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(\nHtomia Capitol Hill Bulletin, April 24, 1997 Paoe ^ 

high tccluiology industry will suck lo reinsert ihc 18 monlh palenl public.ilion Icrm when ihc bill is 
considered in ihe Senale. 

Hou.SE PASSE.S NASA, NSF AND N I S T AUTHORIZATIONS; MORE NEXT W E E K 
The first of several major authorizations originating in the I louse Scietice Committee were passed 

today witb relatively little opposition. I I.R. 127.1 (reauthorizing the National Science f oundation at ST. I 
billion over two fiscal years) and I I.R. 1274 (reauthorizing the National Institutes of Standards and 
I'echnology at SI .24 billion over two years) were each passed by voice vote this aftemoon. In 199.\. 15.2"«. 
of NSI' reseaTch and development fiinds were spent in California. 

Ne.\l. Ihe House look up ihe H.R. 1275. <i $13.9 billion aulhori/aliou bill for ihe Nalional 
Aeronaulies and Space Adniinislralion. On a vole of 112 - 30.\ ihe House resoundingly defealed an 
amendment by Tim Roenier (Indiana) to delete flind.s for the space .station. 1 .ike NIS I and NSf. the 
N.AS.A. authorization bill was passed by voice vote. More than half of N.̂ S.A funds are spent on research 
and development activities. In 199.̂ . nearly one third of those R&l) finids were spent in ("alifoniia. 

More science bills will be considered next week, including EPA (I I.R. 1276), 1 X ) l ( I l.R. 1277), 
and NOAA (I I.R. 1 27S). (Califomia concenis during deliberations on the 1 )epai1ment of I '.nergy bill will 
include high energy physics, ftision energy, basic .sciences, and solar & renew'ables. 

ISTEA TASK FOKCK HOLDS CAI.IKOKNIA SUMMI IS; W I I .SON AND O I HKKS ENDOKSK 

TASK FORCE PRoros.vL 
In an effoit to provide local tratispoitatioti officials and members of the ('alifoniia IS IT..A la.sk 

Force an opporlimily lo discuss how lo prolecl and advance (ralilbrnia's inleresls during ihe Lilermodal 
Siu'liice Transporlalion reaulhorizalion process, several members of ihe Task Force hosled (?alirornia town 
hail meelings over ihe pasl two weeks. In addition lo a meeling wilh ihe California Associalion of 
Governnienls. summits were held in San Diego and Diamond Bar lo discuss ihe Task Force's goals and 
guiding principles for the upcoming transportation reauthorization as well as local transpoitation needs and 
priorities. 

On a related note, the IS IT'.A reauthorization agenda fashioned by the Task l orce, and signed by all 
52 California members, is already receiving widespread support outside the delegation, hi a letter to Rep. 
.lay Kim sent earlier this week, (iovenior WilsoTi ex])ressed his support for the Task Force's proposals and 
their efforts to "maximize ('alifoniia's retum on our federal contributions." I he following Califomia 
organizations have also endorsed the Task f orce's 1S IT..A plan: S.^ND.AI., SI'M IC, I..AM T.̂ , SC.ACi, 
Sacramento (XXi, l.os .Angeles ('ounty, Orange County, OOI'.A RC K ' . the Cities of .Anaheim. Chino. 
('hino I lills, Diamond Har, ('laremont, Ontario, and Yorba l.inda, the .Anaheim Chamber of ('ommerce, the 
C'hino Valley ("hamber of ('ommerce and the (iateway Cities Council of Cioveniments. 

HOKN I N I KODl K'KS V() | KK El , l ( ; i BI M l Y V K K I K I C A I ION A c I 
Rep. Steve I lom (Long Heach) has introduced a bill intended to limit voter fr aud. The bill would 

allow local election officials to contact the Social Security .Administration and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Act to verify the citizenship of an individual submitting a voter registration aj)j)lication. I he 
bill does not require that election officials use the verification process, and contains restrictions aimed at 
preventing discrimination and privacy violations. Members interested in co-sjionsoring the bill should 
contact Matthew Phillips at x56676. 

HoiiSK APPKOPKIA I IONS A(;KKKSON DLSAS I KK Assis i ANCK PLAN 
Today ihe House Approprialions (rommillee passed, by voice vole, ihe Fiscal 1997 supplemental 

appropriations bill to pay lor mililary activities in Bosnia as well as needed natural 
disaster relief. The Disasler Recovery Acl of 1997 now lolals S8.4 billion, mcluding S5.5 billion in 
emergency natural disasler spending. $2 billion for overseas peacekeeping and resloralion of mililary 



^ifes /ne Up or̂  J'S. Road Fi ds 
fbrnfaxVE^ue^firl-^ Money k Oneo/Manyto Congress 

ByEricLipton 
WuttimcPaitSMtfWite 

It's a short stretch of bladctpp, five 
miles on Interstate 95 in southeni 
Fairfax County, 

But this often<x>ngested section of 
hî way is ait the center of i tattle in 
Congress over how to divi(te biliions of 
dollars in federal tranqxotatida funds 
over the next siryears. 

