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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION
THE OVAL OFFICE
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC |
January 18, 2001

My fellow citizens:

| am speaking to you tonight from the Oval Office, for the last time
as your President.

It was eight years ago, on a bright and clear winter's day, that |
stood before the nation and spoke my first words as President. | said that
we, the people, faced a fundamental choice. When powerful forces are
remaking our world, the question is whether we can make change our friend
and not our enemy. Whether we would fear change or embrace it; whether we
would shrink from our future, or face it and shape it. '

| posed the challenge; America rose to it. In the past eight years,
working together, we have prepared our nation for the 21st Century. We
have made this a time of American renewal. We have built a new,
information economy. And we begin this new century more united,
prosperous, and strong.than our nation has ever been:

When Americans look back at these times of great change, | think we
will all feel a sense of wonder. Technologies that didn't even exist eight
years ago have changed how we live, work, and relate with the world. This
has been an age of transformation the kind that occurs perhaps once or
twice a century. And | think Americans can say with pride that we've
emerged even stronger; and made sure the greatest benefits have gone to the
greater good.

| have said that to steer our ship of state through tides of change,
we have to stay true to our enduring values: opportunity for all,
responsibility from all, a community of all Americans. That is our
nation's most basic bargain. In all the work | have done as President
every decision | have made, every executive action | have taken, every bill
| have proposed and signed | have sought to apply these principles.

At the start of this new century, America also needed a new kind of
government.  One that's smaller, smarter, and, above all, lives within its



means. We've done that. After.decades of deficits, we have put our fiscal
house in order, balanced the budget, and set in motion a virtuous cycle.
Today, our economy is breaking records with 22 million new jobs, the
lowest unemployment in 30 years and the longest economic expansnon in
American history.

But what matters more is that the risin'g tide of our economy is truly
lifting all boats, expanding opportunity for all Americans. We've restored - -
hope. And most important, we have put people first again.

I've talked a lot tonight about preparing America for the 21st
Century. But there's one thing | haven't mentioned, and I've come to
believe it will matter more than any other thing we can do for our country.
I'm talking about the way we come to terms with globalization and
redefine our nation's role in the world.

Looking back at the last eight years, and then looking ahead, |
believe that America's security and prosperity depend more than ever on our
willingness to lead. This is a remarkable moment in the-khistory-efths -
wodd. More people live in freedom than ever before. Our alliances are stronger than
ever before. People all around the worId see America as a force for peace. The global
economy '
is ereahng-eou-n-ﬂ-ess-epper:tunmes-’z giving-making-t-possible-for more of our
ewr-people, andas-wel-as billions around the worId the chance to work and live and
raise their families with dignity. . :

But as eurnation-grows-more-diverse—and-the world more

interdependent, we face a new set of challenges. The same amazing advances in
technology that enrich life empower those who would destroy life, whether through

terrorism, crime or the spread of deadly weapons Ieehnelog-y—and—t&ade—m

s;ea-te-n-aw—enes, The lncredlble»growth of global'trade hasn't cIosed the gap between
those of us who live on the cutting edge, and the billions who live on the knife edge of

survival, from Africa, to Asia to Latin America. Fhe-global-gap-between-the-havesand

be-bhnd—te-hard-truths,—Global poverty should |nsp|re more than our compassmn ltisa
powder keg that could be
|gn|ted by our indifference.

Some-believe-w\We cannot disentangle ourselves from the world, orthat-we-ean
shield ourselves from the forces we fear. Butilf we want the worldglebat

econery- to embody our shared values, then we must remain-engaged-and-we-must




rrilennivmwile-must-embrace boldly and resolutely our obllgatlon to
lead for freedom and for peace. To stand by our allies in word and in deed. To steer

between uncritical engagement and untenable confrontation with our former
adversaries. To put a human face on the global economyFe-werk-tegetherwith
oux-inends-a-nd-ameﬁ And to embrace, again, the forces of change ? so

they benefit all peoples in all nations, spum&g-g;mvth-and—hftlng lives and hopes
everywhere across the world.

Again, | put the challenge to you, the American people. And | know
you will rise to it. | am more confident than ever that our best days lie
- ahead. - ‘

Now, | join all Americans in wishing our next President well in
meeting these challenges in leading freedom's march into this new
century. | will always be grateful to you for twice giving me the _
privilege to serve as your President. Though | will miss this historic
house, | will miss even more the work | have done here, every day, for
the American people.

My days in this office are nearly through; but my days of service are
not. In the years ahead, | will never hold a position higher, or a
covenant more sacred, than that of President of the United States. But
there is no title | will wear more proudly than that of Citizen.

