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Dear John: 

uan.eU~~~ 
-~#Mn/_ ~ ~ 

July 20, 2000 

~002· 

As my incoherence on the telephone Saturday afternoon may just have suggested, 
the thought of receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom is overwhelming. As l tried 

to explain, the medal was, sort of, my idea. 

Spoken as a true staffer! It was President 1<-ennedy's idea that we ought to have a 
system of civil honors. He mentioned this to Arthur Goldberg, then Secretary of Labor, 
wh~ assigned the subject to me. "l&~!a.S~lie~aid~tHe_redcvefop1neritofJ~enn~anii'­
·.Av'emi~7 I worried about it for the longest while. I knew Leonard Cannichael, lhcn 

... --~------.'-' ' Secretary of the Smithsonian, who had headed up a commission for President ·· 
Eisenhower. Their proposal died in the Senate when attacked by Wayne Morse as 
smack.ing of monarchy. Carmichael would take me to lunch at the Metropolitan Club, 
and we would ponder what would work. Nothing seemed practical. 

On business trips to Europe, make that Geneva, I would stop oii in Paris and 
London to see how lliey managed. The breakthrough came in a conversation with a 
Treasury mandarin who explained bow DisraeH created his new Civil Service. It seemed 
that on the occasion of the British occupation of the Ionian Islands in 1818 the Order of 
St Michal and St George was created to award a half dozen admirals and such. That 
was to be the end of it, and was until Dizzy got the idea of conferring the same 
decoration to civil servants. Hence the K.M.G. sequence. Call Me God, Kindly Call Me 

God, God Calls Me God. 

That did it. At the close of World War II President Truman had created the Medal 
ofFreedom for persons who had aided the war effort though not in ·uniform. Spic;:s and 
the like. It had stayed around, but was rarely used. ~,_Q:u~:~9.~'C.)Y~5-:tcf.tei}<~~nr=: the-.7 

i'·Pr~sidenlial·Me·~at:ofFreedom-:..:-announccthatit-would be '"the highest civil honor . ' 
. -conferred.-bytlic-Presioen-ffo:fcse:rVice:iii peacetii1-ie;' and further that .it would recognize­
~:~qtiltliiiil ·oiother sigriificarttpublic orprivatc-endeav6is.;': Further that it would be 
. -awarded only" once a year_ I got that from the Brits also. The New Years list and fuc 

Birthday list make it necessary to get up some names. We proposed to announce the new 
arrangement on Washington's Birthday, to be followed by announcing the awards the 
following July 4th. Tlus would be an annual even!., with. the actual presentations made at 

some later date when the President's schedule pennitted. 
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I am not sure, but l pretty much recall Goldberg telling Kennedy something to the 
effect: "You asked us how you could create a system of civil honors~ We have been 
looking into it and have decided thatyo~ can't. You just have to announce that you have 
one, and proceed.'' 

I sent the proposal to the President on Januazy 3, 1963, Goldberg having gone to 
the Court. As you can sec from the next day's Post, it was accepted at face value_ 
Innocent. times. 

A group beaded by George Ball set about picking names. The first meeting was 
· held in the Fish Room, as the Roosevelt Room was then called. The President looked in, 
shook hands all round__: Mary M.cGrory, Henry Cabot Lodge"""" and recalled Napoleon's 
remark that if he had enough ribbon be could conquer the world. As you can sec from . . . 

the enclosed notes, he followed o'Ur deliberations (I sat in) with some care. 

The awards were announced July 4 as scheduled, Arthur Schlesinger persuaded 
the Times to publish all the names and citations. Two pages. December 6 was set for the 
actual presentation. Of course, by that time Kennedy was dead.. LBJ wac: disinclined to 
proceed- another Ketmedy idea. But we made a great fuss. He finally agreed; on the 
condition that Pope John XXIII be incl:uded. It fell to me .to call Rome. I found a bishop 
who said why not_ \~.9;~:::~g!~~~t·~~!!~~i9I1A9~~~e~~dy;:~.hictnrrtfthe--:-finatwords-in-his:7 • 
P bl

- p· .. ~Cll ..... _..,_;._( .... ·. , ... ,, .• , ..... ' . .. • ..... .. • . - ... • ..... - .. ... • .. .......... . 
~ u rc', apers --- ,.. · · ---·- -· .c ·- - • - ... , .... • -- · • • • 

.. '".x.,·; ... ,··~~::~~~·:__:·:. ·~~ .~:·:,;.::/ . . 

The July 4th idea did not survive_ But the Medal has. And so you, and perhaps the 
President if you think he would be interested, will understand how much the award 
means tome. 

A final note.·· The award ceremony was held in the. State Dining Room~ A· screen 
was placed in the southea'\1 corner, where Mri;_ Kennedy sat and listened. It is my 
understanding that she thereupon departed the White House. · 

Mr. John Podesta 
Chief of Sta!I 
The 'White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Enclosures 
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lt~ ~~the J>l'<'a;lde-n1 ro.ry 
-.,..e ~ mt"dal lniiD Ul'Qr: l~ 
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• ~ .r.Jr:L'1!'· tor ---*"~PlQ# 

.. ~ rrf _tl.,., ~-· • 
Tbt- J·~~~J::II· u~d ~ill!• 
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~ ... ~~~~ 
. ftlfo~ ~lMoa,adC)T 1.1) ~~ 
l.T~~ 'S abn!l& .t.nd lt••p~J·bll 
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FebrUary 21~ 1963 

: ·-· 

Mr. Justice Goldberg·· 
The SUprem~ Court of the United States 
washington 25 ~ D. c ;· 

Dear Mr. Justice; · 

Last night" spea.ki:Og to Fred Holborn, the Presi.dent 
5t·ated that .he would li.ke to have M:r:-. Justice Frank­
:rurter and Robert Lovett lncludad among· the first 
g~oup of persons to receive the .. president1.al Medal 
of Freedom ... 

As you know~ we asked.· Mr. Lovett 1:o serve ·on the 
Board, but he i.S Ul,· and .felt be .eau~d not ,«:10 so. . .. . 

·/· . . . . . . ·~. 
·' Raspect.ful.ly, 

Daniel Patri.ek Moynihan 
Execu.ti ve Assi.stant to the Secretary . 

·. 
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May 1, 1963 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMOR&.-...zDUM TO THE SECRETARY 

The Pres.ident reacted, on the whole, quite •-vell to· 
the President~al Medal or Freedom nominations •. He does, 
howevers feel our cho1cee were too obvious. He was quite 
impressed with Miss Caulfield and asked for the no~nat~on 
of thrse more names such as hers, i.e., persons whose 
careers have been discreet and not particul~ly ~b1ic. 

He was very much for George Taylor . 
. ·._- .. '• .. 

1 .· 

He is not sure about Monnet and has.cabled Bohlen 
for advl.ce.. He has taken off' Hoffman. He has taken Ann­
strong off for this year~ reeling that he would dominate 
any soeial event that follows the awards. He felt that 

. L.ippma.nn and McGill. are a little too active and too pro­
Admin1-stration· for the award this year.. Nei.ther 1s he 
sure about Landon, as he does not want this .to become a 
good loser 1 s award. 

He feels McCloy and LovettJ and also Munoz-Marin~ 
should get the sunburst. 

He is not sure about p,:;:rk:!.ns, feeling that tb:ls 

14Joo7 

0 

t:"" 
H 
t:;:;1 

l ~ 
! t< 

' 0 

might be a '1.failure · of' generations, 11 as he put 1t. He 1.s , : 8 
not sure about lofaterman, having had no personal kneufle~e ~t-~./''1.:..:-~. ·--~-~- . ~ 
over the past t~o years of his qual1.t1es .• · '"" · F.l 

. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

.. I_ 

i 
I 
I 
I 

C/:1 
C/:1 
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john F. Kennedy, zg63 

National Day of Mourning Proclaimed by President: J oh.nson. 
November 23, ~.963 
By tht: J>raident of tht: Uni~d S~.r of . 
Amcrinz 

A PROCLA.MATlON 

To tht: P~aplt: of lhi U11ited SzfZr~s: 
John Fio:g:c:rald K~nnedy.-35th President . 

of the: U.nirc:d S12tcs, h.adx:c:n rnlco::1,1 from n;; 
by <~ti ;~a: which outr:tgcs.dcccnL men c•Ter:y­
whcrc. 

He \tphdJ the faitla of our uthc:.rs, wbich 
is flcodom for all .ro=. He broadened tho: 
irouticr.; of that bich, and bac:ked it with rhc: 

· claCigy ;nnd the courage whi<h arc the m;~rk 
of the N:1tiaO. l1c led.. · 

""-man of wisdom, sttcll~h. and pcac:e, he· 
mo!dded· aud moved the powef of our N~rion 
in the senricc of a world of growing lilxrty 
;a.nd ord(".r. All who love f.ra:dorn will 
mourn hi$ death. . 

A5 he did not ~hriilk fm:m his rc:Sponsibt1i­
. tics:, bat wclc:'Omed ~:hem, so he would nor 
h<~vc: 1;1.~ shrink from ~aying on his work 
beyond r.his hollt'. of national uagc::dy. 

· H(" snid it himself: '''The cn~rgy. the faith. 
the: de'9o(io~ whicl.a we bring to this ~Jc:avor 
w.illlig;bt our oiuntry and all who sc:nc: it_;­

::rud the glow frorl~ th~t fin: can truly 'lighr· 
· the world!'. 

Now, T.Hhii.UOJtl'.., l, L'!i:"Jo:OON B. Jom~so~, 
'Pr.:sidcnt of !he: Uni.tc:d States of .A1ncrica, 
dr> appoint Monday next, November ·:zs, t:hc: 
day of the funeral service oi P=->idc:nt Ken­
nedy, ro be :a ~tiona! day of mourning 
uuoughou[ the Uo~tcd States. I L'OI!'nemy 
recommend the people to aSliemble on ~ha[ 
qay in their tcspcetivc: pL,c~ of divine: 
worshi.p, Lhr:rc: (0 bow down in sub¢jssion 
to the w.ill of .Almigh.ty GCid, a.nd ,to pay 
UtQC hom~gc of love at.ld [CVeJc:DCI:! to the 
meul.ory of a grC<~t :\nd good m~n- . I invite: · 
.the people of the world who share our grief 
(0 join 1)~ in rhis day of mouroi.ng ·aud re-
dcdic;~.tion. · 

Il'l· W1TNU.s WmR£o~, I h~ve hereunto 
s~t my hand aad C.'\tlscd the Sc=.'ll. of the 
U .nitcd Sbrc=s o{ Aiucrica tn l.c allixeil 

DaN"& ;tt tlte City of wa~laington this 
,twenty-third day C>f ~o.,·cm~r i1~ 

( SM.l. J the yc::ar of our Lord nineta:~ 
liundrcd and si;ny-thrcc, ~oc:l of the 

Jlldqx:ndeocc: of ilie Unitc:-d Sutci of Amer­
ica the one h•Jndrcd ilid cight}'-«:ighth. 

By t.hc P.rcsidwr; 
nE .... N' Rtisx. 

LYNJ>ON B. Jom:soN 

Sr;:crcrary_ of St.,Lc 

•' Rerparks ~£President Johnson and ·Under Secretary' of' .State George w. 
· Ball at· the Prese:ota.tion of the Medal of Freedom Awards~ · 
D~u.mber _6~ 1963 ·.·. 

[ Dc:livercd in tllc St<~tc DiT;llng 'R.CXJm at [he .White. House] 

l~ou .. DALL. 'Mr. ProidCDt, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. 
Claid ]llstic:c: and ~.iernbers of the: Supreme· 

· Court. Mc:wlxl's of d1f:: Cabiuct, Mi:mbc.rs of. 
d1c Cnngtc:ss,.Recipicnti· of the .,Prcs:idcntial 
Mcd.-tl ~f Frc;~dam, and DistiDgv.ished 
Gucs:tl;: It u my privil-:gc: lO wd~mc: you . 
~o =1n historic: O:rcumny- · Today, the. Pri:si· 
dent of. the ynirc~ Statd is e:xpr~'ing rhc 

apprcdation of a grr::at N:at.iun for the: cx­
ttaorciin<~ry acla~c\'emc.ots of a tcnl3rkabl~ 
group .of mc::n and wor.no:;n, achicvcmc:nts 
spMtling a wide spe~trum of h\l(Tlan ·c:n­

de.,vor: the arts, sdencc;. diplom"ry, govC"~· 
mcnt, tbt: ln1mani~cs, alt~ 'law, al'ld philan-
thropy. · . 

