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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

THE OVAL OFFICE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 18, 2001 

My fellow citizens: 

I am speaking to you tonight from the Oval Office, for the last time 
as your President. 

It was eight years ago, on a bright and clear winter's day, that I 
stood before the nation and spoke my first words as President. I said that 
we, the people, faced a fundamental choice. When powerful forces are 
remaking our world, the question is whether-we can make change our friend 
and not our enemy. Whether we would fear change or embrace it; whether we 
would shrink from our future, or face it and shape it. 

I posed the challenge; America rose to it. In the past eight years, 
working together, we have prepared our nation for the 21st Century. We 
have made this a time of American renewal. We have built a new, 
information economy. And we begin this new century more united, 
prosperous, and strong. than our nation has ever been. 

When Americans look back at these times of great change, I think we 
will all feel a sense of wonder. Technologies that didn't even exist eight 
years ago have changed how we. live, work, and relate with the world. This 
has been an age of transformation the kind that occurs perhaps once or 
twice a century. And I think Americans can say with pride that we've 
emerged even stronger; and made sure the greatest benefits have gone to the 
greater good. 

I have said that to steer our ship of state through tides of change, 
we have to stay true to our enduring values: opportunity for all, 
responsibility from all, a community of all Americans. That is our 
nation's most basic bargain. In all the work I have done as President 
every decision I have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill 
I have proposed and signed I have sought to apply these principles. 

At the start of this new century, America also needed a new kind of 
government. One that's smaller, smarter, and, above all, lives within its 
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means. We've done that. After, decades of deficits, we have put our fiscal 
house in order, balanced the budget, and set in motion a virtuous cycle. 
Today, our economy is breaking records with 22 million new jobs, the 
lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the longest economic expansion in 
American history. 

But what matters more is that the rising tide of our economy is truly 
lifting all boats, expanding opportunity for all Americans. We've restored 
hope. And most important, we have put people first again. 

I've talked a lot tonight about preparing America for the 21st 
Century. But there's one thing I haven't mentioned, and I've come to 
believe it will matter more than any other thing we can do for our country. 
I'm talking about the way we come to terms with globalization and 
redefine our nation's role in the world. 

Looking back at the last eight years, and then looking ahead, I 
believe that America's security and prosperity depend more than ever on our 
willingness to lead. This is a remarkable moment in ~b_istory ef the· 
~- More people live in freedom than ever before. Our alliances are stronger than 
ever before. People all around the world see America as a force for peace. The global 
economy_ 
is srsatin9 sewntlsss e~~ertwnitiss? giving makin9 it ~essiels fer more ofour 
QWA-people, andas well as billions around the world, the chance to work and live and 
raise their families with dignity. 

But as ewr natien 9rews mere 'di>,csrss, and the world more 
interdependent, we face a new set of challenges. The same amazing advances in 
technology that enrich life empower those who would destroy life, whether through 
terrorism, crime or the spread of deadly weapons. Tsshnele9y and trade, in 
and ef themselves, den?t end senflists amen9. natiens. In fast, they san 
srsats ns'.v enss, The incredible·growth of global trade hasn't closed the gap between 
those of us who live on the cutting edge, and the billions who live on the knife edge of 
survival, from Africa, to Asia to Latin America. The 9leeal 9a~ 9stwssn the haves and 
have nets is ' 

9rewin9; Te dismiss dset and disease and sdwsatien as ?seft? isswss is te 
9s 91ind te hard trwths, Global poverty should inspire more than our compassion. It is a 
powder keg that could be 
ignited by our indifference. 

~ems 9slisvs wWe cannot disentangle ourselves from the world, orthat we san 
shield ourselves from the forces we fear: ~!f we want the world9leeal 
ssenemy _to embody our shared values, then we must remain sn9a9sd and ':¥9 mwst 
lead rsflsst ewr 
shared rss~ensieility, If we wantte fl.! Ifill the wemiss ef this new 
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FRillgnnibiFR, w'!!:_g FRblst embrace boldly and resolutely our obligation to 
lead for freedom and for peace. To stand by our allies in word and in deed. To steer 
between uncritical engagement and untenable confrontation with our former 
adversaries. To put a human face on the global economy Tg wgrk t999thgr with 
QbiF frigngs and alli9S7.:_ And to embrace, again, the forces of change? so 
they benefit all peoples in all r:Jations, SJ3~t.~rrin9 9F9':AJ.th an~ lifting lives and hopes 
everywhere across the world. 

