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October 30, 1998

Mr. John D. Caruthers, Jr.

Suite 1510

400 Travis Street

Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-3182

Dear John:

I'm glad you were able to attend the signing ceremony
for the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century, and
I appreciate your comments concerning Interstate 69 and the
Pan American Highway.

The United States has long supported the idea of a Pan
American Highway System to extend from Alaska to Argentina. As
you may know, the entire Interstate Highway System, which will
include all of Interstate 69 upon its completion, is designated
as our portion of the system.

South of the United States border, the Pan American

Highway System exists primarily as a two-lane highway, with the
exception of the Darien Gap section between Panama and Colombia.
Construction of the Darien Gap was halted in the 1970s because

of health concerns. A recent Department of Transportation study
found that completing the highway is not cost-beneficial, and it
raised several environmental concerns. If finishing the Darien
Gap can be made cost-beneficial, and if our other concerns can be
addressed, my Administration will consider resuming the project.

I will keep your thoughts in mind as we work on this issue.

BILL CLINTON

BC/CKS/RSM/RLM/DC/pfs-emu-ddj (Corres. #4092640)
(9.caruthers.j)
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September 24, 1998

Mr. John D. Caruthers, Jr.

Suite 1510

400 Travis Street

Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-3182

Dear John:

I'm glad you were able to attend the signing ceremony
for the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century, and
I appreciate your comments concerning Interstate 69 and the
Pan American Highway.

The United States has long supported the idea of a Pan
American Highway System to extend from Alaska to Argentina. As
you may know, the entire Interstate Highway System, which will
include all of Interstate 69 upon its completion, is designated
as our portion of the system.

South of the United States border, the Pan American Highway
System exists primarily as a two-lane highway, with the exception
of the Darien Gap section between Panama and Colombia. Construc-
tion of the Darien Gap was halted in the 1970s because of health
concerns. A ' i
restart—that—1Is NoT presentiy—feasible- A recent Department

of Transportation study found that completing the highway is not
cost-beneficial, and it raised several environmental concerns.

If finishing the Darien Gap can be made cost-beneficial, and if
our other concerns can be addressed, my Administration will
consider resuming the project.

I will keep your thoughts in mind as we work on this issue.

You—have—my—pest-wishes—

Sincerely, 6§2f6:////
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BC/CKS/RSM/RLM/pfs-emu (Corres. #4092640

(9.caruthers.j) %i/V’/
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Mr. John D. Caruthers, Jr.

Suite 1510

400 Travis Street

Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-3182

Dear John:

I'm glad you were able to attend the signing ceremony for
the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century, and I
appreciate your comments concerning Interstate 69 and the Pan

American Highway.

The United States has long supported the idea of a Pan
American Highway System to extend from Alaska to Argentina. As
you may know, the entire Interstate Highway System, which will
include all of Interstate 69 upon its completion, is designated

as our portion of the system.

South of the United States border, the Pan American Highway Vf/
System exists primarily as a two (lane highway, with the exception
¢ the Darien Gap section between Panama and Colombia.
Construction of the Darien Gap was halted in the 1970s because of 4/

alth concerns. &ﬁn&e{it would be 1dea1 if construction could
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environmental concerns. —ghoutd Tfinishing the Darien Gap ®ecceme
'F cost-beneficial, and,our other concerns,be addressed, myL~*~——~\
T Administration will consider resuming the project Com be-
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I will keep your thoughts in mind as we work,to impreve—eul

79natioan_;n£rastrue%ﬁfe. You have my best wishes.

Sincerely, | &M_7z¢y UTUAC .

BC/CKS/RSM/pfs (Corres. #4092640)
(9.caruthers.j)
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The United States has long supported the idea of a Pan American Highway
System to extend from Alaska to Argentina. As you may know, the entire
Interstate Highway System, which will include all of Interstate 69 upon

its completion, is designated as our portion of the system.

South of the United States border, the Pan American Highway System exists
primarily as a two lane highway, with the exception being the Darien Gap
section between Panama and Colombia. Construction of the Darien Gap was
halted in the 1970s because of health concerns. While it would be ideal
if construction could restart, a number of factors make it unfeasible.
Specifically, a recent Department of Transportation study found that
completing the highway is not cost—beneficiag;;d it outlined a number of
environmental concerns. Should finishing the Darien Gap become cost-

beneficial and our other concerns be addressed, my Administration will

consider resuming the project.
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SEP-11-1998 15:54 282 395 4797  P.@2-82

Mr. John D. Caruthers, Jr.