For ~c u.r:~t tirne, the Presidc:nt is. estab-

.. 899 

141008 
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-- ···· · ·- Pu7Jiic P~pd-s of the Prt:fident.r 

li~hing wbat "".; .;..m proudly call an Amcri- ~!:~ht,;_:Umy~·:i~ri.~ly~~o:as~ri:;_) 
o~ civil honors list. Each year hc::r~ ~:~~tfd.C:llasFiii-ciirr;;ricy: ··: ·-c"'::') · 
the Prcsidc:ntial Mcc:t.U of F-ree:dom wiU be · ~. "'l!.;~~d Mrs. K~ncdy-sU1died liJld rcvi.<d 
amfr::rtcd upon a few individu<Jls chosen ilic design subnutt:=d fordus dc:rvratiou, ;~ncl. 
~i~ g·rca~ c::arc: by the PrcsiJe:nt himself. the beautiful rucdal you sr::c: her.c tod.:ry bears 

The ceremony- I.Oday has a dn:U signifi-· . thcir joi.o.t irnprim;~.rur. . . 
cat~=- We. arc jc)ining President Jobn..wn. · This fu-sr y~, th.; Prc:si«kntial Ma!al.a£ 
1l0f ocly .in hollorwg th.e recipients 9f the Freedom is being confcrr.;J u.n 3I indiv:id.-
Pn:::>identi;~\ Medal of F~oro an.d "d1e high. uals. In th«; case <Jf .9• thr: special aw:ll-d ~ 
en.dC:..'l,ors that have: won them this aCclaim bc:i.Dg. aWArded ·-with distinction. 
but also in payirig li-ibute to the ql'3n rcspon- "President Toru\son shares with his great 
siblc for th.i'i tiC:.W deeDra~ion. . . . predecessor a deep :Cespo::ct for distinguished . 
· It w.as charactcri~ti.c Qf President Kennedy <Jducvcm.cnt and a daire to give },'"l'atitude 
that o:arly in his ar.L:ninistration he sh01.-.lcl . 01,nd ·recognition to those whn nobly serve 
tum his mind to the meaDS by. which we. t:he eao.<:o; ofhl.lmau.ity. He has com.c hoe 
ce>~.i.ld give ;tppropriarc: ·cncouragc;mcnt to. today·[(\ p:1y h:onur to a bright consLdlacion 
dc~ds well donC:. He .fc:lt <ko:ply r..Lar our ~f ulcn~ and achievcm.;.ut.. . 
NatiQn shoUld pay full howa~ toll}o~ wh;, Ladies .a.ud gendaoen, the Pcc:siclcnt of 
contribute to CJJriching the qualities of·. th.t!Un.i.ted States. 
Am,erican.lifc, strengthening the: security of PallSID.E:NT JORNSON. Mr. ~ctary, Mr. 
frr::c:: men and building the foundations far chief Tustio: and Mcmhc=rs ·of the Court. 
p:::ao::. . Members b£ Congress, Distinguished Rcx:ipi- · 

. H~ sought ."a W:J.Y of c:xprCS'!;ing rltis ~p- ents ·of cbc: AW<lrd, FeU ow Americans: 
· prcci::~dou in ·a syStcm_atic: n-sancc:r so that it Over the }nst z week•, our Natiori h.as 
could b«omc 3. part "of All\cric::~.n·tradir.io.o., · k.aown lllOtnc:nts of .lhc UtmOSt: sorrow~ of 
a -mean.-; of national tb~s ·and .=ouroge- a.Dg'l,lish and :iha..W.c. This day, however, ~ 

. ment for the: sel.R.:Ss effort and the brilli:l.nt a momcnr_.of great pride:. · 
task. In the shanc-_ring sequence of cvc:nts th.llt 

. . So 35 to prov.ide ordcrly arc;mgcm~ts for began .I4 days ago, VIC: eucou.ntered in j~ full 
the c:onfctring of this rc:t::ogn.ition, President · horror man':s. C:apac:ity foJ" ·hatred :and de-
Kennedy clir~ed the Distinguished A~rds strncLion. . . 
Board to surycj lh.! fields ohc:hicvemc"p.t a?d Thcr~ "is little we <lo no~ now know of 
to suggest candidates for rhc a~>anl for the. ~vii, but it is time to turn once: more to the 
P.reside::nti:il Met:l:al of FJ"c:edom. "This ·W<lS p~rsu.it$ · nf hoo~r and e:r.cd)cn:ce .and of 
not an. casy.ta:;k, noc one to be lightly u.udcr· ·. acl?icvci:nc:nt that have always· lll<ITI-.cd d1e 

taken or quickly acr.ow.pllshcd. 'I_"hose o( us £-Nc: dirccrion of the Amcric;~n people. . 
who were given this a,ssjgru:o.cnt were ovct:~ So" we xnr::ct today to confer tbc Natioil'S 
whclni.cd but gratified by rhe "prevalence and bigh.c:st civil honttr o.a. 3:1: of the NatiC!nis 
vario;Ly of achie,·cment. We. WC(C:, in ;t very. . ·lll(l.~t distingui~hcd ctiu:ns; cil.iz~ of Lhc: 
real seas_c, embarrassed by richc..~ and the · frt:r= world · ~ 
work of i~itial sdc:ction rt::q\lirc:J solann No words could ;~dd to the disti!l<ti(?n of -'r · 
dcb."tt~ and ~ ·bold· eJ:crcisc ey[ judgmcm. tbe mc;:n and "Wotncn who a:rc being honored l' 

The:: work of the" Board, howc:1/cr, was . t~~· _!r. is r~t.her the rr::<lcr.;r::. t~~j_!E}?EV' 
only the: "bcginni1t_g o£ .a process. 1ne. Presi- t325f.~~Aisr,iilCL:!-9~.,1tl;l-:-:mc-io/afd:V,::~~ 
den-.; ~evt<."".zre({ out StlggcsUODS wi~h CUe ant;{ So, injoiil.i.iig with my £dJov.i-count()'ll\CQ 

·reflection. :H~ added and :rubttac:u:d nam~ _- to.c:xpre.-s the Nation's gr~ritude to c:a~ of 
and directed rhat some nominations ·be held you, I want. p;tn:icularly to lh:mk you for 

1 
for a l:u.c:r yr:=ar- fi..~.~J:~~" · :ti;~~f4.~-f:Oft.:;. ro:ninding us that ...,.hatevcr evil moments 

:'ff5fd:~~r:h~~fp~J~~~~~~~r . ~\>c.n oiilY:i3,CtC.r;·:::/ may pas~ by, we arc _and we ,.h:;~ll con[inue 

@oog 
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john F. x~111Zedy. I¢3 

to be;~ people rDQchct! with gr~tness/c."'l\c;:d 
by b.ig}l destiny to sc:rvc gn:at puq:JOSc:s. 

Mr. Ball: Mr. Pn:::;ident, Miss M.<~ria:u 
Anderson. 

P'ltESIOENT JOHNSON. Artist and c:.mzen, 
she has o:::w1oblo:d l1er rJ.ce and her COl\ntry · 

while;: hc:t voio:. has cuthr.allc:.d the worl~-
·Mr. &ll: Mr. Pablo Cas:als. Mr. Casals 

~as 't~ortun:~tdy unable to~ wi'~:h us today, 
:Mr. PreSident, f?ut yuu m"3.y wish to n:ad 
his c::itaJl(J.D. in absenrla. 

. J>n:ESil>~ JOHl'lso~- ·st::ucsrr;ian of music; 

he:. Ius inc.."muted tho: fro:dtiu) of art, while · 
the: cello Ulldcr his .lingc:rs ha-s touchc:.i:i the · 
hc:.an: of the world. . . 

. Mr . .B:ill: Miss ~ncvi~:'llc C.'lulfi.dd. 
rv:tswnrr :rnRNSON. T c:aCher and .human­

iuri:m, she has 1-:en for. .four decades 3. one. 
· ~om:tJ:l Pc..-ace Corp~ in Southl:ll1: Asi:l, win­
ning victories O''er darknd>S by helping the 
blind to hc:comc full m.~r.nbers of SO<:ict:y. 

Mr. Ball: Dr. John F • .Endo:rs. 
· PRJ::llll~ JOHl'lsON·. Physician and re; 
sc:arclu:r, he has op:ned ocw pathways to. 
modj=l disiovery and. hadx:en an ~ple. 
and companion r0 two gc:ria::lcions of dccto!s 
in the dtmandiug q\tc:st for ~cDtific: c:uth . 
. Mr. ~all: Mr •. K.trll{oltoo" 

l'Il.:F~'rt>m-r JOHNSON- l.a.novator in apf!ly-
. ing .i.rpaginatj.ve_ solution.~ to problc.rns of 

ju'YCnile. cleliaq~tency, he has CQuttiburc:.d 
. gcncto\tsry w developing respo.c.siblc:. citizen. 
ship among (l\tr youth. 

Mr. Bnll: Mr. R!)be.rt J. Kiphuth.. 
PHESlD~T JOHNsoN. T«::achur ~nd coach, 

he has i~spi:red gent:ratioJ'lS of athlc:.tcs with_ 
. high i~~-J.~ of ;;.ehi~~c:nt and Spotts.lllal\-

ship. . . . 
Mr. Ball: ~fr. Edwin U. Land. 
PR~r>E.~ JciriNroN. Sci.c:n.tist and inve·ll· 

'tnr, he h<IS broughr his crca.tive gms to l-ear 
in. industry, govcr.nma:<t a,nd ~uc::u:ion. Cn· 
ridJ.ing thc.livc:S of mi!liocs by giving :ne-w 
dimc..!l.sions to. photography. 

Mr. :fb.ll: Governor Hc;:rhcrt H- Lehman. 
I kb_ow that we were all.dc:.:ply sadd'ened to 

. har yc-.stc:.rd~y of ~c de:uh. of this great 
citizen. Me. President, you may w:Uh ro read 
his ci~:rtion in absc:mi~.- · 

l'lU;.'iJbENT JOHI);'Sol'i. Citizen and. SClt:t:s­

maa, he has. used wisdom and compassion 
as r.he tools of government and ~ made 
politic:S the high.c:>t fonn of publir.: service. 

. Mr. Ball: 1- Clifford 1\:{ac:Donal.d. Mrs. 
· MacDonal.d will rcct:ivc the ~ward oo beh.1lf 
.,f her dec:=scd husb:wd. 

rttESIDEN'T . JO:FI~SON. BllSinessm;~n and 
philanthropist. he has clirc:c::ted his c-.onccrn 
lo tho:: quiet but noble 'work of ·cnlargi.Og 
the li..;c:s .llld opJ:»n:u.nities of the physic:ally 
and Jn~t:~lly b:tndiaipped. 

Mr. Ball~ Mr. Gc:orge M~.;~ony. 
. :PUSIPEI)r'~-.JORNSON. Citizen and· .n:1Liunal 
kader, in sc:rvix:tg the ·muse of l.ahor, he: bets 

· ~tly served ~he cause of his Nation and 
of fri::cciOJ:n i.il the world. 

Me.· Ball: Profosor Alt:x:wdcr Mci.kle."· 
john . 

. J'Rl!Sil>."ENT JOaNSotor. Eduo~oJ; and h'ber· 
tarian, as .te.-u:lu:r · by a:arnple a.nd_ philos­
opher in pracrii:c, his free <~.n.l fc-rolo: 1nind 
h:JS inBu.:.Cccd the ·course of A merion high­
er educ:.1ti<.Jn. 

Mr .. Ball: .Mr. Ludwi.g Mics va.n da 
Rohc.. 
Pli.ESID~ Jo~~o'N·. Teach.a-, designa; 

: sn<~stc:r builder, he .lw conceived s:oaring · 
. Stntc.ruri:S Q{ glas..,;, .SU:el ;~nd COilCTt:lc whic::h 
'at on~· embody 3lld evoke the di.~tiuctive 
yual.ities of our age. 