Thank you. God bIess'you. And God bless America.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION
THE OVAL OFFICE
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC
January 18, 2001

My fellow citizens:
I am speaking to you tonight from the Oval Ofﬁce, for the last time as your President.

Y, I am grateful to you, the American people, for twice giving me the honor to serve — to
work for you, and with you, in preparing our nation for the 21* Century. These eight years have
been a time of transformation; and the people of this country have risen to every new challenge.
You have made our social fabric stronger, our families healthier and safer, and our people more
prosperous.

You have made this an era of American renewal.

You have done these things by staying true to our enduring values: opportunity for all,”
responsibility from all, 2 community of all Americans. In all the work I have done as President —
every decision I have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and
signed — I have sought to apply, and advance, those principles and to glve the American people
the tools and skills to succeed for themselves 2 — otef-

| y ol ‘grere e
These are values as old as America. But it’s up to every generation to make them matter Vo et
anew. To achieve that in our time, we needed a new kind of government. One that’s smaller and
smarter and lives within its means. After decades of deficits, we have ﬁnally put our ﬁscal house]
in order. We balanced the budget, and created the condltlons for increasing gro

Today, our economy is breaklng records — we have more than 2 mllhon new jobs, the
lowest unemployment in 30 years and the longest expans1on in h1story

truest test of our success is that the rising t1de of our economy is hﬁmg all boats at all income o
levels, expanding opportunity for all Americans. That’s what it means to “put people first.” 4,: [

I want to leave you toni ght with three thoughts about our nation and our future.

x
Flrst America must ma1nta1n our record of fiscal respon51b111ty f’f:s—I—sard,.1.t_s_n.o_t_a.n,em;l>

wEdLptae. RS | Zlmna— --2-""'m rwwmﬂufz, o hm/ﬁ,%
1€ Second, I want to safy that America’s security and preSperity depend more than everon - /S,
A WM. our willingness to lead. Thiy is a remarkable momentin history. More people live in freedom éfﬁf/




than ever before. Our alliances are stronger than ever before. People all around the world see
America as a force for peace. The global economy is giving more of our own people, and
billions around the world, the chance to work and live and raise their families with dignity. .
_ But the forces of integration that have created these new opportun’ities@lso create a new '
* set of challenges: terrorism; crime; the spread of deadly weapons and disease: The expansion of
trade hasn’t closed the gap between those of us who live on the cutting edge of the global T7e F~
economy, and the billions around the world who live on the knife’s edge of survival. This global @(_ea"e‘
‘gap requires more than compassion. It demands action. Global poverty is a powder keg that @

could be ignited by our indiffgrence. . \
| npy Fur” reluts Y

* Thomas Jefferson, i} his First Inaugural Address, warned of “enta gling alliances.” But
in our own times, America dannot — and must not — disentangle itself from the world. If we want -
the world to embody our shdred values, then we must assume a shared responsibility. If the wars

of the 20™ century — and thejrecent wars in Kosovo and Bosnia —havg taught us anything, it is
that we achieve our aims by@hg—&-he—i%&&dmmd_ﬂzgg; We must embrace — boldly -
and resolutely — that duty to\lead. To stand with our allies in word deed. Andto puta |

human face on the global economy —; so it benefits all peoples, in all nations, lifting lives and

hopes across the world.
nnot lead in the world unless we weave the ’%—
of One America. As we become more diverse, , =

o Third, we rmust remember thdt Americ
threads of our cgat of many colors into the fab

5 eiPwith fairness and dignity That is the
' 1 join all Americans in washesR Sur next Presideag el
?leading freedom’s march inii) this new cemtur % “
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As for ine, I leave the Preidfncy more full pe than thé day I arrived — and more
confident than ever that America’s best days lie ahead. '

My days in this office aic nearly through; but my dasls of service are not. In the years
ahead, I will never hold a position higher, or a covenant more sacred, than that of President of
* the United States.” But there is no title [ will wear more proudly than that of Citizen.

Y ‘ '

: rihank you. God bless you. And God bless America. -

/"
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION
THE OVAL OFFICE
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC
January 18, 2001

My fellow citizens:

Tonight, I am speaking to you from the Oval Office, for the last time as your President.

It was eight years ago, on a cold and clear day, that I stood Wat the

Capitol —,aﬁd"ﬂ’renaﬂen“&and spoke my. first words as President. That day,.in the depth of
winter, I called for a “season of American renewal ” Today, I am proud to say that the season
has turned, and the spring has come.

Mmmmnﬂmhmﬁﬁt has been

a long time since America has seen change as swift, or as sweeping. New forces have changed
forever the ways we live, work, and relate with one another. They have created a new economy
— a powerful engine fueled by ideas and information. They have empowered us as individuals
while making us more interdependent; and have put the world, quite literally, at our fingertips.

