For a time there was 
the complete denial that these burnings were racially motivated but 
the work of the NCCC Task Force has proven to practically 
everyone's satisfaction that these crimes and burnings are not only 
racially motivated but in some instances they are linked to a group 
initiation ritual. 

The Episcopal Church has taken a leadership role in the work of the 
Task Force and in the commitment of resources to the ecumenical 
effort. The Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief and the 
Presiding Bishop, through his discretionary fund, have provided 
direct financial support to three of the churches in Alabama. 

The Council's passage of this resolution would be yet another 
tangible sign of the witness of the Episcopal Church in support of 
those who have been affected and the search for justice. 

The Rev. Canon Donald A. Ni 
Secretary of the Executive C uncil and the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHVRCH 

81 s SecoND AvENvE • New YoRK, N.Y. 10017 • TEL: 1-800-334-7026 • TEL: 21 !!-922-5129 • FAx: 212-983-63 77 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE PRESIDING BISHOP'S FUND FOR WORLD RELIEF of the EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Meeting in New York City, June 5, 1996 

WHEREAS: Racism continues to be a scourge on our nation; and 

WHEREAS: Racism in all of its manifestations is a sin against God 
and our neighbors; and 

WHEREAS: The recent series of burnings of black and multi-racial churches has brought 
this endemic evil to the world's attention; and 

WHEREAS: The Episcopal Church is responding in partnership with 
ecumenical groups. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of the Presiding 
Bishop's Fund for World Relief express its outrage and pain over these acts of 
violence, condemning the actions of the perpetrators and the cultures that 
support them; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Board of the Presiding Bishop's 
Fund for World Relief strongly recommends that the Bishops of the Episcopa 
Church take leadership by initiating actions that result in: 

(a) prayer for healing from the insidious disease of racism; 
(b) financial, human and spiritual support for the specific churches 

affected by the violence; 
(c) effective programs that will demonstrate the 

Episcopal Church's Christian solidarity with the affected churches 
through education, affirmative community action. and full participatioo 
of its members in God's church as called for in the Gospel; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Board of the Presiding Bishop's 
Fund for World Relief initiate a national effort to raise an initial $1 00,000 
for the purpose of restori~g congregational life to the affected communities. 

For more information, please contact the Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief a at 1-:800-
334-7626 ext. 5129; fax: 212-983-6377; e-mail: pb.fund@ecunet.org 
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assisunce arm ur me 
National .\ssuli:uion 
of EvangeUL'ais.l'SA 

WorldReliefl.~ 
Anhur Ev-ms Gay, Jr .. ~~xecuthe Direcror ,~J 

NEWS RELEASE 
P.O. Box WRC Wheaton IL 60189 Phone: 708-665-0235 FAX: 708-665-0129 

74457.3176@compuserve.com 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Linda Keys at (708) 665-0236, ext. 202 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JUNE 13, 1996 

AS MORE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHURCHES BURN,· 
EVANGELICAL GROUPS CALL CHURCHES TO ACTION 

WHEATON, Ill. --The National Black Evangelical Associ8.;tion, the National Association of 
Evangelicals and World Relief issued a joint Call for Action yesterday, condemning the bigotry 
and violence that lies at the root of many of the 33 fires at African-American churches in the 
South over the past 18 months. The statement calls on churches to stand united, in both word 
and deed, with the victims during these dark days, and announces that a fund has been 
established to help African-American churches rebuild. 

"The attacks against the churches are particularly abhorrent because of the rich history and role 
of the African-American church in our culture," the joint ·statement reads. "Today, these 
churches continue to be places where millions of families look for spiritual nourishment, moral 
leadership, and community life. We must do all we can to ensure that they remain havens of 
safety and peace in their communities." 

To assist churches in their rebuilding efforts, The National Black Evangelical Association and 
the National Association of Evangelicals requested that World Relief establish a specific fund for 
the victimized churches. 

"These are troubling days in America!" says Dr. Art Gay, President of World Relief. "Attacks on 
African-American churches must not go unchallenged. Evangelical churches will respond with 
funds to rebuild churches in need ... but more, to show our unity before God. When one is 
attacked, we are all hurt and violated." 

World Relief is the international assistance arm of the National Association of Evangelicals. For 
interviews with Dr. Gay; or a copy of the Call for Action, contact Linda Keys at (708) 665-0236, 
ext. 202. Interviews with Rev. Aaron Hamlin, President of the National Black Evangelical 

-Association, can be arranged by contacting (503) 288-8550. 

USA Ministries 
201Route l)\V Nurth. r.llngt.'rs, \ew York 10'J!IJ 
P.O. Box WHC, \1·:Kk. '>cw Y1)rk lll%0 
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The CSA is a joint lnstrumentBIIty 
of tho UAHC. ~& alll~atas. and lhe 
CCAR. II slrivos 10 apply Jewish 
elhlcs 10 conlempmary iSSIHIS o1 
&oclnl jusuce. religious liberly and 
world peaco. 

Cl!sirpsrson 
Evely Laser Shtensl<y 

Oirocror 
Rabbi Eric H. Yolfle 

Co-Oirecror & Counsst 
Rabbi David Sapennoin 

Director Emsrllus 
Albert Vorspan 

Assoclare Oirecror 
Rabbi Lynne Landsberg 
Rabbi Sanford SeltZer 

• 
WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM, 
lhe Federation of Temple 
Sis1emooas 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NORTH AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TEMPLE EDUCATORS 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Of CANTORS 

ASSOCIATION OF REFORM 
ZIONISTS OF AMERICA 

AAZA CANADA -
CANADIAN COUNCIL OF 
REFORM :i!IGNISTS 

gzo~ 

Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism 

SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS-CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 650-4160 FAX: (212) 650-4169 

"Rebuilding Faith in America: 
A Jewish Response to Church Burnings" 

Statement of Rabbi David Saperstein 
· Co-Director, Commission on Social Action 

of Reform Judaism 
Director, Religious Action Center 

of Reform Judaism 

Press Conference 
at the 

National Council of Churches 
June 20, 1996 

In sorrow and in solidarity, we stand today with the African 
American community, and all caring mericans, to fight the racism 
that has destroyed nearly fifty churches in the South. As Jews, we; 
know from bitter history that to strike at one's saaed places of 
worship is to strike at the heart and soul of a religir;m, a 
community, a people. The special religious, educariooal, 
comnumal, and ·moral role played by the Black C1mn:h in the life 
of the African American commuriity makes these venal acts of 
destruction particularly alanning. 

Nearly two millennia ago, we suffered the destruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem, this tragedy ranks with the Holocaust as the 
greatest tragedy of Jewish history. On July 25th, whm on the 
holiday of Tisha B 'av this event is once again remembered in 
sorrow, we are asking all Reform Jewish synagogues to include 
special prayers for the congregants and congregations in the 
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South who have suffered from this plague of violence in our own time. 

These arsons remind us as well of that night 58 years ago in Germany, the 
night called K.ristallnacht- the night of the shattered glass -when Jews saw 
the Holocaust begin with the senseless destruction of our synagogues. We 
remember all too vividly that it was apathy and indifference that encouraged 
the hate-mongers to continue. 

Thank God, America is different. Thank God, that so many from the religious 
and philanthropic communities are gathered here today to say that this 
destruction cannot - will not - be tolerated in our great nation. 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) in cooperation with 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR), representing 1~50 
rabbis, almost 900 congregations, and a total of more than 1.5 million Reform 
Jews in North America, will not stand idle. We join with the National Council 
of Churches - and commend them for their leadership in responding to this 
crisis - as well as with other religious groups to respond in our own way, 
today launching a national campaign entitled: &building Faith in America: A 
Jewish Response to Church Bll1?tings. Tills campaign will include: 

• Raising funds from our synagogues nationwide to be distributed by the 
vitally important Burned Churches Fund coordinated by the NCC; 

• asking each of our thineen regions to develop an ongoing partnership with 
one of the affected churches and to work together in addressing both the long 
term needs of the churches and common concerns of our community; 

• urging our synagogues in the affected areas to reach out to churches and 
mosques so as to form citizen coalitions that will monitor anti-religious 
activities; and 

• urging our synagogues to incorporate prayers for the affected 
congregations on Tisha B 'av. 

These efforts will be directed toward not only expressing solidarity with the 
victims of these unspeakable crimes, but toward forging all-important human 
connections between the congregants of these synagogues and the_congregants 
of these churches, as well as taking the first steps toward ensuring that suCh 
acts will not happen again. 

Contact: Mark Pelavin, 
Associate Director 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
202-387-2800 
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PRESS RELEASE 
N•tion~ A••ociation a£ ~vanvo~c~•. P.O. Box 28, WheAton, IL 60189 

!'hone: 108-&&S-0500; FAX: 108-6&5-8515: a:-II'IAil.: ..,..dial'nao.not" Wit: http://...-....nae.nat 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 13, 1996 

Contact: Maxine Hummel 
708-665-0500 

NBEA/NAE/WRPARTNER TO REBUILD CHURCHES 
As More Black Churches Burn, Evangelical Groups Call Churches to Action 

CAROL STREAM:, Ill.-The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE), the National Black Evangelical Association 
(NBEA), and World Relief issued a joint Call for Action yesterday, condei1Uling the bigotry md violence that lies at the 
root of many of the 33 fires at African-American churches in the South over the past 18 months. The statement calls on 
churches to stand united, in both word md deed, with the victims of these atrocities, md announces that a fund has been 
established to assist the rebuilding efforts of the victimized churches. 

··The attacks against the churches are particularly abhorrent because of the rich history and role of the African-American 
church in our culture," the joint statement reads. "Today, these churches continue to be places where millions of families 
look for spiritual nourislunent, moral leadership, and community life. We must do all we can to ensure that they remain 
havens of safety and peace in their communities." 

Aaron Hamlin, executive director ofNBEA. states, "The fii'e burning of African-America churches is not only appalling, 
but shows the strong existence of racism. We of the African-American community call upon all churches and organizations 
and individuals to stand together in preyer, in speaking out, in one-on-one contact with those churches affected, and in 
supporting such funds as the NBEAINAEI\Vorld ReliefPartner5hip Fund ra Rebuild the Churcht~s." 

Don Argue, president ofNAE, calls all member denominations, organizations, institutions, churches, and individuals to 
support !be Partnership Fund to Rebuild the Churches. ''Now is the time for all evangelicals to pray for peace and harmony. 
It is also the time for evangelicals to cooperate according to Christ's commandment of love and step forward to assist our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in rebuilding their churches." Argue commends Pr.esident Clinton and Senator Dole for their 
quick action regarding these tragedies. 

Argue and Hamlin both call upon all reconciliation efforts everywhere to cooperate on this continuing issue. 

To assist churches .in their rebuilding efforts, the NAEINBEA Task Force on Reconciliation requested that World Relief 
establish a specific .. fund for the victimized churches. World Relief, the international assistance arm of NAE, will work 
closely with its National Black Evangelical Association partners to ensure that contributions get to the neediest 
congregations. Donations should be sent to World Relief- Rebuild the Churches, Dept .. 8, P.O. Box WRC, Wheaton, n. 
60189, 1-800-535-LIFE. 

:>."BEA is an umbrella organization committed to unity in diversity among all Christians, with a focus of ministry specifically 
ro the African-American corrununity. 

~.-\E is a voluntary fellowship of evangelical denomine~tions, churches, organizations, institutions, and individu<~l~. 

demonstrating unity in the body of Christ by standing for biblical truth, speaking with a representative voice, and ~erving 
the evangelical community through united action, cooperative ministry, and strategic planning. 

The Call to Action of the NA.EfNBEA Ta.!ik Force: lor Reconcili<~tion may be acquired \'ia phone t708-66~-0~00l, 
fa.x (708·665-857 5 ), or the intemet.thttp://www.nae.nel) 

-30-
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA Press ReleaSe 

PRESS OFFICE: 8 EAST 79TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 • TEL (212) 570-3557 • FAX (212) 570-4005 

For Immediate Release 
June 19, 1996 

NEW YORK- Archbishop lakovos, spiritual leader of 1.5 million Greek 
Orthodox Christians in the Western Hemisphere has expressed his outrage at the 
continuing desecration and burning of churches, not only in the South, but in other 
regions of the country. 

