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Q We are reevaluating, are we, don’t ask, don’t tell?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think the candidates are. A lot of them are saying it should
be changed.

Q What do you think?

THE PRESIDENT: I tried to have a different policy. I tried to say gays should be able to
serve in the military --

Q Period?

THE PRESIDENT: Without lying about it. But if the military code of justice says that
homosexual acts are illegal, if they keep it, then they’d have to observe that. But when we went
to don’t ask, don’t tell, it was all we could get through the Congress. The Congress had a veto-
proof majority to reverse the policy | recommended.

Now, a new administration and new members of Congress, they’re free to do something
different. What we’re doing now -- in August, we issued some new guidelines to try to correct
some of the abuses, because the policy, as it were articulated in *93, has been often abused, and
that’s what’s led to some of these expulsions, some of this harassment.

The Secretary of Defense is absolutely committed to faithfully implementing the policy.
It’s really don’t ask, don’t tell, don’t pursue, under those circumstances.

Q So it’s not the policy that’s wrong?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I didn’t say that. | recommended a different policy, but the
policy is better than the results. That is, if the policy were faithfully applied, we would not have
many of the problems that we’ve had these last few years, and [ think the Secretary of Defense
and the leadership of the Pentagon is now — with these new guidelines and with the work they’re
doing to try to make sure people are trained and they understand they’re not supposed to go in
and harass people and what can and cannot trigger an inquiry, I think we can make it better now.
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