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U.S. Department of the Interior 

Save Ante rica's Treasures 
FY 2000 H'i.~toric Prescrvatio11 Fund Grants to Preserve 

Nationally Significant lntellcetual and Cultural Artifacts and Historic Structures and Sites 

APPLICATION 

Applicants must submit one (I) signed original and seven (7) copies of a complete application~ one (I) additional photocopy of 
this page for each projccL To receive 'an electronic version ·of this application, see Additionallnfonnation on page 7. 

1. PROJECT lNFORMA TION 

Historic Property or Collection Naroe Anderson Cottage. U.S. SoldierS and Airmen's Home 

Historic Property Address or Lo~ation of Collection ~R~o~ck~C~re:::;e~k~C"-!h!.::u~rc~h:..cR~o~a:::;d:.,;··------------------'--

City Washington, D.C. County __ _ Congres5ional District ~ State Zip 22903 , 

Tyre of project (selecc only one) 

Histori~ district ___ _ Site ___ _ Building _ _,x,___ Structure ___ _ Objeci~---

Arti ract ---- Collection--~- Document __ _ Monument ___ _ Worl.- of art ___ _ 

· Amount Requested (Federal share) $ ~~ ~0~00=0~00~--------~ TOTAL Project $.-'2"-'-'-'1 0"-'1'"'-l:..:.S:,;;:;O ____ _:__ 

2. PROJECT SPONSOR AND PROJECT DIRECTOR 

. Project Sponsor is a FEDERAL AGENCY NONPROFIT ENTITY X 

Authorizing Official N~me ____:R~ic:!!h.=arc::d:..:M~· ~o:::,e ___ ~--~---------------'-----------

Title President 

Organization Nationzl Trust for Historic Preservation 

Address 1785 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

City Washincton 

Phone 202-588-6 J 3 5 Fax 202-5&8-6082 

PROJECI' DIREcTOR (if different from Authorizing Offidlll) 

N11me _William Dupont 

Organization National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Address 1785 M~sachusetts A venue NW 

State _..D:;;,, C;:;;.,__ ____ -'-- Zip 20036 

e-mail Richard_ Moe@nthp.org 

Title Graham Gund Architect 

Cicy __ ~w~rum~m~m~on~-----------------------~-------- State .::DC;.:,:_ _____ _ zip 200'36 

Phone 20:1.-588-6261 

Richafd Moe 

ddrcss 1785 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

ity Washington· 

Fat 202-588-6232 e-mail William_Dupont@nthp.org 

sor must sigo and date th.is form. Signatu~ must~ original and in ink. 

Date 

Title _ ____:P:..:r::::e~si~d:::::en:i.lt'----------

Date March 30, 2000 

Zip~ State _,DC=--~--



4. OWNERSHIP Al'\D PROOF OF NONPROFIT STATUS 

Does the Project Sponsor ~Y.A.·n this. property'? 
Yes. _x __ No. 

If tile Project Sponsor does not own this property, a letter explaining the relationship between the owner and the Project Sponsor 
and the authority under which the Project Sponsor will be the grantee of record to \lndertake preservation work on the property musr 
be attached to this application. The letter must be on the owner's letterhead and must be signed by the owner's Authorizing Official. 

If the Proj«t Sponsor is not a Federal agenc;y, proof of nonprofit status must be a~che.d to this application. Guidance on 
acceptll.ble proofs of ncrtprofit status is provided on page 2 of the Guidelines and Application In~tructions. 

5. DocuMENTATION 
A minimum of four (4), .5"x7" or larcer black iUld white photographs must accomp:my the llPPlication. Two must b~ general views of 
the historic property or collection, and the other two must document the threat or damage. Photographs must be labeled. Photocopies 
and photographs submitted electronically will not be i!.cccpted. 

6. PROJECf SUMMARY 
ln the space below, briefly summarit:e the proposed project. Discuss the national significance of the resource, its current condition. the 
nahue of the threat, and the proposed preservation ar.dlor conseNation work. Do not i!.ttach continuation sheets. 

The Ande~on Cottage project involves the resto111tion of the 14-room Early Gothic Revival StrUcture in Wasllingten, DC, 
that served a.s President Lincoln's summer residence from 1862-1864. The Cottage derives its exceptional significance from the fact 
that Prtsident Lincoln spent approximl!tely one-quarter of his presideJ\c)' in Anderson Cottage and wrote the initial draft of the 
Emancipation Proclamation there, before presenting it to his Cabinet in 1&62. Today, Anderson Cottage stands in a state of obscurity 
and decline. TI1is project is designed to restore the site and develop it into~ premier learning center dedicated to enhancing 
unders~nding of Abraham Lincoln's presideney and his extraordin~ intellectual legacy. 

AnderSOn Cotta~e was built in 1842-43 as a country home for George W. Riggs, a prominent banker in Washington DC. ln 
185 I, the Cottage and farm land surrounding it were purchased by the federal government to form the core of what is known today as 
the U.S. Soldiers' and Ainnen's Home (USSAH), ~md the Cotta~e served as the first quarters for residents of the Home. In I 862, 
President Lincoln and his family were: offered the. \lse of Anderson Cottage as a retreat. The Lincolns lived there during 1he summer 
lllonths from 1862·1 &64 to escape the heat of the city and the inteose political pressures of being president during a period of great 
crisis in this country. Lincoln's need for tile solitude the Cottage provided to read and thittk was so great that he cootinued to ride out l 
there every evening, even at great risk to his personal safety. At least one assassination attempt lw been documented as Lincoln rode 
home to the Cottage one night and arrived ""ithout his trademark stovepipe hat. which was found the next rnoming with a hole shot 
through it. A landmark Copper Beach tree Lincoln played in with his childreJl stiU stmds next to the Cottage. While there are other 
sites and monuments with ties to Lincoln 1n Washington DC ~~.nd elsewhere, this is the only site in the country--other than the White 
House-- with strong personal and intelleetual ties to the Lincoln presidential years. 

The USSAH, which still owns the Cottage, is committed to its restoration, but Congressionally mandated military 
downsizing has had a major impact on the USSAH budget and it is wtable to undertake more than very basic maintenance on the 
building. The major mechanical S)'Stems are deteriorating, paint is peeling, and original woodwork continues to decay. }\eccgnizing 
that without outside help this national treasllre will continue to deteriorate, the USSAH signed a cooperative agreement with the 
Naticnal Trust for Historic Preser•ation to devise a progmn for the preservation and interpretation of Anderson Cottage. A number 
of p&'Ulers have joined in the effort. Prominent Lincoln scholars and ccllectors have indicated a strong inte~st in assistir.g. Scholars 
from the Lincoln Forum and elsewhere have agreed to help conduct research needed to adv~~nce aU aspects of the project. Congress 
bas directed the National Park Service to cooduct a Special R.esowce Study for the sire, to examine alternatives for preserving and 
intetpreting the aspects of American history related to Anderson Cottage. The National Trust intends tO list Anderson Cottage as one 
of its 11 Most Endangered Sites this year to draw attention to this ext(emely important, but deteriorating, site. 

The National Trust!$ applying for a Save America's Treasures grant to help fund the physical rcstor<rtion.ofthe Cottage~ so it 
can serve as a setting for families, school ohildren. scholan and international visitors to learn atNut one of our greatest presidents and 
L1is tnmsformational perio~ in American history. Resources are being raised simultaneously from other sources to advance the 
educational mission ofthe project. The overall objective is larger than the work described in this grant request, and is expected to cost 
$4.8 million to implerr.cnt. Sub~quent project phases will include exhibit desien and fab~ation, artifact acquisition, historical 
1esearch, developmer.t of educational materials, and enhanc~:ment of public amenities. 

FY2000 Fede~l S<lve America's Treasures Grant Application Fonn Page 2 of & 



~RSIUPA~D PROOF OF NONPROFIT STATUS 

Jject Sponsor \1'Nn this property'? 
_K_No. 

:ct Sponsor does not OWJl this property, a letter explaining the relationship between the owner and the Project Sponsor 
1ority under which the Project Sponsor will be the grantee of record to undertake preservation work on the property musl 
to this application. The letter must be on the owner's letterhead and must be signed by the owner's Authorizing Official. 

~t Sponsor is not a Feder.:~. I agency, proof of nonprofit $latus must be atta.che.d to this application. Guidance on 
proofs of nonprofit status is provided on page 2 of the Guidelines and Application ln~tructioos. 

UMENT.ATION n of four (4), 5"x7" or larger black and white photographs must accompany the applicati0l1. Two must be general views of 
:property or collection, and the other two must document the threat or damage. Photographs must be labeled. Photocopies 

;raphs submitted electronically will not be accepted. 

JECf SUMMARY ~e below, briefly surnmari.t:e the proposed project. Discuss the national significance of the resource, its current condition. the 
:he threat. nnd the proposed preservation ar.dlor conservation work. Do not attach continuation sheets. 

[he Ande~on Cottage project inYolves the resto~tion of the 14-room Early Gothic Revival Structure in Wasl1i.ngton, DC, 
d as President Lincoln's summer residence from 1862-1864. The Cotta&e derives its exceptional significance from the fact 
dent Lincoln spent approximetely one-quarter of his preside11c)' in Anderson Cottage and wrote the initial draft of the 
ttion Proclamation there, before presenting it to his Cabinet in 1&62. Today, Anderson Cottage stands in a state of obscurity 
ne. TI1is project is designed to restore the $ite and develop it into a premier learning center dedicated to enhancing 
1ding of Abra."tam Lincoln's presidency and his extra.ordinuy intellectual legacy. 

AnderSOn Cotta~e was built in 1842-43 as a country home for George W. Riggs, a prominent banker in Washington DC. In 
:Cottage and farm land surrounding it were purchased by the federal goverwnent to form the core of what is known today as 
Soldiers' and Ainnen's Home (USSAH), ~~nd the Cotta~e served as the first quarters for residents of the Home. In 1861, 
t Lill.c.oln and his family were offered the use of Anderson Cottage as a retreat. The Lincolns lived there during the summer 
:rom 1862·1&64 to escape the heat of the city e.nd the intecse political pressures of being president during a p~riod of great 
this country. Lincoln's need for the solitude the Cottage provided to read IIIld think was so great that he continued to ride out 
ery evening, even at great risk to his personal safety. At least one assassination attempt has been documented as Lincoln rode 
the Cottage one night and arrived v.ithout his trademark stovepipe hat, which was fowtd the. next momin~ with a hole shot 
it. A landmark Copper Beach tree Lincoln played in with his children stiU mnds next to the Cottllf;e. While there are other 
j monum~ts wim ties to Lincoln in Washington DC I!Ild elsewhere, this is the only site in the country--other than the White 
. with strong personal and intel~Nal ties to the Lincoln presidential years. 

The USSAH, which still owns the Cottage, is committed to its restoration, but Congressionally mandated military 
z.ing ha! had a major impact on t~c USSAH budget and it is Wlable to undenake more than very basic maintenance on the 
g. The major mechanical S)'Stems are deteriorating, paint is peeling, lllld original woodwork continues to decay. Recognizing 
hout outside help this national treas\lre will continue to deteriorate, the USSAH signed u cooperative agreement with the 
,1 Trust for Historic Preser..-ation to devise ;s. program for the preservation and interpretation of Aoderson eonage. A number 
1ers have joined in the effort. Prominent Lincoln scholars lllld collectors have indicated a strong inte~st in assisting. Scholars 
1e Lincoln Forum and elsewhere have agreed to help conduct research needed to advance all aspects of the project. Congress 
ected the NatiOllal Park Service to conduct a Special Resource Study for the sire, to examine alternatives for preserving and 
ding the aspects of American history related to Anderson Cottage. The National TNst intends tO list Anderson Cottage a:; one 
1 Most Endangeced Sites this year to draw attention to thls extremely important, btlt deteriorating, site. 

The National Trust :$ applying fot a Save America's Treasures grant to help fund the physical restor<Jtion of the Conage. so it 
rve as a. sening for familie~. school children. scholan and intemationa.l visiton to learn about one of our greatest presidents and 
msfonnational period in American history. Resources are being raised simultaneously from other sources to advance the 
tiona! mission of the project. The overall objective is larger than the work described in this grant request, and is expected to cost 
r~illion to implement. Subsequent project phases will include exhibit design and fab~ation, artifact acquisition, historical 
ch, developmer.t of educatio11al materials, and enhancement of public amenities. 
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-----------------------------------------------------------~------------------------------------
'7. NATIPNAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Eligible !1istoric properties and collections must be nationally significant. Complete either section A or section B, as app,opriarc. 

A. FOR lliSTORIC PROPERTIES: 

The district, site, building, structure, or object~ 

_....:.x:..-_is designated a National Historic Landmark. 
_...;x.._· _is listed in the National Register of Hi~toric Places for its national significance. 

has been determined eligibl~ for listing in the National Register of Historic Places for its national significance by the Kcc.per 

of the National Register. 

___ The State HiS1oric Preservation Office has detennined this district, :site building, structure or object eligible fer listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places for its national $ignificance. Documentation of this determination (such as letter fro1n the 
State Historic Preservation Office) must be attached to this application. · 

B. FOR COLLECTIONS: lr. tl1e space below, provide a brief justification of national significance. Guidance on national 

s(gnlficance is provided in the Guidelines and Application Instructions. 

FY2000 Federal Save America's Treasures Grant Application Forrn 



8. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A. WHAT IS THE THREAT TO TUE HISTORIC PROPERTY OR COLLECTION? In the space below, briefly describe the source 
and cffect(s) of the threat, danger or damage to the historic property or collection. 

Since \990. funding from the active duty pay and deductions that support USSAH have dropped l>y 39%. This has created a budget 
crisis requiring USSAH to discontinue most use and all but the most basic maintenance work on Anderson Cottage. 

The USSAH uses a portion of the first !loor of Anderson Cottage for offices, but the remainder is vacant. Water is seeping through the 
basement walls and damaging them. E.lccttlcal and plumbing systems are antiquated 11I1d deteriorating. There is lead paint throughout 
the basement and third floor of the Cottage, which is peeling badly and needs to be removed. The pipes for the hot water radiator 
heating sy~cm are over roo years old, and many of the radiators are leakin& and damaging floors and i.nterior woodwork that date 
from Lincoln's time. A number of the windows leak, causing rotting oflower sash rails and window sills. 

The USSAH does all it can to maintain the exterior of the building, but severe budget shortfalls mean the rtructure will receive 
minimal maintenance from this point forward. Without the infusion of outside money and effort, this extraordinary presidentia 
just minutes from downtown Washington, will continue to deteriorate and will never be restored and interpreted for public ben1 

B. WHAT WORK WILL BE SUPPORTED BY THIS GRANT1 In the spaee below, briefly describe the key project work eletr 1 
be supported by this grant and the requin':d non-Federal matching share. Describe how the work will significantly diminish or 
c:liminate lhe threat, danger or damage described above. On a separat~ sheet, provide a timeline for project completion, includit 
major activity with a schedule for its completion ancl. its cort. 

In 1985, the U SSAH hired the firm of Geier Brown Renfroe Architects to conduct a comprehensive Historic Stxucturc Report ~ 
Restoration Plan for the site. In February 2000, The National Trust convened a forum of nationally prominect individuals tore 
and revise the 1985 Study. Out of that forum came the plan to restore the Cottage to the Lincoln era and develop it into a prem 
Lincoln leaming center. The Save America's Treasures Orant will be used to help fund the restoration of the Cottage to the wa;- 1, 

looked in Lincoln's Day. Restoration activities will Include 1.) restoring the roof, gutters and eJCterior of the Cottage to its early 1860's 
appearance 2.) reconstructing or repairing missing or altered windows, shutters, trim and verandah elements; 3 .) removing an exterior 
elevator and wing added after the Lincoln period, and replacing rotted windowsill, latticework and o:her wood detailing inside and 
out; 4.) restoring interior finishes in the first and second floor rooms; 5.) providing handicapped accessibility; 6.) adding a fire 
suppression system md new interior fire r~ted stair; 7 .) providing new HVAC and electrical systems; S .) renovating the bathrooms; 
and 9.) restoring the walkways leading to the Cottage, ptus road and parking improvements and signage. This work is designed to 
11ddress all of the problems and deterioriltion described above. The restontion effort will be guided at every step by <~uthemicity: 
restoring the spaces and architectural details still in pla~e from Lincoln's time, to create a setting for interpretation and educdional 
programming tbat expands understanding ofthe Lincoln presidency. 

The project will be done in phases, as set forth in the attached timeline, but all the work will be done in a way that allows full 
restoration to occur as funds become available. ,. 

C. WRA T lS THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THIS PROJECT? ln the 'space below, briefly describe the edllcational, interpretive 
and/or training value oftbis project to the American people. 

The primary miss ion of restoration and prognunming at Anderson Cottage will be education. Tbe site will be open to the pub lie, and 
in particular school children., largely through orgiD\i.zed tours, and it will allow visitors to Jearn about Lincoln and his ideas in a place 
where he lived during arguilbly the most critical period In our nation'' hi~tory. Educational programming will focus on Lincoln as 
Pruident dwing his time at lhe Cottage; Lincoln famil)' life; the evolution of Lincoln's thinking during the Civil War; the role of the 
Emancipation Proclam~tion in American hi:;tory; the :~ignlficance of Lincoln's presidency for African Alllerican history; and daily life 
in Washington, DC during the Civil War. Period rooms, educational exhibit.'!, tours of nearby buildings and grounds, new interpretive 
technologies, and computer work stations will all be used to allow visitors to Jearn about Lincoln in places where Lincoln himself 
slept, waJked, and wrote. CoMections will be developed between Lincoln and Civil War sites in Washington and around the country 
and with universities with roajor Lincoln studies proerams. A restored Anderson O;>ttage, located just fifteec minutes from the Mall 
in downtown Washln~on, DC will be attnlctive to a wide range of audiences including families, school children and teachers, Civil 
Wllr enthusiasts, scholars of Lincoln, the Ci\'il War IUld American history, and international visitors. Programming. will be developed 
far people who visit the site in person and those who travel to it over the internet. It is envisioned this will b~orite one of the premier 
Lincoln learning centers in the count!)', generating research, scholarship and programming related to Lincoln's Presidency of the sort 
generated about Thomas Jefferson at The Monticello Int:emational Center for Jefferson Studies at Monticello in Ch;ulottesville, VA. 

FY2000 Federal Save America's Treasures Grant Application Form Page 4 of8 



9. PROJECT BUDGET AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

A. PROJECT BUDGET . . · 
Using this budget fonnat, outline the project budiet on a separate sheet. Each cost item must clearly show how the total charge for " 
that Item was dctennined. All major· co~t.s should be listed in bydget categories similar to those listed below. and ail cost items should 
be explained in the narrative of the application. All non-Federal rn~J:tching share must be contributed during the grant period, which 
begins when the grant agreement is signed by both the grantee and the National Park Service. 

1. Personnel. Provide the names and titles of key project pe~onoel. Please no<e that grant fUnds may not be used to pay federal 
employee salaries, nor may Federal salaries be used as match/cost share. 

\• N'AI11etritle of Position Wage or Salary Federal Grant Match /OJst Total 
Funds Share (if any) 

Project Mai'\agcr, to be hired (75%) S\05,000 $30,000 $75,000 $105,000, 

Graham Gund Architect (7%) $12,320 so $12,320 $12,320 

Director of Jnterprctation/Education (4%) $4,800 so $4,800 $4,800 

Administrative Assistant (10%) $6,200 $0 $6,200 $6,200 
.. 

Subtotal $30,000.00 $98,320.00 $128,320.00 

l. Fringe Benefits. If more tl1an one rate is used, list each rate and the wage or sala.ry base·.· 

Rate Salary or Wage Federal Graiit Match I Cost Total 
Base Funds Share (if auy) 

20%of $128.320.00 $6,000 $19,664 $25,664.00 

Subtotz.l $6,000 $19,664 $25,61)4.00 

3: Consulumt Fees .. This should'include payments for professional and tedmiCl!l consultants partieipatirtg in the project. 

Name and Type of Consultar.t t# of Daily Rate of Federal Grant Match/Cost Share Total 
.Days Compe11Sation Funds (if any) 

Architect & Engineers Lump $\llll fee $94,500 $94,500 $189,000 
Museutn Climat~ Management \ 

S pecialist!Engineer Lump sum fee $7,500 $7,500 $15,000 
Decorative Finish. 
Specialist/Microscopist Lump sum fee $12,000 $12,000 $24,000 

Security System Specialist Lumpsum!ee $6,000 $6,000 $12,000 

Reimbursable expenses Not applicable $ 12,350 $ 12,350 $24,700 

Subtotal $132,3~0.00 $132,330.00 $264,700.00 

FY2000 Federal Save America's Treasures Grant Applieation Form Page 5 of I 
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4. Travel and Per Diem. Indicate the num\.Jer of per~ons traveling, the total days they will be in travel status, and the total 
3ubsistence and tr<~mpc·~ation costs. ' 

Fro milo #of #of Subsistence Transportation Federal Matr:h!Cost Toto I 
People Travel Costs (Lod&ing Costs (Airfare a:td Grant Funds Share (if 

Days 'and Per Dierr.) Mileage) any) 

$ $ $ 

Subtotal $ $ s 

5. Office Supplies and Materials. Include consumable supplies and materials to be used in the project and any items.of 
expendable equipment. i.e., equipm~nt costing less than $500 or with an estimated useful life of less than two years. Equipme11t 
costing more than that s.hould be listed in theEquipment category (Categol)' 6, below). 

llem Cost 

Office supplies and f1lm 

Subtotal 

0 

F cderal Grant 
Funds 

$0 

Match/Cost Share 
(if any) 

$6,000 

$6,000 

Total 

$6,000 

$6,000.00 

6. Equipment. List all equipment iteros in e)(.cess of$500. Items worth less th;m $500 or that haYe a useful life of less than two 
years must be liste& in the Supplies and Materiels category (Category 5, above). 

Item Cost 

$ 

Subtotal 

7. Construction/Conserntion Materials. 

Item· Cost 

Site work: walks, drives, parking, signage s 93,000 

Exterior restoration s 375,000 

interior repairs and improvements $ 156,000 

Interior paint & decorative finlshes $281,000 

. Life Safety: f1re stair & sprinklers $ 138,000 . 

Eievator s 125,000 

Replace HVAC &. Electric . s 456,000 

Subtotil 

Federal Grant 
Funds 

$ 

Federal Gnnt 
Funds 

$46,500 

$ 181,500 
.' 

s 78,000 

$ 140,500 

$69,000 

'$ 62,500 

$ 22&,000 .. 

$312,0<>0.00 

FY2000 Federal Save America's Treasures Grant Appli~iion Fonn 

Match/Cost Share 
(if any) 

$ 

s 

. ' '~ ... 
' ......... 

". 

Match/Cost Share 
(if any) 

$45,500 

$ 187,500 

s 78,000 

$140,500 

$69,000 

$62,500 

s 228,000 

$812,000.00 

Total 

$ 

$ 

Total 

s 93,000 

s 375,000 

$ 156,000 

s 281,000 

$ 138,000 

$ 125,000 

$456,000 

$1,624,000.00 
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.. 
8. Other. 

Item 

Indirect costs not exce¢ding 25% of b<~se 
cost 

Subtotal 

.. 

' Category 

1. Personnel 

;2.. Fringe Benefits 

3. Consultant Fees 

4. Travd and Per Diem 

5. Supplies an<:! Materials 

6. Equipment 

7. Construction/Conservation Materia Is 

8. Other 

TOTAL PRO.f£C'f COSTS. 

Cost 

Base"" 
$209,984 

Federal Grant 
Funds 

$ 19,650 

s 19,650 

BUDGET SUMMARY .. " 

Enter category totals·, here·. 

•.'''': 

... 
'··. 

··. 

Match I Cost Share 
(if any) 

$32,846 

s 32,846 

$52,496 

$52,496.00 

Federal Grant Funds Match/Cost Share Total 

$ 30,000 . $ 98,320.00 $ 128,320.00. 

$6,000.00 s 19,664.00 $ 25,664.00 

$ 132,350.00 ' $ 132,350.00 $264,700.00 
I 

$0 $0 so· 

so $6,000.00 $6,000.00 

$0 $0 so 

$ 812,000.00 $ 812,000.00 $ 1,6Z4,ooo.oo 

$ 19,650.00 s 32,846.00 $52,496.00 

$1,000,000.00 $1,101,180.00 $2,101,180.00 

FY2000 Federai Save America's Treasures Grant Application Form 
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B. WHAT A((ETI-IE. SOURCES OF THE NON-FEDERAL MATC1UNG SHJ.R£? 
List the sources and amounts of the required dollar-for-dollar non-Fed~rel matching share. Is the matching share secured and 

availilblc'l If 110t, ¢xp\ain. 

