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THE:.WHITE: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON· 

. December 23, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . 

FROM: J. T.ERRYEDMONDSc:p:-

CC: JOHN PODESTA 
MARIA ECHA VESTE 
DOUGSOSNIK 
SANDY BERGER . 
SID B~UMENTHAL 
LORETTA UCELLI 
MELANNE VERVEER 

· SUBJECT: DRAFTS OF YOUR MILLENNIUM WEEKEND SPEECHES · 

. Enclosed are drafts of the remarks you will deliver during the Millennium celebration. These. 
drafts reflect extensive consultations with Ellen Lovell, Doug Sosnik, Loretta Ucelli, Ann Lewis, • 
Melanne Verveer, Maureen Shea, Bishop Jane Dixon and Sidney Blumenthal. We also solicited . 
and received input from Bob Shrum on your Lincoln Memorial remarks. 

• December 31- Remarks at the opening ceremony in downtown Washington, DC. You will 
introduce the First Lady who will speak: in more detail about the theme of the weekend and 
the National Time Capsule. 

• December 31 - Remarks to the children of the diplomatic corps at the International Trade 
Center. These remarks will be delivered under separate cover from the NSC speechwriters. . ' . . 

• December 31 - White House Millennium Dinner toast. 

' 
• December 31- Millennium Gala at the Lincoln Memorial. Your major message consists of · 

2-3 minute remarks around 11:33. This will be followed by shorter (45 sec) remarks just 
before midnight and your participation in the final countdown. 

• · January 1 - RadioffV address.· 

• January 2 - Prayer for the Millennium at National Cathedral 

·Upon your review and comments, we will prepare final remarks. Thank you and Happy 
Holidays. · 

/ 



Draft 12/23/99 5:0q pm 
Sam Afridi 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
AMERICA'S MILLENNIUM OPENING CEREMONY 

. WASHINGTON, DC 
December 31, 1999 . 

Acknowledgements: Mayor Williams; Robert Pinsky; Speaker Hastert;.Senator Daschle; 

all of you for joining the First Lady and me for this opening ceremony. 

I want to thank the New Millennium Choir for their wonderful song "Rising Like the 

Sun". With your vitality and your voice, you are living proof that the light may be fading on the 
. . JJ .· .. . \ 

2oth century' but the slin is ~ rising on America. ' . 

Even though this is an "opening ceremony", what we celebrate didn't begin today-. and it 

won't end tomorrow. Two years ago, Hillary and I created the White House Millennium Council 

. to help bring Americ~s tog~ther--to reflect on where we have been as a nation-who we are:-

what we want to be. In a word, to honor the past and imagine the future. 

Since then, Hillary .has hosted Millennium evenings at the White House with some of our 

nation's most gifted scholars and artists. She has criss-crossed America to help save historical 

treasures-from Harriet Tubman's home to Thomas Edison's factory to Native Ameri_can 

I . 

. pueblos. And this morning, we not only kick-off a weekend of celebrations-but a series of 

events throughout the year to mark the new millennium. 



This is truly a unique moment in our calendat-~but it is also a unique moment for our 

country.· Our economy is the strongest in generations. Our social fabri~ is~ ~e're 

moving forward on the remarkable American journey towards ~ed HfltiBn, a more just 
.· . 

society, a more perfect union. · 

There is no better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams and the gifts we want to 

leave for the future: There is no better opportunity to open a new chapter of progress ~d 

·. possibility for all our people. There is n<;> better time to join hands and build the One America of 
. ' 

our dreams. 

As we honor the past, let us imagine that futty"e.- .. 

Now it is my privilege to present someone who has done more than anyone in our · 
' ' 

country to help us celebrate and appreciate the dawn of the new milleriniuin. Ladies and 

Gentlemen, the First Lady of the United States. 

### 

I ' 



Draft 12/23/99 4:00pm 
Lowell Weiss 

.. PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON' 
TOAST REMARKS DURING MILLENNIUM "CREATORS DINNER" 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
December 31, 1999 

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening ~d welcome to the White House. Tonight, I rise to 

offer three·brieftoasts. The first is to you. It is truly anhonor to·tum thi~ page in history with all : 

of you - for you have contributed so indeliply to the narrative of this American Century. 

The second toast is to my wife - for it is she who has inspired the nation to honor our past 

. and imagine our future as we welcome the new millennium. Over the past two years leading up 

to this unforgettable night, no one has done more to imbue this milestone with national purpose -

and I am deeply.grateful. 

The third toast is the most daunting - for I am called upon to do justice to a thousand 

years ofhistory in four minutes ... during dessert. In the State ofthe Union, I get a whole hour 

to talk about a single y~ar. ·Even then, I always nin long. 

Tonight, we are rising as a nation to the mountaintop of the millennium. Behind us we 

. . 
can see the great expan.ses of the American experience. Before us lie vast frontiers of possibility ' 

yet to explore. 

This is a wonderful vantage point for olir nation- and a remarkable tinie to be alive. We 

are ending this 1,000 _year sweep of history aUt moment of soaring optimism. Never before has ' 

America had the combination of economic prosperity, social progress, and national self-

1 



confidence with the absence of internal crisis or an external threat. Never before have we had ' . 

such a blessed opportunity to build that "more perfect union"of our founders dreams. 

When our children's children look back on the _century we leave tonight, they will see that 

this time of unlimited promise was not preordained. They will see that it was earned - by men 

and women· who, in the words of our great Poet Laureate [RobertPinksy], did not "mer.ely 

celebrate our oldest ideals, like trophies under glass, [but kept] them bright with use." 

They will ~ee that vre earned this moment through the hard-won triumph of freedom. 

From the beachheads ofNormandy to the buses ofMontgomery, patriots from all walks of life 

have risen to advance the heroic march of human .liberty. 

They will see that we earned this moment through the triumph of discovery. At the outset 

of the century, not even the most far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted all the 
. . 

miracles ofscience that ha~e emerged from our labs: Antibiotics and vaccines, silicon chips a:nd 

the Internet, microscopes that envision the infinitesimal and telescopes that elucidate the infinite, 

the soon-to-be-complete biueprint for htiman life itself. 
. . 

And they will see that we earned this moment through the triumph ofcreativity. For what. 

was true of the ancient civilizations is just as true today: National power may spring from 

economic and military might, but national greatness emanates from ennobling contributions to 

the life of the mind and the soul of art. In this century, virtuosic American artists of the page and 

canvas, stage and screen have drawn from a diverse palette of cultural traditions; they have given 

the world a great wealth of expressive, i.ngenious, and uniquely American forms. 

2 



The new century and new millennium will bring a cascade of new triumphs. Already we 

see new hope for peace in lands bedeviled by ancient hatreds. We see new technologies both 

expanding and opening the storehouse of human knowledge f?rpeople across the globe. We see 

scientists rapidly approaching the day wh~n newborns can expect to live well past 1 00 years and 

children will know cancer only as a constellation of stars. 

But by far my most solenu1 prayer for the new millennium is that we will find it in our 

hearts to keep growing together, as.one _America, as one people. Just ~ook around you. Look at 

the glowing diversity of race and background that illuminates America's house on this historic 
' ' ' 

' ' 

night. Frankly, I have never seen such a vivid illustration of what I have believed all my life-
. . . . ' 

that the human spirit is distributed equally across the human landscape. 

I cannot help but think of how America is different - how history is different- because 

you were able to imagine, invent, and inspire. By the same token, I cannot help but dream of 

how our future can be different if we can give every child in America this same chance to live up 

to his or her God-given potential. That is the future I hope every American will take a moment 

' ' 

to imagine. in this millelmial year. That is the future I pray we can all join together to build. 

* * * 

3 



Draft 12/23/99 !2:00pm 
JeffShesol 

away. 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON · 
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA 

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
December 31, 1999 

Tonight we celebrate a change of centuries. 

We celebrate the past- and close a chapter of America's remarkable story. 

We celebrate the future- and the dawning of a new millenniUm that is now. minutes 

Tonight, from the summit of this American century, we survey the sweep of our history. 

We marvel at whathas changed in the la5t hundred years,' and imagine what will ~hange in the 

next hundred - and the next thousand. 

1~ 
. We Americans do not fear cha:'fige; we welcome it, we embrace it, we create it. Yet on 

this· night I am struck not only by what has changed but by what endures: our freedom, our faith, 
- . . ~(<h.~) .. · 

O"!lf ceaseless pilgrimage toward the idec,tls of our Founders. Ideals are timeless.~. "We hoi~ 
. '· . ' ~~~~t~~J-i6~' 

these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal"- tllis is the st6ey of om eei>IW')<. ~ 
. . ~~ 

.Freedom's open arms, embracing the tited, the poor, the huddled masses from every shore. . . 't:;;f1j:!!'· 
Freedom's steady advance across our own land, from the schoolhouse doors to the ballot box to ~ P.a... 

. <·~~ the corridors of power. .. Freedom's rising tide across the globe, as more people, in more ~ . 

GJ..ectM 
places, secure the blessings ofliberty. ~ ~ 

' . 
1 



As generations of young Americans have showrt, freedom's price is often high- and 
. . 

freedom's work is never done. Our triumphs over aggression and oppression summon us not to 

rest but to strive on. And so we strive: because we know that America is more than a blessed 

plot of earth; an economy of unparalleled plenty; a great power among nations.· America is all of 
. . . 

these things; but we know that, most of all, America is an idea- a noble vision,ofthe essential 

worth ofevery huinan being. 

As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation's birth, let us pledge that each 

year brings us closer to this, our founding principle. Let us pledge that the new millennium will 

. ' 

bnng, in the words·ofthe Great Emancipator, "a new birth of freedom." 

And let us finally fulfill the dream of Martin Luther King, who stood and spoke on these 

. . . 
very steps exactly one century after Gettysburg. As '!'e ring in this new year,.this new century, 

this new millennium, let us join hands and say - in the words of Dr. King, in the words of the 

American hymn, now and forever- "Let freedom ring!" 

2 
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[A pause w~ll permit stations to break from coverage. Then:] 

It is now my great pleasure to introduce the latest work by a man who has told, so very 

powerfully, the stories of our times_: our tragedies, our triumphs. Steven Spielberg has created a 

short film- with a score by the modem master, John· Williams__: that will carry us tonight across 

the vast landscape of· the 20th Century, and ever nearer to the 21st. 

•) 

.. · 

3 



Draft 12/23/99 6:35pm 
Jeff Shesol· 

. · PRESIDENT WiLLIAM J. CLINTON . 
REMARKS AT THE LIGHTING OF THE WASHINGTON.MONUMEN'F 

THE MILLENNIUM GALA· 
THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

December 31, 1999 

l 

We are moments from midnight. .. moments from the millennium. 

During the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin ~as often seen looking at a 

painting of a sun low on the horizon; When the Constitution WaS finally signed, Franklin said, " 

I have often wondered whether the sun was rising or setting. [Today] I have the happiness to 

know it is a rising and not a setting sun." 

Two centuries later, as we begin another new day, we know that the sun will shine 

brightly for America. So come, let us lightthe way: from a glorious, glittering past to an even 

brighter tomorrow! 



Draft 12/23/99 7:00p.m.· 
Glastris 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
RADIO ADDRESS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 1, 2000 

Good morning and Happy New.Year--or should I say, Happy new millennium. 

Last night, millions of Americans,· and billiods of others across the globe, celebrated a 

unique night in history .. We watched on television as midnight broke across the globe, 

first in Asia, then in Europe, Africa, South America, and finally here in North America. 

That people all.over the planyt could experience the same eve~ts at the same time 

would have been impossible for anyone to imagine a thousand years ago, when Europe 

was emerging from the Dark Ages, and there was little if any communication among the 

greatcivilizations Of that day.· Yet the growing inter-'connectedness of the world today is 

more than just a mark of how far we have come. It is, I believe, the key to understanding 

where we are going, and what we ~ust do, in the new millennium we have now entered. 

As a global economy and new technologies--like satellite communications and the 

Internet--bind the world closer and closer together, our fate here in Ameri~a will 

inevitably be tied to the fate of other nations and people around the world. Our 

economic prosperity will depend not just on our own productivity, but on the ability of 

others abroad to buy our products. The quality of the air-we ?reath will depend not 

' \ . . 
solely on how well we control our pollution, but how well other nations control theirs'. 

Our national security. will depend notjust·on having the strongest, best equipped, best-



.· 

.· 

trained military in the world. It will also depend on our ability to cooperate with ouF 

allies to stop aggression and fight threats that know no borders, such as terrorism and the 

spread of weapons of mass destruction. 

To advance our interests and protect our values in this new, interconnected world, 

America clearly must remain engaged in the world. We must help shape events and not 

be shaped by them. 

But it is not j11;sfby our exertions abroad that we can shape the future of the world; 

but by the example we set at home. For in the new millennium, the eyes of the world will 

be on.us. The fu~e will happen first here in America-be it the latest technology, 

cultural trend, or solution to the next great challenge. The nations of the world wili be . 

looking to us for leadership in meeting those challenges. . 

If we in America can extend prosperity to people and places in this country that 

have not felt it, then perhaps the global economy can bring a better life to ~~e 1.4 billion 

people who live on live on less than a dollar a day. If we in_ America ~~ovide all our 

children with a world-class education and t the ~[;:'n perhaps it will be 

possible, in the not-too-distant future, for every child in the world to have a good 

educat~on. And .if we can build One America, and make our diversity .our greatest 
. '' ' 

strength in this more interconnected world, then perhaps other nations will see. the 

advantage of working to overcome their own ethnic and religious tensions. 

. ' 
i 



We begin the 21st Century well poised to be that guiding light. Seldom in our 

history, and never in my lifetime, has Am eric~ enjoyed such a combin~tion of widespread 

economic success, ~: ~onal self-confidence, witho~t an internal 

crisis or overarching external threat. Never has the openness· and dynamism of our society 

been more emulatedhyother countries. Never have· our deepest values--of freedom,, 

democracy, and opportunity-been more ascendant in the world. 

Nearly fifty-five years ago, President Franklin Roosevelt said that "we cannot live 

alone at peace ... that our own well being is dependent on the well being of other nations 

far away," and that we must be "citizens of the world, members of the human 

community." His foresight is one of the rea~ons many of us consider Roosevelt to be the 

greatest person of the 20th Century .. · An? ~~o~ ~r in the 

21" Century. With Americ~e can make this new century a time of 

unprecedented peace, freedom, and prosperity for all the citizens of the world. 

\ 
Thank you, and God bless America. 



.• 

Draft 12/23/99 lO:OOam 
· Terry Edmonds 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
PRAYER FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 
JANUARY 2, 2000 

Let us pray: Dear Lord: As we awaken to the morning of a new millennium, help us to 

remember that all we are and all we do begins with you. For a~ Moses teaches us, "a thousand 
. . 

years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night." [Psalm 90:4] 

And so it is fitting that we begin this new century and Jubilee year by offering our 

profound thanks for the divine light first revealed two thousand years ago, that has brought us to 

this .sacred place today. First, I want to give thcinks for the good health and strong faith .that you 

have so graciously showered upon me and my family. It is by your hand th<;tt I have found the 

strength to be a servant, to the best of my ability, of your word, your will, our precious 

ConstitUtion and the American people. 

