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| Acknowledgments: Mrs. Johnson; President & Mrs.

Ford; President & Mrs. Carter; President & Mrs. Bush;

the First Lady; and let me also acknowledgé two people

who could not bé here tonight: Mrs. Reagan, I khow, had
~ hoped to join us — but of course one of the things we all
admire about her is the loving dedication sh¢ has shown

to President Reagan, especially in these past few difficult
- years. ‘

Also: Sen. Robb & Mrs. Robb; Bob Breeden, Hugh

Sidey & members of the White House Historical
Association, who have done so much to make this |

celebration possible; the U.S. Marine Band; Chief Usher

Gary Walters; and the many, many unsung heroes of the

White House staff who have made this place function, day
, ) ' :
in and day out, for two centuries now.
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[A little more than a week ago, on Novcmbér lét, we
celebrated the 20‘0th anniversary of John Adams’ arrival
here at the Presidént’s HOuSe. It’s ‘inte‘festing to note that
during his four months living here, Ad‘ams‘held very few
dinners or parties.like this one: there was simply too
rﬁuch bitterness over the electioﬁ of 1800. Well, I think
it’s wonder‘ful-that tonight, amid the hard fought confest

,.of 2000, we can ?:ome thoge_therv to célgbfate what unites us
~ our common history and dur‘lbve of this house and all _‘it
represents. | l

| I have b.een‘delighted just to sit and listen to the
stories that Presideﬁts Ford, Carter and Bush have shared
with us tonight. It Strikes'me'=that all of us who have
serve.d and lived in this rémarkéble house have

experienced so many of the same thoughts and emotions.
2




The feeling of profound privileg‘e. .. the overpowering
presence of history... and thé knowledge that we are all,
in the end, short-term residents.. (I’11 try not to dWéll on

the latter tonight.)

The stories wé’ve share‘d,tonight are personal
reflections, but also part of ournatio;lél“he'r‘i‘tage. In fhis
and so many Ways, the White House is a parado}(: It i‘s. :
the Presidént’s home, but .alls'o‘ the people’s house. It i‘s“a
| ~ historic treasure, but also a IiQiﬁg,;' cha_nging_place.. ;It' |

- gives quiet refuge toa sirigle' family,‘iand ﬁlnctidné, at the.

~ same time, as the face that America shows the world.




Hisfory fells us that, even as the city’s planners |
'debate‘d the final désign of this house, masons laid its
~ stone foundatibns (more‘than four feet thick. Like our
naﬁon’s Founders, thesel men were building a monument
to freedom, and they wanted it to-last. Over the course of |
two centuries, this hpuse has withstood war aﬁd fire andh
bulldozers; just as its inhabitants have faced the stemést

tests in times of national crisis.

In this remarkable audience are former residents of
the White Hoﬁse,Ait»s stewards, and'i’tt‘s histdrians. There 1s
little I can tell you that you don’t already kndW. But I do
ask you to mérvel at the history of this one room alone,

and how it tells the story of America.




The East Room b_égan, as many Sf you know, as fhé
Adams’ laundry room, criss-croséed by‘ clothes liﬁes but

~ otherwiée empty. It was here, sooh éfter, that President
B Jeffersdn unrolled maps of a bouﬁtiful coﬁtihent, to pvla‘n |
fhe Lewié and Clafk é;ipedition. It was here that’!
President Lincoln‘intr’oduced'his'ﬁew‘ general-in—éhief,
U_IYSses S. lGrant, to well—.—wishers SO enthﬁsiastic.that tﬁe»
| General had to standvon a sofa to ax?oidbein'g' trampled. It
- was here, more fragiCally, tﬁat Lincoln lay in Stéte;; and
here, a century later, :th”at President J ohpson signed thé
Civil Rigﬁts Act, %o further Athéfréédomsythat"LinColn died
for. In thi.s same room, neérly 25 yéars agé, GeraldAF ordl‘.‘

took the oath of office and Was sworn in as President.




" In these two hundré‘d years, the Wh‘itc.House has ,é;lso
been home to 40 Prye“éidéntsn aﬁd theiij fafniliés ~ including |
mine. For me, every dayher.:e ha§ been an honor. From
mommgs w1th my famlly ine"clhe S’Olérium. .. to vevénin gs A‘
aloﬁe in'the"Tféaty Room, {Krhi.ch servie's‘ as my study. aﬁd;
50 often over the yéaﬁé, as rﬁysaﬁétuary. It has -beén a | .
thrﬂl simply to work at the desk mthe Tre,’aty Roigm y the
vg“r‘andr Walﬁut 'v»te;bvlé used by PreSident, Gfan,t and his | |
" Cabinéty’ byﬁyou Pfe‘siudet,‘iti(hl‘artér A;in}‘signi’ng the Caﬁp |
Dav1d accords and six years ago by Yltzhak Rabm of

'Israel and ng Hussem of J ordan in endlng the state of

war between their two nauons. |




Hillary and I have loved this Ihouse. If 1s whefe our
daughtef, Chelsea, has grown up; it is where we have
spent our most precious moments with family and friends.
We will be forever gfatéful to the American people for

letting us make it our home for nearly eight years.

Hillary, as many of you know, has téken an éctive
interest in saving America’s treasures, and regards the
White House as one of our greatest treasures of all. From
- the day we moved in, she has vde\‘loted herself to

| preserving the White Hqusé itself, ov.erseeing everything
from the restoration of public rooﬁﬁs_to the selecﬁon Qf the

bicentennial china which flatters our tables tonight.




I thank her especially for installing sculpture in the

7 acqueline Kennedy Gafdenz and for her"viéion of the |
White Hodse as a living museum, e showcase for the full
diversity of our ‘na‘t‘ional euiture. Hiuary has eigniﬁcantly |
expanded the White House Endowment Fund — which i

Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Bush helped create — to preserve the

house and its collections, so that all fl;ture Visi‘tors, w111 |
better understand our nation’s pastv.ﬁ

Soon, some of us will be. péI"t of that past. And when
I leave here — es you have, as We all must —I will depart |
with a deep feeling of gfatitude. For the White House has
never belonged to any one of us; it -belongs to 31_1 of ds. It
is the American people who have gfanted us the privilege
‘to walk these.corridofs, to live within these walls, and I

know I will never forget that.
| 8




I think tonight of t_hé words of an Englishnaan,
Charles Di.ckens, who visited this house in 1842. Dickens
attended one of the funétidns they called “Lévees;’; and as
he walked through the White Hoﬁse, _listening to the
Marine Band play, he marveled at the crowd assem‘bl‘ed.
| Hére is how Dickens‘described it in his American Notes:
“Every man, even among the miscellaneous: crow_d in the
hall Who were admitted \.vitho.ut' any orders or tickets to
look on, appeared to feel that he was part of the
Institution.” |

~ We are all part of this institution — all Americans,
however humble, whatever our origins. That, I bélieve, is
the true majesty of this house. I thank you all for your
part in 1ts hlstory, and for ) JOlnlng H111ary and me in this
celebration. Now I hope you w111 join 'us in the Grand
Foyer for a speCi_al, bicenténnial performance of the

| -Marine Band. Thank ydu.,
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Mrs. Johnson, President and Mrs. Ford; President and .

 Mrs. Cafter; President and Mrs;\ Bush; distinguished

~ guests; .

It has been said that an'invitation to a White House

dinner is one of the highest compliments the President can

| beétdw on anyone. Well, tonight, Hillary and I would
amend that to s.ay‘that an even higher compliment has
been bestowed by your presence here this evéﬁing. Néver
beforé, in two hundred years of history, have fhis many
former Presidents and First Lédies‘ gathered at the White

~ House. This is truly a remarkable occasion.




~Hillary and I are grateﬁli beyond words to havé B
served as temporary stewards of the Pebple’s House these
last eight years. The honor of living here is excceded |
‘ohly by the pr'i_vileg'ev of service to the Arﬁerican people
that cémes wi"th the lgey to the front dool_r. In thévﬂs’hort
span of 200 years, those who have been ylifted by the
wings of history and set upon this place, have not only |
shaped their times. . .they have left behihc} a living legacy

for our own.

All of you, in ways _both big and small, have cast
your light upon this house and left it, and ouf couﬁﬁy
brighter for it. For that Hillary and I and all Americans

owe you a great debt of gratiti;de.




I salufe you and all those yét to grace these halls with
the words of thé first océupant of the White House, John
Adams, who said, “I pray to heavcn to bestow the best of
blessings on this hmisé, and all that shall hereaftér inhébit
it. May noné but the honest and wise rule under this

roof.”

Thank you.




| SCANNING INSERT SHEET

REMAINDER OF CASE NOT SCANNED




Draft 11/09/00 4:15pm
Jeff Shesol

“PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Acknowledgments Mrs. Johnson; President & Mrs. Ford; President & Mrs. Carter; .
President & Mrs. Bush; the First Lady; and let me also acknowlcdge two people who could not
be here tonight: Mrs. Reagan, I know, had hoped to join us — but of course one of the things we
dmire about her is the loving dedication She has shown to President Reagan especially 'Pfgﬂme F“""L

W difficult years |

Also: Sen Robb & Mrs. Robb Bob Breedcn Hugh M}é members of the White

House Historical Association, who have done so much to make this celebration possible; the
- U.S. Marine Band; Chief Usher Gary Walters; and the many, many unsung heroes of the White

House staff who have made thisplace function, day in and day out, for two centuries now. -

[A little more than a week ago, on November 1 , We celebrated the 200™ anniversary of
John Adams’ arrival here at the President’s House. It’s mterestmg to note that during his fexr™ Fzev
months,here, Adams held very few dinners or parties like this one: there was simply too much ‘
Q/Eft_te?néss over the election of 1800. Well, I think it’s wonderful that tonight, er mle
U*"’M\ the hard fought contest of 2000, we can come together to celebrate what unites us — our( v
hxstory and our love of this house and all it represents ]

I have been delighted just to sit and listen to the stories that Presidents Ford, Carter and
Bush have shared with us tonight. It strikes me that all of us—&# who have served and lived in
this remarkable house Zhave wapenenced so many of the same thoughts,-«‘oo
emotions. The feeling of profound privilege... the overpowering presence of history...

and the knowledge that we are all, in the end, short-term residents. .(I’1l try not to dwell on the
latter tonight.).

The stories we’ve shared tomght are personal reﬂectlons but afgalso part of our national
heritage. In this and so many ways he Wh%l;e House is a paradox: It is the President’s Hotser Aeovel bﬂ«f"
arsl  burbe ople t1s a historic treasure, but also a hvmg, changing place. It 64;&20

' is quiet refuge foPa single fannly, ‘ﬁ- functlomn‘? at the same time; as the face that America
shows the world. .

History tells us that, even as the city’s planners debated the final design of this house,
masons laid its stone foundations more than four feet thick. Like our nation’s Founders, these
men were building a monument to freedom, and they wanted it to last. Over the course of two
centuries, this house has withstood war and fire and bulldozers; just as its mhab1tants have faced
the sternest tests in times of national crisis.

In this remarkable audience are former resi‘derits of the White House, its stewards, and its
‘historians. There is little I can tell you that you don’t already know. But {ask you to marvel at
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the history of this one room alone, and how it tells the story of America. The East ‘Room began,
as many of you knqw, as the Adams’ laundry room, criss-crossed by clothes lines but otherwise
empty. It was herethat President Jefferson ﬁ-rs'tgunrolled maps of a bountiful continent, to plan
the Lewis and ClaeT( expedition. It was here that President Lincoln introduced his new general-
in-chief, Ulysses S. Grant, to well-wishers so enthusiastic that the General had to stand on a sofa
to avoid being trampled. It was here, $69, that Lincoln lay in state; and here, a century later, that
President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act, to further the freedoms that Lincoln died for. In
this same room, nearly ago, Gerald Ford took the oath of office and was swom
in as President.

17 iy .
wine _
In these two hundred years, the White House has also been home to 40 Presidents and

their families — including mine. For me, every day here has been an honor. From mornings with

my family in the Solarium. .. to evenings alone in the Treaty Room, which serves a study
and, so often, my sanctuary. It has been a thrill simply to work at the desk irmégn);— the

ident Grant and his Cabinet; by you, President Carter in signing -
op in endlng the state of war

Lﬂ‘(tMF‘ﬁ‘efu\-@ MW

Hlllary and I have loved this house. It is where our daughter, Chelsea, has grown up; it is
where we have spent our most precious moments with family and friends. We will be forever
grateful to the American people for letting us make it our home for nearly eight years.

grand walnut table used by Prg
the Camp David accords; and
between Israel and J ordan. :

Hillary, as many of you know, has taken an active interest in saving America’s treasures,
and regards the White House as one of our greatest treasures of all. From the day we moved in,
she has devoted herself to preserving the White House itself, overseeing everything from the
restoration of public rooms to the selection of the bicentennial china which flatters our tables
tonight. I thank her especially for installing sculpture in the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, and for
her vision of the White House as a living museum, a showcase for the full diversity of our -
national culture. Hillary has significantly expanded the White House Endowment Fund — which
Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Bush helped create — to preserve the house and its collections, so that all
future visitors will better understand our nation’s past.

Soon, some of us will be part of that past. And When I leave here — as you have, as we all
must — I will depart with a deep feeling of gratitude. For the White House has never belonged to
any one of us; it-belongs to all of us. It is the American people who have granted us the privilege
to walk these corridors, to live within these walls, and I know I will never forget that.

I think tonight of the words of an Englishman, Charles Dickens, who visited this house in
1842. Dickens attended one of the functions they called “Levees”; and as he walked through the
White House, listening to the Marine Band play, he marveled at the crowd assembled. Here is
how Dickens described it in his American Notes: “Every man, even among the miscellaneous
crowd in the hall who were admitted without any orders or tickets to look on, appeared to feel
that he was part of the Institution.”

We are all part of this 1nst1tut10n - all Americans, however humble, whatever our or1g1ns
That, I believe, is the true majesty of this house. I thank you all for your part in its history, and
for joining Hillary and me in this celebration. Now, I hope you will join us in the Grand Foyer
fora spe01a1 blcentenmal performance of the Marine Band Thank you.
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b(7) Releasc would disclose information compiled for law enforecment
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Releasc would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b}(9) of the FOIA]




Jeffrey A. Shesol
10/30/2000 10:39:03 AM

Record Type: Record

To: John Poliack/ WHO/EOP@EOP

o Joshua S. Goftheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP, Mara A. Silver/ WHO/EOP@EOP
Subject: Adams

JP,
| believe you're the one doing the timewarp event this Wednesday... Here's what | know.
We will not be re-enacting the burning of the White House. Unless W. wins.

The pre-brief will take place at the elevator in the residence (no kidding) at noon, and the program runs
from 12:10-12:30. The President will step out onto the Blue Room balcony, overlooking the South Lawn;
and the speaking program is as follows:

1) Director Stanton {of the National Park Service) will welcome everyone.,
2) David McCullough will speak on Adams (since he is now writing a big fat and sure-to-be- bestselhng
book.on Adams) and introduce...
3) POTUS.

What he says is largely up to you; Sharon Kennedy (of the ‘Social Office, who has ownership of this event)
thinks’ he should tatk about'the White House itself and Adams' stamp upon it. He also has'to catl for the
re-enactment to begin.

Anyway, Sharon wants to do a conference call at. some point today with the speechiwriters for Stanton &
McCullough to coordinate all this, and you should take the lead here in directing the others
(understanding, of course, that McCullough is going to do his Adams shtick one way or another). So if
you could, please give her a call (6-6749) sometime this morning to set up the conference call.

In the audience will be members of the WH Historical Assoc. (up on Jackson Place; they should be
providing you with materials at your request); members of the McCullough family; and possibly members
of the Adams family (snap snap).

The press release will go out this afternoon -- someone in the press office named Erica is responSfble for
it.

And lastly: 1l be doing the remarks for next week's 200th anniversary celebration, so if you wouldn't mind

keepmg me posted, I'd appreciate it. Thanks. )
Enjoy... R 1 hovo fe—‘\[{_

Jeff .

‘ [003]
P6/(b)(6)
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,' ) _;‘carvmg was .2 well-established craft

they took steps to get the work underway even though
no actual plans existed and no architect had yet been -

selected.

The Stone PrOblehi

In the late eighteenth century, large cities such as
Boston, Philadelphia, and New, York had estabhshed i
stone industries, utihzmg local or regional stone‘
quames with the necessary mfrastructure to freight' N

the rough or cut stone by land or water. . In
Philadelphia, there was a variety of local stone. types
to choose from, including marble in a-range of colors.
Such stones were used in a variety of ways, including

fine architectural stonework cut for decorative features -
such as door and window trim, staircases, classical
columns and fireplace mantels Furthermore, stone .

