FOIA Number: 2006-0467-F

* FOIA
‘MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton
Presidential Library Staff.

Collection/Record Group: Clinton Presidential Records

Subgroup/Office of Origin:  Speechwriting

Series/Staff Member: Jeff Shesol

Subseries:

OA/ID Number:
FolderID:

Folder Title:
School Construction So. Brunswick, NJ 8/23/00

Position:




Draft 98<22/00 8: 15pm' L ez

| Jeff Shesol | 8356() Ll
} PREsiDENT wiLLIAM J. CLINTON
,REM"AR'KS ON -S;CHOOI: 'CONSTRUCTION |
CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL
MONM[OUTH JUNCTION NEW JERSEY ‘
,AUgust-.2_3, 2000, | ~ 

Cops < C,/ |
‘ 60 ﬁ/’)( //f)c,{’




R NEE e L
iy Yy PRl
N .::f el atae: ‘3

%-23.60

Acknowledgments Rep Rush Holt It 1S grat1fy1ng
| _' to me _ and SO 1mportant for all of you — that thlS d1str1ct'
is finally represented in Congress by such a strong ~

champion for children and for investing in education.

Also: - Malaika [1';-za;ZA Y-ee-kah] C‘a‘rpenter‘,l‘ Crossroads

Middle Schl grod:(attending So. Brunswick HS this fall);

her,parents Nancy & Lenny énd brother Jerren; Dr.

Samuel SteWart Superintendent So.Brunswiok Sohls;‘

‘people of So. Brunsw1ck Townsh1p




I want to thank everybody for joining us to'day. With; |

the new school year only 'a‘,.cr(‘)uple of weeks aWay, I khoyv
thié is a busy time for all of you YQu know, I've alv‘vayf;v'
t'houghtr of the backf'tofééhool season as soff of a new_. .
b‘eginning:’ new bons, new séhool 'suppiies, new faces in N
the classrooms. It’s a time when a lot bf parerits stop and |
vthi'nk of the vital role that edﬁéaﬁon playé in‘t‘h'eir |

children’s lives. And it’s é good ti'mé for ournation to.ldo

the same.

Toda‘yI’d like to talk to you about the ways we must
‘prepare America’s schools nbt just for the new school
year, but for the new Qentury.' We’ve never had a gfeater |

opportunity. | |
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We re in the m1dst of the longest eeonom1e expans1on in

h1story, w1th more than 22m1ll10n new _]ObS the lowest

) vownersh1p ever’\ An&eumumbe&t—fmmr&thaﬂ
M o M3§\V&W TSy Uy

econom1c§> Amerlca S 5001a1 fabrlc 1s on the men Thls o

| 1s a t1me,,0f great p‘rospentyand evengvreate,r prennse.
o .‘The”re_"s a g'r'eat debate underway ‘—v‘novt justin -
Wa'Shington but aerQSs our country — ab(v)lUth_oW‘to“ keep
our. prosiperity. going and how best to use our h'ar,d—wo‘n |

‘ 4 o
budget surplus.

U.;\a\i | |
~deo- | th1nk we should meet Amer1ca S long term
| M\N\L \S& %e“"nm Wss&w

| =5t %

| challenges.

—eppemngyhte-pay-éewn—the-debt s-ave-%e'er&l—Seeuﬁ?y

and strengthen Med1care W1th a voluntary preser1pt1on |

| ~ drug beneﬁt. And I th1nk we should
G atCas - a
ch1ldren —Fature-by
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My for seven and a half years now, Al Gore

“ and I,have been work1ng hard to br1ngﬂdramat1o change to
our pubho sohools — by mvestmg more in them and

demandmg more from them "Fh-af&w-hy—m-arremf

ﬁsea-l-d—rs&phﬁe- we’ve nearly doubled investment m

eduoatlon and tralmgkand expanded college opportumty‘ -
more than,at_any time since theG.I.‘ Brll,. a half oent'ury

ago.

"With the help of’\/ioe President Gore 'S E-,rate_

,j program, we’l\tglgonneot@ 95 lpercent Aofour sohools to

- the -I.nternet, up from only 35 "'per‘oent five years a‘go. |
We,fre w‘orl{ing to‘turn 'around«f‘_ailing sohlololxs‘, and proV‘ide‘
after-school and sUmmer sohool .pro’grams‘ for all thekids

Who need them.



_ And we’re focused on réducing cIaSS size 1n th.e early
| grades and hiring ‘1OO’OOO,H¢W: highiy trained teachers ‘fo'r
our chilc.lren.' I’m told we have»s-ome first-time t’eache'rs n
ithe’ audience today - ‘heré.for‘their very ﬁrst dayof |
orientéti@t Will all of the ncw teachers pléése- stand?
We want to éppléud yoﬁ for choos.in‘g this important énd

prdud profession. America needs a lot more just like you. |

You’re joining a great group of teachers here. 'ButI |

- know that -ydu all wish this fac':'ility were every bit as
strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailé_rs. And across

America, I’'m hearing more and more about conditions

like Malaika and Dr. Stewart described: overcrowded

classrooms and a learning environment that’s not much

good for learning — or for teaching. -
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T-he ‘str,airi on Ameriea’s‘scheols 1S showmg as our -
student pepulatioﬁ 1s growi'rig.A Earlier this \'?veelli,v we
 learned that during~this.,academieyear',moreﬁ than 53 | S
.'milnlien. students will fil .'Anilgefi.ea’s‘ schools Y"_— the highest
number in 'hist(_)r}‘/.' We call this phenomenon the f‘Baby, ',
B()om,.eeh()l’”" - and it’é shétter.tng enfollftlertt records for
the ﬁfth year,,turining. Today', I;m releasinga report by |
‘ the Department (‘S;V'f Educatiqrithat shoWs thztt New J ersey_ . Al
1s faeing' its highestenrollrrtent in'20 years. »If yOuhati a
'statewide roll call _He'fein New Jersey, it ,.wo:uldgl‘i‘st‘l 3
mitlitﬁn names this year %a 20 percent be,est during the
la_s_t decac’le. Over thetriext .tert yeats, the growth 1nthls
) state’vs high “sehoel population will but ‘it 1n the' top tenin

the nation.’




‘69,73 OO

' This report 1S further ev1dence that Amerlca must act
n_o'w_—— becau'se ‘we can’t expect our students to reach hi,gh{‘ |
. stahdards v\f.vhen'their scho}ol .btlil'c‘lings'are substandard.
.' We ought to be bailding new schoo'le and ﬁxihg old ones |
- 1n order to red'tlce_class ,e,ize -and _give all eur ehi_ldren the
- “education they deserve. That is why ’ve pro‘p‘osedl new
tax ereditsto help communities .ac'r'o'ss Amer‘iea te build
or .modemizev6,000 schools. As part of my balahced |
| "budget, I-Ahave algso pteposed to give grants an_d loan'sto

- 5‘,000 échocilsf‘»fo‘f the eme‘rgency) repairs uthey ‘s’o" |
desperatel'y'need o | & R o
(XN t\.x

W%gww “«W g ww@‘@ |

Reps Charhe angel and Nancy J ohnson have

proposed leg1slat10n to do exactly that



It has strong, bipartisan sup'port‘in the House; and that’s

due in’ﬁno_ small part to the teachers and thc'buildihg and |

“construction trades who have réally-stood behind it.

Those ofyou who are here IOd?ly, [ thank you.

A bipartisan majority is ready to pass that bill; but the

" House leaderéhip, unfortunately, is trying to pré-vént a

vote on school construction — to put it off another year, -
and probably another year after that. Now, eV'efy year the

Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go

- to class in trailers like those over there. Every year the

Coﬁgress sits on this bill 1s another year that students

across America will sit in crowded classrooms, in

crumbling schools. Well', I think ou'rvk‘ids deserve better.

‘"They’re our future and they deserve better.
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“School is just about back i‘ri'_sessi()n, and so is -

Cor_igrcs‘é; For tthosfe_lof -us' 1n ele:cted Afﬁée, thefe’s 'stvill ,.
' time to ﬁniéhv lthe assigiriment_s the Ar‘nefican“people havé :
»' glven us If you hear ‘.a“n‘y'pr‘le sayin’gthat'thcre’s' just ﬁ'o'_
| itirkn'ev left to éé’t anyfhiﬁg dd@c’,that this is én e’l¢ction~.year,

~Thope y('):'u"llffremind them that this is also a SA'ChOO'l year; - N

~and there’s plenty of tim¢ left to invest in a world-class e
education for our children. Congress should not go hbmew
| untivl‘ it invests in ﬁxmg old s_‘c'hoo'l's and building new o

- ones.




1 al"sO"'caH on Congress to invest in proven strategies |

thét boos»t'_,ach-ive\(eme’nt:' "small_er[ .classelsi and highly
| ‘trainedl, fééchefs; and fe_so‘urcés to tufn érduﬁd failing |
sc'vho.ols énd expa'nd{l,eamvihg. ‘(I)pport'unit_ies ‘lirke after-
school and summer school. In addition, Congress should -
act to exband g_.oll'egel opp'orfu.ni-ty bylpassiyng ou r middle-

| class _ta'.x, crédit for college tuition. At this time (')‘f

prospérity., we have no greaterresp‘onsibility than 't(‘)'

o prepare»,our children for»thit"s he_w centur_—y.‘; So let’s get»‘

| .back to Work By building stroﬁgef schools, we buiid a

' stronger nation.” Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Please be seated, everybody. We all appreciated the standing
ovation, but you're about to get tired. (Laughter.) | am so glad to be here. Let me say, first of all, |
thought Malaika Carpenter gave a terrific talk, didn't you? (Applause.) | understand her parents, Nancy
and Lenny, and her brother Jerren are here. Where are they? Stand up there. (Applause.) You did well.

I'd like to thank Dr. Stewart for welcoming us here, and Dr. Warfel, the principal here. I'd also like
to say a special word of appreciation for this terrific band. Weren't they great, this jazz band? (Applause.)
| mean, they played "Hail To The Chief,” and "On Broadway,” and "Caravan," and lots of other things, and
they did it very, very well. There aren't many middle school bands in America that are that good, | can tell
you And you should be very proud of them. They're really good. (Applause.)

And I'd Ilke to thank the other students that met with me just a few moments ago. And I'd like to
say a special word of appreciation to your Representative in Congress, Rush Holt, who is here with me.
(Applause.) Since I'm at a school, | can say this -- Rush was a university professor for about a decade,
an educator, a trained physicist. When he got elected, we all used to kid him that he knew entirely too
much to be a politician. We thought it would be a terrible burden. But | can tell you, from my point of view .
as someone who has worked for eight years to improve the quality and.the availability of opportunity in
education, it has been a real joy to have someone like him with the depth of commitment to education that
he has demonstrated these last two years. It's been wonderful. (Applause.).



Well, we're about to go back to school And I've always thought of back to school time as sort of
a new beginning. It certainly is for the students and the teachers -- new students, new books new school

“supplies, new faces in the classroom, a time when a lot of parents stop and think again about the role of

education in their own children's lives and what they hope will be their children's future. | think it's a good
time for our country to do the same. So today, I'd like to talk a little bit about what we can do to prepare
our schools and our children not just for the new school year, but for the new economy of the 21st
century

We are very fortunate in America today to be living in the longest economic expansion in our
history, to have 22 million new jobs and the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years and the highest -
homeownership ever, a 25-year low in the crime rate, a 35-year low in the welfare rolls, with incomes
going up and poverty going down. The great -- (applause) -- thank you. The great debate that | hope our
country will have not only in this election year, but in the remaining weeks of this session of Congress is
what are we going to do with this good fortune.

You know, the»parentshere in the audience can empathize with this. One of the things you learn
when you live long enough is that sometimes you make mistakes not because times are so tough, but
because they're good, and you kind of break your concentration and you let moments pass by. And
anybody that lives over 30 years can think of some time in-his or her life when you made a mistake like
that.

So this is a very important time for our country. What are we going to do with this good fortune,
unprecedented in our whole history? | hope that we will use this time to dream about the future we want
for our children and to literally make a list of what we have to do to achieve it. | hope we'li use this time to
pay down our debt and get this country out of debt for the first time since 18385, to keep interest rates
lower and keep the economy going. | think that's a good thing to do. (Applause.)

| hope we'll use th|s opportunity to create incentives for people to invest in the poor areas that still
aren't participating in our recovery. Here in New Jersey, you might find it hard to believe, but there are -
several Indian reservations in America where the unemployment rate is still over 50 percent, even though
the natlonal rate is 4; and inner city areas and small rural towns. So | hope we'll do that.

