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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

1 0 : 2 0 P . M . EDT 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
DURING SONS OF ITALY GALA 

National Building Museum 
Washington, D.C, 

May 25, 2000 

. THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you for the warm welcome. I am 
delighted to be here. I'm sorry to be late. I got here in time 
to see Mario Andretti's film, or at least to hear it. And I want 
to 'begin· by congratulating Mario Andretti and Connie Stevens on 
their award, and congratulating you on honoring them. 

I was, today -- the reason I had to be a little late tonight 
is, I've been forced to·go to Rhode Island. I had ~o go to a 
memorial service today for a friend of mine. And then when I 
came back, I stopped by the Asian-Pacific American dinner 
tonight. And I brought Mary Beth Cahill, my Director of Public 
Liaison.· Now, she's I-rish, I'm Irish. We went to the 
Asian-Pacific dinner, and then we came to the Sons of Italy 
dinner. Is this a great country, or what? (Applause.) 

I want to ·thank all the· members of Congress who are here: 
Michael Capuano, Rosa· DeLauro, Peter DeFazio, Nick Lampson, Dave 
Weldon. And I know John LaFalce was here, and stnce he's from 
New York, I think I'll mention him anyway. (Laughter.) 

I want to -- I see Ambassador 
sir, for representing your country 
Ambassador to Hungary has come_all 
thank you. Thank you, Paul Polo. 
Thank you, Phil Boncore. 

Salleo back there. Thank you; 
~o well. And our u.s·. 
the way back, Peter Tufo, 
Thank you, Phil Picciga~lo. 



And I 1 d also like to recognize one of my heroes, since I 1 m a 
baseball nut, Tommy Lasorda, and Vic Damone. And Vince Panvini, 
the Sheet Metal Workers 1 President, thank you. (Applause.) 

You know, I do a lot of these dinners. And I never come so 
late, but normally by this hour, people are beginning to flag. 
But you look pretty lively to me tonight. (Laughter.) And I 
don 1 t think it 1 s me. I think the espresso, maybe. (Laughter.) 

I am going .to follow.tonight the admonition of·one of the 
greatest of all Italians -- Cicero, who was a pretty fair 
speaker. He said this: 11 brevity is the·best recommendation of a 
speech. 11 So I agree with that-- except when it comes to the 
State of the Union -- (laughter) -- and Cicero never had to give 
one of those, so I forgive him. 

Let me begin by saying that obviously this is the last one 
of these dinners I will attend as President. Many of you have 
helped me and the Vice Presi9ent and our administration family 
over seven and a half years, especially when it comes to 
advancing the cause of education. I thank you for what you do 
for the young people every year, and I hope to meet your young 
honorees tonight, which you 1 ve given the scholarships to. And I 
thank you very much for what you 1 ve done for us over these last 
seven and a half years. · 

I 1 d also like to say how profoundly indebted I am to the 
host of Italian-Americans who have served in this administration. 
Today, my Chief of Staff is John Podesta, the second 
Italian-American chief of staff I have had. (Applause.) My 
Deputy Chi~f of Staff, Steve Ricchetti; the Counselor to the 
Chief of Staff, Karen Tramontano; my Director of Communications, 
Loretta Ucelli; my Deputy Press Secretary, Jennifer Palmieri; and 
that 1 s just the beginning. (Applause.) 

I used to joke with them that someday, someone would file an 
affirmative action suit against me for having too many Italians 
in the administration. (Laughter.) But I 1 m very glad also to 
have Secretary Andrew Cuomo, who 1 s done a terrific job, and I 
want to thank him. (Applause.). ' 

I.want to also thank the Italian-American community for the 
contributions that s6 many millions have made to the progress of 
America these last seven and a half years -- to the economic 
progress, the social ,progress, bringing the values of immigrants, 
of hard work, faith and family, to the forefront of America, and 
bringing us together . 

. And I want to make basically just two points, very briefly, 
that I think are consistent with what the Sons of Italy have done 
for 90 years, now, and more. First of all, 'you may have noticed 
that this is an election year. It 1 s the first time in 26 years I 
haven 1 t been on the ballot, so I haven 1 t paid much attention to 
it -- (laughter) -- but I 1 m told that this is an election year. 
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Most of the time, I'm okay about not being on the ballot. 

But what I want to say to you is this: I've dqne everything 
I know td do to help our country deal with the challenges that 
have faced us at the end of the 20th century and the beginning of 
the 21st. We are now in a once-in-a~lifetime position -- in 
terms of the strength of our .economy, in terms of the 
strengthening of oui social fabric, in terms of our security 
position in the world -- and I believe the great question in this 
millennial year is, what are we going ·to do with this good · 
fortune? 

.And those of you at least in this audience who are over 30 
can all remember at least one time in your lives when you made a 
mistake -- a personal mistake, or a professional or a business 
mistake; or, if you're in politics, a political mistake -- not 
because things were going so poorly, but because things were 
going so well, you thought there were no consequences to a lapse 
in ·judgment, to taking the immediate path rather than the long 
view. 

The whole history of Italian-Americans is.the history of 
people who overcame obstacles, strengthened their families~ made 
sacrifices today for the benefit of tomorrow. And what I hope 
and pray for Americans, without regard to whether they're 
Democrats or Republicans or independents, is that we will take 
advantage of this precious opportunity we have to ask ourselves, 
what are we going to do with this good fortune to build the 
future of our dreams.for our children and our grandchildren? How 
are we going to meet the big challenges still out there? What 
about the people and places who hav~ been left behind by this 
prosperity? 

A couple of days ago we had what is, to me, one of my most 
moving days as President, when we had a.large number of members 
of Congress, including a couple who are in this room tonight, 
join the Speaker of the House and me to announce that we had 
reached a bipartisan agreement that I hope will pass the House 
and the Senate unanimously to give investors, like some of you in 
this room, the same tax incentives and other ·incentives to invest 
in poor neighborhoods in urban an9 rural America and our Native 
American reservations we give you to invest in poor areas 

.overseas and around the world. (Applause.) That's a big issue. 

What are we going to do to make:sure all of ou~ children 
have world-class educations, and they can all go on to college? 
What are we going to do to reward work, and help people balance 
work and family -- the most important question many people face? 

How will we manage the aging of America? What's going to 
happen to Social Security? What's going to happen to Medicare? 
What about the families that are taking care of their parents in 
long-term care? How are they going to. deal with that? 



.------------------------ ---------------------

The average life expectancy of anybody that lives to be 65 
today in America is 82. And it will soon be a lot higher. When 
we get the full decoding of the human genome sdmetime later this 
year, it will spark the most amazing revolution in the biological 
sciences we have ever seen. And I wouldn't be surprised if there 
are young people in this audience today who will have children 
over the next 20 years who literally will be able to look forward 
to a life expectancy of about 100 years. ' 

Now that is a high-class problem. But it means we have to 
do more to prepare the way. We've got to give seniors 
prescription drugs, so they can live healthier and better as well 
as longer. (Applause.) We've got to deal with this. --- if a 
family's going to take care of a loved one, an elderly or 
disabled loved one, we've got to help them do that. They ought 
to have some sort of tax break to do that. 

I think these things are very important. But they're big 
questions, and they don't have any. simple partisan answers; 
they're people issues. 

How are we going to deal with the new security challenges, 
from terrorists and rogue states and narco-traffickers? Someone 
told me the Ambassador from Colombia is here tonight. Th~ next 
big national security challenge we have is getting the Congress 
to pass America's share of helping to save the oldest democracy 

-in Latin America, in Colombia, and I hope all of you will support 
that. We have got tp prove that~ free system of_free people can 
defeat narco-traffickers and civil war and terrorists. We've got 
to prove that. (Applause.) 

But to me, the most important thing of all is, as we become 
more and more a nation of immigrants, how shall we remain one 
America? How will we celebrate our diversity? I don't believe 
in tolerating difference. I think it should be celebrated and 
enjoyed. Thfs is a more interesting country,- don't you think? 
That it Is growing more diverse? (Applause.)- .. · 

You know, when I was over -- at the Asian dinner tonight, 
there are people from at least 25 different national groups, 
speaking_ over 75 different native languages, from hundreds of 
different ethnic groups, just in the Asian-'American community 
alone. Across the river here in Alexandria, there is one school 
district that has children in it whose parents speak over 180 
languages as their first language. 

Now, in.a global economy and an increasingly global society, 
this is a godsend. But we don't have time anymore, or the · 
luxury, for people to endure some of the prejudice and · . 
discrimination that the Italian~ and the Irish went through when 
they came here; that the Japanese felt when they were put in the 
internment camps in World War II; that we still see in the hate 
·crimes around this· coun~ry .. · 
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So I hope you will help us to support the hate-crimes 
legislation, the Employment Non..:.Discrimination Act, and even more• 
important, genuine efforts in every community and every school to 
expose our children to all the differences that make up America 
today -- to let them appreciate them and respect them and 
celebrate them, -and recognize that the only way we•re ever going 
to hold our ship. of state together is to find that incredible 
balance between loving our. ethnic diversity and understanding 
that our common humanity is even more important. (Applause.) 

It•s probably too late in the evening for such heavy stuff, 
but this ·is my last shot, and I thought I • d take it. (Laughter.) 

Again let me say, I thank you. I•ve had a wonderful time. 
The country•s in good shape. You have to decide what to do with 
it. 

You want to be able to tell your children and your 
grandchildren that when the century turned, and when we started a 
new millennium, America was not just in good shape, but you made 
the most of it -- that we were a good friend and a good neighbor 
to the rest of the world, and that we built a-new future for all 
our people. That•s what you want to be able to say. 

And so, whatever your political background, whatever your 
predispostion, be Italian this election year. Think about 
family; think about work; think about the futurej think about 
your grandchildren. And give it all you•ve got. (Applause.) 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 10:37 P.M. EDT 

Message Sent To: 



SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION 
· Order Sons of Italy ·in America 

219 E Street, N.E. • Washington, D.C. 20002 
(202) 547-2900 FAX: (202) ~168 

February 4, 2000 

The Honoxable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the Umted States. of America 
The White House 
·1600 PennsylvaniaAvei:Lue, NW 
Washington,·DC 20500 

. Dear President· Clinton: 

· On behalf of Sons ofltaly Foundation President Paul S. Polo and the SlF Board of Trustees, it is my 
great pleasure to invite you and Mrs. ClintOn to ~e Sons ofltaly FouD.dation' s 12th Annual National 
Education & Leadership Awards (NELA) Gala, to be held the evening ofMay 25, 2000 at the National 
Building Museum here in Washington. DC. We have been deeply honored the past two years by yout 
presence and. eloquent ·addresses given at this event, and we would be equally delighted by yet another 

repeat visit this year. 

As you know, the annual NELA Gala is the hallmark of the S!f''.s phnantbropic program and commitment 
to education, wherein we've contributed in eJC.cess of $30 million to scholarships for outstanding young , 
people since 1968. This year, we continue ow tradition of publicly honoring, not only these talented 
students, but some very well-known Italian .Americans who have given a great deal back to om . 
community. Mario .Andtetti will be recognized with the SIF's 4th Annual H'Wll,ali.itarian Award, while a 
leading corporate CEO, to be named, will receive the principal (NELA) aWard. Vic Damone and his 
orchestra will be on hand for a special tribute penormance. LaiTY King will once again emcee. 

. ThO 12• Amma1 NELA Gala will take PJ.ace on fhurs<bly, May 25, ~ approidDiately 6:06 • 11:00 pro 
once again at the. National Building MuseUtn.l sincerely hope that you and Mrs. Cliilton will be able'to : 

· . attend, as our Special guests, and that you will consider addtessing the audieD.ce. as well. Should you wish 

. . 

to attend the 'dimler and/or VIP Reception, we would be more than happy tO make such m:rangements. · . 

Please have your schedulers let me know at your earliest conveDience, by replying directly eithet to me 
or Exoculive Se=taiY Martba Morse at (202)547.3155. I look fuxward to be8Ilng from you. · 

Sincerely, . . 

p~·-oz.p~~ 
Philip R. Pic~allo, Ph.P. . 0 . 
National Executive Director 

cc: Paul S. Polo, SIF president 

.;, >) 
, I , . 
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Final 05/25/00 7:00pm 
JeffShesol 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION 

12th ANNUAL NATIONAL EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP AWARDS GALA 
THE NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, DC 
May 25,2000 

Acknowledgments: Sec. Slater; Members of Congress; Italian Amb. to US Ferdinand 
Salleo [sa-lay-o ]; US Amb. to Hungary Peter Tufo; Paul Polo, SIF Pres.; Phil Piccigallo fpitch­
igallo ], OSIA Nat'l Exec. Dir.; Phillip Boncore, OSIA Nat'l Pres.; Vince Panvini, Sheet Metal 
Workers; Tommy Lasorda; Vic Damone; tonight's honorees Mario Andretti & Connie Stevens 

I'm delighted to join you at this year's gala, even at this late hour. You know, !attend a 
lot of dinners, and by this time in the evening, people fend to flag a little. But you all look pretty 
lively. Is it me, or the shots of espresso? 

All the same, I won't keep you much later. _It was Cicero who said, "Brevity is the best 
recommendation of speech." And I completely agree. Except when it comes to the State ofthe 
Union. Cicero·never had to give one of those. 

' ' 
As I look out at this audience and see the wide range of talent represented here, I'm 

reminded of the many ways that Italian-Americans make a difference every day. This is 
something that's never far from my mind- or my door. Just a few steps from the Oval Office, 
I'm very lucky to have my Chief of Staff, John Podesta; my Deputy Chief of Staff, Steve 
Ricchetti; the Counselor to the Chief of Staff, Karen Tramontano; my Communications Director, 
Loretta Ucelli; and my Deputy Press Secretary, Jennifer Palmieri. And I think you all know how 
important Secretary Cuomo has been to my a.dministration. 

I am very proud of the contributions that Italian-Americans, both within the White House 
and across America, are making to these remarkable times- to the· longest economic expansion 
in history, the lowest unemployment in 30 years, the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years. 

Every bit as important, the sons and daughters ofltaly are working hard every day to 
strengthen the values we all share: the love of family and the vitality of faith; the importance of· 
education; the pride in work; and the devotion to community and country. These values are 
close to the hearts of Italian-Americans and, indeed, Americans of every background. They led 
millions of immigrants to our shores and guided them, once they got here, to the highest levels of · 

. achievement and power. · 

We·are here tonight not just to celebrate those achievements but to honor our shared 
commitment to education, the gate\Yay to opportunity in America. As Preside.nt, that's a 
commitment I have worked hard to fulfill- investing more in and demanding more from our 

'1 
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public schools; expanding HeadStart; creating HOPE Scholarships, increasing Pell grants, and 
opening the doors of college to all Americans . 

. For more than 90 years, the Sons ofltaly has kept faith with these cherished values while 
working to build an even better future for our children. Again, let me offer my congratulations 
to tonight's honorees, who exemplify that tradition, and my thanks to all of you. For every day 
that you honor your proud heritage, you enrich and strengthen our great nation. Thank you and 
good night. 

.. : 
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May 24,2000 

Sons ofltaly Foundation's 12th Annual 
National Education and Leadership Awards Gala 

Date: 
Time: 
Location: 
From: 

May 25,2000 
9:30p.m. 

I 

National Building Museum 
Mary Beth Cahill 
Danny O'Brien 

I. PURPOSE 

To acknowledge the contributions of the Italian American community to all facets of 
American society and to uphold the Administration's initiatives as they relate to 
education, family values, safe communities and expanded opportunities. 

II. BACKGROUND 

The Sons ofltaly Foundation celebrates the twelfth' anniversary of its National Education. 
and Leadership Awards Gala. The NELA Gala is the hallmark of the organization's 
philanthropic activities in support of education. Since 1968 the Sons ofltaly Foundation 
has contributed in excess of $30 million to outstanding young people. you attended the 
NELA Gala in 1998 and 1999. 

Celebrating the spirit of community amongst Italian Americans, this year's NELA Gala 
will honor Mario Andretti with the National Education and Leadership Award and 
Connie Stevens with the Sons ofltaly Humanitarian Award. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Greeters and Stage Participants: 
"""'-Paul Polo, President, Sons ofltaly Foundation 

..... Dr. Phil Piccigallo, National Executive Director, Order Sons ofltaly in America 
/ Phillip Boncore, National President, Order Sons ofltaly in America 

Vincent Panvini, Dir.ector of Government Affairs, Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Association 



IV.. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

• You will be greeted by Pauf Polo, Phil Piccigallo, Phil Boncore and Vince Panvini 
• Off-stage introduction of you and the four greeters 
• You proceed to the stage where Paul Polo will introduce you (one minute) · 
• You provide remarks 
• You depart the stage and work the rope line. 

V. PRESS· 

Open press 

VI. ATTACHMENTS 



Draft 05/25/00 4:00pm 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION 

12th ANNUAL NATIONAL EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP AWARDS GALA 
THE NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, DC 
May 25,2000 

Acknowledgments: Sec. Slater; Italian Amb .. to US Ferdinand Salleo [sa-ldy-o ]; US 
Amb. to Hungary Peter Tufo; Members of Congress; Paul Polo, SIF Pres.; Phil Piccigallo fpitch­
igallo ], OSIA Nat'l Exec. Dir.; Phillip Boncore, OSIA Nat'l Pres.; Vince Panvini, Sheet Metal 
Workers; Tommy Lasorda; Vic Damone; tonight's honorees Mario Andretti & Connie Stevens 

I'm delighted.to join you at this year's gala, even-at this late hour. You know, I attend a 
lot of dinners, and by this time in the evening, people tend to flag a little. But you all look pretty 
lively. Is it me, or the shots of espresso? 