Of the $1. I million in matching funds budgeted for this phase of the project, the National Trust already has secured S3S0,000 
from the Mark Taper Foundation ($150,000 grant) and the Gilder Lehrman Foundation ($200,000 pledge). In addition, the National 
Trust has pledged$ 156,830 of ils owo funds for personnel, fringe bene tits, office supplies and indirect co.sts. The balance of 
$594,:350 will come from individuals, foundations and cotporations that have been identified by project advisors and supponers. The 
National Trust's r~sourees development and historic sites staff will work with the president's office a.nd Save America's Treas\lres to 
submit requests for additional private funding. Work is underway to secure the funds, and it is 8Jlticipated that al\ money for the 

restoration project wil\ be raised by April200l. 

c. NoN 4 FEDERAL APrLICANTS ONLY 
Organization's non-Federal operating budget for the most recently completed fiscal year: 

Year FY1999 
Non-Federal budget -"'$:::..:3 8;:,.:.2::,!7~5..:::.B~26"--'-----..;......:.-

FOR ADDITIONAL lNFORMA TION 
Questions and requests for an electronic ''crsion of me instructions and application may be addressed to: 

Institute of Museum aJJd Llb.-aryService~ 
Telephone 202.606.tS47 
E-mail mekennelly@imls.gov 

Nat!Qnal Endowment for the Humanities 
Telephone 202.606.8570 
E-mail I!'-eservation@neh.gov 

Website http/fimls.g.ov National Park Service 

National Endowment for the Arts 
Telephone 202.6&2.5489 
E-mail n1cla12ehm@arts.endow.gov 

Telephone 202.343.9570 
E-mail trea.sures@nps.gov 
Website http://grants.cr.nps.gov/Millennium 

.APPLICATION SUBl\fiSSION 
A.pplicatio!ls must be submitted In hard copy. Faxed applications ami applications submitttd eleetronically will not be 
accepted. Applications not postmarked by the deadline and incomplete applications will not be considered. -

A c.omplete ;1pplication paeka&e Is: 
• One (1) original application and supporting documentS, includWg; 

• Original Authorizillg Official signature; for Federlll Agencies, this is t'te agency head (see #3). 

• Proof of nonprofit statlls, ifapplicab le (see #4 ). 
• Minimum of four (4) 5"x7" or larger black and white phowgraphs (see #S). 
• Documentation of detcm.illa.tion of eligibility for listing in the National Register, if applicable (see #7) 

• Timeline for project completion (see #8B) · · 
• Detailed budget (see #9). · . 

• Seven (7) copies of the complete application. package, including original photographs, not photocopies. 
• One (1) additional photocopy of page one of the 11pplication. 

AppliC1ltions must be postmarked by March 31,2000. 

SEND APPLICATIONS TO 
For regular U.S. Postal Service Mail 
incl~ding U.S. Priority 2-3 day mail 

National Park Service 
Heritage Preservation &rvice5 
l 849 C Street, NW - NC330 

: Washington, D.C. 20240 
Attention: Save America's Treasures 

FY2000 Federal Save America's Treasures Grant Application Form 

Fc;n· overnight mail or courier sen· ice ONLY 
Federal Express, DHL, UPS, etc. 

Sa.ve.America's Treasures 
National Patk Service 
Heritage Preservation Services 
Suite 330 
800 North Capitol Street. NW 
Washington. D.C. 20002 .. (202) 343-9570. 
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CEo r.u m-o n-the-Eiltu re_o f:Anderso·il-::Cottage 
c:Eci>Fillft:y..:2:k2000? 

U.S. Sohliers and Airmen's Home 
Washington, D.C. 

Executive Briefing Memo 

The following is a summary of information related to the history and future of Anderson 
Cottage. More information on all of these top~cs is available in the enclosed briefing 
book. 

1. History of the Site 

Early History. The 14-room Early Gothic .Revival structure now known as Anderson 
Cottage was built in 1842-43 as a country home for George W. Riggs, a prominent 
banker in Washington D.C., who went on to found Riggs National Bank. In 1851, the 
cottage and farm land surrounding it were purchased by the government to f~rm the co~e 
of what is known today as the U. S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home ·(USSAH). The former 
Rigg's dwelling served as the first quarters for the residents of the Home. The Cott~ge 
was named for Major Robert Anderson, who commanded the Union's Fort Sumter where 
the Civil War'.s first volleys were fired. · 

Lincoln Period. Anderson Cottage derives its extraordinary significance from the fact 
that President Lincoln spent approximately one-quarter of his presidency in -Anderson , 
Cottage and wrote the final draft of the Emancipation Proclamation there, before riding to 

· the Capital to present it to his Cabinet in 1862. Lincoln and his family used the Cottage, 
which they referred to simply as. "the Soldiers' Home", during the summer months from 
1862-64 as a. respite from the heat of the city and the intense political pressures of being 
president during a period ·of great crisisin this country. Lincoln's need' for the solitude 
the cottage provided to read and thinkwas so great that he continued to ride out to the 
Home ev~ry evening, even at great risk to hi's personal safety. 

Additional Significance. In addition to Lincoln's. use of Anderson Cottage, it served as . 
the Summer White House for Presidents Rutherford B. Hayes, C~ester Arthur and 
Ulysees S. Grant. The Sherman Dormitory Tower adjacent to Anderson Cottage, built in· 
1852, was used throughout the Civil War as a .signal platform t.o. observe the maneuvers 
of confederate forces, and the information.was se~t to Army headquarters in downtown 
Washington. The historic landscape that evolved at the Soldiers' Home, designed and 
influenced by landscape architects· Andrew Jackson Downing and Fredrick Law Olmsted, 
functioned as a large open-air park in the late 1800s and. early 1900s, until traffic and 
security concern~: .caused it to· be closed to the geneml pubiic. · 

His.toric Designat~9ns. lir::1:.9?~:;:th_e:S.~G.r.etc;t.ry: of-the-!!1-i~i or~~(!§ig!lll~c;i.:Aod.e~spJJ' . 
~age~ three adjacent Civil War Structures--Sherman Bu,il.d.ing S9uth, and Quarters., I 
and 2, and six acres of land, ct.:Nationa[HiSt:oricJ.::anomar@ This designation 

Jrt"f7u,.. ~~ 
·v ··o .. ~ ':1'J? 
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automatically placed the Cottage on the National Register of Historic Places, meaning 
that any federal funds ~sed to restore the building are subject to review under Section 106 
of the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act. The Cottage is also a Category II · 
Landmark under the District of Columbia's Historic Landmark and Historic District 
Protection Act, and any changes would be subject to review by the District of Columbia's 

· Historic Preservation J3oard and the National Capital Planning Commission. 

· 2. Status and Condition of the Cottage Today 

Current Ownership imd Use. Anderson Cottage is owned by the USSAH, one of two 
homes that comprise the Armed Forces Retirement Home, an independent Federal 
Agency. The first floor is occupied by the Public Affairs Officer and staff of the 
USSAH. They conduct ad-hoc historical tours of the building and grounds for historical 
organizations, colleges and schools, and interested individuals. The basement, second 
and third floors are vabant. 

Condition of the Site: In 1985, the USSAH commissioned a Historic Structures Report 
of the Cottage by Geier, Brown, Renfrow Architects, a' firm specializing in historic 
preservation. It confirmed that the exterior of the building is in excellent condition, and 
remains virtually u'nchanged from Lincoln's day, except for a few minor features. The· 
interior of the building appears to be structurally sound and retains the original fireplace 
mantles, stair banisters, and some of the windows and interior shutters. The 1st , 2nd and 
3rdfloor interior floor 1plans are basically intact from Lincoln's day. The basement 
appears to be significantly altered from its earlier use as a kitchen. Years of limited 
budgets at USSAH have left the interior of the Cottage with peeling paint and antiquated 
plumbing, heating and electrical systems. 

Prospects for the Fut,ure. The USSAH is committed to the restoration of Anderson 
· Cottage because of its 'unique place in our nation's history ·and the history of the· Home, 

but Congressionally-mandated military downsizing has had a major impact on the . 
. USSAH budget. Sinc.e 1990, 'funding. from the active duty pay and deductions that .. 
support the Home have dropped 39 percent, leaving the USSAH with serious budget 
deficits.· While the U$SAH is prepared to continue to provide day-today maintenance of 
the Cottage, it cannot provide any funding for capital improvements or staffing to restore, 

, interpret and manage the Cottage· as an historic site. Recognizing these limitations, in' 
October 1999, the US~AH signed a cooperative agreement with the National Trust to 
devise a program for ~he preservation· and interpretation of Anderson Cottage. This 
Forum represents a major first step in the implementation of that agreement. 

. II . - .. 

·, 

3. Architectural Restoration Cost Estimates 

. , I . 

1985 Cost Estimate. The· February 1985' Anderson Cottage Historic Structures Report 
done by Geier, Brown, Renfrow Architects, included analysis of construction techniques, 
mechanical syst~ms, ahd architectural detailing, paintand mortar. Itwovided a.. . 
comprehensive cost e~timate for architectural restoration of the building to the Lin~oln 
,period arid first class !Jluseum ,space. . .. . . ' ' . . ,, .. r 
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\ I 

: rt· 
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. Current Estimate. The 1985 architectural restoration cost. estimates have been revisited· 
and updated by Baird Smith of Quinn/Evans Architects, one of the members of the 
original Geier, Brown, Renfrow team. The revised estimates indicate a range of 
restoration costs from'·$850,000 to complete a simple adaptive use rehabilitation of 
Anderson Cottage for office use, to $ 1,755,000 to complete a museum quality· 
architectural restoration of the entire Cottage to the Lincoln period. · 

Funding Possibilities. The National Trust intends to su.bmit an application in the next 
round of the federal Save America's Treasures grant program, administered by the 

·National Park Service, for a portion of the funds needed to restore the Cottage. Private 
funding would have to be secured to match the federal funding. 

4. Interpretive/Use Possibilities·and Estimated Operating Costs 

Interpretive/Use Possibiliti~s. The· major objective of restoring Anderson Cottage is to 
establish the site as one of the nation's premier historic sites, withlinks to other Civil War' 
and Lincoln attractions within the D.C. region. This is expected to include establishing 
educational opportunities for school children and adults that will tell the stories of the 
Civil War in Washington, Lincoln, and his period of occupancy, including information on 
the writing of the Emancipation ProClamation. This may involve creating one or more 
furnished period rooms to show the Lincoln occupancy. It may involve professionally 
developed exhibits to help tell the most compelling stories, use of audio-guides, virtual 
reality, or other emerging interpretive technologies .. In addition to educational displays 
and programming, other uses being considered include using some of the Cottage as a 
study center for Lincoln scholars and others, and rental of portions of the space to 
compatible non-profit organizations to generate revenue and help oversee the site. 

Constraints. Given the central location of the Cottage on the USSAH campus, numbers 
of visitors, hours of visitation, parking' and other considerations must be carefully 
designed in ways 'that will be compatible with the ongoing operation ofUSSAH, and: 
ensure the safety of the residents. 

Operating.Costs. The USSAH has agreed to provide day-to-day maintenance of the· 
building, i.e. changing light bulbs, fixing water and plumbing problems, etc. It has· also 
agreed to pay for utilities; maintain the grounds, and provide security for the site. Th~y 

· are not able to provide funds for capital improvements or to staff and operate the Cottage. 
Operating costs will vary significantly, depending on the use of the site. The most costly 
option would be to ·operate the entire Cottage as 'a museum/interpretive site, with the 
associated costs offurnish1ng period rooms and developing exhibits. The estimated' costs. 
for this include approximately $1, 150,'000 'in initial museum development costs for 
project management, exhibit design and fabncation, arid programming development, with 
an estimated $470,000 in annual staffing and"other'operating costs thereafter .. These 
C<?sts could be reduced, 'if less of the Cottage were open to the public, and/or portions of 
the Cottage were rented or shared with other compatible organizations or institutions. 

3 
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5. Management and Partnership Opportunities 

Because of its central location and the fact that the Cottage is intimately tied to the 
history of the Home itself, the USSAH wishes to retain permanent ownership of 
Anderson Cottage. H¢wever, given its interest in the restoration of the Cottage and its 
lack of resources to accomplish this on its own, USSAH is interested in entering into 
partnerships with othe~ agencies or.non-profit organizations to restore; interpret and 
manage the property. :The following is a brief overview of the some the management and 
partnership options id¢ntified to date. A fuller discussion of these alternatives can be 
found in that section ~fthe briefing book. 

Management Alternatives. A number of management alternatives have been identified, 
including setting up a new independent non-profit organization, either independently or 
in collaboration with the National Trust. Discussions may identify other management 
options or variations on this alternative. All of the options identified so far would involve 
setting up new management or advisory boards to govern the ~ite. All would involve 
entering into a cooper~tive agreement with the USSAH that set out the terms and 
responsibilities of the various parties, 

I 

I . 
Potential Relationships with the National Park Service. It is not anticipated that 
Anderson Cottage would become atull-fledged.NPS site. However, there appear to be a 
number of advantages :to it becoming an NPS '"'Affiliated Area" This term refers to 
areas the Park Service:is associated with, but does not own or manage. Affiliated Areas 

· are eligible to receive :technical assistance, NPS funding, and other benefits, depending 
on the nature of the cooperative agreement that is signed between the management entity 

I ' ' . , 

and the NPS. The NPS has received Corigr~ssional funding to carry out a Special 
Resource Study on Anderson Cottage to explore the most appropriate means to preserve 
and interpret this aspe,ct of American history, including possible relationships with the· 
Park Service.· The Park Service is finalizing a coqperative agreement with the National 
Trust to carry.out this study. 

Other Potential Partnerships. The National Trust has begun to explore a wide range of 
additional partn~rship.~ that would be crucial to successful restoration, interpretation and 
use of Anderson Cott(ige. This includes working with the Lincoln Forum, a national , 
consortium of Lincoln scholars willing to !lelp with research on the site. It also includes 
working with HowardiUniversity and other institutions of higher education in the region 
with a particular interest in the site. It involves working with representatives of the D.,C. 
government to explor~ the potential .e.conomic and heritage tourism benefits of ~ile site, 
and conv.ersations with the DC H~ritage Tourism Coalition. This summer, the Tourism 

.· . . I . 

Coalition.is ~aunching:a Civil War. Trail in downtown D.C. that will highlight other Civil 
War sites in the vicinity, like Anderson Cottage. Finally, the Trust has been looking at 
the possibility of using USSAH residents as tour guid.es, and any oth.er partnerships that 
might facilitate the qperation of Anderson Cottage as a premier historic site. 
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Appendix 

Anderson Cottage has been the focus of numerous studies over the past 15 years. A list 
of available studies is provided in the back of the briefing book, along with a selection of 
news clippings related to the site. J 
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Section #1: History of the Site 

• 1985 Historic Structure Report (excerpts) 
• Site Map 
• National Historic Landmark application 
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INTRODUCTION 

Anderson Cottage, located at th'e United States Soldiers 1 and Airmen 1 s 

Home is.an authentic architectural and historical document. As a record 

of the evolution of 'Washington City, the Presidency of the United States, 

military history, architectural style and it survives virtually intact and 

has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places, along with 

Scott Hall and Quarters 1 and 2, as a National Historic Landmark (listed 

in 1974). It is an important historic resource that requires objective 

evaluation. 

Realizing the significance of Anderson Cottage, the United States 

Soldiers' and Airmen's Home engaged the professional se.rvices· of Geier 

Brown Renfrow Architects, an architectural firm specializing in historic 

preservation, to assemble documentary materials relating to ·the history 
t 

and evolution of the building and to conduct a comprehensive survey of the 

·existing building. Information has been: gathered to formulate .immediat·e 

strategies for repair, and long range.goals for the 

preservation/restoration of the Cottage and its site. The results of this 

investigative research and documentation are contained. in this Historic 

Structure Report. Concurrently, a Preservation Master ~lan for the.study 

of th,e other· existing buildings. (appro.ximatel~ ,7Q) at the United. States,.· 
·!· . 

Soldiers 1 and Airmen 1 s Home is also unde~ay by Geier Brown. Renfrow. ·.This' 
,J·. 
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plan complements1 the preservation strategies for Anderson Cottage. 

The Historic'· Structure Report for Anderson Cottage: I· 

l. In Part. I, documents and analyzes the building's orig~nal 

co~struction and successive alterations through historical, 
i, 

ph~sical and pictorial data. 

2. Ev~luates and documents the existing condition of the 

. 3'. 

bu~lding 1 s architectural materials and the structural 

cohdition in Part II, and 

1 . 

Proposes appropriate treatments for restora~ion and 
I' 

preservation, in Patt III. 

This Historic Stfucture Report will' serve as the planning document and the 
I 

basis for the deyelopment of construction drawings and specifications for· 
. . rl 

the restoration.: ,, 
i: 

The task of preservation of a historic building requires that a 

preservation architect follow a disciplined approach using investigative 
;; . 

procedures, consultant specialists, scientific technology and a myriad of 

resources and dotuments to fit the pieces of t·he puzzle together. 

Before dete~ining the preservation scheme, the research team 

assembled the do~umentary ~terials relating to the site and the 

building. · Plans ::and specifications, photographs, and a variety of 

historical documents were stud.ied in depth. Paint and mortar analyses and 
,I 

on-site physical:probing'and recording provided a better understanding of 
·, 

the changes and uiodifications tJiat the dwelling had undergone since its 
'[. 

original constru~tion. The historical data combined with the scientific 
:! 

findings of the ~aint and mortar analysis, along with the.physical 

evidences of mouldings,. 'door 'frames. and constructi~n techniques. prcSvi·d~d 

·. to·ols to r'esolVe~~uestions and ccinfirm 'suspicions. To .further docum.ent 



the building· in its existirig conditidn it was measured and recorded in ~ 

series of drawings and_photographs, prepared to the standards of the 

Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS). · 

Mindful of the unique ·qualities ofAnderson Cottage, the research team 

has been guided by a respect for the survivil of the 19th and.20th century 

features and craftsmanship that distinguish this dwelling. The results of 

the investigations of the Cottage only serve to reinforce the ~portance 

of the dwelling. as a continuum of the history of ~he Qnited States from 

many perspectives - governmental, military, financial, social, political 

and architectural. Buildings with much less signi~icant as$ociation to 
• ' r • • ' ' 

heroes or events of the past have received much more notoriety and 

extensive preservation. ·Anderson .Cot~age 1.s a truly. significant National 

Historic Landmark. 

Of necessity, the research process 1.s not concluded with the 

completion of this Historic Structure Report. The report is based upon - . . 

documentary evidence and limited physica~ probing and architectural 

' inspection. The Historic Structure Report is a record of information 

collected to date, to be supplemented in the future by additional 

i"nformation gathered through the invest.igations of the feasi.bility study 

and the preservation plan study, or later as additional documents are 

discovered. 

·,' 



PART I HISTORI~AL ANALYSIS 

A. Introduction 

Historic Anderson Cottage.was constructed in 1842-43 as the home of 

George W. Riggs~ Jr. The Riggs est~te was purchased in 1851 by the U.S. ,. 

~overnment to f~rm the core of what' is today the U.S. So~dier's and 

Airmen's Home. :The house has held strong significance throughout· its 

existence in .·the areas of social, business, military, political and 

architectural history: 

1) Anderson Cottage was originally cons.tructed in 1842~43 as the home ' . 

of George W. Riggs, Jr. Together.with W.W. Corcoran, Riggs formed the 

famous banking ~artnership that is today the Riggs National Bank. Riggs 

Bank has held a :·unique position among banking institutions in America. It 

served as personal accountant, lender, and adviser to Presidents, 

statesmen and military leaders; and ·its loans to the federal government 

had far-reaching international significance •. These included loans to the 

f'ederal governm.fut to finance. the Mexican War, and campaigns to raise 

. funds to reduce :the mammoth Civil War debt and purchase Alaska from 

Imperial Russia~ Riggs himself was an influential man who took an ~ctive 

part in man! public movements and private business enterprises. 

2)' Anderson Cottage today forms the historic core of the United 

States Soldiers!; and Airmen's Home. The Cottage is a National Historic 

Landmark and li~ting on the National Register of Historic ·Places 

recognizes the Home's military and political significance: "The U.S. : ' 

·soldiers' and Airmen's Home is· the product of a quarter-century effort by 

prominent. military and political figures to secure legislation which would 

relieve the situ,ation of old and disabled soldiers. The military asylum 
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was the first attempt to provide for members of the regular army who had' 

served during peacetime and had been disabled or retired from public. 
-. . 

serv~ce. The Washington, D.C. home is the only such Army institution ~n 
' 

the Nation and the soie remaining of the original three asylums 

established in 1851. · The history of the establishment of the home 

significantly indicates the needs of the miiitary personnel f~lt during 

this period, and ~eflects the awareness of the responsibill.ty felt by the. 

Government and military leaders for the old and disabled soldiers." 

3) Anderson Cottage is significant for its Presidential 

associations •. Because its· rural location and higher ground meant a more 
1 

pleasant climate, it served as a Presidential retreat for Presidents 

Lincoln, Hayes, and Arthur. It is-one of the most important 

Lincoln-associated sites, as approximately one-fourth of his total 

presidency was spent at the Cottage and it was here that he wrote the 

second draft of the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. There were 

distinguished guests both before and after Lincoln. The cottage was 

offered to.President Grant, but because Congress adjourned before the 

Summer, Grant vacationed· at. his.own summer residence. President Hayes 

stayed there for the summer months'for several years. President Garfield 

meant to move in, but was assassinated before he could do so. President 

Arthur occupied the cottage while the Executive Mansion was being 

repaired, and during the following summer. 

4) Anderson Cottage has a strong architectural significance. It 

stands today as a well integrated example· of the 19th century Early Go.thic 

Revival style as applied to a residential building. ~-Cot=tage-:=i-s:\ ~ 

~t=oecause-it-rs·-substant iaTly-i:n:ta.c·t-to-its-mid::i9th-~e~wryd c:.r/ff 

-5-



its period in the'·washington, D.C. area. It ~s an excellent example of 
I 

those concepts which define the rural Gothic cottage in Andrew Jackson 

Downing's Cottage:Residences. -It is an early rendition of the style; ~n 

fact, the original core of the house (which has been dated. to 1842-43 by 

construction specifications located at the Library of Congress) has Gothic 

elements which date from 1842; the year that Downing's book was first 

published. 

' ,. 
'.I' 

'r 

i 

'! 
i 

L 



have been made by Riggs, and the west b the newly formed Militar Asylum. 

Riggs rtainly have found addit.ons to the. house necessa to· 
cottage his rowing family. The add ions were thoroughly 

compatible, and appare tiy satisfied the same d sign intent •. However,·n 

recqrd of the additions 

It is. also possible the new Military Asylum ound an addition a 

part of fitting 

no record in the· 

this effect. 1850s, the Board had 

Bartqn Alexander the first ' . 

structures at home:· .the main buildi (the old Scott Hall), 

No. 1 and Qua~ters No •. 2. · Whethe:r Alexande 

the new wing to the ggs house cannot be doc Alexander's 

records do not'suggest 

The earliest located 

& co. dated 1861. 

of the original 

and a large wing to 

house south side. 

·print shows the main 

t its eaves are 

,Probably later 

through the heavy 

\ 
E-. -Th·e-civirwar Years and Lincoln's Occupancy 

with 

arters 

of 

the same 

iage. 

It is Abraham Lincoln •·a occupancy of Anderson Cottage that gives it 

one of its greatest historic value~. (See Figure 6.) ~e used the house 

as his· stimmer-· White· House for the· years 1862 to 1864, from abou't late June 

or early July until early·November of each year. 
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FIGURE 5 :! The earliest known view of A,nqerson; Cc:>ttage is 
this lithqgfaph by· E. S'aclise & Co. (186i) 
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FIGURE 6. Abraham Lincoln occupied Anderson Cottage as his 
summer White House for the years 1862 to 1864. At the cot­
tage, Lincoln prepared the second draft of-the Preliminary 
Emancipation Proclamation and conducted significant State 
business. 
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( In March of 1861, three days after his inauguration, President 

( Lincoln made a visit to the Home presumably to inspect the 

facility for future use. It was not until their second summer 1n 

Washington, however, that the Lincoln's accepted an invitation 

from the Home and moved into the Riggs house which had been 

occupied by the Military Governor. In addition to escaping the 

terrible Washington summer, Mary Lincoln was trying very hard to 

gain solitude for herself and her troubled husband. Only four 

months before, their son Willie had died in the White House and 

the loss still brought overwhelming grief to the couple. 

The Lincolns stayed at the Soldiers' Home during the summers of 

1862, 1863 and 1864 and would undoubtedly have stayed in 1865 if 

Lincoln had not been murdered by John Wilkes Booth. 

Perhaps the most significant association of Lincoln with the Home has 

to do with the writing of t~e Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. It 

is almost certainly at the cottage that Lincoln prepared the second draft 

of it. One source states that Lincoln wrote this great document "in the 

upper corner room with the two windows under the big gray gable, at the 

left end of the building". (Lincoln Lore, July l970) 

The famous p4inter Francis B. Carpenter describes the way Lincoln 

related this historic event to him: 

Finally came the week of the battle of Antietam. I determined to 

wait no longer. The news came, I think, on Wednesday, that the 

advantage was on our side. I was then staying at the Soldiers' 

Home (three miles out of Washington). Here I finished writing 

the second. draft of the preliminary proclamation; came up on 

Sunday; called the Cabinet together to hear it and it was 

published on the following Monday. 
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Lincoln's stay at the Soidier~' Ho~~ was seen by some as dangerous: 

"In the summer of 1862, ·the·· Lincoln family moved to the isolated cottage 

at the Soldiers' Home, over the protests of friends who had been advised 

of Secret Service reports of assassination plots." (Leach) Indeed, 

Lincoln's life does seem to have been in danger several times: 

In the early spring of 1864, Brigadier-General Bradley T. 