I hope we will take this opportunity when we have some money to lengthen the life of Social
Security and Medicare -- take it out beyond the baby boom generation so that when those of us who are
baby boomers retire, we don't bankrupt our kids and their ability to raise our grandchildren, because they
shouldn't be prejudiced by the fact that time has taken us into our later years. | hope we'll use this time to.
provide some needed health care advances, including prescription drug benefits for seniors on Medicare. '
(Applause.)

But there is nothing' more |rhportant for us to do if we want to use this moment to build a future of
our dreams for our kids than to make ‘sure all of our children get a 21st century education. And that
requires both investment and standards in accountablllty

It requires us to invest more and demand more. It requires us to do what Vice President Gore
and | have been trying to do for eight years now. We have doubled our investment in education and
training. We've expanded college opportunity by more than any time since the G.I. Bill 50 years ago with
the student loan program improvements, and saved $8 billion for our kids with the HOPE scholarship,
which gives every family a $1,500 tax credit on the cost of college tuition -- just about covers community
college, makes it free in most states in the country. And we're now trying to get the Congress to allow
taxpayers to deduct the cost of college tuition up to $10,000 from their tax bill, which will be worth $2,800
ayearin lower taxes for families with kids in college. (Applause )

" With the help of the e-rate program, which the Vice President pioneered through Congresé, we



have worked with schools to connect 95 percent of our schools to the Internet. That's up from only. 35
percent five years ago when we started. (Applause.) We're also working to help turn around failing

schools with after-school and summer school programs and mentoring programs. | was in a school in _
New York the other day, an elementary school where, two years ago, 80 percent of the kids were reading
below grade level and doing math below grade level. Today, two years later, 74 percent of the kids are at - -
or above grade level in both reading and math. These schools can be turned around. The teachers can

do the job. We've got to give them the support that they need to succeed, and we can do it. (Applause.)

We're working'hard to put 100,000 more teachers in the early grades to have smaller classes
because of all the research that shows how important.that is. And I know that with all these kids coming
into this school district, filling these trailers -- now you've had to hire a lot of new teachers. And |
understand that you've got some of your first-time teachers here, Mr. Superintendent, for their first day of
orientation. So I'd like to ask all the new teachers, stand and be recognized. Where are the new teachers
in this district? Raise your hands back there. Give them a hand. Thank you very much. (Applause.)

| want to thank you for choosing a proud and challenging profession. When you made a decision
to become a teacher, you knew you would ever become wealthy -- (laughter) -- but you will be in the most
important way of all because of what you're going to do for the children of this country and this community.
And | thank you for that. (Applause.)

Now, that brings me down to what we're here about, what | think is a very important part of our
long-term commitment to our children. All over America our faculties are better than our facilities -- nice
ring, don't you think? (Laughter.) Why is that? Because we now have the largest student population in

“history, what's called the baby boom echo -- 53 million echoes in our schools -- shattering enroliment

records for five years running. That's right, for the last five years, it's the first time since the baby boomers
in school that we have a group of kids in our schools bigger than the baby boom generation.

Today, I'm releasing a report from the Department of Education-showing that New Jersey has its
highest enroliment in 20 years. If you had a statewide roll call, 1.3 million students would answer. That's
a 20-percent increase in the last 10 years alone. | understand in this school district the increase has been
more like 90 percent in the last 10 years. .

Now, what's the problem? The problem is that you've-got all these kids who are going into
schools that were never built for this many kids. You have them in small towns -- | was in a little town
called Jupiter, Florida, a couple of years ago where there were 12 trailers out behind the school, a
community much smaller than this one. You have the suburban areas that are swollen up. |1 was in a
community in Queens the other day where the same thing was true -- where there were 400 more children
in a school than the school was built for.

So you've got the problem of the trailers, and then you've got the problem in our cities of so many
old school buildings that either can't be or haven't been modernized, so that you've got whole floors in
some of these schools that are shut down, even though the schools are filled to the gills, because the
schools cannot afford the cost of modernizing these old buildings. '

Philadelphia, the average school building is 65 years old; New Orleans, 68.years old. New York

' City, schools still being heated in the winter by coal-burning furnaces. So you have these two big

problems. And I believe the federal government has a responsibility to help the states and the local
school districts deal with it. And | believe that -- this is the important thing, and you all have to think about
this, whether you're Democrats, Republicans, or independents, because it is a new thing. This is virtually
unprecedented except for a temporary amount of help the government gave to school districts after World -
War 1l for the baby boom generation. - :

So the leaders of the majority party in the Congress in Washington say that we shouldn't do this
because the federal government has never been in the business of school building. In some states the



states don't help school building, it's all local. | think we should do it for the following reasons -- and | want
you talk to your friends and neighbors about it, because you're living with it here.

Number one, education is the constitutional responsibility of the states, and the operational -
responsibility of the localities, but it is a national priority, and it must be. (Applause.)

‘Number two we've got some money now and a lot of states and localities don't, and there's no
better way to spend it than by investing in our children's future. (Applause ) :

Number three, there are real practical problems with saying that this school district here should
solve this whole problem. And you know what they are. Even though we've got the largest number of
. school children in our history, the actual percentage of property owners who have kids in the schools is
slightly smaller than it has been at its largest time -- first. A lot of you nodding your head, you know this.
Secondly, there are a lot of states like New Jersey, New York, and many others which already rely very
heavily on the property tax to finance their schools and there's just a limit to how b|g it can be.

And | don't think we ought to let, in this sense, ph|Iosophy get in the way of practicality here. I m
not proposing to take over theschools I'm not proposing to do anything except to have legislation that
will give tax credits to communities to help them build or drastically modernize 6,000 schools, by lowering
the property tax burden on you to do what you ‘re going to do anyway That's what | want to do.
(Applause.) :

And, by the way, our bill would also provide grants and loans to repair another 5,000 schools a
year, every year, for five years, to help with a lot of these problems with the old school buildings that need
to be upgraded. '

Now, | hope that you will talk to your friends and neighbors about this. -Now, Congressman Holt is
already a cosponsor of the legislation by Representative Rangle of New York and Nancy Johnson of
Connecticut, a Democrat and a Republican. As | said, we have a bipartisan majority in the House for this,
~ thanks in no small measure to the work of the teachers and the members of the Building and Construction
Trades Union who are here today. And | thank them, the teachers and the Building and Construction
people for what they've done. (Applause.) 1think if we can get the bill up in the Senate we'd have a
bipartisan majority there. . :

But, again, there is this debate, should the federal government be involved in this. Now, the
Congress is coming back. We've got almost all the major budget work still to be done. We'll be there a
month, maybe five weeks, six weeks. We debated this for two years now. Nobody's in the dark about
"~ how it works. It's just a question of whether we can get over this philosophical objection that the federal
government's never done it before.

And all | can tell you is, | was there looking at these wonderful children behind me, talking to me in
their school, and these two young teachers, full of enthusiasm, thinking that all the good they're doing and
all the practical arguments for not putting them in a decent classroom just evaporated. There just are
none. So, if people ask you why this is a big deal, first, you can cite what's going on in your school
district.

And then they say, but the federal government's not doing this anymore -- is this setting a
dangerous example. . Remember, all we're proposing to do is spend some of the surplus to provide tax
credits to lower the cost to local school districts and to states where they do.this, of building these
faoilities, so that it eases the property tax burden and makes it easier to do that. ’

And we're proposing to give direct loans and grants to repair another 5,000 schools a year for five
years where there's a building that's not fully usable. And the need is enormous. It is national. And these
children's education is a national priority. ‘



Look -- all over America today, the schools are working better. Reading scores are up, math
scores are up. | was in a school in Kentucky the other day that four years ago was one of the worst
schools in the state, where -- listen to this, this is what they did in three years -- over half the kids were on
student lunches. Three'years ago, 12 percent of the kids were reading at or above grade level. Today,
-almost 60 percent. Three years.ago, five percent of the kids were domg math at or above grade level -
today, 70 percent.

Three years ago, not a single kid in that elementary school was doing scienée at or above grade -
level. Today, nearly two-thirds. This is happening all over America. The schools are working better. We
actually have learned a lot in the last 15 years about how to increase student performance -- the teachers,
the principals -- it's breathtaking what's going on.

College enroliment's at an all-time high. But sooner-or later, we're going to pay price after price
after price, just like Malaika said, in describing this in very human terms -- we say, our children are the
most important things in the world to us, but we don't really care if they've got a decent place to go to
school. We really want all these young people, like those enthusiastic young teachers that waved their
hands back there, to go into teaching, but we don't care if they have a lousy place to go to work. '

Now, sooner or léter, we have to deal with this. This is not consistent. If we care about it, we
need to put it beyond politics and put our children first and get this done. So I'd like to ask you for your
help. | need yourhelp. (Applause.) Talk to your friends and neighbors who don't live here, who don't live
in this congressional. district. Tell them it is not a political issue, it's about the children.

Thank you and God bless you. (Apblause;)

END  1:51P.M. EDT
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I want to thank everybody for j oining' us:today. With

~ the new sch(.)(l)lnyear only a couple of weeks away, I know
 this is a busy tﬁné foir'uall of you You l%noW, I’ve always |

tﬁought of the baCk—tdfschooi éeaébn as sort of a new

beginning:'» new books, -hew school supplies, new faces in -

the claséfodms.- It’s a time when a lot éf parents stop aﬁd'

- think of thé vital role that eduéation plays in their

| c;hil'dren"s lives. And it’é a gbdd timé_fo_r our nation to do

the same.

Today I’'d like td talk to you about the ways we must
prepare America’s schools not just for the new school

~year, but for the new century. We’ve never had a greater

- opportunity.




 We’re in the midst of the longest economic expansion in

history; with mlere than 22 rn:ilvlion new jobs, the lowest
anemployment in 3'0. year’sv‘,»- and thelhighesthenae
_ownership e\rer; And our s'uecess'is about far rrlore than |
economics:‘ America’s social 'fabric is-orl;the mend. ThlS
is a t1me of great prosiaerlty and even greater premlse
There’s a great debate underway “ not Just in
'Wash-mgton but ac_ross our eountry f;_about -'hovy to keep
oar.pro'sp.erit.y geing and hd‘w best‘to_ use. our‘ hard-won
~ budget sarplus-.-f Let me tell you What«‘I‘ think _We' should
| do. I thlnk we should meet America’s long-term -
vc'hallenge‘s. 1 thrnk "We should seize this once-in-a-lifetime
opperturrity, to pay dewn the debt-, ._saye Social Security, |
and strengthen Medieare with a Veiurrtary prescription
drug beneﬁt.' .’And I thirlk we should invest in our
~ children’s future by 'investinvg» in educatie_rl.
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That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore -

and I have‘been working hard to nring dramatié changé to
our public schqols — by investing more in them and
demanding more from them. That’s why, in an era of
fiscal discipline, we’ve nearly doubled inveﬂstment 1n
educeition and training, and expanded college opportunity
more thein at any time sincé ithe GI Bill, a half sentury |

ago.

* With the help of Vice Presicien'i Gore’s E-rate
program, we’ve connected 95 psrsént of our schools to
the Internet, up from bnly 35,perCént five years ago. I

| We’re working to. turn arbund failing schools, and provide
B after—schqol and summer school programs for all the kids o

who need them.



And we’re focused on reducing class size in the early

grades and hiring lO0,000 -ﬁew, highly trained teach.ers fer

our chﬂdren. I’'m todld we have some ﬁret4time teachers n

the audience today — here for their very ﬁrsf day ef R o
‘orientatior.l. Will éll of the new teaehers please sténd?” :

‘We want to applaud you for choesing this important and

proud profession. America needs a lot mdre just like you.

-
|

You’re joining a great group of teachers here. But I

know that you all wish this facility were every bit as
strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailers. - And across

America, I’m hearing more and more about conditions

like Malaika and Dr. Stewart described: .overcrowded-

“classrooms and a learning environment that’s not much

“good for learning — or for teaching. =
S |



- The strain on America’s schools is showing as our

student population is 'growing. Earlier this week, we

learned that during this academic year, more than 53

million students will fill America’s schools - the highest

number in history. We: call this phenomenon the “Baby
Boom esho”' _and it’s shaftering enrollment records for
the fifth year ruhning. | Today, I'."m releasing'a réport by
the Department of Education that shows that New Jersey
is facing its highest .entroly‘lment ih 20 years. If you had a
statewide roll call here in New ] ersey, it would list 1.3
million names this year - a 20 percent boOsf during the ‘
last decade. Over the next ten yéars_, the growth in this

state’s high school population will put it in the top ten in

‘the nation. -



| This report is further_/evidence that America must
act now - because we cah’t expect our students to reéch |
high standards When their ‘sc‘ho'olvbuildings are
| substandard. We ought to be building néw schools an_d
fixing old ones - in-order to r_educ.e class size and give
all our children the edilcationthey deser{/e .. That is why
I’ve proposed new tax credité to heip communities aéross
America té buildor modernize 6,000 schoolvs. As. part
of my balanced budget, I have_ also proposed to give
grants and loans to S,OOO séhbols fovr the e.m'erge'ncy |

repairs they so desperately need.