All the same, I won'tkeep you much later. It was Cicero who said, "Brevity is the best 
recommendation of speech." And I completely agree. Except when it comes to the State ofthe 

I 

Union. Cicero never had to give one of those.·-

As I look out at this audience and see the wide range of talent represented here, I'm 
reminded of the many ways that Italiim-Americans make a difference every day. This is 
something that's never far from my mind _:___ or my door. Just a few steps from the Oval Office, 
I'm very lucky to have my Chief of Staff, John Podesta; my Deputy Chief of Staff, Steve 
Ricchetti; the Counselor to the Chief of Staff, Karen Tramontano; and my Communications 
Director, Loretta Ucelli. 

I am very proud of the contributions that Italian-Americans, within the White House and 
across America, are making to these remarkable times- to the longest economic expansion in 
history, the lowest unemployment in 30 years, the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years. 

Every bit as important, the sons and daughters of Italy are working hard every day to 
strengthen the values we all share: the love of family and the vitality of faith; the importance of 
education; the pride in work; and the devotion to community and country. These values are 
close to the hearts ofltalian-Americans an~cans of ev background. They led 
millions ofimmigrants to our shores and~nce they goth~ uided th to the very highest -
levels of achievement and power. 

We are here tonight not just to celebrate those achievements but to honor our shared 
commitment to education, the gateway to opportunity in America. As President, that's a 
commitment I have worked hard to fulfill - investing more in and demanding more from our 
public schools; expanding HeadStart; creating HOPE Scholarships, increasing Pell grants, and 

_ opening the doors of college to all Americans. 

1 
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For more than 90 years, the Sons ofltaly has kept faith with these cherished values while 
working to build an even better future for /our children, Again, let me offer my congratulations 

. to tonight's honorees, who exemplify that tradition, and my thanks to all of you. For every day 
that you honor your proud heritage, you enrich and strengthen our great nation. Thank you and 
good night. · · 

2 
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. 8:13-8:20 

8:50-9:00 

9:00-9:26 

9:27-9:32 

9:32-9:34 

9:34-9:38 

. 9:38-9:50 

9:50-9:57 

9:57-10:10 

10:10-10:15 

·10: 15-10:17 
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NELA Gaia Prograln 
Thursday, May 25, 2000 

Rtn~ised 5116/oo 

CocktaiJJVJp Reception 

CuJ .,..,</ ~oice-aver, appedzer is pre-se~ waiters help usher people In, pow whife wine 

Turn off fountain when all guests ~e seated 

Dinner. 

Program begins sitnultm1eously, as below 

Greetings/Welcome from Emcee To1nmy Lasorda 

Invocation by Father William J. Byron 

VOG Introduces Tenor.Michael Amante 
Amante Perfonns 2 Arias 

OSWSIF Presidents Speak 
Coffee and dessert se111ed 

1 I Scholarships- Presented (on stag~) 
. (J 2 scholarshJps ""'!'lioned, total, hut one winner not Vi attendance) 

Lasorda Introduces NELA Co•Chaizman Corrao 

Corrao presents Guara.s.cio With 'Crystal Lion Recognition AWard• 
Guarascio- speaks 

Lasorda· Introduces Lo Bianco 

LoBianco Introduces Stevens• Video/Video Shown! Award Presented 

Humanitarian Award Recipient Connie Stevens Speaks 

Lasotda Introduces NELA Co~Cba.innan GiaiicamilJi 

Giancami.ui Introduces Andretti Video/Video ShOWn! A ward Presented · 
. ' 

NELA Recipi~nt Mario Andretti Speaks 

Lasorda Introduces Vic Damone 
10:17-11:07 

Damone Perfor.ms 
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Attendees-VIP Reception 

Last Name 
FuJIName(s) 

Company 
-

O'Brien Guest 

Amnntc 
O'Brien Guest 

Andrcltj Michael AmWitc 

Andrctti 
Milrio Andretti 

Anronini 
Rina Andrctti 

kathy Amollirii 
JEA Enterprises 

Antonini· 

Joseph .E!;AiJtonini 
lEA Enl.llrprlses 

A~n 

Deniso Austin 
Kin art 

8agnaU 

Thomas Bagnall . Beach 

1\ndrea I<. Beach· 
<?SlA 

Bell 
Alan Bell 

VF Jeanswear 
Bologna 

JoeBolosna 
actor 

! ·. 

' .. Boncorc 

Goldie Soncorc 
OSli\ 

. Boncon: 

Philip R. Boncorc 
OSJA 

Bonelli 

Anthony Bcmclli 
· Scberirig Labs 

Bonicllo 

~ph Boniello 
Schering Labs 

Borsclla 

John BorseUa 
Scheruig Labs 

Brewer 

Cot Jessie Brewer Bucci 

WU!iam 0. Bucci 
GLofPA 

. Byron, S, J. 

Father William J. Byron, S. J. 
Georgcto\l'n University 

· Camarata 

Lou C~~n~amta 
Camlllllta 

Campbell 
Marion Camarata 

Arch Campbell 
WRC(NBC) 

Capello 

J11nct Cappello 
GLofCA 

Capuano 

Holi. Michael Capuano 
Congress . 

Cicala 

McloCicala 
Connors 

Corrao Carol Connors 

Robert Corrao 

Spo.l'b Impact 
Corrao 

~ret Corrao 
w/Corrao 

Crcspy 

Diani: e. Cn:.spy 
OSli\ 
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CIISbmau 
Marilla Cuslunan 

011moue 

De Lauro 
Rena 'Darnone 

Hon. Rosa De Lauro 
US Congress 

DcFm;io 

The Hon. Peter DeFazio ' 
US House of Representatives 

DeliJliSi 
Anthony Demasi 

OcNicola 
Anthony DeNicola 

Schering _Labs 
DeRea 

Father Philip DeRe11 
Dil.uscia 

Vincent J. DiLascia 
Si::hcring Labs Dilascia 

Christopher DiLascia 
Schcring Labs DiLascia 

Fralik I. biLascia 
Scherittg Labs Dizebba 

Patricia Dizebba 
Dodson 

Duddy 
GDJyDodSoo 

Edelstein. Christopher Duddy 

Art Edelstein 
Hlltl'is Marketing 

falo 
Pilar Faro 

Farber 

Fauci 
Brian Farber 

Dr. Abthony Fauci 
l\!Jfi Fisher 

Joely FisiJcr 
FislJcr 

Fitzpatrick 
TriciaLeigh Fisl)cr 

Floccuzio 
EliZabeth Fitzpatrick 

Luana Flocc:ll2io 
Harris Marketing 

Fontana 
l<.cvin Fontana 

Hnnis Marketing 
Fontan11 

Donna Fontana 
Harris M~kcting Fortiubcny 

Christa Portillbeny 
JEA Enterprises Fosrer 

I<~tFoster 
FuJvio 

Jody Fulvio 
GLofPA ~lllsa 

The Hou. Arthur J, Gajarsu 
FedemJ Judge Gajarsa 

Melanie Glljlll"Sa 
Gay 

Peters. Gay 
PSP Giancamil!i 

\Vanda GianciQ1Iil!i 
Kutart Giancamilli 

Andy Giaoeaaum 
Kmart Gilman 

Andrew Gilman 
Harris Markctting 

Gioia 

Patricia Gioia 
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Full Name(s) 

Cmnpany Gioia 

Ret Gen. iohn Gioia Grauso 
Dauielle 1\1, Grnuso 

OSIA. 
. Grosso 

Sonny Grosso 
C'ruarascio 

Philip Guatascio 
w/Corrao· 

Guarascio 

Ruth Ouarascio 
w/Corrao ·l-lansen 

Ralph Hansen 

Pe~rasus Promotions 
Haskell 

Niklci Haskell 
Hatch 

Hollowoush 
Hon. Orrin Hatch 

Isnani 
Amy HolloWbush 

Robert lgnani 
PSP l<csslcr 

Lynn Kcssler-Hi.ltajczuk Kester 
TcnyKcstcr 

production 
Kester 

Jan !<ester 
production Krauss 

Christina Krauss 
Kronm.d 

David Krotlllld 
.Kntart Kuske 

JcnyKuskc 
Kman LaFalce 

The Hon. John J. LaFalce 
US House of Representatives 

LaGrega. 
Angelo LaGregn 

Vf' Jeanswear 
LaMorte 

William LaMorte 
Schering Labs LIIITlpson 

The Hen. Nicholas Lampson 
US Congress t..asorda 

Tommy Lasorda 
Dodgers Ulw 

Tom Law· 

Sterling Winters 
Leicht 

Lars ~icht 
Santi Vintcrs 

Lewis 
Karen Lewis 

OSIA-voluuteer 
t..ic:ua 

Father DOnald B. Licata 
OSIA 

) 

LoBianco 
' 

Tony Lo Bianco 
LotitO 

Chris 111, Lotito 
Gl.ofCA Luzquinos 

Julio Luzquinos 
Magistrnti 

Minister Picrandrea Magistmti 
Italian Embassy Magi strati 

Elena Magistrati 
Mahmet 

MElli ani 
Pc:ter Mahmct 

James MllriiUJi 
Banfi Vintcrs Mariani 

Bemadctte Mariani 
F.!anti Vintcrs 
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Last Name 
l 

<f 
FuU NaiQe(s) 

.compaQy 
Robinson 

' Miles RobJmon 
Sterling Winters 

Rogers 

EIWnc Rogt:rs 
Rolaod 

leslie Roland 
Kman 

Rosenblum 

Steve Rosenblum 
Sterling Winters 

Rosenhaus 

·Rex Rosenhaus 

·. Hams Marketing 
Rosini 

Manuel Rosini Rudo 

DianeRudo 

Hams Marketing 
Sail eo 

Anna. Marie Salleo 
Embassy 

Sal leo 

·.Ambassador Ferdinand Sulle:o 
8mbassy 

Secchia 

Joan Sc:cchia 

Universal Products 
Secchia 

Hoa. Peter F. Secchia 
UnjversaJProducts 

Sheets 
Dale Sheets 

Sheer:s 

Shuklc-Rosenhaus · 
Joan Sheets 

Janice Shlikla-Ros~:~~haus 
flarris ~kotinc 

Stanek 

Chrisllne Stanek 
lADLe 

Stemm 

~· Patri~ia Stc:mm Stevens 

StJrratt Connie SrevCTls 

Dcre:Ic Sllmllt 

British Airw~tys 
Swratt 

D!lfa SLirratt 

British Airways 
Tatulli 

1o1m Tatullj 
osiA Taylor 

Renee Taylor 
actress 

Tedesco 

PIIDlcla Te:d~co 
GLofCA 

Tedesco 
John icdesco 

GLofCA 
Tomassetti 

Nick R. Tomii.Ssetti 
Airbus 

Tomassetti 

Flora Tomassetti 
..Wbus 

TotriUo 

Alison M. T Orrillo 
OSIA 

TUfa 

Kimberly Tufu 

US Embassy-Hungary 
l'ufu 

Ambassador Peter Tufo 
US Emb&ssy·Hung~~~y 

Vought 

Brigadier Gen. Wilma Voughr 
Women in Military Service 

Wa" 
Dora Wille 

Cafe Milano 
Weldon 

Hon. David Weldon 
Congress · 

Williarus 

Cindy Williams 

Sterling Winters 
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•:- ' .- .. , . 
.... 

'Septemoer-n;=-1999~- :..> · \ ~,p,,.,.:;r 
Thank you for your kind introduction and for this nwnrin~Jl honor. • 

• Growing up in a working-class neighborhood in Chicago, 1 never thought I'd be standing in 
the Waldorf Astoria .. We Chicagoans have an inferiority complex - and often refer to our 
hometown as the second city. Of course, we all know the first city is ... Rome. Actually, for 
my family, t. first city is Genoa- but I figured that wouldn't have wo~r the joke. 

"._ . . /J,-w . . 
# .A(. • I must admit, I was a little surprised when I heard who I' e sharing the stag~ witli tonight. 
~tr I'iit not as funny as Joe Piscapo. I don't know th~ cets like Joseph Battipaglia. And I 

. definitely don't have a voice like Johnny Maestro. The only person I have a,nything in 
common with is Mario Andretti. Surviving the twists and turns of the Clinton White House 

. A is about as death-defying as driving a Formula One race~ ~~ . 

i'o-ift;:~~iet;;;;rn~r~ ye~Ce~ell:you•~o~t~:i.~anerraanc~o 

• 

• 

• 

(1:old·mel~~~u're-gomgJ_o wo_rKJ.nJlie_Whtte_H:OJls~_;-lt lielps_to_b_e_able_to.:..r.ea<:LMachtavellt! 

~!he-orig~t~!@IJ . 

All kidding aside, <.:ifs~often_a.urJHilianJ1eritage_anci]nfditions.oLwor:k,-family,-education,-aria=:..::...:; 
;community_:th~.t:gui~des .. ouLJudgemeri1';~ar1d-:aflows:us-~to=-Fielp·.;ihe:,pi-esi<Ieiit~~seill!S~agen-aa:--=-' 
·.~se-indelibte-::.vallies:ar·e~aS.:timely~today~-as~tney=were=l-OO-years-ag6-wlien-iny.:.·grai1dparenis=-:.:: 
._grrive<t 11t~ EJlis-IsJand.3They are what drive all of us in the Administration every day: 

Strengthening our families . . our children b~sr shU& I rls, providing a ePpAJ;i,ttrA.u,.... r 
education ~C all 0 nefiGii.PS, improv: ng access to healthcare, creating safer neighborhoods, '/ 
and maintaining our leadership arou the world.· 

..... ~·-·· -· . 



• 

• These values. are the real story of our p~ple and of all Americans .. They're why your 
organizatio~works so hard to keep these/ideas alive. A~ moot imfSCJiH H;1, they're what 
make me proud to be ~ an Italian 2fllllll- Am~erican. Thank you again and goodnight. 

. . IJ•F 
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CONSTANTINO BRUMIDI: BIOGRAPHY 

Constantino Brumidi painted scores of frescoes in the United States Capitol. In addition to "The 
Apotheosis of George 
Washington" which appears in the Capitol dome in the Rotunda, Brumidi created artworks in the House of 
Representatives Chamber, many comrtlittee rooms, the President's Room, the Senate Reception Room, and 
throughout 
the corridors of the Capitol. One cannot tour the United States Capitol without being inundated with the 
work of · 
Brumidi. The West Corridor of the Capitol has been termed the "Brumidi Corridor." The influence of 
Constantino 
Brumidi's artistic sensibilities on the artwork ofthe nation's Capitol are undisputed, but definitive and 
scholarly 
treatments ofBrumidi's life and work are less evident. 

Constantino Brumidi was born in Italy in 1805. He grew up in Rome, and studied at the Italian Academy of 
Arts. He· 
immigrated to America in 1852, at the age of forty-seven. For the rest of his life (some twenty-seven years), 
Brumidi 
devoted his time to numerous commissioned frescoes, paintings, and sculpture in the Capitol building. The 
only known 
quote from Brumidi has been preserved by American author Smith Fry, who asserts that upon reaching 
America 
Brumidi said 

ave no longer any desire for fame and fortune. My one ambition and my daily prayer is that lmay live 
ng enough to 
ake beautiful the Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty. 

/ . 

This quote may be inauthentic. Mr. Fry, the author of "Thrilling Story ofthe Wonderful Capitol Building 
and Its 
MArvelous Contents" (1911) and "Fry's Patriotic Story of the Capitol" (1911), provides no documentation.· 

In 1860, Brumidi married an American woman named Lola Germon. 

There is no information on his first (Italian) marriage, but he did keep in contact with a daughter, Elena, 
who remained in 
Rome. 

On February 18, 1880, Constantino Brumidi died at his home in Washington, D.C. Brumidi died in relative 
. penury, but ' 
Congressional records indicate that he was well-paid. Originally, his salary was pegged to the annual 
salaries awarded 
to United States Congressmen, but this was eventually changed to a per diem ranging from eight to ten 
dollars. The 
largest work commissioned, "The Apotheosis of George Washington," was contracted for a lump sum of 
$40,000. . 
Brumidi received all but the $500 reserved for completion of the project. 

5/25/2000 2:31 PM 
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Brumidi's reputation waxed and waned, both during and after his lifetime. For almost one hundred years 
after his death, 
his grave in Washington was Uillilarked and unadorned. Little notice was made of the artist of the Capitol 
frescoes. The 
public's limited awareness of the existence ofBrumidi was expanded by a conscious resurrection of his 
reputation in the 
1950's by Myrtle Cheney Murdock. 