. Mr. Ball: Mr. Oart::ncc: B. ·~;mdalL . 
l'ttsro>.:.l\'T JOJ-lN~oN. I..bder of industry; 

coWl!lclor tu Pres.idc:uts, he.lJ.AS been a forcc::­
htl and- articulate philosopher of the: role o[ 
busin~ in a fccc society. · 
Mr~ Ball: M(. ~udolf Ser'ki.n. 
PICESIDF.NT JOJ:Il"SO!'I' •• • ~tist a,ncl. tc<Jchc:r, 

pc has .given the dassic:Jl uad~tions o£ th~ 
pi.;~.no new life in :J· disorcic:~ a8l=-

Mr. Ball: Mr. Edwaxd ~reid1t:n.. 
pn.~JDDZT yol'J]'i!soN. Photographc:r .a.tJd 

· c.ollccror, he has m:.uk. the: F'-.llla"a r!Je in­
Stt\lment of nc:sthctic pc:r<cpciou and there-
by tnmsforme.d a sal".n~:;e into an att. · 

Mr. Ball: Professor George W. Taylor. 
PR~tbENl' J~mJSol'i. ·Economist and :ar- . 

bit.rator, he h~ been the .voice· of rea'iol>n · 
and good wm..in ~ indus_lrial tclaliof..s· a£ .. 

. . ~J. 
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... -·~~~·~i;:cy, ~is~ m.~nagcrocnt :t·nd lC'.hor~ . 

i~ the cause of ind~lStrial pc:acci:.. 
:M.c. Ball: Dr. Alan T. WatctJJ:)aD... 
PR.:ESJDE..'U 1um:so·:.r. Physicist and public 

s<=r...,an.~, he h:J.s b:t:n. d1c far-sighted .:~.d\lo<".:~.tc 
of Fcder.U ~pport of the: scienctS, u~ing the 
rc..-sourccs of government to 'ilnpro,·c: the . 
qu..1lit')' an.cl iocrcasc ·the th~ust of basic 

· Mr. Ball: ADd. uow, Mr. President, let tnc: 

pr~llt tho~ w~o· ::u·e to 'ro:civc: the: P.rcsi­
. dc:nti.-l Medal o£ F~:ecdor:n ~1.h Spo:c:i"'l 

Dtiunction. 
. Fir.si:,.Mr~ Ells~orTh'Bunkc:r. 

. PJ;~DtNT JOtiNso!ll'. CiciZ.cl) and diplo!Xlat, · 
he h;~s _bxmight int~ty. p:iticno;:c: aDd .a 

· 1CSC.:lfdt. 

· c:ompassio.llate und~tancling ~·( other J:n~O. 
:~nd n,."t~ious to $,c sc::rvic;c: q£ U\c Republic · 

Mr. Ball: Mr. :Mark S. w.,r;;.oo.. 
I'1tESIDEN"l' JOHNSON. Soldier iil thc F~st · 

World 'W.:~.r and'co~tcspnhdcnt u'l the Sec~· 
o_od, he n:IS giv~:n the:: ArnenCUI ~oplc . 
infonnc9, widc.·rangiDg' and iudC:po:itdcnc 
covcnige ohhc N:\tion's .r.<:curity and dcfen:;c. 

uncia i:h~c l?residcnt.S. 
"Mr. Ball: Dr. Ralph J- Bw1ck.. 
p)l1S[D:ENT JOJ;I'NSON. $choi.:J.r 3tld clip\omat, 

St:rv;ml· of' ch~ emcrging wodcl ur4er, ·]le has 
opened up new· vistas i1l the: do;;mand.tng 

· ··qua-t Cqr inrc:i:u<Jltional jllStic.:e and p=ace. 
· Mr. Ball~ Dr~ James B. Conant. 

Mr. Ball; Mrs . .Annie D. W;;~unw. 
. PRESIP.ENT J~RNSON. First woman el_ecu;d 

. co the Navajo Tribal Couucil, -\)y ha: long 
·<:rusadc for:- impro"cd bc:alth programs she 
b..'IS hdpc:d dram.1tical.ly to lcssc:o the mc(lacc 
of disc.asc ;~,,-nong'h~r pc!Jplc and. to impro"c 

· rhcir way of life:. · · 
· Mr. B:all:. Mr. E. B. White. Mr. Prc::sidcnr,' 

Mr. Whit~ unforr.unatdy; is unable to be 
hen:: today because of illn~s •. 
-~(J)DIT Jo'Wsol'l. An· t.ss.-tyist ~host: 

co.ac:i.se commc::nt on mt:n and pb.o:s .}\,as 
rcve~lc::d to yc~ ;mother age the vigor: of the 
English sentc:o.c~ ' . . 

Mr. Ball~ Mr:. Edmwld . Wilson. - Mr. 
Wihon also ·tl.Dforr:unatcly is unable .. t~ ·be · 

wi·th us today. 
PRJ;SrDENT )'OH"l"SQN. Cridc a.od lllstorian, 

·he has convi.rtcd cri•ic:istn itself int() :a crea; 
. rive act, while: $c:lring fr)r the Nati.on a ste:r~ . 
·:au~ uncompromising sr.:~.ndard of inde-;p~::nd- . 

c.nt judgment. . . 
M.i:. B:ill: Mr. TI1omto~ WJ.Idc:r. · 
l':t.ESTDE.NT JOF.rNSUN. Artist of tar~ gaic:ty · 

:md pc.nctr:~cion,. he bas in.scribe~. a noble· 
v~sioa in. l:Us books,- :tnak-ing tllc- c:ornmon7 

places of life: yidd _dlt: wit, ~he: wonder and 
the: steadf.:~.~tnc:ss of rhc: human advcntutr. 

Mr. Ball: Mr. Andrc:w Wve!h... 
P~:ESli>:ENT JO!INSON. Paint~r of th~ ~cr­

ic:an scene, he has in tbc great hum;iuist · 
u:adirion illrlroinatcd :Ind clarified me veri­

tics -.od delights of c'<"cryda:y life-

Pll.'I;.SJ.'D:ENT JOm>:$o·a. Scic:ntisl a.ad cd,IC!l­
tor, he has lc:d th~ Amcncac. · JX:oplc in du:: 
.fight 10 .savc our most precious' r~urce­
our children. · 

Mr. Ball: GovcrnorLiJ.i..,; 'Mtlfioz Marin. 
PllEStnE.N"I" JOt-lJ'TSON. Poc:t;··poliric:i:l.n, imb-

. lie sc:rva.a.r, patriot; he. bas lo;d hi..,; "people 
on to ne.w heights t)£ digi:uty :md . pu.cpose 
anii tr:ansfotmc:d ·a stOc:kcn l.and into a viul 

.society •. 
Mr. Ball; Mr. Robc:11: A. LOve:u:. 

· rRtiWEl'lT JORNSUN. Sc;rvwt of the Rc::­
public., he bas set high st.wdards for ~c: 
ptiv<ltc: citizen in P'1hli.c sc:fvic:c by his ~Hess . 
~c:dicatiun to t.h~ uacional security u~d~r four 
P<didcm$. · . · · 

Mr. Ball; Mr. Jean Monl)et... 
Pli.~:El'l't ro~-ll\ISO:l'l •. Citiun of Fraoc-;:. 

st:a'i:e>JJ.IaD. of the 'World; he b:J.s l'Lla<lc per­
.suasion and ,:cason the wc;~.pons . of. ~"tate- · 

cr::.ili:, rnovin.g Eu.ropc roward \tnicy :and. the: 
Atlantic nations toward a more.. cffc:ct:i'l.·c: 
putnership. . . . . 

Mr. Ball~ Mr. Just.i~;c: Fdi..'<'Frnokfuner. 
· l'Kl!Slnll:N'T ro·Hl'ISON. Jurist; scholar, CQun· 

· sdo!', convcr.sation:al.ist, he has brought to :1ll 
his roles a zeSt .and a wisdom which has 
m,."tde h.i.l::D tcacbo;:r to his tiiDc.. 

Mr. B.UI: Mr. John 1- McCloy. 
PmD'>:Ji.NT roHNsoN. Diplollla~ aod.pu~lic 

sciVaut, lP.nkcr to me wocld :;u~d gndhthcr 
· · to Ger~an frecc!Qm. he has brought ch.et:r· 



!4]0l2 " ~S(O§/~OI--~1~6~:3~l~F~A~X~~---=~~=---=---~--~~------------~~~---------------=--~----------

The cimtiuo rc:ads: 
ful wisdom :u1d stc:::uly clfc:c:ti~cness t~ the:: 
t:ll>ks of wu and pace. · · 

Mr. ltill: 1 ;t5k Mr. M(clay to o£tcr soml: 
rcmuks ou behalf of d1c;: recipients. 

[Ai ih.is p"i..;,t Mr~ McCloy spt:Jl;,t: bricPy. ~'I 
do k~otu rlzrJ! I~~ .speak. jur rdl of tht: rt:dpi· 
.:r:ts, l1c said, wlu:n J· say rlu~t Ult! art: no~ 
only mudz hom:>.ictl but J.t~ply m.oiu!tl. hy tltc 
fact that 11.1t: rt:ct:itJc at yotir lu:mtls, Mt·. 
Prcsidt:nr, this awlR'd on zht: very day lhrll 

P1'C:.fidt:nt Ktmru!Jy ~ppoin.tcd fo~ its bt:· 

His Holiness Pope Jolui ::oaii, dedica.tcd 
. :!.CP:lnt of Gud. He· brought w all citizens 
.. of th.c pL-uxt :a. heightc=n.~d s.cu.sc of the dig­

nity. of the individual, of du:: bxot.hcrbcod of 
Dl3ll, and of me c~=mon di.lcy to b\lild an ell• 

vironmctr.t of ~~e for ali bwnan kU)d.. . 

· .stotvrzl. hy hi1i. upon us. In tht: short time 
allotzctl. to him, ht: t:Zr:v¢tt:rl in the lift: oi ziu: 
N a.tion t.ht: (rT'tJ a.n.d tl~t: .>CV.nct:.s r:ducatiott 
and th.~ t;~~blic .rt:ruir:c. He iztU! foy.'irz tht:m 
and h~ 7oy .was t:omrrzrinicaud io t'f1,t:n anA 
wo~c:: cvt:ry~~herc.'' lf.c cuncludt:d by 
plt:~gtng lhi talt:nts of tft.e group "to tht: 
furtltr.rarst:t: of· 11ic high objectives whieh 
Prt:si~cn't · Kctm.t:dy itztt:~dt:a hy tht: '/t.flt~m: 
of thu h.nnor to stimtd(lll!." Presidct~.t fohn· 

sorz thrtn resumer/. spt:a.ki'!K· J . · 

I h:.1~~ also derrrmi.nc:d "to confer the Prcs­
id=tial Med~l of Frc::ed;;m ,posd\.llroously 
on 3.lloth~~ nuble wan whO.~.:' dath we 
momned 6 mo.Dtb; ago: .His Holinc:ss, .Pop: 
John XXIl.L · .. · 
. !'lc: was~ man of simple origins·, o~ simpie 
fa.1th, of_s.1n1plc= charity. In .his o::tlted of~ 
5.'-c h~; was srill the:: ge~c p.astor. He bo:­
licvcd. in diso1ssion ·and pcrsuziojL . H~; 
profoundly rc:spo:r:tcd the: rlig.nicy -of man':· . 

. John Kc:uucdy is gone:. Each of .u.<> will 
know that we ate ·the:. l~r for his dc:1th.. 
Bu[ each is. some: how l<lrgc:rbo=c:a.usc:: he lived.. 
A sadu~ has sttlled an (he; ·lVodd which. will 
nevc::r le<Jvc= it "'hiie w~ who knew him an: 
'S~illlid'C. . . 

1.11C Amc:ric;:3 !.hat prodacecl hi~ sh:Ul 
hon~r him as wdl. As a shnplc:: ·· gc::snu'c::, 
bu[ one which I know he: would 110t h.·wc: 

.. oonnt~d $mill, it is . IIIJ' . privilege at ~his 
momc=nt to ;1ward the Prc:sidcnri.al. Mc:dal of 
Frcedo~ ~sthumously to Joh.P. Fitzg.;,rald 
Kennedy on bc:hili o( the great Rcpuhlic 

far which he livc:d and dit.d. 

