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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON-

December 23, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:  J.TERRY EDMONDS%

CC:

JOHN PODESTA .
MARIA ECHAVESTE
. DOUG SOSNIK
“"SANDY BERGER
SID BLUMENTHAL
LORETTA UCELLI
MELANNE VERVEER

- SUBJECT: . DRAFTS OF YOUR MILLENNIUM WEEKEND SPEECHES - |

.Enclosed are drafts of the remarks you will deliver during the Millennium celebration. These.
drafts reflect extensive consultations with Ellen Lovell, Doug 'Sosnik, Loretta Ucelli, Ann Lewis,
Melanne Verveer, Maureen Shea, Bishop Jane Dixon and Sidney Blumenthal. We also solicited

and received input from Bob Shrum on your Lincoln Memorial remarks.

December 31 — Remarks at the opening ceremony in downtown Washington, DC. Youwill
introduce the First Lady who will speak in more detail about the theme of the weekend and
the National Trme Capsule. : S

December 31 — Remarks to the children of the diplomatic corps at the 'International_ Trade
Center. These remarks will be delivered under separate cover from the NSC speechwriters.

December 31 —.White House Millennium Dinner toast.

December 31 — Millennium Gala at the Lincoln Memorial. Yonr major message‘ consists of
2-3 minute remarks around 11:33. This will be followed by shorter (45 sec) remarks just
before mrdmght and your participation in the ﬁnal countdown

' January 1- Radro/T V address.”

January 2- Prayer for the Millennium at National Cathedral

"Upon your review and comments, we w111 prepare ﬁnal remarks Thank you and Happy _

 Holidays.




Draft 12/23/99 5:00 pm
Sam Afridi

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
AMERICA’S MILLENNIUM OPENING CEREMONY
' WASHINGTON, DC
‘December 31, 1999
Acknowledgements: ~Mayor Williams; Robert Pinsky; Speaker Hastert; Senator Daschle;

all of you for joining the First Lady and me for this opening ceremony.

I want to thank the New Millennium Choir for their wonderful song “Rising Like the
Sun”. With your vitality and your voice, you are living proof that the light may be 'fading on the

20" century, but the sun is & rising on America.

Even though thls is an openmg ceremony what we celebrate d1dn t begm today—and it
- won’t end tomorrow Two years ago Hillary and I created the White House Mrllenmum Counc1l
“to help bring Americans together--to reflect on where we have been-as. e natlon—who we are—

what we want to be. In a word, to honor the past and imagine the future.

Since then, Hillary has hosted Millennir_rm' evenings at the White House with some of our -
nétion’s rrrost ’gifted scholars and artists. She has criss-crossed America to help save historical
treaSures—from Harriet Tubrnan"s home to Thomas Edison’s factory to Native Americen
.. pueblos. And thlS morrring, we not'only kick-off a weekend of celebrations—but a series of

events throughout the year to mark the new millennium.
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This is truly a unique moment in our calendaf--but itis also a unique moment forour -
country. Our economy is the strongest in generatlons Our social fabrlc is on the men We’re
: ' Qe

moving _forward on the remarkable Amerlcan Joumey towards a.-morcmnﬁcd-ﬁ&t-len a more just

society, a more perfect union. .

" There is no better momeit to reflect cin our, hopes and dreams and the gifts we want to
leave for the future. There is no better opportunity to open a new chapter of progress and
possibility for all our people. There is no better time to join hands and build the One America of

our dreams.

"As we honor the past, let us imagine that future. "

Now it is my privilege to present someone who has done more than anyone in our -
country to help us celebrate and appreciate thie dawn of the new millennium. Ladies and

Gentlemen, the First Lady of the Unifed States.

HEH



Draft 12/23/99 4:00pm
Lowell Weiss

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON ‘
TOAST REMARKS DURING MILLENNIUM “CREATORS DINNER”

THE WHITE HOUSE
December 31,1999

Lad1es and gentlemen good even1ng and welcome to the White House Tonight Iriseto
offer three’ brief toasts. The first is to you Iti is truly an honor to’ tum thls page in hlstory w1th all |

of you — for you have contributed so indelibly to the narrative of this American Century.

" The second toast is to my wife — for it is she who has inspired the nation to honor our past
-and irnagine our future as we welcome the new millennium. Over the past two years leading up
to this unforgettable night, no one has done moré to imbue this milestone with hational purpose —

and [ 'am deeply grateful.

The third toast is the most daunting — for [ am calledup?on to do justice to a thousand -
years of history in four minutes ... during dessert. In the State of the Union, I get a whole hour

to talk about a single year. Even then, 1 always run long.

Tonight, we are rising as a nation to the mountaintop of the millennium. Behind us we
can see the great expanses of the American eiiperienee. Before us lie vast frontiers of poss'ibility !
yet to explore.

Thisisa wonderful vahtage point for our nation — -and a remarkable time to be alive;. We
are endmg this 1,000 year sweep of history at-a moment of soaring optimism Never before has °

| Amenca had the combination of economic prospenty, soc1al progress, and national self-
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confidence, with the absence of internal crisis or an external threat. Never before have we had

such a blessed opportunity to build that “more perfect un'ion”_.of our founders dreams.

When our children’s children look back on the century we leave tonight, they will see that
this time of unlimited promise was not preordained. They will see that it was earned — by men
and women who, in the words of our great Poet Laureate '[Rober‘t Pinksy], did not “merely

celebrate our oldest ideals, like trophies under glass, [but kept] them bright with use.”

They will see that We earned this moment through the hard-won triumph of freedom.
From the beachheads of Normandy to the buses of Montgomery, patriots from all walks of life

have risen to advance the heroic march of human liberty.

The};, will see thét we earned thlS moment through the tfiMph of discovel_'z.' At the outset
of the century, not even the most far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted all the
rﬁifacles of science that hav'e'e'merged from ourilabs: Antibiotics and vé.ccines, silicon chips and
the Internef, microscbpes that envision the inﬁnitesﬁnal an;i telgscépcs that elucidate the infinite, |

the soon-to-be-complete blueprint for human life itself. - .

And they will see théﬁ we earned this xﬁomenf through the triumph of ‘cféativigz. For whgt :
was true of the ancient civilizations is just as ﬁue today: National m may spring from
economic and inilitary might, but national greatness emanates from enﬁobling contributions to

“the life of thé mind é.nd f_he soul of art. In this century, virtuosic Amefican artists of the pvage‘and
canvas, stége and screen have drawn from a ciivérse palette of c.‘ultu:ral Lradit-idns;_they have given

the world a great wealth of expressive, ingenious, and uniqucly Anierican forms.

2
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~ The new century and new millennium will bring' a cascade of new triumphs. Already we |
see new hope for. peace in lands bedeviled by ancient hatreds. We sée new technologies both
expanding andopening the storehouse of hu_man knowledge for- people across the globe.v We see '
scientists rapichy approaching the day when newborns can expect to live well'past 100 years and

children will know cancer only as a constellation of stars.

But by far my most solemn prayer for the new millennium is that we will find it in our
, hearts to keep growing -'together, asone _Meriea, as one people. Jl.lS'_[‘ look around you. Look at
the glowing diversity of race and baekground that ilAl.uminates’ America’s house on this historic
'mght hrankly, I have never seen such a vhnd 1llustratlon of what I have beheved all my life —

that the human spirit is distributed equally across the human landscape

I cannot help but think of how America is different —how h_islogz is different — because
" you were able to imagine, invent, and inspﬁire. By the same token, I‘ eannot help but dream of

how our future can be different if we can give M child in America th1s same chance to live up |
to his or her God-given potential. That is the future I hope every American will take a moment

to imagine’in‘ this millennial year. That is the future I pray we can all join tog‘ether to build.

¥ %k k



Draft 12/23/99 12:00pm

Jeff Shesol .
PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31, 1999

" Tonight we celebrate a change of centuries.

We celebrate the past — and close a chapter of America’s remarkable story. -

We celebrate the future — and the dawning of a new millennium that is now minutes

away.

i Tonight, from the summit of this American century; we survey the sweep of our history.

.We marvel at what has changed in the laSt hundred years,' and imagine what will change in the

next hundred - ahd the next thousand.

?W/

. 'We Amencans do not fear chafge we welcome it, we embrace 1t we create it. Yet on

~ this mght [am struck not only by what has changed but by what endures: our freedom, our falth
o

our ceaseless pllgrlmage toward the ideals of our Founders Ideals are timeless  things, “We hol
Ao hetrdiste stovy o ./ !
these truths to be self-ev1dent that all men are created equal” — th:.s-r-s-the-storyhefour-eenmgl. A

Lo,
Freedom’s open arms, embracing the tired, the poor, the huddled masses from every shore. . %‘

Freedom s steady advance across our own land, from thie schoolhouse doors to the ballot box to

~ the corridors of power. . . Freedom s rising tide across the globe, as more people, in more ?E%

5

places, secure the blessings of liberty. : s ‘



As generatrons of young Amerrcans have shown freedom s price is often high — and
freedom s work is never done. Our triumphs.over aggressron and oppressron summon us not to
rest but to strive on. And so we strive: because we know that America is more than a blessed
plot of earth; an eeonomy of unparalleled plenty; a great power among nations. Amerrca is all of
these things; but we know that most of all Amerrca is an 1dea a noble vision: of the essentral

worth of every human berng.

As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation’s birth, let us pledge that each
year brings us closer to this, our founding principle. Letus pledge that the new millennium will

bring, in the words of the Great Emancipator, “a new birth of freedom.”

And let us finally fulfill the dream of Martin Luther King, who stood and spoke on these
very steps exactly one century after Gettysburg As we ring in this new year, thrs new century, -
this new millennium, let us join hands and say — in the words of Dr Krng, in the words of the

American hymn, now and forever — “Let freedom -ring!”




[A4 pause will permit stations to break from coverage. Then:]

It is now my great pleasure to introduce the latest work by a man who has told, so very
powerfully, the stories of our times — our tragedies, our triumphs. Steven Spielberg has createda
short film — with a score by the modern master, John Williams — that will carry us tonight across |

the vast landscape of-the 20" Century, and ever nearer to the 215




Draft 12/23/99 6:35pm
Jeft Shesol-

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE LIGHTING OF THE WASHINGTON, MONUMENT
THE MILLENNIUM GALA-
THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31, 1999

We are moments from midnight. . . moments from the millennium.

During the Constltutlonal Conventlon Benjamm Frankhn was oftén seen lookmg ata
painting of a sun low on the horlzon When the Constitution was finally signed, Frankhn sald «“
~ IThave oﬁen wondered whether the sun was rlsmg or settmg. [Today] I have the happlness to
know it is a rising and not a s‘ettingi sun.”

.TWQ centuries later, as we begin another new day, we know that the sun will shirie
'bﬁghtly»for America. So céme, let us llight' the way: frofn é glorioIls, gliftering past to an even

brighter t'ombrrow_!




Draft 12/23/99 7:00 p m.
Glastrrs '

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
RADIO ADDRESS
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC
January 1, 2000
Good moming'and Happy New, Year—or should I say, Happy new millennium.
Last mght mllllons of Americans, and billions of others across the globe celebrated a

umque night in h1story We watched on telev1sron as mldmght broke across the globe,

first in As’ia, then in Europe, Africa, South America, and finally here in North Amerlca.

That people all 'over the planet could experieni:e the same events at the same time
would have been imnossible for anyone to imagine a thousand years ago, when Europe
was emerging from the Dark Ages, and there was little if any communication arnong the
great:civilizations of that day. Yet the growing inter-'connectedness of the world today is
more than ]ust a mark of how far we have come. Iti is, I believe, the key to understanding

where we are going, and what we must do, in the new millennium we have now entered

As a global economy and new technologies--like satellite commtmications and the
Internet--bind the world closer and closer together, our fate here ln Ameriea will
inevitably be tied to the fate of other nations and people around the world. Our
econornic prosperity will depend not just on our.own prodtletivity, but on the ability of
others abroad to buy our products. The quality of the air-we breath wrll depend not
solely on how well we control our pollutlon but how well other nations control theirs’.

Our national security.will depend' not jnst‘on having the strongest, best equipped, best-




trarned mrlrtary in the world It will also depend on our ab111ty to cooperate with our
allies to stop aggressron and ﬁght threats that know no borders such as terrorism and the
:spread of weapons of mass destructron.

To advance our interests and protect 'our values in this new, interconnected world,
- America clearly must remain engaged in the world. We must help shape events and not

be shaped by them.

But it is not just‘by our exertions abroad that we can shape the future of the world |

but by the example we set at home For in the new mlllenmum the eyes of the world will
- beon us The future w1ll happen first here in America—be it the latest technology,

" cultural trend, or solutlon to the next great challenge The nations of the world will be -

looking to us for leadership in meeting those challenges. ' ’

If we in Amerrca can extend prosperity to people and places in this country that
have not felt it, then perhaps the global economy can. brmg a better 11fe to the 1. 4 bllllon
people who live on live on _less than a dollar a day. Ifwe m‘Amenca Mrowde all our
children with a uvorld;class educationand gygggthed*g&&kdﬁde, then perhaps it will be
possible, in the not-too-distant future, for every child in the world to have a good |
educatlon And 1f we can build One Amerrca and make our d1ver31ty our greatest

strength in this more interconnected world, then perhaps other nations will see the

advantage of working to overcome their own ethnic and religious tensions.




We begln the 21% Century well p01sed to be that guiding llght Seldom in our
| hlstory, and never in my llfetlme has Amerlca en]oyed such a comblnatlon of widespread
€conomic success, secwbse-l-tdmtysand nat10nal self—conﬁdence w1thout an internal
crisis or overarching external threat. Never has the openness and dynamism of our society

been more emulated by other countries. Never have our deepest values--of freedom,

democracy, and opportunity—been more ascendant in the world.

Nearly fifty-five years ago, President Franklin Roosevelt said that “we cannot live
alone at peace that our own well belng is dependent on the well being of other natlons
far away,” and that we must be “citizens of the v_erld, members of the human -
community." His foresight is one of the reasons many of us consider Roosevelt to be the
greatest person of the 20" Century And I beheve his words w111 prove eveg ler in the

| . oY%y td
21% Century. With Americ lead, we can make this new century a time of

unprecedented peace, freedom, and prosperity for all the citizens of the world.

. - .
Thank you, and God bless America.




Draft 12/23/99 10:00am
" Terry Edmonds

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
PRAYER FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM
NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
JANUARY 2, 2000
Let us pray: Dear Lord: As we awaken to the morning of a new millennium, help us to

~ remember that all we are and all we do begins with you. For as Moses teaches us, “a thousand

years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.” [Psalm 90:4] '

And so it is ﬁttmg that we begin this new century and Jubllee year by offermg our
profound thanks for the d1v1ne light first revealed two thousand years ago that has brought us to
this .sacred place today. F1rst, I want to give thanks for the good health and strong faith that you
.have SO graciously showered upon me and my fannly It is by your hand that I have found ‘the
stre.ngth to be a servant, to the best of my ability, of your word, -your will, our preci'ous |

Constitution and the American people.

1 also want to thank you for your blessed and amazing grace. Through the darkest hours
of the-20th century: the shameful trauma of racial oppression.. .‘the pain and sacrifice of war
..the fear and deprivation of our Great Depression -- when all we coufd do was walk by
faith...it was your guldmg light that saw us through. And so, we meet thls new dawn with deep
and humble thanks for the tnumphant journey of our past and the even greater promise of our

future.




6ur prayer‘this lday, l)earb('}od is fora new century of hope for all the peoples of the
world. We pray That no child will know hunger or neglect or war. That we will honor and
protect th1s living earth — your precrous grft -- wh1ch is our common home That we will do all
~we can to release the burdens of those who are less fortunate That we will stand by those who

struggle to raise their famrlles in dignity. That our latest technologles and d1scover1es will lift up

your world and draw the human family closer together.

And .ﬁnally‘, as we Cross the threshold into this amazing new frontier, yvith its hold
: promise of answers to so many of our greatest Questlons, I pray that we will conquer hurnanity’s |
oldest and greatest challenge: how to oyercorne our fear of those who are different. -

Help us to honor our highest}spiritual values by living your word and livingup to the
founding promise of America - that all men [and women] are created equal. In Christianity it is |
expressed as loving thy neighbor as thyself. In Islarn we are lnstructed to “Do unto all men as |
. you wish to have done to you and reject for others what you would reject for yourself.” The
Talmud teaches us, “Should“anyone -turn aside‘ the right of the stranger, it is as though he were to ,

turn aside the right.of the most high God.”

My prayer is that i in this new century all of humankrnd will finally recognize our k1nsh1p
~as brothers and sisters in the sp1r1t and our Oneness as children of God. And so, dear God as we
| ' be'gin the second day of the third millennium, “Teach us to number our days, that we may apply

" our hearts unto wisdom.” [Psalm 90:12 ] Amen.
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S0. I‘nvocation ofa New Fra (short version)

~ Julian Bond - , . | .
We are here to celebrate the past and to invoke anew era. Daniel Webster said: “Let us

see whether we, in our time and generation, may not perform something worthy to be
remembered.” a B .

John Q lenn

. Carl Sagan wrote: ___This time will be considei-ed as significant and important as the
voyages of Columbus and Magellan.. _We are breaking the shackles that tie us to the
Earth.” ' ‘

Chief Oren Lions ' » ' . B
In 1854, Chief Seattle of the tribes of the Pacific Northwest said: "My words are like the
stars that never set...Men come and go like the waves of the sea...We may be brothers

" after all. We shall see.” - '

Aveg Brooks : ' '
Eleanor Roosevelt said America must be “strong not just in a military and econoinic way,

but in a spiritual and moral way. [Then] we can do the biggest job any nation has ever -
- had.” ' ' :

- Quincy Jones - , : :
Duke Ellington wrote: “We stirred in our shackles, and our unrest awakened justice. We
fought America’s wars, provided her labor, gave her her music, kept alive her flickering
conscience, and we have prodded her on toward democracy.” :

Kns Kristofferson -
Walt Whitman wrote:
“Pijoneers! O Pioneers...
. 'We cannot tarry here, -
We must march...
Moving yet, and never stopping”

tallah Shabazz . , .
In 1851, Sojourner Truth said: “If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to

turn the world upside down all alone, then women together ouglit to be able to turn it
back, and get it right side up again. And now that they are asking to do it, men better let
them.” ; : » . :

Elizabeth Taylor : : :
As we fight against AIDs and all the common enemies of humnanity, let us say with

President Dwight Eisenhower: “We pray.that the scourges of poverty, disease, and

ignorance will be made to disappear from the earth; and that in the goodness of time, all
~ peoples will come to live together in a peace guaranteed by the binding force of mutual

respect and love.” o S
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Pat Morita. S - B .
The historian Oscar Handlin said: “Once I thought to write a history of the immigrants in
America. Then I discovered that the immigrants were A;ne_rica.”» '

‘Lonnie Ali , | o -

Theodore Roosevelt said: “The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena --
who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions — and spends himself in a worthy -
cause.” : B '

.Hispanic Personalig : _ ' ' .
Cesar Chavez said: “Only by giving our lives do we find life; the truest act of courage is

to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally nonviolent struggle for justice.”

Bono ;

Ireland’s poet Seamus Heaney has written:
“So who were we to want to hang back there?
In spite of all, we sail beyond ourselves.”

Ethel Kennedy ‘ | o
My husband often quoted words that have a special meaning tonight:. “Some men see -
things as they are and say why. 1 dream things that never were and say why not.” .

Edward James Olmos : ) S '
Standing on the beaches of Normandy, Ronald Reagan said: “Men bled and died here for -
a few feet or inches of sand...We are the children of their sacrifice.” =

Rep. John Lewis . . : o
In the words of Johin F. Kennedy: “We love our country, not for what it was, though it

‘has always been great. We love our country for what it someday will be.”
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.Other Quotes
We pray that the scourges of poverty, disease, and ignorance will be made to disappear
from the earth: and that in the goodness of time, all peoples will come to live together in
a peace guaranteed by the binding force of mutual respect and love.” .
' ' Dwight D. Eisenhower

It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a great nation to
give...novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence.
' George Washington

What we need in the United States is not division; what we need in the United States is
not hatred; what we need in the United States is not violence or lawlessness but love and

wisdom, and compassion toward one another. , .
: Robert F. Kennedy

Let us develop the resources of our land, call forth its power, build up all its great
institutions and see whether we, in our time and generation, may not perform something
worthy to be remembered. - : : ' _ -
' . Daniel Webster

The Bunker Hill Monurnent Address, 1825

Once I thought to write a history of the imrnigrants in America. Then I discovered that
~ the immigrants were America. | o
| _ Oscar Handlin
Quote by John K Kennedy in 4 Nation of Immigrants

The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today. Let us move
forward with strong and active faith, . S
: ' Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Draft Jefferson Jackson Day Speech
(Roosevelt died before speech was delivered)

Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers.
" Pray for powers equal to your tasks. :
" Reverend Phillips Brooks

- Twenty Sermons -

No great cause is ever lost or ever won. I‘l)e battle must always be renewed:
’ - John Buchan
"‘Montrose, A History

" All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the
first one thousand days, nor in the life of this administration, nor even perhaps in our
lifetime on this planet. But let us begin. o ‘ | ‘

_ : John F. Kennedy
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Inaugural Speech ~ January 20, 1961

' We are a nation of communities...a brilliant diversity spread like stars, like a thousand
points of light in a broad and peaceful sky. » :
- : George Bush .
Acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention
In New Orleans, 18 August 1988

I cannot and will not cut my conscience to fit this year’s fashions
: : - Lillian Hellman
‘Letter to John S. Wood
19 May, 1952

Whoever degrade another, degrades me,

And whatever is done or said returns at last to me.

I speak the password primeval — '

I give the sign of democracy. :
o Walt Whitman
Song of Myself

The United States themselves are essentially the greatest poem... S
Here at last is something in the doings of man that corresponds with the broadcast doings
of the day and night. =~ ' : ’ B
' S Walt Whitman o
Preface to “Leaves of Grass™

* Thank God for all those today, few thiough their voices be, who bave not forgotten the
divine brotherhood of all men, white and black, rich and poor, fortinate and unfortunate.
W.E.B. Du Bois )
“Battle for Humanity”

‘We stirred in our shackles, and our unrest awakened justice. ~ :
We fought America’s wars, provided her labor, gave her music, kept alive her flickering ~
conscience, prodder her on toward the yet upachieved goal, democracy. '

: o Duke Ellington ~

We are alive and intelligeﬁt, we women, no less than men, and we must awaken to the’

essential realization that we are living beings, endowed with will, choice, comprehension, - -

and that every step in life must be our own initiative. . -
: : ' Margaret Sanger

The great storm that now sweeps humanity has swept us all with it, and our own fight
against discrimination has become part of the tremendous struggle for human freedom
upon this globe. - : '

' ' Pear] Buck

Wwvuo
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" we will hand on to our children a struggle, but a struggle that will give our nation the |
capacity to lead the world toward peace and righteousness and freedom.

