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Neor Uorke
’%/{I/n/lon/, @ 'g
July 20,2000
Dear John:

As my incoherence on the telephone Saturday afternoon may just bave suggested,
the thought of receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom is overwhelming. Asl tried
to cxplain, the medal was, sort of, my idea.

Spoken as a truc staffer! It was President Kennedy’s idea that we ought to have a

system of civil honors. He mentioned this to Arthur Goldberg, then Secretary y of Labor,

_ who assigned the subject to me. f&@?&gﬁh’wfdifdimé;tedéﬁlefbpineritfﬁijcﬁﬁsyIVéhiéf‘-"'“
Avénue? 1 worried about it for the longest while. { knew Leonard Carmichael, then

é?cfctﬂry of the Smithsonian, who had headed up a commission for President -

Eisenhower. Their proposal died in the Senate when attacked by Wayne Morse as
smacking of monarchy. Carmichael would take me to lunch at the Metropolitan Club,

and we would ponder what would work. Nothing secmed practical.

On business trips to Europe, make that Gencva, I would stop off in Paris and

" London to sce how they managed. The breakihrough came in a conversation with a
Treasury mandarin who explained how Disraeli created his new Civil Service. It seemed
that on the occasion of the British occupation of the Ionian Islands in 1818 the Order of
St. Michal and St. George was created to award a half dozen admirals and such. That
was to be the end of it, and was until Dizzy got the idea of conferring the same :
decoration to civil servants. Hence the K M.G. sequence. Call Me God, Kindly Call Me -
God, God Calls Me God. ' '

That did it. At the close of World War Il President Truman had created the Mecdal
of Freedom [or persons who had aided the war effort though not in wniform. Spies and
the like. It had stayed around, but was rarely uscd. uf1d@wastbrc1ﬂuﬁc1t2 the

-Presideritial Medalof Freedom = anncunce thiat it would be “the highest civil honor
ffésﬁfé?ié'd'b?t}fé'ﬁ&iHEﬁfochéé"ri?iEé"iﬁ peacetime” and further that it would recognize~
- Zultiiral or other significant public or privatc endeavors.”, Further that it would be
awarded only énce a year. I got that from the Brits also. The New Years list and the
- Birthday list make it necessary 10 get up sOmMc names. We proposed 1o announce the new
arrangement on Washington’s Birthday, to be followed by announcing the awards the
following July 4™, This would be an annual event, with the actual presentations made at

some later date when the President’s schedule permitted.
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1 am not sure, but I pretty much recall Goldberg telling Kennedy something to the
effect: “You asked us how you could create a system of ¢jvil honors. We have been ‘
looking into it and have dccided that you can’t. You Just have to announce that you have

one, and proceed :

I sent the proposal to the President on January 3, 1963, Goldberg having gone to
the Court. As you can sec from the next day’s Post, it was duccpted at face value.
Innocent times.

A group beaded by George Ball sct about picking names. The {irst meeting was
“held in the Fish Room, as the Rooscvelt Room was then called. The President looked in,
shook hands all round — Mary McGrory, Henry Cabot ].odge — and recalled Napoleon’s
remark that if he had enough ribbon he could conguer the world. As you can sec from
the enclosed notes, he followed our deliberations (] sat in) with some care.

The awards were announced July 4 as scheduled. Arthur Schlesinger persuaded
the Times to publish all the names and citations. Two pages. December 6 was sct for the
actual presentation. Of course, by that time Kennedy was decad. LBJ was disinclined to
proceed — another Kennedy idea. But we made a great fuss. He finally agreed, on the
condition that Pope John XXII1 be included. It fell to me to call Rome. I found a bishop
who said why not. ;And; Iwrote th 1 tlon*for Kennedy;whlch are’ th‘“hnal words-urhls T
‘PUth Papers ' '

O SR A A \‘

The July 4* idea did not survive. But the Medal has. And so you, and perhaps the
President if you think he would be mtcrcsted will understand how much the award
means to me.

A final note." The award ceremony was held in the State Dining Room. A screen
was placed in the southeast comer, where Mrs. Kennedy sat and listened. Itis my
understanding that she thereupon departed the White EHousc.

Best,

Mr. John Podesta.

Chief of Staff |

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Enclosures
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Mr. Justice Goldberg
The Supreme Court of the United States

_ Waahington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Justice.

Last night, speaking to Fred Holborn, the President
stated that he would like to have Mr. Justice Frank- -
furter and Robert Lovett included among the first
group of persons t:o recaive the‘ ~Presidentia1 .Medal

of Freedom. ‘ ' :

As you lmow, we asked Mr chett to serve. . on tne

'Board, but he i3 111, and felt h.e could not do so.

Respectrully,

Daniel Patrick Moynihan

Eh:gcﬁtive Assistant to the Secretary -

[doos
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May 1, 1963

PERSONAT, AND CONFIDENTTIAL

MEMORANDUM TO THE SECRETARY

The Preaident reacted, on the whole, quite well to-
the Presidential Medal of Freedom nominaftions. He does,
however, feel our cholces were too obvious. EHe was quite
impressed with Miss Caulfield and asked for the nomination
‘of three more names such as hers, 1.e., persons whose
carsers have been discreet and not particularly ppblic.

He was very much for George Taylor.

He is not sure ghouf Monnet and has cabled Bohlen
for advice. He has taken off Hoffman. He has taken Arm-
strong off for this year, feeling that he would dominate
any soclial event that follows the awards. He felt that

. Lippmann and McGill are a little too active and too pro-
Administration for the award thls year. Nelther 1s he
sure about Landon, as he does not want this to become a
good lozer's award. ' : .

He feels MeCloy and Lovett; and also Munoz-Marin,
should get the sunburst.

He 1s not sure about P:zrkins, foeling that this
might be a "failure of generations,” as he put it. He is '
not sure about Waterman, having had no personal knenie&ge—éféthJ”’*k
over the past two years of hls qualities. -

_ﬁaniel Patrick Moyﬁihah'

_ ‘ ' [doo7

SSTUONOD 40 AMVUAIT ‘NOISTATA LJATWOSANVH L J0 SNOILDATIOD THY ROMI QADNA0YITYU
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Jokn F. Kennedy, 1963

Natxoml Day of Mourning Proclaimed by Prc.sxdcnt ]olmson

November 23,. 1963

By the President of the United Stares of
America : .

A4 PROCLAMATION

To the Peaple of the United States:

" John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 35th President .

of the Unired States, has. been taken from us

by aa aet which onUrages. dcccm men cvery-

where, .
He ipheld the f:m.h of our fathers, which
is freedom for all roen. He broadcaed the

ironticrs of that faith, ahd backed it with the
“energy and the courage which arc rhc rnark

of e Nation he Jed.

A man of wisdom, sv.fcngth, and peace, he- '

monlded and woved the power of sar Nation
in the service of a world of growing liberty

and order. All who love f,ru:dom will

mourn his death. :
. As he did not shriak from his rapomﬂx'h—

'uc, but wclcomed them, sa he would pot

have ns shAnk from carrying on his work
beyond .this hour of natonal tragedy.

"He snid it himself: “The cocrgy, the faith,
the devorion which we bring to this endeavor
will light eur cuntry and all who serve it—-

and the glow from that fire can truly light
“the world™

December 6, 1963

- Now, THerrrorr, [, Ln:mw B. Joimvson,

‘President of the United States of America,

do appoint Monday next, November 25, the

day of the funeral service of President Ken- -

nedy, ro be a sational day of mourning

throughout the Upited States. I warpestly .

recommend the people to assemble on that
day in thar respective placss of divine
worshlp, there 1o bow down In submission
to the will of Almighty God, and to pay.
thar homagc of love aud reverence to the

memory of a great and good man. I invite

the people of the world who sharc our gricf
to join uvs in this d1y of mourpipg and re-
dedication.

In" WirnEss Wn'em-.or 1 h-nv: hr_reunco '

set my hand aod cansed the Scal of the
Ulited Stares of Amcrica to be affixed.

Dore at the City of Washington dus

twenty-third day of November in

[sxar] the year of our Lord nincteen

hundred and sixiy<hree, and of the

Indcpeadence of the United Srates of Amer-
iea the onc hundred and dghuy-<ighth.

Lynmon B. ]oﬁNwN

By the President;
Dean Rusk
Sccrctary of Stuc

" Reémarks of President Johnson and Under Secretary of State George W,
 Ball ar the Presentation of the Medal of Freedom Awards.

[ Ddxvercd in the Sntc Dm:nrr 'Room at the Whtc llcn.tse.]

"M BALL. Mr. President, Mrs. Johason, M:-
Cliief Justice and Members of the Supreme’
" Court, Members of the TCabiner, 'Mt':mbcrs of

the Copgress, Recipients of the Presidential
Mcdal of Frcedam, and Distinguished

Guests: It is my privilege 10 welcome you .

to an historie corctmony- Today, the Presi
dent of the United States is expressing the

appzcmauon of a great Natian for the ot-

raordinary achicecments of a semarkable
group .of men and women, achievements
spaning a wide specurum of human -en-
dc:wor- the arts, science, diplomacy, govern-

menz, the humapitjes, the law, and phxlan- :
. 'thropy

For thc Ent t)mc. r.'ne chsxd:m 2y cst:lb-

' 899

doos
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Lishing what we can proudly call an Amai-
can qvil honors List, Each year hereafter
the Prosidential Mcdal of Freedom will be
conferred upon a few Individuals chosen
with preas care by the President himsclf.

The coramony today has a dual signifi-

cagce. We are joining Presidept Jobmson
not ouly in hoporiug the redpicnts of the

Presidential Mcdal of Freedom and the bigh
endeavors that have won them this acclaim .
bot also in payidg mibute to the man rmpon-l .

siblc for this riew decoration.

" Tt was characterisde of President Kenaedy
that e2rly in his administration be should
turn his mind to the maps by which we
could give appropriate ‘cncouragement to
dceds well done. He fele deeply thar our
Nation should pay fall bomage to those who

contributc to coriching the qualities of °

American ife, strengtheniag the security of

free men and buﬂdmg the foundations far
. peace. : .
‘He sought a way of :xprcssmg this ap-
" preciation in 2 systematic manper so that it
could become 1 part 'of American- teadition, -

a mecans of pational thanks and encourage-

.ment for the selfless effart and the brilh:mt

task.

. So as to provide ordarly a.rrangcm:nts for -

the conferming of this recognition, President
Keanedy direcred the Distinguished Awards
Bourd to suryey r the ficlds of achicvemcat and
to suggest candidates for the award for the
Presidendial Modal of Freedom. This was

Dot an casy. task, not onc to be lightly under- -

taken or quzckly aa:ompl:shcd Those of us
who were given this assignment were over-
whelmed but gratified by rhe prev: alcnc-: and
variety of achievement. We were, i

work of initial selection required solémn
dcbate and a bold exercisc of judgmenc.
The work of the Board, however, was

. only the beginning of a process.  The Presi-

dent revicwed our suggestions with care and

reflccion. He 2dded and subtracaed names
md directed that some nommauous Lx hcldh

a vy
rcal sepse, cmbarrassed by riches and the

" Pablic Papers of the Presidents

!,.,_.._.,.-.; R

&rctulithou ght, zlw-ay :panngly {535 10t~

;to*«dcbasc 1S “Gurrency.