. iarge-scale craft or mdustry, however exxsted in or’;}.
near the newly created District of Columbia. Much of .
the stone used for architectural trim on eighteenth-. .
' 'century bunldmgs in Virginia and Maryland had been
pre-carved and 1mported from England, such as

Purbeck or Portland stone. It would have been
relatively easy to build of brick, as there was a plentiful

. supply of good clay—but the President wanted stone.

The magnitude of the task—to build a large public
building of stone—must have been evident to all
concerned. Three options existed for obtaining the
stone. The first was to import it from England..- This
was probably unthinkable for a building symbo]ic of
a new nation that had just broken away from Engiand
* Altematively, stone could have been ordered from one
- of thé larger American cities, but the logistics of this
~ option were formidable. The third - possibility was to
engage one of the small local quarrzes that supphed

stone for tombstones and buxldmg trim. The.

' Commissioners exercised the last option, though it is
doubtful they really knew the size of the job ahead.

There were outcroppings of stone along the
Potomac River that had been utilized for ma'hy years,
but never on a large scale. One of these outcroppings -
was along Aquia-Creek, some forty miles south of the

newly created District of Columbia. The Aquia stone

was selected by the Commissioners for both the White

.No.. such.v.i

‘ Hooso'and the United States Capitol. They chose this V

stone primarily because the quarries were served by
water transportation, making the stone relatively
accessible to the building sites in Washington. Even

though it was unclear whether sufficient Aquia stone -

could be obtained to meet their expectations, they
purchased'a quarry and began to extract stone for the
foundation walls of the White House. This work
commenced pnor to the preparation of architectural
des:gns or drawmgs

The Aquia Creek -
. Storze Quarries

v

The Aquna -Creek sandstone used for the White
House was commoniy known asa freestone meaning

a stone that can be worked freely in any direction -
. because the gram or bedding layers are not suffxcxenﬂy
. pronounced to mterfere with the splitting, cutting ¢ or
carving of the stone In the geologic_ time chart, this . ;
stone resulted from the depOSition of sediments along-. .. -
" the coastal plain in the Lower Cretacedus age over 100 .

million years ago. Itis principally composed of quartz

sand, with pebbles and pellets of clay, all cemented

together w1th silica. This stone is easy to cut and to
carve because of the soft cementation. Unfonunately,
this sofmess also ‘contributes to poor weathering. The

quality of the stone will vary even within the same

quarry due to the amount of cementation present, to
flaws such as the clay deposits'and pebbles, and to
minute cracks that are sometimes hard to detect until
the' stone is' cut or carved. In color, the Aquia stone

ranges from a tawny white to a soft pink with vibrant

streaks of rust caused by mineral deposits.

Aquia’ stone was bemg quarried from several -

locations in Stafford County, Virginia. Small quarries
situated on a°15-acre island astride Aquia Creek would
eventually supply most of the stone for the President’s

Palace. Surrounded by tidal marshes and virtually
invisible today due to the overgrowth of vegetation

and trees, the exposed stone faces on the island must
have been rather prominent in their heyday when

" quarrying was undcrway; Although the Aquia Creek

is quite wide at this point, it is also very shallow. Only

at high tide could ships load the rough-cut stone




blocks and transport them down the creek to the’

Potomac River. From there they could sail upnver to
the new city.

The 1sland “had been acquired in the 1670s by
George Brent, and it remained in the Brent famlly for

generations. Another George Brent, a ‘de‘scendant,: B

deeded the land to the Commissioners in February,
1792. The extent of the quarrying operations at that
time is not known, though local buildings are known
to have had Aquia stone as decorative trim.
Presumably, the Brents had opened the several small
'_ quarries sufficiently that both the quantity and qualxly
of the stone was evident to the. Commissioners. To
~ develop the quarrying operation for the Federa] city,
however, the Commissibners needed a much larger

operatxon requiring additional labor, equ1pment and
transponatxon '

A Scotsman Takes Over

“In April of 1792, a Scottish master mason named
Collen Williamson was contracted to serve as overseer.
His duties were two-fold. In Stafford Coumy, he was
to develop and expand the modest operation at the

quatry in order to provide a large and reliable stone
supply for shipment to the Federal city. In Washington,

- he was to supervise the laying of the quarried stone
forthe foundations of the building, once the exact site

Fig. 1 Aerial view of Government Island, site of several quarrz&' that furmsbed stone for tbe White House. Located along Aqu ia
Creek in Stafford County, Vngmta about forty miles south of Washington, D.C., this tidal island is connected to the mainland
by marshy bogs and a man-made causeway. The present overgrowth conceals what was a rather extensive quarrying operation
in the 1790s. After quarrying, the blocks of stone were hauled to a dock, seen bere jutting out on the left edge of the island, where
they were loaded onto boats, then floated down Aquia Creek to the Potomac River and shipped upriver to Washington. Thousands
of tons of stone were quarried and shipped from this island Jor the szte House in tbe early 1790s. photo: Jack Boucher, NPS

" Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) . . d




. and design of the i)uilding were established. Without
an architect ‘or a final design for the White House, it
was all rather chaotic at this stage,

Collen Williamson seems to have been the nght man
for the job, at least initially. Sixty-five years of age, he
was an experienced master mason from the village of
" Dyke, in northeastern Scotland. Coming froma family

of stone masons, he was accustomed to operating as
a master builder in the trad1t10nal meaning of the term.” .
Why he came to the United States at that point in his

life is not known, but it was probably for the same
economic difficulties that led other skilled craftsmen
_té migrate to America during the next several years.

Tt was hkely that Williamson took over a sporachc
: quarmng operatlon with- relatzvely low’ produchon

. The few quarrymen at Aqu:a ‘could not begin to deal
. '~ 'with the needed quantity-of. stone.. Inmally, the order
TR from Pierre Charles L’Enfant (then in charge of Iaymg

out the city and its prmapal ;bmldmgs) called - for

"L 99,000 cubic feet, or over eleven ‘million pounds of
_ii+ stone just to- build the foundation walls! That ‘was .
" roughly twice the amount finally needed, but L'Enfant °

had envisioned a much bigger building than was
subsequently built. To begin this enormous task, the

Commissioners hired “twenty five able bodied negro

men Slaves to be employed at the quarries.”

Williamson had to teach ‘the slaves the task of -

quarrying. The names of these quarry workmen have
gone unrecorded. We only know that they were
~ allowed a diet of pork and bread, with a dally ration

of onie pint of whiskey for ‘each man. Workmg the

stone would be a long and arduous task, continuing
through the long hot summer days and the frozen
winter months.

‘ Qudwing The Stone

Williamson’s task was to continue the quarrying
operation on the island in Aquia Creek, but on a much

larger scale. Vegetation had to be cleared away to .
expose new stone surfaces. Usually, the upper reaches _

of the exposed stone were of little use because the
stone was damaged by vegetation, tree roots, and the

continual splitting and heaving caused by frost over

" time. Using considerable labor, the damaged stone
surfaces were cleared away and discarded. When it

appeared that fhey‘ had reached good stone,’ the

. quarriers used very labor-intensive techniques to free
. relatively large blocks of stone. First, they chiseled

(actually picked) a vertical face on an outcropping of
the stone which would serve as a working plane from

~ which thef could measure and begin to plan the

removal of blocks, of stone. Using hand~p1cks they’
then cut two ‘trenches four to six feet deep into the
stone, perpendxcular to the face of the stone and

'roughly ten to twenty feet apart. To minimize waste,

these trenches were only about twenty inches wide,

‘providing barely enough room for a man to work with

a pick and cut a relatively smooth surface on each side
of the trénch. Then-a rear trench was cut behind and

. parillel o the initial stone face, and it connected the

two side trenches. ThlS last trench effecnvely created '
a very large rectangular mass of stone that could be

split into manageable 51zes e

The quarriers then chxseled shallow honzontal and .
vertical grooves one to two inches wide between the
trenches’ in the face of the stone. These€’ grooves '
provided a plane from which stone blocks could be
wedged away ‘from the main mass of stone. The
location of these grooves or cutting planes depend’ed
upon the presence of veins or other flaws within the
stone itself, as well as the specific size of stone needed.

The operation required 'cénsiderable judgement and -

experience, To split the stone away, a number of iron

- wedges were placed in the grooves about one foot

apart and systematically and uniformly driven into the
grooves, splitting the large block into the desired size.
It was a very slow process, involving a tremendous
amount of hard physical labor. '
_As soon as the stones were split into manageable
sizes; the)} were moved from the -immediate quarry
area on the island. Derricks or cranes were placed .
where needed to help lift out the blocks of stone that

-had been split away. These cranes probably consisted

of large wooden posts set into holes cut in the
undisturbed stone to support and steady the posts.

. They were equipped with large wooden pulleys with
" hemp ropes to provide leverage so the quarry men

could lift blocks of stone and set them in an adjacent
work area where the stones could be further cut and
dressed into the approximate sizes required for the

' White House.

To reduce handlmg problems and to eliminate




: .
,unnecessary wastage later when the stone was
delivered and worked at the job site, the final quarry
- blocks were not much larger than what was ultzmately
needed. However; a great deal of waste occurred at
the quarry, Obvious flaws had tobecut from the stone.
The trenching process also created debris, as did the

process of cutting the rough blocks down to the )

approximate sizes needed by the stone carvers.

Weight and handling were factors of ma]or
importance. Fach cubic foot of stone weighed about .
120 pourids: As a result, each stone that was quarried:
for use in the walls above the foundation was ordered

in dimensions correspondmg to a specific use, such

as for the wall, comice, balustrade or other locatxon '
" The dxrnen&ons specxﬁed for delivery of | stone from

the quarry were only slightly -1 arger. thin actually
réquired, reducmg welght for shipping and- handlmg
~ while allowing for fifial trlmmmg at the site.

~ After the blocks’ were“cut” at the: quirry “to the
approximate dimensions,- each was marked with

l ; ;dennfymg letters and numbers, -and then.probably

_hoisted onto wood sleds and dragged by teams of
- oxen down the hill to the stone loading dock at the
northeast corner of the island. There they would be
loaded by crane onto small ships for sthment down
the Aquia Creek and up-the Potomac River, some 40
-miles to the Federal city. ‘Three sailing ships, .the
’ Columbz’é the Ark, and the Sincerity, were used to
transport the stone. Each was capable of carrying more_

‘than 30 tons of stone, 4 . .

Millions of pounds. of stone blocks thus were
laboriously split out of the quarry for the White House,
cut'to useftl sizes, dragged to the water's edge, loaded
onto a barge or boat, sailed to Washington, unloaded,
and hauled to the stonecutter’s workshop at the
building site, only to be handled several more times
before they were finally placed into the walls.

Laymg Tbe Comerstone

Before any stone carving could get underway at the

.thte House, there were two problems that had to be
- resolved. First, there had ' to be a design for the

President’s House with drawings that would show the -

appearance, the details'and the dimensions. Second,

. announcements for two competitions, one ‘for the

‘entties to be'submitted before the fifteenth of July and .
+ noted that there was a prize of $500or a'medal of that
- value for the wmmng entry., T

" President’s House. Bom and educated. in Ireland, he
- was. working at that time as a .hotise "carpenter in,
: Charleston South Carolina. For hlS award ‘Hoban

highly skilled slone masons needed to be brought to -

the Federal city if this house were to be built of stone.,
The first problem was more easxly resolved than the

» second

 Thomas Jefferson, thén Sec‘ret’ary' of State and funiré

" President, had a life-long interest in architecture and

strongly believed that the best way to get a

distinguished design was to hold a compétition, a

practice that was little used in this country but which
was common in Europe jefferson drafted newspaper

Capitol and one for the President’s Housé, and
obtained approval from President Washington. Dated
March 14 1792 and published in the country’s major
newspapers the announced competition’ called for

James Hoban won: the de51gn competltlon for the

selected a gold ‘medal and took the remainder of the
$500 .prize in cash. Unfortunately, Hoban'’s original
drawings and design have not survived. Hoban
subsequeritiy modified the winning entry in order to
meet the expectations and demands of President
Washington and the Commissioners. Pleased with
their choice, the Commissioners awarded Hoban the
job of directing the entire construction process.

On August 2, 1792, President Wasllingtqn came to
the District of Columbia, surveyed the foundations,
and drove the final stakes for construction.
Excavations for the basement and part of the
foundations for a much larger house had already
begun under the orders of Pierre-L'’Enfant, who was
locating the major buildings and laying out the city

‘elaborate event to mark the “Laying of
Cornerstone.” '




fmally placed’the cornerstone. Although its precise
5t the ceremony reported that the cornerstone was laid

tass plate was embedded with wet mortar onto the
op surface ‘of the stone. The inscription was as

Tllis first stone of the President’s House
. was laid the 13th day of Octdbeér 1792, and
in the seventeenth year of the indepen-
dence of the United States of America.
George Washington, President
Thomas Johnson, |
Doctor Stewart [sid,
Daniel Carroll,
Commzsszonem
James Hoban Architect -
Collen Williamson, Master Mason.. "~
Vivat Republica

- After the ceremornes the group marched back to
Georgetown where they celebrated thh an elegant

dmner replete with. 16 toasts honormg every con- .

ceivable interest of the participants. Ironically, the

cornerstone ceremony had taken place_even though .
o the finaldesign of the: house was st111 unsettled

"Besides a stone supply, Wthh was dxfflcult to get
~ -in sufficient quantities, and the- contmumg revisions in
. ‘the building plans,
additional problem that prevented work f'rom pro-
ceeding very far. Few stone carvers were available to
carl'y out Hoban's elaborate design; this was, after all,

-an embellished stone building, one of the first in the

land. ~

Though the Commissioners had made earl 1er futile
attempts to lure stoneworkers away from good jobs in
Philadelphia, New York and Boston, they now had to

expand their search and follow up on earlier efforts

to obtain skilled labor from abroad.
In January of 1793, the Commissioners sent letters

to contacts in Great Britain, France and Holland

inquiring about tradesmen, including stonecutters.

‘With war in Europe, this was- not an opportune time

to travel to North America due te the risk of sea travel,

» othe foundatxons of the Presndent s House where they o
3tion has never been found, a newspaper account

%i‘the southwest corner of the building. An inscribed

.the Comm1ssnoners faced an )

: . .
Efforts to attract skilled stone masons -continued -

. throughout 1793. Meanwhile, master stone mason -

Collen Williamson proceeded with work at the White

‘House utilizing the few stonecutters he had and the

- additional laborers that could be trained. Despite the

clifficult work conditions and pressing schedule,

* Williamson’s crew did a very credible job, as evident

from the finished stonework on the ground floor. All-

't‘he stones except for the bold projecting window.
‘enframements were neatly dressed with hand-tooled
“vertical furrows covering their entire surface. »

The Carvers From Scotland

By eighteenth-century staﬁdards, the White House
‘was to be a very large building, measuring 87 feet

wide, 170 feet long, and 53 feet in height, with.

. foundations five feet deep and walls constructed of

‘quarry-faced blocks of Aquia stone. "While it was -

intended to be an all-stone building, only the exterior-

- walls of the ground story were constructed all in stone,

over four feet thick. Due to cost constraints in 1793

President Washington approved.a one story height

.; reduction and . the, Commlssxoners declared that the B
_exterior walls on the upper two stories would be brick

- with a stone facmg, instead of all stone. Yeteven these

./ -masonry walls were quite an achnevement
- three feet in thickness: - )

measunng

3

The magmtude of the pl'o;ect perhaps can be best »

k_understood by reahzmg that - each of the many

. .thousands of stones in the outsnde walls had to be cut;

dressed, handled and laid in place. Even more
impressive, they averagé roughly three feet long, one

“foot- high ‘and one foot deep, weighing about 360

pounds. Some wall stones are even twice this length

_and weight. )
" Given the quality of the stonework on the ground
" floor of the President’s House, it is unfortunate that

we know nothing about Collen Williamson’s crew at
that ‘stage of the work. About all we know is that
Williamson claimed to-have. started the work on the
8th of April, 1793, and had it completed by the 7th of

© August of the fol IOng year«——an 1mpresswe

" accomplishment.

The ground floor was entirely_faced with thick




blocks of cut and tooled stone, backed by rdugh—cut

stone. In addition, the ground floor windows had.

molded architraves and bold rustication around the
windows. This amounted to 514 lineal feet of stone
walling, twelve feet in height and four-feet thick,
which requrred that almost three million pounds of
stones be quarried, transported and worked by hand.

Despite this impressive start, the most difficult- and-

skilled part was yet to come, requiring.a team of
exceptionally talented stone carvers.