Again, I put the challenge to you, the American people. And I know 
you will rise to it. I am more confident than ever that our best days lie 
ahead. · 

Now, I join all Americans in wishing our next President well in 
meeting these challenges in leading freedom's march into this new 
century. I will always be grateful to you for twice giving me the 
privilege to serve as your President. Though I will miss this historic 
house, I will miss even more the work I have done here, every day, for 
the American people. 

My days in this office are nearly through; but my days of service are 
not. In the years ahead, I will never hold a position higher, or a 
covenant more sacred, than that of President of the United States. But 
there is no title I will wear more proudly than that of Citizen. 

Thank you. God bless you. And .God bless America. 
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** EYES ONLY ** 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

' . 
THE OVAL OFFICE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 18, 2001 

My fellow citizens: 

I am speaking to you tonight from the Oval Office, for the last time as your President. 

j I am grateful to you, the Amyrican people, for twice giving me the honor to serve- to 
work for you, and with you, in preparing our nation for the 21st Century: These eight years have 
been a time of transformation; and the people of this country have risen to every new challenge. 
You have made our social fabric stronger, our families healthier and safer, and our people more 
prosperous. 

You have made this an era of American renewal. 

You have done these things by staying true to our enduring values: opportunity for all;· 
responsibility from an; a community of all Americans. In all the work I have done as President­
every decision I have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and 
signed- I have sought to apply, and advance, those principles and to give the American people · : 
the tools and· skills to succeed for' themselves ~s eJtaetly mhat tlul)#Ti'5JOrw.} ~ · 

·~~ ~ ' 

These are values as old as Americ~it's up to every generation to make them matter ~~ 
anew. To achieve that in our time, we needed a new kind of government. One that's smaller and ~ 
smarter and lives within its means. After decades of deficits, we have finally put our fiscal house ¥,<vPfi., 
in order. We balanced the budget, and created the conditions for increasing gro ~ ~ 

Today, our economy is breaking records- we have more than 2 million new jobs, the 
lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the longest expansion in history. n<AI" s n 
b~ merely. that we-make 6m ee6n6m:y glOW, it's tB.at the AnH?rican people grgw tGg@~r. The 
truest test of our success is that the rising tide of our economy is lifting all boats, at all income 
levels, expanding opportunity for all Americans. That's what it means to "put people first." 

~~ 

~ 
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than ever before. Our alhances are stronger than ever before. People all around the world see 
America as a force for peace. The global economyis.giving more of our own people, and 
billions around the world, the chance to work andlive and raise their families with dignity. . 

. - -. w~'V~ 
. . But the forces of integration that have created these new opporturiities~so create a new ~. 

set of challenges: terrorism; crime; the spread of deadly weapons and disease. The expansion of .----
trade hasn't closed the gap between those ofus who live on the cutting edge of the global h.-&f-
econo_m~, and the billions aroun? the world who ~iv~ on the knife's edge _of survival. This global ~~ 
gap reqmres more than compassiOn. ,It demands actwn. Global poverty~s a owder keg that ~ 