1 2nd Mrs. Kcnmdy smdzcd and revised

the design submitted for this decoragion, and

the beautiful medal yon s hcrc today bears
their joint imprimarac.

- This fust year, the Presidential Medal ‘of

Frecdom is being eonferred on 31 individ-

vals. n the casc of g, the special award is

being awarded ‘with distinction.
"President Johuison shares with his great

predeccssar a dewp respect for distinguished -

achicvement and 2 desire to give gratitude
.and rccognition to those who nobly serve
the cause of bumanity. Hc has come bere

- today to pay honor to a bright constellation

o[ talent and achxevcmcuL .
Ladics and gendemcn the Prcs:dcnt of
the United Statcs. .
PEESIDENT JormsoN. Mr. Secrctary, Mr.
Chicf Justice znd Members of the Courx,

Mambers of Congress, Distinguished Recipi--

cnts of the Award, Fellow Americans:
Over the past 2 wecks, our Nation bas

known moments of the urmost sorrow, of

angyish and shane, This day, however, is

~ a moment of grat pride
In the shattering sequence of events that
began 14 days ago, we cocouatered in it fall -

* borror mai’s. capacity for-hawed and de-

stmiction.
There 15 Ltde we do not now v know of
evil, but it is Wme to turi ance more o the

_ pursuits “of hooor and exccllence and of

achicvement that have always marked the
true dircction of the Americain people

So we mect Today to confer the Natioi's
bighest civil honor oa 3z of the Nation's
.mest disinguishéd ddzens, dtizens of the
free wordd.,

No words could add to the dxsu.nc.hqn of
the men and women who are being honored
today. Tuis rather the reverse. (T

szdmd:srmcuon Ao -the award v
o, IR joining with tay fcllow countrymen

- to.cxpress the Nation's gratitude to cach of

you, 1 want particularly ro thank you for

] . raninding us thar whatever evil moments
onlyuaft g mny pass by, w

we arc and we shall continue

AR S WL "P’f*z
cmnamcs R

x

Booy
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]olm F. Ixcrmcdy, 1963

tobe a people rouchcd with greamess called

by high destiny 1o serve greal purposcs.
Mr. Ball: Mr. President, Miss Marian

Aanderson. '
PRESIDENT JotrNson. Artist and dtizen,

shc has cunobled lier rcc and her counuy

while her voice has enthralled the world.
M, Ball: Mr. Pablo Casals. M. Casals
was unfortuparcly unable to be with us today,
Mr. President, but you may wish to read
his citaton in absenua
PRESIDENT JOHNsoN. Statesman of music;

he bus incaznated the freedom of art, while .
the ccllo under his fingers has touched the
- heart of the world.

M. Ball: Miss Genevieve Caulficld.
PRESIDENT JonsoN. Teacher and human-
Itarian, she has been for four decades 2 dne-

"woman Peace Corps in Southeast Asia, win-

ping vicorics over darkness by hdping the

blind to become full members of socicry.
Mr. Ball: Dr. John F. Endes.

- PRESIDENY JomwsoN. Physidan and re

scarcher, he has opened new patbways to
medical discovery and has been an crample
and companion 1o two gerierations of doctors -

in the demanding quest for sdentific cruth.
Mr. Ball: Mr. Kad Holton.
PRESIDENT JoHNsoN. lanovater in apply-

' ing imaginative solutions to problems of

juvenile  delinguency, be has contributed
gr_ncxously o developing respoasible ¢itizen-

_ ship among our youth.

Mr. Ball: Mr. Robert J. Kiphuth,

PHESIDENT JomnNsoN. Teacher and coach,

he has inspired geoerations of athletes with

" .high 1deals of zchicvement and 'spnrlsman-
. ship.

Mr. Ball: Mr. Edwin 1§. Land.
PRESIPENT JonNsoN. Scientist and inven-

‘tor, he has broughe his creative gifts to bear

in icdustry, government and cducarion, cn-

" riching the lives of wmillions by giving new

dimeasions to. photography. -
Mr. Ball: Governor ¥erhert FI L-:hm:m.
T know that we were all deeply saddened to

_hear yesterday of the death of this greac

atizen. Mr. Prcsrdv:nr, you may wish ro read

" his citntion 1n 1bscntxa

wvbmr yomsion. Ciuzen and stales-
man, he bas. used wisdom and compassion
as the teals of goverament apd has wade

" politics the }ughcst form of public service.

Mr, Ball: J. Clifford MacDonald. Mrs.
- MacDouald will receive the award op behalf
of her decaased busband.

TRESIDENT _JORNSON. Busihessman and

. philanthropist, be has directed his concern

1o the quiet but noble work of -cnlarging
the lives abd opportuaites of the phyncal.ly

" and mentally bandicapped.

M= Ball; Mr. Grorge Mcany-
. prestpENCT Jorwson. Citizen and’ national

_Ieader, in scrving the cause of labor, he has

gready served the cause of his Nation dnd -
" of freedom ik the warld,
Mc. Ball: Profusor Alexander Mctklc-" '

.]ohn
_ PRESIDENT JOHNSON. Lducaror .—md Liber-

. tarian, as teacher by cxample and philos-

opher in praciice, his frec and fertle mind
has influenccd the course of American 1uuh-
creducanon_
. - Ball: M.r. Ludwig Mics, van der
Rohc
PRESIDENT JOHNSON. T:ad\cr, dmgm:r

" -aster builder, he lus conccived soarng -
* sauctures of glass, sicel apd concrete which

‘at once embody and cvoke the distinctive
qualitcs of our agc. .
. Mz. Ball: Mr, C.la.rmc: B. Randall..

PRESIDENT JounsoN. Léader of industry,

counselor to Presidents, be has been a foree-
ful 2nd articulate phﬂosophu of the role of
business ia x frec soqcty-

Mr. Ball; Mr. Rudolf St:riun

PXESIDENT JoHnsox. - Artist and teacher,
he has given the classical waditions of the
piano ncw lifc in 3 disordercd age-

My, Ball: Mr. Edward Sreichien

PRESIDENT  JORNsoN. Photoprapher .and
"collector, be has made the cunara the in-

" smument of aesthetic perception and r.hcrc

by transformed a saenze into an art
Mz. Ball: Professor George W. Taylor.

PRESWENT Jomwson. Economist and ar-.
bitzaror, he has been the voice of reason -
and -good will in the industial rclations. of -

.g)l

Koio
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aur socicty, cnlising management and labor- .

" their way of life.

in the cause of industrial peace
M. Ball: Dr. Alan T. Waterman

PRESIDENT Jornesoi. Physicist and public

servant, b bas been the far-sighted advocale
of Federal support of the sciences, using the

resources of government to ‘unprove the
. quality and ipcrease the thrust of basic
- rosearchu o ’

Mr. Ball: M. Mark S, Wasson ‘

PRESIDENT JOHNSON. Soldier in the First’
World War ;nd_cogxc:ppndcm in the See--
opd, hc has given the ‘American . peoplc’

informed, widcranging and ind¢pendent

coverage of the Nation's security and defense. -

Mr. Bill: Mrs. Annic D. Waunieka.
. pRESIPENT JomnsoN. First worman clected

. to the Navajo Tribal Council, by her long

crusade for. improved bealth programs she
has hdped dramatically to lessco the mepace
of diseasc among her people and to improve

"Mr. Ball: Mr. E. B. Whitc. Mz. Pr;sidcnt,'
Mr. White, unformumnately, is uaable 1o be
here today because of illness. © :
© pRESDENT JoHNsoN. An' essayist whose
concise comment on mca and places has

tevealed To yer anothér age the vigor :)f the

English séutcoce. £
Mz, Ball: Mr. Edmund Wilson. ~ M.

Wilson also -unfortunatcly 1s wnable to be

with us today. ) .

PRESIDENT JoHNson. Crric and hisiorian, °
‘he has converted criricism jtsclf into a crea:
 1ive act, While seuing for the Nation a stern
-aud wncompromising srandard of independ- |

" entjudgmest | . : :

Mr. Ball: Mr. Thornton Wilder.

ERESTOENT JORNsoN. Artist of fare gaicty

and penetradon, he has inscribed . a noble
vision in his books, rmaking the- comman-
places of life yicld the wit, the wonder and
the steadfastness of the human adventure,
Mz. Ball: Mr. Andrew Wyeth. Ce
PRESIDENT JorvsoN. Paipter of the Amer-

jcan scene, he has in the grear humdnist:

wradition illnminated and clarified the vetl-
tics apd delights of everyday life

902

Public Pép“ci: ‘of the Prcs%ZcizL:

A Presidents. -

- Mr. Ball: Apd.now, Mr. Proideat, lct me '

present those who are o recave the Presi-

. deatial Medal of Frecdom wath  Speeial

Disinegton. . -
. First, My, Ellsworth’ Bunker.

" ppEsipENT yormson. Citizen and diplomat, ©.
he has brovght integrity, paticnee and 2
compassionate wnderstanding of other mea
and parions ro the service of the Republic

undes three Presidents.
“*Mc. Ball: Dr. Ralpb J. Bunche .
PRESIDENT JoRNsoN. Scholar and diplomat,

 sesvant of the coerging world order, be has

opened Up ncw vistas i the demanding
ucst for inreinational justice and peacc.

* Mr. Ball: De. James B. Conant '

. presIDENT JoHmson. Sdcotist and educ-

" tor, he bas led the Amecrican people in the

fight 1> save our most precious’ resource—

‘our chifdren.

Mr. Ball: Governor Luis Mufioz Marin.

PRESIDENT JOHNSON. Poct; -poliridan, pub-
' ic servaar, patiot, he has led his ‘people
" on to new beights of dignity and. purpose

and transformed a stricken land into a vital.

" sodety.. }

_ Mr. Ball: Mr. Robert A- Lover.

" PREIDENT JOROUSON. S¢rvant of th::'Rc-'
A public, he has set high standards for the
privatc citizen in public service by his selfless,

Jedication to the natonal security under four

Mr. Ball; Mr. Jean Monnet- ‘
prEsiDENT  Joumsoy, Citizen of Frapcg,

statcsman of the world, he ‘bas made per- . -
arasion and ycason the weapons of state-

craft, moving Europe woward upicy and the

Atlantic nadons toward a ‘more. cffective

partacrship. . ’ o :
Mr. Ball: Mr. Tustice Felix Fraokfurter.

- PRESINENT JOHNsoN. Jurist, scholar, coun-

 selor, conversationalist, he has brought to 2ll - -

his roles a zest and a wisdom which has

~ made him teacher to his time

M. Ball; Mr. Joha |- McCloy.
prEspENT yommsor. Diplomat and public

- servant, banker to the world 2nd godfather

" to German (rcc;dom, he Las brought cheer-
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ful wisdar and seeady c.ﬁccdw;'cnss to the

tasks of war and peace. .
Mz. Ball: 1 ask Mr, McCloy to offcr somc
remarks on bebalf of the recipicnls.