Faii£ue offidab, tbed of w a i ^ 
the state to appropriate die $30 inil-
lion needed to juU a fourth lane to this 
piece of 1-95, have hireda loUvist to, 
push Congress to designate it u a 
"demonstration project," whidj guar, 
anteesfiindiqg. 

'̂ annarldng money is the only way 
you can get a iump start," said Shwa 
rant, director of the county OfBce <tf 
Transpoatation. Tf we teave it up to the 
state, who knows, it may be years." 

But Fairfax isn't alone. Nearly 
1300 r^uests have fkwded Confess 
from coAmunities across the country,̂  
seeking f piece of the federal pie. 

That cnish of requests, and the in­
tense lobbying by politicians repre­
senting those areas, has state officials 
in Virginia and elsewhere wondering 
how much theyTI get . 

"Money should go to the states 
based on some rational process, not 
just on who has the most clout in Con­
gress," said Mary Lynn Tischer, direc­
tor of tiie policy office at tiie. Virginia 
Department of Transportation. I t dis­
torts the process." 

The debate is heating up tiiis spring 
as Congress begins to focus on tiie le-
autiiorization of tiie sinf̂ e most impor­
tant federal transportation fimding law: 
tiie Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act. Six years ago, when 
Congress approved tiie $155 bUdn act,: 
about $6 billion of tiiat total was set 
aside for tiie demonstration projects. ' 

That is a small share of tiie total, 
but It abready is attracting hungry in­
terest from local governments and 
tiieir representatives in tiie House. 

Rep. Thomas M. Davis III (R-Va) 
pushed hard tiiis year to land a seat on 
tiie House Transportation and Infra­
structure Committee so he could have 
a better chance of bringing some of 
tiiat bacon to tiie parts of Fairfax and 
Prince William counties he represents. 
_ This is not a principled matter," 
Davis said, adding tiiat a single large 
grant could make a politician's career. 
'There is no right and wrong. This is 
politics and as hardball as it gets." 

Davis alone has nominated $270 
milUon in special projects, including 
tiie $30 million for tiie five miles on I-
95 requested by Fairfax, as well as 
^rge grants for the expansion of 
Route 123 in Fairfax and a handfiil of 
projects in Prince William: ' 

Fairfax has hired Thomas Bulger, of 
Government Relations Inc., paying 
him as muĉ  as $72,000 to push its 
projects. Prt̂ ice William has hired Jan­
et, LPowel, of tiie Baker, Doiielson 

Bearman & CaldweU laŵ liBnn in ti>e 
District, paying ;lier i aŝ  miich u 

: $75,000in' trying to na &tm f^w^ 

that they advance projects that iii ' 
, wme ca{«n dioiild hbt^<^ 
I ; i'!The que^^ , 

battl̂  this year in JSingreps,- Bi^er,,,, ping I»ropB9».|i«epaed:to;«^ 
IS sotImw^:d6li^i/^^ is : p r e « h ^ IS 

,.v^wiietherij)uare;aD^^ 
y: publican.; ft 15-j^^ 
myour own coprauhitŷ  It)^ga«« tdF vfw 

wjaft absohitd|y''wildJ'|:7̂ ^ 
/l:>^ln ittie.Washiiigt(n̂ rieâ  M l ^ ^ o s i l i i ^ ^ ^ 

special requests are pam^ ̂  Vir̂ ^̂ -' nitah fr«.'.»wwj.i 
ginia, as most Mwl^ 
have let tiie state tactile Je^ 
ing, transportation fimit&^g. ̂ Mon^i^^ 
cry and Ftmce Geioige's cpimt^ 
example, have not suhmicted leqi^e^ W 

Maijiand has not been sly about 
asking for special appropriationŝ  ̂  k 
questing $320 millkm ioi' tiie exte«is^ 
of Metit) to Largo Town Ceoteir aiid'x 
$200 million to bring MARC service to: i 
Fiederick. It also has urged the fedehl R 
government to put tq> $1,5 UDun 'iaitM 
place tiie WbodrtwWil^ Bridge; ̂̂  C *̂  

Fairfax, Prince Williani and thelool 
governments in Hampton .I^ds : and < ' 
Richmond have: forwarded proposals 1̂  
that are brfore Congress (or qiedd 
consideration. In Hampton Roads, &r̂ ^̂  

gtnictiael̂ Vmrî  backer of 
rtibese and be in-' 
tvitM meiaibm tbe Hnise to submit 
;\P̂ oi)osabJor•tbem.•:iv>l̂ •̂•̂ ^ .-̂ vu;.; 

VNeilyv^op ^ the House's 435 
meoiber̂ iesix̂ ided.' 