I also want to thank you for your blessed and amazing grace. Through the darkest hours 

of the 20th century: the shameful trauma of racial oppression ... the pain and sacrifice of war 

... the fear and deprivation of our Great Depression -- when all we could do was walk by 

faith .. .it was your guiding light that saw us through. ~d so, we meet this new dawn with deep 

and htimble thanks for the triumphant journey of our past and the even greater promise of our 

. I 



.. 

Our prayerthis day, Dear God, is for a new century of hope for all the peoples of the 

world. ·we pray: That no child will know hunger or neglect or·war. That we will honor and 

protect this living earth:..._ your precious gift -- which is our common home. That we will do all 

we can to release the burdens of those who are less fortunate. That we will stand by those who 

struggle .to raise their families in dignity. That our latest technologies and discoveries will lift up 

your world and draw the human family closer together. 

And finally, as we cross the threshold into this amazing new frontier, with its bold 
I 

promise of answers to so many of our greatest questions, I pray that we will conquer humanity's 

oldest and greatest challenge: how to overcome our fear of those who are different. 

"· 

Help us to honor our highestspiritual values by living your word and living up to the 

founding ·promise of America- that all men [and women] are created equal. In Christianity it is 

expressed as loving thy neighbor as thyself. In Islam we are instructed to '~Do unto all men as 

you wish to have done to you and reject for others what you would reject for yours~lf." The 

Talmud teaches us, "Should~anyone tum aside the right of the stranger, it is as though he were to. 
• . . I 

tum aside the right.ofthe most high God." 

My prayer is that in this new century all of humankind will finally recognize our kinship , 

. as brothers and sisters in the spirit and our Onen~ss as children of God. And so, dear God, as we 
'· 

begin the second day ofthe third millennium, "Teach us to n~mber our days, that we may apply : 

our hearts unto wisdom." [Psalm 90:12] Amen. 

I. 
I 

2 
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so. Invocation of a New Era (short version) 

Julian Bond' 
· We are here to celebrate the past and to invoke a new era. Daniel Webster said: .. Let us 

see whether we, in our time and generation, may not perform something worthy to be 

remembered.'' 

John Glenn 
Carl Sagan wrote: '' ... This time will be considered as significant and important as the 
voyages of Columbus and Magellan ... We are breaking the shackles that tie us to the 

Earth.'' 

Chief Oren Ligns . 
In 1854, Chief Seattle of the tribes of the Pacific Northwest said: "My words are like the 
st.ais that never set ... Men come and go like the waves of the sea ... We may be brothers 

after all. We shall see."· · 

Avery Brooks 
Eleanor Roosevelt said America must be "strong not just in a military and econoinic way, 
but in a spiritual and moral way. [Then] we can do the biggest job any nation has ever · 

had." 

/ Quincy Jones -. . 
Duke Ellington wrote: "We stirred in our shackles, and our unrest awakened justice. We 
fought Amenca's wars, provided her labor, gave her her music, kept alive her flickering 
conscien9e, and we have prodded her on toward democracy." 

Kris Kristofferson 
Walt Whitman wrote: 
"Pioneers! 0 Pioneers ... 
We camiot tarry here, 
We must march~ .. 
Moving yet, and never stopping'' 

Atallah Shabazz 
In 1851, Sojourner Truth said: "If the frrst woman God ever made was strong enough to 
tum the world upside down all alone, then women together ought to be able to turn it 
back, and get it right side up again. And now that they are asking to do it; men better let 

them." 

Elizabeth Taylor 
As we fight against AIDs and all the common enemies of humanity, let us say \\•ith 
President Dwight Eisenhower: "We pray that the scourges of poverty, disease, and 
ignorance will be made to disappear from the earth; and that in the goodness of time, all 

. peoples will come to live together in a peace guaranteed by the bindi1:1g force of rnutual 

respect and love." 

.141002 
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Pat Morita 
The historian Oscar Handlin said; ''Once I thought to write a history of the immigrant~ in 
America. Then I discovered that the immigrants were America." · · . ' 

Lonnie Ali 
Theodore Roosevelt said: "The credit belongs to the inan who is.actually in the arena--
who knows the great enthusiasms, the gre'at devotions - and spends hims~lf in a worthy 
cause." . . 

. Hispanic Personality 
Cesar Chavez said: "Only by giving our lives do we find life; the truest act of courage is · 
to sacrifice ourselves for others ill a totally nonviolent struggle for justice." 

0 0 

Bono. 
Ireland's poet Seamus Heaney has written: 
''So who were we to want to hang back there? 
In spite of all, we sail beyond. ourselves." 

Ethel KennedY . . 
My h~band often quoted words that have a special meaning tonight: ''Some men see 
things as they are and say why. I dream things ·that never were and say why not." 

Edward James Olmos 
Standing on the beaches of Normandy, Ronald Reagan said: "Men bled and died here for 
a few feet or inches of sand ... We 'are the children of their sacrifice." . . . 

Rep. John Lewis 
In the words of John F~ Kennedy: "We love our country, not for what it was, though it 
has always been great. We love our .country for what it someday will be.'' 

. @003. 
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. Other Quotes 

We pray that the scourges of poverty, disease, and ignorance Will be made to disappear 
from the earth; and that in the goodness oftime, all peoples will come to live together in 
a peace guaranteed by the binding force of mutual respect and love." 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a great nation to 
give ... novel example of a people aiways guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. 

· George Washington 

What we need in the United States is not division; what we need in the United States is 
not hatred; what we need in the United States is not violence or lawlessness but Love and 
wisdom, and compassion toward one another. 

Robert F. Kennedy 

Let us develop the resources of our land, call forth its power, build up all its great 
institutions and see whether we, in our time and generation, may not perform something 
worthy to be remembered. -

Daniel Webster 
The Bunker Hill Monument Address, 1825 

Once I thought to write a history of the immigrants in America. Then I discovered that 
the immigrants were America. 

Oscar Handlin 
Quote by John K Kennedy in A Nation of Immigrants 

The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today. Let us move 
forward with strong and active faith. 

Fra.Iiklin Delano Roosevelt 
Draft Jefferson Jackson Day Speech 

(Roosevelt died before speech was delivered) 

Do not pray for tasks equal to your pow~rs. 
·. Pray for powers equal to your tasks. 

Reverend Phillips Brooks 
. Twenty Sermons 

No great cause is ever lost or ever won. The battle must always be renewed; 
· · John Buchan 

· Montrose~ A History 

· All this Will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the 
frrst one thousand days, nor in the life of this administration, nor even perhaps in our 
lifetime on this planet. But let us begin. 

John F. Kennedy 

tm 004 
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Inau~ural Speech- Jan:uary 20, 1961 

· We are a nation of communities ... a brilliant diversity spread like stars, like a thousand 

points of light in a broad and peaceful sky. . . . . George Bush . 
Acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention 
In New Orleans, 18 August 1988 

I cannot and will not cut my conscience to fit thjs year's fashions 
· Lillian Hellman 

Whoever degrade another, degrades me, 
And whatever is done or said returns at lastto me. 
I speak the password primeval - · 
I give the sign of democracy. 

Letter to JohnS. Wood 
19 May, 1952 

Walt Whitman 
Song ofMyself 

The United States themselves are essentially the greatest poem ... 
Here at last is something in the doings of man that corresponds with the broadcast doings 
of the day and night. , · 

Walt Whitman 
Preface to "Leaves of Grass" 

Thank God for all those today, few though their voices be, who have-not forgotten the 
divine brotherhood of all men, white and black, rich and poor, fortUnate and unfortunate. 

. . W.E.B. DuBois \ . 
.. Battle for Humanity" 

·We stirred in our shackles, and our unrest awakened justice. 
We fought America's wars, provided her labor, ·gave her music, kept alive her flickering ·. 
conscience, prodder her on toward the yet unachieved goal, democracy. 

· · · Duke Ellington · 

We are alive and ln.telligent, we women, no less than men. and we must awaken to the· 
essential reBlization that we are living beings, endowed with will, choice, comprehension, 
and that every step in life must be our own initiative. 

Margaret Sanger 

The great storm that now sweeps humanity has swept us all with it, and our own fight 
against discrimination has become part of the tremendous struggle for human ·freedom 

upon this globe. 
Pearl Buck 
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I .. 
I 

I 

... we will hand on to our children a struggle, but a struggle that will give our nation the 
capacity to lead the world toward peace and righteousness and freedom. 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

I can see, in the distant and yet recognizable future, the outlines of a world worthy of our 
dedication, our every risk, our every effort. our.every sacrifice along the way. Yes. a 
world that will redeem the suffering of those who will be liberated from tyranny ... 

Senator Barry Goldwater . 
.. 

It is my deepest belief that only by giving our lives do we flnd life. I am convinced that 
they truest act of coutage is to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally nonviolent 
struggle for justice. 

Cesar Chavez 

.. ~this time will be considered as significant and important as the time between, say, the 
voyages of Columbus and the voyages of Magellan . 
. . .its historical significance is immense because we are ~or at least our machines are -

. breaking the shackles that tie us to the Earth. We're putting· our toes in the cosmic ocean. 
Carl Sagan 

The forces of hate and violence mtist not be allowed to gain their victory, not just in our 
society but in our hearts. We rriust not respond to hate with more hate. 

· · . Reverend Billy Graham 

3 
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648 RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL CONVENTION 

Monday MADISON Stpttmbtr I7 

Mr. King suggested that the Journals of the Convention . 
should be either destroyed, or· deposited in the custody of 
the President. He thought if suffered to be made· public, 
a bad use would be made of them by those ·wso would wish 
to prevent the adoption of the Constitution-

10 
· 

Mr Wilson prefered the: second expedient. he had at_ 
one time liked the first best; but as false suggestions may be 
propagated it should not be made impossible to contradict 

them-
A question was then put on depositing the Journals and 

other papers of the Convention in the hands of the President, 
On which, . -

~--:) N- H- ay. Mtts ay. Ct. ay- N.J. ay. Pena. ay. Del. 
O _ \ ay. Md.* no. Va. ay. N. C. ay- S. C. ay. Geo. ay. [Ayes 

'. bY' I 10; noes- 1.} 

t 
The President having asked what the Convention meant 

\should be done with the Journals &c, whether copies were 
r to be allowed to the members if applied for. It was Resolved 

I nem: con: "that he retain the Journal and other papers, sub­
\~t.Mje~t t? the order of Congress, if ever formed under the Con-

\tttutl0n.11 · . . 
The members then proceeded ·to sign the instrument. 
Whilst the last members were signing it Doctr. Franklin 

looking tow_ards the Presidents Chair, at the back of which 
a rising sun happened to be painted, observed to a few mem­
bers near him, that Painters had found it difficult to distin­
guish in their art a rising from a setting sun. I have, said 
he, often and often in the course of the Session, and the vicis­
situdes of my hopes and fears as to its issue, looked at that 
behind the President without being able to tell whether it 
was rising or setting: But now at le11gth I have the happiness 
to know that it is a rising and not a setting Sun. 

The Constitution being signed by all the Members except 

· • This negative of Maryland was occasione~ by the language of the instructions 
to the Deputies of that State, which required them to report to the State, the pro-

cudints. of the Convention: 

to See further appendix A, CX, CXI, CCCXX. 
u For the subsequent history of these papers, see Introduction. 

RECORDS OF THE FED;ERAL CONVENTION 649 

Monday McHENRY Stpttmbtr I7 

Mr Randolph, Mr Mason, and Mr. Gerry who declined giv­
ing it the sanction of their names,11 the Convention dissolved 
itself by an Adjournment ·sine die---

(aar The few alterations and corrections made in these 
debates which are not in my hand writing, were· dictated by 
me and made in my presence by John C. Payne. 

James Madison) 

McHENRY 

Monday 17 Sepr. 1787. 

Read the engrossed constitution. Altered the represen­
tation in the house of representatives from 40 to thirty thou-
sand. · 

Dr. Franklin put a paper into Mr Willsons hand to read 
containing his reasons for assenting to the constitution.· It 
was plain, insinuating persuasive - and . in any event of the 
system guarded the Doctor's fame. 

Mr Randolp Mr Mason and Mr Gerry declined signing-
'fhe other members signed-

Being opposed to many parts of the system I make a remark 
why I signed it and mean to support it. 

ISly I distrust ~y own judgement, especially as it is opposite 
. to the opini~n of a majority of gentlemen whose abilities and 
patriotism are of the first cast; and as I have had already fre- · 
quent occasions to be convinced that I have not always 

judged right. 
· zdly Alterations may be obtained, it being provided that 
the concurrence of i of the Congress may at any time intro­

duce them. 
3dly Comparing the inconveniences and the evils which 

we labor under and may experience from the present confedera­
tion, and the little good we can expect from it- with the pos­
sible evils and probable benefits and advantages promised 

11 See above note 6, and Appendix A, CVIII, CX, CXXIV, CX.XXVII, CLVI, · 
CLXXXIX, CCXLII, CCXLIV, CCCLIX, CCCLXII. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH,INGTON 

December 23, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: .. ··J.TERRYEDMONDSr· 

CC: . JOHN PODESTA 
MARIAECHAVESTE 

. DOUG SOSNIK , 
SANDY BERGER 
SID BLUMENTHAL 
LORETTA UCELLI 
MELANNE VERVEER 

SUBJECT: DRAFTS OF YOUR MILLENNIUM WEEKEND SPEECHES 

Enclosed are drafts of the remarks you will deliver during the Millennium celebration. These 
drafts reflect extensive consultations with Ellen Lovell, Doug Sosnik, Loretta Ucelli, Arin Lewis, 
Melanne Verveer, Maureen Shea, Bishop Jane Dixon and Sidney BlumenthaL We also solicited 
·and received input from Bob Shrum on your Lincoln Memorial remarks. 

• December 31- Remarks at the opening ceremony in downtown Washington, DC. You will 
introduce the First Lady who will speak in more detail about the theme of the weekend and 
the National Time Capsule. 

• December 31-.Remarks to the children of the diplomatic corps at the International Trade 
Center. These remarks will be delivered under separate cover from the NSC speechwriters. ' 

• December 31 - White House Millennium Dinner toast. 

• December 31- Millennillin Gala at the Lincoln Memorial. Your major message consists of 
2-3 minute remarks around 11:33. This will be followed by shorter (45 sec) remarks just 
before midnight and your participation in the final countdown: · · · 

• January 1 - Radio/TV address. 

• January 2- Prayer for the Millennium at National Cathedral 

Upon your review and comments, we will prepare final remarks. Thank you and Happy 
Holidays. 

/ 



Draft 12/23/99 5:00pm 
Sarri Afridi 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
AMERICA'S MILLENNIUM OPENING CEREMONY: 

WASHINGTON, DC 
December 31, 1999 

Acknowledgements: Mayor Williams; Robert Pinsky; Speaker Hastert; Senator Daschle; 

all of you for joining the First Lady and me for this opening ceremony. 

I want to thank the New Millennium Choir for their wonderful song "Rising Like the 

Sun". With your vitality and your voice, you are living proof that the light may be fading on the 
I 

20th century, but the sun is still rising on America. 

Even though this is an "opening ceremony", what we celebrate didn't begin today-and it. 

won't end tomorrow. Two years ago, Hillary and I created the White House MillenniUm Council 

. ' . 

to help bring Americans together--to reflect on where we have been as a nation-who we are-

what we want to be. In a word, to honor the past arid imagine the future. 