The: cirntion r=ds: 

~ohn Fitzgerald ~tilrlc:dy, 35Lh Prc:si.dcnt 
· of die Unit<=cl States, s~ldicr, scholar, state:$. 
roan, defender of fro:dom, pioneer (or pea~.· 
au'thor of hopc--<ombining courage with 
r~n, ~d cornbar.ing bate with cor.npas.­
ston, he led the=. land hi:: loved towatd nc::w 
frontier$ of ·optiortunity · for all ~ell and 

He g;~ve dloe ~mld immoital statements of 
the rights of m.1.n, of the ubiig;nw.DS o£ men 
to each od1er, ·of theil" duty ro' strive for a 
world comln\lOity in which all can live ·in 
peace · ~d fratcm..U friendship: His good-· 
ness :rcacbc:d ac:oss temporal boundaric=s to .. 
w:mn the;: hearts o( n1en of all nations and 

. peace. for :ill tin1c:.. Bdoved in a life of ~tlkss 
scrvire, mourned by all ill a dc:ath of sense=- . 
less CriDlf".., the- ~c:rg,y, f<lith and. ckvotion. 
which. he brough~ to his cxtraorclin.irily 
suco::ssful dlough uagic.;llly ~r.ief endeavors 
w.ill hereafter ·1ighr our ('.QUntry aD.d aU "'ho 
Sc!YC it-~D.d the g}ovo7 from t.hat. fire can 

truly light th~ wodd." · ' 
of all faiths. 

··-- -----·-:- -:-- ----·~- ·-····.· .. 
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Acknowledgments: I want to .thank the First Lady for 

her remarks and to extend a very warm welcome to all of 

our guests at the White House today - to our honorees 

and their families; to members of the administration; 

Members of Congress; and other distinguished 

Americans. 
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More than sixty years ago, President Franklin 

Roosevelt said: "freedom cannot.be bestowed;· it must be 

achieved." I would add that from the founding of our 

nation, it has been the duty of each generation to achieve 

freedom anew; to expand it; to deepen its meaning. 

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have 

done exactly that.. It is my proud honor, on behalf of a 

proud nation, to award each of these Americans the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom, our highest civilian 

honor. They have, in the words of our Constitution, 

"secured the blessings of liberty" by acts of bravery, 

. conscience, and creativity. I am grateful to all.who are 

. here today and those who could not join us. 
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James Edward Burke 

When James Burke was just starting out in business, 

his boss called him into the office and told him to shut the 

door. liJ!l had made a mistake; and now, he thought, he 

was about to be fired. Instead, his boss congratulated 

him, saying his mistake meant he was making decisions, 

taking risks. 

Over the years, Jim's willingness to make the tough 

call in times of crisis - and to put the public int~rest above 

all else - has placed a higher premium on candor and 

corporate citizenship .. In an age when many look only to 

the bottom line, Jim draws his values from a deeper we 
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Jim took a risk in becoming Chairman of the 

Partnership for a Drug-Free. America. There are few 

challenges tougher - and few more vital - than teaching 

our young people about the dangers of drugs. Jim met 

that challenge head-on, raising billions in private 
. . -~\'\~\t.,,AlMI_ ~~.-~u...~ 

· resources to do the job" A~tii M~ co, together, ¥/8 'r8 iwming 
._;,~.l -~"~ ....... ..,..._t-\'' . 1 ~ . 
tM: tit!e. Thanks to Jim Burke,' our families are healthier, · 

. . ~ 

our communities safer, and our nation immeasurably 

stronger. 

Comman~er, please read the citation. 

\ . 
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Senator John Chafee 

In the fall of 1951, in the mountains of North Korea, 

a young Marine made himself a promise: whatever he 

faced in battle, he would strive to act just as his 

commander, John Chafee, would act. Captain Chafee set 

the standard for bravery, decency and integrity- not only 

in war but in the distinguished career that would follow. 

He rose to become the Governor of Rhode Island and, 

later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people of'his 

state elected him to the U.S. Senate, where he would 

serve with distinction until his death nine months ago. 
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We miss him very much. Senator Chafee took on the 

tough issues - from health care to child care to, most of 

. all, the environment- even when it meant he had to take 

on his own party. John Chafee proved that politics can be 

an honorable profession. He· embodied the decent center 

that puts progress, and the public interest, steadfastly· 

above partisanship. 

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people 

· called Senator, but whose riflemen still proudly called 

. Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here on John 

Chafee' s behalf. 

Commander, please read the citation. 
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General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret. 

In March of 1999, as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed 
' 