[ A5 £his poins Mr. McCloy spoke bricfly. “I
do know thot I can speak for all of the recipi-
enss” he sad, “when | say that we arc not
only much honored buz deeply moved by the
fact thar we receive at your honds, Mr.

. President, this awsrd on the very day that
Pregident Kennedy appointed for its be- .

- stowal by him upon us. In the short time .
dllosted to hirn, he clevated in the life of the ’

Nation the arts and the sasnces, cducation

and the public service. He had joy.in them
and his joy was commznicated 1o men and . .

women cverywhere” He concluded by
pledging the tlents of the group “to the
furtheranee of the high objectives which
President Kennedy intended by the natwure
of shis konor to stimulaze.” President Jokn-

son ihen resumed speaking.]

I have also detrmined to confcr the Pres- -
.. idential Medal of Freedém posthumously

on another noble wan whese dcath we -
. mourncd 6 montbs ago:.}is Holincss, Popc

John XXTJ1L. . o
. Hewasa man of simnple origins, of simple
faith, of simple charity. In his exalted of-

fce he was snll the geuﬂé jpastor. He be-

licved in discussiop and persuasion . He
profoundly respectcd the dignity of man. -
He gave tie world immortal statéments of
the rights of man, of the obligations of mcp
to cach other, of their duty to suive for a
world communiry in which all caa livein

peacc ‘and fraternal fricndship: His gaod- .
" pest reached across temporal boundaries o .

warm the hearts of men of all patiops and
of al] faiths. '

The gration reads:

His Holiness Popc Joha XXIIT, dedicared
- serzant of God. He brought 1w all citizeos
of the planct a heightened sensc of the dig-
" pity.of the individual, of the brothcrhood of
moan, and of the commeon dury te build an co-

. vironmeat of peace for all bumian kind. -

John Kennedy is gonc E.uh of us will

. Know that we arc the lesser for his death. .

But each is somehovw larger because he lived.
A saducss has serded o the warld which will

- pever leave it while we who kacw bim are

still here. . .
‘The Amcrica chat produced him shall
bonor bim as well As a simple’ gosmre,

. but onc which J know he would not have
" counted small, it is my privilege at this

momenK to award the Presideprial Mcdal of
Frcedom posthumously to Jobn Fitzgerald
Kennedy on belislf of the grear Republic
for which he lived and died. : '
The citation reads:

John Fitz.g'crald Keanedy, 35th President

 af the United States, soldier, scholar, stats- '

man, defender of freedom, pioncer (or peass,

" author of hopc—combining courage with

reasop, and combaring hate with compas-
sion, he lcd the land he loved roward new
fronticrs of opportunity - for all men and

' peace forall ime. Bdoved in alifc of sclfess

service, mourned by all ina death_of sense-

" less crifme, the. energy, feith and devoton

which he brought to his cxu’agrdina'rily
sacemssful though ragically briek endeavors
will hercafter “Tight our country and all who

- serve it—-and the glow from that firc can

truly light the word.”

e et T

93




. 08/08/00 18:28 FAX

DANIEL P MOYNIHAN
NEW YORK™ .

%lmtzrl ,,%tatzs o%matz

WASHINGTON Dc 20510-321

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET -
202-224-9553 PHONE N

202—228-3827 FAX

J;Fr S\«ew\
«."FAXNU’M(BER H"S(; }505

FROM:  Tony Bullock Chief of Staff

. ool

Office of Senator Daniel Palnck Moymhan -

| DATVE;‘v ﬁl@/w

Number of pages mclud,mg cover sh"‘ee't_:_ \9» . |




o me——

MONNIRAN
QALL ‘Z/ﬁ" THE WHITE HOUSE

- brektpp gy tp
Durive ik we had v mind

oo told bl —
hoed Cfr‘a‘requm Wonpre,
(ke ad Cdmucosion to N couuenkd o3y

Lok w Geupte
WM
kmoy — vy 407 Ll L - (8158 ot
1874 - Vigraelds
WAL~ utnn. et £0 AT | (vl
WW ilef) = Wz W
P hedit —

YVilll hsivman - e Pasc.
P g ue Ao Nepgluon onie o234,

| C!/Z-Q@(:\f«%%&% W\WM; <
4 Lwe Vw@( e e y)%
ned tha

Tk wee 1o e confemed om D2 §




ORC———g

THE WHITE HOUSE

NNNNNNNNNN

Tdthon,
i

JFKLMVJWW e Lt rue,
W) Ut A by trad)
N6, ammitl 2. 5> \oach,

DA%-%W(/W'




Final 08/09/00 10:00am

‘Shesol/ Pollock/ Afridi ﬁ .
. ) "’/'-:w

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM
AWARD CEREMONY }
THE WHITE HOUSE

August 9, 2000

e

%ef /, (/u’fm% '




Acknowledgments: [ want tQ,thank the First Lady for |
‘her remarks and to extend a very warm welcome to all 'ef |
our guests at the White House today — to our honorees
andtheir families; to meinbers of the administration;
Members of Congress; and other distinguished

Americans.




More than sixty years égo,-Prevsident Franklin
Rc.)osevel.t said: “freedom cannot be bestowed; it must bé
achieved.” T would add that'from the founding of our
nation, it has beén the duty of each generatiqn to achieve

freedom anew; to expand it; to deepen its meaning.

Today, we honor fifteen men and womeriv who have'
done exactly that. Itis my prbud honor, on behalf of a
proud nation,'to AaWard each of these Americans the
‘Presidential Medal of F feedom, our highest civilian
honor. They have, in the words of our Constitﬁtioﬁ, |
“secured the bléssings of lliber'ty” ny acts of brav‘e?y,

. conscience, and créativity. I am grateful fo all who are

“here today and those who could not join us.




James Edward Burke

When James Burke was just starting oui in business;

‘ hiS bOss called him into.‘the efﬁee and teld him to shut the
door. J 1m had‘ made a rriisteke; and nOw; he ithOl;J.ght,.he
was about to h_e fired. ‘Instead,' his boss congratulated

him, saying his mistake meaht he wias rriaking decisiohs,

taking risks.

Over the years, Jim’s willingness to mavke the tough
call in ﬁmes of crisis — end to put the public inferest above
all elSe — has placed a higher premii,lm on cander and
corporate'-citizenship. Inanage when many look only to

the bottom line, Jim draws his values from a deeper wel



Jim took a risk in becommg Chalrmanbof the
Partnership for a Drug—F ree America. There are few |
challenges tougher — and 'fevslf more vital — th‘an teachi.ng |

“our young people about the dangefs o’f drugs. J im-rﬁef
- that challengé head on, ralsmg billions in prlvate

Wi\ MR T Loariyg s b urbimgen

- resources to do the job) Amedenew toprtiror-wemtetusning
Randata oy s e TWA &,

the-trde. Thanks to Jim Burke, our famlhes are health1er |
our communities safer, and our nation immeasurably

stronger.

Commander, please read the citation.



~Senator John Chafee

In the fall 01951, 1n thé mou‘ntains‘ O.f Nort'h 'Kbrea,
a youngMarine made himself a pro_mise‘: whatever he
 faced in battle, he would strive to act just as his
comméﬁder, John Chafee, would act. Captain Chafee set
the standard for bravery, decency and ihtegrity — not onlyv
in war but in the distinguished career th_éf would follow.
He rose to become the Governor of th_dé Island and, ) |
lvaterl, Secretary of the Na\;y. In 1976, the people of his
~ state elected him to the U.S. Senate, where he would

~ serve with distinction until his death nine months ago.




We miss him very much. _Senator Chafee .took on 'the‘
touéh issues — from health care to child care to, most of
.all? the en.vﬁiromlnent ~even when ft meant he had to take
on his own party. Johrj Chafee proved that politics can be
an holnorable pr.ofes-si\on.. He err'lbod‘i‘ed‘the de;cent center |
that puts progreés, and the public interest, steadfastly

above pértisanship. |

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people
| calledv Senator, but whose riflemen still proudly called
- Captain. His Wonderful Wife, Ginny, is here on John

Chafee’s behalf.

Commander, ple'aSe read the citation.




General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret. S

In Mafch of 19‘99,.as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed |

~ his army and police gon the people of KoSovo, General

N “QAM

Wesley Clark“was given the first military mission of its
.kind: directing the 'forcés of a 19-n-é1_ti0n alliance to end a
| brutal Campaigh' of ethnic cleaﬁsing. The s_t\akes were
monumental. S»ucl:cess would save lives, strengthén |
NATO, and advancc the cause of a Europe whole and
free. Failuré wvould. leave much of that continent aWash in
a séa of refugees; it would end the 2th Century on a nofe
of helpless indignation in the face of evil. |

Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans,

o Y
having played a Vltal role in ending the v&r‘lsn mcgﬁla He
summoned every ounce of his eXperien_Ce and expertise -
as a strategist and sta_tésman — to wage NATO’s ‘campa'ign

in Kosovo. His forces prevailed, NN U, I Lt Gty |




| hmwo\;wa\mwww
Assigned a challenge many experts called “Mission -

Impossible,” General Clark proudly declared it “Mission

Accomplished.”

‘Commander, please read the citation.

Admiral William Crbwé,’ USN, Ret. |

As a young officer, William Crowe seemed to seize
every opportunity for a nontraditional Navy'céreer. He
tbok leave to earn a Mastérs_ ih Edﬁcatioﬁ. He paésed up
an invitation to join thei nuclear submarine program so he
~ could earn a Ph.D. in politics at Princeton. A few years

later, when Doctor Crowe found himself named Rear |

Admiral Crowe, he was quite sﬁrprised;




- Only later did he l’eamk that Admiral Zumwalt that year

had ordered all naval promotion boards to consider
| “jconoclasts.”

Admiral Crowe has always heen an innolvati’ve‘ and

independent thinker. He was the first Chairman of the -
.J oint Chiefs with a mahd’ate to"promote greater
| cooperation among the Armed Services, along with the -
power to reshape their respective roles and missions. ‘He
used that po_wer to build a military more ag-ile arld '
efficient for the global age. ‘_From thét ehairmanship to his
Ambassadorship at the Court of St. J ames"sn, William - .'
Crowe has been the right .leader'for ehahgihg times. Even
more, he himself has helped to e_hzt_rrg_e thetimes —to
errhance our strength, advance the peetce, and. qtticken the

- march of freedom. Commander, please read the citation.