The Church Of The Holy Innocents 
128 West 37th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10018 

Phone: (212) 279-5861 
Fax: (212) 714-9313 

Email: chi@innocents.com 

j 
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Public Papers of the Presidents 

CITE: 35 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 2068 

LENGTH: 1595 words 

HEADLINE:~~r~~:::at a ~I>Jp~.iP.pa·lltali~!"'"'~~~-r~c~~ ~,~ul'~~!i~~pJ.nri~r. .J­
BODY: 

Thank you ladies and gentlemen. First of all, let me thank you for your warm welcome to Hillary 
and me. Thank you, Frank Guarini, for being my friend for all these years. Thank you, President Joe 
Cerrell. To all the distinguished guests here and the honorees, the Members of Congress, Gerry 
Ferrarro, Ambassador Foglietta, Ambassador Rosapepe. To our distinguished Italian guests, Maria 
Bartiromo, Ambassador Salleo and, especially; Foreign Minister Dini. 

I would like to say a special word of appreciation at this pointto the Prime Minister and the 
rnment of Italy for standing with us and working with us for the cause of our common humanity 

in Kosovo and, before that, in Bosnia, We could not have done it without Italy, and I am grateful. 

Justice Scalia and Cardinal Hickey and all the others here-- you stole my line about~s-~R:_e"fiGen'f;:QfFi1yJ 
(fQ!JtiQ!_hief$_;:__qJ.::5l~@DQ:ttaliiOE1ne:::..o_tfierJwo:Wrsrrtb~-Y. we.r.e:ri [Laughter] I thank you for all the 
gifts fro~eatfie:_a·r.na,ii nclud i_ng the beautif_u I flowers for Hi II a ry cW.e"'vis!t~~~~h,e_r;~,'!IIY,l:J,E:f1:1:.~.:.~.=~.~~~.9 

..::S~en~e_of.:.the:.G~~natl_ons:-":Vas~h.~l~:lt:J:-N~p~~_;;,.,And we have been very blesse9oy our t1mes 
there. I understand my ffie·nd'"t::>ick~Grasso ana the Barnes & Noble CEO, Leonard Riggio, are both 
from that region of Italy. I'm about to go back to Florence, and I'm only supposed to stay a day, so if 
I play hooky and stay an extra day I want 3,000 of you to write an excuse for me, just like I used to 
get when I missed a day of school. 

I guess I ought to say, since this is baseball season, that I'm ?Ure of one person who would like to be 
here tonight who can't be is Joe Torre. Now, I'm not taking sides in the baseball series, but the 
Yankees do have two Italian-Americans on their team -- Joe and the catcher, Joe Girardi. And no city 
in America has been better to me than Boston, but the Red Sox haven't had an Italian since their 
pitcher Frank Viola retired. So I think we ought to get the Red Sox an Italian baseball player to 
balanceout our equal opportunity agenda through the country. 

You know I ~~-:t.!I_~~q_:g i~ll j,Q_g:;ef,p.,.u ~~Po~ ~~-~yf•TJt~JJq;l}::~m.~r.i ~a n~;have:ma'd~-:ib~~Huable::_cq:[i_t[i o_uti:O:ns.P" 
And I want to sa-y a speclal'word~ofthanks;"'not-for·all tnose wh1ch I could lltamze, and you know 
them, but for the National Italian American Foundation's leadership for our efforts to build one 
America. 

'm very grateful that this is a country in better shape than it was 7 years ago whe~:;~,JJirsLcame h.e.r.e..~~ 
am very grateful for the chance that I have had to serve.£_n'i?Qfatefi1Efdr..:.tne:'ualiari..:Americans-who_::.t,~ 

_hqve-helped·'to:-ensure:-Jhe~success~of-our-adrninistratib'h:;}l'm glad that we have the _lowest ~ 
'unemployment rate in 29 years and-tneiowest welfare rolls in 30 years and the lowest poverty rates \J 
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in 20 years, the lowest crime rates in 26 years and the first back-to-back surpluses in 42 years. 

But I have to tell you that the most important thing we have to do to get ready' for the 21st centu~y,. 
even more important than our efforts to continue to grow our economy, is to build one country out of 
our diversity. If we do, if the American people really can come ·to have that wonderful balance which 
enables us to celebrate our diversity and our unique ethnic and· religious traditions-- which makes 
America a very interesting place to live-- and still say our common humanity is even more 
important, we'll figure out how to deal with all the other things. 

Last year, one of only 2 years I've missed since I first came here 7 years ago, I was up for 9 days:and 
nights at the Wye Plantation trying to keep the Middle East peace process on track. If you look 
around the. world at how I have spent my time as your .President -- working for peace in the Balkans, 
among Muslims and Croats and Serbs, among Albanian Muslim and Serbian Orthodox Christians; for 
peace in the Middle East, among Arabs and Jews, among Israelis, Palestinians, Syrians, Jordanians, 
and Lebanese; for peace in Northern Ireland among Catholics and Protestants; to set up protections· 
against the kind of tribal slaughter we've seen in Africa among people who shared the same land,,in 
one case in Rwanda, for 500 years. 

I 

It is truly interesting that at the dawn of this n~w millennium, when we're exhilarated by all these 
technological and scientific advances that are being made -- one man told me that when I have 
grandchildren they may be born with a life expectancy of 100 years; we know that our kids are using 
the Internet and talking to people all over the world and knowing things we couldn't know -- isn't it 
interesting that in this quintessentially modern era our biggest problem isthe most primitive and 
ancient of human failings: the fear of the other, people who are .different from us? 

And what a short step it is from fearing people to hating them to dehumanizing them, which 
legitimizes doing away with them. And isn't it interesting that at a time when the crime rate in 
America is at a 26-year low, we still have these vicious examples of a man shooting children at a 
Jewish community school, and then going out and murdering a Filipino postman; another man saying 
he belonged to a church .that didn't believe in God, but did believe in white supremacy, killing an 
Africa-American basketball coach in Illinois and then murdering a.young Korean Christian as he 
walked out of his church? 

·And all these other examples -- the young gay man Matthew Shepard, a year ago this week being 
stretched out, literally, upon a rack; James Byrd being pulled apart in Texas because he was an 
African-American. Not because all Americans are like that -- almost all of us aren't -- but because in 
each of us there is this fragile scale, like th.e scale of justice Mr. Scalia must try to balance in his 
work. And in this scale we wake up every morning with some curious balance of light and dark, of 
hope and fear. And when the scale gets badly enough out of whack, the easiest thing to .do is to 
strike out against the other. · 

So I say again to you, Italian-Americans have been ·subject to discrimination and bigotry in. times 
past in America. You still are subject to stereotypes that I think are unfair and unrepresentative, to 
be kind about it. But it is because of the values you share with other Americans that we have a 
prosperous economy and a healing society. And we just have to remember that overall. Yes, I hope a 

· lot of your children make hundreds of millions of dollars by starting Internet companies; yes, I hope 
that my plans to take care of the aging of America and save Social Security and Medicare will prevail; 
I hope our plans to elevate the quality ofall or' our schools will prevail; I hope I can convince both 
parties in Congress to resist temptation and save enough of this surplus to get us out of debt for the 
first time since 1835 over the next 15 years. I hope all of that. But remember this: The most 
important thing is to build one.America out of this crazy quilt of all of us who live here. 

Last week Hillary and I had the eighth of her Millennia! Evenings at the White House. And we had an 
expert in .the Internet, who helped to design the architecture of the Internet; and an expert in 

enomics, who talked to us about the human genome project and the miracles it will bring. He says 
one day the intersection of computers and gene studies will enable us to put digital, microscopic 
digital pieces in all parts of the human body to do even the repair work on shattered nerves to the 

. spine. And we talked about all the miracles out there. · · 

512;U2000 12:56 PM 
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And the genomics experts said, but what I want you to understand is that of all the possible 
permutations among people, with all many, many parts of every gene, 99.9 percent of us is identical 
to that of every other human being. And the genetic differences among groups -- that is, individuals 
among the Italian communi~y, for example -- are more significant and greater than the aggregate 
average genetic differences between Italians and Irish and Africans and Latins. It's'important to 

. remember. For people of faith, it reflects the wisdom of our Cre~tor. 

So I say again, I'm indebted to you for many things -- your work ethic, your family ethic, your 
creativity, your energy, your passion -- it made America a much more interesting place and it fueled 
this remarkable run we have had. But your commitnientto see that neither Italians nor any other 
human beings are subject to degradation and prejudice because of who they are, that we will learn to 
honestly and openly express our differences and enjoy our differences, but reaffirm our common· 
humanity, make no mistake about it-- just pick up the paper any day; look at the perils of the 
present day. We are in a conflict between modern possibility and primitive hatred. One America is the 
only answer, and you're leading the way. · 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

NOTE: T~e President spoke at 8:37-p.m. in the ballroom at the Washington Hilton Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to Frank J. Guarini, chairman, Joseph R. Cerrell, president, and Geraldine 
Ferrarro, board member, National I~alian American Foundation; U.?. Ambassador to Italy Thomas M. 
Foglietta; U.S. Ambassador to Romania James C. Rosapepe; Italian Ambassador to the U.S. · 
Ferdinanda Salleo; Minister of Foreign Affairs Lamberto Dini and Prime Minister Massimo D'Aiema of 
Italy; CNBC journalist Maria Bartiromo, event emcee; James Card.inal Hickey, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Washington, DC; Richard Grasso, chairman and chief executive officer, New York Stock 
Exchange; and Joe Torre, manager, New York Yankees. 
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H EADLIN E~a rks-at-the.Sons.oLita lyc..Eou ndation.Di nner _____ ·_._; 

BODY: 
Thank you very much, Larry. Larry King, there~s a great Italian-American for you. [Laughter] And 

congratulations on your new baby. Paul Polo_-- yes, let's give him a hand. That's great. [Applause] 

I want to thank Paul Polo and Phil Piccigallo and all of you for giving me another chance to come by 
here~ And I think Congresswoman Morella is in _the audience, and Ambassador Sal leo, who does a 
wonderful job for his country and for ours. 

want to congratulate Andy Giancamilli of Kmart and Tony Bennett for their awards tonight. We have 
he president of one of our great retailers and America's greatest living pop singer; that's a pretty 

good representation of the gifts that Italian-Americans have given to our Nation, and you should be 
· proud of them. ' 

I'd like to say a special word of thanks to Tony Bennett for ·being a good friend to me ·and to my wife 
and our family. I wanted to be here for you tonight; you've been here for our country for a long time. 
God bless you, and thank you, my_friend. Thank you. 

You know, there have-been so many. years when I.have spoken to you or other Italian-American 
groups, and ~~~g_o_e~lmo~Cembaff.~fsse·d-~y..::_the..-::_~umber-oHtalians-in-my-admini~~atio_!jJSecretary 

ceuomq;was waiting for me tonight when I got here:You-l<n6W~Tven2icrtwo-Italian-American chiefs of 
staff: LeontParfetta. --who introduced me in Rome, in Italian -- and John Podesta. And you know, --......., . -- _ __.,._ ____________ .,. 

ever -si nee Ro-desta~ took over from Erskine Bowles,_\We~'i{e-:':h-acl7p_eopleJ i ke.Steve-Richetti ,_Karen __ ___:; 
~F.arrronta·n·o~-corett~_Q~~-IlJJtGinriY..~~p:LiZZo, .. cOrTiing-to_:;ork .. for-me?I don't know what's been going on 
here. [Laughter] Maybe this is the new plot to take over America ~hat we've been hearing about. 
[Laughter] 

I saw Phil on the way in, and I thank him, too, for giving me the opportunity that I had the last time 
ci~_wasiwith"'-you--to~meet--wfth"you r :you ng.:scho I a rsh i p-rec:i p ients ;-beca use_ff.i ose_y_o.u,J'loJlOJ'-to_oigljf.foJ") 
(theiF1J:lf!.s-- from physics to music-to political-science to community service-- prove· that people of 

Italian descent will continue to make enormous contributions to our country in the century just 
ahead. 

thank you, too, for your emphasis on education, and I ask you to remember, tonight, that even 
hough we live in a time of unprecedented prosperity, for which we should thank God and the labors 

of our people -- that we have the longest peacetime expansion in our history and the lowest 
unemployment in a generation, the highest home-ownership ever, welfare rolls cut by mar~ than half 
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in the last 6 years, crime dropping to a 30-year low -- we all only have to look around ourselves and 
our''lives to know that we have a lot more to do, especially in areas that have historically been o.f 
enormous concern to Italian-Americans. 

First, of course, in education: We have a great agenda before the Congress,-- and I hope it will be 
acted upon -- for higher standards, for no social promotion, for after-school and summer school 
programs, for more and better prepared teachers, modern schools, and technology . 

. But tonight I went to talk just a moment about something else, and I particularly appreciated what 
Larry said when he introduced me. I want to talk about family in the literal sense and family in the 
larger sense and what·it means to our future as a country. · 

Hillary and I, on Thursday, went to Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado. We met with the 
families of the children and the wonderful teacher who lost their lives. We saw other children still in 
wheelchairs from their grievous wounds. We saw thousands of kids, just like any group of kids 
anywhere, still full of enthusiasmJand hopes for the future. After the ceremony, we spent quite a long 
time there just shaking hands with them and talking to them, listening to them, and trying to answer 
their questions. · 

I say that to say what is self-evident to you, which is that the most important job of any society is 
not the creation of wealth but the creation of richness and wh()leness in the lives of the children. 

· There is no more important work. And ·in this day and age, when technology and the explosion of 
g·lobal commerce and culture is bringing us closer and closer and .closer together, we cannot connect 
all of our children to a positive reality unless they are both connected to their literal families, and · 
then they see others who may differ from thern -- they may differ in race, or ethnicity, or religion, or 
politics, or sexual orientation,· or just what they like to do -- but they have to be seen as part of our 
larger family. 

There are things for all of us to do to give our children safe and wholesome childhoods and to try to 
support that for the. children of the world. Here in Washington we actually had quite a good week, 

ith some of the most responsible action in the history of Congress to try to keep guns out of the 
hands of children and criminals, And I particularly thank-- [applause] -- I particularly thank the Vice 
President for being thereto cast the tiebreaking vote on the gun show loophole issue, something I 
know quite a bit about; and I am thankful for that. I hope that before the House of Representatives 
goes home this week .for the Memorial Day recess, they will follow suit and pass the same bill. 

There are things to be done by those who have influence on our larger culture, who make our 
movies, our television programs, our video games. It is true that ~o movie or game could ever cause 
a child to take another child's life. But it is also true that in our society, the faster we move and the 
busier we are, and the harder and harder parents have to wor:k outside the home, the more kids are 
left on their own, the more vulnerable children we have, and if you have a larger number of 
vulnerable children; it stands to reason that more bad things will happen if it's easier for them to get 
guns, especially assault weapons, and if they are subjected to a torrent of violent impulse's. 

You know the average 18-year-old has seen 40,000 murders already on television, in the movies, 
and in video games? And there are 300 studies already which show that _..: let me say that again: 300 
serious professional studies already --.that show that by the time this happens to you, for 18 years, it 
diminishes your sensitivity to violence and your feeling for the consequences of it. 

Now, if you have more kids who are at risk than other societies, and it's easier for them to be flooded 
with guns -- including assault weapons --:- and they're being subject to sort of psychological stimuli 
·repeatedly, hours and hours and hours a day, year after year after year after year, it only stands to 
reason that more of them vyill fall over the line. · · 

o there's something for everyone to do. But in the end, the most important thing we can do isto try· 
help families reconnect to their children and to try to help communities and schools organize 

themselves so that-a connection is made to every child. 
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Isa"'f a remarkable book about 3 years ago -- I wish I could remember the title tonight -- but it was 
a portrait of children who had grown up in the most unimaginable, difficult circumstances, who had 
done wonderfully well in life. Many of them had brothers and sisters who had already been killed, or 
imprisoned, or whatever. These kids, they all did well, and they had one thing in common, and only 

ne thing: Each of them, by some miracle, had had a consistent, long-term caring relationship with· 
one responsible adult. And so I say to you, this is a challenge readymade for the Italian-American. 

My wife told me, and we have adopted as a national crusade, that she and I and the Vice President 
and Tipper Gore will help to organize a grassroots national campaign in the way that Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving and Students Against Drunk Driving did to sensitize the whole country -- it worked 
there. We had a national campaign to get employers to hire people off welfare. People told me it 
would never work. They've hired hundreds of thousands of people. There's been a national grassroots 
campaign to reduce teen pregnancy; it's gone down 5 years in a row. The American people can give 
our children back their childhood, and I hope you will help us to get that done. 

But there's something else that I want you to do, because you are so much a part of our larger .. 
family. Our children have to be taught to be proud of themselves and what is special about 
themselves without thinking people who are different are lesser than they are. One of the disturbing 
elements of this incident in Columbine was the imagined and real grievances that these kids had built 
up to a boiling point over people showing them disrespect, because they were supposed to be sort of 
lower-class people at the school. 

And they had the same reaction, I might add, that we saw-- I saw-- in the South when I was a kid. 
Because they were looked down on, they not only resented the people that looked down on'them; 
they looked around for somebody they could look down on. And they picked out the minority kids in 
this school --with one devastating consequence, as I'm sure all of you know. 

That is a natural psychological reaction when it is not nipped in the bud. I grew up in a State where 
the per capita income was barely half the national average the year I was born, right after World War 

. I grew up among white Anglo-Saxon Protestants, or Irish, or Scottish Protestants, who were 
argely uneducated and made very limited livings, and thought they were looked down on as 
rednecks by other people, and they, therefore, were disproportionately likely to have racist feelings 
against African-Am~ricans. And I can tell you, that exists all over the world today. 