Johnson developed a plan to kidnap Lincoln while he was at the 

Soldiers' Home and take him south tci ·Richmond:~ This plan, 

originally approved by Johnson's immediate superior Major-General 

Wade Hampton, was suspended by Jubal Early presumably because of' 

his upcOming raid on Washington. In mid-August of 1864 an 

assassination attempt took place near the home which came 

perilous.ly close to ·succeeding. While riding alone one evening 

along the 7th Street Pike not far from the main gate, 'Lincoln 

heard the unmistakable sound of a gunshot. Spurring his horse he 

rode' on. to the "gate ~rriving: at a 'full g·a·trop~· unharmed but minus 

his tophat. Seve~al sold1ers were· sent out to investigate the 

incident, and in retrieving the President 1s hat discovered a 

buil~t-hol·e through .. t~e ... "s~~vepipe" •. 

··.Just one month before· he had his hat shot off, Lincoln 

performed his role as Com.mander:-in~hief with realism. On July· 

10 of 1864, Jubal Earlr approached the outskirts of the city on 

his famous raid. The Confederates came within a ~hort distan~e 

of the Soldiers' Home and Stanton, worried about Lincoln's. 

safety,· ordered the Pre.~ident· to. return to the White House 

immediately. (Steers) 

· .... 
. ' ·. ··. · .. · ..... 
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Two companies of ',the !50th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, were on 

guard detail at the Soldiers' Home during Lincoln's stays there. A ietter 

on September 5, 1862, from General McClellan to Lincoln reads: 

Your Excellency 

I have ordered a portion of the ••• Guard of the Army of the 

Potomac to take ••• at the Soldiers 1 Home for .the purpose of 
I" 

guarding your Excellency's residence. 

The officer in command is instructed to deliver this note 

and receive your orders. 

(Letter: from General McClellan to Abraham Lincoln, 9/5/1862, 

Letter and ~nuscripts of Lincoln, Manuscript Division, Library 
' ·I 

of Congress); 
,I 

Both President and Mrs. Lincoln are said to have established warm 
I 

relations with these i~en, and later requested that the company·also be 

detailed as the White House guard. On November 1, 1862, Lincoln wrote 
' 

from the White House i, 

Whom it may ;concern 

·'· 
Capt. D,errickson, with his company, has been, for some. time 

r: 

keeping guaid at my residence, now at the Soldiers' Retreat. He, 
I 

i 

and his Company are very agreeable to me; and while it is deemed· 

proper for any guard to remain, none would be more satisfactory 

to me· than Capt. D. and his company. (Letter from Abraham 

Lincoln to ~h~ i~ may concern, 11/1/1862, Letters and 

Manuscripts of Lincoln, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress) 
' ' 

The company came:from the Bucktail Brigade and were distinguished'by a 
. !. . 

bucktail insignia on'their caps. Lincoln's daily rides from the Soldiers' 
). 

Home to the White House created concern, and a cavalry escort was 
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furnished from "Scott 1 s Nine Hundred", the 11th New York Cavalry. They 

escorted Lincoln down 7th Street. to the White House in the morning and as 

he returned in the afternoon around 4:00. 

In the summer of 1863, Walt Whitman wrote to the New York Times: 

I see the President every day ••• He always has a company of 

t~enty-five or thirty cavalry, with sabres drawn and held upright 

over their shoulders. The party makes no great show in uniforms 

or horses." (Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln: The War Years, vol. II, 

p. 165) 

It was obviously a time of crisis when Lincoln was using the Anderson 

Cottage as a summer White House. Events of.the Civil War swirled around 

him. The battle of Fort Stevens took place about two miles north of the 

house, and at one point--when General Jubal Early approached the outskirts 

of Washington on his famous raid in July 1864 -- the Confederates came 

within a short distance of the house and Lincoln was called back to the 

White House at the insistence of Secretary of War Edwin H. Stanton. 

Lincoln appears to have conducted substantial business at the 

Soldiers' Home. Correspondence often gave tQe Rome as the return address,· 

such as a July 6, 1863 letter to Major-General Halleck admonishing nyou 

know I did not like the phrase, In Orders, No. 68, I believe, 'Drive the 

invaders from our soil.' Since that, I see a dispatch from General 

French, saying the enemy is crossing his wounded over the river in flats, 

without saying_why he does not stop it, or even intimating a thought that 

l it ought to be stopped." (Basler, The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln) 

. A look at Lincoln's day-by-day affairs (Miers, Lincoln Day~~~ 

Chronology 1809-1865) includes many entries such as the following: 

6/18/1862 The President and Vice President (Hamlin) ride 

- ~ '· 



1 
) 

horses to Soldiers• Home for the evening meal. After dinner, 

they retire to the library and behind locked doors Lincoln reads 

a draft of the Emanicpation Proclamation. 

6/25/1862 Senator Browning (from Illinois) and friends 

visit Lincoln at Soldiers• Home in the evening. 

7/4/1862 Lincoln meets a train of ambulances on the route 

to the Soldiers' Home. At Soldiers' Home, he reviews recent 

military action with Meigs and Sibley. 

7/5/1862 Lincoln and Mrs. Lincoln are at the Soldiers• 

Home. Senator Browning visits. Lincoln too exhausted to keep 

appointments that evening. 

7/24/1862 At the Soldiers• Home, Lincoln has a conversation 

with Browning on publi~ affairs. 

9/3/1862 At the Soldiers' Home, Lincoln confers 'from 9 to 

12 p.m. with Secretary Seward. 

9/17/1862 The Battle of Antietam was fought. At the 

Soldiers' Home, Linco~n completes the second draft of the 

preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. 

9/25/1862 In the evening, John Hay rides to the Soldiers' 

Home with Lincoln. 

10/13/1862 Lincoln and Vice President Hamlin "talk all 

night" at the Soldiers' Home about the military situation and 

General McClellan. 

Anderson Cottage is clearly an important Lincoln-related historic 

site: 

J All of these events make the Soldiers• Home one of the more 

important Lincoln-associated sites and y~t its historic role 

-35-



seems to have slipped between 'the cracks of. remembrance. Of 

Lincoln's 49 months as President, it is estimated that as many as 

twelve of them, or approximately· one-fourth of his presid.ency, 

were spent at the Soldiers' Home; a substantial period by any 

measure. (Steers) 

However, in spite of ~his importance, there is much still unknown 

about details of Lincoln 1 s stay at Anderson Cot'tage, . his household and. 

everyday life. It is a rich site, which deserves further investigation 

and interpretation. 

Several small descriptions give insight into the family's life at the 

bouse. On June 29, 1864, the President wrote to Mrs~ Lincoln (who was in 

New. York). "All well. Tom' is' moving things out." This reference to "Tom" 

(one of several individuals named Tom, either a furnace man at the White · 

House, a doorkeeper or a watchman) describes the moving of the Lincolns' 

personal ,effects; ou(t. to Soldfers I Home for the summer~ '(Roy p. B~sler J 

ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln) ·A telegraph .sent on November 
' . 

9, 1862, from Lincoln to Mrs •. Lincoln (in·Boston) ·reads:·: ''Mrs. Cuthbert.& 
~; ' 

Aunt Mary want to move to the White House, because it has grown so cold at 

Soldiers 
1 

Home'. :. Shall they?" Mary Aim Cuthbert was a seamstress and 

"Aunt Mary".Dilieswas:a.colored,nurse .employed by the family. (Basler) 

There is a great Copper Beach at the Soldiers' Home, estimated to be 

nearly 300 years old, that Lincoln is said to have·cl~bed·in with his 

children and the children of Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. 

·0n July 2, 1863, Mrs. Lincoln fe'll from her runaway carriage on. the· 

way from the Soldiers' Home to the White House. I~ spite of the 

President's telegram (July 3, 1863) to Robert ,T. Lincoln, E~q., "Don't be 

uneasy. Your mother very slightly hurt by her· fall," Mrs. Lincoln, in 
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fact, received a rather serious head wound. She spent three weeks in bed 

at the Soldiers' Home, nursed by a Mrs. Pomroy, who had formerly cared for 

Willie Lincoln. But', "Despite these unpleasant events ;md associations 

with the Home, Mary Lincoln wrote on August 25, 1865 to Elizabeth Blair 

Lee: 'How dearly liloved the Soldier's Home.'" (Steers) 
:I 

1. I' 

·Physical Appeara~ce of the Cottage During the Lincoln Years 

Evidence points ito the fact that the Anderson Cottage has remained 

largely unchanged s~nce the Lincoln occupancy. Colonel Goode's history 

reports that, in 1921: 

Anderson C~ttage, reported in poor condition in 1921, was I 

repaired. :rn 1923, the original interior of the building, 
•' 

unchanged since the time of President·Lincoln, was altered by 

building 'small squadrooms to accommodate the members quartered in 
il 

that building. (Goode, p. 185) 

Several 1860s views of the cottage tend to support the fact that the 
,, 

structure has not changed substantially since President Lincoln stayed 

there--at least as far as the exterior of the structure is concerned. Two 

1860s views are lithographs by E. Sachse & Co. (See Figure~.) The first 

is dated 1861 (it is!i the earliest known view, discussed previously in this 

report), and the s·econd is dated 1863. Both show the full length of ~he 
! 

I 

southern facade, and~although the structure appears in both very much as 

it does, today-the major difference is that the verandah stretches from 

east to west only as, far as the original house block. Details such as the 

exact form of windows and decorative trim may or may not be accurately· 

drawn (as lithographs were drawn from sketches and notes prepared at some 

earl:i:er date by trav.eling artists). It is difficult to. determine what of 
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the eastern wings of the house were extant, as they ·are b~hind foliage 
1

n 

each lithograph. However, the assumption is that both the easternmost 

wing and the connector were in place at this time, and that small 

discrepancies in the wings as depicted are attributable to the artists. 

(The fact that these w~ngs were in place before 1861 is supported by paint 

sampling on the eastern wing.) 

The most easily interpreted view from this time, a 1863 lithograph by 

Charle~.H~ Magnus (see Figure 7), clearly shows the cottage. Although the 

eastern wing is again partially obscured by trees, the easternmost 

addition and the connector between it and the original house block.are 

depicted. This view is also interesting because it shows the original 

· 1842 brick facade covered with a white material, probably stucco. (The 

dating of the stucco finish to an early time period is further 

corroborated by analysis of the stucco finish material.) 

A stereopticon view (see Figure 8), with the penciled identification 

"Lincoln Summer home 1863," shows the westernmost wing of the .house from 

the south. Although it is not clear how accurate t~e 1863 date is, it 

shows the wing just as it stands today--and with the verandah stretching 

the full length •. The evidence of this photograph is further substantiated 

by the paint color research. Thus it is clear that the Verandah was 

extended to its present form by 1863. 

Only one view from abou·t this .Period illustrates the northern facade 

of the cottage. (See Figure 9.) This ·view, dated approx~tely 1877-80 

and labeled "The President's Summer House," shows the house much as it 

appears ·today. 
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The u~·s. Soldiers' and Air:nen's Hoce is the prpduct of a quarter-
century of effort by prominent milita:y and pol~ tical. figures to. 
secur~ legislation which ~ouldxelieve the situation o~ old and cis­
abled; soldiers. The military asylu:o. was the first attempt to pro·;ide 
for me:nbers of the regular ar.ny who had served during peacet·i:::e and 
had been disabled or retired froin public service. The Washingto01, D. c'. 
home is the only such Arr:.l.y institution ·in the Nation and the sole. 
re:nairiing of the original three asyluns established in 1351. 

The hl:story of the .establishment of the home significantly incicates 
the needs of the military personnel felt during this 'period_,aOl.d refle:.~-; 
the awareness of the resnonsibility felt by Goverru:1ent and cilitary 
leaders for the old and disabled soldiers. 

'I ~ 

" " 'I 

History 

Sec=-etary of War Ja..::::es Barbour first officially recoii::nende'd ito CongYess 
the propriety of foun4ing an. asylum for old and disabled· soldiers 
November 27. 1827, in his: AimUa.l Message to the President; ~Such a 

. plan was alreacty in use by the Navy and other nations·.. He illus~rated 
the need for Government action by the cases that the War Oepart~ent 
even then was called upon to relieve. .His suggestion was the first 
in a 7S-year struggle to establish a military asylum during which pro-
posals were constantly being made and shelved. . 

. Jl . 

Betwe,en 1790 and 1861 the si::e and organization .of the Regular A:nr/ 
. changed almost yearly. During this time the. Ar::iy .engag.ed in ·two major 
and 23 le~ser wars. Injury and disease took a teqible toll so. that 
a great. proportion of the veterans were discharged diseased or dis­
abled:, with no means of support. Totally disabled veterans of the 
Revolutionay War received SS per ;;J.Onth and those of the h'ar of 1812 
received half -pay· However; soldiers of the Regular Army, injured or 
reti~;ed duri.n.g peacetime, we=e left to shi=t for 'the~elves. · 

(concio~ed) 
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8. Si~ificance (page 1) ·U.S. Soldie::::s' a.-:c! Ai!":le:1's Ec:1e 

·In 1.833 Lewis Cass, Secretar; of War, presented the case for the supe::::­
annuated soldiers in a letter to P::::esident. Jackson: 

···rn our service as is presently organized, a sold:.er can be 
·retained only as .long as his physical powers a=e su£ficien~ 
to enable him to perfor.:1 the 'duties· required of hizl. When his 
constitution fails, .unless it is the result of disabilities 
incurred in .the .line of his duty,· he is discharged without 

. any provision·· for his support' and generally, from the ha~ its 
of his life, without the disposition· a.~d too often the power 
to labor and without the means of suppo~. He is then 
thrown on charity of the COI::lllllility after deyo~ing the best 
of hi,s life to the service of his country." · 

Winfield Scot:t sparked the actual estab~ishment of the home by ear­
marking Mexican tribute money for the fund of the still non-existent 
asylum. · Upon the capture· of Mexico City, Scott levied .a tribu:te of 
$150,000 on th~t city in lieu of pillage. Of this s~ S~ot~ deposited 
a check for'$100,000 and ·endorsed it "The Bank of America, New York 
City, will place the within ~ount·to the. credit of the ~v Asylum, 
subjec't to order of Congress.". Scott has always been considered the 
Father of the home~ since he was personally interested in-.the pr_ojec:: 
and was 'instrumental in its establishcent and growth by yir~Je of his 
position as Chief of the Army, and, consequently, Chairna.< of the Bca=d 
of Coc::Us.sioners of the Asylt:::~. 

Spurred by Senator Jefferson Davis, Congress, on March 3, 1851, finally 
passed the bill founding "a military asylum for the relief and. support 
of invalid and disabled soldiers of the Army of the U.S." President 
Fillmore signed it into law the Sai:le day. The legislation of 1851 
authorized three asylum sites, one in D.C., and. branch sites in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and East Pa5cagoula, Mississippi, and later one at 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky~ ·All these-branches closed prior to 1860. · 

The present Washington home opened December 24, 1851, in a building on 
17th Street, N.W., while the committee considered local sites for the 
permanent asyltu:l. They purchased the George Riigs estate.of 256 ac=-es 

1 

I 

Paul R .. ·Goode, The Uni~ed States Soldie:-s Hoce, (Rich::lond, Vi::::ginia, 195.7) 
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8. Significa..~ce (page 2) 

in 1851 and in June moved the first me~e=s to the Riggs House, the 
Anderson' Cottage.- The ce:;c.bers moved t;o the Main· Building, now She:-_an 
South, i~ 1857 when that structure was finished. By 1857 the Gove:-::cr 
and Depu:ty Governor occupied their new residences also. 

I' 

General .Scott, in 1857, invited President Buchanan .and Sec=etary of 'n'a:-
Floyd to: take up summer residence· at the asylum, which was then a 
country ~state outside of swampy downtoWn Washington. Buchanan =esided­
there. for the su:n:r..ers of 1857-60. President Lincoln -and his faoily 
occupied, the Riggs House from mid-summer to November 1862-64. President 
Hayes stayed at the home during the summers of 1877-80 ~~d P=esident 
Arthur 1882-84. 

President Liricoln stayed in the cottage during the battle or~ For~ s-- ... epen~, 
only 2 miles to the north. fi;; recorded that while staying at the hcwe 
he wrote:,the second draft of the Eina.ncipation Procla::1a.tion: 

ui put the draft of the. Proclamation aside, waiting for a victory. 
Well the next news we had was of Pope's disaster at .Bull R~~­
Things looked darker than ever. Finally cace the week of the 

·Battle of Antietam. I determined to wait no longer. ·The ne~s 
cam~, I think, on Wednesday that the advantage .was on our side. 
I was then staying at the ~oldiers' Home. Here I finished 
wrifing the second ~raft of the Proclamation; came ~p on Satu~day, 
called 'th.e cabinet together to hear it, and it. was published 
the ::following Monday. I made a solemn vow before God that 'if 
General Lee was driven back from Maryland I would CT~wn the 
rest;lt by the declaration for freedom to the slaves.~ 

Since 1851 the U.S. Soldiers' and Air:nen's·Home has been in continuous 
operation, providing room, board, clothing, medical care, laundry and 
e:ttensive rec::-eation facilities freely to any 20-year :veteran or dis­
abled soldier who had contributed from his monthly pay: By Oe::e!:lbe::- 2i, 
1859, there were 127 me:nbers living at the. asylum and today it is the 
home of 2,700 men and women. 

I .. 
' 

:i ,. 
I' .. 

i' 
2
Paul R. \:Goode,. The United States Soldie'rs Home, (:l.ic~or:d, Vi~sinia, 

' 1957)' p. 6d. 
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Fou:::- pre-Civil War structures for::1ed the' core of the early SolC.ie::-:;' 
P.o:-ae, h9usi:;,g all t::e ioporta;1t a6inist:-ative and dor.nitory facilities. 
Situated in a row along the too of a hill overlook~;1g Washington, the 
And.erson Cottage, Sher.nan South Building, Quarters 1, and Quarte:::-s 2 
remain and function today in.much the same manner as ln the fi:::-st 
decade after 1851. 

·A.;, A:n:ry cor::::~ittee purchased the estate of about 256 ac:::-.es from Ge-::J:::-ge 
Riggs in 1851. Then known as "Corn Rigs House," the preser:.t Anderson 
Cottage was built by Riggs about 1811 as a su:n.::1er home. Originally 
the house was a two-story brick structure in the Gothic style, with 
a wide front porch •. The original exterior design of the house has 
reoained ·basically Wichanged·, except ·that in 1897 the brick walls were 
coated with grey stuc"co, ''ci..nd in 19_2~ .a. soall elevator shaft was con­
structed on the southwest carrier'. ·Today the house is still stucco 
gr.ey, with white latticed windows, gingerbread, and wrought iron 
porches on the second ~loor. 

The first residents lived in the Corn-Rigs House from 1851 until the 
completion of the new Main Building in 1857. In 1851 2nd Lt. Barton S. 
Alexander became the architect for the Washington Asyl~, contracted · I 
to design three structures, the Main Building (later rena.=1ed for Scott, ·· 
and today Sher.nan South). Building 1, the Governor's Res ide:;,t, and 
Building 2, originally the quarters of the Secretary-Treasu-rer, late:­
those o~ the· D~pu~y. Govenor ~ ~.ilbr~- ~?w"U~Fo_n built the three build:i;1gs, 
all of s'imilar desi'gn and r'acecr with- iL~i'inished.. New York marble. Con­
struction began in 1854 and was completed in 1857; there was no more 
major building until 1869. .· .. -: ., 

The or~gi~af. ~~~~ Sou~~ was a two-story Norman Gothic st-:ruc~ure 
built on one of the highest points of land in the District ·of Col~bia. 
At, a 320-foot.e~evation, the main building provided living accomoda­
tions ·for'the~ine:nbers and house·d ·all activities of the hoce. In 1869 
a third story was added over the mansard roof and a square castellated 
bellfry replaced the steeple of the clock tower. The building is con­
nected by an annex to Sherman North, completed in 1891. 
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Gccce, Col. Paul·R., The U<1ited States Solc~e:-s Ec.::e, Ric.\.::c::C., Vi·=6i:-~ia;! 
l~illian By-rd Press, 1957. I 

E'::le:::-lein, P.a-:-old Oo<1aldson a<1d Hubba-rd Cortlandt Va<J. Dyke, Histo::-:.c i-:ouses 
of Geo-r~;:e:o~--n a::d !'lash in~ton Ci tv, Ricr...sond, Virgi::ia: Diet: 
P-:-es·s, ·1953. 

Report of National Capital Planni<1g Co~~i?sion 
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....... E ...... o '' ,.~,.~lal1.c~e ~1. := .. iggins, Research Assistant and 
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Section #2: Status and Cond'ition of the Site 

• Floor Plans 
• 1985 Historic Structure Report (excerpts) . . ' . 
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FIGURF. 43. First floor Plan - Existing. 
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The third flo r garret sp of the origin construction a d the 

·walls and ceil1 gs, 

wood ped ceilings. only obvious 

1n irection of boards, and 

t~ ~rovisi 
ce~1ngs. 

n of ividua1 room vent in the · 

D. Existing Conditions ~ Needed Repairs 

Anderson Cottage has survived with most of its original building 

elements intact. The building·has·weathered utilization as a private 

residence, infirmary·, d~rmitory and summer White Rouse with· relatively few 

major alteratiOJ?.S. Fortunately the building has never ·undergone an 

intensive modernization,program. The addition of rest rooms, interior 

partitions and plumbing, electrical and life safety equipment has done 

some damage to the original building fabric, however this is minimal. 

Because of its architectural and historical significance, the preservation 

of Anderson Cottage i~ of·. great' importance. Future r~pair and maintenance 

in conjunction·with the preservation plan must be carefully programmed and 

delineated so that the important architectural elements are preserved. 

Generally the bu·ilding is in .good physicak condition du·e to ·the· long 
. . . 

and careful guardianship of the United States Soldiers' and Airmen's 

Rome. Many of the items requiring attention can be classified as routine 

maintenance. 

1. Exterior 

'l;he existing asphalt shingle which covers the ent'ire'building is in 

good condition. Several missing or broken shingles, mostly on the 'ridge 
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ii 
crest, should be replaced. The flashing in all areas appears to be in ,, 

good condition •. Gutters and downspouts are adequate and functioning well 

to carry water away from the building.·· 

The major problem is the existing stucco which is deteriorating in 
I 

var~ous locations,:notably the.chimneys, the south facade at the second 
I, 

story, and the wes~ facade near the balconette. (See Figure 52.) Due to 

p~evious .patching ~nd repair with stucco mixes of different consistency 

and color, the stucco texture and s;olor are very uneven. Should the 
'· 

budget allow, 'the stucco should be removed from the brick and replaced 

with a compatible m.ixture that would match as closely. as possibly the 
I. 

original. Remo~ai:~f th~ stucco would permit further investigation of the ,, . 

masonry beari~g walls. However, recent vis~al·investigation of all walls 

from the .basement to the attic, interior and exterior, provides no 

evidence of settlement or structural problems. 
1\ 

I I 

The different types of win4ows appear in good condition, however, the 

·muntins should be ~e-glazed, broken lights replaced and the windows made. 
,: 

operable. Many wmdows have been painted .shut or: have bad their rope sash 
li 

pulley mechanisms ~roken. Five windows have been modified for the 
;, 

installation of a fan, vent or air conditioner •. Three (and possibly more) 

jib wi,ndows wer.e a~tered or .removed. · Consideration should be given in the . . . 
presertation plan to the repair or fabrication of windows to match the. 

~ ; I 

j 

original. Sever~li:window sills and lower sash rails show evidence of wood 
I 

deterioration due to exposure or improper detailing and must be repaired 

or replaced. 

·A few of the bargeboards require partial replacement where the 

decorative wood trim is either broken or cracked (See <Figure 53·.) 
" " :, 

Squirrel nests in the eaves behind several bargeboards• .should b'e removed 
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FIGURE 52~ A view'of the south facade that shows the de-
te·rioration of the stucco near the second story window. Patch 
and repair with incompatible mortar mixes has caused variation 
in the texture and color of ihe stucco. 

FIGURE 53. A detail of the broken and cracked bargeboard 
located on the central south facade gable which should be re­
paired/replaced. 

_, 1 a_ 



and the access hotes repaired to prevent further damage. Most of the 
., 

decorative woodwork (including the eaves, brackets, bargeboards and 
'i :• 

soffits) is in go~d condition and. requires no repair.· 

The woodwork df the verandah does require attention ~n several areas. 
'!. l 

I 

Portions of the wood floors which are not protected from the elements are 

deteriorating and ;·should be replaced. The molded bases of the chamfered 

wooden columns andi the wooden railing with bisected diamond pattern 
I 

millwork require replacement or repair in isolated areas. The rotted 

sillplates of the :wooden lattice below the porch should be replaced. 
' . 

Direct contact with the soil and moisture has· caused deterioration of the 

sill members and s'ome diagonal lattice pieces. The stringer on the east 

steps to the verandah is weakened by wood deterioration and should be 

replaced. 

Another area showing visible signs of structural decay and instability 

is the west balcon~tte. The floorboards of the cantilevered structure 

should be replaced:: and the structure inspected for stability·. 

The condition ~f the"site and recommendations for the landscaping and 
)I 

site work will be covered _in future studies.· 

2. Interior 
i . 

The interior e+ements of Anderson· Cottage are .also in good condition 
. ' 

with a few exceptions. The· plaster walls and' ceilings throughout the 
' 1: 

house have very mi#o.J::·cracks. These .cracks can be repaired without major 
'p . 

disturbance· to. the;: buiiding fabric. Covered by. many layers of paint and 

in some areas wallpaper there is little evidence of peeling paint eX'cept 

in the garret and ~ few isolated areas. 