I will always consider myself blessed to have served in these challenging times. And I
will-always be grateful to you, the American people, for twice giving me the privilege to serve as
your President.. Like many of you, I feel both pride and humility that we begin this century more
united, prosperous and strong than our nation has been in a generation.

1S

In 1992, when I first ran for President, it was clear to many Americans that change was
coming. But they were not at all sure that they welcomed it. They were not at all confident they

, would have the tools or sk111s to succeed ina changlng world. Our'e'ct)‘t’lt5'my'\7v*as—&ﬂ-ﬂfrg—-eﬁf‘s~

 Sfet-

MM the American people facc% a fundamental ch01ce%one I posed -

ang/ln my First Inaugural Address. Isaid: when “powerful forces are shaking and remaklng
“our world,” the question is “whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy” —
whether we are going to shape change, or let ourselves be shaped by it. £ M W ,

Someone k&5 said the President is like the commander of a ship at sea. He must have a
helm to grasp, a course to steer, and a port to seek. Well, my mandate in 1993 — and my mission _HW
ever since — was to steer our ship of state in these great tides of change and to help all
Americans navigate the challenges of a new century.



23

- people the tools, to build a better future for themselves and their families.

For almost 3,000 days, my helm has been this desk. And on every one of those days I
have had the honor to work here, I have sought to move our country forward in a way that
advances our enduring values. Every day, [ have asked myself: will the work we do expand
opportunity for all Americans? Will it deepen our sense of personal and mutual responsibility?
Will it broaden our vision of community? All the work I’ve done as President — every decision I
have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and signed — I have
done with these things in mind.

Looking back, the toughest decisions were the ones most worth making. - From the start,
we knew that fiscal discipline would be the foundation of all our other efforts, of anything else
we wanted to achieve. Three decades of deficits was long enough. And so, for the first time in a

~ generation, we balanced the budget, turning red ink into black — and standing strong against

those who said the only way to balance the budget was to do it on the backs of the poor. Instead,
we stayed true to our values, and put America on the path to progress.

That credit goes to the American people — to their relentless drive, and their restless,
creative spirit. All that any President can hope to do is help create the conditions, and give

Of course, a strong ecdnomy shouldn’t.be the only measure of oﬁr progress. ..

[social progress; leadership in the world]

[Third Way/ role of gov’t]

[warnings: fiscal discipline, race]

" [conclusion, grace note to Bush, looking forward, thanks, role of citizen]
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION
THE OVAL OFFICE
THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON, DC
January 18, 2001

My fellow citizens:
Tonlght [ am speakmg to you from the Oval Office, for the last time as your President.

_ Fight years ago, on a cold and clear afternoon, I stood before the nation and spoke my
first words as President. That day, in the depth of winter, I called for a “‘season of American
renewal.” '

Today, I am proud to say that the season has turned, and the spring has come. .

Like you, I feel both pride and humility that America begins this century more united,
prosperous, and strong than our nation has been in a generation. It has been even longer since
America has seen change as swift, or sweeping, as we have in these eight years. New, global
forces have changed forever the ways we live, work, and relate with one another. They have
empowered us as individuals while making us more interdependent; and have put the world,
quite literally, at our fingertips. '

In 1992, when I first ran for President, it was clear to many Americans that change was
coming. But they were not at all sure that they welcomed it. They were not at all confident they
would have the tools or skills to succeed in a changing world. The American people faced a

- fundamental choice, one that I posed in my First Inaugural Address. Isaid to you then: when

“powerful forces are shaking and remaking our world,” the question is “whether we can make
change our friend and not our enemy” — whether we are going to shape change, or let ourselves
be shaped by it. : :

I posed the challenge; you rose to it. The relentless drive of the American people and
their restless, creative spirit — have created a new economy. What I have sought to do is “to help
create the conditions, and give people the tools, to build a better future for themselves and their
families. :

Someone said the President is like the commander of a ship at sea. He must have a helm
to grasp, a course to steer, and a port to seek. Well, my mandate in 1993 — .and my mission ever
“since — was to steer our ship of state in these great tides of change, and to help all Americans
navigate the challenges of a new century



For almost 3,000 days, my helm has been this desk. And on every one of those days I
have had the honor to work here, I have sought to move our country forward in a way that
advances our enduring values. To expand opportunity for all Americans. To deepen our sense
of responsibility. To broaden our vision of community. All the work I have done as President —
every decision I have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and
signed — I have done with these things in mind.