:'4 ShuBtê  biiay compiling 
M ,tho« :iequM^ by one esti-
niate '̂itlw requests inight total as 
inudi aSi?$lqQ biDicin,^^ tiiah half • 
the mooQ̂  lor the oitire program for 

• six yiMra^ Y?;,;';;iv:v 
^^Tlie range of proposals tiiat have -
: been wibniitted & spedal atoiisider* 
ation is aiivesbm& ; 

_ V Officials m Utah are I ^ 

2002. ..i.̂ -).v/.-.',.ij'' serve Norfolk and Virginia Beach. V 
The Washington area is vrejl repre­

sented on tiie key House , committee 
that is overseeing tiie writing of tiie 
new transportation funding bill In adr 
dition to Davis, tiiere is Rep. Elijah E 
Cunumngs (D-Md.), R^. Wayne T. 
Gilchrest (R.Md.); Deh Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (DrD.C.) and Rep. 
Herijert R Bateman ( R ^ i X V ^ 

One committee member said last 
week tiiat when it comes time to pass 
out tiie special appropriation, tiie < ^ 
mittee will first go to its Republican 
members, tiien to its Democrats and' 
finally to otiiar members of Congres&̂ i 
In 1991, a total of 538 special appro-
pnations were given in tiie transporta­
tion funding bill. 
^ The intensity witii which some local' 
Virginia governments are pursuing tiie 
federal fiinds has not been looked on 
kindly by tiie state. V̂' * f 

David R. GehiV commissioner of the ̂  

2002. . , 
A stiing of governipents in the cen­

tral United States is JooUng for an es­
timated $8 billion .to buiU a highway 
ttat would stixtch from Michigan to 
Texas.;;;•./iVx:;:/;; . 

f And Alloitown, Pa.; wants its own 
. earmark to build the "America on 
I Transportation Museum" witii 
v $20 million in help from federal tax-
.̂payers. ; ' I : ; - : : 

Jack Scfaenendorf, chief of staff for 
V tiie House Transportation and Infra-
.1 rtructure pommittee, said he doubts 
,4 tiiat all tiie requests total $100 billkm • 
ItBut he defeoded tiie practice of Con̂  
|gress handing out fimds directiy to lo­
ir* cal gqwê iments; . 

"Ttese are very high priority pr^. 
iject? for members of Cragfess, who 

I (know tbcirjiistrictf very, very well," • 
. Schenendorf.said. • -JX . 

Sdipnendorf said the earmarked pro- • 

virgmia Department of Transportâ  f anall piece of the entire bill He saki it 
uon, said any money tiiat goes directiy: V:!̂  f ; f ^ 
to tiie local governments only niMnsr̂ '- distribution of hieh-
leatiiat comes directiy to tiie state. ;»«y«oney aw limited to Congress. 
, y ^ J f coming off tiie top ctf oiir^^^f M a role in tiie dedsion-

; l u i ^ . Iw saiA - fe:-^ i ^ ; ; ; as 
Some members of Congress—such .' .W -̂ t>̂ .said.}m:';̂ :--̂ ^̂ ^ 

as Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R:Va.)-agree .! • <̂ D̂avis and otiier:members are Con̂  
witii Gehr,̂  saying tiiat'none of tiie ' * f*^^ '< ' given tiiat it's likely 
money approved as partlrf .tiie • riew Y v ?^ N eirmarits, tiiey are just ^ 
law shouW be set/aside^ special pro- whâ ; th^Jwrn 

•J^:W,ai6ut.e«n«ufei^^^ 
of Conpess will he treatecj fairly;-̂ ^ 
Wolf said.. , > . ^ "̂"S. Davis saiivfTfypiir tuiii.y^^ 

And a coalition of environmental;' ^ ^>^^youriiroject will be gone." : • 
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•ByErkPianin;sj: 

? FHdaŷ the Wiite Hbuse an<tq()faĝ  
sioiral R^blicans secretly intenafied f 

; budget talks this wed̂  wMe; Pemch; V 
crtUĉ  budget \K6!likii^fi!t«0^^r 
talks today ami Thiiisday: ̂  Rnesk 

y sensus. ' i ' - -
Admiiiistiratiott̂ iô ^ 

and Scinate budget leaders held an im-
piOTiptu; unaraiounced nqgotiatm̂  
sion on Gapitdl jmi Monday; wWlel̂  

V liiost members of QMigress and ri^rt-
ers were away during a corigiressional 

• break. White House Budget Director 
Franklin D. Raines and chief congres-
sfonal tobbyist John Hilley alsô  spoke, 
by phone with S^te Budget Commit­
tee Chairman Pete V. Domaiid (R-
N.M.) and House Budget Committee 
Chairman John R. Kaskh (R-Ohio.), ac­
cording to a congressional sotirce.; 

But the path to a budget deal re­
mains complicated and there is no as­
surance an agreement could be struck 

any time soon. Negotiators hope to 
agree on a plan to balance the budget 
by 2002. slow the growth of Medkare; 
and other entitle^ts and provkte. a-i 
-aibstaiitiai tax cut; Senatef Majority J 
Leader-Trent Lott (R-Miss.) wa?ned ' 
(mce nbre ttet time was running out̂  
for the negotiations—now in their 
thiid week—and . that; unless he rê  
cewed assurances this wedt that ah 
agreonent is at hand, he and otiier 
GOPleadeinswouki break off talks. 