In their efforts to obtain from abroad the services of
skilled craftsmen; the Commissioners authorized a

"Philadelphia merchant named George Walker, who
"was travelling abroad on’ busrness to search for

. stonecutters .in England -and Scotland In London .
= Walker publrshed a broadsrde to attract craftsmen’ to )

"‘5." -the new Federal crty Accordrng to the broadside, th ,

would pay ‘the sea passage -for- stonecutters
to comé to America, éven provrdmg an advance to
cover expenses while, at sea. Single men were

ssroners were offenng the’ prevarlmg rate. fo' ‘

directly.. Reluctantly OBliged in this respect, the
Scottish stone masons were allowed to follow tradition®

-and took on white apprentices. The Scots were more
flexible than English craftsmen, who were more

stratified in their craft and specialties. In Scotland,
stonecutters were also stone masons. This meant that
Scottish stonecutter's would also lay stone, which was
of particular value in the labor short work force in

'V‘Amerrca Wrth the -additional skilled labor and

: apprentices now. available to master _mason Collen

. Williamson, work settled into something of 4 familiar

but very busy routrne consrstrng of 10 hour days, 6

: days a week.

When the pieces of stone, ordered according to size

Yand location for .the  White House, arrived in

preferred, but the samie travel arrangements applied -

s,

. to wives. o o \ )

" Walker's efforts met with no success in London, and
he went on to Edinburgh some months later. This was
a good time to recruit stone masons in Scotland; by

1793 a number of building projects had come to a halt . -

due to the economrc effect of Great Britain’s entry into
the European war.

In Edinburgh, Walker was successful in attracting
an experienced builder and stone mason named John
Williamson, who was perhaps related “to- Collen
Williamson. In addition, six other members of the
same masonic Lodge—Lodge No. 8—George

Thompson, James White, Alexander Wilson,

Alexander Scott, James McIntosh and Robert
- Brown—agreed to come to the Federal city in America

and work on the White House. From 1794 until 1798,

" when their stone work ended, there were some 10 to

12 stonecutters' working at the President’s House.
Other known stonecutters from the Federal pay
records were Alexander Reid, James Reid, Andrew
Shields and Hugh Sommerville.

Even with the enlargedwork force, the stonecutters

_needed considerable assistance. Unlike other trades at - -

the White House such as the ‘carpenters, the Scotsmen
objected to using slaves as hired help to assist them

“Washington, they were hauled over land to the large
?stone yard and sheds on the Presidential grol ads, "

'orth and east of the present building. There t
x 1nspected for’ proper sizé and qualrty 'Archi

"James Hoban estrmated that one €ighth of the stones-‘ -

from the quarry were not usable and had to beA

reordered

.. While Hoban had .designed the building, master

mason Williamson worked out the details and figured
how to actually build the structure. A complex maze
of stone work was involved as well as a tremendous

:_logistical effort. There were very few -identical pieces~

_of stone, and little opportunity to mass-produce similar

pieces.- Except for the ashlar, which were the plain
rectangular blocks of stone between the windows,

~ most stones were unique. On the south wall alone,

approximately forty distinctly different kinds of
architectural stone features néeded to be cut: window
sills, window architraves with moldings and ears,

"decorative consoles under the window. sills of two -

different types, window pediments of two different
types, carved support brackets under the pediments,
projecting pilasters that vdried in width from top to
bottom, very elaborate pilaster capitals carved in the
Ionic Order with scrolls, cabbage roses and leaves, a
full classical entablature consisting of a molded

" architrave, hundreds of stone dentils and modillions,

a crown molding, round balusters for the roof railing,
and cap stones. These are just a few of the examples’
and some of the variations. Nor does this take into

" account the right hand/left hand variants; the special

conditions that only occur at the corners; the curving




Flowers, Leaves And
Ribbons Of Stone
The actual cafving of the stone into. delicate shapes

such as flowers or leaves required the highest level of
craftsmanship. While there are few views of such skills

being performed in early America, the finished works
of art remain. Their beauty and vigor are marvelled- at
and appreciated even after the effects of weathermg :

for 200 years.

The carver needed to plan carefully and to visualize~
the finished product. There could be no mistakes.

Before taking a tool in hand, the craftsman had to plan
the approach to carving the pieces down to the most
’ precxse defail. As the unwanted stone was chiseled

away, the delicate, rose petals or other features were,.

gradually revealed “This was sculpturmg, a form of fine

artin every respect he dehcate carvmgs executed at

. the White House areat
‘talent of the stone carvers. L.argely~unnot1ced for the
past 200 years, they. are truly ‘deserving of the
recognition and. appreciation given to excepuonally
high levels of craftsmanship.

lbute to the achievementsand - pedmen

The more elaborate pieces of stone carving are

comprised of designs well known to students of .
classical architecture—in the eighteenth century as.

well as today. These more elaborate details, some of
which are illustrated here, include the following;
Guilloche: 2 chain of interlaced curves around a

series of circular voids. Bands of guilloche appear"
_under each wmdow onthe fxrst floor of the north, east

and west walls.
Imbrication: a pattem representing the overlappmg
of scales. This -decoration is used on supporting
brackets under the window sills of all the first floor
windows except for those on the north facade.
Acanthus Leaf Brackéts: carved brackets depicting

- acanthu$ leaves. They appear under the window.sills: ‘

on the north wall and the second floor wmdows of
the south east and west walls.
Console- a long carved bracket supportmg the

.the ﬁrst ﬂoor wmd@ws The consoles are

adorned with a long rolling acanthus leaf and a

flowered quatrefoil supported by a label corbel or
label stop of small acanthus leafs.

Fig. 12 No known views of the original stone carvers working at the White House exist. In fact, there are very few contemporary
. views of any stone carvers at work on American buildings. This éngraving was made from a drawing by the early American
architect William Strickland (1788- 1854). It shows a carver at work with his chisel, tooling furrows into a piece of stone, a craft
technique used on the ground floor stone walls of the White House. - Also seen here are the typical tools of the trade, including
the carver's workbench, square, level, bhammer, pzck straight edge, dividers, chisels, trowel and frame saw (on the ground at
lower left). Also visible are typical specimens of the stone carver’s ant, including column capitals, bases, moldings, arzd mortuary
work. Lawson Scrapbooks courtesy Library of The Academy of Natural Sciences of thladelpbta

v

-




Griffins: mythical creatures resembling -winged
lions. Two are centered in the inner arch of acanthus

. leaves over the north entrance doorway.

 Ionic Capitals: column .or pilaster capitals (or tops)

decorated with scrolls, cabbage roses, eggs and darts,

and acanthus leaves. They are used atop all pilasters
and columns. In the center of the capital, the rose

" petals are the ‘highest relief carvings on the entire

'_bUildihg. Tilted‘toward the ground to give the casual

" observer a three-dimensional view, the boldness and

Fig. 15 Detatl m the stone braclaets suppomng the ﬁrst ﬂoor

window sills on the south, east and west sides. The pattern,
~ known as zmbncat;on, ‘resembles overlappmg scales. photo
: szBuebner, NPS I :

" Fig. 16 A carved bracket under one of the second floor
windowsills. There are G4 brackets of this design on the White
House, and while it might be assumed that they are all

identical, each'ss slightly different, individually carved by

band and inserted into the wall. Since the bracket and the
wall stone are one unit, a large amount of stone bad to be
. _carved away to make.the flat surface behmd the pro]ectmg
bracket. pboto Tim Buebner, NPS.

“'compl’exity of these carvings are barely apparent from

the _ground. .
Ornament was not lust limited to classical

archltectural features. Common items became subjects
for permafient decomtnqqon the ‘White House and,

Fig. 17 A 'typical carved console supporting the first floor

. window ped;ments ‘Note the carved stone moldings that are

.. part.of the architraves enframmg the windows. photo: Tim '

'

_ Buebner, NPS




,made the mansnon ‘more American. These
appllcauons include the following:

Oak Leaves and Acorns: features from the gf,eat"

American forests were -intertwined in the outer
archway band over the north entrance doorway. They
are also seen on the brackets framing the door.

"Ribbons, Bows and Swags: festive items of .

ééleb_ration. Two swags festooned with ribbons, two

- bows, two large roses, hanging bell-flowers, oak

leavés, and a central medallion are 2 major ornamental
motif over the main north entrance doorway. '
Additional carvings were made for the door and
window architraves, and conSsiderable time was
required in constructing the building entablature and

with the United States Capitol, it was truly the finest
stonework in the new nation.

| They Left Their Mark

Pride, craft and self-identity have long been

._mextncably mtertwmed Stonecutters were no

the extended roof cornice, which had over 300 large

. stone balusters carved in the round by hand. The

was an outward expression of the symbolic
importance attached to the President’s House. Along

¢

Fig. 22 Many layers of ‘paint bad obscured the qualily of the ‘
carvings around the north doorway until this area was .-
stripped of its paint in 1984. pboto: Richard Cheek.

21

" exception.. Mason’s marks

geometnc des:gns

' composed of triangles, X's, arrows, and lines, were

carved into the stone to identify the work of the
individual craftsman. Generically called banker's
marks because similar symbols were w:dely used by
merchants to identify goods and products their use
can be traced back to the Middle Ages Whether on

richness of detail ‘and the fine quality in the carving - churches, palaces or fortifications, mason’s marks are .

;ommonly found on early stone buildings in Europe.

"In America, they appeared on buildings and

Fig. 23 Typical carved stone balustrade of the White House.
Many of the original sandstone balusters bave been replaced
over the years (i mamly with Indiana limestone), as their
extreme exposure makes them susceptzble to damage photo:
sz Buebner, NPS.




engineering works until about the 18405 when their
use declined. ’ ’

In eighteenth. century Scotland and England
operative or working stone masons granted a mark to
apprentices upon completion of their training as a
symbol of the knowledge and worth of the new
mason. In many cases, the granted mark was a

variation of the teacher’s or master mason’s desxgn,'.

providing a history and background to the fﬁmrén

employer. Registered and protected by the mason’s -

guilds or lodges, the symbol became the individual’s
identity. The marks served a practical purpd§e when
the extent and complexity of the work were measured

to determine the costs to the owner, based upon

“ certain rules, that js, the specxflc charges for dlfferent’

LAl

kmds of stone work. - : ,w.

"durmg perlods of renovation and altera

A»&Ai%f

Historic .

“Over 40 characters have been found and recorded

masons who worked on the White House during the

1790s, as well as the pamal rebuddmg after the 1814
fire, and during the addition of the north and south
porticoes in the 1820s.

_ Most of the White House mason’s marks are neatly
carved on the back or hidden surfaces of the building
stones, unseen until the stones were removed during
alterations, or restération work. During the extensive

“renovation of the’ Executive Mansion in the 1950s,
‘many mason’s marks were discovered and the stones

removed. Some were distributed by President.Truman
to state and other Masonic Lodges in North America,’
while a number of the stones were’ retained and the '
marks digplayed in two reconstructed fireplaces on the
ground floor, of the White House N

Lookmg at the White House .inason s marks is- )

’perhaps the closest we can come toqdentlfymg w1th e

-Modern

" Fig. 24 Examples of the mason's marks found upon the various stones at tbe W’bite House during the renovation and restoration
work. Over 40 marks bave been found. It bas not been possible to date or link any of these marks with stonecarvers known to
bave worked on the building in the 1790s. Carvers.working on recent restoration baue leﬂ their own marks. illustration: Tim

Buebner, NFS.
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- daytime to the low area beyond the south fence to graze: Late in the
“afternoon they were driven to the stalls in the west colonnade where they
‘were milked, then, for fear of thieves, locked up for the night. Hog and
- cattle stealing were common crimes in the federal city.!
“* It should be remembered thar at this time the house itself still ap-
peared unfinished. The north portico described earlier had not been
* buily; the place from which its pediment would project was a hole closed
“up with rough boards. Plaster had never been applied to the exterior
. 'walls of the wings. Raw lathing was exposed in the colonnades. When
‘Van Rensselaer’s committee located the original drawings of the White
House.at Hoban’s, they ordered construction to begin at once on the
north. portico. Soon Hobani appeared before them with a plan including
‘an elevation for a new stable and coach house at the end of the west
‘,wmg This the committee judged too large, for they feared it would cry
out- for a duplicate to balance it on the east. The proposal is of passing
interest, for Leinster House had such a stable complex set to the right of
‘the:principal block. Hoban may well have turned again to his Irlsh
.model, after 40 years. ‘ :
.- . The stable plan was tabled when the committee decided to accom-
'modate the livestock away from the house. Other projects received im-
" mediate attention: The East Room had never been properly furnished,
.though Monroe had bought some chairs and sofas for it; Adams acquired
two small.chandeliers and some chairs for the room, for which his politi-
‘ 'al enermes had attacked htm It remamed nevertheless a blg, unpamted-

he federal city awalted the arrival of Jackson. Genera

Van Rensselaer, at 65, was soon to end his years of serv-

: ice in the House of Representatives, and he planned to

retire at home in Albany. At the last minute he became concemed about
the condition of the house that was to receive Andrew Jackson and tot)
steps to improve it. The reason for his sudden interest can only be sup:
posed. Intimate with many prominent New York Jacksonians, he was:
‘exposed to their. exuberance over the recent victory. In glorifying their:
President, the White House was an obvious place to begin.

Preparing for the Hero

Van Rensselaer asked Charles Bulfinch to make a full report _tovthe
Committee on Public Buildings on the condition of the Presiden
House. On receipt of the report in January 1829 the committee rendered’:
an immediate verdict: What had.been a palace for John Qumey Adanx
was 100 shabby and run down for the hero-president to occupy. Treasury
cletks who came in every day from the country had been allowed.b
Adams to build horse stalls along the east fence of the Président’s. garden'
These, together with Ousley’s shanty toolhouses, were eyesores. m_vful

- view of the windows of the state rooms.

The stable at the end of the west wing was well venttlated bu

location below the windows of the State Dining Room was unfortuna
Its eight stalls were not nearly enough for Old Hickory's fine Tennesse
~ stock. Cows were also housed in the west wmg, being led durm' the:

829, -the-best example in America could be seen on the streets of nearby
a‘ltimore,' $0 - the members of the committee may have been familiar‘
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. that lighting there was as much a problem as it was on the street. The
* need for overhead lighting was obvious in a house where crowds assem-
‘bled often.- Lamps were dangerous when crowds were thick, for unless

~over. Sconces and chandeliers were the obvious recourse, but their can-

~ gaslight would cost.? - .- :

" tiage on February 11, 1829, having spent the night before in Rockville,
Méryland.; Met by a committee of Washington citizens at the Western

 The “national salute” planned to horor his arrival was canceled because

" Fra of Good Feelings was over. ‘Washinigtonians, . however, have_eve;‘;
" “been fickle in their political affections. Once Jackson arrived, his pres-
” -ence became the fascination of the town. He was not unwelcome: Soci;

they were set.up on mantels or shelves, they wete likely to be knocked

dles dripped hot wax, and oil fixtures sr'nudged' t_hé wallpaper. and .ceil— 3
ings. Gas was 'cleaner,—y'safer"; and burned more brightly. The committee:

" - authorized a temporary gas plant to be set up at the White H_ouse for ’
" experimental purposes, so that some idea could be galinedfabgut wha_t ~’

- Through Janusry ‘and earl?iF’e‘bruary’ the cgmmit'feev worked to ar-
range what it could, then inauguration fever tOok.gver“. Mpst of‘fh?@-
proposed projects, the gas system, plumbing, and others, were laid-aside:”

Except for repairs in the greatki(tg:hgr}é—znew st,ew—holes,,foi" hot water, an
. exténsion of the range, whitewashing—;‘:nothing was done ’the‘x; could

~ have disturbed Adams in_his last weeks in the White House. ‘The ngrth: :
“ portico was commenced within the mionth after }tac‘ksor_l’s: inauguration.”