Eleanor Roosevelt

I can see, in the distant and yet recognizable future, the outlines of a world worthy of our
dedication, our every risk, our every effort, our every sacrifice along the way., Yes,a
~ world that will redeem the suffering of those who will be liberated from tyranny...
‘ Senator Barry Goldwater.

It is my deepest belief that only by giving our lives do we find life. I am convinced that
 they truest act of courage is to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally nonviolent

struggle for justice. -

‘ Cesar Chavez

.'this time will be considered as significant and important as the time between, say, the
voyages of Columbus and the voyages of Magellan. e o
..its historical significance is immense because we are — or at least our machines are —
" breaking the shackles that tie us to the Earth. We're putting our toes in the cosmic ocean.
- ' S Carl Sagan .~

The forces of hate and violence must not be allowed to gain their victory, not just in our
society but in our hearts. We miust not respond to hate with more hate.
' ’ . Reverend Billy Grahatn
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648  RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL CONVENTION

"MADISON .

Monday September 17

Mr. King suggested that the Journals of the Convention .
should be either destroyed, or deposited in the custody of
the President. He thought if suffered to be made - public,
a bad use would be made of them by those who would wish
to prevent the adoption of the Constitution—" ‘

Mr Wilson prefered the’ second expedient. - he had at.
one time liked the first best; but as false suggestions may be
propagafed it should not be made impossible to contradict
them—

A question was then put on depositing the Journalfs and
other papers of the Convention in the hands of the President,
gl On which, .

: \36\/0 N— H— ay. Mtts ay. Ct. ay— N. J. ay. Pena. ay. Del.
il ay. Md.* no. Va. ay. N. C. ay—S. C. ay. Geo. ay. [Ayes
| Q&Uo; noes — 1.] ' ‘ : L
The President having asked what the Convention meant
should be done with the Journals &c, whether copies were
to be allowed to the members if applied for. It was Resolved
| nem: con: “that he retain the Journal and other papers, sub--
'\Qf'\’\];ect to the order of Congress, if ever formed under the Con-
titution.!! : o :
The members then proceeded to sign the instrument.
Whilst the last members were signing it Doctr. Franklin
looking towards the Presidents Chair, at the back of which
a rising sun happened to be painted, observed to a few mem-
bers near him, that Painters had found it difficult to distin-
guish in their art a rising from a setting sun. I have, said
he, often and often in the course of the Session, and the vicis-
situdes of my hopes and fears as to its issue, looked at that
behind the President without being able to tell whether it
was rising or setting: But now at length I have the happiness.
to know that it is a rising and not a setting Sun.
The Constitution being signed by all the Members except

-

- * This negative of Maryland was occasioned by the language of the instructions

ceedings of the Convention,

0 See further appendix A, CX, CXI, CCCXX. -
1 For the subsequent history of these papers, see Introduction.

to the Deputies of that State, which required them to report to the State, the pro-

RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL CONVENTION 649

Monday McHENRY September 17

Mr Randolph, Mr Mason, and Mr. Gerry who declined giv-
ing it the sanction of their names," the Convention dissolved
itself by an Adjournment sine die

(s The few alterations and corrections made in these .
debates which are not in my hand writing, were dictated by
me and made in my presence by John C. Payne.

James Madison)

McHENRY
Monday 17 Sepr. 1787.

 Read the engrossed constitution. Altered the represen-
tation in the house of representatives from 40 to thirty thou-
sand. o o o .
Dr. Franklin put a paper into Mr Willsons hand to read
containing his reasons for assenting to the constitution. It
was plain, insinuating persuasive —and in any event of the
system guarded the Doctor’s fame. '

Mr Randolp Mr Mason and Mr Gerry declined signing—
The other members signed— . '

Being opposed to many parts of the system Imake a remark
why I signed it and mean to support it.

1sly I distrust my own judgement, especially as it is opposite

_to the opinion of a majority of gentlemen whose abilities and

patriotism are of the first cast; and as I have had already fre-
quent occasions to be convinced that I have not always
judged right. o
" 2dly Alterations may be obtained, it being provided that -
the concurrence of 4 of the Congress may at any time intro-
duce them.

3dly Comparing the .inconveniences. and the evils which
we labor under and may experience from the present confedera-
tion, and the little good we can expect from it — with the pos-
sible evils and probable benefits and advantages promised

12 See above note 6, and Appendix A, CVIII, CX, CXXIV, CXXXVII, CLVI,-
CLXXXIX, CCXLII, CCXLIV, CCCLIX, CCCLXIIL




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 23, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:  J.TERRY EDMONDS%

CC: " JOHN PODESTA
* MARIA.ECHAVESTE
' DOUG SOSNIK
SANDY BERGER
SID BLUMENTHAL
LORETTA UCELLI
MELANNE VERVEER

SUBJECT: DRAFTS OF YOUR MILLENNIUM WEEKEND SPEECHES

Enclosed are drafts of the remarks you will deliver during the Millennium celebration. These
drafts reflect extensive consultations with Ellen Lovell, Doug Sosnik, Loretta Ucelli, Ann Lewis,
Melanne Verveer, Maureen Shea, Bishop Jane Dixon and Sidney Blumenthal. We also solicited
‘and received input from Bob Shrum on your Lincoln Memorial remarks. '

e December 31 — Remarks at the opening ceremdny in downtown Washington, DC. You will
introduce the First Lady who will speak in more detail about the theme of the weekend and

the National Time Capsul_e.

o December 31 — Remarks to the children of the diplomatic corps at the International Trade
' Center. These remarks will be delivered under separate cover from the NSC speechwriters.

e December 31 — White House Millennium Dinner toast.

e December 31 —Millennium Gala at the Lincoln Memorial. Your major message consists of
2-3 minute remarks around 11:33. This will be followed by shorter (45 sec) remarks just
before midnight and your participation in the final countdown.

e January 1 —Radio/TV address.

e January 2 — Prayer for the Millennium at National Cathedral

Upon your review and comments, we will prepare final remarks. Thank you and Happy
Holidays. : 3 ' ' |




Draft 12/23/99 5:00 pm
~Sam Afridi

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
AMERICA’S MILLENNIUM OPENING CEREMONY *
- WASHINGTON,DC ‘
" December 31, 1999

Acknowledgements: Mayor Williams; Robert Pinsky; Speaker Hasteft; Senator Daschle;

~allof you for jdining the First Lady and me for this opening ceremony.

I want to thank the New Millennium Choir for theif wonderful song “Rising Like the
- Sun”. With your vitality and your voice, you are living proof that the light may be fading on the

!
20" century, but the sun is still rising on America.

~ Even though this is an “opening ceremony”, what we celebrate didn’t begin today—and it
won’t end tomorrow. Two years ago, Hillary and I created the White House Millennium Council
to help bring Americans together--to reflect on where we have been as a nation—who we are—

what we want to be. Ina Word,-to honor the past and imagine the future.

Since then, Hillary lhas hoéted Millennium evenings at thé White House with some of our
nation’s most gifted scholars and artists. She has criss—croésed_ America to help save historical
treasures—from Harriet Tubman’s home to Thomas Edison’s factory to Native American
pueblos. And‘this morning, we not only kick—offé weekend of ce}ebraﬁons—but a series of

events throughout the year to mark the new millennium.




| -This isl truly a unique moment in our calendar;-but itvis also a unique morﬁént for our
country. Our economy 1s the strongest in generétions. Our ‘socia.l'fab'ric_ is on th'e>r.nend. We’re
moving forward on the ‘remarkable American joufney towards a more uhiﬁed nétiqn, a more just .
sdciety, a more perféct union. - |
S
There is no better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams and the gifts_ we want to

leave for the future.  There is no better opportunity to open a new chapter of progress and
pbssibility for all our people. There is no better time to join han‘ds. and'blvlild the One America of

our dreams.
As we honor the past, let us imagine that future.
Now it is my privilege to present someone who has done more than anyone in our
- country to help us celebrate and appreciate the dawn of the new millennium. Ladies and

Gentlemen, the First Lady of the United States.

H##




Draft 12/23/99 4:00pm
Lowell Weiss.

: PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
TOAST REMARKS DURING MILLENNIUM “CREATORS DINNER”
THE WHITE HOUSE
December 31, 1999

| Ladies and gentlemen good evening and welcome to the Whlte House. Tonight, I rise to
offer three brief toasts. The first is to you Itis truly an honor to turn this page in h1story w1th all

~ of you — for you have contributed so indelibly to the narrative of this American Century.

The second toast is to-my wife — for it is she who has inspired the nation to honor our past
and imagine our future as we welcomé the new millennium. Over the past two years leadihg up
to this unforgettable night, no one -has done more to imbue this milestone with national purpose —.

and I am deeply grateﬁil. ‘

The third toast is the most dauhting — for I am called upon to do justice to a thousand
years of -history in four minutes ... during dessert. In the State of the Union, I.get a whole hour

to talk about a single year. Even then, I always run long.

: Tonig_ht, we are rising as a nation to the mountaintop of the millennium. Behind us we
can see the great expanses of the American experience. Before us lie vast frontiers of possibility

yet to explore.

Thisis a wdnder_ful vantage point for our nation — and a remarkable time to be alive. WeE
are ending this 1,000 year sweep of history at a moment of soaring optimism. Never before has

America had the combination of economic prosperity, social progress, and national self-

1.




confidence, with the absence of internal crisis or an external threat. Never before have we had

such a blessed opportunity to build that “more perfect union” of our founders dreams.

When our children’s children look back on the century we leave tonight, they will see that. -
this time of unlimited promise was not preordained. They will see that it was earned — by men
“and women who, in the words of our great Poet Laur’eate [Robert Pinksy], did not “merely

celebraté our oldest ideals, like trophies under glass, [but kept] them bright with use.”

They will see thé_t we earned this moment through the hard-won triumph of fréedom.
From the beachheads of Normandy to the buses of Montgofnery, patriots from all walks of life

ha\‘/é risen to advance the heroic march of human liberty. .

Theyu will see that Qe ¢arned this mément throug’li the triumph of discovery. At the outset
of the century, not even the -n:rlost far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted all. thé |
miracles of science that have emerged from'ogr labs: - Antibiotics and vac.c_ines, sil{i.con éhips and -
| the Internet, microscopes that envisidri' the‘ infinitesimal aﬁd felescopes that e'lucidate tile infinite, :

the soon-to-be-complete blueprint for human life itself.

And they will see that we eafned this' moment through the tfiumpﬁ of creatjvity. For wh'a{
was true of the ancient civilizations 1s just as ltrixe today: National M'may spring from |
economic an'd militafy might,'but .natibnal greatﬁess e'man‘atves from en;iobling contributions to
the life of the rﬁind‘ énd the _squl of art. In this century; virtuosic American artists of the page and

canvas, stage and screen have drawn from a diverse palette of cultural traditions; they have given

the world a great wealth of expressive,,ingenious, and uniquely Amierican forms.

2 .




Thé. new century and new millehnium will briné a cascade of new friumphs. Already we
B see new hope for peace in lancis ‘b‘edevil’ed”by ancient hatrf;ds. We see new technologif:s both

exp?.nding and opening the storehouse of human knowle'dgf: for people ac'rolss the globe. We see :
scientisfé rapidly approaching the ciay wﬁen newbdr‘ris ca_ﬁ exbect to live well past 100 y‘ears and

 children will know cancer only as a constellation of stars.

But by far my most solemn prayer for the new millennium ié that we will find it in our
hearts to keep growing togethgr, a;c, one America, as éne people. Just lobk around ydu. Look at
the glowing diversity of race and backg;ouhd that illuminateé America’s house on this h-is;toric
night. Frankly, I have rieve_r seen such a vivid illust'rla'tion' of what I have believed éll my life —

that the human spirit is distributed equally across the human landscape. .

'I cannot help but think of how America is different - how history is different — because
you were able to imégine, invent, and inspire. By the'same token/ c;annot help but dream of
how our future can be different if we ca.nv give gv_erz child in 'Am'erica this. sgime cﬂance to live u'p'
to his or her God-given poteﬁtial. That is the future I hbpe every Arﬁerican-will take a rﬁomént

to imagine in this millennial yéar. That is the future I pray we can all join fogethér to build.




Draft 12/23/99 12:00pm
Jeff Shesol

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31, 1999 -

Tonight we celebrate a change of centuries.
We celebrate the past-— and close a chapter of America’s, re_markable stofy.

We celebrate the future — and the dawning of a new millennium that is now minutes

away.

Tonight, from the summit of this American century, we survey the sweep of our history.
We marvel at what has changed in the last hundred years, and imagine what will change in the

next hundred — and the next thousand.

We Americans do not fear change we welcome it, we embrace it, we create it. Yeton
thrs night I am struck not only by what has changed but by what endures: our freedom, our faith,
our ceaseless pi'lgrimage toward the ideals of our Founders. Ideals are timeless things. “We hold
these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal” — this is the story of our century
Freedom’s open arms, embracmg the t1red the poor, the huddled masses from every shore
Freedom’s steady advance across our own land, from the schoolhouse doors to'the ballot box to
the corridors of pcwer. . Freedorh’s risirrg tide across the globe, 'as more Iaeople, in more

places, secure the blessings of liberty.




As generations of young Americans have shown, freedom’s price is often high — and
freedom’s work is‘never,done. Our triumphs over aggression and oppreséién summon us nof to
rest but to -strive on. And so we strive: because w_é khow that America is more than a blessed
plét of qarth; én economy of unpéralleled plénty; a‘gfeat power among .nations. America ‘is all of
these things; but we know that, most of a}l, América is an idea — ‘a noble vision of the eslsential'-.

worth of every human being.

As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation’s birth, let us pledge that each
year brings us closer to this, our founding principle. Letus pledge that the new millennium»will

bring, in the words of the Great Emancipator, “a new birth of freedom.”

And let us finally fulfill the dream of Martin Luther King, who stood and spoke on these
very steps exactly one century after Gettysburg. As we ring in this new year, this new century,
this new millennium, let us join hands and say — in the words of Dr. King, in the words of the

'”

American hymn, now and forever — “Let freedom ring

[




i

[4 pause will permit stations to break from coverage. Then:]

It is now my great-pleasure to introduce the latest work by a man who has told, so very
powerfully, the stories of our times — our tragedies, our triumphs‘.' Steven Spielberg has created a
short film — with a score by the modern master, John Williams — that will carry us tonight across

the vast landscape of-the 20" Century, and ever nearer to the 21 E




Draft 12/23/99 6:35pm
Jeff Shesol

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE LIGHTING OF THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT
THE MILLENNIUM GALA
THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31,1999

" We are moments from midnight. . . moments from the millennium.

During the Constitutional Convention, Bénjamin Franklin was»of’ten seen looking at a
painting of a sun low on the horizon. .Whe'n the ConStjtution was finally signed, Franklin said, “
I have often wondered whether the sun was rising or Setting. [Today] I have the happiness to

o §
know it is a rising and not a setting sun,”

Two centuries later, as we begin another new day, we know that the sun will shine
- brightly for America. So come, let us light the way: from a glorious, glittering past to an even

brighter tomorrow!




Draft 12/23/99 7: 00 p.m.

Glastris
PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON

RADIO ADDRESS
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, DC
January 1, 2000
Good morning, and Haopy New Year—or should I say, Happy new millennium.
Last night, millions of Americans, and billions of others across the globe, celebrated a

unique night in h1story We watched on television as midnight broke across the globe,

first in Asia, then in Europe, Africa, South America, and ﬁnally here in North Amer1ca

That people all over the planet could experience the same events at the same time
would nave been impossible for anyone' to imagine a thousand years ago, when Europe
was emerging from the Dark Ages, and there was little if any communication among the

great civilizations of that day. Yet the grow1ng inter- connectedness of the world today is |
more than jilst a mark of how far we have come. It is, L belleve', the key _to understanding

where we are going, and what we must do, in the new millennium we have now entered.

Asa global economy and new technologies--like.s,atellite communications and the
intemet-;bind the world closer and closer together, ‘our fate here in America will -
inevitably be tied to the fate of other nations and people around the worlci. Our
' economic prosperity will depend not iust on our own productivity, ‘but on the ability of
others abroad to buy our products. The quality of the air we breath will depend not
- solely on how well we control our pollution, but how well other nations control theirs’.

Our national security will depend not just on having the strongest, best equipped, best-




trained military in the world. It will also ‘deper_id on our ability to cooperate with our
allies to stopaggression and fight threats that know no borders, such as terrorism and the

spread of weapons of mass destruction.

To advance our interests and protect our values in- thls new, 1nterconnected world,
America clearly must remaln engaged in the world We must help shape events and not

be shaped by them.

But itis not just by our exertions abroad that we can shape the future of the world,

but by the example we set at home. For in the new millennium, the eyes of the world will
be on us. The future will happen first here in America—be it the latest technology,
cultural trend, or solution to the neXt great challenge. The nations of the world will be

looking to us for leadership in meeting those challenges.

If we in America can extend prosperrty to people and places in this corlntry that
~ have vnot felt it,' therl perhaps the’global ecorromy-can bring a better life to .the 1.4 hillion
);')eople who live on live on less than a do.llar a day If we in America can provide ali ohr
: children with a world-elasseducation and close the digital dr\}ide, then perhaps it Will be
possible, in the not-too-distant future, tor every child in the worldf to have a good -
edueation; And if we can build One Arherica, arld make o.ur.diversity our greatest |
strength in this more, interc'onriected wbrld, then.perhaps other nations will see the :

advantage of working to overcome their.own ethnic and religious tensions.




We begin the 21* Century we_ll poised to be that guiding light. Selddm in our
history, and never in my lifetime, has Arherica enjoyed such a combihatiOn of widespread
' economic success, social solidarity, and national self-confidence, withdut an internal
crisis or overarching external threat Never has the openness and dynamism of our 5001ety !
-been more emulated by other couhtnes Never have our deepest values-—of freedom,

democracy, and opportunity—been more ascendant in the world.

' Nearly-ﬁfty-ﬁve years ago, President Franklin Roosevelt said that “we cannot live
alone at peace...that our own well being is dependent on the well being of other nations
far away,” a_nd that we must be “citizens of the world, members of the human
‘4 community." His foresight is one of the reasons many of us con_sidet Rdosevelt to be the -
‘greatest person of the 20 Century.. And I believe his words will ;teve even ttuer in the
2IStICentury. WithAmerica in the Alead, we can make this new eentury a time of

unprecedented peace, freedom, and prosperity for all the citizens of the world.

. Thank you, a_rid God bless America.




Draft 12/23/99 10:00am
Terry Edmonds

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
PRAYER FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM
 NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
JANUARY 2,2000

Let us pray: Dear Lord: As we awaken to the morning of a new millennium, help us to

' remember that all we are and all we do beglns with you For as Moses teaches us, “a thousand

years in thy 51ght are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the nlght ” [Psalm 90:4]

And so it is fitting that we begin this new century and Jubilee year by offering our
profound thanks for the divtne light first revealed two thousand years ago, that has brought us to
this sacred place today. First, I want to give thanks for the good health and strong faith that you
have so graciously showered upon me and my famlly It is by your hand that I have found the
strength to be a servant, to the best of my ab111ty, of your word, your w111 our precious |

Constitution and the American people.

I also want to thank you for your blessed and amazing grace. Through the darkest hours

| of the 20" century: the shameful trauma of racial oppression. ..the pain and sacrifice of war

...the fear and deprivation of our Great Depression -- when all we could do was walk by

 faith...it was your guiding light that saw us through. And so, we meet this new davyn with deep

and humble thanks for the triumphant journey of our past and the even greater promise of our

. future.




| Our prayer this day, Dear God, is for la new ceritury of hope for aﬂ the peoples of the
world We pray: That no child will know hunger or neglect or war. That we w1ll honor and
protect this 11v1ng earth — your pre01ous glft -- whlch is our common home That we will do all
we can to release the burdens of those who are less fortunate That we will stand by those who
struggle to raise the'rr families in dignity. That our latest technologies and discoveries W111 lift up

~ your world and draw the human family closer.together.

And finally, as we cross the threshold into this amazing new frontier, with its bold
promise of answers to so.many of our greatest questions, [ pray that we will conquer humanity’s

oldest and greatest challenge: how to overcome our fear of those who are different.

‘Help us to honor our highest spiritual values by living your Word and living up to the
founding promise of America — that all men [and women] are ‘created equal. In Christianity itis .
expressed as loving thy neighbor as thyselt. In Islam we are instructed to “Do unto all men as
~you wish to have done to you and reject for others what you would reject for yourself.” Thev-
Talmud teaches us, “Should anyone turn aside the right of the stranger, it is as though- he vt/ere to

turn aside the right of the most high God.”

My prayer is that in thls new century all of humankmd w1ll finally recognlze our k1nsh1p
‘as brothers and 51sters in the sp1r1t and our Oneness as children of God. And so, dear God, as we »
. begin the second day of the third ‘millennium, “Teach us to number our days, that we may apply

our hearts unto wisdom.” [Psalm 90:12 ] Amen.




Draft 12/22/99 1:30pm

Jeff Shesol
PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31, 1999

Tonight we celehrate two centu'ries.-
We celebrate the Eait century — and write an ending toa remarkable story.
We celebrate the new Icentury —and mark a new beginning that is noW minutes away.
_ Tonlght from the summit of this American century, we survey the great sweep of history.