"Too maiv deadlines have already 
slipped Iv." Lott sakl yesterday. "This 
one is real and tiiey [at tiie White 
House] know it" : ^ 

A Senate RepubBcan jude saW, "We 
win have some indkation Wednesdaŷ  
or Thursday whetiier we're omtinuing 
to make the same kind ctf progress we 
made before." Congresskmal Republi­
cans and an administration qnkesman 
denied a rumor tiiat swept tiie finandal 
markets that a deal was at hand. 

Meanwhile. Uberal and cwiservative 
members of the House and Senate tiiis 
week voiced growing cwicem that ne­
gotiators will compromise important 

party principles in forging an agreed 
moit Yesterday, a group of 10 censer-̂  > 

; vatwe GOP senatorsVowed to; onnse j 
any. agreement that included a reduo-: 
tion in the cost-of-living adjustment \ 
(COLA) for Social Security and federal 
tax bradoets; ' ; :" % •> #5; • 

T h e group, led lySeniPhfl Gramin 
• (R-T(n.) and Sam Brpwnback â Itin.)v . 
sakl they were aĝ nst even a nupop; 
redudkm in tiie COLA because any 
savings or increased iax revenue would 

I go for additional spehdingT Whiter 
House and cohgrê bnal budget negy: 
tiators have hot ruled put the posaWfr-; 

;.: ty of a COLA reduction as part (tf an 
overall deal 

In 4 letter to Lott. tiie conservatives' 
speikd out this and four otiier "funda-, 
mentaTprindples* tiiey sakl had to be 
part of any budget deal Those indude 
"meaningful" tax relief for familiesr 
stradily declining deficits evjery year 
until the budget is balanced, srfr̂ eae ih 
disaetkmary l̂ending and strict ad-; 
heiehce to Cohgresaoial Budget Of' 
fice econonuc aissumptkns. 
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April 22,1997 

RE: S. 532, the "STARS 2000" Proposal 

Dear Senator: 

The Surface Transportation Policy Project and the undersigned organizations are writing to 
express our reaction to S.532, the "STARS 2000" proposal for surface transportation 
reauthorization. We commend the authors of STARS 2000 for continuing the transponation 
enhancement program as well as funding for metropolitan areas, bridge repair and 
reconstruction. Wefecl, however, that it represents a step backward overall. 

:::ini3;?;;j5i'nj^i.::;...::...L:;:;-j • -^ -i --i-

:u:atp 
•• '.."n^S .ft 

|;2raii^:^^ Surface Transponation Efficien(7 Act is the standard against which •.•• •••r 
|ip4^ |̂t̂ r^ should be measured. ISTEA represented a step toward a n ô; 

transportation policy by ensuring mobi 
environment and engaging local ô icials in building more livable communities through 
well-planned and bsdanced transponation investments. When measured against these 
criteria, the STARS 2000 proposal falls far short 

If enacted, the STARS 2000*s proposal to abolish the Interstate Maintenance program 
would lead to a decline in the condition and quality of our nation's Interstate Highway 
System, the focus of our highway investment for the past forty yean. In addition, the 
proposal represents an overall shift in funding away from programs dealing with road 
repair, environmental degradation, pedestrian and bicycle safety, and metropolitan and local 
qranspoitadon problems to a limited set of state owned facilities on the National Highway 
System. STARS 2000 would spend 60 percent of its funding on the Naiional Highway 
System, as opposed to about 40 percent on the Interstate and NHS, as under cuixent law. 
STARS 2000 would undeifiind important transportation facilities and services- owned or 
managed by cities and counties, and sierving the vast majority of the populace — and would 
dedicate funding instead to expanding roads in environmentally damaging ways. 

We are also concerned that STARS 2000 drastically cuts the Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality program. Hie CMAQ program has provided critically needed funding to 
communities which are struggling to respond to the requirements of the Qean Air Act. 
While this proposal retains tifie spending requirement for air quality projects in limited 
areas, it cuts this environmental program by 75 percent over the funding levels proposed by 
the Administration. This funding level is unaccq)iable because fewer areas would be able to 
have CMAQ projects. The STARS 2000 proposal would lead to a worsening of air quality 
and a decline in public health. 