.

| The 'Widowérh

The President-elect entered Washington quietly in a borréwed car-

Market, several blocks from the White House, he was escbrted up Penn- -
sylvania Avenue to Gadsby's Hotel; where quarters had been. prepared.

the “official counting of electoral .votes was still before the Congress.
When the counting was done and. the’ j‘ackson victory proclaimeda the
Washfﬁétbn Artillery was mustered- on the Mall to fire a ZI_Q—gun saluteim
honor of the electoral college and Andrew Jackson. . AP
- ... For several months the city had been filling up with Jackson sup-
pofté‘_rs from all over the nation. Many. of them were viewed with "Fonj,
~tempt by the citizens of the federal city, and particularly by society,
which felt it was out in the cold—or feared becoming so—now-thar the.

ety was ready for a taste of the democratic court. o
But there wasto be no court, at least for the time. Jackson and his

family circle were in deep mourning for Mrs. ]acksé't}; who had di(f:d just .3

'jAVhdrew:]ad;s(m . | - IR :'17

P

- between noon and three Vo"clock, and the general would be glad to re

"~ ceive them, but the black band around his arm’ was the signal that al

. interviéws were to be brief. Margaret Bayard- Smith wrote, “I never wit
nessed such ‘a dullness, nay gloom as that which pervades society.” Or
“the one hand the old order was “sick dnd melancholy,” and they- ha
packing to'do. The Jacksonians were bursting to crow, but in earshot o
the grieving hero they hesitated to, make much noise. “A party must be
grave and sober;” wrote Mrs. Smith, “to be a-la mode.” For a.momen
mourning'became- high style in the federal city.4 ) o

. Struck hard by his wife’s death, Jackson: spent as much time as he
-.could in seclusion. He and his wife had been the same age, 61, and had
- lived many happy years together. She had ‘grown fat in the contented
remoteness of her plantation, the Hermitage, near Nashville, Tennessee,
 but.the politics of the campaign ended her peace and hastened her death.
~She and Jackson were dragged mercilessly through verbal mud over the
: shadowyv-;cj‘rcum"stances. of their marriage.” Jacksori’s “enemies huirled
chatges of -bigamy and adultery at the coq;‘ile, accusing-them of being
morally unfit for public position. The charges were not easily dismissed,
.50 the pain was unrelenting,5 L T,
.~ . Daughterof a great pioneer family of Tennessee, Rachel Donelson
Jackson had brought Jacksoninto the most powerful circles of that region

- in the late 18th century. They had worked-hard, taken risks, and pros-

pered; he had won fame. She knew much about crops, managing slaves,
cooking, and remedies, but when presented with the prospect of going to

the White House she had cried, “ I would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of God ‘than live in that palace at Washington.”6 -~ .

++ . Her bereaved husband had laid her to rest in their garden on Christ-
'mas”Eve 1828, vowing fevenge on those who had slandered her. In
< ‘Washington he would take part in no celebrations: The pale; thin Gen-
eral- Jackson, clothed entirely in black, save for his white shirt, was a
surprise to those who expected a'strapping man. He stood one inch taller
thansix feet, but carried only 140 pounds. Those of his clothes that
survive fit'a man ‘with a narrow chest-and long skinny legs: They seem
small, even allowing for shrinkage of the fabric over time. Portraits show

a face sagging and furrowed by wrinkles: framed -by snow-white hair,

* which was long and brushed back so that it seemed to fly about him,

iridescent. in the light. ' B

*There was a military magnificence in his manner;. he rallied with
the expertise of a fine actor. Most of the time in public he covered his

-frail frame with a long full coat, ablaze with gilt buttons. Onrdaare o sall
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*” “and arrangements in the transfer of the White House, and the note went

hypnotic, and could rise to Jovian thunder when he was angry. The““‘
monumentality of the man, however, lay less in these realities than m
the legend he had become to the millions who had never seen him. -
- In private it was clear that Jackson’s political rise had been planned
and carried out by the advisers who. surrounded him. He had a courtly
manner, but little of the restraint that comes from pohtncal experience;
Although capable of noble-and manly acts of generosity, he could seldorn
“raise his level of vision above personalities. He set great store by his
- private opinions of peoplé, and he was often’ correct. But his frequent
“tiradés kept his advisers hopping. For in large part they had created .
Andrew Jackson the President from Andrew Jackson the hero. But they
would find soon enough that their Presrdent could not always be relied
- upon to do their bidding.” -
' Premdent Adams sent a cordial note to Gadsby $ regardmg comforts ‘

V Wllllam B. Lewrs, ]acl(son 5 old frlend and prime errand runner, or An—
drew Jackson Donelson, who was Mrs. Jackson’s nephew and who had
“been reared at the Hermrtage Which of these made the necessary ar-
rangements is uncertain; Martin Van Buren called on Adams, with Jack- -
son’s permission, and he could have brought up the matter. Adams’s

letter of recommendation for his steward opened the door for dealing
B dlrectly with Antoine Giusta, but it can hardly be imagined that Jack- -
son’s agents would have shown themselves at the White House wrthout o
the President’s permission. -~ = "

]ackson s incoming staff—if such it-could be called-—-—knew nothmg
foof managmg 50 large an establishment, ‘much less feeding thousands of
-people-at 6ne time. All of his servants were slaves who had worked under
Ms. Jackson’s management probably for the better part of their lives.
They were country folk. So for ‘the ‘time Adams s employees were kept
-ony including Giusta and Madame Grusta, the housekeeper The work of
.unanswered. Jackson insisted that- if Adams had not personally msulted preparmg for the inaugural day reception ‘was_left to them.?
Mrs. }ackson he had perniitted his party to do so. A second note recom-
mending Adams s steward, Antoine Michel Giusta, for employmem was ¥
also ignored. Martin Van Buren was uncomfortable with Old Hickory’ s
petformance, ‘but Jackson despised Adams,. and that was that.® l

"By the last week in February 1829 President and Mrs. Adams had ;
decided to remain in Washmgton ‘Wagons moved between the White -
House and a rented brick mansion on Meridian Hill, carrying their
trunks and furniture and boxes of the President's papers. Late in’ the
- afternoon of March 3, the day. before the inauguration, the Adams coach:
stopped before the north door, and all of the household but the President :
entered it and were driven to ‘the new house. John Quincy Adams stayedf
behind to look over his garden as he customarily did at day s end, then
always a devoted walker, tramped down the road alone to ]om l’llS famlly

"t the White House after the inauguration would bé.numerous.. Giusta
set up’ three long tables for food in the East Room; not customary at the
White House, but his intuition must have told. him the State’ Dining
‘Room would be too small. The.steward mixed large quantities of lemon-. _
.ade and orange punch, which he flavored heavily with -whiskey. Freezer
after freezer of ice cream was produced, then transferred to _metal
“containers and carried down long ladders into the cool depths of -
he icehouse in the west wing, where it was packed. in ice and straw
until the party begar. Coal fired the range. and the Rumford roasters
n the ﬁrcplace walls for baking; the tin pans—which were 6n.hand
in the ‘White House kltchen in almost unbelrevable numbers——ylelded ‘
cakes pies, and breads,'* ~ - : : :
" Inauguration day dawned hazy and mtermrttently misty. A slrght
vchnll sharpened the air, and coal fires warmed some of the rooms at the
waiting White House. Early risers found Pennsylvania Avenue already a
sea of people all the way to the Capitol grounds, where only the well-
dressed and presentable were admitted beyond the gate. Those who
assed inspection were numerous. The Capitol was jammed with people,
its ‘windows bnstlmg, its. terraces crowded, its parapet lmed with the-
younger and more agile spectators.

" -Packed among the columns of the eastem portlco were the Demo—
crats” female “laminaries, with their bright “drapery” and ‘“waving
Plumes " At last the hero was there. He walked bareheaded in ‘a group of

r._-,_._.,,‘l,‘. R BN LT BRI I | . ot P 2

The Inaugural Recepuon

The Pre51dent s House was abandoned to the }acksomans Like hls;.
. father before him, Adams did not attend the ceremony that ended his .
Presidency. About three-quarters of a day passed before the new Presi-
dent arrived. Contrary to the legend that has him and his people rushing ‘
on the White House unannounced, the house was more than adequately
ptepared. The process of transfer was undoubtedly well along before.. §
Adams moved out, although Jackson’s aides may have kept this from .
him, lest he fly into a rage over coopcranorr wnth his enemy.

R K] va S

" A look into the busy streets was enough to indicate that the callers .
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-unruly. In the oval drawmg room, where he had retreated from hls ad~
. mirers, President Jackson was pressed against the wall and began gaspmg
for want of air.
--Jack Donelson and some others fought.through to him and, Iocking
‘_arms, ‘created a barrier, giving him room. Slowly they drew him back
-~ through a window on to the south portico, then hurried him down the
" stair to the ground. Lifted into a coach, President Andrew Jackson was
‘rushed through the gates and off to his quarters at Gadsby’s Hotel. -
- Few realized that the President had left. The marshals, who did
*. know, no longer assumed responsibility, and no one had shown the fore-
- sight to call in a sufficient number of police. Masses of people continued
. to pour in from the streets. At about three o'clock Mrs. Smith and her
party rose from their'naps and, thinking that the inaugural crowd would
be smaller, went to pay their respects. “But what scene did we witness!”
she wrote, “The Majesty of the People had disappeared, and a rabble, a
© mob, -of boys, negros, women, children, scrambling, fighting, rompmg
‘What a pity what a pity!” :
' To draw people from the congested house, Glusta sent the.servants
out from the basement with washtubs full of punch, which they set on
the ground in the fresh air. Though a part of the crowd pushed through
the open windows of the oval drawing room and down the south stairs,
: the state rooms were ‘still crammed with people of every character and
-every class. When the last finally departed, and when the gates were
closed behind them, is not known. R
. Three days later the local newspaper, the Washington Czcy Chronicle,
Tote: “We regret to say that the President’s hospitality on this occasion
as in some measure misapplied. The disorder was considerable, as many
ere admitted, perhaps unavoidably, that certainly ought not to have
been there. There is somethmg due to the dignity of the Presidency as
-well as the character of the nation on such occasions.” The chief source,
Margaret Bayard Smith-—no admirer of Jackson—declared that “Ladies
and gentlemen only had been expected at this Levee, not the people en
“masse.. But it was the People s day, and the People’s President and the.
People ‘would rule . . - The noisy and disorderly rabble in the Presi-
ent's; House brought to my mind descriptions I had read, of the mobs in

on the east portico, the sun suddenly burst through the clouds. Of that
moment, Mrs. Smith wrote a week later that “the shout that rent the air,’
still resounds in my ears.”tt
When the speech was over, Jackson was escor{ed through the Capi- -

tol and down the hill on the west side to the gates that opened on
Pennsylvania Avenue. There he could not move until a passage was -
hastily cleared through the crowd. He mounted his fine gray horse and ‘
began the slow procession toward the White House. The parade marshals
surrounded him in a circle, two of them mounted, or there would have
been no moving at all. Even so, the trek to the White House occupled :
" the better part of an hour.
- At the President’s Park, the White. House must have appeared to :
float on the mass of humanity. There were no big trees, those having o
been cut during the grading and improvement of the square and the -
White House yard; one wonders if John Quincy Adams’s smaller treés -
survived the day. People had pushed open the iron gates and covered the
“grounds. They were noisy but orderly, and the sea happily parted to allow
democracy’s Moses to pass to his door.!? . L :
Jackson went to the oval saloon; where in Monroe’s crimson and -
glitter he began receiving the congratulations of the cream of his Demo-
cratic followers and the officials of foreign nations. This seems to have -
continued for about an hour, with the numbers swelled by prominent. =
ladies and gentlemen, some of whom had journeyed far to enjoy this day. -
The weather turned warm. People had dressed against the cold that .
~ morning, but in the afternoon, having walked in the sun from the Capi-
. tol and stood in its glare in Lafayette Park and in the yard, they were
. hot. With apparent patience they awaited admission into the crowded
and stuffy house. At White House receptions heretofore, the stréam
would have slowed and stopped after about an hour and a half. Not so
this time, and it only seemed to increase: When the elite vanguard
had passed great numbers of people came who were readily termed’ at
the time “rabble.” They joined the push i into a house that had once been
‘forbidden to them. .
Inside, the eager callers boldly roamed the shadowy interior seekmg
Andrew Jackson. Within an hour of his atrival the shuffling of so many
feet could be felt in the trembling of the wooden floors. The crowd
poured into the oval saloon through its one hall door; to leave the: room
one had to go out the windows onto the south portico or through: th

only other door, that into the adjoining parlor on the west, which le
. the State Dining Room. The tendency of the stream was not to go-out;
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mg and cl eamng, no damage was recorded. Jackson continued to live at
@adsby s and conducted busmess there for the better part of a week. He
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“Mrs. Smith found her less.than proficient in the “useages of good soci-

- son’s tantrums, insults,"and general peculiarities patiently, staying pe

a visit to their old employers.: When Jackson learned that the Giustas

maintained his mournful solitude. Meanwhile such possessions as he had -
brought from home were unpacked at the White House. It was-about
March 10 when the President returned there to stay. From the wall-over -
- the mantel in the presidential bedroom upstairs, the portrait of a hand- -

some, smiling Rachel Jackson gazed down at her husband, her dark halr
veiled by a whlte mantllla embroidered w1th flowers. 14

Old Hickory’s House

After the boisterous send-off, the Jackson years ini the White House'
were relatively calm. The house was presided over by Jack Donelson’s
- petite, brown-eyed wife, Emily, who was his first cousin and alsc a niece-
of Mrs. Jackson’s. She was only 20 when she assumed the duties of offi-
cial hostess. It had been her wish to assist-her Aunt Rachel. Standlng
beside Rachel's coffin, Jackson had asked her to take his wife’s place in.
Washington. She rose to the challenge, and soon wrote to.a friend that
‘she was determined to. make the White House a “model Amerlcan
- home” for all women to emulate.!’s - - -

" Emily Donelson was an immediate success. Although old t1mers like.
ety,” she matured in her position, and had enough Donelson puish to
_more than get by. Reared on a plantation,.and trained to performas well
“as direct many kinds of domestic work, Emily saw that the house ran:
well. So much among people, she became a keen judge of them, helped;
doubtless, by instruction from her shrewd husband. She played an impor-
tant role in the Jackson White House not only as hostess but also as the
obJect of the general’s fatherly affections. 6 0

The. Adamses had encouraged the Giustas to stay at the Whlte
House because they might remain for many years on salaries higher than
they could earn in private domestic service. Giusta remained for the
duration of .the first administration. He and his wife bore Andrew Jack:

haps because of Emily Donelson. She was gentle and could work wonders
with “Uncle.” But the Giustas’ loyalty to the Adamses was bindin £
Frequently on a Sunday they would walk out to Meridian Hill-to pay

were spending Sundays with the Adamses, it made him angry. That
Madame Giusta sometimes carried gifts.of breads and tarts made him
furious. At the first confrontation Jackson conceded that it would be

permissible for the Glustas to see the Adamses now and then. Later he
] 1 1 . .1 O | LT IR DUURE ¢ ST,

‘posts of steward and housekeeper pai.d well, the Giustas kept silent.!?

Time passed, and by degrees the house was cleared of the lower level

‘servants left by Adams. Always hard up for money, the free-spending
Jackson eventually realized that he could save money by replacing hired
-servants with slaves from home. In 1830 the U.S. Census showed 24
‘people as.being attached to Giusta, including his wife, maids, cooks,

porters, gardeners, stablemen, and the doorman. The number was about -
average for the 19th-century White House: By 1833 the hired staff was.

“hardly more than one-third of the 1830 count, the balance being’ made

up-by slaves from the Hermitage. )
" Antoine Michel Giusta found the Negro slaves difficult to_direct,

for their master was always near and indulged them, never taking Gius-

a’s side in a dispute. They shared his suspicions of the foreign steward.

Like the other members of the household staff, those slaves who served
_wore the livery established for some time at the White House: blue coats

ith brass buttons;'white shirts, and yellow or white breeches. Maids,.
vho did not appear in the public rooms, used the long white apron,
eachmg to: their hems at the floor. All the slaves lived in the house,
nost occupying dormitory rooms with two or three others in the base-
ent or attic. Few of their names are known.8 :
. The management of the house seems to have been left mostly to
Giusta, although the long-established relationships between Jackson, the
Donelsons, and the Tennessee slaves made discipline a continuing prob

ften deferred to Giusta. There seems to have been little difference be-

‘tween Jackson’s entertaining and that of his predecessor, "except that

either the general nor his family ever seemed partlcularly comfortable
ith: sophisticated social productions.

- Dinner was abundant every evening, with usually a number of
uests. Most of the French dishes were put aside in preference for Ameri-
an country fare. More than one guest recorded the presence of a servant

for.each person seated at the table. A Philadelphia man in later years
described a cozy dinner at the White House, where he ate in the glow of

any candles, with ample portions served of soup, beef bouille, wild
turkey (“boned and dressed with brains”), fish, chicken, and tongue,

salad, canvasback duck, and celery, partridges, sweet breads, and “old

lirginia ham.” This was mellowed by a liberal pouring of wine.!
+For all the absence of details of Jackson’s private life as President,
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" closed. Bedrooms contained washstands, comfortable chairs, and 'sma

- splendidly presidential appearance in public, but at home seems. to* have

o ~ White House life, being secretary to the President and head of a.growing.

family. Here four of his children were born. The Donelsons occupied;

" that he would live at the White House. Hrs bedroom was on the north
, ’srde looking out on-the portico.