could be ignited by our indiffi ren»~·./n~.n·tZ,i .. _17 .... . r 
- ~~~'~r . 
T~omas Jefferson, i his_First Inaugural Address, warned of"enta gling alliances." But 

in our own times, America annot- and must not- disentangle itself from the world. lfwe want 
the world to embody our sh red values, then we must assume a shared responsibility. If the wars 
of the 20th century- and the r cent wars in Kosovo and Bosnia - h ~taught us anything, it is 
that we achieve our aims by · We must embrace -boldly 
and resolutely- that duty to ead. To stand with our allies in word deed. And to put a 
human face on the global economy- so it benefits all peoples, in all nations, lifting lives and 
hopes across the world. ' . ~ C?~ A4c../ ~ ~ 

nnot lead in the world unless we weave the 

God bless you. And God bless America. 

II 

2 



( . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J:, lmf.O~ £f~~~e~~~ . 

-A-W~~~~~a.~ 
- ~~ CO€ ~ ir trz k ~.€11 ~ :t~ 
(hM-~~~~~ :_ 1

12. 

-~c;f~~~~ 
.~-fJ(/1-,e-- ~I 

rn.- WMrM_ ~ lie ~t~ 
cfr'tD24 ~ ~ ~ ~ 
('e '/ !hi-~~ !?:! ~ - r-­
~ /tJ . t'h£1Jo/rnd./! at'je,-~ 
f.u~ ':vi e_,~ {AJ2~J<d~ t 

~ (vv.:Jt:w.--~-t tt' -n, , 
--~e ~ ,·ri_M7~re~ bul-rr 
w~. 



e;t, --
; g THE WHITE HOUSE 

'f~ WASHINGTON t~ 

... 



--THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-~rrv~~ 

~~~ 
'I~ ~~~~~~ ?ce 
~~ ero a nwp;<-/-~- /{e ~ 
fAMe~~ f,~, ~ ~13€-/o 
~, ~A~ft~." 



riM' ,, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~~ E"~-~ 

~'J.€ ~£, ~~~I el-L. 



~ ~~ ----- . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

\ 

N, f'Atlaf~~ .:.A~/ 
~i~~ 



--
THE WHITE HOUSE 

M t1J r; .'#!) fh1A 
WASHINGTON 

COPY 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



I 11 . I I I i ! :I I I ; I 

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE -DATE RESTRICTION 

001. note Handwritten. [Notes on Farewell Address]. (6 pages) 01/15/2001 P5 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
Speech writing 
JeffShesol 
OA/Box Number: 24760 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Farewell Address 1/18/01 [2] 

2006-0467-F 
vzl334 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act- [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

PI National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA[ 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA[ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute J(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b( 4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
· b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(S) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

I 'I I , I I · I ' 1 
: : 1:1 1 I I I 



Draft 01/15/01 6:15pm 
JeffShesol 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

THE OVAL OFFICE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
wASHINGTON, DC A j...QJ 

January 18, 2001 ? -
My fellow citizens: 

Tonight, I am speaking to you from the Oval Office, for the last time as your President. 

It was eight years ago, on a cold and clear day, that I stood before tae erew~at the 
Capitol-~and spoke my first words as President. That day,. in the depth of 
winter, I called for a "season of American renewal." Today, I am proud to say that the season 
has turned, and the spring has come . 

.,Se mtteh has changed since then: in our own lives, and the life efonr nffi:i~t has been 
a long time since America has seen change as swift, or as sweeping. New forces have changed 
forever the ways we live, work, and relate with one another. They have created a new economy 
- a powerful engine fueled by ideas and information. They have empowered us as individuals 
while making us more interdependent; and have put the world, quite litt:rally, at our fingertips. 

I will always consider myself blessed to have served in these challenging times. And I 
will always be grateful to you, the American people, for twice giving me the privilege to serve as 
your President.. Like many of you, I feel both pride and humility that we begin this century more 
united, prosperous, and strong than our nation has been in a generation. 

In 1992, when I. first ran for President, it was clear to many Americans that change was 
.coming. But they were not at all sure that they welcomed it. They were not at all confident they 
would have the tools or skills to succeed in a changing world]_ Gar economy was ailing. Otif'S 
s<fi.al fabric was torn. And our leaders seemed stttek in an e~dless loop of old atgttme~ 
welfare, tfie defisit, and crime:-s- ~ kal p "'~to 1£<44 el . 

. ~ . . ~· Q f.f{M-
~the American people face a fundamental choice, one that I posed 

~n my First Inaugural Addfess. I said: when "poweiful forces are shaking ~d remaking 
our world," the question is "whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy"-

-

whether we are going to shape change, or let ourselves be @ped by it. . -e.. ~ {Z<.e 

Someone~ said the President is like the commander of a ship at sea. He must have a U"9'&<~.-,--~ 
helm to grasp, a course to steer, and a port to seek. Well, rriy mandate in 1993 - and my mission -\1 IJ/c;Z 

ever since - was to steer our ship of state in these great tides of change, and to help all rt,. 
Americans navigate the challenges of a new century. ~. 