STARS 2000 does not address the nation's transit program; it does not acknowledge that 
"highway-only" solutions represent the failed policies of the Fifties, not the innovative 
stratĉ es needed as we move into the next century. ISTEA was a big step forward. In 
reauthorizing ISTEA this year. Congress should continue to move ahead and not attempt to 
turn back the dock. 

fiPR 24 '97 16=25 202 939 3475 PAGE.02 
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•:.4 :̂Miira,̂ im.im--̂ A^ 2000 is a Step backward for the condition of tiie nation's highwaysrthes:.. 
, environment, and the counties and cities that maintain the large majonty of the nation s 

the backers of STARS 2000 will work with the supporters of ISTEA to craft a 
reauthorization bill Aat meets their ftinding requirements while meeting national goals 

other highways; providing for the needs of transit and ru»j. i î ™ ,̂ 
officials and the public involved in the planning and decision-making process. These are 
tiie cnicial ingredients for a successful reauthorization proposal thai would serve the 
people's transportation needs into the 21st century. 

Sincerely. 

Surface Transportation Policy Project 
-and-

American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 
American Institute of Architects 
American Planning Association 
American Public Works Association 
Association for Commuter Transportation 
Bicycle FedMarion of America 
Center for Auto Safety 
Center for Neighborhood Technology 
Citizen Action 
Environmental and Energy Study Instimte 
Environmental Defense Fund 
Environmental Working Group 
Friends of die Earth 
League of American Bicyclists 
National Association of Regional Councils 
National League of Cities 
National Neighborhood Coalition 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
New York City Environmental Justice Council 
PODER - People Organized for Defense of the Earth and Her Resources 
Public Citizen 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
Sierra Qub 

APR 24 '97'16:25 
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Delivsr to: Dorothy Robyn. NEC From: Tim Ransdall. Calif. Instituts 3/21/97. 00:53:50. Page 1 of S 

T H E CALIFORMIA INSTITUTE 
FOR FEDERAL POLICY RESEARCH 

419 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington, D.C. 20003 
Voice: 202-546-3700 Fax: 202-546-2390 e-mail: ransdell@calinst.org 

Volume 4, BuUetiii 10 - Mai cli 20,1997 

To expand communications batwaen Washington and California, the California Institute provides 
periodic faxed bulletins regarding current activity on Capitol Hill which directly impacts our state. 
Bulletins are published weekly during sessions of Congress, and occasionally during other periods. The 
e-mail edition is made possible in part by a computer server donation from Sun Microsystems. 

A L L 52 HOUSE CALIFORNIANS SIGN UTILITY RESTRUCTURING LETTER 
Every M«mb<;r of Congress from Califomia loday sent a lelier lo Commerce Commillee 

Chairman Tom Bliley (VA) regarding electric utility restructuring issues. The letter was 
circulated by Reps. Jerry Lewis (Redlands) and Lucille Roybal-Allard (Los Angeles), the 
respective chairs of the Califomia Republican and Democratic delegations. 

The letter describes AB1890, the landmark utility restructuring bill that passed the 
Califomia legislature and was signed by the Governor last summer after painstaking negotiations 
among many of the state's stakeholders. AB1890 provides that customer choice in electi icity 
will begin in California on January 1, 1998, and will be fiilly implemented by 2002. ihe bill 
ensures that all consumers will be able to benefit from utility rate reductions resulting from 
competition and will improve the reliability of service, advance environmental concerns, and 
ensure fiscal soundness. The letter supports California's utility restructuring decisions and calls 
on Chainnan Bliley to respect the state's efforts and to insure the oppoiliuiity to fiilly implement 
AU1890 as Congress considers electric utility restnicturing from a national perspective. 

For a copy of the signed letter, contact the Institute. 

REP. BILBRAY ADDRESSES INSTITUTE'S ADVISORY BOARD 
Rep. Brian Bilbray (San Diego) spoke to the monthly breakfast meeting of the Institute's 

Advisory Board tnembers on Thursday. The Institute wants to thank Pacific Gas & Electric for 
hosting the breakfast. Rep. Bilbray outlined several of the issues he is focusing on this year. 

A particular priority will be his bill, H.R. 630, dealing with refonnulated natural gas. The 
bill would allow California's cleaner burning gasoline regulations to apply instead of existing 
federal regulations, as long as the California regulations achieve equivalent or greater reductions 
in emissions of ozone-forming compounds and toxic air contaminants. LPA, according to Rep. 
Bilbray, has already found that California's gasoline standards are equal to, or more stringent 
than, federal standards. However, the federal standards require that refonnulated gasoline 
contain various specified properties, whereas California's standards allow for more flexibility in 
its refonnulated gasoline. Thus, cunently, California's refiners must continue to comply with the 
federal standards. 