--was by him! His flat; almost naive portraits, highly colored, evok

what the V(}hite House was like in OId "Plicl(ory’s time. The inhabitants -

Presrdent s bedroom and his offices. In the center was the lad1es parlor ol
used their rooms rather -as apartments; doors to the corridors were kept

““Circular Green Room,” where Emily Donelson normally received call
‘ers during the mormning. Richly appointed with silk window hangings, i
as used at night during parties as a room for women guests; maids were
there to comb hair, mend torn garments, and perform other personal
services. To the west of this was the general’s sitting room, a comfortable
family parlor; beyond it- lay his bedroom and dressing room.

- Besides the President’s, -the pr1nc1pal bedchamber was:the guest
oom over the north door, known -as the Yellow Room. This had beer
stablrshed by Monroe as a state bedroom, and existed as such’ until about
850, when it was divided inito two separate chambers, divided by.a hall.
The Yellow Room was elaborately done up in yellow silk, with handsome
mahogany furniture. Its usual purposé was less as a bedroom than as a
ladies” retiring room, on. formal occasions an adjunct to the Circular
»Green Room-across the hall. For this purpose it contained dressing room
.accoutrements, including washstands and a.mahogany ‘close stool.”23
The President’s offices were also on the_second floor, but when they
ere put- there is ‘uncertain.: The mventory John' Quincy’ Adams ‘had
‘made-of the house after Monroe left names no office, although the room
ast.of thé upstairs oval room:was furnished. with a desk ‘and may have
'served the purpose. Monroe did have iron bars fixed to some second-floor
mdows, possibly to his office rooms, vet it is known that he often used
1office in the-nearby Treasury building. The first‘mention made of an
ffice upstairs was during the Adams administration, and it seems to have
¢luded one or perhaps. two of the rooms on the south front, running
st:from the .oval room.. :

Jackson’s offrce comprrsed a suite of three rooms on the south front,
cluding the rooms probably.used by Adams. Each had windows pro-
cted_by horrzontal bars of iron. It can be descrrbed collectively over the

tables that could be used for dining.” The family gathered on the main
floor for meals, and guests came along. Official meals might require tha
guests have invitations. In the first few years, Jackson’s days were fairly: ;
much divided between work and incapacity because of illness. He made a -

shown all his age and infirmities to those closest to him. e

Surprrslngly few details are known of daily life in the Jackson Whrte
House. No one in the household kept a journal. ]ackson WIOte nUMerous
letters but did not keep a diary. Jack Donelson was too busy to chromcle

three rooms on the northwest of ‘the second floor, across the hall’ from
]ackson They were protective of, their and the President’s privacy.2
Major Lewis wrote: informative letters, but left only a few. He passed
most of his time with the President, and the.rest he spent outside; mov-
ing among the various political circles in Washington hearlng and seeing
and supposedly’ reportmg back to Jackson. By:virtue of long, years of
intimacy with Jackson, he knew many well-placed people, and he was
also a born-meddler. Since:Mrs. Jackson’s death, it had been -assumed

" The Donelsons, Major Lewis, and Mrs ]ackson s great-niece, Ma Y
Eastin, comprised the core of Jackson’s circle in the White House. Many
visitors came from Tennessee to stay for months at a time, most of them
Mrs. Jackson’s relatives. Their idea of decorum and costume sometlmes
seems to have embarrassed Emily Donelson.?! 4 :
=~ A more frequent visitor, and during long periods a member of‘ he
household, was the painter R.E.W. Earl. He had moved to the Her
age many years before, after the death of his wife, Rachel Jackson’s mec
Earl had painted ]ackson and his intimates as they were rising to natiot al}"
‘political prominence. The portrait of Mrs. ]ackson in-Jackson’s, bedroon

100m.Was the large nearly square” audrence room,” where- the Presr—
ceived petitioners and other business callers. East of this room was
ns own office, today’s Lincoln Bedroom. Here the Cabinet met at
fferson’s long table, amid his cabinets and bookcases. Maps hung over
allpaper an’ expensrve rubber- faced orlcloth covered the ﬂoor

frontier flavor of the Jackson age. Like the Hermitage, the White Hous
had an “Earl’s Room,” on the north front, over the East Room,;today)
Queen’s Bedroom. Here he slept and worked, takmg advantage, as late
artists would do, of the north light.22 » 3

Famrly and business life centered on the second ﬂoor. The farg

i B s T D

;ussra stove: stood in a shallow sandbox, its p1pe piercing a wall—
papered:board ‘that covered the large fireplace opening.

e-third andr.last room was a narrow chamber on the southeast
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- Secretive about his business, he kept his office locked at all times whenK

“edly the famous “kitchen cabinet”—traveled the little service stair.
_ provements inside and out. The north portico, commeniced a few weeks -

- after Jackson moved in, was completed in September 1829. On the vari- -

“minor an affront, since he must have been delrghted atbeing overlooked

" crowned by the frieze of mighty anthemia, with framing bands of smaller'-i’f

the room. At the most the plaster walls. were sealed with whitewash. Th
- four fireplaces had temporary mantels of wood.

It was a large and lofty room with floor dimensions of 80 feet by 4
and a ceiling fully 22 feet high—so that it had been necessary to lift th
upstairs floor level several feet to accommodate it (and this made the eas
end of the upstairs two or three steps higher than the central and wester
- parts). Three tall windows admitted the south light; and three matchin

windows faced the north. On the east the great “Venetian” window wa
: nearly as wide as three of the other windows combined, and one coul
pass through glass doors here and out onto the roof of the basement-leve
east wirig.

.Lewis meant to make the East Room raodern. He took advantage G
that relatrvely new convenience of the democratic age, the “furnitur
warehouse,” as a store stockmg everything necessary for interior decora
- tionwas called. Matters.in the past had been more complicated. Durin,
‘the-Monroe rebuilding and decoration Sam Lane had gorie td individua
upholsterers, cabinetmakers, and small manufacturers, and had ever
* . employed an upholsterer to set up shop in the White House until his par
: -of the' work was done. An American businessman living in France ha
shopped around Paris for Monroe’s furnishings. Only a little more thar
ten years later, thanks to more- modemn business practices, Lewis—witl
certainly less experience than either Lane or'Monroe in furnishin;
houseés—made but one stop in fitting out the East Room.

- - He contacted ‘a Philadelphia entrepreneur named Louis Veron, :
cabmetmaker who had opened a warehouse in which he stocked rables
- chairs, beds, sofas, bookcases, wallpaper, curtains, and cornices, all sort
,of patent lamps, kitchen goods, stoves, carpets and. carpeting, rods fo
_stair runners, washbowls and pitchers. Much of his merchandrse wa;
. gathered “from Philadelphia manufacturers. What he did not have or
hand, he assured his customers he could find on short notice. 2

- *. Louis Veron journeyed to Washington probably in August or Sep-
‘tember 1829 to sutvey the scene with Lewis. They devised a scheme for
shifting furnishings about and adding touches here and there to give the
Jackson White House a fresh look, without spending too much money.
Andrew Jackson had made too great a campaign issue of presidential
‘_extravagance to risk similar accusations: The most money was to be spent
;on the East Room, with good reason, since its bemg unﬁmshed had been
crrtrcrzed over several years.

~The Brugsels carpeting on the prmcrpal or state floor was pulled up;
': perhaps the ‘inaugural crowds had hastened its ruin, as Mrs. Smlth had

Alend e b L L 1 I T T

White House water closets. Across the hall from this, Jack Donelson
made his office in the northeast corner room, adjoining Earl’s room.

he was away.% s
Visitors waited to see }ackson or Donelson in the central corridor in
full view of the family quarters.” So offensive was this to the household
that the President added glass doors to separate the office end of the hall
from the family part on the west. Business callers used the stair off the
entrance hall that Hoban had called the “back stair.” The family and its _
guests had exclusivé use of the grand stair, while the servants—and alleg- *

“The East Room

Most of the details of the President’s House fell to Major Lewrs A
friend of Van Rensselaer’s, he was ‘quickly in touch with him about im-

ous other projects, Lewis did not wish to wait. Van Rensselaer raised-the B
money, and Lewis set himself to spending it. Wantirig everything donein
a hurry, the major bypassed Joseph Elgar, the commissioner ‘of public
buildings, and a Republican holdover. Elgar cannot have-objected to so -

in the Democrats’ purge of the bureaucracy. :
The principal change that heralded the age of ]ack,son was the north :
portico. Even though it was planned much earlier, it blended with the
newly fashionable Greek Revival in architecture, which bestowed on
Jackson’s age the temple theme of columns and chaste whiteness. It was -
by no means the first monumental portico on an American house, yet it .
may-well have been the most influential. Even Jackson himself; in re-
building the Hermitage after its gutting by fire October 13, 1834, gave it
a colossal colonnade, replacing the generous two-deck porches that he
and Rachel enjoyed. P
Major Lewis addressed himself to the interior ‘of the White House, '
taking personal charge of the decoration of the East Room. The comple- "
tion of the great chamber was a matter of practical necessity. All the ~
basic architectural work had been finished in 1818. The room was

5

Grecian ornament, all combined into a heavy corice with a deep cove. B
Some of these decorations had been gilded and accented with lampblack
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waves of guests were not used to the polite custom of pulling off boots
inside the house and putting on thin slippers. Since big crowds would

continue to visit, Veron suggested abandoning the loop Brussels for the.

more durable Wilton weave. Though more expensive, it would meet the

test if rotated each year. Other modifications were agreed upon, Veron .. '
making récommendations to Lewis and doubtless pushing hrs own mer-

chandise where possible.

The only room decorated anew was the East Room. Shown the great
hollow space, Veron could only have found American analogies in hotel
lobbies and ballrooms. When he finished his work, the East Rom would

be far different from all the other rooms, and not only for its opera house -

splendor Even before the age had got going full swing, its character had
a bluster unmistakably Jacksonian. .

. That. Lewis actually selected furnishings for the East Room is un-
lrkely If he did pick them out, Veron must have had pictures or drawrngs
or some sort of a catalogue to show him. Nothing was to be custom made;

all was from Veron’s stock, such as could be bought by any banker, .

steamboat captain, planter, saloon keeper, or merghant with the money
to pay. As the room’s interior decoration took form in. Veron’s mind, he
completed his notes, then returned to Phrladelphra to- assemble the

goods. He created a.room not filled with cast-off - imperial finery from_
France, but one of the sort a businessman from Bangor might want ona
“smaller scale. ‘
When it was finished, the East Room seemed oddly natrve a heroic -
interior composed of materials from the mainstréam of American life and’

enterprise. lts walls were covered in a lemon-colored paper, probabl

French, trimmed with cloth borders, probably of blue velver. Four,new
" mantelpieces replaced the old wooden ones, all of fashionable * Egyptlanw

marble, black with brindle veining. Plaster centerpieces were fixed to th

ceiling in three places, designed like large sunflowers,. and from; them,

were suspended three great chandeliers of gilded brass-and cut glass, eac
holding 18 oil peg lamps with glass shades. ,

Rows of “Bracket Lights,” or sconces, holding five ol lamps eac
were attached to the walls, with astral and globe lamps provided:fo
‘nearly every surface in the room. Long and wide “French plate” mirr
in gilded frames were hung on the four walls, directly across from'
other, carrying the eye infinite distances into reflected depths. Silks:col
ored imperial blue and sunflowet yellow were combined at the windo

in luxuriant Grecian drapery, falling from cornices adorned wrth the,3

gilded eagles. This color scheme was repeated in the all-over carpet'an
l\r\rrlpr whirh aftar all wrac Renccale mae W ilena - n.-nL.j.Ll" PP PRI A\

“  of economy. Three “Imperial rugs” were purchased to protect the carpet
in times of heavy traffic.

The existing furniture, which had been made locally for Monroe
and Adams—some 24 chairs and several sofas—was reupholstered and
given white slipcovers for day-to- -day protection. New furniture from
Veron’s supplemented these earlier pieces, including three mahogany
tables with-black marble tops on which stood identical gilded lamps with
-~ glass globes resting on classical figures of women. One of these rested

‘beneath each chandelier. Marble-top pier tables were spaced along the
" wall, drvrdrng lines of chairs and sofas. Twenty sprttoons completed an
impression of staccato rows and strict symmetry.?

The finished room must.have seemed luxurious and ‘appealing. In
the daytime muslin curtains softened the ‘glare of the sun, so that the
~ martial boldness of the blués and yellows would not appear tawdry, and
. the-light would not glare but shimmer in the watery glass of the chanide-
 liers.. At night, with the lamps lighted, what today would be only a glow
looked bright indeed to the eyes of the time; under the hazy lamps, the
brilliant colors were at their most effective. Surfaces of gilt metal, the
sheen of the silk curtains, the bright swirls of the carpet, and the black
marble against the yellow of the wallpaper with its flat tempera-like fin-
- ish .must. have combined most handsomely.-

" Perhaps Lewis and Veron’s success was nowhere more evident than
-in.the ornamentation of the gredt arch to the transverse hall. With
.'ready made plaster decorations, they gave it a glamour usually. reserved
for Masonic temples. From the arch now blazed gilded sunrays, spreading
-spoke-like over the wallpaper. This heavenly spectacle was washed by a
gentle_rain of golden stars, which, with the rays, caught the glowing
- arﬁplrght and seemed to shrmmer, ‘the perfect frame for the entrances of
Old-Hickory.- . . . :

iRearrangements in the other state rooms bear lrttle drscussron

wis, ordered new curtains; Simon Bolivar’s portrait was hung in the
Green Room, and Monroe’s gilded furniture was moved there. Washing-
ton’s portrart remained i in the Yellow Parlor, the present-day Red Room,

whichi:came. to be known for some- years as the. Washington Parlor. But
these splendors were not enough to satisfy the visiting citizens, who all
wanted to see ‘the-hero. It was customary for Presidents to allow them-
l‘es to-be seen by the public whenever they could. Jackson, in contrast
'his: predecessors, appeared to be nearly a recluse. Again and again the
doorman ‘told tourists no, that the general was not well, or that he was

srttrng‘wrth his Cabinet and could not receive them..
mfkc.,Dmc.Aa_nrc had f.mrlurpr-l andlec inrerviews with casual callers.
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Andrew ]aﬁkson simply. lacked. the physical stamina to do so, although

when he did see callers he received them with memorable courtesy. So™ -
gracious was he that the ladies and spinsters of the federal city made quite . -
a rush on the White House in the first months of his administration, but ;

soon learned that the widower. planned to remain a widower. On his
chest ‘he carried in full view the miniature of Rachel, suspended by a.
black ribbon. At night he hung it on a table beside his bed.

To try to answer the public cry for a glimpse of Jackson, Lewis
ordered his portrait painted. R.E.W. Earl very likely did the job. This.-

huge and awkward rival to Stuart’s Washington seems to have taken no
longer to paint than from sunup to sundown. It was hung over the marble

‘mantel on the west wall of the entrance hall. The hero was shown in-..
military blue, draped in more braid and golden stars than the East Room .

itself. He was all symbol, and»it was the symbol even most of ]acksons
intimates reall y knew ‘best, not the man.??

Soc1ety and Polmcs

Mrs. Smith believed that if the occupants of the Whlte House

wished to, they could “remain invisible and as much separated from: -
social intercourse, as if on the other side of the mountains.”?8 Presndents
had learned early the dangers of this sort of isolation. On the other hand,.
involvement with the public also had its perils, if not carefully con-
trolled. Trivial issues could become giant killers. The relationiship be—

“tween the White House and society, official life and private life, is some-"
times delicate, as Andrew Jackson found in the “Peggy O'Neale Affalr
‘or the *

‘Petticoat War.”
The political importance of thls 1mbrogho was that it became the

cafalyst for bringing into the open serious animosities and questionable
loyalties within the President’s political family, culminating in the resig- |
niations of the Cabinet. The central figure in the affair—wherein the
President rose to defend a woman’s reputation—was Margaret O'Neale
Timberlake, ‘a rosy, brown-hdired young wornan, the daughter of Irish»:,
man William O'Neale, owner of one of the most prominent taverns.
serving Jackson’s followers. O’Neale had begun his career in Washmgton :

hauling stone for the masons building the White House and later fire-

wood for Jefferson’s kitchen. His crowning moment had come in 1823,

when Jackson had selected his tavern as his temporary domicile in Wash-
ington. Both General and Mrs. Jackson had taken a liking to Margaret.’