"It is a sorrowful evidence that what we church leaden proclaim and believe 
in - religious liberty and tolerance - seem to be unrecognizable words to some, 
hopefully few, individuals who choose to act against the fundamental beliefs of our 
constitution, our Nation and our bu~anity." 

. In a letter to aU the parish~ of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in the 
United States, Archbishop Iakovos has called upon the members to demonstrate 
their faith and solidarity with the innocent, victimized American faithful and 
further declared that bigotry, bias and violent .acts must be erased once and for all 
from our Nation. 

The Archbishop also asked that special prayen be offered in all the churches 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and that the communities contribute generously 
and immediately towards rebuilding the burned out and destroyed churches. 

Contributions may be sent to: Burned Churches Fund, Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese, 8 East 79th St., New York, NY 10021. 
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ALABAMA 

(}) ·'~ ~. ~- W.D. Lewis· 
., Roure 1 Box 1630 
'-..' 

Forkland, AI. 36740 
(334)289·2399 

~ 
2; ; Arthur Coleman· 
~- ''Route 1 Box 240 A 

(205)372·9210/4499 

•Liale Zion Baptist Church 

Boligee, AL £.:,.;;;;5) 
~ 

•MI. Zoar Baptist Church 
Boligee, AL. 

·~utaw, M.. 35462 

\:, ;·_ ev. Levi Piclcens· •Mt _Zion Baptist Church p Route 2 Box 94 Bohgec, />J... 

· Eutaw, AL&~~?J'1~-Lf~~9 
.:~.l 

,'',• 
~ 

.;: c . ..t 
.'··· 

GEORGIA 

P:;")Rcv. W.J. Reid-
'V 10144 Dinah Circle 

Covington. GA 30209 
(770)786-8240 

5. Rev. Gary1'bomas 
1153 River North Cir 
Macon, GA 31211 
(912)746-8616 

-~.s·., , ·> '{ . \1 J' . LOWSIA~ 
·':J \JJ 

':~:~.· ~ Q) Rev. Ed CoiUlor· 
··]Ff 2257 Cunard Avenue 
{~J Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
:;·.~~. (504)775-5523 
:·.~.:· iY . 
. :~1· ~ 7 Rev. Roben Groce­
:·!~ V 1004 Avenue H 
.. Jt .. 
1-~--- ·: Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
r:~··. ·-· 
:~~ 
~;;~~: 
~'ii··. ,f1. 
[:;.{: 

i)~:. 

·o :;: · .. 
:~ . 
+: .·. 

8 Rev. Brisco Piem: · 
~8884 Haas St 
Clackcrman. LA 70764 
(504)687-2773 . 

9. Mr. Moses Thomas-
2196 Gore Road 
Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
(504)775-2234 

•Springfield Baptist Church 
2140 Benthany Church Rd. 
Madison. GA 
(706)342-1677 

•.Elam Baptist Church 
Jones Co., Gray, GA 

•Sv..oeet Home Baptist Church 
Za~·.LA. 

•Cypress Grove Baptist Church 
4853 Crown Avenue 
Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

•st Paul Free Baptist Church 
2064 Groom Rd. 
Baker, LA 70714 

•Thomas Chapel Benevolent Society 
Zaclwy,LA 

( 
j 

. -cr;q\CQ 
c_roo)tt~S,.. . 

11 ltcv. Terrance Mac ~· 
· Greeleyville, SC 

.. Macedonia Baptist Church 
Bloomville, S.C. 

•Mount ZioJI A.M.E. Church 
Greele)"\iJle, SC t6D:] 
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12 Ms. Ammc MUDay •st. John Baptist Church 
Save St. JobD Columbia, SC 
P.O.Box42S 
Columbia SC 29202..()425 

n:mn;ssu 
'13 Rev. Alvin Ande:son· 

2426 SteVe Drive 
Columbia., TN 38401 
(615)381-5974 

14 Rev. S.E. Brown-
441 Old Denmark Road 
Jackson. !N 38301 
(901)427-5410 

lS Rev. Daniel Donaldson· 
Rout: 5 Box 188 
M3nin, TN 382:37 
(901)784-5235 

16 Rev. Algie Jeny­
Bolivat, 'IN 38008 l (901)6.Ss-<;08S · . 

\f((f.;\... · . Dennis Lawson- · 
~46 Ashwood . · 

. Mt. Pleasant, TN 38401 I (6lS)379-3566 

v~Rev. Walter Thomas· Y 291 Ridgemont Drive 
Jac:kson, !N .38305 
(901)424-9350 

19 Rev. David Uptcn-
1503 Magnolia Ave.. 
Knoxvil.le. TN 37917 
(423)546~006 

20 Mr. James L. Jolmson 
3500 Drake R.d 
Adams. TN 37010 
(615)358-3443 

21 Rev. Willie Freeman 
20l01 Britton Spring Rd.. 

•Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
Columbia, iN 

•Macedonia Baptist Church 
Crokcn Co .. TN 

•Salem Baptist Church 
202 Leslie Scruggs Road 
Fruitland, TN. 38343 

•Mt Calvary Baptist Church 
2SS Burn=n .MillS Road 
Bolivar. TN 38008 
(90 1 )658-6611 

•Canaan A.M.E. Church Q 
Mt. Pleasant, TN 3840 1 

• Johnson Grove Baptist Church 
Madison Ca., TN 

•Inner City Church 
'2063 lUversidc Dr. 
Knoxville, TN 37917 
(423)521-4159 

•Bc:nevolcnt Lodge #210 
Adams, !N 37010. 

·' ' 

141027 



06/21/96 FRI 15:50 FAX 212 870 2817 NCCUSA OGS 
w~.~-~.~.-,o- r"""• ..., __ .. • -·· 

Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vand~liao:C!d 

•nus CHURCH WE LEARNED OF THIS w:EJ:K. THEY HAVE HAD LlULE U' ANY MEDIA COVERAGE. 

TliE DEACON WAS UNWU..LIN'G TO I"BOVJJ):E A TELEPHONE ~JtR FOil THE .l"AS'I"OR BlJl" 'WJLL ASK 

THE: PASTOR TO CALL US. THERE .REI"OKTEDLY WERE FlV.E FEll CAllS AT THE SITE YESTERDAY. 

Name of Chur~h CanB.Bn Ra.ptist Chureh Rotlnd 0, SC 

P~stonName Rev. Harry Jenkins . Address Phone 

Church Offic:en? Chairman Deacon Walter Cockn:lm 803 S49-7536 

How old ill th~ cbu.-ch? Established more than too years ago. Presl!:nt structure built in 

1971 

Number of members? 400 on church roll 

Date and· Time Burned I Vaodaliud? Weak of June 17, 1996 

Was the church insu.-ed? :By Whom? 

E~~enr of da.m.age to the church? 

MateriaJs I E:~plosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? Colleton Sbi!:I'iffDepa.rtro.ent 

HAve you rebuilt? Status: 

Does the thun::h have a rebuilding fund? 

Narne of contact pe~on orher than pastor? 

.Address for church fund? 

STatal n.am.111ge Aanount 

S Insuranct:~ 

~ Gifts Received 

S Estin:latc:d Replacement Cost 

4 

Telephone 

~018 

/ 



06/21/96 FRI 12:37 FAX 212 870 2817 NCCUSA OGS 

Center for Democratic Renewal. Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

N arne of Chur-ch Friendship Missionary Baptist Church P, 0. Box: 777 Columbia, TN 

38401 (Actual): 1239 Witherspoon Rd., Columbia, TN 

PastonName Rev_ Alvin Anderson- 2426 Steve Drive Columbia, TN 38401 

Telephone 615 381-5974 

Church Officers? Deacon Danny Gibbs Spring Hill, TN. 615-591-7269 

How old is the church? Established around 1896, standing since ·1924, Over 80 years old 

Number of tnembers?4~0 members on church roll, regular attendance between 175-225 

Dare and Time Burned I Vaodalized? Burned January 29, 1995 Around 9:00p.m. 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? Churches Mutual Nashville, TN 

Extent of damage to the church? Insurance Company estimated a.t $20,00 

Materials I Explosives Used? Molotov Cocktail 

Wbo did the investigation? Jerry Dickey State Fire Marshal along with FBI 

Have you r-ebuilt? Yes Starus:Tcying to build new additions; FeJlowship Hall and 

classrooms_ 

Does the dlurch have a r-ebuilding fund? No 

Name of contact person other than pastor? Deacon Andrew Claude Co-~hair Deaoon 

Board Telephone 6]5 38l-S736 

Address for chunh fund? Church address, c/o Deacon Tim Ware, Church Treasurer 

$Total Damage Amount Estimated at $20,000 

S Iosuranc:e $20,000 

.$ Gifts Received $1,000 

S Estimated Replacement Cost with volunteer assistan~ Around $12,000 

06/2l/96 7:54:21 AM 
25 
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TALXrNG POINTS ON CHURCH riRES AND ACTI OP D2SECRATION 

• INVESTIGATION OF PI~S AND INCinENTS QP DESECRATION AT 
HOUSF.S OF WORSHIP AR~ A TOP PRIORI~ OP THE ADMINISTRATION. 

• WE ARE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE RECENT RASH OP 
CHURCH FIRES, MANY OF WHICH HAVE TARGE'I'ED BI.aACK CHURCHES IN 
THE SOOTH. THERE HAVE :BEEN MORE FIRES IN 't'w.il PIR-6-T 5 MONTHS 
C'F THIS YEAR, 'rfiAN IN 1'HE PREVIOUS"" 5 YEARS COMBINED. 

1... 

• THE CHURCH IS OFTEN MORE THAN JUST TH!i WCATION THE 
COMMUNITY MEETS TO ~O~SHIP. IT IS THE SPI~ITUAL C~NTER OF 
'Tr."'E COMMUNITY. TO DI!:STROY A CHURCH IS TO CHIP AWAY AT THE 
VFRY FOUNDATION OF THE COMMUNITY. 