We marvel at what has changed in the past hundred years, and 1mag1ne what will change in the
next hundred — even the next thousand. :

80 On th1s

nlght I am struck less by wat has changed than by what endures our freedom, our faith, our -
dedication to fulfilling the dreams of our Founders. These are timeless things. CAnd though the

@dar carries us ever forward from the birth-of our nation, we hope that each year brings us

Joser to our founding principle is hag'been the story of our times — of sslowbut
steady march-around a world th4t has seen much strife, much suffering, at tmm—] Joo Mw
! who would deny their peopl the bless1ngs of liberty.
/EE} ¢l Nl v jajuistile) .
Freedom’s griumyph over tyrann does not mean our work is done. Let us pledge that the
new millennium bri?gs in the words of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, “a new birth of freedom.”
|

Let us dedicate oursélves to that. Andletus finally fulfill the dream of another great American, “
“Dr. Martin Luther, /King, who stood on these steps exactly one century after Lincoln’s speech. As
y

we ring in a new/year, a new century, a new millennium, let us join hands-and say — 1n the words
of Dr. Klng, inthe words of the old American hymnal “Let freedom rlng"]/




- Sunday, January 17, ‘193
President-Elect Bill Clinton and Vice President-Elect Albert Gore:

Call for Reunion
Transc;ipt ID: 911131 (110 lines)

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT-ELECT BILL CLINTON AND
- VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT ALBERT GORE
AT THE "CALL FOR REUNION"

LINCOLN MEMORIAL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, ,1993

VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT GORE: We starid on sacred ground. In front of us
rise symbols of America: the Washington Monument and the Capitol. Behind
us on a marble wall is carved a promise we have made to ourselves, that _
this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom and that government
of the people, by the people'and for the people shall not perish from the
earth.

When Lincoln spoke at Gettysburg on a cold afternoon in 1863, the
American experiment was in doubt. On the edge of a battlefield being
consecrated as a resting place for the dead, he said "It is for us the
living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who
fought there have thus far so nobly advanced." '

E ‘ el 0 §7

One hundred years later in 1963, the Reverend Martin Lutler King, Jr.,
stood here and spoke of more (UREIATSHEA™WSTKY? "I have a dream,” he said,
"that this nation will rise up and live out,kthe true meaning of its creed:
We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal."

Every generation must dedicate itself anew to the unfinished work of
those who have gone before. To the dream that shines before us like a
pillar of fire, America's work is always unfinished. Now we stand on this’
sacred ground in 1993, a new generation of American leaders, heirs to all
those in the grand procession of our history stretching behind us to the
silences of time. : ” '

We pledge ourselves here to the unfinished work that lies before us
all. To our children, to a government by and for the people, and to the
true meaning of our dreams. This is the time for healing and unity before
we lay hands on the hard work to be done. A time to nourish the American
spirit, renew our faith, and commit ourselves to the future we will dream
and build and live together.

It is now my privilege as we remember our past and celebrate our
future to introduce a man who honors both, a man who brings hope and
inspires us to believe in what we can.accomplish together. Ladies and



gentlemen, it is my honor to. introduce to you our next pres1dent Bill
Clinton. (Applause/cheers/anfare ) :

PRESIDENT-ELECT CLINTON: . Thank. you. Let me begin by saying on behalf
of all of us how very grateful we are to these people who put on such a
magnificent program tonight. Let's give them all a big hand.
(Applause/cheers.) ’

We come here today to reclaim our country for the American people, to.
celebrate not a victory of party: or persons but: the common ground we call
America.

Our day started at Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, who
enshrined our rights of freedom and equality. Now we come to this hallowed
place, our first stop in this capital city to honor Abraham Lincoln who
gave new life to Jefferson's American promise that we are all created free
and equal and who then gave his own life to preserve the union that made
those rlghts real in the lives of all of us.

Our founders wisely selected as our motto "E pluribus unum," "Out of
many, one." And Lincoln said that a house divided against itself cannot
stand. ' '

Our history is clear proof that out of diversity can ¢ome strength and
a deeper unity rooted in the virtues of respect and love and humility.
This is the lesson the world has still not learned as we see today so
painfully in Bosnia, Somalia, Iraqg, and elsewhere. And sadly, it is a
lesson which we, the world's oldest and greatest democracy, have yet to
perfect amidst our own differences and the challenges of this time.

Examples abound.  We al know them. Too often each of fail to feel one
. another's pain or see one another' S promlse And too seldom do we move to
build bridges over troubled waters.

Here at the feet of Mr. Lincoln, let us renew our pledge to the
reunion of America in our time, a union not just in law, but in (fact?), a
union not simply not phy51cal but also splrltual

Let us build an American home for the 21st century where everyone has
a place at the table and not a single child is left behind.
(Cheers/applause. )

In this world and the world of tomorrow, we ust go forward together
or not at all. My fellow Americans, I ask you tonight to reach out beyond
the forces that divide us. In the difficult days ahead, we must reach
beyond those forces and we must remember the words with which Abraham _
Lincoln in this city in 1861 closed his first inaugural: "We are not ' -
enemies but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have
strained, it must never break our bonds of affection. The mystic cords of
memory, stretching from every battlefield and patiot grave to every living
heart and heart stone all over this broad,land will yet swell the chorus of
the union, when again touched as surely they will be by the better angels
our nature. .



Our American Reunion is about the better angels of our nature. May
they govern all of us in the days ahead. And may we begin at the end of
this program by all of us waling across ‘the Memorial Brldge just behind us
to ring the bells of hope. :

Thank you and God bless you_all._ (Cheers/applause )
END



LINCOLN QUOTES AND EXCERPTS

"...That this nation, under God, ‘sh'a]] have@new birthof freedom, and that Government ef the
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth."
-Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863

“Let us have faith that Right makes Might, and 1 in that falth let us, to the end, dare to do our duty
as we understand it.” —Address at Cooper Institute

“T walk slowly, but I never walk backward.”

“Our defense is the preservatlon of the spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men, in all
lands, every where.” ~Edwardsville, Illinois, September 11, 1858

“The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time.”
“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history.”

“This is essentially a people’s contest. . .. It is a struggle for maintaining in the world that form
and substance of government whose ]eadmg object is to elevate the condition of men—to lift -

artificial weights from all shoulders—to clear the paths of laudable pursuit for all—to afford all
an unfettered start, and a fair chance, in the race of life.” —-Message to Congress in Spec1al
Session, July 4, 1861

“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history. We will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No
personal significance or insignificance can spare one or another of us. We—even we here—hold
the power, and bear the responsibility. We shall nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best hope of
earth. Other means may succeed; this could not fail. The way is plain—peaceful, generous,
just—a way which, if followed, the world will forever applaud, and God must forever bless.”
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA
THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31, 1999

Tonight we celebrate'a change of centuries.
We celebrate the past — and close a chapter of America’s remarkable story.

We celebrate the future — and the dawning of a new millennium that is now minutes
away.

‘Tonight, from the summit of this American céntury, we survey the sweep of our history.
We marvel at what has changed in the last hundred years, and imagine what will change in the

next hundred — and the next thousand.

We Americans do not fear change; we welcom@ ft, we embraqe it, we create it. - Yet on
this night I am struck not only by what has changed but by what endures: our freedom, our faith,
our céaseless pilgrimage .toward the ideals of our Founders. Ideals are timeless things. “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal” — this is the story of our century.
Freedom’s open arms, embracing the tifed, the poor, the huddled masses from every shore. .. .
| Freedom’s steady advancé across our own land, from the schdqlhouse doors to the ballot box té
the corridors of power. . . Freedom’s rising tide across the globe, as more people, in more .

places, secure the blessings of liberty.



As generatiOﬂs of young Americans have shown, freedom’s price is often high — and |
freedom’s work is never done. Our triumphs over aggression and oppression summon us not to
rest but to strive on. And so we strive: bbecause we know that America is more than a blessed
plot.of earth; an economy of unparalleled plenty; a great bower amdng nations. America is.‘ all of
these thiﬁgs; but we know that, most of all, America is an iciga — a noble vision of the essential

worth of every human being.

As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation’s birth, let us pledge that each
year brings us closér to this, our founding principle. Let us pledge that the new millennium will

" bring, in the words of the Great Emancipator, “a new birth of freedom.”

And let us finally fulfill the dream of Martin Luther King, who stood and spoke on these
véry steps exactly one century after Gettysburg. As we ring in this new year, this new century,
this new millennium, let us join hands and say — in the words of Dr. King, in the words of the

American hymn, now and forever — “Let freedom ring!”




" “[A-pause will permit stations to break from qoverag’é. T ken:‘]

It isvr.low my great pleasureA td'intrOduce‘;[h‘e latest Wérk by aj rﬁan who has told, so very
poWerfully, the»'st‘o'r‘ie.s of our times ~ oﬁf tragedies, oﬁr triumphs. Steven Spielberg has create-\cl a
short film —'With:.a score.b‘y the moder_n master, John Williémé - that will cé}fry us .tohiglllt across
}t‘hc vast larllds‘cape of ‘the 20" Century, and ever riéarer to :[he’ ZISt.

o
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA
THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL
December 31, 1999
We are moments from midnight. . . moments from the millennium.

With the heip of these childfen, the sons and daughters of America, let us light the way:

from a glorious, glittering past to an even brighter tomorrow!




Moby Thesaurus : http://elza.lpi.ac.ru/cgi-bin/mth?bright

T he Moby Thesaurus

bright:

Leibnizian, Saturnian, adroit, advanced, agile, aglow, alert, alight, alive, animate, animated, apt, astute,
attentive, auspicious, awake, balmy, beaming, bedazzling, benign, benignant, blazing, bleached,

. blinding, blithe, blithesome, blooming, brainy, brave, bright and shining, bright and sunny, bright-hued,
brilliant, burning, burnished, cant, charismatic, cheerful, cheery, chiliastic, clean, cleanly, clear, clever,
cloudless, colorful, colory, conceptive, conceptual, coruscating, couleur de rose, dainty, dazzling,
deep-colored, devastating, dexter, dexterous, dirt-free, discursive, distinguished, divine, docile, educable,
effulgent, elated eupeptic, euphoric exalted, exhilarated, exotic, exuberant, facile, fair, fastidious,
favorable, favoring, flamboyant, flaming, flashing, fluorescent flushed formable, fortunate, fresh
fulgent, fulgid full of promise, garish, gay, gay-colored, genial, gifted, glad, gladsome glamorous
glaring, glary, gleaming, glistening, glittering, glorious, glossy, glowing, golden, good, gorgeous,
halcyon, happy, harmless, heavenly, high, high-colored, hopeful, ideational, illuminated, illustrious,
immaculate, impressionable, in good spirits, in high spirits, incandescent, ingenious, instructable,
intellectual, intelligent, intense, inviolate, irrepressible, keen, keen-witted, killing, knowing, kosher,
lambent, laughing, light, lighted, lively, lucent, lucid, lucky, luminous, lustrous, magic, magnificent,
malleable, mild, millenarian, millennialistic, mint, moldable, motivated, nimble, nimble-witted, no
dumbbell, noetic, nonpolluted, not born yesterday, not so dumb, numinous, of cleanly habits, of good
cheer, of good omen, of happy portent, of promise, on the, on the alert, on the ball, on the job,
optimistic, outstanding, perfectibilitarian, perfectionist, plastic pleasant pliable, pollshed precocious,
pristine, promising, prompt, propitious, prosperous, pure, qui vive, quick, quick- thinking, quick-witted,
radiant, rational, raving, ravishing, ready, reasonable, receptive, refulgent resplendent, riant, rich,
rich-colored, ripe for instruction, ritually pure, rose-colored, roseate, rosy, sane, sanguine, sanguineous,
scatheless, schoolable, scintillating, sensible, sharp, sharp—witted, shimmering, shining, shiny, sleepless,
smart, smiling, smut-free, smutless, sophic, sparkling, spirited, splendent, splendid, splendorous,
splendrous, spotless, sprightly, stainless, steel-trap, strong-minded, stunning, sublime, sunny, sunshiny,
susceptible, sweet, tahar, talented, teachable, thirsty for knowledge, trainable, tubbed, unadulterated,
unbesmirched, unblemished, unblinking, unblotted, unbroken, unbruised, unclouded, undamaged,

- undefaced, undefiled, undeformed, undemolished, understanding, undestroyed, undimmed, unfaded,
unharmed, unhurt, unimpaired, uninjured, unmaimed, unmangled, unmarked, unmarred, unmuddied,
unnodding, unpolluted, unscarred, unscathed, unscratched, unshattered, unsleeping, unsmirched,
unsmudged, unsoiled, unspoiled, unspotted, unstained, unsullied, untainted, untarnished, untorn,
untouched, unwinking, unwithered, unworn, upbeat, utopian, virgin, vivacious, vivid, wakeful,
well-scrubbed, well-washed, white, whitened, wide-awake, willing, winsome, witty
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America (My Country, "Tis of Thee) -

1 of 1

http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh697.st

HymnSite.com Home'
Play a random hymn

- 697. America (My Country, *Tis of Thee)

Text: Samuel F. Smith, 1808-1895 -
Music: Thesaurus Musicus —_—
Tune: AMERICA Meter: 664.6664

1. My country,’ tis of thee, :
sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; ~
land wheére my fathers died; . : :1 . : /

land of the pilgrims’ pride,

from every mountainside: let freedom ring! .
2. My native country, thee, Ef§;z-_——_—————

land of the noble free, thy name I love;

I love thy rocks and rills,

thy woods and templed hills;

my heart with rapture thrills, like that aboVe.

3. Let music swell the breeze,
and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song;
let mortal tongues awake; :
let all that breathe partake;
let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong.

4. . Our fathers’ God, to thee,

' author of liberty, to thee we sing; .
long may.our land be bright
with freedom’s holy light; = e
protect us by thy might, great. God,” our-King.

Links for downloading: |
Text file
MIDI file

12/21/1999 6:13 PM




" Robert]. Samuelson

Century of Freedom

What 20th-century development most altered
the human condition? There is no shortage of
‘candidates: the automobile, antibiotics, the air-
plane, computers, contraceptives, radio and tele-
vision, to name a few. But surely the largest ad-
vance in human well-being involves the explosion
of freedom. In a century scarred by gulags, con-

centration camps and secret-police terror, free-

dom is now ‘spreading to an expanding swath of
humanity. It is not only growing but also chang-
ing—becoming more ambitious and ambigu-
ous—in ways that might, perversely, spawn dis-
appointment and disorder in the new century.

In 1900 this was unimaginable. “Freedom in
the modern sense [then] existed only for the up-
per crust,” says political 'sociologist Seymour
Martin Lipset. of George Mason University.

There were exceptions—America certainly, but -

.even its freedom was curtailed. In 1900 women
could vote in only four western states. Not until
the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920
could all women vote. In the South, a web of laws

prevented black Americans from voting. It took'

the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to change that.
Elsewhere the picture was bleaker. In 1900 em-

pires dotted the world. The British Empire con,
tained roughly 400 million people, about a quar-'
ter of the world's population. Lesser empires.

were still enormous: the Austro-Hungarian, the
Ottoman; the French and others. Human sub-
jugation was the rule, not the exception.
Consider the situation now. In 1999 Freedom
House—a watchdog group based in Washing-

ton—classified as “free” 88 of the world’s 191

countries, with 2.4 billion people or about 40 per-
cent of the total. These nations enjoyed free elec-

timme amd tbraditinnmal ~iarl mahte Af cnoarh rall

also evolved, especially in the United States. The
freedom that Americans expect as they enter the
21st century i$ not the same as 'the freedom they
expected as they entered the 20th.

Traditional freedom historically meant libera-

tion from oppression. But now freedom in-
creasingly involves “self-realization.” People
need, it's argued, to be freed from whatever pre-
vents them from becoming whoever they want to
be. There’s a drift toward “positive liberty” that
emphasizes “the things that government ought to
do for us,” says sociologist Alan Wolfe of Boston

. College. This newer freedom blends into individ- -

ual “rights” (for women, minorities, the disa-

bled) and “entitlements” (for health care, educa-

tion and income support) deemed essentxal for
self-realization.

The broader freedom is not just Amencan Ina
new book, “Development as Freedom,” the No-
bel-Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen argues
that “the expansion of freedom is both the prima-
ry end and . . . principal means of development”
in poorer countries. But Sen's freedom eclipses

the classic political and economic freedoms. It in-.

cludes “social opportunities” (expanded educa-

tion and health care) “transparency guarantees” -

(a lack of corruption) and more “entitlements”
(to ensure basic decency and prevent “abject mis-
ery”). Indeed, it seems to include almost any-
thing that might advance human well-being.

In some ways, freedom’s explosion connects
the century’s two great constants: war and eco-
nomic progress. Deaths in World War I and
World War II.are crudely reckoned at 10 million

and as many as 60 million, respectively. But these

vast tragedies ultimately paid some dividends for

Antmmnn nonnla hanatica thawr Arnamead aalanlal

travel and health care—has risen 14 to 15 times,
estimates economist Angus Maddison for the Or-
ganization for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment in-Paris. As nations grew wealthier, tra-
ditional freedom wasn’'t ‘enough. People

ascended what psychologist Abraham Maslow .
" called the human hierarchy of needs—irom food
and shelter to self-esteem and spiritual needs,

such as justice and beauty. People could not (it

was sald) be “free” without reallzmg these larger .

yearnings.'

- Fréedom’s fate in the next century is fragxle in -

“part because the very notion is now so.ill-defined.
Classic freedom—coupling the opportunity for
success with the danger of failure—hardly en-

sures personal fuifiliment or social order. “On the -
“one hand, you're told you're free,” says Lipset.
_“But on the other, you're a potential loser. And if

you lose, you don’t feel free.” The traditional free-
doms of belief and lifestyle also require, if they
are -not to foster anarchy, tolerance and self-

, restraint.

But at least traditiona! freedom is universal.
'Everyone can, in theory, enjoy the freedoms of

" speech, religion, assembly and property. This

sort of freedom promises the absence of coer-

" cion. By contrast, the new freedoms of individual

“rights” and “entitlements” are increasingly ex-
clusive, can involve social competition for bene-
fits and may mean the subtle (or not so subtle)
coercion of one group by another—all tending to
weaken a sense of community. The “rights” of

women, gays and the disabled cannot be directly

enjoyed by men, straights or the nondisabled. Fi-
nancing entitlements means taxes—a form of
collectlve coercxon—by which taxpayers sub-

Lo~



Cleaning | the Air

A [TH TIME running out, and with
g little hope of getting big legislative
; projects through Congress, President

Clinton is trying to build an environmental
legacy. He has already taken steps to reduce

water pollution and to protect federal lands
from commercial development. Yesterday he
issued ambitious new rules on air pollution. In
so doing he took on an adversary that some list
among the great public menaces of our times:

the sport-utility vehicle.

' There is no doubt that cleaner air makes for
better health; even the auto makers and oil
refiners, who will bear the brunt of the new
regulations, freely concede that. The question,
as with all regulations, is whether the benefits

-are big enough to justify the costs. The answer
appears to be yes, though cost-benefit ana]ysxs
is never an exact science.

_. The administration proposes to cleanse air in
two ways. First, it demands that better catalytic

. converters be fitted to the tailpipes of cars

and—more notably—to SUVs, light trucks and

mini-vans, which together account for fully half .

of new vehicle sales. Both the administration
and the car makers say this will raise the cost of
the average. car by less.than $100; trucks and
SUVs, which have: hitherto been subject to lax

standards, will cost between $20Q and $350
extra. Second, the administration orders oil
refiners to reduce the sulphur -content of
gasoline by about 90 percent. It claims this will
boost pump prices by two cents per gallon; the
refiners say three to five cents.

The total cost of the new rules may come to
between $5 billion and $8 billion a year,
depending on whether you believe the admin-
istration or the industry. Either way, that is
considerably less than the financial benefits
that cleaner air promises. The administration
puts those at around $25 billion a year, a
number that reflects the production of work-
ers who currently die prematurely because of
pollution, as well as savings from reduced
medical costs and work absences. Even if the

~ actual savings turn out to be just a third of the

administration’s number, the regulations will
have paid for themselves. .

Environmental standards often come at the
expense of economic growth: Hard trade-offs
must be made between poverty reduction and -
the protection of the planet. But in some
instandes environmental regulation is a win-
win proposition. Cleaner air appears to be one
such case, and the Clinton administration is to
be commended for pushing ahead with it.

* Group Home Deaths: Week 3

HE SYSTEM is broken said D.C.
- Department of Human Services Di-
rector Jearline Williams in response
to, The Post’s findings concerning the city’s
handling of deaths among the mentally retarded.

“I refuse to concede that, notwithstanding
the city’s commitment to examine and over-
haul these services, all of the incidents are the

CC

tésult of a system that is broken,” Carolyn

Graham, new deputy mayor for children and
families, testified to the city counc1l on Mon-
day
«Sowhois nght?

..'In 30 days the public may get an answer.
That is when Ms. .Graham is expected to
deliver a written report to the mayor detailing
staff and program weaknesses within the
Department of Human Services’ Mental Retar-
dation and Developmental Disabilities Agency

sitivity to the press.” She urged, mstead, that-
the myriad of investigations new underway be'’
driven by compassion for “neighbors and their
families” and by “facts and analysis.” No,

‘disagreement there. We also hope, however,,

that her review proceeds with a sense of -
urgency. The city desperately needs a better
system to care for people with mental retarda-
tion and other developmental disabilities.

The District also must get rid of workers

-and contractors who contributed to the trage-
_dy detailed in Post writer Katherine Boo’s

Dec. 5 story. City workers and contractors -
may have been involved in the 350 document-
ed cases of abuse and 116 unexamined deaths
of group home residents The Post found.

"Three weeks after the story, only two staff

changes have been made. Viola Keyes, DHS's, :
chief investigator, was placed on administra-
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31 May 1993

" Mr. John Williams , ) S
Supervisory Park Ranger = : e
Mall Operations ' ’ : Co
NPS-Central
900 Ohio Drive SW
Washington, DC 20242

" Dear Mr. Williams:

A long time in coming, but as promised I am sending you a
copy of my article on the civil rights movement's use of the
Lincoln Memorial. You will recall that you very kindly made the
green logbocks available to me when I did the initial research
for this article in the winter of 1989-1950. You are cited
priefly in footnote 57 on the next to last page. By the way, I
hope you will also take riote of pages 141-42, where I disprove

' the old legend that Robert Russa Moton was banished to thé .

. weolored section" when he spoke at the 1922 dedication: - I Xnow .
that several of your rangers use this anecdote in their interpre-
tive talks, and.I am sure they will not want to continue passing -
on inaccurate information. ' . E o ' '

once again, I thank you for your expertise and hospitality -
when I visited the Survey Lodge, way back when. . . =~ .