his army and police on the people of Kosovo, General 
~~~~~ 

Wesley Clark"wa~'if~ the first military mission of its 

kind: directing the forces of a 19-nation alliance to end a 

' 

brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing. The stakes were 

monumental. Success would save lives, strengthen 

NATO, and advance the cause of a ~urope whole and 

free. Failure would leave much of that continent awash in 

a sea of refugees; it would end the 20th Century on a note 

of helpless indignation in the face of evil. 

W es Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, 
. . . . ~~'-"\~' .. " 

havingplayed a vital role in ending the 't¥..1~?- bosni~~ 
. · . . ~ 'N.lUl '1:... 

summoned every ounce ofhis experience and expertise - ... 

as a strategist and statesman- to wage NATO's campaign . . ._ ....... ~ .. ............_ ....... 
in Kosovo. His forces prevailed• ~ ~~~~ 
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. . . - ' . . 

k--~~0\ "\IU~,~~ ~·~ 
Assigned a challenge many experts called "Mission 

Impossible," General Clark proudly declared it "Mission 

Accomplished." 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. 

As a young officer, William Crowe seemed to seize 

every opportunity for a nontraditional Navy career. He 

took leave to eam.a Masters in Education. He passed up 

an invitation to join the nuclear submarine program so he 

could earn a Ph.D. in politics at Princeton.· A few years 

later, when Doctor Crowe found himself named Rear 

Admiral Crowe, he was quite surprised. 
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· O~ly later did he learn that Admiral Zumwalt that year 

had ordered all naval promotion boards to consider 

"iconoclasts." 

Admiral Crowe has always been an innovative and 

independent thinker. He was the first Chairman of the 
. . 

Joint Chiefs with a mandate to promote greater 

cooperation among the Armed Services, along with the 

power to reshape their respective roles and missions. He 

used that power to build a military more agile and 

efficient for the global age. From that chairmanship to his 

Ambassadorship at the Court of St. James's, William· 

Crowe has been the right leader for changing times. Even 

more, he himself has helped to change the times - to 

enhance our strength, advance the peace, and quicken the 

march of freedom. Commander, please read the citation. 
g, 



Marian Wright Edelman 

Her na~esake is Marian Anderson, one ofthe 

greatest "P 2 78 singers of all time.~'s the power and 
' . 

. . ' ~u-MA~~~ . . . 
range of this Marian s voiCt\Mmt Brought Robert Kennedy·. 

to Mississippi ... •tha+ helped organize the Poor People's 
. ' 

. . . . . ~'~'""' Campaign .. ,•' 'iP Inspired· Hillary and thousands mont\ to · 

. . ~'-:~Ut.= .. •1\l.A. 
JO!ll her through the years~\. ll V8£CC tha-=fut !!U hr 

':tl:" ~~..,. ...... ~,~&-~~c.. 
. \ . \AJ\IM-,,..~,M~ 

~--,. 

J jsten clQiialy to Ietarian Vftight :MailmaA ilAd y~u 

bear echoes O~ftei rncntot s - Ivfat tin LatB8F l<:iR~, lttlnnie 

Jsgu I Ianter' Qenjantin Pofay s ett\S, MlQi;t gf all, her 

"f'&IeiiLS wno Ilvett their ntfthJntd taught her taat life is 
. . ' ~ . 

. ~~~~~ -- ~"' 
,.a8sttt :§iviR~~i~a ~ . · 
. ~\~ 't ;:- ' 

. That's wl-~~t1 ner whole familY trave done. 
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"::- I -{:c 

She is a tireless advocate, a driving force, a crusader of 

conscience. Like her namesake, Marian's voice is strong 

. w-
and true: We are~children of God and must protect all • 

OUr children. ~l'it MttSl it& 0 6 hb ehilei@ BRill~. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

· John Kenneth Galbraith 

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth 

Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect - those are the 

second and third things. First you notice his height, 

which, like h~s passion for public service,. is his father's 

legacy. "We [are] obliged," the elder Galbraith once told 

him, "because of our enormous size, to alter· the world to 

our specifications." 
11 
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That is just what ·Professor Galbraith has done. From 

the lecture h§lllS of Harvard to wartime Washington to his 

diplomatic post in India, he has altered our world-

making it better, nobler and more just. 

It's ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term 

"conventional wisdom" - since he's spent his whole 

career challenging it. He • always suspected that 

President Kennedy sent him to. India just to be free of his . 
. . 

political.advice and policy ideas. Actually, the President 

drew a lot from those ideas - as have generations of. 

American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith 

writes with such eloquence and clarity that his ideas are 

accessible to us all, helping us not just to understand the 

economy, but also to remember that it is the provenance 

of more than a privileged few. 
12 



Commander, read the citation. 

Monsignor George G. Higgins 

Monsignor George Higgins believes in the dignity of 

work, and he's not shy about fighting for it. For more 

than 60 years, he has organized, marched, prayed and bled 

for the social and economic justice of working 

Americans. He spoke a fundamental truth when he said: 

"Work is an important way in which we exercise our 

humanity ... In return, society offers us not only our daily 

' 

bread, but a sense that we ourselves are honored for the 

contributions we make." 

13 



Today we honor Monsignor Higgins for his work, for 

defending the right of working people to organize in 

factories, foundries and fields, and to better their lives 

through collective action. His faith and his courage have 

strengthened not only our nation's labor unions, but also 

our American union. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson 

One of the best things about this ceremony is that I 

don't have to follow Jesse Jackson. 
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'-./..__ v' . - .<l. 
. J I . " 

But the truth is, America has followed Reverend 

Jackson - as he marched with Dr. King, walked the picket 

lines, and ran for our nation's highest office, instilling . 

hope and inspiring millions. From the streets of Watts to 

· the hollows of Appalachia, as my Special Envoy to Africa 

and the leader of Rainbow/PUSH, Reverend Jackson has 

walked the walk of fr-eedom. You know, when I_ think of · 

Rainbow/PUSH, I think of two things. '.'Rainbow" means 

we all have a place at the table. "PUSH" is what the 

Reverend does when he thinks I'm not doing right. 

. ~-~~~~~~~ .. 
'A"- ;w. '~ .. ~\ w. "t\llkalfA-

With his Wall Street Project, he is forging the next 

frontier of freedom- economic freedom- reminding us 

that when we limit opportunities for some Americans, we 

limit the possibilities of all Americans. . 
15 



Dr. King said: "Human progress never rolls on the 

wheels of inevitability, it comes through the tireless 

efforts of those willing to be co~ workers with God." The 

cause of justice has no greater co-worker than Reverend 

Jackson. It's hard to imagine how we could have come as 

far as a nation without the creative power, the keen · 

intellect, and the gentle heart of Reverend Jesse Jackson. 

And God is not done with him, yet. 

. Commander, please read the citation. 
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Mildred "Millie" Jeffrey 

As a c·atholic schoolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the 

stones of neighborhood bigots and watched as Klansmen I 

. marched through town with a burning cross. As a union 

organizer in Mississippi, Millie stood bravely as company 

men snapped bullwhips at her feet. Clearly, they didn't 

know whom they were up against. 

Millie is humble but strong. She worked with Walter 

Reuther and counseled the Kennedys - influencing all 

with her courage and her unflagging commitment to 

social justice~ To meet the need for more women in 

public office, Millie started the National Women's 

Political Caucus, and sparked the effort to nominate 

Geraldine Ferraro: 
17 



For couqtless women around the world, Millie is an 
. ' 

inspiration. Her impact will be felt for generations. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Dr. Mathilde Krim · 

Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew 

what AIDS was - and even fewer had the courage to 

speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first 

to grasp its terrible implications. But Dr. Krim was not 

content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others 

to establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research 

- raising awareness, raising millions for research, and· 

raising the hopes of countless people bravely confronting · 

this deadly disease. 
18 



Despite some promising scientific breakthroughs, we 

know that the fight against AIDS is not yet won. And Dr.. 

Krim reminds us that we must not grow complacent. As 

she said recently: ''We're about half-way on a long road." 

But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire, and her 

enduring compassion for those in need, we now travel that 

road united, and determined to prevail. 

Commander, please read the citation; 

. George McGovern 

His roots lie deep in the South Dakota soil - in small- . · 

town farms and the faith of his father, a Methodist pastor. 

After more than a half century in public life, George 

McGovern still draws upon those teachings and traditions. 
19 



And he still imparts them to the rest of us, by the power of 

his example, the courage of his convictions, and his proud 

legacy of public service. 

Long before he became a Congressman, or a Senator, 

or a US Ambassador, George McGovern became a hero. 

His brave exp.loits in the skies above Europe earned him 

the Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to 

him, the gratitude of the men he brought safely to ground. 

Returning honie, he taught history -and then set out to 

make it himself, first winning a seat in Congress and then, 

a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program, 
. . ' 

one ofthe.greatest achievements of the Kennedy era. 

20 
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By the time he ran for President iri 1972; Senator 

McGovern was not only a hero in war but a stalwart voice 

for peace in Vietnam. Hillary and I were honored to work 
-

~.,., ,, .. 

on his campaign; to aHeJ'NeP hi~ 8all; RMS t9 £hare ltis 

"conviction that we can move our country forward." In 

the decades since, that conviction has never wavered .. 

Neither has his commitment to bring food to the hungry. , 

Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organization, Ge.orge McGovern has pledged 

to feed half a billion of the world's ill fed. Arid if 'lJij\)ne 

-8al&Cf[ 
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Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

On the \vall of his Senate office are t.wo framed 

magazine covers. One says: "Moynihan: The 
( . 

Conscience of a Neo-Conservative."· The other: 

"Moynihan, N eo-Liberal." Well, whateve·r label is 

assigned to him this week, there's not a day that goes by 

when Daniel Patrick Moynihan is not brilliantly, 

. dynamically, uniquely himself. 

Senator Moynihan is Hell's Kitchen and the London 

School of Economics. He is a sailor in uniform and a 

professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and 

a tough, blunt critic of social injustice. He is a man of 

· ideas and a man of action. 
22 



It ·is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat 

Moynihan served- and survived- four successive 

Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done 

. 
so. He represented American interests in India and stood 

up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent 

him to the Senate in America '.s bicentennial year. And in 

the quarter century since, he has championed diversity 

and waged, without relent, the war on poverty he helped 

to launch. 

I was interested to learn that Senator Moynihan 

helped create the Medal he is about to receive. President . 

. Kennedy charged him with that task. And, as the 

President decreed, the standard of achievement was set 

very high indeed. 
23 



I know all Americans will agree that in the four decades 

since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by 

every conceivable measure. 

I 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Cruz Reynoso 

Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrants who 

spent summers working with his family in the fields of the 
1 .. 

San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much 

that his elementary school classmates called him "el 

profe" [pro-fay] - the professor. Later, some told him to 

.·put aside his dreams of going to college saying bluntly: 

"They will never let.you." 
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But with faith in himself and the values of our 

country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college and to law 

school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and led the 

pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program. In 

1976, he was appointed Associate Justice of the 

California Court of Appeals and rose to become the first 

Latino to serve on the state's highest court. 

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, 

serving as Vice Chair of the U.S. Civil Rights 

Commission, opening new·doors for Latino lawyers and 

teaching a new generation of students the world of law. 

And not long ago, the person his classmates once called 

"el profe" was voted by his own students the Professor of 

the Year. Commander, please read the citation. 
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The Reverend Gardner Taylor 

In Romans 10:14, it is written: "And how shall they 

hear without a preacher?" 

The Lord may have had that passage in mind the day . 

Gardner Taylor was born, and once again- years later-

when a terrible car accident convinced him to abandon 

law school and enter the ministry. 
\ 

Reverend Taylor's eloquence has inspired 

generations - helping us to see the hard challenges· of life 

in the revealing light of scripture. As a founder of the 

. Progressive National Baptist Convention, Reverend. · 

Taylor helped galvanize black churches across America i~ 

the struggle for civil rights. As a pastor in Brooklyn, he 

has worked to repair the breach - whether racial, political 

. 
or economic. 
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Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scriptures 

I 

but from his soul.. That is the gift God has given him~ and 

it is, in tum, the gift he gives to us< ~1.\AJ. Ww.. ~t.W... · . 
. · .. ~~~ 

Commander, please read the citation.~~~ 
. . . . " 
Simon Wiesenthal 

"When [millions] were murdered, why vvas I allowed 

to live?" For more than half a century, Simon Wiesenthal 

has asked himself this question again and again. 

To those who know his story - one of miraculous 

survival and a relentless pursuit of justice - the answer is 

. apparent. From the· unimaginable horrors of the 

Holocaust, only a few voices survived - to bear witness, 

to hold the guilty accountable, and to honor the memory 

of all those killed. 
27 



Only if we heed these brave voices can we build a 

bulwark of humanity against hatred and indifference. I 

am struck by another question Mr. Wiesenthal once 

posed: "How does one explain to a young person what 

freedom means when he has been born to freedom?" 

Answering this question is our moral responsibility, and 

our enduring challenge. 

Mr. Wiesenthal, regrettably, could not be with here 

us today. Rabbi Marvin Hier [hire] will receive the award 

on his behalf.· 

Comman,der, please read the citation. 
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,. 
Conclusion 

Today's honorees come from different backgrounds, 

different walks of life, and yet all share the ideals of 

service, of citizenship, of expanding freedom. Just think. 

There isn't a person in this country whose life has not 

been made better by a person on this stage. 

When he first presented this award, President Lyndon 

Johnson said: "No words could add to the distinction of 

the men and women who are being honored today. 

Rather .. ; their names add distinction to the award." Even 

more, I believe, their achievements add distinction to our 

national life; and for that we are proud, and grateful, and 

ennobled as Americans. 
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! Again, Hillary and I vvelcome all of you to the White 

House and ask you to join us in the State ~Dining Room 

for a reception. Thank you.· 

"· 
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Shesol/ Pollock/ Afridi 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD CEREMONY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
August 9, 2000 

Acknowledgments: I want to thank the First Lady for her remarks and to extend a very 
warm welcome to all of our guests at the White House today - to our honorees and their families; 
to members of the administration; Members of Congress; and other distinguished Americans. 

President Franklin Roosevelt, more than sixty years ago, said that "freedom cannot be 
bestowed; it must be achieved." I would add that from the founding of our nation, it has been the 
duty of each generation to achieve freedom anew;· to expand it; to deepen its meaning. 

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have done exactly that. It is my proud 
honor, on behalf ofa proud. nation, to award each of these Americans the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, our highest civilian honor. They have, in the words of our Constitution, "secured the 
blessings ofliberty" by acts of bravery, conscience, and creativity. I am grateful to all who are 
here today and those who are not. 

Over the years, Jim's willingness to make the tough call in times of crisis- and to put the 
public interest above all else- has placed a higher premium on candor and corporate citizenship . 

. In an age when niany look only to the bottom line, Jim draws his values from a deeper well. 

Jim took a risk in becoming Chairman of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. There 
