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enfoileflew 
l a M ^ HIV 

' !Nick^ide • ' 

HINGTON The Clinton 
nistratioii and Congress are . 

leading for a shtJwdoWn oil the pres- ' 
Ideht's idecisioii to hot defend the 

-;hew laWfthat clisniissal -: 
ofHIV-poaitive service inembers. -'̂  

- But high noon probably won't -
~comie iintil the end of August, w h ^ 
the Defeiise Department will be i'b-

: quired to begin dismissing troops. :-
When Clinton signed the 1996 De-

fense Authorization Act Feb. 10, he 
" expressed his distaste for the provi­

sion that calls for the discharge of ' 
anyone who tests positive for hunian 
immimodefldency virus-l — the vi- ' 
rus that causes AIDS. 

Although the disease has no ; 
known cure, past military policy al­
lowed HIV-positive Btmoe membera 
to remain on duty as long as they 
were healthy enough to serve. 

The new law offers HIV-positive : 
service members honorable dis- r 
charges, and allows infected people 
with 18 or more years of service to 
remain on duty until they qpialify for 
retirement pay. 

Clinton called the new provision 
"discriminatory," and ordered the 
Justice Departmient not to defend it 
in federal courts. Instead, he advised 
Attorney (Jeneral Janet Reno to de­
fer the government's responsibility 
to defend the law to Congress. 

The president also called for the 
departments of Defense, Veterans 
AiTairs and Transportation to pro­
vide "fiiU benefits" to HIV-positive 
service members and their families. 

Sympathetic lawmakers in both 
the House and Senate say they wiU 
attempt to repeal the policy. 

' "There is strong bipartisan sup­
port in thQ Senate for repealing the 
provision, and we intend to do all we 
can to see that its days on the stat­
ute books are numbered," said Sen. 

, Edward M. Keimedy, D-Mass. 
In the House, Rep. Peter G. Tor-

kildseti, R-Mass., introduced a bill to 
V repeal the provision before the Na-
^ tional Security Committee on Feb. 1. 
f'̂  Citing the support of Defense Secre-
;i tary William Perry and Joint (Chiefs of 

Staff CJhairman Gen. John Shalikash-
viii, Torkildsen said, "When our na-

'l tion's top military officials state dear-
'f ly that HIV-positive men and women 
i are capable of performing their duty, 

(ingress should not be imcromanag-
ing military personnel policy." 

Supporters of the discharge policy 
V call it a readiness issue, and dismiss 
. suggestions that banning otherwise 
' healthy carriers of HIV from active 
' duty is unfair. A spokesman for the 
f measure's sponsor. Rep. Robert K. 
Doman, R-(3alif., accused the adminisr 

. tration of "ignoring the Constitution." 
^ (Dongress is not likely to stand still 

and accept the administration's posi-
tion, Fallon said. He could not sped-

,,;fy what action lawmakers will take, 
^ adding 'We will have to wait and 
-see." ••"•̂  

Mine^crews t< 
By Ernest BlazEU* 
Times stafT writer 

WASHINGTON - r Sailors manning for­
ward-deployed mine - oontermeasures ships 
are in for a shake-up. 

The two ships in the Western Pacific, 
Guardian and Patriot, will now be perma­
nently stationed in Japan, bringing an end 
to the! rotation of 83rman crews from In^e-
side, Texas. 
T h e . ships will how receive permanent 

: crews. Families and crew members began 
inoving to Sasebo, Jc^jan, Jan. 1. 

' But the Navy's dedsioti tb forward de-
,ploy — tather than homili)6rt '^H;wo oth^^ 

i mine countermeasure ahips in th^ Persian 
Gulf will resiirrect the rotEitiohd br^y^^ 
policy there. '"f ' ' . ••'̂  •V^t^-H--:/:!;.'' 

f: The same crews that used to tirade off 
ownership of Patriot and Guanlian in the 
Western Pacific will now be pointed to the. 

' Persian Gulf to man the Ardeiit and! Dex­
trous in six-month shifts. 

There are four crews per ship, each serv­
ing A six-month deployment in:a standard 
24-month deployment cyde. 

The Pentagon announced Feb. 14, the 
move of the Ardent and Dextrous to the 
Persian Gulf, under the control of the Fifth 
Fleet, headquartered in Manama, Bahndn. 

It's part of the Navy's new push to get. 

mine warftire e 
tant theaters novs 
sortie 1 1 — a 

- hostilities begin. 
Ardent and Dex 

ton, S.C., prepari; 
are due to leavt 
heavy-lift > bt 
and arrive in the 
from the Pentagor 

The Mine Wai 
owns the ships, is 
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Dalton on the^sta 
By Ernest Blazar 
Tunes staiT writer 

WASHINGTON — The Navy has made 
some mistakes in its effort to smoothly in­
tegrate women throughout the service, ad­
mitted Navy Secretaiy John Dalton. 

"And vre'll make more," he told teport-
ers at a press conference Feb. 14. 

"There are some in our service that still 
don't get it," Dalton said. "And that, unfor­
tunately, indudes some of our flag and gen­
eral officers and senior enlisted personnel." 

But he said such missteps are a natural 
offshoot in tiying to make cultural and so­
cial changes in the Navy. 

"My expectation- is that this change 
caused by moving forward will create fric-

• tion — throwing off sparks, and introduc­
ing heat and l i ^ t to some of the dark cor­
ners of the organization." 

Dalton's speech was billed as a report on 
the "Stete of the Navy." The first three-
fourths of his speech focused on readiness, 
technology and effidency. TTi6 last quflftof ' 
addressed topics that hay* 
most recent headlines. i;- -•.•f 

Dalton was contrite, but iSnuj saĵ ung'jfc^ 
Navy was ri^t in quickljr"makihg piiblid ' 
the errors of ite people, a strategy still ques­
tioned by some flag officers who complain 
they've seen no payoff yet. 

But Dalton argued that quickly getting 
word out to the public on scandals vrill re­
sult in a better Navy in the long term, he 
said. 

"The more open the forum, the better 
the environment for organizational and 
public feedback," he said. 

He called it a "process of public renew­
al." 

The reaction from. some quarters was 
supportive. 

"Well at least Dalton gete it," said John 
Byron, a retired Navy siibmarine captain • 
who argues in the February Naval Institute 
Proceiedin^s that embedded sexism, not 
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Ncitional News 

President declares HIV ban unconstitutional 
Calling measure 'dTscriminatory; president promises his administration will not defend it 

b y L n t i C h l b b a r o J r . 
F>r«« |den t C l l n l a n l u t ^ c « k l o o k d ie 

u sup o f declBTlnB as unconS'im-
liotuu a claiuc In B defcnso buUe^t b i l l 
t h a i t« ( ) ( i t i ^» t h e m i l i l A r y l a r l iRcht iT^* o t l 
Ecrw I c f m e m b e n w h n I r a I p m r i l iv C fOf 

C ' l t n l o n ' E d e c i s i o n I<3 r«»ft j«: t r s d n f f c n f l a 
law poffflod by Conervw ORQIIISI a. co im 
chnrTr.ncn m n r i c u l l h « H K I t i m e a U . S . 

Pr f L i i i i c n t has takr .n s u c h Ail OCCian S lnco 
l « i d e n t F r i n H i n O r l n n o R f t r t M v e l r rfirt 

n i ' J tT t h a n 5 0 y c a r « ago . 
C i i n i p n . w l i f l e s i g n l n f i t h « N P I I Q M A I 

n c f e n M AULhortzation A n of 1P9^ Inio 
l l i w o n FCt>. 10. M i d Tic tlB3 d l i v c t c f S i h « 
Jiimlicc rVi» tu l r t»*Ht fw^t f o r l r F r n r I I h n H I V 
d lu r f iBTRr cInt iKe I n c o u n acn in s t a I n w -

A I D S a d v c K D c v f t r o u p s h a ^ * MicT tH(*y 
w i l l n i f t s u i t t o o v c n u m the c l i i u 9 « i f 
C < n i p c A 4 dCiTA no t Infcc s i r p a to rvpeaf i l 
i t t n n i R l i a KrpantTf^ b i l l . 

T t w p i e s t i l e n i c a l l e d t h r d i w r l i ^ r H ' ^ P*"-
viflion 'dUu^rlmlnaiory and hif ihly puni­
tive** and p r o m l u d lo support efforv^ in 
0 » n g r t * i lo repeal Ihr provision " h t r o r t 
a s i n g l r s m v l c r t n c m b C T is d i s c h n r p r d 
Tr%3iffi t h e a n n e d fon:e&.** 

" I have concluded thai this discrintlnn-
lory pruvifiinn iA unconstltuUonal." Cl in-
t r m K H M i n h U P c b . 10 *i{»T(;mr,nt. " I n nc-
co rdancH iwl i t i m y consi l luMinn. iT d c i c r m i -
n a l l o n , i h « A l l o r n ^ y O v n w - a l ^ v I I I d e c l i n e 
lo derend ilits provlrlrtn. incicarl, ihc Ac-
tomev General w | | | inrpnn i*»a HOUKO and 
SAnale oF th ia ricilarmint\linrt f i n t h a i t h e y 
may. iT ihcy winh, prtsent in ihc courta 
(hi t i r j i r f l i i m c n l that i h c prCiViSiOr . t h n i i l d 
b « c i m u i n c d . " 

C n y c i v i l r i g h u t a l l a m e y s s a id i h e y 
wr-m plnnwid iliAi Clinton decided not to 
d c r r n d I h c p r o v i s i o n irt c o u r t b u t c a u 
l i o n v d (hat i h c Dii t fTomc a f a l i i w j t u i l fO 
Ct lBl l«nB« the p rOv lR lon Is i i n c e i t H l n . 

"113 n e i t h e r a dead b a n g l o s e r n o r a 
w»ro w i n n e r . " s a i d M a t ! C o l « , e x e c u t i v e 
d i r e c t o r o f i h c A C I - U ' s N a l i o n f t l L u b i a n 
U K J O a y R i g h T P m j c c L " I I ' K • o m c w h e r e 

I n t w t w e e n . " 
C o i c a a n d o t h e r a i i o m e y p w h o are l i k e ­

l y ro r c f w s r n t s n r v i c o m o m b i r f l W h o Chal -
l en f t e rhe d i s c h a r c c p i n v i s i O n s a id the 
b e s i b o i rc»r H g h t i n g the p i -o^Js i i in !•« ro 
pemade Conf t fe« rn repeal 1 1 

~X>l l ien i lon p h o u l d t i c v i e w e d Jti l h « 

r a l l - b n c k . nCil Ihe f i x , " s a id M l c h e l U D « -
n c c k c , nn a l l m n e y * i i h r h * R f f T v i c f ^ m r m -
hnr s T ^ B ^ I T>eren.te N e i w o r i t , w h i c h j n o -
v i d c s l e g a l ocs ls iaoc* f o r O a y « i n tfic z u i l -
l u r y . 

Caihcilno HanBsena, an aPora«y wi th 
thf t N e w Y n r ^ - h R M d I j i m h d a l ^ f A J D e -
Tense j n d E d u c a i i o n F t i n i L tu i id a l l O i a c y f l 
r e p i v s ^ m i r i f m f r c c l c r l x c i - v i c c m c i n h c r J 
w o u l d SWK 3 I r m p o i n r y I n j i i n c i i f m l o 
p r v v o n i the m i l i i a r y f r o m d l s c h a x B i n g t e r -
v i c r m r m h r r T rf COnt iTAS OT the cou r t s d o 
nrjL i t T i k r d o w n Uic p i . o v i s i o f l befOCC I t 
TMICT-I r f T r c L . l i t e >nid • m O l i o n For a n i n ­
j u n c t i o n , J i i ^ l l i k e Ihe r i i i n l o u i c o m e oF a 
l a w s u r i , I? u n c e i t a l n . 

T h a H f V dlfichBTFe c lause requtcw the 
m i l i l A i y IO d i i c h a r G C . w i t h i n a o l x - m o n U i 
p r i i r w l , . * e r « i < * r t i e m b ^ - " f m i n H to be I I I V 
a i i r l l m i l y p c w i l i v e u n d e r the m i l i t a i y * • 
m a n d a u j r y l e s d n n p i o ^ a m . 