Sincerely,

4

Scott A. Sandage
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and therefore somehow reassuring; it was a stable form within which chaos could

be 4llowed o crupt, because-it- would be formally codriined. The-form is exacy

like the ritornello form thac-sirucrures -swing ‘music. Audiences accusiomed o

listening 10 swing would hear the commercial‘as a-themethar was repeated petiodi-
cally, as the mosn‘impomnr-uniﬁ"‘ing device in -ihe show. Selling the sponsor’s
product was thus made 1he mest imporcant formal clement’of the program.
The movement {rom cast repartec 1o music to skits disrupled whatever suspension
of disbelicf was established within the different pacts of the show. Thar is, ‘Wie
iste ner was drawn intothe conceit of heating the characters interact in a compelling
fictional world, but then.tha world was revealed as ficvional, which destroyed the
suspension of disbelief, This structure worked 10 break down the listener's interpre-

" tarions of partcular characters, allawing for shifting identifications. Parts of the

show were not plotted, and they relied on ninning gags, insults, and some \opiczl
humor. Other segments wete plotied, including the Buck Benny serials (a wkeofl

on cowboy shows), the annual New Year's plays, and many of the movie spoofs. In -

the plotted segments, Jack was usually central, and strong idenuifications with him
.were established. Butin the repartee and transition sections of the show, the listener
was led to side with those lampooning Jack and to have litde sympathy wich him.
Though Jack was the buu ol the jokes, he was still in control because he consisrently
inwoduced the subjects about which he would be teased. This combination of
format, strnctural devices, and character development designed 1o allos mubtiple
lentifications by listeners resuleed in the show appealing Lo a wide varicty of au-
diences, : '

The Jack Benny program was extremely pepular from its beginnings in 1932 unuil
well into the 1940s, because it teflecred, made fun of, and symbolically resolved 2
variety of culiural anxieties felt by Americans during che Great Depression and
World War 11 By presenting a group of unrelated people as an unspoken fxmily,
\he show allowed for the safe and humorous exploration of issues of family life, par-
ticularly ones raised by changes in economics and geoder roles. The show repre-
sented financial fears of lisieness and modeled responses rhat reassused the audience
aboul consumption, gambling, credit, labor relations, and banks. Similarly, the

show portrayed a variety of forms of masculinity in a positive light and thereby -

‘shored up the sclf-csteem of men whose family authority was shaken by the wide
spread economic distress. _

‘The show consistently included ambiguicies of form and contene that allowed
listeners ro negotiate with the Prograrm's texts o create their own understandings
of the characters and their actions and chercby o accepr ot reject the show's apparent
messages. Ta this way, the Jack Benny show could be enjoyed by a wide spectrum
of lisceners, all trying to make sense of a world in cconomic and social disorder.

A Matble House Divided:
The Lincoln Memorial, the Civil =
‘Rights Movement, and the Politics

‘of Memory, 19391963

‘Scott A. Sandage

Around 1910 the graduating eighth graders in Omega, Visginta, cacned five dollars
ar 2 1aflv pull and clected a boy: named Oscar 1o buy a picture for their school. A«
a store in a ncatby rown, lic chose a dandy one in an oroare frame. The clerk asked.
“Are you sure you want thar one?" Oscar was sure; lie went back and hung icin the
school. "The next morning . . . the teacher came, and she was harrified.” Oscar’s
widow recalls. " The pupils wear home at lunchtime and told their parents. By after-
noon there wis great commotion abouc it.” and the school hoard expelled Oscar the
next day. The ornate frume held a parteait of Abe Lincoln. The bay was soon rein-
stated once his puardian reminded the school board that McGufley's reader 1old
nothing of Lincoln’s critnes against the OId Souch, still a living memory in Omega.
Oscar graduated having learned "a stem lesson in intolerance™ Thirty sears later,
as Franklin D. Roosevelt's assisiant secrewary of the interior. Oscar L. Chapmaa did
not hesitate swhen a civil rights leades asked permission to use 1 he Lincoln Memorial
for an open-air cancert by contralto Marian Anderson, whom the Daughrers of the
American Revalution (DAR) had refused to boek inta Constitution Hall because she
was black?

On Easter Sunday 1919, Anderson sang 10 an imegrated crowd of seventy-five
thousand ar the Lincaln Memorial: “Av countre tis of thee, Sweer land of Libeny,
To thee we sing.”" Nat "Ol thee [ sing.” as The Yeric usnally gaes, bur “To thee e

Stotr A. Sandape is 2 P D candidace in Uaited Stares histan at Ruipers Universie: This eccay 1ecenied 1he Luuis
Pedzer Memutial J\wzed for 193 ) : . .

Tor their chaflenges and suggestivas. | am grateful 1 T |. Jacksoar Lears. Jubn R. Gillis. Dee Garrian Davl
Levering Lewis. Daved Thelen and. panticelaly, Juhn Whitecliy Chambees W 1 ala thank Drxad & Jaspei.
Reginald L Allen. Cindy ¥~ Andenon. Susan Armens. Hudulph M. Bell, Carod F Helsiosky. RIns leaac, Suzanne
M. Kanfman., Glen D. Kuecker. James L. Liviagston. larquelin C. Miller. Brian E. Rubeuss, Jotin B. Sandage. Shurley
M. Sandage. Chumas .. Shgluer, Sarsh McNaie Vosmeics — 3t David W Blight. Duvid Glassherg, Math 11 LeOl
Hobers £ McGlone. and the other teferees (at the Junrnst of Amervan Hestory.

1 Apn Chupmaninten sew be Ston A, Sanchage, N 6, 1130, srnsceign pp 34 tin Stnc A Sambage's potwe
sionl Oscat Clepman recuunied Nis expulsion s \hse time «f Marian Auderson’s catnent See Wisbrogra Dan
Newes, April o, i g 2
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sing.” The chan’gé made the nay ioila_lil};-mn \su_bt!)' _.polirical. :.paipling ",Inn(_i of:lib-
erty” as more aspivation than“description and cmching’bath fhe communalism and
conflict of that famous-day. White editors and Washingron power brokets praised
the concert as a-siirting’but wetcome end to-an embarrassing conteoversy. Buu bluck

leaders saw it as an exciting beginning: an epiphany chat revealed a formar for mass B

politics. “We are onthe right rrack," wrore Mary NMcleod Br.lhl_mc the next F]agz
"Through the Narian Anderson protest concert we made our triumphant entry into

* the democratic spirit of American life.”

‘Fictically, the modern civil rights mavemens came of age on Easter Sunday 1939.
The concert was nor the fiest African-American political use of Lincoln's memary.

hor even Lthe firs civil rights gahering ac his memarial. Bul it was, si nificantly.
Liudatory national publicity and cam 3 pusitive

+ first hlack mass action o evoke
g—;;?el’i—lrr]\tmcrican public memiory {our somerirmes cotlective, :llway.s pc')h'v.ical sense
of our past). Wichout hery speeches or banners, WJ[!]DLH cven mentioning the DAR,
black organizers transformed a recital of sacred music ata natio |:|a| shrine into 2 po-
fiical rally. Tn an cra obsessed with defining Americanism. activists successfully por-
traved their adversary as un-American. [t was a formula civil cights aceivists and
other protesters would repear a the Lincoln Memorial in mc‘»rc*|han one hwndred
big and small rallies in stllﬁquerﬂmosl notably in_the 1963 P»‘l:m‘h on
\Jashinigton for Jobs and Freedom when Martip Lurher Kinp. Jr. proclaimed his
Dream From-the steps where Marian Anderson had sung. ' :

‘Fhis essay argues that African Americans’ struggles ro liold 2 series of ru_lllrs ar
the Lincoln Memorial between 1939 and 1963 constitured a tactical Ien{nlng ex-
pericnce that contributed (o Lhe civil riphts movement’s 51 .rntcgic} of non'\'mlcﬂl ac-
vion, Black protesters refined a politics of memory at 1he Liocoln’ Memorial. _\\' ithin
the sacted, national space of the memorial, activists pctf_cued 2 com_plc.\: titual of
mass politics, one that exploited the ambiguiries of cherished American .‘\-alucs w©
ciccumvent opposition. unify cealitions, and legitimace blarkl voices in nzuonn_l pol-
itics. Memory and ritual have heen cenural concepts in the wiiting ofcultuml_luslory
but remain mastly snexplosed in studies of black activism afier 1940 this essay
looks toward a cultural hisrory of the civil rights movement. v is t.lrccssafnly a dual
inquicy inro not enly political ractics bul also political imagery—in parcicular, the
ambivalent eelationship between African Americans and the icon called Abeaham
Lincoln. Blacks siratcgically appropriated Lincoln's memory and monument as po-

litical weapons, ia the process layering and changing the public meanings of the -

hero and his shrine. But this political siyle was double-edged. The amalgam of a
rivalized formar, a sacred and public site, and nationalistic imagery constrained

1 The subile change in Ivits has nat been pwied by wileer schalars h_n.u 3 clealy dmunihlglm ‘Ihl' r.«d!o Prazq-
cast recarding. See "Marian Anderan Concert 31 the Limeuls Memarial? Apnl"i. IR, e H\).’.-\-_M(I. NAC (?d:n
soller 1w gDivisicn of Revnsded Somnd, Loy uf Congress, Washiingrein. DC 1 Uiabragten Fuor Apud 10, 104y,
. 8 Masy Melead Betae 10 Cliasles 1 Uuusion. Apnl 10, €939, tolder 4. bux -1 Maian Andeton nia Con
umensy Crlloveinn (Muodan}-Spingatn Reseatth Cenier. Hunard L'lu-:cm.u' Liten Wadiingion, DC _,\hha}l;h
e Lableeting w labeled “Matian Austerwn 2 o Compaersy Calledin” s awalls sunasicul ke paps: of the
Marian Aadessun Cigzrns’ Crinnticeee.
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activists even as it empowered them. The power of these protests-always lay in their
- inhetenttenstons between relebration and confrontarien. between commemoration
.".and .polities, berween sacred -and profzne.? R

_ The Lincoln Memorial may be the:best-American example of whacPierre Nora

“has called 2 "memoty site™ a place where ‘we stiruggle over rensions berween our

experience of ¢he past (memory) -and our organization of it (history). Recual is 2

“powerful weapon in these contesis beeause i can be used conservatively oradically,

to confirm ot to transform secial arrangements by allixing useful meanings onto sites
and symbols. Civic leaders, for example, often try to fosge a usable past by erecting
-manuments. But-as Osear Chapman's schoal expulsion anests, symbols such as
Abraham Lincoln are always contested. Thus, memary sites-are laci of sirugglé he-
tween the oflicial groups that ofien create them and the vernacular groups thar in-
evitably interpret-and reinterpret thern in competing ways. This essay employs Juhn
Bodnar's tesms "official™ and *vernacular' becavse they convey both ‘the polidical es-
sence of memary formation and the eealiiy of unegual pewer selationships among
comperitors.t » : o

However, prevailing concepits of public memory rannot fully abserb the interac-
tions among the diverse palirical actors ac the Lincoln Memorial. Archiveres.
bureaucrars, edivors, Hollvwood filmmakers, pariotic socievies, presidents, and pro-
testess struggled against one another — frequently by cooperating with one anorher—
to define often irreconcilable memories of Abraham Lincoln. Such paradosicat slli-
ances defy our analytical categories. Furdher, the Lincoln Memorial case forces us to
grapple with the centrality of race in the making of American public memory. When
black protesters worked with the Deparument of the Interior 10 amange Anderson’s
Lincola: Memorial concerl, what kind of memory was being made? Official or ver-
naculzr? White or black? Even within distintt catcpoties of actots, such as burehucrals
ot black prolesers. internal differences of motive, style, and historical interpretation
make it difficult 10 speak of collecrive memory wivh any precision. Yet our past is com-
posed of braadly resonant cultural momenis like the 1939 Anderson concerr and Lhe
marches on Washington.

A cliltaral history of vivil rights struggles must wresile with these dilemmas, and
it must analvze blacks' symbolic tactics in 1erms of the culwral mood that made
Ameticans recepuive 1o their appeals for the fiest time since Reconswruction. This essay
views the 1939 concert wnd 1963 march as brackers araund what Warren [. Susmizn
described as “a new era of nationalism,” a time when depression and nar kindled 2
seasch for cormmon values and an “American Way of Life” But Susman imaginéd cul-

+ The hagisvical benedits of chie menuosaal man be an addivivnal favies sn pratesicn’ chousing it ile shine's seeps
sre an ideal spraker’s plasdaem, and 1he adjucene opeo spices accommusdae laige (e de abbric with bivken apbn
lines Muwever. cnmds ul minie 1han eea thwsanl weie a sty befure 1363, aml 1f hic ey’ thedic hkde a
then pratescers’ e ul sue was adreads e of eadision ard sendiohe qiziep. an lopisues

' Piene Nz, “Berween Menory it iscary  Les Livav ofe Witssares” Bepevsentatesns |ne. 20_ Spring 19891,
=13 For an awcisien of reeent murk on public niemoiy. ree David Cheben. el Memury s Asrricen Hisson
IBloemington. 70t Vn e ue of niinal. see pite H helaw Juhn Boahvae Resvobing Amerns obise My s,
Comerenn catrew, sut Piredeen o e TecmneDr Congan (Princeton, 20 osp 18 20
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tural nationalism as merely undetpinning a Cold War consensus that curbed dissent
uaul the.militant 1960s. Likewise, som ¢ critics of the civil rights movement argue that
accoimmodation and coafitions with white liberals led incvitably to co-optation.and
frapmentation.} _ T

Such views overtook exactly what studies of ritual and memory can show —thar it
was often activists who did the ro-opting. Protesiers mobilized mainstream symbols
1o further alternative ends, to constitute {not just reflect) shared beliefs. and (o open
spaces for social chaoge. It was precisely the unrelenting aationalism that reigned
{rom the 1930s 1o the 1960s rhat Anally offered black activists a culiural language ©
speak 10 white America and to elicit support. The black church 2nd Gandhian non-
wiolence wete not the movement's only wéllsprings of unity and strengehy; the siorics
and values of American history were equally vital resources. The famous picker sipn,
"y AM & MAN! may have been morally compelling, but winning political and legal
tights for blacks requited a more [ocused message: 1 AM AN AMERICAN. Nowhere wis
this idea dramarized mare vividly than in the Lincoln Memorial protests held {rom

1939 to 196).

Among the most conspiciious gaps in the large historical literature on Abraham Lin- .

coln, wan and symbod, is the lack of any sustained analysis of the dynamic and com-
plex relationship between Alrican Americans and Lincoln's memoty in dhe 128 years
<ince his death s The Lincoln Memorial and the foremost civil riphts organization of
the swentieth century both originated in impulses to honor Lincoln on the hundredth
anniversary of his birth, Februacy 12, 1909. During the week ol Lincoln’s centennial,

while Congress debited proposals to erect a nato nal monument, civil rights pioneers
issued their famous "Lincoln Bitthday Call” for a meeting ro organize what became

the Narional Assaciation for the Advancement of Colored .People (Naxce). The
monumeat and movement were in this sense rwinned, but their incompatible in-
terpretations of Abraham Lincoln contributed directly wo thie rise of 2 racial polirics

1 A useful averview of recent wotk is Steveis E. Laoson, “Freedom Then, Freedom Now: The |fiswriogriphf
of the Civil Rights Movement” Americin Histarnad Revives 96 (Apail 1991, 136-"). Warren 1. Susinun, Cﬁl’lw'l
o Nirtory: The Trawsformation of Amerivan Jucerty in the i endivth Censury [New Yaek, 1184), 1Y0-BS Winen
1. Susman with Edward Griffin, “Did Success Spail ihe United S1a1e5? Doal R:pn:.stfu-uious in Pwaiwas Amerea”
in Recaiimg Asiercs: Cultere orid Podines 1n 1he Age of Cold Wi ed. Lary May (Chicaga, 19B9). 19-)7: Manning
Marabsle, Blo & Amrerian Pobtivr: Froz the Wishingtan Masches to Jente Jackion (Lonchin. 1984}, 87-97. For.n:!-
sights imn 1l thaltenpes that oppositional politics present 1o cricieal leans. sce Gerald Gl ~Co-apeatesn.” in
Tie New Mo, ed. H. Asam Veeser (New York. 10HY), 168-81 - . .

¢ Np comprehensive siady has appeatcd of 1l Limaln svinbul or the intense polisical sl cnloutal Lonees
avel it Mot is there any swdy af blacks’ vies shout Dncaln aichouglt many aciks rilyze Limulln" evoleing 1 ial
atusndes A hetpful iacmduction i Yincoln coudies is Gabur S. B, ed . Tde Hinnuresn’y Lincadn leemdabators.
Poyrbudastiey: sued 1 lisiory \Urbana. L1388). For bricl ceferences to blocks frr_lulp abuie LinesIn, sce Benjronp
Quarler. Levaadn and the Negro (New York, 1961), 248-10; Lanreuce W, Levine, Hlacd Cufruse unir l?'lt_rl Con-
ropermers, Afro dmeenn fold Thoughs fraes Mavery 1o Freedos |New York. 19771, 88. 137 Nangy J Weiss, Fare-
widd 10 the Disty uf Lenroln; [k Maleties the :\ge of TDR (Prinveion, 19H3), 28200 -3, wh. 123035 Withum
1. Wigpns, Jr. 0 Frécdom! Afio-\sueriran Emancepation Celehessiuns |Km!.\\illr. 19871 Jobn E Washingeon.
They Kuew Lemrafu {New Vork, 19421, and Yeene Fuldher's survry of Blark anicn les wesard Linvola. suamarized
in Mark B Neely, Jr. “Fragncipatiors 803 Vears Licer” Frondu Lon tin (035, Nuv 1974 1 8

bt
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of mcnio'ry.‘Li»I;cﬂil1c;nmion he had described in his.celebrated |858.sp_crrh,"-.incohi's

-an matble memorial would quickly become .a house divided.”

African Ameticans had tried 10 construcy a usable public memory of Lincaln as
eatly as 1876, when Trederick Douglass dedicated a'Washington, D.C., statue, which

was paid for'hy freedmen and portrayed Lincoln emancipaiing 4 slave.*(See figure
* 1.)Douglass criticized the siatue for showing "the Negro on his kaees,” but he also
_saw sirategic potential in_publidy‘honoring Lincolnasihe Emancipator.:Blacks were

thereby “fastening ourselves to a pame and [ame imperishable and immoral,”
Douglass said, and fulfilling a political dury ro show graritude for emancipation.

‘Histosian David \.-Blight has shown rhat Douglass was wying to “make Lincoln

myihic” and vo create 2 mood [or racial justice by promulgating a public memory
of the Civil Warasan emancipatory struggle. Likewisc, the NAACP founders in 1909
sole thar Lincoln's centennial should be a day for "aking stock of the nalion's

progress' towatd racial justice. They noted ironically that on January 1, 190%(Eman-

cipation Day and only a2 month befare Lincoln’s hundredili binthday), Georgia had

‘hecome the last southeen stace 10 enact black disfranchisement laws. If Lincodn were

alive, they vemured, he would be “disheartened and discouraged.™

Such views did not-prevail in 1911 when Congress created a commission Yo
memorialize Lincoln, chaired by President William Howard Taft. The carly ewen-
tieth century celebrated the economic and political reunion of Nosth and Souch.
Lincoln’s ties 1o black freedom waned as politicians and scholats sculpted him into
a “pro-Sourhern conservative” honoted on both sides of the Mason-Dixen Line: 1he
patron saint of what Richard Netson Current labels “reunion wirh reaction. . ... na-
yionalism revialized at the expense of racial justice.” As Lincoln assumed the role
of Chrisr in Americaq civil teligion, signifying nationa) redemption, it scemed he

. could hor be both rhe Great Emancipator and the Savior of the Union. Eneancipator

became a casual synonym for Lincofn. not necessarily meant to evoke black freedom.
When British dramarist Jobn Drinkwater, in his popular 1920 book Liwco/n: The -
World Ermanripator, hailed “a profound unity of being in out rwo races” he meant
not blacks and whites but Americans and Britons.?

1
3

- Finr debates wher Hose luim Resulation 247 and House faim Resolutian 234. scr Comgrimnondf Recund. 60
Conp.. 1 scss. lan 26 1SIGR. pp. LIIR-19; rhaed,, Feb. D, 1009, pp. 1H7-18. 2173 1nd efnd. el 11, B,
pp. 2201-3. "Lincedn Rinthdsy Call 1909 reprinted in Naocp flarth anqiversary meeting incivativa, Feh 12

1959, hox A293. group . Nuionat Asariadpi fur1he Advancement of Calated People Papers (Manusuapt D

sioui, Lituarg, of Congressl Abphum Lincoln, A House Divided ™ in Tée Colievtrd [Wirely of Norshsm Lix,-aw.
el Rav P Basler (9 wubr . New Brunamack. 1039), 11, 161-69. .

* Frederick Dauglass, "Ocavinn in Meaon of Abuhim! incaln.” in The L oo of Bfrcd Amerecs, apyr Spovcdvs
By Negroes i the Uvetad States. 17971971 . Philip § Funrer (New Vork, 1972 4344\ esp. 1132 Freeuman
Munias. Emranitpinen 2od the Freed im Amerean Sewdptyre \ING: Freepoit, 1972 Wiz David W Alighi, ™ for
Sameshiiag heyord e Budeficld: Frederick Douglass and the Struggle for the Memary of 1he Civil Wan”in
ey aund Areereean Haaor, ed Thelen, 2°=3%. espy \6: “lincoln Birthday Call 1800
7 Public Law #)-Vin passed Feb. o1, W0 and esriblished the Liticaln Mentarisl Commuissrn Sue reprint uz
Liniotn Meenorial Commiissun. Krfvrs of the Casvenairen |Washingran, 19131, 62 Cong... ! sess . Sen_ ddou Y.
pr -8 Hichard Nelon Cunem, Speasbsng of Absabows Disvaln The Man sndd is Mesming for Ot Tieges iU
baqa. 1985, Tué. Mo el Davis. T Incagr af Lurcen su thi Sowsd |Knosville. WL Julin Donkwaces, Lineds
The Winid Fopamospar o ilason 19201 6: R Basler, The Linvaln Legrad. A Study in Changing Conceptiens
(Bosn. M8y 22 LOlE Naeh, Congrof Thsa), Pofstvcad Mactyrigeon o Naern s frow Lheskae fincou o
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Ereedmen's Mamorial Moaument. Lincola Park. Washiagion, DC. AEprancrpation. -
be Thomas Ball. 19:6). Frederick Douglass criticized the image
"a5 demeaning, and the stalue soon acquired the nickname:

“Shine, Si" Conrtery 1he Lincoln Muteum.
- Fors Wiyne. lnudiana.

