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HonoiaHe Jane Harmas 
House of Representatives 
Washington* DC 20515 

Dear Ms. Harman: 

Wc understand the House National Security Sobconnrnttee on MiJl|t«y Fwsoimi 
which you arc a meiiiber, is consiaenng | provision in H.R. 1530 iliai woullrequlre m 
Department to separate all HIV-positive members within six months of leiigng of their 
,,infection. We believe this provision to be unnecessary 

The Department stands by its curxem policy tliai retjuiics prospective enlistees be tested 
fbr the HTV yirus, denying enlistment to those who test posklYc. The Depai-tment icquiics ; 
periodic toists for al l active duty pcisonncl, smd allow* those who test positi-|e to remain on active 

duty as long AS they can perfonn their rejjjiiirod duties. 

The number of Service members who are HIV positive is sman-les|than one^tfa of a 
percent of the a«itive force. Otir mandatory testing prngram identifies meini^ in the «ari | 
Stages of the infection when they are likely to remain asymptomatic for scv* 
these members can perform their requited duties, we see no pnideni reason 
replace them because of their antibody status. However, as with any Scrvii 
condition affects their porformaace of duty, then the Department initiates 

ycais. As long as 
separate and 
member, if their 
aiation action. 

The proposed provision before you would not improve military res 
policies of the Department, thus it is not required. 

Sincerely, 

ss or the personnel 
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