The bill has been co-sponsored to date by a bipartisan group of 13 tnembers of the 
Califomia congressional delegation. For more infonnation, or to co-sponsor the bill, please call 
Dave Scliroeder in Rep. Bllbray's office at x52040. 

Congressman Bilbray also discussed the need for legislation to require federal customs 
agents at the border to enforce U.S. smog laws and prevent polluting cars being driven into the 
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U.S. trom Mexico. He stated that air sensors have shown that although cross-border trattic 
accounts for only one percent of the traffic in the area, it emits 13 percent of the air pollution. 
The Congressman also discussed several other issues, including the Medicaid provisions in the 
President's budget, automatic citizenship for children of illegal immigrants bom in the U.S.; and 
preventing drug addicts, se.\ offenders, and convicted felons from being deem disabled for 
purposes of receiving housing assistance. 

PRESIDENT SENDS EMERGENCY FLOOD RELIEF SUPPLEMENTAL TO CONGRESS 
The President has requested a $2 billion emergency supplemental appropriation to assist 

in the recovery efforts fiom recent disasters in several states, including the Januaiy floods in 
California. LInder the request, California would receive about $907 million to cover cleanup 
costs, government reconstruction loans, and emergency levee maintenance and repair. 
Specifically, California would receive the following: $274 million for the activities in Califomia 
undertaken by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); $208 million for repair 
work by the Depaitment of Transportation; $202 million for .Anny Corps of Engineers 
emergency repairs; $196 million for Department of Interior repairs, most of which will go to 
Yosemite National Park; $21 million to the Agriculture Departinent's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service; and finally, $5.5 million to the Department of Commerce's fish hatcheries 
programs in California. 

The President deemed ihe supplemental lo be an emergency, thus, eliminating Ihe need lo 
reduce FY97 tiinding for other discretionary programs in order to offset the additional money 
requested. 

Rep. Vic Fazio (West Sacramento), whose district suffered from heavy flooding, called for 
quick action on the supplemental, and urged that Congress not let "regional difTerences and 
parochial inleresls defeat this relief effort." 

In anticipation of the supplemental, Rep. Richard Pombo (Tracy) said earlier, such 
ftinding "will be key in ensuring that California's flood victims get back on their feet." 

REP. LOFGREN SPONSORS BRIEFING ON PATENT REFORM B I L L 
On Wednesday, Rep. Zoe Lofgren (San Jose) sponsored a briefing on H.R. 400, the 21st 

Century Patent System Improvement Act of 1997. After welcoming the congressional stafTand 
other parties in attendance. Rep. Lofgren turned the briefing over to Linda Evans of IBM, who 
introduced representatives from the 21st Century Patent Coalition and the yVmerican Intellectual 
Property Law Association. 

."̂ mong other provisions, the bill will bring U.S. palenl laws into hannony wilh other 
industrialized countries. It will require that in most instances patent applications will be 
published 18 months after the original filing date. The bill also converts the \ .IS. Patent and 
Trademark Office into a government corporation and ensures that all fees collected will be 
retained for use by the PTO, rather than diverted to the general treasury. The bill is widely 
supported by the high technology industry. For a copy of the materials handed out by the 21 si 
Century Patent Coalition, call the Institute at 546-3700. 

SENATE HOLDS HEARING ON ENCRYPTION BILLS 
The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee held a hearing 

Wednesday on two bills, S. 377 and S. 378, that would ease restiictions on the export of 
encryption sofKvare and devices, manufactured by D.S. computer electronics companies to 
ensure the security of financial and other transactions conducted electronically. The U.S. 
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historically has severely restricted the export of these items because of the potential that terrorists 
and other criminal groups may use them to cover up their activities. Recently, the Department of 
Commerce issued new regulations that open a two-year window for export of more sophisticated 
encryption items, as long as they have a key recover>' system. The key to unlocking the 
encrypted material must be kept by an authorized ihird-parly. Should U.S. law enforcement 
authorities need access to the key because of suspected criminal activity, a court order would be 
required, much as is currently the case for wiretaps. 

Among others, the Committee heard from FBI Director Louis Freeh; Deputy Director of 
the National Security Agency, William Crowell; William Reinsch, Undersecretary of Commerce, 
Bureau of E.xport Adniinislralion; and James Barksdale, CEO, Netscape Communications Inc, 
representing the Information Tecliiiology Association and Software Publishers Association. 

The government witnesses all defended the need for a U.S. sanctioned key recovery 
system, which would guarantee law enforcement's access to criminal material if the need arose. 
Mr. Barksdale, on the other hand, stated that consumers globally were becoming aware of the 
benefits of having a key lo decrypt encoded dala and lhal market forces would be able lo resolve 
85 percent of the govenuiient's and industiy's mutual concerns about security. He argued that, 
under the Administration's proposal, LI.S. companies will not be able to compete globally, 
because foreign consumers do not want the U.S. government to dictate the type of encryption 
device they purchase. 