are few challenges tougher- and few more vital- than teaching our young people about the 
dangers of drugs. Jim met that challenge head-on, raising billions in private resources to do the 
job. And now, together, we're turning the tide. Thanks to Jim Burke, our families are healthier, . 
our communities safer, and our nation immeasurably stronger. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Senator John Chafee 

In the fall of 1951,in the mountains of North Korea, a young Marine made himself a 
promise: whatever he faced in battle, he would strive to act just as his commander, John Chafee, 
would act. Captain Chafee set the standard for bravery, decency and integrity- not only in war 
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but in the distinguished career that would follow. He rose to become the Governor of Rhode 
Island and, later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people of his state elected him to 'the U.S. 
Senate, where he would serye with distinction until his death nine months ago. 

•,,, 

We miss him very much. Senator Chafee took on the tough issues - from health care to 
child care to, most of all, the environment- even when it meant he had to take on his own party. 
John Chafee proved that politics can be an honorable profession. He embodied the decent center 
that puts progress, and the public interest, steadfastly above partisanship. 

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people called Senator, but whose riflemen 
still proudly called Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here·on John Chafee's behalf. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret. 

In March of 1999, as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed his army and police on the people of 
Kosovo, General Wesley Clark was given the first military mission of its kind: directing the 
forces of a 19-nation alliance to end a brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing. The stakes were 
monumental: Success would save lives, strengthen NATO, and advance the cause.ofa Europe 
whole and free. Failure would leave much ofihat continent awash in a se·a of refugees; it would 
end the 20th Century on a. note of helpless indignation in the face of evil. · 

Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, having played a vital role in ending the 
war in Bosnia. He summoned every ounce of his experience and expertise- as strategist and 
statesman- to wage NATO's campaign in Kosovo. His forces prevailed. Given an assignment 
many military experts called "Mission Impossible," General Clark proudly declared it "Mission 
Accomplished." 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. 

As a young officer, William Crowe seemed to seize every opportunity for a· 
nontraditional Navy career. He took leave to earn a Masters in Education. He passed up an 
invitation to join the nuclear submarine program so he could earn a Ph.D. in politics at Princeton. 
A few years later, when Doctor Crowe found himselfnamed Rear Admiral Crowe, he was quite 
surprised. Only later did he learn that Admiral Zumwalt that year had ordered all naval 
promotion boards to consider "iconoclasts." 

Admiral Crowe has always been an innovative and independent thinker. He was the first 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs with a mandate to promote greater cooperation among the Armed 
Services,·along with the power to reshape their respective roles and missions. He used that 
power to build a militarY more agile and efficient for the global age. From that chairmanship to 
his Ambassadorship at the Court of St. James's, William Crowe has been the right leader for 
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changing times. Even more, he himself has helped to change the times- to enhance our strength, 
advance the peace, and quicken the march of freedom. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Marian Wright Edelman 

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of the greatest opera singers of all time. But it's 
the power and range of the voice of this Marian that brought Robert Kennedy to Mississippi ... 
that helped organize the Poor People's Campaign ... that inspired Hillary and thousands more to 
join her through the years ... a voice that speaks for all our children . 

. Listen closely to Marian Wright Edelman and you hear echoes of her mentors- Martin 
Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer, Benjamin Mays- and, most of all, her parents who lived their 
faith and taught her that life is about giving something back. · 

That's what Marian and her whole family have done. She is a tireless advocate, a driving 
force, a national voice of conscience for young people. Just like her namesake, Marian Wright 
Edelman's voice is strong and true: We are children of God and must protect all of our children. 
We must leave no child behind. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

John Kenneth Galbraith 

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect 
- those are the second and third things. The first thing you notice is his height, which, like his 
passion for public service, is his father's legacy. "We [are] obliged," the elder Galbraith once 
told hirri, "because of our enormous size, to alter the world to our specifications." That is just 
what Professor Galbraith has done. From the lecture halls of Harvard to wartime Washington to 
his diplomatic post in India, he has altered our world- making it better, nobler and more just. 

It's ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term "conventional wisdom"- since he's 
spent his whole career challenging it. He has always suspected that President Kennedy sent him 
to India just to be free of his political advice and policy ideas. Actually, the President drew a lot 
. from those ideas - as have generations of American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith 
writes with such eloquence and clarity that his ideas are accessible to us all, helping us not just to 
understand the economy but also to remember that it is the provenance of more than a privileged 
few. 

Commander, read the citation. 

Monsignor George G. Higgins 

Monsignor George Higgins believes in the dignity of work, and he's not shy about 
fighting for it. For more than 60 years, he has organized, marched, prayed and bled for the social 
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and economic justice ofworking Americans. He spoke a fundamentaltruth when he said: 
"Work is an important way in which we exercise our humanity ... In return, society offers us not 
only our daily bread, but a sense that we ourselves are honored for the contributions we make." 

Today we honor Monsignor Higgins for his work, for defending the right of working 
people to organize in factories, foundries and fields, and to better their lives through collective 
action. His faith and his courage have strengthened not only our nation's labor unions, but also 
our American union. · 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson 

One ofthe benefits of a ceremony like this is that! don't have .to follow Jesse Jackson. 

But the truth is, America has followed Reverend Jackson- as he marched with Martin 
Luther King, walked the picket lines, and ran for our nation's highest office, instilling hope and 
inspiring millions. From the streets of Watts to the hollows of Appalachia, as my Special Envoy 
to Africa and the leader of Rainbow/PUSH, Reverend Jackson has walked the walk of freedom. 
You know, when I think of Rainbow/PUSH, I recall that "rainbow" nieans we all have a place at 
the table. And "PUSH" is what the Reverend does when he thinks I'm not doing right. 

With his Wall Street Project, he is forging the next frontier of freedom- economic 
freedom- reminding us that when we limit opportunities for some Am~ricans, we limit the 
possibilities of all Americans. Dr. King said: "Human progress never rolls on the wheels of 
inevitability, it comes from the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God." The 
cause of justice has no greater co-worker than Reverend Jackson. It's hard to imagine how we 
could have come as far as a nation without the creative power, the keen intellect, and the gentle 
heart ofReverend Jesse'Jackson.· 

And God is not done with him, yet. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Mildred "Millie" Jeffrey 

As a Cathoiic schoolgirl~ Mildred Jeffrey dodged the stones of neighborhood bigots and 
watched as Klansmen marched through town with a burning cross. As a union organizer in 
Mississippi, Millie stood bravely as company men snapped bullwhips at her feet. Clearly, they 
didn't know whom they were up against. 

Millie is as strong as she is humble. She worked with Walter Reuther, marched with Dr. 
King, and counseled the Kennedys - influencing all in tum with her courage and her unflagging 
comni.itment to social justice. Others dropped out; but Millie never lost faith in our democracy. 
When she saw a need for more women in public office, Millie.started the National Women's 

Political Caucus. When she decided it was time to have a woman Vice President, she sparked 
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the effort to nominate Geraldine Ferraro. For countless women around the world, Millie is an 
inspiration. Her impact will be felt for generations. 

Commander, please read the citation. · 

Dr. Mathilde Krim 

Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew what AIDS was- and even fewer 
had the courage to speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first to grasp its terrible 
implications. But Dr. Krim was not content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others to 
establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research- raising awareness, raising millions for 
research, and raising the hopes ofcountless people bravely confronting this deadly disease. 

Despite some exciting, promising scientific breakthroughs, we know that the fight against 
AIDS is not yet won. And Dr. Krim reminds us that we must not grow complacent. As she said 
recently: "We're about half-way on a long road." But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire, 
and her enduring compassion for those in need, we now travel that road united, and determined 
to prevail. 

Commander, please read the citation. · 
. ~~ 

George McGovern ~ 1( '}, c, · 

His roots lie deep in the S ako soil-'in small-town farms and the faith of his 
father, a Methodist pastor. After ix decades n public life, George McGovern still draws upon 
those teachings and traditions. An · imparts them to the rest of us, by the power ofhis 
example, the courage ofhis convictions, and his proud legacy of public service. 

Long before he became a Congressman, or a Senator, or a US Ambassador, George 
McGovern became a hero. His bnive exploits in the skies above Europe earned him the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to him, the gratitude of the men he brought 
safely to ground. Returninghome, he taught history- and then set out to make it himself, first 
winning a seat in Congress and then, a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program, one 
of the greatest achievements of the Kennedy era .. 

__ _,._the time he ran for President in 1972, Senator McGovern was not only a hero in war 
voice for peace in Vietnam. Hillary and I were honored to work on his campaign. 

'CCilmmarnre;ft.ffi~t:g.e;:d...bJ.ei:~~~he conviction that we can move our country forward." In 
mce, that conviction has never wavered. Neither has his commitment to bring food 

to ungry. Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, George 
McGovern has pledged to feed half a billion of the world's ill fed. And if anyone can make that · 
mission a success, it is the man from South Dakota. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
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On the wall of his Senate office are two framed magazine covers. One says: "Moynihan: 
The Conscience of a Neo-Conservative." The other: "Moynihan, Neo-Liberal." Well, whatever 
label is assigned to him this week, there's not a day that goes by when Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
is not brilliantly, dynamically, uniquely himself. 

SenatorMoynihan is Hell's Kitchen and the London School of Economics. He is a sailor 
in uniform and a professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and a tough, blunt critic of 
social injustice. He is a man of ideas and a man of action. 

It is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat Moynihan served- and survived­
four successive·Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done so. He represented 
American interests in India and stood up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent 
him to the Senate in America's bicentennial year. And in the quarter century since, he has 
championed diversity and waged, without relent, the war on poverty he helped to l~mnch. 

I was interested to learn that Senator Moynihan helped create the Medal he is about to 
receive. President Kennedy charged him with that task. And, as the President decreed, the 
standard of achievement was set very high indeed.· I know all Americans will agree that in the 
four decades since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by every conceivable measure. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Cruz Reynoso 

Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrants whospent summers working with his 
family in the fields ofthe San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much that his 
elementary school classmates called him "el profe" fpro-fay] -the professor. Later, some told 
him to put aside his dreams of going to college saying bluntly: "They will never let you." 

But with faith in himself and the values of our country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college 
and to law school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and led the pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program. In 1976, he was 
appointed Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals and rose to become the first 
Latino to serve on the state's highest court. 

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, serving as Vice Chair of the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission, opening new doors for Latino lawyers and teaching a new generation 
of students the world of law. And not long ago, the person his classmates once called "el profe" 
was voted by his own students the Professor of the Year. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

The Reverend Gardner Taylor 

In Romans 10:14, it is written: "And how shall they hear without a preacher?" 
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The Lord may have had that passage in mind the day Gardner Taylor was born, and once 
again - years later- when a terrible car accident convinced him to abandon law school and enter. 
the ministry. • _ L' 

· Reverend Taylor's eloquence has inspired genera ns :__helping us to see the hard f 
M4.- ;1'1.4 ~"""' ~ 

challenges of life in the revealing light of scripture. As a ~to Dr. King and a founder of 
the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Reverend Taylor helped galvanize black churches 

. across America in the struggle for civil rights. As a pastor at home in Brooklyn, he has worked 
hard to bridge the divides he sees- racial, political or economic. 

Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scriptures but from his soul. That is his God­
given gift; and it is one he continues to share with the world . 

. Commander, please read the citation. 

Simon Wiesenthal 

"When [millions] were murdered, why was I allowed .to live?" For more than half a 
century, Simon Wiesenthal has asked himself this question again and again. 

To those who know his story,___ one of miraculous survival and a relentless pursuit of 
justice- the answer is apparent. From the unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only a few 
voices survived- to bear witness, to hold the guilty accountable, and tp honor the memory of all 
those killed. 

Only ifwe heed these brave voices can we build a bulwark of humanity against hatred 
and indifference. I am struck by another question Mr. Wiesenthal once posed: "How does one 
explain to a young person what freedom means when he has been born to freedom?" Answering 
this question is our moral responsibility, and our enduring challenge. 

Mr. Wiesenthal, regrettably, could not be with here us today. Rabbi Marvin Hier [hire] 
will receive the award on his behalf. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Conclusion 

There isn't a person in this country whose life has not been made better by a person on 
this stage. 'They have different backgrounds ... come from different walks of life ... and yet all 
share the ideals of service, of citizenship, of expanding freedom. When he first presented this 
award, President Johnson said: "No words could add to the distinction of the men and women 
who-are being honored today. Rather ... their names add distinction to the award." Even more, I · 
believe, their achievements add distinction to our national life; and for that we are proud, and 
grateful, and ennobled as Americans. 
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Again, Hillary and I welcome them and all of you to the White House and ask you to join 
us in the State Dining Room for a reception. ·Thank you. 

8 



Draft 08/08/00 9:00pm 
Shesol/ Pollock/ Afridi 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD CEREMONY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
August 9, 2000 

Acknowledgments: I want to thank the First Lady for her remarks and to extend a very 
warm welcome to all of our guests at the White House today- to our honorees and their families; 
to members of the administrat_ion; Members of Congress; and other distinguished Americans. 

President Franklin Roosevelt, more than sixty years ago, said that "freedom cannot be 
bestowed; it must be achieved." I would add that from the founding of our nation, it has been the 
duty of each generation to achieve freedom ane:w; to expand it; to deepen its meaning. 