·'· 
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The preservation strategy will determine the treatment of the wood 

·floors. The existing carpeting and linoleum, not in ~haFacter with the. 

original design intent, could be removed and the wood floors refinished. 

The baseboard, door and arch surrounds and stair millwork are in good 

condition. Patch and repair of wood joints and the replacell!ent of 

incompatible millwork will be necessary in some rooms where alterations 

have been made. In several rooms the height or profile "of the baseboard 

varies noticeably. 

One problem area is the embrasurerecess located below the.double-hung 

and jib window sashes. Due to the installation of radiators in these 

recesses and the close proximity of the millwork to the heat, the panels 

and base have become warped, discolored and in some cases rotted. The 

location of the radiators should be re-evaluated as the repair of the 

panels ~ill prove futile unless action is taken to correct the source of 

the problem. This deterioration and warpage is consistent at every window 

throughout the house, in varying degrees • 

. The interior tri-fold shutters, in most cases, are inoperab~e due to 

years of non-use, layers of paint and moisture problems caused by' the 

radiator. (See Figure 54.) .'The hinges in some cases are broken or 

missing. Som~ window stoops, sills and stops are deteriorating and should 

be replaced to prevent further damage. The architrave surrounding the 

double hung and jib ·windows has warped, bow_ing inward, in some locations. 

In conclusion, all of the windows and adjacent millwork should be 

investigated· for deterioration and possible repair or r~placement. 

The.interl.ordoors, including the sliding doors in Room 109, are in 
I 

good condition. Some original hardware remains, however most has been · 

replac~d wi"th .incompatible ~ontemp_orary ~ardware • 
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FIGURE 54. Interior view of the jib window in Room 109. 
This photo :,shows some of the problems with the windows - bro­
ken hardwar'e and deterioration of the shutter and window stoop. 
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FIGURE 55.· The marble mantel of this typical bedroom fire­
place and t_learth will require'minor repairs and cleaning. 
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Most of the fireplaces appear 1.n good condition, however, since many 

have been blocked it is difficult to ascertain the condition of the 

fireboxes and chimneys. Sev,eral of the mantels will need minor patching 

of the marble joints and m1.nor cracks (See Figure 55.) 

Decisions regarding partitions to be removed, fireplaces to be opened. 

up J types of hardware to be installed atid appropriate finish colors and 
I 

textures will 'be dependent upon the preservation plan developed. Wood 

trim could be stripped and returned to a natural finish or paint finish 
l 

appropriate to a specific time in history. The vinyl stair runner and 

tread- boards could be removed and the stairs restored to their original 

appearance. And the sinks and contemporary mechanical. electrical. and 

plumbing intrusions could be removed and replaced with. concealed 

equipment. The restoration strategy discussed next will determine the 

appropriate treatment for many of the 'interior architectural elements. 
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Section #3: Restoration CosJ Estimate 

• Revised Restoration Cost Estimate Memo 
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE COSTS OF RESTORATION 
FOR ANDERSON COTTAGE 

A significant research, documentatio~ and architec"tural/engineering design effort was 
completed between 1984 and 1985 under the direction of the Baltimore Corps of Engineer and 
the USSAH. Geier Brown Renfrow Architects was the lead consulting finil. Judy Robinson 
(then of Traceries, Inc.) and Mattl1ew Mos~a contributed to the architectural research and . 
documentation efforts. Perry Girard Fisher did initial research into material culture and 
furnishings. The resulting reports and plans and specs are a m~tter of record and are available'for 
use and review at tl1is time. 

1985 Project Objectives: In the simplest tenns; the objectives of tl1e 1984-85 perio~ were to 
transfonn the historic residential. structure into a public museum by providing spaces for exhibits, 
exhibit preparation and storage, and spaces for professional staff to administer the museum. The 
pr~ject would have incorporateda comprehensive new heating, cooling· and electrical system that 
was designed to meet the needs for climate control in a n1usettm space. Also included were 
modem bathrooms, .an elev~tor and other amenities for tl1e staff ai1d public. 

The preservation objective· was to "restore" the structure to the time period of greatest 
significance, tl1e period of the· Lincoln Presidei1cy. The "restoration" was plmmed to be . 
comprehensive and would include recreation of interior paint, wall paper and decorative schemes 
and furnishing several "period" rooms as exhibit rooms. Treatments planned for the exterior. 
would return the structure to tl1e appearance of the Lincoln occupancy period. That project had 
an estimated construction cost of just under $ 800,000. · 

2000 and Beyond: Re-examination of tl1e 1985 objectives, along witl1 tl1e' current and changing 
approaches to hist~ric house museums, would ~uggest tl1e following key issues for discussion: 

. I 

a. What museum uses would be placed on tl1e second and third floors, and would an 
elevator be needed to support these uses? 

b. How many rooms would be:restor~d? How many would be just refurbished? 

C. · What standards should be adopted for interior climate and lighting for museum 
spaces? · 

Cost Estimation Assumptions: The following chart provides an analysis of tl1e 1985 project and 
cost estimate, and updates tliis estili.1ate to current times to account for price inflation over that . 
time. It also provides a range of costs for each of the major work categories using tl1e te~ns · 
"low-end" and "high-end." The low-end costs would be for a' rehabilitation or adaptive use· 
project, while tl1e high-end costs would assume restoration of l 00% of the exterionnd interior 
spaces and elements to museum standards. 

Existing Floor Areas (sq. ft.): 
Basement: 
First. Floor 
Second Floor 
Attic (obstructed) 
TOTAL 

2,900 
4,200 
3,900 
1,250 

12, 250 
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UPDATED COST ANALYSIS- ANDERSON COTTAGE 

. . ! ' 

RESTORATION AND CONSTRUCTION COSTS 

PROJECT ELEMENT LOW-END COST HIGH-END COST 
Site Work: Work to modify or improve . $ 15,000 $ 75,000 

I . 
·landscape and walkways, drives, and 
parking was excluded from the 1985 ' 

project. Assume some level of effort is 
n·eeded 

I 

'.• 
I· 

Exterior: Building Res~oration and· $ 100,000 $ 300,000 
Repairs ,. . .. 

Interior: Basic Repairs and Improvements $75,000 $ 125,000 
: 
I 

Interior: Historic Paint and Decorative $ 75,000 $ 225,000 
Finishes Restoration I 

,, ,, 

Life-Safety: New Fire Stairs & fire $90,000 $110,000 
Sprinklers I' 

I ., 
I; -

Accessibility: Elevator 'fl. Shaft Work· $ 90,000 $ 100,000 
' 

HV AC & Electrical: Gomplete $ 185,000 $ 365,000 
Replacement : . 

I 
,l! 

Sub-total I• $630,000 $ 1,300,000 
I 

Architect-Engineer-Con~ultant Fees @ $ 125,000 $260,000 
20%. .. " 

.;[ 
,. 

Construction Contingen~y @ 15% $ 95,000 $ 195,000 

TOTAL I $850,000 $ 1,755,000 ., 
(About $70/sq. ft.) (About $140/ sq: ft.) ,, 

'• 
.'I 

I 
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Section #4: Interpretive/Use ·Possibilities and Estimated 
Operating Costs 

• Use Possibilities ·and Estimated Operating Costs Memo 
• Study for the Restoration ·of Anderson c·ottage (excerpts) 
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Alternatives for Use of Anderson Cottage 

Many uses have been Imide of this beautifully situated historic building overthe years 
and many adaptive reuses have been suggested: Once restored, the building will provide 
an authentic space to tell nationally significant stories. 

It would be hard to overstate the importance of Anderson Cottage, historically and 
architecturally. Its location on the historic grounds of the Soldiers and Airmen's Home 
gives a rich context for interpretation. Any use of the building should be linked to other 
sites related to President Lincoln, the Civil Wa~, and the Emancipation Proclamation. 
Care should be taken to· augment and not duplicate the related stories told elsewhere in 
the region. It is not necessary to amass significant Lincoln materials as long as the site 
can connect visitors to important collections. Having internet connections with the 
Springfield archives and other significant collections would be relatively inexpensive and 
of great value to visitors and students. 

It is through collaboration with other museums, historic sites, schools or universities that 
the potential of this site would be most fully realized. A number of models exist for use 
of this site, however, creative and innov~tive uses of the site should not be overlooke-d. 
The restoration of the site would provide the opportunity to discover the family of 
Lincoln and his playful side, the turmoil of the war, the impact on daily life, and the 
debates about the Emancipation Proclamation. ' · ' 

These themes could unfold in many ways. The alternatives presented here go from a full 
scale museum with the most significant interpretative and educational content, to a center 
for tours and active learning activities, to a primary office use alternative that provides 
for some tours and interpretation, but less use of the building for. educational activities: 
Operating cost estimates have b_een provided for the full-scale museum alternative, which 
is fleshed out in the greatest detail. Because. of the many variables that would be 
involved, no cost estimates have been provided for the other two alternatives, however, as 
the educational content and programming declined, the operating costs could be expected 
to decline and be shared across a larger number of partners. 

These alternatives represent some of the many uses and combinations of uses possible for 
Anderson Cottage. They have been chosen to stimulate-discussion, not in anyway 
foreclose other options or combinations of options that may emerge. 

Working Assumptions 

The alternatives have been developed based on the following assumptions. 

• The goal of the property owner, USSAH, is to be relie~ed of restoration and 
operating expenses and to share the cottage with the general public, with 

·appropriate safeguards to protect the privacy and security of the residents. 
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• USSAH will pay for heat, light, site security and minor maintenance; 
however, U~SAH will not payfor cleaning, majorrepairs or major 
maintenanc.e. 

• A long-term lease will be signed between the USSAH and a new management 
entity to operate the site, with responsibilities and restrictions to be negotiated. 

• Restoration' may be phased, with all steps taken to allow full restoration at a 
future date. 

• Architectural restoration costs would vary depending how much of the 
building is fully restored to first class museum standards, and how much is 
rehabilitate.d for office or other use purposes. 

Alternatives 

i 

1. Ftill Museum Operation 
: 

Anderson Cottage has:enough significance and interpretative material (narratives, letters, 
photographs, etc.) associated with it to be fully developed as a museum, although 
substantial additional research would be required. The stories of Lincoln, his family and 
household, the war time presidency, the impact of the Civil War on Washington, D. C., 
and the story of the Erp.ancipation Proclamation are all strong and important stories that 
could be told here. It rs not necessary to furnish any or all the rooms in order to tell these 
stories, although it col/ld be a desirable interpretative technique. The collection of the 
museum would be the:building, its site, and its associated history. There is enough 
important material that; should the parties desire, Anderson Cottage could be developed 
into a premier Lincolll!Civil War site. 

There is sufficient do~~mentation of the improvements made in the public rooms by .Mrs. 
Lincoln ~9 recreate a q.umber of rooms in the Cottage to the Lincoln period. Objects for 
the re-furnished rooms could be assembled through an alliance with the Smithsonian or 
long-term loans from other institutions. Further research, including archeology, is .. 
desirable. Even ifthe:'furnishing plan were somewhat conjectural, as long as.it is based 
on the best research available and the inClusion of some Lincoln artifacts, the recreation 
of a number of rooms to theLincoln period would be a powerful vehicle for transporting 
the visitor into another era. 

I 
It is not contemplated, that the museum would be a traditional house museum, fully 
furnished to period, because of the limitations this would place on interpretation and use 
of the spaces. The importance of the site does not relate to an existing collection of 
Lincoln furnishings, but to the activities and the people associated with the site. In 
addition, the history df Anderson Cottage and its use by the USSAH over the years, is an 
untold story that should be incorporated into this and any other interpretive alternatives. 

,, 
I 

A number of innovative techniques should be considered to allow the stories of Lincoln's 
children, wartime conditions, debates over abolition, and the life of all residents of the 

I• , 

house to be told. These stories would be appealing to children and general audiences. A 
strong introductory video to orient the visitor could be accompanied by first person 

: : ' : ~ . . ' ' . . . ' ' . 
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narratives ofmany voices from the past that would be_recorded and sound as a visitor 
entered. For example, Mrs. Lincoln could be heard calling to the .children or discussing 
the latest redecoration project with a tradesman. Lincoln could be heard re-reading the 
Emancipation Proclamation or in a heated argument with those opposing emancipation. 

Start Up and Operating Costs. The major costs for this scenario would be the 
substantial start-up expenses and a significant staff to develop, administer, market and 
care for the museum. (Because so many factors are involved, specific costs presented 
here should be considered preliminary· in nature.) 

Start up costs would include planning, research, initial organizational development and 
fundraising, thedevelopment, fabrication, and installation of exhibits, and initial 
expenses for office furniture and equipment. Start-up activities would take place over the 
two-year period, during which the physical restoration work was occurring. 

In order to be open to the public at least five days a week, with attendant museum 
training of volunteers and related activities, a minimum of six full time staff would be 
required once the museum was in full operation. Permanent staff would include a 
Director or Site Manager, an Assistant or Curator, Receptionists, a Volunteer Coordinator 
or Director of Education, Marketing. or Development Assistant and. cleaning services. 
Staffing could be provided with a combination of full and part-time staff, but would still · 
require the equivalent of six full time positions. 

While the initial cost of repairs and maintenance may be small, over tirne and with 
increasing visitation, these costs will increase. Therefore a significant reserve would be. 
needed to take care of maintenance and repair. In addition, museum exhibits cannot be 
expected to last beyond three to five years. Funding would be reserved or raised to assure 
that the quality of the exhibits is maintained. Additional costs would include insurance, 
office supplies, computers, telephones, educational and marketing materials, etc. 

Start-up Cost Estimates: 

$150,000 research and minimal archeological investigation 
$200,000 for project management and associated costs over 2 years 
$100,000 museum planning and design. 
$550,000 exhibit design and fabrication and production of video 
$150.000office furniture and equipment 
$1,150,000 Total Start Up Costs 

Annual Operating Cost Estimates: 

· $320,000 staffing (including benefits) 
$ 75,000 for repairs and exhibit replacement reserves 
$ 75.000 for insurance and offices expenses 
$470,000 Total Operating Costs 

3 



Considerations. The operation of this type of museum would be the most expensive of . 
the three alternatives ptesented here. If successful, expansion space into the adjacent 
Sherman building would be a possibility for visitor services and amenities. The 
governing entity of the :inuseum wou!d be responsible for securing annual operating funds 
and an initial endowmdht. Admissions, memberships, a museum store and event rental 

I 

could be.considered to .augment funds raised through grants, donations and endowment. 
To raise sufficient funds to sustain the site over time, additional staff or volunteers would 
be required. '' 

Hours of operation could be set to accommodate the concerns of USSAH, but if 
Anders<;:m Cottage is developed into a pr~mier site, there could be significant demand for 
expanded hours. With ~7xpanded hours and exhibits, the cost of operations would grow. 
Seeking national accre~itation and attempting to expand visitation would also require 
additional funding. Should this scenario be chosen, it Is recommended that the" number of 
days the museum is open per week be at least five. The reason for this is that in order to 
qualify for grants, travblling exhibits etc., the level of professionalism and public 
accessibility must be relatively high .. 

2. Learning Center Operated by Major Existing Institution· 
! :, 

If a full-scale museum
1

operation appear~ too ambitious, the Cottage could be re~tored and 
I 

then, turned over to an existing institution to operate it: Under this scenario, a major 
institution--like a mus~um or university--would enter into an agreemen~ with the entity, 
set up to direct the restoration and use of Anderson Cottage. Under this agreement, the 
existing institution, fof; example the Smithsonian, would assume primary responsibility 
for operating Anderson Cottage, and make it part of its operations, with the Cottage 
functioning as a site fqt special programs relating to Lincoln and other themes. 

' ' I . . ;: , < • •••• - • 

If a \:najor institution agreed to lease Anderson Cottage and provide the programming at 
the kite, it is assumed the costs to develop and operate the site would be shared between 
thatimajor institution ~.nd the entity leasing the site from USSAH, under terms acceptable 
to ail parties. Use oftpe site would give the larger institution space for activities and 
programs not available elsewhere: A separate administrative staff for Anderson Cottage 

I, 

would be unnecessary; ~ith these tasks handled by staff assigned by the major institution. 

The type of interpretation and the portions of the building used for active programming 
would be subject to mutual agreement.between the Cottage's management entity and the 
maj'or institution. It i~:possible that another institution may have developed research and 
edu.cational programs that could be moved to Anderson Cottage. For example, the 
Museum of American History could move exhibits and programming related to the Civil 
Wa~ to the Cottage. T,he goal would be to provide significant learning activities for 
school groups arid oth'er audiences that1relate to the important themes of the site, while 
allowing for other us~s important to the institution. 

4 
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Considerations. For this alternative to work, a major partner interested ;n sub-leasing 
the site would have to be found. If another institution needed additional work or training 
space (for example, a consortium of heritage groups from Washington D.C., The National 
Park Service or the Smithsonian) the building could function as a training facility with a 
portion devoted to interpretation. Some operating costs might be covered through event 
rental, admissions, and rental of overnight accommodations for attendees at workshops or 
training sessions. A friends group of residents of USSAH and others would be of great 
benefit to assist in raising funds for the site. 

3. Office Use with Some Interpretation and Visitation · 

. . 

Under this alternative the Cottage would be used primarilyfor office space, with some 
interpretive activity on site. It would be an option to explore if funds were not available 
to develop and operate the Cottage as a fully interpreted site, and a major institutional 
partner could not be found. Under this alternative, the Anderson Cottage management 
entity WO\Jld restore the Cottage, and rent most or all of the building to a compatible · 

·Tenant, for example, a non-profit organization with ties to Lincoln or the Civil War. A 
certain-number of rooms on the first floor (possibly part of the second) would be 
furnished to peri9d and open to tour groups of visitors. Either the Tenant or a friends 
group would offer an introductory video, guided tours (by volunteers or recorded audio 
tours) of the first floor, p·art of the second floor and immediate grounds of Anderson 
Cottage. The costs of exl~ibits would be limited, but the cost .of the re-created period 
rooms could be significant These could be partly or fully paid by the Tenant, depending 
on interest and willingn~ss. 

The costs of insurance, repairs and most of the basic operating costs of the building 
would be covered by the Tenant, either through rental income or by direct payment. 
Depending on the obligation oftheTenant for maintenance and operating costs, a 
significant rental might not be charged in the early years, particularly if the Tenant paid 
some or all.ofthe costs to furnish the period rooms and staff visitation to the site. 
Updating of exhibits would require minimal annual expense, since the primary 
interpretative materials would be the period rooms and small scale exhibits. 

Considerations. For this alternative to be possible, a Tenant would have to be found that 
saw advantages to' being located in a building that hadgreat historical significance and a 
certain amount of public attention and visitation. Money would be needed periodically to 
refresh and maintain the period rooms and reprint educational brochures. An important 
component of this plan would be. to allow the friends group to rent the public rooms for 
small receptions and conferences to expand operating income to cover some of these 
expenses. Small grants could also be sought for this purpose as well. The friends group 
could be a nucleus of residents of the USSAH and others under the direction of the non­
profit management entity. 

5 
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Appendix A 

Photocopies of objects known to have been 
in Anderson Cottage during the period of 
Abraham Lincoln's occupancy. and related 
correspondence. 
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OF'~:"ICE 0? TiE QUA!CL:?.:·:.:.S:':::l 
U!;Inn S!A:Li.S SJLDI=:s t H:)::Z 

~ashincto~} D. c. 

,. 
Colonel ·u. s. Cr~~t, 3rd, 

. Dirc.ct::;.r, Public ·:E::ilt:inr;s t:. P<-;rY.s, 
. Nayy 13-.llldine, .18·i:.h t: G S:C,rcet, ll, r:. 

\-iashinet.cn, ·I'. c~ 

My ce:::.r.Grant: 

November 14 .. 1927. 

I ;a.., SEnd:ine to 1-!r, J. F. em, 15th & c St-reet, s. ri,, 
the following ar~.iclcs of· .Lurnitl!re used by Presid-=nt Lir,coln, du.:-ing 
his occup~::y o.!' :the Anccr~on Cott~!:C, ~. 3, Sclc'-! .. ers 1 Hone, durin: the 
llur.ruers of 1863-:54 C-11ci 65, l!h~n it is t:.n1erstve>d, P1:esiu~-nt Lincoln 
occupied thoGc proni::;c:s as hi~ .curr:er resiue~cc, to lti.t: · 

One ·du:::l~;· Or.E: clock, U:.?{10lc6u, 
One m~at. pJ.Qtter.. One Ve(;et.uble c!i!;h, 
T\lo :JO"~;p: pl:; .. ~.e:o,. Hoyal Do~!lton Chi:1<!.o 

c 
0 
p 
y. -

, . The crockm-y I fou..'ld ir. the ·quarte1•s of the Go·ve:rncr, u. S, Sold 
Ho::t~, 'and to My kn'?;;lr;>dge, !t !~s.~ be~ there fo-: ~. r,~·::::.t r:::>.~y ye~·~. 1-Jh~:. m:; 
!a.thcr was GoYamor of th~ Soldiers 1 Hor::e, the set l!~s fr.r tao!'e c~;!;!~lete tha.i 
the;. fet/ articles ;I am se:l'.iinc yoil. l:ro!a i~~ f<!thcr, · I le:'lrned thr,t it W.:J.S 

understood Cll'ld acceptoe a~ ri fact that this han·:!~·~·:1e set of china ~!:!.s pur-
. chased· f.or Pre~id::nt Lincoln a.icl ti·an::for:-~d to t.~·~ Governor' t: hou:::;e only 
vhcn the Soldiers

1

: Hc!'Je uas ili.sco:1tinucd ns a place of su::!:::.cr rcs:i..cl~ce for 
the Presidr.-nt. · A:; to the authenticity of th~ c:-:k <md clcck, I "-!':1 enclosing 
m~ora"ld~ from Hr:. ; .. ~cGrath, ~ho ioO:!..S born at t.hc Soldiers' Hone, ~'1d rmc.~crs 
~rell the· Ii""..lSE<~""J that years ago was r~:1tajned i11 t~1a A .. "ldcz:scn Cottaz~ co::-yris-:­
ing cert<lin art.iclcs of furniture used by Pre3idcnt Li.'1coln, anon::; them the 

·desk ·r a: s?!ldinz: yvu. ' 

I l:~lieva, ho:i't:·re:-, t:~t 1·1:-. lk-Grath is in error in stating the 
E!u:lnd:pation·Procla:;;..'ltion l13S Di(,'lled on t..l}is des!-:,. I bclic-rn th<!.t it is hichly 
probable th:1.t Hr.: l-incoln d:afted the Procl~.:.tion on this desk~ umch stood· 
in. the study nt t~e Soldiers' Ho!le, but tp.at t.~e forr.lal dr~""t 1ms probably si:;I< 
.at ·his ofiic'e in· the iihit-e Sou~e .• 

I. 
·All of these 

s'.l!::'iciently. estZ!.hlished to· 
tenuirle Lincgln ·relic:.. 

DSS/bn :·, . 

.. . • ·:. ;J ~ .. : • ~~ • ·' ·• I I ,' • 

··'·'·, 

.. ~ .'· ' . :·(;_:;,":e::.·· 

. ·' 

ri.rticlc3, I believe, h:wc their authenticity 
b~ considered uithout ml.y quc:Jtion .of doubt ns 

Sinccre:l:r yo'..l:'s, 

/s/ D. s. Sta.nley 
D. S. S!~:;L:y, 

.Co+oncl, u. s. A~r, 
Qua!'t,c.._ ..... ("""' 

• ........ vC:r • 
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• Management and Partnership Opportunities memo 
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Overview o(Management and.Partnership Alternatives for Anderson Cottage 

The following is a brief overview of some of the management and partnership 
alternatives that have been discussed for Anderson Cottage up to this point. All assume 
continued ownership of the Cottage by the USSAH. 

PQtential Management Structures 

• An independent non-profit. This would involve establishing a new 50l.c.3 
organization, with a management Board that could enter into a cooperative.agreement 
with USSAH to manage the Cottage . 

. • A stewardship site of the National Trust. Stewardship si~es are under the direct 
management of the National Trust, which retains final fiduciary responsibility for the 
care of the site and its ongoing activities. Examples include Drayton Hall in 
Charleston, SC, and the Gaylord Building in Lockport, IL. This would involve the 
Trust entering into a cooperative agreement with USSAH to manage the Cottage. At 
present, all stewardship sites are owned by the National Trust. Since USSAH plans to 
retain ownership of the Cottage,. this would require a new arrangement of some kind 
between USSAH and the Trust. · 

• A co-stewardship site of the National Trust: Co-stewardship sites are operated by 
·other organizations, generally non-profit organizations. They have their own 
. fiduciary responsibility for the operation of the site and are governed by their own 

operational procedures. Examples include Cliveden in Philadelphia, PA, and the 
Frede.rick C. Robie House in Chicago, IL. These sites can be owned by the Trust or 
by another entity. The Trust often retains. the final fiduciary responsibility for the 
care of the site, but not always. This approach would involve formation of a new 
501.c.3 organization that would enter into a cooperative agreement with the National 
Trust and possibly with the USSAH, as well. The most likely arrangement would 
involve a lease of the property to the National Trust, and a sub-lease to the operating 
organization. 