S




Marian Wright Edelman oo

A4

e

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of 'the

greatestw smgers of all time 4' s the power and “

YT Y
range of this Marian’s VOlcq&mt brought Robert Kennedy

to M1551551pp1 -l'h'a-t helped organize the Poor People S

Campaign.. .ml'msplred Hillary and thousands morgto

el u‘\umm bude @ “.b.
join her through the yearsj. '

E W - |
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| , S e
She is a tireless advocate, a driving force, a crusader of

conscience. Like her namesake, Marian’s voice is strong -
and true: We are\chlldren of God and must protect all @

our ,children". Aregiamp e i

Commander, please read the citation.

| ohn Kenneth ,Galbr'aith.

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth
Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect — those are the
second and third things. FirSt_ yQu notice his height,

- which, like his passion for public service, 1s his father’s
legacy. ‘;We tére] obliged,” the elder Galbraith once told
him, “because of our enormous sizé, to altér- the World to

our specifications.”
| | 1




| | | S T
That is just what Professor Galbraith has done. From

the lecture halls of Harvard to wartime Washington. to his
diplomatic pe.st in India, he has alteied our world —
making it better, nobler and more just.

[t’s ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term
‘«conventional wisdom” - ain,ce he’s spent his whole
career challenging it. 'He |, 3 always saspected that
.President Kehnedy serithim to India just to be free of his 4'
political advice and policy 1deas. Actually, the President
drew a lot froni those ideas — as have ‘generations‘ of
American leaders arid thinkers. Professor Galbraith
writes with such eloquence and clarity that his ideas are
accessible to us all, .he'lping us not just to untlerstand the
eeonomy, btlt also to remember that it i.s the provenance

of more than a privileged few.
12




Commander, read the citation.

Monsignor George G. Higgins |

- Monsignor GeorgelHigginS believes in the dignity of
Work,. and he’s not shy aboﬁt ﬁghtiné for it. For rﬁore
than 60 years, he has organizeﬁdv, marched, prayed and bled
fof the social and écoﬁomic justice of working
Americans.. He spoke a fundamental truth when he said:
o “Work is an important Wéy‘in which we exetcise 6ur-'
humanity... In return, society offers us not only our.daily‘
b'read,f‘but a sense that we ourselves are honored fqr the

~ contributions we make.”

13




Today we honor Monsignor Higgins fb”r_kli_§ work, for
defending the right of wori(ing people to organize in
factories, foundries and fields, e_ﬁd to better t'he_ir livee
through. collective action. His faith and his eourage have
strengthened not only our nati‘.on’s labor unions, but also

our American union.
‘Commander, please read the citation.

- Reverend Jesse Jackson

One of the best things about this ceremony is that I

don’t have to follow Jesse Jlacks-onA. |

14
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But the truth is, America has followed Reverend

] ac-kso.n _as he marched With Dr. King, walked the picket
Iines, and ran for oar nation’s highést ofﬁc_e; inatillin'g |
hope'a'nd inspiring millions. From the streets of Watts to

the hollows of Appalachia, as my Special Eﬁvoy‘to Africa |
and the leader of Rain'bow/PUSH,- Reverend Jackson has
walked the walk of freedom. You know, when I th1nk of
Rainbow/PUSH, I think of two thlngs ‘Rambow means'
we all have a place at the table. “pUSH” is what the

| Reverand does when he thinks I’m not domg right.

m'hn
uwwu:\mm . »3'1 Crallibdtt e
With his Wall Street PI‘O_]GCt he is forglng the next - |

frontier of frcedom — economic freedom — reminding us
that when we limit opportunities for some Americans, we

limit the possibilities of all Americans.
15




Dr. King said: “Human progress never rolls on the
wheels of inevitability, it comes through the tireless
efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God.” The
cause of justice has no greater,cb-worker than Reverend
Jackson. It’s hard to 'imagine 'how we could have come as
far as a nation without the creative power, the keen -

intellect; and the gentle heart of _R'everénd Jesse Jackson.
And God is not done with him, yet.

_COmmander, please read the citation.

16




Mildred “Millie” Jeffrey

As a Catholic s'choolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the ‘ | |
Stoﬁes of neighborhood.bigqts and watéhed as Klansmen |
‘marched through t.ow'n with é‘bu:ming cross. Asaunion
- o{rgan_ize"r in Mississippi; Millie stood bravely as p.ompany
men snapped bullwhips at her feet. Clearly, they didn’t |

know whom they were up against.

Millie is humble but strong. SheWorked with Walter
Reuther and counseled 'the Kennedys — inﬂueﬁcing gll
with her courage and her‘uﬁﬂaggiﬁg commitment tQ
social juStiCe; Tb meet the need for more women in
public office, Miliie started the National Women’s
Political Céucus, and sparked the effort to n‘ominat_e‘ .

Geraldine Ferraro.




For countless women around the world, Millie is an

inspiration. Her impact will be felt for generations.
Commander, please read the citation.

Dr. Mathilde Krim

Nearly 20 years ago, ~very few researchers even knew
- what AIDS was — and even fewer had the courage to
speak out ab'out/it. Dr.. MathildeKrim was one of the first
: te grasp 1ts terrible implications. But Dr. Krim was not
content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others
| te establish the Am‘ericaniFoundatio.n for AIDS Research
_ raising awareness, raising millions for researc}i, and
raisirig_ the hopes of countless people bravely confronting

~ this deadly disease.
3 18




7Despite some promising scientific breakthroughs, we |
| know that the fight egainst AIDS is not yetn won. And Dr.
‘Krim reminds us that we 'rnusf not g’fow -compla.cent. As |
she said recently: "‘We’re about hélf—way on a long road.”
| lB;ut thanks to her vision, her ability to ihspire, and her

enduring compassion for these in need, we now fravel that

road united, and determined to prevail.
| Commander, please read the citation:

. George McGovern

His roots lie deep in the South Dakota soil — in small-
town farms and the faith of his father, a Methodist pastor.
After more than a half century in public life, George

McGovern still draws upon those teachings and traditions.
5 _ |




And he still imparts them to the rest of us, by the power of |
his example, the courage of his convictions, and his proud

legacy of'public lse_r\‘/,ice.

| Long before he became a'CQngressman, or a Senator,
or a US Ambassador, Gedrge McGovern beéam_e a hero.
His brave cXp'loits in the skies abbve Europe eaméd him
the Diétinguished'Flyin’g Cross and, more imporfant to
~ him, the 'gratitude of the rﬁen hé brought safely to ground.
Remming homie, he ‘taught history — and then set out to
make it himself, first winning a seat in Congress 'and then,
a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program,

one of the greatest achievements of the Kennedy era.

20
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| By the »tirr‘le he raﬁ for President in 1972, Senator
McGovern was not only a hero 1n war but a stalwart voice
for peaee in Vietnam. Hillery and | were henored to work
on his campaign; to &mmwm
“conviction that we can move our country.forward.” In
the decades since, that conviction has never wavered.
Neither 'h..as his commitment to bring food to the hungry. ;
Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and

Agriculture Orgdnization, George McGovern has pledg‘ed |

to feed half a billion of the world’s ill fed,) Avrtfgmyone

- | mmm
Bebod ) bu\umhuuws

LY g
wm.,k Mutw\

’ alidiag LS mﬂv‘
UM e
Commander please read the citation. Paasdiy, b CUA

um

21




Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan

On the wall of liis S_enate office are two framed
magazine cbyers. One says: “Moynihan: _The’
Conscience of( a Neo-Con.servative.”i’ The other:
“Moynihan, Neo-Liberal._” Well,i iwhateizejr label 1s
assighed to him this wéek, there’s not a day that goes by
when Daniel Patrick Moynihan is not brilliantly,

~ dynamically, uniquely himself.

Senator Moynihan 1s Hell’s Kitchén and the andon
School of Economics. He is a sailor in uniforin and a
professor in tweeds. He is aisubitle, s'ophis_‘tic_ated wit and
a toligh, blunt critic of social inju_stice. Heis a man of

~ideas and a man of action.
22




Itis by'this daiZliﬁg cbllection of qualities that Pat ‘
M_oy‘nihan servéd —and sufvived — four‘vSuccessive
Preéidénc@ies. He is the only American ever to havé done
s0. He vrepre.sented' American Interests in India and stood
up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent
Him to the Senate in America’s bicentennial year. And in
the quarter century since, he has championed diversity
and waged,. Without relent, thé war on poveﬁy he' helped

to launch.

I was interested to learn that Senétor Moynihan
helped create thé Medal he 1s about to recéive. President .
Kennedy charged him with that task. And, as lthe'
‘Pres;ident decreed, the standard ‘_of achievement was set

very high indeed.
| ' | 23




[ know all Americans will agree that in the four decades
- since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by

every conceivable measure.

’ 3
Commander, please read the citation.

Cruz Reynoso

- Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrarits who
spent summers workin{ngith his ‘fa_rnily in the fields of the‘
Saﬁ Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much
that his elementary school classmates called him “el
profe” [pr‘ow-fay] — the ‘prof'esso'r.’ ‘Later, some ‘told him to
- put aside his d‘reamé of going to Cdllege Sayihg bluntly:

“They will never let you.”

24




But with faith in-himSelf and the values of our
coﬁntry, Cruz Reynoso went on to college and to law
school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the
Equal Emplbyment Opportuvnity Commissioﬁ-énd led the
pioneering California Rural Legal As_sistanbe Program. In
1976, he was appointed ASsociate Justiqe of the |

‘California Court of Appeals and rose to.be‘come the ﬁrst
| Latino to serVe oh the state’s highést court.

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice,
sérving as Vice Chaif of the U.S. Civil Rights
Commissioh, opéning new doors fof Latino lawyers and
teaching a new gcnerétion of stﬁdents the world of law.

1 . | .
And not IQng ago, the person his classmates once c‘:all'ed
“el-profe” Wés voted by his own étudents fhe Professor of

the Year. | Commander, please read the citation.




- The Reverend Gardner TayIOr

In Roméns 10: 14, 1t 15 W.ritten:. “And how shaﬂ fhey
hear Withou‘t a pr.eacher?"’ |

'Thé Lord may have had that passage in mind the day
Gardner Taylora wés borri, and ohce again - yéaré later —
When a terrible car accident chVinced him to _abando,ri
law sc-h.'o'o‘l and enter thevmihistry.

Reverend Téylor’s eloquence has inspired'
genefations — helping uS to see the hard 'chéllenges-of life
in the revealing light of scripture. AAs a vfo.under of the
| Progressiﬂfe National Baptiét Con_{f_ention? ‘Reverev:nd a
Taylor helped galvanize black churches a‘cross Americain
;the struggle for c‘ivil rights. As a pasfor in Brooklyn, he

has worked to repair the breach — whether racial, political

or economic.
26
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Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scr1ptures
but 'from his soﬁl.. That is the gift Goci has given him; and -

(it s, in turn, the gift he gwes to us< W o Qll\b\ .
< Rora g W Coassvey,

Commander please read the citation. G AW A Gud)
| uc\

~ Simon Wigsen’thal

.“When.[milli'ons] were murdered, wHy was I allowed
tojlive?” For more than half a centufy, Simon Wiesentﬁal
has asked himself this quéstion again a-nda'gain,.