Since then, Hillary has hosted Millennium evenings at the White House with some of our 

nation's most gifted scholars and artists. ·she has criss-crossed America to help save historical 

treasures-from Harriet Tubman's home to Thomas Edison's factory to Native American 

pueblos. And this morning, we not only kick-off a weekend of celebrations-but a series of 

events throughout the year to mark the new millennium. 



This is tiuly a unique moment in our calendar--but it is also a unique moment for our 

country. Our economy is. the strongest in generations. Our social fabric is on the mend. We're 

moving forward on the remarkable American journey towards a more unified nation, a more just 
. ' . . . 

society, a more perfect union. 

There is no better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams and the gifts we want to 
. ' ' ' . . . 

leave for the future. There is no better opportunity to open a new chapter of progress and 

possibility for all our people. Ther·e is no better time to join hands and build the One America of 

our dreams. 

As we honor the past, let us imagine that future. 

Now it is my privilege to present someone who has done more than· anyone in o~r 

· country to help us celebrate and appreciate the dawn of the new millennium. Ladies and 

Gentlemen, the First Lady ofthe United States. 

### 



Draft 12/23/99 4:00pm 
Lowell Weiss 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
TOAST REMARKS DURING MILLENNIUM "CREATORS DINNER" 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
December 31, 1999 

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening and welcome to the White House. Tonight, I rise to 

offer three brief toasts. The first is to you. It is truly an honor to turn this page in history with all . 

of you - for you have contributed so indelibly to the narrative of this American Century. 

The second toast is to· my wife -.for it is she who has inspired the nation to honor our past . 

and imagine our future as we welcome the new millennium. Over the past two years leading up 

to this unforgettable night, no one· has done more to imbue this milestone with national purpose - . 

and I am deeply grateful. 

The third toast is the most daunting -·for I ~ called upon to do justice to a thousand 

years of history in four minutes ... during dessert In the State of the Union, I get a whole hour 

to talk about a single year. Even then, I always run long. 

. . 

Tonight, we are rising as a nation to the mountaintop of the millennium. Behind us we. 
e' 

can see the great' expanses of the American experience. Before us lie vast frontiers of possibility 

yet to explore. 

This is a wonderful vantage point for our nation- and a remarkable time to he alive. We· 

are endihgthis 1,000 year sweep ofhistory at a moment of soaring optimism.· Never before has 

America had the combination of economic prosperity, soci~l progress, and national self-

1 



confidence, with the absence of internal crisis or an exter1;1al threat. Neve~ before haye we had 

such a blessed opportunity to build that "more perfect union" of our founders dreams: 

When our children's children look back on the century we leave tonight, they will see that 

this time of unlimited promise was not preordained. They will see that it was earned- by men 

and women who,- in the words of our great Poet Laurea!e [Robert Pinksy], did not "merely 

celebrate our oldest ideals, like trophies under glass, [but kept] them bright with use." 

They will see that we earned this moment through the hard-won triumph of freedom. 

From the beachheads ofNormandy to the buses of Montgomery, patriots from all walks of life 

have rise!! to advance the heroic march ofhuman liberty. 

They will see ,that we earned this moment through the triumph of discovery. At the outset 
. . 

ofthe century,not even the most far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted all the 

miracles of science that have emerged from our labs: A_ntibiotics and vaccines, silicon chips and 

the Internet, microscopes that envision· the ir).finitesimal and telescopes that elucidate the infinite, 

the soon-to-be-complete blueprint for human life itself. 

And they will see that we earned this moment through the triumph of creativity. For what 

was true ofthe ancient civilizations is just as true today: National powermay spring from 

economic and military might, but national greatness emanates from ennobling contributions to 

the life of the mind and the soul of art. In this century, virtuosic American artists of the page and 

canvas, stage-and screen have drawn from a diverse palette. of cultural traditions; they have given· 

. . 

the world a great wealth of expressive,_ ingenious, and uniquely American forms. 

2 



The new century and new millenniu.m will bring a cascade of new triumphs. Already we 

see new hope for peace in lands bedeviled by ancient hatreds. We see new technologies both 

expanding and opening the storehouse of human knowledge for people across the globe. We see 

scientists rapidly approaching the day when newborns can expect to live well past 100 years and 

children will know cancer only as a constellation of stars. 

But by far my most solemn prayer for the new millennium is that we will find it in our 

hearts to keep growing together, as one America;· as one people. Just look around you. Look at 

the glowing diversity of race and background that illuminates America's house on this historic 

night. Frankly, I have ~ever seen such a vivid illustration of what I have believed all my life-· 

that the human spirit is distributed equ.ally across the human landscape. 

I cannot help but think of how America is different ~ how history is different - because 

you were able to imagine, invent, and inspire. ,By the· same token/! cannot help but dream of 

how our future can be different ifwe can give every child in America this s~me chance to live up 

to his or her God-given potential. That is the future I hope every American will take a moment 

to imagine in this millennial year. That is the future I pray we can all join together to build. 

* * * 

3 



Draft 12/23/99 12:00pm 
JeffShesol 

away. 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM .J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA 

THE LINCOLN MEMORXAL 
December 31, 1999 · 

Tonight we celebrate a change of centuries. 

We celebrate the past- and close a chapter of America's. remarkable story. 

We celebrate the future- and the dawning of a new millennium that is now minutes 

Tonight, from the summit of this American century, we survey the sweep of our history. 

We marvel at what has changed in the last hundred years, and imagine what will change in the 

next hundred - and the next thousand. 

We Americans do notfear change; we welcome it, we embrace it, we create it. Yet on 

this night I am struck not only by what has changed but by what endures: our freedom, our faith, 

our ceaseless pilgrimage toward the ideals of our Founders. Ideals are timeless things. "We hold . 

these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal" - this is the story of olir century. 

Freedom's open arms, embracing the tired, the poor, the huddled ll).asses from every shore ... 

Freedom's steady advance across our own land, from the schoolhouse doors to. the ballot box to 

the corridors of power. .. Freedom's rising tide across the giobe, as more people, in more 

places, secure the blessings of liberty. 



As generations of young Americans have shown, "freedom's price is often high - and 

freedom's work isneverdone. Our triumphs over aggression and oppression summon us not to 

rest but to strive on. And so we strive: because we know that America is more than a blessed 

plot of earth; an economy of unparalleled plenty; a ,great power among nations. America is all of 

these things; but we know that, most of all, America is an idea- a noble vision ofthe es~ential 

worth of every human being. 

As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation's birth, let us pledge that each 

year brings us closer to this, our founding principle. Let us pledge that the new millennium.will 

bring, in the words of the Great Emancipator, "a new birth of freedom." 

And let us finally fulfill the dream of Martin Luther King, who stood and spoke on these 

very steps exactly one.century after Gettysburg .. As we ring in this new year, this new century, 

this new millenniUm., let us join hands and say- in the words of Dr. King, in the words ofthe 

American hymn, now and forever - "Let freedom ring!" 
/ ' 

2 



.·• 

[A pause will p~rm,it stations to break from coverage. Then:] 

His now my great-pleasure to introduce the latest work by a·m,im who has told, so very 

powerfully, the stories of our times- our tragedies, our triumphs. Steven Spielberg has created a 

short film- with a score by the modem m:aster, John Williams- that will carry us tonight across 

the vast landscape of· the 201
h Century, and ever nearer to the 21st .. · 

3 



Draft 12/23/99 6:35pm 
JeffShesol 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT THE LIGHTING OF THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT 

THE MILLENNIUM GALA 
THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

December 31, 1999 

We are moments from midnight. ... moments from the millennium. 

During the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin was often seen looking at a 

painting of a sun low on the horizon. when the Constitution was finally signed, Franklin said, " 

I have often wondered ~hether the sun was rising or setting. [Today] I ])ave the happiness to 

know it is a rising and not a setting sun." 
. ' 

Two centuries later, as we begin another new day, we know that the sun will shine 

brightly for America. So come, let us light the way: from a glorious, glittering past to an even 

brighter tomorro'Y! 



Draft 12/23i99. 7:00 p.m. 
Glastris 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
RADIO ADDRESS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 1, 2000 

Good moming~nd Happy New Year-or should I say, Happy new millennium. 

Last night, millions of Americans, and billions of others across the globe, celebrated a 

unique night in history. We watched on television as midnight broke across the globe, 

first in Asia, then in Europe, Africa, South America, and finally here in North America. 

That people all over the planet could experience the same events at the same time 

would have been impossible for anyone to imagine a thousand years ago, when Europe 

was emerging from the Dark Ages, and there was little if any communication among the 

great civilizations of that day. Yet the growing·inter-connectedness of the world today is 

more than just a mark of how far we hi:we come. It is, I. believe~ the key to understanding 

where we are going, and what we must do, in the new millennium we have now entered. · 

As a global economy and new technologies--like s.atellite communications and the 

Internet--bind the world closer and closer together, our fate here in Ameri~a will 

inevitably be tied to the fate of other nations and people around the world. .Our 

· economic prosperity wili depend not just on our own productivity, but on the ability of 

others abroad to buy our products. The quality of the air we breath will depend not 

solely on how well we control our pollution, but how well other nations control theirs'. 
' ' . 

Our national security will depend not just on having the strongest, best equipped, best-



trained military in the world. It will also depend on our ability to cooperate with our 

allies to stop aggression and fight threats that know no borders~ such 'as terrorism and the 

spread of weapons of mass destruction. 

To advance our interests and protect our values in this new, interconnected world, 

America clearly must remain engaged in the ·world. We must help shape events and not 

be shaped by them. 

But itis not jusfby our exertions abroad that we can shape the future of the world, 

but by the example we set at home. For in the new millennium, the eyes of the world will 

be on us. The future will happen first here in America-be it the latest technology, 

cultural trend, or solution to the nex~ great challenge. The nations of the world will be 

looking to us for leadership· in meeting those challenges. 

If we in America can extend prosperity to people and places in this country that 

have not felt it, then perhaps the global economy can bring a better life to the 1.4 billion 

people who live on live on less than a dollar a day. lf'Ye in America can provide all our 

children with a world-class education and close the digital divide, then perhaps it will be 

possible, in the not-too-distant future, for every child in the world to have a good 
' . . 

education; And if we can build One America, and make ourdiversity our greatest 

strength in this more. interconriected world, then perhaps other nations will see the 

advantage of working to overcome their own ethnic and religious tensions. 



We begin the 21st Century well poised to be that guiding light. Seldom in our · 

history, and never in my lifetime, has America enjoyed such a combination of widespread 

economic success, social solidarity, and national-self-confidence, without an internal 

crisis oroverarching external threat. Never has the openness and dynamism of our society 
1 

been more emulated by other countries. Never have our deepest values--of freedom, 
' . 

democracy, and opportunity-been more ascendant in the world. 

Nearly fifty-five years ago, President Franklin Roosevelt said that "we cannot live 

alone at peace ... that our own well being is dependent on the well being of other nations 

far away," and that we must be "citizens of the world, members of the human 

coinmunity." His foresight is one ofthe reasons many·ofus consider Roosevelt to be the · 

·greatest person of the 201h Century. And I believe his words will ~rove even truer in the 

21st Century. WithAmerica in the lead, we can make this new century a time of 

unprecedented peace, freedom, and prosperity for all the citizens of the world . 

. Thank you, and God bless America. 



Draft 12/23/99 lO:OOam 
Terry Edmonds 

PRE.SIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
PRAYER FOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

. NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 
JANUARY 2;2000 . 

Let us pray: Dear Lord: As we awaken to the morning of a new millennium, help us to 

· remember that all we are and all we do begins with you. For as Moses teaches us, "a thousand 

years in thysight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night." [Psalm 90:4] 

And so it is fitting that we begin this new century and Jubilee year by offering our 

profound thanks for the divine light first revealed two thousand years ago, that has brought us to 

this sacred place today. First, I want to give thanks for the good health and strong faith that you 

have so graciously showered upon me and my family .. It is by your hand that I have found the 

strength to be a servant, to the besfofmy ability, of your word, your will, our precious 

Constitution and the American people. 

I also want to thank you for your blessed and amazing grace. Through the darkest hours 

of the 20th century: the shameful trauma of racial oppression ... the pain and sacrifice of war 

... the fear and deprivation of our Great Depression -- when all we could do was walk by 

faith .. .it was your guiding light that saw us through. And so, we meet this new dawn with deep 

and humble thanks for the triumphant journey of our past and the even greater promise of our 

.. future. 



. Our prayer this day, Dear God, is for a new century of hope for all the peoples of the 
' . . . . . 

' 

world. We pray: That no child will know hunger 6r neglect or WC).L That v:e will honor and · 

protect this living earth - your precious gift -- which is our common home. That we will do all 

we can to release the burdens of those who are less fortunate. That we will stand by those who 

struggle to raise their families in dignity. That our latest technologies and discoveries will lift up 

· your world and draw the human family closer together. 

And finally, as we cross· the threshold into this amazing new frontier, with its bold 

promise of answers to so many of our greatest questions, I pray that we will conquer humanity's 
I . 

oldest and greatest challenge: how to overcome our fear of those who are different. · 

Help us to honor our highest spiritual values by living your word and living up to the 

founding promise of America- that all men [and women] are created equal. . In Christianity it is 

expressed as loving thy neighbor as thyself. In Islam we are instructed to "Do unto all men as 

. you wish to have done to you and reject for others what you would reject for yourself.'' The 

Talmud teaches us, "Should anyone turn aside the right of the stranger, it is as though he were to 

tum aside the right of the most high God." 

My prayer is that in this new century all of humankind will finally recognize our kinship 

as brothers and sisters in the spirit and our Oneness as children of God. And so, dear God,. as w.e 

begin the second day ofthe third.millennium, "Teach us to number our days, that we may apply 

our hearts unto wisdom." [Psalm 90:12] Amen. 

2 
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Draft 12/22/99 1 :3 Opm 
Jeff Shesol 

. PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLiNTON 
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA 

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
December 31, 1999 

Tonight we celebrate two centuries; 

We celebrate the past century- and write an ending to a remarkable story. -
We celebrate the new century- and mark a new beginning that is now minutes away. -

. Tonight, from the summit of this American century, we survey the great sweep of history. 
We marvel at what has changed in the past hundred years, and imagine what will change in the 
next hundred - even the next thousand. 

· America~s ~o not fe~r ch~nge; we welcome it, we ~~brace it, we ~rea~e it.~ . 
coJJntdgwn. h;!~mg~!tb1t:Lehm:tg~~Ql.lf 1;~,q~ ~on this 
night I am struck less by what has changed than by what endures: our freedom our faith, our;· 
dedication to fulfilling the dreams of our Founders. These are timeless things. [And though the 
a endar carries us_~Ji }lie oi~ our nation, we hope that each year brings us 
~ser o our founding principle. isnaS"5e~n the story of our times- of. 's slow but 

steady mar around a world t has seen much strife, much suffering, at the hands of those 
' who would ,eny their peopl the blessings ofliberty. l . C!//'riv n . (l \- I~ ivUh tV 

Freedom's riu hover tyrann .does not mean our work is done. Let us pledge that the 
new millennium brin ·, m the words ofLincoln's Gettysburg Address, "a new birth of :freedom."· 

0 Dr. Martin LutheyKing, who stood on these steps exactly one century after Lincoln's speech. As 
we ring in a nevryear, a new century, a new millennium, let us join hands and say- in the words 
of Dr. King, iq the words of the old Anierican hy~mal- "Let freedom ring!';/· · .. 