Looking back, the toughest decisions were the ones most worth making. Fromi the start,
we knew that fiscal discipline would be the foundation of all our other efforts, of anything else
we wanted to achieve. Three decades of deficits was long enough. And so, for the first time in a
generation, we balanced the budget, turning red ink into black —~ and standing strong against
those who said the only way to balance the budget was to do it on the backs of the poor. Instead,

- we stayed true to our values, and put America on the path to progress.

Of course, a strong economy shouldn’t be the only measure of our progress. ..

[social progress; leadership in the world] |

[Third Way/ role of gov’t] |

[warnings: fiscal discipline, race]

I will always consider myself blessed to have served in these challenging times. AndI
will always be grateful to you, the American people, for twice giving me the privilege to serve as

your President.

[conclusion, grace note to Bush, looking forward, thanks, role of citizen]

Yt
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION
THE OVAL OFFICE
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC
January 18, 2001

Tonight, for the last time as, President, I am speaking to you from the Oval Ofﬁce ‘
0  wao EfRF T 20102 2 S

Ican-hardly-belteve-how-nruch time as passed-sines-thet crisp, clear, w-m-te@n day, when S ‘

I stood before the crowds at the Capitol and spoke my first words as Presidentf* So much has }

changed since that day: in our own lives, and in the life of our nation. It has/been a long time.

since America has seen change as swift, or as sweeping.

' .~ Like many of you, I feel both pride and-humility that we pegiy this centy ntury re united,
prosperous, and strong than our nation has been in a generatrorjgrgh(-tﬁzgo ih the depth of
winter, I called for a ““season of American renewal.” Today, I am proud to say that the season
has turned, and the spring has comeJ

My fellow citizens:

I will always be grateful to you, the American people, for twice giving me the privilege to
serve as your President. And I will always consider myself blessed to have served in such

challenging times . '
m‘ﬁ.e LPre 92 m /

‘F—his—rs.a remarkable mome pfor-Ame ica and the 3. Mew forces have changed — ‘f’?
forever —the ways we 11ve and said, artd relate w1th one another They ave created a new erd “":‘4
@&Wﬂml, ; ' [OTTY < oI drive Agly 1%gas feu,
—a and information. They have empowered us as individuals while making us more interdependent;

and have put the world, quite literally, at our fingertips.

wz) - In 1992, when I first ran for President, many Americans saw the change coming. But-
they were not at all sure that they welcomed it. They were not at all confident they would have
the tools or skills to succeed in the global economy. [The American spirit was strong as ever, but
being stifled by low economic growth; by high deficits, interest rates, and unemployment;
and by a national debt that had quadrupled in just 12 years. -Our social fabric was fraying. And
our national leaders seemed stuck in an endless loop of old arguments over welfare the deficit,

and crime. j.}

‘Once or twice a century, the American people face a fundamental choice, one that I posed
anew in my First Inaugural Address. Isaid: when “powerful forces are shaking and remaking
our world,” the question is “whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy” —
whether we are going to shape change, or let ourselves be shaped by it.




.Someone has said the President. is like the commander of a ship at sea. He must have a
helm to grasp, a course to steer, and a port to seek. Well, my mandate in 1993 — and my mission
ever since — was to steer our ship of state in these great tides of change, and to help all
Amerlcans navigate the challenges of a new century.

For almost 3,000 days, my helm has been this desk. And on every one of those days I
have had the honor to work here, I have sought to move our country forward in a way that
advances our enduring values. Every day, I have asked myself: will the work we do expand
opportunity for all Americans? Will it deepen our sense of personal and mutual responsibility?
Will it broaden our vision of community? All the work I’ve done as President — every decision I
have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and signed — I have
done with these things in mind.

Looking back, the toughest decisions were the ones most worth making. From the start,
we knew that fiscal discipline would be the foundation of all our other efforts, of anything else
we wanted to achieve. Three decades of deficits was long enough. And so, for the first time in a-
generation, we balanced the budget, turning red ink into black — and standing strong against
those who said the only way to balance the budget was to do it on the backs of the poor. Instead,
- we stayed true to our values, and put America on the path to progress.

~ Now, I've only got a couple of days left in office, but the historians and puhdits are

already debating how much credit I get, or don't get, for all that went right with our economy.
Well, maybe I can just clear this up right now. I don't think any President can take the credit for
everything good that happens under his watch. That credit goes to the American people — to
their relentless drive, and their restless, creative spirit. All that any President can hope to do is
help create the conditions, and give people the tools, to build a better future for themselves and
their families. -

Of course, a strong econofny shouldn’t be the only measure of our progress...

[social progress; leadetship in the world]

[Third Way/ role of gov’t]

[warnings: fiscal discipline, race]

[conclusion, grace note to Bush, looking forss;ard, thanks, role of citizen]
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