• WITH WELL OVER 200 FBDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL INVESTIGATORS 
A~~IVF.LY ASSIGNED TO THESE INVES~IGATIONS, THIS IS THE 
~J"~~GEST. CURRENT CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION AND ONE OF THE 
L~~GEST FEDERAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS OF ANY KIND. IN A 
~~~ER OF INC!OENTS, TASK FORCES OF FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL 
A~~ORITIES HAVE 92EN ESTABLISREO. 

• T.~IS ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO SOLVING EACH OF TYSSE 
CRIMES AGAINST CHURCHES. WE NAVE FORMALIZED A PROCESS TRAT 
BAS D.EEN WORKING INFORMALLY FOR MONTHS, APPOINTING A '!'ASK 
FC~CE TO COORDINATE THE MULTirAGENCY INVESTIGATION BY TaE 
J"'JSTICE AND TREASURY DEPARTMENTS, AS WELl, AS THE FBI AND 
ATF. THE TASK FORCE WILL BE CHAIRED BY TH~ ASSISTANT 
~TTO~ GENERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, DEv.AL PATRICK, AND 
A8SISTANT TREASURY SECRETARY ~AMES JOHNSON. 

e s::-1CE 1990, WE HAVE ACTIVELY INVESTIGATED FIRES AND 
:~CIDENTS OF DESECRATION AT 60 DIFFERENT HOUSES OF WORSHIP 
LOCATED IN 15 STA~~S ACR~UNTRY. IN MOST INSTANC~S, 
TqE INVESTIGATIONS HAVE BEEN HANDLED COOPERATIVELY BY ATF, 
FBI, STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

• OF THE GO INCIDENTS, 20 HAVE 9EEN SOLVED: 

8 HAVE RESULTED IN SUCCESSFUL FEDERAL PROSECUTIONS AND 
RAVE BEEN CLOSED. 

5 INCID~NTS ~VE RESULTED IN SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTIONS BY 
LOCAL OFFICIALS AND THE CASES ARE CLOSED. 

LOCAL CHARGES .HAVE BEEN FILBD IN 5 OTHER INCIDENTS. 

TWO INVESTIGATIONS WERE CLOSED AFTER IT WAS DISCOVERED 
THAT THE FIRES WERE ACCIDENTAL. 

• t-.~ H~VE INVBSTIGA~D FIRES AT 22 AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES 
'!SIS ~ ALONE, A TOTAL OF 39 SINCE 1990. 

\lQ ~ ~\qC{S 
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Summary of Administration Response to Church ·Arson 

o Visited Church Burning Site in Greeleyville (June 12) 

o Meeting with Governors (June 19) .....__ 

o Supplemental and Transfer/Reprogramming Requests of Congress 

- Treasury/ATF supplemental (done in House) 
- DOJ reprogramming (status· ?) 
- DOJ transfer authority -Bureau of Justice Assistance (status ?) 
- HUD loans (done -- in Arson Prevention Act) 

o FEMA efforts(announced at Prayer Breakfast June 26) 

- National Arson Prevention Clearinghouse/toll free hotline 

- additional funds from existing programs (coordinated with OMB -
status ?) 

o Announcement of $6 million BJS assistance package (July 2) 

o Signed Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996 (July 3) 

-Thank you to Congress Event (July 10) 

o New Announcements for July 10? 
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Canter for Democratic Ronewal. Black Church Questionnare 
'Fil"ehombed Burned, Vand~ti;Rd 

Name of Church Cypress Grove Baptist Church AddJ"e~s 
Pastors Name Rev. Robert L. Groce 4853 Crown Avenue Baton Rogue LA 70807 

Phone 

Church Officers? 

How old i.s the church? 

Number of members? 

Date and Time Bumed I Vandalized? 

Wu the church jnsured? By Whom? 

Extent of damage to the chul'cb? 

MatErials I Explosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? 

Have you rebuilt? Status; 

Does the chur~h have a rebuilding fund? 

Name, of contact person other tban pastor? Telephone 

Address for church fund? 

STotaJ Damage Amount 

$ ln!'lurance 

$ Girts Received 

S Estimatecl RepJa.cenu:nt Cm1t 

AUNABLE TO CONTACT 

6 

141017 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnara 
P'ircbomhcd Burn~d, Vandali.&.ed 

Name of Church Mt. Zion Arne Church P.O. Box 389, Greeleyville, SC 29056 
Phone 803 426·2495 
Paston NameRev. Terrence G. Mackey, Sr. 7911 Elderbeny N. Charleston, SC 
29418 Phone 803 767-7674 

Church Officers? Sis. Johnnie M. Burgess, (Pastor's Steward) Rtc. I Box 236. Greeleyville, SC 
29056 803 426-2012 
How old is the church? Established 1966 

Number or members? 150 

Da[L": and Time Burned I Vandalired? Burned, June 20, 1995 approximately 5:00a.m. 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? Southern Mutual Church Insurance 

Company, P.O. Box 9346, Columbia, SC 29290-0346 

Extent of damage to tbe church? Totally destroyed 

Materiab I Explosives Used? Unknown 

Who did rhe Investigation? Williamsburg Fire Department, FBI, ATF 

Have you rebuilt? Yes Status;CompJc:te except parking lot and making property safe for 

children 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name of.contact person other than pa.dor? Sis. Johnnie Burgess (Same as Above) 

Address for chnrcb fund? Bank ofGreel~JJe, P.O. Box, GreeleyviJle, SC 

STatal Damage Amount S 

5 Insura.nce $100,000 

S Gifts Received $40,000 

$ Estimated Repla~ement Co.!lit S225·,ooo 

Fax 11 
06121196 7:54:ll AM 

Fax r 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

~tNO RETURN CALL 

Na.me of Churtb Thomas Chapel Benelovent Society Hall 2196 Gore Road, Baton 

Rogue, LA (A meeting haU operated by the AME Church) 

Pastors Name Mr. Moses Thomas Addr~s Phone 504 775·2234 

Church Officers? 

How old is the church? 

Number of memben? 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? 

Was rhe t:hurch insured? By Whom? 

Extent of damage to the chun:h? 

Materials/ Explosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? 

Hal'e you rebuilt? Status: 

Does the church have .a rebuilding fund? 

N arne~ of. contact penon other than pastor? Telephone 

Address for church fund? 

STatal Damage Amount 

Slnsurance 

S Gifts Retejved 

S Esrimated Replacement Cost 

06/21196 7:54:21 AM 2 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, V~ndalized 

Ar.A'-.r:uu1 WJLL. ~U1'~~'1Al:"1 '1$ l'Al!fi"U.K ~U ASK HIM TO TELEPHONE US. THE :PASTOR WORKS IN 

urUDLIC CERVICE FOit 'l"II.E COUNT'!!.".'" 

Nau1c of Cl1uu::b Ml. PltJH.SiiTlt Missionary Baptist Church L:omnth <.:ounty1 MS 

PJ~ston Name Rev. Dilworth, (Fint na.me unknown) 

Church Ofticen? 

How old is the c:hunh? 

Number of members? 

Date and Time Burned I Vandali~ed? Bumed1 June 17, 1996 between 9 & 10:00 p.m. 

Was the church insured? By Whom? 

Extent of damage ro the church? Destroyed 

Materials I ~:s:plosives Used? 

Who did the in\l"estigation? 

Have you rebuilt? Status: 

Does the ~burch have a rebuilding fund? Va 

Name, of conlact penon other than pastor? Telephone 

Address for. church fund? Resurrect.inn Fnnrl, r-./o NRtion.al Bank ofCom.rncrcc., f.04 J?~Jw,uJCI 

Sllt:it:~L, Colinth, MS J8Z5J4 

$Total Damage Amount 

$Insurance 

$Gifts Received 

$Estimated Replar:emenr Cost 

06t21196 7:54:.21 AM 3 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

•TIUS CHURCH WE LEARNED OF TlUS WEEK. THJtY HAVE HAD UTTLJt IF Al'iY MEDIA COVERAGE. 

111E DEACON WAS UNWILLING TO PROVlDE A TELEPHONE NUM.BER FOR TilE .PASIOR BU'f WILL ASK 

THE PASTOR TO CALL us. THE.RE REPOIUiDLY WERE FIVE FBI CARS AT THE SITE YESTERDAY. 

Name of Church Canaan Baptist Church Round 0, SC 

P:~stors Name Rev. Harty Jenkins Address Phone 

Church Offic:erl!l? Chairman Deacon Walter Cocklum 803 549-7536 

How old is the churc:h? Established more than 100 years ago. Present structure built in 

1971 

Number of membei'S? 400 on church roll 

Date and Time Burned I VandaUzed? Week of June 17, 1996 

Was the chur~:h insured? By Whom? 

Estenl of damage to the church? 

Materials I .Ezplosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? Colleton SheriffDepartment 

Have yon rebuilt? Status: 

Doc:s rbe church have a rebuilding fund? 

Name or contact person other thaD pastor? Telephone 

Address for church fund? 

STotal Damage Amount 

$Insurance 

$ Gifts Received 

$ E.:dimatcd Replacement Cost 

06f2.ll96 7:54:2 I AM 
4 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Fir-ebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church First Thankful Baptist CburchEstilJ SC 803 625·4108 

Pastors NameRev. Bennie Lee Campbell Rte. 1, Box: 1373 Round 0. SC 29474 

Phone 803 835·2013 

Churr:h Ofti.c:ers? Frs.n.k Former, 803 625-2235; Robert Former, 803 625-3122, Verdell 
Johnson, Betty Manuel, church secretary, Dea. WiUingham Corn. 803 625-3764; Willie Sanders, 
James Witliams. VerdeH Johnson, financial secrt::ta.ry. 
How old is the c.hurc:h? 122 years old 

Number of members? 490 members on church roll 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? Burned, February 18, 1996, between 6:00 -7:00 
p.m. 
Was the church in!lured? Yes By Whom? Farm Bureau, Columbia, SC 

Extent of damage to tbe cburcb? All wood work burned and blocks. 

Materials I Explosives Used? Fire department claims fLre was (;aused by the gas furnace 
Who did the investigation? Hampton County Fire Chief 

Have you rebuilt? Staned StatuJ:AII work stopped when bank loan was not approved 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name of contatt person other than pastor? Dea. Willingham Com80J 625-3764 

Address ror church fund? First Thankfu1 Baptist Church, c/o Dea. Willingham Com, Rte. 2, 
Box lOS, Pineland. SC 29934 
SToral Darnage Amount $200,000 

$ InsuJ"ance $45,800 

§ Gifts Received $25,000 

S Estimated Replacernent Cost 

NOTE: This is a church that we learned ~out ~ust this week. They have wondered why they 
have not been contacted by anyone, espectally smce the .President visited Greeleyville. 

06/.ll/96 7:54:21 AM s 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Fjrcbombed Burned, Vand'tlized 

Name of Church Cypress Grove Baptist Church Address 
Pastors Name Rev. Robert L. Groce 4853 Crown Avenu.e Baton Rogue LA 70807 

Phone 504 358-0491 

Church Officers? 

How old is the church! 

Number of members? 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? 

Was the church insured? By Whom? 

Extent of darnage to the ch un:h? 

Materials I Explosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? 

Have you rebuUt? Status! 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? 

Name, of contact person other than pastor? Telephone 

Address for church fund? 

STotal Damage Amount 

$ Insurance 

S Girts Received 

$ Estimated Replacement Cost 

•UNABLE TO CONTACT 

061211967:S4:21 AM 6 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of ChUrl!b St. Paul Free Baptist Church 2068 Groom Rd. Baker LA, Mailing 

Address P.O. Box 748 Baker, LA 70714 

Paston1 Nllllle Rev. Briscoe Pierre 58884 Haase St. Plaquemine, LA 70764 

Phone 

Church Officers? Deacon Mitchell Tate, 504 654-3666
1 
Deacon Major Sept, 504 775-8284, 

Dr. Ernest Sept, Church Secrete.ry, 504 774-7671, 1931 College Avenue, Baker, LA 70714 

How old is [he church? Over 100 years old 

Number of members? About 200 on church roll 

Date and Tirne Burned I Vandalized? Burned panially, February 1, 1996, EarJy A.M. 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? All Star Insurance Co., Baton Rogue, 

LA 

.Extent of damage to the church? Partial fire damage, bad smoke damage 

Materials I Explosives Used? Newspapflr and matches 

Who did the investigation? Baker Fire Department, FBI, ATF 

Have you rebuilt? 

Does tbe chunb have a rebuilding rund? No 

Name of conta~t person other tban putor? 
·Earnest Sept.(see above officers) 
Addnss for church fund? N/A 

$Total Damage Amount $5000 

S Insurance $1344.02 

$ Gifts Recei\'ed $1700 

$ Estimated Replacement Cost About$5000 

06121/96 7:S4:2l AM ., 

Status: Completely repaired 

Bra Major Sept or Bro. Mitchell Tate, Dr. 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Mt. Zion Daptist Churc.h Boligee, AL 