Potential Relationship with the National Park Service 

·. • Affiliated area of the National Park Service (NPS). There seems to be little 
interest on the part of the Park Service and others for Anderson Cottage to become a 
formal part of the National Park System. However, there is considerable interest in 
th~ possibility of it becoming a:n Affiliated Area of the NPS. An Affiliated Area is a 
nationally significant area the NPS is associated with but.does not own or manage. If 
a site is determined to be appropriate for affiliated status, a cooperative agreerrient is 
signed between the site's management entity and the Park Service, setting out the 
terms of the agreement. Affiliated status can make sites eligible to receive annual 
capital and/or operating funds through Park Service budget appropriations, depending 
on the terms of the agreement signed. The Tenement Museum in New York is an 



example of a site1,that is both a National Trust Historic Site and an affiliated area of 
the NPS. The NPS is developing a cooperative agreement with the National Trust to 
conduct a Special: Resource Study of Anderson Cottage over the next 6-8 months to 
determine what i(any relationship with the NPS is appropriate. 

Other Partnership Possibilities 
I' 

', 

The following are just some of the many other partnership possibilities that have been 
I. ' 

identified for the site. ,, 

• Scholars and Universities. The National Trust has been exploring a wide variety of 
research and educational partnership possibilities for the site. It has begun work with 
the Lincoln Forum of the Civil War Education Association, a national consortium of 
Lincoln scholars,' to conduct research on the site that will help with restoration and 
interpretation. c;ontact has also been made with individuals from Howard University 
about opportunities to collaborate on telling ·stories about the Emancipation 
Proclamation and other aspects of AfricanAmerican history related to the site. 

• District of Columbia. The Trust has initiated contact with the D.C. government and 
the DC Heritage Tourism Coalition to explore ways in which the Cottage could be 
tied into other heritage tourism and economic development initiatives in the city.· The 
new Civil War Trail being developed by the Tourism Coalition, and efforts to 

I , 

establish a new museum for the city, offer major opportunities for collaboration . .The 
new museum will be based in the historic library building next to the city's new 
Convention Center, but its focus will be on getting visitors out into the city to explore 
all of the stories the city has to tell. Opportunities also exist to find ways in which the 
development of the Cottage and related sites could contribute to over-all goals to 
revitalize the Ge6rgia Avenue Corridor. 

' ' 

• Other Local Civil War Sites. Specific local sites that offer partnership opportunities 
of different kinds include Ft. Stephens, Ford~s Theater, the African American Civil 
War Memorial, and the Battleground National Cemetery, among others. 
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A Bill 

T.o direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of the Anderson Cottage located at the 
U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, Washington, D.C. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America · 
in Congress assembled, · 

SECTION 1. This bill may be cited as the Anderson Cottage Study Act. 

SEC. 2. Purpose. 

The purpose of this bill is to .authorize .a study of the Anderson Cottage located at the 
u:s. Soldiers' and Alnnen's Home (USSAH) in Washington, D.C., in order to determine the most 
appropriate means to preserve and interpret this aspect of American history. 

SEC. 3. Study. 

(a) IN GENERAL. The Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) shall conduct a study of 
alternatives for preservins and interpreting the Anderson Cottage. The ~tudy shall include : 

(1) recommendations on the major interpretive themes and stories, including us·e of 
·the Anderson Cottage as Lincoln's ·summer White House, as well as use by other 

· U.S. ~residents; 

· (2) how the Anderson Cot~age might be linked to major Lincoln, civil war, and civil 
rights themes ·in·the D.C. area; 

. . 
(3) recommendations on management and interpretation of the Anderson Cottage, 
including eligibility for inclusion in the National Park System or. affiliation with the 
National Park Service; 

( 4) an assessment of special conditions on public visitation at USSAH, addressing the 
need for safety and privacy of the Home's residents; · 

(5) recommendations on cooperative agreements with the District of Columbia and 
Federal entities; 

(6) an assessment of the restoration needs of the Cottage~ and 

(7) cost estimates for each alternative~ 

(b) REPORT. The ~ecretaryshaU transmit to Congress a report on the findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations ofthe·resou~~e study under subsection (a). .. 

. . 
(c) There is authorized to be appropriated $50,000 to carry out the purposes of this Act. 
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Introduction · 

The tourism industry of Washington, D.C., is highly successful in bringing more than 21 million visitors to . 
the city every year. A recent survey by the Travel Industry Association tells us that 61 percent of these travelers 

come here because they are interested in American history and culture-a higher percentage than any oth_er city . 
in the nation. 

This presents an enonnous opportunity. Our tourists see only a fraction of what there is to see in 
Washington, D.C. Most of our guests visit the National Mall, the museums, and the memorials in the monu­
mental core; and then return home. They do not experience the great American city beyond the monuments that 
is also rich in the unique history and culture they seek. This report is designed to reveal some of the treasures in 
our downtown and our neighborhoods that our visitors miss, and-to alert our policy makers and cultural organi­
zations to the chance to bring more dollars to the city while telling a new story about Washington, D.C., off the 
Mall. 

We have an opportunity to show millions of people from around the nation and the world that this is a 
beautiful, vibrant, fascinating city--a good place not only to visit, but to live and do business, and a national 
capital of which they can be proud. Indeed, it is a capital that reflects their own life and experience, because 
Americans of every race and creed have made it what it is. A new, international phenomenon known as heritage 
or cultural tourism provides away .. 

THE PROMI-SE OF HERITAGE TOURISM FOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 

There is reason to believe our visitors are looking for our off-the-Mall treasures. Travel-industry research tells 
us that today's sophisticated travelers have seen the major sights and are tired of homogenized attractions 

that make every place look like every other .. They do not want to be passive or part of the herd. They are looking 
for authentic experiences that put them in touch with the unique history, culture, and character of a particular 
place. 

People travel today to learn as well as have fun. They are looking for places that link their life experiences 
with those of_ others. Many of them are urban adventurers, people who love to explore cities and find places oth­
ers have not discovered. The 1995 White House Conference on Travel and Tourism identified this trend as cul­
tural tourism, and made it a priority. Cultural and heritage tourism is the fastest-growing segment of the travel 
indliStry in the United States and the world. · 

Off-the;Mall Wa5hington is the kind of. undiscovered territory many of our visitors are seeking. Most will, of · 
course, focus on the monuments and memorials on a 'first or even second visit here. We are privileged to have 
the great symbols of the nation's heritage in our hometown. But these sites are overcrowded; Visitors must 
increasingly wait in long lines, or obtain timed-entry tickets to the most popular attractions. Our tourists need 
the change of pace and more personal experiences our off-the-Mall museums and other local attractions can 
~ . 

People also come back to Washington again and again--to bring their families, to do business, or to attend 
·conventions. In addition, there are almost five million people in the region, many. of whom do not take advan­
tage of the cultural and historical attractions of the city. They also need new places to take the family members 
and friends who visit them. '' 

Tourism is the number one private-sector business in Washington, D.C., worth $4.2 billion a year to the 
ltta~ economy. This is true even though most of our guests spend most of their time visiting free museums and 
~Opping in tax -free shops on the Mall. This report is designed to bring some new raw materials to our major 
industry. When fully packaged and prepared, they can i:evitalize neighborhhods; bring new tax dollars to our 
city, and draw new customers to our local shops,. restaurants and cultural institutions. In the process; We will 
Paint a new picture of our city as beautiful, historic, cosmopolitan, and fun. . 

Capital Assets • 1 

Off~ the-Mall 

Washington is the kind 

of undiscovered 

territory many of our 

visitors are seeking. 
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The upcoming 

bicentennial of the city 

as the nations 

capital provides 

an unparalleled 

opportunity to carry 

out a comprehensive 

heritage tourism 

initiative in 

Washington. 

The November 1998 Economic Summit. spearheaded by the D.C. Department of Housing and Community 
Devel,opment, made it clear that Washington is ready to take advantage of heritage tourism as an economic 
devejopment tool. The Strategic Economic Development Plan, fommlated during the planning activities pre­
ceding the summit. calls for bringing more 'isitors to the District and moving them beyond the Mall. as well as 
involving neighborhood residents and businesses in preparing their_ own development plans that include her­
itage1and cultural attractions. Capital Asset;; provides the raw material to support such initiatives .. 

) ' ~ . ' 

WHAT IS HERITAGE TOURISM? 

Heritage tourism. also referred to as cultural tourism, was defined by the 1995 White House Conference on 
Travel and Tourism as "travel directed toward experiencing the arts, history, and special character of unique 
places." The conference recognized that heritage tourism initiatives can strengthen the nation's cultural insti­
tutio\15 and bring e<;onomic development to American localities, from rural communities to urban neighpor­
hoo¢;. The conference declared such initiatives a national priori~·· 

:I 
;) 

I' 
I 

THE DC HERITAGE TOURISM COALITION 

The DC Heritage Tourism Coalition, the creator of this report, is a consortium of more than 70 off-the-Mall 
heritage and cultural institutions from East of the Ri\·er to Georgetown. They include historic houses, neigh­

bor~ood historical societies. museums, libraries, preservation groups, ethnic organizations, historic gardens and 
cemeteries, arts organizations. historic houses of worship. and community .development corporations. as well as 
members of our ciry·s tourism industry. · 

;The group was convened in 1996 by the Humanities Council of Washington, DC and The Histofical Society 
of Washington, D.C. to be a catalyst for a heritage tourism initiative in the nation's capital. It is now an inde­
penqent, non-profit organization. dedicated to strengthening the image and the economy of the District of 
Coltiinbia by engaging visitors in the diverse heritage of the city beyond the monuments. 

;In its first few years, the Coalition has begun to develop some exan1ples of the kinds of new "'tourism prod-
·. ucts:! we need to help tourists find and enjoy our off-the-Mall attractions. It has. for example, created ·a bus tour 

of t~e Shaw neighborhood. "Duke Ellington's D.C.," that focuses on the rich African American histor)' of 
Washington, and a walking tour of historic downtown for the Discovery Chan.nel Store that features an archeolo­
gy e~ibit in the store. old photographs and documents, and dran1atic stories that bring downtown's Civil War 
and .diverse ethnic history to life. 

·. iMany of the attractions described in Capital Assets will soon be featured in a neighborhood heritage map, 
produced in collaboration \\ith The Historical Society of Washington, D.C., Metro, and the National Endowment 

· for the Humanities. The Coalition is also de\'eloping the city's first neighborhood historic marker program, in 
collaporation with The Historical Society of Washington. D.C. and the Downtown DC Business Improvement 
District. New neighborh~ walking tours for Capitol Hill and Southwest ·are underway with funds from the city's 
Ma~eting Center. 

'There is, however. as this report reveals. much more ~o be done. The upcoming bicentennial of the city as 
·I . 

the J1ation's capital provides an unparalleled opportunity to carry out a comprehensive heritage tourism initia-
tive ~n Washington. The Coalition is ready to work with the city government and with the DC Committee to 
Promote Washington, the Washington DC Convention and Visitors Association, the DC Chamber of Commerce, 
the Washington Convention Center Authority. and the Hotel Association of Washington. D.C., to do this. 

:Jbe city has a new marketing slogan--Washington, D.C., 7be American Elperience-·- created·by tile DC 
Committee to Promote Washington. TI1is report provides the raw material to create the tours, perfonnances, 

. exhibits, heritage trails, and other opportUJ1ities th~t Will invite o.ur guests. to link their 0\~~1 lives to the American 
~rience in Washington in ways that. are comfortable, educational, easy, and fun. 

'· <-



CAPITAL ASSETS,;.A HERITAGE INVENTORY 

This report is the result of a heritage ;md cultural inventory conducted in 1997'and 1998 by the DC Heritage 
'lc>urism Coalition. with partial support from the D.C. Office of Economic Development. Communities across 

the nation ha1e been looking to their strengths rather than dwelling on their liabilities by doing "asset map­
iling ... identifying the people and places that enrich a place as well ;L~ constitute resources for economicdevelop­
:!lclll. 