' .... . • I"' ... 0 
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- Sunday, January 17, 193 
President-Elect Bill Clinton and Vice President-Elect Albert Gore: 

Call for Reunion 
Transcript ID: 911131 (110 lines) 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT-ELECT BILL CLINTON AND 
VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT ALBERT GORE 

AT THE "CALL FOR REUNION'.' 

LINCOLN MEMORIAL, WASHINGTON, D.C .. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17,,1993 

VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT GORE: We stand on sacred ground. In front of us 
rise symbols of America: the ·washington Monument and the Capitol. Behind 
us on a marble wall is carved a promise we have made to ourselves, that 
this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom and that government 
of the people, by the people·and for the people shall not perish from the 
earth. 

When Lincoln spoke at Gettysburg on a cold afternoon in 1863, the 
American experiment was in doubt. On the edge of a battlefield being 
cbnsecrated as a resting place for the dead, he said ''It is for us the 
living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought there have thus far so nobly advanced."-.~~ _/J ~ 

' ...-fwJ.u.~A-t)A~ ~ '11 
One hundred years later in 1963,'th~r~~verend Martin Luter King, Jr., 

stood here and spoke of more (U;fiei''I'i"i:_s __ ne:B."_..i,..j'.:'or~JQ "I have a· dream," he said, 
"that this nation will rise up and live out.the true meaning of its creed: 
We hold these truths to be self-evident th~t all men are created equal.'' 

Every generation must dedicate itself anew to the unfinished work of 
those who have gone before. To the dream that shines before us like a 
pillar of fire, America's work is always unfinished. Now we stand on this 
sacred ground in 1993, a new generation 9f American leaders, heirs to all 
those in the grand procession of our history stretching behind us to the 
silences of time. 

We pledge ourselves here to the unfinished work that lies before us 
all. To our children, to a government by and for the people, and to the 
true meaning of our dreams. Thi~ is the time for healing and unity before 
we lay hands on the hard work to be done. A.time to ·nourish the American 
spirit, renew our faith, and commit ourselves to the future we will dream 
and build and live together. 

It is now my privilege as we remember our past and celebrate our 
future to introduce a man who honors both, a man who brings hope and 
inspires us to believe in what we can. accompl.ish together. Ladies and 



gentlemen, it is my honor to introduce to you our next president, Bill 
Clinton. (Applause/cheers/anfare.) 

PRESIDENT-ELECT CLINTON: Thank. you. Let me begin by saying on behalf 
of all of us how very grateful we are to these people wh9 put on such a 
magnificent program tonight. Let's give them all a big hand. 
(Applause/cheers.) 

We come here today to reclaim our country for the American people, to 
celebrate not a victory of par~y. or persons but: the common ground· we call 
America. 

Our day started at Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, who 
enshrined our rights of freedom and equality. Now we come to this hallowed 
place, our first stop in this capital city to honor Abraham Lincoln who 
gave new life to Jefferson's American promise that we are all created free 
and equal and who then gave his own life to preserv~ the union that made 
those rights real in the lives of all of us. 

Our founders wisely selected as our motto "E pluribus unum," "Out of 
many, one." And Lincoln said that a house divided against itself cannot 
stand. 

Our history is clear proof that. out of diversity can tome strength and 
a deep~r unity rooted in the virtues of respect and love and humility. 
This is the lesson the world has still not learned as we see today so 
painfully in Bosnia, Somalia, Iraq, and elsewhere. And sadly, it is a 
lesson which we, the world's oldest and greatest democracy, have yet to 
perfect amidst our own differences and th~ challenges of this time. 

Examples abound .. Weal know them .. Too often each of fail to feel one 
another's pain or see one another's promise. And too seldom do we move to 
build bridges over troubled waters. 

Here at the feet of Mr. Lincoln, let us renew our pl·edge to the 
reunion of America in our time, a union not just in la·w, but in (fact?) , a 
union not simply not physical but also spiritual. 

Let us build an American home for the 21st century .where everyone has 
a place at the table and not a single child is left behind. 
(Cheers/appiause.) 

In this world and the world of tomorrow, we ust go forward together 
or not at all. My fellow Americans, :t ask you tonight to reach out beyond 
the forces that divide us. In the difficult days ahead, we must reach 
beyond those forces and we must remember the words. with which Abraham 
Lincoln in this city in 1861 closed his first inaugural: "We are not 
enemies but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have 
strained, it must never break our bonds of affection. The mystic cords of 
memory, stretching from every battlefield and patiot grave to every living 
heart and heart stone all over this broad\land will yet swell the chorus of 
the union, ,when again touched as surely they will be by the better angels 
our nature." 



• 

Our American Reunion is about the better angels of our nature. May 
they govern all of us in the days ahead. And may we begin at the end of 
this program by all of us waling across the Memorial Bridge just behind us 
to ring the bells of hope. 

Thank you and ~od bless you ali. (Cheers/applause.) 
END 

I 
i 
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LINCOLN QUOTES AND EXCERP'fS 

II ••• That this nation, under God, shall have(.a new oirth-of-f~orq, and that Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. II 
-Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863 

"Let us have faith that Right makes Might, and in that faith, let us, to the end, dare to do our duty 
as we understand it." -Address at Cooper Institute 

"I walk slowly, but I never walk backward." 

"Our defense is the preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage ofall men, in all 
lands, every where." -Edwardsville, Illinois, September 11, 1858 

"The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time." 

"Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history." 

"This is essentially a people's contest. ... It is a struggle for maintaining in the world that form 
and substance of government whose leading object is to elevate the condition of men-to lift 
artificial weights from all shoulders-to cl~ar the paths of laudable pursuit for all-to afford all 
an unfettered start, and a fair chance, in the race of life." -Message to Congress in Special 
Session, July 4, 1861 

"Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history. We will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No 
personal significance or insignificance can 'spare one or another of us. We-even we here.-. hold 
the power, and bear the responsibility. We shall nobly save, or g1eanly lose, the last best hope of 
earth. Other means may succeed; this could not ·fail. The way is plain-. peaceful, generous, 
just-a way which, if followed, the world will forever applaud, an~ God must forever bless." 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA 

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
December 31, 1999 

Tonight we celebrate· a change ofcenturies. 

We celebrate the past- and close a chapter of America's remarkable story. 

We celebrate the future-:- and the dawning of a new millennium that is now minutes 

'Tonight, from the summit of this American century, we survey the sweep of our history. 

We marvel at what has changed in the last hundred years, and imagine what will change in the 

next hundred - and the next thousand. 

We Americans do not fear change; we welcome it, we embrace it, we create it. Yet on 

this night I am struck not only by what has changed but by what endures:· our freedom, our faith, 

our ceaseless pilgrimage toward the ideals of our Founders. Ideals are timeless things. "We hold 

these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal"- this is the story of our century. 

Freedom's open arms, embracing the tired, the poor, the huddled masses from every shore ... 

Freedom's steady advance across our own land, from the schoolhouse doors to the ballot box to 

the corridors of power. .. Freedom's rising tide across the globe, as more people, in more 

places, secure the blessings of liberty. 

1 



As generations of young Americans have shown, freedom's price is often high- and 

freedom's work is never done. Our triumphs over aggression and oppression summon us not to 

rest but to strive on. And so we strive: because we know that America is more than a blessed 

plot of earth; an economy of unparalleled plenty; a great power among nations. America is all of 

these things; but we know that, most of all, America is an idea- a noble vision of the essential 

worth of every human being. 

As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation's birth, let us pledge that each 

year brings us closer to this, our founding principle. Let us pledge that the new millennium will 

bring, in the words of the Great Emancipator, "a new birth of freedom." 

And let us finally fulfill the dream of Martin Luther"King, who stood and spoke on these 

very steps exactly one century after Gettysburg. As we ring in this new year, this new century, 

this new millennium, let us join hands and say- in the words of Dr. King, in the words of the 

American hymn, now and forever- "Let freedom ring!" · 

2 



.... ' ~ ' 

·· [Apause will permit stations tp break from coverage. Then:] 

It is now my great pleasure to introduce the latest work by a man who has told, so very 

' \ 
poWerfully, the stories of our times- our tragedies, our triumphs. Steven Spielberg has created a 

short film- with.·a score by the modem master, John Williams- that will caay us tonight across 

. the vast landscape of the 20th Century, and ever nearer to .the 21st. 

3 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT MILLENNIUM GALA 

THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
December 31, 1999 

We are moments from midnight. .. moments from the millennium. 

With the help of these children, the sons and daughters of America, let us light the way: 

from a glorious, glittering past to an even brighter tomorrow! 
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The Moby Thesaurus 

bright: 

Leibnizian, Saturnian, adroit, advanced, agile, aglow, alert, alight, alive, animate, animated, apt, astute, 
attentive, auspicious, awake, balmy, beaming, bedazzling, benign, benignant, blazing, bleached, 
blinding, blithe, blithesome, blooming, brainy, brave, bright and shining, bright and sunny, bright-hued, 
brilliant, burning, burnished, cant, charismatic, cheerful, cheery, chiliastic, clean, cleanly, clear, clever, 
cloudle~s, colorful, colory, conceptive, conceptual, coruscating, couleur de rose, dainty, dazzling, 
deep-colored, devastating, dexter, dexterous, dirt-free, discursive, distinguished, divine, docile, educable, 
effulgent, elated, eupeptic, euphoric, exalted, exhilarated, exotic, exuberant, facile, fair, fastidious, 
favorable, favoring, flamboyant, flaming, flashing, fluorescent, flushed, formable, fortunate, fresh, 
fulgent, fulgid, full of promise, garish, gay, gay-colored, genial, gifted, glad, gladsome, glamorous, 
glaring, glary, gleaming, glistening, glittering, glorious, glossy, glowing, golden, good, gorgeous, 
halcyon, happy, harmless, heavenly, high, high-colored, hopeful, ideational, illuminated, illustrious, 
immaculate, impressionable, in good spirits, in high spirits, incandescent, ingenious, instructable, 
intellectual, intelligent, intense, inviolate, irrepressible, keen, keen-witted, killing, knowing, kosher, 
lambent, laughing, light, lighted, lively, lucent, lucid, lucky, luminous, lustrous, magic, magnificent, 
malleable, mild, millenarian, millennialistic, mint, moldable, motivated, nimble, nimble-witted, no 
dumbbell, noetic, nonpolluted, not born yesterday, not so dumb, numinous, of cleanly habits, of good 
cheer,- of good omen, of happy portent, of promise, on the, on the alert, on the ball, on the job, 
optimistic, outstanding, perfectibilitarian, perfectionist, plastic, pleasant, pliable, polished, precocious, 
pristine, promising, prompt, propitious, prosperous, pure, qui vive, quick, quick-thinking, quick-witted, 
radiant, rational, raving, ravishing, ready, reasonable, receptive, refulgent, resplendent, riant, rich, 
rich-colored, ripe for instruction, ritually pure, rose-colored, roseate, rosy; sane, sanguine, sanguineous, 
scatheless, schoolable, scintillating, sensible, sharp, sharp-witted, shimmering, shining, shiny, sleepless, 
smart, smiling, smut-free, smutless, sophie, sparkling, spirited, splendent, splendid, splendorous, 
splendrous, spotless, sprightly, stainless, steel-trap, strong-minded, stunning, sublime, sunny, sunshiny, 
susceptible, sweet, tahar, talented, teachable, thirsty for knowledge, trainable, tubbed, unadulterated, 
unbesmirched, unblemished, unblinking, unblotted, unbroken, unbruised, unclouded, undamaged, 
undefaced, undefiled, undeformed, undemolished, understanding, undestroyed, undimmed, unfaded, 
unharmed, unhurt, unimpaired, uninjured, unmaimed, unmangled, unmarked, unmarred, unmuddied, 
unnodding, unpolluted, unscarred, unscathed, unscratched, unshattered, unsleeping, unsmirched, 
unsmudged, unsoiled, unspoiled, unspotted, unstained, unsullied, untainted, untarnished, untorn, 
untouched, unwinking, unwithered, unworn, upbeat, utopian, virgin, vivacious, vivid, wakeful, 
well-scrubbed, well-washed, white, whitened, wide-awake, willing, winsome, witty 

This is a searchable index. Enter search keywords: ,_ ________ _. 
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HymnSite.com Home 
Play a random hymn 

697. America (My Country, 'Tis of Thee) 

I of I 

1. 

2. 

Text: Samuel F. Smith, 1808-1895 · 
Music: Thesaurus Musicus 

Tune: AMERICA Meter: 664.6664 

My country,' tis of thee, 
sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; 
land where my fathers died, 
land of the pilgrims' pride, 
from every mountainside)et freedom ring! 

My native country, thee, 
land of the noble free, thy name I love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, 
thy woods and templed hills; 
my heart with rapture thrills, like that ~bove. 

3. Let music swell the breeze, 
and ring from all the trees sweet freedom's song; 
let mortal tongues awake; 
let all that breathe partak~; 
let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 

4. Our fathers' God, to thee, 
author of liberty~ to thee we sing; . 
long mc;:ty .. our land be bright 
with freedom'·s- holy light.; .. 
protect us by thy might,. great::· God;-· our<(:':ing. 

Links for downloading: 
Text file 
MIDI file 
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Century of Freedom 
' ' :- ~ 

What 20th-century development inost altered 
Lhe human condition? There is no shortage of 

·candidates: the automobile, antibiotics, the air­
plane, computers, contraceptives, radio and tele­
vision, to name a few. But surely the largest ad· 
vance in human well-being involves the explosion 
of freedom. In a century scarred by gulags, con­
centration camps and secret-police terror, free­
dom is now spreading to an expanding swath of 
humanity. It is not only growing but also chang­
ing-becoming more ambitious and ambigu­
ous-in ways that might, perversely, spawn dis­
appointment and disorder in the new century. 

In 1900 this was unimaginable. "Freedom in 
the modern sense [then) existed only for the up­
per crust,· says political sociologist Seymour 
Martin Lipset of George Mason University. 
There were exceptions-America certainly, but 
.even its freedom was curtailed. In 1900 women 
could vote in only four-western states. Not until 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920 
could all women vote. In the South, a web .of laws 
prevented black Americans from voting. It took 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to change that. 

Elsewhere the picture was bleaker. In 1900 em­
pires dotted the world. The British Empire con~. 
tained roughly 400 million people, about a quar-' 
ter ·of the world's population. Lesser empires. 
were still enormous: the Austro-Hungarian, the 
Otto'man; the French and others. Human sub­
jugation was the rule, not the exception. 