Pasto" Name Rev. Levi Pickens Rte. 2, Box 94 Eutaw, AL 35462 

Phone 205 372-4339 

Church Officen? Deacon Charlie Means, 205 336-8017, Senioc, Dea. Dea. Isaac Abta.ham, 

205 372-3118 

How old i.11 the church? Over 50 years old 

Number of membus? 35 members on church roll 

Date and. Time Burned I Vandalized? Burned December- 2.2, 1995, about 1!00 p.m. 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? Alfa Insurance, Eutaw, AI.. 

Extent of damage to the church? Totally destroyed. 

Materials I Explosives Used? Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Fire Marshall, FBI 

Have you rebuilt? Status: In the process of installing roof 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes, Green County Church Emergency Fund 

Name of contact penon other than pastor? Bro. Charlie Means 205 336-8017 

Address for cburch fund? Citizens Federal Savings Bank or Merchants and Farmers Bank, 

Eutaw, AL 

$Total Damage Arnount 

S Insur11nce 

S Gifts Received About $600.00 from local churches 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $110,000 

0612V96 7:54:21 AM 8 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

N•me of Church St. John Baptist Church Old State Rd. Dixiana, SC 

Pastors Na:rneRev_ John Sheppard, 3064 Princton .Road, c/o Dea. Willie E. Simmons, Sr. West 

Colqmbia, SC 29169 

Asst. Pastor Rev. Patricia Lowman P.O. Box 844 Eastover, SC 29044 803 776-4433 

Churc:b Officers? Deacon Willie E. Simmons, Senior Deacon 

How old is the chu..-ch? Established 1765 

Number of members? lOS members on church roll 

Dare and Tirne Burned I Vandalized? Burned August 15, 1995, around 5:30 or 6:00AM 

Was the church insured? No ByWhom? N/A 

Extent of damage to the church? Totally destroyed 

Materials I Explosives Used? Suspect Firebombs 

Who. did tbe investigation? Cayce Fire Department, SLED, Arson Explosive Section 

Have you rebuilt? No Status: In the process of acquiring right-of-way that would 

provide more visibility when church is rebuilt. 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name of contact per-son other than pastor? Deacon WilliE'! E. Simmons. 803 755-3376 or 
Amm.ie Muray, 803 791-9222 or Tim McConnell, 803 733-8100 
Address for church fund? Victory Savings B~k:, do Tim McConnell, President, 1545 Sumter 
Street, Columbia, SC 29201 
STotaJ Damage Amount 585,000 

S Insurance $0 

$ Gifts Received $51,000 

S Estimated Replacement Cost SlOO,OOO 

06121/96 7:54:21 AM 9 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalil!ed 

Name of Church Hammond Grove Baptist Church No. Augusta, SC (Revised) 

Paston Name Rev. Bobby Hankerson P.O. Box 6745 N. Augusta, SC 29841 

Church Officers? Dea. Dock Abraham Chair Dea Bd.; Sis. Marilyn Abraham,· Adm. Sec. 

How old is the church? 126 Years old 

Number of members~ 32S 

Date and Time Burned I VandaJized? Vandalized, ~ch 8&9, 1996. Morning hours 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? Southern Mutual, Columbia 

Extent of damagP. t.n thP. t"hurc:h? $24,000 

Materials I Explosives Used? Sprayed fire extingushier chemical, poured liquid soap in 

computers and electronic equipment 

Who did the investigation?· Aiken County Sheriffs Department 

Have you rebuilt? Yes Status: Complete 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? No 

Name of contacr person other than p:tstor? Mrs. Marilyn AbfH.hwn, church scaetary 80:2 

441~8209 

Address for church fund? N/A 

$Total Damage Amount 524,000 

S IIJ.sura.nce $23,500 

$??.?? 

$ Estimated Replacement Cost $24,000 

06121/96 7:54:21 AM 10 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Rosemary Baptist Church Barnwell County 

Pastors Name Rev. Aiken Ruth P.O. Box 69- Varnville. SC 29944 

Pbone 803 943-4069 

Church Officen? Bro. Eric Myers, 2555 Fuller Pond Road, Barnwell, SC 29812, 

803 259-5119 

How old is tbe tbunh? About 116 Years Old 

Number of members? lOS on church roll 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? Burned about 7:00p.m., April13. 1996 

Was the church insuRd? Yes By Whom? Southern Mutual Church I~s., 

Columbia SC 

Exlent of damage to the church? Inside damage mainly to the pulpit and vestibule areas. 

Materials/ Explosives Used? "Diesel fuel." 

Who did the investigation? ATF 

Have you rebuill'! No Staru5:WJ.ll relocate, exact date unknown 

Does the cbul'ch have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name, of contact person other than pastor? Bro. Eric Meyers 803 259-.S 119 

Address for church fund? 2555 Fuller Pond Road BamweU, SC 29Sl2 

STatal Damage Amount $92,000 

S Insuran~e $86,687 

S Gifts Received $8300.00 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $180-$190,000 

Olinl/516 7:54:21 AM 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Mt. Calvary Baptist Church P.O. Box 213. Boliva.r, TN 38008 

Pastors Narne Rev. Algie Jarrett 279 Burnett Mill Rd.IP.O. Box 213Address 

Phone 901 658-6085 

Church Officers? Bro. Horace Jarrett, 901 658-7388; Bro. Nelson Herb. 901 658-8579 

How old is the chur-ch? About 60 years old. 

Number of members? 200 members on church roll 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? Burned January Jl, 1995 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? Preferred Risk, Memphis, TN 

F.~tiP.nt nf d,.,mage to the church? Totclly destroyed 

Materials I Explosives Used? Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Bolivar Fire Department, FBI, ATF 

Have you rebuilt? Yes Status: Almost finished 

Does the church bave a. rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name, of ~ontact person otber than paslor? Robct Jarrett, Trustee 901 658-4091 

Address for church fund? P.O. Box 213. Bolivar. TN. 38008 

$Total Damage Amount $60,000 

$Josuronc:e sss,ooo 

S Gifts Received $SOOO 

S Estimated ·Replacement Cost $120,000 

06flli967:S4:2l AM 13 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

NJtm., of Church Caanan AME Church Mt. Pleasant. TN 

Pastors Name Rev. Dennis Lawson ~04t; Ashwood Mt. Pleasant, TN 38401 

Phone 615 379-3566 

Church Offic:erB? 

How old is tbe church? 

Number of members? 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? 

Was the church insured? By Whom? 

Extent of damage to the church? 

Materials I Explosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? 

Have you rebuilt? Status: 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? 

Name, of cont.qct person other than pasror? TElephone 

Address for church fund? 

STotal Damage Amount 

S Gifts Received· 

$ Estimated Replacement Cost 

"UNABLE TO CONTACT 

06121/96 7;S4:,;n AM 14 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnara 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Little Zion Baptist Church Addres.s Rte, 1 Box 171 Boligee, _AL 35443 

Pastors Name Rev. W.O. Lewis Rte. 1 Box 1630 Forkland AL 36740 Phone 334 289-2399 

Church Officers? Deacons. Ed H. Caner 205 336-8698~Henry T.Carter 20S 336-8637;Henry 

Smith, 205 336-8409 Jonas Smothers, 205 336-8512 Chair Dca. Bd. Tommy Bell205 336 8409; 

Leroy Smjth, 20S 336 8799 

How old is the church? More than 1 00 years old 

Number of members? 75-100 members on church roll!! 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? January 11, 1996 about 8-9:00 p.m. 

Was the church insured? Ye11 By Whom? Alfa Insurance, Eutaw, AI.. 

Extent of damage to the church?Tota.lly Destroyed 

Materials I E:z;plosives Used! Unknown 

Who did the in,estigation? FBI, ATF 

Have you rebuih? Y£s Status! Walls almost up should be finished by August. 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name, of contact person other than pastor? Deacon Leroy Smith~ 20S 336-8799 

Address for thurcb fundl' Church Address c/o J.C. Smor.hers 

STatal Damage Amount $ 

S Insuran~e $90,000, plus $18,658 O~d $9000 on mortgage. did not pay for pews or 

organ 

S Gift1 Received $28,000 

S Estimated :R..eplacemenr Cost $216,700 

06121/95 7:54:21 AM 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Chun:h Gteater Missionary Baptist Church P.O. Box 2866, Clarksville, TN 

37042 

Pastors Name Rev. WiJlie Freeman 201 Britton Spring Road Clarksville 37042 

Phone 61 S 647-4643 

Chur.:h Officers?Dea. Fra.nkli.n Mcfadden, Chair Deacon Ministry, 615 648-2571; Bro George 

Smith, Chair Trustee Ministry,615 647-1648; Sis. Jerlean Peters, Church Sec.615 645-5637 

How old is the church? 3 Years 

Number of members? 3]0 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? Augu:it 4, 1994, 3:00-4:00 a..m. 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? Church Mutual. NashYiUe, TN 

Extent of damage to the church? Minimal Damage 

Materials I Explosives Used?Gasolim:: poured into vent bla~e extinguished by Fire Department 

Wbo did the investigation? JBI, Clarksville, Jerry Hodges, Agent 

Ha-ve you rebuilt? Yes Statqs: Complete 

Dues the church have a rebuilding fund? Building Fund 

Name of contact penon other than pastor? Rev. Tommy Martin, Sr. 615 431-9954 

Address for church fund? Church Address 

$Total Damage Amount $0 

S Insurance SO 

S Gifts Received $1000. 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $0 

06121/96 7:54::21 AM 16 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned~ Vandalized 

Name of Church Sweet Hotne Baptist Church : Sunshine Road Baker, LA 

Pastors Name Rev. Ed Connor . 22S7 Cunard Ave. N. Baton Rogue, LA 

Phone 

Church Officers? Deacon Allen Barrow Chairman~ Sis. Irma Barrow, Church Secretary 

How old is the church?Established in 1934 

Number of members? Churth roll, SS 

Date and Tlme Burned I Vandalized? Burned down twice before, First fire 1976, February l, 

1996, minor damage estimated time between 1:00 a.m. and 5 p.m 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? State Farm Insurance 

E:~tent of damage to the church? Minor damage, 

Materials I E~plosive5 Used? Molotov Co~kta.il 

Wbo did the inve.ttigation? FBI, B-utch B~owning --Arson Task For<;e 

Have you nbuilt? Plan to repair damaged areas and add-on a few feet to the back of the 

church. St.lltus: In the process ofhaving blueprints drawn 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Normal building fund 

Name, of contact penon other than pastor?Mrs. Mary Barrow, Church Histo~an; 504 775-

2917, 

Address for cbur~:h fund? 2220 Cunard c/o Mrs. Irma Barrow, Baton Rogue 70807 

$Total Damage Amount Estimated at about $3800.00 

$ lnsul'ance $3000.00 

S Gifts Received Between $6500.00 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $3800.00 

06121/~6 7:S4:21 AM 
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Center for Democratic Renewal. Black Church Questiannare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Rising Star Baptist Church Greensboro, AL 

Pastors Na.me Rev. Willie Coleman Address 

Phone 

Chunh Officers? 

How old is the church? 

Number of members? 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? 

Was the church insured? By Whom? 

Extent of damage to the church? 

Material! I Explosives Used? 

Who did the investigation? 

Have you rebuilt? Status: 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? 

Name, of contact person other than putoa"? Td~pbuoc 

Address for ehurch fu,.d? 

STotaJ Damage Amount 

S lmurance 

$ Gifls Received 

S Estimated Replacement Cost 

~UNABLE TO REACH 

06121196 7:54:21 AM 