Whi[cwas}ied views of Lincoln guided the design of the memorial, constructed
berween 1912 aud 1921, Even its Poromac River site opposite Ro_bcn E. Lec's former
Virginia home bespoke sectional reunion?® The Tafe Commission’s forty-one-page-

Arsen Lother King, Je. (New Yoak, 1990}, 1B-49, 102nd3: Rabees N Rellali. “Civil Religion in Amecica.” Daeviafus,

46 (Winser 1967). 1-70, esp. 10-11. 4,8 i i . . .
l" On the Lintolo Memarial 25 a syrmbol of white consensusand s_n'm_ll_ul reunion, Me ka Savage, ‘Tht.Fn!um
of Memers: Black Emancipasion and die Civil Wsr Maountem.” in Comarrmotstonl T#r Politrey of Natronsi

Wentery, edl. Juhn R Gillis (Feinceran. favilioming 199F. and Cheishphier Alexander Thaimas, “The Lualn

) Civil:Rightsand the Linculn-Memerial T

" «epont o Congress made clear which Lincoln they-honored, alluding twenty times

~“io “the man who saved the Union” bu to “emancipacor”just ence, in a rejected
+ -design. Architect Heary Bacon's final-plan promised dn exierior with’a'single mes-
«sage, with columns and festoons embodying the stares:as “a symbol of the union.”
Inside, Danicl Chesier French’s stony Lincoln presides beneath an inscripion: “In-
~“This Ternple as in the-Heans of sthe People for Whom He Saved the Union the
- Memoty of Abraham Lincoln1s Enshrined Forever." Arr critic Royal Cortissoz weore
 these lines-and explained their subtlety (o Bacon: “The memorial must make a
common ground for the meeting of the norih and the south. By emphasizing his
saving the union you appea! 1o both sections. By saying nodhing abour slavery you
.avoid the rubbing of old sores. Lincoln himselfsupplies the.only allusionsto Amer-
“ican slavery in the temple; his Geuysburg Address.and Second Inaugural Address
are carved into the walls. But as Dixon Wecter observed in 1940, these orations have
been “worn so smaoth by a million tongues that we are not ape ro feel the edge
of Lincoln's words." The Lincoln Memarial was conceived s a symbol of national
conseasus, linking Notth and South on holy, national ground ™
The shrine’s 1922 dedication threw the racial schism over Lincoln’s memory into
stark, if flecting, reliel. Taft, now chief justice of the Supreme Court, mientioned
slavery nor ouccina long address, Presidemt Warren G. Harding e assured (he South
that Lincoln “would have been thelast man in the republic to resort Lo atms ro effect
. .'aboli[ion.ﬁimnncipntion was a means to the grea end — mainwained union and .
navonality” One speaker breached the. consensus. Robert Russa Moton, SUCCEssor
' to Booker T. Washington at Tuskegee lnstituce, granted rhat “Lincoln died 1o save
the union” but countered that the martyr’s greatness stemmed from the fact thac
he “put his trust in God and spoke the word that gave freedom ro a race, and vindi-
cated the honor of a nation conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition
‘that 2/l men are created equal” But even as Moton spoke, promineat black Wash.
ingronians were being confined by military ushers Lo 2 “colored” searing area ac the
rear of the crowd. (Many sources allege that Moron was also seated rhere and allowed
on the platfarm anly during his speech, but this is inaccurate. See figure 2.){The
black press denounced the biased speeches and segregated seating as a mockery of
Lincoln’s ideals. Mainsiream newspapers simply ignoted the furor and headlined
Moton's remark that blacks wete obliged tw justify emancipation by being loyal
citizens. This round in 1he contest over Lincoln’s memory went w the politicians.!®

Mcmorial aad lir Anhtice. Hery Bacon p3866-13245 (Ph D diee.. Yale Univensiar. 19901 On che suisc’s wee
by African-American protesters. see thed . 6191
u Lincoln Menoria) Commission, Ropars, 12-H. 23-27. AL 33, 34, 36, 39, 4 John Ruscll Pope. “Appeadic

C. Repon of 1he Awchiteet on Designs for the Mevidian Bilk ind 1he Soldien” Home Sites” sdmd., 39-A1; Ueasy
Bacan, “Appendix D Repon of the Architert on Alternaiive Desigas for vhe Poroinac Park Sivel 180, 33-34, Rnal
Corussoz 1o Menry Bacon. April 6, 19, quated in Hishingion Ereming Stoe. Manh 2. 1977, see. Copp. 1. 3.
Dixon Wecrer, The Hens iv Amerscas & Chranrele of Heso [Wondep (1941 Ann Atbor, 1966), 24, Jules Guerin's
smucabs in the memorial depics havery allegoricathy. bui Gurrin, Yike Henry Bacan. raw the Union motil as primary
Sec Jules Geerin. “The Gieas Linguln Memorial” Lwhies” Hosre Journad (Oct. 19210 L4-13, 160-61.

1 Rexfurd L Dnlmes. Ine.. e, “Dedicacory Exercises Incident 1o the Farrmal Dedicaton of the Lincoln
Menyersal * May i, 12 ant pagiaated in ennie 12, Recols uf sdie Lincnln Memudnal Commission, RG A2 1IN
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: . . Figure 2 . ‘
Dedivation of the Lincoln Memorial, May 30, 1922, Herben L. French, photogeapher.
Token well afier Robetl Russa Moton's speech, this photograph of Moo
at his seat (with progeam, at left) proves thal he was not forced
v sit in vhe “colored” section a1 has afien been alteped.
Ouher phatographs shew black Civil War veterans
seated among the digniraries. Courtesy
Library of Comgress.
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But a renewed battle berween official and vernacular memories of Lincoln now
existed, paniculatly acthe national temple honoring him. “Proving that Lincoln will

be remembered less as emancipator than as the man who kepl the sralcs.mgclhcr
would 1ax 2 world of genius.” balked a columnist fot the black weekly Chicago De-
fender. 1n facy, there was a contrived, vulnerable quality ro-the bowdlerized Lincoln

consecraced by polidicians in the 1910s and 1920s. Surely the folks in Omega, Vir- ~

ginia, who expelled young Oscar Chapman wete not {ooled by revisionist memories
of Linceln as nonsectienal hero —nor were the United Confederate therans_, who
caused a furor only weeks after Lhe temple’s dedicatien by publicly blaming Lincola

for the Civil War, The consensus Lincoln seemed 10 need repular maintenance;

tional Aschives, Washingion, D.C.) Thr Rahees Russa Moten legend is tepested in. ainmaig many examples. Can:
snance McL- Green. The Secret Citi: A Histary of Rure Refonpns ins the Nasion's Copaadi (Princrion, ¥47), 199-241,
€15 1epat '
?hl(:]l;[ |1p.(|1.xill;‘ibnl..v)un: 1. 1912, p. I; Chrcagn Defender, Junc 30, 1912. p- L: ?nd “Lincoln, Flarding. James
Ceoa, aned Taf1,” Cresia, 24 (July 1922). 122 Fmr cecepion of Motan's speech. sec Wribangsan Py May M. 122,
- aml Nere Viord Tires, May 31, 1922, pp L, 3. Figure 2 of this <ssay is plota -t 1B8K2. val. §, p. J). Lm
12294 (Pritns 1nd Photagraphs Divisian. $itwary of Cangress).

< make na mentian af Meton baving sat in the “colased seciion.” See Hasteaginn Trdkmme, Junc -

Civil ’YR‘iEHu' and the Lincaln Memaridl © iy -

starting in 1923, politicians and parriotic socierics annually reafirmed the. primacy
‘of Saviar-over Emancipaior in Lincoln's Birthday ceremonies at the shiine. -Black”
Jeaders continued to contest such interpretations; theit first organized gathering at

the memorial was a mass religious service in August 1926. The main speaker, -2

bishop of the Aftican Methodist Episcopal Zion churel, ;predictably old an 2u-

dience of two thousand that "the immortality of the.great emancipator lay notin®

his preservation of the Union, hutin his giving freedom vo the negroes of America™”
" Conceived and dedicated as holy ground. the Lincoln'Memorial becamnc, as early

as 1922, racially contesied ground. By chance or design, the shrine siraddled bound--
aries: berween North and Sonth, beiween black and whire,-and between o tcialand
verngculat memory. i\s bath remple and tourist aurnaction, it sat on the cusp be
{ween sacred and secplar. 1he memorial s a finunal space in Victor Jumer's sense:
ofbeing "betwizt and between' customary sotial catego tics. Liminal space isa realm
of ambiguity—and thercfore of possibiliny —where public rivals and appeals to sa- -
creid symbols possess an unusual potency o cifect both social change-and proup
unity, of coMmunils. AfTican Americans were what Turner calls liminal personac.
Despite emancipation, they remained betwixe and -between: no lonper slaves, not
yet ful citizens. By invoking and rcinterprering a narional icon, black protesters ex--

" plored the ambiguities and passibiliries of Amciitan socicty in the mid-twentieth

century. Their protests at the Lincoln Memarial were repeated. standardized ritvals
that evolved from experience and ultimalely constituted 3 formidable politics. of -
memoty. The surategy was born, as Mary McLeod Bechune wrote, in the epiphany
of Anderson's concert on Easter Sunday 19394 .

Maestio Arruto Toscanini- said in 1935 hat a voice like Anderson’s was “heard
once in 2 hundred years” Her fame by 1939 czused Howard Universiy 1o SEek A
Tatger, off-campus auvditosium for her annual Washington recital: On January 9, the
Daughrets of the American Revolution barred Anderson from their tax-cxempt
Canstitution Hall. stating faily that it was open “w whire antists” only. Soon the
District of Columbia Doard of Education refused Anderson the use of a high scheol
auditorium. Aaderson was neither the firse nar lase black performer banned by the
DAR, but in 1939 First Lady Elcanor Roasevelt's public eesignation from the DAR and
black activists' skill at press relations elicited a flurey of prous editorials about na-
vional values.

W Chivago Dlemder Juire 10. 1922, parc ML p. 1. For 1l Canfedenic cunmensy. see [Fnkagran Past. fune
12,1922, p. 3 aded | Jume 24, 1922, o N aud Fodimgias Evensng Saos Joly =, K122 p & Far nrtbem anml
sauthern bamage t Limeln, sec Kfungroa Mgt Teb 14, 128 p. % Nere York Timey, Feb. 13, 1925, p L and
Wshusgron Pus Feh. (3, 1038, pp 1= Bichup E D W Jones, (peiber st e W26 gathering, is pawplased
Wl Aug 6, MM pH -

W |a Vigiat Twiner s, limanal ricuals ve performed in “prixile pelapacecaad dimes.” tier which oue scruing
“ciaaged in sanie wiy, 10 muslane bife” Some puldic tinrls unite rededn auan @ shared values and thic teahinge
of a sotien’s “estibhelicre ol muralin“Otkers can crivize public grabivies Lo “oimldle wansform™ the siwes chrn-
wlves. See Viviae Torner. The iarhmpology of Tosforramce | New Yk, 1985). 13-26. 10X and Viaar Tinnce. The
Retsd Proress Ssuctwer amd Ansi-Stegituse (Chicagy, B See alsu Kathdeen Achley. ed, Virtir Termer gmd the
Cumtsrucan ot Caftarss Crouerem Hitween Leteratan: a0d Antheapedagy (Moammgmar. VWHA| R

1 Fus Artne Tuscanions comme s, we § Husok, with Ruch Gonele. lafrosins A Hemair {New Nk, InAY,
140 Sarah Robere Daughicss of che Anuerivan Resedutinn presiden zenicial. 1 Vlanddd dekes, Tel 1 frt, hun
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‘An-outcaged coalition of black civic leadets and NaACP-officers (as well a5 An-
derson's artistic managers) Soon realized that bringing Abraham Lincoln inco the
fray by what seemed 2n unprecedénted use ofhis memorial “would double the-news
value” of the event. On March 13, the-NAACP board of directors voted that°rathes
than finding another concert hall, it would be far betrer'. . . for Miss-Andcrson

" 10 sing out-of-doors, for example, at the Lincoln Memorial, erected (o com-

memorate the Mcmory of Abrahzm Lincoln, the Great Emancipator, of not ro sing

in Washington ar all until democracy can surmount the color line in the nation's
capital” Permission was quickly secured from Seceerary of the Interior Harold L.~
Ickes—through bis depury, Oscar Chapman. Ickes cleared the idea with Presidenr
Roosevelt, who reportedly quipped, "She can sing from the rop of che Washington
Monumient if she wants tol™* ' :

The concert’s planning was spearheaded by NAACP sectetaty Walter Whire. a
gifted ;pubticist who had once called Herberr Hoover "the man in the lily-White
House” He 0ok cafe that plans for the concert would mvoid any “impression that
propaganda for the Negro was the objective instead of the emphasizing of a prin-

- ciple.” He rejected as undignified an :@i]y proposal that Andetson sing in a park

opposite Constitution Hall, "because thar would be like 2 naughty boy thumbing
his nose at the back of 2 larger bay who had socked him." Mo:e would he gained
by taking Lhe high road. Even so, behind the scenes, White took every oppociunity
to.embarsass the DAR, belittling them in correspondence with journalists and poliu-
cians as the “funny old ladies of the DAR” and atcempting vo get Grant Wood's satir-
ical painting, Daughters of Revaluiion, primed an the cover of Time magazine?
“Having secured sacred ground (ot the congert site, White intensificd his attention
to symbolism. Anderson would begin by singing “America” because of the "ronic
implications” Members of the cabinet, Congress, and the Supteme Courr were

1567, cunry 1-180, Masian Andrison Subfile, Ceniral Classified Files 1937-195). Records of the Secresary of vhe
Inteiior, RG 48 {(Naiianal Aschires). Nro Yord Timees, Feb, 28,1939, pp. 1. 3. BMany cditotials are repeinied in
Anson Phelps S1akes, Ast and the Cofor Line (Washingeon, 1939), 12-20. Two sclul accounts af Aadevson’s concest
(which, however, do now analyze planners’ anention wo symhalism) sie Weiss. Fareir eff 1o rthe furny of Lincoln,
737-66; and Allida M. Blark, "Charnpioning 2 Champion: Eleanot Raoseveh and the Masian Anderson 'Fieedam
Concern!® Praridensiut Stadier Quarterly, 20 (Fil) 19%0), 119-)6. Among the other peifonmers wham the
Daughte s of the American Revolution {DAR) baried from Consiivution Hall weee Paul Robeson, the Humpion [nsti-
we Singers, and Hasry Belafonte. See Wisbimgion Star, Sepr. 9. 1979, sec. G, p. X Wahington Hersld Trunr,
Feb. 23 1M, p. 16; and IWIsbingroa Tribwne, March 22, 1041, dipping in "Blark Segeegarion and Discrimina-
_gion / Marian Anderson Concen” (bldet, Washingwniana Coltection (Marsin Ludhics King. Jr.. Public Lituaey,

© Wadiingion, DC.).

% “Neas Valoe” in Walier White to Howsion. March 23, 1939, box €35, group |. NACP Fapers. Oscar L.
Chapman chainved va awe thoughe of wsing thie memoiial, bur black leaders were disewssing the idet 30 leay o
aecks hefore thcir first eecorded ineeving with Claapmun Joseph P Lash, Elearns snid Frunlhn. The Siory of lieer
Redatiomibap Raserf on Elesmar Roasevelss Privary fupery {New Yark, 19710, 377 ¥White co Houston, M auch 6, 1999,
bisx L1, gioup 11, NascP Papers; [Whie|, "Minunes of ihe Metting of the Bourd of Dircoiacs,” Macch 1Y, 1959,
p- b, box 1.2, did; Roasesele quated in Chapman inlerviem, p. L :

W alier White, A Maa Colled Whie: The Awiodiography of Wiiter Wihite (Mew Virk, 1948). 104, 182;
“Marian Andersan Will Sing in the ‘Open Ait’ as Rebuke 10 DA, press.release. Feb. 24, 1931, hox L2, group
11, NA4Ce Papers; While 1a Gernude [Stone|, Maich 1, 19)9, bax Li. ibaf.. White 10 Harry E. Davis, Fel. 24,
1934 boy 1.1. tdaed,; White w ¥ivsella LaGuardiz, April 21, 1989, idaf: White 1o Lestes B. Granger, fune 13, 1959,
whids White 10 Ednard G. Robinson, March 1. 1939, ibrid. ’

Gieil-Rights divd the Lincoln Memoridl s

tecruited as:public sponsers and invited to sit on the landing whete Anderson would

sing. “Bay-Scouts, white and colored.” were calisted. 10 -hand out the concert’s

printed program —with the ‘Gentysburg Address quoted ‘ofi its cover. A seripe

provided 10 tadio commentators (and incorporated nearly verbatim inio Harold

Ickes's introduction) read, “It is both fiuting and symbolic thar{Anderson] should
be singing on Easter Sunday on the steps-of the Memorial to rhe Great Emancipator
who struck the shackles of slavery from her people ‘seventy-six years ago™*

On the aftetnoon of April 9, these elements came together brillianrly. Afeer the
briel inuraduction by Secretary Ickes, the singer descended the sieps in front of 1the
statue and, in White's words, "poured out'in her superb voice 'sweet land of liberty’
almost as though it was 2 prayec.” Those who atcended remembet the concers, which
was capiared by newsteel cameras and broadcast live by nationdl radic networks, as
“like-a religious service and "a greauspititual experience of common sympathyand

" understanding.” Civil 1ights attorney Joscph L. ‘Rauh, Jr., recalled, “It was quite 2

beautifiil awakening of blacks in the city there. Everyone was there in their best
clothes. . . . You got this feeling, rhere she was in front of Lincoln, and what a great
step forward this was” The nexr day activists discussed making the concert an annual
event 1o hold public ancntion on racial issues. Io the next 1wo decades, planners -
tepcaredly hearkened back ro the Anderson concert as a formative moment (and
the singer renewed public memories of the evenc in 1952, when she sang again on
the steps of the shrine a1 a memorial service for Ickes). The Easter recital seemed
a vactical epiphany to black activists because it suggested a site and farmar for in-
jecting the civil rights cause into the mainstream of debates about national values
and the American Way!? .

Hagiographers have made the Anderspn affait into a_srory abour Eleanor
Roosevelt, who neither planned not atiended the concert. Emphasis on the First
Tady obscures the evenc s larger importance: With the concert, the civil righs move-
ment began to develop # strategy of mass, symbolic protest \har used ritval and ap-
peals (o memory 10 make Iace 2 national ssuc. By 1939 Abraham Lincoln was an
sncreasingly coveted cultural and political symbot of the American Way of Life, a
symbol interpreted by everyone {rom Franklin D. Roosevelr to Carl Sandburg, from

1t White 10 Houstan and V. D. Johnsian. March 11, 1959, box LL. proup [l NAACP Papers. {Chares H.
Mousian), vadip script. Apeil 8. 1939, {alder 39, bow 2-2, Marizn A ndenan f 0\R Contlave rsy Crdlection. ~Remaiks
of the Secretaty of 1he Lnteriar Harold L lckes in lniraduring Matian Andeison at the Liacoln Memarial Canuere
to be Held a¢ § 00 pum. (EST). Sunday April 9. 1949 bax L2, group 11, NAACP Pagers.