A b i l l I n t r o d u c e d I n i h e H o u » » » r l i e r 
ihiA month by Rep. Peter Toi^ ldson (R-
M M S . ) M c k s t o repea l lhr_ H I V HLfrh«Ti:B 
p r o v U I n n a n d bus K o m e i e t f the suppor t o l ' 
fi2 co-KpooAOts as o f (aw d i i » w i ^ k - A 
Similar repen] bill lus yei ID be Iniro-
itiTccd in ih6 Senaic-

C n y e i v i l i ^ g h u a n d A I D S a d v o c a r y 
H r n u p i , w h i l e p n t i s i n g C l i n t o n f r w v o w -
\t\% t n r i g ^ l d ie H I V d f s c h o i ^ e p r o v i s i o n , 
r o n l i n u t t d l o A K p r e u c o n c e r n tha t the 
picsidciif decided in .Vijn Ihc provUioa 
• n l o I n w . 

' • W e .ire d i n n p p o i n i r d U I M I P !c :« idcn t 
C l I n i L m hiis not " w r d h i * v c f o p o w e r l o 
smice d o w n i h i s h o f r l h l c l a w . " sa fd 
M e l l n d a PurW* e x a c u d v e d i i e c t o r o f d w 
N a U o n n I G n y and l . e f l b i f i n Ta.«:lc F o r t e . 

" T o i i n y m a r l i a a sud day irt ihC. h i A l o r y 
o f I ' l e A T D S cpidcTinir , ' " * a i d Mf t j -V 
l l a m u i i , CXCCi»l'vc <!lr*?ijroi r»r the A1I5S 
A c i l a n C c i u n c i i . « n a i i o m d s r o u p d i a l l o b ­
b i e s the redr.Tn] E o v e m m e n t o n A l D S - r e -
I a i c d i KM icA. B a m c « sai d Ute H I V d i S* 
ch ; i rge p r o v i s i o n c j t J i l i l i J i c : ^ • "*diingcr-
D U t " p r p c e d « n i b y l ^ g ^ ' l ' ^ n R A i n . ^ d l s -
crlmlnatlon. 

" N o w rhaf I h n p m i d t i n l had ftifWd t h a 
h i l l , he i f m p o r u i b l r f o r Ih in measure . " 
s a id E l l z a b v i h P i r c h , c x c i T i i l i v r d i r c c l o r 
o r d i e H u m a n ftighis C n n i p a l g n . a n a t i o n ­
a l G n y c i v i l r i eh tn g r o u p . ' ' W o w i l l h o l d 
h i m n r r o u n r a b l e fOr k a a p i n ^ the p r o m i s e 
h r h f u made. I o s c £ Ih i a Odious meesixre Is 

a l c d . ' 

BI^*^ r » « ^ e i i i c i i nwn s»M 

O i n a i n ve t i inT a n r ^ l c r v e m i o n o f U M : 
b l l l» w h i c h r c sud io iLzes die p i i ? H i ^ i u ; o f 
the Depdrtmarti Of DcFecse. in December. 
He c i l rd ibc HJV d iKtu rgc pfovlalon and 
.v^vvrtsd o t h r r p r a v i K i m a » ic*iSOn4 f o r 
cibjvC<ing IO din l e g U l s u t o n . 

A H o u S e Scna ia c o n r e r c i i c e c o m m i t t e e 
m c p o n d e d i n J a r tua iy h y r e m o v l n f l sever-
ut o t the p f o v t s i o n s to w h i c h c n i n t u n o b ­
j e c t e d . H o w e v e r , a t Ihe i n s i s f c n c o o l n n l i -
O a y Rep . R o b c n O o i i u u i CR-^J i I i r . ) . « u -
d iOr o f >n« I I I V flIa<:hBrg<: p r o v i s i o n , u f i J 
Sen , T r e n i L o n ( R - M I R K - ^ . t h r c o n f e i e n c e 

cfuimilitcc rvrasisd lo rvniovo die H i v 
p r o v L a i o n . ConpTHi!( I h m i p f t f t M d ihC re ­
v i s ed b i l l b y a I n p s i d r r ) i n n i f i i n w i l h u u l i i 
d l i K f . o n rtw d iT«:h« 'B^ | » r o v i « : n n . 

C l i n t o n . I h r o u e h w h i t a H o u s e 
s p o k c s p e r s D i u . s a id last m o n i h h « wan 
^ * e i v d o v e r the c o n F e m H r r c o m m i l i a a ' 5 
a c i l o n hu t d e c i d e d Ihc b i l l i u c l i i d c d IOO 
m a n y l inpOr t ' nT ( V f * ^ " : p r o v i a i o n a . I n -
cludins a Ions overdue pay rl5« for mem­
ben Of the inJUcary» lo ^ s u f y a presidcn-
I ^ A I vi^ta. I t w a j i a t tha t t i m n Thai IbA pi 'e f l -
liJeni » i d he w o u l d pu&l i r lFo r lB o n C A p i -
l o l l l i l l »" repMl Ihc H T V d i scha rge p r t i -
v i K l o n . 

M o r r w n i u n * o n C a p i t a l H i l l Tor r epea l -
i n s Ihe p r o v i s i o n appea red l o be e r o w t n i t 

i n i b c I M I t w o week-* tUK c o i w r v a u v e p o ­
l i t i c a l c o m n i c n t B t n i S t p u b l i c o^^ici3L^, a n d 
Sporv) f i g u r e s , b i c l u d l i i p b a s k v i b ^ l l ^tar 
Bal^'in "Magic" Johnson. <xprv5¥ad oin-
niec ovci" the discharge pirjviijjon onJ 
eddied o n Congrcfvs i o r c p o o l i l . 

S c c n n a i y o f DeFcrLsc W i l l i a m J. Perry 
a n d i l iB c l i a i r o f the U . S Jo in t O t i c f i o f 
StafT. aen . John M . Sh;ilikpchvili. U.-iiicd 
a Joint siatcmcnt cnlllne ih* provi&ion un-
neceLaary and diarupJiv* lo mi l i i a^ ' per­
sonnel policy. 

" D l i C h a r g ' " j l " t i s r v i c c m c m b < - r » d e e m e d 

f i t for duty would wa.Ric the flovcm-
mem'a Invcalmvm In iha uTilnlng o f dieie 
i n d i v i d u a l f l a n d be d i s n i p l i v a to t h e m i l l ­
t a i y p r o g r a m s i n w h i c h I h c y p l a y a n IntC-

r r i l c , " the t w o sa id . 
O n F e b . P. one day h r l b i c he s i gned ihc 

de fense b i l l * C l i n t o n Issued a d l i e c i i v o K * 
the D O D a n d o the r f f t d a n l aaenc lc f c a l l -
i n c o n I h c m l o " l a k e Al l i ^ C f L i a r y s lcp . l . 
con^ ix tn t i t w i t h app l i cab l e l u w , " !0 caaurc 
that M r w l c e n * e m h c i s w h o m a y ewcn lua l ly 
bo dlschoisod on ih* H I V provlfiion, along 
wiih ihr i r lamilies, he ( ' ^ ^ ntedlcal 
a n d rTLtimincnt b r i i c n t ^ 

H i e d l^chn iQe p r a v i x i o n , p d U C d h y 
C o n g r e s * . w o u l d d e n y s e r v l c e m e m b e r a 
w b o h a v e H T V i n f e c t i o n the u m o m e d ­
i c a l h c n e r i b i r m j l i n o l y g i v a n tn . ' lervlcc-
r n e m b e r * w h o a i c d i s c h a r g e d On Other 
m e d l c u l p i o w d . ^ . A c c o r d i n g l o D O H O^-
n c l a l s . 1,0/19 s e r v i c c n i c m b e i s have tested 
puf t lLivc f o r H I V n i iL lbcJk ' s Vi«t ' ^ i " • 
r « i u l v ; ; d l l capab le o f p e r f o n n l n B » ' ' c i r 
tUti ien. 

B e n c e k e . o f the S c r v i c r m e m b o r s I . i l i ^u l 
O e f e i i s e N e l w o i k . . in id i t ia u n c e r t a i n 
w h e t h e r l ega l BFX»»<id^ e i t i i i t l o a l l o w the 
D O D ID c a r r y o u t C l i n i o n ' R r c q u c s i f o r 
p r o v i U I n f : n i l l m c c l l c a l benul'ltt* ''••<' 
v l t r e n i t i l ^ h A r s di.^chnrcPkd nnHer t h a rJoi*-
n o n - E p o n i i o i e d I I I V d i i u i h a i c r . p r o v i s i o n . 

" I f d ie p m l d e i i l a n d r " ' : n » b c r » o f C o n -
grcEE are looklne for a lawsiiii I D BCI o f f 
tJie hook, ihoy are wrvng," 9flld A C L U 
uTioo^ey Coles. '"Wn do noi eKpccT lO 
Stan crjun .-iciioii l i f i h l away. This is an 
unchoJtoO d i e n , " l l * * » i d . iT:rerTinB I M liiO 
l e f l o l a n d c o n i t l i i u l l o n a l i h c a r y i l i a i m u M 
be e m p l o y e d l o f l c h i d ia d l s c h a r s e p r o v i ­
s i o n i n c o u r t . | 

" Y r s , w c w i l l gO Irt c o u n I f m u f f i . ~ 
he jfcwid. • ' n m iJie bes i w a y ro r o m o v o ihrr* 
l a w I B t o repea l h . — ^ I 

Gingrich goes one-on-one witii Magic 
b y I..OU C h l b b n r o J f -

I1OW60 Speake r N e w L O l n g r i c h rnay 
have aneer^d both basketball fans and 
Oay atzliviala thia wcck When hc cr ld-
C i K d b M k c t b R l l s tar Gtirvlr^ " M a ^ i c " 
J o h n f o n f o r u r g i n g C o n g r e s s t o appeal a 
l a w t h a i rC<lv>itV« the m l l l i a r y to d l s c h a i A 9 
s o r v i r n m o m b « i « w h o CCK p o s i t i v e f o r 
H t V a n t i b o d i c a . 

er* Irt h i a K o m i ! 
d i s t r i c t t n O f ^ r g l a o n W e r i n e s t l a y l h a i the 
H I V d l f f C h a r t e p r o v i s i o n , w h l t ; h C o n -
f tc f tn aitarhcd TO a dafcnsc authortzallon 
b i l l , ia ncccMary to protect soldiers in 
e o m b a l a n d s h o u l d n o l be r e p e a l e d . 

" W h a t M a g i c J o h n a n n d o e s n ' t undcr^ 
Stand I B t h e n a t u r v o f b » i n j l t h r m i l l t a i y 

a n d I h c ( I f i n ^ e / Of b c l n e I n c o m b a t » n d 
w h a t h n p p c n s i n « f i e l d h o s p i t a l . " G i n 
g r i c h &ald . " I f yt»u have peop le b l c c d i n E . 
p e o p l e w o u n d e d , a n d y o u d o n ' t h a v « a 
c l u e w h o haft H I V . * " 

O i n c r i c h ' s t o i M m c n t s d r e w I m t n c d l A i e 
c r i l i c i s m f i o m d ie I l u m O r t R i g h u C a m -
p a i s n . a n a t i o n a l d a y p n l l t i c a l g roups 
w h i c h n o t a d r h m c u n c n t m l U t a i y p o l i c y 
docH nn t n i l o w ftArvieam*mben w l d i H I V 
t o £ o i n t o c n m h A I . 

' •C 'eJuIy . i t •» S p c o k e r Glr»fcr ich * h o 
does no t u n d c r v t a n d the i c a l l u c s o f d i e 

m > | t u i r y , " s o l d H R C p o l l d c B l d l i e c -
l o r D a n i e l Z l n n a l e . " S e r v i c e m e m b e r s 
w h t i i e . l i p o A i t l v c f o r the A I D S v l n i B a rc 
no t e n g a g i n g i n war fa fV! o r a p c n d i n ^ l i m e 

i n m D I t a t y f i e l d l i u s p l t a l l , corMi-ary t o 
GirttriCh'fi Btaiements." Zlnsale c;tid. 

Tlie Depanment o f Defoiuio htu vald 
i U ; p o l i c y f o r d e a l i n g w i t h s e f v i c r . m e m -
b « t « w l l h H T V . p i l i i i t o d i e r e c e n t l y 
passed d i f f c h a r c c p r p v l a l o n , l e q u l i e d L U C I I 
a e r v i r e m r m b e r a w i i h H I V t o be . i taUoned 
o n l y i n tbr: U n i t e d Statea, whCiC IhCjy re ­
m a i n e d Of* KcHve d u t y u l o n g as t l r e i r i l l * 
necs d i d rrO* p r a v e n i t h e m f r o m d o i n g 
ttaclr Jobs. 