We have to prove to our children -- by the way we live, and what we say, the say we conduct 
ourselves -"" that we think every decent person has a home in America and that they're all part of our 
family. 

No one doubts, as we conduct this very difficult operation in Kosovo, that our military is the best _in 
the world .. That's not bragging. Others could have great militaries. We've invested a lot of money and 
time and effort. But one of the reasons it is, is because they are so diverse. 

I just got back from Germany, visiting with the young people who are working in the humanitarian 
operation, and the·young pilots and their support crews who are flying those dangerous missions. 
And there they were, from every conceivable ethnic and racial group, all here. 

I never will forget when I took the Pope -- I didn't take him, but I escorted the Pope -- to Regis 
College in Denver, the first time he came to America. He went out there, after I took office, and we 
were going up and down the line shaking hands with the students, and there was a young man in the 
Army of the United States of America who began speaking Polish to the Pope. And he proudly told 
him that he was born in Poland, but he was now in our country and proud to serve. in the military. 
And I could give you countless examples of that. · 

Tonight I have been told that there are parents of one of our brave servicemen flying F-lS's in 
, Joe and Dorothy Simile. Thank you. [Applause] Their son is a captain flying those missions. I 

nt you to know, Joe and Dorothy, I'm very proud of him and all the men and women who are 
serving today. · 
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I'd a.lso like to say a special word of thanks,' before I forget it, to the Government and the people of 
Italy, who have been indispensable to our mission in Kosovo. It is our united mission, but they have 
paid a much bigger price. They have had airports closed; they have had economic-hardship. Their 
Prime Minister has been a rock of stability and concern for a quick but just outcome, and I am very 

rateful. And Mr. Ambassador, I thank you for what your country has done to stand up for freedom 
and against ethnic cleansing. · 

. -~---·-····-· ---- ··--L.. ______ ··--· --~- - . --~--------· ·; 

Tf.i~m ission of Am~ rica7 has-a lways.:_b~~n-to-w ide n-the-ci rcle of oppoftu riity:a ncCdee pen-the-meaning 
of.,Jreedo m-by-stre ngthen i ng~the-bo nds-ofolii::COmmJtoity:-That-is_::_the-sto ry-ot.Am~rit-a0You know, 
the people that started our country off, with the bold declaration that all people are created equal by 
God, were not fools; they were smart people. And they knew good and well we weren't living up to it. 
When we got started, slaves were counted ·as 60 percent of white people, and only white male 
property owners could vote. They knew this was not a manifestation that all people are created 
equal. But they knew that the ideal had to be out there, and we had to continue to push and push . 
and push for it. · · I 

I think it is supremely ironic that on the verge of a new century and a new -millennium, with our kids· 
learning how to use computers and having pen 'pals on every continent, with the mysteries of the 
human· gene about-to be unlocked, with the prospect of dramatic increase in the length and quality of 
life, that we are bedeviled today, in this great modern age, by the oldest demon of human society: 
the fear of people who are different from us. And once you fear somebody, then you have to dislike 
them. Once you dislike them, it is easy to hate them. Once you hate them, it is quite easy to treat 
them as if they're not people at all and dehumanize them. And then it's a very short step to saying, 
"It's too bad, but we have to kill them or run them out, or blow up their houses of worship, or 
eradicate their cultural symbols, or burn all.their old books, or destroy their personal property 
records." 

That's what this whole deal is about. We can't require people to like each other or get along. We can't 
even ask them to stop fighting. But when we are able to do it, we ought to stand up and say we will 

· ot tolerate ethnic cleansing that leads to mass murder, mass rape, mass dislocation, and the 
struction of everything we believe in. 

I y.~ant to close with this story. It's not about Italian·-Americans, but you will identify with it. And it 
captures everything; to me, that is special about our country and everything thatyou have given to 
America. · 

. . 
The other day, shortly before Hillary and I went to Colorado, I had a meeting on my schedule wi~h 15 · 
-- no, 19.-- Native American tribal chiefs from the northern high plains. The Senators from those 
States, the Dakotas and Montana, had asked .me to meet with them because they are the poorest of 
our Indian tribes. They don't·have big casinos, and there aren't a lot of people out there, so nobody's 
been rushing to invest big new money there. And this wonderful economy that has taken the stoc;k 
market from 3,200 to 11,000 has largely left them untouched. And they wanted to come and see the 
President about it, and the President's Cabinet . 

. Secretary Cuomo came, Secretary Riley and a number of our other Cabinet members-- .Secretary 
Babbitt. So they said, "First, we would like to sit in a circle, as is our custom, so that we can all see 
each other." So we were in the Roosevelt Room, we got rid of the table, and we all sat in a circle. 
They started their meeting, and I came in, and each one in his turn stood up and talked about, well, 
here's our education needs, our health care needs, and so on. 

Then at the end, the chief who was the spokesperson -- who, ironically, was named Tex Hall -- was a 
very large man, and he stood up and he said, "Before we go, Mr. President, I would like to give you 
this proclamation we have signed for you. And in it, we support the actions of the United States in 

"He said, "You see, we know something about ethnic cleansing. And we ·have come a good 
, and we think we should stand against it everywhere." 

Then, across the room, another young man stood up who represented his tribe, one of the Sioux 
tribes. And he stood very erect; he wasn't particularly tall, and he had a beautiful pie'ce of silver . 
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Indi.an jewelry around his neck. An.d he said, "Mr. President, I have two uncles. One of them was on 
the beach at Normandy. The other was the first Native American ever to be a fighter pilot for the 
United States military. My great-:great-grandfather was slaughteredby the 7th Army at Wounded 
Knee." He said, "I am here talking to the President." He said, "I only have one son. He's the most 
important thing in the world to me. But we have come a very long way from my 
great-great-grandfather, to my uncles, to my being in the White House. We have learned a great 
deal. We are living together. Though I love my son more than life, I would be proud for him to go' and 
stand against a new version of ethnic cleansing. We have to live together." 

I will never forget that ·moment as long as I live. We in the United States have been on a long, 
imperfect, and unfinished journey. You have made immeasurable contributions to it. Perhaps as 
much as any group of Americans, you can help us to rebuild the bonds of family here in the United 
States and to stand up at least for our common humanity ·around the world. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35p.m. in the Great Hall at the National Building Museum. In his 
remarks, he referred to Cable News Network interview show host Larry King; Paul S. Polo, Sr., 
president; and Philip R. Piccigallo, national executive director, Sons of Italy Foundation; Ambassador 
Ferdinanda Salleo and Prime Minister Massimo D'Aiema of Italy; Andrew A. Giancamilli, president and 
general merchandise manager, U5. Kmart; singer/entertainer Tony Bennett; Joseph and Dorothy 
Simile, parents of Capt. Joseph Simile, USAF; Tex Hall, chairman of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Ari.kara 
Nation (the Three Affiliated Tribes); and Gregg Bousland, chairman, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe. 
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Thank you very much. I thought they were all talking, so I made them come up here. [Laughter] 
But I thank Secretary Cuomo and Paul Polo and Phil Piccigallo for making me feel so welcome. I got 
here in time to hear Steve Forbes talking, and I appreciate his warming the crowd up. [Laughter] 
That's the most high-class warm-up act I've had this year. [Laughter] 

Ambassador Foglietta, Ambassador Sallee; Regis Philbin, thank you for welcoming me; and to my 
good friend, Tony Bennett, welcome. I'd like to also congratulate tonight's honoree, Philip Guarascio, 

nd thank all of you for giving me a chance to come by and share a few moments of your 10th 
anniversary. 

I asked before I came on the stage if I could have an opportunity to personally congratulate the 
c::~e.!nQ!.f!E,ShiR'\r~e:c[pjents.5_here tonight, and I hope that I can do this because they.~~:iftterc.::all:;::::r:.epr;_es.er.tb-

. QQ!:£onl.y.-;,yo_l!lr;;i:<::on:fmitme'ntibt.iLall:our .. :Jutur:es;:r · . · 

_ ... ._ -::::T-~,~~:::1.'~~. li ,a,p,: ~JP~~hiS~ ~:ya:q iHq!1--:ofw1ff:k'Sarfd;famfl~fai'ti:La'rfcE'co m mu n i.tw;;;i~s] u st~c;~~:-~~iye~.ctgc:JsW~C3-:!?~!~­
J~{~;_"; ~w .. ·i:fs. j~l;i_.·e~~Hie.Sons.<:>fdtaly-first,.:.b'eganlt~~etJ~~s:.::Rt~sid~ri~J:!·:h'a~~:_~~i-~_:1~~---~Uf::l:le-p~licieS'~tn~t-t~· 
~---1:~. ~rnbody;.::H'lc:>se~values, .. values4hat-led:-so"many·,Itallam:::Amencan::::famlll.es':.tP.::..s.O.~h·-gLea_t_s_uccess lr:!S. 
·~mer~ . · 
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c\'V,e~v~·gott;a-Jot·to~be·tt)apkfql·for:·to!J.!..g!J_t3the lowest unemployment in 28 years; the lowest welfare 
rolls in 27 years; the lowest inflation in 32 years. But we all know that we've got a lot to do and that 
we can't stop until we can see the values that embody the Sons of Italy alive and well in every 
neighborhood in America. I'd like to say a special word of thanks to Secretary Cuomo for his 
extraordinary work in trying to make sure that we get that done. 

c!l.]jtlltoJd:tt:iat:torfignCev:eryb~o=dy""wno-:::rs:b:er_e:ca-n-.:::claim.:!.o-be-Italiam;I- see my favorite Italian with an 
rish name, Senator Leahy, out here. [Laughter] It's shameless. He's the only man I know who can 
how up at every Irish and every Italian event, claim to be one of you and always be telling the truth. 

It seems an unfair advantage even in America. [Laughter] 

; 
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Tonight I know you're also celebrating the life of Frank Sinatra. I had, as one of the many perks of 
becoming President, the chance to get to know Frank Sinatra a little and to appreciate .on a personal 

·level what people all over the world appreciated in his music and his movies. I think'' it's important 
tonight, because of what you stand for, to note that while we have lost his remarkable voice, we have 
also lost a generous spirit of a man who raised mor:e than $ 1 billion for charity and left a lot as well, 
and really did, as I said a couple of days ago, always manage to do it his way. 

I want to thank you for everything you do, but especiaHy, in closing, I want to say that, if you look 
ahead to the 21st century, we will be living in an economy that is increasingly based on ideas, but 
our ability to take advantage of it will rest more and more on the strength, the depth, and the 
character of ou·r soul, on whether we can learh to live together across ali the lines that divide us to 
find a home among people who aren't exactly like us, but down deep inside, have more in common 
with us than what divides U$. · · · 

Tomorrow, in the land of my ancestors, Ireland ari:d Northern Ireland, the people will be voting on 
whether to discard decades of war and hundreds of years of conflict to chart a new path for peace for 
their children. We are working hard to preserve a peace in Bosnia among pe.ople of different religious 
traditions. We see on the Indian subcontinent new tensions among people of different religious and 
ethnic groups. We struggle still to make peace in the Middle E.ast at a time when computers have 
made instantaneous the transfer of money and information arid ideas across the globe. 

Jf~~a~_e ,to?J;l~ke;thJ!;;:.fTI.!?.~.t:;:,~,::t~h.~~~~~2~tL~n,.;~!1~tYS?:.u-~~.~!7~~,gs~~p.-.s_?.~:9~E9..::!~j_g.JK~.£to~~heJ:Iii lai:e-n:ef.z> 
,ltCI)lan~lm.mJg~ant?,tlien-:w~.-t~uly;:-m\:ISt-<V'{Qfk-JHSt':fl?.:b.c:~@g:embo~d-Ktl:re::..St...ctl!:Je.§:iQYi..WJJtcb:y,ou~bav_e.:;,. 
iii~ed:ia nd:tll'ro-ugh-:o.wllJth~y.ott:nave~fou ndra;true-home-:::i n ::tne~Oniteo:states::.. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:42 p.m. in the National Building Museum. In his remarks, he referred 
to Paul S. Polo, president, and Philip R. Piccigallo, national executive director, Sons of Italy 
Foundation; Malcolm S. (Steve) Forbes, Jr., publisher, Forbes magazine; Thomas M. Foglietta, U.S. 
Ambassador'to Italy; Ferdinanda Salleo, Italian Ambassador to the United States; entertainer Regis 
Philbin, who introduced the President; singer Tony Bennett; and Philip Guarascio, vice president and 
general manager, advertising and marketing, North American Division of General Motors Corp. 
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HEADLINE: [Remarks at the Welcoming ,ceremony_for_P-rime"Minister~Romano~Prodi-oHtaly- --· . 

BODY: 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Prodi, members of the Italian delegation, welcome to the White House and 

welcome to the United States. Hillary and I are delighted to see,you again, and I look forward to our 
talkstoday which will deepen our relationship. But first, let me say I was terribly saddened to hear of 
the torrential rains and mudslides in southern Italy which have resulted in the loss of Italian lives. 
United States forces from Aviano are now transporting Italian civilians to the scene to assist in rescue 
efforts. · 

history of our partnership is long and special. Every school child knows that Columbus crossed 
he Atlantic in 1492, soon to be followed by other great Italian explorers, Amerigo Vespucci, John 

Cabot, Giovanni da Verrazano. That was only the beginning of a relationship that has now flourished 
for centuries, bringing us together in new ways generation after generation. 

Today, Italians once again are expanding the world's horizons: Italy stands at the forefront of a new 
Europe, leading efforts to promote peace and unity throughout the continent, from economic and 
monetary union to military cooperation. · 

In recent months, Italy has led efforts to restore civil order in Albania and is seeking to avert a 
deepening conflict in Kosovo. Italian and American troops patrol alongside one another in Bosnia. 
And we will continue to work together to build stability throughout southeastern Europe and the · 
Mediterranean. And finally let me say, we are deeply grateful for Italy's hospitality toward United 
States forces working to preserve peace in Europe. 

Mr. Prime Minister, under your leadership Italy is building a better future, enterpris~ is thriving, the 
·rule of law prevails. Today's dreams are being shaped into tomorrow's reality. · 

Together we are exploring outer space, fighting crime and terrorism, restricting the spread of 
dangerous weapons, and creating a climate where goods and ideas can be freely exchanged between 
our countries and around the world. Truly, Italy is setting an example for the new Europe. 

This week in Washington and next week at summits in Europe, we will forge even stronger bonds of 
~cooperation to equip ~ur people to succeed in the global economy, to combat international crime and 

other threats to the security of our citizens, to nurture the health of our planet. The year from now, 
look forward to meeting here again when the NATO alliance celebrates its 50th anniversary arid 

sks to make the alliance stronger for the next 50 years. 

1 nf7 '\/?':1/?()()() R·O< PM 



Search - 66 R~sults - italian-american wysiwyg:/ /623/http:/ /www .lexis.comiresea ... Wk& md5=9e6267 ee43 I d3 f6d33 79 5b0ce3693 fef 
- I 

2 of2 

The great seal of the United States contains the words, novus ordo seclorum, a new order of the 
ages. Those words were written by Vergil in Italy more than 2,000 years ago. But they have fresh 
meaning today, as a new generation builds a new order of peace and freedom, prosperity and 

curity for the 21st century. Vergil's words apply to your deeds, Mr. Prime Minister, and we are very 
lad to welcome you to the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Flavia Prodi, wife of Prime Minister Prodi. The transcript made available by the Office of 
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of Prime M·inister Prodi. 
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BODY: 
Good evening, and welcome to the White House, Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Prodi, distinguished 

members of the Italian delegation, my fellow Americans. · 

Mr. Prime Minister, today we accomplished a great deal. Tonight we celebrate the ties that bind us. 

Those ties begliJ.,with_the~discoveries.of-.Columbus.and-Vespucci,_W.hc;>_se busts adorn the Blue. Room 
d oar. ·.When,:the-Fou nde rs·c ~te.P-:.the~Ameri can· Republic,- they-looked -to~Romec:for:.i nsp i ration,_:;) 

ashington.was-likened to G:incinnatus; the Roman hero who abandoned his plow to rescue 
is country by popular demand. I might say, they were the last two people to head our countries only 

popular demand. [Laughter] 

Poets and philosophers of the Roman Republic were read and rejuvenated as our new Republic looked 
to the past to plan our future. In the writings of ancient Roman thinkers like Cicero and Cato, 
America's Founders saw the promise of democratic representative government. Every aspect of our 
new Republic paid tribute to the simple grandeur of Rome: fro.m our architecture to words like 
"senate" and "capitol." Indeed, after our Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin was asked 
what our Founders had produced. His simple reply was; "A Republic, sir, if you can keep it." 

Towns sprang up with the names from the ancient Mediterranean world, names like Utica, Troy, or 
the Vice President's hometown, Carthage. Artists portrayed Ar;nerica's leaders wearing togas, as the 

·bust of George Washington in the hall demonstrates. Thankfully, that is a tradition we have left to 
the 19th century. [Laughter] 

(lni'lth·e>;:1':9.tl:fancr'2ntfi centuries ,-ou r-Rep_u_bj_i_c:::tu med=int.o.=a=-~lJ.$Jllog~nqJiQD,~f.lia.oJ<s: in .no sni-ciTL? 
Cmeasure-tocltalian-Americans.-Ancient-Rome-was-reJ:>Iac;_e.P:bY..::Y.oung::.Italy_::io:the:-.A.Olerican_,..... 
eagination-;-And~demo_<;r.a~y-vy.Sis-givem_newJTfe~by:..heroes-like-Mazzini-and-Gar'ibaldi~ 

America's growing cities attracted millions of Italians, eager to build a new life in a new world. They. 
worked hard. They prospered. Today American Italians, or Italian-Americans, aredea·!!JeY,s-=:irc~Iev.er::y-~ 
,ente~P-r:ise~conducted-in our-Natioi'I':>And as we all know, it is impossible to walk more than a few 

~blocks in any American city without hearing the words "caffe latte." [Laughter] · 

people here in this room tonight are the link between our two countries, between two cultures 
at have nourished_~ach other since America was j!JSt an idea.~Er:or:n'!.!01!lr..\\nigltes_t:;cql!Q:Sto~o,l;Jr~finest-;-,, 
· . r...:playing-fields-to_our-silver-screen,.Jr.om_one_siae_of.:f6uT~Je .iJ1 C_Q.ngress~to_the_.:!> 
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otner,..,-ltalian~Americ~ns .. have .. gra~ea:::our:::Nation::..wi_th-their-intellect;-:thmr_-industrx,-their-good-will~{\. 
a(lQ-a boY.e .. a 11,-a-contag IOUSJove .. of~~e. . --,. ::_~-'(.:_;$ 

Mr. Prime Minister, you have accomplished so much in your time in office. You have presided over a 
ng of economic successes. And Americans especially admire your perseverance, in leading Italy 

rd European monetary union. Without Italy, Europe is not Europe. And without Europe, the world 
would be a poorer, less free, and much duller place. 

Italy has b.een a force for peace and security in its region, on the continent, around the world, in 
Albania, in Bosnia, and in Kosovo, where we're working hard together to bring about a peaceful 
resolution. America is proud to know you as a partner and an ally, and we are grateful for your 
provision of our military bases, sent to help maintain Europe's hard-won peace. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we take pride in our strong friendship. We know it will continue to grow stronger 
as we enter the new millennium, a word that brings us, once again, back to Rome. For just as the 
Pax Romana spread far and wide through the ancient world, we hope and work for the peace of a 
new millennium that will allow more people ~han ever before to live their dreanis in security. 

If we can achieve a peace of the millennium, then the ancient dream of Columbus to explore new 
places can be lived by more people than ever-- new places in outer space, in biotechnology and 
medical research, in the hearts and minds of people around the world who still look to Italy and 
America for confirmation that a good society can be created from many parts. 

"E pluribus unum," the motto of the Unite9 States, a principle cherished by Italians and 
Americans: Out of many, one. Mr. Prime Minister, let us make it so. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join me in a toast to the Prime Minister and Mrs. Prodi and the 
people of Italy. · 

\NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30p.m. in the. East Room at the White House. Ttie transcript made 
ilable by the Office of the Press Secretary also included the remarks of Prime Minister Prodi. 
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HEADLIN.E: Remarks tothe National i:taliim-American Foundation 

BODY: .... 
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for the warm welcome. Thank you for singing "Happy· Birthday" 

to Hillary. I think the reason she -- [applause]-- I think the reason she wanted to come here is she 
wanted to make sure she got an Italian birthday cake, and she did. [Laughter] 

Thank you, Frank Guarini, for your warm words and ·your friendship and for your service on be.half of 
our country at th.e United Nations. Thank you, Frank Stella, and I'm glad to see all the Members of 
Congress here. We have some members of the administration here. We have Jack Valenti here, who 
ets me watch movies at the White House. [Laughter] The best perk of being President is the movie 
theater, plus knowing Jack Valenti. [Laughter] · 

I'm also very glad that the Deputy Prime Minister of Italy,· Walter Veltroni, is here, and I thank him 
.for his leadership. You know, I've been spoiled coming to these dinners~ A couple of years ago I came 
and Danny .DeVito was here, and he jumped in my lap. [Laughter] I was afraid. AI Pacino would jump 

·in my lap tonight -- [laughter] -- but I had other Choices. 

I want to thank you for the people you're honoring tonight for their service and for their 
representation of the values of the National Americi:m-ltalian Foundation. Especially, I want to thank 
yo'u for honoring my friend Leon Panetta. You heard Frank Guarini mention some, but I must say not 
all, of the Italian-Americans who have prominent positions in our ad-ministration. I'rn sad to tell you 
that the complaint has been filed with the .Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Claiming that I 
have overrepresented Italians in my administration --[/a!Jghter] -- and I plead guilty. · 

. I can't say enough about Leon Panetta. We went to Rome together, and I spoke, and Leon translated 
my speech. Most people thought he was giving the speech. [Laughter] I felt like that old joke about 
the Pope, you know, everybody said, "Who is thatguy up there with Leon Panetta?" [Laughter] I miss 
him and Sylvia terribly, but I know they're having a good time in California. And l can tell you that if 
this country had a few more citizens like him, we would have a lot fewer problems, and I'm glad 
you're honoring him tonight. I would also like to congratulate and thank Congressman Tom Foglietta 
for his service, ab~ut-to-be .service as our new Ambassador'to Italy. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a night of joy arid a night for the honorees, and,I don't want to take a 
ot of your time~ But I would like in_ a X~I.Y~X~,aJ.se..n~~~-.~.ffia~~~"~g~Q:i"i.~~~glQ~9?~(~.Jig§.lltefiJ~;';l'ji 
. . • · . · . · . • · · d'es::tl:iat"=iire:held~so~deep_ly;by;JtaiJ!3r:t.=~mer:ican:::_~H 
~l29;lb.i!~~:c:_Qp~A9: og~:sh(;)r.es}a n,d[\iy!i9.:JJ..av~e nj.Q;y~d: such gteat:s·u·cGess· .. :--:9 

' ' ··'. 
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When I came here, I thought that Washington was, frankly, too divided, not just politically between 
Democrats and Republicans but almost intellectually divided. Everything was either/or. Should the 
Government do everything, or should it do nothing? The:answer is, it should do neither. It should 
focus on giving people the tools to succeed and helping other people to climb the ladder that so many 
of you have climbed. 

With so many people having to work and having children, should they have to choose? Of course not. 
Sometimes I still believe that our greatest challenge is to enable Americans to succeed at work and 
at home at their most important job, raising their children. Should we be able to grow our economy 

·and preserve our natural heritage? I think we should. I think that is a false choice. 

So I ask you all, whether you're Republicans or Democrats or wherever you are on the political 
spectrum, to always, always say that the United States should pursue a course tha't is consistent with 
our values and not be fooled into thinking that we have to sacrifice things that are fundamental to· 
move ahead. The truth is, when we find a way to move ahead consistent with our values, we do 
better more quickly. · 

ciLI'D1Y..~~g~ful·"~r:-~~~~_:u,G~e.~s~th;~:-~-~~-~~-~/~.ed_-.st"~-~-es·~:en_!~YJ~:2-~t~~~~Yl':9.'lct1'_ttn;rraYeful~f0r~th~=:.Y 
...,r.pte~that..,.Itallan-Amencans have".play~d"'IIJJ!rand"'I~hop·e we can contmue to _do more. . 
~-. •·'·. . '-'~---~---~--

Finally, let me say I'm very grateful to this organization for the support you've given to our 
administration in this great national conversation we're having about our racial and ethnic diversity. 
It's going to be quite a challenge, you know, sometime in the next century the United States will 
have no single majority ethnic group -- even Americans of European origin. I know you hate being 
lumped with we Irish and the Germans and all the rest of us -- [laughter] -- but even the Europeans 
won't be a majority in America anymore. · · · 

And somehow, we have to find a way to celebrate our differences, just as you come here to celebrate 
your heritage and ·still be bound together by fundamental values that are more important, into one 
America. If we do that-- and I believe we will -- it will be in no small measure because of the 

ccomplishments, the achievements, the attitudes of people like you, people who are proud to have 
succeeded and want other people to have the same chance. 

Sometimes, I think late at night about if I could say in one sentence what it is that I want, I'd like for 
every single child in this country to have that chance at the brass ring. And so many of you have 
enjoyed it, so many of you have been h~lped by your parents to do so .. I hope that when we're done 
here -- it won't be much-longer, just a little over 3 years -- virtually every child will be able to feel 
that he or she has that chance. If so, we will have fulfilled the mission that so many of you have been 
on. 

So, once again, my congratulations to all the honorees. I thank you for giving Leon a chance to come 
back to Washington. He tries to stay away from here as much as he can now. [Laughter] I thank you 
for bringing all these wonderful Italian-American artists here so that I can see people I usually only 
watch on'the screen or listen to with my CD's. But most of all, I thank you for all you've done to 
make America a much, much greater country than it would have been without you. 

Thank you, and ·God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35p.m. in the International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Frank J. Guarini, vice chairman, Frank D. Stella, chairman, 
National Italian-American Foundation; Jack Valenti, president, Motion Picture Association of America; 
actors Danny DeVito and AI Pacino; and former Chief of Staff to the President Leon Panetta and his 
wife, Sylyia. · · · · 
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Honor Your Family and Your Heritage 
The Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 

What Does Your Italian-American Heritage Mean to You? 
Each of us might answer this question differently. For some, our Italian-American heritage is expressed in 
the way we prepare traditional holiday meals, celebrate religious traditions, or relate to family and friends. 
Some of us speak Italian and travel to Italy regularly. Some of us were raised in traditional 
Italian-American neighborhoods. Most of us share in the appreciation of Italy's countless contributions to 
architecture, art, law, literature, music, painting, and science. 

However we may express our pride in our heritage, as immigrants or descendants of those who left their 
Italian homes for a new life in America, we are part of the enduring, strong, and colorful community-­
Italian America. 

t.os'IA::.wa~;?cb"sHibli~hed-in~the~Littre::naly.:neiglioornood:Of .. New:_~orf.:cily.:On-:-J.mre~22.~t90~~by Vincenzo 
Sellaro, M.D:, and five other fellow.ci_mmi:grants•,f].:om:'J1~ly .. who,came'to~the;-tJnited:SJates:;:-durin·gJhe::gr.e}ft::· 

iCitalian.migrafiOii'C"OfJne.:late:I911Uiiili:'eati¥~20th~ceniurie's~ During its history, OSIA has been involved in 
iP..!9illJ5tingi_mmigr:ation.,leg~_m-r.assisting~imthe;C:!§similation;:p_!2c~ss;~s.uBBm1iP,g~cc()OP,~r~t!Qn;-trad~;:_~: 
Cdiplomatic.~tiQ_l}jl' between the United States and Italy; initiating social and fraternal events; encouraging 

·· a variety of cultural 
and raising funds for local charities; and providing low-cost group financial investments and 

insurance programs for the benefit of members nationwide. 

Today, OSIA is the oldest, largest, and most demographically diverse association of American men and 
women of Italian descent. Since the organization's beginning, men and women have shared equal status 
within the organization, as do individuals of all ages and professions. 

OSIA; through i~s 750 community-_ba~ed chapter_s, 21 st.ate chap~ers, ~o.DSUhsidiacy~~ffi,z_:;~lb~P~.~·,JPfl.;~s 
tOfcit~y.:Sf_pun:dJitl'Oi'band the CommiSSion for Soc1al Justice--and Its NatiOnal Office m Waslimgton, D.C., 
works to preserve and promote the cultural heritage of Americans of Italian descent. OSIA also works with 
other organizations to unite all Americans in our multicultural society so that we may live in greater 
harmony and enjoy the benefits of the principles for which the United States was founded and for which 
immigrants settled in America~-life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in a nation where all men and 
women are presumed to be created equal. 

Through a variety of philanthropic and social programs, OSIA represents the interests of America's 25 
million Italian Americans and cooperates with U.S. and Italian officials to strengthen trade, diplomatic, 
cultural, and educational opportunities. 

Its objectives, as conceived by its founders, are to enroll all men and women ofltalian heritage under one 
in order to preserve and disseminate the rich cultural heritage of Italy; and to promote and advance 

progress everywhere within the framework of American society. The OSIA continues to thrive, 
· the initial objectives of its founders through a wige variety of community, cultural, social, 

charitable, educational, patriotic, youth, and civic activities. 
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Background & Purpose 

The Sons of Italy Foundation is a private operating and grant-making philanthropic institution 
established to support significant programs to preserve Italian-American culture, encourage 
educational excellence, and support transatlantic initiatives for diplomatic, economic, and 
educational exchanges. 

Established in 1959 by the Order Sons of Italy in America, the SIF's current areas of programming 
include a n~ti~IHilrsch"Qlarsliip~p'rogram~~medical research on genetic diseases, the preservation of 
ltalian-Ainerican"'cQl!u~_e,:and special projects of recognized significance that transcend the 

l .... ~ . 
organization's official areas of concern. The SIF has played an important role in developing OSIA's 
~~p~tiv~es,.~hich have ranged from providing a total of~5Jf!lillion;inr-~~hq~~ to 

owning and operating the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum on Staten Island, N.Y.· 
In addition, the SIF has developed an iii{ternationl:lrteP.,:u,tati9~for providing homes for orphans, 
aiding victims of natural disasters, enriching communities through the support of local cultural and 
fund-raising initiatives, strengthening the ties that bind our diverse U.S. citizenry by promoting 
cultural understanding, and supporting a wide range of other nonprofit groups in important 
philanthropic endeavors. 
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Philanthropy 

During the past 37 years, the SIF has enhanced educational opportunities for high school, undergraduate, 
and graduate/professional students in the United States and Italy and has supported the preservation of the 
Italian-American heritage and culture. Together with OSIA, its parent organization, the SIF has forged a 
rich history of philanthropy. · 

~
.',!Hi 

: 
~: 
' 1._ 

~~z--s~-;~;- , r:. "!' ~~h·:~:~; JJL1 ~ 

1946 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

CATHOLIC CENTER 

$500,000 

1960s 
SICILIAN 

EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 
$127,000 

1947-1957 
CASSINO MEMORIAL 

ORPHANAGE 
$1 MILLION 

1966-1967 
ITALIAN 

FLOOD RELIEF · 

$200,000 

At its inception, the SIF began a tradition of supporting medical research for genetic diseases, providing 
homes for orphans, aiding victims of natural disasters, conducting forums on international issues, 
strengthening communitiesthrough law enforcement projects, and sponsoring special programs of national 
and international significance. 

Alzheimer's Association 
American Red Cross 

Annette Funicello Fund for Neurological' Disorders 
· Cassino Memorial Orphanage 

Christopher Columbus Catholic Center 
Dante School for Children 

Cooley's Anemia Foundation · 
Immigration History Research Center 

Italian Flood Relief · 
March of Dimes 

11
,,
1 

Statue ofLiberty and Ellis Island American Immigration Wall of Honor Foundation 
''

1

! • Madonna Queen National Shrine. . , 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 

· The Children's Inn at the National Institutes of Health · 
Villa Taverna 
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mtimiii;Eatidrffon~&}IJe'~Mef-Sil~ros~6ali? · ~~ . 
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' •f ' 'j~' 

~NationakEducation:-and-:.beadership-Awards~6ala'3P . . ·+. 

Each year since 1989, the Sons ofltaly Foundation has honored outstanding Italian Americans by 
establishing and awarding scholarships in their names at a gala event in Washington, D.C. 
In 1997, the SIP honored Peter F. Secchia, former U.S. ambassador to Italy and Michigan businessman. 
And, Tommy Lasorda, baseball Hall of Fame manager; received· the SIP ·first ever Humanitarian Award. 

. . . . . . 

In 1996, the SIP honored Northwest Airlines Co-chairman Al Checchi and Pennsylvania State University 
football coach Joe Paterno for their lifelong commitment to professional excellence and education. · 

. . . 
Past honorees include former Kmart Chairman, President, and CEO Joseph E. Antonini (1995); FBI 
Director Louis J. Freeh (1994); entertainer Annette Funicello (1993); Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., director of. 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infestious Diseases (1992); Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
(1991); the late U.S. Congressman Silvio 0. Conte (1990); and former St. John's University men's 
basketball coach Lou Camesecca (1989). 

Now· a tradition in'\he nation's ~apital, the annual National Education and Leadership Awards Gala draws 
. attendance from ~ongressional representatives, dignitaries fro~ the Italian Embassy, corporat~ executiv,es, 

nonprofit officials, and leaders froni the Italian-Alp.erican community who support the SIP's efforts on 
behalf of higher education and the betterment of so~iety. 
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·President Clinton, Tony Bennett, Larry King, Kmart's Andy 

Giancamilli, and 12 Academic Achievers Headline 11th 
Annual National Education & Leadership Awards Gala 

by Anthony Mark Dalessandro -----~- Photos by MH Photography 

CNN's Larry King introduced President Bill Clinton, who spoke of the enormous 
contributions ofltalian-Americans, to highlight the 11th annual. National Education & 
Leadership Awards Gala, the most successful event in the 40-year history of the Sons of 
Italy Foundation (SIF), May 22 in Washington, D.C. 

Raising more than $1 million for academic scholarships and philanthropic programs, this 
year's gala was a $500-a-plate·formal evenfthatbrought together more than 750 people, 
including luminaries of American politics, business, and the music industry as the SIF 
honored entertainer Tony Bennett and Kmart President Andy Giaricamilli with the most 
prestigious awards in the Italian-American community. 

Guests enjoyed the music of the 24 piece orchestra ofFrank Sinatra, Jr., who performed 
in honor of Bennett. Last year, it was Bennett who had performed in honor ofhis 
legendary father when the SIF presented its Humanitarian Award to Frank Sinatra. Singer 
Michael Amante, who has received praise recently for his performance at the Algonquin 
Hotel and the restaurant Rao's, in New York, also performed two selections. 

"I want to congratulate Andy Giancamilli, ofKmart, and Tony Bennett for their awards 
tonight," Clinton said. "We have the president of one of our great retailers and America's 
greatest living pop singer; that's pretty good representation'ofthe gifts that Italian 
Americans have given to our nation, and you should be proud of them." · 

Presiden't Clinton congraridate~1· Sf F President PaulS .. Polo 
on the Order $ons o_lltaly Foundation'smost succesc~fid.fimd 

raising event. 

Clinton spoke extensively about violence in 
American society, the need for families "to 
reconnect with their children," and NATO action' in 
Kosovo. He praised the Sons of Italy Foundation 
for the support of education. 

t.cre~tto~~mv.ealtli';:buf:tne!creation:of:riclffiess:~d=:;\ ~~ 
twholeness~in4he-fwt;8T(;'f.t~'-Cni1Clr€fi':;:.Tliete~i-sJfo~ (!;;J-0 

t_more~imp_g.rt~t•-wor~;'i:::,€1jntou.;:said:-;··.;-n 

The SIF awarded more than $70,000 in 
scholarships during the evening to 12 of America's highest academic achievers, including 
Frank Attenello III, who received the $10,009 Andy Giancamilli Scpolarship. A 
graduating high school senior from Rancho Palos Verde, Calif Attenello is a Presidential 
Scholar who scored a perfect 1600 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test and has already 

' . 
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co-authored scientific articles in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
Pediatric Research. . 

The SIF presented Giancamelli, for whom Attenello's scholarship was named, with this 
year's National~Eotfc"afio£&-:r;;ea'"dersliip:~5V-at.9i:iliEJ:;f.¥J;:tlfe~Ioilliaaiion~s:~liighesflionot::; 
Giancamilli, 48, is president of one of the nation's largest retail chains of general 
merchandise. A native of L'Aquilia, Italy, he immigrated to the United States witli his 
mother in 1950. They arrived on the Andrea Doria, on the final crossing before its 
collision with the Swedish lin~r Stockholm offNantucket Island in 1956, which killed 51 
people. 

Since then, Giancamilli has said that he believes that timing is everything. So far, his 
timing has been impeccable. He was hired as vice president of Kmart's ph~acy 
operation in 1995 by then-Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer Joseph E. 
Antonini, whom the SIF honored that same year with theNELA. Two years later 
Giancamilli was named president and general merchandising manager. Prior to joining 
Kmart, he was president of Perry Drug Stores before the company was sold to Rite Aid. 

National Education & Leadership Award winner Andy' 
Giancamilli (center) with his parents Filippo and Norina 

Giancamilli. 

"Like no other organization, the Sons ofltaly 
uniquely celebrates our heritage, our respect for 
leadership, t~if.i't~()f~farnil)i;Hu'i'd~our.Zc_ominitment 

~,?;~~~qmandJeaming;)J'Giancamilli said in . 
accepting the NELA. 

"For 

c<;li'l!gent-Iy..::ancr:faitlifiill¥-:ever.y.:aay:"to-ao"":figlirb)alieir> 
tfami:ly;::an:d~their:C:0.411J!Yf' he said. "It means everything to me that those who I love and 
respect the most are here with me this evening, knowing what I achieve they too have 
earned. Throughout my childhood, my parents instilled Italian values and beliefs in our 
American home .... 

"Just as I am very proud of my family, it is great to see so many accomplished young 
Italian men and women being honored tonight --- for we believe that there is no better 
legacy one can leaye to encourgae learning throughout life." 

Giancamilli earned a bachelor's degree in pharmacy from Wayne State University in 
1973, having become interested in the profession after working as a stock boy in a 
cousin's pharmacy. 

He and his wife, Wanda, have known each other since childhood. She also graduated 
from Wayme State and later earned a law degree from Detroit College of Law. They have 
been married for 26 years, and the)rhave raised two children, Vanessa, 22, and · 
Andrew,l9. She is a graduate of the University ofMichigan and a communications 
specialist at Kmart, and he will be starting his junior year as a business major at Michigan 
in the fall. 
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S!F spokesman Tony Lo Bianco (left)and /999 
Hiananiatria,n Award winner Tony Bennett with the Baccarat 

Cl)IStal American eagle award. 

The SIF honored Bennett with the third annual 
Humanitarian Award, which he accepted last year 
in honor of his friend the late Frank Sinatra, who 
had died just a week prior to the event. Bennett, 72, 
whose career has spaimed six decades, continues to 
sell out concerts worldwide. He recently released 
his 98th album, The Playground, a children's CD 
featuring duets with comedian Rosie O'Donnell 
and Muppet star Kermit the Frog. 

During his career, he has performed so many 
benefit concerts for charitable organizations--including the American Cancer Society and 
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation--that he has come to be known by many as "Tony 
Benefit." 

"We are overwhelmed bythe success of this event," said SIF President PaulS. Polo Sr. 
"Each year the NELA Gala has grown in stature, support of scholarships, and most 

.important, in funds raised. Thanks to the generosity ofKmart, General Motors, United 
Airlines, the Kathy Ireland Entertainment Group, and many other contributors, we have 
raised well over $1· million for our scholarship program." 

Additional chief sponsors ofthe gala include 3M, American Greetings, Buena Vista, 
Canon USA Inc., The Cafaro Company, Combine International, Fort James Corporation, 
Fujii Film, The Gillette Company, Harris Marketing Group, Kaleidoscope Sports & 

. Entertainment, and Castello Banfi, which donated premium Italian wines for the 
enjoyment ofthe guests. 

General Motors Vice President of Advertising and Corporate M~keting Phil Guarascio, 
whom the SIF honored last year with the NELA, and Robert F Corrao, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Sports Impact Inc., co-chaired the event. 

Among the distinguished guests were Italian Ambassador Ferdinando Salleo, U.S. Rep. 
· Connie Morella (R-Md.), Housing & Urban Development Secretary Andrew Cuomo, 
actor and SIF spokesman Tony LoBianco, actress Connie Stevens, entertainer Fred 
Travalena, and musincian Isaac Hayes, Tony Messina, and Julie Budd. 

Anthony Mark Dalessandro is college relations director for the Eberly College of Arts & 
Sciences at West Virginia University. · 

GO TO PICTORIAL REVIEW OF GALA 

.Gretum to: NELA front page OR Italian America page 
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-NELA· Gala Retrospective 
Tomorrow's Promise: Ten Years of Celebrating 

Education, Achievement. and Youthful Aspirations 
By Philip R. Piccigallo, Ph.D. 

"Thoughts are the epochs of our lives," wrote Henry David Thoreau. "The 
more we think and write on any given subject, the more we are capable of 
thinking and writing.·~ This intellectual notion perhaps best explains the 
beginnings of what has now become a springtime tradition in our nation's 
capital: the Sons ofltaly Foundation's National Education & Leadership Awards 
(NELA) Gala. 

Recipients ofthe 1997 Nationa/Leadership Grants 

Nearly a decade has elapsed since a group of Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) 
trustees and resource persons deliberated on how best to build upon, expand, and 
inform others about the SIF's rich legacy of supporting education. Since the SIF's 
establishment in 1959, and that of its parent organization, the Order Sons ofltaly 
in America (OSIA) in 1905, vast sums have been raised and given to educational 
causes. At that time, in 1989, the figure hovered around $19 million; today it 
approaches $27 million. The majority of these funds have been voluntarily 
generated or contributed by OSIA members. Notwithstanding such generosity, 
little was known outside of the OSIA family about its substantial support of 
education. · 

From the beginning, what is now called the NELA Gala was conceptualized and 
designed. to be much more than: a traditional institutional affair or dinner. At its 
core were several key organizational;philosophical and, yes, financialpurposes: 

..ci::-J~Ispread:theJi.w.ord:ab:o.ut·:and~highlighctlie:measuraole-support.:ofleClucation3 
provided by the nearly 800 local OSIA lodges throughout America and the SIF 
during the previous nine decades; 2. To provide a programmatic vehicle for 
young people to focus their scholarship attention, motivation and pride upon and, 
simultaneously, to showcase their talents and accomplishments as products of 
the Italian-American communi ty;~3~"f870ffef-Ifii:ghly~successrul:.Ita1iarr-AifieFi-c-an_s_:__-.-. '9 
:zfr]JIT.:..v:arious,fi~lds~and·"Rrofessions~om~ortQnity.Jo.:.giVe:bac]Z:to-tneir 

:c:community.iaiid:nation:b.yJ'ierying~asj.ole~mo_dels;;to aspiring young scholars; and 
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4. ,To help build a multi-million dollar educational trust to perpetuate the SIF 
scholarship program. 

To accomplish such ambitious objectives, the SIF sought to provide a forum that 
would vividly demonstrate the inextricable link between educational excellence, 
professional achievement, and mentoring. To wit, SIF leaders planned to have 
highly successful Italian Americans present substantial scholarships conferred in 
their names to outstanding high school, undergraduate, and graduate students. 
This intergenerational recognition and exchange ofknowledge and talent, it was · 
hoped, would dramatically illustrate the self-perpetuating nexus between 
learning, wisdom, and future leadership - hence the title, National Education & 
Leadership Awards. · · 

Recipients of the 1998 National Leadership Grants 

To underscore the substantive philosophical underpinnings of the NELA, SIF 
leaders determined that the event would have to take place in a prestigious public 
setting in the nation's capital. Attending the event, and often directly 
participating via scholarship presentations or speaking roles, would be national 
leaders from the governmental, corporate, academic, legal, medical, diplomatic, 
entertainment, sports, and, of course, Italian-American communities. 

Ideally, according to the plan, all or some prior recipients of the NELA would 
return annually or regularly to present scholarships in their names. This symbolic 
gesture was intended to reinforce the connection between role model, mentoring, 
and leadership. Perhaps no element of the program has proven more successful. 
Past honorees - basketball coach Lou Camesecca, Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia, Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, businessmen Joseph Antonini and Al 

. Checchi, and Ambassador Peter F. Secchia - have attended numerous NELA 
Galas since receiving their awards. 

Essential to the entire NELA Gala concept has been the truly unique role that the 
recipients of the National Leadership Grants (NLG), presented at the Gala, have 
assumed. Regardless of other honorees, public speakers, celebrities, or · 
dignitaries, they remain the central focus of the event, the genuine heroes and 
heroines. Presentation ceremonies revolve around them, and brief introductions 
highlight their academic and civic achievements to the high-profile audience. 
They receive substantial grants ranging from $4,000 to $10,000. And every effort 
is made to include their families at the Gala. Changes and developments 
notwithstanding, the NELA was designed as, and remains, a celebration of 
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youthful aspirations and achievement. 

OSIA National Executive Director Philip R. Piccigallo speaks to 
. President Clinton about the 1998 NELA Gala. · · 

Great care also was given to the selection ofhonorees, those who would serve as 
national role models and receive the soon-to-be and now prestigious National 
Education & Leadership Award: (1989) Lou Camesecca, respected head 
basketball coach at St. John's University; (1990) the late U.S. Rep. Silvio 0. 
Conte (R-Mass.), lifelong supporter of education; (1991) U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia; (1992) Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy a.ri"d Infectious Diseases at the National Institutes ofHealth; 
(1993) Annette Funicello, beloved actress and embodiment of family values; 
(1994) ·FBI Director Louis J. Freeh; (1995) retired K-:Mart President, CEO, and 
Chairman Joseph E. Antonini; (1996) AI Checchi, dynamic corporate leader and 
formercandidate for governor of California; Pennsylvania State University 
Football Coach Joe Paterno; (1997) former U.S. Ambassador to Italy and 
community activist Peter F. Secchia; and (1998) visionary General Motors 
Corporation vice president and general manager of advertising and marketing, 
Philip Guarascio. 

In addition to their palpable talent and success, NELA honorees share another . 
dimension: all had or have made a conscious and deliberate commitment to give 
back; to making this world better than that which their grandparents, or they, had 
encountered and experienced. 

To paraphrase Thoreau, thought begat further thought: in 1997 the SIF instituted 
its first Humanitarian Award. As the NELA Gala steadily blossomed into the 
SIF's premier annual event and showcase for its philanthropy, demand for 
recognition beyond merely the educational sphere grew. SIF leaders determined 
that some form of tribute should be afforded a select Italian American whose 
demonstrated and proven humanitarianism throughout his or her lifetime has 

5/24/2000 4:36 PM 



NELA Gala Retrospective 

4 of6 

http://www.osia.org/nelalretro.htrnl 

. indelibly elevated and improve~ th~ human condition . 

. Perhaps the most popular man in baseball, and certainly its most effective 
goodwill ambassador, retired Los Angeles Dodgers manager Tommy Lasorda, 

. received the SIF's first Humanitarian Award.in 1997. Few would question the 
SIF's wisdom in selecting for its 1998Humanitarian Award the legendary Frank 
Sinatra, America's greatest all around entertainer during this century. Mr. 
Sinatra's understated charitable and· humanitarian activities exceed the $1 billion 
mark and have touched countless needy individuals throughout the world. 

Another dimension was added in the mid-'90s, with the presentation of the 
jointly sponsored OSIA John Cabot University (JCU) scholarship. Responding to 
the all-encompassing global revolution in technology, communications, 
commerce, and international affairs, the SIF boldly entered the field of 
international education by co-spons9ring a full semester scholarship at JCU in 
Rome. This international component expanded with the presentation of three 
JCU scholarships at the 1997 NELA Gala, as well as the debut .of an original 
film entitled, "Global Citizens All: The Emerging Challenge." · 

A word about the National Leadership Grant Competition (NLGC) is in order. 
As in the selection ofNELA honorees, extreme care was afforded to the NLG 
application and selection process. Above all else, the process was to be open, 
national, independent, rigorous, and merit-based. All could apply, but only the 
most outstanding would be chosen. 

Professional application screeners and financial aid experts from such 
institutions as American'University, Catholic University of America, Johns 
Hopkins University, and St. John's University initially review all 'applications: 
Final selections are made by OSIA's National Education Committee, which is 
comprised entirely of professional educators: Evaluations 'are predicated upon 
academic performance, extra-curricular activities, and demonstrated leadership 
and character. 

Since 1989, this intensely competitive and independent process 9as produced a 
group of nealry 100 of the brightest, most highly motivated, talented young men 
and women in the nation. As a group, they boast a cumulative GP A of nearly 4.0 
on a 4-point scale, and SAT scores in excess of 1400 out of a possible 1600. 
Nearly all have been valedictorians. And they have gained acceptance at the 
nation's top colleges and universities, including Harvard, Yale, MIT, the 

. University of California-Berkeley, and the University of Pennsylvania: 

As with the NELA honorees, NLG recipients share common dimensions beyond 
the obvious: all have clear and corpmendable career aspirations and personal· 
intentions of making a difference, of contributing to· a cause beyond self. All· 
hope to improve our world and the lives oftho.se who inhabit it. All are acutely 
aware of, and profoundly proud of their heritage and the organization that 
afforded them not only financial assistance but a truly memorable and 
life-changing experience. · 

Human enterprises, as thoughts, can be and usually are evolutionary. Over the 
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years, the NELA Gala inevitably grew and matured, in size, stature, and setting. 
Locations changed, each time proving more impressive: from humble impromptu 
beginnings at a luncheon during OSIA's 1989 national convention to the solemn 
U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee Hearing Room in 1990; the Rayburn 
House Banquet Rooms (1991) to the historic Russell Senate Caucus Room(1992, 
1994) and Dirksen Senate Caucus Room (1993); the bustling National Press 
Club (1995); the elegant Andrew Vf. Mellon Auditorium (1996, ,1997); and this 
year, to the magnificent and incomparable National Building Museum. 

As the sites of the NELA Gala became loftier and the trappings more elegant, so 
grew the list of impressive attendees and participants. A virtual who's who ofthe 
U.S. Congress have annually joined other NELA Gala diehards to draw 
inspiration from the awesome display of youthful brilliance and academic 
achievement. So, too, did the entertainment field take notice, led by emcees Joe 
Garagiola and Regis Philbin, And screen actors Tony Lo Bianco and Connie 
Stevens. 

The highlights are too numerous to fully account, but some of the more 
remarkable command note. Among them, in 1991, the parade of no less than 10 
U.S. senators (including Messers. Keni1edy, Glenrt, Bradley, Lautenberg, and 
Thurmond) came to the podium, where they praised and touted the wisdom and 
goodness of the SIF for assuring the education of American youth. Iri 1992, 
retired Speaker of the House Tip O'Neil presented a moving·tribute to his friend, 
1990 NELA recipient Silvio 0. Conte, for his lifetime support of education. The 
sincere attestations ofcommendation arid delight for the philosophical and 
intellectual character of the NELA Gala have been expressed by House Minority 
Leader Robert Michel (1993) and Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell 
(1994). For nine consecutive years, a member of Congress reported glowingly on 
the NELA Gala in the Congressional Record 

Nor.were presidential administrations absent. White House Chief of Staff Leon 
Panetta, in 1995, and Housing and l.Jrban Development Secretary Andrew 
Cuomo, in 1997, movingly addressed the NELA Gala, eloquently reminding the 
students, honorees and all in attendance of the unparalleled strength their Italian 
heritage and upbringing provided.them. And in 1996, both Vice Presid1:mt Al 
Gore and Republican presidential candidate, Sen. Robert Dole, spoke at the 
NELA Gala. 

With all the marvelous memories, perhaps· Silvio Conte best captured the event's 
essence. As the attendees of the 1990 NELA Gala, including his esteemed 
colleagues on the Appropriations Committee, Reps. Robert Michel, Jamie 
Whitten, and Wilbur Natcher, dispersed, Silvio expressed his one regret. "W~ .. 
should have sung God Bless America. to close the affair," he said. How 
perceptive his observation and so consistent with the SIF's guiding. principle, 
taken from Epictetus, that "Only the educated are free." 

We now approach the lOth anniversary of the NELA Gala. The progress is 
. measured and evident. From embryonic; temi6us thoughts in minds of a few, the 
imposing event scheduled for May 21, 1998, promises to.embrace the ~upreme 
levels ofhuman achievement: the world's greatest and most famous entertainer, 
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the advertising genius from the world's largest corporation; a live performance 
by the greatest singer currently'performin.g; the most impressive public banquet 
space in the most important city in the world; universally renowned entertainers 
and Hollywood celebrities; senior leaders from virtually every professional field 
of endeavor; and, hopefully, a visit by the first citizen himself. 

Above all.else and true to its original purpose, of course, the NELA Gala will . 
feature and recognize some of the brightest young men and women in the nation. 
They and their predecessors are certainly the heirs to leadership. But even more 
is at stake. 

The respected social psychologist, Rollo May, years ago observed that human 
beings differ distinctly fro·m other species in that only they are capable of 
promising, of envisioning a future and then committing to attain it. Through 
events such as the NELA Gala and the NLGC,.the Sons ofltaly Foundation 
seeks to help fashion, foster, and fulfill "Tomorrow's Promise" of a better life in 
a better world. It is the ultimate legacy for an organization founded 92 years ago 
with the primary purpose of assuring newly-arrived immigrants a decent burial in 
an unfamiliar and often unkind land. 

Discussing the approaching milestone, people have occasionally asked, only half 
in jest: "Where do we go from here? How can we top the 1998 NELA Gala?" 
Taking our cue from Thoreau and May, the answer seems clear. We think further 
upon the matter, aspire toward a goal, and then we promise to do it. Or, to put it 
perhaps in Mr. Sinatra's parlance, we reslove that " the best is yet to come." 

rn to NELA front page or Italian America page 
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LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS FROM ITALIAN AMERICAN HISTORY 

~to.b'et.:1is:rmi~'Wffi~~~H~~Jcelebra~ing the contributions of an estimated 20 
~on Americans of Italian descent --~the.dl(tb_:largest::etliuic•gr-otip-iiPthf:;T:J.iiited:.Sfates~ 

• ~~_:_Qf-:the:Declarati'o""n:df..::Iifciep·enctenc~:w~O:f::'ltalian~descent·:~Maryland's William Paca 
and Delaware's Caesar Rodney. 

• Four Italians were at the Battle of Little Bighorn in 1876: John Martini, a trumpeter and the last 
man to see Custer alive; Augusto De Voto, Giovanni Casella, and Lieutenant Charles De Rudio. 
All four survived the massacre. 

• The Planter's Peanut Company and its familiar logo, Mr. Peanut, were created by Amedeo Obici and 
Mario Peruzzi in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania in 1908. 

• "Chattanooga Choo-choo," "Lullaby of Broadway," and "An Affair to Remember" were some of the 
songs written by Harry Warren, born Salvatore Guaragna. 

• The ice cream cone was invented in 1896 by ltalo Marcioni in New Jersey. Two generations later, 
in Pittsburgh Jim Delligatti invented the Big Mac. 

• The only man in U.S. history to win the nation's two highest military honors-- the Navy Cross and 
the U.S. Congressional Medal ofHonor --was John Basilone, a U.S. Marine sergeant, who died at 
the Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II. 

• The suburban shopping mall was developed by William Cafaro and Edward J. DeBartolo. Cafaro 
pioneered the enclosed shopping mall with his American Mall in Lima, Ohio in 1965. DeBartolo 
built the first American shopping plaza in the 1940s. 

• Between 5,000 and 10,000 Italians fought in the Civil War for both the Union and the Confederacy. 
Four were Union generals, including General Luigi Palma di Cesnola, who received the Medal of 
Honor and was later the first director ofNew York's Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

• Susan Sarandon, Bruce Springsteen, and Ann Bancroft are Italian American. 

Prepared by: 

The National Italian American Foundation 
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I NIAF Youth Institute I Media Watch Dog I Recent Reports I 
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IT ALlAN AMERICAN INNOVATORS 

Italian Americans created many of the familiar items we enjoy every day. 

• The Jacuzzi hot tub and spa were invented by the Jacuzzi family. whose family of seven sons and 
· six daughters came to America in 1907. In 1915, they formed the Jacuzzi Brothers Incorporated, 
which supplied the American military with propellers. In 1926, they developed the deep well Get) 
water pump that led to the famous whirlpool bath. 

• Mr. Coffee, the best-selling coffee maker in the world, was invented by Vince Marotta, who also 
developed a better way extract oil from coffee beans and invented the paper coffee filter. Since 1972, 
more than 50 million Mr. Coffees have been sold. An estimated 10 billion Mr. Coffee paper filters 
are sold annually. 

• The convertible sofa was invented by Bernard Castro (1904-1991) who came from Italy and opened 
. an upholstery shop in New York in 1931. In 1945, he invented the famous space-saving sofa that 
even a child could open. · 

• Chef Boyardee, the man behind the nation's leading brand of spaghetti dinners, pizza m:ix, sauce and 
pasta, was really Ettore Boiardi, an Italian immigrant from Emilia Romagna. Boiardi, who began as 
a chefs apprentice at age 11, eventually opened a restaurant in Cleveland, Ohio in 1924 and began 
packaging pasta and sauce for his customers to take home. In the 1930s, he began selling his pasta 
and sauce in cans. A food distributor convinced him to change the spelling of his name to make it 
easier for Americans to pronounce. During World War II, the company was the largest supplier of 
rations for the U.S: and Allied Forces. 

• The Big Mac, McDonald's sandwich classic, was invented by Jim Delligatti owner of a McDonald's 
franchise in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Since its introduction in 1967, more than 14 billion Big Macs 
have been sold, making it the most popular sandwich in the world. 

• Antonio Meucci invented the telephone in 1871, five years before Alexander Graham Bell, but the 
impoverished inventor did not have the funds (about $25.00) to file a patent. 

• The popular Radio Flyer red wagon was created by Antonio Pasin, an immigrant Italian carpenter ih 
1917. Pasin began making the wagon he called the Liberty Coaster, after the Statue of Liberty, one of 
his first sights in America. Today, his grandson, Robert Pasin is the president of the Chicago-based 
Radio Flyer Inc, which he runs with his brothers, Antonio and Paul. The company's 100 employees 
manufacture about 8,000 wagons a day. 

• The chocolate bar exists today in part thanks to _Domenico Ghirardelli. In 1867, he perfected a 
method to make ground chocolate. Today, Ghirardelli chocolate is sold all over the world, including 
the squaie in San Francisco named after him, where his chocolate factory - now a shopping center -­
still stands. 

• Mr. Peanut and the Planters Peanut Company were created by Amedeo Obici and Mario Peruzzi, 

5/24/2000 8: I 0 PM 



2 of2 

.•. .. http://www.niaf.org/innovat.htm 

two Italian immigrants. Obici, who came to America from Oderzo in 1889, began selling five-cent 
bags of peanuts on the street. In 1897, he took Peruzzi as his partner. By 1930, the two had four huge 
factories, and raked in over $12 million annually. Today the Planters Peanut Company has over 
5,000 employees. 

• (('hercollgli~orop1Was created by Vincent R Ciccone, who began· his career in the 1930s as a janitor 
at the Charms Candy Co. and retired as the company's president and chief executive officer. Ciccone 
secured 20 patents, including the "Blow Pop," a lolly pop with a bubble gum center. He died at age · 
81 in 1997. 

• Charlles Atlas, born Angelo Siciliano, invented the body-building technique called "Dynamic 
Tension" in 1921 and was dubbed "America's Most Perfectly Developed Man" by Physical Culture 
magazine. By the 1950s, the former Coney Island janitor, had over one million followers. He died 
in 1972 at age 79 while jogging too soon after a heart attack. 

• The ice cream cone was invented by an Italian immigrant to New Jersey named Italo Marcioni in 
1896. 

• The three-way light bulb was invented by Alessandro Dandini, who patented more than 22 
inventions, including the rigid retractable automobile top and the spherical system, which 
concentrates and extracts solar energy. Dartdini came to the U.S. in 1945, and taught at the 
University ofNevada in Reno. He held degrees in science, languages, hydraulic engineering and 
classical literature. He died in 1991 at age 88. 

• Bernard Cousino (1902-1994) held more than 76 patents on audiovisual equipment, including the 
eight-track tape player and the automobile tape deck. In 1994, just days before his death, he filed a 
patent for a continuous loop video cassette that allows VCRs to play tapes repeatedly without 
rewinding. 
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ITALIAN AMERICANS IN GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

Italian Americans have been part of the American political scene for more than 200 years. 

• The. words in the Declaration of Independence, "All men are created equal" were suggested to 
Thomas Jefferson by Filippo Mazzei, a Tuscan physician, business man, pamphleteer and 
Jefferson's friend and neighbor. Mazzei's original words were "All men are by nature equally free 
and independent." 

• Two of the original signers of the Declaration of Independence were of Italian origin: William Paca 
and Caesar Rodney. Paca was one of the first senators in the Maryland state legislature, governor of 
Maryland(1782 to 1785) and a major general during the Revolutionary War. Rodney ofDelaware, 
descended from the Adelmare family in Treviso, is most remembered for his courageous ride to 
Philadelphia in July 1776. Though sick with cancer, he rode through thunder and rain to arrive just in 
time to vote for independence. 

• Onorio Razzolini was the first Italian American ever to hold public office. He was the U.S. 
Armourer and Keeper of Stores in Maryland between 1732 and 1747, a duty which essentially put 
him in charge of defense for the Colony of Maryland. 

• In 1837, John Phinizy, the son of an Italian immigrant named Ferdinanda Finizzi, became the first 
Italian American mayor of an American city: Augusta, Georgia. In 1880, Anthony Ghio was elected 
mayor of Texarkana, Texas, where he later opened the town's first opera house. 

• Among the first Italian American governors were William Paca, who served Maryland from 1782 to 
1785; Caesar Rodney of Delaware in 1776; and Andrew Houston Longino who was elected 
governor ofMississippi in 1900. The first Republican governor ofltalian descent was Christopher 
Del Sesto, who was elected governor ofRhode Island in 1958. 

• Francis B. Spinola was the first Italian American to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives 
(1887-1891). A Democrat, Spinola represented New York City. 

• In 1950, John Orlando Pastore became the first Italian American elected to the U.S. Senate, where 
he ser\red until 1976. In over 50 years in public office, he never lost an election. A Democrat from 
Rhode Island, he began his political career as a state assemblyman in 1934 and became the first 
Italian American governor of his home state in 1945 after his predecessor resigned. He wasreelected 
in 1946 and then again in 1948 by a record 73,000 vote margin over his opponent. 

• Alfred E. Smith, who was born Alfred Emanuele Ferrara, was the first Italian American governor of 
New York (1919), and the first Italian American presidential candidate. He was defeated by Herbert 
Hoover in 1928. His paternal grandfather was born in Genoa in 1808 .. 

~ . . 

• Charles Joseph Bonaparte founded the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1908, built the U.S. 
Navy .into one ofthe strongest in the world and was the first Italian American appointed to a cabinet 
position, serving as Secretary of the Navy and later as U.S. Attorney General during Theodore 
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Roosevelt's administration. 

• New York City's "Little Flower," Fiorello H. LaGuardia was elected mayor in 1931 and served 
until 1944. Elected on the Republican ticket, he became the first Italian American mayor of the city. 
The former lawyer was a champion of labor unions and campaigned ih English, Italian, Yiddish, 
German and Spanish. 

\ 
• Michael A. Musmanno served on of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and on the bench of the 

Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal, which tried the Nazi officers after World War II. 

• the:..r9~?0:~e:w~Y.ot£"C~ty-mayoral~ w~~ .~~~~~~~ti.S'W§;~~~~~!-"4~~-or~J~~i_n.~~N 
Impelhtten, and Ferdmand Pecora.dtnp$}11:1t..Yn'~w.on;on'"the"Expenence Party,tlcket-anctserved as~ 

~ayor-until.J anuar:y,1.~1) 

• U.S. Congressman Peter Rodino, the chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, led the 
Committee recommendation to impeach Richard M. Nixon. Elected to Congress in 1948, Rodino 
also was a key congressman supporting the law that made Columbus Day a national holiday in 1973. 

• Anthony J. Celebrezze was the first foreign-born mayor of Cleveland, Ohio and the first non-native 
to be appointed to the U.S. Cabinet as Secretary of the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare under the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations. Also a judge to the U.S. Court of Appeals, 
he was born in: Potenza, elected Cleveland's mayor in 1953 and re-elected four times, the last time 
with nearly 75 percent of the vote. He was the only Cleveland mayor elected five times. He died in 
1998 at age 88. · 

• Gov. Ella Tambussi Grasso of Connecticut was the first American woman elected governor in her 
own right and the first Italian American woman in Congress. Elected governor in 1975, she brought 
the state out of debt and created an "open government" so all citizens could easily access public 
records. Grasso served as governor until1980. She served in Congress from 1970 to 1974. Ella 
Grasso died of cancer in 1981. 

• Geraldine Ferraro was the first woman to ever run for national office in the U.S. In 1984 she ran as 
Walter Mondale's vice presidential candidate. A Democrat from New York, she served in the U.S. 
House ofRepresentatives from 1979 to 1985. 

• Mario Cuomo, who was first elected governor ofNew York in 1982, won the 1986 election with 
2,761,000 votes, or 64 percent, the largest margin in New York history. During his 12 years in office, 
Gov. Cuomo pushed through landmark programs in criminal justice, education, the environment, 
health care, human rights, housing and health care that were national firsts. See, his book, The New 
York Idea: An Experiment in Democracy · 

• The first woman to be secretary of state and attorney general in Nevada was Frankie Sue Del Papa. 
She was elected secretary in 1987 and attorney general in 1991. 

• Brooklyn's Rudolph W. Giuliani was elected mayor ofNew York City in 1993, and re-elected in 
1997. During his first term as mayor, crime in the Big Apple dropped 41 percent, the largest 
sustained decrease in the nation and the lowest rate in New York City since the 1960s. The Mayor 
began his career in the U.S Attorney's office for the Southern District ofNew York in 1970 at age 
29, later practiced law privately and worked for the Attorney General's office and the Justice 
Department. He first ran for mayor in 1989 as an independent but lost to David Dinkins. 
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• At the close of the 2oth century, about eight percent, or 82 of the mayors of the 1,056 major U.S. 
cities had Italian last names. Per state, the largest percentages of mayors are in New York (3 5 
percent), Connecticut (31 percent) and New Jersey (23 percent). Six ofthe Italian American mayors 
are women. Italian Americans constitute about six percent of the U.S. population. 

• ~~Qtli:cehtui-yll=G10sed;:-3-fmerind-women-6Hta1iari-descent-were"ser-ving_in_the:tJ.:S:"J) 
~gress,-including cfive·senators,and~four~worp.~~E-· ~ 
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Italian Americans have made significant contributions to American education as teachers, and pioneer 
theorists. 

• The first graduating class of the University of Pennsylvania in 1757 included an Italian American 
named James Laita. He was one of seven men chosen by Ben Franklin, the University founder, to 
attend what was then called the College of Philadelphia. 

• Leonard Covello (1887 -1982) was the first Italian American high school principal in New York 
City (Benjamin Franklin High School in East Harlem 1934-56). A pioneer in bi-lingual education, 
Covello believed a school should serve the interests of its neighborhood. He was also a co-founder of 
the American Italian Historical Association in 1966. -

• Peter Sammartino was the founder, president and chancellor emeritus of Fairleigh Dickinson 
University, a liberal arts institution in New Jersey which he began in 1942 with his wife, Sylvia 
(Sally) Scaramelli. He also founded the International Association of University Presidents and was 
the author of 30 books. The Sammartinos died in 1992. 

• Mother Frances Cabrini, the first American saint, founded 14, American colleges, 98 schools, 28 
orphanages, eight hospitals, three training schools, and a score of other institutions with the help of 
over 4,000 sisters she recruited for the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, a group she also 
founded. Mother Cabrini emigrated to the US in 1889 and became a US citizen in 1909. She died in 
1917 and was canonized in 1949. 