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Center far Demoeratle Renewal, Black Church Questionnara 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name ofChurcb Butler Chapel AME Nonh Rd. Off Hwy. 178 

Paston Name Rev. Patrick Mcllerson 4350 Christine DJ:"ive Sumpter, SC 

Phone 803 481-2875 

Cburch Officers? Mr. James Mack, Steward. 803 534-2200; Mr. Marion Mack, 803 536-

4572 

How old is the church? Over 100 years old. 

Number of members? 125 on church roll 

Date and Time Bumed I Vandalized? Burned, March 31, 1996, about 8:00 p.m. 

Was the church insured? Yes, $50,000, Structure, $20,000 Contents By Whom? Seiliels 

Bruce/ Generali U.S. Branch (Orangeburg. Ins.) 

Extent of damage to the church? Total Loss 

Mal:erials I Explosives Used? Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Wolfton Fire Depatment 

Have you rebuilt? No Status: Purchased land at another site 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name of contact penon other than pastor? Bro. Marjon Mack 803 S34-4385 

Address for church fund? C/0 Bro. Marion Mac;k or the pastor; 2171 Atlantic Ave. 

Orangeburg, SC 29115 

STotal Damage Amo~tnt Sl7S,OOO 

$Insurance $71,000 

S Gifh Received $5000 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $250,000 

06n.V95 7:54::Zl AM 19 
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Center for Democratic Renewal. Slack Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Chur~h Macedonia Baptist Churt;h Crockett County, TN 

Pastors Name Rev. S. E. Brown 441 Old Denmark Rd. Jackson, TN 38.101 

Phone; 901 427-5410 

Church Officers?Trea. Dca. Lymon Miller. 901 663-2089; Sec. Sis. Margaret McKinney 901 

668-3245 

How old is the chur~h? 74 Years Old 

Number ofmemben? Ahnnt 200 memhers on church roll 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized?Burned, January 13, 1995 approx. 4:00a.m. (Fri.) 

Was the church in!iured? Yes By Whom? State Farm Insurance (Company dropped the 

church, in March). 

Extent of damage to the cburcb?Totally destroyed. 

Materials/ Explosives Used? Accelerant, 3 containers found in church, chemical not identified 

\Vho clicl the in,.cstigation? Dc:ll County Local f'irc. Dc.partmc.J1t, Lc.c IIickmAn. f'u.:; CIJir:;fFBI, 

ATF. Fire investigator for State Fann 

Ha,e you rebuilt? Yes Status: Building is Up, need to finish the kitchen. bathrooms, 

parking lot, replace organ, glass in front of churc;h and there is no insulation in at all. 

Does tbe church have a rebuilding fund? No 

Name. of contact pe.-1on other than pastor?Churc;h Treasurer Telephone: 901 661-2089 

Address for church fund?Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church. r;,/o Rev. S.E. Brown 

STotal Damage Amount $225,000 $ lnsuran~e $126,000 $ Gifts Received 

About $10,000 S E!itimated Replacement C.n.t $.7.7S.OOO 
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C:vuler roa· Democratic rtcnawal, Blaok Church Queationnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name ufChurcb Mt. Zoa.r Dapti:~ot Church 

Pastors Name Rev. Arthur Coleman-- Rte. 1 Box 240A Eutaw, Alabama 35462 

Phone: 205 372-9210 

Church Offic:en?Dea. Bobby Davis 205 336-8733, SeGretary Sis. Mary Williams 20S 372-2580 

How old is the church? Established in early 1902 

Number of members? 40 members on roll 

Date and T•me Burned I Vandalized? The night of January 11. 1996, time unknown 

Was the church Insured? Yes By WhuDI! Mt:niwt:Lht:t ln:~ulbll~, Euww, AR 

E:lr.tent of damage to the church? Totally destroyed, suspicion of arson 

Materials/ Explosi~es Used? · Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Fire Marshall and Attorney General Green County Sheriff Lorenza 

F rench(Deputy) 

Have you rebuilt? Yes Sbtus: In process of building rafter, starting on rooftoday 

Does the church have a l"ebuilding fund? Yes Green County Emergency Church Fund 

Name of contad penon other than pastor? Rev. Levi Pickens, President, Emergency Fund 

Does the church hsv11 q rebuilding fund? Green County Emergency Churc-h Fund 

STotal D:uru1ge Amount $60,000 

Q; .ln3ua•anc11'l :SlJ,OOO 

$ Gif'ui Received $40,000 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $180 000 
. ' 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Ch.ucch New.Hope Missionary Baptist Church Lc:c: Coqnty, Arkansas Moro, 

AR 72368 

Pastors NameRev. Spencer Brown, 1037 Lee County Rd. 407 Marianna, AR 72360 

Phone 501 295-6329 

Churdl Oflicet!I?Dcacon Robert Scott, 4752 Lee County Rd. 119, Moro, AR 72368
1 

Treas. SOl 

768-4674; Dea. Alexander Ha.nsbercy 5369 Lee County Rd. 119 72368-501 768-4696 

How old is tbe church? Established 108 years old, Renovated and rebuilt 20 years ago 

Number of members? 70-75 

Date and Time Burned /Vandalized? Burned, January 22, 1996, Before daylight, 2-2:30 a.m. 

Was the church insurw,d? Yes By Whom? FZliiil Bureau Insura.ntJe, Hwy. I& 79, 

Marianna, AR 

Edent of damage to the church? Total loss 

Marerials I Explosives Ul!led? Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Fire Department, FBI 

Have you rebuilt? Y cs, started Status:Top on, getting air and headng installed 

Does the c::hurch have a rebuilding fund? No 

Name, of contact per,ou other than pastor? Deacons above. 

Addrufii for chur<:h fund? Either deacon or the pastor, New Hope MB Church 

$Total Damage Amount Almost $200.000 

S ln!!lurance $71 000 
' 

S Gifts Received SLeslj than Sl 000 

S Estimued Replac::ement Cosc $100 000 
• 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questlonnare 
Firflbombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church C'.o.nne.ll Rd Tigrett, TN 

Pastors Name Rev. Paul Lusby 445 Potts Chapel Phone 901 424-6943 

Church Officer't' Bro. Mack: Bellefont Chair ofDcacon Board & Treasurer Mrs, Gloria 

Johnson, Fjnancial Secretary 

Phone: 901 677-2392 

How old is the church? Amo5t 100 years old, records date back to 193 9 

Number ofmernbers? On Church Roll, 15 

Date and Time Burned I Vandaliud'!Burned May 14, 1996, between 12:30 and 1:00 p.m. 

Was the church insured? Yes By Whom? White And Associates, Dyersburg, Paid: No 

Extent of damage to the church? Totally destroyed 

Materials I Explosives Used! Unknown 

Who did the investigation? FBI 

Have you rebuilt? No Status: Just got the OK from the ingurance company to 

dear the lot. 

Does the thurch have a rebuUding fund? Yes 

Name of contact penon other than pastor? Mrs. Hattie Bellcfont 

'relephone: 901 677-4193 

Address church fund? Mt. PJeas8Ilt Baptist t./o Bank of Friendship, Friendship, TN 38034 

$Total Damage Amount $47,000 

S Insurance ssooo Contents; $1 S,OOO Building 

$ Gifts Rec:eived $3.603 

S Estimated Replacement Cost $55-60,000 

05121196 7:54:21 AM 
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Center tor Democratic Renewal, Black Chu~h Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned, Vandalized 

Name of Church Salem Baptist Church P.O. Box 804 Humboldt, TN 38343 -Actual 

Location of Church 202 Leslie Scruggs Road , Fruitland, TN 

Pastors Name ltev. I>atrieli>onwJdson Rte. 5 Box 188 Martin, TN 38237 

Phone 901 587 6118 

Church Officers Bro. Lincoln Burnett 901 787-6567, Chair Deacon Board 

Sis. Barbara Waldon, Church Sec. 901 855 9187 

How old is the church!Established 1872, Building built a.round 1900. Brick Structure 

Number of members? 65 Church roHs -- Average attendance 40 

Date and Time Burned I Vandalized? Burned December 30) 1995 - Appro'(:. 9; 1 S p.m. 

_Was the cbun:h insured? Yes By Whom? Preferred Risk, Paid $188K 

Extent of damage to the church? Total Loss 

Materials I Explosives Used? Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Gibson County Fire Marshall, FBI, ATF 

Have you rebuilt? Started to rebuild Status: About 30% 

Does the church have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name, of tonta.ct person other than pastor?Chair of Deacon Board or Church Secretary 

Address for church fund? Same as Church; P.O. Box 804, Humboldt, TN 38343 

$Total Damage Amount $475.ooo 

S Insuranc:e $188,000 

$ Gifts Received Approximately $50, ooo 

s Estimated Replacement Cost S47S.OOO 

0<5/21/96 7:S4:21 AM 
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Anti-Defamation LeagtJe -
1Ton-connecficutAvenue,' NW 
Suite 1020 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202.452.8320 Office 
202.296.2371 Fax 

Abraham __ . _ oxman?;Nationa~ Director 
Jess Hordes, Washington Director 

• The Anti-Defamation League (ADL), founded in 1913, is a national Jewish 
organization that combats prejudice and anti-Semitism and promotes civil rights. 
This group is comprised of Democratic and Republican influential Jewish leaders 
from across the country. 

Issues: 

•Fighting Anti-Semitism 
•Combating hate & bigotry 
•Protecting religious freedom 
•Hate crimes legislation 
•Combating terrorism 
• Victim support 
•Civil rights litigation 
•Anti-prejudice training 
•Interfaith Dialogue 
• Holocaust education 
•Supporting Middle East Peace 

• ADL has recently completed a national survey of hate crimes. 

• In October 1994, ADL issued the first national report on the militia movement. 

• Attachment #1: ADL's position on Affirmative Action. 

• Attachment #2: ADL press release re President Clinton's Executive 
Order on Terrorists. 

• Attachment #3: ADL press release re school prayer. 

• Attachment #4: ADL letter re discrimination in the work place. 
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/America-n JeWish-Congress) 
2027 Massad1usetts Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202.332.4001 Office 
202.387.3434 Fax 

---------

David Y. Kahn, President 
Phil Baum, Executive Director 
Mark Pelavin, Washington Director 

A national membership organization concerned with the struggle for social and economic 
justice, religious freedom and human rights in the United States and throughout the 
world. 

Domestic Concerns: 

• Freedom of Religion 
helped draft and supported RFRA (Religious Freedom Restoration Act) 

•Separation of Church and State 
• Religion in the Public Schools 
• Reproductive Rights 
• Anti -Semi tism 
•Civil Rights 
•Crime and Violence 
• Health Care 
•Social Justice 

International Concerns: 

•U.S.-Israel Relations 
• Middle East Peacemaking 
• Immigration 

Previous Participation: 

February 21, 1996: Conference call with Alice Rivlin and AJ Congress' National Board 
of Advisors and Board of Trustees regarding the budget. 

Representatives of the American Jewish Congress regularly attend White House 
briefings. 



·---- ---- -- --.AJ:p_erican Jewish co-mmittee ' 
1156lSthStreet~NW--- : 
12th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
202.785.4200 Office 
202.785.4115 Fax 

~oller-t_ s._Ritkind,JPresident /l::::YN ~ ~ .r 
Jason Isaacson~ Washington Director 

The American Jewish Committee (AJC) is the nation's oldest human relations 
organizations. Founded iri 1906, it has been in the forefront of efforts to combat bigotry 
and anti-Semitism, strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship and safeguard Jewish 
communities abroad, promote human rights for all, defend democratic values and seek 
their realization in American public policy. 

AJC represents over 50,000 members in 34 chapters across the United States. 

Ambassador Alfred H. Moses, immediate past president of AJC, was appointed by 
President Clinton as United States Ambassador to Romania. 

Robert Rifkind, AJC President, was part of the U.S. delegation the Prime Minister 
Rabin's funeral. 