Reps. Charlie Rangel and Nancy Johnson have

proposed legislation to do exactly ‘that. I want you tov

know that Rep. Holt is a co-sponsor of that bill.

7



~ It has strong, bipartisan support in the House; and that’s

due in no small part to thé teachérs and the building and
construction trades who have réally stood behind it.

Those of you who are here today, I thank you.

| A bipartisan maj ority»is Vready to pass that biil; but the
~ House leadership, linfortunatéiy, 1S frying to pievent a
- vote on school cnnstruction - to put iigt nff annthei year,
“and pr(z)ti)abl'}'/ ani).theﬂr_ yeér after that;v NQW, ‘veivery yearithe
C‘ong‘r»ve.ssl stalls is ano.thgrr‘ yéar that ihese ikids‘ naviel to go
to 'c'la-s_s in irailers liké tho,se over t.her.e.. Every year the
o Congress sits on?this bill is another year that students
acirIOSi.s Amériba will sit in cfowded clasvsf_roo.m"s,. in
Crumbling ls_chools}. Well,I ‘t-hink"ou_'r.kids deserve better. .

They’re our future and,theyl deserve better.



School is juSt aboutback in session, and so 1s
Congress. For those of us in elected office, there’s still
time to finish the assighment_s_t‘h‘e‘ American people have -

given us. If you hear anyone .saying that there’s just no

 time left to get"anything done, that this is an’electionf year,

I hope you’ll remind,them-that this is’élso a school year;
and the‘re’s plenty of time left to invest in a ‘World-ciass

education for our children. .Congress.“shouldnot go‘hOme |
until it ihVesfs in ﬁxing old'sch_o()ls and building new

ones.



I also _call{on Congress to invest 1n proven strategies |
that boost achievement: smaller classes l‘and highly
trained teacihefs; and resources to turn_arouvnd failing
schools anci cxpand learning opportunities like after-
school .and summer schi)ol. In addition, Congress should
act to 'expand College dpportunity by 'passing_our middle-
class tax credit fdr colle‘ge.ltuition. At thisi‘ time of
prosperity, we have no gieatei responsibility than to
| prepére our children_for this new century. Sollet’s get
back to work. By buildihg stronger sc_hbols, we build a .

stronger nation. Thank you.

10



Draft 08/22/00 8:15pm .
Jeff Shesol

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS ON SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION |
CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL
. MONMOUTH JUNCTION, NEW JERSEY
August 23, 2000

Acknowledgments: Rep. Rush Holt. It is gratifying to me — and so important for all of
you — that this district is finally represented in Congress by such a strong champion for children
and for investing in education. Also: Malaika [ma-LAY-ee-kah] Carpenter, Crossroads Middle
Schl grad (attending So. Brunswick HS this fall); her parents Nancy & Lenny and brother Jerren;
Dr. Samuel Stewart, Superintendent, So. Brunswick Schls; people of So. Brunswick Township.

I want to thank everybody for joining us today. With the new school year only a couple
of weeks away, T know this is a busy time for all of you. You know, I’ve always thought of the
- back-to-school season as sort of a new beginning: new books, new school supplies, new faces in
the classrooms. It’s-a time when a lot of parents stop and think of the vital role that education
plays in their children’s lives. And it’s a good time for our nation to do the same.

Today I'd like to talk to you about the ways we must prepare America’s schools not just
for the new school year, but for the new century. We’ve never had a greater opportunity. We’re
in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history, with more than 22 million new jobs,
the lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the highest home ownership ever. And our success is
about far more than economics: America’s somal fabric is on the mend. This i isa time of great
prosperity and even greater promise.

There’s a great debate underway — not just in Washington but across our country — about
how to keep our prosperity going and how best to use our hard-won budget surplus. Let me tell
you what I think we should do. I think we should meet America’s long-term challenges. I think -
we should seize this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to pay down the debt, save Social Security, -
and strengthen Medicare with a voluntary prescnptlon drug beneﬁt And I think we should
invest in our children’s future by investing in education.

That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore and I have been working hard to
bring dramatic change to our public schools — by investing more in them and demanding more
from them. That’s why, in an era of fiscal discipline, we’ve nearly doubled investment in
education and training, and expanded college opportunity more than at any time since the G.I.-
Bill, a half century ago.

With the help of Vice President Gore’s E-rate program, we’ve connected 95 percent of
our schools to the Internet, up from only 35 percent five years ago. We’re working to turn
around failing schools, and provide after-school and summer school programs for all the kids
who need them. And we’re focused on reducing class size in the early grades and hiring 100,000
new, highly trained teachers for our children. I’'m told we have some first-time teachers in the



audience today — here for their very first day of orientation. Will'all of the new teachers please
stand? ‘We want to applaud you for choos1ng this important and proud profession. Amerlca :
- needs a lot more just like you '

You’re joining a great group of teachers here But I know that you all w1sh this facility
were every bit as strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailers. And across America, I’'m hearing
more and more about conditions like Malaika and Dr. Stewart described: overcrowded

~ classrooms and a learmng environment that’s not much good for learning — or for teach1ng.

D opulat1on is grow1ng "Foda%""

than 53 mllllon students w1ll ﬁll Amerlca s schools —the h1ghest number in h1story We call this

phenomenon the “Baby Boom echo” — and it’s shattering enrollment records for the fifth year

running. If you had a statewide roll call here in New Jersey, it would list 1.3 million names — a

20 percefit boost during the last decadep and-t-he—lnghcst‘tmoﬂmcnt—m%@—yeaf Over the next

decade, he growth in New Jersey’s high school populatlon will put 1t in the top ten in the nation. -
STy L g g 2 Desttd) hunt st Pt NI o woryr

This report is further evidence that America must act now — because we can’t expect our ﬁ“‘“‘? "

students to reach high standards when their school bu11d1ngs are substandard. We oughttobe %

building new schools and fixing old ones — in order-ic educe class size and give all our children & agee 2

the educat1on they deserve. That is » ve proposed t0 help communities like this one across ‘jeMd

——

The strain on Amerlca s schools is. show1ng as our student

proposed and loans to 5 OOO schools for the emergency repa1rs they so desperately
need. : ' :

Reps. Charlie Rangel and Nancy Johnson have proposed legislation to do exactly that. I
want you to know that Rep. Holt is a co-sponsor of that bill. It has strong, bipartisan support in
the House; and that’s due in no small part to the teachers and the building and construction trades
‘who have really stood behind it. Those of you who are here today, I thank you.

* A bipartisan majority is ready to pass that bill; but the House leadership, unfortunately, is
trying to prevent a vote on school construction — to put it off another year, and probably another
year after that. Now, every year the Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go to
class in trailers like those over there. Every year the Congress sits on this bill is another year that
students across America will sit in crowded classrooms in crumbling schools Well, I think our

kids deserve better. They’re our future and they deserve better.

“School is just about-back in session, and so is Congress. For those of us in elected office,
there’s still time to finish the assignments the American people have given us. If you hear
anyone saying that there’s just no time left to get anything done, that this is an election year, I
hope you’ll remind them that this is also a school year; and there’s plenty of time left to invest in’
a world-class education for our children. Congress should not go home unt11 it invests in ﬁxmg
old schools and bu11d1ng new ones. :

I also call on Congress to invest in proven strategies that boost achievement: smaller
classes and highly trained teachers; and resources to turn around failing schools and expand



learning opportunities like after-school and summer school. In addition, Congress should act to
expand college opportunity by passing our middle-class tax credit for college tuition. At this
time of prosperity, we have no greater responsibility than to, prepare our children for this new
century. So let’s get back to work By building stronger schools, we build a stronger nation.
Thank you.
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{f James R. Kvaal ST
7 08/21/2000 02:05:52 PM S

Record Type:  Record

" To: Jeffrey A. Sheso/WHO/EOP@EOP
cc: . .

Subject: Well,

this is the draft analysis to be released by the Education- Dept they are adding more NJ-specific
numbers, and-I'm trying to get a reliable count of portables enroliment growth, etc. in S Brunswick so | will
" get those to you.

ForWarded by James R. Kvaal/OPD/EOP on 08/21/2000 02:05 PM

"Gist, Deborah” <Deborah_Gist@ed.gov>
08/18/2000 05:07:39-PM. . ~

Recordy Type:  Record

To: James R. Kvaal/OPD/EOP

cc. -
Subject: Well,

here is what | have for now.- There are a few issues to resolve. For

example, I'm using the data from the NCES report here. The numbers |
received from the NJDOE do not match NCES' s.. Tom explained why that might
have happened. Also, haven't heard back front the NJEA Iady, but | haven't
“included the teacher stuff yet anyway. -

Call me.

d

<<The Baby Boom Echo.Contihués NJ.doc>>

- The Béby Boom. Echo Cpntinues NJ.doc



- - GROWING PAINS
The Challenge of Overcrowded Schools Is Here to Stay

| . ) T

NewJ erscy Repor”

“Instead of building schools for 1950, let’s build schools for 2050. Schools
designed with the community and for the community. Schools that reflect a
dedication to excellence and innovation; and schools that are open to '
Americans of all ages; that reaffirm the democratic splrlt of our great
country in this new era of lifelong learning.” :

Richard W. Riley
U.S. Secretary of Education
July 12,2000

" The next decade will usher in the beginnings of a steady and significant increase in the
number of school-age children in the United States during the 21* Century. By the year.

2100, our public and private institutions, from pre-kindergarten through college, will
accommodate an estimated 94 million American children and young adults—an increase of
more than 42 million than the current school population. These coming generations of
children will require many more public resources, including a major investment in the
construction, modernization and renovation of school facilities, many of which are already
.overcrowded and in disrepair. : o '

=h1s;»September»~53 STIONT %
condary‘schools in the i United"

1sza1ready well underwa

,”Indeedﬁ;the&populatlomgrewth~

Tedu edu&:ﬁtlon w111 grow—to an estimated.53.5 niillion’ el grades K-1277%




Dramatic Increases in Student Enrollment

o U. S‘ public and brivate elementary school enrollment continues to rise, from 52.8 million
students in 1999 to 53.0 million in 2000.

e Public and private elementary school enrollment will rise by 4.2 m11110n students

’?Student‘fenrollment qirNew-Jersey. 137060 is.expected to- mcrease fo- 1.3 million—=the highest™
’ i enrollment for about 30 years=;

The Echo Comes of Age

The children entering school in the coming decade are direct descendents of the Baby- -
Boom Echo—the expanding birth rate begun in 1977 when millions of young adults born
in between 1948 and 1975 had children themselves. In other words, they aregthez
ggrand eniofyth Baby-Boomersysthose born during a surge in the number of births -
after World War II~—as well"”"ﬂt ldren oﬁthe mcreasmg number of fam-l-hes« s
flmmlgratmg torthie Umted States'i n the last 20 yearS** ' . T

Unlike the decline in the post-baby boom era, when births dropped down to 3.1 million in
the early 1970s, the number of births in the post-baby boom echo era is expected to remain
fairly stable at nearly 4 million for about a decade. Long-range projections by the U.S.
Bureau of the Census indicate a rising number of births thereafter, from 4.2 million in 2010
to 4.8 million in 2028. This dramatic increase in the number of births is being considered
“The Millenni-boom.” See Figure 1.
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Rise in the Number of School-Age Children

The consequences of this population crescendo will not immediately overwhelm the
education system. In fact enrollment in elementary and secondary schools will briefly

| stabilize between 2005 and 2010 before beginning to rise again for the remainder of the

| : century. Unlike the 20th century, when enrollment rose and dipped repeatedly, growth in

| ~ the 21% century will be constant. Between 2010 and 2020, the number of school-age

| children 5 to 17 years olc’l‘ will increase by 6 percent. In 2020, about 55 million children

| will be enrolled in our nation’s schools and will rise to 60 million by 2030. By 2100, the

| ‘ _pattern of steady increases is expected to result in a total of 94 million school-age chlldren

| reﬂectmg an 82 percent increase from 2000. See Figure 2.

During the next ten years this stable growth trend will affect every sector of the -

country—including New Jersey. sRublic; -ho \ llnlentfln—New J Jersey: Wlll‘lncrease
Rl fronmEmillisrsiidents in 1990 to 1.3 million students in2000.7z
{/\( R The increases in student enrollment i in New Jersey are among'the?veryahlghest‘nn thew 3>
| NoFthéastern ‘Wnifed Statés® In grades 9 to 12, student enrollment has increased 11 p percent
from 306, 000 in 1990 to 339,000 in 2000 and is expected to increase to 381,000 in 2005.