» Chite, \un Caffed Where, 184; Chapman interview, 1; Chailes 11 Fluunion. tematks oa: the presentation
ol 2 \atizn Amdeeson contert miial. pnditled wpescrigs, fan. 6, 1943, p. . falder 49, box 7.2, Mirian Au-
derson ¢ D Cunurorersy Colievtion, In 1940, Joseph L Rauh. [r.. dsafied Franklin D. Raosevell's aptidiscrimingrivn
rule, Exccutive Order 8802, and he arrended ar helped oiganize nealy 1) the demonstaations discussed in ch
aniche; see Joseph L Rauh, Ji.. insedviea- b Sandage, Nor 11, 1987, teansctipt. p L {in_Sandage’s possessivn)
Housign to Orear L Cliapman, April |1, 1939, fahiler 4. bax 11, Mian A ndersan / AR Centrovery Collectinn
For strategius” lacct scferences to Audersan, see White to Clupman, A pril 1L 1917, hox AM, group 1L Na&k ¢
Papers; and Ray Wilkinx 10 Sol 1urok. Lelegram, Apnil 12, 1937, hoy A2d). group 111, eBid. On Anderson’s peelar.
mance a1 the Tukes service, sec Wasbingion Rais, Apiil 2, 1952, sec. Bop L T'or tamemposasy evidenee of che
debaie over “The Amuetican Wan.” ccc che winning essays of 3 coniest i defiae che phise. in Hseper's Mumthsy
Magazing, UG \Teh-May 938). )
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. Figure 3
Marian Anderson, Lincotn Memorial, April 9. 1939. LIFE Magzainc photogruph by
Thomar Medwag. ©1939 Time Warner

Iollywood moguls to the American Communist party. Still, Lincoln's conncction
(o racial justice remained controversial. Two months before Anderson’s concert, Lin-
coln scholar Paul Angle bad declaced Aatly that the president’s fame as an emanci-
pator was "unhistorical,” unsupported by faet. In onc hold stroke, the Easter concett

Civil Righes acid 1lie-Lincoli Slemorial S

swept-away the shrinc’s official dedication 1o the “savior of the union” and-made

irasuwonghold of racial justice. One concertgoer, the'black baritone Todd Duncan,
tecalls that die perlosmance secned Lo wansform the memorial ino “a wonderful
citadel, 1 cathedral,” a plice to both affirm dhe nationand-striggle o make icjusi 20

White America recognized one half of the mevamosphosis —affirmation —and a
catharsis of navonalism followed. A Massachusers editor predicted that DAR
members would not attend the concett. “We expect-they would feel uncomifonahle
on that ground, and a little out of place” lse wrote, sensing chat the memarialhad
become -a pawerfully charged site. Likewise, - Philadelphia Inquirer edirorial
proclaimed 2 “New Messzge of the Lincoln ‘Shrine” The influendal columnist
Franklin P. Adums compared the DAR to the ‘Nazi‘German-American Bund, und
vocal members of the public agreed. Thase "Daughters af the American Reaclion-
aries™ were “stiffed petticozts” who had been unmasked as “un-American.” "That's
the stuff ™ one cirizen wrote Ickes, “Give the colored girl 2 show. The D.AR. don't
own this country which is still free, thank the Lord. And it's mast ftung that the
spirit of Lincola will be at thjs cancert’ Another wrole, “IU's a strange world when
you find the DAR in the same pew with the Ku-Kluxess.” A Sunday concert had be-
corme a national refereadum, polled at batbershops and breakfast tables acrass the

Cland.p

Of course, not all the editorials and citizens' letters were supportive. And in the
sepregated capital, Marian Anderson had ro slecp in a privare home because no
reputable botel would accommodare a black guest. Sorne blacks were appalled thac
Anderson hiad (o sing out af doors, regardless of the noble seuing. White news-
pupers refecred 10 Lhe (hirry-seven-year-dld diva as “the Negro Girl from Philadel-
phia" and “this colercd girl out of the slums,” or pater nalistically, by Yier first name
only. The symbolic rriumph left much unchanged. Even Eleanoc Roosevelt was not
always a reliable ally. Sronically, only a year after the concert-she cassed a picker
line for perhaps the only time in her lile, bypassing blick protestets to attend ihe
1940 premicre of the Raymond Masscy Glm Abe Lincofu in-Winois a1 a segrepated
Washinglon theaver.t? -

10 Naoey |- Wenss, Allida M. Alack, and maay orher schiolas inflase Elranor Roasevelr's role in plaaming viie
contart, fon swhih Weiss admiits chiege i linnke witen eeideare. See Wiiss, Frreucl o the Farly of Livroin. 260,
Paul Angle quotedan Weare . Hans en Amvereea, 251 On Lengaln in slse 13, see Aed Hamotth Juncs. RuereeefsT
Ioage Bruen: Poen. Playwrighn. andd rhe Ure of the Lexcoly §ymbef (Pon) Washingan, 1974); and Wichacl
Kamenen, Myasee Chard of Memory: The Tramsformsseon of Tradetson o Americon Cultore (Neo: York, 1591). 349
Tedd Duntan ineiviened in “Manan Andeisun” prd Dame J. fimes Benuurd Scabrooks. and Tanun E
Rotunson IWETA, May B, 1191). ’

10 [Eurerster Gazette, Apri) 1930, clipping in scrapheok 49, Hacold L Ickes Papars (Manusciipe Disision, Li-

brary of Cangrest; Phefrdciphas Inquiren Apnl 1. 1y, p. t: “Aund and D.AR. Ale Suable Mares, Savs NY
Columnnise.” press 1elease. Febi 24, 1939, bow £2, group 11, NAXCE Papers: snonymaus lencs 0 DAR {ram “an ob-
seure. middle sprd, red-htaoded. sld-fishioned. nativw-harn Ametican housewife osi bere in Canton, Qhiio” ad.,
e, Bearsite Gurry co Rand Scheol of Sacial Science, o.d., thid; Chailes S. Cuney e 1he editor, ustidenalied
acnspaper. sbrd . Nemay Lee ga fekes. Apnl X, 1939, Nerhen Ericdenniald wo Lekes, Mach 30, 1939. Recotds of ihe
Secretary vt dhe fiteriat, )

© The singe 1 stagedat the lwme of M. o Mrs. Gifford Pischol, Sce Chiapran imiersiew, 2. ifashengion Ere-
wrag-Sese Munk 31, 3939 p A0, Winkagtes Trmes- Ui, March 19, 1939, p. \0; Whdingsor Port, Aprrl 12,
o3y, p a4 Racmomd Masser, nho plaed Limude wi Broztwy and in the [ilm A% T rugadn e [fiue wiiles 1hat
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These contradictions in what has'become a towering momeht in American folk-

" ore, the"Marian Anderson concertof 1939 :reveal the inhereat ambiguity of sym-
bolic black-protest a the Lincoln Memarial. Memory, theorists tcll us, is a deeply

visual medium. The concert and the lri'LuéliiticjlallEcs that ensued in the 1940s aid
1950s presented a compelling maemonic image— the -juxtaposition of the Great

Emancipator with descendants of frecd slaves. Like the "invented traditions” de-

scribed by Eric Hobsbawm, that image Dised “history as 4 legitimaror of acliion-and
cement of group cohesion.” The political resonance of such an appeal hinges on
what scholars call the social dimensions of memory, the extent o which an image

tells-an instantly recognizable "mythic story” Viewers connect-such images idiosyn- -

cravically ro their private undecstandings of the collective past. Black protesiers at

ihe memorial cvoked the American culiural masterplot that “Lincoln freed the

staves”" This carechism proved rermarkably resilient despite efforts to suppress i

But even as activists used the maslerplot toargue for justice, they could not avoid
replicating a stereotypical image of black subardination: that of the "grateful Negro
at Lincoln's feed” Among the most familiat 1ableaux of American race relations, ¢his
duo appears in the 1876 monument dedicared (and criticized) by Dauglass, in

mytiad popular prints, and even on a 1940 United States postage stamp. David |

Brion Davis Jacates the image within a genre he calls the “Emancipation Moment,"
arguing that its subtext of sacial hierarchy imposes on real-life blacks a posture of

indebtedness and meoral obligation. We have already observed this at the memotial’s .

1922 dedication, when the whire press focused on Robert Molon’s remarks about

“Negro loyalty. " . o -
Themes of self-congratularory nationalism and implicit racial hierarchy pervaded

responses ta Aaderson’s cencert. A Washington Post columnist wrote thac concert-

the First Lady 1okl him she deeidled o ignne the prorest hecause “the pickziing auganization . wi nol 1pproved
b the NAACR” Se¢ Raymaond Massey, A Hundred Differert Liser: An Auiobiagrapby |Bosten, 1979). 137, Eleanar
Racserell did speak at an Naacy rally 31 (he mematial. alang with President Harey S. Truman and Sen. Wayae
Morse, on June 19, 1047, Walier White arranged the event with the couperation of Chapman. by then Marey S.
Touman's secretary of the interior. “Larges: Mass Mcciing in Nasion's Hisiary Manned by NAACE press scleacr.
Jumc &, 147, bak A), group 1. NascP Papers. Lo :

 Paurick M1, Huteon, “The At of Memary Reconceived: From Theroric 1o PsyUioanalwis!” Jowsnsl of the Hu-
tary of ldeas, 481 Julp-Sepo 1987), 321-52. Elic | labsbawm. “Inyrnduction: Imveaning Trdilions.”in The Ireentcan
of Tdition. cd. Esix Eolishawm 1nd Tererwe Ranger (Cambwidge. Eng... 19831 1-14. esp 12, Darid Thelen, “In-
inuduccian: Menmny and Amcrivan |liscory.” in Alezazy and Americas Hitasy. ed. Thelen, vii —six. | am indebred
to Rligs Iaac Tur discussing with e \iis voncepe of “nyrihic tecngnition” as a companeon of suveessful public mes-

sages abont the past:

H [astage stamp in Wiggins. O Frredome, 123, For amalyses of vatious nincteench- 1nd ewenticth-ceniury

images of the graelul Nepro 11 Limala's fees. see Savage, *Politics of Memory": and Narcld Elnlzer, Gabar S. Barint,
2ad Mk E. Neely_ Jr., Changrag the Lincoln Ismage {Fuit Wagne, 19850, 41-52. 123 Uislaugton Evewing 5o
Feb. A2, 1047, sec A, p. 1 Weklan Pesa, In the Presemee of Abeshar: Lincoly \Hawogate. Tenn.. 19731 9%
Karmmens. dipstéc Chands, 123, 12%; and Wchingtaa Pod agazrme, Fcb. t8, 1954 p. 11 Ta o suiking unpubished
veamples are Mujnay Collins's sevics af thrée photos fue ihe US. Offie of a1 Information and » photograph s
0 1he NAMCP by 1 fiec-lance phatsgrapher. See Nogro Boys Admrring the Linratn Mo, phoingraphs. by
Marjory Coblins. spring 1912, weel 1. lo 246 | Peines anel Yhawographs Divisian, ibtasy of Congeess), and plw‘tn-
geaph ia Lawteme Necdleman 10 Henry Lee Maan, lan, 16, 1957, bow 233, growp HI, NAACP Paprer. David Krion
Davis. Tlee Ensam ipatian Memenc” in vl she I3 Preeadens The Getnbuse [etvres. ol Gibos 8 Boine

INrw York, 1972), i)-8H

“Civil Righis and «he Lincoln Memarial My

goers fele “a little ‘aobler” gazing at "the slender colored :giff on the f1ont sueps

.. ; with the massive figure of Lincoln looking dewn benevolently”-Compare this
10 Life magazinc's:;phato of ihe dignified Andersan. Thén consider-a-1939 carwon
in whi¢h-ihe-diva’becames a pickaninny, drawn in the limp-coron dress ofa ficld

hand. $leeyes rolled up and arms thrown up taptusously 16 the sowering emanci-

pator. An anisc of the Popular Front lampooned the DAR, ‘bud his drawing likewise
subordinates-a tiny, ‘feanwceless singer 1o the colassal Lincoln.’(See figures 3=5.) The
ubiquitous cmancipation memenc also appeared in Fraak-Capra's 1939 filn Mr
Smith Goes o Wishingion. Filming for this pacan to the American Way of Life
began in the capital a mere eleven days afier Anderson's secital. In James Stewatds
famous scencal the memarial, -as 2 white boy and his grandfathet read aloud "nes:
birth of frecdom™-from the Getrysburg Address, Capra crosscuts to°an eldecly black
man. eyes glistening as be doffs his:har and looks up at the statue, In 1947 4 photo

showing National Park Service janitors crouched on Lincola's statue and captioned

to evoke the stack figure of he black shoeshine boy appeured in National Geo-
graphic the eme month (hat the NAACP held a large rally at the memorial. (Sce
figurc 6.) The emancipation moment validates the siatus qua; Lincoln's noble work
is dane, it seems 1o say, and the Nepro must now remember his place. Just as Eleznor
Rooseveld eclipses Marian Anderson, in a broader sense Lincola, as a symbol of the
nation and of white magnanimity, becores more impostant than emancipation or
civil rights.?? :

From the time of Frederick Douglass, black leaders had known that whites migi;l _

construe theit use of Lincoln's memory in rhis way. NAACP secrerary James Weldon:
Johnsen ritually re-enacied the emancipation moment on Lincoln's Birthday, 1925:
wrapping himself in 1 chain of fowers. he stoed near Lincoln's statue in New York
Ciy's Union Squaie and broke the chain. Such performances imply a pelitical
choice. not a natural affinity of blacks for “Father Abraham.* Histarians have ob-
scured this point by assimilaving rhe perspective of the emanciparion moement;
many assume tncritically that blacks lelt “almost universal admiration for Lintoln”
until the Black Power backlash of the 1960s. This simpliscic view ignores carlicr am-
bivalence among both leaders and ordinary blacks. In 1927 a black (eenager wrotc
W. E. B. Du Bais that youths in her Illinois town opposed celebeating Lincoln's
Birthday. Whay, she asked. had Lincoln ever done for blacks? The WWashingron /Afro-
American wondered the same thing in 1946. Many who siaged rallies at the

memorial shared whese doubts. Whitney M. Young, Je.. of the Nationa! Urban

.

W U5 shemghen Poss. Apal 12, 1039, p. 9 ungitled carecua, b {1 1ek] Spatling, Wirdangton Tomea-Hershd, March
. 1994, p IR “Ire All Lincelu’s Faual” cattoon by |Fred] Ellis. todrmspafiu Recorder, My 6. 1930. p 1) (fhis
ciration is from 1n Aftitar- Ameon nenypapes but Ellis dient for and seems uehare heen diseribied bn e Daedy
Wirter) Warfrags v D Apil 20, 19, p. & M Soauthi Gutes t0 Wackingron, die Frank Capea (Columbiz -
juret Corpatasa, 10391 Au upibated variany appears in Olives Stoni's JFX: as Kevin Costiwer s at fohin E
Kenneds's grare 1 toxecnt black fuher aed soa stand 16 he sibe JFK die. Clives Stone (Camelae Proslucrions,
1911 Seated 1u Ty Memurasl, Absrdum L el Gees Whitr Mishle Skuet Shwed, phowgrapli b Y Ambon
Siematl, i Natwoaad eogragtne Mogazeee M1 June 19171 701 1See aleor a plita ol s black Wi 1 huse bulee
peliching sher tder o prrgan ul Ly, b’ "0
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Seterd i Vis Mewmaniad, Aty ineotn Geny White Maeble Shoes Stied, phoingraph by -
0. Andhomy Stewary, in June 47 Nosone! Gengraphar Magszine. i
Compaie shis image ol Natianal Pack Service Janitors w
hpute 1 Casrtesr Nubivsars! Grograpilite Socresy.

- Government cooperation was not forthcoming-ia dhe decades afier 1939, when

blacks began Lo seck the memorial (or motc uvert protests. rather than Sunday con- .

cerss. Activists gradually learned vhat the skillful use of ritual and memary could
circurnverit such opposition. A standardized civil rights protest ritual evolved from
Lhe clements in Marian Anderson’s concert. such as using mass rallies instead of

pickets, performing patriotic and spiritual musie, choosing a religious fonnac, in--

viting prominent plafarm guests, sclt-policing’-the crowds 1o project an orderly
image, alluding o Lincoln in publiciy and oratory. and insisting ‘en using vhe
memorial rather than another site. The civil rights riwal absorbed the profune ino

the sacred. coating polities with civil religion. [t confrented racism powerlully bur

indirecddy, shrewdly emphasizing aational values over dicect political ceiticism, Pro-

resters refined diis approach during the 19-10s and 19505 as they engaged bureau-

crass in sporadic tugs-of-war over using the memorial.
[n 1941 black labar leader A. Philip Randolpb cocrced Rooseveh into issuing Ex-
ccutie Order 8806 (which created the Faic Employment Practues Comemitiee) by

o Cifj_l’ﬂiﬁh(ﬂh(l<1hc Lincola hiErﬁ(:ljﬁl T RN

threatening “1n ‘all-out” thundeiing march on Washingon, ‘ending in 2 monsteg

@g«: demonstration -2¢ Lincoln’s ‘Monument" to “shike up white America”
Roosevelts capitulation .avered the rally, but Tandolph's bid (o1 a permir for a
similar event the next year svas denied.-FOR and lckes worried that the memorial
was becoming a soapbox. Tckes confided 10 his diary, “If-we allow one controversial

subject ro be discussed” ar the memorial, "t would be-difficule for us to denyits -

use on ather similar occasions™ Ickes wrate Randolph and explained that a protest
would “dim the glory” of Anderson’s histotic concere, adding, "I do nov believe that
even such a meeting as. yolt propose would be in the «rue spiric of the Lincaln
Memorial."2¢ -

Randolph perscvered. His next proposal suggests that activisis were learning chag
access to this powerful symbol might depend on projecting peaceful, tirualistic
images approximating the emancipation moment. Wma
small, interracial, interfaith peayer pilgrimage 1o the memotal on Lincoln's Birth-
davThe Howard University Glee Club sang “The Battle Hymo of the Republic”
and "Go Down. Moses." justaposing heit retrains of "His wnth is marching v
with "Let my people go.” Eleanor Roosevelt was invited to this execcise in civil reli-
gion but chose instead 10 attend an official wreath-laying ceremony there with her

husband cadlicr in the day. Undaunted, Randolph planaed for the [uwre, “Next |

vear" he wrate,

{ hope that we shall have not ane such ceremony. Bue hundreds. all ever America,
wherever there inu staive of Lincoln. and wherever gloups of enlightened citizens
of buth races. both churchmen and laymen, can be braugh topether w 1c-allicm
Lincoln's high faith and 10 advance the cause he served.’® '

Here Randolph is prescribing ritual appeals ta Lincoln's memory not just ta legiti-
‘mate political action but 1o unify a coalivien, to evoke communitas. Rallies at the

memorial could help rejuvenate frontline activises and toify Jeadership factions. For

" example, NAACP scuretary Roy Wilkins reacted skeptically to the direct actions led
in the 19505 by Mactin Luther King, Jr: Butin 1957 as the third anniversary of 1he
Supreme Coutd's Brown r. Board of Edncatton ruling neared withow southern com-
pliarice, the two leaders agreed that an vplifting event was needed, in Wilkins's
words, 10 “allow our people to patticipate in something 20d express themselves in

some Wiy

A, Piilip Randulph). "Call w Negro Amesita: ‘To Merch on Wishingsan fur Jubs and Equal Parvii igasaen
in Natioaa] Defense. ™ in A Philip Randulph s Elcanor Roasereli. Wne 3. 194\, ioo Pepers of Eieaner Ronaercil.
19344944, ed Susan Ware aml Welliam 13, Chale pmictaiin. 20 reele, Trederick. M, msal reel 15 Uerbical
Gathatel. IWlrr Nvgrser Morcd The Morch an W, ibiagtan Mavement ta M Orgamzsicandd Iobiey por FEI'C
(New Yark, 10601, §5-11, B-83. lckes 1o Raadal ph, Aptil 13, 1242, bux 214, lekes Pepers: Tarold L Iies Diuy.
April 11,1942, p 6330, thed Furase-es atunion of Randolph’s imporiam sactical rale in the mecemnear cec Paule
E Pfeffer, A, Ihwip Ramdolph, Prowcer of the Cizd Righes Murerarn 1Buon Ruuge, 100).

19 Randalph and-B- F Mclaurin, “Spreial Release” Feb 4, 1913, box 26. A. Philip Randolgh Papers (Manu-
scripe Division. Libaty uf Conpeessh. ivalics sdded: Mabvina C. Thorupsan o Winifred Raushenbush, Feb 19, 1wl
bor 24, Brachethond of Steeping Cur Porters Papets, el In 1015 faur Yundied Outiodes rabbis held 1 seonl a1
erenc. praving 11 the “sunbal of Eherayion™ (or the Umied States o admit Jewish relugees Sce Barhuigpiny Pz

Oa =~ (843, p

@ O the tantical contlir hriween Bay Wilkins aml Mariin Liches Ring. Jr..ove Davil | Ganaw, Brorseg st
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"» -+ Again the Department of the I:nrcridﬂri_lialk:il. claiming limply. that blacks” bid
* " 1o hold 2 Prayer-Pilgrimage for Frecdom at-the shine would "inconvenience -

vourists-and deprive them of “undisturbed .contemplation of chis inspiring Mem-
arial” lnsiead, 6fficials offered an amphithieater niear the Washingion Monument.

In appeal, ‘the NAAGE's Clarence Mitchéll stressed-the memorial's poser asa place - -

for unity and regencration, explaining “that the symbolic value of :the Lincoln
" Memorial for this meeting was of tremendous imporiance in overcoming the de-

~ spuir, disillusionment and anger which have been generated by recenvacrs of mcial

- violence and.intimidation in the South." Incredibly, sill protecting the memorial,
‘the bureaucrats in wum suggested that blacks gather oa the plaza in :frond of the

Supreme Court! “When Mitchell cejecied this and other counierpropaosals, the

officials finally capitulated.“The NAACP issucda’special press release: "Secore Lin-
~ . coln- Memarial for Prayer Pilgrimage.'® ) . o

The format exalied principle over ditect confrontation. " There will be no picker
lines, resolutions or attempts. (0 cdll-on the President.” assured the NAACP, oaly

prayéss “for deliverance from the cancer of racism." On May 17, 1957, thirty (hou- ¢

sand people prayed “in the presence of the memory of Abraham Lincoln and of the
“God and father of our people.” Lest a zealous ctrowd unmask the day ‘as a political
1ally, the prinved program (above even the title of the event) warned that applause

was improper at a relipious service. Witkins raised the flag of nationilism: "We are’

Americans... . . We belicve in our Constitution and'ins Bill-of Rights”” King aflismed

- hiis place as the movement's preeminent spokesman with bis oration, "Give us the

ballot—We will transform rhe South” Mahalia Jackson led the crowd in the hymn
that Marian Andersan Jiad politicized, "My Coumry 'Tis of Thee.™?

The 1957 evenr-concluded with an addition 1o the politics of memory, the mass’

tecitation of ad “Aflirmarion and Pledge” Enureating "all Amecticans to join us in
prayer and in work to eradicate racial and celigious prejudices,” the pledge not only

served ahe ritual function of building commanitas, it fostered subile tragsition

" from thic sealm of memory to chau of polirics. Protesters were asking Ameticans, not

merely toremember, butto act. Adding 2 pledge to the civil-righus rireal-also com-

pleted the underlying pattern of nonviolent action that had been evolving at the

Lincoln Memorial. A few days before the pilgrimage, the acrivist Dayard Rustin ex:
plained that patrern to King. In the context of helping King focus a draft of the
speech he would deliver ar the memorial, Rustin wrote that " -

|he form in creative action is atways Yes-No-Yes. That is ta say a pasitive action such
as the iea-of brotherhond, follused by a rejection—a No. Rejection of segrega-

Cry: Martn Luther King, fr. and the Souttetn C) hesviean Leadership Corforence |New Yk 1986}, 1. Wilkins
waneed in xAA 1 Boasd f Direciars minules, Manh A1 1997, p. 2, bux ALG proug | NP Papers.

wE | Soqeats Cluenee Mahel), Aprif 16, 1937, Tax A3, graup HL xA %P Pagers; Miedbeld oo Hog
Wilkins. Aqul 22, 1037, ibid; “Scuure Finwaln Mcmuiial foe Prayer Tilgritnage " press release, Aptil-23. 1937, réned.