Consider the situation now. In 1999 Freedom 
House-a watchdog group based in Washing­
ton-dassified as "free" 88 of the world's 191 
countries, with 2.4 billion people or about 40 i>er· 
cent of the total. These nations enjoyed free elec­
tions and traditional civil rights of soeech. reli-

also evolved, -especially in the United States. The travel and heillth care-has risen 14 to 15 times, 
freedom that Americans expect as they enter the estimates economist Angus Maddison for the Or-
21st century is not the same as'the freedom they ganization for Economic Cooperation and Devel· 
expected as thE'.y entered the 20th. . . opment in Paris. As nations grew we'althier, tea-

Traditional freedom historically ·meant Iibera~ ,.. ditiorial freedom wasn't enough. People 
tion from oppression. But how freedom in· ascended what psychologist Abraham Maslow 
creasingly. involves "self-realization." People called the human hierarchy of needs....:....fr'om food 
need, Ws argued, to be freed from whatever pre- and shelter to self-esteem and spiritual needs, 
vents them from becoming whoever they want to such as justice and beauty. People could not (it 
be. There's a drift toward "positive liberty" that was said) be "free" without realizing these larger . 
emphasizes "the things that government ought to yearnings.' . . . : 
do for us, • says sociologist Alan Wolfe of Boston 'Freedom's fate in the next century is fragile, in . 
College. This newer freedo.m blends into individ- ·part because the very notion is now so .ill-defined. 
ual "rights" (for women, minorities, the disa- Classic freedom-<oupling the opportunity for 
bled) and "entitlements" (for health care, educa- · success with the danger of failure-hardly en-
tion and income .support)· deemed essential for sures personal fulfillment or social order. "On the 
self-realization. · ·one hand, you're told you're free," says Lipset: 

The broader freedom is not just American. In a "But on the other, you're a potential loser. And if 
neW book, "Development as Freedom," the No- you lose, you don't feel free. • The traditional free-
bel-Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen argues doms of belief and lifestyle also require, if they 
that "the expansion of freedom is both the prima- are not to foster anarchy, tolerance and self· 
ry end and ... principal means of development" restraint 
in poorer countries: But Sen's freedom eclipses But at least traditional freedom is universal. 
the classic political and economic freedoms. It in-. Everyone··can, in theory, enjoy the freedoms of 
eludes "social opportunities" (expanded educa- speech, religion, assembly and property. This 
tion and health care) "transparency guarantees" . sort of freedom promises the absence of coer· 
(a lack of corruption) and more "entitlements" cion. By contrast, the new freedoms of individual 

. (to ensure basic decency and prevent "abject mis- "rights" and ~entitlements" are increasingly ex· 
ery"). Indeed, it seems to include almost any- elusive, can involve social competition for bene-
thing that might advance human well-being. fits and may mean the subtle (or not so subtle) 

In some ways, freedom's explosion connects coercion of one group by another-all tending to 
the century's two great constants: war and eco- weaken a sense of community. The "rights" of 
nomic progress. Deaths iJi World War I and women, gays and the disabled cannot be directly 
World War IT-are crudely reckoned at 10 million enjoyed by men, straights or the nondisabled. Fi-
and as many·as 60 million, respectively. But these nancing entitlements means taxes-a form of 
vast tragedies ultimately paid some dividends for · collective coercion-by which taxpayers sub-
common nPnn1P ~~~ttC!.A thAu rln...., .......... ~ .......... 1 .... -!-1 -!..1!-- L ___ L'!_!_ • 



Cleaning the Air 
) . ' ' 

WITH TIME running out, and. with 
little hope of getting big legislative 
projects through Congress, President 

Clinton is trying to build an environmental 
legacy. He has already taken steps to reduce 
water pollution and to protect federal lands­
from commercial development. Yesterday he 
issued ambitious new rules on air pollution. In 
so doing he took on an adversary that some list 
ainong the great public menaces of our times: 
the sport-utility vehicle. 

There is no doubt that cleaner air makes for 
better health; even the auto makers and oil 
refiners, who will bear the brunt of the new 
regulations, freely concede that. The question, 
as with all regulations, is wh~ther the benefits 
·are big enough to justify the costs. The answer 
appears to be yes, though cost-benefit analysis 
is .never an exact science. 
. : .The administration proposes to cleanse air m 
two ways. First, it demands that better catalytic 
converters be fitted to the tailpipes of cars· 
and-more notably-to SlNs,light trucks and 
inini-vans, which together account for fully half . 
of new vehicle sales. Both the adrilinistration 
and the car makers say this will raise the cost of 
the average. car by less. than $100; trucks and 
SlJVs, which have hitherto been subject to lax 

standards, will cost between $200 and $350 
extra. Second, the administration orders oil 
refiners to reduce the sulphur ·content of 
gasoline by about 90 percent. It claims this will 
boost pump prices by two cents per gallon; the 
refiners say three to five cents. 

The total cost of the new rules inay come to 
between $5 billion and · $8 billion a year, 
depending on whether you believe the admin­
istration or the industry. Either way, that is 
considerably less than the financial benefits 
that cleaner air promises. The administration 
puts those at around $25 billion a year. a 
number that reflects the production of work­
ers who currently die prematurely because of 
pollution, as well as savings from reduced 
medical costs and work absences. Even if the 
actual savings turn out to be just a third of the 
administration's number, the regulations will 
have paid for themselves; 

Environmental standards often come at the 
expense of economic growth: Hard trade-offs 
must be made between poverty reduction and 
the protection of the planet. But in some 
instances environmental regulation is a win­
win proposition. Cleaner air appears to be one 
such case, and the Clinton administration is to 
. be commended for pushing ahead with it. 

·· Group Home Deaths: Week 3 
,, THE SYSTEM is broken," said D.C. 
· : · · · Department of Human Services Di-
.: ; rector Jearline Williams in respOnse 
to, The Post's findings concerning the city's 
handling of deaths among the mentally retarded. 

"' refuse to concede that, notwithstanding 
the City's commitment to examine and over­
haul these services, all of the incidents are the 
result of a system that is broken," Carolyn 
Graham, new deputy mayor for children and 
fkilies, testified to the city <:ouncil on Mon­
pay. 
. .,So who is right? 
>In 30 days the public may get an answer. 

That is when Ms .. Graham is expected · to 
d,eliver a written report to the mayor detailing 
sciff and program . weaknesses within the 
Department of Human Services' Mental Retar­
dation and Developmental Disabilitje~ Agency 

sitivity to the press." She urged, instead, that 
the myriad of investigations new underway be' 
driven by compassion for "neighbors and their 
families" and by "facts and· analysis." No, 
disagreement there. We also hope, however,. 
that her review proceeds with a sense of . 
urgency. The city desperately needs a better 
system to care for people with mental retarda-' 
tion and other developmental disabilities. 

The District also must get rid of workers 
and contractors who contributed to the trage­
dy detailed in Post writer Katherine Boo's 
Dec. 5 story. ·City workers and contt:actors · 
may have been involved in the 350 document­
ed cases of abuse and 116 unexammed deaths 
of group home residents The Post found. 
Three weeks after the story, only two staff 
changes have been made. Viola Keyes, DHS's: 
c~ief. investi~~~or •. was pla~ed on ~~~~~ra-
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Department of History . . . . ; 
P. 0. Box 5059 • New Brunswiclt • New Jersey. 08903-5059 • 908/932-7905 

Mr. John Wil.liams 
Supervisory Park Ranger 
Mall operations 
NPS-Central 
900 Ohio Drive sw 
Washington, DC 20242 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

31 May 1993 

' .... 

A long time in coming, but as promised I am-sending you a 
copy of my article on the civil rights movement's us~ of' the 
Lincoln Memorial. You will recall that you very Riridiymaae·the 
green logbooks available to me when I did tlie ini. tial ie's/earch 
for this article in the winter of 1989-1990. You are cited 
:briefly in footnote 57 on the next to last page. By the way, I 
hope you will al.so take note of pages 141-42 I where I d-isproile 
the old legend that Robert Russa Moton was l:ia:n:ished to the . · 
"colored. section" when he spoke at the 1922 dedication·. :i: :know . 
that several of your rangers use this anecdote in their ·interpre._ 
tive talks, and I am sure they will not want to· continu·e passing 
on inaccurate information. 

Once again, I thank you for your expertise and hospitality 
when I visited the survey Lodge, way back when. 

sincerely, 

~~.o o ·. 
ScottA. ~ 

. J 

: 1,· 



'"). 

::> 
::> 
§I 

ll 
:t... .... 
= ll 
:11; 
Ll 
z; .... 
~ 
:t... 
>!$· l 
:t... .... 
= ll 

~ 
~ 
Ll 
'-1 
ll 

t­o-t 
0 
0 

o-t·l ~ 
N· 

~ 
N 
N 

""' o-t 

t» 
t» 

' N 
N 

' N ..... 

•• .... --..:::! .... 

. l:f~l 

' -
The'.lnnrniil of Mll~:rir;m+li~to_r~· · Jun~ l'J~l_l 

and therefore somehow reassuiing; it Wlls a stable form within whic-h chaos could 
be allowed w erupt, bec~use-it V..'O\dd.be forniall)' wn·r:iincc:L The-form is exactl~· 
like ·th~:: rirornello form that-mucrures S\Ying ·music. Auaienccs :~ccustomed to 
tim:ning to swing would :hear the commercial·as a-theme:thar 1.\'as repe:ued peri~cli· 
cally, as the mosl · imponant unif};ing device in ihe :show. -Selling rhe' sponsor"s 
product was thus mack ·the most 'iinpommt formnl demem'of the progmm. 

The movt'menl from c;J.St repartee to music 10 skits disrupt~:d wharen~r J.u.spensioll 
of dis.bdlefwas established v;·ithin the differem pans of the show. That is. the 
lisrener was drawn into-the conceit of hearing the char~ners imeracl in 01 compelling 
finional wodd, but then. th:~t world _was revealed as finiom1l, \\'hich destrorc:d rhe 
suspension of disbelief. This munure worked to break down the lisrwer's interpre­
rarions of particular charncters, allowing for shifting idemifintions. Pam of the 
show were not ploued, nod they relied on running g:1gs, insults, and some topic-al 
humor. O~her segmenrs were plotted, includif\g d1e Buck Benny .serials (l takeoff 
on cowboy sh~m·s), the annual New Year'~ plays, and man~· of the mm•le spoofs. In 
the plotted .~-egmenrs, Jack was usuall)' central, and strong idemif1cations with him 
-were c:sl a b lis hed. But in 1 he rcpa rtee and ua osi lion sections of lhe show, the I im nc: r 
was led to side with those lampooning Jack :and Lo havt' lit:rle symparhr \\'irh hirri. 
ThoughJark was tbc buu 'of the jokes, he \\'as srill in control bc:c:nisc: he consistent I)' 
introduced the mbjms about which he would be teased. This combination of 
format, sum·wral dc\•icc~. nnd rham{ter development designerlto a How multiple 
identifications l.ty listeners resulted in the show appealing Lo a wide \'arict~· of au-

rliences. 
TheJa{k Benny program was Cl!tremelr popular from i~s beginnings in 19}2 until 

well into the 19.\0s, bec-ause i1 reflened, m01de fun of, and s~·mbolkally resolred a 
variety of cultural anxiedes feh b)' Americans during dte Grear Depression and 
World War U. B}' p(ese!lling 01 group of unrelated people as an unspoken famil~·. 
the show allowed for the safe and humorous exploration of issues of fa mil~· life. par· 
ticularl I' oms rnisc:d · by changes in economics and gender ro I c:s. The sh O\\' re pre­
semed fin:~ncial feus oflistenc:rs and modeled responsc:srhar r~:assurcd rhc:_audirnce 
about consumption, gambling, credit, labor telalions, and ban_ks. Similarly, rhe 
show pomat·ed a variety of forms or masculinil)' in a p-osiri,·e light and rhereb)• 
shored up the sdf-esteem of men whose: famil)• aurhorilr was shaken b)' tne t\·ide· 

~ [Jread cconomlr distress". 
The show wnsisrcntl)' included ambigulrirs of form and contcnr rhoit allowed 

listeners ro negotiate with rhe progr:am's tens ro create rheir O't\'n understandings 
of the chltaners and their actions and thereby m accepr or rejrct rhe show's app01renr 
messages. Tn this way, the Jack Benn}' show could br enjo~·ed by a wide specrrum 
uf listeners, all Uj'ing to m:~kc: sense of a world in ~conomir and social dimrder. 

A}Nfatble :House -~Divided·:·. 
~Th~e Lincelrt ~M·enro.ria:l, tii·e _;Civil 
-_;R~g-hts :Moveme·nt, and the -;Politics 
_-a~--Memory, 193·9-1963 · 

Scotr_ A. Sandage 

Around 1')10 1he gradu:uing eighth graders in Omeg::~, Virginia, earned lln· doll:m 
·:11 a taff~· pull ami elected a bor. named Oscar LO bu~· a picture for their school. r\1 

a srore in :l nearhr ro\\'Jl, he £hose 01 dand)' one in an orn01rc frame. The cled: 01skcd. 
"Are )'OU sure you wam thar one?" Oscar was sure; he wrm bark and hung ir in the: 
school. "The next morning ... the IC~acher came:, and she was horrified."' OS4:ar·~ 
wi<low recalls. "The 1,upils 1ve111 home :.H lunchtime :~nd told their parents. By after­
noon thne was greal rumm01 ion a hom ir:· and the school hoard expelled Ost·ar the 
ncl(t dar. The om:ue frame hel<l a portrait or A be tiocoln. "Jl1e boy was mon rein-· 
stated once llis guardian reminded rhc: school board thlt McGufTe~'s re01der told 
nothing of Lincoln's crimes ag01ins1 the Old Sourh, srill a li1·ing memory in Omega. 
Oscar graduated haxing teamed "a nem lesson in inwlcrance." Thinr rears later, 
as franklin D. Roose1·c:h's assistant s.::crentry of lhe imerior. Oscar L. Cbapman did 
not hc:sira1e l'o·hen a ci,·il righrs leadror asked permis~ion to use 1 he Lincoln Memorial 
for an open-air concert br cammho Marian Andc:rSOJ'!. whom the Daughrcrs of the 
American RcnJhlt ion (D:Hil h::1d refused w book into Constitution Hall bec01use she 

~-as black.1 

On Easter Sunda~· ltHIJ, Agderson sang to an· integra-Led crowd of 1e1·romr· fi\•e 
.thou~and ar the Lincoln Memorial: "folh· coumr\· 'tis of thr:e. Sv.·ecr land of lib.:fl)'. 
To 1hr~ we ~inJ!,." Not "Or rhec: I sing." as Tile lrrk usual!~· gors. buT "To thcf' II'<' 

Sco11 .\. S•ntb[!.< in Pit D condirlotr in l 'oitrd ~""' h'"''" "'ltuo.J!rnl'ninuio~- l'his r"•!· l«"<llrJ obr L,oui> 

rd.rr ~lrmuci.t .lw>rd (or I'J'H. 
f'<lr thrir ch>llrngc• .nd no~.~mi.•n'- I om ~:nrd~l 111 L,LJuksoool<li~.Jo•hll R. Coillos. Dr• Gmi"'" DJI't:l 

l<•<rin.g l.ruo"i>. O.wrol Thdroo and_ pnllirul:uly . .Juhn \'i'hucdiy Clumbeu 11 l ~l!n Li>'llk DmJ S. J••PH 
Rrp;ill:lld L .-\.lien. Cind!· \'C ,\Joclcll<lll. Suso11 Mmc n1. lluJulph M. !k 11. Cmolf llrlsooskJ. Rlt) s l!oor. ~uzannr 
~1. K1urm•n. Glr11D. 1\ucd:cr.JamuL [j,·jggnun.Jarquri)ll C. ~1illrr. 6oian E. Rubr~os.JGbn. ll. S.ndo~c. 5lurlc~ 
~~- ~o11dt~r. rhuono• J.. Shuplucr. Sorth ~~<~oic \'mm.<ir~-lud DH·id \'i' illighc. D•dcl Gb!!lo«(!.. ).luk ll L<O 
ll<>l><rt f. ~lcG]o>n<. ou.l ohr oohrr t<(rrres fat !lot J"'"'~JI ~i .im..-ro•~" ffurnr_1. 