To thosé who know his story — one bf rhiraculdus
survival and a r'elent'l,ess pursuit of justice — the énéwer IS
.appare.nt. From the unimaginable 'horrbrs of the
Holocaust; only a few.'VOices suﬁived — to bear witness,
to Ah'o'ld the gu1lty accountable, and to hbnor the memofy

~ of all those killed.
27




Only if weheed these'brave voices can we build a
bulwarkof ;humanity against hatred and indifference.‘ [
am struck by another questi_on Mr. Wiesenthal once
posed: “How does one explain to a young person what |
freedom means when hehas been born to freedom?”
AnSWering this questior1 is our moral responsibility, and

our enduring challenge.
Mr Wiesenthal, regrettably, could not be with here
us today. Rabb1 Marvin H1er [hire] W1ll receive the award

on his behalfﬁ

 Commander, please read the citation.

28




Conclusion

‘ ‘Todayl’s honorees come frbm different backgrounds,
differen\t walks Qf‘ life, and yet all share the ideals of -
service,i of citizénship, of expanding freedom. Ju.st t:hink.‘
Thlere isn’t a person 1n this cQuntry -who'se life has not

been made better by_a person on this stage.

When he first presented this.award, President Ly'n'dony |
Johnson ,said: “No ‘words"-coul'd add td fhe' diStinction of
| the men and Womén who are being honored today.
Rather... their names add distinctioﬁ to the' award.” Even
more, I bélieve, their ac.hi.evem'ents a'vdd‘ disvtinctionv__tc') bur
national »life;v and for that we are proud, and gratetul, and

ennobled as Americans.
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Again, Hi'llary and [ welcorhe all of you to the White
House and ask you to join us in the State Dining Room

for a rec'e'ption. Thank you.

30




145

Draft 08/08/00 11:00pm
Shesol/ Pollock/ Afridi

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
'REMARKS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD CEREMONY
. THE WHITE HOUSE
' August 9, 2000

Acknowledgments: I want to thank the First Lady for her remarks and to extend a very
warm welcome to all of our guests at the White House today — to our honorees and their families;
to members of the administration; Members of Congress; and other distinguished Americans.

President Franklin Roosevelt, more than sixty years ago, said that “freedom cannot be
bestowed; it must be achieved.” I would add that from the founding of our nation, it has been the
duty of each generation to achieve freedom anew; to expand it; to deepen its meaning.

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have done exactly that. It is my proud
honor, on behalf of a proud nation, to award each of these Americans the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, our highest civilian honor. They have, in the words of our Constitution, “secured the
blessings of liberty” by acts of bravery, conscience, and creativity. -1 am grateful to all who are
here today and those who are not.

James Edward Burke

When James Burke was just starting out in business, hig boss called hy to the m
and told him to shut the door. Jim had made a mistake; and now, he thought, he was aboyt
fired. Instead, his boss congratulated him, saying his mistake meant he was making decisions,
taking risks. : -

Over the years, Jim’s willingness to make the tough call in times of crisis — and to put the
public interest above all else — has placed a higher premium on candor and corporate citizenship.

‘In an age when many look only to the bottom line, Jim draws his values from a deeper well.

Jim took a risk in becoming Chairman of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. There
are few challenges tougher — and few more vital — than teaching our young people about the
dangers of drugs. Jim met that challenge head-on, raising billions in private resources to do the
job. And now, together, we’re turning the tide. Thanks to Jim Burke, our families are healthier,
our communities safer, and our nation immeasurably stronger.

Commander, please read the citation.

Senator John Chafee

In the fall of 1951, in the mountains of North Korea, a young Marine made himself a
promise: whatever he faced in battle, he would strive to act just as his commander, John Chafee,
would act. Captain Chafee set the standard for bravery, decency and integrity — not only in war




~ but in the distinguished career that would follow. He rose to become the Governor of Rhode

" Island and, later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people of his state elected him to the U.S.

Senate, where he would serve with distinction until his death nine months ago.
We miss him very much. Senator Chafee took on the tough issues — from health care to
child care to, most of all, the environment — even when it meant he had to take on his own party.

John Chafee proved that politics can be an honorable profession. He embodied the decent center
. that puts progress, and the public interest, steadfastly above partisanship.

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people called Senator, but whose riflemen
still proudly called Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here on John Chafee’s behalf.

Comrhander, pleasé, read the citation.

General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret.

In March of 1999, as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed his army and police on the people of
Kosovo, General Wesley Clark was given the first military mission of its kind: directing the
forces of a 19-nation alliance to end a brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing. The stakes were
monumental. Success would save lives, strengthen NATO, and advance the cause of a Europe
whole and free. Failure would leave much of that continent awash in a sea of refugees; it would
end the 20th Century on a.note of helpless indignation in the face of evil.

Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, having played a vital role in ending the
war in Bosnia. He summoned every ounce of his experience and expertise — as strategist and
statesman — to wage NATQO’s campaign in Kosovo. His forces prevailed. Given an assignment
many military experts called “Mission Impossible,” General Clark proudly declared it “Mission
Accomplished.” : '

Commander, please read the citation.

Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. '

As a young officer, William Crowe seemed to seize every opportunity for a’
nontraditional Navy career. He took leave to earn a Masters in Education. He passed up an
invitation to join the nuclear submarine program so he could earn a Ph.D. in politics at Princeton.
A few years later, when Doctor Crowe found himself named Rear Admiral Crowe, he was quite
surprised. Only later did he learn that Admiral Zumwalt that year had ordered all naval
promotion boards to consider “iconoclasts.” ' ' :

Admiral Crowe has always been an innovative and independent thinker. He was the first
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs with a mandate to promote greater cooperation among the Armed
Services, along with the power to reshape their respective roles and missions. He used that
power to build a military more agile and efficient for the global age. From that chairmanship to
his Ambassadorship at the Court of St. James’s, William Crowe has been the right leader for




éha’nging times. Even more, he himself has helped to change the times — to enhance our strength,
advance the peace, and quicken the march of freedom.

Commander, please read the citation.

Marian Wright Edelman

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of the greatest opera singers of all time. Butit’s
the power and range of the voice of this Marian that brought Robert Kennedy to Mississippi...
that helped organize the Poor People’s Campaign... that inspired Hillary and thousands more to
join her through the years... a voice that speaks for all our children.

Listen closely to Marian Wﬁght Edelman and you hear echoes of her mentors — Martin
Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer, Benjamin Mays — and, most of all, her parents who lived their
faith and taught her that life is about giving something back. '

That’s what Marian and her whole family have done. She is a tireless advocate, a driving
force, a national voice of conscience for young people. Just like her namesake, Marian Wright

Edelman’s voice is strong and true: We are children of God and must protect all of our children.
We must leave no child behind.

Commander, please read the citation.

John Kenneth Galbraith

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect
— those are the second and third things. The first thing you notice is his height, which, like his
passion for public service, is his father’s legacy. “We [are] obliged,” the elder Galbraith once
told him, “because of our enormous size, to alter the world to our specifications.” That is just
what Professor Galbraith has done. From the lecture halls of Harvard to wartime Washington to
his diplomatic post in India, he has altered our world — making it better, nobler and more just.

It’s ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term “conventional wisdom” — since he’s
“spent his whole career challenging it. He has always suspected that President Kennedy sent him
to India just to be free of his political advice and policy ideas. Actually, the President drew a lot
from those ideas — as have generations of American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith
writes with such eloquence and clarity that his ideas are accessible to us all, helping us not just to
understand the economy but also to remember that it is the provenance of more than a privileged
few.

Commander, read the citation.

Monsignor George G. Higgins

Monsignor George Higgins believes in the dignity of work, and he’s not shy about
fighting for it. For more than 60 years, he has organized, marched, prayed and bled for the social




\

and economic justice of working Americans. He spoke a fundamental truth when he said:
“Work is an important way in which we exercise our humanity... In return, society offers us not
only our daily bread, but a sense that we ourselves are honored for the contributions we make.”

Today we honor Monsignor Higgins for his work, for defending the right of working
people to organize in factories, foundries and fields, and to better their lives through collective
action. His faith and his courage have strengthened not only our natlon s labor unions, but also
our American un1on :

Commander, please read the citation. _. ,

Reverend Jesse Jackson
One of the benefits of a cerernony like this is that I don’t have,to follow Jesse Jackson.

But the truth i is, America has followed Reverend Jackson — as he marched ‘with Martin
Luther King, walked the picket lines, and ran for our nation’s highest office, instilling hope and
inspiring millions. From the streets of Watts to the hollows of Appalachia, as my Special Envoy
to Africa and the leader of Rainbow/PUSH, Reverend Jackson has walked the walk of freedom.
You know, when I think of Rainbow/PUSH, I recall that “rainbow’ means we all have a place at
the table. And “PUSH” is what the Reverend does when he thinks I’m not doing right.

With his Wall Street Project, he is forglng the next frontier of freedom — economic
freedom — reminding us that when we limit opportunities for some Americans, we limit the
possibilities of all Americans. Dr. King said: “Human progress never rolls on the wheels of
inevitability, it comes from the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God.” The
cause of justice has no greater co-worker than Reverend Jackson. It’s hard to imagine how we
could have come as far as a nation without the creative power, the keen 1nte11ect and the gentle
heart of Reverend Jesse'Jackson.

And God is not done with him, yet.
Commander, please read the citation.

Mildred “Millie” Jeffrey

As a Catholic schoolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the stones of neighborhood bigots and
watched as Klansmen marched through town with a burning cross. As a union organizer in
Mississippi, Millie stood bravely as company men snapped bullwhips at her feet. Clearly, they
didn’t know whom they were up against.

Millie is as strong as she is humble. She worked with Walter Reuther, marched with Dr.
King, and counseled the Kennedys — influencing all in turn with her courage and her unflagging
commitment to social justice. Others dropped out; but Millie never lost faith in our democracy.
When she saw a need for more women in public office, Millie started the National Women’s
Political Caucus. When she decided it was time to have a woman Vice President, she sparked




the effort to nominate Geraldine Ferraro. For countless women around the world, Millie is an
. inspiration. Her impact will be felt for generations. ‘

Commander, please read the citation. -

Dr. Mathilde Krim

Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew what AIDS was — and even fewer
had the courage to speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first to grasp its terrible
implications. But Dr. Krim was not content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others to
establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research — raising awareness, raising millions for
research, and raising the hopes of countless people bravely confronting this deadly disease.

Despite some exciting, promising scientific breakthroughs, we know that the fight against
AIDS is not yet won. And Dr. Krim reminds us that we must not grow complacent. As she said
recently: “We’re about half-way on a long road.” But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire,
and her enduring compassmn for those in need, we now travel that road united, and determined
to prevall

Commander, please read the citation.

George McGovern | M l/ 2 0

father, a Methodist pastor. Aﬁer 1X decades n public life, George McGovern still draws upon
. those teachings and traditions. Andhe-stiil imparts them to the rest of us, by the power of his
example, the courage of his convictions, and his proud legacy of public service.