: nfthe hst ofq’qthe to’p7t6ﬁ?§tates withithetlargest: puw
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Meeting the Challenges~ for the Coniing Century

As the United States embraces the new generations and new arrivals to our schools, we
must be prepared to be able to provide a quality education to all students. The challenges
are great: overcrowded classrooms, a shortage of teachers, aging and unsafe schools. But
- we know how to overcome these challenges and ensure that America’s schools will
provide a world-class education and give the next generation the opportunities it deserves.

To help communities nationwide modernize their schools, President Clinton has called on
Congress to pass his school construction proposals: $25 billion in School Modernization
Bonds and $6.5 billion in Urgent School Renovation Loans and Grants.

$25 BILLION IN SCHOOL MODERNIZATION BONDS. In the U.S. House of
Representatives, Reps. Charles Rangel (D-NY) and Nancy Johnson (R-CT) introduced
bipartisan legislation (H.R. 4094) based on the president’s proposal: In the Senate, Sen.
Charles Robb has introduced a similar bill. The Johnson-Rangel America’s Better
Classrooms Act now has 226 cosponsors—more than half the members of the U.S. House
of Representatives. The proposal would create $24.8 billion in school construction bonds
. that would be interest-free for school districts and would help modernize 6,000 schools
nationwide.

- How School Modernization Bonds Work. Bondholders would receive federal tax credits
rather than interest payments from school districts, allowing districts to borrow
interest-free .money for school construction. A similar mechanism has been used
successfully for Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs). Districts could use these
15-year bonds to modernize existing schools as well as build new ones. The proposal

~would cost $2.4 billion over five years. The bill’s innovative financing mechanism is a
cost-effective approach to leveraging local construction that avoids a new bureaucracy.
All decisions regarding which schools to build or repair would be left to states and

“local school districts. : :

e How Bonds Would Be Allocated. Of the $24.8 billion in school construction bonding
* authority: $2.4 billion would be allocated to expand the existing Qualified Zone
Academy Bonds program, $400 million to Bureau of Indian Affairs schools, $13.2
billion to states based on enrollment, and $8.8 billion to the 125 school districts with
the largest number of low-income children. :

$6.5 BILLION IN LOANS AND GRANTS FOR URGENT REPAIRS. President .

Clinton proposed a $1.3 billion initiative to make $6.5 billion in grants and interest-free
loans for emergency repairs at 5,000 schools a year. Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Rep.
William Clay (D-MO) have introduced urgent school repair legislation.

e A Five-Year Effort to Help 25,000 Schools. Over five years, the initiative would help
25,000 schools—more than one-fourth of all schools—repair roofs, heating and cooling
systems, and electrical wiring. These repairs can help make schools safer and more
energy efficient, as well as improve access to technology.



e Targets Funds to Meet Need. Of the $1.3 billion'in renovation funds

- $125 million in grants would be provided to othér high-need school districts w1th
little or no capacity to borrow money for emergency repairs. The smaller grant program
would provide direct funding to the neediest school districts unable to ﬁnance the capital

expenditures associated with school renovation.
- $50 million in grants would fund repairs and construction at school districts where

half or more of students live on Indian lands.
- The remaining $1.125 billion would fund $6.5 billion in interest-free, seven-year

loans.

1
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m/; James R. Kvaal.
e 08/22/2000 11:03:51 AM

R"eco'rd Type: - Record

To:  Jeffrey A. Shesol/ WHO/EOP@EOP

cc: : .
Subject: FW: analysis for president's 8/23 event

'jeff, see suggestions from secretary riley's speechwriter below. -

~ >From: Sullivan, Kevin :

- >Sent: Monday, August 21, 2000 4:02 PM

>To:  Rossi, Diane; Frost, Susan; Peterson, Terry, Wohl, Alexander;
>Flem|ng, Scott :

>Cc:  Kvaal, James; Tucker, Ben

>Subject: - RE: analysis for president's 8/23 event

James: -

Send over the NJ numbers and we will see what we can do

e

>

>

>

>

>

>  fax: 260-7753
>

> 4Initerms of-his‘remarks Fwould: tllt-tnem toward h|gh -SChool i

>

> <Betweenr1990 and 20405 high-school-enroliment:will-have-gone” up
31972 percent ‘public-and prrvate wrth most of-the growth in the last+.

>ten years "

> . .

> New Jersey's ranks 9th in the nation in terms of overall

>enrolliment increases in grades 9 -12.. Enroliment will i increase an
>add|t|onal 26, 000 students in the next 10 years.

>

> All this Ieads t_o the fact that full time college enroilment

>will increase by 19% in the coming decade. Which means he can also plug
>the College Opportunity Tax Cut as well.

> :
> We put New Jersey along wrth Ohio in a special box in the

>report, so

>you could handout the entire Baby Boom and thendo a one or two page
>addition about New Jersey

> '

> New Jersey legislature just approved spending $8.6 bllhon to
.>build and modernize their schools.

> .
> This would be a great place for POTUS to talk about building



>schools in a new way -- as centers of community for the entire

>community. Schools that are open later and longer for all people. |
> N .

> I am happy to talk to the speechwriter who is doing the
>remarks. .

>

> Kevin

>

>Kevin

> Original Message----- A

> From: Rossi, Diane _

> Sent: Monday, August 21, 2000 3:34 PM

> To: Sullivan, Kevin; Frost, Susan; Peterson, Terry; Wohl,
>Alexander; Fleming, Scott '
> Cc: Kvaal, James; Tucker, Ben _

> Subject: FW: analysis for president's 8/23 event
>

> What do you all think? Please advise. Diane
> .

> e Original Message-----

> From: James_R._Kvaal@opd.eop.gov

>[mailto;:James_R._Kvaal@opd.eop.gov]

VVVVVVVVYV

Sent: Monday, August 14, 2000 10:07 AM

To: Rogers, Diane; Rossi, Diane '

Subject: analysis for president's 8/23 event

Diane and Diane --

as you know, the President will be speaking on Wed. Aug 23rd in
>Rush Holt's .
> district on school construction. (the Secretary was there in
>April.)
>
> would it be possible for Education to do an issue brief/analysis
>on the : ,
> baby boom echo for the President to release? maybe 3 to 5 pages
>of text - .
> that is largely adapted from the baby boom echo report that RWR
>will

t> release on the 21st with numbers specific to enroliment growth
- >in New ‘

> Jersey.
>
> (NCES ran NJ school district numbers for me and i can fax those
>over if
> that would be helpful. i think they are consistent with the
>nationwide '
> trend, although it's hard to be sure because there was no
>statewide total.)
>
> please let me know. thanks.

>




Draft 08/22/00 8:00pm
Jeff Shesol '

. PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS ON SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL
MONMOUTH JUNCTION, NEW JERSEY
~ August 23,2000

Acknowledgments: Rep. Rush Holt. It is gratifying to me —and so important for all of
you — that this district is finally represented in Congress by such a strong champion for children
and for investing in education.. Also: Malaika [ma-LAY-ee-kah] Carpenter, Crossroads. Middle " . .
Schl grad (attending So. Brunswick HS this fall) her parents Nancy & Lenny and brother Jerren;
Dr. Samuel Stewart, Superintendent, So. Brunswick Schls; people of So. Brunswick Township.

Twant to thank for joining us today. With the new school year only a couple of
weeks away, [ know this is a busy time for all of you. You know, I’ve always thought of the
back-to-school season as sort of a new beginning: new books, new school supplies, new faces in
the classrooms. It’s a time when a lot of parents stop and think of the vital role that education
plays in their children’s lives. And it’s a good time for out nation to do the same. '

Today I’d like to talk to you about the ways we must prepare America’s schools not just
for the new school year, but for the new century. We’ve néver had a greater opportunity. We’re
in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history, with more than 22 million new jobs,
the lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the highest home ownership ever. And our success is
more than economic: Arnerlca s social fabnc is on the mend. This is a time of great prosperity

- and even greater promise. :

There’s a great debate underway — not just in Washington but across our country — about.
how to keep owerity going and how best to use our Eard-wmtl?udget surplus. Let me tell
you what I beleve wé should do. I think we should meet ong-term challenge
the lives m#pclenhal-ef—eur—ehﬂdfe; I think we should seize this opportunity to pay down the
debt, to save Social Security, and to strengthen Medicare with a voluntary prescription drug
benefit. And I think we should invest in our children by investing in education.

DY VY

- That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore and I haveh\%%?l’(ed“?a/rd to bring
dramatic change to our-public schools — by 1nvest1ng more in them and demandlng more from
them. That’s why, in an era of fiscal discipline, we’ve nearly doubled investment in edugcation:
and training, and expanded college opportunlty more than at any time since the G.I. Blllm
century ago. : L '

With the help of Vice President B ; /e connegted, 95 percent of
our schools to the Internet; om only 35 percent five years ago. "r"hat—’sw%e ve focused
‘on reducing §'size in the early grades and hiring 100,000 new, highly trained teachers for our
children, Thg around failing schools, and providing after-school and summer school programs
for all kids who need them) I’ve been told we have.some first-time teachers in the audience




of tue
today here for their very first day of onentatlon Will all the§€hew teachers please stand? We

want to applaud you for M@hls proud"c ! professmn America needs a lot more just
like you. \“’) a Y mptmt

- You’re joining a great group of teachers here. But I know that everyone here wishes this .« ,
‘facility were as strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailers. And across America, I—ve—heafd-eL-Q‘w "-”"'4-7
conditions like Malaika and Dr. Stewart descnbed overcrowded classrooms and@gs TGS fent  "oes

hat’s not in rl . —
tha mfgf teaching _earn' | ot oy
The strain on America’s schools is showing as our student population is growing. Today,
I’m releasing axeport by the Department of Education that shows that this academic year, more
- r_ﬁmn%i'l'ﬁ'(nrs.tudents will fill America’s schools — the highest number in history. We call this
- phenomenon the “Baby Boom echo” — and it’s shattering enrollment records for the fifth year
running. If you had a statewide roll’call here in New Jersey, it would list 1.3 million names — a
45 20 percent boost during the last decade, and the highest enrollment in 30 years. Over the next
decade, the growth in New Jersey’s high school population will put it in the top ten in the nation.

-

This report is further evidence that America must act now — because we can’t expect our
students to reach high standards when their school buildings are substandard: We need to build
new schools and fix old oneég o réﬁuce class size and give all our children the educatjon they
deserve. That is why I’ve proposed to help communities like ¢hi Mﬂ% to build or
modernize 6,000 schools. As part of my balanced budget, I have also proposed to give grants
and loans to 5,000 schools for the emergency repairs they so desperately need.

Reps. Charlie Rangel and Nancy Johnson have proposed legislation to do exactly that. I
want you to know that Rep. Holt is a co-sponsor of that bill. It has strong, bipartisan support in
the House; and that’s due in no small part to the teachers and the building and construction trades
who have really stood behind it. Those of you, here today, I thank you.

W 7 '
A bipartisan maj onty is ready to pass that bill; but the House leadershlp, unfortunately, is
.trying to prevent a vote on school construction — to put it off another year, and probably another
year after that. Now, every year the Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go to
class in trailers like those over there. Every year the Congress sits on this bill is another year that
students across America will sit in crowded classrooms, in crumbling schools. Well, I think our
k1ds deserve better. They’re our future and they deserve better. '

School is just about back in sessmn and so is Congress. Séfor those of us.in elected
~ office, there’s still time to finish the nments the American people have given us. If you hear
anyone saying that there’s just no tlme o get anything done, that this is an election year, I hope
you’ll remind them that this is also a school year; and th3¥ there’s plenty of time to invest in a
world-class educatlon for our children. Congress should not go home until it invests in fixing
'old schools and building new ones.

- Talso call on Congress to invest in proven strategies that boost achievement: smaller
classes and me§/highly trained teachers; and resources to turn around failing schools and expand
learning opportunities like after-school and summer school. In addition, Congress should act to




expand college opportunity by passing our middle-class tax credit for college tuition. At this
time of prosperity, we have no greater responsibility than to prepare our children for this new
century. So let’s get back to work. By building stronger schools, we build a stronger nation.
Thank you. '

i



:percent above capac, y"and has eight 'temporary classrooms Pres1dent Cl1nton Wlll release anew U S
Department of Education analysis on sCHoOI-€nfo EnrolliiTent i New: Jersey, which istiow the highest-in 30 years, .
Finally, President Clinton will call on Congress to modernize schools nationwide by passing his plan: $25
billion in School Modernization Bonds and $6.5 billion in loans and grants for urgent school renovation.