I Jim (]tJplll::.n lnll'r\Jl"Y.' b~· Sn'IIL J. S::utch~c. N·:t~· 6. 1'1>:1), uumril11 pp ~--t tin ~t,rl([ .\ 5~ml;.rge't ro'-~i.· 
~ion I Ou:11 Clt:.1r111<m rrctiYUI<d ltis ['!.:rub-ion JL tht timr t~C ~hri::m .\ua:l.e-n<•n·, fllt~cu S.rr lt':;)l••v_tbJJ V.J11\ 

Y,·ru .• "lpril f1, 1·1 \•t_ Jl ~ .. 1 
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sing." The chan·g~ made rhc nat ional;hrmn subd)· .poliric~l. paiming "l~nd oflib­
erl( as more-iJSpiradon_lhm]:dr-scription and c:rti:hing·bmh file communalism and 
conf1ic1 of rh:at famous-day. White edi10rs and \'Ciashir1gron .power brokers pr:~ised 
1 he conan :IS :uiirring'bur wdrome eJ~d to.an emb:ma~sing colllro\·ers~·. Bul_-bl:tck 

- leaders S:IW ir a5 an exriling beginning: -an epiphun~· rhat re\·caled :dorm:tt ror mass 
polirics. "\V/c are on-the rigtu rmt:k:' wrore Mary McLeo(IBrthunc the next dar. 
"Through the Marian Anderson protest wnccrt we made om uiumpha111 cnrry imo 

- the democmric ipiri1 of Af!lrrican lifc."1 

T:~ctir~ll)".-the modern ci\•il- rights movemcm ramc of age on Easter Sunday 1939. 
The cunrcrt was nor the first Afric:an-r\mcrican politiL·al me of-Uncoln's memory, 
nur "'''en the fim rivil rigbts gmhcrin~ :u his memorial.- Dlll ir was, si nificantl·. 
1hc fir~tll:trk mass :1rtio11 to c\·okc h1udawr)' n:nicmal puhlit:itl' an ·c:un a osith•c 
plare in American publir memo~ om romeflmes w h:rti\·~. ulwap po!itit:al sense 
or our past). Wirbolll fierr speeches or banners. without C\'Crl mentioning the OAR. 
black organizers transformed a recital of sarred music at a national shrine into a po­
litical rally. Tn :m em obsessed with dcfinin!( Americanism. anir[m successfullr por­
trared rllcir adYersar~· as un-Americ:m. lr l'':ts a formula c:i,·il rights ucrh·im and 
other rotesrers would repeat a1 rhc Lincoln Memorml In more 1h:m on~ hundred 
big and sma m Jes In su _sequem c:c:a es--'most notabh- in t c 1%;\ Mart:h on 
'.l as 1111g or o s am rec: om w 1en arr1n Lurhc:r King. Jr .. prodaimerl hi~ 
Dream from-the steps where l>larian Anderson had sung. · 

This cssar argues th:u 1\ frican Americans' struggles ro hold :1 series of rallit·s aT 
the Lincoln Memorial bcnvec:n 1939 and 196} cons1iturcd a tactical learning ex­
perirricc 1hat coimihmed 10 the ci'·il righn moYcmem's s1 ruregies of n4?m·iolem ac­
tion. Rlack protesters refinrd a politin of mcmorpt 1 be Linwln Memorial. \~1 ithin 
rhc: s:~cred, national spare of the memorial, ac1h•isu perfected a complex ritual of 
maSs politiu, one that c:Mploirc:d the ambiguiries of cherished American l'alues ro 
circumvem opposition. unif)' roal itions, and legitimate blark \"oicrs in natio!lal pol­
itirs. 1\lcmoq• and ritual hli\'C heen central concepts in the wJiring of ruhu~l his1orr 
but remain masrh· unc~plorcd in smdics of black arti,·ism :ifrn 19~0: 1his eua\· 
look.~ toward a cul;ural hinor~· of rhe ci\'il rights mo\'emem. h is nt'cess:uilr a du;l 
inquiry inro nor onl1• political ractics but also political imag~r~·- in parricular, du· 
ambh':tlent rdatior~ship between African Americans and the icon called Abrnham 
Lincoln. Dl:~l'ks smtcgicall~· appropriatt•d Lincoln's mcmorr and momunem as po­
lilical weapons, in the: process larering and changing the public mt:anings of the 
hero and his shrine. But tliis political st~·le was doub!e.edg.ed. The amalgam of :1 

ri111:1lile(l formal, a s~crcod and pnb!ic siu~. and nariomlistir imager)' constrained 

• llottllbllr ch•n~c in I !'I;,, hal "'" been nmcd h) ""~' •rlo<~hn huL '' ,-l<oll! do~ cmiblc oo 1 br r .do a br;;o>d­
(;111 mmolin~. Srr "M"ri•n .-\11cl~"''" ('o1oL<rll "' ol..- LioMuln ~(rmcornl:' hp11l''· t•J\•J, UJH"ll\'C-\·2S111. ~ll( .. di" 
1unt·1, u•n tUi~·i ~iollul inncdC'd St,lll'nl. lthnr~· llr C:lliLJ:U~\.IC., V\';~:!l,in~l~ln. Ll C 1 !l:J•bi.'J.l"'''u l't·111_ ·"'-J'nl ICL l'> W. 
~- ft: Mo<r Md~oul6coln111r 1U Cloorlroll lim•""''· ,,pniiO. 1'1}\1. t'o1Jcr4. Dt>'< H. ~hoi•~ ,,ndmal\ maCe>"· 
'""''~~- c .. lkni.oro tMulllhnoi-SrintrJ II\ R<:<r>llll Len II L ....... ,d l'niH·r•iod.illl:ll ~· W:O<hin~l<>ll. [l C.'o .~ hloau~h 
111( Lt•Urrlinl' 15 labrlcd "MJihJII Aml'('l\otlll•'IUIL r.nl'llrlllll'U~' c~·lh:~Liiun."' II Jt[Lf.lll~ tt•ll~l'-1'( uf llu· rJI'<"I~ ,,f lhr 

M.tri.1.11 .-\a1drt~ull Ci~;iu-1n' ( :niLlnLicc~~-
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-actiYists ~\·en as it c:mpowert:d rhem.-Tht' pow.~rof these protests·alto.'a~"S-Iay ir11heir 
-- -iinherem lensions b~lween rdebmrion and conrrontafion. bw\·e~ri ~ommcmoration 

.and politics, between sacreH -and pt~fa~~-' . . 
The lim:oln Memorial m~r be thc;besT American e~ample of whal ·Pi em Nora 

-·has called a "mrmorr site": a place where ·n·c ·snuggle o'·cr rensions _bnween our 
eKperience of the past {memorr) and our organization or it (nisi Of)'). Riwal IS a 
:powerful weapon in these comests·bccause u can be used consen•aii,-ely or·radicallr. 
lo confirm or w tr:msfQrm sorial arrangemems br aiT1xing us('ful mc:ani11gs onto si1cs 
·and sj·mbols. Ci\·ir ll"aders. foi:namp!e, ofren rrr ro forge a usabkpast br ererring 
monuments: Bl1t -as O~rar Chapmar't's school ~:xpulsion .3nesrs, ·srmbols such a~ 
Abraham Lincoln arc alll"a~·s romested. Thus, mcmorr sires·~re luci or-nruggle he­
rw~cn rhc olfil'i:ol groups th~u ol'u:-n rrcatt' rhcm an<l rhe \'l'fn:tcuhr gmups th:11 iu­
C\'irabl!· imcrpret-:md rcimerpre1 them in rompeting wars. l11is essa~· emplorsJrohn 
Bodnar's terms "official"' and '\"Crnacular" bc:c:1me the!' com·er both 'the·politkal e~­
sence o( mc:mor~- formation arHI the n·ali1r of unequal po'l'o-er rclatiumhips alllOilJ: 

comperhou.-1- . -
Howe1'rr, prc,·ailing conccp1s of publit: memor~· Cannot fully absorb the imer:ac· 

riom among the di,·c:rsc political anors a1 the Lincoln ;\lem-orial. Art:hi1errs. 
bureaucran, edi10rs. Hollrwoad filmmakers, parriotic socierit:s., presidents, ~nd pro· 
resters struggled against one :mothc:r-fr<"qur.:ntl~· br cooperating v.·ith o11e anorher­
to define orten irreconcilable memories of Abraham Lincoln. Such paradooicat :illi· 
ances defr our ar~:~lpinl c:uegoTies. Furrher, the Linwln Memorial ca$e forces U5 w 
grapple: wilh 1hc t:emrali1r of race in the making of i\m<"ricun public IT\emorr \X-' hen 
blark proLesm-s 1\mked whh rbe Department of rhe Jmerior ro arrange: Anderson's 
Unwin: Memori:.1! mncert, ,,·hat kind of memoq· "''as being made? Offi(ial or H:r­
namlar? \'t'hite or hluck? Even within distinrr categories of 3Clors, surb as burc~ucr:JLS 
or black prot~srcrs. imeri1al differences of moth•e, sq·le, and historiraJ inrerpreration 
make h diffimlr 10 speak of (otlecrive mcomor~· with anr pre( is ion. Ye1 our past is corn­
po~d of bmadlr rnonan1 rtthur:~l momems like the I 1>Jl) :\ndersoh coml"ll anrl tl1t· 

marches on \\'ashingron. 
A cuhuraJ hi~Wf!' of l j,-jj rights struggles must wrcsllt' wiih these: dilemm:~s, ;mcl 

ir must analrzc: blat:ks' srmbolic lactirs in terms of the cultural mood tha1 made 
Amcri£ans rt'r~pti\'C 10 1heir appeals for rile firsr time since Ro:comuurrion. This essar 
vic:v.>J the 19W mncert and 1963 march as brackc:rs around what \~·\men I. Susman 
dcsuibed as ·•a neto.· era of nation:~lism," :1 lime when depression and mu kindled a 
search· for rommon \'a lues and :Jn "r\meric~n W'a~· or Life." BUI Smman imagined rul-

• The fcginjc'll hrnc1iu o( du: nlt'nLJ•IiJI nlJ~ bt :::JJild.d:itiL .. n~ll•n ,.,. .n prflh":s.lo: n' rhoJJoS.ing iL: 1h.(' ~1-.rmr'! ncr~ 
Ire lll ickll lf"f"l~:rr', r·bdLltm. ilnd 1hr ::nlj~crm ~1prn J.pLHS J[flltfln'U-...~.111 l:ll~r ~rmd' :a~brit "-ir:h bh•k~IL q(!tn 
hnr~: ••I.J'ilft'\'Cr. 'nTttJs ufm1•1c- llun U'l111~·~t'\'U'IIII Wf'lr il t;•eiL~·IJ(IL•rr l·~d.lt•lltfll.•i'-C:"-....:J}·~ 1lrt1-ic t1nl_ck 1.., 
Lhrn J~>rmrnrn' dtuilr Ld 'LIC V.ll\ :1lrr:1d\ ·1 111UIL"r rJ lrA•Ii•jl'll ~nd S~IJI)JuiJC' 'li:J.ICJ:!L ll•ll lopim,J 

l Pk11c ~·nil. ··nriY.rrn ~jcmor~· LIL•l lliu:m~ (tJ ll•'ll\',{,· .Uhrrmr,·:" F:t4 J•r,·h'rUJJI'.•JJ• lnu . . u._ 5prin_c L•~s·~•. 
--11 for ::JO l1i"tl\icn llf rr-t(nl n\lrk on puhlir ni("H1Dir. M'f Da\·id rhr:lrn. rd .. ,,f,·mur} JJJ.I,\.Jtl(rJ'I'.Jff NJJ!IJI"I 
1Hio..-mi.ngLo11. l'l'lll ''•• n~" u~c • .t.· r111uL .l.('c El.oii[C' I~ hd,,.,.. jlthnl!l1dn:1r fttM.Jlu.'K .1m£rrl-1 /' ... /·;j, Jl, I!: .t~. 
c.,tJ,'rrr.'l1:r· r-.Jir,u ...... J.r' P;:rr ... 'lr/J; J'J d·l· J.i.!, firUdt Ct·r.Ut'l rPririLl'll'll. l~hf~l r~p I\ ~II 
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1 ural narional ism as me rely unde rpi nni ng a Cold \X1ar come nsus t har curbe.d d iss em 
umilthe n"iilitam 1960s. Likewise, some cri~iu cihhe _ci,•il r[g}us movemenr argue rh:u 
anoinmodatiori and coalitions wirh white liberals led inc,·itahlr ro ro·opuuioo and 

fragmenrarion.J 
Sud1 ~·iews. m·crloo k exacll r what Sl ucl i es of ril ~al .and memor~· can show - rh ar j [ 

was often activim who Jid tbe ro-opting. ]lmlCSic:fS mobilized maimLream srmbols 
to fun her :~lrernati \'e ends; ro const i Lute (nor ·jusr reflect) shared beliefs. and to open 
spaces for social ch:mge. h was precise!~· rhe unrel~nting oarionali!m that rt'igned 
from rhe 19}0s to the 19li0s rhat finall)• offered·black ani\;isu a cultural language ro 
speak to white America and ro dicit support. The blaCk church and Gandhiao non­
\'iokm:e were not the movemenL'' onl~· wellsprings of unity and srrengd1; rhe swrics 
and nlues of American hiswq· t\'Ue equall)• vital resources. The famous picker sign, 
"I AM 11 [II}.N;' may have been momll)• compdling, but winning polirical and legal 
rights tor blacks required a more focused message: I AM A:'l! .-\M!'.RrCA:-.1. Nowhere was 
this idea dramadz.ed more \'i,•idl)' than in the tincoln Memorial protests held from 

II)J9 10 1963. 