1 



For almost 3,000 days, my helm has been this desk. And on every one of those days I 
have had the honor to work here, I have sought to move our country forward in a way that 
advances our enduring values. Every day, I have asked myself: will the work we do expand 
opportunity for all Americans? Will it deepen our sense of personal and mutual responsibility? 
Will it broaden our vision of community? All the work I've done as President- every decision I 
have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and signed - I have 
done with these things in mind. 

Looking back, the toughest decisions were the ones most worth making. ·From the start, 
we knew that fiscal discipline would be the foundation ofall our other efforts, of anything else 
we wanted to achieve. Three decades of deficits was long enough. And so, for the first time in a 
generation~ we balanced the budget, turning red ink into black and standing strong against 
those who said the only way to balance the budget .was to do it on the backs of the poor. Instead, 
we stayed true to our values, and put America on the path to progress. 

That credit goes to the American people- to their relentless drive, and their restless, 
creative spirit All that any President can hope to do is help create the conditions, and give 
people the tools, to build a better future for themselves and their families. · 

. . L 

Of course, a strong economy shouldn't,be the only measure of our progress ... 

[social progress; leadership in the world] 

[Third Way/ role of gov't] 

[warnings: fiscal discipline, race] 

· [conclusion, grace note to Bush, looking forward, thanks, role of citizen] 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

THE OVAL OFFICE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 18, 2001 

My fellow citizens: 

Tonight, I am speaking to you from the Oval Office, for the htst time as your President. 

Eight years ago, on a cold and clear afternoon, I stood before the nation and spoke my 
first words as President. That day, in the depth of winter, I called for a "season of American 
renewal." 

Today, I am proud to say that the season has turned, and the spring has come. 

Like you, I feel both pride and humility that America begins this century more united, 
prosperous, and strong than our nation has been in a generation. It has been even longer since 
America has seen change as swift, or sweeping, as we have in these eight years. New, global 
forces have changed forever the ways we live, work, and relate with one another. They have 
empowered us as individuals while making us more interdependent; and have put the world, 
quite literally, at our fingertips. 

In 1992, when I first rart for President, it was clear to many Americans that change was 
coming. But they were not at all sure that they welcomed it. They were not at all confident they 
would have the tools or skills to succeed in a changing world. The American people faced a 
fundamental choice, one that I posed in my First Inaugural Address. I said to you then: when 

· "powerful forces are shaking and remaking our world," the question is "whether we can make 
change our friend and not our enemy"- whether we are going to shape change, or let ourselves 
be shaped by it. 

I posed the challenge; you rose to it. The relentless drive of the American people- and 
their restless, creative spirit- have created a new economy. What I have sought to do is"tohelp 
create the conditions, and give people the tools, to build a better future for themselves and their 
families. 

Someone said the President is like the commander of a ship at sea. He must have a helm 
to grasp, a course to steer, and a port to seek. Well, my mandate in 1993 -\and my mission ever 

· since - was to steer our ship of state in these great tides of change, and to help all Americans 
navigate the challenges of a new century. 

1 
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For almost 3;000 days, my helm has been this desk. And on every one of those days I 
have had the honor to work here, I have sought to move our country forward in a way that 
advances our enduring values. To expand opportunity for all Americans. To deepen our sense 
of responsibility. To broaden our vision of community. All the work I have done as President­
every decision I have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and 
signed - I have done with these things in mind. 

Looking back, the toughest decisions were the ones most worth making. Froni the start, 
we knew that fiscal discipline would be the foundation of all our other efforts, of anything else 
we wanted to achieve. Three decades of deficits was long enough. And so, for the first time in a 
generation, we balanced the budget, turning red ink into black- and standing strong against 
those who said the only way to balance the budget was to do it on the backs of the poor. Instead, 
we stayed true to our values, and put America on the path to progress. 

Of course, a strong economy shouldn't be the only measure of our progress ... 

[social progress; leadership in the world] 

[Third Way/ role of gov't] 

[warnings: fiscal discipline, race] 

I will always consider myselfblessed to have served in these challenging times. And I 
will always be grateful to you, the Americ<;m people, for twice giving me the privilege to serve as 
your President. 