L j i s t w e e k . JohnAOil r « l a a s a d cop i e s o f 
l ener^ b r ir.vX t o G i n p i C h a n d D o l e 
w h i c h t i»g«d d i c m t o snppOi t l e g i s l a t i o n 
to r v p e a l H T V d i s c h a r g e p m v i s l c i n . 

~ A B I ' m SVre y o u k n o w . I l e f t d i e ca­
r ee r 1 l o v o f o i r r y * a n a^o i n lATfic pa r t be ­

cause o f f e a r a n d Jgnonincc a b o u i HTV 
a n d A l O S . " J o h n s o n sa id I n hie k n u r to 
a i n Q i i e b a i i d D o l e , " I ' m w r i t i n e i n y n u 
o n b a h a l f o f 9 g i r n i p o f p e o p l e tha t I ' v e 
Dover m r t b u t f o r w h o m I h a v e the grvat -
e*l ppspeet a n d e m p a t h y . " h a Aa ld . '"the 
I .04*) n i e n i h c r s o l the U - 3 . m i l i t a r y I w i U i 
H I V ] w h o , l i k e i i i D , l u s l » ' a n t t o J o i h c i r 
j o b s a n d p r o v i d e f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

A d d e d lohruaon . " I h o p e yOu w i l l da 
l i g h t b y d io i i e 1,0*19 .•tcrvitre m e m b e r s ond 
Stop I jnomnce. fear, and prejudice from 
for r inc ihem to "retire' l i o m the Jobs ihoy 
l o v e a n d d i c l r Iirtp(MTant s e r v i c v l o o u r 

country." 
C l n e r ^ c h o n W a d n c . « i a y r e j e c t e d John -

M n ' s r cquos t , s a y i n g thO.';e WhO aTB c a l l ­
i n g f t j r r c p c a l i n c thr. d i K h a r ^ C p r O v i - l i o n . 
I n c l u d i n g C l l m p ' ^ t a k i n g n - l o l u l l y i r . 
r e s p o n s i b l e p o f l i l o n - " V 
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CROSSING THE LINE 
Bad timing, Bill. This waa the week thsU Magic Johnson, 
four and a half years after annonncing he wa.s HIV-
positive, returned to play for ihe Los Angeles Lakers. It 
was the week that the latest anu-HIV drugs, protease 
inhibliDrs, in combination with other drug*, were 
shown in trials to have unprecedented strength again-st 
the vims. It was a week when the hundreds of thou­
sands of people struggling with the AIDS epidemic, and 
ihc millions who comprise their fcimilics and friends, 
could begin to have some real hope for the future. It 
was also the week that the president agreed to sign a bill 
that would discharge over 1.000 healthy, asymptomatic 
people w'ith HIV from the military hc commands. 

Even by Clinton's standards, this was a new low in 
political expediency. Sure, he didn't come up with this 
proposal by himself; he was cornered into iL The pro­
posal to di?gh«rgc all HIV-posidvc militaiy person­
nel was cynically attached to the \'ast defense authori­
zation bill by Republican congressman and presidential 
candidate Robert Dornan. The military, which has an 
exemplary record in dealing w i h HlV-posidve person­
nel, didn't want it; even Senator Sam Nunn. whose dLs-
comfori with homosexuality is palpable, opposed it. 
The president had vetoed the endre bill once; and 
thtrc ivould liave been a poliucal price to pav i f hc 
vetoed it again, delaying, once more, a pay raise for 
military personnel. 

Yes, we know, politics is politics. Compromises are 
sometime? necessary. But dicrc arc some things that 
decent people will not do, some lines they will not cross, 
some convictions they simply m\\ not abandon. One of 
those convictions, surely, is that people who serve their 
coimtry well, while baitling a deadly disease, should not 
be thrown out of work for no good reason. Do you hold 
up the entire Pentagon to stand by such a comiction? 
Yes, you do. I f that means a military pay raise Is rejected, 
it's Dornan's £a.nlt, not Clinton's. The president has 
vetoed twelve bills in this Congress because they didn't 
"reflect our values." I f being fair to the .sick does not 
reflect ottr \'alues, then what does? 

Dornan defends hi.'s proposal by arguing that HIV-
positive personnel are a drag on the military. Treated 
differently than otiier service-members—they arc 
restricted from combat and from dutv overseas—ihev 

allegedly impair military effectiveness. But the same 
rules that apply ro HTV-po.sitive troops apply to anyone 
in the military with a disabling condition, including 
asthma, cancer, diabetes, heart disease and pregnancy; 
and Doman is proposing no discharge for anybody else. 
Besides, Pentagon officials in a recent memo to Con­
gress argued that Ve see no prudent reason to separate 
and replace" HIV-posiuve troops. 

The ironies arc pardcularly rich. Republicans who 
wanted to keep the gay ban because the military should 
have complete freedom in its own affairs now want to 
countermand the military to impose their own "moral" 
agenda. Firing an HlV-posiave employee in the private 
sector for no good reason is illegal dianks to the Ameri­
cans with Disabilities Act. The military is now obliged to 
do so by law. The ecojiomic cost is also prohibitive. 
Over 1,000 expensively trained people will be thrown 
Out of the milirary; doctors, mechanics, lawyers, intelli­
gence officers, computer specialists—^many of the peo­
ple that make our military the best in the world. 

The adminiscradon has let it be known Uiat it will try 
to reverse the decision by new legialarior* (to be intro­
duced by Senators Nunn and Ted Kennedy) and lo ease 
the tiisruption to disability and medical insurance 
for diosc disdiaiged. But it's by no means clear 
whether what has already b^en accepted can 
now be undone—either by the Congress or 
the president. The ultimate responsibihty 
Ijcloiigs, of course, lo Doman, and those 
Republicans who tolerate him. But Bill Clinton 
has also shown something It will be hard to forget 
he is truly capable of anytiiing. His hypocrisy is as chill­
ing as Dornan's bigotry. How msny ihnes have we heard 
the president "feel people's pain," empathiye with their 
pUght, express his compassion? A mere two months 
ago, Clinton offered these blandishments: "Aios-related 
discruuLnation, unfortunately, remahis a problem thai 
offends Americn's conscience.... I say diis with clear 
knowledge, experience and conviction—every person 
with HFV or AIDS is somebody's son or daughter, some­
body's brother or sister, somebody's parent, somebody's 
grandparent." We now know tho.se words were and are 
meaningless. We only hope he has the decency never to 
speak them again. • 
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Clinton to ensure GIs 
with HTV get benefits 
Readies order to aid discharged soldieis 
A880ClKrH)PRE88 

An executive order ready for 
President Clinton's tigaatufe 
wouldprovidt ftmily health care, 
HiKfttirtity pay and crther benefits 
tar p m i * fietdog ouf tsr froin tbe 
anned. nqpos beeauae thsy liive 
the AIDS'viius. 

M£ CluxtDn is eicpected to issue 
the order this week at the same 
time lie signs a S265 bniion de­
fence bin thet'cAnr»in.s a prnvi.sinn 
requiring the miUtary to dis­
charge service members with 
my tiiB viru» iiwi v»u»t» Aioa. 
Mr. OizUDn opposes that provision 
but supDorts the overall bilL 

"When the president signs the 
bill, we. win have in place ready to 
announce e set of Actions reedy to 
guerintee « full set of bene^for 
these isdividiials and their i&in-
flies," Bid « White House aide. 
speaJdngoo the ccncfitiotr of ano-

'̂ ^On^qpitol HiQ, meanwhile, jaw-:-

repeal effort Mined el stiinng oiit 
the HIV disdiAite nfulremient 

They have six months to act b^ 
fore toe military discharges more 
than 1.000 unifbimed cnliittes and 
offlcen wtio coiry HIV. 

Rq>. Pstsr IbrkQdsen, Massa­
chusetts ReiNiblican. said Friday 
he has fOed legislation to repeal 
the proriaion in the 1996 defense 
auttwciaation bUL 

"If Magic Johnson can play pro­
fessional basketbaU afibr five 
years with Hiy then a dedicated 
American should be able to serve 
his or Iicr oountey in ft nonooiabat 
role," Mc "BMidldsen said. 

The White House aide said the 
cxecutiw order Is designed as a 
stopg^ in ease the legislative re­
peal rabrt ftuls. The order would 
establish full medical benefits for 
the discharged service members 
and their fnmto-n, partial or fuu 
disability paK education benefits 
nnrt jfth tr*Iritng. 
. Rep. Bob Doraan, CaUfomia Re­
publican, wrote the AIDS dls-
vtwrvv BiwlBiua,iiilu Lli«biU. Cui* 
rent nues fbrUd those with tbe 

virus from being deploytd over-
sea3,or cent into oombat, and, Mr. 
Dornan argued that places an 
undue burdeti on others in uni-
form. 

HTV affUcts mainly iiitiavenous 
drug users and inal« hOTnosemin 1 s. 

M E Doman said Friday that 
homosexual-rights advocates are 
leading opposltlan ID tils proviulun, 
snd as many as half the service 
members with HIV are former 
drug addicts who got the infection 
from dirty aeedles. 

"Nobody gct> the special treat­
ment that these people get," even 
as the mlUtary is discharging 
healthy service members to re­
duce Its ranks, Mr Dornan said. 

Opponents argued that thou­
sands of service members with 
other serious ailments also are not 
allowed tt> be sent to fiireimi duty 
but are not covered by the Doman 
suneodnwat Also, tfaoy said, peo­
ple can become infected with the 
AIDS virus throqgh no fault of 
theirown. 

Sen. Sam Ntmn of Georgia, 
rsokiiig Dsmocrat on thn Senate 
Armca Services Committee, is 
worlting with fUkw committee 
members Edward Keimedy. i£*Uf 
sachusetta Democrat, and William 
Cohen, Maine Republican, on leg­
islation to repeal the Doman mea­
sure. 

Mi; Nimii recently recounted a 
lener from a nrgeant with 16 
years of service who contracted 
mv from a blood transfUslan and 
whose wife and twp children 
yrould lo8c dcpcadaat health bene­
fits with hii discfaarge. ' 

"The service is my life," Oje ser­
geant wrote. "Tve given every­
thing I have to it When this bill 
passes, 111 be out of the service 
and out of a job. How am I sup­
posed to support my fuoily?" 

"We need to put a human lace on 
these statistics," Mr. Nunn said. 

"Hie HIV provision givM the 
miUtary six months to discbarge 
Ihe 1,049 miUtary men and women 
who tiave tested putfiUve (ui- tlie 
virus. 

Co'5 



CM 

o 
I 

T CM 

3 

o o 
-V iM 

H 

o 
o 

o 
1/1 

o 
CM 

U i 
CM 
CM 
SM 

in 

o 

o 

€3 *^ 
lu 

•A 
C3 

to 
a 

a 

o 

Congress K isses the 'Magic' Show 
:«MiIllary: A bill ousting (tic 
KlV̂ >|if>sttive tia& nothing (o do 
wUh leading it'sstmpiy 
dfserlititnatton. 

In (he wrvlccs as long ns they are abb 
pciform Iheir tlittks. ifthetv hualLh del«l-
oral<ia, Iha military Initiates sepiralloii 
prorerfiK-ee aiiiIjirovid«i<|M3bllIty bcnefitj 
and conlinited heailli tnsiirance eavengt 

• /V.-... ; 

pcr(wjn their required duUca, We aoc no' 
priid«i)l re-ason Lo sepnrntt'Mil r ^ i t u 
than., .'The proposed provlgiou miitittiflt' 
Iniprave military rrAdlneas or the peram-' 
nel pfitlcfca ef the deputmenl,"' 

" M.1BIC Jnlwfion t i n mnunl l«,p with-

By DAItnilU BOXER 
Ameticans dieered hst week na Garvin 

Uaslc" Johnmn (rEumjitiBntty reCurned to 
the Los Angolia Uttfra. In just Wmtmaea, 
"ne scored 18 polnli entl illspelfed any 
rennSnbig douiit about his ability lo rem- • 
peleaL Ihe highest tevel. 

tlelr credll, Magic's fans. touShes, 
teBmraalea and even his NBA oppDnianEa 
welcomed blmback will) open arma. Insgr-
ine howafafurtl It uroi>ldbe IfCongreEs.just 
a a M a ^ deimnstrBled h\a flail ot Feme 
Ulmt, psufsed a h\u requiring Ihe NBA lo 
lira all baikelbay playera who have the 
itIVvlnia, 

Thia past week, Congrcs did aomclhlriff 
lust thai B^nird. 