Long before he became a Congressman, or a Senator, or a US Ambassador, George
McGovern became a hero. His brave exploits in the skies above Europe earned him the
Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to him, the gratitude of the men he brought
safely to ground. Returning home, he taught history — and then set out to make it himself, first
winning a seat in Congress and then, a few years later creating the Food for Peace program, one
of the greatest achievements of the Kennedy era..

tothe hungry. Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, George . ik
. McGovern has pledged to feed half a billion of the world’s ill fed. And if anyone can make that
mission a success, it is the man from South Dakota.

- Commander, please read the citation.

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan




On the wall of his Senate office are two framed magazine covers. One says: “Moynihan:
The Conscience of a Neo-Conservative.” The other: “Moynihan, Neo-Liberal.” Well, whatever
label is assigned to him this week, there’s not a day that goes by when Daniel Patrick Moynihan
is not brilliantly, dynamically, uniquely himself. '

Senator Moynihan is Hell’s Kitchen and the London School of Economics. He is a sailor
in uniform and a professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and a tough, blunt critic of ‘
social injustice. He is a man of ideas and a man of action.

It is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat Moynihan served — and survived —
four successive Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done so. He represented
~ American interests in India and stood up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent
him to the Senate in America’s bicentennial year. And in the quarter century since, he has
championed diversity and waged, without relent, the war on poverty he helped to launch.

I was interested to learn that Senator Moynihan helped create the Medal he is about to
receive. President Kennedy charged him with that task. And, as the President decreed, the
- standard of achievement was set very high indeed. I know all Americans will agree that in the
four decades since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by every conceivable measure.

Commander, plea_se read the citation.

Cruz Reynoso

Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrants who spent summers working with his
family in the fields of the San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much that his
elementary school classmates called him “el profe” [pro-fay] — the professor. Later, some told
him to put aside his dreams of going to college saying bluntly: “They will never let you.”

But with faith in himself and the values of our country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college
and to law school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission and led the pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program. In 1976, he was
appointed Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals and rose to become the first
Latino to serve on the state’s highest court. '

" Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, serving as Vice Chair of the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission, opening new doors for Latino lawyers and teaching a new generation

of students the world of law. And not long ago, the person his classmates once called ‘el profe”
was voted by his own students the Professor of the Year.

Commander, please read the citation.

The Reverend Gardner Taylor

In Romans 10:14, it is written: “And how shall they hear without a preacher?”

{




The Lord may have had that passage in mind the day Gardner Taylor was born, and once
again — years later — when a terrible car accident convinced him to abandon law school and enter

the ministry. R
: Y M ino rv(azh B
Reverend Taylor’s eloquence has inspired generatﬁ(?ns — helping us to see the hard
challenges of life in the revealing light of scripture. As a'mento® to Dr. King and a founder of
the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Reverend Taylor helped galvanize black churches

. across America in the struggle for civil rights. As a pastor at home in Brooklyn, he has worked
hard to bridge the divides he sees — racial, political or economic.

Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scriptures but from his soul. That is his God-
given gift; and it is one he continues to share with the world. ’

.Commander, please read the citation.

Simon Wiesenthal

- “When [millions] were murdered, why was I allowed to live?”” For more than half a
century, Simon Wiesenthal has asked himself this question again and again.

To those who know his story — one of miraculous survival and a relentless pursuit of
justice ~ the answer is apparent. From the unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only a few
“voices survived — to bear witness, to hold the guilty accountable, and to honor the memory of all
those killed. '

- Only if we heed these brave voices can we build a bulwark of humanity against hatred
and indifference. I am struck by another question Mr. Wiesenthal once posed: “How does one
explain to a young person what freedom means when he has been born to freedom?” Answering
this question is our moral responsibility, and our enduring challenge.

Mr. Wiesenthal, regréttably, could not be with here us today'. Rabbi Marvin Hier [hire]
will receive the award on his behalf.

Commander, please read the citation.
Conclusion

There isn’t a person in this country whose life has not been made better by a person on
this stage. They have different backgrounds... come from different walks of life... and yet all
~ share the ideals of service, of citizenship, of expanding freedom. When he first presented this
award, President Johnson said: “No words could add to the distinction of the men and women .
~ who are being honored today. Rather... their names add distinction to the award.” Even more, I |
believe, their achievements add distinction to our national life; and for that we are proud, and
grateful, and ennobled as Americans.




Again, Hillary and I welcome them and all of you to the Whlte House and ask you to join
us in the State Dining Room for a reception. Thank you
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON ,
REMARKS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD CEREMONY
THE WHITE HOUSE
August 9, 2000

Acknowledgments: [ want to thank the First Lady for her remarks and to extend a very

- warm welcome to all of our guests at the. White House today — to our honorees and their families;

to members of the administration; Members of Congress; and other distinguished Americans.

‘ President Franklin Roosevelt, more than sixty years ago, said that “freedom cannot be
bestowed; it must be achieved.” I would add that from the founding of our nation, it has been the
duty of each generation to achieve freedom anew; to expand it; to deepen its meaning. -

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have done exactly that. It is my proud
honor, on behalf of a proud nation, to award each of these Americans the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, our highest civilian honor. They haye, in the words of our Constitution, “secured the

- blessings of liberty te-emehes—md—e&-pﬁj@k’ ’ by acts of bravery, conscience, and creativity.
I am grateful to all who are here today and +¢’those who are not.

James Edward Burke

When James Burke was just stafting out in business, his boss called him into the office
and told him to shut the door. Jim had made a mistake; and now, he thought, he was about to be
fired, Instead, his boss congratulated him, saying his mistake :mean*'yeu-’;e.making decisions,

Qﬁaking risks > | W wa-

Over the years, Jim’s willi _ theough call in times of crisis — {o put the
public interest above all ei$E~ h set a new sfandard for candor and corporate citizenship. Inan
era when many look only to the bottom Iine, Jim draws his values from a deeper well.

Jim took a risk in becoming Chairmfan of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. There
are few challenges tougher — and few morg vital — than teaching our young people about the
dangers of drugs. Jim taeldfedithat challe ge head-on, raising billions in-private resources to do
the job. An | to ether, we’re turning the fide. Ihanks to Jim Burke, our families are healthier,
our communities are safer, and our natiop is immeasurably stronger.

Commander, please read the citgtion.

Senator John Chafee

In the fall of 1951, in the mountains of North Korea, a young Marine made himself a
i e/ mewould strive to act just as his commander, John Chafee,
andardor bravery, decency and integrity — not only in war




but in the distinguished career that would follow. He rose to become the Governor of Rhode
Island and, seven-yea% later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people of his state elected him
to the U.S. Senate, where he would serve with distinction until his death nine months ago.

, We miss him very much. Senator Chafee took on the tough issues — from health care to
child care to, most of all, the environment — even whet BeHi4d to take on his own party. John

Chafee proved that pol1t1cs can be an honorable profess1on Forhrm,—crvﬂrty-me&nt—mo;e-thanj"‘

the decent center that puts progress, and the publ1c 1nterest steadfastly above partisanship.

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people called Senator, but whose riflemen
still proudly called Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here on John Chafee’s behalf.

Commander, please read the citation.

wp’ , General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret.
In March of 1999 as Slobodan M1losev1c unleashed his army and police on the people of
- Kosovo, General Wesley Clark was given the firstThission of its Kind # @
directing the forces of a 19-nation alliance of-demoeracted to end a brutal campaign of ethn1c
cleansing. ' The stakes were monumental. Success would save lives, strengthe‘p“I;IﬁTO and Lwas
advance the cause of a Europe whole and free. Failure would leave much of in
asea of refugees&rﬁ’end the 20th century on a note of helpless 1nd1gnat10n in the face of

&d¥ansm‘§ evil. 'n— wid

Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, having played a vital role in endlng the
war in Bosn1a He summoned every ounce of his experlence and expertise — as~¥’strategist and
statesman,-as-a-5 ~to wage NATO’s campaign in
Kosovo. General Clark’s forces prevailed. G1ven aﬁ-e*t'remc%—lugh stakes assignment many
military experts called? “Mission: Impossible,” General Clark proudly declared “Mission:

- Accomplished.” : _ lt‘

Commander, please read the citation.

v\—\ } Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. ' Prcse
s a young 'Na*:lsofﬁcer, William J. Crowe seemed toleol(—fo?EVery opportunity g—prr‘
pufen;é nontraditional Navy career.. He took leave to earn a Masters in Education. He passed
up an invitation to join the nuclear submarine program so he could earn a Ph.D. in politics at
Princeton. A few years later, when Doctor Crowe found himself named Rear Admiral Crowe,
‘he was quite surprised. Only later did he learn that. Admiral Zumwalt that year had ordered all
naval promot1on boards to cons1der 1conoclasts

'Admiral Crowe has always been an innovathd independent thinker.
He was the first Chairman of the Joint Chiefs with a mandate to promote greater

cooperat1on and the power to reshape the ro’lAﬁlcrld missions_ > Heused

ke




\eV

0

" thousands mofe to join her through the years.. that speaks for all

that power to be_com.e.alf%?@_ﬁuﬂdm?an American military éugmoreba‘l_gile and efficient

for the global age. Fro airmart6Fhe-Joint- Chiel T« %nbassado{% The Court of St,

James’s, William Crowe has beenmmore-tiramthe right leader for changing times) ﬁ‘é’%&fﬁaw /
helped change the times — to enhance Pﬁﬁgéufrmtrengthj;?ldvance the -eaase—gf)eacé, andyv

quicken the march of freedom.
Commander, please read the citation.

Marian Wright Edélman

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of the greatest opera singers of all time. But it’s
the power and range of the voice of this ] Marian that brought Robert Kennedy to
Mississippi. . .that helped organize the Poor People’s Campaign.. .éhat inspired Hillary and
f America’s children.

Listen close to the voice of Marian Wright Edelman and you will hear echoes of her
mentors—the lanterns in her life: Martin Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer, Dr. Benjamin Mays, 9
but, most of all, her parents who lived their faith and taught her that life is about giving back. ? u,(/& .

That’s just what Marian and her whole family have done. She i$ a tireless advocate, a
driving force, a national voice of conscience for'young people. Like her namesake‘; Marian

Wright Edelman’s voice is strong and true: We are all children of God and we must protect all
of our children. We must leave no child behind. - '

Commander, please read the citation.

John Kenneth Galbfaith

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect
— those are the second and third thinggprespectivelii The first thing"?s" 1Shéight, which, like his
passion for public service, is his father’s legacy. “We [are] obliged,” the elder Galbraith once
told him, “because of our enormous size, to alter the world to our specifications.” That is just
what Professor Galbraith has done. From the lecture halls of Harvard to wartime Washington to
his diplomatic post in India, he has altered our world — making it better, nobler and more just.

It’s ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term “conventional wisdom” — since he’s
spent his whole career challenging it. He has always suspected that President Kennedy sent him
to India just to be free of his political advice and policy ideas. Actually, the President drew a lot
from those ideas — as have generations of American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith
writes with such-eloquence and clarity that his ideas are accessible to us all, helping us not just to
understand the economy but also to remember that it is the provenance of more than a privileged
few. '

Commander, read the citation.