RECORD-SETTING SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS IN NEW JERSEY. This year, 1.3 million students will
attend New Jersey schools, a 30 percent 1ncrease over the last decade and the.most.in 30 years, according to
_today’s Department of Educat1on analys1s Sauth: BrunsvyL k school: enrollment ‘has increased by.90 percent ins~
« the-past decader-fast: enough 10. ﬁll a'néw:school.every.two to three years; These enrollment surges are -
/ consistent with the nationwide trend: 4 34m1111'o“ﬁl"“tudents‘w1llzbegm'school tHiS Al tHE oS Fever: wUnlike" ou"‘r'{}
p‘a?sﬁ}penence <= when enrollment rose and ‘dipped repeatedly — schools.in the 21°F century Will see susta1ned

fStéady growth fi for- generat1ons

S

5

/

learn. To meet this national pr1or1ty, President Clinton and Vice President Gore propose:

.« F$258 BILLION IN SCHOOL:: MODERNIZATION BONDS Presrdent Clinton proposed $25 bllhon in -

Senate Sen Charles Robb 1ntroduced a srmrlar b111 ,

- Bond owners would receive federal tax credits rather than interest payments from school districts,
allowing districts to borrow interest-free for school construction. A similar mechanism has been used
successfully for Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs).

- Districts could use these 15-year bonds to modernize existing schools as well as bulld new ones. The
$25 billion would be allocated among states and school districts.

- The President’s proposal would cost $2.4 billion over five years. The bill’s innovative financing
mechanism is a cost-effective approach to leveraging local construction that avoids a new bureaucracy.

£ ;;i$6:'5 BILLIONIN, L’OXN“SSANI)WCWI{A'NTS‘ HOR IJ‘I(C‘ENTVREFAIRWPresident Clinton also proposed

roofs, heatlng and coohng systems and electrrcal wrrmg The asslstance would be targeted to high-need
districts, with the smaller amount of grant aid available for school districts unable to finance capital
expenditures. Sen. Harkin and Rep. Clay have introduced urgent school repair legislation. Although the
| Republican budget plan allows school construction in its education block grant; now, we must dedicate

_ these funds to construction and target them to meet our schools’ needs. -

|

|
|
KEY ELEMENTS OF THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN. All students need a safe, healthy, and modern place to
|
|

DESIGNING SCHOOLS’TO'BE CENTERS ‘OF COMMUNITIES.” To meet rising enrollments, our nation
must build and modernize thousands of schools in the coming years. Because these bu11d1ngs will last for 40 to
50 years, we have a golden opportunity to create a generation of schools that serve as “centers of community”
for entire nerghborhoods South Brunswrck bullt 1ts new~h1gh school-xfour«years ago W1th the act1ve help of_w

Fealth. educatlon and employment services. 5L




-

THE URGENT NATIONAL NEED FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION. Communities across the country

are struggling to address urgent safety and facility needs, rising student enrollments, and smaller class sizes.

e An estimated $127 billion is needed to bring America’s schools into good overall condition, according to
U.S. Department of Education. An estimated 3.5 million students attend schools that need of extensive
repair or replacement. (Condition of America’s Public School Facilities: 1999, 2000)

e Our schools need over $300 billion including the costs of meeting rising enrollments and installing a

modern technology infrastructure, according to the National Education Association. (Modernizing Our -
Schools: What Will It Cost?, 2000) :
o & Th’e“ﬁ“ﬁ‘ St oo'l“;was bu11t 42-ears' agoWAbouttone tHiFdTo apub11c~schools,were,tbullt~befor/e'ﬁlgl 07
/andhaven: 1°t been renovated since at least 1980 (N ational Center for Education Statistics, Condition of
Education 2000, p. 63). R
o (‘Schoolt;condltlons matter~zf~A A-gtowing, body of research l1nks student achlevement and behav1or to- the—“ A

s

leamlng","'prowded that other necessary condltlons are also- presentﬁ\ »

CALLING ON CONGRESS TO INVEST IN AMERICA’S EDUCATION PRIORITIES. In February, the
Clinton-Gore Administration sent Congress a balanced and responsible budget that made investments in key
education initiatives to expand college opportunity, ralse standards, and invest in what works. However,stheg
REpublicambudget;

o ,rIgnores&the;gpressmg«.natronalaneed for'school_moder_,mzatlon “The Republican budget fails to include the
“President’s plans to build and modernize 6, OOO schools and make emergency repairs to another 25,000 over
the next five years.

¢ Fails to help prepare 600,000 dlsadvantaged students for college through GEAR UP, improve teacher
quality, strengthen accountability and turn around failing schools, reduce class sizes, provide after-school
learning opportunities to over 1 million children, and help bridge the digital divide.

e Excludes the $36 billion College Opportunity Tax Cut to make college more affordable and accessible.
The College Opportunity Tax Cut would allow families to claim a tax deduction or 28-percent tax credit

~ for up to $10,000 in tuition, saving them up to $2,800. The tax cut would be fully phased-in by 2003.

Meanwhile, the tax cuts passed by the Congress this year would drain more than $900 billion of the surplus.

Together with the substantial tax cuts supported by the Congressional majority, these proposals would return

" America to deficits and leave no money for key priorities. At the same time, the Congressional budget would

cut domestic prlorltles $28 billion below the President's level, an average cut of 9 percent.
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' Queens

3 Thank you for that very warm welcome. Though I’m not sure whether you’re cheering
me or the fact that we’re holding class outside today. :

You’ve got a wonderful old school here. I understand it was built back in 1926. That’s a
long time ago, even to an old guy like me. And it was an important time in the history of this
borough. The 1920s were a time of incredible, explosive growth here in Queens: the population
more than doubled over the course of that decade, and set off a building boom that changed the

- face of Queens. So many of the brick and wood-frame houses that we passed on our way here —

maybe some of you even live in one — were built back then, at the same time they broke ground
for this fine school.

“You know, I’ve traveled all across this country, and I’ve visited a lot of schools like
Abigail Adams — schools with history, schools with great stories to tell. ‘And everywhere I go I
talk about the need we have as a nation to prepare these schools — and all the children who work
and learn and play within them — for the century that’s just begun. We'have to demand more of

~ our schools, and invest more in them. That means modernizing schools like Abigail Adams, so

that all our children can be in a place where they can fulfill their potential.

‘As the saying goes, the time to fix the roof is when the sun is shining. And toddy the sun
is shining on America. We’re in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history; with 22 .

. million new jobs; the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30

years; and the lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rates ever recorded.

, So what should we do with this moment of prosperity? Isay we should fix the roof. We
;should fix up these old schools, get them wired and ready for the 21% Century. We should build
‘the new schools we need and give all our ch1ldren the world-class educatlon they deserve.

!

If we don’t do these th1ngs now, when will we ever get around to it?. R1ght now we’ve

i . got the opportunity of a lifetime — and the obligation — to invest in our future. That’s why, for

" “the last seven and a half years, Vice President Gore and I have worked hard to provide our public

: schools with the tools they need to help students meet high standards. That’s why, in an era of



g}‘ fiscal discipline, we’ve also nearly doubled 1nvestment in education and tra1n1ng That’s why
Z . we’re reducing class size in the early grades and hiring 100 000 new, h1ghhy, tramed teachers—for o

’ — 0

d ‘ Welhave"ialso also-dramatically. mcreased our.investment-in- after—school and-summar schooL _
1 programs -And with the help of Vice President Gore’s e-rate program, nearly three quarters of

all classrooms are now connected to the Internet, up from only 3 percent in 1993.

e e, 3

%ur children.

o Ay e e

& But-%we can’t expect our students to reach h1gh standards where their school bulldlngs are -

substandard Actoss America I have seen t0o many schools that are old and crumbhng Ihave

seen too many trailers and too many crowded classrooms At a school 1n’New Ofléans, I-saw
fooms. Al

walls infested with termites. At a school in- Davenport,l%the ventilation was so bad that it

was hotter in there than it is out here. o .

The Ablgawiams School‘ls facing the same sort of challenges. You’re operating at
more than 150 pe percent of capacity. You’ve got more students than you can handle — and yet no
science lab, no computer lab, no music room. That’s just not acceptable. And at a school where
scores of different languages are spoken, it’s just not acceptable that ESL classes have to be
taught in the auditorium lobby. It’s just not acceptable that Mrs. Minnick, after 33 years, should
have to teach in such cramped, overcrowded classrooms.

e S s w.\

_.._..,.,‘.,_ .

LHBhereUsh also,' f) crymg e Our country for more schools* ‘The ch11dren of the Baby
Boomers are breaking enrollment records for the fourth year inaT fow. This academic year, our
public schools are filled with 43.2 million students. And — as'we can see here — they’re bursting
at the seams, strugglmg to make room for more.

I have proposed a major School Construction Initiative to help communities across

. America build or modernize 6,000 schools. I’ve also put forward a plan to give 5,000 schools
the grants and loans for the emergency repairs they so desperately need. Rep. Lowey has been
leading this fight for years now, and I want to thank her for that. I also want to acknowledge
someone who couldn’t be with us today, Rep. Rangel, who has worked tirelessly to build new
and stronger schools. I am grateful for the work he’s doing — alongside Rep. Nancy J ohnson —
on legislation that would do just that. Their bill enjoys strong, bipartisan support in the House;
and that’s due in no small part to the teachers and the building and constructlon trades who have
really stood behind.it.- Those of you who are here today, I thank you.

A bipartisan majority is ready to pass that bill; but the House leadership, unfortunately,
won’t let them do it. The leadership is doing everything in its power to prevent a vote on school
construction - to put it off another year, and probably another year after that. But let’s be clear.
Every year that the Congress stalls is another year that you have to go to class in those trailers

-over there. Every year that they sit on this bill is another year that students all across America
will sit in crowded classrooms, in crumblmg schools. Well, I think you deserve better. You’re -
our future and you deserve better.

Just thls week, the House d1d pass an educatlon budget — along partisan lines — that fails
to put a penny toward school construction.” At the same time, their budget fails to strengthen _'



accountability to turn around failing schools; it fails to reduce class size or improve teacher
quality; it fails to make adequate investments in HeadStart, or after-school opportunities, or
bridging the digital divide. Simply put, the House budget invests too little in our schools and
demands too little from them. As I’ve said, that’s unacceptable. If this bill, in its present form,
lands on my desk, I will take my pen and I will veto it.

School is out — or almost out — for the children of our country. But for those of us in
Washington, there’s still time to finish the assignments that the American people have given us.
There’s still time to invest in a world-class education for our children. There’s still time to
prepare them for the centiry ahead — the century that will belong to them, and to their children.
We have no greater responsibility at this moment of promise. So let us fulfill that responsibility,
and make the most of that promise. By building better schools, we will build a better America.
Thank you. ' :
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This is sure1y a busy time for teachers and educators preparing for a new school year, 50
I’d like to thank you for joining us. I’ve been thinking about the back-to-school season — as all
-parents do — and all the ways it represents a new beginning. It’s not just.the new school supplies
we buy for our children, or those brand-new pairs of jeans that feel like cardboard for the first
couple of weeks. - It’s not just the new faces in the classrooms, or their expressions of hope. A
new school year is a new beginning because it reminds us of the vital role of education in our
chlldren s lives, and in the life of our natlon ‘

- “Foday-1d- ikertalkabout: the ways We ‘must’prepare our hation’s’ schools notjust-for-the
SEW- schoo iy€ar;but forthe-new:centuryz.In our lifetimes, America has never had a greater
ropportunlty This is the longest peacetime expansion in our history. Inflation, interest rates, and
unemployment are low; wages and homeownership are high. Opportunity is abundant. Social
j!problems increasingly, are on the mend: ‘crime is down to a 25-year low; teen smoking and teen
d pregnancy are down; and, just yesterday, our annual survey showed that drug abuse among
young people declmed significantly last year. This is a time of great prosperity and even greater

4¢promlse

: There is, as you know, a great debate underway in Washington — about whether to fulfill
d this great promlse and how to use the surplus. There are a lot of elements to this debate. Really,
though, we’re debating one basic question: whether we will seize this chance to invest in the
future of our nation and the lives of our children. I believe, in this time of unparalleled

| prosperity, that the best thing we can do for our children is to meet our long-term challenges: To
1 pay off our debt instead of leaving it as a burden on our children. To.save Social Security, so our
children won’t be forced to save it for us. To strengthen and modernize Medicare, so our

| children won’t be forced to do that, too, for us. And to invest in our future by investing in their

;educatron

e

TN g T

I ("Today,;I am~re1eas1ng a report by the:Departmentof” Educatlon thatmakes'it.clearwe:
must do more"n"ot less t0 meet-our. nat1on s-growing educational needs.. It shows that every
.year the halls of our schools resound more loudly with what we call the “Baby Boom echo.”
‘The children of Baby Boomers are breaking enrollment records for the fourth year running: this
zacademrc year, 53.2 million students W111 fill America’s elementary and secondary schools.