A JUile'CotkerJ prwUton ot the annual 
laiHtsry sptndoe hiH reqiuree Ihe Penta­
gon la Irs I H wUlien, sdilcra'and Dies 
«lio<estpiBlttve lor l ^ f f f V vli>uk.even (f 
ihejr ii&fDnn their daUea as slrillfalty 99 
Magic Jshnron ntskes a no-look pat& Thb 
mlHlsry strongly objcctert t» this rrovfaten. 
bul Cal̂ resv did nol care, The prcsitfenl 
hi t called Ihc new policy unfaJr, but 
became Jl la pari of a largor bill that 
liicluiiet UTgenlly needed lumlliif for our 
(loops \ i Bosnia, tie wilt aign H knic law. 

VtOet ciirrent pulley, irilliary periftjincl 
i t i ih i l ic l ]} / virus are p«Tfnflteitto remain 

rbnntnncnr tmiiilk rare piovlilm, mUitari 
p«rfotincl wHb IIIV arc plarcd on "warld< 
wlijp namrcplciyablc sUlun." wbkh meani 
thd'. they cRnnol he tent on eversns mis-
jinrs. SaltBers tyllh other aetiDua thronit 
illnesses, uich asGf vere aallin».<ancerand 
diabetes nre alss iiantJ^tay^tle. In (act, 
only abmil 70% of Ihe more Ifean 5,00(1 
nenilejployable peraonnel are Infected wllb 

m. 
I Ttte coDgreasfonal audiare of the new 
f potf^, led by Hep. Robert K, Oornan oi 

Orasge Couniy, arRue tliat nonilcpbyrtjle 
^eriamiel riserene military readiness 
because Ihey cannot be sent overseas. 
However, (heir true motive appears ID be 

. !eaflktR.y ihih piote<llng the readlaesi ol 
Dur fortuL The netv policy irraltanally iln-
Ellea DtH military peiaojinel Lvfth HIV. If 
backcri iiiily believe l lnl nondcfrioyable 
penonnel harmeil readiness, wliy wouldn't 
(hej aesX to tnislRDldlera vil l i diabetes ind 
islhm.aT The only cancelvahfe aniwcr la 
lhat readineas la not iheir real mnlivallon. 
Thdr motivation | i itlsfrlminMiiis, pire 
and aliniife. 

Can anyone ecriously conlanrt IheL IJJ69 
Urv-positlve joklierff-leag than ttl* of 
Ihe total farce—con raeanlngrully afieti 

> reaijinesvl The Penlagen doesn't IhJnk aa 
Ba lop |>crfonnet pelicy cKpert. A ŝaiabnl 
Deftnst Stctelary Prcd Pine, recently 
wrole tlttl " M long a» IhctemembcTS can 

Ihc bejii of ihcoi. why con'l n nililsiry cleik 
lile Mlih the best of Ibcra. or a miillary 
dilmflfive with llieheal of Ihem? • 

Pertapsllie wotsl nspacl of lie t^wpol-
ley is lt< lotal letectlari of thcfnnnpantna-
and (antaraderle (ot whkh ihe armed 
forces are i}£hiru11> praised. Tlic Ualled 
Stales af AnterlrB (toet nol kick ii« toldietc 
when they are down. We have a piaid ITR-
dlHon of atsndfng by Ihora eeuregoijt 
enough lo deillcate Uidr careers to lh» 
defenEB of our titliani fbal trodUlon wifl 
end Ihe dny thtsn^w policy is enicled. 

Military pmcnns) [liscliarged untf cr the 
new policy uill laae Ikelr joha eienli tiiey 
exMbIt no sif̂ ne cf fUnest. They will la.% 
Ihekr rigbt to disability benrffti and Itteir-
c|K)ustr and children will lose their iiralUt 
care covmge, TKla policy la uarie iban 
wrong, H.U un - American. 

TtiB aano day thai PrcfildeiiV Clljiloi 
signs Ibebm lhal iaclKdes this riewpollry, 
a bipartloB giviip ofscnattrs will Intro­
duce l^tTaionto reiaealll, Thi pre.sldenl 
and our aealor rallllarjr lesdcia atpporl 
repeal Hespllc Lbetr BIIME ai^porl, iht 
tuMi are imelcar. But lam eerlalri abaulone 
Ihlng; Thwe who vol* 'fio" shoitd lake « 
Soeif lookin ihe mirror. 

ftnrtora Barer fsa OmtxrtA rcftrnrnf^Bo 
CnG/OTJif« in f/ie I/,i>. Smtxie. 

ta 

n 

a: 
I — o 

A 91 



Oi_.*r i-'^LL cv-".̂  "h, . 



National News 
Febi - THE WASHINGTON BLADE -19 

President declares HIV ban unconstitutional 
^ 'discnminatoty; president promises his administration will not defend it 

" ^ ' by Lou Chlbbaro Jr. 
Pnsident Clinton last week took the 

' unusual step of declaring as unconstitu-
:' (i a clause in a defense budget bill 
. that requires the military to discharge all 
serviceineniberB'.who, test positive for 

V antibodies, 
r - • Clinton's decision to refuse to defend a 

passed by Congress against a court 
^ challenge mailced the first time a U.S. 

g president has'taken such an action since 
V President Franklin Delano Roosevelt did. 

more than 50 years ago. 

ainton, while signing the National 
Defense Authorization Act of 1996 into 
law on Feb. 10, said he has directed the 
Justice Department not to defend the HIV 
discharge clause in court against a law­
suit 

AIDS advocacy groups have said they 
will file suit to overturn the clause i f 
Congress does not take steps to repeal it 
through a separate bill. 

The president called the discharge pro­
vision "discriminatory and highly puni­
tive" and promised to support efforts in 
Congress to repeal the provision "before 
a single servicemember is dischai^ed 
from the anned forces." 

" I have concluded that this discrimina­
tory provision is unconstitutional," Clin­
ton said in his Feb. 10 statement. "In ac­
cordance with my constitutional determi-
nalion. the Attorney General will decline 
to defend this provision. Instead, the At­
torney General will inform the House and 
Senate of this determination so that they 
may, if they wish, present lb the courts" 
their argument that the provision should 
be sustained." 

Gay civil rights attorneys said they 
were pleased that Clinton decided not to 
defend the provision in court but cau­
tioned that the outcome of a lawsuit to 
challenge the provision is uncertain. 

"It's neither a dead bang loser nor a 
sure winner," said Matt Coles, executive 
director of Ihe ACLU's National Usbian 
and Gay Rights Project. "It's somewheit 
in between." 

Coles and other attorneys who are like­
ly to represent servicemembers who chal­
lenge the discharge provision said the 
best bet for fighting the provision is to 
pers ; Congress to repeal it. 

"Litigation should be viewed as the 

fall-back, not the fix," said Michelle Be-
necke, an attorney with the Servicemem­
bers Legal Defense Network, which pro­
vides legal assistance for Gays in the mil­
itary. 

Catherine Hanssens, an attorney with 
the New York-based Lambda Ugal De­
fense and Education Fund, said attorneys 
representing affected servicemembers 
would seek a temporary injunction to 
prevent the military from discharging ser­
vicemembers if Congress or the courts do 
not strike down the ptovision before it 
takes effect. She said a motion for an in­
junction, just like the final outcome of a 
lawsuit, is uncertain. 

The HIV discharge clause requires the 
military to discharjge, within a six-month 
period, servicemembers found to be HIV 
antibody positive under the military's 

• mandatory testing program. 
A bill introduced in the House eariier 

this month by Rep. Peter Torkildsen (R-
Mass.) seeks to repeal the HIV discharge 
provision and has garnered the support of 
82 co-sponsors as of late this week. A 
similar repeal bill has yet to be intro­
duced in the Senate. 

Gay civil rights and AIDS advocacy 
groups, while praising Clinton for vow­
ing to fight the HIV discharge provision, 
continued to express concern that the 
president decided to sign the provision 
into law. 

"We are disappointed lhal President 
Clinton has not used his veto power to 
strike down this hon-ible law," said 
Melinda Paras, executive director of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 

"Today marks a sad day in the history 
of the AIDS epidemic," said Mark 
Barnes, executive director of the AIDS 
Action Council, a national group that lob­
bies the federal government on AlDS-re­
lated issues. Barnes said the HIV dis­
charge provision establishes a "danger­
ous" precedent by legalizing AIDS dis- ~ 
crimination. 

"Now that Ihe president has signed Ihe 
bill, he is responsible for this measure," 
said Elizabeth Birch, executive director 
of the Human Rights Campaign, a nation­
al Gay civil rights group. "We will hold 
him accountable for keeping the promise 
he has made to see this odious measure is 
repealed." 

m 

" I have concluded lhal this dlwriml-
natory provision Is uncooslilution-
al," President Clinton said in a sUte-
menL 

Clinton vetoed an earlier version of the 
bill, which reauthorizes the programs of 
the Department of Defense, in December. 
He cited the HIV discharge provision and 
several other provisions as reasons for 
objecting to the legislation. 

A House-Senate conference committee 
responded in January by removing sever­
al of Ihe provisions to which Clinton ob­
jected. However, at die insistence of anti-
Gay Rep. Robert Doman (R-Calif.), au­
thor of the HIV discharge provision, and 
Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.), the conference 
committee refused to remove the HIV 
provision. Congress then passed the re­
vised bill by a lopsided margin without a 
direct vote on the discharge provision. 

C l in ton, through White House 
spokespersons, said last month he was 
angered over the conference committee's 
action but decided the bill included too 
many important defense provisions, in­
cluding a long overdue pay rise for mem­
bers of the military, lo justify a presiden­
tial veto. It was at that lime that the pres­
ident said he would push efforts on Capi­
tol Hill to repeal the HIV discharge pro­
vision. 

Momentum on Capitol Hill for repeal­
ing the provision appeared to be growing 

in the last two weeks as conservative po-
I litical coniiiicntalors, public officials, and 

sports figures, including basketball star 
Earvin "Magic" Johnson, expressed out­
rage over the discharge provision and 
called on Congress to repeal it. 

Secretary of Defense Williain J. Perry 
and the chair of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, issued 
a joint statement calling the provision un­
necessary and disruptive to military per­
sonnel policy. 

"Discharging service members deemed 
fit for duty would waste the govern­
ment's investment in the training of these 

_ individuals and be disruptive to the mili-
I tary programs in which they play an inte-
g gral role," the two said. 
0 On Feb. 9, one day before he signed the 

defense bill, Clinton issued a directive lo 
the DOD and other federal agencies call­
ing on them lo "iiikc all necessary steps, 
consistent with applicable law," to ensure 
that servicemembers who may .eventually 
be discharged on the HFV.provision, along 
with Iheir families, be given fiill medical 
and retirement benefits. 

The discharge provision, as passed by 
Congress, would deny servicemembers 
who have HIV infection the same med­
ical benefits routinely given to service-
members who are discharged on other 
medical grounds. According to DOD of­
ficials, 1,049 servicemembers have tested 
positive for HIV antibodies but are cur-
renlly still capable of perfonning their 
duties. 

Benecke, of die Servicemembers Leg.il 
Defense Network, said il is uncertain 
whether legal grounds exist to allow the 
DOD to carry out Clinton's request for 
providing full medical benefits for scr, 
vicemembers discharged under the Dor-
nan-sponsored HIV discharge provision. 

" I f the president and members of Con­
gress are looking for a lawsuit to get off 
the hook, ihcy arc wrong," said ACLU 
attorney Coles. "Wc do not expect lo 
start court action right away. This is an 
uncharted area," he said, referring to Ihc 
legal and constitutional theory that must 
be employed to fight the discharge provi­
sion in court. 

"Yes, we will go to court if we must," 
he said. "But the best way to remove this 
law is to repeal it.'T 

G ngrich goes one-on-one with Magic 
b v L o u r h i h h n r n I r i . 1 . - j . . . by Lou Chlbbaro Jr. 

,H Speaker Newt Gingrich may 
have angered both basketball fans and 
Gay activists Ihis week when he criti-
c basketball star Earvin "Magic" 
Johnson for urging Congress to repeal a 
law tliat requires Ihc military to discharge 
service members who lest positive for 
HIV antibodies. 

Gingrich told reporters in his home 
district in Georgia bn Wednesday that the 
HIV discharge provision, which Con­
gress attached to a defense authorization 
bill, is necessary to protect soldieis in 
combat and should not be repealed. 

"What Magic Johnson doesn't under­
stand is the nature of being in the military 

and Uie danger of being in combat and 
what happens in a field hospital," Gin­
grich said, " i f you have people bleeding, 
people wounded, and you don't have a 
clue who has HIV." 