Seldom In~ thi~ ;L~set mapping included heritage and cultural sites. as this DC Heritage Tourism Coalition 
il:'.tJlto!'l docs. It is only a partial list in what will be an ongoing project, and we welcome all 
~~~~cstions for additions.:\' rich as this list is. it is not comprehensive. \V;L~hington ·s'thriving perfom1ing 
:Ji·ts--theater. music. and d;HlCe--are well described elsewhere and this project does not. attempt to catalogue 
:!Jl'IIL llom:l'er. the lil'ely arb. resuurants. and special retail attractions have been included on a selective basis 
-.\ih:n: they specifically enhance .the historical and cultural identity of the neighborhoods in which they are 
1ound. 

This report :ilso highlight' a few people with energy and ideas already at work to enhance the cultural 
:t:,~t:b oi their nei~hborhoods. \\'e are acutely aware that they are merely examples of the many other dedicated 
~_·;t:zens in e1ery corner of the city. All of these efforts will be more effective if they ;.tre part of a comprehensive. 
~_·a1 \\ide strategy. . . . 

~!any people in neighborhoods 3cross the city helped with this project. Those who came to meetings arid 
~pent hours ;L<;sisting us are listed at the end of this report. The many others who answered our calls :illd provid­
ed infonnation have our deep thanks. 

Those who helped us agree that, while we want to welcome guests into residential Washington, we must do 
it in sustainable ways that do not overburden o~r attractions or dan1age fragile places. We need to b(; careful not 
t(J take big buses where s~1aller vehicles or walking tours could be arranged. We cannot overwhelm small spaces 
with crowds that spoil the experience and harm s~all sites or a community's way of life. The city has·atremeri­
dous asset in it<; ~letro subway system, one of the most modem and attractive in the world. Not only is it a safe 
and efficient means of transportation, the ride is an experience in its own 'right. Metro needs to be a key compo­
nent of a heritage tourism initiative in Washington. 

What Other Cities are Doing to Prom.oie Heritage Tourism . 
Cities across the nation are proving that heritage tourism works through investing in new tourism products and 
experiences, packaging, and marketing. 
• Philadelphia is bu:esting $12 million in primte and public money to make heritage ~ourfsm a linchpin 

in iJS economic development planning. . . · · · · 
• The government of Kansas City has ini·ested $27 million in an African American jazz museum and 

other at/rae/ions at ·18th. and Wne, ,recognizing that African American tourists spend $30 billion a year 
in America. 

• Los Angeles, with a tourist industry the size of tbe Washington area, estimates its .heritage tourism inilia-
tl/.le could bring an additional $3 billion to the region. , · · 

• Neigbborhood tours sponsored by the Chicago Office of Tourism are leaving up to $250,000 a year in 
new, locally run craft shops. 

For more examples and case studiC$, see Culture and Commerce, the report of. a citywide heritage. tourism 
conference in ~larch .1998, initiated by the DC He~tage Touris~ Coalition and cariied out in collaboration with 
the Cultural and Heritage Tourism Progran1 of the D.C. Office of Economic Development and the DCGhar11ber 
ofCommerce. Call202-661-758l. ' 
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Ready: (Above) The Heurich 
House Museum of The Historical 
Society of Washington. D.C.. a 
lavish Victorian home open for 
visitors. 

Courtesy. The Histocicat Society ol Washington. 
D.C. 

In Danger: (Right} The 
Howard Theatre. once the jewe) 

of Washington's "Black 
Broadway.· now empty and 

deteriorating. 

. -----·--·-··----·---·-·--···----·- . -·---··------

I' 
A CALL TO ACTION 

This report. as rich as it is in lists of attractions, is not intended to be a guide book. It is a call to action. It 
~alyzes the heritage and cultural resources of \\'ashington, D.C., according to their readiness for visitors. 

Some of our historic sites are ready right now to be packaged and marketed in new ways. Some of our most . 
imJ9rtant sites. however, are unmarked, uninterpreted. locked, hard to find. in neighborhoods not ready for ris­
itors·, or, in the worst cases, empty and derelict. 

;: -

Capital Assets lists our historic sites and other cultural attractions in three categories: 
.~ ; I , , 
,: 
:r 

• READY. 

Thck places are open, in the business of welcoming people and actively providing a tourist experience. Most 
mu5eums, for example, fall into this category. 

ii . . 

• POTENTIAL NOT FULLY REALIZED. 
l· ·,' . 

This category includes such attractions as parks, gardens. historic cemeteries, statuary and outdoor murals that 
are;kcessible to the general public but that are hard to find and that do not offer as rich an experience as they 
would if there were programs. signs. or tours. It also includes buildings and sites important.for their architec: 
turill merit or historic significance that have no signs identi~·ing them and no acti\•e interpretation. There are 
also, ri1any sites. such as many of our historic places of worship. that are locked and inaccessible. 

~ ! . 
II • 

• IN DANGER. 

·These attractions are important sites that are empty. in physical disrepair, and in some cases derelict and in dan­
geriof demolition. 

Potential Not FullyRealized: (Above) Anderson Co!lagearrhe L·.~ 
Soldiers· and Airmen ·s Home. 11·herr Abraham Lincoln ll'role rile lin.1l 
draft of the Emancipation Proclamariun and spriH one-cJuartr·r of Iii~ 
presidency; unresrored and nor staffed for regular l'isiralion. 

Co~nesy. U.S SJtdiers· ao: AHmen·s Homr: 



The Civil War 
NATIONAL HisTORY PLAYED OUT IN' WASHINGTON, o~c-. 

Civil War buffs throng the battlefields in· nearby Maryland and Virginia, but seldom thin~ to include the historic sites 

associated with the Union.·s central command in Washington. . · 

The. Civil War changed the nation and its capital city forever. Before the need for a strong defense focused attention on, 

Washington, Americans were not so sure they wanted ·a strong federal government. The undeveloped na~ional capital, with 

its muddy stre.ets and few physical improvements, was an1ple evidence of the nation's ambivalence. With the attack on Fort 

Sumter, things changed quickly. The city was inundated with soldiers; newspaper reporters, and busineSs entrepreneurs. 

The city suddenly got a public water supply and iis first p4blic ~treetcars. Schools; churches, .and other institutions were 
. . 

commandeered for hospitals and other wartime uses until camps and hospitals could be built. The city was encircled with · 

63 forts on the surrounding heights--the most elaborate defense of any city in the Western Hemisphere at the time. 

i·here are scores of places where a visitor can relive this history, beginning with one of the most important and least .. . ( 

known battlegrounds of all--Fort Stevens off Georgia Ave!1ue--where Union forces prevented a Confederate takeover of the 

capital of. the Union as Lincoln himself stood on the ran1parts. It is the only place in the world where a sitting president of 
'· . ' 

the L!nlted States has ever come und~r enemy fire. While this was the 01ily fort to see action. the remains of others can be 

found throughout the city. And what the city lacks in battlefields. it makes up for in tales of political i1itrigue. Co~·federate 

spying. and assassination plots. 

The sites associ:iled with ,.\brahal;1 Lincoln alone would make a \veekend tour. perhaps beginning with one of the most 

imder-:ippreciated sites .in the city. his summer retreat at Anderson Cottage where he wrote the fiml version of the 
. ' . 

~mancipation Procl;unation. There·are at least eight cemeteries with Civil War burials in the District. One.c:in 1lso trace 

the for1tsteps tJf Clara Barton. Dorothea Dix. and \\'alt Whitman as they provided for the wounded. The list that follows 

nnly to11ches on the possibilities. r\ recent map of Civil \\'ar-related sites in Washington, D.C. by S\ephen \1. Fonnan and 

:·hllm~ P. Lowry lists 98 places in the District of Columbia thit might be part' of a Civil War tour~t experience i1~.the 
. . ' . 

natior1 :s capital. There is more detai_i in Fom1an:s .Guide Ia Cil'il lfttr Wasbinglon 

READY· 
·- . - ---·-··- ... '···---~--- .. ·-------·. _____ ..:...__ 

African American Civil War MemoriaL lOth and 
Vennont Ave., N.W. The nation's only n~tional memorial 
to African American Civil War soldiers, which, when com­
plete in july 1999, will include the names of 209,000 sol- . 
diers and their white officers, as well as a sculpture, the 
Spirit of Freedom, and a mu5eum and interpretation cen­
.ter in the adjacent Prince Hall Lodge. It is likely to become 
a place of pilgrimage for people from acroSs the nation. 

Battleground National Cemetery. 6625 Georgia 
Ave., N.W. The nation's smallest national cemetery com­
memorates the 41 soldiers who fell defending Ft. Stevens 

from the july 1864 Confederate :mack on Washington. 
While it is 'ready to be visited, its stmctures, sjgns, and 
markers are all in need of repair. 

.. Ft. Stevens, 13th and Quackenbos St., N.W .. The. only 
Civil War fort in Washington to see military action. It has . 
a National Park Service marker, but given its major signif­
icance, it is under-interpreted . 

·Ford's Theatre, 51 i lOth St., :'-i.W. The famous build­
. ing where Lincoln was assassinated still functions as a. 
theater, with the presidential box intact. There is a 
Lincoln Museum on the ground floor. 
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The sites 

· associated with . 

Abrah~m Lincoln 
· alone would make 

a weekend tour,. 

perhaps beginning 
with one of the 
most under­

appreciated sites 
in the city, his 
summer retreat at· 

Anderson Cottage 
I 

where he wrote 
the final version 
of the 

Emancipation 

Proclaination. 

The Spirit of Freedom 
sculpture at the African 
American Civil War 
Memorial. 

Courtesy, African American Civil War 
Memorial Foundation 



IIIII ;,/,;,,, l.ltwo/n walked 
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)ttltal'/ "·''''Y· tile only 
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. ,.. 

.; 
I 

.ii 

Peterson Hobse, 51610th St., N.W.:Thehouse across 
the street from ford's Theatre where Lincoln was carried 
and later dled: · ~o~ operated as a house museum'. ': . .' · · 

'•. fl ,· 
1,. \ . 

. Lincoln P:U-~i 11th and E. ~api_tol-St Site of the 
Emancipation· ~onumerit showing Linc9ln with a rising 
former slave, p~d for with donations from African · · 
American freedinen. · 

National Mu~~um of Health and Medicine, 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 682516th St., 
NW., Building ~~- Civil War medicine is a maj~r focus for 
this museum; exhibits include the bullet that killed 
President Lincdin. Located behind guarded gates on the 
campus of Walt~r Reed, his difficult for all but the m?st 
dedicated touri~t to find. · 

I' 
•' 

Memorial si~lptures. Most of the circles and squares 
along the aven~es of central Wash!ngton are embellished 
with sculpture commemorating heroes of the Civil War; 
McPherson,· Fatragut. Scott, Logan, Sheridan, and · 
Thomas are the most familiar. There are other less obvi­
ous memorials~:however, such as the Arsenal Monument 
in Congressionil Cemetery, commemorating 21 women 
who died in a rhunitions factory e>.:plosion. Kathryn 
Allamongjaco~ has dedicated an entire book to no fewer 
than 33 Civil War monuments in Washington, U.C. 
(Testament to :union). There is no organized interpreta­
tion of these pitks of history and art. . . . 

I' 

' 
Tours. American University Professor Edward C. Smith 
and historian ~d tour guide Stephen Forman both give 
tours of Civil W~r Washington, available for a fee by 
appointment: The National Park Service offers tours of. 
Civil War Georgetown free of charge·evel)' other Sunday in 
warm weather.:beginning at the;C & 0 Canal National 

Historical Park headquarterS ar .1 05711wmas jefferson St., 
N.W. 

POTENTIAL Nor fULLY REALIZED 

Anderson Cottage at the LS. Soldiers· and 
Airme~·s Home for Distinguished Veterans. at 
Rock Creek Church Road and r_·'lshur St.. N\'1'. Abraham 

' . ' 

Lincoln ·s summer \\'hite Hou~t:. -_,·here he wrote the final 
draft ofthe Emancipation Proc:J.mation-- a site of major 
national importance that is uninterpreted except by 
appointm~nt and empty except for some administrative 
offices. The beautifully landscaped grounds boast historic 
buildings and ancient trees, including a magnificent cop-

.. per ~ch under which Lincoln himself liked to sit. There 
is also a Civil War cemetery on the grounds, one of the 
first 1~ nation3.I cemeteri~ created for Civil War casual­
ties. (Arlington Cemetery was created when the cemetery 
at Soldiers' Home wa$ filled.) This is a place of enormous 
importance that has attracted the attention of the 
Millennium Project of the White House, yet it is threatened 
by serious financial problems and the potential develop­
ment of a section of i(:S grounds. 

Circle of Forts. Si.>.:ty-three f~rts were built on the highest 
· ground encircling the city of \\'ashington during the Civil 

War. Most of this land is still in public ownership, and many 
fort sites have become parks. There were plans to create a 
greenbelt and circular drive around the city on this land in 
the 1930s, follov.'ing ~mmendations in the 1901-02 
McMillan Plan. They were never realized. Today most of 
the remains of these mililal)• installations, except for Fort 

. Stevens, are overgrown or not readily accessible .. 

Cemeteries. Many of Washington's historic burial 
grounds have Civil War graves. such as Congressional, 
Glenwood Mount Olivet, Oak Hill, and Rock ' . . 
Creek cemeteries. There are also smaller cemeteries 
specifically created for Civil War dead, including 
Battleground Cemetery and the cemetery at the 
Soldiers ~d Airmen's Home, noted above, and a 
small cemetel)' at St Elizabeths Hospital. Stephen 

· M. Forman, a local tour guide and historian who special­
izes in the Civil War, has catalogued some of the specific 
graves in his Guide to Cit til u:ar Washington. There is no 
regularly scheduled interpretation of these sites . 

,. ' 

:·· 



Clara Barton's office and home, 437 7thSt., N.W. A 
dramatic chance discovery recently revealed the tDird floor 
of this downtoWn building, owned by the federal govern: 
ment, as the home and office of the famed Civil War 
nurse. The General Services Administration and the 
National Park Service are working on plans to preserve 
and interpret it. 

Fort Lesley J. McNair, 4th and P St.. S.W. The place 
where the Lincoln conspirators were held awaiting trail, 
and where they were hung. Part of the judge's chamber 
remains at the site. While visitors are usually allowed on 
the grounds of Ft. McNair with identification, this site is · 
not interpreted.· . ·. 

Mary Surratt. Boarding House, 604 H St., N.W. One 
of the oldest residential buildings in Washington, this 
1840s franle house became a boarding house frequented 
by the Lincoln conspirators. There is a plaque on the 
building, but its current function as Go los Chinese restau­
rant is far.from its historic identity, and few notice it. 

New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1313 New 
York Ave .. N.W. .The church of Abraham Lincoln: its pas­
tor. Rev. Phineas D. Gurley, conducted his funeral service. 
Although the church building is a new. expanded version 
of the earlier church. Lincoln ·spew remains in the sane- . 
tuary in its original place. 

Theodore Roosevelt Island, Potomac River at 
Georgetown. African Americ:m Civil W'ar soldiers were 
garrisoned and trained here. There is no public recogni­
tion of this at the site. 

Winder Building, 17th and G St., N.W. An 1848 build­
ing that served as the Office of the Quartermaster General 
and the Bureau of Military justice during the Civil War, 
and was probably visited frequently by Abraham Lincoln 
in the course of the war. The U.S. Signal Corps communi­
cated by flags to the forts and camps around Washington 
from the roof. 

IN DANGER 

" Old Naval Hospital, 9th and Pennsylvania Ave., S.E. 
The pt;edecessor of Bethesda Naval Hospital, this building 
was built in 1865 for wounded Civil War sailors; who had· 
been carried by boat to the nearby Navy Yard .. This site is 
totally intact, with carriage house and original wrought 

iron fence. Most recently used for social service progran1s, 
it is unmarked, unrec~gnized, and in poor physical condi­
tion. 

St. Elizabeths Hospital, 2700 ~lartin Luther King 
· Ave., N.W. Converted to a Civil War hospital specializing in 

artificial limbs, there is a little-known Civil War cemetery 
tucked away on the west campus. While individuals may 

· enter St. Elizabeths, tourism to this extraordinarv site is . . ' 

· not encouraged. There is no plan for the future of this 
west campus, n~w largely empty except for some adminis­
trative offices. Given its potential for development. the 
entire carripus is in danger. 

PEOPLE WITH £1\..ERGYAND IDEAS 

• l<em:chitdress:-f5ii15lic-dffalrs·olficer·Oflbe-u:s·~ 
c§p!t/iers!...-andllirmen:'s:Home::bas:recog1zi::ed:.the~ 
ce~zol:mous~importance:of-::Anderson-:co'ttage~SiiP 
cbas:been-:tNll{ing.a-sin,~liFifiln'ded:campaig1zjoY:its-:7 

cr.estoralioffcliictifiterpretatioff? 
· Ms.~Gbildress·cun:enl~l':git:es:tours 

~/f:.IJ)~-dppoiif!Jnent:::Y 

•.julia Washburn.. cbief inter- , , 
prell!rfor tbe Rock Creek Park · 1 

·~ J 

dit'ision oftbe National Capital ! 

Rl!gion of !be National Park 
Serrice is ll'Orking on a 1/l!tr. L;om­
pr!!beilsire interpretire plan tbctl 
tcilf. include enrichment oft be 

·interpretation at Fort Sterens and 
tbe otberforts in the city s circle of 
defensl!s. 

• Former Ci~~· Councilmember 
Frank. Smith led the multimil­
lion-dollar, volunteer ejJort to create tbe African 
American Civil War Memorial at JOtb and U St., 
N W, a major gift to tbe city and the nation that will 
be turned over to the National Park Service wben 
complete in summer 1999. 
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Kerri Childress in the 
room where Lincoln wrote 
the final draft of the 
Emancipation 
Prodamzltion. 
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• List ofStud.ies.on Anderson Cottage and Related Resource 
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' Recent Studies of Anderson Cottage and RelatedResources 

1. Anderson Cottage Historic Structure Report, Geier Brown Renfrow Architects, 
February, 1985 

2. United State Soldiers' and Airmen's Ho~e Preservation Plan, Volumes I and II,·Geier 
Brown Renfrow Architects, July 1985 

3. Study for the Restoration of Anderson Cottage, Geier Brown Renfrow Architects, 
August, 1985 .. 

4. United States Soldiers' and Airmen's Home/LCOR Public-Private Venture Business 
Plan, LCOR Incorporated, August, 1998. 

5. Capital Assets: A Report on the Tourist Potential of Neighborhood Heritage and 
, Cultural Sites in Washington, D.C., Kathryn Schneider Smith, DC Heritage Tourism 

, . Coalition, 19.99 · 

., . 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE inSTORIC ANDERSON'COTIAGE--SUMMER WIHTE HOUSE TO 
. THREE PRESIDENTS ~ 

1
(BY CATHERINE WATSON) (Extension of Remarks - J unc 18, 1999) 

• ' jl .• 

' . 

(P~ge: E:l338]" L:l.11k to• . GPO '• •. ;t?:DF ve.r .. ioS>. for tlii:a pa.ge •.. Hew 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 

in the House of Representatives 

FRIDAY. JUNE 18, 1999 

• Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on the grounds of the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home (USSAH) 
in Northwest Washington, D.C,. sits one of our country's most historic buildings, .the Anderson 
Cottage. Rarely visited and virtually unknown, it was the summer White House ofthree U.S.·. 
presidents: Chester Arthur, Rutherforn B. Hayes,and, most notably, Abraham Lincoln. President 
Lincoln spent a quarter of his presidency living at the Soldiers' Home and it was in Anderson 
Cottage where he wrote the last draft of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

• The building is in need of restoration, and the USSAH has been wurk.ing with the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation to find funding to restore the building and open it up as an historic site. 
Anderson Cottage'also is listed as one of the First Lady's' Save America's Treasures' sites. The 
following article illustrates the importance of this home, as well as the equally historic Soldiers' 
and Airmen's Hom~ on which it sits. 

[FROM THE WASHINGTON TIMES, MARCH 18, 1999} 
I 

(BY CATHERINE WATSON) 

I went to Washington reeently to look for links to one of the country's heroes. l.wanted to e~plore the 
city that Abraham Lincoln knew. the Washington of the Civil War. 

' . 

Because 1 had only a few days, I thou~~t I shout~ choos~ the big names. But the hi~hlight was a place I 
had never heard of-one. of the least-vtslted ofLmcoln sttes and arguably the most tmportant: Anderson 
Cottage . (See? 1 didn't_~ ink you had heard of it.) 

The cottage lies off North Capitol Street, on the grounds of what Lincoln knew as the Soldiers' Home, 
now the U.S. Soldiers' ~d Ainrien's Home, a handsome. 320-acre campus on high ground in the 
Northwest quadrant of the city. About 1,100 retired enlisted personnel live there, veterans from World 
War n through Vietnam. . . ~:;~ , ~ ~, . ::.: 

I pSrked near the house~ walked up the wooden porch steps and entered ~ large room that would be 
familiar instantly to anyone who l<nows military posts. There was that same smell of governmental dust 
the same kind of linoleUm alternating with Veterans Affairs gray paint on the floor, even the same 
sickly pale green on so;~e of the walls. lliked it. . . . . . 

: .· .. :(~: ~ .. - .. 
. ::' 

-.: . 
; .... :;: 

:·j_~.~·~. •.r .. · •.. ,. • . -·:. <.~-· 
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J3ut there didn't seem to be much to see. Just how important is it historically? 

Ve!"f •. said Kerr~ Childr~. public affairs .~ire<;tor for the tto~e, whose office is in Anderson Cottage . 
Thts ts where Lmcoln fimshed the Emanctpation Proclamatmn. . · · . · 

Ms. Childress, 'a tall, slim woman with bright blond, short-cropped hair~ has a contagious enthusiasm for 
the Soldiers' Home, its residents and Anderson Cottage . · · · 

'This really is a well-kept secret,' she said. 'Even the_.Lincoln buffs are sometimes surprised.' 

More sutprising is how rarely it's visite4=•ttemgsHJttop41tquQits·~f.JY£!&f~-WY~-~-.th~;l..cot~SZ:; ~ 
'If this building were any place else,. it would be a national shrine,' Ms._ Childress said. LWe-make-such.a 
,bJg:deal:oucof:Eord~s:..Theater::Notliing-tiappened-there-excipt-tnaflfe-::died::=-T-fiiS:Was-wliere-ne-li~:-::9 ° 
~is-wa5_where.he.created.-This-~here.he,became--Abraham,bincoJ.n~~ 

2of4 

Like mariy presidents, Lincoln had a summer White House1 though I had never associated that plain 
nuin with such a luxury. This was it--a getaway that may have been the only place in Washington where 
he and his family had a semblance ofnonnallife oranything approaching happiness. 

It's still fresh and countrylike, but now the SoldierS' Home is an island awash in city streets. During 
Lincoln's summers, it was well outside of smelly, muddy, crowded, insect-ridden Washington--a 
genuine country estate built for a local banker in 1840. · 

The government purchased the property in 1850 to create one of the nation's first homes for veterans. 
The cottage was renamed at the stanofthe Civil Wax to honor Maj. Robert Anderson, the Union 
Commander of Fort Sumter, the .bastion off the South Carolina coast where the first ofticial shots were 
fired. 

Anderson Cottage was the first infirmary at the Soldiers' Home, the first guest house and, in 1954, the 
first dormitory for female veterans, Ms. Childress said. 

The gray-stucco cottage also served as summer White Iiouse for presidentS Rutherford B. Hayes and 
Chester A. Arthur. President James Buchanan had his summer residence across the street. 

But it's the Lincoln connection that maUers most. 

'Secretary of War Edwin Stanton did not want Lincoln up here,' Ms. Childress said. 'He felt they could 
not protect him out here.• Stanton probably was right. · . . 

- . 

From late June to early November, starting in_1862, Lincolncommuted virtually daily by horseback 
between the cottage and the White House, accompanied by 20 to 30 cavalrymen with their swords 
drawn. He didn't much care for the escort. 

Even so, Ms. Childress said, one night he lUTived at the cottage without his stovepipe hat. It had been 
shot off his head. . . 

Anden~n Cottage also is where-John Wilkes Booth's first plot against $e president was supposed to 
have been carried out. It was a kidnapping plan that later was abandoned in favor of a bullet. · 

There, too, Mary Todd Lincoln heldseances, tiying to connect with the spirit of her son, Willie, who 
had died in the White House just three months betbre the Lincolns first came to Anderson Cottage . 

' ' ' I 

Thi~ also is where Mrs. Lincoln spent two months recuperating from an 1863 caniage accident. Some 
historians believe the Carriage liad been tampered with in an attempt on Lincoln's life, Ms. Childress 
said. . . 

"<-~-: ':- .i~~ .. :_.~;.~1 .... 

~: . j::h~1~~- .. ~ 
. ·''lf!.'~/;(~!':•~' ... ; .. 

... •: 

. .. . . :~ . ~ .. '• . 

6f23199 9:43 A 



------~------

PHOTO COURTESY Of SOl.DIE!fS HOME 

Abraham Li.rcoln and his family spent sununers here. 

. National Perspective 
DAVID M. SHRIBMAN 

Abtaham Lincoln 
did thinking here 

I 

W
ASHING- Fields wrote of his last ride 
TON - Abra- from the capital to the cottage 
ham Lincoln the day before he died: "His eye 
and his wife had that expression of profound 

, retreated in weariness and sadness which. I 
grief here- after the death of never- saw in any other human 
~eir son ..• The wartime presi- eye." It was the look of Lincoln, 
dent and his faffiily found a few pain coursing from every pore. 
moments :or peace and solace That sadness and pain had 
here amid war and struggle. its home on the grounds of what 
The Great Emancipatorleil.rned is now knoWn as the US Sol­
of the Union victor:y at Antietam · diers' and Ainnen's Home in 
here, repaired to the second- northeast Washington. Today it 

/< •• 

floor office and worked on a is a bustling place, all Cars and 
draft of ~e Emancipation Proc~ concrete. In Lincoln's day, 
lamation. 1 . though, it was the country. Its 
. This ;small cottage on the hill provided a splendid view, 

outskirtS of Washington that from on 'high, into Washington. 
served ~s Lincoln's summer Its trees, including a copper 
White H~use stands.so far from beech that still stands, provided 
the daily commerce of politics a· place for Lincolll's children to 
that it iS all but forgotten.:No play and, at·.least once, for.the 
one visits. No post cards are president to climb. 
available.· No guidebooks tout In all, Lincoln spent.about a 
its imp<jfL You ym stand in the quarter of his presidency here. 

very 1 room =========== Most YC3:I"S be 
whe·~;e . the wouidtm<JVe his 
Emanc~pation (amily. to the 
p r('c\amation cottage from 
was polished Lincoln's early.sprillg tO 
and feel, well, retreat is late fall, .com-
absolutely ....... l:lre. almost·. muting iiito 
nothing. U.lllll\! · town each 

Here .. is a everything else morning, the-
"r\T"nco;r-v.,t inn ;,n,n·no'' ta\tinn 

.. 
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nothing. · 
Here is a 

preservation 
and restoration 
project waiting 

· to happen. 
The capital 

· is a festival of 
wide boule­
vards - .. and 
tiny corridors 
of power. It iS a 

·unlike alinost · 
everything else 

about 
Washington: It 
is notable not 
·for glory but 

for grief., 

muting. into· 
town each 
morning, the 
journey taking 

·Jess time on 
horseback in 
1864 than it 
does by t..:ui in 
1997. 

The original 
mantelpieces 
and banisters 
are still here. 
The trees that city of monu-

mental build~ 
ings - and hidden power cen­

·-ters. It provides a giant stage; 
for performers - and a few real 
levers of power. And· so one of 
the lessons of Washington- not 
only in our time-but in all time -
is to seek power in the nooks 
and crannies, in the out-of-the-

. way places beyond the reach of . 
the searching eye. 

This is the ultimate nook, 
the supreme. cranny; · ' ' 

) so beguiled the 
president have grown ever more 
lush:·,and beguiling, The stucco . 
exterior· and the green-and­
white t.riril of an early Gothic re­
vival cottage are much as they 
w'ere in Lincoln!s time. But 
that's about .all. 

But Lincoln's retreat is a re­
markable place for another rea­

...... _ .. Son .. rt..~ .. wilike alnlost every-

'·":~~i.~lse .. about Washingf:on:It 

The cottage is a plain .old of" 
fice building, completely without . 
charm. Paint peels from the 
walls ·and falls off in WlSightly 
clumps from the ceilings. The 
main entryway is now the ladieS' 
restroom. Maybe it is a meta-

. phor for democracy that an Un.­
forgettable figure used this 
.~ow-forgettable ~tting for his 
deepest reflection. 

.... 

·is notable not. for. the speeches· 
given here but for the thoughts 
that lingered here. It is notable 
not for the decisions that were 
made here but for the emotions 
that were explored -here. It is 
notable not for glory but for 
grief. 

Here, in a place that once 
was remote, a setting that 
Washingtonians used for horse 
carriage noes and ice skating, 
America's wartime president 