That’s nearly half a million more than last year. Moreover, the pattern of enrollment is changing:
@ as these children grow older, it is high schools and colleges, not elementary or middle schools,

% that will carry the burden. ‘During the next decade, America’s hlgh schools are projected to swell
2 w1th the ranks of 1.3 million new students.

Y2

{*Thlsﬁlew&reportton school enrollment*glves ourmation:an-important; ass1gnment ~to make,
Jthe: 1nvestments n- educatlon that our future-demands,-and- our- ch11dren deserve—f-;
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& My»admmlstratloﬁ"‘has workedhardy these sixand 4 haif® years,-to invest-in- educatiofi””

‘ ,‘Y@ﬂe bringing'revolutionary change to otr schools,*{ The First Lady and] Secretary Riley just
spoke about the historic investments we have made to open the doors of college to every
American willing to work for it; to connect every classroom, no matter how remote, to the
Internet; and the work we.are doing to strengthen performance and accountability in our schools.

2 e .
E “Biit: Prmc1pal Greer ‘described the conditions that exist in too 1 many “Ameérican schools:

athe overcrowding, the classes held in trailers, the shortage of individual attention by trained
teachers These challenges will only grow as enrollments rise. They will demand greater
resources and greater resolve. The Baby Boom echo is another reason why we must act to build
Qnew schools and fix old ones; and to hire trained teachers, particularly in math and science;
espe01a11y for our high schools. I have proposed, as part of my balanced budget, to build or
renovate up to 6,000 schools nationwide; and to fulfill the commitment the Congress and I made
to;hlre 100,000 teachers for our nation’s schools, to lower class size in the early grades.

S

Unfortunately, the majority in Congress» wants to back off from our commitment to
reduce class size. And the tax plan they have proposed would do further damage to our
priorities. Not only would it fail to pay off the debt. . . not only would it fail to strengthen Social
Security and Medicare. . . but it could also lead to drastic cuts in education and our other
national priorities, from nat10na1 defense to medical research, from fighting crime to protecting
the environment. ‘

I have said I will veto the Republican tax plan. Expanding enrollment in our nation’s
schools is yet another reason why their plan is wrong for America. Just think about the impact
on education if we allowed the majority’s plan to become law — while trying to keep the budget
balanced. Today, we help 12 million children in poor communities to make more of their . -
"education. If the tax plan passes, we’d have to tell 6 million of those children: Sorry. We just
can’t help you to reach higher. Today, we help a million children learn to read independently by
the 3™ grade. If the tax plan passes, we’d have to tell 520,000 of them: Sorry. We just can’t help
you learn to read. Today, we’re nearing our goal of enrolling a million preschoolers in
HeadStart. If the tax plan passes: Sorry. We’d have to turn 430,000 away. And compared to
our proposal, here’s what the tax plan would mean to those already in school: larger classes,
fewer teachers, and more trailers. Well, that’s a pretty sorry way to educate our children. They
deserve the best, not the least, that we can do. ‘

So let’s do first things first. Let’s pay off the debt for the first time since Andrew Jackson
was President. Let’s save Social Security and Medicare, and fulfill our obligation to older
Americans. And let’s invest in the education of our young people. We can do all these things

2



and still have sensible tax cuts. And if we rise to that responsibility, we can show our children
that we still believe what we teach them, not just at school but at home: that every child should
have the chance, and the tools, to succeed in the 21* Century. I believe that, and I know you do.
Let’s keep working to make it a reality for all Americans. Thank you. '



Draft 08/22/00 7:15pm
Jeff Shesol- C B

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS ON SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL
. MONMOUTH JUNCTION, NEW JERSEY

August 23,2000

Acknowledgments Rep Rush Holt. It is gratifying to me — and so important for all of

you — that this district is finally represented in Congress by such a strong champion for children

- and for investing in education. - Also: Malaika [ma-LAY-ee-kah] Carpenter, Crossroads Middle
- Schl grad (attending So. Brunswick HS this fall); her parents Nancy & Lenny and brother Jerren;

Dr. Samuel Stewart, Superintendent, So. Brunswick Schls; people of So. Brunswick Township.

I want to thank you all for joining us today. With the new school year only a couple of
weeks away, I know this is a busy time for all of you. You know, I’ve always thought of the
back-to-school season as sort of a new beginning: new books, new school supplies, new faces in
the classrooms. It’s a time when a lot of parents stop and think of the vital role that education
plays in their children’s lives. And it’s a good time for our nation to do‘the' same. '

.Today Id like to talk to you about the ways we must prepare America’s schools not just
for the new school year, but for the new century We’ve never had a greater opportunity. We’re
in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history, with more than 22 million new jobs,
the lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the highest home ownership ever. And our success is
‘more than economic: America’s social fabrlc is on the mend This is a time of great prosperity
and even greater promise. ' -

There’s a great debate underway — not just in Washington but across our country —about
how to keep our prosperity going and how best to use our hard-won budget surplus. Let me tell
you what I believe we should do. I think we should meet'our long-term challenges and invest in
the lives and potential of our children. I think we should seize this opportunity to pay down the
debt, to save Social Security, and to strengthen Medicare with a voluntary prescription drug
benefit. And I think we should invest in our children by investing in education.

That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore and I have worked hard to bring
dramatic change to our public schools — by investing more in them and demanding more from
them. That’s why, in an era of fiscal discipline, we’ve nearly doubled investment in education
and training, and expanded college opportunity more than at any time since the G.1. B111 ahalf
century ago

With the help of Vice President Gore’s E-rate program, we’ve connected 95 percent of °
our schools to the Internet, up from only 35 percent five years ago. That’s why we’ve focused
on reducing class size in the early grades and hiring 100,000 new, highly trained teachers for our
children, turning around failing schools, and providing after-school and summer school programs
for all kids who need them. I’ve been told we have some first-time teachers in the audience




today here for their very first day of orientation. Will all those new teachers please stand? We
want to applaud you for making this proud choice of profession. America needs a lot more just
like you.

You'’re joining a great group of teachers here. But I know that everyone here wishes this
facility were as strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailers. And across America, I’ve heard of
conditions like Malaika and Dr. Stewart described: overcrowded classrooms and an environment
that’s not good for teaching or for learni learning.

The strain on America’s schools is showing as our student population is growing. Today,
I’m releasing a report by the Department of Education that shows that this academic year, more
than 53 million students will fill America’s schools — the highest number in history. We call this
phenomenon the “Baby Boom echo” — and it’s shattering enrollment records for the fifth year
running. If you had a statewide roll call here in New Jersey, it would list 1.3 million names —a
20 percent boost during the last decade, and the highest enrollment in 30 years. Over the next
decade, the growth in New Jersey’s high school population will put it in the top ten in the nation.

. This report is further evidence that America must act now — because we can’t expect our
students to reach high standards when their school buildings are substandard. We need to build
new schools and fix old ones; to reduce class size and give all our children the education they
deserve. That is why I’ve proposed to help communities like this one across America to build or
modernize 6,000 schools. As part of my balanced budget, I have also proposed to give grants
and loans to 5,000 schools for the emergency repairs they so desperately need.

Reps. Charlie Rangel and Nancy Johnson have proposed legislation to do exactly that. I
want you to know that Rep. Holt is a co-sponsor sponsor of that bill. It has strong, bipartisan support in
the House; and that’s due in no small part to the teachers and the building and construction trades
* who have really stood behind it. Those of you here today, I thank you.

A bipartisan majority is ready to pass that bill; but the House leadership, unfortunately, is.
trying to prevent a vote on school construction — to put it off another year, and probably another
year after that. Now, every year the Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go to
class in trailers like those over there. Every year the Congress sits on this bill is another year that
students across America will sit in crowded classrooms, in crumbling schools. Well, I think our
kids deserve better.. They’re our future and they deserve better.

School is just about back in session, and so is Congress. So, for those of us in elected

_ office, there’s still time to finish the assignments the American people have given us. If you hear -
anyone saying that there’s just no time to get anything done, that this is an election year, I hope -
you’ll remind them that this is also a'school year; and that there’s plenty of time to invest in a
world-class education for.our children. Congress should not go home until it invests in fixing

old schools and building new ones. We have no greater responsibility at this time of prosperity;
So let’s get back to work. By building stronger schools, we build a stronger nation. Thank you.
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I want to thank you all for joining us today. With the new school year only a couple of
weeks away, I know this is a busy time for all of you. You know, I’ve always thought of the
back-to-school season as sort of a new beginning: new books, new school supplies, new faces in
the classrooms. It’s a time when a lot of parents stop and think of the vital role that education
plays in their children’s lives. And it’s a good time for our nation to do the same.

‘ Today I’d like to talk to you about the ways we must prepare America’s schools not just
for the new school year, but for the new century. We’ve never had a greater opportunity. We’re
in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history, with more than 22 million new jobs,
the lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the highest home ownership ever. And our success is
- more than economic: America’s social fabric is on the mend. This is a time of great prosperlty
and even greater promise.

There’s a great debate underway — not just in Washington but across our country — about
how to keep our prosperity going and how best to use our hard-won budget surplus.. Let me tell
you what I believe we should do. I think we should meet our long-term challenges and invest in
the lives and potential of our children. I think we should seize this opportunity to pay down the
" debt, to save Social Security, and to strengthen Medicare with a voluntary prescription drug
benefit. And I think we should invest in our children by investing in education. '

That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore and 1 have worked hard to bring
revolutionary-dramatic (revolutionary is the VP’s term) change to our public schools by
mvestmg more in our schools and demandmg more from them. —toqmde-t-hemw;th-the-&a@ls

s—That’s why, in an era of fiscal discipline,

- we've nearly doubled 1nvestment in educatlon and training and ;-inereased-investmentin-afier-

‘school-and-summerschooli-and expanded college opportumty more than at any time since the
G.1. Bill, a half century ago.

!

That’s why, with the help of Vice President Gore’s E-rate program, we’ve connected
nearly three quarters of all classrooms to the Internet, up from only 3 percent in 1993. -And |



Y

- Tthat’s why we’ve focused on were-reducing class size in the early grades and hiring 100,000

new, highly trained teachers for our children, improving teacher quality across the country,
turning around failing schools, and providing aﬂer-school and summer school programs for all
who need them. -

-I’ve been told we have some first-time teachers in the audience today — here for their
very first day of orientation. Will all those new teachers please stand? We want to applaud you
for making this proud choice of profession. America needs a lot more just like you.

You're joining a great group of teachers here. But I know that everyone here wishes this
facility were as strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailers. And across America, I’ve heard of
conditions like Malaika and Dr. Stewart described: overcrowded classrooms and environments

that aren’t conducive to teachmg or learning. t-he-shgstage-eilmd-mdual-at-temgn-byutsa%d
teachers,

The strain on America’s schools is showing as our student population is growing. Today,
I’m releasing a report by the Department of Education that shows enrollments are rising to
historic levels. This report is further evidence that America must act now — to build new schools
and to fix old ones; to reduce class size and to give all our children the education they deserve.

We call this phenomenon the “Baby Boom echo” — and it’s shattering enrollment records
for the fifth year running. This academic year, more than 53 million students will fill America’s
elementary and secondary schools. If you had a statewide roll call here in New Jersey, it.would

‘list 1.3 million names — a 30 percent boost during the last decade, and the highest enrollment in

30 years. Over the next decade, the growth in New Jersey’s high school populatlon will put it in
the top ten in the natlon

Well, we can’t expect our students to reach high standards when their school buildings
are substandard. That is why I’ve proposed to help communities like this one across America to
build or modernize 6,000 schools. As part of my balanced budget, I have also proposed to give
5,000 schools the grants and loans for the emergency repairs they so desperately.need.

Reps. Chuck Rangel and Nancy Johnson have proposed legislation to do exactly that. I
want you to know that Rep. Holt is a co-sponsor of that bill. It has strong, bipartisan support in
the House; and that’s due in no small part to the teachers and the building and construction trades
who have really stood behind it. Those of you here today, I thank you.