2 [t comarnens ahous picker lines, see " Pryvt Pil ptimage” 10 Nativa’s Capial Launched: Rev 1. Selvestre
Uit e Chair Nurshiwest CL? press release, April 29, 1957 b A21S, group 11 NAs ¢ Papers For the prayer.
see Mandeeai Johnson, rerarks at the Teayer Pilglimage for Feeedon, May 1=, 1937, ibed Aoy Wilkine_ remaiks
11 1he Prager Pilprimage lar Freelom, May 17, 1937, shid: “Praser Prlgrimage fot Treedum, Lincaln Memoiial,

Wishinpran, PC . May 17, 1957, 12 Non. Tropism.” bux 157, Nas ¢ Washingaun fureau Tapeee (Manuscripe

[ivacivnn. Tibrrry ol Copprenl; Wathingow, ab, Jeaseent af Hape, 197 2081

ass

" tion. discimination; injusrice: this musi:bie follewed hy a positiveiaction. o,
cammon action ) - . C o Lo :

>~ The paitern resonates st rongly with (heAmerican jeremiad. a fheworical comen-
tion favored notonly by many black speaketsbur alsoby Absaham Lincoln. Rustin's
-explanation in 1957 underscores how ritual aims w0 bring people 1ogetherand ener-
gize them for a comroa pucpose. Bur theJasger poinc is this: Years before activists

“like Rustin and Kirg began w© espouse a'Gandhian philosophy-of nonviolence in

-the South, the hasic patien was in.place- i the ritugls performed ar the Lucoln
"Memorial. The essence (masking power-and politics beneath:a peaceful, communal
-gathering) was rhere in 1939, and it became anore locused iinlater decades. ™

By 1957 1hat essence was atracting notice; the Lincoln Memoiial protests were
StarOng o transcend (he emaatipatior mormene—To T point, respanses ro the 1937

pilgrimage tchoed 1939: blacks were again seen-as taking the highread. paindig
their adv s ~ATACTICAn,and cIirping Yhe sacted spacc O il
B

with a sprcial lorce, How, asked Edward P. Mocgan inhis radio commenuary for AN

“News; coull the Ku Klux Klan or white citizens' councils march the power of "a

tespectable and respectful gathering of American citizens in-clean shirts and chic
dresses” whose anly weapons were the law and himan-dignity? - T

A burning ciass. 4 boinh, floggings. a lynching pariy. these are blunt, cumbersnme

weapons against aforce of this kind. O course, the tacists might refine theis ap--
proach. They might henccfoith picker the Tincolo Memaorial as voniaminaged 1w
_such = host of Negracs. : : -

The Lincoln Memorial continued to be seen as a conrested space, but one hat
ivas becoming ceet mote ideasified with the civil rights movemeny and-its politics
o —and ritua], Morciover, the ritoal was reaching maturity in its dual func-
tions of unifying protesrers and legitimating’ black veices in padonal politics.

Morgqn usped his nationivide audience in 1957 10 laok again ac il “respeciable

and respeceful” assemblage a1 the memorial: "Here, if you looked ac it closely, was

* a demonstrarion of power.?’ . ‘ - . .

Randolph neves abaadoned his idea of a-big march on Washingion. Lven befare

the 1957 pilgrimage, his associzic Rustin was jotting down ideas for a larger cvenl; -
later realized as the 1961 March oo Washingion for Jobs and Freedom. “Efforts

should be made as earlv s possible to get 2 pesmit to march in Washingran and
to hold a mass meeting before the Lincoln Memarial," Rustin wrore, fully awace of
the publicity valve of tussling with officials for 2 permit. “There may be 1ouble,
but this could make the situation alt the mare lively if handled cacefully” In late
(062, as lacal avtivism swebled in the Sautlyand the movemene sought a federal civil

2 Peddge quoied 1o “Tenes Pilpenvage for Frecdon”: Ravant Rusto w Margn Lober Ring. Jt Min fel 15T
nrewant cops. Tavand Buuin Papers IManoseaipe Daison. Libry of Cunpresst .. T
 Davd Hesard-Faney. “Lhe Culueng Black Teremuad. The dmernan Jeseanad aecd Bak Porest Bher-a,
Tram Frederu) Douglascio W E U Du Bos, 1HA-RIT Asmernen (lwarrerS). 30 Ino ¥, [IS6L ASE-92 On
pledges, see Hner Thanan Mo, J2e Womrw’ Feae U sond ke Owionoy e War 210022 cRmnille
luain, 1y . : .
voduatd I Mergan aml dhe Neas! asdin wepescipes Mav 170 #0937 b AMS grang L vv e e
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-rights ‘bill, Randolph-proposed “z mass.protest tally” at the memorial to-proclaim
‘a concrere "Emancipation Program” in the centenary year of-Lincoln's proclama-
1ion* These catly.plans rebut the frequient assereion that the memorial was a com-
promise site for the March on Washington, chasen when more confrontational

lacales -were abandoned. Organizers did discuss sir-ins at the:Capitol and 2 White
House demonstration, buca rally at the Linicoln Memorial was always in their-plans.
‘As initia] thoughts about the march evolved into 2 concrete-plan, organizers es-

chewed milivanr activities. This story has-been well 1old elsewhere, moderating

inMuences included the tension berween the moverment's old-and aew guards, the
addition of church and labar groups ro the march coalition, and the choice
negotiate for-the rooperation of the Kennedy administcation (which concurtently
imoduced the bill that would become the Civil Rights Acr of 1964). On whe day

. of the maich, even signs and banners had to be approved by planners, and last-
“minute changes were demanded to Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

(snec) leader John Lewis's hatd-hitting speech. Despite such moderations in the
1963 march, no event since Maran Anderson’s concert created 2 more indelible
public memory of the civil rights movement or, indeed. of the Lincoln Memorial.”?

The match culminated the politics of memory begun in 1939. On August 18,
1963, Tour hundred 1housand people massed at the shrine. In this "living petition.’
as Lerone Bennett, Jr.. wrote in Ebony, marchers "said with their bodies that che
Negro . . . was still not free.” Marian Anderson was there; slated 10 open the program
with tbe natienal anthem, she was delayed by dense crowds and later sang a
spicitual. Marchees prayed and orated, and Randolph led the throng in 2 pledge:
“Seanding before the Lincoln Memorial . . . in the centennial year of emancipation,
1 affirm my complere personal commitment for the struggle for jobs and fteedom

forall Americans” Here again was the final "Yes” in Rustin's formula for aneffective

protest: the common action that auccured both commnnitas and political commit-
ment. "What maceted most at the Lincoln Mémorial” Rustin later wrote, was not

the efoquent speeches, but rather “the pledge of a quarter million Americans, black- ‘

*ivg

and white, wcarry the civil rights revolution into the streets.

1# {Bayard Rustin], “Some Flans and Suggesions (ot + March va Wishingon for Cisil Rights. Orieber 1936

Rustin Papers. This memn clls for a {ull-time staff sod 2 beoad sponsoishiy. cleasly linking it to die 1963 mardh.

aui che sinaller 1957 event The memarial is also speeificd in carly 1983 memos. meeting agendas, and conespan-
deniee. See BR, TK & NI [Rusiin, Torn Kaba, and Nouman 1%01), wntided memo, Jan 1963 tfrd; “Prapiosals
for Emanripaiion Mach on Washingan® [March 12:2), 196)]. ibnif2 and Randalph o Stewan L Udatl. May 21,
WS, dud. .

N Among mary woiks reponiing that the memasal was s compromise site, see Ha rvard Sitkoff, T}.n Strugple
foor Black Equeality, 193-1980 (New Yotk, 1981). 1641, Far 2 distusaion of Capitol sil-ins. see OR. TX & Nt |Rumin.
Kaa, and Hill). vatidal meme. Jan. 1963. Fara dascussion aof 2 Shite Uiouse drmonsteacivn, sec “Propascd Plins
for Mardh” July 1, 196, Tax 14, Handolph Papeis. Manble, Blard Amerersn Putidecs. 91-9; Garrow, Bearveg the
Cro1. 2H1-83. For dogan tessrictions, sec Orgorizing Surwaf No. 2 freal Phans for the March on Washesgion for
Joinamd Vreedawm, D, Rustin Fapres; and |Randolph]. "Slogans.” ad.. box AZI". graup I, Naace Papary. Severdl
appeoncd dogans refed 1o Lincols anel emancipatan. ] )

i Alifwinigh nuase «aueces numshee the {9V wiaichess 21 230000, Thomas Gemiile analyzes cnwed cauneing
presceclntes andl maakes a case fos HITL0UD. Ser Thumas Geatle, dhured nn Warbagenn. Augars 28, 1961 (Wash-
ingion. [983). 230. Ser 4lso Farmer interrica, 6=". Lesone Bennca, Jr.. “Masses Were March Heron,” Ehoay. 19
Nk 15633, 3310 12, K1, 06, 119220, 122124, esp 13 6; Hanbengioa Pust. Aug 29, 1963, sec Eop. 1 "March
an Washingion for Jobs aenl Erecdunt, Augive 28, 11; Liraln Mewnnrial Program.” teafler. Ruson Papers: New

Yord Trwer, Aug 29, 16\, p. 16: Rustin, typeseript excerpt af ptile in Diderssnn. Ou [I'?{:l]. Hurtin ¥apers

- Ciil Rights-ael the Lincola Memorial =~ e

In-Ametican memory, the.most eloquentspeech of the day wayKing's. The:final

~speaker, he waared ‘his remarks to:be “son of-a Gerrysburg Address” He began with

the emancipation mament: “Five score vears ago. a-great American, in whose sym-
‘bolic shadow we stand-woday, signed the Emancipation Proctumaion.” King aler-
nated berween confrondion (musing that Negraes'had been given s bad check™)
and the visionacy nativaalism of-a dream “decply rooted in the American dream.”
Near the end of his oration.‘he recited the hymn that Andersonhad sung twenry-

:fouc years earier, "My :Country "Tis of Thee” Once more, slack -lexders offered

Ametica an inspiting and reverent national moment thal subdly portrayed the'move-

ment's adversaries as un-American. As historian Richaid Lentz has recently ab-

served, “the power of King's oration uttimavely derived from the confluence of 1o
antithetical symbols — the Birmingham of Bull Cannor wich its snarling police dogs

and lashing tice hases, and the March with its assemblage ol Amelicans sharing

King's dream ol Americasmade whole” Asihe crowd and nationwide broadeast au-
dience listened o King's cadences, Lincoln brooded over his shoulder — die statue
bathed in special lights o enhance its visibilicy on 1clevision and in news phatu-
graphs.»® a A

Journalists filed dozens of mood picres ta convey the ambience of the day: how
dressed up the maschers were, the overwhelming aura of celebration “and viter de-
termination.” and a sense that the rally had somehow changed che memorial. “The
shrine that was the assembly point was so entirely appropriate.” Richard S. Bird
wrote in the New York Heruld Tribune. “that you looked at it in 2 new way” The
ritual imbued partivipants with '

2 leeling (1 is ofien hard for people 10 get in their every-day life.

A feeling lor country. Tens of thousands of these prutioning Negroes had aever
been to Washinpion before, and probably wauld never come apain. Now heie they
were. And 1his was their Washingron . . . and chad greaw masble inemorial was their
own memorial w the man who had emancipated them 3 :

Marchers ahsorhed dhe mix of memory and rummanites. One woman 1old a
reporser, " think Lincoln is moved by this: he must koow what is happening” Bt
she also knew the day was nut really abour Lincoln avall, exclaiming. "Vam soprond
of my people!” Lerone Dennets, Je.. pinpointed the days legacy: .

If the March changed no votes in Congress of na hearts in America. it did. a1 leas
change the marchees themselves. Those who thought. in the bepinning. that it was
100 respeviable. and 1hese who thought it was wo ndial .. for 2 momenu in
time 1they were nne!'

% Nierbaus MGl “Fleard 1l Cnheanl Specchuss Wl Realls [Hippowed acile Masgh un Wadangrn-”
Jent. 33 {Sumnier WhKL 203 -0, égp 105 Washingron, ol - Teuswens of Vhepeeo 10 2 Rindund Leene -Speasie
thy News Magazence, awed Warsin Luticr Kemg (Baton Rospe. L0, 76 7F. L]

© Newe Vord Hees's Trebuna, Aop 20 MAL pp. | H

W phnagron P Aug 21 Bt ceo A p L Doeeae Bewnen, e b March. i T Fn 16ey Mon il
ed Dnis B Spp dero i dowap vt S0 ep §
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figure 7 .
196} March on Washingion for Jobs and Freedom, Jim Athertan, phawgapher.
: Note the flovdlights used to make the statoe visible from
ihe athes side an Lelevision and in photographs:
Courresy UPLBrtionzsn.

Pundits before and after the march predicied that it would change no voles on
the civil rights bill. This cry originated among moderate and right-wing opponents.
who wamed thae the event would be counterproductive, Later it figured in left cri-
riques by activists and scholars, wha felt the march had devolved from a protest inro
a “chaueeh picnic™*

Such critics missed the point of the march and the surarcgy it fulfilled. In the
surnmer of 1963, talled the “Summer of Discontent.” 1.122 civil.rights demonsira-
tions occurred nationiwtde; an unprecedented 20,000 protesters wefe arrested in the
South. The tactical brilliance. of tlie march, as of earliet rallies at the memorial, was
ro raise subtly the threat of similar militancy in Washington —and 10 do it in a way
that areeacted public support and evaded government suppression. The Kennedy

1 The dhassic siatement heee is Makulen X with A lex Haley. The Ausofenpraply ot Mudeodms N 13963: Nro: Yark,
1973}, 27H-AL. The phrase “church pecniit” wsiginaced anang jaurnalises 15 an approhatian, saca condemuzation,
af 1lse maech. See Newe Yook Hesald Ticbwer Aog. 10, 106). pp. L A New Vard 1imer Aop 27, 196\ pp. L

72 amd Kay Nexle, “Nex Othes Place w Bel Daberadenn, V| Sepi. 190319

A

administration <id piess for moderation; but-protesters had long agolearncd how
{0 outmanevver burcauerats and arrive at the-Lincoln Memorial. They wete there
again in spring 196 while the civil rights bill languished in filibustet, seminarians
of many races and faiths held a ywenty-fourhour vigil at the shrinefor months. They
wete cerain. one of them recalled, that "Lincoln was on out side™ Just before the

" bill passed on June 10, Vice President Hubern Humphrey confided 1o activists, “The
secret of passing the bill is the peayer groups.” Who could ban a church picnic!?

Looking broudly o 1939 1o the mid-1960s. then, the civil rights ricuals at the
Lincoln Memarial had repeatedly served 1we functions, uniting and invigeraling ac-
tivists and legitimating black political action. Black lezders assembled at the shrine
a compelling universe of narional symbols — Matian Anderson and Eleanor Roose-
veh, Uie American flag and the national anthem, preachers-and chuech choirs, se-
nators and presidents, boy scouts and Abraham Lincoln—all of which linked rhe
black political apenda ro the regnant cultural nationalism of the era. [n wurn, such
icons were held up in opposition 10.a growing rogue's gallery of un-Americans dhal
included the DAR. the lynch mob, the Ku Klux Klan, Mississippi seoator Theodore
G. Bilbo, Arkansas governor Orval Faubus, the adite cidzens councits, and The-
ophilus Eugene (“Bull”) Connor.® '

Randolphs press release for the 1938 Youth March for 1nteprated Schools made
such pairings explicit; a rally au the Lincoln Mernorial would "highlighs the Amer-

Jican Way of Life" and "alert public opinion to the grave danger of the poison of

Little Rock Fawbusism infecting the bloodsiream of American life.” Organizets un-
derstoad exacely what they were doing 21 this national shrine, and they knew that
public memory hinged on compelling visual images. To compere for public avicn-
lion against modern distractions such as baseball’s World Series and the sputniks,
Randolph wrote, “any human cause, though grear aad imperative, must be given
sharp picturization.” He added, “The propaganda of the deed is mote powerful than
the propaganda of the word™ . :
A politics of memory might have wotked just as well if protesiers had gone 10
the White House or the Capital. But a ritual straregy 21 the Lincoln Memorial had
special advanrages, both in gening a message (0 the public and in broadening par-
ticipation. The distinction between prolests it the Lincola Memorial and those art
other sites, Joseph L. Raub, Jr., asserted. was in “how voi're aiming.” Smaller events

1% James W Vasder Zanden. 4 Soiologist’s App paisal” Muduers Quacserit. 3 {Jan. 19613, 99-108: Marable,
Bk Armerrcan I detive. £9-90; IWipkingtan Erpning Stre Apiid 2. 1968 scc. A pp. L. o): Washingicn Post, \ay
1. 1963, tec. A, p F: Jobn C. Haines inceavien by Sandage. Ory. 23 1981, transcript. p 2 {in Sansdage’s pussessian}
Vubeat blumphrey guoted in Charles Whaten tnd Bubus Whalen, The Longers Debate A Legudama T
wf thy 1960 Crow’ Righp Acz (Labin Jolin, 19840 164 _ - -

«Sen Theadure G Wil wus the villzin of 1ro 1246 anulynching rallies 1t che memorial. See nate o

v Bandolph. & hy the tueeraucel Youih Marehs for Integrated Sehaols?” (L758), Rustin Papers Vor achec ci-
dente diar-black lesders invded-Lincodn’s measuey as pans of 2 broad public el wions siraiegy. see the NAMP<
1onual pationad colin broxleases an Luscoln's Bitihdsy chraughoun the 19505 ind cary 19605 On dhe 1956 broadl-
cart, Ruy W ilkane sl vhic Sumh Afticaa bumaniati o Alan Paion, “Can the prupdes of Souih Alrica imake the
menwry of Linealinoin ke siropgle spamnst apanbieid?” Sce "Supgestad upening reniarks and quesinaw nl ¥4
ralier paopram b be tevmaded an beb =7 bax A283. grog HIL Sascr Papers

Civil Rights anid ihe Lincobi Memorial (U

...




hn —— B

W ARITTAA4NG/ N AL A 4 WL L2480 A LTJARN AL & 4 W

A e/ TT

160

wele .
at, public opinian. Pratestets-mad
Public Opinion; they chose rodffumc

~had 2 “diffused” impact and

A2+ ¥V LA &£VEeZXTVLVVLI

"1’!'|.i.ni‘]qilfrin!'iﬁf;}\‘mfric:n Hismyﬁ ‘ HJune:199)

vdirected rightat the fprr:sidém.'"b(u mass meetings at the:shrioe wth—i}imEE!
e:the shrine inw 2 kind of Supreme Court of
herished principles, not 10 criticize the policy
rakers who ultimarely had to decide whether to change thesystem. PaE‘jl‘R.obgor?.
Jeader of a 1946 amilynching rally-at the memorial, observed chis distinction. His
blunt demands in 2 White House meeting with Peesident Harry S. Truman-cceated
a minor furor; butat the-Lincoln Memorial later the same day, Robeson merely sang
and read a new emancipation proclamation. .

Activists also used the memorial to bring mote people into the mevement.
Norman Hil, a keading organizer of the 1963 march, explained that prorests there
recalled that in 1963,

15 a growing sense that in facr the

35 the march uafolded and developed, thete w <
the tnovement. ‘Therelore, i one

maood . . . of the couniry was shifiing toward ‘ .
wanted . . - 1o pass [the civit ights bill} and also ro geacrate real numbers in the

match itself— tactieally it became more important 1o Ao that than ta do the direct
confronational things Jike giting-in in various halls of government.”

Even with the ritualistic format iised at the Lincoln Memorial, assembling before

government buildings would have been more direcdy con frontational, more accusa-

tory, more likeby 10 be counterproductlv:. Moteover, many nonactivists, beth black

and white, might have feared to join a chanting (possibly violent) throng ouuifle
ihe president's house or the Capital. A "church picnic” at the Lincoln Memorial

scemed less [orbiddinig. Repeatediy, observets of the ralties remarked how they
brought new people into the movernent. "An awful lot of black people who'd never
been at a profesl were there!” Rauh recalled of the 1939 concen.,PaL!Ia Sandburg,
thie poev's widow, caught the ambience of the shrine when she chose it for her hus-
band's memorial service: "It would be especially appropriate, 2s people (rom all
walks of life would feel welcame there? . ‘
" Efforts at inclusian and indirect confrontation intensified the symbolism of pro-
tests ar the Lincoln Memorial. The shrine was distant from povernment buildings.
bue it was by no means neutral ground or 4 compromise site (hy dilured the power
of black protest. Conceived in a quest for white consensus, Lincoln's lcmpl.e had
been subsequendy defined through interracial conflict az.ld rramformtd inlo 2
“moral high ground" {rom which 10 exhort America 10 ﬁms.h ‘f‘haL Lincoln called
“the geear task remaining before us!" 1n \his way, the memorial is2 .povls'c;rfully con-
(rontational site. Proteseers presenred themselves as orderly, parriotic citizens. They
made the past a resource and made Lincoln a signifier of 1he dissonance berween
America’s professed and achteved values. Rachelle Horowitz, transporeatien director

red with » similar NAM p-tponsnted event. 1lsp

T Luerview, G; Paul Rohesan’s amilgnching tally compe
Aauh ol See hregion Ererrag Ssa Aug . 16, sec

at the memarial. See IYinhiwgion Poil. Scpt. 29, 4046, sec. B p b I
A, p. Lamd Lashfmgson Afro-Ameritan, Sepi. 28, 1946, p. 1.
o Norenan Hiill inteoucw
o Rauh iorervics, 1 Washepton
fulder, Washingromian Cllectian,

Sandage’s poasession).

Frening St S 20, 194, Yipping 10 “Linenln Meniasa

.and agdin at the mem

by Sandage. Dec. 7. 1080, wanscsipr, p- 1 tia
F aton Foc & 11l 196D-1707

Civil Riglts and the Fioenlas Memorial I

ofthe 1963 march, rememibered-ihat -marchers wanied ‘to communicate a simple
message: “We represent the core of-what this country-believes in." Rallying again
orial (hammering their message horne and drawing suength

10°keep hghting).was like returning o ‘home base, ‘Horowirz said. She and:other

: protesters

had 10 keep going back. . . . Us.a sense of whether voushave just-a protest sally-
ot whewher you're having something with-hisioncal dimensions.-And | think that

Lincoln does add thae. You're-standing there in the face-of history. In the face of
history that has o be completed. . . . Tntetms of ‘both-syinbolism and theneed
to go [orward, the memotiat is the perfeat place*

Symbolic necds, of course, change over time. After 196) many blacks deseried
both the rituals and symbols (hat had been so Torcelully merged at the Linveln
Memorial. The politics of memary-had involved choices between militant confronta-
rion and Yonger-term public education, berween separatism and coalition building.
The ritual (hat evolved [rom those choices, the sacred status of the memorial itself,

“and the fact that using the site tequired government permission-narrowed ptotesrers’
wactical options. Wisconsin {air housing activists did hold an cighi-day vigil rhere
in 1967. and the antiwar March on the Pentagon stepped ofl fram the memorial
the same year. But as the general climate of protest turned mose militanc in the
fate 1960s. black leaders, including King, cxplored new ractics. The disasurous Poor
People’s Campaign of 1968 — the last action King helped plan —builta shanryrown
withia sight of the Lincoln Memorial, finally bringing to Washington the kind of
long-term direct confromation pursued in Bicmingham and Selma, Alabama.*
~ Likewise, blacks abandoncd Lincoln afier 1063, as the success of their movernent
‘transformed protesters’ sensc of ideniry. In 1964 the black novelist John Oliver
Killens attempted to explain the widening- gap between blacks and sympathetic
white liberals. " You give us moody Abraham Lincoln, but many of us prefer John
Brown, whom most of you hold in contempt and regard as 2 fanatic," he wrote. Mal-

colm X declared that Lincoln “probably did inore 10 trick Negroes than any other
man in history” [ surely did noc hefp that (just as aewsman Edward Morgan had
predicted in 1957) the shrine’s growing identification with black freedom was in-
creasingly reburted by racists— from the anonymous grafhitist who scrawled " NIGGER

LOVER" on an outside wall of the shrine afrer 2 1962 commemosacion of the centen-

nial of the Emanciparion Proclamation to 2 1972 wreath-laying ceremony there by
the National Socialist White People’s Tarty (1 he American Nazis).!

