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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

. KENNRDY (for himeclf, )

introdaced the following bil; which wes reed wice and referred to the
Committee on -

A BILL

amend title 10, United States Coce, to repeal the require-
ment to discharge or retire members of the Armed
Forces who are HIV-positive.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represerta-
tives of the United States of America tn Congress assembled,
BECTION 1. REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT FOR DISCHARGE

" OR RETIREMENT OF HIV-POSITIVE MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED mncés.

(a) RepraL.—(1) Section 1177 of title 10, United
States Code, relating to mandatory discharge or retire-
ment of ﬁxembers of the Armed Forces infected with HIV-

1 vixus, is repealed.
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(Original signature of Member)

104TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION H. R.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. TORKILDSEN (for himself, Ms. HARMAN, and Mr. DELLUMS) introduced
the following bill, which was referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To repeal the requirement enacted in the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996 for the manda-
tory discharge or retirement of any member of the
Armed Forces who is HIV-positive.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT FOR DISCHARGE

OR RETIREMENT OF HIV-POSITIVE MEMBERS

3

4

5 OF THE ARMED FORCES.

6 Section 567 of the National Defense Authorization
7

Act for Fiscal Year 1996 is repealed and the provisions

February 1, 1996 (2:09 p.m.)
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1 of section 1177 of title 10, United States Code (and the

item relating to that section in the table of sections at

the beginning of chapter 59 of such title), as amended by

that section 567, are hereby amended so as to read as

in effect on the day before the date of the enactment of

(o NV, B O S B\

that Act.

February 1, 1996 (2:08 p.m.)
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Bl"s Would Repeal PrOUlszon
To Expel Troops With H.LV.

By ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON, Feb. 1 — A bipar-
tisan effort in the House and Senate
is under way to repeal a provision in
a military budget bill that would
force the Pentagon to discharge

“troops who have the virus that

causes AIDS.

Republicans Hke Senator william
S. Cohen of Maine and Representa-
tive Peter G. Torkildsen of Massa-
chusetts along with many Demo-
crats, including Senator Sam Nunn of
Georgia, oppose the discharges.

Lawmakers will most likely intro-
duce bills in the Kouse and Senate in
the next few days to eliminate the
provision that would discharge with-
in six months more than a thousand
service members who are infected
with H.LV., the virus that causes
AIDS.

“If Magic Johnson can play pro-
fessional basketball after five years
with H.LV, then a dedicated Ameri-
can ought to be able to serve his or
her country in a noncombat role,”
Mr. Torkildsen said in an interview.

Efforts to repeal the discharge
provision have broad bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate, but face an uphill
struggle in the House. The bill's au-
thor, Representative Robert K. Dor-
nan, a California Republican who is
seeking his party’s Presidential
nomination, refused to compromise
his measure during a conference
committee,

Currently, service members who
are infected with H.L.V. are allowed
to stay on active duty in this country
as long as they are healthy and able.

The provision for the discharges is

included in the Pentagon's $265 bil-
lion budget bill for the 1996 fiscal
year, which began Oct. 1. President
Clinton, who opposes the discharges,
is nonetheless expected to sign the
overall bill next week because the
Pentagon supports most of its other
provisions. :

The White House has directed offi-

. clals from the Defense, Justice and

Veterans Affairs departments to rec-
ommend ways to repeal the dis-
charge provision and insure that
troops with H.1V. and their families

An uphill battle in
the House is seen to
prevent more than

1,000 dismissals.

continue to receive full medical and’
disability payments. ]

Dratting the actual legislation to
repeal the provision {s short and
straightforward. Devising a way for
Congress to approve it is more diffi-
cult. “We're into tactics and timing,’
not issues of substance,” one tOp.
Senate aide sald. -

Critics of discharge provision ar-
gue that it is discriminatory.- They’
note that no attempt is being made to
dismiss 4,000 other troops whose du-
ties are restricted because of chronic ',
but not debilitating ilinesses like can-
cer and heart disease.