A bipartisan majority is ready to pass that bill; but the House leadership, unfortunately, is
trying to prevent a vote on school construction —to put it off another year, and probably another
year after that. Now, every year the Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go to
class in those trailers over there. Every year the Congress sits on this bill is another year that
students across America will sit in crowded classrooms, in crumbling schools. Well, I think our
kids deserve better. We must invest in our future and these children are Fheyxs-our future.-and

theyw-deserve-better




School is Just about back in session, and so is Congress So, for those of us in elected
office, there’s still time to finish the assignments the American people have given us. If you hear
anyone saying that there’s just no time to get anything done, that this is an election year, I hope
you’ll remind them that this i is also a school year; and that there’s plenty of time to investina
world-class education for our children. Congress should not go home untll it invests in flxmg
old schools and building new ones- : -

, Together with ensuring that we have the school facilities that our children deserve, I wart
to call on Congress to invest in proven strategies for increasing student achievement: smaller

classes, highly trained teachers, resources to turn around failing schools, and extended learning

opportunities like after-school and summer school. We have no greater responsibility at this time

of prosperity; So let’s get back to work By building stronger schools, we will bulld a better

- America. Thank you. : S A o

el
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Acknowledgments: Rep. Rush H'th. It is gratifying to me — and so important for all of -
you — that this district is finally represented in Congress by such a strong champion for children
and for investing in education. Also: Malaika [ma-LAY-ee-kah] Carpenter, Crossroads Middle
Schl grad (attending S. Brunswick HS this fall); her parents Nancy & Lenny and brother Jerren;
Dr. Samuel Stewart, Superintendent of South Brunsw1ck Schls people of S. Brunsw1ck '
Townshlp : Co

I want to thank you all for joining us today With the new school year only a couple of
weeks away, I know this is a busy time for all of you. You know, I’ve always thought of the
back-to-school season as sort of a new beginning: new books, new school supplies, new faces in
the classrooms. It’s a time when a lot-of parents stop and think of the vital role that education

' plays in their children’s lives. And it’s a good time for our nation to do the same.

Today I'd like to talk to you about the ways we must prepare America’s schools not just
for the new school year, but for the new century. We’ve never had a greater opportunity. We’re
in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history, with more than 22 million new jobs,
the lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the highest home ownership ever. And our success is
more than economic: America’ s soc1a1 fabrlc 1s on the mend. This is a time of great prosperity
and even greater promlse ‘ -

There’s a great debate underway — not Just in Washlngton but across our country — about
how to keep our prosperity going and how best to use our hard-won budget surplus. Let me tell
you what I believe we should do. I think we should meet our long-term challenges and invest in
the lives and potential of our children. I think we should seize this opportunity to pay down the

_ debt, to save Social Security, and to strengthen Medicare with a voluntary prescription drug
benefit. And I think we should invest in our children by investing in education.

That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore and I have worked hard to bring
revolutionary change to our public schools — to provide them with the tools to help students meet
— and exceed — high standards.” That’s why, in an era of fiscal discipline, we’ve nearly doubled
investment in education and training; increased investment in after-school and summer school;

~and expanded college opportunity more than at any time since the G.L Bill, a half century ago.

‘With the help of Vice President Gore’s E-rate program, we’ve connected 95 percent of
our schools to the Internet, up from only 35 percent five years ago. And we’re reducing class
size in the early grades and hiring 100,000 new, highly trained teachers for our children. I’ve
been told we have some first-time teachers in the audience today — here for their very first day of




orientation. Will all those new teachers please stand? We want to -applaud you for makmg this
proud choice of profess1on America needs a lot more _]USt lrke you.

You’re joining a great group of teachers here. ButI know that'everyone here wishes this
acrhtz were as8 >3s the faculty. I’'ve seen the trailers. And across Amenca I’ve heard of

individual atte frained teachers
W‘\w) /,moa&m/ka?r
The straln on America’s schools is show1ng as our student jpopulation is growin W
I’m releasing a report by the Department of Education that shows enroll ot

historic levels. This report is further evidence that Amer] tact now — to build new schools
and to fix old ones; to reduce class size and to-g1ve all our children the education they deserve.

We call th1s phenOﬁmy Boom echo” — and it’s shattering enrollment records
@ﬁﬁh year running} \This academic year, more than 53 million students will fill America’s .
elementary and secondary schools) If you had a statewide roll call here in New Jersey, it would
list 1.3 million names — a 30 percent boost during the last decade, and the highest enrollment in

30 years. Over the next decade the growth in New Jersey’s high school populatlon will put it in
the top ten in the nation. ,

etk we can’t expect our students to reach high standards when their school buildings
are substandard.. That is why I’ve proposed to help communities like this one across America to
build or modérnize 6 000 schools. As part of my balanced budget, I have also proposed to give
5,000 schools $ RS and loans for the emergency repalrs they so desperately need.

. Rep.
want you to } ep. Holt is a co-sponsor of that bill. It has strong, bipartisan support in
the House; and that’s due in no 1o small part to the teachers and the building and construction trades
who have really stood behmd it. Those of you here today, I thank you.

‘ A bipartisan maj or1ty is ready to pas.s that bill; but the House leadership, unfortunately, is
trying to prevent a vote on school construction — to put it off another year, and probably another
year after that. Now, every year the Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go to
class in those trailers over there. Every year the Congress sits on this bill is another year that
students across America will sit in crowded classrooms, in crumbling schools Well, I think our
kids deserve better. They’re our future and they deserve better

School is just about back in ,sess1on, and so is Congress. So, for those of us in elected
office, there’s still time to finish the assignments the American people have given us. If you hear
anyone saying that there’s just no time to get anything done, that this is an election year, I hope
you’ll remind them that this is also a school year; and that there’s plenty of time to invest in a

world-class education for our children. Congress should not go home until it invests in fixing
old schools and building new ones. ‘We have no greater responsibility at thig time of prosperity;
So let’s get back to work. By building stronger schools, we will build a America. Thank
you. _ ‘
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Acknowledgments: Rep. Rush Holt. It is gratifying to me — and so important for all of
you — that this district is finally represented in Congress by such a strong champion for children

- and for investing in education. Also: Malaika [ma-LAY-ee-kah] Carpenter, Crossroads Middle

Schl grad (attending S. Brunswick HS this fall); her parents Nancy & Lenny and brother Jerren;
Dr. Samuel Stewart, Supenntendent of South Brunswick Schls; people of S. Brunswick
Township.

I want to thank you all for joining us today. With the new school year only a couple of
weeks away, [ know this is a busy time for all of you. You know, I’ve always thought of the
back-to-school season as sort of a new beginning: new books, new school supplies, new faces in
the classrooms. It’s a time when a lot of parents stop and think of the vital role that education
plays in their children’s lives. And it’s a good time for our nation'to do the same.

Today I'd like to talk to you about the ways we must prepare Ametica’s_ schools not just
for the new school year, but for the new century. We’ve never had a greater opportunity. We’re
in the midst of the longest economic expansion in history, with more than 22 million new jobs,

‘the lowest unemployment in 30 years, and the highest home ownership ever. And our success is

more than economic: America’s social fabric is on the mend. This is a time of great prosperity
and even greater promise.

There’s a gfea;t debate underway — not just in Washington but across our country — about
how to keep our prosperity going and how best to use our hard-won budget surplus. Let me tell
you what I believe we should do. I think we should meet our long-term challenges and.invest in

the lives and potential of our children. I think we should seize this opportunity to pay down the

debt, to save Social Security, and to strengthen Medicare with a voluntary prescription drug
benefit. Amd I think we should invest in-our children by investing in education.

- That’s why, for seven and a half years now, Al Gore and I have worked hard to bring
revolutionary change to our public schools — to provide them with the tools to help students meet
— and exceed - high standards. That’s why, in an era of fiscal discipline, we’ve nearly doubled
investment in education and training; increased investment in after-school and summer school;
and expanded college opportunity more than at any time since the G.I. Bill, a half century ago.

That’s why, with the help of Vice President Gore’s E-rate program, we’ve connected

 nearly three quarters of all classrooms to the Internet, up from only 3 percent in 1993. And that’s

why we’re reducing class size in the early grades and hiring 100,000 new, highly trained teachers
for our children. I’ve been told we have some first-time teachers in the audience today — here for



their very first day of orientation. Will all those new teachers pIeaSe stand? We want to applaud
. you for making this proud choice of profession. America needs a lot more just like you.

You’re joining a great group of teachers here. But I know that everyone here wishes this
facility were as strong as the faculty. I’ve seen the trailers. And across America, I’ve heard of
conditions like Malaika and Dr. Stewart described: overcrowded classrooms and the shortage of

individual attention by trained teachers.

The strain on America’s schools is showing as our student population is growing. Today,
I’m releasing a report by the Department of Education that shows enrollments are rising to
historic levels. This report is further evidence that America must act now — to build new schools
and to fix old ones; to reduce class size and to give all our children the education they deserve.

We call this phenomenon the “Baby Boom echo” — and it’s shattering enrollment records
for the fifth year running. This academic year, more than 53 million students will fill America’s
elementary and secondary schools. If you had a statewide roll call here in New Jersey, it would
list 1.3 million names — a 39-20 percent boost during the last decade, and the highest enrollment
in 30 years. Over the next decade, the growth in New Jersey’s high school population will put it
in the top ten in the nation. .

Well, we can’t expect our students to reach high standards when their school buildings
are substandard. That is why I’ve proposed to help communities like this one across America to
build or modermnize 6,000 schools. As part of my balanced budget, I have also proposed to give
5,000 schools the-grants and loans for the emergency repairs they so desperately need.

Reps. Chuck Rangel and Nancy Johnson have proposed legislation to do exactly that. I
‘want you to know that Rep. Holt is a co-sponsor of that bill. ‘It has strong, bipartisan support in
the House; and that’s due in no small part to the teachers and the building and constructron trades
who have rea11y stood behind it. Those of you here today, I thank you.

- A bipartisan majority is ready to pass that bill; but the House leadership, unfortunately, is
trying to prevent a vote on school construction — to put it off another year, and probably another
" year after that. Now, every year the Congress stalls is another year that these kids have to go to
class in these-trailers like those over there. Every year the Congress sits on this bill is another
year that students across America will sit in crowded classrooms, in crumbling schools. Well, I
think our kids deserve better. They’re our future and they deserve better. .

School is just about back in session, and so is Congress. So, for those of us'in elected
office, there’s still time to finish the assignments the American people have given us. If you hear
" anyone saying that there’s just no-time to get anything done, that this is an election year, I hope
you’ll remind them that this is also a school year; and that there’s plenty of time to invest ina
world-class education for our children. Congress should not go home until it invests in fixing
old schools and building new ones. We have no greater responsibility at this time of prosperity;
So let’s get back to work. By building stronger schools, we will build a better America. Thank
yOu. - . .
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TO: Joe Trahermn ' o B i :
'FROM: Sherrie Preische; D »tnct Director, Rep. Rush Holt Egg& SW
DATE: August.9, 2000 ' - ‘

RE: -Proposed visii by President Clinton o . WW

WM (QWI
o Sthan|
We would like to do the event abont ‘ic,hrml C‘rm*itr‘,trt'iorl ,

NEW" Jersey 3’12 Congresamnal Dstrict is the [Butedt grow gmwm i New Jersey; riﬁb g’hﬂ/
Tocation an hour away from Néw York (”nv has g1v< fFise toever incréasing Housing '
developments across the district. Communities across central New Jersey are qtrugglmg ‘

to provide school facilities for their rapidly growing school age population.
Unfortunately, almost all of the burden falls on the property tax—payer

- Proposed locations for visit by President Clinton, Aagust 23, 2000,

Assuming that the President arrives st Trenton ,\'If.tn::e.r. Airport, and the event following is
held in Hopewell Township, here are three propaose: Jocations,

1. USSRt B AR cK T owhshipsA -
on d;l’SHa“fé‘d%W ﬁéﬁ’.Sbﬁj

1 Students eachiyeari_ th e iriighid
. anSWICk Upper,Ele entary Szhoal and [ ”:‘?‘Qafja Middle Schoolfhave 18 moduldr
units in use. Taxpayers have ref 1ied referendums to build entirely.new schools. They
are struggling with adding on te the High school that will soon have 16 accommodate
o7, 3,000 students

M South Brunswick Upper Elemem'ir* School, Mr. Nathan L evy, Prmqpal

635 Georges Road, Monmouth. Ium tion, N 08852,
732-329-4191

e Crossroads Mlddle Schoo \f{r J atr.es Warlel, el Prinoipabe ¢
195 Major Road, anm’@u*thﬂxunul-uua‘»s\b ( )8\
732-325-4633 -

%

kL)
~J

" Dr. Samuel Stewart, Superiniender: .
" 4 Executive Drive, Monmouth Jupegen, NI 0E852
732-297-7800 -

Drive: 20 Miles Tremon -8 ouﬂh Em navick (27 Mimles)
15 Miles South Brunswick - Undr‘w er 120 Minutes)

This trp migh’t require closing Rt | & muior arter ie the area. .