went into retreat Sometimes he 
would slip aWay to visit the local 
hospitals where the ambulance 
trains dumped tile wounded sol­
diers from across the Vu-ginia 
line. Sometimes he woUld wan­
der to the cemeteries, full ()f 
Union dead, standing with oilier 

. mourners, as if to soak up tile 
grief. Always with him was the 
pain of the war he" could not stop 
and, he feared, the war he could 
not win. 

Lincoln is remembered to­
day for soiuing thoughts and 
soaring phrases, but mostly his 
heart occupied the lower alti­
tudes. The diarist Maunsell B . 

"I can think of no more his­
toric unl<;nown place in the coun-. 
try," says David LOng, an East 
Carolina University historian. 

Now there are the stirrings 
of a preservation ~ffort The 
Lincoln Forum of the Civil War 
Education Association is trying 
to stoke interest in restoring the 
cottage_ So is the National Trtist 
for Historic Preservation. "We 
need· to preserve this and do 
right by this," says Richard 
Moe, p~dent of the trusi.. ' · 

This is a restoration project 
wiili a difference;· though. It is a· 
reminder, more urgent today 
thari perhaps at any time in our 
history, that the work of politics 
and. government doesn't occur 
only at podiwns and in co~it-

. tee chambers. ·For -Lincofn,. as 
for us all, it goes on in· little coto 
tages where _the trappings of 
power _,;u-e--s&ipped . away and 
where we are left alone, trapped 
by our 'thoughts, our e·motions 
and, if we are lucky, the better 
angels ~f our n;;ture. · 

. ·\ .. 
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TODAY'S QUOTE 

)> "TTlt ball or is monger rhan tht buller.· 
-AbrAham Lincoln {1856) 

Starliibune 

, SurT~;t'O:osb)'Cr:et'oC¥.r.son AMotoon Cotto( e. o woCI-kopt Met~~ on tho ,,_,do of tho U~ SoidMn' an4 AJrmen'o Ko1Min Wasllin(ton, D.C.. •• U.CO..'o l<ltniMf Wblte. KovM. 

Abe Lincoln's Washington 
Cather~ llewon 

WASHJ!':GrON, D.C. -It's lwd !o r<m<mber, amid 
the rraffic and the con~rsy. thor this city uisu in 
mort than present tense.~~ it still bas tangible ties to 

th• pasL ~~ it"s still connected to haoes. 
l,..entto Wuhington recently to look for 
links, !O one or them. I wanted to aplor< 

the city that Abralwn Llncoln knew, the 
Washington of the Civil War. I didn't 
aped to be ovawhelmed, but I was 
'"-by bow many pia= wert oignili· 
:cant In his life. and by bow m.any o( 
·'those~ otill standing. 
'; This Is still Uncoln ·, city, in mart 
:I than im&giriary ~ys. 
' There are so many Llncoln ain· 
nections. in ~ct- from the White 

, House to FonfsTheatrt -;-that a . 
.... Uk wouJdn 't·be enough time to sec 
them all. Since I bad only a rew d.ays · 

in late lanlwy.l bad to pick and 
choose. Mosdy I chose the big rwnes. 

· becaU.. it bad been along time since I'd 
seentbem. . 
But the~ was a pl&ee 1 bad never 

beard or- one or the least visited of UN:oln lites and 
arguably the most bDportant: Anderson Cottace. (Seer I 
didn't think you'd Dean! or ltJ 

I found it on my l&st aftanoon In the city, wben I bad 
~ for only one ~ visiL The cottage lies nonb or the • 
. Upllol My other option was the old WashiJictou•Anc­
nol. Fon McNair,ln. Oucdy the Opposite ditealoa, owbae 
the <XK:Onspintoa In lobn Wilk.eo ll!>oth'o unnjnarinn 
plot wert banged, • . 
· I was rorn.liu! I W.. also ~oftemooa aamc. and 
Juot then II was ea&lc:r 1D tum DCtth than -.dl.AI>dc.xl 
Couare ills. I thouclll.IWia&inl 01>10 Nord> Capllal 
S<rm. I knew the minute I cOt thene that 11-the debt 
cboioe. 

·>~-=-: 

U>COin •..s to Ned ..s.r tile · tnftcloos ot tiolo- beech trM on tile 
~· ~to.oc- beoldo.~Cottoce. 

Rich with Chil War ~ctures and monuments, 
. . 

Washington, D.C., is still Uncoln's city. Easily the most 

interesting site is one almost nobody visits: Anderson 
' I . , . 

Cottage, Lincoln's summer White House. "We make 

.. such a big deal out of ~~·s Theatre," the cottage's 

spokeswoman said. •"tfiis was where he lived." It's also . 



.,./ 
/ 

About 1,100 retired enlisted 
personnel live on the grounds 
Soldiers' Home Anderson Cottage . 

The howe sW\ch on the lcm:ly Like llWIY presidenu, lincoln 
.,::ounds of"'-iut Uncob kJ'lcw u h.ad • summer \\'hite Hous.c. 
~~c Soldiers' Home. no....,· the though J"d never us.ociated that 
Urute~ Sw<> Soldiers and AM· pW11 rr~ with such aluxwy.lhls 
~:en's Home IUSSAH).a h.uld· wu it -a gct1way !Jut mayh.ave 
•1rac 3~0-acrc urnpus en high been lhc only pl.J.~ in \\'.uhin~:ton 
~ ound in the nonhcm p>rt ol the "'here he and tu.lomily had 1 

~ :y. About 1.100 retired cntiitt'd s.embl.mcc of nonnalli!c or any· 
,.....r)on..,d l.i\'C t.hcrc. vetcr~s thing approaching h.ippines.s. · 
\Jr.> \\'arid 1\'u II throut;h \'iel· l!'s uill fm.h and countty·lile 

t m up !here. bul now the Soldiers' 
I poll led neu the house, walled. Home is 11\ isll1\d awuh in cil)' 

lj;'lhe ,.·oodcn porch ucps and sueeu. Owing Lincoln's slim· , 

E
tcrcd a La:£c room that wu mcrs. it wu well ouWdc of smeUy, 
Sl.uulr (~. though nol !or muddy. cro••dcd. ins«t·riddcn 
"cL,esque rc:u<>ns.l grew up Washington- a genuine countty · · oc • r..Wrary rescrntion. in the estate built !or aloc.al b.anler in 

f<:<rl1\s Ad:r.i.."lisuation cncl.l\.., 111-40. 
f Fan S~ellL'&· 11\d this in~erior The govcnunent pwclascd lhe 
&!lltC suait;ht from my childhood. pro petty in 1850 to ac.ate one of 
There ..... that umc smcll or so'r· the nation's first~· homes. 
tn:ncntoll duu, the wnc kind of The C'ltt.lgc wu renamed at the 
'"olewn altemoting ,.;th VA gray start of the Civil War to honor Maj. · 
,..:nt on thellDOr. even. the same Robert Anderson. Union com-
~cUy polle green on some of lhc IIWider of Fon Swnter. the bu· 
~·alls.lliled iL tion off the South c..iotina co~(. 
I But there didn't seem to be "'here the first officioll U.Ou were 
1(-.uch to aee. Jwt bow importl1\t is 6ted. 
~ ~.i.storicallyl · Anderson C.m.age ..-~the first 
~ Vel)'. said l:eni Cnildress, pub· ln6tm.ary at the Soldiers' Home. 
Jtc ~olin director for USSAH. the first guest howe at~d, in 19~. 
.. ~1os.e or!lce is in Anderson Cot· the first dormitory roc women vet· 
C. .e. This is "'bcre Lincoln fin. cnns, o( wbom !here arc now 93, 
;"ed the Emat~cip•tion Procl.a· OlildrCS£ said. 
,.. .ttiun. The gray-,rucco cottage a1s.o 

I Ch.i:dress, 1 tall, slim woml1\ SCNed ~summer White Howe 
· . i:.i loior;· :rop;>e<!. bright blond for presidenu Ruthcr.ord B. H.ay .. 
~...llr. h.u t u:mugiow enthusium &nd Ole.ster A. Arthur. President 
to: the Solc!iers' Ho:ne, ilS rcsi· James Bucharw~ hod his summer 
dents a..'ld Anderson Cou~ge. resiaeilce acros.s lhe street. 
• "This re~y is • ,.·eU-kept sc- . But it's the lincoln connection 
c:et." .tic said. "E•·en !he lincoln that in.aucrs most. 
bu!!'s are sometimes surprised.· · I 

More swprising is how rarely Mrs. Uncoln's refuge 
it's visited: AJ mosL 100 towisu a "Secretary o!War Ed"in Stan· 
rear ma.oocc 10 find the cottage. ton did not wo:nt Lincoln up here." 

·. ·u !his building were 11\)pl.ace Olildtess said. "He felt they could 
c!se, it ..-auld be a n.ational not protect him out here. • SW\ton 
.:-.r~,c." QillC:.., said. "We rrW:e. wu pro~ly right. 
s;ic..i a big de.! out of ford'• The· From l.atelunc to car!yl'o-

....,Gr'f,...., 
\ 

care for !he escort. did 1101 entetu.in and did as little 
. E~n so, Qilldr.., said. one business as pouiblc." Olildress 

night be arrived bad atlhe cot· ',.said. "There is V'Cf)' linlc doubt in 
tage "'ithout his stovepipe btL It my mind tl:•t some of lincoln's 
hod been shot off his hc.ad. • grc.atesl tho~g!l:s 11\d ·grc.atest 

Anderson Cottage ilio figUred · writings tool pl.acc in this howe. 
in John WUJ:.cs Booth's f.:st plot ·This is the orJy plocc he would 
against !he president- a kidnap· t..~ hod the sol.tce and the qui· 
ping plan that was l.tte: abl1\- crude to do !haL· 
doned in !.avor of a bullet. N. the afternoon deepened into 

Here, too, Mary Todd lincoln "'inter r..ilight. Olildress walked 
bcld se.ances. !tying to connect me across the dri~ to an ancient 
,.;th lhc •piril of her son. 1\"Lllie, copper beech. a gigat~tic Ucc ,.-;th 
.. no hod died in lheV.bitc Howe a knobby trunk and 1 ring or low 
jwt three monlhs before the Lin· branches touching the g:-ound. 

· co.lns 6tst c.ame to Anderson Cot· \\'here each touched. a young tree 
tage. had sprung up. . 

A.nd this is "'here Mrs. lincoln "In summer." Olildrcss said. :it 
spent r..-o monlhs rCC\lperoting is tile a big canopy." 
from 11\ 1863 c.arriage accident. Lincoln took refuge in there. 
Some historians believe that !he she said. \\ben aides couldn't find 
carriage hod been tam?cred ,.;lh him 11\).,.'hcte elsc,lhey'd look !or 
in 11\ ancmpt on lincoln'slife, him u.~der lhc .,.-ooping 
Childr.._. said. brat~ches, "'here he often went to 

~ln. Lincoln refused to be t.ak· read. 
en to the \\bit<: House a.'ter the Sometimes he even pl.aycd 
accident. "There was 11\ open· !here. He climbed this uee a cou· 
door policy at the I\ bite Howe· ~ pte of times, s.hc noted- once 
dwing the ,.or, Olildress said. "I ..,;th his son Tad.. another time 
c.an only im.a&inc the ch.aos." ,.;lh Scacwy SW\ton's children. 

Besides, ·~tn. Lincoln wun't 1..-as awed. TII.is tree kntiL' Abe 

The prosldontlal bo& In Fa<cf& Theot 
Uncoln • as lhol. One million >1o1tor 

ni1we.lt ~A:as deac! q~et there­
,genuinely peaceful. The onl~· 
sound from outsid~ "·as a p~ai:1· 
th·c bugle all as \'Cte:ans lo\1\·trt'd 
the Oag for the day. 

I co~d i:no~e;.ne the 1all. ga\:111 
p<esidentlea:ti:>g •&ainstlhe 5:c­
pl.ace mantel or looking out the 
"indo""> at the green l.a,.n that 
s:ill sunounds lhc conage. He 
probabl) e\'en looked through the 
s.a.rne pa..,cs of g!as.s . 

. ~·· !'othi.-,g htp;>cned there ex· ~mber, starting in 1862. Lincoln 
cc~tth.at he <!ied. li;is was ,.·here commuted by horscCad ber..·een 
~~ li~' This"'"' "'here he crt.Ol· the cctta~e at~d the White Howe·. 
t4! This..-~ .. ~ere he becar:>e · vittually d.ilf, accompmied by 20 
!!>:a. '>am Lincoln!" to 30 U\Uymen_ wit.h !heir 

swords cln .. -r.. He didn't much 

set up to be a politici.an's wife, - Lincoln- one oCtheb' living It hit me tr.e~: This place lw 
mo·re tO do ,_-;th l.i..'lcoln the p:cs· 
idcntlhan 11\Y other shrine. More 

Cottage Is little changed ... tha.'l hls wdl-presen~ home in 

es;>cci.ally a president'• ,.ife. \\~ t.'Ungs in this ,.·orld that did. 
com!oned ber was this pl.tce. • 

Abesarbor _ 
lo.1 Andct10n Coa.age. •LincoiD · 

lhcoln'• MCOft6&cw --In Andotoon tau.( .. Tblalo 1M--·"" tho~ 
!;oclMnallon. lfonllwolo ftOt O<i(NI.IMit tho -.tello..) Tile- &•Ia perlypo100-..,. a,... 

Getting In touch 
Meantime, Andct10n Conlee 

ccntinuesto be a ~to!· 
fice. U )OU'd liU to ccntribute 10 
1ts maintenance or impt0¥ICIDCDU. 
)OU an make checb out 10 
"USSAH/Anderson Cottace" and 
send !hem to the~ Stllteo S.. -.·and-·· Honoe.3700 
l'orth <Apltol St. NW. Washlnc· 
ton D.C. 20317. 

for -lafansydoaoa d>e 
ccnaceand~~Hpmc ~ 
chedr.lhcJ'Icb ilal'it -~ ... .-u;.-1belboft ..; • .,_ 
·~~< ..... a ..... :. • .'.L-A. -, ·~vr;~:a......&.;• 

USSAHII~ 

~ lllorC l.iO IIOIU1 OD 
North <Apitol Strcet Cor about 2 
miles until )'OU ~ Michlpn . 
A¥enue.; the ShMe ollbe lm· 
maculate ConCiejmOn will be 10 
your richt. Look Cor ligns directlnc 
)'OU to rum ldllnto the USSAH 
crounds. Stalf membetllt !be 
cates wm direct rou 10 !be c:oaage. 
There b free pm1IIC behiDd lt.lt'l 
beSt 10 ealllitst. apedally lf)'OU . 
-.u 10 bdDc oewnl people In: 1· 
2:02·722-3556. Houtlue e a.m.10 
4 p.m. Moaday duouch Friday. 

: ...... . 

s..d:inside.ls.aw that the cot· Springfield. Ill. More thl1\ the 
tage .... bigger thl1\ it looked - a frontier lwnlct or !'ew Sollcm. 
"cottage· only if)Ou ccmpared it ·More thl1\ the \\bite House iisel!.. 
,.-;th a awuioA Like the White Here he was not onto; com· I · 
Howe. The style is Gothic RevivaL t:LL,der-in·c~jc(. but also hw- · 
and itstill M.s its l.acy,.'hite trim. 1>11\d. !a :her. hu::1a.'l beL,g. So 
big front porch and bc.a'')' interior "-onder he would take risls to ride 
moldinp. · out here e•;ery clwicc he got. 

E.a:ccpt for modem furniture 
and a few partitions, the layout of 
the house 15 abow the .. -.y it w~ 
"''hen the 1..ina>1ns knew iL The 
"''hitc uwble mantelpieces are 
origin.d So is the simple wooden 
banister lca.dini up from the entry 
hall. And the shuacn folded into 
the window frames. A.nd the slid· 
lng pocket doors on the ground 
floor- painted' shut no"·· but still· 
there. ' 

I Wl1\dcted upstairs on my o"n 
and easily found the large second· 
floor room 11 the front or the 
house thai liad been Uncoln's 
bedroom. This was "''here he 
wrote !he ww dr..ft of the Emm· 
<ipa.tion Proc:lamatiotl. 

the l'O'lm was sparely fur. 
aW>ed -a VICtOrian dresser, a 
eontemporary dining-room table 
ringed ,.;th modem chain. But its 
1ppe.al Lay in iu silence. not. iu fur. 

Helping out 
The howe is structurally sound 

- at .. -.ys has bffn a.,d al""'O)'S ,.-,Jt 
be. Childress said: "\\'c "ill at"-.)' 
take care of it." It's not restored. 
it's not pretty, but it could be. 

Unfonunatcly. the Soldiers' 
Home doesn't have the mont:)' to 
do iL The home has been funded 
from its beginning. by sm~ de· 
ductioru from enlls1ed men's P£Y 
-no"-· 50 cents a month. plus IZIJ 
fines and forfeitures from discipli­
nary actions. It M.s ne\'et been 
supported by wpayer doll.aB. 

But with the downsizirig of the 
military, less money is coming ill 
because there arc r .... ..,r soldicn 
fw>d the deductions. The effca 
has been "devastating." Childress 
said. "just de>'Ostating. • 

· A rescuer may be coming. 
ever. The United States Soldien' 
and Ainnen's Home Is negotiatinc 
with the National Trust for His· 
toric Preservation to have the trust 
t.al:t charge of the ccnage. 
. R.tther thl1\ t..vtng it become 

jUst another V\clorian house with 
antique furniture. OUldress hopco 
lt an be iised u a learning center 
!or an I1TIY of related topics: the · 
0vi1 Wu, the effects oC the Emm· 
cipation Pri>clarnation. Uncoln 
himsclf. But~ !haL she sald.ls 
&ti111long wayofl · 
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Mrs. Lincoln refused to be tak.,J to the White H~e after the accident. ·.There was an open-d~r policy 
at the White House' during the war, Ms. Childress said. ·I can only imagine the chaos.~ 

I 

Besides, 'Mrs. Lincoln wasn't ~et. up to be a politician's wife, eSpecially a president's wife. What 
comforted her was this place.' ': · 

. . 
A~ ~derso~ Cottage, 'Lincol~ did no~ entertain and did·.as little business as possible,' Ms. Childress 
sat d. There ts very little doubt tn my mmd that some of Lmcoln's greatest thoughts and greatest 
writings took place in this house. This is the only place he would have had the solace and the quietude 
to do that.' ' · 

·As the afternoon deepened int6 the winter twilight, Ms. Childress walked me across the drive to an 
ancient copper beech, a gigantic tree with a knobby trunk and a ring of low branches touching the 
ground. Where e8ch touched, a young tree had sprung up. 

J ~ ' . • 

'In summer,' Ms. Childress sai,d, 'it is like a big canopy.' 

Lincoln took refuge in there, she said. When aides couldn't find him anywhere else, they would look for 
him under the swooping branChes, where he ?ften went to read. . 

j: . I 

Sometimes he even played there. He'climbed this tree a couple of times, she noted--onee with his son 
Tad, another time with Stanto_n's children. · 

' I 

., . 
I was awed. 'J::his tree knew ..\be Lincoln-it's _one of the few living things in this world that did. 

B·ack in~ ide, I saw that the ctiuage w~ bigger than it looked_:_it's a 'cottage' only if you compare it with 
a mansion such as the White House. The style is Gothic revival, and it still has its lacy white trim, big 
front porch and heavy interi~r moldings. · 

Except for modem furniture :and a few partitions, the layout of the house is about the way it wtu> when 
the Lincolns knew it .. The White marble mantelpieces are original. So is the simple wooden banister 
leading up the stairs from th~ entry hall. And the shutters folded. into the window frames. And the 
sliding pocket dwrs on th~ ground floor--painted shut ~ow, but still there. . . . : 

' .. i; ' . . . . ' .' ,'., ' 
I wandered upstairs on my own arid easily found the large second-floor room at the front of the house 
that had been Lincoln's bedfront.·.This was where he wrote the final draft of the Emancipation · 
Proclamation. I • 

.'1 

The room is sparely· fumish,~-a Vlcto~ian dresser, a contemporary dining-room table ring«! with 
modem chairs. But its appe8J lies in its silence. not itS furniture. It was dead quiet there the day I 
visited--genuinely peacefuL. The only sound from outside was a plaintive bugle call as veterans lowered 
the flag for the day. :: , · : . 

I . . 

1 oould imagine the tall, gadnt president leaning against the fireplace mantel or looking out:the windows 
at the green lawn that still ~l.urounds the cottage . He probably even looked ~rough the same panes of 
~~- . . . 

It hit me then: This p~ace has more to do with Lincoln the president than any other shrine. More than his 
well-preserved home in Springfield, ILL. More than the frontier haml~t of New Salem, ILL. More than 
the White House itself. ' · 

Here he ~ ~~Conly comlnander in cbie(.buY~so husband, father and human being. No wonder he 
wouJd take risks to ride out here every chance be got. 

The house is structurally 59und-always has bQCil and always will be, Ms. Childress said: 'We will 
always tak~ care of it.' It's~not restorcxl. so it's not pretty. but it could be. ..·· . 

• • . i\ ~ . . 

1;: ~! i~· ,, •. ·. ~t·~'ff,_,:: -if~. ;.~: . 
1~- __ ,. ,_.Jil.>,.· 

. :~.·· -·· 

,. 
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Unfortunately, the Soldiers' Home doesn't have the money to do it. The home bas been funded from its 
beginning by small deductions from enlisted men's pay-·now 50 cents a month, plus any fines and 
forfeitures from disciplinary actions. It has never been supported by taxpayer dollars. 

But with the downsizing of1he military, less money is coming in because there are fewer soldiers to 
fund the deductions. The effect has been 'devastating,' Ms. Childress said, 'just devastating.' 

A rescuer may be coming, however. The United States Soldiers' and Airmen's Home is negotiating with 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation to have the trust take care of the cottage . 

Rather than having it become just another Victorian house with antique furniture. Ms. Childress said she 
hopes it can be used as a learning center for an array of related topics: the Civil War, the effects of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln_himself. But all that, she said, is stilt a long way off. 
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NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE' 

In a quaint summer cofffige, 

Presi~~~c!:in~?~~~o~~~~~ .. ~~~=~~, 
Abraham Lincoln and his wife saw in any other human eye." It was the look of 
retreated in grief after the death Lincoln, pain coursing from every pore. 
of their son. Here the wartime That sadness and pain had its home on the grounds 
president and his family found of what is now· known as the U.S. Soldiers' and 

·a few moments of peace and Airmen's Home in northeast Washington. Today it is 
s?!ace amid war and struggle. a bustling place, all cars and concrete. L, Lincoln's 
Here the Great Emancipator day, though, it was the country. Its hill provided a 
learned of the Union victory at splendid view, from on high, into Washington. 

-----1.-
0
-A-V-1-0 . Antietam, repaired, to his sec- Its trees, including a copp~r beech tree that still 

s~ A · ond-floor office and worked on . stands on the grounds, provided a place for 
----.,aJ.R.IB_M_N_' a draft of the Emancipation .,.·Lincoln's kids to play, and, at least once, for the pres-

. Proclamation. ident of the United States to climb. 
Lincoln's sununer White House stands so far from In all, Lincoln· spent about a quarter of his presiden-

the daily conunerce of politics that it is all but for- cy here. Most years he would move his family to the 
gotten. No one ever visits. No post cards are avail- small cottage from early spring to late fall, commuting 
able. No guidebooks tout its importance. You can into town each morning, the journey taking less time 
stand in the very room where the Emancipation on horseback in 1864 than it does by taxicab in 1997. 
Proclamation was polished and feel - well, The crig!nal mantelpieces a.-.d banisters are stil! 
absolutely nothing. · here. The trees that so beguiled the president have 

j Here is a preservation and restoration project wait- grown ever more lush and beguiling. The stucco 
"'" ing to happen. The capital is a festival of wide boule- exterior and the green and white trim of an early '."-·"'·'· .. -.:.,: :::." 

vards - and tiny corridors of power. It is a city of Gothic revival cottage are much as they were in 
monumental buildings - and hidden power cen- Lincoln's time. 13ut that's about all. 
ters. It. provides il gi<~.nt stage for performers- and lh~ l'Ottilgc is a plain old office building, C0mplctc­
a few real levers of power. And so one of the lessons ly without charm. Paint peels from the walls nnd 
of Washington- not only in our time but in all time falls off in unsightly clumps from the ceilings. The 
-is to seek power in the nooks and crannies, in the main entryway is now the ladies' rest room. Maybe 
out-of-the-way places beyond the reach of the it is a metaphor for democracy that an unforgettable 
searching eye. figure used this most forgettable of settings for his 

'Ibis is the ultimat~ nook, the supreme cranp.y. deepest reflection. 
But Lincoln's retreat is a remarkable place for .,1 can think of no more historic un.known place in 

another reason. It is unlike almost everything else the country," says David Long, an East Carolina 
about Washington: It is notable not for the speeches University historian. 
given here, but for the thoughts that ling~ here. It Now there are the stirrings of a preservation effort. 
is notable not for the decisions that were made here, The Lincoln. Forum of the Gvil War Education 
but for the emotions that were explored here. It is Association is trying to stoke interest in restoring the 
notable not for glory, but for grief. . cottage.· So is the National Trust for Historic 

Here, in.a place that once was remote, a·setting that Preservation. 
Washingtonians used for horse carriage rides and ice .,We need to preserve this and do right by this," 
skating, America's wartime president went into . says Richard Moe, president of the trust. 
retreat. Sometimes he would slip away to visit the This is a restoration project with a difference, 
local hospitals where the ambulance trains dumped though. It is a reminder, more urgent today than per­
the wounded soldiers from across the Vrrginia line. haps at any time in our history, that the work of pol­
Sometimes he would wander to the cemeteries, full itics and government doesn't occur only at podiums 

. of Union dead, standing with other mourners, as if and in committee chambers. For Lincoln, as for us 
to soak up the grief. Always the pain of the war he all, it goes on in little cottages where the trappings of 
could not stop and, he feared, the war he could not power are stripped away and .where we are left, 
win, was with him. . . alone, trapped by our thoughts, by our emotions 

Lincoln is remembered today for soaring thoughts and, if we are lucky, by the better angels of our 
and soaring phrases, but mostly his heart occupied n.~ture. 
the lower altitudes. The diarist Maunsell B. Fields 
wrote of his last ride from the capital to the cottage 
thP. ci:w before he died: .,His eve had that exnn>:<;.c:ion 

(fJavid Shn1muzn is assisting mamzging edilor, colum- · 
ni.·\ aT'd YJa!:hinofnn h11m111 r:hipf fnr Thl' Rndtm r:lnh" I 
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·Lincoln Site Put on Endangered List 

By Linda Wheeler 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Monday , June 26, 2000 ; B03 

... ~ 

Hidden away in a retirement community in Northwest Washington is a house Abraham Lincoln called 
home during his presidency, a place where he escaped the pressures of the wartime White House and 
could climb trees with his son Tad. Rarely seen by the public, the house at the Soldiers' and Airmen's 
Home has been in continual use for more than 150years. 

Concerned that the little-known building was deteriorating because of years ofheavy use, the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation has placed it at the top of its annual list of America's most endangered 
historic places for 2000. The list of private and puplic buildings is meant to bring public attention and 
financial support to historic sites that are threatened by neglect or demolition. 

The list of 11, released today, includes historic neighborhood schools nationwide, 39 vintage buildings 
of the Eisenhower medical center in Leavenworth, Kan., and an art deco structure threatened by the 
expansion of the Santa Anita Racetrack in Arcadia, Calif. 

In the 13 years the trust has created a list, only one of their designated buildings has been demolished, 
according to a spokesman. The trust has no official control over any ofthe sites, but its work is so 
well-respected thatthe annual list is taken seriously and generally wins response-- and money. 

Trust President Richard ~oe called the gabled, three-story building where Lincoln lived "the most 
significant Lincoln site in the country, the only one that tells the story ofhis presidency and the story of 
his family life." - · 

llfr": ~;e~-t~),'ior)\~fiith'e!l~no~H~.:~tuc~a~·ll~.f~~~~l!i!~f~~}ler~liav:e~oeemfewtm:o~di'ficafi'ons;:souitW 
~ ~lQ.@..~§.!!!llJGH~hk<e&wliaM~hncelllfsawiWReninle:.was~a·~gaest~tliere.~ . 

. ..:,~ . \ 

1rJ:6't"' (.fJ?-s~a~tlimliotiseH~~lo~~ll~tever~:c~~tm'fi:t:§llao~'<E~ru:g~'ic_e-i11ing~;r~·ell?-s::tliat~w.eEeTolf'G:e::th~:Jfo~alVJ;> 
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e\{eJit~f0rn~tlrtit$p_ac_eiw.as!di¥itloo~long':~go~l5ylcf~tempQ:tJf.ey.lw~ · 
I 

~oes~dheisp~asedth~~~~~Y~~~~r~~s~~~g~~ 
Ifthe house is ever to be restored, ~oe said, period furnishings, proper curtains and the right color on 
the walls would create the mood of the 1860s. · 

'4tl?s~tli;te1'&'&itdlfi'&iif6fltflt£Ja~p"1ibise~n't4witliW1tsYa:fitiq·mitea{.etectric~sMstemlland~old~metal;;pjpes~that:? 
·<fMtQm~nimJ3" 

"There's~wat~r~s(iepi[@here that is damaging to the foundation, and there is a danger of a fire getting 
started,'' he said.· ·~IIe~n~~:ldi:e.ts~and~A1itm,~~n~s~ilH<j)me~liav.e:15'eert1go0d!!Stewards;o'f.'111eir1pt0pe~lmf> 
h . . . -~..:~-~-, .. .,;0-l!..i;lf..:l''~'e'·~~lfa;·&·,'l!\lliil.·"~'"'f.'\'!1",,_,~ 

~r0t!1i:ueesmot5mc· uue~uistori~preservatlon:~r 

When Lincoln and other presidents stayed there, the house was still fairly new and the countryside 
location offereclr@~~!r.~:t~l;f;WJPJl~h,g'J#lJ1Uggy.Sci't~ 

~Iff~t'ia:t:1wbuiltTaS\itffe~s_ammer~ret'Feat~forub""allk1f'!<~1e0Fge:i<i~liOiilliw~tne~fiiM(l'iiigiwasWc~~ 
tlle~rtiiiii;fOFF~ltlilllly.aanaf:"aisaol'ffi~'solaiers'~in'--l8sl~W:hei}tn~WtfctC'ilitre's:-we'rtcbm'Plet~a.::for::ihe·v 

~~-~~tlre11iouse1Was~£fete<J~toJtlie~pres1<ients~f~Ifel¥2}Th1!~al~us~~ · 

Lincoln was'0llero£lfmitpre~id~nts~to use the house: James~BI1c~~l~from.1857 to '60, cl!;in:coUirfrom 
1862 to '64, Rutherford B.~~Hiy'es~rrom 1877 to '80, and Chestef!~lllifEfrom 1882 to '84. . 
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''They had casual visits there don't doubt that Douglass told him a couple times to get on with the 
Emancipation Proclamation and encouraged him to allow blacks to enlist in the Army," he said. 

Smith sa~d the h?u~~' no::_:}mo~n ~~the_~~ .. er.~?~S?tta~~w~J~~!'F~~.r~1WJ?~0f.t~~~~illJMJ!I[~~gl~ 
because 1t ·wasttfi~oonJaceJ*~tb:e%~1.1ThlJo/2W,_eF.e~atc9uP,l~~~enlatttP:~~t~;[lsm~~tw,s~a·lways·wtt~ 
h. Q.. t... · t . l··-~··tv:,....tv:~~'1't"'tt.!.~""~~~tt.,.·.;~,,.~,lf\:lli~~~,.t'""t··· .. ,,..,,.. "·'-"i';.~.!'t'·~~~~«Jlit\'.~ •.. tli''li~ .. ~-,~""'./ . ~~2~.al!l1ne ~ :w:ays-.,wt1'1~0. ·1ieFcmen~A "- ue,co · age,-s e·'go " o··spenu 1me WI - 1m. . 

It was also !here that Lincoln found solitude under@telft;:;1i:~e~e·q-ifgeFioeec~ot far from the cottag.e. 
The tree, wtth the spread of about half a football field,f:!§"l'Stiil:l"ah\o~eTand co~C to offer the same good 
seats on its long, low branches that Lincoln liked. It's included on the list with the house. 

The house and surrounding buildings are not open to the public because the property is a retirement 
home to about 1,100 soldiers and airmen, said sm_:tres:w:Pfh.a'fl~l''Je'a.w~S:Cli"ilef~She said home officials 
initially were not interested in having the Anderson Cottage on the trust's list because they didn't want 
bus loads of tourists disturbing the residents. 

However, she said Moe assured home officials the trust had dealt with other historic properties with 
similar limitations. An agreement was worked out that would open the house to the public by 
appointment only. 

"Our mission is to take care of the veterans, and the trust is very aware of our mission," she said. "We 
would like to see the Lincoln retreat restored but to undertake something like that is very expensive .... 

She said discussions between the trust and home officials had focused on the building's being restored 
for the use of Lincoln scholars. If the money is found to do that, Schaefer said, the study center would be 