Amoflg the most conspicuous gaps.in the lmge historicalliter:uure on Abraham Lin~ 
colo, man ~nd srinbol, is 1he l:n:k of an)' sustained anal)·sis of rhe d)·oamic and rom­
pleK rebtion~hip belWeell African Americans and lincoln's nlCffiOl)' in rhe 128 rears 
since his dearh.6 The Lincoln Memorial and the foremosr ci,·il rights organiza1ion of 
the twemiethcentury both originated in impulses to honor Li11coln cin the hundredth 
anniversary of his binh, Februal)' 1'2. 1909. During the week o( Lincoln's cemennial. 
\>·hile (oflgress ~cbiited pwposals to erect a narional monument. citi'l righrs pionem 
issued their fumous "Lincoln Binhday Call" for a meeting ro org:iniz.e wh3r benme 
the Narional As~ociation for the Ad\'ancement of Colored People (N.-V.CP). Tbe 
monument and mm•emenr were in this sense: fwinned, bur their incompatible in­
terpretations of Abraham Lincoln contributed direct!~· to the rise of a racial polirics 

1 .\ usdul "''tl view or rtUIU ""'k is St~l'tll F. b•mw. "Fr~rdDin Thorn. frrnlum :-:~ .... , The I rinllriogr.Lplor 
oltht Ci•il Righcs f>.1cn't1t1tnl:· .~muir~" HIIIOrJo.J /lai~rt: % l•\p1il I'I'Jll, ·1\6--'- ~·.rr•n I. ~\1$111011. Ct~ltuu 
Jl IUuury: rh~ Tr.JII~{orm.rtion.r>f·11Btri.-.m Juu.-r, ,., tl!l Jilfllli~rl· CrDIJU) ~~ .... "llk, l'ffi·ll. 1\0-~j; \~'.rc~n 
1. Susm&n will• Edw,id Grillin, "Did SIHrW Srcoilllc~ Ue>ioed S1~1u! Du1l R<pot!Cill~ciolll in r .... l.,.~f ,\menu:' 
in Rer.sJjmR ,lmm<'.J: Cuftun """ Po/illrr Jn lbt tlgf of CoM tr:r, ~.1. la1 !' M•! tCiaicag,a. 19BlJl. l•t-J -, :1.11A11i11g 
M•r.ol>lr, Bl••" .-l.ormr.tll P.Jrtio'I: From t!Jf li;,Ihillg/llll ,llm·htJ ro)ou )x~loJ~ tlo>ncl.on. l'lSil. R--'17. For in· 
•ighn i111n ell< rl••llrn~<> 1h•• llflpasi1io11~l polilin prrsrnr'co nitio:ol cl'"'"· !rr Grr:olol Gctll. -rn-opmuM." in 
1l•f ,\'riO' /luwru-iim. cd. H. AIO!ll \'uu ( [NCII' \'crk. NH'i'). llo8-~ l 

• ND <UIIlp<docn~•~ 11 udr h•• app<oc..l o>f clsr L.inu•ln ~·cnbol <'r thr imrnsr 1oul ir~ al lllll .,oi<UIJI wmr!U 
m-el i1. N••r iJilL~r~ lll!'ILUdj· cofbl•ck!' ri=~ 11b1>ul ucualn ~hhaugll.mOII!' •wck! .LOL'll!ze lie>wln'• ""h·in~ en i•l 
1LL11udci A hrlpful it!<nnluo iun I" l.incO>tn !l~d its is G 1bl>f S. B"ci'l. r.l . 1'/u Jlw,rt.>ri'J l..mr<ol" l'r~u.lo>ioHI•>JT. 
PI)ohOJimtotq . .snrl / lillnry tUrb•n•. l'nlll). for bti<.l rd«•nra lD block>' frrlw~• abo."" linmln. 1rr llrni1mL~ 
Q11:o.clr1. Lmm/11 ~11rl1h ,\'~E'" {~•"' \(nk, ll)(il), lUS-10: ~ .. r~U<< -.s.:. lc•inr. llf.Jtt Cufr~~~ Jr«r' /1/.J,-1 Cow· 
"""'Im·n. ,Vm .~mmo•l" filf.f J'hrmgh1 /mrn 1/o~c•r':r /d Fu~ol<>m tNr..- \ark. l'l-7\..~11. IJ-: ~•m1 J \~'riu. F .. ,. 
ordllo>tbdiiiiY ..jiJr!rrJ{tJ; fjJ.sol fuJmr11n tl'<' ;\~.1.' u/fl.tRlPrinrtlUII, J'lH }J, ~S-~!1. '11-•1), l'lli. l U n \!: \'rillum 
ll. \~'i[QILII•.Jr .. 0 frurlum.' io/r<J·olm-.io"..orJ EnJoll!a'p.JtJo~ Crltballu'lJ IKn<~>lill~. l'lll"l:}L'Ioll E 1.\'.,hinEton. n., I' K•u~· l.lri•WJJ l Nnl' \'illk. 1•1~ n. J ILd Vrcll~ Fultlod ~ lllti'L'I' ,,r hlul. "" i<LI• b u .. ·.ro! l.i n•·•lro. >eutmwi •eel 
in ~~ Mk I' Nrd)'. Jr , "Fmo 111 ipAI imr II\ Ibn< I :om:· I'"' ,J., ·,_,,,, 1111' II• I;. :-.;.,,. 1'1-11. I ; 

;. 
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Of memor~·.-U~e.ihe,nlttion he had de.scribed in bis.celebrated 1818 sp~~ch:Lincolti's 
·nio.·n marble memoiiaJ ,1\'0\lld quirkl)" bewme.a hOliSC: diYided. 7 

Afrir:in.Americam had rried to ronmucr a mabie public memor~· oflimoln as 
earlps 1876. when f:rederick Doug Ius dedicated a'Washingwn, D.C., sratue, which 
was paid fod~~· freedmen ,and portra)•c:d Lincoln rm:u1cipat ing a ·Sla\'e:·(See figure 
!.)Douglass criricind rhe .sra1uc: for sbowiflg "rhe Negro on h"is knees;· bm he also 

-.saw maregic pou:mial inpublidr honoring Limoln.as-1heEmancipator.;Biacb were 
thereby ~·fastening ou'rseh·ts 10 a name and fame imperishable ann immorral,'' 
Douglass said. and fu'llilling a political dUI)' ro s'how gratitude for emancipation. 
·Hisr~rian Pa,·id \'{!,·Blight has shown rhal Douglass was uring lO "make-lincoln 
myt:hic" and w create a mood for rachl justice br promulgating a public memor)' 
of rhe Ci,·il \'far as.ian emancip:uorplruggle. Likewise, the N.-\ACP foundw in l<JOIJ 
wralf' thar lincoln's ccmenni~l should be a dar for "taking srork of rhe nat ion's 
progress" tow:l!d racial juStice. They floted ironical!~· rhat onJanuarr I. 1909(Eman· 
cipation D::.~y and onl~· a monrh before Lincoln's hundred1h binhday). Geor~ia h:~d 
bt:come rhc l:u.r soinhew s!ale to c:ilan blark disfranchisement laws. lflinmln wcrr 
::.li,·c:, ther ,·emmed, ·he would be "di.sheanened and discouraged."• · 

Surh \·iewt did not ·pre\':Jil in 1911 whefl Congress created a commission w 
memorialize Lincoln, chaired br President William Hov."ard Tafr. Tht early men­
ric:th cenrurr celebrated the economic and polirical reunion of North and South. 
Lincoln's ries to black freedom waned as politiciims and scholars sculpted him into 
a "pro-~uthcrn coi.)St'n'::Jlive" honored on both sides of the Mason·Dixonl.i11c: 1 he 
patron saim of what Richard Nelson Currenr labels "reunion wirh reartion ... ·. na­
tionalism- re\•italizcd ar rhe e!pensr of racial jusrice." As Lincoln assumed the rule 
of Chrisr in American ci\•ilreligion. signif1•ing na1ional reclemp1ion. it seemed he 

. could "nor be both rhe Grc:tl EmancipatOr and lht' sa,•im of the Union. Em.mcipJtor 
bt-c:~me a casu315ynonym for Li,coln. not ne{essaril1· mcam ro e\'oke.blackfreeclom. 
When British· dram:~ri~r John Drinkwater, in his popular 1910 book Um·oln: Tbe. 
World Em.mr;p,JIOT. h:~iled ••01 profound unity of being in our T":O races:· ht' meant 
nat bbcks :10d whites bm A m~ric:ws and Britons.9 

• fnr •l~i'o11 rr '" cr II·~~~ ,l,•i 111 ll~<~lution z.l- ond tlou•r ,l<~i m ltrsolulion ~ )4. J<r Cotl.t;r,·mor>J( Rc·tomi. (•L' 
Coil~ .. 1 Jc<S. ,IH ~u. 1'1011. PI'· 1-11!!-l'l: rb,J.. Feb. Ill. 190•!. pp. ~1-l;-·lB. !1-): ~nd ,,,,,{., rrl> ll. l•q.,l_ 
PI'· ~~01-~. · l.Jm,oln Rinhd•! C1ll l'JOI}," trprin<rol in X.LU:P fifurllc •nfli,mar)· mrrtiu~ indoaci""· frh 1~. 
N~ll. """.\~I l. ~c"ur Ill. Sui••n•Lh!ario•i"n rcur t.r .:\d1-.<orrmcc11 af Colmrd Prl>]>lr f1prrn~l•nu"up·1 Om· 
!iNc. lihoo11: o>f C·m~r<!<l .-\l>rJl!Lm l.itKL'ln. ",\House Di•·idcd:· in Ti-c· CdJ.a,-,/lt'<·•lJ «!t'.lt;,J~J"' ,,.., .. ;,., 
ul Rei< P. S>!lel 1'1 '"I!. ::-:rw ilrum~1tk. lfl)•1), II. ~6J~'l. . 

• F;c<lrri,·k O.•uttb<.>. "Om;,nin ~1rcn~>r! .,r ,\b,lunll inrcoln:· in Tlv l ;,,,-,·o,itl/J;l :lm,-rr;.J . .ll.O:"' SJ'•··••:•n 
I') .\',.gn!O r~ tl•, t·,.,,,.,/ JI.JW. r-9-·19-1. d. Philip~ F·•orc r-:-l'e,.· \i.•rk. ]<rn -lJ.I-ll. c!p. ~·1.': Fru11oJil 
~luna~. fm.>FI.-Ij'Jll .. ,. Jrr./ th frf,l •~ .·lmora11 J.-lllf'1.\'rt.ll'l16: Fre<p('lll. N- ~~- N•l: D><·id \1:'. Hti~hl." l ••r 
Sornrdcing W!llnololo< IJ.ml<flrU: Frrolrrirk D<>usl'-'! ond 1ho Strug~lr lor do< Mrrnorr ~( cl<~ C11·il \'i:co.· u• 
.lfu.yo•J ,,.J,\r•:<~r:•~ Jlm,~c. rd Thrlrn. r--t'l. f'l' \G.: "J.imoln Binhda1 C•IIJCJII'J." 
.. , Pubic< ~u.· <•1-.1-•o. ['l!•rd Fth. •1. IQII. •nd nribluhrd thr l.cncoln ~lrnl<orill Comn•i••~•ro £,~ rrpronl Ll! 

lim4l!rl ~lcmllrial t"Vflmli~cHliJ. Arf'r•rl of tl•r' (41JnffliJJrt•JJ t\\''1,_:h1 r\J:h1n, ltJI~ I. 6~ CoJIG-~ ,\ H'H. Sen_ doL ql .. l. 
fl' · -~ !lit hood ,.,.,,n ( 11rorc11. J/'o.JI.ms ·~{.UrJh.J''' I.,,.,,,,. Ji\c .\IJ.o JIJJ /Tu ,1/n~i"g Jf" Om Tor.Yfl 1l'r· 
lr.otll. 1•18 il. ll•l•. ~'odo.orl i}.Lt'il.· 71•· /"'.Jgo· ofiOJr.-r"'" w 11•,· s,.ul.o\ If\ no>ri ll~. l•rl]; )ul•nllnnk,.·Jtro. t.n.-·.i" 
Tf.c !r;),J.d ft•l,;r.~:f.Jl•r 11"'-•~tl''n P,~n1. 6: R.~- Ua51~r. TIJf lJJJrolr~ Lt~Cf~Jd. .-t SJJldt m Ch1nxr~rg, C•muftJr~m 
tl3floi.!tln. 1\li.'} ~rl:"- [\.JI_r ~Jlc-11. (rr.JI•I ·~f H••1IIJ). Jlr,fitr,·.J{ .\f.rrl_lf•l~..otll 11'1' .1nUfl•.l .Jr.:,ru :l/•TJfJPII /ir•<•UIJ lu 
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_Ioiii :i:hrJu~un;;iluf Arnrrk:~!d.ii~Lt;r~· 
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.~1ui1e l'.l'>.l · 

l'igm~ I 
l'r~t·dmC"n·~ ~kmorhl Monument. lincoln Park. \'i'ashingc<>n. f)C. tfm,~>urf.liwn. · 

br Thunm llall. ta;6). Frederick Oou&I"M uiticirtd thr inra11e 
~~ d rmc1111i ng. and rhC" natu r 10011 ac'lu ired th~ nick n'lme, 

"Shim·. Sir?" Cottrl.:ry JIJL LmcOl>~ ,lllii<'IIIfJ. · 
ForJ lf:SpJt. lr~,/i.snoi. 

Whi[~washed \'iC:\1.'5 of lincoln guided the di:sign of the memorial. conmuw:d 
be[ween J91Z und 1921. E\'en iu Pow mac River SL[e opposilc RobeH E. Lee'! former 
Virginh home: bespoke senion:~l reu11ion.10 The: T;~fr Commission's fonr-onc:-p;~ge · 

,UJrtr"Lrtt/lirKr'rrg.]r. (New 'U.\, I'J9DI, 111-i'l, !ll!nH: ll!1bw N Reihl•. "Ci•·it Rrligion i11 ;\mc<i<>." DJ~or'.Jlur. 
% [W'intcr l9bi}. t-71. <tp. lll-11. 14. 111. · 

" On rh< [juwlo M~mcri:~.l •• • •ymbo1 of ~·l,itc cnn«MU< 1 n<l. ...-r>n~:ol rrunion. >< r I' irk S01·agc. "'Thr Po! it in 
of MrmNr: ~lark Ennm ip;ll iml and til<" Cit·il \'(';r !\.1unum~OI :· in c ... nnurnorJirmiJ: J'br /'o{Jir< J ~, .\'Jirorul 
ld~rllrtr. rei. Jo>hn ll. Gini• [l'riti<<1<1n. fo11lh "min~ JIJq 1~. '"'I' Chri<t •'I' lie 1 .\ bmolr~ Uollll'll, "111< Lmwln 

r.i,·ii;Ri~:hu •and dtl··J.inu.tln ~M~mdrial • ·1·11 

'report to Congrtss mai:lc clear \'.;hirh I:irKoln ther-honored, -alluding m;~~t)' [imes 
)o ;'the man who5a\.ed the Union·· bur 10 ·:emancip:uor" ·just o~re, in·; rcjecred 
·de~ign. ArchitectHcm)' Bacon's final-plan pwmist"·d an c::ri1erior with'-a :single .mes­
·,5age, with. columns -~nd fc:srooris embod)'ing the states-as "a S)'mbol of-tbe;union." 
.lrl~ide, Daniel Chemr French's sron1· Linc~lnprc:sides beni:arh an inscrip1ion: '·'In 

· Tliis Tempi~ as in th~ Heans of,the People for \'\1hom :He ·S3ved tbe ·uniori the 
·Memot~· of Abraham lincoln·Is Enshrined Fore,~er:' Arr criticRoyal Cortisroz wrott' 
these lines-and explained their •subtlety to Bacon("Thc: memorial must make a 
common ground for rhc: mec[ing of rhe north and ·t11e south. B1• emphasiz.ing his 
Sa\·ing [he union )'OU appeaJ to bOln scnions. 8)' saying nothing abour ~~3\'C:f)' )'OU 

.avoid the rubbing of old sores." Lincoln himsclf.mpplic:s the on I)' allusions to Amer­
·ic3n sla_,•err in the [empl~: his Geltj-sburg Aildrc:ss.and.Sc:cond Tnaugur3l Address 
are car,•ed [mo the walls. Bm :~sDixon \'V'ecler obsen•c:d in l9·l0, these orations h:on-e 
been '\yorn so smooth br a million wnguc:s thar we arc: not apl ro fc~l the" edge -
of Linroln's words." The Lincoln Memorial was mnceh·ed-as a symbol of natiom! 
consensus. linking Nor1b and .South on hoi)', na[ional· ground.u 