2. Montgomexy Township in Som¢ rset County, M omgnmezy is one of the fastest
growing schooi districts in the smate of New Jersey. The-district’s enrollment has
doubled in the last five years with over 3500 students in the district. New schools
have opened well over capaciry: Orchard Hill Elementary School, designed for 1,100
students, opened with an enmlh nent of 1, 50,

Montgomery school system is in th ,mj ddle of o carnpaign to proceed on the issue of
-school construction.. There is a $7( millian referendum :lated for vote on October 3"
build a new high school. There hax been i request for trailers at the high school-for
administrative purposes, yet if the : ferendum fails to pass, then there will be a need for
17 trailers at the high schoo). This mmber m!] deuble tn 36 trailers in 2 years if the
referendum does not pass.

A brand new elementary school, Village School, is under construction and will be

finished in time for this coming school year. Last year, only kindergarten started in the
new school, but when the canstruction is zomplete, grades first and second will be
attending the school. There is cons ructicn still going on at thc school. This is the
school construction site we suggest visiting,

The Village School -
Route 601 and Burnt Hill Road
Skillman, NJ

Dr, Jamic Savedoff, Superentenden
405 Burnt Hill Road

Skillman, NJ 08558

(908) 874-5201

Drive: o
20 Miles Trenton ->Montgomery 30 Minutes) ' ‘
15 Miles Montgomery -> Fundrais® - (25 Mimter)




3. . Lawrence Township, Mercer County — Currently there is no referendum slated for

vote. Yet Lawrence is dealing with increased enrollment issues. Presently the school

. board is in the planning stages for a referendum and are looking to have one

" completed by fall of 2001 or witer 2002.. The Schno) Board is looking to either -
expand existing structures or . dd apother schonl. Tawrence High school will be
getting its fourth temporary classroarm. Tn each of the four elementary schools, there
is at least one temporary classrc om. “he Intermediate School will bave one temporary
classroom as of January 2001, The Lawrence Middle School has no temporary
classrooms. All of the building, are o capaciiy The High School and Intermediate
School are at the greatest capsc v and are dealing with this maximum capacity issue
the most. '

‘There are no construction sites pres:ntly becausc they do not have thé_ funding available.

Lawrenceville Elementary
40 Craven Lane
Lawrenceville, NJ
609-530-8452

- Dr. Claire Sheff Kohn, Superintenc = o School - '
(Dr. Max Riley, new Superintendes ', wil! start U eptuzsber 18,
2565 Princeton Pike -
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648-369% -
609-530-8609 ' '

Drive: ,
8 Miles Trenton -> Lawrence (15 Ninutes)
12 Miles Lawrence -> Fundraiser (20 Minutes)




By Lyxne Duke
and CHRrisTINE HAUGHNEY
Washington Tost Stafi Wittors

SPARTA, N.J., Aug. 14—With

rivers near this remote hamlet in
the northwest part of the state
near cresting and dams ncarly full

as more rain fell on the region to- -

day, officials were cleaning up
from the weekend floods™ and
watching nervously ‘to see. what
further damage awaits this small
Lowri.

Almost 14 inches of rain fcli
here in just a few hours Satur-
day—the kind of rainfall a storm

‘dumps on one area only about

once every 500 years, according to
weather forecasters. )
No injuries have been reported.

“But officials were evacuating 100

residents Loday, after the evacua-

tions over the weekend of about -

200 people™ whose houses were
submerzed. An additional 800 chil-

. dren were evacualed today from a
ddy camp in nearby Byram be.’

cuuse of worries about the integri-
ty of a necarby dam: Roads and
bridges were washed out, streams
turncd to rushing rivers, small

lakes turned to massive bowls of -

water and mudslides swept down
hillsides. Water and sewage treal-
ment systems in the area also were

‘damaged, said John . Hagerty,

spokesman for the state’s Office of
Emergency Management in Tren-
ton. :
Bv this evening, Sparta had lost
six bridges that spanned as long as

30 feet and 20 houses had been -

damaged or lost, said Phil Mor-
lock, Sussex County's top health
and safety official.

Still, for this rural region of roll-
ing hills and pristine lakes, it

wasn't the worst flooding in state-
" history or even the most damaging
or deadly. It was just bizarre, Na-

tional Weather Service spokesman
Robert Chartuk said.

“That’s quite a lot of rain,” he
said. “You usually see that with
tronical “svstems, which thic i3
not.”” Thunderstorms usually roll
and move. This one did not. It just
poured water over this region,
about 40 miles southwest of New
York City, for more than half a day.

New Jersey, which was hit hard
by torrential rains last fall as the
remnants of Hurricane  Floyd
washed ashore, was hit the hardest
Saturday and Sunday, when a “sta-

ticnary thunderstorm™ roiled over
Sparta in Sussex County, as well as
parts of Morris County next door.

*It just. dumped everything.

there,” Hagerty said. -

As authorities "continued to -

close and reopen major highwayvs

and country, rouds, travel became

nearly possible. Sparta residents
had to find alternative routes
through bordering towuns to return
Lo their homes: A trip from New-

~ark to Sparta that usually takes -

ahout 75 minutes took fowr heurs
because of closed roads, state offi-
cials said. .

New Jersey Gov. Christine Todd

Whitman (R) made an acrial tour
of the arca Sunday. The state i

‘working on damage estimates that

will likely run into the hundreds of

millions. By late this afternoon,
Whitman declared a state of emer-

gency. In Sussex County..damage .

already is near $166 million, Mor-
Jock said. o

Today, as rainfall. continued, of-
ficials kept a careful watch on the
Musconetcong River, which is ex-
pected to remain-at its its crest for
the next two to three days, accord-
ing to the Associated Press.

Cathy Derechailo, a Red Cross
spokeswoman, told the Associated

" Press that the river, which flows
- out of Sussex County and borders

Morris and Warren counties, was

- rising a foot an hour today and was

expecled to-close more roads. The
continued. rainfall likely wiil keep
the Musconetcong River at “its
crest peak for two to three days. So

L

Flood-Battered N.J. Towns
Await More Storm Damages

this is far from over,” she said.

Three dams in the region also

are threatened with failure, Hager-
ty said. The dam at Seneca Lake al-
ready has crumbled, rendering the

lake a brown serving bowl dotted .

‘with tiny white birds strutting

through and picking up dead sil- .

ver-colored fish.
John MecCann and his son Matt
stared at the:muddy hole today as

rain poured.. “This is the most -

darnage this town has ever seen,”

said the older McCann, who has

lived here for 20 years.

Donna Enzale moved to a lake-

front hiome with her husband and
" dadghter in October. Today, she

stood gazing at what used to be
Seneca Lake. “We fell in love with

the lake. That’s why we bought the ¢

house,” she said as she cradled her
18-month-old daughter, Samantha.

“It was gone before our-eyes.” - -

On’ Saturday afternoon, Enzale
said, she and her husband noticed

that the lake was  overflowing. °

“Not after long, I saw gushes of
mud,” she said. Within hours,

nearly all of the water had poured .

out of the lake where her family
went swimming in the summer
and ice-skating in the winter. To-
day, orange plastic shovels and yel-
low dump trucks littered the lake’s
narrow beach.

At nearby Tomahawk Lake,
which has signs advertising

_“Swimming at its best” and “New

Jersey’s longest water slide,” the
gates remained closed. N
Near downtown Sparta, resi-
dents stood in ankle-ligh water
and stared dazed at the rocks and
mud that had covered the front
lawns' of restored colonial-style
‘houses. The main country road
that connects downtown to the
schools remained blocked by
streaming water and a mudslide.
“Most of these homes had put in
gardens and straightened up,” said
Susan Knauss, who has lived here
for eight years. “It’s unbslievablc.”
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hurricane

is the second named

Bervl was centered 135 miles
storm of the Atlantic

south-southeast of Brownsville, -
Alberto weakened to a tropical

storm with 70 mph winds, 545
miles west of the \w'stemmuxt

Azores lslands,

Beryl
season. The first, Hurricane Alber-

to, fizzled as chilly North Atlantic

was expected to continue on that
waters sapped its strength.

moving northwest at 8 mph and-
path through Tuesday.

La Pesca south to near Tamnpico.

“You might lose a few car aw-
U.S. authorities issued a hurri-.
cane warning for the Texas const
border, cautioning residents (0 ex-

could still hring 50-mph winds . nings, things like that. but no ma-

with gusts of 60 mph along the ex-

pect hurricane conditions by Tues. -
day morning.. Mexican authorities
issued a hurricane warning from
the border southward to La Pesca
-and a tropical §tofm warping from

jor structural damage is expected,”
from Baflin Bay tu the Mexican

es the coastline, the forecasters
Stewart said. -

. tant. Beryl is a very broad, very  said.

“It

“The center is not that impor-
treme south Texas coast, the Padre
Beryl could strengthen into a
minimal hurricane before hitting
fand but the main threat was from
flooding, Stewart said. The storm
was expected to hit the shoreline
with a 2- to 5-foot storm suirge and
durap 5 t0-10 inches of rain on the
area north of where the eye cross-

Jarge storm,” Stewart said. .
Island arca.”

15—Tropical
n the western

~Aug.

Storm Be yl formed i

. amstamvery aidsia

Deryl's center was expected to
come ashore on Tuesday on the
northeast Mexican coast aboutl 60

‘MIAM,,

Tropical Storm Beryl Nears Téx_;asf and Mexico

Gulf of M =xico today and strength-

ened quickly, prompting hurricane
said hurticane specialist  Stacy

- Stewart a. the National Hurricane

miles souvth of Brownsville, Tex.,
Center.

warnings for the Texas and Mexico

coasts.
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Algerlan
- Pleads Not
Guilty in
Bomb Plot

“Revters

. NEWYORK, Aug. 14—An Al:-
gerian man believed to be a key.

figure in a plot to detonate
.- bombs at millennium celebration

sites in the United States pleaded

not guilty today to charges he al-

“legedly provided support to tc.»‘

) rorists.

Mokhitar Haauan 31, ap-
peared in Manhattan federal
court after arriving from Canada,
where he hud been held since his
arrest Jan. 10. He waived ex-

'* tradition last month,

In May, President Clinton ac--

cused Saudi exile Osama bin

Laden of being behind the mil- -

lennium celebration bomb plot.
‘Bin Laden was previously in-
dicted in New York for aliegedly
masterminding the bombing at
two ULS. embassies in East Afri-
ca in 1998 that killed more than
200 people.

In the U.S. millennium plot,
Haouari and co-defendant Ab-
delghani Meskini were indicted

_ for allegedly helping another Al-
gerian man, Ahmed Ressam.
cross into Washington state from
Canada on Dec. 14 with a car full
of explosives.

The six-count mdutment filed
in Manhattan federal court alleg-
es that Hacuari and Meskini pro-
vided and concealed material
support to terrorists, transferred
fraudulent identification’ docu-

Cemmmmia e o T

T | ~3
trafficied and wscd

fraudulent bank and charge

cards. Meskini was arrested in

Brooklyn on Dec. 30 and is await-
ing tnal ‘

"Haouari was bomn in Arzew,
Algeria, and arrived in Toronto
in 1993, court papers said. When
he entered Canada, he used a
French passport with a different
name and claimed refugee status. -
That application was denied.

.Courl papers also said he was

convicted in Canada in 1997 of
dealing in stolen and counterfeit
credit ulrds

Actording to court papers
filed in Canada seeking Haoua-
ri's extradition, authorities in-
tercepted a Dec. 25 telephone
call between Meskini-and an un- .
identified individual’in Algeria.
During the call, Meskini stated
that he and Haouari knew Res-
sah, that Kessam was part of a
wellorganized group and that
Haouari was part of the same

~ network.

After Meskini was arrested, he
allegedly admitted to authorities
that he considered Haouari to be
a “very important brother,” who .
was knowledgeable about jihad, .
or fighting the enemies of Islam.

" Meskini allegedly told Haoua-
ri about his desire to participate

.in jihad, according to court pa-

pers. Haouari then told Meskini
about Ressam, who had fought in
the Algerian jihad and who had
contacts in London and Afghani- -
stan. He allegedly referred to .
Ressam as Abu Reda, ) .
Early in December, Haouari al-
legedly called Meskini and told

" him that Ressam was in Vancou-

ver but would be coming to Seat- -
tle and would need Meskini's as- '
sistance, :
Haouari allegedly said that
Meskini could escort Ressam in
the United States and translate
for him. A few days after the con-
versation, Haouari allegedly told :
Meskini that he had given his .
number to Ressam., ‘
According to court papers,’

. Ressam contacted Meskini and .

said he wanted Meskini to meet
him in Seattle in mid-December.

Meskini traveled to Seattle, but
the meeting never took place be-

cause Ressam was arrested Dec.

14.
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