Gingrich's comments drew immediate 
criticism from the Human Rights Cam­
paign, a national Gay political group, 
which noted that cuneni military policy 
docs not allow servicemembers with HIV 
to go into combat. 

"Clearly, il is Speaker Gingrich who 
docs not understand the realities of the 
U.S. military," said HRC political direc­
tor Daniel Zingale. "Servicemembers 
who lest positive for Ihe AIDS virus are 
not engaging in warfare or spending time 

in military field hospitals, conu-ary to 
Gingrich's statements," Zingale said. 

The Department of Defense has said 
the policy for dealing with servicemem­
bers with HIV, prior to the recently 
passed discharge provision, required such 
servicemembers wiUi HIV to be stationed 
only in the United Stales, where they re­
mained on active duly as long as their il l­
ness did nol prevent them from doing 
Iheir jobs. 

Last week, Johnson released copies of 
letters he sent to Gingrich and Dole 
which urged them lo support legislation 
to repeal the HIV discharge provision. 

"As I'm sure you know, 1 left the ca­
reer I love four years ago in large part be­

cause of fear and ignorance about HIV 
arid AIDS," Johnson said in his letter to 
Gingrich and Dole. " I 'm writing to you 
on behalf of a group of people that I've 
never met but for whom I have die great­
est respect and empathy," he said, "the 
1,049 members of the U.S. military (with 
HIV] who, like, me, just want to do their 
jobs and provide for Iheir families." 

Added Johnson. " I . hope you will do 
right by those 1,049 service members and 
Slop ignorance, fear, and prejudice from 
forcing them lo 'retire' from the jobs they 
love and their important service lo our 
counu^." 

Gingrich on Wednesday rejected John­
son's request, saying those who are call­
ing for repealing Ihc discharge provision, 
including Clinton, are taking a "totally ir-
rcsp(insihl(. position. 
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HIV... and service in the military 
Reportedly the "Defense 

Department" is opposed to 
the recent congressional 
legislation mandating the 

discharge of 1,049 service men and 
women now on active duty who 
have tested positive for the AIDS 
virus. One can only wonder who 
those "defense" officials might be, 
for surely they would not inclutle 
anyone physically involved in 
defending this nation. 

The reason has nothing to do with 
homophobia, although those 
opposed to the ban such as ACT-UP 
and other activist groups have fas­
tened on the remarks of the bill's 
sponsor, Rep. Robert K. Dornan, 
California Republican, who called 
the HIV-infected personnel "drug 
users, people who visit whorehous­
es or homosexuals" as evidence to 
the contrary. The media also joined 
the chorus. A Washington Post edi­
torial called the policy change "vin­
dictive." the New York Times 
labeled it an "atrocity," and USA 
Tbday awarded the bill its "Dis­
graceful Play of the Week" award. 
Not surprisingly, the New Republic 
went into a snit. 

But their concern for homosexu­
al rights have blinded them to the 
medical and military realities. It 
has been said, given today's climate, 
if "typhoid Mary" had been a les­
bian we'd still be in the midst of a 
typhoid epidemic. Be that as it may, 
there are valid reasons why Mr. 
Dornan's bill makes sense. As he 
himself said, service members with 

HIV are a personal burden on their 
fellow service members because, 
among other things, they cannot be 
deployed overseas and are exclud­
ed from combat. 

Admittedly, those with the AIDS 
virus are not alone. "About 20 per­
cent of the 'undeployable' military 
personnel are HIV-positive," noted 
The Washington Post. "The rest suf-

Their concern for 
homosemal rights has 
blinded them to the 
medical and military 
realities. 

fer from other diseases [including] 
chronic but not debilitating illness 
such as asthma, cancer or heart 
disease." Prior to the new legisla­
tion. Defense Departinent policy 
was to retain all such "undeploy-
ables" on active duty, and to sepa­
rate or retire them only "when they 
can no longer perform their job." 

What should be done is not to 
repeal the law mandating separa­
tion or retirement of HIV-positive 
service mpmhpr.'; hilt instead to 
expand that law to apply to all other 
nonaepioyahifts as welL Although 
his remarks were made in an 
entirely different context, Gen. 

John Shalikasvili, the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, recently 
gave the real reason why such per­
sonnel should not be retained on 
active duty when he reemphasized 
a fundamental military principle. 
"Our main purpose," he said, "is to 
fight and win our nation's wars." 

The hard fact, as Capt. Russell 
Moriarity, adjutant of the 2nd Bat­
tle Group, 60th Infentry, used to 
impress on us new second lieu­
tenants almost four decades ago 
when we came to him with our tales 
of woe, is that the Army is not an 
eleemosynary society. Farced to our 
dictionaries, as he intended, to fig­
ure out what in the world he was 
talking about, we learned that the 
Army was not intended to be 
involved in pity, mercy, charity or 
alms. The armed forces existed to 
fight. "We're warriors," said then 
JCS Chairman Gen. Colin Powell in 
1993. "We never want to lose sight 
of this basic underlying principle. 
That's why you have armed forces 
within the United States structure." 

As a combat infantry veteran, I 
speak with some prejudice, not 
against those with HIV but against 
those who for whatever reason can­
not perform their battlefield duties. 
In Vietnam, our infantry battalion 
was plagued by a number of 
sergeants who had "sick slips" 
excusing them from wearing a hel­
met, from marching or even froni 
exposure to loud noises. As a resiilt 
they had to be left behind in the 
base camps while junioi- enlisted 

men commanded their squads and 
platoons in combat. The effect on 
morale was devastating. It was a 
travesty that should-not be repeat­
ed in the name of either poHtical 
correctness or misguided coihpas-
sioh. 

Evidently critics think war is | 
some kind of a game. The New York 
Times editorialized that "the anti-
AID bigots.... could learn a lot 
about AIDS and htimanity and com­
mon sense by following the saga of 
Magic Johnson . . . who has just 
returned to the National Basketball 
Association." But it was the "com­
mon sense" of the editorial that was 
strained, for it failed to note that, 
unlike HIV-positive service mem­
bers. Magic Johnson is not restrict­
ed to home games only. If that were 
so, it's doubtful the NBA would have 
agreed to his return. 

As Karl von Clausewitz wrote a 
century and a half before the AIDS 
virus was discovered, "The end for 
which a soldier is recruited, 
clothed,-armed and trained, the 
whole object of his sleeping, eating, 
drinking and marching, is simply 
that he should fight at the right 
place and the right time." If today's 
soldiers cannot do that, they have 
no business in our armed forces. 

Harry G. Summers Jr., a retired 
U.S. Army colonel, is a distin-
guishedfellow of the Army War Col­
lege and a nationally syndicated 
columnist. 
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Go with the governors 

Just about everybody is excited about the bipar­
tisan solutions to the welfare and Medicaid mess­
es that have been proposed by the nation's gov­

ernors. Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich is said 
to be "thrilled." Senate M^prity Leader Bob Dole 
says the compromise plan "holds great promise." 
Even President Clinton is happy about it —sort of. 
Calling the governors' Medicaid plan a step in the 
right direction, Mr. Chnton suggested tiiat it could 
be the grounds for a new round of budget negotia­
tions — that is, as long as the president could be guar­
anteed that Medicaid remained a federal entitiement. 

Aside from the fact that the whole idea behind 
Medicaid reform is that it takes the program out of 
the ossified category of entitiements, the president's 
reaction suggests that all Mr. Clinton is interested in 
is resuming negotiations on budget issues, as 
opposed to actually achieving agreement on budget 
issues. The endless talks between the White House 
and Capitol Hill were a pubUc relations bonanza for 
Mr. Clinton, with the president's poll numbers bub­
bling up on the sti-ength of his ability to frighten peo­
ple with his caricature of the RepubUcan agenda. 
Now that the talks have broken off, the scare tactics 
have lost their immediacy. Instead, the underlying 
dissatisfaction with federal red ink is bubbling back 
up. How Mr. Clinton would love to go back to the sta­
tus quo ante, locking Republicans into another sev­
eral months of fruitiess closed-door negotiations. 

The Republicans shotdd not take the president's 

bait. This is not to say that the GOP shouldn't run with 
the opportunity the governors have presented. In • 
fact, RepubUcans should seize upon the new bipar­
tisan proposals drawn up by the governors and pre­
sent them to the president as a fait accompU. If Mr. 
Clinton wishes to sign such legislation, all the better. 
If he chooses to veto it, the very bipartisan origin of 
the ideas could prove to be the glue with which a 
coalition of Republicans and moderate Democrats 
could be joined, and a veto overridden. 

There are those who have been advising the 
Republican party to go into November vwth no bud­
get agreement whatsoever This advice is based 
upon the inescapable fact that the president has 
shown no willingness or intention to negotiate in gcxjd 
faith. Thus the only solution is to stop negotiating and 
wait to see if the new year brings a new president. 
The error in the advice is the assumption that not 
negotiating means not legislating. Bringing up a 
new budget, or large parts of a new budget, drawn 
along the governors' outhnes, requires no consulta­
tion with the president whatsoever Indeed, any such 
tete-a-tete could only end up scuttling the very work­
able compromise crafted by the governors. Repub­
lican leaders should follow through on their pledge 
to work the governors' plan up into legislation. Let 
Mr. Clinton veto it if̂ ĥe wants. But he will have a 
much harder time trying to pin the "extreinist" tag 
on a budget that has the support of the nation's gov­
ernors of both parties. 
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Military Has No Room 
For the HJ;V Positive 
To theJEditor: ...Ir'ii? .IZ 

Re "Magic Shows the Way" (edito­
rial, Feb. 1) : The only thing proved 
by the return of the basketball player 
Magic Johrison, who is H.I.V. pqsi-

. tive, to the National Basketbail 'Asso­
ciation is . that teain ; ; owners' love 
money more than people. Like it^or 
not, Johnsoii's colleagues wijlal\yays 
treat hini; differently. — iiotibe-
causê 'of a' -'phobia.'','• - •'. . '''%t 
- • Thisls the reality that faces -H.foy.- . 
infected military personnel. Theinill-

' ness is.iuniike:̂  that .of other nonde­
ployable colleagues whose status 
must, be handled on a case-by-case 
basis.' H.I.V. does not go away. What is 
"punitive" about telliri'g these nonmil-
itary rriilitary personnel they are 'no 
longeî  of service to the United States : 
military?,.^.':., . ••" . 
' . Yoû aghore,! that! 99.9, pei-cent!:iof 
H.l, V,-infected. personnel ..h'ave'/bi-o-
keii the Uniforni Code; ofiMiiitsiry 
Jtistice .'in' activities' tltaf led ' toj ac­
quiring the disease.'Other categories 
of nondeployihent hmitatioh'ai'e'rtot 
the result of breaking miliifary'law! i 

Contra'ry'to ydur'assertion, the dis- i 
charges are supported by the uhi- I 
formed military. The military haî  a 
militai-y agendal'';'n6t ', a ; polifilal j 
one: • • ., • .! RoisERT K: DORNXN 
Member of Congress, 46th Dist,, Calif. 

.-•"' •' •••••'Washingt6h>'Feb.̂ 5rW96 
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MtntQnSigns 
Defense Bill 

py::v-By';PHIU^ 
.••-Ĵ WASHlMTONF̂ Fe]̂ :!̂  
• dehl5;;Clinton'|igned" aj;.̂ 26̂  
î ^deferiŝ f'r/authdm .; bilU. ;today; 
^whife.pr6misi.iigî ^̂ ^̂  
va5;''l3lataffiy:i;dii5&im 
.•si6ii-W-tfie,bilV 
;g(3nvto:disciiiargê  lia|6.',*!? • 
;virus' thS;:'causes;'Ai DŜ ;'r v;i}; l:'^' ~' •• 
•iTMiite'̂ ^House .̂pfficialsi;..said., the: 
:,F;resident"feltlhaf he no choice' 
'but-tb;sign;the:autlVdrization-bill be-.' 