President

1-69 Mid-Continent Highway Coalition
400 Travis Street, Suite 1510
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-3182

Dear Mr. Caruthers:

Thank you for your letter conceming 1-69 and the Pan American Highway. I am glad you
attended the signing ceremony for the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21).
TEA-21 represents a big step forward for the intermodal transportation network (including I-69)
we need to sustain economic opportunity in the century ahead,

The United States has supported the Pan' American Highway System, which extends from
Alaska to Argentina, since its inception 1n the 1920s. In 1966, the Department of Transportation
designated the entire Interstate Highway System as our portion of the route rather than selecting
a single highway. This decision reflected the difficulty of choosing among the many important
existing Interstate north-south corridors. Designating a single Pan American corridor now,
especially one that has not been constructed south of Indianapolis, would not be consistent with
the Department’s practice of recognizing the importance of all Interstate corridors in the
movement of trade. Once I-69 is complete, it will be considered part of the Pan American
Highway System like all other Interstate highways.

South of Texas, the Pan American Highway System is primarily a two-lane highway,
except for a segment of the Darien Gap Highway between Panama and Columbia. Completion
of the Darien Gap was halted in the 1970s because of health concerns. Several studies have been
initiated to determine whether to complete the highway. For example, a recent Department of
Transportation study concluded that completing the highway is not cost-beneficial and outlined
environmental concerns.

Much work remains to make I-69 from Indianapolis to the Mexican border a reality.
Secretary Slater and his staff are continuing to cooperate with the Steering Committee of State
transportation officials as they move 1-69 from concept to reality. I am certain we can count on
your continued support of these efforts,

Sincerely,

cc: Vice President Albert Gore

Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater
TOTAL P.O2
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Mr. John D. Caruthers, Jr.

1510 Beck Building

400 Travis Street

Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-3182

e e e — e
Dear Mr. Carutherxrs:
Thanks for your letter concerning Interstate 69 and the Pan American
Highway. I am glad you were able to attend the signing ceremony for the

Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.

The United States has long supported the idea of a Pan American Highway

System to extend from Alaska to Argentina. As you may know, the ent:.re
_ . o wains wnhnished pok v

Interstate Highway System, which will included Interst@te €9 upon its

completion, is designated as our portion of the system.

South of the United States border, the Pan American Highwa;y System existe
primarily as a two lane highway, with the exception being the Darien Gap
section between Panama and Colombia. Construction of the Darien Gap was
halted in the 18705 because of health concerns. While it would be ideal
if construction ¢ould restart, a number of factors make it e
unkeasibo e
Specifically, a recent Department of Transportation study found that
completing the highway is not cost-beneficial and it outlined a number of
environmental concerns. Should finishing the Darien Gap become cost-

beneficial and our other concerns be addressed, my Administration wili
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Thanks again for writing. I will keep your thoughts in mind as we work

to improve our nation’s infrastructure. You have my best wighes.

Sincerely,

BC

TOTAL P.@3



JoHN D. CARUTHERS, JR.
400 TRAVIS STRERT
SUTEE 1510

SHREVEPOR'T, LOUISIANA 71101-3182
TEL: (318) 222-0285
FAX: (318) 221-6089

August 2, 1998

The Honorable William Clinton
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As | sat at your signing of the Transportation Equity Act of the 21%
Century, which included the Interstate 69 project from Canada to Mexico, | was
reminded of President Franklin Roosevelt's dream of a Pan American Highway to
symbolize and encourage his Good Neighbor Policy, long a position of the
Democratic Party.

| urge you to consider incorporating a Pan American Highway that extends
from interstate highway 1-69 at the Mexican border through Central America and
into South America. By extending this system to Argentina and Brazil, we will
make our manufactured goods more competitive with those of Asia and Europe
and will stimulate tourism, trade and communication.

In presenting such a project to the Organization of American States, the
United States, Canada, and Mexico can urge the World Bank to finance the
segments in Central and South America as the loans to the respective countries
there are needed.

A steering committee of nations chaired by our Department of
Transportation can insure that interstate highway specifications are maintained
and construction expedited.



The Honorable William Clinton
August 2, 1998
Page 2

Thank you for the dedication of your administration in promulgating TEA
21 and 169, with special thanks for the enthusiastic leadership of the Honorable
Rodney Slater, Secretary of Transportation.

Respectfully submitted,

g

John D. Caruthers, Jr.
President
I-69 Mid-Continent Hwy. Coalition

JDCjr

cc.  Vice President Al Gore
Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater



