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U.S. Department of the Interior

Save America’s Treasures

" FY 2000 Historic Preservation Fund Grants to Preserve
Nationally Significant Intelicctual and Cultural Artifacts and Historic Structures and Sites

APPLICATION

Applicants must submit one (1) signed original and seven (7) copics of a complete application plus one (1) additional photocapy of
this page for each project To reccive an electronic version of this application, sec Additional Information on page 7.

1. PROJECT INFORMATION |

Historic Property or Collection Name  Anderson Cottage, U.S. Soldiers and Aimnen's Home '

Historic Property Address or Location of Collection Rock Creek Church Rozd -

City Washineton, D.C. County Congressional Distriet _DC _ "State Zip 22903 :

_Type of project (select only one) ' ;. . . '
Hism}iq district Site Building __ x Structure Object
. Artilact ) Collection Document | Monument ____ Workolart

" Amount Requested (Fedcral sharc) $ 1,000,600 TOTAL Project $_2,101.180

2. PROJECT SPONSOR AND PROJECT DIRECTOR g .

. Project Sponsor is 8 FEDERAL AGENCY NONPROFIT ENTITY X

Authorizing Official Name _ Richard Moe '

Title___ President ‘ !
. Organization National Trust for Historic Preservation ' ‘ ' B ]
Address 1785 Massachuseﬂs'AvenuglNW | '

City _ Washington State _DC _ Zip 20036
Phone _202-588-6135 | Fax 202-588-6082

A e-mail Richard_Moe@nthp.org
PROJECT DIRECTOR (if differeat from Authorizing Official)

Name _William Dupont Title Graham Guund Architect

Orgauization National Trust for Historic Preservation

Address 1785 Massachusetts Avenue NW
City ___ Washington : i

State DC Zip 20036

Phome _202-588-6261 o Fax ‘202-588-6232

c-mail William_Dupont@nthp.org

. f the Project’Spgrsor must sign aad date this form. Signatures must be original and in ink.

3. AUTHORIZED
The Authorizing O

- Bignature Date
Name' __Richard Moe : Title Presidlcnt
Address 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW Date March 30, 2000
City ____Washington State __DC Zip 20036
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4. OWNERSHIP AND PROOF OF NONPROFIT STATUS
Does the Project Sponsor o'an this property?
Yes. X No.

———

If the Project Sponsor does not own this praperty, a letter explaining the relationship between the owner and the Project Sponsor
and the authority under which the Project Sponsor will be the grantee of record to undertake preservation work on the property must
be attached to this application. The letter must be on the owner's letterhead and must be signed by the owner’s Authorizing Official.

If the Project Sponsor is not a Federal agency, proof of nonprofit status must be attached to this application, Guidance on
acceptzble proofs of nonprofit status is provided on page 2 of the Guidelines and Application Instructions.

5. DOCUMENTATION

A minimum of four (4), 5"x7" or larger black and white photographs must accorapany the application. Two must be general views of

the historic property or collection, and the other two must document the threat or damage. Photographs must be lab¢led. Photocopies
and photographs submitted electronically will not be accepted,

6. PROJECT SUMMARY

In the space below, briefly summarice the proposed project. Discuss the national significance of the resource, its current condition. the
nature of the threat, and the proposed preservation and/or conservation work. Do not attach continuation sheets.

The Anderson Cottage project invo)ves the restoration of the 14-room Early Gothic Revival Structure in Washington, DC,
that served as President Lincoln's summer tesidence from 1862-1864. The Cottage derives its exceptional significance from the fact
that President Lincoln spent approximetely one-quarter of his presidency in Anderson Cottage and wrote the initial draft of the
Emancipation Proclamation there, before presenting it to his Cabinet in 1862. Today, Anderson Cottage stands in a state of obscurity
and decline. This project is designed to restore the site and develop it into a premier learning center dedicated to enhancing
understanding of Abraham Lincoln's presidency and his extraordinary intellectual legacy.

Anderson Cottage was built in 1842-43 as a country home for George W. Riggs, a prominent banker in Washingtoa DC. in
1851, the Cottage and farm land surrounding it were purchased by the federal government to form the core of what is known today as
the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen’s Home (USSAH), and the Cottage served s the first quarters for residents of the Home. 1n 1862,
President Lincoln and his family were offered the use of Anderson Cottage as a retreat. The Lincolns lived there during the summer
months from 1862-1864 to escape the heat of the city and the intense political pressures of being president during a period of great
crisis in this country. Lincoin's need for the solitude the Cottage provided to read and think was so great that he coatinued to ride out
there every evening, even at great tisk to his personal safety. At least one assassination attempt has been documented s Lincoln rode
heme to the Cottage one night and arrived without his trademark stovepipe hat, which was found the next morming with & hole shot
through it. A landmark Copper Beach tree Lincoln played in with his children still stands next to the Cottage. While there are other
sites and monumsnts with ties to Lincoln In Washington DC and elsewhete, this is the only site in the country--other than the White
House-- with strong personal and intellestual ties to the Lincoln presidential years.

The USSAH, which still owns the Cottage, is committed to its restoration, but Congressionally mandated military
downsizing has had a major impact on the USSAH budget and it is unable to undertake more than very basic maintenance on the
building. The major mechanical systems are deteriorating, paint is peeling, and original woodwork continues to decay. Recegnizing
that without outside help this national treasure will continue to deteriorate, the USSAH signed a cooperative agreement with the
Naticnal Trust for Historic Preservation to devise a program for the preservation and interpretation of Aadersan Cottage. A number
of partners have joined in the effort. Prominent Lincoln scholars and collectors have indicated a strong interest in assisting. Scholars
from the Lincoln Forum and elsewhere have agreed to help conduct research needed 10 advance all aspects of the project. Congress
bas directed he National Park Service to conduct a Special Resource Study for the site, to examine alternatives for preserving and
interpreting the aspects of American bistory related to Anderson Cottage. The National Trust intends t6 list Anderson Cottage as one
of its 11 Most Endangered Sites this year to draw attention to this extremely important, but deterjorating, site.

The Natonal Trust is applying for a Save America's Treasures grant to help fund the physical restoration.of the Cottage, so it
can scrve as a sefting for fatnilies, schiool ehildren, scholars and intemational visitors to learn about one of our greatest presidents and
this transformational period in Anterican history. Resources are being raised simultaneously from ather sources to advance the
¢ducational mission of the project. The overall objective is larger then the work described in this grant request, and is expected to cost
$4.8 million to implement. Subsequent project phases will include exhibit design and fabrication, artifact acquisition, historical
research, developmer.t of educational matenials, and enhancement of public amenities.

FY2000 Federal Sqve America’s Treasures Grant Application Form Page2of 8
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7. NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE ' .
Eligible historic properties and collections must be nationally significant. Complete either section A or section B, as appropriatc.

A. FOR BISTORIC PROPERTIES:
“The district, site, building, structure, or object:
’ x is designated a National Historic Landmark. .
x___is listed in the National Register of Histori¢ Places for its national significance.
has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places for its national significance by the ch‘pcr
of the National Register. :

The State Historic Prescrvation Office has determined this district, site building, structure or object eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places for its national significance. Documentation of this determination (such as letter from the
State Historic Preservation Office) must be attached to this application.

B. FOR COLLECTIONS: [n the space below, provide a brief justification of national sigaificance. Guidance on national
significance is provided in the Guidelines and Application Instructions.

~ FY2000 Federal Save America’s Treasures Grant Application Form ' ' . : Pa'gc'3. of §




8. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. WHAT IS THE THREAT TO THE HISTORIC PROPERTY OR COLLECTION? In the sphcc below, briefly describe the source
and effect(s) of tire threat, danger or damage to the historic property or collection.

Since 1990, funding from the active duty pay and deductions that support USSAH have dropped by 39%. This has created a budget
crisis requiring USSAH to discontinue most use and all but the most basic maintcnance work on Anderson Cottaze.

The USSAH uses a portion of the first floor of Anderson Cottage for offices, but the remainder is vacant. Water is seeping through the
basement walls and damnaging them. Electrical and plumbing systems are antiquated and deteriorating. There is lead paint throughout
the basement and third floor of the Cottage, which is peeling badly and needs to be removed. The pipes for the hot water radiator
heating systcm are over 100 years old, and many of the radiators are leaking and damaging floors and interior woodwork that date
from Lincoln's time. A aumber of the windows leak, causing rotting of lower sash rails and window sills.

The USSAH does all it can 10 maintain the exterior of the building, but severe budget shortfalls mean the structure will receive
minimal maintenance from this point forward. Without the infusion of outside money and effort, this extracrdinary presidentia
Jjust minutes from downtown Washington, will continue to deteriorate and will never be restored and interpreted for public beni

B. WHAT WORK WILL BE SUPPORTED BY THIS GRANT? In the space below, briefly describe the key project work elen
be supported by this grant and the requircd non-Federal matching share. Describe how the work will significantly diminish or

climinate the threat, danger or damage described above. On a separatc sheet, provide a timeline for project completion, includic
major activity with a schedule for its completion and its cost.

In 1985, the USSAH hired the firm of Geicr Brown Renfroe Architects to conduct a comprehensive Historic Structure Report 2
Restoration Plan for the site. In February 2000, The National Trust convened a forum of nationally prominent individuals 10 re

and revise the 1985 Study. Out of that forum came the plan to restore the Cottage to the Lincoln era and develop it into a prem
Lincoln leaming center. The Save America's Treasures Grant will be used to help fund the restoration of the Cottage to the way «
looked in Lincoln's Day, Restoration activities will include 1.) restoring the roof, gutters and exterior of the Cottage 10 its early1860's
appearance 2.) reconstructing or repairing missing or altered windows, shutters, trim and verandah ¢lements; 3.) removing an exterior

elevator and wing added after the Lincoln period, and replacing rotted windowsill, Jatticework and other wood detailing inside and
out; 4.) restoring interior finiskes in the first and second floor rooms; 5.) providing handicapped accessibility; 6.) adding a fire
suppression system znd new interior fire rated stair; 7.) providing new HVAC and electrical systems; 8.) renovating the bathrooms;
and 9.) restoring the walkways leading w the Cottage, plus road and parking improvements and signage. This work is designed 1o
address all of the problems and deterioration described above. The restoration effort will be guided at every step by authenticity:

restoring the spaces and architectural details still in place from Lincoln's time, to create 8 setting for interpretation and educatlonal
programming that expands understanding of the Lincoln presidency.

The project will be done in phases, as set forth in the attached timeline, but all the work wﬂl be done in a way that allows full
restoration to occur as funds become available.

C. WHATIS THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THIS PROJECT? In the space below, briefly describe the educational, interpretive
and/or training value of this project to the American people.

The primary mission of restoration and programming at Anderson Cottage will be education. The site will be open to the public, and
in particular school children, largety through organized tours, and it will allow visitors to Jearn about Lincoln and his ideas in a place
where he lived during arguably the most critical period in our nation's history. Educational progremming will focus on Lincoln as
President during his time at the Cottage; Lincoln family life; the evolution of Lincoln's thinking during the Civil War; the role of the
Emancipation Proclamation in American history; the significance of Lincoln's presidency for African American history; and daily life
in Washington, DC during the Civil War. Period rooms, educational exhibits, tours of nearby buildings and grounds, new interpretive
technologies, and computer work stations will all be used to allow visitors to leam about Lincoln in plages where Lincoln himself
slept, walked, and wrote. Connections will be developed between Lincoln and Civil War sites in Washington and around the country
and with universities with roajor Lincoln studies programs. A restored Anderson Cottage, located just fifteen minutes from the Mall
in downtown Washington, DC will be attractive to a wide range of audiences including families, school children and teachers, Civil
War enthusiasts, scholars of Lincola, the Civil War and American history, and international visitors. Programming will be developed
for people who visit the site in person and those who travel (0 it over the intemct. It is envisioned this will becomme one of the premier
Lincoln learning centers in the country, generating research, scholarship and programming celated to Lincola's Presidency of the sort
generated about Thomas Jefferson at The Monticello Intemational Center for Jefferson Studics at Monticetlo in Charlotesville, VA.

FY2000 Federal Save America’s Treasures Grant Application Form Paged of 8
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9. PROJECT BUDGET AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION

A. PROJECT BUDGET

S

Using this budget format, outline the project budget ona separatc sheet. Each cost item mast clearly show how the total charge for
that ftem was determined. All major costs shoyld be listed in budget categories similar to those listed below, and ail cost iteins should

be explaincd in the narrative of the application. All non-Federal matching share must be contributed during lhe prant period, which

begins when the grant agreement is signed by bath the grantee and the National Park Service.

1. Personnel. Provide the names and titles of key project personnel. Please note that grant funds may not be used to pay Federal
employce salaries, nor may Federal salaries be used as matehvcost share.

‘" Name/Title of Position Wage or Salary Federal Grant Match /Cost Total
- Funds Share (if any)
-
Project Manager, to be hired (75%) $105,000 $30,000 $75,000 $105,000,
Graliam Gund Architect (7%) $12,320 $0 $12,320 $12,320
Directar of Interprctation/Educatior; (4%) | $4,800 $0 $4,800 $4.800
Administrative Assistant (10%) $6,200 $0 $6,200 $6,200
Subtotal £30,000.00 $98,320.00 $128,320.00
2. Fringe Eeneﬂts. If more than one rate is used, list each rate and the wage or salary base. -
Rate Salary or Wage Federal Grant Match / Cost Total
Base Funds Share (if aay)
20% of | $128,320.00 $6,000 $19,664 $25,664.00
Subtotal- $6,000 $19,664 $25,664.00
3. Consultant Fees. This should include paymcnts‘ for professional and technical consultants participating in the project.
Name and Type of Consultznt | # of Daily Rate of Federal Grant | Match/Cost Share Total
: -Days Compensation Funds (f any)
Architect & Engineers Lump sum fee $94,500 $94,500 $189,000
Museur; Climate Managetent . T
SpecislisVEagineer | Lump sum fee $7,500 $7,500 $15,000
Decorgtive Finish ‘ .
SpecialisvMicroscopist Lump sutn fee $12,000 $12,000 $24,000
Security System Specialist Lump sum fee $ 6,000 $6,000 $12,000.
Reimbursable expenses Not applicable $12,350 $12,350 $24,700
\ Subtotal $132,350.00 $132,350.00 $264,700.00

FY2000 Federal Save America’s Treasures Grant Application Form
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4. Trave! and Per Diem. Indicate the number of persons traveling, the total days they will be in travel status, and the total

subsistence and transpeortation €osts.

. 1 )
From/To #of | #of Subsistence Transpodation Federal Match/Cost | - Total
People | Travel { Costs (Lodging | Costs (Airfareand | -Grant Funds | Share (if :
Days | and Per Diem) Milcage) any)
1 )
Subotal § S

5, Office Supplics and Materials. Include consumable supplies and materials to be used in the project and any items of

expendable equipment, i.e., equipment costing less than $500 or with an estimated useful life of less than two years. Equipment

costing more than that skould be listed in the Equipment category (Category 6, below).

]

" llem Cost Federal Grant Match/tost Share Total
B : Funds (if any) :
Office supplics and film 10 $6,000 $6,000
Subtotal 30 $6,000 $6,000.00

6. Equipment. List al equipment iterns in excess of $500. Ttems worth less than $500 or that have 2 useful life of less than two

years must be listed in the Supplies and Materials category (Category 3, above).

ltiem - Cost’ Federa! Grant i Maich/Cost Share Total
Funds (if any) ‘
$ s ' $ s
Subtotal $ $ 3
7. Coustruction/Conservation Materials. RRCA v
| Item’ Cost Federal Grant Match/Cost Share Total
‘Funds (if any) -
Site work: walks, drives, parking, signage | § 93,000 $46,500 - $ 46,500 $ 93,000
Exterior restoration $375,000 $ 187,500 $ 187,500 $ 375,000
Intecior repairs and improvements $ 156,000 $ 78,000 $ 78,000 $ 156,000
Interior paint & decorative finishes $ 281,000 $ 140,500 $ 140,500 $ 281,000
Life Safety: fire stair & sprinklers $ 138,000 $ 69,000 $ 69,000 $ 138,000
Elevator $ 125,000 . $ 62,500 $ 62,500 $ 125,000
Replace HVAC & Electric . $ 456,000 $228,000 1 $228,000 $ 456,000
Subtotal $812,000.00 -$812,000.00 $1,624,000.00

FY2000 Federal Save America’s Treasures Graat Application Form
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8. Otber.

—
ltem Cost Federal Grant MatchA/ Cost Share Toral
Funds (if any)
[ndirect costs not exceeding 25% of base Base = $19,650 $ 32,846 s 55.496 '
cost : ' $209,984 oo
T Subtotal $ 19,650 § 32,846 $52,496.00
BUDGET SUMMARY: .-~
Enter category totals.here
Category Federal Grant Funds Match/Cost Share Tatal .
1. Personnel $ 30,000 - $98,320.00 $ 128,320.00
2. Fringe Benefits $ 6,000.00 $ 19,664.00 § 2566400
3, Consultant Fees § 132,350.00 | 8 132,350.00 § 264,700.00
4. Travel and Per Diem $0 $0 $0°
| 5. suppties and Materials $0 $ 6,000.00 $6,000.00
6. Equipment $0 $0 $0
7. Construction/Conscrvation Materials | $8 li,OO0.00 $812,000.00 3 i,624,000.00
8. Othier | 1 5 19,650.00 $ 32,846.00 $ 52,496.00
TOTAL PROJECT COSTS. $1,000,000.00 S!,IOI.IS0.00 $2,101,180.00

FY2000 Federal Save America’s Treasures Grant Application Form
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., .

B. WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF THE NON-FEDERAL MATCHI
List the sources and amounts of the required doltar-for-dollar non-Fed

available? If not, explain.

Of the §1.1 miilion in matching fuads budgeted for this phase of the préjcct, the N
from the Mark Taper Foundation ($150,000 grant) and the Gilder Lehrman Foundation
Trust has pledged $156,830 of ils own funds for personnel, fringe benefits, office supplie

594,350 will come from individuals, foundaticns and corporations

submit requests for additional private funding. Work is underway to secure the

restoration project will be raised by April 2001,

¢. NON-FEDERAL-APPLICANTS ONLY
Organization's non-Federal operating budget fo

Year FYI999‘

that have been identified by project advisor
National Trust's resources development and historic sites staff will work wit

NG SHARE?
eral matching share. ls the matching share secured and

gtional Trust already has secured $350,000
($200,000 pledge). In addition, the National
s and indirect costs. The balance of

s and supporters. The
h the president’s office and Save America’s Treasures to
funds, and it is anticipated that all money for the

t the most recently completed fiscal year:

Non-Federal budget _$38275.826

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Questions and requests for an clectronic version 0

Insiitute of Museum and Libfary'Sei"vices

Telephone 202.606.8547
E-mail mekennelly@imls.qov
Website - http//imls.gov

Natioﬁal Endowment for the Aris

Telephone 202.682.5489
E-mail melavehm{@ants.endow.cov
APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Applications must be submitted in hard copy. Faxe

A complete applicaticn package is:

o One (1) ariginal application and supporting documents, induding:
+ Original Authorizing Official signature; for Federal Agencics,

Proof of nonprofit status, if applicable (see f4).

Documentation of determ.ination of eligibility for listing
Timeline for project completion (sec #8B) '
o Detailed budget (see #9).

e Seven (7) copies of the complete application pac!
« One (1) additional photocopy of page one of the application.

Applications must_be postmarked by March 31, 2000.

SEND APPLICATIONS TO

For regular U.S. Postal Service Mail
including U.S. Priority 2-3 day mail

National Park Service
Heritage Presarvation Services
1849 C Strest, NW - NC330
- Washington, D.C. 20240
Attention: Save America’s Treasures

kage, including original photographs, oot bhot:ocopic’s.

f the instructions and application may be addressed to:

Natignal Endowment for the Humanitics
Telephone 202.606.8570
E-mail preservation(@neh.gov

National Park Scrvice

Telephone 202.343.9570
E-meil . treasures(@nps.gov
Website

http://grants cr.nps. gov/Millennium

d applications and applications submitted elecironically will not be
accepted. Applications not postmarked by the deadline and incomplete ap

plications will not be considered. -

this is the agency head (see #3).

Miniraum of four (4) 5"x7" or larger black and white photographs (see #5). - ' '
‘in the National Register, if applicable (sce #7)

For overnight mail or coutier service ONLY
Federal Express, DHL, UPS, etc.

© Save America’s Treasures

Natjonal Park Service

Heritage Prescrvation Services
Suite 330 S

200 North Capito] Street, NW -
Washington, D.C. 20002  (202) 343-9570.

FY2000 Federal Save America’s Treasures Grant Application Form

- °  PageBof



[V

Forum on the Future of Anderson Cottage

Bneﬂng Notebook

S Prepared by RS
Ellzabeth B. Waters, Charlottesvnlle, VA
.~ " Ann Fligsten,' Arnold, MD .

Balrd Smlth Qumn Evans Architects, Washmgton, D. C’
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CEorum-on-thieFutureof “Anderson-Cottage
< Eebruary24;2000>
U.S. Soldiers and Airmen's Home .
Washington, D.C.

Executive Briefing Memo

The following is a summary of information related to the histOry and future of Anderson

Cottage. More information on all of these topics is available in the enclosed briefing ~
book. |

1. History of the Site

Early History. The 14-room Early Gothic Revival structure now known as Anderson
Cottage was built in 1842-43 as a country home for George W. Riggs, a prominent
banker in Washington D.C., who went on to found Riggs Natlonal Bank. In 1851, the
cottage and farm land surroundlng it were purchased by the government to form the core
of what is known today as the U. S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home (USSAH). The former
Rigg's dwelling served as the first quarters for the residents of the Home. The Cottage
was named for Major Robert Anderson, who commanded the Unlon s Fort Sumter where
the Civil War's first volleys were ﬁred '

Lincoln Period. Anderson Cottage derives its extraordinary significance from the fact
that President Lincoln spent approximately one-quarter of his presidency in-Anderson
Cottage and wrote the final draft of the Emancipation Proclamation there, before riding to

-the Capital to present it to his Cabinet in.1862. Lincoln and his family used the Cottage,
which they referred to simply as "the Soldiers' Home", during the summer months from
1862-64 as a respite from the heat of the city and the intense political pressures of being
president during a period of great crisis.in this country. Lincoln's need for the solitude
the cottage provrded to read and think was so great that he continued to ride out to the
Home every evemng, even at great risk to his personal safety.

Additional Slgmﬁcance In addition to Lrncoln s use of Anderson Cottage it served as .
the Summer White House for Presidents Rutherford B. Hayes, Chester Arthur and
Ulysees S. Grant. The Sherman Dormitory Tower adJ acent to Anderson Cottage, built in
1852, was used throughout the Civil War as a srgnal platform to observe the maneuvers
of confederate forces, and the: information was sent to Army headquarters in downtown
Washington. The historic landscape that evolved at the Soldiers' Home, designed and
influenced by landscape architects: Andrew Jackson Downing and Fredrick Law Olmsted,
functioned as a large open-air park in the late 1800s and.early 1900s, until traffic and -
security coricerns caused it to-be closed to the general public.

Historic Designations. In“l97~4:;the*Secretary of the- Interror ~designated-Anderson
Cottage) three adj acent Civil War Structures--Sherman Bu1ld1ng South; and Quarters, 1
and 2, and six acres of land, a'National Historic.Landmark? This desrgnauon

i




B
automatlcally placed the Cottage on the Natlonal Register of HlStOI‘lC Places, meaning
that any federal funds.used to restore the building are subject to review under Section 106
of the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act. The Cottage is also a Category I1 -
Landmark under the District of Columbia's Historic Landmark and Historic District ,
Protection Act, and any changes would be subject to review by the District of Columbia's
" Historic Preservation Board and the National Capital Planning Commission.

‘2. Status and Condition of the Cottage Today

Current Ownership and Use. Anderson Cottage is owned by the USSAH, one of two
homes that comprise the Armed Forces Retirement Home, an independent Federal
Agency. The first floor is occupied by the Public Affairs Officer and staff of the
USSAH. They conduct ad-hoc historical tours of the building and grounds for historical
organizations, colleges and schools, and interested individuals. The basement, second
and third floors are va'cant :

Condition of the Slte In 1985, the USSAH commissioned a Historic Structures Report
of the Cottage by Geier, Brown, Renfrow Architects, a firm spec1a1121ng in historic

~ preservation. It confirmed that the exterior of the building is in excellent condition, and
remains virtually unchanged from Lincoln's day, except for a few minor features. The
interior of the building appears to be structurally sound and retains the original fireplace
mantles, stair banisters, and some of the windows and interior shutters. The 1,2 and
3™ floor interior floor! plans are basically intact from Lincoln's day. The basement
appears to be significantly altered from its earlier use as a kitchen. Years of limited .
budgets at USSAH have left the interior of the Cottage with peeling paint and antiquated
plumbing, heating and electrlcal systems.

Prospects for the Future. The USSAH is committed to the restoration of Anderson

* Cottage because of its unique place in our nation's history and the history of the Home,
but Congressionally-mandated military downsizing has had a major impact on the .

" USSAH budget. Since 1990, funding from the active duty pay and deductions that °
support the Home have dropped 39 percent, leaving the USSAH with serious budget -
deficits. While the USSAH is prepared to continue to provide day-today maintenance of

- the Cottage, it cannot provide any funding for capital improvements or staffing to restore,

I interpret and manage the Cottage as an historic site. Recognizing these limitations, in"
October 1999, the USSAH: signed a cooperative agreement with the National Trust to
devise a program for the preservation and interpretation of Anderson Cottage. Thls
Forum represents a maJor ﬁrst step in the- 1mp1ementat10n of that agreement.

3. Archltectural Restoratlon Cost Estimates

1985 Cost Estimate. $The‘February 1985 Anderson Cottage Historic Structures Report
done by Geier, Brown, Renfrow Architects, included analysis of construction techniques,
mechanical systems, and architectural detailing, paint and mortar. It provided a,
comprehenswe cost estimate for architectural restoratlon of the bu11d1ng to the Llncoln
period and-first class museum space. N , o




. Current Estimate. The 1985 architectural restoration cost estimates have been revisited:
and updated by Baird Smith of Quinn/Evans Architects, one of the members of the
original Geier, Brown, Renfrow team. The revised estimates indicate a range of
restoration costs from $850,000 to complete a simple adaptive use rehabilitation of
Anderson Cottage for office use, to $ 1,755,000 to complete a museum quality:
architectural restorfation of the entire Cottage to the Lincoln period. -

Funding Possibilities. The National Trust intends to submit an application in the next
round of the federal Save America's Treasures grant program, administered by the

-National Park Service, for a portion of the funds needed to restore the Cottage Prlvate
funding would have to be secured to match the federal funding.

4. Interpretive/Use PoSsibilitieS‘and Estimated Operating Costs

Interpretlve/Use Possibilities. The'major obj ective of restoring Anderson Cottage is to
establish the site as one of the nation's premler historic sites, with links to other Civil War’
and Lincoln attractions within the D.C. region. This is expected to include establishing
educational opportunities for school children and adults that will tell the stories of the
Civil War in Washmgton Lincoln, and his period of occupancy, including information on
the writing of the Emanc¢ipation Proclamation. 'This may involve creating one or more
furnished period rooms to show the Lincoln occupancy. It may involve professionally
developed exhibits to help tell the most compelling stories, use of audio-guides, virtual
reality, or other emerging interpretive technologies.. In addition to educational displays
and programming, other uses being considered include using some of the Cottage as a
study center for Lincoln scholars and others, and rental of portions of the space to
compatible non-profit organizations‘ to generate revenue and help overéee the site.

Constraints. leen the central location of the Cottage on the USSAH ¢ campus numbers
of visitors, hours of visitation, parking and other considerations must bé carefully

designed in ways that will be compatible with the ongoing operatlon of USSAH, and.
ensure the safety of the residents.

Operating Costs. The USSAH has agreed to provide day-to-day maintenance of the
building, i.e. changing llght bulbs, fixing water and plumbing problems, etc. It has'also
agreed to pay for utilities; maintain the grounds and provide security for the site. They
“are not able to provide funds for capital improvements or to staff and operate the Cottage.
Operating costs will vary significantly, depending on the use of the site. ‘Thé most costly
option would be to operate the entire Cottage as a museum/interpretive site, with the
. associated.costs of furnishing period rooms and developing exhibits. The estimated costs .
for this include approxnmately $1,150,000 in initial museum development costs for
project management, exhibit de51gn and fabrication, and programming development, with
an estimated $470,000 in annual staffing and other operating costs thereafter. These
costs could be reduced, if less of the Cottage were open to the public, and/or portions of
the Cottage were rented or shared with other compatible organizations or institutions.




5. Management and Partnership Opportunities

Because of its central location and the fact that the Cottage is intimately tied to the
history of the Home itself, the USSAH wishes to retain permanent ownership of
Anderson Cottage. However, given its interest in the restoration of the Cottage and its
lack of resources to accomplish this on its own, USSAH is interested i 1n entering into -
partnerships with other agencies or non-profit organizations to restore, interpret and
manage the property. The followmg ts a brief overview of the some the management and
partnership options identified to date. A fuller discussion of these alternatives can be
found in that section of the briefing book.

Management Alternatives. A number of management alternatives have been identified,
including setting up a new independent non-profit organization, either independently or
in collaboration with the National Trust. Discussions may identify other management
options or variations on this alternative. All of the options identified so far would involve
setting up new management or advisory. boards to govern the site. All would involve
entering into a cooperative agreement with the USSAH that set out the terms and
responsibilities of the various parties :

Potential Relatlonshlps with the National Park Service. It is not anticipated that
Anderson Cottage would become a full-fledged NPS site. However, there appear to be a
number of advantages to it becoming an NPS ""Affiliated Area." This term refers to
areas the Park Service.is associated with, but does not own or manage. Affiliated Areas

- are eligible to receive technical assistance, NPS fundmg, and other benefits, depending
on the nature of the cooperatlve agreement that is signed between the management entity
and the NPS. The NPS has received Corigressional funding to carry out a Special
Resource Study on Anderson Cottage to explore the most appropriate means to preserve
and interpret this aspect of American history, including possible relationships with the -
Park Service. The Park Service is finalizing a cooperative agreement w1th the National
Trust to carry.out this- study :

" Other Potential Partnershlps The Nat10na1 Trust has begun to explore a wide range of
additional partnerships that would be crucial to successful restoration, interpretation and
use of Anderson Cottage. This includes working with the Lincoln Forum, a national
consortium of Lincoln scholars willing to help with research on the site. It also includes
working with Howard! Umver51ty and other institutions of higher education in the region

with a particular interest in the site. It involves working with representatives of the D.C.

government to explore the potential economic and heritage tourism benefits of the site,
and conversations w1th the DC Heritage Tourism Coalition. This summer, the Tourism.
Coalition is launchmg a Civil War Trail in downtown D.C. that will highlight other Civil
War sites in the v1cm1ty, like Anderson Cottage. Finally, the Trust has been looking at
the possibility of usmg USSAH Tresidents as tour guides, and any other partnerships that
might fa0111tate the operatlon of Anderson Cottage as a premier hlStOﬂC site.
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Appendix

Anderson Cottagey has been the focus of numerous studies over the past 15 years. A list

of available studies is provided in the back of the briefing book along with a selectlon of
news clippings related to the site.
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INTRODUCTION

Anderson Cottage, located at the Unite& Sﬁﬁtes Soldiers' and Airmgn's
Home is an authentic architectur;i and hi;torical document. As a fecbrd
of the evolgtion ovaashiqgtqn City, the Pres;dency of the United‘States,
ﬁilitari hi;tory, architectural style and it survives virtually intact and
has been lisged on the Natiomal Reéi#ter of Historic‘Placég,'along with

Scott‘Hail and Quarters 1 and 2, as a Natiomal Historic Landmark (liﬁted-

in 1974). It is an important historic resource that requires objective

evaluation.

l

Realizing the‘sigdificance of Anderson Cottage, the United States
Soidiers' and Airmenf; Home engaged fhe profeésional éeﬁvices-of'ceier
Brown kenfrov Architegts, an architectural firm speciaiizing in histori;
preservatiqn, to assemble documentary materialé relating to ‘the history
and evolﬁtion of the building and to conduct a compreheﬁsive survey of the
.existing'bui14ing. vInformation has béen:ga;hered to formulate,immgdiate o
stragegies for repai;? and long fange,goals'fof the
preservagion/restoratibn.of the Cottage and its site. The results of this>
investigative reéearch and-documen;ation,are contained in this Historic
Structure Report. ancurrent%y, a Preservétion Master Plan for the.s;ﬁdy
of‘;#e pthgr'existing bﬁildings.(appro;imatelg»]ﬂ) a£ the United,Statgg“;

Soldiers' and Airmen's Home is alsqLunde;way by Geier Brown:Renfrbv.,:This’




"

plan complements;the preservation strategies for Anderson Cottage.
The Historic;Structure Report for Anderson Cottage:

1. In Part I, documents and analyzes the building's orlglnal

v

constructlon and succe551ve alterations through hlstorlcal
1(

4ph351cal and pictorial data.

2. Evaluates and documents the existing condition of the

"

building's architectural materials and the structural

_ : condition in Part II, and
. . i '
1

"3, Proposes appropriate treatments for restoration and
! )
preservation, in Part III.

" This Historic Structure Report will serve as the planning document and the
1

basxs for the development of construction drawings and speclflcatlons for:
r[ :

the restoratlon.h . '

i
u

The task of nreservation of a historic building requires that a
preservation archltect follow a d18c1p11ned approach using lnvestlgatlve

1?

procedures, consultant specxalxsts sc1ent1f1c technology and a myrxad of

)

resources and documents to fit the pieces of. the puzzle together.
Before deternining the preservation scheme, the research team
-assembled the documentary materials relating to the site and the

building. “Plans?and specifications, photographs; and a variety 6f‘"

4

historical d0cuments-vere studied in depth,

on-site physxcal probxng and recordxng provided a better understandxng of

the changes and nodifications that the'dvelling had undergone since its

original construction; The hxstorxcal data combxned with the scientific

findings of the palnt and mortar analysis, along with the physxcal

v

evxdences of mouldxngs, door frames and constructlon techn1ques, provxded

- tools to‘resolveﬂquestxons and confirm ‘suspicions. To. further document

Paint and mortar analyses and

PR

(L2 o]



the building in its gxistiﬁg condition it'wés measured and récorded inAa'i
series of~dfawings andjphotographs, prépared to the standards of the
Historic American Buildings Sprvef (HABS). -

Mindful of the uﬁique’qualities,of_Anderson Cottage, the research teanm
has been guided by a respect for the suryi§;1 of fhe l9tﬁ and 20th century
featufe; and craftsm;nship'that distinguish this d&elling. ‘fhe results of
the investigg;io#é of the Cottage onlf serve to reinfo:ce the'iﬁportancev
of the dwelling. as a continuum of the history of ;ﬁe ﬁnited States from
many perspectives - governmental, military, financial, sociél, political
and architectural. 'Buildiggs yith mgch less signifiqan; association to
heroes';r eveﬁts of t#e.past have received much more'noforiety and
extensive preservation. 'Andérson,pot;age is a trulynsignificgﬁt Nationa;
‘ Historic L;ndgark; |

Of necessity, the research process is not concluded with the
qompletion'of thi§ His;oiic Structﬁre_Report. 'The report~ié based upoﬁ
documentary evidence and limited physica;,probigg and architectural |
inspection. The Historic Structure Repor;*ié.a recprd,of information
coilectéd to date, to be supplemeﬁﬁed in the future by additional
ihformacion gathered through the invéétigaﬁions of ;he.feasibili;y é:udy
and the ﬁ}eservation plan study, or later as édditionai docuﬁents are

discovered.




PART 1 HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

A. Introduction

Historic AnderSon Cottage was constructéd in 1842-43 as the home of
George W. Riggs; Jr. The Riggs estate was purchased in 1851 by the.U.S.
governmént to.fSrm the core of what' is today the U.S. Soldier's and
Airmen's Home. ?Thé house has held strong significance thfoughout.its
existence in-the areas of éocial, busiheés, military, political and

architectural history:

1) Anderson Cottage was originally constructed in 1842- 43 as the home
of George W. Rxggs, Jr. Together with W.W. Corcoran, Riggs formed the

famous banking partnership'that is today Ehe'Riggs National Bank. Riggs

I .
Bank has held a'unique position among banking institutions in America. It
served as personal accountant, lender,,and adv1set to Presidents,

"

statesmen and m111tary leaders, and its loans to the federal government
had fat-reachiné international significance. . These included loans to the
federal governmént to financettﬁe Mexican War, and camp#igns to raise

. funds to reddce;the mammoth Civil Wér debt and purchase Aiaské ffom
Imperial Russiaﬁ Riggs himéélf‘vas an influential man who took an active
paft in ﬁény public movements and privagé business enterprises;

2) Andersoé Cottage today forms the historic core of the:United
States Soldiersg and Airmen's Home. The Cottage,is a Ngtibnal Historic. - = . = ~
Landmark #nd liéting én the National Register of Historic¢ Places
. i = o :
recognizes the ﬁome's mi1itary and political significance: "The u.s.
‘Soldiers' and A;rmen 's Home is the product of a quarter-century effort by

)

prominent m111tary and p011t1ca1 figures to secure leglslatlon vhlch would

The m111tary asylum

PR

relieve the 51tuat10n of old and disabled soldiers.
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was‘the first attempt to prov1de for members of the regular army who had1
served durlng peacetlme and had been dlsabled or retlred from public.

service. The Washlngton, D.C. home is the only such Army institution in

the Nation and the sole remaining of the or1g1na1 three asylums .
established in 1851.4 The history of the establlshment of the home
sxgnlflcantly lndlcates the needs of the m111tary personnel felt durlng

this period, and reflects the awarenmess of the responsibility felt hy the
Government and hilitary leaders for the old and disabled soldiers."

3) Anderson Cottage is significant for its Presidential - -”'w'—i
assoc}ations.l Because its rural loeatioh and higher ground meant a more
pleasant climate, it served'as a Presidentiel retreat for Presidehts
Lincoln, Hayes, aho Arthur. It is one of the most important
Lincoln-associated sites, as approximately one-fourth of his total
presidency was spent at the‘Cottage and it was here that he wrote the
second draft of the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.' There were
distinguished guests both hefore‘and after Lincoln.'-The cottage’was
offered to"President Grent -but because Congress adJourned before the
Summer Grant vacatloned at h18 .own sumﬁer resxdence.. PreSLdent Hayee
stayed there for the summer months ' for severallyears. President Garfield
meant to move in, but was assassinated hefore he could do so. President
Arthur occupied the cottage while the Executive Mansion was being-
repaired, and during the following eummer.

4) Anderson Cottage has a strohg architectural significance. It
stands today as a well integrated erample'of the 19th century Early Gothic

Revival style as applied to a residential building. EEEEEEEB—Cottage~1sl

Gii%hfffgigt'becausemxt~xS“3ubstant13lly intactto~ ltS“mld i_wQS;:‘—t;century‘::I 'ﬂf]/»

ngﬂ;jtggg:todayolS~a—rare~examp1e of an~ Early .Gothic™ Rev1var”struethre~3?




¢
?

its period in thefWashingtoﬁ, D.C. area. It is an excellent example of
{ . .

those concepts which define the rural Gothic cottage in Andrew Jackson

Downing's Cottage' Residences. It is an early rendition of the style; in

jfac:, the originai core of the house (which has been dated to 1842-43 by

| construction specifiéétions located at the Library of Congress) has Cothic
elements which date from 1842; the year that Downing's book was first

r . .

I
ki

published.



have been made by Riggs, and the west by the newly'formed Militar Asylum,

Riggs could Certainly have found additYons to the house necessa
cottage his rapidly rowving family. The addNions were thoroughly

compatible, and éppare tly satisfied the same dgsign intent. .However, n

record of the additions s been found'among the 'ggs papers.

It is also possible tha the new Mllltary Asylum ound an addition a

necesgary part of fitting out the cottage for its new f octions. If so,

Annual Repyrts to this effect. .in he 1850s, the Board had ‘

structures at the home:’,the'main buildi

s of the or1g1nal 1842-4 house block, the small astern wing and

connecto and a large wing to the\west. A verandah spans \the original

house block\omn the south side. Anot ¢TI, Probably later state\of the same

‘print more cl rly shows the main east -ing through the heavy foliage.

' (The bargeboards\at its eaves are vigible.

\

WC:ET—‘The*CiviI—War Years and Lincoln's Occﬁpancy }v

It is Abraham Lincoln's oécupancy of Anderson Cottage'that gives it
one of its greatest historic values. (See F1gure 6.) He used the house
as his summer- Whlte House for the" years 1862 to 1864 frOm about late June

or early July until early- November of each year.




FIGURE 5. " The earlies; known. view of énderson; Cottage is
this lithogtaph by E. Sachse & Co. (1861)
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i In March of 1861, three days after his inauguration, President

( Lincoln made a visit to the Home presumably to inspect the
facility for future use. It was not until their second summer in
Washington, however, that the Lincoln's accepted an invitation
from the Home and moved into the Riggs.house which had been
occupied by the Military Govermor. In addition to eséaping the
terrible Washington summer, Mary Lincoln was trying very hard to
gain solitude for herself and her troubled busband., Only four
months before, their son Willie had died in the White House and
the loss still brought overwhelming grief to the couple.
The Lincolns stayed at the Soldiers' Home during the summers of
1862, 1863 and 1864 and would undoubtedly have sgayed in 1865 if
Lincoln had not been murdered by John Wilkes Booth.

Perhaps the most significant association of Lincoln with the Home has
to do with the writing of the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. It
is algost certainly at the cottage that Lincolnfprepared the second draft
of it. One source states that Lincoln wrote this great document "in-the
upper corner room with the two vindows under the big gray gable, at the
left end of the building", (Liﬁcoin Lore, July 1970)

The famous painter Francis B. Carpenter describes the wvay Lincoln
related this-historic event to hiﬁ: |

Finally came the veék of the battle of Antietam. I determined to
wait ﬁo longer. The news came, I think, on Wednesday; that the
advantage was on our side. I was then staying at the Soldiers'
Home (three miles out of Washington). ﬁere 1 finished writing
the second. draft of the preliminary proclamation; came up on'
Sunday; called the Cabinet together to hear it and it was

published on the following Monday.

~31-
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Lincoln's stay at the Soidieré'}Homé was -seen by some as dangerous:
"In the summer of 1862,’the"Lincolh family moved to the isolated cottage
at the Soldiers' Home, over the protests of friends yho had been advised
of Secret Service reports of assassination plots." (Leach) Indeed,
Lincoln'e life does seem to havevheen in danger several times:

In the early sprlng of 1864, Brlgadler-General Bradley T.
Jobnson developed a planm to kxdnap Lincoln while he was at the
Soldiers' Home and take ‘him south to -Richmond.:  This plan
orxgxnally approved by Johnson s lmmedlate superlor MaJor—Gederal
Wade Hampton, was suspended by Jubal Early presumably because of'
his upcoming raid om Washxngton. In mid-August of 1864 an K
dssasexnatlon‘attempt took place near the home which came
perilously close to‘succeeding. While riding alone one evening
along the 7th Street Pike not far froh the main éate,'Lincoln
heard~the unmistakable sodnd of a.gunshot. Spurring his‘horse hef
roderoﬁato the gate arriving at a full gallop, unharmed but minus:
his tophat."Several soldiers were sent out to investigate the
incident} and in retrieviné thehPresident's hat discovered a
‘builét-hole through ‘the, "s t_ovepipe'f .

" Just one mohth before he had his hat shot off, Linooln
performed his role as Commander-ln-Chlef v1th reallsm. On July
10 of 1864 Jubal Early approached the - outsklrts of the city onm
his famous raid. The Confederates came within a short distance
‘of the Soldlers' Home and Stanton vorrxed about Llncoln s
safety,’ ordered the Pre51dent to- return to the Whlte House 4

. xmmedlately. (Steers)

~32-




Two companies of ' the 150th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, were on
guard detail at the Soldiers' Home during Lincoln's stays there. A letter

‘on September 35, 1862; from Gerderal McClellan to Lincoln reads:

Your Excelléncy

I bave ordered a portion of the ... Guard of the Army of the

Potomac to take ee. at the Soldierc' Home for_the purpoce of
guarding yo&r Excellency's residence,

The ofgicer in\commaqc is instructed to deliver this note.
and recelve‘your orders.

(Letter from General McClellan to Abraham Lincoln, 9/5/1862,
Letter and Manuscrlpts of L1ncoln, Manuscript Division, Library

'

)) .
of Congress) o

Both President and Mrs. Lincoln are said to have established warm
: X .

relations with these}men, and later requested that the company-also be
detailed as the Whitc‘House guard. On November 1, 1862, Lincoln wrote
from the White House:

Whom it may concern

Capt. chrickson, with his company, has been, for some.time
keeping guarg at my reéidence, now at the Soldiers' Retreat. He,
and his Coméany are rerf agreeable tc me; and‘vhile it is deemed’
proper for an§ guard tc.remain, none ;culd be ﬁore sctisfactory
to me‘thén.éapt. D. and his company;' (Letter from Abraham
Lincoln to whom it may concern, 11/1/1862 Letters and

Manuscripts of L1ncoln Hanuscrlpt Division, L1brary of Congress)

The company came from the Bucktail Brlgade and vere dlstlngulshed ‘by a

i

bucktail lns;gnla on their caps. Lincoln's dally rides from thc Soldiers'

3

~ Home to the White House created concern, and a cavalry escort was
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- furnished from "Séottfs Nine Hundred", the llth New York Cavalry. They
escorted Lincoln down 7th Street.tovthe White House in the morning and as
he returned in the afternoon around 4:00.

In the summer of 1863, Walt Whitman wrote to the‘New'York Times:
I see the President every day... He always has a company of
twventy-five or thirty cavalry, with sabres drawn and held upright

over their shoulders. The party makes no great show in uniforms

or horses," (Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln: The War Years, vol. I1I,

p. 165)

It vas obviously a time of crisis when Lincoln was using the Anderson

Cottage as a summer White House. Events of .the Civil War swirled around
him. The battle of Fort Stevens tédk place &bput two miles north of the
house, and at one point--when General iubal Early approached the outskirts
of Washington on his famous raid in July 1864 —— the Confederafes came
vithin a short distance of the house and Lincoln was called back to the

White House at the insistence of Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton.

Lincoln appears to have conducted substantial business at the

Soldiers' Home.

such as a July 6, 1863 letter to Major—General Halleck admonishing "You

* know I did not like the phrase, In Orders, No. 68, I believe, 'Drive the

invaders from our soil.' Since that, I see a dispatch from General

French,'saying the enemy is crossing his wounded over the river in flats,

vithout saying why he does not stop it, or even intimating a thought that

it ought to be stopped.” (Basler, The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln)

A look at Lincoln's day-by~day affairs (Miers, Lincoln Day by Day, A

Chronology 1809-1865) includes many entries such as the following:

6/18/1862 The President and Vice President (Bamlin) ride

Correspondence often gave the Home as the return address,




horses to Séldiers' Home for the evening meal. After dinner,
they retire to the library and behind locked doors Lincoln reads
a draft of the Emanicpation Proclamation.

6/25/1862 Senator Browning (from Illinois) aund friends
visit Lincoln at Soldiers' Home in‘the eveping.

7/4/1862 Lincoln meets a train of ;mbulances on the route
to the Soldiers' Home. At Soldiers' Home, he reviews recent
military action with Meigs and Sibley.

7/5/1862 Lincoln and Mrs. Lincoln are at fhe Soldiers'
Home. Senator Browning visits. Lincoln too exhausted to keep
appointments that evening.

7/24/1862 At the Soldiers' Home, Lincoln has a conversation
vith Browning on public affairs.

9/3/1862 At the Soldiers' Home, Lincoln confers ‘from 9 to
12 p.m. with Secretary Seward.

9/17/1862 The Battle of Antietam was fought. At the
Soldiers' Home, Lincolﬁ completes the seéond draft of the
Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.

9/25/1862 1In the evening, John Hay rides to the Soldiers'
Home with Lincoln.

10/13/1862 Lincoln and Vice President Hamlin "talk all
night" at the Soldiers' Home about the military situation and

General McClellan,

Anderson Cottage is clearly an important Lincoln-related historic

? site:
All of these events make the Soldiers' Home one of éhe more

important Lincoln-associated sites and yet its historic role
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seems to have slrpped between the cracks of remembrance. of
Lrncoln s 49 months as Pre81dent 1t.1s estimated that ag many as
'twelve of them, or approxrmately one-fourth of hls presidehcy,
were spent at the Sold1ers Home; a substantial period by any
measure. (Steers) J. | | Lo .

However, 1n’sp1te of this xmportance there is much“stlll unknovn
about details of L1ncoln 8 stay at Anderson Cottage, ‘his household and
everyday life. It is a rich s1te vhrch deserves further investigation
and 1nterpretat1on.

Several small descriptions give insight into‘the family‘s life at the
house. On June 29, 1864, the Prea1dent wrote to Mrs, Lincoln (who was in
New. York) "All well, Tom is movrng thrngs out‘" This reference to "Tom".
(one of several 1nd1v1dua1s named Tom, e1ther a furnace man at the White
House, a doorkeeper or a watchman) describes the moving of the Lincolns'
personal effects out to Soldlers ‘Home  for the summer. (Roy P. Basler,

A}

ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lrncoln) A telegraph sent on November

9, 1862, from Lincoln to Mrs,. Lrncoln (in- Boston) reads.f-"Hrs. Cuthbert &
Aunt Hary vant to move to the Whlte House, because 1t has grown so cold at
Soldrers' Home!, ~Sha11 they?" Hary Ann Cuthbert vas a seamstress and
"Aunt . Mary .Dines was: a. colored nurse employed by the fam11y. (Basler)
There is a great Copper Beach at the Soldrers' Home, estimated to'be
nearly 300 years old, that Lrncoln is said to have clxmbed in with his
children and the children of Secretary of War Edwln H. Stanton.

‘On July 2, 1863 Mrs. L1ncoln fe11 from her runaway carrlage on the
vay from the Soldlers' Home to the Whlte House. In sp1te of the
Presrdent s telegram (July 3, 1863) to Robert T Lrncoln Esq., "Don'trbe

uneasy. Your mother very sllghtly hurt by her £all," Mrs. Lincoln,iin
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- fact, received a rather serious head wound.

I i
She spent three weeks in bed

at the Soldiers' Hode; nursed by a Mrs. Pomroy, who had formerly cared for

Willie Lincoln. Bhtgb"Despite these unpleasant events and associations

with the Home, Marijincoln wrote on August 25, 1865 to-Elizabeth Blair

Lee: ‘'How dearly I;loved the Soldier's Home.'" (Steers)
i

1. ‘Physical Appearahce of the Cottage During the Lincoln Years

Evidence pointséto the fact that the ‘Anderson Cottage has remained

largely unchanged srnce the Lincoln occupancy.

)

Colonel Goode's history

reports that, in 1921:

Anderson Cottage, reported in poor condition in 1921, was

L

repaired. In 1923, the original interior of the building,

unchanged since the time of President\Lincoln, was altered by

i

building‘émall squadrooms to accommodate the members quartered in

¢
o
[}

that buildfng. (Goode, p. 185)
Several 1860s v1evs of the cottage tend to support the fact that the

structure ‘has not changed substantlally since Pre81dent ancoln stayed

there--at least as far as the exterior of the structure 15 concerned. Two

1860s views are 11thographs by E. Sachse & Co. (See Figure #.) The flrst

is dated 1861 (it 13 the earllest known view, discussed previously in this

report), and the second is dated 1863. Both shov the full length of the

southern facade, and——although the structure appears in both very much as
it does today-—the maJor difference is that the verandah stretches from

east .to west only as[far as the original house block. Deta1ls such as the

exact form of w1ndows and decorat1ve trim ma

i

Y or may not be accurately

drawn (as llthographs were drawn from sketches and notes prepared at some

earlier date by trave11ng artlsts) It is d1ff1cu1t to_determlne what of
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the eastern wings of the house were extant,'as they .are behind foliage in
" each lithograph. However, the assumption is that both the eastermmost
‘wing and the connector were in place st this time, and that smalll
discrepancies in the wings as depicted are attributable to theraftists‘
(The fact that these wings were in'place.before 1861 is supported by paint
sampling on the‘eestern wing.)

The most easily interpreted view from this time, a 1863 lithograph by
Charles H. Magnus (see Figure 7), clearly shows the cottage. Although the
eastern wing is.egain pattially obscured by trees, the easternmost
addition’and the connector betveen it end the original house block are
depictedg‘ This vieu-is also intetesting because it shows the oriéinal
1842 brick facade coveted vith a white material, probably stucco. (The
dating of the stucco finish to an eatly time period is further
cortoborated by analysis of the stucco finish material.)

4 stereopticon view (see Figure 8), with the penciled identification
"Lincoln Summer home 1863," shows the westernmost wing of the house from
the south. Although it is not cleat how accurate the 1863 date is, it
shows the’ Ving just as it stands today-—and Vlth the verandah stretching
the full length The evidence of this photograph is futther substantiated
by the paint color reseatch Thus it is clear that_the Verandah was
extended to its present form by 1863.

Only one view from'abodt this.period iIlustrates.the northern facade
of the cottage. (See'Figure 9 ) This v1ev, dated approximately 1877-80

and labeled "The President's Summer House," shows the house much as it

appears 'today.
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and was ‘instrumental in its establishzent. and growth by virtue of his
position as Chief of the Army, and, consequently, Chairman of the Boazd
of Commissioners of the Asylua. e ST

Spurred by Senator Jefferson Davis, Congress, on March 3, 1851, finally
" passed the bill founding "a military asylum for the relief and. support
of invalid and disabled soldiers of the Army of the U.S." President
Fillmore signed it into law the same day. The legislation of 1851
authorized three asylum sites, one in D.C., and branch sites in New
Orleans, Louisiana, and East Pascagoula, Mississippi, and later one at
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Harrodsburg, Kentucky. ' All these branches closed prior to 1869.

The present Washington home ogenéd December 24,.1851, in a building'on
17th Street, N.W., while the committee considered local sites for the
permanent asylum. They purchased the George Rizgs estate of 256 acres
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- in 1851 and in June moved the flISt members to the Riggs House, the
Anderson Cottage, The cembers moved to the Main Building, now Sher—zn
South, in 1857 when that structure was finished. By 1857 the Goverror
and Depuﬁy Governor occupied their new residences also.

g
General .Scott, in 1857, invited President Buchanan and Secretary of wWar’
Floyd to, take up summer residence at the asylum, which was then a : :
country estate outside of swampy downtown Washington. Buchanan resided’

" ‘there for the summers of 1857-60. President Lincoln .and his family

- occupied the Riggs House from mid-summer to November 1862-64. President
Hayes stayed at the home during the sumhers of 1877-30 and President
Arthur 1882-84.

1

Pre51dent Lincoln stayed in the cottage durlng the battle of Fort Stepens,
only 2 miles to the north. He recorded that while staying at the home -
he wrote.the second draft of the Emancipation Proclamation:
“I put the draft of the Proclamation aside, waiting for a victory
‘Well the next news we had was of Pope's disaster at Bull Run.
~Things looked darker than ever. Finally came the week of the
Battle of Antietan. I determined to wait no longer. -The news
’came, I think, on: Wednesday that the advantage was on our side.
I was then staying at the Soldiers' Home. Here I finished
wr1t1ng the second draft of the Proclamation; came up on Saturdey,
called the cabinet together to hear it, and it was publlshed
the,following Monday. I made a solean vow before God that if
.General Lee was driven back from Maryland I would cTawn the
result by the declaration for freedom to the slaves.
Since 1851 the U.S. Soldiers' and Alrmen s -Home has been in contirucus
operatlon providing room, board, clothing, medical care, laundry and
extensive recreation facilities freely to any 20-year veteran or dis-

abled soldier who had contributed from his monthly pay. By Deceaber 27,

1859, there were 127 members living at the.asylum and today it is the
home of 2,700 men and women.

5 _ :
Paul R.\Goode, The United States Soldiers Home,

(Richmord, Vir inia,
- 1957), p. 68.
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Four pre-Civil War structures formed the core of the early Soldiers'
Home, heusing all the important adainistrative and dormitory Ffacilities.
Situated in a row along the top of a hill overlooking Washington, the
Anderson Cottage, Sherman South Building, Quarters 1, and Quarters 2

remain and function tcday in.much the same manner as in the first
decade after 1851, '

‘AN Army cormittee purchased the estate of about 256 acres from George
Riggs in 1851, Then known as "Coran Rigs House," the present Anderson
Cottage was built by Riggs about 1811 as a summer home. Originally
the house was a two-story brick structure in the Gothic style, with

a wide front porch.. The original exterior design of the house has
remained ‘basically unchanged, except that in 1897 the brick walls were
coated with grey stucco, ‘and in 1923 a small elevator shaf: was con-
structed on the southwest corner. Today the house is still stucco
grey, with white latticed windows, gingerbread, and wrought iron
porches on the second floor. : -

The first residents lived in the Corn-Rigs House from 1851 until the
completion of the new Main Building in 1857. In 1851 2nd Lt. Barton S.
Alexander became the architect for the Washington Asylum, contracted

to design three structures, the Main Building (later renamed for Scott,
and today Sherman South), Building 1, the Governor's Resident, and
Building 2, originally the quarters of the Secretary-Treasurer, later
those of the Deputy Govermor., Gilbert.Cameron built the three buildings,
all of similar design and faced with unfinished New York marble. Con-

+ - struction began in 1854 and was completed in 1857; there was no morte

- major building until 1869.

The original Sherman South was a two-story Norman Gothic stTucture ‘
tuilt on one of the highest points of land in the District of Columbia.
At.a 320-foot.elevation, the main building provided living acconmoda-
tions for the members and housed all activities of the home. In 1869

a third story was added over the mansard roof and a square castellated
bellfry replaced the steeple of the clock tower. The building is con-
nected by an annex to Sherman North, completed in 1891. : i
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FIGURE 43. First Floor Plan - Existing.

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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FIGURE 47. Second Floor Plan -~ Existing.

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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\URE 48. Third Floor Plan - Existing.
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~ THIRD FLOOR PLAN
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wvest

wood flpors, casement

differences appear to be\the change in\irection of the $Noor boards, and

the provisibn of a central skylight and imividual room vents in the - -

ceilings.

D. Existing Conditionms f'Needed Repaifs

Anderson Cottage has survived ;lth most of its orlglnal bulldlng
elements 1ntact. The bu11d1ng-has-veathered utilization as a private
resldence, 1nf1rmary, dormltory and summer Whlte House - v1th relatlvely few
major alteratioms. Fortunately the bu11d1ng bhas never undergone an
intensive modérnizatlon,program. The addition of rest rooms interior
partltlonsvand plumblng, electr1ca1 and 11fe safety equlpment has done
some damagé to the orlglnal bu11d1ng fabric, hovever thls is minimal.
Because of 1ts architectural and historlcal slgnlflcance, the preservation
of Anderson Cottage is of" great 1mportance. Euture rgpalr and malnteﬁagce
in conjﬁnction'vith the preservation plan must be éarefull& étogrémﬁed“and
deliﬁeated_so that the important arcyitectural elements are preserved.

Generally the building is in.gbod.physicélacondition~due to théfioﬁé;
and careful guardiaﬁship’of the~Unite& Stateé'Soldie?s' and-Airmen'é
Home. Many of the items«requiringvattention_can be classified as routine

maintenance,

1., Exterior
‘The existing asphalt shingle which covers the entire ‘building is in

good condition. Several missing or brokenfshingles, mostli on the ridge
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crest, should be replaced. The flashing in all areas appears to be in
good_condition._ Gutters and downspouts are adequate and functlonlng well

to carry water away from the bulldlng.
The major problem is the existing stucco which is deteriorating in
2 .

various locations, notably the.chimne §, the south facade at the second
, ’ y y ‘ '
N

story, and the west facade near the balconette. (See Figure 52.) Due to

Previous patching and repair with stucco mixes of different consistency
and color, the stucco texture and golor are very uneven. Should the

budget allow, the ;tucco should be removed from the brick and replaced

with a compatible ﬁixture that would match as closely.as possibly the

original. Removal of the stucco vould permxt further investigation of the’
b

'masonry bearxng valls. Hovever, recent v1$ual 1nvest1gatxon of all walls
from the basement to the attic, interior and exterior, provides no

ev1dence of settlement or structural problems.
. ;. .
/

‘The different types of windows appear in good condition; however,‘the
‘muntins should be re-glazed broken lights replaced and the windows mAde
operable. Many vrndovs have been painted shut or: have had their rope sash

pulley mechanisms broken. Five windows have been mod1f1ed for the

(
'

installation of a fan, vent or air conditioner. Three (and possibly more)

jidb vindows wvere altered or removed., 'Consideration should be given in the

preservation plan to the repair or. fabrxcatxon of windows to match the

original, Several vrndov sxlls and lower sash raxls show evxdence of wood
| .
deterioration due to exposure or improper.detailing and must be repaired
. Iy : . S

i
)

or replaced.

A few of the bergeboards require partial replacement where the
decorative wood trxm is either broken or cracked (See Fxgure 53.)

c(

Squirrel nests in the eaves behind several bargeboards should be removed

C b ' ‘—118—
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- FIGURE 52. A view' of the south facade that shows the de-
terioration of the stucco near the second story window. Patch
and repair with incompatible mortar mixes has caused variation
in the texture and color of the stucco. ‘

FIGURE‘53. A detail of the broken and cracked bargeboard
located on the central south facade gable which should be re-
paired/replaced.
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and the access holes repéiréd to prevent further damage. Most of the

decorative woodwork (including the eaves, brackets, bargeboards and
: |

soffits) is in good condition and requires no repair, '

The voodworkléf the ;erandah'QOes require attention in several areas.
Portions of the véod floors which are not ﬁrotected ffom the elements are
deteriorating.andighould be replaced. The molded bases of the chamfefed
wooden colhmns ané the v&oden railing vith'bisected.diamond‘pattéfn
millwork require feplacement or repair in isolated areas. The fotted
sillplates of-theigoodeﬁ lattice below the porch should be replaced.
Direct contact with the soil and moisture has caused deterioration of the
$ill members and Qbmé diagonal lattice'pieces. The stringer on the east
steps to the veraﬁ&ah is weakened by wood deterioratidn and should be‘

i

replaced.

Another area showing visible signs of structural decay and instability

t

is the west balcon;tte. The floorboards of the cantilevered structure
should be replaced@and the structure inspected for stability,

The condition‘gf the‘sité and recommendations for the landscaping and
site work will be govered,in future studies.,:

2. Interior
The interior elements of Anderson Cottage are also in good condition

- with a few exceptions. The plaster walls and ceilings throughout the -

]

. ik "' “ . . .
bhouse have very minor cracks. These cracks can be repaired without major

disturbanqe-to,theﬁbﬁiiding-fébrié. Covered by many layers of paint and

in some areas wallpaper there is little evidence of peeling paint except

in the garret and a few isolated areas.

s
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The preservatlon strategy w111 determlne the treatment nf the wood
lfloors. The existing carpeting and linoleum, not in enatacter with the '
origimal design intent, could be removed and the wood floors refinished,

Tne baseboard, door and arch surrnnnds and stair:millwork are in good
condition, Patch and repair of wood joints and the replacement of
inconpatible millwork will belneceésaryvin some rooms where alterations
have been made. In 5everai rooms the.heignt or ptqfile'of the baseboard
varies noticeably. | e o o ':.“ - |

One problem area 15 the embtasure Tecess loeated below the’ double-hung
and ]1b vzndow sashes. Due to the 1nstallation of radiators in these
recesses and the close prox1m1ty of the millvork to the heat, the pamels
and base have become warped, dlscolored and in some cases rotted. The
location of the rad1ators.shou1d be re-evaluated as the repair of the
panels will prove futile unless action is taken to correct;the.sourée of
the ptoblem. This deterioration,and warpage is consistent“at.every window
throughout the hpuse, in varying degrees;

. The interior tri—fold shutters, in most easea, are inopetab}éldue to
years of non-use, layers of paint and moisture problems caused ny:the
radiator. (See Figure 54.) ' The hinges in some cases are brokenm or

missing. Some vindovbstoops, sills and stops are deteriorating and ehould
be replaced to prevent further damage. The archltrave surroundlng the
'double hung and jib’ v1ndows has warped, bov1ng inward, in some locations.
In conclus1on, all of the v1ndows and adjacent millvork should be !
1nvest1gated‘for deterioration and possible repair or replacement.

‘ The ' 1nter10r neons including the sliding doors in Room 109,Iare in

good condition. .Some original hardware remains, however most has been

replaceéd with incompatible contemporary hardware.

- ‘ ' S121-




FIGURE 54; , Interior view of the jib window in Room 109.

This photo 'shows some of the problems with the windows - bro-

" ken hardware and .deterioration of the shutter and window stoop.
i . ' _ :

p————— -

FIGURE 55.. The marble mantel of this typical bedroom fire-
place and hearth will require minor repairs and cleaning.
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Most of.thé fireplaceé aﬁpga; in gobd condition, bowevér, since many
have been bloéked it ié difficult‘to ascertain the Condiiion of ‘the
fireboxes and chimneys. Several of the.mantels will need minor patching
of the marble joints and‘minor cracké (See Figure 55.)

'Decisidns regarding partitions to be removed? fireplacgs to be opened,
up, types of hardware to be ins;qlied aﬁd.gbﬁrdpriate finiéb colors and
textures will be dependent upon the preservation Plan developed. Wo;d
tri?-coqld be stripped and re;urned‘to évnatﬁfal finish or paintlfinish
appropriate to a specific time in history. Tﬁe vinyl stéir runner and
tread boards could be removed and the stairs restored to their original
appearance, And the sinks and contemporafy'mechanical, electrical, and
pPlumbing intrusions could be removed and reflaced qith,concéaled

equipment. The restoration strategy discussed next will determine the

appropriate treatment for many of the ‘interior architectural elements.
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Section #3: Restoration Cost Estimate
\ * Revised Restoration Cost Estimate Memo |
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE COSTS OF RESTORATION v
' FOR ANDERSON COTTAGE

A significant research, do_cumentati'o“nAand architectural/engineering design cffort was
" completed between 1984 and 1985 under the direction of the Baltimore Corps of Engineer and
the USSAH. Geier Brown Renfrow Architects was the lead consulting firm. Judy Robinson
(then of Tracerics, Inc.) and Matthew Mosca contributed to the architectural research and
documentation cfforts. Perry Girard Fisher did initial research into material culture and
furnishings. The resulting reports-arid plans and specs arc a mallcr of record and are avallable for
use and review at this time.

1985 Project Objectives: In the simplest terms; the objectives of the 1984-85 period were to
transform the historic residential structure into a public museum by providing spaces for exhibits,
exhibit preparation and storage, and spaces for professional staff to administer the museum. The
project would have incorporated a comprehensive new hcalmg, cooling-and electrical system that
was designed to meet the needs for climate control in a museum space. Also included were
modern bathrooms, an elcvqlor and other amenities for the staff and public.

" The preservation objective was to “restore” the structire to the time period of greatest
significance, the period of the Lincoln Presidency.: The “restoration” was planned to be
comprehensive and would include recreation of interior paint, wall paper and decorative schemes
and furnishing several “period” rooms as exhibit rooms. Treatments planned for the exterior.
would return the structure to the appearance of the Lincoln occupancy period. That project had
an estimated construction cost of just under $ 800 OOO

2000 and Beyond: Re-examination of the 1985 ObJCCthCS, along with the current and changing
approaches to historic house museums, would suggest the following key issues for dichssion:

a. What museum uses would be placed on the second and third ﬂoors and would an
elevator be needed to supporc these uses?

b.  How many rooms would be:restored? How many would be just refurbished?
- I ) n : ¢
c.  What standards should be adopted for mterlor cllmate and lighting for museum
spaces?

Cost Estimation Assumptions: The following chart provides an analysis of the 1985 project and
cost estimate, and updates this estimate to current times to account for price inflation over that
time. It also provides a range of costs for each of the major work categories using the terms
“low-end” and “high-end.” The low-end costs would be for a rehabilitation or adaptive use -
project, while the high-end costs would assume restoration of 100% of the extérior-and interior
spaces and clements to museum standards.

Existing Floor Areas (sq. ft.):

Basement: . 2,900
First Floor 4,200
Second Floor . 3,900
) Attic “(obstructed) - 1.250
TOTAL | 12,250




' RESTORATION AND CONSTRUCTION COSTS

! | -
UPDATED COST ANALYSIS - ANDERSON COTTAGE

PROJEC'T ELEMENT

LOW-END COST _

(About $70/sq. ft.) -

HIGH-END COST
Site Work: Work to mc‘{dify or improve ~§$ 15,000 $ 75,000
-landscape and -walkways; drives, ‘and
parking was excluded from the 1985 '
project. Assume some l{evel of effort 1s
| needed ]
b ‘ .
Exterior: Building Restoration and- $ 100,000 $ 300,000
Repairs t '
Interior: Basic Repairs'and Improvements $ 75,000 ° $ 125,000
i L .
Interior: Hlstorlc Paint and Dccoratlve : $ 75,000 $ 225,000
Finishes Restoration (
Life-Safety: New Fire Stalrs & ﬁre K 90,000 $ 110,000
Sprmklers ‘ :
Accessibility: Elevator & Shaft WorI\ $ 90,000 < $ 100,000
HVAC & Electrical: Complcle §$ 185,000 $ 365,000
Replacement Lo :
Sub-total i $ 630,000 $ 1,300,000
Architect-Engineer- Consullant Fces @ -$ 125,000 $260,000
20% K ' »
| Construction Contingency @ 15% $ 95,000 $ 195,000
TOTAL - $ 850,000 $-1,755,000

(About $ 140/ sq: ft.)




Section #4: ln’terpretive/Use -Possibilities and' Estimated :
Operating Costs o -

> Use Possibilities-and Estimated Operating Costs Memo
* Study for the Restoration of Anderson Cottage (excerpts)




Alternatives for Use of Anderson Cottage

Many uses have been made of this beautifully situated historic building over the years
and many adaptive reuses have been suggested. Once restored, the building will provnde
an authentic space to tell nationally SIgmﬁcant stories.

It would be hard to overstate the importance of Anderson Cottagé, historically and
architecturally. Its location on the historic grounds of the Soldiers and Airmen's Home
gives a rich context for interpretation. Any use of the building should be linked to other
sites related to President Lincoln, the Civil War, and the Emancipation Proclamation. -
Care should be taken to augment and not duplicate the related stories told elsewhere in
the region. It is not necessary to amass significant Lincoln materials as long as the site
can connect visitors to important collections. Having internet connections with the
Springfield archives and other significant collections would be relatlvely mexpensrve and
of great value to visitors and students.

It is through collaboration with other museums, historic sites, schools or universities that
the potential of this site would be most fully realized. A number of models exist for use
of this site, however, creative and innovative uses of the site should not be overlooked.
The restoration of the site would provide the opportunity to discover the family of
Lincoln and his playful side, the turmoil of the war, the 1mpact on dally life, and the
debates about the Emancipation Proclamatlon :

These themes could unfold in many ways. The alternatives presented here go from a full .
scale museum with the most significant interpretative and educational content, to a center
for tours and active learning activities, to a primary. office use alternative that provides
for some tours and interpretation, but less use of the building for. educational activities:
Operating cost estimates have been’ provided for the full-scale museum alternative, which
is fleshed out in the greatest detail. Because of the many variables that would be
involved, no cost estimates have been provided for the other two alternatives, however, as
the educational content and programming declined, the operating costs could be expected
to decline and be shared across a larger number of partners.

These alternatives represent some of the many uses and combinations of uses possible for
Anderson Cottage. They have been chosen to stimulate.discussion, not in any. way
foreclose other options or combmatlons of options that may emerge.
W'orking Assumptions
The alternatives have been'developed based on the following assumptions.

e The goal of the property owner, USSAH, is to be relieved of restoration and

~ operating expenses and to share the cottage wifh the general public, with
"appropriate safeguards to protect the privacy and security of the residents.




e USSAH will pay for heat, light, site security and minor maintenance;
however, USSAH will not pay for cleaning, major repairs or major
maintenance.

* A long-term lease will be signed between the USSAH and a new management

' entity to operate the site, with responsibilities and restrictions to be negotiated.

¢ Restoration may be phased, with all steps taken to allow full restoration at a
future date..

e Architectural restoration costs would vary depending how much of the
building is fully restored to first class museum standards, and how much IS
rehabilitated for office or other use purposes.

1

Alternatives
1. Full Museum Operation

Anderson Cottage has enough significance and interpretative material (narratives, letters,
photographs, etc.) associated with it to be fully developed as a museum, although
substantial additional research would be required. The stories of Lincoln, his family and
household, the war trme presidency, the impact of the Civil War on Washington, D. C,,
and the story of the Emanc1patron Proclamation are all strong and 1mportant stories that
could be told here. Itis not necessary to furnish any or all the rooms in order to tell these
stories, although it could be a desirable interpretative technique. The collection of the
museum would be the'building, its site, and its associated history. There is enough
important material that, should the parties desire, Anderson Cottage could be developed
into a premrer L1ncoln/C1v11 War site.

There is sufficient documentatron of the improvements made in the public rooms by Mrs.
Lincoln to recreate a number of rooms in the Cottage to the Lincoln period. Objects for
the re- -furnished rooms could be assembled through an alliance with the Smithsonian or
long-term loans from other institutions. Further research, including archeology, is
desirable. Even if the furnishing plan were somewhat conjectural, as long as.it is based
on the best research available and the inclusion of some Lincoln artifacts, the recreation -
of a number of rooms to the Lincoln period would be a powerful vehicle for transporting
the visitor into another era.

l

It is not contemplated that the museum would be a traditional house museum, fully
furnished to period, because of the limitations this would place on interpretation and use ‘
of the spaces. The i 1mportance of the site does not relate to an existing collection of
Lincoln furnishings, but to the activities and the people associated with the site. In
addition, the history of Anderson Cottage and its use by the USSAH over the years, is an
untold story that should be incorporated into this and any other interpretive alternatives.

A number of i mnovatwe techmques should be considered to allow the stories of Lincoln’s
children, wartime condltlons debates over abolition, and the life of all residents of the
house to be told. These stories would be appealing to children and general audiences. A
strong 1ntroductory v1deo to orrent the visitor could be accompanied by first person



narratives of'many voices from the past that would be recorded and sound as a visitor
entered. For example, Mrs. Lincoln could be heard calling to the children or discussing
the latest redecoration project with a tradesman. Lincoln could be heard re- reading the
Emancipation Proclamatlon or in a heated argument with those opposing emancipation.

Start Up and Operating Costs. The major costs for this scenario would be the
substantial start-up expenses and a significant staff to develop, administer, market and
care for the museum. (Because so many factors are 1nvolved specific costs presented
here should be consndered prellmnnary in nature.)

Start up costs would include planning, reSearch, initial organizational development and
fundraising, the development, fabrication, and installation of exhibits, and initial
expenses for office furniture and equipment. Start-up activities would take place over the
two-year period, during which the physical restoration work was occurring.

In order to be open to the public at least five days a week, with attendant museum
training of volunteers and related activities, a minimum of six full time staff would be
required once the museum was in full operation. Permanent staff would include a’
Director or Site Manager, an Assistant or Curator, Receptionists, a Volunteer Coordinator
or Director of Education, Marketing or Development Assistant and cleaning services,
Staffing could be provnded with a combination of full and part-time staff, but would still.
require the equ1valent of six full time positions.

While the initial cost of repairs and maintenance may be small, over time and with
increasing visitation, these costs will increase. Therefore a significant reserve would be .
needed to take care of maintenance and repair. In addition, museum exhibits cannot be .
expected to last beyond three to five years. Funding would be reserved or raised to assure
that the quality of the exhibits is maintained. Additional costs would include insurance,
office supplies, computers, telephones, educational and marketing materials, etc.

Start-up Cost Estimates:

$150,000 research and minimal archeologlcal 1nvest1gat10n
$200,000 for project management and associated costs over 2 years
$100,000 museum planning and design - '
$550,000 exhibit design and fabrication and production of video
$150,000 office furniture and equipment

~ $1,150,000 Total Start Up Costs

Annual Operating Cost Estimates:

- $320,000 stafﬁng (1nclud1ng beneﬁts)

$ 75,000 for repairs and exhibit replacement reserves
$ 75,000 for insurance and offices expenses

$470,000 Total Operating Costs




Considerations. The operatlon of this type of museum would be the most expensive of .
the three alternatives presented here.. If successful, expansion space into the adjacent
Sherman building would be a possibility for visitor services and amenities. The
governing entity of the: museum would be responsible for securing annual operating funds
and an initial endowment Adm1551ons memberships, a museum store and event rental
could be considered to augment funds raised through grants, donations and endownient.
To raise sufficient funds to sustain the site over time, additional staff or volunteers would
be required. ! :

Hours of operation could be set to accommodate the concerns of USSAH, but if
Anderson Cottage is developed into a premier site, there could be significant demand for
expanded hours. Withiexpanded hours and exhibits, the cost of operations would grow.
Seeking national accredrtatron and attempting to expand visitation would also require
additional funding. Should this scenario be chosen, it i1s recommended that the number of
days the museum is open per week be at least five. The reason for this is that in order to
qualify for grants, travelhng exhibits etc., the level of professronalrsm and pubhc
accessrblhty must be relatrvely high.

2. Learnmg Center Operated by Major Existing Instltutlon

Ifa full scale museum; operatron appears too ambitious, the Cottage could be restored and
then turned over to an exrstmg institution to operate it. Under this scenario, a major
institution--like a museum or university--would enter into an agreement with the entity,
set up to direct the restoration and use of Anderson Cottage. Under this agreement, the
existing institution, for example the Smithsonian, would assume primary responsibility
for operating Anderson Cottage, and make it part of its operations, with the Cottage
functioning as a site for special programs relating to Lincoln and-other themes
| . h : .
If a major institution agreed to lease Anderson Cottage and provide the programming at
the site, it is assumed the costs to develop and operate the site would be shared between
thatrmaJor institution and the entity leasing the site from USSAH, under terms acceptable
to all parties. Use of the site would give the larger institution space for activities and
programs not avarlable elsewhere: A separate administrative staff for Anderson Cottage
would be unnecessary, wrth these tasks handled by staff assigned by the major institution.

The type of interpretation and the portions of the building used for actrve programming
would be subject to mutual agreement between the Cottage's management entity and the
major institution. It is'possible that another institution may have developed research and
educational programs that could be moved to Anderson Cottage. For example, the

- Museum of American History could move exhibits and programming related to the Civil

- War to- the Cottage. The goal would be to provide significant learning activities for
school groups and other audiences that,relate to the important themes of the srte while
' allowrng for other uses important to the mstltutron :




Considerations. For this alternative to work, a major partner interested in sub-leasing

the site would have to be found. If another institution néeded additional work or training
space (for example, a consortium of heritage groups from Washington D.C., The National
Park Service or the Smithsonian) thie building could function as a training facility with a
portion devoted to interpretation. Some operating costs might be covered through event
rental, admissions, and rental of overnight accommodations for attendees at workshops or
training sessions. -A friends group of residents of USSAH and others would be of great
beneﬁt to assist in raising funds for the site. '

3. Office Use with Seme Interpretation and Visitation |

Under this alternative the Cottage would be used primarily for office space, with some
interpretive activity on site. It would be an option to explore if funds were not available-
to develop and operate the Cottage as a fully interpreted site, and a major institutional
partner could not be found. Under this alternative, the Anderson Cottage management

~ entity would restore the Cottage, and rent most or all of the building to a compatible -

" “Tenant, for example, a non-profit organization with ties to Lincoln or the Civil War. A
certain'number of rooms on the first floor (possibly part of the second) would be
furnished to period and open to tour groups or visitors. Either the Tenant or a friends
group would offer an introductory video, guided tours (by volunteers or recorded audio
tours) of the first floor, part of the second floor and immediate grounds of Anderson
Cottage. The costs of exhibits would be limited, but the cost of the re-created period
rooms could be significant. These could be partly or fully paid by the Tenant, depending
on interest and w1111ngness

The costs of insurance, repairs and most of the basic operating costs of the building
would be covered by the Tenant, either through rental income or by direct payment.
Depending on the obligation of the Tenant for maintenance and operating costs, a
srgniﬁcant rental might not be charged in the early years, particularly if the Tenant paid
some or all of the costs to furnish the period rooms and staff visitation to the site.
Updating of exhibits would require minimal annual expense, since the primary
interpretative materials would be the period rooms and small scale exhibits.

Considerations. For this alternative to be possible, a Tenant would have to be found that
saw advantages to being located in a building that had great historical significance and a
certain amount of public attention and visitation. Money would be needed periodically to
refresh and maintain the period rooms and reprint educational brochures. An important
component of this plan would be.to allow the friends group to.rent the public rooms for
small receptions and conferences to expand operating income to cover some of these
~expenses. Small grants could also be sought for this purpose as well. The friends group
could be a nucleus of residents of the USSAH and others under the direction of the non-
profit management entity.




Appendix A

Photocopies of objects known to have been
in Anderson Cottage during the period of

Abraham Lincoln's occupancy. and related

correspondence. : '
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!’ OFFICE OF THE QUARTIEASTT . LY
! . UNITED STATLS SOLDIZS! HOME v

! N .

-waShinEtO.'], D, Cn

T ’ " Foverber 1, 1927.

o - . B

Colonel U, S, Crant, 3rd,

Dircctsr, Public Buildings & Perks,
- Nevy Bullding, 18th & G Street, Ne V.
" Washingtea, I. C, '

My dear Crant:

I 2n sending to Mr, J, F, €111, 15th & C Street, S. V.,
the following ariicies of Ifurniture used by President Lincoln, during
his occupancy of:the Anderson Cottare, U, 3. Scldiers! iome, durinc the
~owmers of 1863-5) and 65, vhen it is understood, Presidin® Lincoln
occupicd those premises as his.cummer residence, to wit:

. One dezi, o One clock, liapolcon,

. One mest platier. "~ One vegeleble dish,

Two goup plales, Noyal Dowlton Chizma,

:

SN The crockery I found in the quarters of the Governcr, U. S. Sold
Hoae, "ahd to my knovledge, it hze bewn therzs for 2 EreEl nmony yecrs. vhar my
father was Govarnor of the Soldiers! Home s the set was for nore compiete than

he)
the few ariicles I am sending youe irem gy father s’ I learned thai it was
understood and accepted ac 2 fact that this handsvme sel, ol china was pur-
~chagsed for Presidant Lincoln .and transforrad to th2 Covernor's house only
when the Soldiers' tome was discontimued as a placc of swimer residence for
the President, " As to the authenticity of the dock and cleck, I am enclosing
menoranda from Mre icGrath, who was born o4 the Soldiers' Home, and remorbers
vell the mseun that years ago was r2intained in the Anderson Cottage compris-
ing certain articles of furniture used by President Lincoln, amons them the
‘desk I am-sending you. a o ' : ’

i - Ilelieve, howewer, that i, licGrath is in error in svating the
Emancipation Proclazation wms signed on this desk, I believe that it is hishly
prooable that Mr. Iincoln draficd the Proclarstion on this desk, vnich stosd
in the study at the Soldiérs! Illone, but that the formal drafi was probably si:m:
at bis oflic? in the ihite House, ‘ " o ‘

i S Lo ‘ R -
: - A1l of thesc articles, I believe, have their autheniicity _
sufliciently established to bes considered without any question ol doubty as
geauine Lincoln relics., : S '

W Sincerdly yours,
i : ' s

'/s/ D. S. Stanley
D. S. STANLTY,

- -Colonal, U, S, Argy, -
" Quary,... '

-
+4eSuCT,
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Overview of Management and. Partnership Alternatives for Anderson Cottage

The following is a brief overview of some of the management and partnership
alternatives that have been discussed for Anderson Cottage up to this pomt All assume
continued ownership of the Cottage by the USSAH.

Potential Management Structures

* An independent non-profit. This would involve establishing a new 501.c.3
organization, with a management Board that could enter into a cooperative agreement
with USSAH to manage the Cottage.

~-* A stewardship site of the National Trust. Stewardship sites are under the direct
managerhent of the National Trust, which retains final fiduciary responsibility for the
care of the site and its ongoing activities.. Examples include Drayton Hall in .
Charleston, SC, and the Gaylord Building in Lockport, IL. This would involve the
Trust entering into a cooperative agreement with USSAH to manage the Cottage. At
f)resent all stewardship sites are owned by the National Trust. Since USSAH plans to

retain ownership of the Cottage; this-would require a new arrangement of some kind
between USSAH and the Trust.

e A co-stewardship site of the National Trust. Co-stewardship sites are operated by
“other organizations, generally non-profit organizations. They have their own
. fiduciary responsibility for the operation of the site and-are governed by their-own
. operational procedures. Examples include Cliveden in Philadelphia, PA, and the
Frederick C. Robie House in Chicago, IL. These sites can be owned by the Trust or
by another entity. The Trust often retains the final fiduciary responsibility for the
care of the site, but not always. This approach would involve formation of a new
501.c.3 organization that would enter into a cooperative agreement with the National
Trust and possibly with the USSAH, as well. The most likely arrangement would

involve a lease of the property to the National Trust, and a sub- lease to the operating
orgamzatlon

Potential Relationship with the National Park Service

o Affiliated area of the National Park Service (NPS). There seems to be little
interest on the part of the Park Service and others for Anderson Cottage to become a
formal part of the National Park System. However, there is considerable interest in
the possibility of it becoming an Affiliated Area of the NPS. An Affiliated Areaisa

~ nationally significant area the NPS is associated with but does not own or manage. If
a site is determined to be appropriate for affiliated status, a cooperative agreement is
signed between the site's management entity and the Park Service, setting out the
terms of the agreement. Affiliated status can make sites eligible to receive annual
capital and/or operating funds through Park Service budget appropriations, depending
on the terms of the agreement signed. The Tenement Museum in New York is an




example of a site'that is both a Natlonal Trust Historic Site and an affiliated area of
the NPS. The NPS 1s developing a cooperative agreement with the National Trust to
conduct a Spe01al Resource Study of Anderson Cottage over the next 6-8 months to
determine what if any relationship with the NPS is appropriate.

Other Partnership Possibilities

The following areJust some of the many other partnership possibilities that have been
identified for the s1te

Scholars and Umversmes The National Trust has been explormg a wide variety of-
research and educational partnership possibilities for the site. It has begun work with
the Lincoln Forum of the Civil War Education Association, a national consortium of
Lincoln scholars, to conduct research on the site that will help with restoration and
interpretation. Contact has also been made with individuals from Howard University
about opportunltles to collaborate on telling stories about the Emancipation
Proclamatlon and other aspects of African American history related to the site.

District of Columbia. The Trust has 1n1t1ated contact with the D.C. government and
the DC Heritage Tourism Coalition to explore ways in which the Cottage could be
tied into other heritage tourism and economic development initiatives in the city." The
new Civil War Tra11 being developed by the Tourism Coalition, and efforts to
establish a new museum for the city, offer major opportunities for collaboration. . The
new museum will be based in the historic library building next to the city's new
Convention Center, but its focus will be on getting visitors out into the 01ty to explore
all of the stories the city has to tell. Opportunities also exist to find ways in which the
development of the Cottage and related sites could contribute to over-all goals to
revitalize the Georgla Avenue Corridor.

Other Local Clwl War Sites. Spe01ﬁc local sites that offer partnership opportunities
of different kinds include Ft. Stephens, Ford's Theater, the African American Civil

‘War Memorial, and the Battleground National Cemetery, among others.

B



ABill

To direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the Andcrson Cottage located at the
U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen’s Home Washmgton, D.C.

A\

, Be it enacted by the Senate and Hause of Represenialrves of the United States of Amertca
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. This bill may be cited as the Anderson Cottage Study Act.
SEC. 2. 'Purpose.

The purpose of this bill is to authorize a study of the Anderson Cottage located at the

U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home (USSAH) in Washington, D.C,, in order to determine the most
appropriate means to preserve and mterpret this aspect of Amencan history.

SEC 3. Study.

(a) IN GENERAL The Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) shall conduct a study of
alternatives for preserving and interpreting the Anderson Cottage. The study shall include:
(1) recommendations on the major interpretive themes and stories, including use of
" ‘the Anderson Cottage as Lincoln's Summer White. House, as well as use by other
“U.s. presrdents '

- (2) how the Anderson Cottage might be lmked to major meoln civil war, and cml
nghts themcs inthe D.C. ares;

3) recommendatlons on management and interpretation of the Anderson Cottage,

including eligibility for inclusion in the National Park System or affiliation with the
‘National Park Semce

(4) an assessment of SpeCIal conditions on public visitation at USSAH, addressmg the
need for safety and privacy of the Home's residents;

7 (S) recommendatxons on cooperatlve agreemcnts wuh the Dtstnct of Columbxa and
Federal entltxes

(6) an assessment of the restoration needs of the Cottage; and
(7) cost estimates for each alternative.

(b) REPORT. The Secretary shall transmit to Congress a report on the ﬁndmgs
conclusxons and recommendatlons of thc resource study under subsectxon (2).

(c) Therc is authorized to be appropnated 350,000 to carry out the purposcs of this Act.
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Introduction

The tourism industry of Washington, D.C., is highly successful in bringing more than 21 million visitors to -
the city every year. A recent survey by the Travel Industry Association tells us that 61 percent of these travelers

come here because they are interested in American history and culture--a higher percentage than any other city

in the nation.

This presents an enormous opportunity. Our tourists see only a fraction of what there is to see in
Washington, D.C. Most of our guests visit the National Mall, the museums, and the memorials in the monu-
mental core, and then return home. They do not experience the great American city beyond the monuments that
is also rich in the unique history and culture they seek. This report is designed to reveal some of the treasures in
our downtown and our neighborhoods that our visitors miss, andto alert our policy makers and cultural organi-

 zations to the chance to bring more dollars to the c1ty while telling a new story about Washmgton DC,, off the -
- Mall.

We have an opportunity to show millions of people from around the nation and the world that this isa -
beautiful, vibrant, fascinating city--a good place not only to visit, but to live and do business, and a national
capital of which they can be proud. Indeed, it is a capital that reflects their own life and experience, because

Americans of every race and creed have made it what it is. Anew, mtemanonal phenomenon known as heritage
or cultural tounsm prowdes away.

THE PROMISE OF HERITAGE Toumsm FOR WASHINGTON, D. c
Thene is reason to believe our visitors are looking for our off-the-Mall treasures. Travel-industry research tells
1 us that today’s sophisticated travelers have seen the major sights and are tired of homogenized attractions
that make every place look like every other. They do not want to be passive or part of the herd. They are looking
for authentic experiences that put them in touch with the umque history, culture, and character of a- pat‘ucular
place.

People travel today to learn as well as have fun. They are looking for places that lmk their life expenences ‘
with those of others. Many of them are urban adventurers, people who love to explore cities and find places oth-
ers have not discovered. The 1995 White House Conference on Travel and Tourism identified this trend as-cul-

tural tourism, and made it a priority. Cultural and hentage tourism is the fastest-gromng segment of the travel
industry in the United States and the world.

. Off-the-Mall Washington is the kind of undiscovered territory many of our visitors are seeking. Most will, of . -

course, focus on the monuments and memorials on afirst or even second visit here. “We are privileged to. have
the great symbols of the nation’s heritage in our hometown. But these sites are overcrowded: Visitors must
increasingly wait in long lines, or obtain timed-entry tickets to the most popular attractions. Our tourists need
the change of pace and more personal experiences our off-the-Mall museums and other local attractions can
offer ' : ' :
People also.come back to Washington again and again--to bring their families, to do business, or to attend
“Conventions. In addition, there are almost five million people in the region, many of whom do not take advan-
 lage of the cultural and historical attractions of the city. They also need new places to take the family members
and friends who visit them.

Tourism is the number one private-sector business in Waslunglon D.C., worth $4. 2 billion a year to the
loca] economy. This is true even though most of our guests spend most of their tirne visiting free museums and
opping in tax-free shops on the Mall. This report is designed to bring some new raw materials to our major
industry. When fully packaged and prepared, they can revitalize neighborhhods; bring new.tax dollars to our .
€ity, and draw new customers to our local shops, restaurants and cultural institutions. In thie process; we w111

Paint a new picture of our city as beautiful, hlstonc cosmopohtan and fun.

—

"Off-the-Mall

Washmgton is the kind
of und:scovered
territory many of our

visitors are seeking.
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The upcoming
bicentennial of the city
as the nations

capital provides

an unparalleled
opportunity to carry
out a comprehensive
heritage tourism
initiative in

Washington.

!‘

The November 1998 Economic Summit. spearheaded by the D.C. Department of Housing and Community
Development made it clear that Washington is ready to take advantage of heritage tourism as an economic
developmem tool. The Strategic Economic Development Plan, formulated during the planning activities pre-
cedmg the summit. calls for bringing more visitors to the District and moving them bevond the Mall. as wel] as
involving neighborhood residents and businesses in preparing their.own development plans that include her-
itage'and cultural atractions. Capital Assets provides the raw material to support such initiatives..

i

WHAT Is HERITAGE TOuRIsSM?

Heritage tourism. also referred to as cultural tourism, was defined by the 1995 Whlte House Conference on
Travel and Tourism as “travel directed toward experiencing the arts, history, and special character of unique

places.” The conference recognized that heritage tourism initiatives can strengthen the nation’s cultural insti- -

tutions and bring economic development to American localities, from rural communities to urban neighbor-
hoodf The conference declared such initiatives a national priority.

15
THE DC HERITAGE TOURISM COALITION : :

he DC Heritage Tourism Coalition, the creator of this report, is a consortium of more than 70 off-the-Mall
Thenlage and cultral institutions from East of the River to Georgetown. They include historic houses, neigh-
borhood historical societies. museums, libraries, preservation groups, ethnic organizations, historic gardens and
cemeteries, arts organizations. historic houses of worship. and community development comorauons as well as
members of our citv’s tourism industry. < :

The group was convened in 1996 by the Humanities Council of Washington, DC and The Historical Society
of Washlnglon DCtobea catalyst for a heritage tourism initiative in the nation’s capital. It is now an inde-
pendent, non-profit organization, dedicated to strengthening the image and the economy of the District of
Columbia by engaging visitors in the diverse heritage of the city beyond the monuments.

In its first few vears, the Coalition has begun to develop some examples of the kinds of new “tourism prod-

- ucts;’ we need to help tourists find and enjoy our off-the-Mall attractions. It has, for example, created'a bus tour

of lhe Shaw neighborhood. “Duke Ellington’s D.C.," that focuses on the rich African American history of
Washmglon and a walking tour of historic downtown for the Discovery Channel Store that features an archeolo-
gy exhibit in the store, old photographs and documents, and dramatic stories 'Ihat bring downtown's Civil War
and leC[‘SC ethnic history to life. -

' ’Many of the attractions described in Capital Assets will soon be featured in a neighborhood heritage map,
produced in collaboration with The Historical Society of Washington, D.C., Metro, and the National Endowment

“for the Humanities. The Coalition is also developing the city’s first neighborhood historic marker program, in

oollaborallon with The Historical Society of Washington, D.C. and the Downtown DC Business Improvement
District. New neighborhood walking tours for Capitol Hill and %ulhwesl -are underway with funds from the city’s
Marketmg Center.

‘There is, however. s this report reveals. much more to be done. The upcoming bicentennial of the city as
the nat10n s capital prov1des an unparalleled opportunity to carry out a comprehensive heritage tourism initia-

tive i ln Washington. The Coalition is ready to work with the city government and with the DC Committee to

Promote Washington, the Washlngton DC Convention and Visitors Association, the DC Chamber of Commerce,
the Washmgton Convention Center Authority. and the Hotel Association of Washington. D.C., to do this.

“The city has a new marketing slogan--Washington, D.C., The American Experience-- created by the nC
Commntee to Promote Washington. This report provides the raw material to create the tours, perfonnmccs

: exhlblts heritage trails, and other opportunities that will invite our guests to link their own lives to the American

E.menenoe in Washington in ways that are comfortable, educational, easy, and fun.

»




CAPITAL AsseTs~A HERITAGE INVENTORY
his report is the result of a heritage and cultural inventory conducted in 1997 and 1998 by the DC Heritage
Tourism Coalition, with partial support from the D.C. Office of Economic Development. Communities across
the nation have been looking to their strengths rather than dwelling on their liabilities by doing “asset map-
ping.” identifving the people and places that enrich a place as well as constitute resources for economic develop-
Nent.

Seldom D this wsset mapping included heritage and cultural sites. as this DC Heritage Tourism Coalition
inentory does. It is only a partial list in what will be an ongoing project, and we welcome all
suggestions for additions. As rich as this list is. it is not comprehensive. Washington's thriving performing
wis--theater. music. and dunce--are well described elsewhere and this project does not-attempt to catalogue
them. However, the lively arts. restaurants, and special retail attractions have been induded on a selective basis
where they specifically enhance the historical and cultural identity of the nelghborhoodb in which lhey are
tound. :

This report also highlights 4 few people with energy and ideas alre: 1d» at work to enhance the cullural
wssets of their neighborhoods. We are acutely aware that they are merely examples of the many other dedicated
citizens inevery corner of the city. All of these efforts will be more effective if they are part of a comprehenme
civwide strategy. :

Many people in nelghborhooda across the city helped wuh this project. Those who came to meetings and
spent hours assisting us are listed at the end of this report. The many others who answered our calls and provid-
ed information have our deep thanks.

Those who helped us agree that, while we want to welcome guests into residential Washington, we must do -
itin sustainable ways that do not overburden our attractions or damage fragile places. We need to be careful not
(0 take big buses where smaler vehicles or \valkmg tours could be arranged. We cannot overwhelm small spaces
with crowds that spoil the experience and harm small sites or a community’s way of life. The city has- a tremen-
- dous asset in its Metro subway systent, one of the most modern and attractive in the world. Not only is it a safe

and efficient means of transportation, the ride is an experience in its own right. \lelro needs to be a key compo-

- nent of a heritage tourism initiative in Washington.

'What Other Cities are Doing to Promote Heritage Tourism
Cities across the nation are proving that heritage tourism works through mvesung in new tourism products and
experiences, packaging, and marketing,

* Philadelphia is investing $12 million in pri ate and publtc money to make /Jerltage lourzsm a lmd)pm
in ils economic development planning. :

* The government of Kansas City has invested $27 mtllzon in an African American jazz museum and

other attractions at-1 81/) and Vine, recogmzmg that African American IourzsLs spend $30 billion a year

in America.

. LosAngeIes with a tourist industry Ibe size of the Wasbmglon area, estimales ils bentage tourism mma-

tive could bring an additional §3 billion to the region.

* Neighborhood tours sponsored by the Cbtcago Office of Tourism are Ieavmg up to $250, 000 a year in
new, locally run craft shops. :

For more examples and case sludles see Culture and. Commerce, the report of a c1tyw1de hentage tourism
conference in March 1998, initiated by the DC Heritage Tourism Coalition and camed out in collaboration with
the Cultural and Heritage Tourism Program of the D.C. Office of Economic Development and the DC Chamber
of Commerce. Call 202-661-7581.
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Those who helped us
agree that, while we
want to welcome guests
into residential |
Washington, we must do
it in sustainable ways
that do not overburden
our attractions or ‘

damage fragile places.
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Ready: (Above) The Heurich
House Museum of The Historical
Society of Washington, D.C., a
lavish Victorian home.open for
visitors.

Courtesy, The Historical Society of Washington,
D.C.

In Danger: (Right) The
Howard Theatre, once the jewel
of Washington's “Black
Broadway, ™ now empty and
deteriorating.

A CALL T0 ACTION

t
f

ThlS report. s rich as it is in lists of attracuons is not intended to be a guide book. Itis a call to action. It
anal)zes the heritage and cultural resources of Washington, D.C., according to their readiness for visitors.
Some of our historic sites are ready rlght now 1o be packaged and marketed in new ways. Some of our most

important sites. however, are unmarked, uninterpreted, locked, hard to find, in nelghborhoods not ready for vis-
itors, or, in the worst cases, empty and derelict.

Caﬁ?fal Assels lists our historic sites and other cultural attractions in three categories:

. READY.

These places are open in the business of welcoming people.and actlvely providing a tourist e\penence Most
museums for example, fall into this category.

o POTENTIAL NOT FULLY REALIZED. ‘

Thfs category includes such attractions as parks, gardens. historic cemeleries, statuary and outdoor murals that
are accessible to the general public but that are hard to find and that do not offer as rich an experience as thev
would if there were programs. signs. or tours. It also includes buildings and sites important for their architec
tural merit or historic significance that have no signs identifving them and no active interpretation. There are
also man) sites. such as many of our hiistoric places of worship, that are locked and maccesmble

o' ’
e IN DANGER.

' These attractions are important sites that are empty, in ph\sxcal dxsrepalr and in some cases derellcl and in dan-
ger; of demolition.

)

Potential Not FuH_) Realized: (Above) Andmson Cottage at the L%,
Soldiers” and Airmen’s Home. where Abraham Lincoln wrote the finai
dralt of the Emancipation Proclamation and spent one-quarter of his

presidency; unrestored and not staffed for regufar visitation.

Countesy. US Saidiers’ anc Airmen’s Home




The Civil War

NATIONAL HisTORY PLAYED oUT IN' WASHINGTON, D.C.

Capttal Assets * 57

ivil War buffs lhrong the ballleflelds in nearby Maryland and Vlrgmm but seldom think to include lhe hlstonc sites

associated with the Union’s cenlral command in Washington.

The Civil War changed the nauon and its capital city forever. Before the need for a strong ¢ defense focused attention on The sites

Washington, Americans were not S0 sure they wanted a strong federal government. The undeveloped national capital, with assocxated with .

its muddy streets and few physical improvements, was ample evidence of the nation’s ambivalence. With the attack on Fort Ab r aham Lincoln

Sumter, things changed quickly. The city was inundated with soldiers, newspaper reporters, and busmess enlrepreneurs . anne Would make

The city suddenly got a public water supplv and its first public streetcars. Schools, churches, and olher institutions were a weekend tour,

commandeered for hospitals and other wartime uses unlll_camps and hospitals could be built. The city was encircled with ~ . P€T" haps b eginning

63 forts on the surrounding heights--the most elaborate defense of any city in the Western Hemisphen;. at the time. with one of the
There dre scores of places wherg avisitor can relive this history, beginning with one of the most important andleast ~ [MOSt under-

known battlegrounds of all-Fort Stevens off Georgia Avenue--where Union forces prevented a Confederate takeoverof the ~ aPPreciated sites -

capital of the Union as Lincoln himself stood on the ramparts. It is the only place‘ in the world where a Sil[il:]g presidentof mn the‘ city, his

the United States has ever come under enemy fire. While this was the only fort to see"action, the remains of others can be summer r etreat at

found throughout the city. And what the city IJcl\s in ballleflelds it makes up for in tales of political intrigue. Confederale Ander son Cottage

spving, and assassination plots.

where he wrote

The sites associated with Abraham Linéoli alone would make.a weekend tour. perhaps beginning with one of the most the final version

under-appreciated sites.in the city, his summer retreat at Anderson Cottage where he wrote the final version of the - ofthe

Emancipation Proclamation. There are at least eight cemeteries with Civil War burials in the District. One i also trace Ema“C‘Pa“.O'?

the fontsteps of Clara Barton. Dorothea Dix. and Walt Whitman as they provided for the wounded. The list that follows Pr Odam‘?t-‘on.'

anly touches on the possibilities. A recent map of Civil War-related sites in Washington, D.C. by Siephen M. Forman and
Thomas P. Lowry lists 98 places in the District of Columbia that might be part of a Civil War tourist experience in.the -

nation’s capital. There is more detail in Forman's Guidle to Civil War Washington

READY

African Amencan le War Memonal 10lh and
Vermont Ave., N.W. The nation’s only nqllonal memorial

1o African American Civil War soldiers, which, when com- *
plete in July 1999, will include the names of 209.000 sol- -~~~

diers and their white officers, as well as a sculpture, the
Spirit of Freedom, and a museum and interpretation cen-
der in the adjacent Prince Hall Lodge. It s likely to become
aplace of pilgrimage for people from across the nation.

Battleground National Cemetery. 6625 Georgia
Ave.;N.W. The nation’s smallest national cemetery com-
memorates the 41 soldiers who fell defending Ft. Stevens

. Ft. Stevens 13th and Quackenbos St N.W. The only |

" aNational Park Service marker, but given its major signif-

from the July 1864 Confederate attack on Washington.
While it is ready to be visited, its structures, signs, and
markers are all in need of repair. "

Civil War fort in Washingfon to see military action. It has .

icance, it is under-interpreted.

: . _ : ) The Spirit of F reedqm
‘Ford’s Theatre, 511 10th St NW. The famousbuild-  sculpture at the African
-ing where Lincoln was assassinated still functionsasa.. . American Civil War
theater, with the presidential box intact. Therejsa ~ Memorial.

Lincoln Museum on [h.e gI‘OUl'ld floor. Courtesy, African American Civil War

Memorial Foundation
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Abtishisn {1 uln walked
the Lt 1, oy Fort
Stevesy, tfy Iy the Civil
At altick by General
Jubat . Linly, the only

plisea gy “Ming president ™

hiss eyey i under

enety e A houlder
and pliu ks his
presene

Peterson House 516 10th St., N.W.The house across
the street from Ford s Theatre where Lincoln was carried
and later dxed riow operated asa house museum ‘

B
oo

' ‘meoln Park 1th and E. Capllol St Site of the

Emancipation’ Monument showing Lincoln with a nsmg
former slave, pzild for with donations from African -
American freedmen. o

(I SRR
National Museum of Health and Medlcme,
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 6825 16th St.,
NW., Building 54. Civil War medicine is a major focus for
this museum; eXhlbllS include the bullet that killed
President Lincoln. Located behind guarded gates on the
campus of Walter Reed, it is difficult for all but the most
dedicated lounsl to find.
Memorial scﬁlptures Most of the circles and squares
along the avenues of central Washington are embellished
with sculpture ¢ commemoratmg heroes of the Civil War;
McPherson, Farragut, Scott, Logan, Sheridan, and
Thomas are the most familiar. There are other less obvi-

© ous memonals,., however, such as the Arsenal Monument

in Congressional Cemetery, commemorating 21 women
who died in a munmom factory explosion. Kathrvn
Allamongjacob has dedicated an entire book to no fewer -
than 33 Civil War monuments in Washington, D.C.
(Testament to Umon) There is no organized 1merprela-
tion of these pleoes of hlslory and art.

Tours. American University Professor Edward-C. Smith
and historian apd tour guide Stephen Forman both give
tours of Civil War Washington, available for a fee by

_ appointment: The National Park Service offers tours of
Civil War Georgetown free of charge évery other Sunday in

warm weather‘?begin‘ni'ng‘ at thie'C & O Canal National

Historical Park headqumeﬁ ai ‘0)7 Thomasjeffelson St.,

NW

PoTeNnTIAL NoT FuLLy REALIZED

Anderson Cottage at the U.S. Soldiers’ and
Airmen’s Home for sttmgunshed Veterans, at
Rock Creek Church Road and Unshur St N.w: Abraham
Lincoln’s summer White House. where he wrote the final
draft of the Emancipation Prociamation-- a site of major
national importance that is uninterpreted except by
appointment and empty except for some administrative -
offices. The beautifully landscaped grounds hoast historic
buildings and ancient trees, including a magnificent cop-

' . per beech under which Lincoln himself liked to sit. There

is also a Civil War cemetery on the grounds, one of the
first 12 national cemeteries created for Civil War casual-
ties. (Arlington Cemetery was created when the cemetery
at Soldiers’ Home was filled.) This is a place of enormous
importance that has attracted the atterition of the

~ Millennium Project of the White House, yet it is threatened

by serious financial problems and the potential develop-
ment of a section of its grounds.

Circle of Forts. Sixty-three forts were built on the highest
* ground encircling the city of W ‘ashington during the Civil

War. Most of this land is still in public ownership, and many

. fort sites have become parks. There were plans to create a -

greenbelt and circular drive around the city on this land in
the 1930s, following recommendations in the 1901-02
McMillan Plan. They were never realized. Today most of

 the remains of these military installations, except for Fort

Stevens, are overgrown or not readily accessible.

Cemeteries. Many of Washington's historic burial
grounds have Civil War graves, such as Congressional,

~ Glenwood, Mount Olivet, Oak Hill, and Rock

Creek cemeteries. There are also smaller cemeteries
specifically created for Civil War dead, including
Battleground Cemetery and the cemetery at the
Soldiers and Airmen’s Home, noted above, and a
small cémetery at St. Elizabeths Hospital. Stephen

M. Forman, a local tour guide-and historian who special-

izes in the Civil War, has catalogued some of the specific
graves in his Guide to Civil War Washinglon. There is no
regularly scheduled interpretation of these sites.




Clara Barton’s office and home, 437 7th St., N.W. A
dramatic chance discovery recently revealed the third floor
of this downtown building, owned by the federal govem:
ment, as the home and office of the famed Civil War
nurse. The General Services Administration and the
National Park Service are working on pl:ms to preserve
and interpret it.

Fort Lesley J. McNair, 4th and P.St., SW. The place
where the Lincoln conspirators were held awaiting trail,
and where they were hung. Part of the judge’s chamber
remains at the site. While visitors are usually allowed on
the grounds of Ft. McNair with identification, this site is
not interpreted.”,

Mary Surratt Boarding House, 604 H St., N.W. One
of the oldest residential buildings in Washington, this
1840s frame house became a boarding house frequented
by the Lincoln conspirators. There is a plaque on the
building, but its current function as Golos Chinese restau-
rant is far.from its historic identity, and few notice it.

New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1313 New
York Ave., N.W.. The church of Abraham Lincoln; its pas-
tor, Rev. Phineas D. Gurley, conducted his funeral service.
Although the church building is a new. expanded version
of the earlier church, Lincoln’s pew remains in the sanc- -
tuary in its original place.

~ Theodore Roosevelt Island, Potomac River at
Georgetown. African American Civil War soldiers were
garrisoned and trained here. There is no public recogni-
tion of this at the site.

Winder Building, 17th and G St, N.W. An 1848 build-
ing that served as the Office of the Quartermaster General
and the Bureau of Military Justice during the Civil War,
and was probably visited frequently by Abraham Lincoln
in the-course of the war. The U.S. Signal Corps communi-
cated by flags to the forts and camps around \X/ashmglon
~ from the roof.

IN DANGER

0ld Naval Hospital, 9th and Pennsylvania Ave., S.E.
The predecessor of Bethesda Naval Hospital, this building
was built in 1805 for wounded Civil War sailors; who had
been carried by boat to the nearby Navy Yard. This site is
totally intact, with carriage house and original wrought

—berselfby: cappoiTment=—"

iron fence.. Most recently used for social service programs,
itis unmarked unrecogmzed and in poor phvsxcal condi-
tion.

St. Elizabeths Hospital, 2700 Martin Luther King

" Ave,, N.W. Converted to a Civil War hospital specializing in

artificial limbs, there is a little-known Civil War cemetery
tucked away on the west campus. While individuals may

* enter St. Elizabeths, tourism to this extraordinary site is
" notencouraged. There is no plan for the future of this -

west campus, now largely empty except for some adniinis-
trative offices. Given its potential for development, lhe
entire campus is in danger ‘

PEOPLE WITH ENERGY AND IDEAS

'Kerrz Cbtldressnpubllc ajfmrs officer-ofthe- o7 3—47
SoldiersZand Airmens:Home:has: recognred -the—>
cenorvTisimportance:of-Anderson-Cottage=she”
hasbeen-icaging-asingle-hunded: campmgn SfoFits—~

=restoration-and-interprelation?

- Ms=Ghildress-currently-gires:tours

o Julia Washburn, chief inter-
preter for the Rock-Creek Park
ditision of the National Capital .
Region of the National Park '

_ Serice is working on a new. com-
prebeiisive interpretive plai that
will-inclucle enrichment of the
-interpretation at Fort Stevens and
the other forls in the citys circle of
defenses.

 Former City Councilmember
Frank. Smith led the multimil-
lion-dollar, volunteer effort to create the African
American Civil War Memorial at 10th and U St
N.W., a major gift to the cily and the nation that will

 be turned over to.the National Park Service when -
complete in summer 1999.

Capxtal Assets *59

Kerri Childress in the
room where Lincoln wrote
the final draft of the

'Emancipation

Proclamation.
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Recent Studies of Anderson Cﬁttage and Related Resources

Anderson Cottage Historic Structure Reoort Geler Brown Renfrow Archltects
February, 1985 '

Umted State Soldiers' and Alrmen S Home Preservation Plan, Volumes I and II,-Geier '
Brown Renfrow ‘Architects, July 1985

- Study for the Restoration of Anderson Cottage, Geier Brown Renfrow Architects,
August, 1985. .

United States Soldiers' and Airmen's Home/LCOR Public-Private Venture Business
Plan, LCOR Incorporated, August, 1998.

" Capital Assets: A Report on the Tourist Potential of Neighbortiood Heritage and.
. Cultural Sites in Washington, D.C. , Kathryn Schneider Smith, DC Herltage Tourism
- Coalition, 1999
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HON, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
in the House of Representatives
FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 1999

. Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on the grounds of the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen's Home (USSAH)
in Northwest Washington, D.C,, sits one of our country's most historic buildings, the Anderson
Cottage . Rarely visited and virtually unknown, it was the summer White House of three U.S. -
presidents: Chester Arthur, Rutherford B. Hayes,and, most notably, Abraham Lincoln. President
Lincoln spent a quarter of his presidency living at the Soldiers' Home and it was in Anderson
Cottage where he wrote the last draft of the Emancipation Proclamation.

« The building is in need of restoration, and the USSAH has been working with the National Trust
for Historic Preservation to find funding to restore the building and open it up as an historic site.
Anderson Cottage also is listed as one of the First Lady's “Save America's Treasures' sites. The

following article illustrates the importance of this home, as well as the equally historic Soldiers'
and Airmen's Home on which it sits.

[FROM THE WASHINGTON TIMES, MARCH 18, 1999]

(BY CATHERINE WATSON)

I went to Washington re&ently to look for links to one of the country's herves. 1 wanted to ei'plore the
city that Abraham Lincoln knew, the Washington of the Civil War. '

Recause 1 had only a few days, I thought I should choose the big names. But the highlight was a placc 1

had never heard of—one of the least-visited of Lincoln sites and arguably the most important: Anderson
Cottage . (See? 1 didn't think you had heard of it.) - :

The cottage lies off North Capitol Street, on the grounds of what Lincoln
now the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, a handsome, 320-acre cam
Northwest quadrant of the city. About 1,100 retired enlisted p
War I1 through Victnam, e A R

knew as the Soldicrs' Home,
s on high ground in the
ersonnel live there, veterans from World

I parked near the house, walked up the wooden porch steps and entered a large room that would be :

familiar instanﬂzl to anyone who knows military posts. There was that same smell of governmental dust.
the same kind of linoleum alternating with Veterans Affairs gray paint on the floor, even the same
sickly pale green on some of the walls. 1 liked it. Lo '
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put there didn't seem to be much to see. Just how important is it historically?

Very, said Kerri Chlldress public aﬁ'axrs dlrector for the home, whose office is in Anderson Cottage
This is where meoln finished the Emancxpatmn Pxoclamatwn

Ms Chlldress ‘a tall glim woman w:th bright blond, short—cropped hair, has a contaglous enthusiasm for
the Soldiers' Home, its residents and Anderson Cottage

*This really is a well-kept secret,’ she saxd. ‘Even the,Lmooln buffs ere sometimes surprised.'

More surprising is how rarely it's visited:Atmost=100,lourists,a year'ﬁrid'theirfway:to:.the-scottage | é
R (O 4

"I this building were any place else, it would be a national shrine,' Ms. Childress said. “We-make- e-such.a
big-deal-outsf-Ford's-Theater: ~Nothmghappened -there-except- “that hie-died—This-was- wherehelived o

Thls ~was.where.he_created. This.was where.he-became-Abraham- Lincoln:'#

’

Like many presxdents Lincoln had a summer White House though I had never associated that plain

man with such a luxury. This was it--a getaway that may have been the only place in Washington where
he and his family had a semblance of normal life or anything approaching happiness.

It's still fresh and countrylike, but now the Soldiers' Home is an island awash in city streets. During

Lincoln's summers, it was well outside of smelly, muddy, crowded, msect-ndden Washmgton--a
genuine country estate built for a local banker in 1840.

- The government purchased the property in 1850 to create one of the nation's first homes for veterans.

The cottage was renamed at the start of the Civil War to honor Maj. Robert Anderson , the Union

Commander of Fort Sumter, the bastion off the South Carolina coast where the first ofhcxal shots were
fired. _

Anderson Cottage was the first infirmary at the Soldlers Home, the ﬁrst guest house and, in 1954 the
first dormitory for female veterans, Ms. Childress said.

The gray-stucco cottage also served as summer White House for presxdems Rutherford B. Hayes and
Chester A. Arthur. President James Buchanan had his summer residence across the street.

But it's the Lincoln eonnection thal matters most.

*Secretary of War Edwin Stanton did not want meoln up here Ms. Childress sald He felt they could
not protect him out here.' Stanton probably was nght

From late June to early November starting in 1862 Lincoln commuted vnrtually deuly by horseback
between the cottage and the White House, aooompamed by 20 to 30 cavalrymen with their swords

drawn He didn't much care for the escort.

Even s so, Ms. Childress said, one mght he amved at the cottage without his stoveplpe hat. It had been

shot off his head. ,

Anderson Cotta
ied 0

algo is where Iohn Wilkes Booth's first plot against the president was supposed to
have been carri

ut, It was a kidoapping plan that later was abandoned in favor of a bullet.

There, 100, Mary Todd Lincoln held seances, trying to connect with the spirit of her son, Willie, who
had died in the White House just threc months before the Lincolns first came to Anderson Cottage

This also is where Mrs. Lmooln spent two months recuperating from an 1863 carriage accident. Some

historians behevc the carriage hiad been mmpered wuh in an attempl on Lincoln's life, Ms. Childress
said. . i

cLpoaagnd
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PHOTO COURTESY OF SOLD(ER‘S HOME

Abraham meoln and his family spent summers here.

Natlonal Perspectlve

ASHING-

TON - Abra-
ham Lincoln
and his wife
retreated in
grief here after the death of
their son. “The wartime presi-
dent and his family found a few
moments ‘of peace and solace
here amid war and - struggle.
The Great Emancipator learned

here, repaired to the second-
floor ofﬁce and worked on a
draft of t.he Emancipation Proc-
lamation.’

outskirts of Washington that
served as Lincoln’s summer
White House stands so far from
the daﬂy commerce of politics

one visits. No post cards - are

available. -No guidebooks tout

its impart. You can stand in the
very ! room

of the Union victory at Antietam

This ‘small cottage on the

that it is all but forgotten.: ‘No

| Ab aha:m Lincoln
| d1d thinking here

Fields wrote of his last ride
from the capital to the cottage .
the day before he died: “His eye
had that expression of profound
weariness and sadness which I
never saw in any other human
eye.” It was the look of Lincoln,
pain coursing from every pore.

That sadness and pain had
its home on the grounds of what
is now known as the US Sol-
diers' and Airmen’s Home in
northeast Washington. Today it
is a bustling place, all cars and
conerete. In Lincoin's day,
though, it was the country. Its
hill provided a splendid view,
from on high, into Washington.
Its trees, including a copper
beech that still stands, provided
a place for meoln’s children to
play and, at.least once, for.the
president to climb.

In ali, Lincoln spent about a

quarter of his presidency here. -

. Most years he . -
where . the wouldtmove his
Emancipation s famxly to the
Proclamation - . - cottage from
was pyélished Lincoln’s - early spring to
and feel, well, retreat is- late "fall, ..com-
absolutely

: . ti int
nothing. unlike almost. . town = each

- town each

Here is a veryﬂ]]'ng n morning, the .
ﬂrnenr\rotinn e - ? else

i
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apsolutery

muting into’

nothing. © - ‘unh.ke almost - - town

each

Here is a everything else morning, the

preservation

and restoration abOUt

journey taking
‘less time on

project waiting Waslﬂngton: It ‘ horseback in

" to happen

tiny corridors
of power. It is a

city of monu- - ee————

mental build?
ings - and hidden power cen-

* “ters. It provides a giant stage:

for performers - and a few real
levers of power. And"so one of

- the lessons of Washington - not
v onlymourt.tme but in all time -

is to seek power in the nooks
and crannies, in the out-of-the-

. way places beyond the reach of ,

the searchmg eye.
This is the ultimate nook
the supreme cranny. :
But Lincoln's retreat is a re-

... markable place for another rea-
17 son. It_is unlike almost every-
- nfthmg else about, Washington: It

"is notable not_ for. the speeches -

- given here but for the thoughts

that lingered here. It is notable
not for the decisions that were
made here but for the emotions

that were explored -here. i is-
notable  not for glory but for C

grief.

Here, in a place that once
was remote, a setting that
Washingtonians used for horse
carriage rides and ice skating,
America’s wartime president
went into retreat. Sometimes he
would slip away to visit the Jocal
hospitals where the ambulance
trains dumped the wounded sol-
diers from across the Virginia

line. Sometimes he would wan- -

der to the cemeteries, full of

. Union dead, standing with other-
- - mourners, as if to soak up the

grief. Always with him was the

pain of the war he could not- stop.

and, he feared, the war he coqu
not win.

Lincoln is remembered to-
day for soaring thoughts and
soaring phrases, but mostly his
heart occupied the lower alti-

tudes. The diarist Maunsell B.

.tee chambers. ‘For -Linc
+ for us all, it goes on inlittle cot-

: P 1864 than it
The capital 18 notable not ~ does by taxi in
“is a festival of for glory but 1997. .
. wide boule- . for g\nef .~ The original
vards - “and - J20 7 mantelpieces

and banisters
are still here.
The trees that
' so beguiled the
pre51dent have grown ever more

lush*and beguiling, The stucco . .
exterior and the green-and- .-

white trim of an early Gothic re-

vival cottage are much as they .
were in Lincoln's time. But .
that’s about all.

. The cottage is é plain old of:
ﬁce building, completely w1thout,

charm. Paint peels from the’

walls-and falls off in unsightly.

clumps from the ceilings. The

main entryway is now the ladies’

.restroom. Maybe it is a meta-
- phor for democracy that an un-

forgettable figure used this

now-forgettable setting for his

deepest reflection.
“I can think of no more his-

toric unknown place in the coun-. ‘
try,” says David Long, an East’

Carolina University historian,

of a preservation effort. The
Lincoln Forum of the Civil War
Education Association is trying

to stoke interest in restoring the -

cottage. So is the National Trist
for Historic Preservation. “We
need to preserve this and do

right by this,” says Richard -

Moe, president of the trust. :

This is a restoration proJectv

with'a difference; though. It is a
reminder, more urgent today
than perhaps at any time in our
history, that the work of politics
and government doesn't occur
only at podiums and in coo?mlt-

as

tages where the trappings of
power are- st.npped away and
where we are left alone, trapped
by our ‘thoughts, our emotions

and, if we are lucky, the better_'

angels of our nature.

Now there are the stirrings.
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TODAY'S QUOTE

> “The ballot is stronger than the buller.”
— Abraham Lincoln (1856)

' StarTribune

) . . St Trbune 2naios by CaT e ne Watson
Anderson Cottage, a wellkept secret on the g ounds of the U.S. Soldiers’ and Alrmen's Komo in Washington, D.C, was Lincoln's summer HKouse. :

Abe Lincoln’s Washjnn

<%= Road less traveled— -
Catherine Hatson .
WASHINGTON, D.C. — It's hard to remember, amid

the traffic and the controversy, that this city exists in
more than present tense. That it'still has ible ties to
1o erocs

the past. That it's stll connected
. ’ I went to Washington recenty to look for
' links t0 one of them. | wanted to explore
the city that Abraham Lincoln knew, the
Washington of the Civil War. I didn't

= by bow many places were signifi-
scantin his life. and by how many of
“'those are still standing.
'(  This is still Lincoln’s city, in more
! than imagidary ways. :
!’ There are so many Lincoln con-
. nections, in fact — from the White
, House 10 Ford's Theatre — thata , .
‘week woulda't-be enough time 10 see . ‘ ; ] <
them all Since [ had only a few days - Uncoln lked to read under the protective of this copper baech tree on the
in late January, | had to pick and W'Mamwmmc. . .
choose, Mostly | chose the big names, ’ -
- becalise it had been along time since 1'd

Bt i hightight was  phce Lbad nevr Rich with Cl\jd War structures and monuments, !

;g‘:ewwemgiﬁmn:(né Andersan Conage. (seett - Washington, D.C, is still Lincolr's city. Easily the most
t think you'd beard . ) : .
timefor oty g e o Tor oot i eentted - interesting site is one almost nobody visits: Anderson
. l;:tﬁy;;dwl:pdonn&mcddwwmgm’w ' L . 1 N 1
124 aLr,
ﬁ:w“"’“""“w b Wi ooz where  Coliage, Lincoln’s summer White House. “We make
{ were °
- lwastorn,

Just thea it wauuk?rm m% Andawn : SUCh a blg deal out Oflfqu’s Theatre,” the cottage’s

spokeswoman said. “This was where he lived.” It also

ooel




Jboust 1,100 retired enlisted
personnel live on the grounds

Soldiers’ Home
The house stands on the lovely
y:ounds of what Lincolh knew as
the Soldiers” Home, now the
Unuted States Soldiers” and Air-
yicn's Home (USSAH). a hand-
mime 320-acre campus on high
» ound in the northem pant of the
4:v- About 1.100 retired enliited
tsoancl live there, veterans
r.:m World War i through Viet-

m.
Iparked neas the house, walked -

%1 the wooden porch steps and
itered alasge room that was

Esu.nuy farniiar, though not for

L-cclnesque reasons. | grew up

" enamiitary resenvation, in the
§oterans Administzation enclave
¢ Fort Snelling. and this interior
e_rme straight iom my childhood.

cre was that same smell of
nnental dust, the same kin f
§noleum altemnating with VA gray
paint on the floor, even the same
$cklypale greenon somie of the
walls {liked it
} Buttheredidn'tscemtobe
uch to see. Justhow i important is
{ historicallyl
% Very, said Kerri Cnildress, pub-
gc affairs director for USSAH,
w'iose 0lice Is in Anderson Cot-
G ge. This is where Lincoln fin-
Sed the Emancipation Procla-
zaion
Childress, a tal!, slim woman

“with shor; Topped. bright blond
Kair, has c contagious enthusiasm
{51 the Soldiers” Home, its resi-
dents and Anderson Cottage.

> “Thisreally is a well-kept se-
cret.” she said “Even the Lincoln
bulls are sometimes surprised.”

More surprising is how rarely
it's visited: At most, 100 tourists a
vear manage 1o End the cottage,

- "I this building were anyplace
clse, it would be 2 national
sirine,” Childress said. "We make .
sich a bigdeal out of Ford's The-

. ¢ue. Nothing happened there ex-
ceptthat he died. This was where
bz lived! This was where he creat-

&' This was where he becarae
Ab:a.‘um Lincoln™

e

Uncoln's

Anderson Cottage -

Like many presidents, Lincoln
had a summer White House,
though I'd never associated that
plain man with such a luxury. This
was it — a getaway that may have
been the only place in Washington
where he and his family hada
sernblance of normat fe or any-
thing approaching happiness. '

1¢'s sull fresh and country-like
up there, but now the Soldiers’
Home is an island awash in city
sueets. During Lincoln’s sum-

mers, it was well outside of smclly.‘

muddy, crowded, insect-nidden
Washington — a genuine country’

estate built for alocal bankerin . °

1840.

The governunent puschased the
property in 1850 to create onc of
the nation's first veterans’ homes.
The caftage was renamned at the

start of the Civil War to honor Maj.

Robert Anderson, Union com-
roandet of Fort Sumter, the bas-
tion off the South Casolina coast .
\ﬁ\:%re the first official shots were

Anderson Cotage was the first
infirroary at the Saldiers’ Home,
the first guest house and, in 1954,
the first dormitory for wotnen vet-
eqans, of whom there are now 33,
Childress said. .

The gray-stucco cottage also
served as summer White House
for presidents Rutherford B. Hayes
and Chester A. Arthur; President
James Buchanan had his summer
residence across the sueet

Butit's the Lincoin connection
thatmatters most

Mrs. Lincoln's re{uge

“Secretary of War Edwin Stan-
ton did not want Lincoln up here,”
Childress said. “He felt they could
not protect him out here.* Sumon
was probably right.

From late June to early ho—
vember, starting in 1862, Lincoln
commuted by horsetack between
the cotlage and the Vhite House .
virtually daily, accom by2o
0 30 cavalrymen, with their
swords drawr. He didn't mud:

In And

WQMBNMWQMMNW
houmuumfm.hmmmmmuh)mmgmmuoomam

care for the escort.

- Even 50, Childress said, one
night he arrived back at the cot-
tage without his stovepipe hat It
had beeashotoffhishead.

Anderson Cotlage also figured -
in John Wilkes Booth's 25t plot
against the president — a kidnap-
ping plan that was later aban-
doned in favor of a bullet

Here, too, Mary Todd Lincoln
held seances. trying to connect
with the spirit of her son, Willie,

. who had died in the' White House
just tuee months befoze the Lin-

" colns first carne to Andcrson Cot-

tage.

'And this is where Mrs. Lincoln
spent two months recuperating
from an 1863 carriage accident
Some historians believe that the
cammiage had been tampered with
in anattempt on Lincoln’s Life,
Childress said.

Mss. Lincoln refused to be tak-
en o the White House afier the
accident "There was anopen-
door policy at the White House™
during the war, Childress said. *T ~
can only imagine the chaos.”

Besides, “Mn. Lincoln wasn't _
set up to be a politician’s wile,
especially a president’s wife. What
comforted hes was this place.”

Abe’s arbor

Getting In touch 4
Memu.me. Anderson Cottage thers: GO bofn oa
tobeago of-  North Capitol Street for about 2
ﬁce.l!yuudl.hmmnu'ibutem miles untl you cross Michigan .
ori Avenue; the Shrine of the Im- :
youunmah:d\edswﬂn mmteamepmnwmbem : :
“USSAH/Anderson Cottage” and  your right. Look for signs directing: )
send them 1o the United States Sob- youxommlcﬁintodxeussm
dhers’ and Alrman’s Home, 3700 mnmmnm
North Capitol St NW, Wuhlng gates will direct you to the cottage. .
ton D.C. 20317, nmk&eepumbdundu.lu
For more informeton oa the beit to call first, especially ffyou ’ -
cofge mmmhhgmdyeoplehxl-
~MM:::=!!§WA&~ 202-722-3556. Hours are 8 am_ to
.con; oCuse the shave Monday through Friday.
eddrembrioredud Sy ¢ P 0T

- At Andersoa Cottage, Uncoln

h:'w\ Tenas

did not entertain and did as litde
business as possible.” Childress

"said. “There is very litde doubt in

my mind that some of Lincoln's
geatest thotghis and] Teatest
writings took phce in this house.

«This is the orly place he would
" have had the solace and the qui-

etude to do that”

As the afiemoon deepened into
winter twilight, Childress walked
me across the drive to an ancient
copper beech. a gigantic uee with
a knobby trunk and a ring of low |
branches touching the gound.
Where each touched. a young tree
had sprungup. .

“ln summer. Ou]drcss said. ”
is like a big canopy.”

Lincoln took refuge in there,
she s2id. When aides couldn't ind
him anywhere else, they’d look for
him under the swooping
branches, where he often went to
read

Sometimes he even played
theze. He climbed this tree a cou-
ple of times, she noted — once .
with his son Tad. another ime
with Secretary Stanton’s children.

I'was awed. This tree knew: Abe
Lincoln —~ one of the few living
things in this world that did.

Cottage ls little changed

Back inside, [ saw that the cot-

tage was bigger than itlooked —a
“cotlage” only if you compared it
with a mansion Like the \White

House. The style is Gothic Revival, -

and it stll has its lacy white trim.
big ffont porch and heavy interior

moldings.

Except for modemn furniture
and a few partitions, the layout of
the house is about the way it was
when the Lincolns knew it The
white marble mantelpieces are
original So is the simple wooden
banister up from the entry

leading
- ball And the shuna: folded into

the window frames. And the slid-
ing pocket doors on the ground

foor — painted shut now, but sl
there.

I wandered upstairs on my own
and easily found the large second-
floor room at the front of the
house that bad been Lincoln’s
bedroom. This was where he
mutheﬁnaldr..ﬂof!hc&nun

The room was sparely fur-
nished — a Victorian dresser, a
contemporary dining-room table
ringed with modern chairs. Butits
appeal ay in its silence, nol its fur-

" Home doesn’t have the money to

- npary actions. It has never beea

The presidential box In Foed's Theat
Uincoln was shot. One million visitor

. niture. It was dead q:iu there —
.genuinely peaceful. The only

sound from outside was a plain-
tive bugle call as veterans lowered
the flag for the day.

1 could imagine the tall. gaunt
president leaning against the fre-
place mantel oz looking out the
windows at the green lawn that
s:ll surrounds the cottage. He
probabls even looked through the
same panes of glass. .

1t hit me then: This place has
more to do with Lincoln the pres-

* ident than any other shrine. More
. than his well-presenved home in

Springfield, . More than the
frontier hamlet of New Salem.

* More than the White House itself .

Herehewas notonlycom- |-
mander-in-chief. but also hus-
band. father, husman being. No
wonder he would take risks to ride
out here every chance he gor

Helping out
The house is structurally sound
— always has been and always wil
be. Childress said: "We will al\ﬂy;‘
take care of it.” It's not restored.
it's not pretty, but it could be.
Unfortunately, the Soldiers’

doit. The home has been funded
from its beginning by small de-

ductions from enlisted men’s pay
— now 50 cents a month, plus any
fines and forfeitures from discipli-

supported by taxpayer dollars.

But with the dovmsw.ng of the
military, less money is coming ia
because there are fewer soldiers &)
fund the deductions. The effect
has been “devastating.” Childress
said, “just devastating.”

A rescuer may be coming, how/
ever. The United States Soldiers’
and Airmen'’s Home is negotiating
with the Nadonal Trust for His-
toric Preservation to have the trust
take charge of the cottage.

. Rather than having it become
;ust another Victorian house with
antique furniture. Childress hopes
it can'be tised as & learning center
for an array of related topics: the
C‘rvil Wu'. the effects of the Eman-

n Proclamaton. Lincoln
lumsclf. But all that she sald, is
sl a long way ofl.
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Mrs. meoln refused to be takcn to the White House after the accident. *There was an open door policy
at the White House' during the war, Ms. Childress said. ‘I can only imagine the chaos.:

Bcsrdes "Mrs. Lincoln wasn't set up to be a pohucxan s wife, especially a prcsrdcnt s wife. What
comforted her was this place.'

At Anderson CottaFe *Lincolu did not entertam and did-as liule business as possible,’ Ms. Childress
said. "There is very little doubt in my mind that some of Lincoln's greatest thoughts and greatest

writings took place in this house This i3 the only place he would have had the solace and the qunewde
to do that!

As the afternoon decpened mto thc winter twnhght Ms. Childress walked me across the drive to an

ancient copper beech, a gigantic tree with a knobby trunk and a ring of low branches touchmg the
ground. Where each touched a young troc had sprung up.

‘In summer,' Ms. Chtldrcss saxd itis hke a brg canopy.'

Lincoln took refuge in thcrc shc said. When aides couldn't find him anywhere else, they would look for
him under the swooping branchu where he often went to read.

v

Sometimes he even played thene He climbed this tree a couple of times, she noted- --once with his son
Tad, another tunc with Stanton s children.

1 was awed. This tree knew Abc Lincoln--it's one of the few living things in this world that did.

Back inside, I saw that the cottage was blggcr than it looked-lt sa cottage on\y if you compare it with

a mansion such as the White House. The style is Gothic revival, and it still has its lacy white trim, big
front porch and heavy mtcﬂor moldings.

Except for modern furniture and a few partitions, the layout of the house is about the way it was when
the Lincolns knew it. The White marble mantelpieces are original. So is the simplé wooden banister

leading up the stairs from the entry hall. And the shutters folded into the window f‘rames And the
sliding pocket dcors on the ground floor--painted shut now, but sml there.

B wandered upstairs on my own and easily found the largc seoond-ﬂoor room at the front of the house

that had been Lincoln's bcdfront Thxs was whcrc he wrote the final draft of the Emancxpzmon
Proclama’non

’.(' ) .
The room is sparcly fumxshed—-a Victonan dr&sser a contemporary dmmb-room tablc ringed with
modemn chairs. But its appeal lies in its silence, not its furniture. 1t was dead quiet there the day

visited--genuinely peaceful. The only sound from outside was a plamtwe bugle call as veterans lowered
the flag for the day. ,

.l(

I could imagine the tall, gaunt president leanmg against the fireplace mantel or lookmg out the wmdows
at the green lawn that stil} surnounds the cottage . He probably even looked through the samc panes of
glass. ,. - ,

i |
i

It hit me then: This place has more to do with Lmooln the president than any other shrine. More than his

well-preserved home in Springfield, ILL. More than the frontier hamlet of New Salem, ILL. More than
the Whtte House itself. -’; _

© Here he was not only commander in chief, 'but ‘so husband, father and human being. No wonder he
.:would take risks to ride out here every chance he got.

The house is strucmrall sound-alwa s has been and always will be, Ms. Childress said: “We will
always take care of i Its not rwtoreg. so it's not pretty, but it oould be. .-
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Unfortunately, the Soldiers' Home doesn't have the money to do it. The home has been funded from its

beginning by small deductions from enlisted men's pay--now 50 cenis a month, plus any fines and

forfeitures from disciplinary actions. 1t has never been supported by taxpayer dollars.

But with the downsizing of the military, less money is coming in because there are fewer soldiers to
fund the deductions. The effect has been *devastating,’ Ms. Childress said, just devastating.’

A rescuer may be coming, however. The United States Soldiers' and Airmen's Home is negotiating with

the National Trust for Historic Preservation to have the trust take care of the cottage .

Rather than having it become just another Victorian house with antique furniture. Ms. Childress said she
hopes it can be used as a leaning center for an array of related topics: the Civil War, the effects of the

Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln himself. But all that, she said, is still a long way off.
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In a quaint summer coffage,

Prqs()i()(()l%nt Lincoln found solace

- WASHINGTON — Here

3 Abraham Lincoln and his wife
retreated in grief after the death
of their son. Here the wartime
B president and his family found
# 2 few moments of peace and
sdlace amid war and struggle.
Here the Great Emancipator
learned of the Union victory at
DAVID Antietam, repaired to his sec-

S\iRlBMAN? ond-floor office and worked on

a draft of the Emancipation : Lincoln’s kids to play, and, at least once, for the pres-

.Proclamation.

Lincoln’s summer White House stands so far from
the daily commerce of politics that it is all but for-
gotten. No one ever visits. No post cards are avail-
able. No guidebooks tout its importance. You can

_ stand in the very room where the Emancipation

Proclamation was polished and feel — well,
absolutely nothing.

Here is a preservation and restoration project wait-
ing to happen. The capital is a festival of wide boule-
vards — and tiny corridors of power. It is a city of
monumental buildings — and hidden power cen-
ters. [t. provides a giant stage for performers — and
a few real levers of power. And so one of the lessons
of Washington — not only in our time but in all time
— is to seek power in the nooks and crannies, in the
out-of-the-way places beyond the reach of the
searching eye.

This is the ultimate nook, the supreme cranny.

ny.
But Lincoln’s retreat is a remarkable place for

another reason. It is unlike almost everything else
about Washington: It is notable not for the speeches
given here, but for the thoughts that lingered here. It
is notable not for the decisions that were made here,
but for the emotions that were explored here. It is
notable not for glory, but for grief.

Here, in a place that once was remote, a setting that
Washingtonians used for horse carriage rides and ice
skating, America’s wartime president went into

retreat. Sometimes he would slip away to visit the -

- local hospitals where the ambulance trains dumped

the wounded soldiers from across the Virginia line.
Sometimes he would wander to the cemeteries, full

) of Union dead, standing with other moumners, as if

to soak up the grief. Always the pain of the war he
could not stop and, he feared, the war he could not
win, was with him. ' .
Lincoln is remembered today for soaring thoughts
and soaring phrases, but mostly his heart occupied
the lower altitudes. The diarist Maunsell B. Fields
wrote of his last ride from the capital to the cottage
the dav before he died: “His eve had that exoression

of profound weariness and sadness which 1 never
. saw in any other human eye.” It was the look of
Lincoln, pain coursing from every pore.

That sadness and pain had its home on the grounds
of what is now known as the U.S. Soldiers’ and
Airmen’s Home in northeast Washington. Today it is
a bustling place, all cars and concrete. In Lincoln's
day, though, it was the country. Its hill provided a
splendid view, from on high, into Washington.

Its trees, including a copper beech tree that still

“stands on the grounds, provided a place for

ident of the United States to climb.

In all, Lincoln'spent about a quarter of his presiden-
cy here. Most years he would move his family to the
small cottage from early spring to late fall, commuting
into town each morning, the journey taking less time
on horseback in 1864 than it does by taxicab in 1997.

The original mantelpieces and banisters are stili
here. The trees that so beguiled the president have
grown ever more lush and beguiling. The stucco

exterior and the green and white trim of an early == =3

Gothic revival cottage are much as they were in
Lincoln's time. But that's about all.

The cottage is a plain old office building, complete-
ly without charm. Paint peels from the walls and
falls off in unsightly clumps from the ceilings. The
main entryway is now the ladies’ rest room. Maybe
it is a metaphor for democracy that an unforgettable

figure used this most forgettable of settings for his
deepest reflection.

“I can think of no more historic unknown place in.

the country,” says David Long, an East Carolina
University historian.

Now there are the stirrings of a preservation effort.
The Lincoln. Forum of the Civil War Education
Association is trying to stoke interest in restoring the
cottage.- So is the National Trust for Historic
Preservation.

" “We need to preserve this and do right by this,”
says Richard Moe, president of the trust.

This is a restoration project with a difference,
though. It is a reminder, more urgent today than per-
haps at any time in our history, that the work of pol-
itics and government doesn’t occur only at podiums
and in committee chambers. For Lincoln, as for us
all, it goes on in little cottages where the trappings of
power are stripped away and .where we are left,
alone, trapped by our thoughts, by our emotions

and, if we are lucky, by the better angels of our
nature. :

(David Shribman is assisting managing edilor, colum- -

nis¥ and Wachinotan bureau chief for The Racton Clnhe

i
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Lincoln Site Put on Endangered List |

-

By Linda Wheeler
Washington Post Staff Writer
Monday , June 26, 2000 ; BO3

Hidden away in a retirement community in Northwest Washington is a house Abraham Lincoln called

home during his presidency, a place where he escaped the pressures of the wartime White House and :
‘could climb trees with his son Tad. Rarely seen by the public, the house at the Soldlers and Airmen's ;
Home has been in continual use for more than 150 years :

Concerned that the little-known bu11d1ng was deteriorating because of years of heavy use, the National
Trust for Historic Preservation has placed it at the top of its annual list of America's most endangered
historic places for 2000. The list of private and public buildings is meant to bring public attention and
financial support to historic sites that are threatened by neglect or demolition. ‘ '

The list of 11, released today, includes histcric neighborhood schools nationwide, 39 vintage buildings
of the Eisenhower medical center in Leavenworth, Kan., and an art deco structure threatened by the
expansion of the Santa Anita Racetrack in Arcadla Calif.

In the 13 years the trust has created a list, only one of their designated buildings has been demohshed
according to a spokesman. The trust has no official control over any of the sites, but its work is so
well-respected that the annual list is taken seriously and generally wins response -- and money.

Trust President Richard Moe called the gabled, three-story building where Lincoln lived "the most
significant Lincoln site in the country, the only one that tells the story of his presidency and the story of
his family life."
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Moe said he is pleased thatathe%mtenoriwas“&neverﬁrenovated?a"ﬁ"ditﬁ'e}fsh erofﬁ;the‘roomsvibarelthang edmy

If the house is ever to be restored, Moe said, period furnlshlngs proper curtains and the right color on
the walls would create the mood of the 1860s. :

"There' stwaterm‘seepage*’here that is damaglng to the foundatlon ‘and there is a danger of a fire gettmg
started," he said. Theh[S{)ldlersgmdrAlmenég]th,oTn‘éﬂhave b'een? OodISteWards o thei M Property . Tft"?
the1r@m1ss1omdoes-'notaincludeﬁhlstorlc%preservatlon _ ‘

When Lincoln and other pres1dents stayed there, the house was st111 fairly new and the countryside
location offeredfal\cool’retreat;fromathe'hot,;muggysc1t”}7§?

184 2% he ibulldmgawas*fpurchased 5
W“"“ . N AR AP :{‘)
ewfacilitics'were- completed ~for-the
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s

dnitiallyAbuiltzasithiesummer: retrcatitor,abanker_George R1ggs~ab‘ou
thelarmysasylumstoreedBTlyFandidisabledRo[diersn-1 8. 1-Wh
- ¢VeteransuiciouSewasTo fferedst ot HETpTe I TS ot theipersonal
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Lincoln was-étie: of»ffour_pres1dents to use the house: JamestBTchatiafFfrom 1857 to '60, Emcolnrom
1862 to '64, Rutherford B. @Hayesifrom 1877 to '80, and ChestefATiTrirom 1882 to '84
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Lincoln spent as much time as he could at the house between 1862 and 1864 during the warm m months
One}aftemoon'mwAugustmlrS64mL1 oln§wast jg,al’on“el"onltl'fé“’seventli"Street*‘Plke fiow-Georg L /
ped‘back to«thelsumm’erlhome‘ an' ”d:‘several- soldiers

3 he:cottage:th ]
notes when the document was ﬁmshed that he called‘the cabmet to’gﬂgtyher to hear 1ﬁnd ftwas >
published on the following Monday. I made a solemn vow before God that if General Lee was driven
back from Maryland, I would crown the result by the declaration for freedom to the slaves."

5

"They had casual visits ther€ dont doubt that Douglass told him a couple times to get on w1th the
Emancipation Proclamation and encouraged h1m to allow blacks to enlist in the Army," he said.

asfex X ,lyglmportant‘it’o"’éMWmeol“W

5 , hle’l'wa[s“?‘always“w1tll@*'lp
o R ey

me w1th m:"

his: Cabmet alwaysz»w1thﬁothe’rl : At»the ’cottage' S g Tt:o siS qt
L_A_‘_,_.J_.—.__—- f

It was also there that Lincoln found solitude under@itentslikes coﬁ“p’éf—‘ib‘é'éc {ittecot far from the cottage.
§ to offer the same good

The tree, with the spread of about half a football field fisstill7aliverand conth
seats on its long, low branches that Lincoln liked. It's included on the list with the house.

3\*._.__

The house and surrounding buildings are not open to the public because the property is a retirement
home to about 1,100 soldiers and airmen, said spokeswomandean.schasterpshe said home officials
initially were not interested in having the Anderson Cottage on the trust's list because they didn't want
bus loads of tourists disturbing the residents. :

However, she said Moe assured home officials the trust had dealt with other historic properties with
similar limitations. An agreement was worked out that would open the house to the public by
appointment only.

"Our mission is to take care of the veterans, and the trust is very aware of our mission," she said. "We
would like to see the Lincoln retreat restored but to undertake something like that is very expensive.".

She said discussions between the trust and home officials had focused on the building's being restored
for the use of Lincoln scholars. If the money is found to do that, Schaefer said, the study center would be
compatible with the retirement settingvand would not lead to many tours or tourists.

Endangered Sites

America's most endangered historic places 2000.

1. Abraham Lincoln's Retreat -- the Soldiers' and Airmen's home, Washington, D.C.

2. Dwight D. Eisenhower VA Medical Center, Leavenworth, Kan.

3. Historic neighborhood schools, nationwide.

4. Hudson River Valley, N.Y.

5. 5th and Forbes H1stor1c Reta1l Area Pittsburgh, Pa

6. Nantucket Mass.

6/28/2000 3:30 PM
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7. Oke_echobeé Battlefield, Okeec_hobée, Fla:
8. Red Mountain Mining District, Ouray and San Juan counties, Colo.
9.,Thé Santa Anita Racetrack, Arcadia, Calif.
10.Valley Forge National HistoricalPark, Valley Forge, Pa.
| 11. Wheel_qck Academy, Millerton, Okla.

© 2000 The Washington Post Corhpany
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Jtlne'27, 2600 Tuesday, CHICAG‘O SPORTS FINAL EDITION
SECTION: News; Pg. 6; ZONE: N .
LENGTH 638 words
HEADLINE: ITS NO LOG CABIN, BUT- LINCOLN HOME DEEMED TO BE WORTH PRESERVING
BYLINE: By Glen Elsasser, Washington Bureau.
DA;TELINE: WASHINGT;ON "

BODY: '
A campalgn was launched Monday to restore the summer home of Presudent Abraham meoln a
cottage described as one of the capital's greatest hidden treasures. "Most of us think we know all
. there is to know about Abraham Lincoln, and we all carry a mental snapshot of him in our head, b
-said Richard Moe, president of the non-profit National Trust for Historic Preservatlon "But this
_ house brings that snapshot into clearer focus." -

According to Moe, time has taken its toll 6n the 1842 Gothic Revival-style house, which is now
used for offices, and he says it is the only major Lincoln site that has not been restored. Located on
the grounds of the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home in an obscure corner of the city about 3 miles

- from the White House, Anderson Cottage tops this year's list from the National Trust of America's
"11 Most Endangered PIaces

. Lincoln used the house--he dubbed it "the SoIdlers Home"--throughout his.presidency. In 1862,
he was at the house when he completed the final draft of the Emancipation Proclamation, which
declared that "persons held as slaves" within "areas of rebellion against the U.S." would be free on
or after Jan. 1, 1863. ' L '
The second-floor bedroom where he wrote the Iandmark document has been converted |nto a
conference room contammg few reminders of the past '

~ A print of the 16th president hangs above the marble fireplace. Although the room contains odd
¢ bits of furniture--an Empire sideboard and Connecticut clock-- no original pieces survive. The :
& ¢ Lincolns had brought things from the Wh|te House for th‘elrvstaysﬁwhflch?usuaIIy.,I ste‘dﬁfrgm JUT!-%;
. C‘through‘November.;;_-.- ' b .

"It was a haven where he could escape the heat of the city, romp on the lawn with his son Tad or
read in the shade of the great copper beech tree," said Moe, who told a gathering Monday that a
combination of public and private funds would be needed for the restoration. Officials hope to turn
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the cottage into a leading center for the study of Lincoln's administration.
The giant tree is one of the few living reminders of Lincoln's days.
It is estimated that Lincoln spent roughly one-fourth of his 49 months as chief executive at the

.cottage. The house also was a favorite refuge for First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln, who found solace: SR
there after the February 1862 death of son Willie from typhoid.

The Lincolns used the cottage as the summer White House thrbughout his first term, beginning m _
April 1862. Lincoln spent the night of April 13, 1865, there--two days before his assassination at
Ford's Theatre. ' '

The president was at the cottage in 1864 during the battle of Ft. Stevens, only 2 miles north in the

- District of Columbia. During the Civil War, the district was occupied by Union troops because of the
area's pro-Southern sympathies and the threat of Confederate attacks on the seat of the national
government.

LintoliSTUSEof the cottage-on:the:soldiersHome:grounds.alarmed:his-friendsswho were aware of
Secret Service reports of assassination plots. In August 1864, after the Confederates shelved a
plan to kidnap Lincoln and take him to their capital in Richmond, Va., the president narrowly
escaped an assassination'attempt while riding alone on horseback to the cottage.

According to historical accounts, Lincoln heard the sound of a gunshot and spurred his horse to a
gallop, arriving at the Soldiers' Home unhurt but missing his hat. Soldiers later found the hat with
a bullet hole through the stovepipe.

‘Other sites on the list include the Revolutionary War buildings at Valley Forge National Historical
Park near Philadelphia; the Art Deco-style Santa Anita Racetrack in Arcadia, Calif.; the
archeological resources of Florida's Okeechobee Battlefield in the Second Seminole War;
Massachusetts' picturesque Nantucket Island; and the nation's historic neighborhood schools.

GRAPHIC: PHOTOPHOTO: A preservation group announces Monday that it is adding Abraham
Lincoln's summer home to its list of endangered historic places. AP photo by Ron Thomas.
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June 27, 2000, Tuesday ,THIRD EDITION
SECTION: NATIONAL/FOREIGN Pg. A3
LENGTH 620 words
HEADLINE: TRUST EYES HISTORIC RENEWAL LINCOLN'S GETAWAY TOPS RESTORATION LIST
BYLINE: By Jennifer Walsh, Globe Correspondent

BODY: '

WASHINGTON - President Llncoln s summer getaway, just 3 miles and ashort horse ride from
the White House, was an escape not just from the heat of the city but also from the day-to-day
stresses of office. ’
Anderson Cottage, in northwest Washington, is where Lincoln wrote his second draft of the
Emancipation Proclamation. The cottage desperately needs interior renovation, which is why the
structure tops this year's list of most endangered historic places. The annual list, put together by
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, identifies historical S|tes in danger of demolltlon or
deterioration. :
"It is a call to all Americans that some of our most precious treasures are at risk," Richard Moe,

president of the trust, said yesterday. '

' Between 1862 and 1864, while battles loomed in the distance fLlincolnistsomTadrclimbedrthe trees =

<oltsiderAndersoniCottagerandrwas. scoldedrinzt ez family diningroom:awhen=nistpe tagoat:atesflowers?
=“fromathergardent Lincoln's wife, Mary, stayed in the second-floor dressing room during her -
recovery from a head injury shé suffered in a carriage accident. Some historians believe the

mishap was a sabotage attempt intended for the presndent

These days the dining room houses a copy machlne and the dressmg room's hardwood floor is
covered with Army-green carpet, while the light-blue paint is peeling and the ceiling shows water
damage. The spot where Lincoln worked on his famous document is practically bare, with the V|ew
from an old window once overlooking the Capltol blocked by a new building.

The only clues that the president spent about a quarter of his term-here are the few portraits and
mementos displayed by workers using the cottage, which sits on the grounds of the US Soldiers’
and Airmen's Home.

"This is too important of a place to be largely unknown," Moe said. "This is one of the city's
greatest hidden treasures."
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‘The trust hopes to turn the building into an education center, restoring its interior and furnishing it '
from the era. Although the cost to restore the building was not disclosed, officials estimate it would
require' several million dollars in public and private funding.

ing=t W ?'*'Il'lng:oln“furnlsh'; d;the ‘House: 5
) {8 ovmgf the’wfamllyus‘belongmgs ‘to_the cottage-ln:M‘a‘Si“and‘taklng‘ them back to: ‘.theM

\-a_,h;llte"House nENovember# he cottage, in essence, served as Lincoln's Camp David.

lf*;-':
=

“There-was: Ex huge"process:on of~carr|ageshthat.would carry:ther presndent s,goods and in the fall it -
would go in the other direction,” said Nick Minecci, a spokesman for the Armed Forces Retirement
Home whose office is in the cottage.

More than a dozen strides from the back door is a copper beech tree where Lincoln would spend
G : time playing with his son, reading, or writing correspondence. :

L"If’ thet a5t 1iving ARk to: President-lincolniMinecci said. "If trees could talk, I'd like to hear it."’

MI

The tree branches form a trailing canopy surrounding the trunk, creatmg a nook that is seven
degrees cooler than the rest-of the lawn, Minecci said. :

"The president would bring his desk and chair," he said. "If this place was where he came to get "
away from it all, the copper beech tree was the getaway from the getaway."” :

Also on this year's list are the Dwight D. Eisenhower Veterans Affair Medical Center in
Leavenworth, Kan.; historic neighborhood schools around the country; the Hudson River Valley in
New York; 5th and Forbes Historic Retail area in Pittsburgh; Nantucket; Okeechobee battlefield in
Florida; Red Mountain Mining District in Colorado; Santa Anita Racetrack in California; Valley Forge
Natlonal Historical Park in Pennsylvania; and Wheelock Academy in Oklahoma.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, The bedroom inside Abraham Lincoln's summer retreat, about 3 miles from the
White House. / AP PHOTO
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- Abraham Lincoln's Homes . ' http://www.nps.gov/liho/alhomes.htm *
1861-1865
Type: multiple story stone house
ILocation: Washington, D.C., on Pennsylvania Avenue
Description: The White House, thirty-one rooms, carpeted
Occupation: Presideﬁt of the United States

« On February 20, 1862, Willie dies in the White House at the age of eleven

Summers 1862, 1863, 1864
Type: two-story brick house
Location: Washington, D.C., four miles north of the Capitol

Descript.ion: Soldiers Home, 'also known as the Riggs House (renamed Anderson Cottage in 1888),
twelve rooms : ' ' ‘

“Occupation: President of the United States

’

| Back to Lincoln Home Website Map |

| Back to Lincoln Home Home Page |

Last Updated:Friday, 14-Apr-00 12:40:29
http://www.nps.gov/liho/alhomes.htm
Author: Tim Good ~
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LINCOLN'S SUMMER PLACE http://www.news.ecu.edu/releases/lincoln.html
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Links to Related
Sites

. ,;'
: £
== KCU PROFESSOR LEADS EFFORTS
TO RESTORE PRESIDENTAL RETREAT

——
>
»

More News
Releases : . . L. | . .
- The Anderson Cottage, site of an assassination attempt on President Lincoln as
o Well as some of Lincoln's'most important writing, needs a major restoration, according
to an East Carolina Unlver51ty professor.
Return to News
and Events

‘DrEDavidExEong;athiStoryFprofessor; als.leadmg an‘effort by—the-newly—formeéfp
l____._____._.__:—~LmcolmF oruntofithe CiviWar-Education AsSociationtto restore the cottage in
~Washington, D.C. Constructed in the 1840s, the building is at the United States

Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, about four miles north of the Capitol.

From 1862 to 1864 Lincoln and his family spent their summers at the 14-room
house. Historians think the President wrote the second draft of the Emancipation
Proclamation at this summer retreat. Three other U.S. Presidents also used the
building. :

. Long is a member of the Lincoln Forum Advisory Board. At the board's recent
meeting in Gettysburg he was named chairmantofiaicommitteesfor:the;Anderson
cCottageiRestorationzProject™

He said the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, a ret1rement community for war
veterans, will continue to use the bu11d1ng for administrative offices but the restoration
would add a museum and other attractions for visitors at the site. Money will come
from private sources.

"It would be difficult to imagine a more significant historic preservation project
anywhere on the planet," Long said.

In a report prepared for the Lincoln Forum Newsletter, Long wrote that the
President and Mrs. Lincoln first moved to Anderson Cottage in June 18624to“getraway:7
Cfromtheilicatandshamidity o fithecityzanditorescape theigrief they-: experlenced—after
@Ee death:ofrtheir:soniWillie: in-Eebruary? They returned to the White House in
mid-November.

i

Their summer routine of moving to the Anderson Cottage continued until |
Lincoln's death in April 1865. In those war years there were several noteworthy
incidents, including an assassination attempt in August of 1864 as the President rode

~ home on horseback unescorted from the Capitol.

As he neared the entrance, a shot rang out, causing the president to spur his
horse until, breathless and hatless, he arrived at the gate to the grounds. Soldiers
. searched the area where Lincoln was fired on and found his hat on the ground with a
bullet hole through the "stovepipe."

A month earlier, Confederate troops engaged Union forces at Fort Stevens,
about two miles from the summer residence. On this occasion, Secretary of War
Edwin Stanton insisted that Lincoln leave the house and return to Washington

In July 1863, Mary Todd Lincoln suffered a fall from her carriage and was

knocked unconscious near the house. It was believed at the time that sabotage caused
the carriage seat to break

1of2 3 ' 6/28/2000 12:16 PM
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After treatment at a nearby hospital, she returned to Anderson Cottage. Mrs.
Lincoln's three-week recovery was complicated by a serious infection that at times
rendered her incoherent and 1ncapac1tated Her son, Robert Lincoln, later expressed
the opinion that his mother "never quite recovered from the effects of her fall.” .

"There are many other incidents associated with the Lincoln's residence at the
Anderson Cottage," Long said. Even so, he said the historic building, until now, has
been "almost ignored by historians and politicians."

Bt
~gat/ 1-15-97
CONTACT: ‘DrWEav1d*rE'*Lonngast—Carollna“Umvers1ty,wEepartmentuof'Hlst@ry:;,)

€(919)r328:695 20105 (99) 57085 9;. For information about’the Lincoln Forum and the
- Civil War Education Assocmtlon call 540-678-8598.

N

PHOTOS - The News Bureau s photo download site on the Internet features a photo
of the Anderson Cottage. The address 1s http://www.photos.ecu.edu
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Save-America's Treasures - Project Protile : http:/saveamericastreasures.org/profiles/anderson.htm

SAVE AMERICA'S TREASURES |

Anderson Cottage
Lincoln's Summer Home
Washington, D.C.

amp David, Warm Springs — places
of retreat where our nation’s greatest
leaders have retired for the quiet and
solitude needed to shape their
thoughts and, eventually, the nation’s
destlny Just such a retreat was Anderson
Cottage, constructed in 1842-43 and named
after Major Robert Anderson, who commanded
Fort Sumter at the outbreak of the Civil War.
This National Historic Landmark property
served as the summer White House to
numerous presidents, the most notable being Abraham Lincoln.

roject Profile

Located on the grounds of the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home, this Gothic
Revival cottage was home to Lincoln and his family during one-quarter of his
pre5|dency &I iayﬁth" ‘cottage suffers;from:thetweariness. of time.and_stréss: _"7

0 fordt ncolmsfamlly ,,_lderson “Cottag€’is’now an office>
~and‘falhng plast =

The Lincoln Forum of the Civil War Education Association and the National Trust
are working closely with the National Park Service and the Soldiers’ and '
Airmen’s Home to develop an appropriate public use for the facility. Currently,
funding is needed for a comprehensive resource study to gather the historical
documentation, determine the best public use, and develop the restoration plan
to return the Anderson Cottage to its Lincoln- like appearance.

Home | About Us | Projects | Funding | Events
Newsroom | Get Involve esources | Contact Us

Save America's Treasures is a public-private partnershlp between the
White House Millennium Council and the National Trust for Historic
Preservation.

The design and development of this website Eﬁ&lgﬁ%ksﬂﬁgﬁf
are provided by the AT&T Learning Network® =
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The Associated Press State & Local Wire June 27,2000
The Associated Press State & Local Wire

¢ \View Related Topics

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be
- republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

~June 27, 2000, Tuesday, BC cycle
SECTION:‘ State and Regional
LENGTH: 386 words
HEADLINE: Sites linked to Lincoiln, Washington called endangered

BYLINE: By CARL HARTMAN, Asseciated Press Wtiter

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

A house where Abraham Lincoin spent hot summers and the Valley Forge winter quarters of George
Washington's army were added Monday to the list of endangered sites that the National Trust for
Historic Preservation wants to protect from the ravages of time.

The Lincoln family found a stucco-coated brick house with gingerbread trim on a hill about three

miles from the White House. Used by presidents in the second half of the 1800s, it is now on the
grounds of the Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, which houses 1, 100 veterans.

For the Lincolns it was a place to escape Washmgton s humid heat, and to see friends and political
figures privately.

ad? F-ON the:s6lthwest:cormnerwith a v a viewrof:the:Capitoliin-theX distance, the
% Presidentig 'belleved'to bavesle| sleptrandztozhavezwrittent aadraft*ofwthe Emancipation:Proclamation:xlt
row serves'as-an asional conference room for the home's public affairs office.

Richard Moe, president of the trust, called Anderson Cottage - named later for a Civil War hero - "one
of the city's hidden treasures.” He wants the federal government and private donors to contribute to
restoring it for use as an educational center. The cost is being studied and will run into "millions of
dollars," he told reporters.

Valley Forge, 24 miles northwest of Philadelphia, is another of what the trust says are the most |
endangered historic places for the year 2000. Washington chose it for winter quarters for about
10, 000 men in 1777 at one of the low pomts in the Revolutionary War.

Two days before Christmas, he wrote:

?‘We have this day no less than 2,873 men in camp unfit for duty because they are barefooted and

‘10of2 ‘ ' © 6/28/2000 11:27 AM
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otherwise naked."
i An estimated 2,500 died from cold, hunger and a smallpox epidemit.

The buildings, including crude huts erected by the soldiers themselves, remained almost as
Washington left them until 1893, when the state of Pennsylvania set up a public park.

Six structures, including Washington's and the Marquis de Lafayette's quarters, are said to be
_suffering from extensive water damage and failed or failing roof systems. Lafayette served as an aide
to Washington during the war. -

Other sites added to the trust's list this yeér range from New York's Hudson River Valley to the Santa
Anita Race Track in Arcadia, Calif.

GRAPHIC: AP Photo WX108
LANGUAGE ENGLISH
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Soldiers and Airmen's Home
National Cemetery
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Upshur St |

Main Entrance

ol laseakel .

Capitol

Morth

BallField

to lakes
and gardens

North Capitol St
Gate

. Scale Gate
Rd

Golf
Course

UNITED
STATES
SOLDIERS &
AIRMENS
HOME

Morth Capitol St

The Soldiers' Home was established in 1851, as an "asylum for old and disabled veterans." Four of the original buildings
still stand and are listed as national historic landmarks. Two of the buildings, Quarters 1 and Anderson Cottage, served
as the summer White House for U.S. presidents -- Chester Arthur, Rutherford B. Hayes, James Buchanan, and most
notably Abraham Lincoln. : ' :

Lincoln lived at the Soldiers' Home, in what is now called Anderson Cottage. In fact, Lincoln spent one-fourth of his
presidency at Soldiers' Home, and it was here that he wrote the last draft of the Emancipation Proclamation.

Historic Anderson Cottage was constructed in 1842-43 as the home of George W. Riggs, who went on to establish the
famous Riggs National Bank in Washington, D.C. In 1851, the cottage and farm land surrounding it was purchased by
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the government to form the core of what is today the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home.

Nestled in the heart of our Nation's Capital on 320-acres of secure, park-like setting, nearly 1,300 veterans have found a
home. No longer called "The Old Soldiers' Home," the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home is a thriving. community.

- from the USSAH website

RETURN to the MAP PAGE
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‘The Anderson Cottage

Restoration set to begin

tEebruary-247 2000 was a banner day for The Lincoln Forum. On that day @3greup=o£E
chlstortans,;p‘res‘ei'v'étlomsts museum directors -army-generalsyarchitectsscolléctors;and—>
czemployees:of the National Trust for Historic Preservation and National Park Service,

gathered 1 for a meeting in the room where Abraham Lincoln changed the course of

American history. Adding to the diversity of the group, there was even a clergyman

_.A— oy e g e

meetmg ofﬁmally launched the effort to restore Anderson Cottage the re51dence of
Abraham Lincoln and his family durlng the summer and fall months of 1862, 1863, and
1864.

It is known that Lincoln and his family lived in this building for at least twelve and perhaps
as many as eighteen months of his term in office. It is also known that he composed the
second draft of the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, in the same room where the
meeting took place on February 24th. He composed that document on September 20, 1862,
shortly after receiving word from western Maryland that during the nighttime of September
18, having been fought to a standstill by the Army of the Potomac a day earlier, Robert E.
Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had re-crossed the Potomac River and returned to Virginia.

The Lincoln Forum has played an essential part in bringing about this meeting. At the first

- meeting of the Board of Directors of The Lincoln Forum in November 1996, Chairman
Frank Williams had appointed a special committee to inquire into the feasibility of restoring
this building. The efforts of that committee, and specifically Board member Chuck Platt, led
to a meeting at the offices of the National Trust for Historic Preservation in Washington.
Following that gathering, NTHP President Richard Moe committed his organization to the
restoration effort and specifically began to search for a funding source to underwrite the
preparation of a historic structure report. That report would include the preliminary
information necessary before any decision to proceed could be made. It would include
estimates of costs involved in such an undertaking, and would document information as to
the history of the structure, its present and past ownership, the physical changes in the
structure since the period when Lincoln and his family resided there, and other relevant
information that would be useful for short-term and long-range planmng regardmg the
restoration.

This past fall a funding source was found, a source very closely aligned with The Lincoln
Forum. Two members of the Lincoln Forum, Vice-Chairman Harold Holzer, and Board of
Advisers member David Long, were present at the meeting on February 24th, and Chairman
Frank Williams would have been there as well but for a previous commitment that required
him to be in Kansas. Dick Moe has indicated his belief that The Lincoln Forum should play
a central role not only in the restoration process, but in the eventual management and
oversight of the facility that will result from this restoration. He mentioned the possibility of
The Lincoln Forum establishing its national headquarters within the Center for the Study of
the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln, a vision Moe has for a future that would include an
institute where scholars could come to do serious research and writing in the subject area of
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mid- mneteenth century American hlstory

ThlS is an exciting prospect, and an initiative that would not have come about but for the
key roles that The Lincoln Forum and its members have played. Stay tuned for what may
very well become the most exciting and important historic preservation effort of the
twenty-first century.

-David E. Long, Co-editor of The Lincoln Forum Bulletin

David E. Long serves as Chairman of the committee. For further information about this
important project contact Professor Long at 919-328-6956 or 919-758-5369; or by fax at
919-328-6774. e-mail: Longd@mail.ecu.edu
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Abraham Lincoln's Retreat-

The Soldiers' Home
Washington, D.C.
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Click images for larger view.
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10One of America's greatest leaders drafted one

of the country's most important documents at

a presidential site known to few people today.

Abraham Lincoln spent one quarter of his

presidency at his summer residence, the

Soldiers' Home, where he drafted the

Emancipation Proclamation. The home, also
knewnras-AndersonrCottage since:188%4Pis

Iocated on the grounds of the 320-acre

campus of the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's

Home, just north of the U.S. Capitol in '
Washington, D.C. This national treasure lacks ' ;
the financial resources for a much-needed

restoration that would bring it to the forefront

{of America's historical consciousness.

In Memoriam

President's Note

View the Map:

Jointhe Trust

"The Soldiers' Home is probably the country's most significant Abraham
Lincoln site, because it is the only one associated with his presidency," said
National Trust President Richard Moe. "It is the only major Lincoln site in
the country that has not been restored. With proper funding for restoration
and education, it could become a great center of learning for all
Americans.” '

- History: Constructed from 1842-1843 as the home
of George W. Riggs, Jr., the retreat was purchased
in 1851 by the U.S. Government to form the core
of the U.S. Soldiers' Home, a 320-acre campus in
Washington, D.C. Known to the Lincoln family as.
"the Soldiers' Home," this 14-room Gothic Revival
cottage served as their summer residence from
1862 to 1864. It was later named after Brevet
Major Robert Anderson, who commanded Fort
Sumter at the outbreak of the Civil War and was an
advocate for establishing a home for soldiers.
Lincoln drafted the Emancipation Proclamation at
the retreat before presenting it to his Cabinet in
1862,

~—

oldiersome -was-designated-a-National-Historic-bandmark-i n—1973_3“:’
-itsrestablishment:as:thefirstiofsits kind-torhouse disabled-orretired—->>
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official project of Save America's Treasures.

Threat: This Gothic Revival cottage suffers from the
effects of time, use, and stress. Over the years it has @
been transformed from a country cottage to a

to a shrinking financial base for upkeep, only the
most basuc repalrs have been made to the cottage

Solution: By raising national awareness of the site, critical funding can.be
raised to ensure the full restoration and preservation of the interior
configuration and exterior appearance of the cottage. The site has the
potential to become an important Lincoln educational center, generating
research, scholarship and programming related to Lincoln's presidency.

TAKE ACTION

The National Trust is committed to making this site a key educational
center for understanding Abraham Lincoln's presidency. Principal tasks
include restoring the cottage's interior configuration and exterior
appearance to that of the Lincoln era and planning a diverse educational
program to involve families, school children, scholars, international visitors
and others in the rich history of the site. Historical interpretation of the
Lincoln retreat at the Soldiers' Home will reveal the evolution of Lincoln's
thinking during the Civil War, the significance of the Emancipation
Proclamation, Lincoln's family life at the home, and daily life in Washington,
D.C. for soldiers, freed blacks, fugitive slaves and ordinary citizens. The
Trust intends to link the Lincoln retreat to other national and local Lincoln
and Civil War-related sites and to use new technologies to make this
important historic resource accessible to as many Americans as possible.

To deliver these high-reaching goals, the Trust anticipates funding needs of
$5 million in the first five years of the restoration and educational
development project. If you desire more information on the Abraham
Lincoln Retreat at the Soldiers' Home or are in a position to contribute to or
endow the site in any way, please contact¢SaphiatLynn;projectiianager, at_ >
' rustsforzHistoriczPreservation-at-(202)-588-6308-or:email—r

: P

Visit the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home:
http:/ /www.afrh.com/sol-airm.htm

THP Home Feadhack Presejrv;tion Boaika Staff Services .
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