The testimony from the hearing can be found at the Committee's Internet homepage at 
www. senate. gov/~coniiii erce. 

EDUCATION STAFFERS CONTINUE IDEA NEGOTIATIONS; HOUSE BILL'S 
FORMULA STILL L I K E L Y TO FAVOR CALIFORNIA 

Negotiations to resolve differences over changes to the hidividuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) continued this week, and final resolution will probably take several more 
weeks. While discipline issues are being debated now, staff will soon tum to changes in the 
funding fonnula, an issue which will significantly impact California's share of federal dollars 
distributed. 

Sources close to the negotiations said that they expect the bill that comes out of the House 
committee will include a fomiula based on population — an approach which could increase 
California's share of the program's funds from roughly 10% to about 12%. 

At present, funds are distributed based on each state's estimates of how many disabled 
children ser\'ed in a state. Such a system is subject to state-by-state variation in reporting 
methods, and in some cases over-reporling by e.\cessively inclusive stales. The source e.\pecls 
the bill to reflect the formula change previously proposed by the committee — which would 
instead use an objective standard such as a state's school-age population, population age 3-21, or 
a mixture of population and poverty data. Any of these approaches would significantly increase 
California's share of the $2.3 billion distributed nationwide. According to one source, "ever>' 
scenario comes oul positively for California." 

HOUSE PANEL HOLDS HEARING ON CALIFORNIA FLOODING 
Earlier this week the Transportation Committee's Subcommittee on Water Resources and 

Environment held a hearing on the recent flooding in Northern and Central California. In 
addition to examining the impact of the floods, the witnesses and committee members considered 
the steps necessary to mitigate fiiture flood tlireats. I he first panel of witnesses consisted of 
Califomia members whose districts were hardest hit by the recent floods: Rep. Wally Hergcr 
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(Chico), Rep. Vic Fazio (West Sacramento), Rep. Richard Pombo (Tracy), and Rep. George 
Miller (Richmond). The members described the devastation caused by the disaster which 
evacuated more than 120,000 people from their homes and caused more than $1.7 billion in 
damage. In order for the emergency recovery work to move ahead the panelists urged support 
for the President's emergency supplemental approprialions request (see earlier article in this 
BuUetiii fbr details). Although each member acknowledged the significance of emergency 
repairs, they stressed the need for longer temi solutions to the region's flood protection 
difficulties, such as the Auburn Dam proposal or increased off-stream storage capacity. Several 
California members also suggested a comprehensive study of Northem and Central Califomia's 
flood control system as a necessary first step in resolving the region's persistent flooding 
problems. 

Also appearing before the committee were the following federal officials discussing their 
agencies' disaster relief efforts: FEMA Director James Lee Witt; Civil Works Director Major 
General Russell L. Fulinnan (,\nny Corps of Engineers); Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Director Warren M. Lee; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Geny A. Jackson; and 
FEMA Executive Associate Director Lacy Suiter. 

Finally, the panel heard testimony from California Resources Agency Secretary- Douglas 
P. Wheeler and a number of local California officials from affected areas. 

CALIFORNIA MEMBERS PRESENT REQUESTS FOR ISTEA REAUTHORIZATION 
Over the past several weeks the House Subcommittee on Surface Transportation began 

consideration of te.stimony from individual Members of Congress who have specific policy 
initiatives or who wish to express support for high priority projects in their district for inclusion 
in the ISTEA reauthorization legislation. Historically, Califomia has not fared well in the fight 
for transportation demonstration projects. The General Accounting Office recently estimated lhal 
California receives just under 6% of federal dollars authorized fbr such projects. Thirty-one 
members of California's delegation presented their requests to the transportation panel. Below is 
a list of requested Califomia high priority projects by member. For a copy of a particular 
member's testimony visit the subcommittee's website at www.house.gov/transportation. 