Previous Participation: 

May 9, 1996 Secretary Kantor and Sandy Berger will address the .AJ Committee 90th 
Annual Dinner in Washington, D.C. 

May 4, 1995 President Clinton attended the AJ Committee 89th Annual Dinner in 
Washington, D.C. 

May 4, 1995 White House briefing with Deval Patrick, Jeremy Ben-Ami, Stephen 
Neuwirth and Gene Sperling. 

Representatives of AJ Committee regularly attend White House briefings. 
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Center for Democratic Renewal, Black Church Questionnare 
Firebombed Burned7 VandaliZ'.ed 

Name of Church Gays Hill Baptist Church 

Pastors Name Rev. Larry Baldwin 211 Maple Street. Statesboro, GA 912 764-2922 

Church Ofl'il:~en? Tres. Sis. Hazel Banner/Dea. Larry Holmes; Deacon Alonzo Holmes; Dea. 

O.C. Sampson, Sec. Sis. Vitta Reese 

How old is the church? 75 Years Old 

Number ofmembera? SO Members 

Date and Time B1.1med I Vandalized? Burned, March 27, 1996 4:00a.m. 

Was the church insured? Yes, partially By Whom? ~lton E. Smith, Statesboro. GA 

Ex rent of damage to the church? Lost everything 

Materials I Explosives Used? Unknown 

Who did the investigation? Local Fire Departmflnt, State Arson Division 

Have you rebuilt? No Status: Using a.nother Black churc;h to worship 

Does the cb11rch have a rebuilding fund? Yes 

Name of contact person other- than pastor? Hazel Banner P.O. Box 154. Millen, GA 

30442 912 982-5854 

Address for- church fund? Ogeechee Vall Bank, Millen GA 30442 

STotaJ Damage Amount $85,000 ($70,000 structure, $15,000 contents) 

S Insurance $28,000 (paid) 

$ Gifrs Recei'lred $7000 

S E!tiruated Replacement Cost $142,000 (contractor estimate) 
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FEDERAL RESPONSE TO CHURCH FIRES 
June 26, 1996 

• The federal government is using the full range of resources 
to respond to violent acts directed at houses of worship. 
Any sort of desecration or destruction of any place of 
worship is among the most despicabl~·of crimes, reaching to 
the most deeply felt of all American tenets -- freedom of 
religion. · 

• President Clinton has made it a top priority to prosecute 
those responsible for these arsons, to prevent future damage 
to houses of worship, and to help communities and 
congregations in their efforts to rebuild. 

·• Under the direction of the National Church Arson Task Force, 
we have deployed over 200 -ATF and FBI investigators -­
working together with state and local authorities. This is 
one of the largest federal criminal investigations of any 
kind, one of the largest arson investigations in history and 
the largest current civil rights investigation. The federal 
government has authority under several statutes to 
investigate and prosecute suspicious fires at houses of 
worship. 

• Assistant Attorney General Deval Patrick and Assistant 
Treasury Secretary James Johnson are leading the National 
Task Force. They have brought together the FBI, ATF, 
Justice Department prosecutors, the United States Attorneys, 
the Community Relations Service, and the U.S. Marshals, to 
forge a coordinated plan for investigating and prosecuting 
these crimes. We are also coordinating closely with state 
and local officials, and the Attorney General has directed 
that every U.S. Attorney develop a local task force to 
accomplish that coordination. 

• Since 1990, there have been over 226 incidents of fire or 
desecration at churches and other houses of worship reported 
to federal authorities. Over half of these have occurred in 
the last 18 months. Just since June 1, 1996, there have 
been at least 38 fires at churches. But we have solved and 
prosecuted a number of these cases. Arrests have been made 
for over 83 incidents and convictions obtained for at least 
34. Others are awaiting trial. 

• Last week, law enforcement officials made arrests in cases 
in Lumberton, North Carolina; Cerro Gordo, North Carolina; 
North Charleston, South Carolina; Scott County, Virginia; 
and Soap Lake, Washington. Investigators from ATF and the 
FBI, as well as from state and local law enfrocement 
agencies, continue to work to develop leads and bring the 



perpetrators of the other arsons and desecrations to 
justice. 

• The federal penalty for arson is up to 20 years in prison. 
There is legislation now pending in Congress that will make 
it easier to prosecute these crimes and will increase the 
penalties for civil rights violations to 20 years as well. 

• We are also workjng ha~d in hand with local communities to 
try to prevent these cowardly crimes. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is working with the National Church Arson 
Task Force spearheading an effort to involve local 
communities in appropriate prevention efforts. We will be 
making as many resources as possible available to state and 
local officials to allow for reimbursement for law 
enforcement overtime. 

• In addition, we will be making funds available through a new 
COPS problem-solving partnership grant program to allow law 
enforcement agencies in each of the affected communities to 
apply·for funds to address problems visited upon their 
communities by an arson of a religious institution. The 
Administration has also proposed a loan·guarantee program to 
be implemented by HUD that will be available for rebuilding 
churches; we expect this program will soon·be enacted by 
congress and put into place. 

• The President is committed to ending this threat to one of 
our most precious freedoms freedom to worship in safety 
and peace. 
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lJ.abama 

Fe4crol xnvestiq~~iona ot ~A~ideDt5 of Violence 
Against House& of Vorsbip SiA~e KGY 1990 

(Based on information compiled as of June 18, 1906) 

1. Bucks chapel Church 
2. oak Grove Missionary Bapt'ist Church 
3. ~ine Top Baptist Church (Coatopa) -- Between February 4 and 
s, 1995, the5e three Atrican•Amer1can churches were vandalized 
eausing an Qstimated $10,000 in damage. A local prosecu~1on 
resulted. in guilty pleas by t\io of thre~· defQnda.ntg. The tvo. ... 
vere sentenced to 4 1/2 years i·n prison. The third defenc}a-ri"'t 
committed :au1c1de. ~e investigation ~s closed. --· 

4. Islamic Center {Hun~sville) -- On July 16, 1995, thi5 house 
of worship was burglarized and vandalized. 

5. Jerusalem Bap~is~ church (Boligee) -- This African-American 
church ~as damaged by fire on December ~~, 1995. The t1re was 
caused by a furnace fire and the invGstigation was closed. 

6. MouDe Zion BAptist Church 
?. Little ZioD Baptist Chur~h 
8. MoUBt Zoar 8aptis~ Church (Boligee) -- Between December 22, 
1995, and January 12, 1996, three African-American Baptist 
churches were destroyed by fire. 

g_ Nav Libar~y napti~t Church (Tyler) -- This African-American 
church was completely destroy~d by fire on Fabru~ry 28, 1996. 
State charges have been filed. 

10. Mi~~ionary Bapti5t (Selma) ·- on March 25, 1996, this 
predominantly Afriean-Amorican church was burned. This tire was 
determined to be accidental. 

11. Rising star (Greensboro) -- On 3une 3, 1996, this 
predominantly African-American church was curned causing nearly 
8250,000 in damag~s. 

Ar.izona 

12. Church or ~esus christ of Latter-Day &aints Stu4eD~ CeBter 
(Tempe) -- On November. 21. 1994, tha student oonter at thi~ 
church was vandalized. This investiqation was closed. 

13. Fir3t southern B~ptist church (Tucson) -- On February 9, 
1996, a fir~ a~ this racially mixed ohu~ch cau~ed ~l,OOO,OOO 1n 
damage. 

_/ ' 

\ 
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110. Indi~a Hills Baptist (Silver City) -- on June 16, 1994, thia 
ch~ch was burnea. 

111. Bernalillo Bapti£t (Albuquerq~e) --on March 27, 1996, this 
church was burned. 

Na'!.l Xg,rk 

112. Bishop Grimes Hiqb (Ea~t Syracuse) --on February 27, 1992, 
thiG structure was burned. Arrests mada. 

113. ouz Lady of God (Warners) -- On February 29, 1992, this 
church vas burn~d. Arrest made. 

114. CommUDity Baptist (In~oo~) -- on February 27, 199J, thi~ 
church was b~rne~. 

115. conqreqatioft D~rech (Rockaway) 
synagogue was burned. Arrest made. 

On July 1~, 1994, this 

116. Young Isrcel (Far ROC~away) -- On Septamber 14, 1994, ~his 
synaqogue was burned. Arrest ~ade. 

117. Ikhwa Mosque (Brooklyn) -- On october 25, 1~94, thi5 mooque 
v~s allegedly rirebom~ed. This investigation is closed. 

118. ~emple Beth El (Rocka'!.lay) -- On January 1l, 19~5, this 
synaqoque was burned. Arrest made. 

119. Temple ~erech Emuch (Rockaway) -- On April 30, 1995, this 
synaqoque was burned. Arrest made. 

120. Yeshiva of Belle (Belle Harbor) -- on Ma~ 6, 1995, this 
Jewish center was burned. Arrest made. 

121. St. Edmuftds Catho~ic (Bree~y Point) -- on June 15, 1995, 
this church was burned_ 

122. st. Edmunds catholi~ (Breezy Point) -- On June 21, 1995, 
this churea wa~ ~urned. 

123. Church of Jesus Christ (Glenvill9) -- on March s, 199~, 
this .church was burned. 

124. liver Viev Kiaaionary (Kin~ston) --on April 19, 1996, this 
African-~erican church wag burnad. 

125. seveDth Day A4Venti~t Chur~h (Quee~s Villaqe) -- On Juna 
17. 1996, 1110CK" was burned into ~he .lawn and a swastika was 
scrawled on the plastic casing of the ~iqn of this Arr1ean­
American church. 

II!JUUZIO 
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98. Elbethel M.S. Church (Satartia) on Ka~cb Jo, 1996, an 
African-American church under construction was burned reeulting 
in miner damage. Local charges have been filed. 

99. St. Paul Primitive Baptis~ eh~ab (Ms•idian) --on April 7, 
1'96, this African-American church was totally destroyed by fire. 
Investi~ators determined ~he fire was caused by a cigarAtte an4 
have ruled tho fira accidental. Thi5 investigation is closed. 

100. XOUDt Pleas~nt Church (MoUBt Mis•ioa~y) 
101. central Grove M.B. Church (Kossuth) -· On June 17, 1996, 
~heGa AfricAn-American cnurches were burned. 

Missouri 

102. Church o~ Christ (West Plains) On January 21. 1990, a 
cross wa~ burned up asainst the front porch of this predominantly 
African-American church. Succc3aful local prosecution. Thia 
investigation is closed. 

103. Church of Latter Day Sainte (Butte) --on Nov~er 2, 1992 
this church was b~rned. 

Habra~kf! 

104. Friends Unite4 Church (Goehnor) -- on June 16, 1995, this 
church ~as burned. The fire was ruled accidental. 

l{gyad@ 

lOS. our Lady of Las veqas (Las Ve9as) -- on June 16, 1996, this 
church was burned. 

106. !slamic Center of Passaic Coullt.Y (Paterson) -- On September 
16 and 17, 19~5, th1s Islamic Cen~er was vandalized with hate 
graffiti. 

107. voice Center Baptist Church (Tinton Falla) --on February 
13, 1996, the interior of this pl'edominantly African-American 
church wa~ completely des~royed by fire. 

IDa' Mexicg 

~oe. »ryce Presbyterian (Los Alamos) -- On Karch 2, 1992. this 
church was burned. 

109. I~4ian Bills Baptist (Silver City) 
church was ~urned. 

On JUne lJ, 1'94, this 

lgJ uuo 
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8'· Teaple Ba~b EmUDDh (Brock~on) 
87. Temple Younq Israel (R~ndolph) In June 1994, four 
defendants, members of a racist Skinhead group were ch~•ged in 
federal eoure with conspiring to interfere with the riqhts ot 
African-American and Jewish individuals. One defendant later 
pled quilty and t:ho three juveniles were convicted in connection 
vitn the desecration of two synagoquea and other acts ot 
harassment. The four defendants were sentenced to terms of 