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have done exactly that. It is my proud 
honor, on behalf of a proud nation, to award each of these Americans the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, our highest civilian honor. They have, in the words of our Constitution, "secured the 
blessings ofliberty te ettrsel·ves 1:1116 et1r ~~·by acts of bravery, conscience, and creativity. 
I am grateful to all who are here today and those who are not. 

James Edward Burke 

When James Burke was just starting out in business, his boss called him into the office 
and told him to shut the door. Jim had made a mistake; and now, he thought, he was about to be 
fi~ Instead, his boss congratulated him, saying his mistake ~mean\-y~making decisions, 
~taking risks . .>- ~ ~ 

~-
ough call in times of crisis - to put the · 

andard r candor and corporate citi:enship. In an 
~,__--....fr-lm-dr.-aw-s his values from a deeper well. 

Jim took a risk in becoming Chai n of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. There 
are few challenges tougher- and few mor vital - than teaching our young people about the 
dangers of d~ Jim ta:ek~hat challe ge head-on, raising billions in private resources to do 
the job. AndJcigether, we're turning the ·de. )'hanks to Jim Burke, our families are healthier, 
our communities are safer, and our natio . is immeasurably stronger. 

Commander, please read the cit tion. 

Senator John Chafee 

In the fall of 1951, in the mou tains of North Korea, a young Marine made himself a 
promise: whatever he face · e uld strive to act just as his commander, John Chafee, 
would act. Captain Cha e set the st ndard or bravery, decency and integrity- not only in war 
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but in the distinguished career that would follow. He rose to become the Governor of Rhode 
Island and, seveR )'@~later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people ofhis state elected him 
to the U.S. Senate, where he would serve with distinction until his death nine months ago. 

. We miss him very much. Senator Chafee took on the tough issues - from health care to 
child care to, most of all, the environment- even whe~~d to take on his own party. John 
Chafee proved that politics can be an honorable profession. for him, civilit' meflfl:t mere tl::J.aH:T--­

, maru:l@rs; it was vital te th@ a@alth of et1r clemoeraey ftfl:cl the strength ef oyr aation'JHe embodied 
the decent center that puts progress, and the public interest, steadfastly above partisanship. 

Today, we offer this tribute to the man most people called Senator, but whose riflemen 
still proudly called Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here on John Chafee's behalf. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret. 

In March of 1999, as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed his army and olice on the people of 
Kosovo, General Wesley Clark was given: the first mission of its md ilita ~ 
directing the forces of a 19-nation alliance ofdetnoenteiert"o end a brutal campaign of ethnic 
cleansing. · The stakes w,ere monumental. Succes~ would save lives, strength~~~ ~ 
advance the cause of a Europe whole and free. Failure would leave much ofEtuove swa1+1 · m · 
a sea ofrefugees~nd the 20th sentury on a note ofhelpless indignation in the face of 
ativaH:biagevil. i-~ - · 

· Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, having played a vital role in ending the 
war in Bosnia:H:e summoned every ounce of his experience and expertise - as~trategist and 
statesmanras astYdsH:t eff!eliey and political philosophf.=to wage NATO's campaign in 
Kosovo. General Clark's forces prevailed. Gi~n '¢-ex:treme~igh-stakes assignment many 
military experts calle~Mission: Impossible," General Clark proudly declared.,"Mission: 
Accomplished." .-.. it-

Commander, please read the citation. 

Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. . ~ . · . 
~ . j:£56. 

~sa young~officer, William J. Crowe seemed to look ~very opportunity ilf'f,-,­
~nontraditional Navy career. He took leave to earn a Masters in Education. He passed 
up an invitation to join the nuclear submarine.program so he could earn a Ph.D. in politics at 
Princeton. A few years later, when Doctor Crowe found himself named Rear Admiral Crowe, 
·he was quite surprised. Only later did he learn that Admiral Zumwalt that year had ordered all 
naval promotion boards to consider "iconoclasts.:' 

·Admiral Crowe has always been an innovative, umraditiona~d independent thinker. 
He was the first Chairman of the Joint Chiefs with a mandate to promote greater serv~ 
cooperation, and the power to reshape th~';orrera1td~issions. of the :Armed 8ervie~ He used 

1-t.t " A~ 
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that power to become ~~uild;,;fan American military dm.or~ile and efficient 
for the global age. Fro airma~e Jeint Ghieflr~bassado~the Court of St. 'f'L,J-

James's, William Crowe 'has been-nrore thaft:the right leader for changing time~ ~as·--. / 
helped change the times- to enhance Arneribi'61;trength~dvance the efltlse OfPeace, andy-r, 
quicken the march of freedom. lltvr A . 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Marian Wright Edelman 

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of the greatest opera singers of all time. But it's 
the power and range of the voice of this Marian that brought Robert Kennedy to 
Mississippi .. .\hat helped organize t~or People's Campaign .. .lhat inspired Hillary and 

· thousands mo~e to join her through the years .. \that speaks for allbf America's children. 

\y( \ . 
Listen close to the voice ofMarian Wright Edelman and you will hear echoes of her 

f' 
mentors-the lanterns in her life: Martin Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer, Dr. Benjamin Mays, 
but, most of all, her parents who lived their faith and taught her that life is about giving back. 

That's just what Marian and her whole family have done. She is a tireless advocate, a 
driving force, a national voice of conscience for' young people. Like her namesak~Marian 
Wright Edelman's voice is strong and true: We are all children of God and we must protect all 
of our children. We must leave no child behind. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

John Kenneth Galbraith 

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth Galbraith is neither qis wit nor his intellect 
-those are the second and third thing~reSflSbtivel)r-The first thingls~~ght, which, like his 
passion for public service, is his father's legacy. "We [are] obliged," the elder Galbraith once 
told him, "because of our enormous size, to alter the world to our specifications." That is just 
what Professor Galbraith has done. From the lecture halls of Harvard to wartime Washington to 
his diplomatic post in India, he has altered our world .,-- making it better, nobler and more just. 

It's ironic that Professor Galbraith coined the term "conventional wisdom"- since he's 
spent his whole career challenging it. He has always suspected that President Kennedy sent him 
to India just to be free ofhis political advice and policy ideas. Actually, the President drew a lot 
from those ideas- as have generations of American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith 
writes with such· eloquence and clarity that his ideas are accessible to us all, helping us not just to 
understand the economy but also to remember that it is the provenance of more than a privileged. 
few. 

Commander, read the citation. 

--· Monsignor George G. Higgins 
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2HD. 
[JP] 

Reverend Jesse Jackson 

One of the benefits of a ceremony like this isthat I don't have to follow Jesse Jackson. 

But the truth is, America has followed Reverend Jackson-as he ~marched with Dr. 
King, walked the picket lines, and.ran for ~highest office ef the 1a:tit(, instilling hope and 
inspiring millions. ~ lttM'1e.to .. ' 

. ~ . ~ ~ 

From the streets of Watts .to e hollows of A. alachitt, Reve~end Jackson lnr1"walkefl the /..,. /1,.. 

:!:S~dom: ' , s +m S ec1al Envoy to Africa an ,_ · , s Ptf2 ~ 
1 ofRambow/PUSH....c,®al.~ ~ .· ~ee.t' · · ~ ·~ -w~~ .u -c::::= You know, when I think ofRainbow/PUSH, Hfiiflk oftwe thing~ Rainbow means we 
all have a place at the table. ''pusH'is what.LReverend .hteks~does when he thinks I'm not·~~ 
right. . ~ -tltt 

With his Wall Street Project, ~s· ~rging the nex~ frontier of freedo~conomic 
freedom;reminding us that when we li~it opportunities for some Americans, we limit the 
possibilities of all Americans. . . · 

Dr. King sai~uman progress never rolls on the wheels of inevitability, it comes from 
the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God." The cause of justice has no 

. greater co-worker than Reverend Jackson. It's hard to imagine how we could have come as far 
as a nation since the loss of Martin Luther King without the creative power, the keen intellect, 

......... " 
and the gentle heart of Reverend Jesse Jackson. 

I ,.-.... . ', 

And God is not done with him, yet. 

. Commander, please read the citation. 

Mildred "Millie" Jeffrey 

As a Catholic schoolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the stones of neighborhood bigots and. 
watched fea:rfnli;>as fieed~Klansm;en marched through town with a burning 'cross':-A.s a union 
organizer in Mississip i, Millie stood bravely. as vicious company men snapped bullwhiP,s at her 
feet. Clearly, didn't know whom they were up against. 

. w)~. 

You ~~Millie is as strong as she is humble. She worked ~ altet Reuther, · "\' · 
marched with Dr. Kirg,. and counseled the Kennedys -- influencing all in hl~ith her courage/~ 

·political insight, a.Wimll'lagging commitment to socialjustice. AHd~£,thers dropped out; Millie 
never lost faith in our democracy. · - ~ 
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. When she saw a need for more women in f't:thl;;;;;ffice, Millie started the National 
Women's Political Caucus. When she decided it was time for a woman Vice President, she 
sparked the effort to nominate Geraldine Ferraro. For countless women ~and a~ Millie /ke 
is an inspiratio~r}:).~ impact will be felt for generations. . · M ~ ~ ~ 

Appropriately, Millie credits her mother for her approach to life, and has passed it on to 
her own children. It is simply: "Love thy neighbor as thyself." In remembering this, we honor 
Millie and better realize America's promise.· 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Dr. Mathilde Krim 

Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew what AIDS was- and even fewer 
had the courage to speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first to grasp its terrible 
implications. But Dr. Krim was not content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others to 
establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research- raising awareness, raising millions for 
research, and raising the hopes of countless people bravely confronting this deadly disease. 

Despite some exciting, promising scientific breakthroughs, we know that the fight against 
AIDS is not yet won. And Dr. Krim reminds us. that we must not grow complacent. As she said 
recently: "We're about half-way on a long road." But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire, 
and her enduring compassion for .those in need, we now travel that road united, and determined 
to prevail. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

George McGovern 

His roots lie deep in the s·outh Dakota soil- anehor~in small-town farms and the faith 
of his father, a Methodist pastor. After six decades in public life, George McGovern still draws 
upon those teachings and traditions. And hemiWimparts them to the rest of.us, by the power of 
his example, the courage of his convictions, and. proud legacy of public service. l4h> . 

Long before he becall}t a Congressman, or a Senator, or a US Ambassador, George ·· 
McGovern became aa Ameriban-hero. His brave exploits in the skies above Europe earned him 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to him, the gratitude of the men he brought 
safely to ground. Returning home, he taught history- and then set out to make it himself, first 
winning a seat in Congress and then, a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program, one 
of the greatest achievements of the Kennedy yttilar~ ~-

l)etBY the time he ran for President in 1972, Senator McGovern was not only a l}e\O in war 
but a 11tal~ voice for peace in Vietnam. Hillary and I were honored to work on th.Weampaign. 
"Come home," he urged America, "to the conviction that we can move our country forward." In 
the decades since, that conviction has never wavered. Neither has his commitment to bring food 
to the hungry. Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, George 
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McGovern has pledged to feed half a billion of the world's ill fed. And if anyone can make that 
mission a success, it is the man from South Dakota. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

't;\ Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

On the wall of his Senate office are two framed magazine covers. One says: "Moynihan: 
The Conscience of a Neo-Conservati " other: "Moynihan, Neo-Liberal~ ~ever 
label is assign at Moynih knows who Pat Moynilian ~~'era day 
goes by when is not brilliantly, dynamically, uniquely himself. 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan is Hell's Kitchen and the London School of Economics. He is a 
sailor in uniform and a professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and a tough, blunt 
critic of social injustice. He is a man of ideas and a man of action. 

It is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat Moynihan served- and. survived­
four successive Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done so. He represented 
American interests in India and stood up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent 
him to the Senate in America's bicentennial year; and rarely, since the days of our Founders, 
have intellect and political instinct been so well balanced in one public figure. As Senator,~~­
quarter century of service, he has championed diversity Tand waged,- without relent, the war on ~ . 
poverty he helped to launch. 

VtAV{ ~ ~t.eiJ lA.fU}e 
~J:_ou to know that Pat Moynihan helped ctmeei'fe ~e Medal he receives today. 

President Keooedy charged him with that task. Andis the President decreed, the standard of 
achievement was set very high indeed. I know all A'illericans will agree that in the four decades 
since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by ITtau:y orders efmagnitu~ 

~~aU~~. 
Commander, please read the citation. 

Cruz Reynoso 

Cruz Reynoso is the son of Mexican immigrants who spent summers working with his 
family in the fields of the San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much that his 
elementary school classmates called him "el profe" ["pro-fay"]--the professor. Later, some told 
him to put aside his dreams of going to. college saying bluntly: "They will never let you." 

But with faith in himself and the values of our country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college 
and to law school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and led the pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program~ 1976, he was 
appointed Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals and h&ttltimate rose to become 
the first Latino to serve on the state's highest court. f'- · 

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, serving as Vice Chair of the U.S. · 
Civil Rights Commission, opening new doors for Latino lawyers and teaching a new generation 
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of stttd~he world of law. And not long ago, the__p~rson his graae scB.~classmates once 
called el prore was voted by #te"students ofUCb\itrt:he Professor of the Year. 

'J' k(;.:,· ~ 

Commander, please read the citation. · 

The Reverend Gardner Taylor 

In Romans 10:14, it is written: "And how shall they hear without a preacher?" 

Sometimes I think the Creator had that passage in mind the day Gardner Taylor was born, 
and once again- years later- when a terrible car accident convinced him to abandon law school 
and enter the ministry. 

The Reverend Taylor is called "the best preacher in America," and with good reason. His 
eloquence has inspired generations - helping us to see the hard challenges of life in the revealing 
light of scripture. As a mentor to Dr. King and a founder of the Progressive National Baptist · 
Convention, Reverend Taylor helped galvanize black churches across America in the struggle for 
civil rights. As a pastor at home in Brooklyn, he has worked hard to bridge the divides he sees -
racial, political or economic. · 

At the pulpit Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scriptures but from his soul. That 
is his God-given gift; and it is one he continues to share with the world. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Simon Wiesenthal 

"When hundreds of thousands were murdered, why was I allowed to live?" For more 
than half a century, Simon Wiesenthal has asked himselfthis question over and over again. 

To those who know his story- one of miraculous survival and a relentless pursuit of 
justice-: the answer is apparent. 

From the unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only a few voices survived() to bear 
witness, to speak the truth, and to honor the memory of the millions killed. · 

. . \,~~~~\~~it~ 
Only by~ing to these brave voices,-by eonifeHtiBg the human soul's tme depth;fcan 

we build a ~ bulwark of humanity against hatred and aang~rg~difference. . 

~ 
Although Mr. Wiesenthal could not be with us here today, I am struck by a" question he 

once posed: "How does one explain to a young person what freedom means when he has been 
born to freedom?" · 

~ "'~~ 
Answering this question is our responsibility, and our challenge. 
. A A 
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Commander, please read the citation. 

Conclusion TK 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMAMS AT MEDAL OF FREEDOM AWARD CEREMONY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
August 9, 2000 

, · Acknowledgments: I want to thank the First Lady for her remarks and to extend a very 