[conclusion, grace note to Bush, looking forward, thanks, role of citizen] 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

THE OVAL OFFICE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 18, 2001 

My fellow citizens: 
~ 

Tonight, for the last time as President, I am speaking to you from the Oval Office. 
· ..12.£-~ e~~Pt~~~th~ ll 

I~an haraly believe HOW ffitteh time has passed SiH68 that crisp, clear, wiHte~day, when 
I stood before the crowds at the Capitol and spoke my first words as Preside So much has 
changed since that day: in our own lives, and in the life of our nation. It ha een a lmig time 
since America has seen change as swift, or as sweeping . 

. · Like many of you, I feel both pride and·humility that w~egi t9,is ce~ryp.5>_r_e united, . 
prosperous, and strong than our nation has been in a generatim.!.J.l1:ight ~"7:'& ago~ depth of 
winter, I called for a "season of American renewal." Today, I am proud to say that the season 
has turned, and the spring has comeJ 

I will always be grateful to you, the American people, for twice giving me the privilege to 
serve as your President. And I will always consider myself blessed to have served in such 
challenging times. . · 

c:J2r(; . ~fhe~~ ~ 
. 'fl:lis ~a remarkable mome~·} merica aaa the wJ. fow forces have changed-
forever- the ways we live, and ~ relate with one another. They ve created a new~ 

et-trJ<~ · , ans o no y run · · · -:by iaeas 
-a- and information. They have empowered us as individuals while making us more interdependent; 
~ and have put the world, quite literally, at our fingertips . 

. ·~ In 1992, when I first ran for President, many Americans saw the change coming. But 
they were not at all sure that they welcomed it. They were not at all confident they would have 
the tools or skills to succeed in the global economy. -1'fh.e American spirit was strong as ever, but 
~being stifled by low economic growth; by high deficits, interest rates, and unemployment; 
and by a national debt that had quadrupled in just 12 years.· Our social fabric was fraying. And 
our natiorialleaders.seemed stuck in an endless loop of old arguments over welfare, the deficit, 
andcrime.y 

Once or twice a century, the American people face a fundamental choice, one that I posed 
anew in my First Inaugural Address. I said: when "powerful forces are shaking and remaking 
our world," the question is "whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy"­
whether we are going to shape change, or let ourselves be shaped by it. 

1 



. Someone has said the President is like the commander of a ship at sea. He must have a 
helm to grasp, a course to steer, and a port to seek. Well, my mandate in 1993 - and my mission 
ever since- was to steer our ship of state in these great tides of change, and to help all 
Americans navigate the challenges of a new century. 

For almost 3,000 days, my helm has been this desk. And on every one of those days I 
have had the honor to work here, I have sought to move our country forward in a way that 
advances our enduring values. Every day, I have asked myself: will the work we do expand 
opportunity for all Americans? Will it deepen our sense of personal and mutual responsibility? 
Will it broaden our vision of community? All the work I've done as President- every decision I 
have made, every executive action I have taken, every bill I have proposed and signed- I have. 
done with these things in mind. 

Looking back, the toughest decisions were the ones most worth making. From the start, 
we knew that fiscal discipline would be the foundation of all our other efforts, of anything else 
we wanted to achieve. Three decades of deficits was long enough. And so, for the first time in a· 
generation, we balanced the budget, turning red ink into black- and standing strong against 
those who said the only way to balance the budget was to do it on the backs of the poor. Instead, 
we stayed true to our values, and put America on the path to progress. 

Now, I've only got a couple of days left in office, but the historians and pundits are 
already debating how much credit I get, or don't get, for all that went right with our economy. 
Well, maybe I can just clear this up right now. I don't think any President can take the credit for 
everything good that happens under his watch. That credit goes to the American people - to 
their relentless drive, and their restless, creative spirit. All that any President can hope to do is 
help create the conditions, and give people the tools, to build a better future for themselves and 
their families. · · 

Of course, a strong economy shouldn't be the only measure of our progress ... 

[social progress; leadership in the world] 

[Third Way/ role of gov't] 

[warnings: fiscal discipline, race] 

[conclusion, grace note to Bush, looking fo~ard, thanks, role of citizen] 
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