. •cailse^iticonMried'a 
•^rovisiions'that l i ^ ^ to-

riatiohar^defenseV'sm^^ 
' incliidingta^2i perceiit;;militaryf pay]' 

•• vraise;>i;-i?;-::•̂ "'S'if îv 'M>: jt,;̂ :*:.v'"?i!ji:'; 
riv Undenthe bill.Ahe Defense Depart-̂  

. rn'ent'v isocompelied;to.vbegin^pusting.-
•infected'sef.'ijic^^ 
nibtth's' regardiesŝ ^̂  ability, to;, 
•perform'Wei f;Obbs;:r'the;'Pe^ 
: haŝ ;̂ estifnafed ;.itHat ;';sligM^ 
•'trian i.O'ooiiervice'm 
Elected,witlf H:LVi; Jthe AIDS.yiruŝ V; -i;: 

"' ̂ ^ Mr;? cnritbn''vowed;today tb -.work; 
'•'wiffi-Congressto 
isionijefoi-'e k'^ 

'/•is;:; dischargedv,frbm;̂  tlie;-,sei;yice/'; 
:. Whitê ^ Hpu'ŝ '. lawyers iisaid̂ ';̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
charge prbvisibn was unconstî tution-; 

; zd :'ahd ^wouid): alhiost̂ îm 
'draw a court c'haUenge; f rbni;advpca-. 

-, cy groupŝ They said ,they were.hope-, 
. ful; that Pederai; courts; would block., 
the provision from takirig effect;, the 
Rresidetiti'lias'̂ oi'dered the;'Justice 

•..p'epart'nient not tp;defe^ the provi-
•'sibii^iffcbtii"t;vv'^^^:'/'^ '•!' • 
'vvlf:the bou'rts' do,not act; however, 
the militarV; careers of:;H:i,y,-infect-

• .M-'sei^ice' rhembefs .would come to 
•' an end .iSeVthis .year,'.-f>bl̂ ^ , 
: other ;tellitafy •̂:•eniRloyeeŝ . recfe 

; regulaf blood. fests,'makinig it impos­
sible to '.hide -.the'̂ cpndition • —even, 
though the Pehtagbri holds that ,virtu-

• ally alfof them are fi.t for. duty., ' ' 
Mr.-Clinton vetoed an earlier ver­

sion-of. the bill largely, because it 
required the deployment of a multi-

. billioh-ddllar missile defense system, 
by 2003.- The' White "House believes 
the proviî ion .was a .yiplation of .the 
1972 antibailistic missil'e'tre'aty, arid 
it was deleted in its entirety from the 

• -hiiLsigned.today..::..; ''•.k.^£-kl.:iu.JiLjJ.. 
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— —•-'iniectea"service''niemDers witnin"six -̂-
V months regardless of their' ability tp ; 

perform their jobs. The; Pentagon 
has':, estimated ..that slightly riiore i 

, thaii 1,000 service members are in-, i 
1 :fected with H.l.y,,' thei AIDS virus..' '.; 
' Mr.. Cliiiton vowed today to work: 
• ;.' 'with^Corigress ,''to re'peal-this provi- ,̂  
f ,. '.sibh befbre'a.singles'emce^ 
• I is!! discharged'!; from;; the::'service,;'.,f 
i • '''! ,!,White-̂  Hbuse;!̂ 'lWyerŝ ^ 
j ' ' ' fcharge prbvisibii was! uiicphstitutipn'-.'! 
, ! • -al.{and. would; almbstffmm 
1 ;ii.! :;!drawra!c6urt.challerig^ 
' . *-%y g'l̂ bup's;':̂ ^̂ ^ ,'. 

• !!ful;'that'-'Eî de'raI! cou ! 
, ',. •:. !the,prpyision;frbm takiiig^ 

\ JPi^siSerfehais '̂c^ 
;. ••• ' !vDe^tme}rt!!n^ 
j • .'• '•';sibn?in!cburt;';;..;̂ -!̂ ^̂  ' i ^ ^ ' . ^ - % 

•" ' 'VjSif-ith'e-̂ coui-tŝ ^̂  act; .however,;., 
'.. -'>lHe™iitatyid!a^ 
i ' ed-seryice;imen^^ 
I ''.'ian̂ end-l̂ ^̂ ^ ; 
,' 'sj'ptlier iimi'Uta^ 
\- J';;,Teguiâ bjpM^̂  : 
• ''?-'sibleEto!;Jideit|ie^ 

!.';.<;tii6iigri'jiif P.M^ 
.^alif "alltd̂ ^̂ themWê ^ 

;':'•.; M^̂ ^Gliiijtoiif:yetped 
I '••'siwi-;(3f'!'the!.i)in^ it; 

. .requi'i:ed;tHe deplbytiient; of a'.rnulti--
I . Vbillion-doll'af̂ mis'sile deferî^̂^̂^̂^̂  . 
i ! .̂ .by!'2p03/;.The:^hitei!^^ 
1.; !̂ 4he!̂ prbyisipn'î •aŝ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

^!;i972'antibaiiistic-
-' • !'it Ty'asjdelê ^̂ ^ 
i- • ^''bill;'si^ed!,tq(3^ 
! ;; t\̂ The!,tfe'w b̂̂  
I ..I'-ier, apprdp!n 
.•'.•• the 'White:ilpiiŝ ^^^ 

'';lioii^!brigirially!'.ear"^^ law .̂' 
•'i^rifwkerst^Mi'baild'-n^^ 

' , bo'rriijers beyond "the' fieet^bf • 20.: ire-
: Iquested by.the.Aii;, Fpi;ce,;!The White 

* House has said-that it wduld-'use tlie 
'! moriey not tp build new bombers, but' 
': to upgrade; tli^ existing' fleet of B-2's:-

Over-the Presidejnt's objections,; 
• the .bill also placed'_a,b^^ 

!; tions,at Americah miiitary hospitals . 
! abroad.! Abortions,have .long'"been 
! banned at military hospitals in.the. 
' United States, biit they were permit­
ted at military installations abroad 
out • of coticern. that safe,- private 

. abortion sery'̂ ^̂ s were not always 
available overseas. 

The provisipn requiring the oiister 
of service members., infected with 
H.I.v: was placed in the appropria-'' 
tions bill by Representative Bob Dpr-
nan, a California Republican who is 
seeking his party's' Presidential 
nomination: . 

Mr. Dornan argued that the com-
• bat readiness 'of the military is 

• harmed! by.'the presence of troops 
with H.i,V., and he said Friday that 
President Cliiiton was "deferring to 
the wishes of a vocal minority who 
donate heavily, to his Presideiitial 
campaign" by seeking to overturn 
the provision. . 

Until now, service members in­
fected with H.I.V, have been allowed 
to stay on active duty in the United 
States so long as they remained 
healthy and able to do their jobs. 
Thpv arp nnt allnwprl tn .serve over-. 
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;'1972 ajitiballistic 'rfiissile treaty,' and : 
it was deleted in its entirety from the 
bill signed today.-.';, : : . ' • 
! i The new bill cbntairied several oth-, 
er, appropriations ,not requested by 
the.';White,:Hplise, including $493 rhil--; 
lion'priginaily ;eâ ^ by law­
makers .to build new B-2 stealth : 
bombers beyond the fleet of 20 re-

' quested by the^Air Force; The White 
House has said that it would use the 

: money not to build new bombers, but 
to upgrade the existing fleet of B-2's,. 

Over the President's objections, 
the bill. also placed a ban on abor­
tions,at American military hospitals 
:abroad. Abortions have long'been 
banned at military , hospitals in the 
United States, but they were permit­
ted at military installations abroad 
out of concern that safe, private 
abortion services, were not always 
available overseas. 

The provision requiring the oiister 
of service members infected with 

! H!I.V: was placed in the appropria-' 
tions bill by Representative Bob Dor­
nan, a California.Republican who is 
•seeking , his party's Presidential . 
.nominatipn., : , • . :. .: •• •: ,! , 

Mr;:,porhan argued that the com-
• bat - readine.ss ,;.of i!the military; is 
V.harmed!! by!:the '"presence .!6f ..'troops. 
. with H.I,V,,'and he said Friday'that 
President Clinton was "deferring to 

,, the.'wishes of ..a vocal minority .who 
; donate heavily to .his! Presidential . 
.1 campaign" .by seeking to pverturn 
; the provision,' . i : •! 

'; .Until how, service, rnembers, in-
;>fected with H.I.V. have ijeen allowed 
'•:to';stay on;!actiye!duty.'iii. the,United , 
' states.'so Ipng ;as tlieyvrerfiained 
' heaith'y '!aiid';_able !:to do their jobs. 
; f hey ar'iê not .alioŵ ^̂  serve over- • 
i seais.' Because Pf regular, blood tests 
; in the'military; .the'.virus is usually 
•'• detected early,, years before the' on­
set of ;fuli-blp\yn''AIDS; :. .. 

!. Mr!'Clinton lias endorsed legisla-
• tion !spprisbred !by. Senators Edward 

M ! Kennedy, Democrat of Massachtj-, 
setts. and William S.'Cohen, Repubh-', 
, can: of Mairie; •!to repeal the ouster; 

, provision', and there is strbng bipartif 
sah suppoi;t in the Senate for such a 

;!iiiove; The repeal faties-an'uphill 
struggle in the House, ^ .: '. ' 

.'.'The meri'and women affected by : 
.this provision are ready, wiiliiig and 
able to seî ve .their coiintry with hon­
or and should be allowed to continue 
to do sp,'.', the' President said today, 
."People living •with H.I.V. can and do 
lead full and .productive lives, pro-

!vide for. their farnilies, and contrib-
lite tp the well being of our nation." 
! Undei-':the bill, troops with H.I.V. 
who are discharged.would (qualify for 
full niedical benefits, but they would 
not receive disability pay, and their 
sppû es and children would not re­
ceive military medical benefits. The 
bill exempts, service members in­
fected with the virus who are within 
two years of their retirement, allow­
ing them to leave the military'with , 
full benefits. " -
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President Still Plans to Sign Defense Bill 

By Dana Priest/̂  • 
'. WashmgtonPMt Staff Writer 

• The •Clintbii admihistaatipn smd̂  
•i yesterday it wodd ' by :to 

defense bill proviaon̂  reiqi^^ 
i;. charge !bf service members wh'd 
J have tlî ;MDiS virus^d ad<^ 
;i;̂ :;̂ : alsd coiiffldem 
;;;g:thfe;ni^sui^ ty j"".•'• '! ' ' . , ' ' ; '^-'"^;:^::i!^!' 
• ' / "l^e^^ tosised 
;*^'ok!wtiip^^ ia jiob;'!without any secii-
;̂S!ntŷ ŝaid Patricia Fleming, director 

!?|;lbf the^WhiteHo^ 

i|.'and'twê re; go 'a'̂ ireped 
iv 'as:vigprpiiisly:ais we'possiM^ 
'' . The !White /Hp aiinpiinced 
! i iThdrsday tijiat !CUiitph"; ŵ^ 
!:j; the!$26^ desiiite; 
;;;( his'jbpposition!̂ ^̂ ^̂  
'I'l igairdihjg!M:ryice 
I >/,'',̂ thê 'yiî s.;'tiar̂ ^̂ ^ 
I;? liew^ bffl̂ 'arerOT ' 
' - yesterday after; preyioiK ŷ.'passing 
!;! the House)! would force prople with.: 
J : HIY! but of tiie service six inianths 
i ;• aftei:;itis!agQed.'!;.'-'"''J^ ";!,"v '•'[•- '.• 
\ i ! 'Yesiterday,! riMpohdmg to a bĉ^̂^̂  
\ V ra^ '̂;;0f/.OTtic^ '!AroS! activist; 

groiips'iand its own'MDS policy bf-
. fice; \TOitd House officials met with 

experts from the Defeiise Depart- / 
<--=! nieiit aind; the VeteraiB: Adm^ 

° ! tioiî 'ta'iriap out 'a,!strategy/lVc»j^^ 
»i include/a. Justice i Depaitmen̂ ^ •) 
« !siiit'(iaUenging :!ithie' constitiitipnaliT 
': ty of'the. prbsi^ White: 
. Hbusepffic^ .. !:,Lf<!||';!̂ !,• •• 

•' Several midbnd AiU5S advocacy 
groups'!ilso isaid • yesterday.: they 
wbtUd piirsiie class-action! suits to 
challenge -the biU; WMch'they said is 
iiiherendydiscriininafbry. ! ^ ! ' l :J1 

• The" Defense Departinent" said 
' there are'1,049 irnale and female 
I service rnembers who are known to. 
I be HIV-positive and would be: 
l forced out by the bill. 
" Under current law, people with ^ 

the HIV virus are allowed to i-eniaih 
in the military as long as they can 
perform their jobs, just like people 

/with other chroiiic iUnesses such'as 
cancer, diabetes, heiart disease and 
asthma. They are prohibitjed from 

!• holding certain jobs, howevei-. For 
I example, they cannot serve aboard 

House-and the department had 
come toran agreement on; what it 
meant, offidals!sm(i./.i!':̂ ^̂ ^ 
• ;Under the.'new laŵ ^ 
members,! who.! testal • positive . for 
.Hiy wpi4d haye; a:.(»mplete^^ 
age . of! medic !̂ benefite. for jthem-
seh?es,!wten they;Were!;d^ 
but,;.th'eir,̂ dep.enden̂  
wouid be permaiiehtiy; 'dr 
That is in rontrast!with'se 
sonhel, dischargied for ha 
disabling disease's, whose depen­
dents retain medical coverage/ ;;; . 
- . The law also.woiild affect disabili­
ty and retirement pay for: Hiy-pb?i-
tive personnd.-' Under tbe'curirent 
pohcy, because :service people are 
not ."medically; retiredi'; until:" they 
become sick, they :are uiiistially; im-

;. mediately ieUgible upon discharge 
' for (iisisbffity and retirement pay.';'.- [ 
; ! Under'the'new law, however,' be-
;fcaiise; mpst of those with wbiild 
be foirced tpileave; long brfore. they 
beiranie disabled'or.e^ for re­
tirement, .they would lose disability 

''Thesepeople are 
being tossed put 

':secur;i§rr:fy .:. 
travesty of their 
rights^lmd u;^ 

repeal as vigorously 
as we possibly dm." 