warm welcome to all of our guests at the White House today- to our honorees and their families; 
to members of the administration; Members of Congress; and other distinguished Americans. 

President Franklin Roosevelt, more than sixty years ago, said that "freedom cannot be 
bestowed; it must be achieved." I would add that from the founding of our nation, it has been the 
duty of each generation to achieve freedom anew; to expand it; to deepen its meaning. 

Today, we honor fifteen men and women who have done exactly that. It is my proud 
honor, on behalf of a proud nation, to award each ofthese Americans the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, our highest civilian honor. They have, in the words of our Constitution, "secured the 
blessings ofliberty" by acts of bravery, conscience, and creativity. I am grateful to all who are 
here today and those who are not. · · 

James Edward Burke 

When James Burke was just starting out in business, his boss called him into the office 
and told.him to shut the door. Jim had· made a mistake; and now, he thought, he was about to be 
fired. Instead, his boss congratulated him, saying his mistake meant he was making decisions, 
taking risks. 

Over the years, Jim's willingness to make the tough call in times of crisis- and to put the 
public interest above all else- has placed a higher premium on candor and corporate ci~izenship. 
In an age when many look only to the bottom line, Jim draws his values from a deeper well. ·. 

,· • I ' f 

Jim took a risk in becoming Chairman of the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. There 
are few challenges tougher- and few more vital - than teaching our young people about the 
dangers of drugs: Jim met that challenge head-on, raising billions in private resources. to do the 
job. And now, together, we're turning the tide. Thanks to Jim Burke, our families are healthier, 
our communities safer, and our nation immeasurably stronger. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Senator John Chafee 

In the fall of 1951, in the mountains of North Korea, a young Marine made himself a 
promise: whatever he faced in battle, he would strive to act just as his commander, John Chafee, 
would act. Captain Chafee set the standard for bravery, decency and integrity- not only in war 
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but in the distinguished career that would follow. He rose to become the Governor of Rhode 
Island and, later, Secretary of the Navy. In 1976, the people ofhis state elected him to the U.S. 
Senate, where he would serve with distinction until his death nine months ago. 

We miss him very much. Senator Chafee took on the tough issues ~-from health care to 
child care to, most of all, the environment- even when it meant he had to take on his own party. 
John Chafee proved that politics can be an honorable profession. He embodied the decent center 
that puts progress, and the public interest, steadfastly above partisanship. 

Today, we offer this tribute to the nian most people called Senator, but whose riflemen 
still proudly called Captain. His wonderful wife, Ginny, is here on John ~hafee's behalf. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

General Wesley Clark, USA, Ret. 

In March of 1999, as Slobodan Milosevic unleashed his army and police on the people of 
Kosovo, General Wesley Clark was given the first military mission of its kind: directing the 
forces of a 19-nation alliance to end a brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing. The stakes were' 
monumental. Success would save lives, strengtl;len NATO, and advance the cause ofa Europe 
whole and free. Failure would leave much of that continent awash in a seh of refugees; it would · 
erid the 20th Century on a note of helpless indignation in the face of evil. 

Wes Clark understood the perils of the Balkans, having played a vital rok in ending the 
war in Bosnia. He summoned every ounce of his experience and expertise- as strategist and 
statesman- to wage NATO's campaign in Kosovo. His forces prevailed .. Given an assignment 
many military experts called "Mission Impossible," General Clark proudly declared it "Mission 

·Accomplished." 
,. 

Commander, please _read the citation. 

Admiral William Crowe, USN, Ret. 

As a young officer, William Crowe seemed to seize every opportunity for a 
nontraditional Navy career. He took leave to earn a Masters in Education. He passed up an 
invitation to join the nuclear submarine program so he could earn a Ph.D. in politics at Princeton. 
A few years later, wl,len Doctor Crowe found h~msdfnamed Rear Admiral Crowe, he was quite 
surprised. Only later did he learn that Admiral Zumwalt that year had ordered all naval 
promotion boards to consider "iconoclasts." 

Admiral Crowe has always been an iru1ovative and independent thinker. He was the first 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs with amandate to promote greater cooperation among the Armed 
Services, along with:the power to reshape their respective roles and missions. He used that 
power to build a military more agile and efficient for the global age. From that chairmanship to 
his Ambassadorship at the Court of St. James's, William Crowe has been the right leader for 
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changing times. Even more, he himself has helped to change the times- to enhance our strength, 
advance the peace, and quicken the march of freedom. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Marian Wright Edelman 

Her namesake is Marian Anderson, one of the greatest opera singers of all time. But it's. 
the power and range of the voice of this Marian that brought Robert Kennedy to Mississippi ... 
that helped organize the Poor P~ople's Campaign ... that inspired Hillary and thousands more to 
join her through the years ... a voice that speaks for all our children. 

Listen closely to Marian Wright Edelman and you hear echoes of her mentors- Martin 
Luther King, Fannie Lou Hamer, Benjamin Mays- and, most of all, her parents who lived their 
faith and taught her that life is about giving something back. 

That's what Marian and her whole family have done. She is a tireless advocate, a driving 
force, a national voice of conscience for young people. Just like her namesake, Marian Wright 
Edelman's voice is strong and true: We are children of God and must protect all of our children. 
We must leave no child behind. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

John Kenneth Galbraith 

The first thing you notice about John Kenneth Galbraith is neither his wit nor his intellect 
-those are the second and third things, respectively. The first thing is his height, which, like his 
passion for public service, is his father's legacy. "We [are] obliged," the elder Galbraith once 
told him, "because of our enormous size, to alter the world to our specifications." That is just 
.what Professor Galbraith lias done. From the lecture halls ofHarvard to wartime Washington to 
his diplomatic post in India, he has altered our· world- making it better, .nobler and more just. 

It's ironic. that Professor GalBraith coined the term ·~conventional wisdom" -.since he's 
spent his whole career challenging it. He has always suspected that President Kennedy sent him 
to India just to be free of his political advice, and policy ideas .. Actually, the President drew a lot 
from those ideas - as have generations of American leaders and thinkers. Professor Galbraith 
writes with such eloquence and clarity that his ideas are accessible to us all, helping us not just to 
understand the economy but also to remember that it is the provenance of more than a privileged 
few. 

Commander, read the citation. 

Monsignor George G.·Higgins 

[JP] 
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Reverend Jesse Jackson · 

One ofthe benefits of a ceremony like this is that I don't have to follow Jesse Jackson. 

But the truth is, America has followed Reverend Jackson-as he has marched with Dr. 
King, walked the picket lines, and ran for the highest office of the land, instilling hope and 
inspiring millions. 

From the streets of Watts to the hollows of Appalachia, Reverend Jackson has walked the 
walk of freedom. I'm proud of his work as my Special Envoy to Africa and, of course, his 
leadership of Rainbow/PUSH. 

You know, when I think ofRainbow/PUSH, I think oftwo things. Rainbow means we 
all have a place at the table. PUSH is what Reverend Jackson does when he thinks I'm not doing 
right.· 

Withhis Wall_Street Project, he is forging the next frontier of freedom--economic 
freedom, reminding us that when we limit opportunities for some Americans, we limit the 
possibilities of all Americans .. 

Dr. King said "Human progress never rolls on the wheels of inevitability, it comes from 
the tireless efforts of those willing to be co-workers with God." The cause of justice has no 
greater co-worker than Reverend Jackson. It's hard to imagine how we could have come as far 
as a nation since the loss of Martin Luther King without the creative power, the keen intellect, 
and the gentle heart of Reverend Jesse Jackson. 

And God is not done with him, yet. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Mildred "Millie" Jeffrey 

As a Catholic schoolgirl, Mildred Jeffrey dodged the stones of neighborhood bigots and 
watched fearfully as hooded Klansmen marched through town with a burning cross. As a union 
organizer in Mississippi, Millie stood bravely as vicious company men snapped bullwhips at her 
feet. Clearly, those thugs didn't know whom they were up against. 

You see, Millie is as strong as she is humble. She worked alongside Walter Reuther, 
marched with Dr. King, ahd counseled the Kennedys -- influencing all in tum with her courage, 
political insight, and unflagging commitment to social justice. And as others dropped out, Millie 
never lost faith in our democracy. 

When she saw a need for more women in public office, Millie started the National 
Women's Political Caucus. When she decided it was time for a woman Vice President, she 
sparked the effort to nominate Geraldine Ferraro. For countless women here and abroad, Millie 
is an inspiration whose impact will be felt for generations. 
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Appropriately, Millie credits her mother for her approach to life, and has passed it on to 
her own children. It is simply: "Love thy neighbor as thyself." In remembering this, we honor 
Millie and better realize America's promise. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Dr. Mathilde Krim 

Nearly 20 years ago, very few researchers even knew what AIDS was- and· even fewer 
·had the courage to speak out about it. Dr. Mathilde Krim was one of the first to grasp its terrible 
· implications. But Dr. Krim was not content simply to raise the alarm. She marshaled others to 
establish the American Foundation for AIDS Research- raising awareness, raising millions for 
research, and raising the hopes of countless people bravely confronting this deadly disease. 

Despite some exciting, promising scientific breakthroughs, we know that the fight against 
AIDS is not yet won. And Dr. Krim reminds us that we must not grow complacent. As she said 
recently: "We're about half-way on a long road." But thanks to her vision, her ability to inspire, 
and her enduring compassion for those in need, we now travel that road united, and determined 
to prevail. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

George McGovern 

His roots lie deep in the South Dakota soil- anchored in small-town farms and the faith 
of his father, a Methodist pastor. After six decades in public life, George McGovern still draws 
upon those teachings and traditions. And he still imparts them to the rest of us, by the power of·· 
his example, the courage of his convictions, and a proud legacy of public service. 

Long before he became a Congressman, or a Senator, or a US Ambassador, George 
McGovern became an American hero. His brave exploits in the skies above Europe earned him 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and, more important to him, the gratitude of the men he brought 
safely to ground. Returning home, he taught history - and then set out to rriake it himself, first 
winning a seat in Congress and then, a few years later, creating the Food for Peace program, one 
of the greatest achievements of the Kennedy years. 

By the time he ran for President in 1972, Senator McGovern was not only a hero in war 
but a stalwart voice for peace in Vietnam. Hillary and I were honored to work on that campaign. 
"Come home," he urged America, "to the conviction that we can move our country forward." In 
the decades since, that conviction has never wavered. Neither has his commitm'(;:nt to bririg food 
to the hungry. Today, as our ambassador to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, George 
McGovern has pledged to feed half a billion of the world's ill fed .. And if anyone can make that 
mission a success, it is the man from South Dakota. 

Commander, please read the citation. 
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Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

On the wall ofhis Senate office are two framed magazine covers. One says: "Moynihan: 
The Conscience of a Neo-Conservative." The other: "Moynihan, Nee-Liberal." Well, whatever 
label is assigned to him this week, Pat Moynihan knows who Pat Moynihan is. And never a day 
goes by when he is not brilliantly, dynamically, uniquely himself. 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan is Hell's Kitchen and the London School of Economics. He is a 
sailor in uniform and a professor in tweeds. He is a subtle, sophisticated wit and a tough, blunt 
critic of social injustice. He is a man of ideas and a man of action. 

It is by this dazzling collection of qualities that Pat Moynihan served- and survived­
four successive Presidencies. He is the only American ever to have done so. He represented 
American interests in India and stood up for our ideals at the United Nations. New York sent 
him to the Senate in America's bicentennial-year; and rarely, since the days of our Founders, 
have intellect and political instinct been so well balanced in one public figure. As Senator, in a 
quarter century of service, he has championed diversity, and waged, without relent, the war on 
poverty he helped to launch. 

I want you to know that Pat Moynihan helped conceive of the Medal he receives today. 
President Kennedy charged him with that task. And as the President decreed, the standard of 
achievement was set very high indeed. I know all Americans will agree that in the four decades 
since, Senator Moynihan has exceeded that standard by many orders of magnitude. 

Commander, please read the citation. 

Cruz Reynoso 

Cruz Reynoso is tht; son of Mexican immigrants who spent summers working with his 
family in the fields of the San Joaquin Valley. As a child, he loved reading so much that his · 
elementary school classmates called him "el profe" ["pro-fay"]--the professor. Later, some told 
him to put aside his dreams of going to college saying bluntly: "They will never let you." 

But with faith in himself and the values of our country, Cruz Reynoso went on to college 
and to law school, never forgetting his roots. He worked for the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and led the pioneering California Rural Legal Assistance Program. In 1976, he was 
appointed Associate Justice of the California Court of Appeals and he ultimately rose to become 
the first Latino to serve on the state's highest court. 

Today he continues to labor in the fields of justice, serving as Vice Chair of the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission, opening new doors for Latino lawyers and teaching a new generation 
of students the world oflaw. And not long ago, the person his grade school classmates once 
called el profe was voted by the students of UCLA as the Professor of the Year. 

Commander, please read the citation. 
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.... 
The Reverend GardnerTaylor 

In Rorrian~ 1'0: 14,' ii' is written:'·"And how:shall they liear' without a preacher?" 

Sometimes I think the Creator had that passage in mind the day Gardner Taylor was born, 
and once again....:. years later -·when a terribl~ car accident convinced him to abandon law school 
and enter the ministry. · ; , · 

The Reverend Taylor is called "the best preacher irt. America;" and with ·good reason. His 
· eloquence has inspired generations - helping us to see the hard challenges of life in. the revealing 
light of scripture. As a mentor to Dr. King arid a founder of the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention, Reverend Taylor helped galvanize black churches across America in the struggle for 
civil rights .. As a pastor at home in·Brooklyn, he has worked hard to bridge the divides he sees­
racial, political or economic. 

At the pulpit Reverend Taylor speaks not just from the Scriptures but from his soul. That 
is his God-given gift; and it is one he continues to share with the world. · 

Command~r, please read the citation. 

Simo~ Wiesenthal 

"When hundreds of thousands were murdered, why was I allowed to.liv~?" For more 
than half a century, Simon Wiesenthal has asked himselfthis question over and over again. 

To those who know his story- one of miraculous survival and a relentless pursuit of 
justice- the answer is apparent. 

. From the unimaginable horrors of the Holocaust, only a few voices survived -- to bear 
witness, to speak the truth, and to honor the memory of the millions killed. 

Only by listening to these brave voices, by confronting the human soul's true depths, can 
we build a mighty bulwark of humanity against hatred and dangerous indifference. As Mr. 
Wiesenthal has said, there is no collective guilt, only individual responsibility. 

Although Mr. Wiesenthal could not be with us here today, I am struck by a question he 
once posed: "How does one explain to a young person what freedom means when he has been 
born to freedom?" 

Answering this question is our responsibility, and our challenge. 

Com,mander, please read the citation. 

Conclusion TK 
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