Monsignor George G. Higgins
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~ Reverend Jesse Jackson

One of the benefits of a ceremony like this is that I don’t have to follow Jesse J ackson.

But fhe truth is, America has followed Reverend Jackson—as he hagmarched with Dr.
King, walked the picket lines, and ran for t@highest office ef‘d're-l-m;z instilling hope and.
inspiring millions. - W uedo '

From the streets of Watts to :Ee hollows of Appalachiéi{everend Jackson has walke# the ‘
walk of geed'om. : miaz las my Special Envoy to Africa and, 6fcourse, s 20 P2 leader

' Ip of Rainbow/PUSH 1
: W . S /&M - N '
<__ You know, when I think of Rainbow/PUSH, Hhink-oftwe-thing® Rainbow means we
all have a place at the table. "PUSH is what Reverend Faeksorl does when he thinks I’'m not-deinP et~
right. ‘ Q%nﬁ - ,,tz e , '
- Rex. 0 S .

With his Wall Street Project, I is forging the next frontier of freedon&economic
freedom.\reminding us that when we limit opportunities for some Ameéticans, we limit the
possibilities of all Americans. )

Dr. King sai ‘Human progress never rolls on the wheels of inevitability, it comes from
the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God.” The cause of justice has no
greater co-worker than Reverend Jackson. It’s hard to imagine how we could have come as far
as a nation since the loss of Martin Luther King without the creative power, the keen intellect,
and th€;gentle heart of Reverend Jesse Jackson.

And God is not done with him, yet.

‘Commander, please read the citation.

Mildrgd “Millie” Jeffrey

As a Catholic schoolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the stones of neighborhood bigots and
watched fe-arfu-@;s heedeﬁ’ Klansmen marched through town with a burning 'cross:Bs a union
organizer in Mississippi, Millie stood bravely, as vicious company men snapped bullwhips at her
feet. Clearly, Lheﬁ%h%’ didn’t know whom they were up against.

MMillie is as strong as she is humble. She worked gsi ‘alter Reuther, "«
marched with Dr. King, and counseled the Kennedys -- influencing allma’with her couragexa,wQ
—political-insight, aid linflagging commitment to social justice. And g others dropped out, Millie
‘ = . A

never lost faith in our democracy. : |



.When she saw a need for more women in tevffice, Millie started the National
Women'’s Political Caucus. When she decided it was time for a woman Vice President, she
sparked the effort to nominate Geraldine Ferraro. For countless women her@and abroal; Millie

is an 1nsp1rat10rbxda€é% impact will be felt for generations. . - - af Womg, b Boceet arpeeid fow W

Appropriately, Millie credits her mother for her approach to life, and has passed iton to
her own children. It is simply: "Love thy nelghbor as thyself In rememberlng this, we honor
Millie and better realize America’s promise. :

Commander, please read the citation.

Dr. Mathilde Krim -

\ Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew what AIDS was — and even fewer

- had the courage to speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first to grasp its terrible
implications. But Dr. Krim was not content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others to
establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research — raising awareness, raising millions for
research, and raising the hopes of countless people bravely confronting this deadly disease.

Despite some exciting, promising scientific breakthroughs, we know that the fight against
AIDS is not yet won. And Dr. Krim reminds us that we must not grow complacent. As she said
recently: “We’re about half-way on a long road.” But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire,
and her enduring compassion for those in need, we now travel that road united, and determined
to prevail.

Commander, please read the citation.

George McGovern

\K .

/DQ His roots lie deep in the South Dakota soil — B:ﬁehﬁfg in small-town farms and the faith
of his father, a Methodist pastor. After six decades in public life, George McGovern still draws
upon those teachings and traditions. And he sﬁ-le:ls-imparts them to the rest of.us, by the power of
his example, the courage of his convictions, an(z::s)roud legacy of public service.

. Long before he becan}ga Congressman, or a Senator, or a US Ambassador, George
McGovern became an-American hero. His brave exploits in the skies above Europe earned him
the Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to him, the gratitude of the men he brought
safely to ground. Returning home, he taught history — and then set out to make it himself, first
winning a seat in Congress and then, a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program, one

- of the greatest achievements of the Kennedy year§ gy .

44_,;)fo the time he ran for President in 1972, Senator McGovern was not only a Zeljo in war
. but a stalwgTS voice for peace in Vietnam. Hillary and I were honored to work on campaign.
“Come home,” he urged America, “to the conviction that we can move our country forward.” In
the decades since, that conviction has never wavered. Neither has his commitment to bring food
to the hungry. Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, George




McGovemn has pledged to feed half a billion of the world’s ill fed. And if anyone can make that

mission a success, it is the man from South Dakota.

Commander, please read the citation.

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan

On the wall of his Senate office are two framed magazine covers. One says: “Moynihan:
The Conscience of a Neo-Conservati other: “Moynihan, Neo-Liberal.”, Well, whatever
label is asmgnéhh&»&hhwk@mmmmhﬁm a day
goes by when ¥&is not brilliantly, dynamically, uniquely himself. .

Daniel Patrick Moynihan is Hell’s Kitchen and the London School of Economics. He is a
sailor in uniform and a professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and a tough, blunt
critic of social injustice. He is a man of ideas and a man of action.

It is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat Moynihan served — and survived —
four successive Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done so. He represented
American interests in India and stood up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent
him to the Senate in America’s bicentennial year; and rarely, since the days of our Founders
have intellect and pohtlcal instinct been so well balanced in one public figure. As Senator, m
quarter century of service, he has champloned dlver51ty7and waged, without relent, the war on
poverty he helped to launch.

ey e e

Nag/you to know that Pat Moynihan helped ca-neewe-&/he Medal he receives today.
President Kennedy charged him with that task. And as the President decreed, the standard of
achievement was set very high indeed. I know all Americans will agree that 1 in the four decades
since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by

Commander, please read the citation.

Cruz Reynoso '

Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrants who spent summers working with his
family in the fields of the San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much that his
elementary school classmates called him “el profe” [“pro-fay”]--the professor. Later, some told
him to put aside his dreams of going to college saying bluntly: “They will never let you.”

But with faith in himself and the values of our country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college
and to law school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission and led the pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program. In 1976, he was
appointed Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals and }WSC to become
the first Latino to serve on the state’s highest court. '

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, serving as Vice Chair of the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission, opening new doors for Latino lawyers and teaching a new generation

1443,




' trf-st-udegthe world of law. And not long ago, the gerson his gsede-sehxclassmates once

called el profe was voted by t-h?students the Professor of the Year.
Commander, please read the citation. -

The Reverend Gardner Taylor

In Romans 10:14, it is written: “And how shall they hear withont a preacher?”

Sometimes I th1nk the Creator had that passage in mind the day Gardner Taylor was born,
and once again — years later — when a terrible car accident convinced him to abandon law school -
and enter the ministry.

The Reverend Taylor is called “the best preacher in America,” and with good reason. His
eloquence has inspired generations — helping us to see the hard challenges of life in the revealing
light of scripture. As a mentor to Dr. King and a founder of the Progressive National Baptist -
Convention, Reverend Taylor helped galvanize black churches across America in the struggle for
civil rights. As a pastor at home in Brooklyn, he has worked hard to bridge the divides he sees —
racial, political or economic. ' ' "

At the pulpit Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scnptures but from his soul. That
is his God- glven gift; and it is one he continues to share with the world.

Commander, please read the citation.

- Simon Wiesenthal

“When hundreds of thousands were murdered, why was [ allowed to live?” For more
than half a century, Simon Wiesenthal has asked himself this question over and over again.

To those who know his story — one of m1raculous survival and a relentless pursuit of

justice — the answer is apparent. : , _
From the unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only a few voices survived a to bear

witness, to speak the truth, and to honor the memory of the millions killed.

S S Wit joumnksloly
Only by listening to these brave voices -by—eerr&en%mg:he.human_soulis_mmdep@ can

we build a bulwark of humamty agamst hatred and dange;g@dlfference As-Me=

: v
Although Mr. Wiesenthal could not be with us here today, I am struck by a,question he
once posed: “How does one expla1n to a young person what freedom means when he has been

bom to freedom?” .
uMmL@' (/MW

Answenng this question is ourArespon31b111ty, and our challenge.
. A

&‘,% '?‘ :




Commander, please read the citation.

Conclusion TK
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' PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD CEREMONY
THE WHITE HOUSE '
August 9, 2000

Acknowledgments: I want to thank the First Lady for her remarks and to extend a very
warm welcome to all of our guests at the White House today — to our honorees and their families;
to meémbers of the administration; Members of Congress; and other distinguished Americans.

President Franklin Roosevelt, more than sixty years ago, said that “freedom cannot be
bestowed; it must be achieved.” I would add that from the founding of our nation, it has been the
duty of each generation to achieve freedom anew; to expand it; to deepen its meaning.

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have done exactly that. It is my proud
honor, on behalf of a proud nation, to award each of these Americans the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, our highest civilian honor. They have, in the words of our Constitution, “secured the
blessings of liberty” by acts of bravery, conscience, and creativity. I am grateful to all who are
here today and those who are not. ' - 4

James Edward Burke -

When James Burke was just starting out in business, his boss called him into the office
and told him to shut the door. Jim had made a mistake; and now, he thought, he was about to be
fired. Instead, his boss congratulated him, saying his mistake meant he was making decisions,
taking risks. ' ' : ' '

Over the years, Jim’s willingness to make the tough:cal‘l in times of crisis — and to put the
public interest above all else — has placed a higher premium on candor and corporate citizenship. -
In an age when many look only to the bottom line, Jim draws his values from a deeper well. -

-Jim took a risk in becoming Chairman of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. There
are few challenges tougher — and few more vital — than teaching our young people about the
dangers of drugs. Jim met that challenge head-on, raising billions in private resources.to do the
job. And now, together, we’re turning the tide.. Thanks to Jim Burke, our families are healthier,
our communities safer, and our nation immeasurably stronger.

Commander, please read the citation.

Senator John Chafee

, In the fall of 1951, in the mountains of North Korea, a }}oun_g Marine made himself a
promise: whatever he faced in battle, he would strive to act just as his commander, John Chafee,
would act. Captajn Chafee set the standard for bravery, decency and integrity — not only in war




but in the distinguished career that would follow. He rose to become the Governor of Rhode
Island and, later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people of his state elected him to the U.S.
Senate, where he would serve with distinction until his death nine months'ago.

We miss him very ‘much. Senator Chafee took on the tough issues — from health care to
child care to, most of all, the environment — even when it meant he had to take on his own party.
John Chafee proved that politics can be an honorable profession. He embodied the decent center
that puts progress, and the public interest, steadfastly above partisanship.

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people called Senator, but whose riflemen
still proudly called Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here on John Chafee’s behalf.

Commander, please read the citation.

General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret.