inc~rcera~ion ranging from 4 to 46 months. These cases are 
closed. · 

Michigan 

ea. I~la=ic center (tast Lansing) -- On Auqust 20 or 21, 1995. a 
reek vith a threatening note was thro~n through a window of the 
Islamic Center. On Auqust 29, 1995, a bottle of li9hter r1uic1 
was found nex~ to the buildinq with another thraatenin9 note. 

so. Rev BQpe Mi5sionary Bap~ist Church (Wayne) -- on an unknown 
date in May, 199~, racist stickers were placed on the outside of 
this predominantly African-American church. 

MiS.§issipB.b. 

90. Sprinqhill Baptist ~h~rah 
91. Rocky Point KissioDary Baptist Church (Amita County and Pike 
county) -- Three defendants pled guilty to federal conspiracy 
charqe~ arising from the arson of two African-~erican churches 
in April of 1993 on the anniver~ary ot the assassination of or. 
Martin Luther King. The defendant£ were sentenced to 46 montns 
and J7 months in prison. 

92. Cistern Rill Church (Como) -- On Auqust 9, 1994, the Cistern 
Hill Church, a semi-rural church with a predominantly 
African-American congregation, was co~platoly destroyed by fire. 

93. New Lite Christian Church 
94. Triuaph Church (Vicksburg) -- In March 1995, these racially 
mixed churches were vandali2ad. 

~~- st. Paul's Christi~n Methodist Episcopal Church (Smithville) 
-- A fire cau3ing nominal damage to an African-American church 
occurred on March s. 1996. 

96. Mount Zion Baptist Church ~Ruleville) -- On March 20. 19G6, 
A fire inside this Atrican-Amer1can church resulted in the 
burning of two ch~rch pews an~ ex~ensive smoke damaqe. 

97. Krone Baptist (Rankin county) -- on March 25, 1ea6, this 
Arrican-~erican church was burned. This fire was determined to 
be a.eoiden~al. 

1@1 UU I 
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72. Cy~ress Grove baptis~ Cburch 
73. St. Paul's Free Ba»tis~ Church 
74. sweet Bomc Baptist Church 
75. ~hgm~3 Chape~ Benevolent Society {Zachary and East Baten 
Rouqe) -- on February 1, 1996, ~hese fo~ African-American 
churches, located within a ~ix mile radiu5 ot each other, vere 
~urned, resultinq in partial destruc~ion to Cypre~~ Grove and 
minimal ~amage to the other three churches. 

76. St. Charleg Baptist eburcb (Paincourtville)·-- A fire 
occurred at this African-American church on Apri~ 11, 1996. 

Maine 

?7. sacred Hear~ ea~holic (Portland) 
on June 14, 1996. 

!:!1!\rvla.nc} 

This church was burned 

·78. Celestial (Hya~tsville) -- On January lJ, l9~J, this 
African-American church was burned. 

79. soventb gay A4vent1st (Frederick) -- On February 28, 1993, 
this church ~a~ burned. 

80. Fruitlaftd First Baptist church (Fruitland) -- On January JO, 
1396, this church was burned causing an estimated $150,000 in 
da:maqe. 

81. William Wat~ers Meeting House of tha socia~y fo~ Friends 
(Quakers) (Bel Air} -- on March 21, 1996, this Quaker church was 
bu::t"ned. 

MaMachus~ 

a~. Epip~any (Walpole) -- on October 19, 1991. this house of 
worship was burned. 

BJ. Fellowship Baptist (Hanover) 
cnurch was burned. 

On November 6, 1992, this 

R4. Hely Choat (Whitman) -- on FaDruary 5, 1994, this church was 
burned. Arrest made. 

85. calvary Bap~ist (Lawrence) -- On April J. 1994. this church 
va~ b~rned. Arrest made. 

'f61UUU 
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58. First Baptist Apost1a (Chicaso) 
African-American churcn was burned. 

On January 8, 1996, this 

59. oak Poreat Baptist Teaple (Nev Pilqrim) (Oak Forest) -- On 
May l, 1996, thi£ predominantly Arrican-American church was 
vandalized vith racist qraffi~i. 

Indiana 

60. St. Mary's eatholie (Ft. Wayne) -- On Sep~ember 2, 1993, 
this church was burned. 

61. F~ee Bgliness (Crown Point) -- on May 2, 1994, this church 
was burned. 

Keptucky 

62. Barren River Baptis~ (Bowling Green) -- On June 8, 1992, 
this church ~as burnad. Arre~t made. 

63. eorinthian Baptist Church (Newport) --on January 10, 1993, 
racial slur5 were painted on this church. No subjects could be 
identifiad and this investiga~ion was closed. 

64. Harlow Chapel {Barren county) -- on june s, 1994, thi~ 
African-American church was burned. 

65- Pleasant Roe~y B~pti~t {Butler county) 
this church was burned. 

On June 17, 1994, 

66. cash creek Saptist Church (Henderson) -- On April 10, 1996, 
thi~ church vas totally des~royed by fire resulting in to~al 
damaqe of S262,ono. 

Louisiana 

67. Kar~ea~ar (Rogers) -- on oceober 29, 1991, this church was 
burned. 

68. Progressive Baptis~ (New Orleans) -- On July J, 1992. thi0 
African-Ameri~an church was burned. Arrest made. 

69. sacred Heart Catholie (Lacomba) -- On September 11, 1993, 
this church was burned. Arrest made. 

70. Starliqh~ Baptist Church ("organza) -- On October 16, 1993, 
a cross was burned at thiG church. 

71. Asse~ly of God (~estweqo) -- On April 15. 1995, this church 
v~B burned. Arrest ma~e. 

1t!J UU:;) 
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45. Evangelistic Temple churah of aoi! (Mariana) -- on June 12, 
1996, an associate pastor discovered two burn marks on ~ pew in 
this African-American church (approximately $300 damage) • 

Geor;gi2 

46. TriDity Ketbo41s~ (Savannah) --on October 7J 1991, this 
church wag burnad. 

47. Koly Church at God (Savannah) -- On Janua~y 28, 1994, thi~ 
Arrlcan-American church was burned. 

48. Sprinqfield Bapti&t Chur~h 
49. Elam Baptist Church (Madison) -- on July 20, 1994, the 
Springfield church (African-American) was complet~ly destroyed by 
arson and the Elam church was also burned. Thase matters were 
invAstiqated by state and local officials, and four males were 
convicted of burqlary and arson and 3entenced to ~o years in 
prison. 

so. Gays Bill Baptist Church (Jenkins County) --on March 27, 
1996, thi~ Afriean-AmoricGn church loca~e~ in a rural area of 
Jenkins County was totally destroyed by fire. 

51. P1De Laxe Baptist Church (Dexalb county) --On June 17. 
1906, this church was burned. 

Idflh.O 

s2. se~on4 Baptise Chur~h (Fort Dodge) -- On August 15, 1993~ a 
cross was burnGd in the yArd of this Atrican-American ~hurch. 

Illinois 

S?· Temple Am E~hod (Wauxeqan) -- One defendant was sentenced to 
110 months in prisoft for eonspiring to 1nterrere with the rights 
of black and Jewish citizens 5ta~ing from the June 1992, bombing 
of a roller rink frequeneed by black patrons and thQ vandalism of 
this synaqogue. This case is closed. 

54. 14335 Marshti@ld CDixmoor) -- On Au.9ust 24, 1994, t:h.is 
African-American church was burned. 

55. Islamic society of Grea~er Springfiel4 Kasjid (Sprinqfield) 
-- On Jun9 6, ~995, this IslAmic center was burned. The 
investigation is closed. 

56. charleston community (Charleston) -- On Auqust 9, 1995. this 
cnurch was burned. 

57. Revival center (Chicago) --on Novambar 7, 1995, this 
African-American church was burned. 

I&) UU'A 
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28. ~ir~e Proa~yte~ian (Ocala) -- On October 24, 1991, these two 
churches were burned. Arrest =ade. 

29. First LUthe~aD (Gainesville) -- On Ootober ~S. 1991, thia 
church w~~ burned. Arrest made. 

JO. Mirror La~c Cbristiah (Ta~pa) -- on october lO, 1991, this 
church was burned. Arrest made. 

31. ~irat Chur~b g~ Cbris~ 

32. McDowell Bap~ist (St. Au9ustine) on Nove~er 7, 1991, 
these two churches were burned. Arr&$t~ made. 

~3- Pirst ~apt1s~ (Jacksonville) ·- On November 8, ~991, this 
church was burnad. 

34. St. Auqustine (Gainesville) -- On NovQmbor 12, 1991, this 
church was Durned. Arrest made. 

35. st. Helen's eatbol.ic church' {Verro Beach) -- On December 19, 
1991, this church was burned. 

JG. Tabernacle Pefttecostal (Homestead) -- On December 23, 1991, 
this church was b~rned. 

31. St. Mary's Mission~ry (Mims) -- On CQcembe~ 29, 1991, thi8 
Arrican-American church was burned. Arrests made. 

38. st. Francim Episcopal (TGmpa) -- on January 23, 1992, this 
church was burned. 

39. Grace united Me~hodist (Gaine5Ville) -- On June 26. 1992, 
thi~ church ~as burnea. 

40. Boly Trinity Episcopal (Gaine&ville) -- on June 26, 1'92, 
this church was burned. Arrest mada. 

41. First Bapt:i:st (Hudson) -- on July 26, 1992, this church was 
burned. Arrest ~ade. 

4l. ~lessed Trinity catholic (Ocala) --on september J, l9g~, 
thiz church was ourne~. Arrest made. 

43. st. Judes ODited {St. Peter~burq) -- On January J1, 1993, 
this church was burned. 

44. ~irst Born Church (Tallahassee) -- On May 6, 1995, this 
church was burned. Arre~t mad~. 
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16. Lgve Rase Bap~ist (Watson and Gillett) --On May 17, 1992 
thQ~a thrc~ Afri~an-American churches were b~rned to the ;round 
by two white males. They ware prosecuted by the u.s. A~~orney of 
the E.D. of Arkansas and convicted of one count each of 
conspiracy, 18 U.s.c. §371. Each subject was sentenced to l7 
month!~ in federal prison. 

California 

11. oavis community (Davis) -- On October 4, 1993, this church 
waG burned. Arrest made. 

lB. River City Metropol (Sacramento} --On Maroh 27, 1994, this 
church was burned. 

19. Islamic CeBter (~uba City) -- On Sept~mber 1, 1994, this 
mosque was burned. 

COlgrado 

20. A~sumption Greek ortho~ox Cathed•al (Glen~ale) -- On Kay 20, 
1990, two skinheads spray-painted anti-semitic s1oqanm on the 
outside wall of this house of worship. believing the building to 
be a synagogue. The two pled guilty to s~ate charqes. This 
investigation i5 ~losed. 

Delaware 

21. B'uAi Israel (Wilmington) --on Hay 7, 1995, this synagogue 
was burned. 

22. Slaughter Neck Methodist (Milford) -- on May 2, 1096 thiG 
churcn was burned. This fire was determined to be accidental. 

Flprida 

23. Church of Christ (Gainesville) ·- On October 22, 1991, this 
church was burned. Arrest made. 

24. trnited Church af Caineaville (Ga.inc::sville) -- on October 2~, 
1991, this church was burned. Arrest made. 

25. North Central Baptise (Gainesville) •- On October 32, 1991, 
~his church ~aG burnad. Arrest made. 

26. Church of christ (Gainesville) -- on october 23, 1991, this 
churcn was burned. Arrest made. 
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126. Moores Chapel aapt~~~ Church (Boger city) on July 4, 
1990, this African-A~erican church wa~ burne4 causing 
approxima~ely S2,000 in damaqe. A local prosecution roaulted in 
~wo convictions. one defendant was sentenced to nine years in 
prison while the other was sentenced to two years in prison. 

127. West Burlinqton (Burlington) -- on April 21, ~992, this 
church was burned. 

128. Browns Chapel (Wilson) -- On December 2, 19~4, this 
African-American church was burned .• 

129. Mouut Moriah Baptist Church (Efland) ~- on December 25, 
1995, thi~ African-American church was burned. 

130. Obova Ame (Orru~) -- On January 6, 1996 this African­
American church was burned. 

131. Hebron Unite4 Methodist (Vail) -- On April 26, 1996, this 
church was burneq. 

1J2. K~. Ta~or Baptist Church (Cerro Gordo) -- On May 22. 1996, 
this p:t'edomin.antly African-American church was burned. 

133. Pleasant Hill Baptist (Lumberton) -- Thi~ African-American 
caureh was burned on May 24, 1996. 

134. Matthsws-M~rk1An4 Pres~yterian ChUrch (Charlotte) --This 
African-American churcb wa~ Gat ~fire either late in the niqht 
June 6, 1996 or early in the morni~Q of June 7. The entire 
h15toric frame build1ng was gutted. The church buildinq was not 
in use. An arrest has been made. 

135. Kills Chapel (Rocky Point, PendQ~ county) -- On the morning 