By the time of Jackson’s electlon, Peggy O’Neale Timberlake was a

vmavmey i wrieh (‘"\ Tdenen cad A whems. eneimem Fre Vaman wvnmnln Qo cevnn ~,'

not received either in society or at the White House, even though h
. husband had been a naval officer. of good family.- Jackson presurnab
-knew nothing of her reputation, which had developed since his return t
* Tennessee. When his campaign manager, the widower John Eaton,
" resident of O'Neale’s, went in private to the Hermitage, concerned ove
‘. gossip about himself and Mrs. Timberlake, Jackson encouraged him t
. return to Washington and marry the lady. The wedding took place :
,O Neale’s on New Year’s Day 1829, before the news of Mrs Jackson
death had crossed the mountains.??
. Difficulties began soon enough when Eaton was appointed Secretar
- of War, giving his wife Cabinet rank in Washington society. Mrs. Eator
“was ignored in the usual process of social calling among the women. I
reaction she made a great show when entertained at the White House
- bringing into full use her sharp tongue and considerable boldness. Ofte:
.'handed in to dinner by the President himself, she told him about th
- snubs she was suffering. “She is as chaste as a virgin,” he declared, an
. drawing a parallel between her suuatlon and that of his late wife, h
" became her champion.’
The more Mrs. Eaton pressed her case in pubhc through insolen
Vapproaches to prominent women, the more she became the object o
-their scorn. At first the husbands seemed to be embarrassed, but officia
_etiquette or not, their wives would not call on Peggy Eaton. Again an
- again Margaret Eaton laid her apparent heartbreak before Andrew Jack
* son. Angered, her defender put pressure on those closest to him, hi
‘A"Cabmet members, to right the situation. Their wives began to declin
invitations to the White House. Under the cover of this controversy
- pent'up political differences, subdued since before the campaign, begar
to surface among .the men surrounding the President.

Meanwhile, a palace war was brewing. Next-door neighbors upstair:
~in the White House, across the hall from the President, the Donelson:
“and Major Lewis competed to be closest to Jackson. The Donelsons—
like all Donelsons of Tennessee—felt that he was theirs. Emily Donel.
_son, in a letter, referred to “that sycophant Lewis,” and how she detestec
- him for using “Uncle” as she believed he did. The opening cannon of the

first battle was soon to sound. It happened that Lewis’s late sister had
* been the first wife of John Eaton, and Lewis and Eaton shared brotherly
.closeness. Emily Donelson had not yet called on Mrs.-Eaton. Lewis found
" in this a point of departure against Jack Donelson, and soon enough,

\V;probably at the urging of Mrs. Eaton, Presndent }ackson asked Emily to
-call on the Eatons.3!
S Rah TV dane e e 101 o . N
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Mrs. Eaton’s house, whére, thinking she had them firmly in her hands,
Peggy impetuously revealed herself and her motivations by ranting and

Donelson visit with a letter in which she advised Emily on how a smart
woman might conduct herself in the capital. The icy response may. have

~ quainted with the world, and therefore I will trouble myself as l‘itde as
possible with things that do:not concern me. i

tress, with Lewis fanning the fire. Mrs. Eaton called at the White House
oo as often as she wished in the fall of 1829, reporting on the latest develop-

b " be influenced by those around him. He blamed Henry Clay, then turned
' " closer to home on his Vice President, John C. Calhoun, whose wife had
- been particularly stubborn. With a Westerner’s resentment of the ways of
i ' eastern society, he determined to confront Peggy's detractors face to face:

P - The meeting took place with the Cabinet in the office on Septem-
~ ber 10, 1829, at about the time Lewis and Veron were planning the
oo decoration of the East Room below. It was 7 p.m. Outside, the columns
" .. of the north portico were partially built, rising section by section, stacked
w7 - like stone checkers. Jackson.laid before his Cabinet and several of Peggy’s

X ‘accusers the results of a private investigation he had ‘made into Mrs.-
Eaton’s moral character, aided by Lewis, who had checked hotel registers

i to find if the couple had traveled as man and wife before their marriage.

i _ The verdict of the President was that the lady’s virtue was that of an -
angel. He preached almost unceasingly to the gathering. The Reverend

" John M. Campbell defended his own accusations, but the Cabinet mem-

bers, both surprised and embarrassed by the President’s 1mmoderate con-

" duct, remained quiet.?

. The news spread quickly over Washington, and was met with disbe- .

heretofore concealed political conflicts within the Cabinet manifested
themselves in hostzhty between Van Buren and Calhoun. Within the

f
]

RO lief. Peggy Eaton basked in dubious glory as, on a more significant level,
!
:_ intensified, with Lewis still decidedly in the saddle. Andrew Jackson

piped the players ever closer to the fire: * ‘An indignity to Major Eaton,

he said, *

‘is an indignity to me.”¥

~F Naroy

Ann T owie uwae affancive rn the Nanelsans, who accuratelv

raving, vowing revenge on those who had insulted her. She followed the ,
been ghostwritten by Jack Donelson: “As you say | am young and unac--

Even as this was written, the President of the United States was =
sending out a stream of letters of his own in defense of the lady in dis-

“ments. Jackson was wholly absorbed in the issue, showing his liability to -

White House, at Jackson’s elbow, the war between Lewis and Donelson‘

Late in the spring of 1830, Lewis, ready for the kill, moved ‘his .
daughter to the White House, into the stately Yellow Room. The coming

' regarded her as the major’s candldate for Emily Donelson's job. Pegg
* Faton, ever more brazen, warned Jack Donelson that if his wife did no
‘mend her ways she would be sent home to Tennessee.

" The showdown came at last when Mrs. Eaton declined a Whm

_House dinner, writing to the President that her being there would onk
- give his relatives another opportunity “to make me the object of thei

" censures and reproaches.” Jackson ordered Emily to receive Pegg
""" O'Neale Timberlake Eaton; Emily, with contempt for the bad-tempere
“ -and “meddlesome” woman, as well as heart for the feelings of the ladie
. ‘of society, began packing and soon had gone to Tennessee with. her littl
~ories. The President’s loneliriess for her and her children made him mel
“ ancholy; but she did not return for more than two years, when circum

- stances had changed and the Eatons were gone.?5
~ Jackson’s relationship with his Cabinet wholly changed after th
. session over Mrs. Faton. Realizing that they were at odds with each othe
and not supporting his viewpoint, he turned elsewhere for counsel, gatk
‘. ering what became popularly known as the “Kitchen Cabinet,” an infor
‘mal group of intimates, including both Donelson and Lewis. They met :
“asort of ad hoc cabinet, in the office on the second floor. In the spring «
:1831, ostensibly over the Eaton affair, the members of the official Cab
: net, including Eaton, began to resign in protest, the two final resign:
tions being requested. At the advice of Van Buren, who had played h
" cards right and emerged on good terms with the President, Jackson the
.reorgamzed his Cabmet into a cohesnve and effective body

Arrangements and Rearrangements

: Wlth Jackson’s. political house in order, his health began to ‘i
~ prove, and he settled into a comfortable pattern of living. The physic
renaissance was remarkable, for those who were close to Jackson fear
~him often near death in his first few years in office. One source of h
" renewed vigor was his steady routine. At the White House he natural
" had far less leisure than in his years.on the plantation, where someor
“else, often his wife, had always taken care of the farm management whi
* he did as he pleased. In his busy presidential years, he was forced
-;'kestabhsh regular times for recreation.
: What he enjoyed most were his horses.. He. was a graceful we
o seated rider; when he did not feel up to aride, he took a drive in the lig
carriage or the coach, behind the prancing team of grays. When he rod
“back straight as a board, he seemed to have burst from a portrait
equestrian correctness. He was impeccably dressed in a fine suit of blac
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cobalt blue, or snuff brown, a touch of color perhaps on the vest. In cold

punch. To be a guest at these events required no invitation. One never

knew who might appear. It was a time of colorful frontier characters, and

i such figures as Davy Crockett and Sam Houston were as hkely as not to
turn up shaking hands.

R The Mariné Band usually played, seated in the entrance hall beside

i the ‘columns. Receiving lines. were long, and even in winter the heat

S from such thick crowds made the rooms stuffy. Sometimes the President

' did not receive, but merely made an appearance. Before she left, Emily

o Levees may have been the most numerous public events, but there

streets to witness the ceremonious arrival of a 1,40Q-pound cheese drawn

L A New York. For two years the great cheddar shared glory in the entrance
' - hall with Jackson’s portrait; then, a few weeks before the hero left office

hours, but its odor and stain on the wide boards of the wooden ﬂoor are

- said to have remained for several years.??
At weekly “family” dinners Jackson conversed with the senators and

Marme Lieutenant Robert C. Caldwell, son of a prominent Ohio ludge,

Pl - tation a few days later.

All were seated. After about 15 minutes the steward entered and an

1
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weather or in rain, he wore the broad- bnmmed hat and the full cape that -
were his trademark.?¢ : : : L

. Changed times were seen in.White House activities. The Ievees ,
were so large that some people neither saw the President nor got a glass of -

R " Donelson did receive in the Blue Room; after she returned from her
" self-imposed exile, jackson and Donelson nearly always stood with her. -

were other attractions. .In the winter of 1835 great throngs lined the -

oo by 24 gray horses. Draped in bunting and adorned with Jacksonian slo- . -
I gans, it was a gift of one of Jackson’s supporters from Oswego County, .;

in 1837, the public.was invited in for a bite. The cheese was gone in two- )

congressmen and Emily Donelson held drawing rooms in the old repub-
lican imanner. A rare account of a small family dinner given by Jackson -
in December 1834 probably describes the usual occasion of its kind.

was sent letters of introduction by his father when he went to Washing-
ton. The young man presented himself at the White House, and his .
references were on a sufficiently high official Ievel to gain a dinner invi-

: -~ He arrived on the appointed day at three in the afternoon, the';,
t ~ dinner hour. Ushered into .the Washington Parlor, he conversed briefly
(. with two other guests, until Jack Donelson and the President appeared. ;

. ~ nounced dinner. The party crossed the hall into the family dining room
S o Wthh had the blmds and curtains drawn against daylight and cold and:

_ One table was for serving, and the other for seating the five diner
" “What attracted my attention first,” wrote Lieutenant Caldwell to
 father, was not the rich table service but “the very nicely folded Knapk
‘on gach plate, with a slice of good- light bread in the middle of it
- President Jackson asked a blessmg, then the servants closed in, sa
Caldwell, “one to every man.” The first course was beef—“Will y«
_have some roast beef?. Some corn beef! Some boiled beef? Some be
stake?” When the beef was eaten, the plates were removed and ne
plates set for the fish-course. That being done, “a new plate and th
- some other dish. Then a new plate and some other dish. Then a ne
~plate and the pies—then the dessert.” And all the while sherry, madeu
and champagnie were poured constantly by the butler. - :
- The wine drinking extended into after-dinner toasts around t
.'.‘table after the crumb-covered cloth had been taken away. “Then aft
SO long a time,” Caldwell continued, “we rise from the table and-reti
* again to the chamber whence we had come, where being seated and
. ,cony'e'rsation in high' glee, in comes a servant with a dish'of coffee f
_each of us.” At seven the lieutenant rose: “With a hearty shake of ¢
: hand 1 bid the Gen. Adieu—then taking leave of the other gentlemen
reured quite gratified at the hosppitality and -friendship I had recd.’
s Emily Donelson had not been in good health since her first chil
b;rth She bore four babies in the White House. The summer journeys
coach back to Tennessee were always wearing. But when she returned
" her position as Jackson’s hostéss after the Eaton affair, she seerhed wo
off than-ever. In 1834 it became clear that she was seriouslyill. Even
“ ally she was diagnosed as having tuberculosis, and she knew her d:
"~ were numbered; she dsked to be taken home to the fine Grecian mansi
Jack Donelson had built for her near the Hermitage. Jackson was racl
-with anxiety, -inquiring of every physician he saw, begging her to's
where the treatments might be more likely to save her. She did rem
awhile, growing worse by the day. When she could no longer perfc
- even the slightest social duty, she told Uncle she must go. Jack Donel:
“remained as secretary to the distraught President, seeing his wife when
.could spare the three or four weeks it took to go to her in Tenness
‘Emily Donelson died in 1836, and was-buried near Rachel }ackson in
arden at the Hermitage.
Her. departure from the Whlte House in 1834 was a stgnal to

1ustas. There was nio chance this time that the good lady would
ireturning, so. they submitted their resignations. Neither of them li
‘kson, his black slaves, or his temper. On their own they remainec
Washington and opened an oyster bar, so successful an endeavor 1

’
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~ they were able to retire after six years. To John Quincy Adams’s delight

they purchased a nearby farm where they lived long and peaceful lives.®
Meanwhile, Jackson found them impossible to replace, either be-

cause-his humors had become too well known in the world of servantsor -
because he offered too little money. Major Lewis thought in 1833 that he
could flatter a hotel keeper named Brady into taking the job. But Brady
- protested that “neither he nor his wife has sufficient experience—

particularly as it regards the furnishing and arranging the dinner table on

large dining occasions.” What was more, Lewis reported, Brady hiad

three children and “before the end-of your premdennai term, he thinks
he may have one or two more.” That was too many’ chddren for the

“steward’s basement quarters in the White House. %

A chef was engaged, and he took on most of the duties of steward.
Joseph Boulanger, a Belgian, had a restaurant on G Street, and was

‘known as a fine “confectioner.” He apparently pleased Jackson on every
count, but particularly with his desserts, for the President was known for -
his sweet tooth. The kitchen was extensively repaired to suit him, and its

production for the table was better than the White House had known for
many a.year.4!

The basement, w1th its long vaulted passage, had not changed much .

since Monroe’s day. Its walls were still washed in white or yellow; in
some places the brick floors had been replaced by wood, which was drier
and easier on the feet. Service needs and servants’ sleeping quatters ab-

sorbed all the rooms and extended into the east and west wings. Some of
the personal servants slept in the warren of small rooms in the west end - -
of the attic; these had steeply slanted ceilings and were lighted by dormer
“windows. Jackson’s body servant slept on a pallet in his room, a custom
that seems to have begun early in the administration, when the general -
was unwell. A slave nurse slept in the small corner room adjacent to the.

Donelsons’ bedroom, and kept the little children.
Those who lived on the basement level were white “undercooks,”

laundry workers, and general-purpose house servants. The windowless -

oval room directly beneath the oval drawing room was the servants’

waiting room. Here was a table with benches and chairs; built-in cup-
boards held supplies of all kinds; a glass door gave light through the arch

beneath the south portico. Rows of spring-mounted bells connected to

taut wires ran along the wall, and when a pull on some unseen cord or -
crank upstairs set one jingling, the particular servant hardly had to look, -

for by ‘experience he recognized the sound.

Across the hall the kitchen was whltewashed over its grease at 1east' o
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north windows. Clean-washed creek sand was sprinkled over the floor of

‘brick pavers to cut the grease and absorb moisture. That the fire in the

kitchen never went out was not in itself unusual, but it is interesting to

* contemplate the continuity of this kitchen fire over the long haul of

“history, as the Presidency passed from Monroe to Adams to Jackson, and
- onand on until the advent of gas cooking at the century s end, when fire
“.could be ignited with the turn of a handle.

From the records it seems probable that Joseph Boulanger did not
live at the White House. One can hardly imagine him not doing so, yet

~ he was already well established in Washington, with living quarters

above his restaurant. Because most of the servants were Jackson slaves

who never had a steward at the Hermitage and were accustomed to deal-
. ing directly with the family, Boulanger’s presence was not required on
" ordinary nights. His office was a large, square chamber in the basement
~-which would one day gain fame as Roosevelt’s and Churchill’s Map
Room. In it he had a desk and deep locked cupboards for storage.

The protection of the government's valuables—silver, silver-gilt;

: gilt -bronze, and chma-——was a worry to all Presidents in a house so much
‘visited by strangers. For Jackson the problem was increased, because in

1833 he more than doubled the size of. the silver tableware with the

~ purchase of silver serving pieces from the estate of the Baron de Tuyll,

late Russian minister to the United States. This French silver, together

with the large quantity bought for Monroe in France, comprised quite a

collection, much of which survives today. Traditionally the silver had
been kept in the basement room where the steward slept.#
- Probably both because Boulanger did not live at the White House,

and because a doorman was on duty round the clock in the porter’s Iodge,

to the west of the entrance hall, ]ackson created a pantry on the main

B ,.ﬂoor, called the “locked pantry” or “vault.” It was on the northwest
comer of the house, a narrow room built during Madison’s administra-
.tion by partitioning Jefferson’s old state dining room. In the reconstruc-

tion it was made permanent, part of a two-room suite that served the

" President’s secretary as living quarters. Jackson returned the larger of the
~two rooms to use as a dining room and made the smaller his pantry.