In March of 1999, as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed his army and police on the people of
Kosovo, General Wesley Clark was given the first military mission of its kind: directing the ‘
forces of a 19-nation alliance to end a brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing. The stakes were
monumental. Success would save lives, strengthen NATO, and advance the cause of-a Europe
whole and free. Failure would leave much of that continent awash in a sea of refugees; it would '
end the 20th Century on a note of helpless 1nd1gnat10n in the face of evil.

Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, having played a vital role in ending the
war in Bosnia. He summoned every ounce of his experience and expertise — as strategist and
statesman — to wage NATO’s campaign in Kosovo. His forces prevailed. . Given an assignment

many military experts called “Mission Imposs1b1e General Clark proudly declared it “Mission
'Accompllshed ” ' ' '

Commander, please read the citation.

Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. .

As a young officer, William Crowe seemed to seize every opportunity for a
nontraditional Navy career. He took leave to earn a Masters in Education. .He passed up an
invitation to join the nuclear submarine program so he could earn a Ph.D. in politics at Princeton.
A few years later, when Doctor Crowe found himself named Rear Admiral Crowe, he was quite
surprised. Only later did he learn that Admiral Zumwalt that year had ordered all naval
promotion boards to consider “iconoclasts.” :

Admiral Crowe has always been an innovative and independent thinker. He was the first
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs with a.mandate to promote greater cooperation among the Armed
Services, along with'the power to reshape their respective roles and missions. He used that
power to build a military more agile and- efficient for the global age. From that chairmanship to
his Ambassadorship at the Court of St. James’s, William Crowe has been the right leader for




changing times. Even more, he himself has helped to change the times — to enhance our strength,
advarce the peace, and qulcken the march of freedom

Commander, please read the citation.” - -

‘Marian Wright Edelman

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of the greatest opera singers of all time. Butit’s.
~ the power and range of the voice of this Marian that brought Robert Kennedy to Mississippi...

~ that helped organize the Poor People’s Campaign. .. that inspired Hillary and thousands more to
join her through the years . a voice that speaks for all our children. .

Listen closely to Marian erght Edelman and you hear echoes of her mentors — Martin
Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer, Benjamin Mays — and, most of all, her parents who lived their
faith and taught her that life is about giving something back. :

That’s what Marian and her whole family have done. She is a tireless advocate, a driving
force, a national voice of conscience for young people. Just like her namesake, Marian Wright
Edelman’s voice is strong and true: We are chlldren of God and must protect all of our children.
We must leave no child behind. :

Commander, please_read the citation. _

John Kenneth Galbraith

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect
— those are the second and third things, respectively. The first thing is his height, which, like his
passion for public service, is his father’s legacy. “We [are] obliged,” the elder Galbraith once
told him, “because of our enormous size, to alter the world to our specifications.” That is just
‘what Proféssor Galbraith has done. From the lecture halls of Harvard to wartime Washington to
his diplomatic post in India, he has altered our-world — making it better, nobler and more just.

It’s ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term “conventional wisdom” — since he’s
spent his whole career challenging it. He has always suspected that President Kennedy sent him
to India just to be free of his political advice and policy 1deas. .Actually, the President drew a lot
from those ideas — as have generations of American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith
writes with such eloquence and clarity that his ideas are accessible to us all, helping us not just to
understand the economy but also to remember that it is the provenance of more than a privileged
few. ' ' Lo

Commander, read the citation.

Monsignor Geofge G. Higgins

[JP]




Reverend Jesse Jackson

One of the vbeneﬁts ofa ceremony like this is that I don’t have to follow Jesse Jackson.

But the truth is, America has followed Reverend Jackson—as he has marched with Dr.
Klng, walked the picket lines, and ran for the hlghest office of the land, 1nst1111ng hope and
inspiring millions.

From the streets of Watts to the hollows of Appalachia, Reverend Jackson has walked the
walk of freedom. I’m proud of his work as my Special Envoy to Africa and, of course, his
leadership of Rainbow/PUSH.

You know, when I think of Rainbow/PUSH, I think of two things. Rainbow means we
all have a place at the table. PUSH is what Reverend Jackson does when he thinks [’m not doing
right.-

With his Wall Street Project, he is forging the next frontier of freedom--economic
freedom, reminding us that when we limit opportunities for some Americans, we limit the -
possibilities of all Americans. .

Dr. King said “Human progress never rolls on the wheels of inevitability, it comes from
the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God.” - The cause of justice has no '
greater co-worker than Reverend Jackson. It’s hard to imagine how we could have come as far
as a nation since the loss of Martin Luther King without the creative power, the keen intellect,
and the gentle heart of Reverend Jesse Jackson. -

And God is not done with him, yet.
Commander, please read the citation.

Mildred “Millie” Jeffrey

N

As a Catholic schoolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the stones of neighborhood bigots and
watched fearfully as hooded Klansmen marched through town with a burning cross. As a union
organizer in Mississippi, Millie stood bravely as vicious company men snapped bullwhips at her
feet. Clearly, those thugs didn’t know whom they were up against.

You see, Millie is as strong as she is humble. She worked alongside Walter Reuther,
marched with Dr. King, and counseled the Kennedys -- influencing all in turn with her courage,
political insight, and unflagging commitment to social justice. And as others dropped out, Millie
never lost faith in our democracy.

When she saw a need for more women in public office, Millie started the National
Women’s Political Caucus. When she decided it was time for a woman Vice President, she
sparked the effort to nominate Geraldine Ferraro. For countless women here and abroad, Millie
is an inspiration whose impact will be felt for generations.




Appropriately, Millie credits her mother for her approach to life, and has passed it on to
her own children. It is simply: "Love thy neighbor as thyself." In remembering this, we honor
Millie and better realize America’s promise. '

Commander, please read the citation.

Dr. Mathilde Krim_

Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew what AIDS was — and even fewer
‘had the courage to speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first to grasp its terrible
"implications. But Dr. Krim was not content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others to
establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research — raising awareness, raising millions for
research, and raising the hopes of countless people bravely confronting this deadly disease.

Despite some exciting, promising scientific breakthroughs, we know that the fight against
AIDS is not yet won. And Dr. Krim reminds us that we must not grow complacent. As she said
recently: “We’re about half-way on a long road.” But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire,
and her enduring compassion for those in need, we now travel that road united, and determined
to prevail.

Commander, please read the citation.

- George McGovern

His roots lie deep in the South Dakota soil — anchored in small-town farms and the faith
of his father, a Methodist pastor. After six decades in public life, George McGovern still draws
upon those teachings and traditions. And he still imparts them to the rest of us, by the power of -
his example, the courage of his convictions, and a proud legacy of public service.

Long before he became a Congressman, or a Senator, or a US Ambassador, George _
McGovern becanie an American hero. His brave exploits in the skies above Europe earned him
the Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to him, the gratitude of the men he brought
safely to ground. Returning home, he taught history — and then set out to make it himself, first
winning a seat in Congress and then, a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program, one
of the greatest achiévements of the Kennedy years. :

By the time he ran for President in 1972, Senator McGovern was not only a hero in war
but a stalwart voice for peace in Vietnam. Hillary and I were honored to work on that campaign.
“Come home,” he urged America, “to the conviction that we can move our country forward.” In
the decades since, that conviction has never wavered. Neither has his commitment to bring food
to the hungry. Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, George
McGovern has pledged to feed half a billion of the world’s ill fed. . And if anyone can make that
mission a success, it is the man from South Dakota. :

Commander, please re'ad the citation.




Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan

On the wall of his Senate office are two framed magazine covers. One says: ‘“Moynihan:
The Conscience of a Neo-Conservative.” The other: “Moynihan, Neo-Liberal.” Well, whatever
label is assigned to him this week, Pat Moynihan knows who Pat Moynihan is. And never a day
goes by when he is not brilliantly, dynamically, uniquely himself.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan is Hell’s Kitchen and the London School of Economics. He is a
~ sailor in uniform and a professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and a tough, blunt
critic of somal injustice. He is a man of ideas and a man of action.

It is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat Moynihan served — and survived —
four successive Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done so. He represented
American interests in India and stood up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent
him to the Senate in America’s bicentennial year; and rarely, since the days of our Founders,
have intellect and political instinct been so well balanced in one public figure. As Senator, in a
quarter century of service, he has championed diversity, and waged, without relent, the war on
poverty he helped to launch.

I want you to know that Pat Moynihan helped conceive of the Medal he receives today.
President Kennedy charged him with that task. And as the President decreed, the standard of
achievement was set very high indeed. I know all Americans will agree that in the four decades
since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by many orders of magnitude.

Commander, please read the citation.

Cruz Reynoso

Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrants who spent summers working with his
family in the fields of the San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much that his
elementary school classmates called him “el profe” [“pro-fay”]--the professor. Later, some told
him to put aside his dreams of going to college saying bluntly: “They will never let you.”

. But with faith in himself and the values of our country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college
and to law school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the Equal Employment Opportunity
~ Commission and led the pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program. In 1976, he was
appointed Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals and he ultimately rose to become
the first Latino to serve on the state’s highest court.

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, serving as Vice Chair of the U.S. _
Civil Rights Commission, opening new doors for Latino lawyers and teaching a new generation
of students the world of law. And not long ago, the person his grade school classmates once
called el profe was voted by the students of UCLA as the Professor of the Year.

Commander, please read the citation.




The Reverend Gardner Taylor

In Romans 10 14 it is Written “And how shall they hear Without a preacher?”

Sometimes I think the Creator had that passage in mind the day Gardner Taylor was born,
and once agadin — years later —when a temble car acc1dent conv1nced him to abandon law school
and enter the mimstry : :

The Reverend Taylor is called “the best preacher in America,” and with'good reason. His
-eloquence has inspired generations — helping us to see the hard challenges of life in the revealing
light of scripture. As a mentor to Dr. King and a founder of the Progressive National Baptist
Conventlon Reverend Taylor helped galvanize black churches across America in the struggle for
civil rights.. As a pastor at home in"Brooklyn, he has worked hard to bridge the divides he sees —
ra01a1 political or economic. -

At the pulpit Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scriptures but from hlS soul. That
is his God-given gift; and it is one he continues to share with the world. -

Commander, please read the citation.

S_imon Wiesenthal

“When hundreds of thousands were mlirdered, why was [ allowed to live?” For more
than half a century, Simon Wiesenthal has asked himself this question over and over again.

To those who know his story — one of miraculous surv1val and a relentless pursuit of
justice — the answer is apparent. ‘

 From the unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only a few voices survived -- to bear
witness, to speak the truth, and to honor the memory of the millions kllled

Only by listening to these brave voices, by confronting the human soul’s true depths, can -
we build a mighty bulwark of humanity against hatred and dangerous indifference. As Mr.
Wiesenthal has said, there is no collective guilt, only individual responsibility.

Although Mr. Wiesenthal could not be with us here today, I am struck by a question he
once posed: “How does one explain to a young person what freedom means when he has been
born to freedom?” : '

Answering this question is our responsibility, and our challenge.

Commander, please read the citation.

" Conclusion TK