of June 17, 1996, this predominantly African-American ehurch vae 
burned . 

.QhiQ 

136. First United Methodist (Akron) -- On April 29, 1994 this 
ohurc;h weas ~u1.·nec.1. 

gk.lahOJ!Ia 

137. 5t. PAUlS Metbodist (Muskogee) -- On December 25, ~991, 
~his church was burned. 

138. First Missionary Baptist (Enid) -- on 3une 12, 19~6 this 
African-American church was burned. An arrest ha& been made. . 

PAGE: 11 
lt!OlU 
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On october ~2, 1991, 

~40. lisi.Dq Sun Baptist (Philadelphia)·-- On January 28, 19'4 
thi~ ~trican•American chureh was burnod. 

141. Glenwood UDi~ed MethodiSt (Smithton) 
this church was burned-

on JUne 4, 1995, 

142. Church ot the Mediator (Allentown) --on 3une ~7, ~~96, 
this church Ya~ burned. This fire was determined to ba 
accidental. 

south carolinE! 

143. Mt. 2ion A.H.E. church (Greeleyville) 

PRGE:12 
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144. Macedonia Bap~i~t church (Clarendon City) -­
American churches burned on 3UnQ 20 and 21, 1995. 
have been arrested. 

These African­
TWo subjects 

145. st. ~~hn Bap~i~t church (Dixiana) -- In August 19gs. this 
predominantly African-~eric~n church was completely destroyed by 
tire. A juvenile and two adults. aqe 18 and 19, ~ere char9ed 
~ith ~tate arson charqes. 

146. Isl~mic Center (Gr~envi~le) -- On October 21, 1995, this 
mosque was burne4. 

147. s~. Paul A.M.£. Zion (Harleyville) ·-on ~an~ary 25, l996, 
this Afriean-Americcn chur~h was burned. 

148. Church (name unknovn) (Kingstree) 
African-American church wa$ burned. 

on April 11, 1996, an 

149. Mount Dliva~ D~ptis~ Church 
150. Allen's Chapel 
1~1. Rosemary Baptist Church (Barnwell county) -- Fires occurred 
01t the:se three churches, including one .lfrican•Americen church, 
(Rosemary Baptise) on April ll, 1996. The pulpit at the 
predominantly African-Americ~n Rosemary Baptist church was 
completely destroyed. 

152. Bffinqham sap~ist church (Effingham) -- on April 
this 114 year-old African-American church was burned. 
result, the sanctuary ~a& completely destroyed and the 
hall was partiallY damaged. 

~6, 1'996, 
As a 
meetinq 

153. Lexin9~Ga Presbyterian (Lexinqton) --On June 8, 1~96 thi~ 
church was burned. this fire ~as ~ecermined to be accidental. 
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154. West Bnd syna~oquc (Nashville) -- Three defendants, 
including the Grand Dragon of the Tennessee Xu Klux ~lan, a Xlan 
and Aryan Nation associate and a juvenile Skinhead member, were 
charqed federally with conspiring to interfere with the riqhts cf 
Jewish individu~ls by r1rinq shots into a synaqoque that caused 
siCJnificant p.roperty dama9'e in JUne 1990. Two of the defendants 
pled guilty and the third vas convicted at trial. Two of the 
derendants were sentenced to 27 months and 42 •onth5 in prison 
while the juvenile defendant received probation.· This case is 
closed. 

155. St. Jo!Uls Episcopal (Knoxvilla) 
church was burned. 

On october 9, 1992 this 

156. Pilgrims B'epe B•p~ist (Memphi!l) •- On Dece'lftQer 1 26, 1992 thia 
African-American church wa~ burned. Arre5t made. 

157. Heartland Little .(Townsend) -- On January 6, 1993 thi~ 
church wae burned. 

158. New Wright's Chapel Mis~ioD~ry Saptist Church (Shelby 
coun'ty) -- On September 6, 19.94. a fire burnad thi9 A.friciU\­
Americ"-n chu:z::ch. 

159. Arlinqton Chureh of Christ (Arlington) -- In January, 1995, 
this church was burned. 

160. MacedoniA Mi5s~onary Baptist Church (Fruitvale) 
161. Johnson Grove B~ptist Cburch (Madison County) -- On January 
13, 1995, during the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday 
weekend, both African-Ameriean churches W9re to~ally destroyed by 
fir~. 

162. Mt. Calvary Baptist Ch~rch (Haraeman county) -- On January 
Jl, 1995, this African-American c:hureh knu;·ned and was partially· 
destroyed by fire. 

163. Friendship .Mia~ionary Bap~1:s~ Church 
164. canaan African·M&tho~igt ~pi~oopal church (Maury county) -· 
Three defendants pled guilty in October of 1995 in rederal court 
to conspiring to firebomb and either burn or er~et c:roaaes At 
theso two African-American churches in February 1995. One 
defendant was sentancad to 57 months in prison While the two 
other defendants were sen~encad to 46 month~ in prison. These 
cases are closed. 

165. St. Mary's Episcopal School (Shelby County) -- On Octo~er 
16, 1995, this building ~a~ burned. 
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166. Holy CommuDi-on Sehool (Shelby county) -- on November 30. 
~995, this school was burned. 

167. Un~~ad Kothodio~ Ch~rch (Shelby County) --on Dece~ber s, 
l99S, th~s church vas burned. 

PRGE:14 
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168. Emm4DUe1 United Methodist (Shelby County)-- On December 8, 
1995, thia church was burned. 

169. Salem Baptist Church (Fruitlan4) -- On December 30, 1995, 
tire partially destroyed this A.frican-American church. 

170. %naer Ci~y Church (Knoxville) -- On January 8, 1996, the 
sanctuary of this Afriean-American chu~ch was destroyed by fire. 
and racial slurs were spray pain~ad on the Qgors and walls. 

171. ~~nuel Bna1 Noah '(Athens) -- This house of wo~~hip vas 
burned on March 25, 1996. The fire was determined to ~e 
accidental. 

112. C~lvary Baptist Church 
173. ShAdy Grove P~esDyterian (Shelby County) --On April 20, 
1996, thes~ churcnem were burnee. 

174. Frie~dship Baptist Chur~h (Greanevillc) -- on April 26,. 
1996, racist graffiti was spray-painted on this African-American 
church. 

1?5. Mt. Pleasant Baptist church (Tigrett) -- on May 14, 1996, 
this A!rican-American church was burn~d. 

176. First 0Dited Pentecostal (Brownsville) -- This church was 
burned on May 28, 1996. The fire was dete~mined to be 
accidental. 

T~xas 

177. Mi Casa de Oracio (Oallac) -- on sep~amber 16, 1992, this 
church was burned. Arrest made.. · 

178. Pleaaant Ricqe (A~ling~on) -- On November 10, 1992, this 
church was burned. 

179. fiew Lite Christia~ (Dallas) -- On July 22. 1993, this 
African-Am~~ic~n church was burned. Arrest made. 

180. Weaver Chapel (Bristol) -- on March ~J, 1994, this church 
was burned. Arrest made. 

181. Firs~ xerea~ Presbyterian (Garland) -- on September 2, 1994, 
this church was burn~d. 



JUN-21 96 11:58 FROM:WHITE HOUSE 

· 081.2\)196 THU 15:13 FAX 

2024562983 T0:202 456 2930 PAGE:15 
ijllol4 

14 

182. Marble Falls Onited (Marble Falls) -- on April 4, 1995, this 
church was burned. Arrest made. 

183. Fellowship Rib1e (Plano} --on July 25, 1995, this church was 
burned. 

184. aypre~s Trails United Methodist Church 
185. Resurreetioa Lutheran Churah (Spring) -- On 3anuary 27, 
1996, these two ehurchQ~, located approximately five miles apart, 
burned. 

186. Xin9dom Qr God iD Christ (Dallas) -~On February 10,. 1996, 
a hole was pun~had into the back of this racially mixed church. 
Silverware and furniture wera ~tolen, gb&cenities, racial 
epithets, and references to KKK were writtan on the walls. 

187. Church or ao4 in Christ (Dallas) --on April 6, 1996, thia 
African-American t=hurch wa3 burned. This firs was determined to 
be accidental. 

198. Covenant Baptis~ (Hillsboro) - On April 18, 1996, this 
church was burned. 

189. Beiqhts Chris~iGn Church, La.m.ber~ Beall (HOU5tan) On 
April 19, 1996, Lambert Hall, a ~uildinq owned by Height3 
Chr!a~ia~ Church, was burned causing exten&ive damaqe. 

190. New Life Missiohary Baptist Church (Hous~on) -- Between 
April 28 and May 2, 1996, 1:his Afric3n-Amarican ch~rch was 
forcibly en~ered and vandalized. Racial epithe~~ ware spray 
painted in the church. 

191. New tiqht House church of ~raye% (Greenville) -- On June 9, 
1996, ~his predominantly African-A~erican church wa3 burneQ. 
t.ocal arrests have been made. 

192. Church of Livinq God (Greenville) -- On June 10, 1996, this 
predominantly African-American chu~ch was burned. 

193. our Lady of Lourdes (Hitchcock) -- On 3une 16. lg9&, thi~ 
church ~as burned. 

194. oakwoo~ Saptist Church (Dallas) -- on June 17, l9~ti, this 
chu~ch was burned. 

\ 
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195. Church of Je~ue Christ o~ Latter-»ay saints {Davis county) 
-- on March 1, 1993, and continuin9 through ~~e sprinq of 1993, 
vandalism tarqe~ed at Mormon churches a~ well a5 random vandalism 
in several nei9hborhoods occurred. Windows and doors ~ere broken 
and sat~nic ~raffiti was ~pray painted. Successful local 
prosecution. 

196. Templo casa De o~acion (Salt Lake city) 
1996, this church was burned. 

Yirqini.a 

on Mctrch 28, 

197. Le~a~on Bapc1st Church (Richmond) -- On Septe=be~ 5, 1993, 
racial and satanic messages were painted on this church and two 
cemetery head stones warQ de3troyed. 

198. Tikvat Israel (Rich~ond) -- On February 14, ~994, this 
synaqoqua wa3 burned. 

199. Korean Baptist Church 
200. st. Mary's catholi~ Church 
201. st. cla~e's Mission Cbur~h (Fairfa~) -- On November 6 or 
1, 1994, th9•a churches were vandalized and spray-painted with 
hate slogans. succ~~sful loc~l prosecution. 

202. Ga11lee Baptist Church (Appomatto~) -- on February ll and 
26, and April 4, 1995 this predominantly African-American cnurch 
was desecrated. 

lQJ. Grayland naptist (Richmond) -- on FeQruary 3, 1996 this 
Africcn-Arnerican church was burned. This firg va~ ae~ermined to 
be accidlintal. 

204. Glorious Church o~ ~od iA Chriot (Richmond) -- On February 
21, 1996, this African-American church waa destroyed by fire 
re~ulting in damaqe in excess of $259,000. 

205. geDDiqb Assembly of Cod (Ne~port News) -- on May l, 1996, 
this church was burned. This fire ~as determined to be 
accidental. 

Jia!;hington 

206. ~~eneezer Africa~ Ketbodis~ Church (Seattle) -- In November 
lg9l, a racially mixe4 church located in a predo~inantly ACrican­
American arl!?'a \las siqni1'icantly dama9ed by fire. Arrest macia. 

207. St. James Cathedr~l (Seattla) -- On March 7, 1992, thiS 
chu~~h was burned. Arrest made. 
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208. Uftity (Seattle) -- On October J, 199l, th~$ churCh was 
burned. Arrest m•de. 

209. Z.i~1DCJ Waters ehristian (Lynnwood) -·On October 7, 1.992, 
thi~ ch\l.reh was burned. Arrest made. 

21.0. Living Center Cbr~st (Lynnwood) 
church vas burned. Arrest made. 

On october 7, 1992, this 

211. «;ra~a Pentucostal C:burch of God i11 C~i~~~ (Eh:·emerton) -- On 
J~ly 19, 1993, raeial epithe~s were spray-pain~d on the front ot 
this church. SuQcessful local prosecution. . 

21~- Pu11 Gospel Pentecostal ~hurch (Seat~le) -- On July 28, 
1995, a racially ~ixea church located ln a prado~inAntly African­
American area vas destroyed by fire. 

213. Wb.iC];)ey Islalld llaval (Oak Harbor) -- on .January 21,- 1996, 
this church w~s burned. 

214. Our Most Sorrowful Mother Catholic Church 
ll5. commuftity EVanqelieal Church {Soap Lake) -- On June 10, 
1996, our Mos~ Sorrowful Mother Catholic Churcn was burned and 
destroyud by fir~. Damage is in excess of S90,ooo. on June 14, 
1996, t~e Com~u~ity Evan~el1cal Church was ];)urned and receive~ 
minor damage estimated at lcs5 than Sl,OOO. An arrest has bacn 
made. 

216. Eritro~t\ Comm&u:t.1~y Church {Seattle) -- on J'une 15, 1'96, 
there was a fire at thi= Arrican-American church. The fire 
repor~edly began by someonQ holding a flame to trash which was 
adjacent to the church. building while the conqreqal:.ion was in the 
church. There was approximately $20,000 damage ~o the buildinq. 

Ia! 016 