compatible with the retirement setting and would not lead to many tours or tourists. 

Endangered Sites 

America's most endangered historic places 2000. 

1. Abraham Lincoln's Retreat-- the Soldiers' and Airmen's home, Washington, D.C. 

2. Dwight D. Eisenhower VA Medical Center, Leavenworth, Kan. 

3. Historic neighborhood schools, nationwide. 

4. Hudson River Valley, N.Y. 

5. 5th and Forbes Historic Retail Area, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

6. Nantucket, Mass. 

6/28/2000 3:30PM 
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7. Oke.echobee Battlefield, Okeechobee, Fla: 

8. Red Mountain Mining District, Ouray and San Juan counties, Colo. 

9. The Santa Anita Racetrack, Arcadia, Calif. 

10.Valley Forge National HistoricalPark, Valley Forge, Pa. 

11~ Wheelqck Academy, Millerton, Okla. 

© 2000 The Washington Post Company 
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June 27, 2000 Tuesday, CHICAGO SPORTS FINAL EDITION 

SECTION: News; Pg; 6; ZONE: N 

LENGTH: 638 words 

HEADLINE: IT'S NO LOG CABIN, Bllf LINCOL:N HOME DEEMED TO BE WORTH PR.ESERVING 

BYLINE: By Glen Elsasser, Washington Bureau. 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
A campaign was launched Monday to restore the summer home of President Abraham Lincoln, a 

cottage described as one of the capital's greatest hidden treasures. "Most of us think we know all 
. there is to know about Abraham Lincoln, ar)d we all carry a mental snapshot of him in our head/' 
·said Richard Moe, president of the non-profit National Trust for Historic Preservation. "But this 
house brings that snapshot into clearer focus." 

According to Moe, time has taken its toll o~ the 1842 Gothic. Revival-style ·house, which is now 
used for offices, and he says it is the only major Lincoln site that has not been restored. Located on 
the grounds of the U·.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home in an obscure corner of the city about 3 miles 
from the White House, Anderson Cottage tops this year's list from the National Trust of America's 
"11 Most Endangered Places." 

Lincoln used the hoLise--:he dubbed it ''the Soldiers H6me"~-throughout his.presidency. In 1862, 
he was at the house when he completed ttie final draft of the Emancipation Proclamation, which 
declared that "persons held as slaves" within "areas of rebellion against the U.S." would be free on 
or C!_fter Jan. 1, 1863. · · · · · 

The second-floor bedroom, where he. wrote the landmark document, has been converted into a. 
conference room containing few reminders of the past. · 

A print of the 16th president hangs above the marble fireplace. Although the room contains odd 
· ,. bits of furniture--an Empire sideboard and Connecticut clock-- no original pieces survive·. The 

\~~: · ~~ns_ h·a-~·brought things from the White House for tl;)~ira:;.~E:~-~~~~.J~~~.y,~,t;.~/.!.·Y:~!a~17;0Joff:8.\n~~;M2:£19 
€.tf.ir.QJ:!g hf.No.v .. er:n.berg 

I of2 

"It was a haven where he could escape the heat of the city, romp on the lawn with his son Tad .or 
read in the shade of the great copper beech tree," said 'Moe, who told a gathering Monday that a 
combination of public and private funds would be needed for the restoration. Officials hope to turn 

6/28/2000 II :00 AM 



i•. 

Search- 25 Results- lincoln w/2 house or home and headline (lm~sl~g://350/http://www.lexis.com ... 5=2ff8t926889a6b61 d9822b724e30d5fa 

.r 

2 of2 

~ . . 

the cottage into a leading center for the study of Lincoln's administration. 

The giant tree is one of the few living reminders of Lincoln's days. 

It is estimated that Lincoln spent roughly one-fourth of his 49 months as chief executive at the . 
... cottage. The house also was a favorite refuge for First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln, who found solace. · 
there after the February 1862 death of. son Willie from typhoid. 

The Lincolns used the cottage as the summer White House throughout his first term, beginning in 
April 1862. Lincoln spent the night of April 13, 1865, there--two days before his assassination at 
Ford's Theatre. 

The president was at the cottage in 1864 during the battle of Ft. Stevens, only 2 miles north in the 
Di$trict of Columbia. During the Civil War, the district was occupied by Union troops because of t~e 
area's pro-Southern sympathies and the threat of Confederate attacks on the seat of the national 
government. 

EiiJ'coTn:~s"u~QfiHfeccO'tta?Nd)·Ji;tli'ie·&sOI'Ciiei~l:·i=fo~:g'f,ou r.IH5;:ara r.r.n~·a\:!ffis~f~fehd§:Who were aware of 
Secret Service reports of assassination plots. In August 1864, after the Confederates shelved a 
plan to kidnap Lincoln and take him to their capital in Richmond, Va., the president narrowly 
escaped an assassination ·attempt while riding alone on horseback to the cottage. 

According to historical accounts, Lincoln heard the sound of a gunshot and spurred his horse to a 
gallop, arriving at the Soldiers' Home unhurt but missing his hat. Soldiers later found the hat with 
a bullet hole through the stovepipe. · 

Other sites on the list include the Revolutionary War buildings at Valley Forge Nationai Historical 
Park near Philadelphia; the Art Deco-style Santa Anita Racetrack in Arcadia, Calif.; the 
archeological resources of Florida's Okeechobee Battlefield in the Second Seminole War; 
Massachusetts' picturesque Nantucket Island; and the nation's historic neighborhood schools. 

GRAPHIC: PHOTOPHOTO: A preservation group announces Monday that it is adding Abraham 
Lincoln's summer home to its list of endangered historic places. AP photo by Ron Thomas. · 
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The Boston Globe 
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June 27, 2000, Tuesday ,THIRD EDITION 

SECTION: NATIONAL/FOREIGN; Pg. A3 

LENGTH: 620 words 

HEADLINE: TRUST EYES HISTORIC RENEWAL LINCOLN'S GETAWAY TOPS RESTORATION LIST 

BYLINE: By Jennifer Walsh, Globe Correspondent 

BODY: 
WASHINGTON - President Lincoln's summer getaway, just 3 miles and a short horse ride from 

the White House, was an escape not just from the heat of the city but also from the day-to-day 
stresses of office. 

Anderson Cottage, in northwest Washington, is where Lincoln wrote his second draft of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. The cottage desperately needs interior renovation, which is why the 
structure tops this year's list of most endangered historic places. The annual list, put together by 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, identifies historical sites in danger of demolition or 
deterioration. 

"'" "It is a call to all Americans that some of our most precious treasures are at risk," Richard Moe, 

I of2 

president of the trust, said yesterday. 

Between 1862 and 1864, while battles loomed in the distance,l;llilFf:iaoln·;s:vson:illi._a~rclirrfbea_:_to.e:,.J'"fees"Y· 
@.t§ld.~:Q:§§J;?JJi..€<5Jtag.e1.ar;ro~w.as::scoJSledii"Tm'{f;ie . .::far:ni.l,y.lai"8Ing2r:.oorm::.wJ1ei\1'.::5is::pehgoarate;flowers;}l 
,;ftblnatiffi':e.kgp_(Oefu~ Lincoln's wife, Mary, stayed in the second-floor dressing room during her 
recovery from a head injury she suffered in a carriage accident. Some historians believe the 
mishap was a sabotage attempt intended for the president. 

' These days the dining room houses a copy machine and the dressing room's hardwood floor is 
covered with Army-green carpet, while the light-blue paint is peeling and the ceiling shows water 
damage. The spot where Lincoln worked on his famous document is practically bare, with the view 
from an old window once overlooking the Capitol blocked by a riew building. 

I 

The only clues that the president spent about a quarter of his term here are the few portraits and 
mementos displayed by workers using the cottage, which sits on the grounds of the US Soldiers' 
and Airmen's Home. · 

"This is too important of a place to be largely unknown," Moe said. "This is one of the city's 
greatest hidden treasures." 
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The trust hopes to turn the building into an education center, restoring its interior and furnishing it 
from the era. Although the ccist to restore the builaing was not disclosed, officials estimate it would 
require several million dollars in public and private funding. 

~~saw.ere\'aiS0~&~itttii:iff~ffi~~r£mWr~ffitWti't.:/i:r5~wn~~t:inoolii1""1fiTfi"nisH·eat;:tne"'ltiouse',: ·:>'9 
·~' s~as0nal.lyf~mo~~inQl~t6'e5f:arnil~~b:elon·~rngs~to~'ftilg~~~f?17:NJi&n~?ttf~lhgiff:re'm~l5atk~{o::the~ 
~w:6-:i:t~~ffi1i~s~lf.illNO.v·~mb'€~1¥The cottage, in essence, served as Lincoln's Camp David. 

'!!.:tt:l~re~w~£~-~kfJ~~~~pf~ce'S's'fo~it}(Jdaf-'f.~'ges~tt.labwe61d~eab":.Y..:::tne!t:rr.esi(:JE~nt~~ and in the fall it 
would go in the other direction," said Nick Minecci, a spokesman for the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home whose office is in the cottage. 

More than a dozen strides from the back door is a copper beech tree where Lincoln would spend 
w time playinq with his son reading, or writing correspondence. 

l ~ff~!t'ii~1iifst=-ifvi'r'fg;f11WI(~t'cl~P.:I:'e'~f(%1~·t·S~1"n'c61n·,:<l::iinecci said. "If trees could talk I'd like to hear ·1·t· "· ~ • - --· ~ - . • - -t~f..ll I • 
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The tree branches form a trailing ca'f10py surrounding the trunk,.creating a nook that is seven 
degrees cooler than the rest of the lawn, Minecci said. 

"The president would bring his desk and chair," he said. "If this place was where he came to get 
away from it all, the copper beech tree was the getaway from the getaway." 

Also on .this year's list are the Dwight D. Eisenhower Veterans Affair Medical Center in . 
Leavenworth, Kan.; historic neighborhood schools around the country; the Hudson River Valley in 
New York; 5th and Forbes Historic Retail area· in Pittsburgh; Nantucket; Okeechobee battlefield in 
Florida; Red Mountain Mining District in Colorado; Santa Anita Racetrack in California; Valley Forge 
National Historical Park in Pennsylvania; and Wheelock Academy in Oklahoma. · · · 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, The bedroom inside Abraham Lincoln's summer retreat, about 3 miles from the 
White House. / AP PHOTO 
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1861-1865 

Type: multiple story stone house 
I 

Location: Washington, D.C., on Pennsylvania Avenue 

Description: The White House, thirty-one rooms, carpeted 

Occupation: President of the United States 

• On February 20, 1862, Willie dies in the White House at the age of eleven 

Summers 1862, 1863, 1864 

Type: two-story brick house 

Location: Washington, D.C., four miles north of the Capitol 

Description: Soldiers Home, also known as the Riggs House (renamed Anderson Cottage in 1888), 
twelve rooms 

Occupation: President of the United States 

I Back to Lincoln Home Website Map I 

I Back to Lincoln Home Home Page I 

Last Updated:Friday; 14-Apr-00 12:40:29 
http://www.nps.gov/liho/alhomes.htm 
Author: Tim Good · 
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TO RESTORE PRESIDENTAL RETREAT 

The Anderson Cottage, site of an assassination attempt on President Lincoln as 
c=:========:::J well as some ofLiricoln's·most important writing, needs a major restoration, according 

Return to News 
to an East Carolina University professor. 

and Events ~E>~~J?i:!yid'fE':\~OBgiJ!:eyllmm:Y~P-r.oJessof;~is~l'e'~di'Rg:'an:~e'ffd'&:~o')J~tll'th~'wi-yi:fofine"dP 
r=:::=:=:=:::::±l~b-inc.olmFor;umcomliereivil~Wat:Edue·ationASSO'Ciatiowto restore the cottage in 

· '""'wff'iliington, b. C~Constructed-lnthe 1840s, the building is. at the United States 
Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, about four miles north of the Capitol. 

From 1862 to 1864 Lincoln and his family spent their summers at the 14-room 
house. Historians think the President wrote the second draft of the Emancipation 
Proclamation at this summer retreat. Three other U.S. Presidents also used the 
building. 

Long is a member of the Lincoln Forum Advisory Board. At the board's recent 
meeting in Gettysburg he was named chaifl'llc:tll!oftaic.ommitteerfor::the::Anderson~ 

-c.<3ottage:iR'est0va~ioBw'Rroj.ect~ 

He said the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, a retirement community for war 
veterans, will continue to use the building for administrative offices but the restoration 
would add a museum and other attractions for visitors at the· site. Money will come 
from private sources. 

"It would be difficult to imagine a more significant historic preservation.project 
anywhere on the planet," Long said. 

In a report prepared for the Lincoln Forum Newsletter, Long wrote that the 
President and Mrs. Lincoln first moved to Anderson Cottage in June 1862ite.:;g~t_ta..ID!YB 

Gfr.olfutlle:tNe'atiancl.iliumi'dityiof.ithe:'citylan"dftm.escape~tlie~gr.ie£.tHey~ex:periericed::-afierD 
CLth..~~~.S!~t4~9.!!:1h.ti~~.s~l).1W.iHie~in::Febtuar}J~ They returned to the White House in 

mi'o:November. 
' 

Their summer routine of moving to the Anderson Cottage continued until 
Lincoln's death in April1865. In those war years there were several noteworthy 
incidents, including an assassination attempt in August of 1864 as the President rode 
home on horseback unescorted from the Capitol. 

As he neared the entrance, a shot rang out, causing the president to spur his 
horse until, breathless and hatless, he arrived at the gate to the grounds. Soldiers 

. searched the area where Lincoln was fired on and found his hat on the ground with a 
bullet hole through the "stovepipe." 

A month earlier, Confederate troops engaged Union forces at Fort Stevens, 
about two miles from the summer residence. On this occasion, Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton insisted that Lincoln leave the house and return to Washington 

In July 1863, Mary Todd Lincoln suffered a fall from her carriage and was 
knocked unconscious near the house. It was believed at the time that sabotage caused 
the carriage seat to break 

6/28/2000 12:16 PM 



LINCOLN'S SUMMER PLACE http://www.news.ecu.edu/releases/lincoln.html 

2 of2 

After treatment at a nearby hospital, she returned to Anderson Cottage. Mrs. 
Lincoln's three-week recovery was complicated by a serious infection that at times 
rendered her incoherent and incapacitated. Her son, Robert Lincoln, later expressed 
the opinion that his mother "never quite recovered from the effects of her fall." · 

"There are many other incidents associated with the Lincoln's residence at the 
Anderson Cottage," Long said. Even so, he said the historic building, until now, has 
been "almost ignored by historians and politicians." 

########## 

· gat/1-15-97 

PHOTOS- The News Bureau's ~hoto download site on the Internet features a photo 
of the Anderson Cottage. The ad ress is http:l/www.photos.ecu.edu 
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SAVE A/v\ERICA'S TREASURES 

Anderson Cottage 
Lincoln's Summer Home 

Washington, D.C. 

(J 
amp David, Warm Springs - places 

~.:i of retreat where our nation's greatest 
, leaders have retired for the quiet and 

· , ·~&( • • solitude needed to shape their 
thoughts and, eventually, the nation's 

destiny. Just such a retreat was Anderson 
Cottage, constructed in 1842-43 and named 
after Major Robert Anderson, who commanded 
Fort Sumter at the outbreak of the Civil War. 
This National Historic Landmark property 
served as the summer White House to 
numerous presidents, the most notable being Abraham Lincoln. 

Located on the grounds of the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, this Gothic 
Revival cottage was home to Lincoln and his famil}" during one-guarter of his 
presidency .~T:6'aay;!tt:iedmftage-'.st:Jff.er:s~from:.tl'i'ei\Nearmess~Cif]lme'J3ncCsfresS:'9 

_jQ.IJ.9.8~,\!!n.~ t.JWfi~tr~OJirt[l~~ingE>IIil.~fan;i[IY.t::Ap ... dersan·~cotta·geJs~now_an~offiw 
~oui1Ciing1witn~p€eling'fpaintt'an~Jallil19~Piaste~:·~··:'J 

The Lincoln Forum of the Civil War Education Association and the National Trust 
are working closely with the National Park Service and the Soldiers' and 
Airmen's Home to develop an appropriate public use for the facility. Currently, 
funding is needed for a comprehensive resource study to gather the historical 
documentation, determine the best public use, and develop the restoration plan 
to return the Anderson Cottage to its Lincoln-like appearance. 

Home 1 About Us 1 Projects 1 Fundin 1 Events 
NeWSrOom I Get Involved I Resources Contact Us 

Save America's Treasures is a public-private partnership between the 
White House Millennium Council and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 

~ 

.·:_;;;,,, The design and development of this website 
N ··· '·r ~~ are provided by the AT&T Learning Network® 

NATIONAL TRUST 
, ... BI!ITOR,lC }>~J(S"Il\'ATIOS'. 
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June 27, 2000, Tuesday, BC cycle 

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH: 386 words 

HEADLINE: Sites linked to Lincoln, Washington called endangered 

BYLINE: By CARL HARTMAN, Associated Press W~iter 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 
A house where Abraham Lincoln spent hot summers and the Valley Forge winter quarters of George 

Washington's army were added Monday to the list of endangered sites that the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation wants to protect from the ravages of time. 

The Lincoln family found a stucco-coated brick house with gingerbread trim on a hill about three 
miles from the White House. Used by presidents in the second half of the 1800s, it is now on the 
grounds of the Soldiers' and Airmen's Home, which houses 1,100 veterans. 

For the Lincolns it was a placeto escape Washington's humid heat, and to see friends and political 
figures privately. 

Q~~Gillafse~ofiCI~f .... ~". . ~ '· ; ':•::th~'~ststl'thwesf.Eb.to_~Ei:t'tLitli· .a · vie'{'nof.:the~.~a ptto l!i n-:th·e:drsta ni=.e ,_fiTh 
.c:';;;f! @iCf enFf.~Qe'l fev~cf:t(y. ~e:;s!ep~~ nq~pJ!haY.e:OWIIitter.ll:a~d~:_a@:i_Of.~ttre~Etna·nci'paJion:J~IiOda r.mation~U 

-1 riow serves s--aR asional conference room for the home's public affairs office. 

I of2 

Richard Moe, president of the trust, called Anderson Cottage - named later for a Civil War hero - "one 
of the city's hidden treasures." He wants the federal government and private donors to contribute to 
restoring it for use as an educational center. The cost is being studied and will run into "millions of 
dollars," he told reporters. 

Valley Forge, 24 miles northwest of Philadelphia, is another of what the trust says are the most 
endangered historic places for the year 2000. Washington chose it for winter quarters for about 
10,000 men in 1777 at one of the low points in the Revolutionary War. 

Two days before Christmas, he wrote: 

~·we have this day no less than 2,873 men in camp unfit for duty because they are barefooted and 
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otherwise naked." 

An estimated 2,500 died from cold, hunger and a smallpox epidemic. 

The buildings, including crude huts erected by the soldiers themselves, remained almost as 
Washington left them until 1893, when the state of Pennsylvania set up a public park. 

Six structures, including Washington's and the Marquis de Lafayette's quarters, are said to be 
. suffering from extensive water damage and failed or failing roof systems. Lafayette served as an aide 
to Washington during the war. · 

Other sites added to the trust's list this year range from New York's Hudson River Valley to the Santa 
Anita Race Track in Arcadia, Calif. 

GRAPHIC: AP Photo WX108 
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181 
UNITED 
STATES 

SOLDIERS & 
AIAMENS 

HOME 

North Capitol St 
Gate 

The Soldiers' Home was established in 1851, as an "asylum for old and disabled veterans." Four of the original buildings 
still stand and are iisted as national historic landmarks. Two of the buildings, Quarters 1 and Anderson Cottage, served 
as the summer White House for U.S. presidents -- Chester Arth~r, Rutherford B. Hayes, James Buchanan, and most 
notably Abraham Lincoln. 

Lincoln lived at the Soldiers' Home, in what is now called Anderson Cottage. In fact, Lincoln spent one-fourth of his 
presi.dency at Soldiers' Home, and it was here that he wrote the last draft of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

Historic Anderson Cottage was constructed in 1842-43 as the home of George W. Riggs, who went on to establish the 
famous Riggs National Bank in Washington, D.C. In 1851, the cottage and farm land surrounding it was purchased by 
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the government to form the core of what is today the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home. 

Nestled in the heart of our Nation's Capital on 320-acres of secure, park-like setting, nearly 1,300 veterans have found a: 
home. No longer called "The Old Soldiers' Home,",the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home is a thriving community. 

-from the USSAH website 

RETURN to the MAP PAGE 
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The Anderson Cottage 

Restoration set to begin 

H~_iiliB:I_af)'22~';::20J!)_0; was a banner day for The Lincoln Forum. On that day(a§greilR~of~ 
~nist0r1anS:·:preseiw.ationi~ts;~museum:di'tectoH;;::ar.m:y:-gerte'rals,arehitects~G0iieetersfand::JS) 
cempjgyee.s5,.ofthe National Trust for Historic Preservation and National Park Service, 

gatherecCfor a meeting in the room where Abraham Lincoln changed the course of 
American history. Adding to the diversity of the group, there was even a clergyman 
(speaking on behalf of the residents of the Old Soldiers' Home) and a White House 

Qeyre·seiifatiY.e~0ffEifsELady.: . .'Hillary.kClinton§_l;_ay_e~A:merica~S-:T.re·asures:initiatiY.&-The 
meeting officially launched the effort to restore Anderson Cottage, the residence of 
Abraham Lincoln and his family during the summer and fall months of 1862, 1863, and 
1864. 

It is known that Lincoln and his family lived in this building for at least twelve and perhaps 
as many as eighteen months of his term in office. It is also known that he composed the 
second draft of the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, in the same room where the 
meeting took place on February 24th. He composed that document on September 20, 1862, 
shortly after receiving word from western Maryland that during the nighttime of September 
18, having been fought to a standstill by the Army ofthe Potomac a day earlier, Robert E. 
Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had re-crossed the Potomac River and returned to Virginia. 

The Lincoln Forum has played an essential part in bringing about this meeting. At the first 
meeting ofthe Board of Directors ofThe Lincoln Forum in November 1996, Chairman· 
Frank Williams had appointed a special committee to inquire into the feasibility of restoring 
this building. The efforts of that committee, and specifically Board member Chuck Platt, led 
to a meeting at the offices of the National .Trust for Historic Preservation in Washington. 
Following that gathering, NTHP President Richard Moe committed his organization to the 
restoration effort and specifically began to search for a funding source to underwrite the 
preparation of a historic structure report. That report would include the preliminary 
information necessary before any decision to proceed could be made. It would include 
estimates of costs involved in such an undertaking, and would document information as to. 
the history of the structure, its present and past ownership, the physical changes in the 
structure since the period when Lincoln and his family resided there, and other relevant 
information that would be useful for short-term and long-range planning regarding the 
restoration. 

This past fall a funding source was found, a source very closely aligned with The Lincoln 
Forum. Two members of the Lincoln Forum, Vice-Chairman Harold Holzer, and Board of 
Advisers member David Long, were present at the meeting on February 24th, and Chairman 
Frank Williams would have been there as well but for a previous commitment that required 
him to be in Kansas. Dick Moe has indicated his belief that The Lincoln Forum should play 
a central role not only in the restoration process, but in the eventual management and 
oversight of the facility that will result from this restoration. He mentioned the possibility of 
The Lincoln Forum establishing its national headquarters within the Center for the Study of 
the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln, a vision Moe has for a future that would include an 
institute where scholars could come to do serious research and writing in the subject area of 
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mid-nineteenth century American history. 

This is an exciting prospect, and an initiative that would not have come about but for the 
key roles that The Lincoln Forum and its members have played. Stay tuned for what may 
very well become the most exciting and important historic preservation effort of the 
twenty-first century. 

-David E. Long, Co-editor of The Lincoln Forum Bulletin 

David E. Long serves as Chairman of the committee. For further information about this 
important project contact Professor Long at 919-328.:6956 or 919-758-5369; or by fax at 
919-328-6774. e-mail: Longd@mail.ecu.edu 
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Abraham Lincolnfs Retreat­
The Soldiers' Home 
Washington, D.C. 

One of America's greatest leaders drafted one 
of the country's most importantdocuments at 
a presidential site known to few people today. 
Abraham Lincoln spent one quarter of his 
presidency at his summer residence, the 
Soldiers' Home, where he drafted the 
Emancipation Proclamation. The home, also 

,.n. 
, is 

d on the grounds of the 320-acre 
campus of the U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's 
Home, just north of the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, D.C. This national treasure lacks 

financial resources for a much-needed 
restoration that would bring it to the forefront 

America's historical consciousness. 

Click images for larger view . 

"The Soldiers' Home is probably the country's most significant Abraham 
Lincoln site, because it is the only one associated with his presidency," said 
National Trust President Richard Moe. "It is the only major Lincoln site in 
the country that has not been restored. With proper funding for restoration 
and education, it could become a great center of learning for all 
Americans." 

. History: Constructed from 1842-1843 as the home 
of George W. Riggs, Jr., the retreat was purchased 
in 1851 by the U.S. Government to form the core 
of the U.S. Soldiers' Home, a 320-acre campus in 
Washington, D.C. Known to the Lincoln family as 
"the Soldiers' Home," this 14-room Gothic Revival 
cottage served as their summer residence from 
1862 to 1864. It was later named after Brevet 
Major Robert Anderson, who commanded Fort 
Sumter at the outbreak of the Civil War and was an 
advocate for establishing a home for soldiers. 
Lincoln drafted the Emancipation Proclamation at 
the retreat before presenting it to his Cabinet in 
1862. 

;r,~;-.-.,.c-;:;:l-;:.1. ielis!l:Bo me:..wa·s.C:Jesi g nated~a~Nati oria'F·H isto'rf~ba nd rna rk~i n.:__l:97-3~ 
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reat: This Gothic Revival cottage suffers from the 
effects of time, use, and stress. Over the years it has 
been transformed from a country cottage to a 

diers' home to a heavily used office building. Due 
a shrinking financial base for upkeep, only the 

most basic irs have been made to the cottage. 
I 

Solution: By raising national awareness of the site, critical funding can be 
raised to ensure the full restoration and preservation of the interior 
configuration and exterior appearance of the cottage. The site has the 
potential to become an important Lincoln educational center, generating 
research, scholarship and programming related to Lincoln's presidency. 

TAKE ACTION 

e National Trust is committed to making this site a key educational 
center for understanding Abraham Lincoln's presidency. Principal tasks 
include restoring the cottage's interior configuration and exterior 
appearance to that of the Lincoln era and planning a diverse educational 
program to involve families, school children, scholars, international visitors 
and others in the rich history of the site. Historical interpretation of the 
Lincoln retreat at the Soldiers' Home will reveal the evolution of Lincoln's 
thinking during the Civil War, the significance of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Lincoln's family life at the home, and daily life in Washington, 
D.C. for soldiers, freed blacks, fugitive slaves and ordinary citizens. The 

st intends to link the Lincoln retreat to other national and local Lincoln 
and Civil War-related sites and to use new technologies to make this 
important historic resource accessible to as many Americans as possible. 

o deliver these high-reaching goals, the Trust anticipates funding needs of 
$5 million in the first five years of the restoration and educational 
development project. If you desire more information on the Abraham 
Lincoln Retreat at the Soldiers' Home or are in a position to contribute to or 

ndow the site in any way, please conta 
ati 
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