• Italian Americans have founded some of America's oldest colleges and universities. The University 
of Santa Clara in California was founded by two Italian Jesuits: John Nobili and A. Accolti in 1851 
with only $150. Gonzaga University in Washington State was founded by a Jesuit priest, Joseph 
Cataldo in 1881. St. Bonaventure's College, one ofthe best and well-known small colleges in New· 
York state, was founded by Father Pamphilus in 1858. 

• Italian Americans served as presidents of several notable American colleges very early in their 
history. Father Giovanni Grassi served as the president of Georgetown College (now Georgetown 
University) in Washington, DC in 1812, only two years after emigrating to the U.S. from Bergamo. 
Father Anthony Ciampi was president ofLoyola College·in Baltimore, Maryland in 1863. Father 
Lawrence B. Palladino was president of Gonzaga University, in Washington State, from 
1894-1897. 

• In 1978, at age 38, A. Bartlett Giamatti became the youngest president ofYale University in 200 
years and the first president not entirely of Anglo Saxon heritage. As the New Haven, Connecticut 
university's 19th president, Giamatti served until 1986 when he resigned to become the president of 
the National League of Baseball (NLB). In January 1989, he became commissioner of the NLB. He 
died of a heart attack in September 1989 at age 49. 
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• Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino, the former president of Catholic University, a physician and author was 
founder, chairman, director, founding dean, professor, chancellor and president of medical centers in 

1
New Jersey, Kentucky, Tennessee, Connecticut and Washington, DC; as well as the author of over 
400 medical articles. 

• Linda Lantieri co-founded "Resolving Conflicts Creatively," an organization which teaches 
students how to prevent violence in the classroom in New York City. The private agency, founded in 
1985, forms partnerships with public schools to help elementaryand high school students learn how 
to resolve conflicts and develop friendships. 

• As superintendent of Baltimore County schools, Anthony Marchione has turned the nation's 25th 
largest school district with 105,500 students around. Since 1995, he has paired new teachers with 
experienced mentors; cut class sizes to 23 students; and hired building experts to shore up the 
county's. I 59 schools. In 1993, Baltimore ranked 13th out ofMaryland's 24 counties. By 1998, it 
ranked 8th. 

• · Rosemarie Truglio, Ph.D., is the director of research for Public Television's award-winning 
children's program, "Sesame Street. " She develops the program's interdisciplinary curriculum and 
conducts research to enhance the program's educational and entertainment values. Dr. Truglio is a 
nationally recognized expert on the effects of television on children and teenagers. · 

• In 1998, the NIAF identified at least 166 college presidents of Italian descent, including John 
DiBiaggio {Tufts University); Claire Gaudiani (Connecticut College); Jay Oliva (New York 
University); Joseph Polisi {The Julliard School); and Neil Rudenstine (Harvard University), whose 
mother was Italian American (Mae Esperito ). 
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FACT SHEET: ITALIANS IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

From the beginning of U.S. history, Italians have supported American independence. 

• Three Italian regiments, totaling some 1,500 men, fought for American independence: the Third 
Piemonte, the 13th Du Perche, and the Royal Italian. 

• Filippo Mazzei, a Tuscan physician, fought alongside Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry during 
the American Revolution. Mazzei drew up a plan to capture the British in New York by cutting off 
their sea escape, and convinced France to help the American colonists financially and militarily in 
their struggle against British rule. He also inspired the Jeffersonian phrase: "All men are created 
equal" when he wrote "All men are by nature equally free and independent." 

• Italian officers in the American Revolution include: Captain Cosimo de Medici of the North. 
Carolina Light Dragoons; Lieutenant James Bracco, 7th Maryland Regiment, killed at the Battle of 
White Plains; Captain B. Tagliaferro, second in command of the Second Virginia Regiment, a 
direct subaltern of General George Washington; 2nd Lieutenant Nicola Talliaferro of the 2nd 
Virginia Regiment; and Colonel Richard Talliaferro, who fell at the Battle of Guilford. Other 
Italian officers, most from Massachusetts, are on regimental rolls of the Continental Army. 

• Major John Belli was the Quartermaster General of the U.S. Army from 1792 to 1794. The first 
settler in Scioto County, Ohio, he lived there until his death in 1809. 

• Three of the first five warships commissioned by the Continental Congress of the new American 
government, were named Christopher Columbus, John Cabot and Andrea Doria. Doria was a· 

16th century navy admiral from Genoa who was still fighting the Barbary pirates in his mid 80s. 

• Francesco Vigo (1747-1836), is believed the first Italian to become an American citizen. A 
successful fur trader on the western frontier (today the mid-western states of Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio), Vi go served as a colonel, spy, and financier during the American 
Revolution. He died a pauper, but in 1876 the U.S. government gave his heirs about $50,000 to repay 
them for Vigo's financial support of the Revolutionary War. Along with George Rogers Clark, he 
helped settle the Northwest territory. 
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FACT SHEET ON ITALIAN AMERICANS: A DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW 

• ·(Fhere-:ar.e:fiearlySSc.million'people-\Vhbcideiit1fied-themselves~as_ltalian"Ainedcau~in.the~f9~9"0:Q~S~~) 
census, the Population Division of the U.S. Census Bureau reports. The Census Bureau estimates, 
however, that l::out:ofTOA.merieans~h3's-some~Italian-blood.,bringing the total number of 
Americans ofltalian descent to:2~ . 

• Italian Americans are the fifth largest ethnic group in the United States, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The four larger groups are: the Germans, Irish, English and African Americans. 

• The average Italian American still lives in the city in. which he was raised, has attended at least one 
year of college and has an average family income of about $33,000 per year, according to a survey of 
the National Opinion Research Center (NOR C) at the University of Chicago~ 

• Italian Americans are evenly split among the three political parties: 35 percent Republican; 32 
percent, Democrat; and 33 percent Independent, according to the NORC. No matter their political 
orientation, Italian Americans tend to support liberal social causes: 89 percent would vote for a 
woman president; 55 percent are pro-choice; and more than 60 percent think the government should 
spend more on health, education and the poor. · 

• Italian Americans either make up i 5 percent of the population or number more than 1 million in the 
following states: 

~~~lifomia 
--· ·---- w-~ J 1.1 ·? 09.:29° ···-·~-

.. ... · .J 
jconnecticut 

" ~. ·---·-- ~""' '"""~ 
... JI?50z.9.99 .. 

-~ '"' '"~"" 
.. J 

!Massachusetts 11845,000 I 
jNew Jersey 

--· -- - .J I!, ~go_ .. ooo 
-~··~ -- I 

!New York 
~---·-- .. ·- -···-=]2,900,00_Q -' ·~-~- - .. J 

jPennsylvania Jj1,400,000 I 
[Rhode lsi~~- .... 

···~---- - ----- ·- .. .. Jl200,000 . . I 

• Italian Americans are also found in significant numbers in 15 other states, including Florida 
(800,000); Illinois (730,000), Ohio (640,000); Michigan (412,000); Texas (314,000) and 
Marynand (253,000). 

1997 
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ITALIAN AMERICAN INFLUENCES IN WASHINGTON, DC 

Most Americans know that the District of Columbia is named after Christopher Columbus, but few 
realize how great a role other Italians and their descendants have had in building the city and its 
monuments. Italians helped create Washington's classic architecture and impressive monuments, and 
many ofthe.city's schools, churches, and federal buildings. 

• THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL -- Neapolitan immigrant Attilio Piccirilli and his five brothers 
carved the statue ofLincoln, which they began in 1911 and completed in1922. It is 19 feet high and 
made of 28 blocks of marble, carefully fitted together. The gifted sculptors, working out of their 
studio/living complex in the Bronx, also carved the famous lions on the steps ofthe New York 
P~blic Library, and the facade of the Brooklyn Museum among many other works in New York and 
across America. See Attilio Piccirilli's biography by Joseph V. Lombardo, published in.1944. 

/ 

• THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL-- Using techniques handed down by stone carvers since the 
Middle Ages, Italian artisans created the gargoyles and statues that decorate the facade of 
Washington's most famous place of worship. · 

• THE CAPITOL BUILDING -- A concrete symbol of American democracy, the Capitol bears the 
imprint ofltalian talent. Between 1855 and 1870, the Italian artist, Constantino Brumidi decorated its 
interior dome, corridors, and the President's Roomwhere Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

• UNION STATION-- Italian construction workers helped build Washington's train station, which 
was begun in 1905 and completed in 1908, considered one of the most beautiful train stations in the 
United States. The six statues that decorate·the station's facade were sculpted by Andrew E. 
Bernasconi between 1909. and 1911. 

• METRO -- Washington is justifiably proud of its quiet, modem subway system, but few of the 
thousands of commuters who ride it daily know that more than 60 percent of Metro's 764 subway 
cars are made in Italy. The DC Transit Authority purchased 466 cars from Breda Costiuzioni 
Ferroviariein Pistoia at a cost of about $1.3 million each. 

The National Italian American Foundation 
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Dr. Anthony Fauci- head of the Nafl Insitutes of Health- here in Washinton_Dc and a 
·winner of research prizes on aids. See also Bob Gallo in my today's Famous Italian's page.* 

ert Gallucci - Georgetown Univ - big scholar* 

Paolo Janni- retired Italian diplomat during the· Cold War* • 
*info courtesy of gisella@psnw.com ' . . · 

· _GIANNINI Jrom San~Francisco, founder of BANCA D'ITALIA; which become BANCA 
D' IT ALIA E AMERICA;and finally once world bigge:st bank ,BANK OF AMERICA • 

Italians/Italian~Americans The !T'an who captured Billy the Kid was ·Angelo 11Charlie11 

Siringo, a famous Pinkerton detective who ~lso pursued Butch Cassidy and the ·sundance_ . 
Kid. · · 

The man who invented ,the suburban sh-opping m~ll was Edward J. DeBartolo, the son of 
Italian immigrants, who worked his way up from constr;-uction jobs when he was 13 years 
old in 1922 to become a successful real-estate developer who built the first American 
shopping_plaz~s i~·the 1940s, 50s and 60s_. ·- · 

The only man in U.S. history to win the cou'ntry' s two highest military honors -~ the Navy 
Cross and the U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor.-- was John Basi lone, a U.S. f1larine who 

· died during the Battle of Iwo Jima in 1945. · 
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The Planter's Peanut Company and its familiar·logo, Mr. Peanut, were created by the 
Italian American businessmen Amedeo Obici and Mario Peruzzi in Wilkes Barre, 

lvanici in 1908. 

Two of the signers of the Declaration of Independence were of Italian descend: 
Maryland's William Paca and Delaware's Caesar Rodney. . 

During the Civil War, th~ 39th New York Infantry consisted of 830 ItalianAmericans, 
·known as "the Garibaldi Guard," who fought in the Union Army'from Bull Run to 
Appomattox. Two Italian Americans also were Union generals: Brigadier General Francis 

Spinola and General Luigi Palma di Cesnola. 

Two Italian Americat:ts were with Custer at the Battle of Little Big Horn: John Martini, a 
trumpeter, and Lieutenant Charles C. De Rudio. Both survived the massacre. 

"Chattanooga Choo-choo," "~huffle Off to Buffalo," "Lullaby of Broadway," and "An Affair 
to Remember" were written by Harry Warren, a Brooklyn-born composer whose real name 
was Salvatore Guaragna. 

The first American to be named a saint was the Italian American nun, Mother Frances 

brini, who was canonized in 1946. 

"Rosie the Riveter," who became a symbol of American women who took their men's places 
in factories during World War II was Rosie Bonavit~. 

The ice cream cone was invented in 1896 by Italo Marcioni in New Jersey. 

NY Gov. George Pataki, Susan Sarandon and Bruce Springsteen are Italian American. 

Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Roy Campanella and Franco Harris are Italian American. 

Two Italian Ame.ricans were with Custer at the Battle of Little Big Horn: 
John Martini; a trumpet_er, and Lieutenant Charles C. De Rudio. Both survived the 
massacre. 

Hank Luisetti- invented the one-handed layup in basketball . 

ndy Varipapa- one ofthe world's best bowlers and two-time winner of the all-star 
ndividual math game championship 
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THE "AVERAGE" ITALIAN AMERICAN: FICTION AND FACT 

Information Comiesy ofNIAF 

"""""""'-"'·---------------------
Movies, television, and the press persistently link Italian Americans with organized crime, perpetuating the 

myth that a significant portion ofltalian Americans are 1nvolved in the mafia or benefit from mob 
activities. 

As a result of this misinformation, the larger Ameridm public has come to believe that Italian American 
culture is innately criminal and that Italian Americans have a propensity toward crime. 

Government studies on organized crime, howeverrefute this popular conception. The President's 
Commission on Law Enforcement's Report on Organized Crime, the only official information on.mob 

activities ever offered by a federal agency, estimates that in 1967 5,000 people were involved in organized 
cnme. 

The 1990 U.S. Census counted nearly 15 million people ofltalian descent. Even if all 5,000 members of 
organized crime identified by the President's commission were Italian American, this would amount to 

0.0003 percent of the current Italian American population or 3 people out of 100,0QO. 

A truer portrait of Italian Americans emerged from a survey report by the National Opinion Research 
Center (NOR C) at the University of Chicago. The NORC study revealed that the average Italian American 

has attended at least one year of college and has an average family income of about $33,000 per year. 
\ . 

The NORC survey also found·that Italian Americans tend to support liberal social causes: 89 percent would 
· vote for a woman president; 55 percent are pro-choice; and more than 60 percent think the government 

· should spend more on health, education and the poor. 

1996 

FACT SHEET: ITALIAN AMERICANS 

October is Italian American Heritage Month, celebrating the contributions of an estimated 26 million 
Americans of Italian descent-- the fifth largest ethnic group in the United States. Here are some 

little-known facts about Italian Americans. 

Most Italian Americans are descended from the nearly 5 million Italians who came to the United 
States between 1880 and 1924. They brought with them many Italian traditions, including a wealth 

' of folk wisdom found in ancient proverbs. Here is a sampling. I C:lieii:Here: I for more interesting 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Brian E. Nelson!WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: italian quotes . 

You may have the universe if I may have Italy. 
Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) Italian composer 

No duty is more urgent than that of returning thanks. 
Saint Ambrose (340-397) Italian religious leader 
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Simpson's Contemporary Quotations, compiled by James B. Simpson. 1988. 

NUMBER: 609 

AUTHOR: Mario Cuomo, Governor ofNY 

QUOTATION: We must get the American public to look past the glitter, beyond the 
showmanship, to the reality, the hard substance of things. And we'll do it ... 

. not so much with speeches that will bring people to their feet as with 
speeches that bring people to their senses. 

ATTRIBUTION: Keynote address to Democratic National Convention in San Francisco 16 
Jul84 

SUBJECTS: The World: Politics & Government: Politicians & Critics 

Simpson's Contemporary Quotations, compiled by James B. Simpson. Copyright© 1988 by James B. Simpson. Published by the Houghton 
Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. 

CONTENTS ·BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
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Buy it now at 
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~elgian Proverb 

Beauty and chastity are always quarreling. 

The beginning and the end 
reach out their hands· to ·each other. 

Spanish Proverb 

· Chinese Proverb 

He who is outside the door has already a good part of his journey 
behind him. · · 

Dutch Proverb 

Italian Pro 

If you are bitter at heart, 
sugar in the mouth will not help you. 

Yiddish Proverb 

. Boasting is not courage. 

African Proverb 

A book is like a garden carried in the pocket. 

Chhiese Proverb 

. Many complain of their looks, but none of their brains. 

Yiddish Proverb 
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Delivered before the American Federation of Labor celebration of Labor Day 
held in Festival Hall, Treasure Island, 

Monday, September 4,J9~92} 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Public Officials, Officers and 
Members of the American Federation of Labor: 

At the outset may I express my deep appreciation to you and your 
committee for the unhesitating and spontaneous manner in which_ 
you saw fit to invite me to be present here today. 

I thank you not only as Angelo Rossi, the man, but more 
important than that, as Chief Executive of a truly great American 
city. 

• The greatest asset of any nation is the spirit of its people. 

The greatest danger that menaces the security of any nation is the 
breakdown of that spirit. 

There are those in our country who are fearful of the future. 

hear marching feet, rumbling guns and droning planes in other lands. 

They hear the voices of discontent, spreading vicious doctrines which assail the 
fundamental principles upon which our nation is founded. 

They hear great masses of our people crying for assistance and the opportunity to earn 
an honest dollar. · 

They hear all these things and they are fearful. 

Their spirit is breaking. 

-Yet, on the other hand, I am privileged today to speak to a group of people whose 
presence here gives us cause for great confidence. 

Here we have no evidence of a broken spirit. 

Here we have a group of people who are imbued with the spirit which prompted our 
pioneer forefathers whose energies built this great Western Commonwealth. 

Rather on this Labor Day we rejoice and are most hopeful for the future. 

When tremendous groups of people meet for the purpose of doing honor to the high 
u1r111n..;:*" or splendid achievements of some outstanding organization, they must be 

.... , ...... ,,,. ... ., ..... by a great cause and imbued with a noble spirit. 

The great outpouring of the citizenry, not only of the glorious city C?f San Francisco, but 
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