"When Boulanger was not at the White House, the keys were kept by

‘the main doorkeeper, Jemmy O’Neil, a great favorite of Jackson’s. His
_domain was the porter’s lodge. With a window overlooking the north
*"grounds, and a good perspective on the hall, he monitored the comings
~..and goings of the public. The lodge, which has the appearance today of
an ofﬁce, was in Jackson's time fitted out with a bed, used by whoever

) 1T ./ aa
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"Beneath the State Dining Room, in the comer room where the

_ Madisons had built the Pettibone heating system, was the wine cellar,
which was greatly improved by Jackson. Barrel ‘and bottle. racks were .

built along the walls behind heavy wooden bars (“fences”) which were.

painted black. The cellar was dark, with a brick floor: Only the steward

had the keys to the outer door of the wine cellar and to the gates of the

protective fences within. Wine for meals, hard liquor for punch, and -

~ beer for master and servant ‘were kept here in great abundance.® "

Despite the size of the White House, there was never enough space :
for service. Laundry, for example, was hung up to dry in the corridor of *

the basement, as propriety precluded its being hung outside, or even in
" the deep areaway on the north side. Except for the wine cellar, such

storage rooms as coal house, meat house, milkhouse, and the like were -

pushed out into the wings. The gardener's living quarters in the east:wing

- were taken over for such purposes under Jackson and replaced by a snug .

wooden gardener’s cottage.

Because it was being used more extensively than ever before, the
White House needed reorganization and expansion by 1833. The instiga- . .’
tor of this program must have been Major Lewis. It began at the climaxof .
Jackson’s war against the Second Bank of the United States, at the com- ¢
mencement of his second term in. office. Through the stormy battles of -
this war and the others waged against the American system, -passersby

saw busy scenes at the White House—painters balanced high on ladders

wielding whitewash brushes; freshly painted green blinds being carried up

to the south windows; canvas-covered vans arriving with ‘wallpaper and
' furniture; open wagons with balled trees.and crates of seedlings.”

" Two commissioners of public buildings took part in overseeing vthe‘ '
work of 1833-35: Joseph Elgar, -in office until Febriary of 1834, and -
William Noland, a friend of ]ackson’s,'who took his place. The commis-

. sioners found a capable lieutenant in Boulanger. He was a good manager -
who could supervise myriad projects; he knew best what was needed at .-
~ the White House. In the summer of 1833 Lewis wrote to Jackson, who
was resting at the Hermitage, “the Upholsterer has the House, at pres-

- ent, pretty much lumbered up, With carpets, curtains, &c &,

~ The work on the interior was extensive, but it seems not to have
altered the appearance of the rooms drastically. There were new lamps,

upholstery for some of the furniture, and some fresh carpeting. The color ;

of the Washington Parlor, which had been yellow since Dolley Madison's

day, was changed to blue, perhaps the rich bright Orleans blue that had

risen to popularity with the fashions of Louis Philippe’s France. Pink
- . Lo B . 1 1 T % N
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bed'in the Yellow Room upstairs, and 100 yards of silk fringe Was sewn to
the curtains: in Jackson’s room. '

i = The upholsterers were gone by November, in time for the Presi-

* dent’s-return. Boulanger, faced with storage areas crammed full of useless
. odds and ends, called in the auctioneers Howard and Shortent. When

‘they saw what Boulanger wished to sell, they decided to make a produc-
tion of the event. Renting a room on Pennsylvania Avenue, they fitted it
with tables, which they covered with green baize, to receive the material
from the White House. Boulanger checked off chairs, mattresses, curtain
cornices and eagle ornaments, chandeliers, lamps, and a wide variety of
‘tablé items, such as decanters, bowls, dishes, and pieces of silver plate
which were badly worn or broken. To enhance the battered collection,
the auctioneers fatteried it in the age-old way, with innumerable items of

* their own. The sale was so successful that a second one, consisting largely

of old window curtains, was held the following March.47

ek

- Running Water

.+~ Greater change took place in the grounds. Andrew Jackson put up a
" new stable building, added running water to the house; and at last under-

took an extensive program of landscaping, building upon what John

; Qu_ipcy Adams had begun. Most of the work connected with these proj-
“ects commenced late in the spring of 1833 and continued for well over a
. year.-In the case of the garden,. the work became such a favorite pastime’
-* with President Jackson that it.continued through the remainder of his
- second administration. ' : -

The stable was a necessity. To house Jackson’s fine horses required

‘-all the space in the west wing and overflow in wooden shanties along the
* western fence of the White House grounds. Accommodations were both
- cramped and too close to the house; odors drifted into the open windows
of the State Dining Room. Elevations for the new stable were drawn by a
. Washington builder named William P. Elliott, apparently based upon
plans sketched by someone else, perhaps Jackson himself. It was built
- ‘outside thg arched entrance gate on the southeast, and in full view of it,
~about where the General William T. Sherman statue now stands. Tali
and wide, the stable nestled behind a brick fence in its own grassless
5 yard. Constructed of bricks, it was stuccoed over, with Aquia stone trim-
. ming at the windows. Six round columns of plastered bricks, with stone
_bases, formed a porch on the south front; its ground-level floor of stone
. f:c?ntinued‘ througl} a central hall. Stalls, feed room, tack room, and
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this hall and an ell to the side. On the second l‘evei was a haﬂrloiét~ aqd

~ “the addition of wooden flooring, new partitions, plastering, and heavy". B )
* whitéwashing. The whitewash helped kill the lingering odor of animals ;" - As early as the ground could be broken, in March that year, laborers

. presidential household maintained anywhere from one to six milch cows.

~or in a separate building within the stable yard—the sources on this

“part of the dairy, where a 25-foot marble water basin, carved by the aged

. ‘commissioner of public buildings, with the idea of piping the water to the
White House in “trunks,” or wooden pipes made of drilled-out logs “for
the purpose of supplying the President’s House and public offices with
rink and to fill reservoirs as security against fire.” Not until the sﬁri’ng of
‘1833 did this intention take practical form. An engineer named Robert
‘rLeckie was given the work.® . o

quarters for grooms and the coachman.# Lo b
The stable was finished in late September 1834, when the stucco -
was applied and painted. Once the transfer of horses and equipment had

taken place, the old stable was quickly converted into service rooms by

which must have been strong. , L o were set to digging three reservoirs, one at the Treasury, one at the State
In-conjunction with the stable project, more suitable arrangements"
were made for the dairy cows and the storage of milk. Big herds were -

never-kept at the White House, but throughout the 19th- century the

_’r:eservo‘i'rs'werg large, orderly looking ponds curbed in brick; one was
. between Treasury and State on the east, and the others were between
‘ War and Navy on the west. . Co

Enormous quantities of milk were used'in cooking, as well as for butter, -
ice cream, drinking, and as a liquid base for various household cleaning -

formulas, paints, and the like. = - o L e ;
_The old “cow house” had been in the west wing as far back as the came to.the surface. Water flowed freely through the pipes, whicki b
days of Jefferson. Now it was relocated, either in a part of the new stable - ‘ ’ Y
: : n | Park. At-the pedestals the water formed spout-like fountains that shot
point are unclear. There were two milkhouses, a main ‘one which was
iron.and trimmed with brass, protected by ornamented pumphouses of
wood that looked a bit like church steeples. From the pumps various iron

Georgetown stonecutter Robert Brown, provided a. shallow, tray-like
pipes.led to the several buildings.

cooler for the crocks of milk, and a smaller one beneath the floor.of the
north portico, in the shadowy vault that spanned the areaway. This last.
was just outside the kitchen, and it was a holding place of some sort
where milk was kept immediately prior to its use. ¥ : R
 Discussions about putting running water in the White House had
begun in the Madison administration before the house was burned. But
in 1833, water was still provided by two original wells located in the
breezeways between the house and the wings. Both were covered with
low brick domes, upon which were mounted hand pumps.- Lo

r--‘ghis‘way: The motion produced by the splashing fountains kept the water
in"the reservoirs from stagnating.- A deep bed of clean sand laid down
-before water was introduced was the filter through which the water
:-passed - in-its movement within the pool. ‘While it seems simple, the
ystem was complicated enough to keep Leckie on the joB for nearly a
< year, working out the problems. The pipes from the pools to the build-
- ings were buried in the ground. Since the pipes had to carry water to
;‘great heights inside the house, hand pumps provided the neceséary pres-
- sure. A pump attendant who took care of all-three reservoirs worked the
- handles ac intervals, filling the pipes as well as the small tin cisterns that’
ad been installed to serve each hydrant. o

+*Initially the pipes reached only the lower levels, where they poked
hrough the walls, each capped with a brass cock or hydrant. Theoreti-
ally, a turn of the handle brought. the water forth, but this always de-

ggdgd. upon-the vigilance of the pump attendant, and the condition of

hg;f‘pumps, which were often out of repair. The Treasury and the State

erpartmenF b}lilc‘lings had one hydrant apiece, in their basements. The

Pty

In.1829 the Committee on Public Buildings had decided not to pipe’
running water to the White House, preferring to spend all of its appropri-
ation on the north portico. Running water was a convenience known to
most hotels of any size, particularly in their bathing rooms, and private
mansions in the cities often had it in the kitchen, whether it was fed
from a spring, a well, or a cistern. Many dining rooms, including thatof
* the Madisons, had sizable cisterns equipped with brass or iron cocks; the
* convenience of these was not so much for drinking as for dishwashing;

which was nearly always performed in the dining room, and for th
- cooling of wine. ° : C

fDepartment, andthe third at the White House itself. The completed

- As the.[gonds were dug and the 1ayirig of pibe got underkwa)'/, the
engineer. decided to substitute iron pipe for the wooden trunks. At the
reseryoirs, stonemasons set bulky platforms or “pedistals” where the pipes -

directly ‘into the pools. Situated on the pedestals were pumps made of °

- means of grading were kept on a decline the whole way to the President’s - .

- Leckie’s system, largely completed by the end of May 1833, worked . -
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marble sink, and perhaps one in the kitchen.’! s

“nected at the White House, Major Lewis wrote to the President, who:was

" bathing room was established in the east wing to take further advantage

" boilers heated the water.3

" in New York and Philadelphia’.

v_ggr}dgningf ‘The responsibility of the public gardener extended not much
beyqnc%.thg“Capitdl;‘ thé Mall, and Pennsylvania Avenue, where he
arily.graded for drainage and planted trees. Most private houses had
al g:{dgr fenced yards planted.thickly with fruit trees, the earth beneath
athgm*packgd hard and swept with brush brooms. The larger houses, such
sythe’ Van Ness mansion near the White House, had wooded ’parks
he;ve;ishgepfgrazed to-keep the grass cut. Letters seldom refer to flowers. -
ugh:often to;._vegetables and fruits. Within .the White House in thé .
( the most- conspicuous flowers were of wax, atranged in Monroe’s
celain umns and protected beneath large glass domes. Fresh flowers

one in the main floor butler’s pantry, where the dishes were washed.in
" The beauty of clean, potable water, and the wonder of Thaving-
available inside the house at the turn of a_handle rather escapes’ldte
20th-century sensibilities. There was something especially lovely-abougit
in an age that hauled water in buckets, that drank from creeks and:wells
and, with good reason, feared bad water. As the pipes were being co

home’in Tennessee, that the water system would-be a “very corprég;éble =
thing.” And .comfortable indeed it proved to be,” when the kinksiwe
worked out.??2 - e SR

- One luxury usually leads to another; even in the house of a chieftair
of the common man. Very soon, either in late 1833 or early 1834,

reithe exception. :
rgmyﬁM_aher -owned a nursery and also accepted a salary for his
f}ﬁ%ffgggal,-pqst, A Jackson.appointee, he had come to Wasﬁington from
Ireland,as a child, brought by his father, a refugee from the rebellion of
795{{.{Ma}her-was a good businessman, owning in addition to the.nursery.
oon; which in the terminology of the time was known as a"‘groéery}”” |
seems to have solved his labor problems by bringihg'yourig Irishme:n
\merica, boarding_them, and employing them on his various projects
dmgthe public grounds. His household was of extraordinary size"
g at:one time 23 males between the ages of 20 and 40. ’
S }je.;:worked» hard,- and often found relaxation in drink. Son of his -
rebell;ops father, he loathed the British and anything British, so the man
wh ’haci_b'eat‘the British at New Orleans was a natural héro’fo him; the
}upd this gardener an amusing man to talk with. Now and ;h'en
Maker sidrinlf:i_ng and his boisterous companions irked the commissioner
of; b blic buildings, who complained to the President, who in turn con-
frontecl the .public gardener. But ' Maher found it easy to make Jack
laugh,and-always. got off the hook.5 ‘ ' e
W@r‘k’progressedyt,hrough the summier of 1833 on both the north and
e §9u§}1,grounds, even though the money proved not nearly sufficient, -
Betwe?n 61 and- 65 laborers worked under Thomas Murray, one o% '
Mah rs-tenants. “Graduating,” or grading, was done on the so’uth‘ and
ggrdenf_paths were laidout, topped with gravel. No plan survives to’ give
neexact description.of the pattern of the walks, the location of shel-
ers, o seats. Information on that summer’s work comes entirely from.

of the fine watér supply. All that is known of the room is that it had
hot bath, a cold bath, and a shower bath. Coal fires under large copper
Major work on the grounds began in the spring of 1833, and was 1
carried on until 1835. Since there.is no source to indicate anything elsé
it can be assumed that the plan generally followed the outlines set'd
'by.John Quincy Adams, whose concept, in turn, descended from :Jeff
son through Bulfinch. A good bit of the work under Jackson was.accor:
plished while he was away at the Hermitage in the summer of 183343‘;,,"1’};,’ =5
parties who conducted the work answered to Lewis, who, with his daughe.
ter Mary Ann, remained at the White House, with occasional algsen

The Garden

Andrew Jackson, farmer and horse breeder, shared the fascinatioj
_of his age with horticulture. At the White House he seems tohai’é;:bégéi}
pleased with the work of the gardener John Ousley,  first engaged; by
Adams, for Qusley stayed on. In the work of the early 1830s he al
called in Jemmy Maher, public gardener of the city, who contributed no
only his experience at managing large-scale works, but also a portion
his handsome annual appropriation. He attended to the earth-movin,
and to the planting of trees, while acting as purchasing agent. for n
plant material. Ousley, the flower gardener, remained in charge:of th
delicate plantings of flowers and shrubbery, the general maintenanceiof
the grounds, and the flower garden southeast of the house.>*”

-—— . LT ey

s:0f payment for. materials and services. 5
vJhe chopping of the earth with hoes and the dragging of the ground
.,gzrq!ges ‘made powdery clouds that dry summer. Draymen’s carts and |
wbgg{bggows.contributed to the stifling, nearly nauseating dust that slid

ugh:the green louvres of the windows and annoyed the occupants of

TNV IV § S o
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“also wanted the gates and piers moved wider apart—they must hav
“seemed tather close company in so large a space. The commissioner *
completed the work as the President wished, even after the money ran

“ington” would-assault the grounds.?

" House in ordetly black. The evenness of this line echoed the now. per’

intense heat and no rain, that the work was called to a halt. . But it was - .

unquestionably the lack of money, more than the lack of rain, that really

“stopped the work. Most of the cost was borne by the public buildings
“appropriation, and this had been’ drained after the destruction of the

Treasury building by fire in March 1833. So poorly did the new water
system serve the fire ﬁghters that the commissioner of public works,
William Noland, channeled most of his money to 1mprovmg ‘the water-"
works in the President’s Park. Commissioner Elgar wrote: “the. destruc-
tion of oné of the offices for want of water seemed to inculcate the.
necessity of providing against a recurrence of the catastrophe with the.

least possible delay.” By comparison, the work on the grounds seemed

minor. The commissioner asked Maher and Qusley to arrive at a figure

that would cover completion of the work in the next year?. - - %
The main improvement to the White House that we know about for ’

the summer of 1833 was on the north front. Noland commissioned a plan
for a parapet wall with an iron railing. This was to run between ‘the
foremost four columns, along the perilous edge of the deep areaway—

heretofore unfenced—and all around the lawn that spread between the.