; ,. -:-Patricia Fleming,. 
White House AIDS policy office 

or retirement benefits when they 
were discharged. Defense Depart-, 
ment and White House officials said. 
Howeveir, if they became disabled 
sometime after they left the ser-



1 ne wnue nuu&c auuuuui-cu 
Thursday that Chnton would sign 
the $265 bilhon defe bill despite 
his opposition to the prô  n re­
garding service meinbers with HIV, 
the virus that causes AIDS. The 
new bill; approved by the Senate 
yesterday after previously passing 
the House, would force people with 
HTV out of the service six months 
after it is signed. 

Yesterday, responding to a bar­
rage of criticism by AIDS activist; 
groups isnd its own AIDS pohcy of­
fice. White House officials met with 

=. experts from the Defense Depart-
? nieiit and the Veterans Administra-
'• !tion to imp out a strategy. Jt could 
I I include a; Justice Die'partment law-
', ' suit ' challengirig the cohstitutioiiiah-

ty of the, prospectwe law. White 
House officials said. !. ! !/,? ; |^!.. 

' Several national AIDS! advocacy 
groups /also said' yesterday;.;they 
wbidd piirsue class-action suite to 
chaiienge;the!bill;^\^ 
liiherehtiy discri i^ - i? 

The Defense Depart 
I there iare 1,049 male and feinale 
Q service ihembers.who are known to 
l be HIV-positive and would be 
;! forced out by this bill. 

Under, current law, people ;with 
the HIV vm!is are allbwed to reiriain 
in themihtary as long as they, can 
perform tiieh:; jobs, just like. people 
with other thrpiuc iU^ 
cahceK diabetes; heart disease and 

!< asthma. They are prohibited from 
I holding ̂ certain jobs, hbweyei-! For 
" example, thjey cannot servp aboard 
' : ships or on pyeireeas assi^men^^ 
i i Althbiigh the.'pirpwsibiilwas'î b 
" of the reasbiis Ghnton vetoed ithe 

first version of the defense authori-
.. ration bill; Wliite House press sec-

retary Michael McGurryr; said, yê ^ 
I'terday! that .Clintoii's major 

objections to the! Mrlier bill' had 
If been satisfactorily revised, n :. ' 
1̂- • 'There are times when we have 
|! to, on balance; accept some things 
I: that otherwise we wouldn't want to 

do but are necessary if we're going 
to have a strong defense authoriza-, 
tion act, which is what we did in this 
case," he said; 

McCiirry said the White House is 
working with House aiid Senate 
members, which other officials said 
included Democrats and Republi­
cans, "to reverse this pohcy and do 
so, we: hope, within the sbt-month 

' period before it takes effect." 
On Thursday and even late yes-

srday afternoon. Defense Depart-
lent officials were at a loss to ex-
lin in detail the financial and 
dical ramifications of the bill for 
se who are forced out. By yes-
day evening, however, the White 

pohcy, because service people are 
not "medically retired" until they 
become sick, they are usually im­
mediately eUgible upon d harge 
for disability and retirement pay. 

Under the new law, however, be­
cause most of those with HIV would 
be forced to leave long before they 
became disabled or eUgible for re­
tirement, they would Ipse disability 

''These people are 
being tossed out 
without a job, 
without any 
security. IVs a 
travesty of their 
lighy^pMm 
going to pursue a 
repeal as vigorously 
as we possibly can." 

: , Patricia Fleming, 
White House AIDS policy office 

or retirement benefits wdien they 
were discharged, Defense Depart-! 
ment and-White House officials said.; 
However, if they became disabled 
sometime after they left the ser­
vice, they! would then quaUfy for dis­
ability pay. 
' Carl BrbWn, 36, is a ist class pet­

ty officer who works at the war 
games departinent at the Navy War * 
Cbllisge In NeWport, R.!'.,' and "is 
feeling perfect" although he has 
known for 10 ;years;,that he has 
HIV, he'said yesterday. He has 
served, in .the Navy for 16 y!ears. 
During the past lO years, he has, 
managed several offices and gave 
up a chance to retire when the Na­
vy was, downsizing because he en­
joys his job. 

"It just seems so silly," he said, 
yesterday. "I'm still fine." 

Petty Officer 1st Class Tim Nich­
ols, 32, who is HIV-positive and was 
named Sailoir'of the Year in 1994, 
retired this morith with substantial 
disabiUty benefits not because he 
was sick, but because he feared the 
pending legislation wbuld hurt him 
financially if he waited. With two 
children, ages 11 and 9, " I just 
couldn't chance it," he said yester­
day from NorfoUc. " I had to provide 
for my kids." 
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Clinton Eh JidesUS. Won't Fight 
I Smts oiitiJ^V^ troop P 

By ALISON MITCHELL 

, 5; WASHINGTON; Feb.-9 ^^.On-the' 
eve'of signing a $2̂65 billion military-
budget bill, Presid'eht Clinton tpday 
directed the Attorney General hot to 
defend,iii!cburt a prpvision requiring • 
the' Peritagon to! discharge troops; 
'who: have! theV. virus that' causes 
AIDS! '• the' 'White..;;House :_said.! the • 
President .;viewed'̂ h'e provision as' 
Ĵabhbrren't" atid ;uncohstitutipna 
Mr. ciinton-alstj'iiistru'cted his Ad-

iniriistratiofl to'provide fuirdisability 
rjetirement pay, health .care cover-
a'ge and transitional benefits like.yp-
cationa!lV'e'du.catibii" ftb!; th^ 
but of -the'service !because'- they.; are.• 
infectetl' with-the AIDS'yirus,'H.LV.-', 
In additibn; aides said he .woiiid cam-!: 
paign ' fbr a;, bipartisan, Senate pill 
that! would;fe'f)eal th;e;dis'̂ cha'rge prp-:. 
v i s i o n ^ ! • - , ' . . " !-.!,• •-. • !• . 
; the !White House ahhouncerrient , 
.tapped a lO'̂ day period ih wliich the 

. Adihinistra'tibh struggled :tp fiiid. a: 
way tb''siig'n the.niajor. rnilitary bill, .a 
versitinpf.'whichVMr:-Cliiit'on ye.tbed; 
in December (or a' niiniber b^ î ea-., 
sons, while keeping the! support of 
AIDS, !advocacy ,. groups and̂ . gay 

'lS6 EAST 73rd STREET HAS BEEN LIBERATED 
fruni the cable mono^ptilv! Betler buildlng-wide service. 
Belter prices. Call Liberty Cable 212/891-7777—Advt. . 

• an. election ' rights • proponents in 
yfear;.- ' v , ' K ' - • • ' ' ' - v ^ ' !'' - ':- ". 

" White t House- officials said' the 
President planned to!sign the bverall 
military measure, ' including' the. 
AIDS provision, into law oh' Satur­
day, Michael D. McCurry, the White 
House press' secretary, called, the 
full legislation,''! which authorizes 
Pehtagori programs for the 1996 fis-, 
cal year , and includes pay raises fo!r; 

. military personnel, "very critical to 
the natioiial security bf'the'united 
States," • !, . •'. •- . ^•'';' v! ' 

But Jack Quinn/'the White House 
cbiinsel, said Mr; Clinton' li'ad' de­
cided that the Administratiori, which 

. expects a court challenge to the.dis= 
charge provisibn from- adybeacy 
groups;"wbuld hot defend it, in court. 
He said the President considered the 

• requirement unconstitutional as'well. 
as "completely abhorrent .and pffen-

' sive.'.';-' •.. '••' "-.' • ' ' i , ; ' : ;•;. .:' ".':,. 
;: Under current' Pentagon regula-. 

tions;-niiernbers of the ariined serv-, 
ices who are'infected with' H.I.V, 
may remain on active, duty in the 
United States as long as they are fit; 
But'they are barred from serving in 
combat or anywhere-abroadj where 

. ContinuedonPageJJ;Column! 
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U.S. Won'tFight Challenges to KL V. Ousters 
Continued From Page 1 

periodic medical monitoring of their 
condition might prove infeasible. 

In sponsoring the discharge provi­
sion, conservatives led by Represent­
ative Robert K. Dornan of California, 
a long-shot contender for the Repub­
lican Presidential nomination, ar-
gijed that given the restrictions on 
the duties of these service members, 
they constitute a threat to military 
i"eadiness. 

The AIDS provision directs that 
any service man or woman infected 
with H.I.V. be honorably discharged 
within six months. The Pentagon es-
liiiiates that more than 1,000 mem­
bers of the armed forces would be 
affected. 
, In a joint statement today, Secre-

, tary of Defense Wilham J. Perry and 
Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said, "Discharging service members 

•deemed fit for duty would waste the 
.Government's investment in the 
training of these individuals and be 
disruptive to the military programs 
in which they play an integral role." 
They noted that there was already a 
physical evaluation system in place 
10 determine the fitness for duty of 
troops infected with H.I.V. 

Mr. Quinn said that Mr. Clinton 
considered the military leaders' 
opinion when he decided that the 
discharge provision "arbitrarily dis­
criminates and violates all notions of 
equal protection." 
'. In explaining its decision not to 

(Jefend the provision in court, the 
.-\dminislration cited a precedent es­
tablished by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who signed into law an 
urgent spending bill needed for the 
war effort in 1943 but refused to 
defend the constitutionality of a pro­

vision that'stripped three Govern­
ment workers of their salaries be­
cause Congiess considered them 
subversives. IRoosevelt's stand was 
ultimately upheld. 

Mr. Quinn said the Congiess itself 
could choose tovjefend the measure 
in court. Congress is out of session, 
and neither Speaker Newt Gingrich 
nor the Senate majority leader, Bob 
Dole, had an iinmediate reaction. 

Mr. Dornan predicted- that Mr. 
Clinton would lose both in court and 
in Congiess. "These peisonnel can­
not go to Bosnia, cannot go fo Haiti 
and cannot go to Korea, and if over­
seas they must come home," he said. 
He accused the President of ignoring 
the military's needs "while deferring 
to the wishes of a vocal minority who 
donate heavily to his Presidential 
campaign." 

White House officials held out hope 
that either a Congressional repeal or 
a court stay would keep the Adminis­
tration from having to dismiss any 
H.I.V.-infected military personnel by 
the end of the six-month period. Mr. 
Quinn said the Pentagon would wait 
"until the last possible moment" be­
fore removing anyone. 

But he said Mr. Clinton, once sign­
ing the overall legislation, would 
have no choice but to enforce the law 
in the absence of a court ruling 
against it. 

Mr. Clinton's action on the mili­
tary measure was particularly sensi­
tive politically because one of the 
first controversies he faced in office 
was over his campaign pledge to end 
the ban on homosexuals' serving in 
the military. Ultimately, faced with 
resistance from military leaders and 
members of Congress, he settled on a 
compromise that left in place a pro­
hibition on homosexual activity but 
that directed commanders not to ask 
troops about sexual orientation or 

pursue inquiries in the absence of 
con-ipelling evidence of homosexual 
conduct. 

BUI lai'gely because the compro­
mise l equired gay service members 
to keep tlieir sexual orientation pri­
vate, many gay rights advocates, ac­
tive in Democratic politics, were left 
feeling betrayed. And moderate 
Democrats complained that Mr. 
Clinton, who had run as a "new Dem­
ocrat," had now left the impression 
ll'.at he was a traditional liberal. 