4

o Rachelle Lvtawise imeivien In Saadipr, Do 20, 482 IansepL. p. §1in Sandape’s paecsienl. RUTTURE]

Lieoln. Geripsboig Addicss. i Caltrered Wirls o2 Abraham Lineste, el Basler, VIL 40-21 .
v Washpngsan fost. Ou B. 6™ sec. A, p \l Wnhimgrew Evemng St Qui M, 1867 s Ao pp T2
Washingran, ed.. Testameet of Hape, 6 AL pp. b Berloadud . Juoe 23
ing8, sce Aopp b1V - -
w John Oliwer Killens. ~Explination of the ‘Black Msyche!
§5 47=48, esp 47, Malcalm X quotrd in Wareea. UWho Sprals for the Negrl, 261 Lesane Bennew. 1. Wus
Abe Limola 2 Whice Supiemacia?” Ehony. 1) (Fch 1968 33-10.41: '9sbeagtem Fevurng St Sept 27 ™A,
sec. B, p ). Warfaagta Turt, Tah 12 872 @ Ap 2 [t Cuirens Coum ily af Amicrivi advernsernent ity

1-~1. Enlsagma Post, une 26, 1564, o

> N Yord Tiwey Magozeue, June ™. 'l ¢p 17-\B.
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Figure 8

Gralfiti at she Lingoln Memarial after che cenennial celebration of (e
Emancipation Prociamation, September 22. 1962. Conrfesy
Noatioral Purt Scrvice. US. Depuriment of the literior,

By 1958 journalist Mary McGrory could write with certainty that “the Negroes
are repudiating | Lincaln] as their champion and friend. . . . They have decided thay
he has been imposed upon them as ‘a folk symbol.™ That repudiation applied
equally to the Lincola demorial. “How many times," asked Julius Lester that same
vear, explicirly tejecting the emmancipation moment.

tias the photograph been cepri ated of the small Negro boy stating up at the hl}gc
starue of Linvotn a1 the Lincaln Memorial? The photapraph would mean norhing:

if the boy doinp the s1aring were white.

What is the carechism the black child

lencns from Grade One on? "Class. what did Absaham Lincoln do?” "Lincoln freed
Wie slaves.” and the point is driven home that you'd still be down on Mr. Charlie’s
plantation warking ffom cn o 't il M. Lincaln hadn’t done your preat-great-

prandmama a fvor

allegeitly racist commenis by [anenil
spen lies i isurealic pragesters i U

" raprhy (Nem Vuek, W70, 316 antel " Bics 1ased Mub Spirir: Ameena’s Greacese

Aug 28, 1965, pp. Y2, 91 _ _
‘2 |[Jihemptnes Freneng Stes Teb [V, 19GB, seu.

L ties Vourr Momaf New Yk, ), §° 54

a1 see New Yard Jimer, Febo A2 1068, p. 36 The inedia ofien quoted Lincaha’s
he Tate 1961, See David Leveting Lewis, Martem Leetdwr Kemg. A Crotecal Brog-

Oanper” 5. New s and [Eiuid Repors.

\.p 3 Julius Cesier. Tank O, I Fusey” Back Pocer’s Gon’

- Failier.-Lincoln had been the only symibol of inremracial appeal on whom black

- Ciril ltigh'usr.in’d, 1_lic~.|:inuil|'1 Niemotial . L

protesters could lay chaim; che mactyrdom of King, Maleolm X, and others, ihe rise
of Black-Powet, and (he advent of black histery programs gave protesicisa conscella-
tion of contemporary black heroes. An interracial politics of memory,-placing blacks
at the center of the American story by, juxtaposing them with its noblest hera, was
no-longer. tactically useful if {reedom remained 2 gifv rather than-the praduct of
struggle —and if whites, influenced by the emancipation momenc, contiaued 1o sce
the Lincoln symbol as bigger than the movement thar was using ir.‘Memory thereby
threatened 10 become.an end in itsclf. rather than an incentive o furtheraction. '
Tronically, blacks' rejection of Lincoln in the late 1960s was in parra denial of
an icon they themselves had profoundly remade. The cxient of the African-
American-appropiiation of national memory was attesied by the counter-effons of
government officials and others after 1960 1o recaprure Lincotn andhis memorizl.
The Civi! War Centennidl. Commission, erganizing the 1962 Lincoln Mcmotiil
ceremony for the hundredrh anniversary of the Emancipadion Proclamarion, was so
cager to control the message imparted there that it negleceed (o invite any black
speakecs. (Thurgood Marshall was added to the program afrer aciivists threatened
a boycorr.) During their presidential crises, Lyndon B. Johnson and Richasd M.
Nixon both spoke at the shrine 1o defend their policies and compare themsclves Lo
Lincoln. On July 4. 1970, atthe behest of Nixon'saides. eniérainer Bob Hope and
_evangelist Billy Graham organized a jingoistic rally ¢alled Honor America Day: a
crowd of thirty thousand au the Lincoln Memorial heard Graham deliver a sermon
thar was a remackable response to the protest iradition that began when Matian An-
derson politicized a natipnal hymo. Graham declared, with unintended irony, "Let
the world knaow that the vast- majority of us-still peoudly sing: "My Country i ol
thee. sweet land of liberty!™ o a rime when disscinters were 1urning ro violent resis-
tance, Graham urged his hearers 10 “never give in! Never give in! Never! Never!
Never! Nevey!™ ) L :
One of the enduring wagedies of (he 1960s may be that black activists abandoned
their ritals of allernarive patriotism just when 1hey had become mast efleciive. In
the lite 1960s, the commingling af the civil rights and anti-Vietnam War mave-
“ments vielded new symbalic strategies. Peace historian Charles Chachield argues tlu
burning Mags and dralt cards did not represent anri-Americanism, but rather -
Americanisn.” Instead of using and subveniing the patriotic icons and natinnalism
that Susman argued had dominated American culre since the '1Y.30s. ani-war
sreategists rejected them ongright. The cultural journey from the 19305 10 the 1960s

“ On the histeneal 1eaes of thie proldeo <ee Vineenolaedung. There fva Boeve T1eBiad ey &0 Seeedo o
_ e Amerna (New Yk LuHD, 26-37 ‘
“* On the em s ipatinn centennial, see Washimgras Atro Awerrean Sepe 221562, p Az Widwgiom evneng
Sear Sepr 1. w6t p 1. and Winhewgeon Port, Sept 192, 1562, sec Eop ) Hudmar Remalong Nrwerna, 21n-11
On bandan B. |ahssan, e Nrae York Temwes, Fele L, 19GH. p. 162 un Richatd M Nevin, wer Wndeagaen e
beb 13,1974, ser A, pp 1-2 On Thanor America Day, «cc hd Jule Vi e A pp 122 Relly Giarhane
auneed abai L« A p ] i :
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: Figure 9
Pulice anresting membees of Viewnam Veterans Against the War for anempting o scal off
ihe memorial. December 2B, 1971, Courtesy Asracisted Press. )

is seen in the stack difference berween Easter 1939, when Marian Andetson sang "My
Country ‘Tis of Thee," and Christmas 1971, when eighty-seven members of Vietnam
Vercrans Against the War were arrested foc attempting to seize and seal off the Lin-
coln Memorial. Cultural nationalism was 0o longer 2 cesource; protesters NOw saw
it as pact of the problem. A nd where some deteumined 1a go next, theis broad coali-
dions would not fotlow. As balladeer Phil Ochs sang in 1966, .

o I go to thr civil rights. rallies,
“And | put down the old DAR. . ..
But don'l 1alk abour revolution;
That's going 2 linle bit roo fac.
S0 love me. love me. love me; 1'm a liberal 't

Civil cights rallics at the Lincoln Memorial were more than just protests in a dramatic
scuang, they were Lcansformative rituals that teveal the complexity of American na-

1t Chatles DeBenedei with Chatles Clrheld. Aw Amerrean Ordeal. The Ansmar Mutensear of the Vietnom
Ery (Syratuse, 19901, 195-Yh; David L Kecizer, Ratest, Pofitirs, smd Porcer (New Haven. 1988) Wishengron Posl.
Dec M. 70, ser. A, p. 1, sec. D p. 1; Phil Ochs, ~Love Me, I'm 2 Libeaal,” Phil Qchs. Térrre But fur forteae.
conpany dbisk, Elenin, O-fOH32-Z, 1Y (iginally scleased an il Orkr 1n Cowreri. 1i6i)

. CivilRights and the Lincoln Memofiad —+ T

yionalism-and ihe contexu of the civil tights.movemen's syrmibolic surategies. The

ritual that -eyolved-after Marian ‘Ariderson's 1930 concert sct_patterns rhat fore-
shadowed Blacks! tarer philosoply of nonviolent action. Xt unified and-rejuvenated

activises, broadened support and participation among the whilc-(and even the

black) public,-ind evaded bureaucratic roadblocks. Striving to make sacial justice

an essentidl component of the American Way of Life during decades ruled by a com-

placent culsal nationalism. African Americans-redefined the American Way by

counterexample — praying in their “Sunday best” on 2 nadonzl stage-and creating
events thac could be neither ipnored nor suppressed. Proesters used 2 -national

shrine as a kind of Trojan horse, evoking the specter of miliancy in ihe capal

theough peaceful situals that celehrated national values even.as vhey-strove vo change
them. o '

This was the cssence of the politics of memory: activists brought polities inco the
temple. but in-a way that preserved the temple’s holiness and-conferied upon them
its power as a national site. Remarkably, after the Jim Crow incidents at the
memorial’s 1922 dedication ceremonies, -3 black newspaper editorialist had pre-
scribed exacrly this course. The shrine had been opened 1o the public, he wrote,
“but not dedicated ™ Asking readers not 1o visit the memorial until Black Americans
could affirm its rightful message of emancipation, he described with uncanny fore-
sight the rires of narional memory that would become so imporiant to the bluck
{reedom movemeni. "With song, prayer, bold and yuthful speech, with faith in
God and country” he wrote, "later on lev us dedicare the temple thus far. enly
opened.” By transforming the memorial from a symbol of consensus inw. in Raul’s
words, "the prorest palace” black activists claimed it as dheir own, very poserful.
memary site .

I using concepts of public memory to analyze the civil rights movement, this
essay has attempied 10 focus on the complex form and content of the events them-
selves. The Lincoln Memorial protests were celebratory moments when national col-
Jertive memary seemed to be at its most inclusive, when there seemed (o-be the
widest agreement about Abriham Lincoln’s legacy — yet precisely then was the Lin-
coln symbol mast hatly contested. The point here is not merely that there was mom
for oppositional expression during decades of Cold War consensus but that nation-
alism and puhlic memory. ofien viewed as servants of the stawus quo, were them-
selves used to subvert or change the consensus; they were even used to demonstrace,
as in the 1960, thas there really was no vonsensus. White Amerigans’ persistent Leo-
dency to see national unity rather than provest in symbols like the Lincoln Memorial
sugpests that conllicts over public memory were integral to protesters’ tactical shift

in the late 1960s from a universalise, coalition-based approach to more miliranc and
particularist strategies. e was not so much that blacks' eatly tactics had Jed to co-
opratien, but rather that activists' sophisticated anempts to co-opt dominant
symbols could never fully overcome icreducible difTerences beeween black and whise

ways of remembering the American past.

“ Chacages Pvewider lune P22 p b Ranh iniciviea. 1
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" Lincoln's, The heavy haad of official memory is nOW
; T vhe 1910s. When King's birthday became 2
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Given the fragmented oppositional politics of our own-time, activists might re- .
vive (he stratepy of a politics of-memory, with its remarkable abilivy both o unify
protesters and 10 legitimate pr'ot’cst.'l\hhough mass demonstrations did resume at
the memorial afrer the hiatus coinciding with King's assassination and the Viewnam
Wat, these efforts-have mere often reflected 2 particulasistpolitics of identity thaa’
a broad-based strategy. In the pastwenty years actjvists there have demanded abor-
tion rights, fetal rights, gay tights, and the right to smoke marijuana. Other groups
demonsuating there have implored the Ametican people to end the arms.race,-in-
tervention in El Salvador, housing discriminat ion, world hunger, and even the presi-
dency ef Richard M. Nixon. Rallies au the memorial have spotlighted the plight of
soldiers missing in Victmam, embassy hostages in Iran, victims of drunk drivers, and
persons with Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Déemoastrators have
sought freedom For the people of Cuba, Taiwan, Czechoslovakin, Thailand, Paki-
stan, South Africa, and China. The. 1963 March on Washington was irself com-

memorated with large rallies on its anniversaries in 1983 and 1988. Since 1982, Lin.
coln's shrine has been adiqined by a newer site of comested memory, the Vietnam
Veterans Memotial.)? I :

. Not surprisingly, many of these recent protests invoke King's memaoty more thaa

sculpting King into the kind

of consensus heto made of Lincaln
pational holiday n 1980, consetvative Georgr congressman Newt Gingrich ob-
“Kinp. He ranscends all of us™” How much 1his echoes

served, "No one can claim Dr.
(he apotheosis of Tincoln: the icon thar belongs to all can be the weapon of no fac-

tion in paticular. Manning Matable speaks for many conterbporary activists when
he depleres “the gradual ossification of Mantio Luther King Jr.. his ideological and

political development frozen on the steps of the Liocoln Memorial. . . ."Half for-
gotten and deliberately obscured are the final radical yeaes of King's public life.”

" King's induction into the pantheon of official memory threatens 10 COMSIruCt 4 NEw
pational saviol whose work is. of course, finished. King on those steps, reciting his
Dream: Is this the aew emancipalion morment, at once liberating and limicing?

Struggles over public memory continue. Each year an King's birthday, a2 wreath-
laying ceremony is held for him onahat hallowed spot at the Lincoln Memonal, 2
group of schoolchildren recencly enlisied their congréssman 10 UIgE the National
Park Service to honot King and his immarual speech by crecting a plaque at the

1t Natianal Ptk Scrvice Ranger Logboaks, Lincoln Memorial, Dec. 17, 1973-Nax. 9. 1989. 21 vals, (Office of
Mall Opreacians. Nationsl Park Scrvice, Washiogton, DC.). Clever landseaping prevents farge tallies from being
staged st the Victnam Veerans Memoriah, and the Park Service resteices petmits for political seeions theee brcausr
of tlie ~sacted and persona] naruie of the site” John Williarns incervicw by Sandage, Scpt 26, 1989, noses. . 1
tin Sandape’s possesson). Williarms s supetvisory-park roges of mall oprmiuns._Nuinn:l Park Setvire. On vhie
symbiasis o the emorials 1e Lintaln and o Vieenam vererans, see Bodnar Remaling Amarics 4 and Chailes
L Griswold, "The Viesnam Veterans Memarial and the Washingion Mall- Philasaphical Thoughis ob Tolivical
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HEADLINE: CLINTON'S DAY BEGINS, ENDS WITH A BANG
BYLINE: Christopher Hanson P-I Washington Correspondent
DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY: Bill CIinton-kicked off his inaugural festivities yesterday with a blaze of campaign-
style events intended to spotlight his domestic priorities, to associate himself with exalted
past presidents and to stress his connection with the needs and hopes of ordinary people.

"We owe it to Thomas Jefferson and George Washington and all our forebears to face the
difficult, difficult problems of our time. ... We're going to try to make our schools better and
our streets safer,” the president-elect told cheering. supporters early yesterday at Monticello,
Jefferson’s neoclassical Virginia estate.

This was the sort of script Clinton intended to follow all day, but George Bush and Saddam
Hussein didn't cooperate. Bush responded to Saddam'’s flouting of Gulf War cease-fire rules
by ordering a missile strike against an Iraqgi nuclear installation.

" The headline-stealing flare-up was the last thing the Clinton team wanted as he made a
triumphal arrival by bus caravan in Washington, D.C., after several stops in small-town
Virginia. -

It stole some of Clinton's thunder at a time when his aides were hoping the spotIigh‘t would
focus solely on their man. They are hoping to counter a run of bad press resulting from -
controversies involving Cabinet nominees and broken campaign pledges.

When he arrived in Washington, Clinton gave Bush his-full support in the action, stressing,
"Saddam Hussein should be very clear in understanding that the current and the next
‘administrations are in complete agreement on the necessity of his fully complying with all
relevant United Nations ... resolutions."”

\
t

Clinton then went on with the day as scripted by the Democrats: a celebration of "American
Reunion" aimed at evoking a spirit-of unity and good feelings for the new leader. These
themes will be stressed throughout the week, climaxing at Wednesday s swearing-in ritual
outside the Capitol.

Yesterday, CIinton was serenaded by top musicians and Hollywood stars at the Lincoln
Memorial, before a crowd estimated at 300,000, many holdlng small flashlights in the
darkness.

Then Clinton led a throng of weII wishers across Memorial Brldge to rmg a full-size replica of
the Liberty Bell.
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It was a day carefully choreographed to convey a two-part message about Clinton: First, he.
is out to fill the shoes of such giants as Jefferson and meoln second, he has a keen sense of
the needs of the common people.

The brisk, sunny day began with a bus ride from Charlottesville, where Clinton spent the
night, over rolling hills to Monticello, on a hilltop in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

There, the president-elect, decked out in blue suit and gray overcoat, basked in comparisons ,
with the third president, whom he described as "one of the greatest and perhaps the most
brilliant."

Speaking from the mansion's column-studded front veranda to several thousand well-
wishers, Vice President-elect Al Gore mtroduced the new pre5|dent as "William Jefferson
Clinton." :

Five student winners of a letter-writing contest, who had offered advice to Clinton on
governing and were then chosen to appear with him, asked the president-elect what he
admired about Jefferson and what he intended to emulate. '

Clinton responded that if Jefferson were alive today, he would want to create jobs, improve
education, empower the poor and carry out other elements of the Democrat's 1992 campaign
theme of change.

"Jefferson ... believed that each generation would have to change this country. ... He even
said that periodically we would have to revolutionize this country to keep the people.in -
control. ... I want to be faithful to Jefferson's idea," Clinton told the crowd.

But even as he evoked a giant of the past Clinton stressed that he would not let power go to
. his head or make him aloof. ‘ .

"We wanted one last bus trip before taking office because.our bus was a way of saying to the
people of America that-we want you to be in control. We don't want to get out of touch or be
a long way from you,” he said.

' From Monticello, the 15-bus procession wound its way north, roughly following the 120- mile
route Jefferson used to take to Washington.

Hundreds of police and security officers patrolled the route. A cleanup crew spruced up the
highway, Route 29, removing road kill from the asphalt.

Along the road, Clinton passed thousands of well-wishers clustered beside farms, at rural
intersections and in villages. Family groups held U.S. flags, mothers with babies waved,
_young people hoisted srgns reading: "I love Hillary," "Good luck, Clinton-Gore," "Share the
Adventure." : -

There also were some protesters with such placards as: "Keep your promise: AIDS won't
wait" and "God bless the unborn."

The caravan rolled into Culpepper, in north-central Virginia, for a service at the town's main
Baptist church. The streets were packed, and Clinton used the bus's loudspeaker system to
boom, "Thank you, thank you very much, thank you, Culpepper."

The next stop was Warrenton, Va., where Clinton, Gore, their wives and children appeared in
the town square, near an old courthouse.

"You just make us feel so happy. ... We want all of you to try to be part of what we are going
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to try to do togethe'r," said Clinton's wife, Hillary, decked out in an elegant black overcoat. .

Clinton declared, "We'll do our best never to forget'who put us in the White House." He
walked a rope line, shaking hands as fans and children bounced up and down in enthusiasm.

Before long, the procession was inside the Beltway, the commuter freeway that rings .
Washington. The Lincoln Memorial swung into view, the procession stopped, and Clinton
and company were off across the grassy Mall.

The Lincoln Memorial concert - with artists including Bob Dylan, Tony Bennett, Whoopi
Goldberg, soprano Kathleen Battle and musician Kenny G - was next on the agenda. It was
-outwardly unaffected by the action in Iraq but, coincidentally, included an overfllght of
warplanes paying tribute to the new commander in chief. ‘

In a reference to the world tensions so evident yesterday, Clinton said: "Our history is clear
proof that out of diversity can come strength and a deeper unity, rooted in the virtues of
respect and love and humility. This is a lesson that the world has still not learned, as we see
today so painfully in Bosnia, Somalia, Iraq and elsewhere."

Clinton, his wife, daughter Chelsea and the Gores next marched across Memorial Bridge,
surrounded by children who march organizers said symbollzed the team's commitment to
youth. :

The bell-ringing ceremony followed, at a spot below Arlington Cemetery. Clinton declared:
"Tonight we are set to ring these bells for hope. ... Together the bells will represent a great
national symphony of hope and unity and a reminder we will rise and fall together.”

He pulled the thick rope attached to the 2,080-pound Liberty Bell replica's clapper.
Simultaneously thousands of people across the country and in several foreign countries
joined in. Astronauts orbiting aboard the space shuttle Endeavor, who were asleep at the
time, sent a recording of their earlier bell-ringing.

Organizations in the Seattle area joined in, including the Snoqualmie Tribe in Redmond, the '
Citizens Committee on Human Rights of Seattle, The National Association for Native American
Children of Alcoholics and the Refuge Service Center in Seattle.

Finally, to the haunting strains of Aaron Copland's "Fanfare for the Common Man," the
fireworks began. A day that had been jarred by anti-aircraft bursts over Baghdad was capped
by an aerial display over the Potomac River. This was the rockets' red glare that the
Democrats had in mind-to begln with. '
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