Rep. Bill rhomas - lulare Comity Road Projects/Kem County Road Projects/Porten'ille. California Request 
Rep. Ron Packard - Occansidc-Escoiidido Light Rail 
Rep. Julian Dbcon - L.A. County MTA Projects 
Rep. Buck McKeon - L.A. Coiuity MTA Projects/Nortli L..^. County Projects 
Rep Maxiiie Waters - Project Reqiiests 
Rep. Gary Condit - LTniversity of California Parkway Loops 
Rep. George Brown - I-lO-Pepper Ave. Interchange, Sierra Ave Reconst., Etiwanda Intercliange/lvletrolink 
Rep. Mattliew Martinez - Foothill Transit 
Rep. Xavier Becerra - MTA Issues/Glendale Corridor Project 
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard -1-710 Firestone Exchange 
Rep. George Miller - Project Requests 
Rep. Walter Capps - Route 46 E.\tension Project 
Rep. Bob Filner - San Diego & Arizona Eastern Railway 
Rep. Ken Calvert - Riverside County Tjan.spoitafion Projects 
Rep. Fiaiik Riggs - Higliway 101 Fiiiidiiig/Iiiteniiodal Ceiitei 
Rep. Lynn Woolsey - HOV Widening US-1 /Tntermodal Fac./Retrofit G.G. Bridge/Tvlarin Bike Path-HOV Proj 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi - HOV Widening US-1/Intermodal Facilities/Retrofit G.G. Bridge 
Rep. David Drier - Alameda Corridor EasL'Gateway to America 
Rep. Jay Kim - Alameda C'orrid. E./Gateway to Amer./Ontario Int'l Ground Access.'Mountain Ave-MO Interch 
Rep. Robert Matsui - Soutli Sac. Corridor Light Rail Project/Aiden-Garden Connector/Sac. Intermodal Center 
Rep. Calvin Doolcy - Higliway 180 West 
Rep. Brian Dilbray - San Diego Liglit Rail 
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Rep. Loretta Sanchez - Bristol Street Project/ Interstate 5 - Gene Autry Way Project 
Rep. Brad Sherman - Ventura County, Sherman Oaks, Woodland Hills Projects 
Rep. Tom Campbell - DART, Tasman Light Rail 
Rep. Zoe Lofgren - BART, Tasman Liglit Rail 
Rep. Anna Fshoo - RART, Tasman Light Rail 
Rep Ellen Tausdier - Route 4/Route 84 - I-ISO Iiileidiaiige 
Rep. Sam Fanr - Santa Cruz County Transit Projects, Monterey County Transit Projects 
Rep. George Radanovich - Highway 41 Extension 
Rep. Tom Lantos - BART SFO Extension 

SENATE COMMITTEE CHAIR INTENDS T O S E E K FDA REFORM 
Labor & Human Resources Committee Chair James Jeffords (VT) reportedly intends to 

link FDA reform measures, which failed lo reach final Senale passage last year, wilh this year's 
reauthorization of the Prescription Dmg LIser Fees Act (PDUFA). The Act, which regulates the 
federal govemtnent's receipt and use of user fees associated with pre.scription drugs, expires at 
the end of 1997. Califomia's biomedical community (which includes about one-third of the 
nation's finns) has strongly backed an FDA overhaul. 

C A L I F O U N I A N I M K()1)1) ( :KSCI,ASSU() ( )M TE(:nN()L()(;YlMru()VKMKN I B I L I , 

Earlier today, Califomia Congressman Randy "Duke" Cunningham (San Diego) 
introduced legislation to provide tax incentives, in the fonn of a deduction, to businesses that 
donate computer teclinology, equipment, and sofhvare to schools and non-profits involved in 
primary and secondary education. Additionally, corporations that contribute cash lo primary and 
secondary educational institutions and non-profits fbr the purpose of purchasing computer-
related items will receive a 110 percent tax credit for their donations. Given the California 
economy's reliance on skilled teclinical labor and the state's low national ranl<ing in primary and 
secondary school spending, this tax incentive could significantly benefit Califomia's schools. 
Rep. Cunningham introduced the legislation in response to a recent GAO report entitled 
"America's Schools Are Not Designed Or Equipped For The 21st Century." As the title 
suggests, the document concluded that America's clas.srooms are lacking the computer 
teclinology necessary for school children to develop needed computer literacy. For instance, only 
14 percent of classrooms have the type of phone jack needed to access the Intemet, and a mere 
one in fifly classrooms is actually coruiecled lo ihe Inleniel. Those schools forlunale enough lo 
own computers often must use machines which are nearly obsolete, according to the report. 



L.U4vcr 



Pi ft 

...Ms 



11 

- N 7 





/ ' 

/5/// /(hallis— 

r 

/ Ubi^'^^^f^' 

/I 

A--^-^£^/&^M^:.^.L:L-.... 

/hjk..<^.>)&}r.y^^ 

^^/^5:.^:.sJ..^^. _ - — -



UA.0 I/-

h-^;M}.^..^...^.2tL £^U,6^.^-:_...i^.^.(L. t 

" j ^ - L j d j : , ^ ^ 

.J:^.Jlld^.-^-^t^.fM^ji 
^ A - r A -"x^u?4.J CduV', ^^'-^ / ^ . f / 

'^...—^ ti£h:':j'.k...^ 

.Ji-



7 ^ 

""•-"7./^^^T^ 

----H^^^v-f^^^-^H-

( / 





.J^M::^^([......d^....Jl.^--

_^_lMh_ 



( 

1 

I? 
o 

^~j^AcLsA^L^(ti. 

W-

S^M^:^ 

. / cH Ikh. 

{yijL. •) 



r 
7^ "c^^7~: 



_zLpy/_5*cJk̂ _ 

S^Al/t^A^ll 





-A 

.^^^M^S^-i^^ 