‘two branches of the driveway. Andrew Jackson unrolled this plan,,mok

hlS pencil, and made so many changes, Noland observed, that he had
“more than doubled” the original cost. What }ackson wanted most was
the straightening of the wavy, curving north fence built by Monroe. He

out, explammg that he could not stop halfway or “all the cattle of Wash

"The source of the riew. fencing near the house is not known If it was

_not Paulus Hedl, who was still in business in New York, it was someone

who made railing that closely approximated what Hedl had put on the
-east frorit.of the Capitol in 1820. Low and heavy, made of wrought ifon;
‘the fence evoked the comice in the East Room. It featured a row of bold

anthemia seemingly outlined in iron, set within circles and running 31de .
- by side, held together top-and bottom by rails. This long Grecian border

ran the full extent of the north facade, apparently underhnmg the White :

fectly straight iron fence along Pennsylvania Avenue.

When there no longer seemed a possibility of frost, in March of :
1834, hoes and shovels again cut the ground. Now there were two White .
House gardeners. Ousley’s time was given over entirely to omamental -
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.- the vegetables. The division of responsibility suggests a broadening of the

gardening program at the Jackson White House, a separation for the first
“time of ornamental and edible plantings. It may well also pin down the
date when the old garden—which Jefferson had located on the south-
east—was redesigned and elaborated, and new ground was brokensouth-
~west of the house for the kitchen garden.

Most of the grading was completed in May. The driveway on the

’ -‘north was placed in its present path, laid over with gravel and edged with

‘paved walks. It became a wide horseshoe, bordered by paved footways.
‘Within_ the north fence all the ironwork was painted black. The gate
piers and all parapets were painted white, like the house. There was some
afu_'rther grading, because drainage had been a problem during the winter;
sections of thé parapet were cut open as outlets for ditches into Pennsyl-
vania Avenue. The ground was turned up and grass seed scattered. Pro-
“tectlve boxes were removed from Adams’s trees'on the north grounds, for

. ‘now. The few that survived were of sufficient size to fend for themselves,

‘even when sheep were turned in' to crop the lawn.’ S

‘The. greatest advances were on the south side. By man,- shovel 0X,
‘and plow the surface was graded to seat the south portico on a carpet
lawn.flanked by slopes that hid the littered east and west colonnades,
twhere in the warm months many homely household tasks were per-
ormed. The “circular road” was leveled and graveled, although no
'change seems to have been made in its path. The White House was not
‘visible from the arched gate, but screened by trees as Jefferson had in-
,tgnded Some of the trees had grown quite large. Beside the gate were
‘two weeping willow trees which were in Jackson’s day called ‘ancient,’

: datmg from “colonial times.”s

- Because the flower garden on the east and the kitchen garden on the
]west were fenced, the south driveway was segregated into its own open
grassy area apart from either of them. Jefferson’s high wall, albeit crum-
“bling in places, was the barrier between this and what Fanny Kemble
iad called in 1833 “a desolate reach'of uncultivated ground to the river.”
[t was crossed in several spots by wooden stiles, which pedestrians could
'chmb for an elevated look at the mansion. The popular pride of China,
or-chinaberry, trees were planted there in the spring of 1834.60

It may be that the celebrated Jackson magnolias, the mighty old
trees-that gnarl up today as-high as the house and shade ‘the President’s
‘be,droom ‘windows, were planted near the west stairway to the south
omco at about thlS time. No written record places these trees in ]ackr
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surely they would have been sufficiently advanced from seedlmgs in .

12 years to make their presence-known:6!
The work done on.the grounds in the spring and summer of 1834
was the most extensive landscaping yet. Jackson’s personal interest is

difficult to gauge. He had once hired a gardener in Philadelphia for the

Hermitage, an Englishman; William Frost, and as a planter he was pro-
fessionally concerned with horticulture. An avid gardener, however, he

seems not to have been. Van Buren, Vice President in Jackson’s second
term, was a gardening enthusiast, and in the early. 1830s toured English .

country houses and gardens, making extensive notes. King William [V
had shown him his gatden and retreat at Windsor, saying he loved it far
more than he did the palace. Possibly Van Buren encouraged the work on
the White House grounds.

Various building projects were undertaken for the garden Trellrses, :
‘benches, fences, a hothouse were built in the fall of 1834 by Bryan & *

Wood, a local contracting firm specializing in garden construction. A
“watch box” was built for a sentry, unquestionably in reaction'to the
attempt on Jackson’s life made at the Capitol on January 30, 1835. The

watch box was also a reminder that the south grounds, and particularly
the flower garden at therr eastern end, were for the exclusive use of the'
President and his household. One reason very few descriptions of the .

garden survive is that it was never open to public inspection.®

The acquisition of plant: material was large, and. ]emmy Maherl-'—
seems to have actéd on his own most of the time. His main sources were -
nurseries in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. He also attended ]

estate sales when he learned that greenhouses were to be emptied and

~ plant materials sold. The bills that passed into the records of William

Noland’s office provide a worthy, though general, overview of what
Andrew Jackson planted in the White House garden.
Few bills in 1834, 1835, and 1836 are for vegetable seeds or 1oots;

These were not difficult to find. Vegetable planting had been carried on -‘
at the White House for many years; begmnrng with the first Adams, and-

a part of the gardener’s job was to assure a garden s progeny by taking
seeds each season to root for the next. Cold frames were built for rooting,
and glass bell jars were purchased in great number for the same purpose.
In the winter oné can imagine some of the south windows filled, as in any

~ house of the day, with clay pots where seeds were rooting. At the White -
House this was William Whelan’s responsibility. He occupied a a room:" °
in the west wing, where the stable had been, | ]ust ad]acent to the vegeta- o

ble garden whrch was his charge

‘. from the best nurseries in the United States, principal among which were
 the firms of William Prince & Sons and Bloodgood & Company in Flush-
ing, New York. These were also the largest nurseries in the nation. They
were examples of how Jacksonian enterprise, coupled with the advances
in transportation since the War of 1812, had changed American busi-
ness. Although both had begun as local merchants, they had expanded
to become “national” businesses, with-full catalogues supplying plant
material to buyers as far away as-Louisiana. Of the two, the Prince com-
~~'pany sold more to the White House. At the Prince company Maher had
‘bought elm trees to replace Thomas Jefferson’s short-lived Lombardy
‘poplars on Pennsylvama Avenue. In addition.he ordered more trees for
the White House: sugar maples, elms, American sycamores, European
sycamores, red-twigged lindens, silver-leaf maples, oaks of all kinds, and
the magmﬁcent horse chestnuts, whose white, wisteria-like blossoms
“were for some years a Washington trademark. It was an .age in which
‘omamental trees were beloved both for summer shade and as shields from
the sometimes: bitter winds of winter.
. Although most of the grounds were planted heav1ly with trees
‘Maher’s notes suggest that few were planted on the southeast, where the
flower garden spread over some two acres within “its board fence: Some
trees stood at the edges of the garden, but.none in positions to impede
the southern sunshine. The open, level garden itself was crossed by grav-
-eled walks, which were flanked by grass borders. A daily duty -of the
‘gardener’s assistants was to take the gravel rakes, made in Washmgton
eéspecially for the purpose, and pull the gravel neatly to the center of
“these walks. This process did improve . the drarnage but, like plumping
“featherbeds to keep them mounded, it mainly testrfred to the ready avail-
“ability of low-cost manual labor: -
-+ Some of the garden’s numerous trellises were specrfred as berng for
roses. There was an arbor, the earliest mention of which is in an account
‘of Maher’s in the spring of 1835 for “running vine trainers for Arbours.”
"The character of this arbor is not known, but the lone photograph of the
‘old garden, taken in the late 1850s, shows a long, tunnel-like. arbor of
‘wood, painted white, and arched over'a straight segment of graveled
:walk. Perhaps this was the same arbor of Jackson’s time, or at least similar
-.to it. Other means of training and supporting flowering shrubs and vines
- were-also used. Bryan & Wood made “2 Espalier Frames for Rose Bushes”
-in the spring of 1834 and supplied more the next year.®
" Only spotty records remain of the actual species of the flowers and
¥ shrubbery used in the garden. Altheas, smgle and double were used in
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John Quincy Adams. Dwarf rose trees were mtroduced under }ackson, as
~ well as boxwood “edging.” Bills exist for more than 1, 000 “roots” pur-

chased from the nurseries and at public estate sales. These could be either .

bulbs or tuber roots, in the terminology of the day.%

Many- flowering - plants were undoubtedly acquired at no cost'

through cuttings—people in that era of popular gardening liked to trade.

John Quincy Adams had acquired many plants for the Whire House that.’
way. When they pruned, gardeners might root portions of their clippings’

in the cold frame so that they could reuse them in thelr own gardens or

trade them for other marerial.

Roses; the blossoms of fruit trees, such spring bulbs as hyacmths, "
narcissus, and tulips, were the flowers Andrew Jackson could see when -
. helooked down from his office windows. That there were other flowers:is.

certain. On visits to the White House, Senator Thomas Hart Benton .

used to take his daughter Jessie along to see the President, and the mem-
ory of flowers lingered throughout her life. “I have the beautiful recollec-

tion,” she wrote years later, of “stands of camelias-and laurestina banked -
row upon row, the glossy dark green leaves bringing into full rehef thelr

lovely wax-like flowers.”%

In the garden an orangery surveyed the parterres through tall glass :
windows; it stood with its back toward Pennsylvania Avenue and the -

north wind. Very little is known of this structure, except that the shell of

it was Latrobe’s old Treasury fireproof vault, abandoned after the war. and,
used for years as storage. It was turned by Jackson into a “hothouse,” or-*

. orangery, in 1835, possibly to house a sago palm rescued at Mount Ver?g

had great affection for Washington relics, and he was the owner of the:.
general’s desk chair. He had modeled his drweway at the rebuilt Hermltv
age after that at Mount Vernon.% :

" The exact appearance of Jackson's orangery is unclear, for r_here is
no detailed drawing. A photograph taken much later suggests that it was -
somewhat like the one that had burned at Mount Vernon. It had a

similar tall central section for large tubbed ‘plants—which appear con-’ .-
stantly in the records—with low, flanking wings. The middle part, with.-
its great arched window, is in fact the orangery; the photograph shows .

the wings as they were 20 years later, with glass roofs. Greenhouses were
not in common use in Jackson’s time, and these were built in 1853. The -

catpenters and glazners bllls of the Jackson tenure show that the or-

L I ey

- non that winter, when Washington’s old orangery burned down: When
the White House greenhouses burned in rhe late 1860s much was made-
over the loss of a sago palm that had belonged to Washington. Jackson - :
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-wood framing rotted in spots and glass paries were forever breaking.

Latrobe’s brick walls, however, and the lunettes, matching those on the
east and west wings, remained sturdy until the entire structure was de-

E ‘».mohshed in 1859.67

- Pennsylvania Avenue -

. As early as 1832 the local newspépers had taken an interest in im-

proving the public grounds, including those of the White House. The
“+ National Intelligencer suggested that the south wall be knocked down ‘and
- the lawn extended to Tiber Creek. “Within that enclosure,” continued
“the Intelligencer, “there mlght be a beautiful lake, or a handsome and -
" ornamental canal formed . .
“ground. The canal or lake could contain a beautiful island, directly in

. front of the house, which might be made, by the did of art, a little -
- paradise. The whole ground enclosed, from North to South, with an’iron’

. nature has done a great deal for that

railing, and certain offices that are within the present enclosure removed
at a distance not to be seen from the south front, would leave great room
for improvement. We then, in reality, should have room to introduce

< omamental as well as useful gardening within that enclosure on a grand
and beautiful scale. 68 : :

- Four years later, with Jackson’s work on the garden nearly. done, and

B the old Treasury a toppling skin of scorched brick, the' Committee on

Public Buildings met with the commissioner and representatives from the

- President’s immediate circle. Before them was the question: Why rebuild
" the Treasury as it had been? All the old executive buildings were inade-
. quate, hated by ‘those who had to use them. Why not level them all and -
 replace them with one building that would house evéryone? The most

convenient location for this executive pile might be either on Lafayette -
Park or on the grounds south of the White House. )
- It seems to have been Andrew Jackson himself who disposed of both
plans One alternative would have ruined the park; the other would have

_plugged the. southward vista from the President’s House. The President

would ‘have neither. Legend has it that he walked to the ruins of the
Treasury, beyond the White House- garden. He took long paces to the
south and made a mark with his cane. “This,” he is said to have pro-
nounced, “is where it shall be.” And there it stands.® »
».~ History has long abused the general for this act, claiming that he
blocked the view of the White House from the Capitol, down Pénnsylva-

nia Avenue. The truth 15, in locatmg the new, Treasury he rescued
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executive complex. He has also taken an unjust beating with regard to
the view from the avenue. L’Enfant’s idea for architectural terminations
of the Pennsylvania Avenue vistas had died along with his presidential
palace. General Washington had personally set the smaller house by
Hoban to the north, pulling it to the very edge of the avenue’s frame,
where it was barely visible, and even so, seemed squat and unimportant.
Jefferson’s sensitivity was understandably offended by the way the White
House shrank back wretchedly from the commanding axis, so he cut off
what little view there was with a curving driveway and dense plantings.
In siting the new Treasury building, Jackson really sacrificed noth-
ing, but corrected an old shortcoming by giving Pennsylvania Avenue at

last its architectural terminus. Robert Mills’s design for the new Treasury -

gave the avenue a colossal portico with mighty lonic columns. Here was
democratic grandeur of which one can suspect LEnfant himself would
" have approved. :

Old Ir0n51des

-

The hero of New:Orleans was rea&y to go home in"1837. He re- .
joiced that Van ‘Buren would succeed him, and from “time to time, in .-

anticipation of the terrible campaign, had considered resignation’ as a

possibility for assuring a peaceful continuation of Jacksonianism. Van
Buren consistently opposed this. At last the idea was. dropped and the _

general waited out the end of his time. .
Strange and moving images lmger of ]ackson s personal expenences
in the White House. Emily’s death in 1836 had broken his heart. His
adopted .son, Andrew Jackson, Jr:, married in 1831, and eventually
brought to the White. House his beautiful wife, Sarah Yorke. Jackson

liked well-bred women; after Emily went back to Tennessee in 1834
Jackson grew very close to his daughter-in-law. The gentle Sarah Jackson -
and her children would be the light of an old age which might, without -

them, have been dark with melancholy and physical pain.
His health was poor. Most of the descriptions reveal an old man 100

weak to'stand, at least for very long. A compelling glimpse of the gener- *

al's feebleness comes from the summer of 1834, when a gallant man
named Nicholas }. Ash announced that he would ascend into the sky.in

a balloon in honor of the President. When the day came, the Mall below
‘the White House was crowded with spectators, but Jackson was too weak

- even to stand on the south-portico. The curtains of his office were drav

back and he sat in the open wmdow As the balloon rose in the-air;
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huzzahs for Andrew Jackson. The hero could not hear him and could
only see the flags when Major Lewis pointed them out.?
~Few Americans had ever seen his face except in pictures, and few

“would have known him if they had seen him in person. Yet he was a
rather familiar sight in the little city of Washington: He clipped through

the early morning on his horse, riding with Van Buren; he was the host of
three—not the usual two—great public receptions each year, the new
one being }anuary 8, a week after the first, to honor his own victory over
the- British at New Orleans. In the last years he could not stand and
receive at these events, but sat in one of Monroe s golden chairs, with
Sarah Yorke Jackson “in full court costume’ close be51de him, while the

- multitudes flowed by.” -

March 4, 1837, he attended the mauguratlon of Van Buren and

. retumed to the White House, which was torn up with packing. On
* March 6, seated in his chair, he listened to a touching farewell delivered
* to him by, the mayor of Washington. This was a courtesy that had been
* accorded all Presidents since Jefferson, and the general had more to say
. in response than most of his predecessors thankmg the numerous delega-

tion with great warmth.
= That same day at about noon he climbed‘into his coach at the north
portico.to begin the 30-day j journey to the Hermitage. The trip would be

- softened wherever.possible by railroad cars and steamboats. On President

Van Buren s order, over objections from Jackson, the surgeon-general
was going along. The coach that now rolled that sunny day through thick-

crowds, down the White House drive and into Pennsylvania Avenue

toward the railroad depot was a magnificent vehicle, presented to Jack-
son by the ¢ ‘Democratic-Republican Citizens of New York City.” It was
made of wood taken from the fngate Constitution, the “Old Ironmdes of

,the War of 1812. -

" Every detail of the coach was luxunously finished, the trimmings

“+silver plate. Tts- surface was polished to a lacquer gloss. On the doors
bright painitings of the Constitution, full sail, combined with the inscrip-
tion “Patri victisque laudatus:” In this dramatic phaeton the hero departed

the White House forever, sunk back against crimson satin cushions,
white,thin, weak, but leaving behind him the image of a man as etet-
nally virile and young as the image in iron, on the rearing horse, that
would one: day become the chmax of Lafayette Park 3