Homosexual rights groups and ad­
vocates for AIDS victims had mixed 
reactions today. Melinda Paras, the 
executive director of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, com­
mended ibe President for calling the 
discharge provision unconstitutional 
but said "the more pt incipled action 
would have been to not allow this 
provision to become law in the first 
place." 

Matt Coles, the director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union's 
AIDS Project, said his group would 
give Congress a chance to repeal the 
law. But he said the civil liberties 
union and a number of other groups 
were ready to sue the irioment a 
member of the niilitary was dis­
charged. 

And Magic Johnson, the basketball 
Starr infected with H.I.V., urged Con­
gressional leaders in a letter to sup­
port repeal of the measure on behalf 
of !,049 service members with the 
virus, "and stop ignorance, fear and 
prejudice from forcing them to 're­
tire' from the jobs they love and their 
important service to their country." 

Repeal measures are already 
pending in both houses of Congress, 
and there is strong bipartisan sup­
port for such a move in the Senate. 
But repeal faces an uphill struggle in 
the nioi-f: cunscrvative House. 
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fet Defend HIV Law 
ByAnnDeyroy 

Wuhiii(Un;Pa8t Staff Writer' 

was not'fulfiUed. Quiiin said no one 
: would Ibse their job "until the last poŝ  
slble- moment.". He and others said 

.:,they/hope Congress repeals the law 
ibefore then, pr̂ 'that a cpiirt challenge 

I Preadent Clinton, yesterday said he 
' b,iBUeye.a Idgislation̂ ^ re^ 
chirizietiirf of ;the. miUt^i!',, 1̂  phmffe a judicial order tô -; 

t̂ k̂ 'ATnc 'inr.,ic ic -linrnncfitiitinn'-': ^ ĴQ̂ J' impleiTientinlg:!thcjlaw Tiiritil. its' with the! AIDS virus! isj iincoiistitittipn-
aii andhe ordered the Jtistice Depairtf 

! lient 'not to M 
'̂'raife'j!̂ -;.';,'-̂  ^̂ '!''.:.••' 

!! |The!!Ciintoii ordferrwas part of a 
. thre(Si>roiigê  .effort by the ailminis-
tiration tô  protect sUghtly more, than 
;is(XW!'8emcemeii aî ^ 
ied:l?y.a!|irbw^̂  
defease'aiithorizatioil hilii CUritoh also 
ordered. that;f^ 
!b4nefitS;;be!'! provided!: ah dis-

cbiistitiitionaUty' is' tested. The Clin-' 
tori actions drew strong piraise from 
civil and gay rights groiips. ?This was 
a mbmentous step toward fahnesŝ ": 

' said Kim .Mills, spokeswo!mM for .the 
Human Rights Gampaign," ia gay 'aiid 
lesbian political PrganizationiiH;! ., !f!! 
iMatt'Coles,;direcipr';î  

can Civil Lib r̂ties-'Uiu 
je'ct,!said; Glinfoii shtiiUd haye;.yefped 
the legislation but, that he! tw^̂  
iiext-best st%!. ?l:.think ̂ tiiere!̂ is!np' 

^^•to'^wito^Cpngress to^ 

> ^. ,. . . 6 ' f • • - tiTC-sCTvice^pebple^was'Mbiie jiisf^tb' 

for fflVrthevirusithat causes'Alps,,. ̂ ^̂'̂̂ -̂̂ ^̂̂  - • • 
be! discwged ;w 

: gardleas: brtheir'abiUt^^ ; perforin, 
tlieir jobs.';'After.' a person is infected 

; ̂ (iMiHiy^ ^tssi!ari^!average 
• !'jteara''ioi^^ '^K f;'-l;-! i \. 

Clinton 
"cbm^ 
White Hpû e Counsel Jack Quinn said . . ' 
0ntil the law is' ruled uncbnstitutipnal 
'(|r OMirt action blbd̂  
tjpoj hbwiever, the; hw w^ 
fprced, Qiiinn said: v̂̂^ ^ 
'!!iû f̂ the Congress chooses to.defend 
.ttis hreatment of mien arid women in 
die miUtary, it may do so; but.this ad-
ministiration will not," Quinn said. 
I He said a legal test of the provision 
\yas "as sure as the sun .will come up 
tomorrow," and predicted the . courts 
would.overtum it. -
!S The provision, sponsored by Rep. 
Robert Ki Doman (R-CaUf.), a conser-

, yative RepiibUcan presidential aspi­
rant, was attached to the defense biU 
that the president is scheduled to sign 
this morning. Because , the legislation 
includes a liriUtary pay raise and doz­
ens of other key provisions,. White 
House officials said, it is too impor-
tknt to the national defense to veto as 
several civil rights and gay rights 
^tips asked. 
.; The White House opposed the pro­
vision when it emerged in Congress, 
but CUnton never threatened to veto 
die over^ bill because.of it. Many in 

'HI V-pbsitiye. ser-vicê ^ 
niain iii the!iTuUtary!be(â ^ 
ncit eligible for,combat or certaiii oth-! 
!er duties',; so otheir personnel imiist dpft 
such work. Paul Merpi pbnm's 
of staffy said: Dpiiian) welcomed. 
debate arid any legal battie!\'?We tWriK5̂  
we will! -winj! hands doTO," Merp to^ 
knight-Ridder.:': '!• ! ".̂ ' - -!!;! 

In deciding to keep the Justice Def: ! 
partmerit froni perforaimgitŝ ^̂ ^̂  
job bf defending a federal law;̂ CUijtori||: 
took an untisual but not iinpre^ent-;!! 
ed step. Several presidents]hay&dp̂ ^̂  
the same, -with the rii(Kt:fambu's!^c^^^ 
being a decision by FrankUh:©.'̂ i!R(̂ ^ 
sevelt tp sign a defense! spendingvM^̂  
during Wprld War II despite 'a p̂ ^̂  
sion he beUeved was:uncoristitutionMiJ,: 
The provision--which: caUed-'̂ for; 
blbckirig pay of several individual fecl̂ v:; 
eral officials whom Congress, viewied 
as radibal arid irresponsible--?-was!ribt.V 
defended iii court; by Roosevelt-and; 
vvas eventually niled unconstitutiprial..';f, 

' The CUnton admimstration reUed bn â^ 
, Justice Department •nilirig\that;the.'. 

HIV law! would only be constitjitipnal!. 
if it .''seWes; a legitimate gbyenî  
purpose,"! accbrtiing!tip Assists 
tomey General Walteî  E. DeUinger.• 

• Defense; SmetaiyWilUamJ.;P^n^ 
and Gen. Jbhn Shalikashvili, chainnan;. 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said to dis-i 
charge HIV-irifected . service .mefn̂ ^̂  
bers .who are deemed fit^tp. perform; 

: . . I J . . . I - : . > : « . . : — 



vowea.K) worK wim »./ongress lo re-
peal the law! "'y^",\': .} 
'•• The provision requires that mem-

fers of the miUtary. who test positive 
for Hiy, the virus that caiises AIDS, ' 
be discharged within six months re­
gardless of their-abiUty to perform 
their jobs. After a person is infected 
with HIV, it takes an average of 10 
years to dfiivelop AIDS. ;, 

I Clinton believes the provision is 
"completely abhorrent and oiEfensive," 
V̂hite House Counsel Jack Quinn said, 

^ntil the law is ruled unconstitutional 
qr court action blocks its implementa­
tion,, however, the law will be en­
forced, Quinn said. 

"If the Congress chooses to defend 
tjbis treatment of men and wbmen in 
the miUtary, it may do so; but this ad­
niinistration wiU not," Qiiinn said. 
I He said a legal test of the provision 
was "as sure as the, sun will come up 
tomorrow," and predicted the courts 
wouldbyertumit.- , 
!|!' The iprovisioii, sponsored by Rep. 
Robert K; Doirnan (R-CaUf.), a coriser-
yative Republican presideritial aspi-
.rant,!\ras .attached to the. defense bill 
i:,that the 'preŝ ^̂  is schediU.ed to sign 
!this morning.' Berausê  
iridiid^ ,a Mitary paiy raise, and doz-
^ - l r f . other key . provisiOT̂  
, House officials ̂ said; it Js too impor­
tant to the natioi^ defense'to veto as 
. several ,civil ;rights and gay rights 
groups aisked , 
, ! The ,White House oppp^ pro-
.yision when!it emergeti in Corigress, 
but CUnton never threatened to veto 
tiie!overaU biU .becatise!bf ,it;.Man^ in 
t̂ e 'adiriimstnltibh tiibiight! it would 
be! killed in a HouserSenate, confer­
ence and hevei: become law!̂ .:! 
I'CUnton yiesterdaŷ endbrsê  legisla-

. tion sjwhsbrW' by Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy (D-Masis.) and Sen! William 
S. Cbhen (R-Maine) to repeal the pro-, 
^isipn. To giye that.legislation a • 
boost the ! WlUte! House and basket-! 
ljiaU,star:Ea!iTin "TWagic":̂  fe-

!,!leased a/letter .that:johnsori' seni; to 
• Hoiise' Speaker Newt Gingrich' (R-
Ga.) arid Senate Majority Leader Rob-
-^rt J. Dole; (R-Kan.) Asking that the 
; provisitm be re!pealed.̂ :r'Jr̂ ;..,!̂  
, !i Johnson, who quit basketball after 
;he was diagnosed as Hiŷ positive arid 
then returned to the c;ourts last week,' 
isked.their!siipport for repeal for the 

. ^tary "who, like me, just, want to do 
their jobs and provide foir their fami-
. lies." He asked the ReplibUcans to "do 
f i ^ t by the. 1,049; service members 

! and stop ignorance,'fear and prejudice 
torn forcing therii to retire/','̂  : 
l Rep; Steve Gundersb!n"(R-Wis.), 
who is gay, said he beUeyes at least 
some of the.RepubUcan' leadership in 
tiie House wiU support repeal of the 
provision. He said the provision was 
not thwarted earUer because AIDS 

• activists and others beUeved they had 
a commitment in the Senate that it 

.! w Id be killed—an expectation that 

question that . singUng out HlV-posi-
tiye " service people was; done just to 
spite them. That is; riot legitimate." 
'̂ Dornan has 'said-it is unfair to let 

HIV-positive service members re­
main in the military because they are 
not eUgible for combat or certain oth­
er duties, so other personnel riiust dp ; 
such work. Paul Mero, Dornan's chief! 
of staff, said Doman welcomed the;,!' 
debate and any legal battie. "We think: 
we!-wiU win, hands down," Mero told ! 
Knight-Ridden .! 

In deciding to keep the Justice De-:' 
partment from perfonning i|ts routine"!, 
job of defending a federal law,-;GUnton! 
took an linusiial but not unpirecedent-: 
ed step. Several presiderits liiaye dpiie!: 
the same, with the mpst fanwus;cise 
being a decision by Frankhiî p^ ! R ^ 
sevelt to sign a defense' spendiiig :hiU 
during World War H ; despite a pro'«-;:: 
ision he beUeyed wasiimcoristitiitibriM/;; 
The provision--which called "fbif!? 
bkjtildng pay of sevCTal'individual i f ^ 
eral officials whom; Corigress.fvielyed:!! 
as radical arid urespbrisible-̂ ^̂ s-iibf̂ ^ 
defended in. court:; by Rboseyelt'̂ tuid; 

Vwas'everitiMy'ntle^ 
The Clinton atlii^^ 

, Justice Departnî ent ruling.t^ 
HIV law would bnly be'cpristitiutî ^̂  

• if, it :."seiiyes .a legitimate! gpyemmê  ' 
' ptirppse,̂ acc^^ !AtT;! 
• torney!!Gene |̂̂ ^erv^^ !!; 
" • -.Defense!̂ S|Sret̂ ^pam 
and Gen;!?Jbhn̂ ShaliiashM,:chffî  

. of tfe jpiritjOMl^lofS^ 
' bhafge^Hiy înfeptedfs^ 
bers who, are;4eemed,;fiti;fe 
their ;dutie'"s wojold̂  
antl unwse''!md!!'a5ms!-̂  
puirpose. That ' co'ndiisio'n,!'iDellmgeî ^ 
said, leads .to the;,j;pnichisipn!!jthâ ^ 
govermnent purpose-is :seryed!by;the:-i! 

-.provision.;.. \ > ^y ^ " 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ^ 
To read the:teii of^tii^e^nse bill, J!-? 
see Digital Ink^Tlie:^^ 
service. To learn about Digital Ink, 
cdll;m-334r4740:!^M J-'"'' 
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