The shrine's 1922 dedication rhrt"W th~ racial schism O\'t'f Lincoln's mc:mof)· imo 
stark, if fleeting, relief. Taft. now chief justice of the Supreme Court, m'c:mioned 
slan:r)' nounce in" long address. Prc:sidem Wamn G. Harding re:tssured the Sou[h 
[hat Lincoln "~''0 u I d ha \'e been lh ~ last man in 1 he rc pub I ir to reson to arms ro dfc:n 
... ·abolition.[!:m:mcip:uion was a.meOJ.m ro [he grc:a1 end- maimained union and 
nationalit(' One )peaker br~acbed the. consensus. Robut Ru:ssa Mo10n, suru:·ssor 
to Booker T. \'i:.';~shington at Tuskegee lnstitu[e, gmnrc:d rhat "lincoln died io ~are 
the union" but countered thal Lhc: martrr"s greatness uemmed from the f:~ct th:u 
n~ ''put his 1rus1 in God and spoke the word th3t ga\'e freedom ro a race. and ,;indi· 
catro the honor of a nation conceived in Iibert)' and dedi rated to the proposition 
·lnal all men arc created equal." But even as Mown spoke, prominem black W:~sh­
ingtoniam w~r~ being confined by militar>· mhers to a ''colored" seadng area ar the 
rear of the rrowd: (Manr sources allege rhat Moron \\"aS ubo sea[ed rhere and allowed 
on 1he pl:.uform nnl~· (huing his speech, bm 1his is inaccumtc. See figure l]Tne 
bla~k press drnounced the: bhscd spc:c<hes and segrc:ga1~d sc:ming as a moc~r of 
lincoln's ideals. l\lainmeam newspap~n simplr ignored the furor and headlined 
Moton's remuk th:n blacks n·ete obliged w .jus1if~: emancipa[ion br being lo)'al 
ci[izen~. This round in 1f'lc conteSI O\'C:r Lincoln's memorr went w !hl' poli1icians.' 1 

~lcmori"l and I" :\rohllf\t. llrntt· Bl<Dil riS(•C.-I'l!H ·rPh U diu .. \1.1< l"t>i•milr. loJ1JOI On rhr illlit><'> ll<r 

b) .\ frie>n-.\mrri<Jn p10lri!W. l~C JbrJ. (,~oJ-.j f. 
" lill<oln ~1<1rtiirial Comm<nion. T:l'f'nrl, H-I..J. !1-~7. II. B. J.l. J6. j<J. ~!!-.John Jlu~IJ I'IIpr. "',\pprodL< 

C. Rrpon of tl>r .\n:hi ICC! on Drrignr lor 1 hr ~k<idi>n llill lnd 1 hr SDidim' Homr Sites: •ln.l .. ~9-~l: HrnJ !' 
lla<on. ··,\pl'cndi• D Rrpo11 ol 1ilc -~ n'h irr<l an .-\lrcm~1i1·r Orsign~(t:oJ cllc 1\:llotnor P•rk Sitt :· 1PJol .• Jl·l~. Ru!•l 
Coruuoz to tr•nr! Baron .• ~pril 6. l'ltQ, qllot<d in ~'.Johr~gtow Ert~llll Jur. Manh Z. l9~7. m. C. pp. I. l •. 
Dixoo \\'mer: J'bc Ht~>> m .{mmcJ· .~ Cbr,~rd~ tJfH~ro rro,Arp (19·11: Ann ,\1b..-. 1•!66). 2 H. Jnl<! Gnrrin'r 
mutoh in thrrocmoriol•lrpicr tl"'"! allrg<~ri<oll!. hut Gurrin.li}c H<mr B•c~n. n~·thc L'ni~n motif :1< primur 
Scr Jul<l GLU"rin. -n,. G1<a.1 linroln ~l~moriol,- l.J>Ita· Honu Ja~mJI tOct. t9!11. t~-l,, 16(1-61. · 

. "Rcxft"d L llnlmr!. Inc rd, "Ordi<a!<ll\ 'Eurcis<S lnridrnl 10 the fotm>l OrdicauoiL of th• lioroln 
~tt'm1LIJ3l."' ~r3~' i.l,l, 1\l~~- n•"l ra~itl3~-<!cl in ('1111~: \-~. RroHd1uf tlli! l.incPlD ~1~nmnll (tJmmiHi<Jn. RG -~~ ~~· •. 
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Figur~ 1 

Drdir:uion of Ln~ Linroln Memorial, Mll)' ~o. 1922. Hcrbm L Frrnd1. ~botog~"J~('hn. 
T:1ULl ... ocll :~ft~r Rob('t i Russa Moton'J 1pc~ch. this ph01op;r:!jlh of l\lo1n~ 

at his 5C:III (wilh prognm, ar left) prcwr:~ that he was not forwl 
to !it in the '"colored'" SfCtion 31 hu aft en bt"en alkg(:d. 

Other pha\ognphs show blu:k Ch·il \'l:lar ~'C'u:rans · 
S'<ated among the d igninrics.. C ourlt'sy 

libr-ol'}' of Cortgmr .. 

-~ 
i 

Bur a renewed barrie between official and l'c:rnacular memories of lincoln now 
existed, particularly at the rtationlll [emplc: honoring him. "Proving that Lincoln \\'ill 
b"c remembered lc.!;s as emancipawr than as the man who kepL rhe nates together 
would tall a wo(ld of genius.'" balked a rolumnisL for the black w<"ekly Chi,ugo De­
fender. ln fact, there was :1 cormiYed, vulnerable quality roche bowdkrized Lincoln 
consecra[ed by politicians in the 1910s and 1920s. Surd)' the folks in Omega, Vir·. 
ginla, who e~pdled young Oscar Chapman were not fooled b1• m•isionist memories. 
of Lincoln as ·nonsenional hero- nor were the United Confederate Ve[erans, who 
caused a furor onlr ~veeks afm tbe u~mple's dedica[ion b)' publiclr blaming Lirtcoln 
for the Civil \\;'ar. The consensus Lincoln seemed 10 need regular maimen:~nce: 

tiunal A•rhi•n, \'<"Ld>in,lon. D.C.] Thr R<1hr<1 RmS:J Moum L•crnd i11~prllrd in. UlllMI~ man~ c .. rnl•i<•. Con· 
n•nr~ ~lei.· Grrrn. ThtStrrrt Ci~1·: riH•>rarJ'O/R•rL lle/,mpruiiJ tlu /l.',mr>lt"I CJ/>•loiftPrincrl<>ll. l'lli~l. N~-101. 
Bll<k pm! I<'Jl"l1! rO:lk< na mrmiilll nr Ml"'on h:>.,·ing !31 in lM "rolmrd >«I ion." 5rr W~rl•r.orRI"~ liibuJ<r, )<l R<' 

J. 19H.pp. I, R: ibro/..Junr IG. J<ill. p. 1: Cl~rr.Jg<l lkfrnJa.Jun< 10. 1'!1l. p. l; •ud "'unwiiL, HudiJI(I:._Iamrr 
C:ollll.~ll<l"l:.fl," [miJ, 2·1!)ulr !91!). tU f<l'lrrrcplionarMolon'r~pc«ll.J« ifj,f.mgs•Jn fl-ul. lo.b.}' H. 1<1!1, 
p. 2: •nol ,\'rw loci 7'imo. l>by II. l'H1. 1'1' L, }. fig1>r~ lor thi> ~~~•!' u phmo "" 1881!2. wol. I. p. !.1. Lll'l 

l:!l•l-~ tPrim• ~'"' l'h•>l;oguph• IJi•·isi~n. I ilor••!· .~ Cnnpr~r<). · 

Ci,•il ~ifht~ and _thC" l.incnln .Mt:nH;ri~l I;B 

siauing in 192'J. politicians and parriotic.socieries annu:~ll)•reoiffirrncd the,prim:~cr 
or:Savior-oYer:Emancipaior in Lincoln's Binhd~r ce~e-monies at tn~ sluine. -Biark 
'leaders cominued w conte~f such interpretations; t hciffirst organi1.ed gathering at . 
th~ memorial \\':IS ll mass rcligiotiS .~cn·ice in Augmt .l\)26. The main speaker, a. 
:bishop 6f rhe African ·Methodist Epismp:~l Zion chunh, :predimbl)' told an-au­
dience of-mu thousand th:n "the immortaliiy of rhc gre:H emancipa10r Ia)' no1 in· 
h:is.presen·at ion or the Union~ hutin his gi~·ingfrcedom to the negroes of 1\merira."1

l 

Concei~·ed and dedicated -as holy gtound. the Linmhdi{emorial became, as ea.rly 
as 1922, racial!)' contested ground. Br ch:mce or design,.rhe ~hrine-maddled bound-· 
aries: ·b-etween North and Somh, b~k ~nd wlmc, a11d b<'t \'c~n offtrial-~nd 
\'ern:~cu at memor •. i\s hmh temple and tourist aru:JCiion, it s:H on the w~p he· 
tween sacred -:~nd scc1ilil.r. T e memor1:1 1s a muna space Ill VKtor · urncr's scn.~e 
Of being "betwixt .and be[ween"cuswmary .~:ocial catcgoric.s .. liminal sp:~cr is a realm 
orambiguitr-and therefore of possibilit)'-Wh~re p11Uiic ri1Uals and appeals LO S3· . 

crc:d symbols posseu an unusual pmcn<r 10 df«t both -soci:JI dnngc and group 
unit~·. or COIITflll/11itJ!. African Americans were \\'hat Turner l'alls _liminal perso11ac. 
Despite emanciparion. they remained betwixt and between; no lo11gc-r sl:n·es, nor 
rec full citizens. ll~· im·oking and rciiucrprc:ting :1 mr[ullal iwn, bl:lxk protesters ex-· 
plored the: ambiguities and possibiliries of Amrricansocin~· in the mid-rwencieth 
cemur~. Their protests ar the Li.nmln Memorial were repc::;tted. standardized rituals 
that e'\'0]\'ed frimi experien{e and ulrim:uely cooslimred a formidable politics of 
memorr. The mareiD' w:~s born. as Marr McLeod Derlwne wrme, in 1 h<" epiph:111r 
of Andcrso11's concert on Easter Su11da}' 1919.'4 . 

Maestlo Anuro Toscanini s11id in 1935 tlm a mice like Anderson's \\'ll~ "hcanl 
once in a hundred rears~· Her fume by -1939 caused Howard Umversll}' ,a :seelfa 
larger, off-campus audiwrium for hrr annual \\;1ashington recitaL 011]amlar)' 9, the 
Daugh1crs of Lne American Re\•olurion barred Anderson from their taK·exempt ·· 
Constitution Hall. staring fla1lr rh:~t it was open "'to whirc l!nim" only. Soon the 
Districr of Columbi-a Doard of Eduration refused Anderson tbe use of a high srhool 
auditorium. Anderson was neither rhc: (Jrs[ nor laSl black prrformer banned by rhc: 
DAR, but in 19}1) Fim Lady Eleanor Roos~,·eh's publi{ resicnation from the D.-\R anrl 
bla£K anh•lsu' skill at press relatiolls elicited a nurrr of pious eclirmials abmtl 11:1· 

rioml \alt.1es.1
' 

" Chio..ga (l,:,'.·",?''r. ,lun~ W. I'J!Z. prrc II. p. 1. far 1 ht Co:onk<l~n 1~ WJII '"'<I~!'· lee lf)Jhlllgttln PoJI. Ju~r 
11. Jqll, p. J: c/•1·'· )t111c H. L'l~!. I'· l; 011d lf:IJhiiiJ!M" fi-r••"-~ Ju, . .Jclr-, I'JH. r- r. fur nrud><n> onJ 
10urhcrn boom•~• m linl<IIR, rrr Jl"~o/•mJ!I<ln ~HI. r<l• I~. I•11B.p. i: Y-.i· )J,~ 1'11'10. f~b. 1!. L'iJ1. r ·I: and 
ll':ilhl~giOIT /'tOJI. Frh. l), l'l!ll. 1'1' 1-~ lli•llup F. I) \r _lol>t•. ~~···~~' .. llot ]'1~6 r•lil<lill~. is l'"'"rhro•rd 
1ltiol. 11'1~ (,, I•J ~f•. I'· H 

" lo \'icl<ll lillll~i'"'"'· limmal riruJis ur prrformr<l in "pri•ilr~rohpur<au.l cimcJ:· rrtrr wbio:h '"'" '"'"1n1 
''d11111rd in iCinJ.r vtt~·. 10 n1111~•b:nr tilt· ... Sl)n.lr puh-1k 1i unb ll)\ill: rrdrdt, au~• II .,, jh:.rnJ 'jill uu 1n1! Lll[· trn lun~' 
of I sorin~ '1 -rSIII~IL'hrrl l)f lllllr:Jii•1'''01l:.r1, lLI"' rritilizr r11blir JluliLIC'' ll••l''n:Judk U:Ut!ofmm- LJw ,,:itt-' rhrm-
1< hr1. Sr< \' i•l"' T om..-r. 1'/or .-LJJtJ.mro[rlg)' a; fhjrm.?JJJct 1 Nr1o1· \in 1:. I'ISS t. ?!-16. Ill!: •nd \'imorlinn<J. ["IJ,· 
Rrr~t.Jl Prorn.1 J.:.r,~~,;u·r·· .JJJ1/ .lJJihftrr,·il~t.r.r lChi.c:::~i~o.~. l .. .lr .. ~J). ~(' 1.l~u J\;ublrt·n ,\thh:::r. cd . ii •. ,.t,'fNnta .~rr:.i tl•r· 
c:..:-.aJ/IlJ( lr.un ~~~ C:.•lfrr;rJJ' (rru.·rrm lko'tl tr'.IJ J tt.·r,JIUTt' JJJtf .·1 r:tl·r~tfv•~'·J};!.I I Lllo..un 111~ l\.lii. \01

1(1 I 
11 ftH.~tnm.•'I~•5LJ.IIIim'J f\lnLIIlrlll'. ~ S. Uu•nk. v.i1h Rud1 G(lf.!(le./J1:1f"n·urJ.-, .{ Jlomi-irfNn·· \i.••k- l 1 l.~ft\. 

~~0 S)rah R(lhriL [);;tul!lll<.lt t•l'tbi!! ... \mirit~ll llL'\olllllinn pn·~i..lt.'[ll ~":'ti~IJI. J,L]br.•lll kkr'. rl!h 1. l 1 tl•~. hl'll 
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Awoi.maged coalition of black civic lnde.rs and NAACP--officers (as wdl-as An·· 
dcrson's anisric managers) soon reai'iz~d tnar bringing Abraham lini:oln im~ the 
fray br whatseemed.an unprece.de nred .use of-his memorial "would double rh e-ne'l'o'! 
value" of the event. On March 13.- the-NA!.CP board of dirccioi-s I'Oted rhat t3theJ 
ihail finding another concerc ha-ll, "ir would .be far·beuer ... for Mis.~ Andcrsofl 

'·-· 

to sing out-of-doors, for example, at the .liricoln Memorial, cremd to com­
memorate the Memory of Abr:aham-L'incoln, the Gr_eat Emancip:i10r, or not ro sing 
in Washington at all until deinocraq• can .surmount the color lim: in the narion:s 
capiral:' Permission was quickly secured froin Secrcurr of the Interior Harold L.~./ 
Ickes- through his de: pur)', OSc-ar Chapman. Ickes cleared the idea with ·Presidenr 
Roosc>dr, who reportedly quipped, "She can sing from the top of 1he \'~/ashingwo 
Monument if she wams to!"•~ 

The concen's planning was .spearheaded by NAACP secreLary \Vaher Whife. a. 
gifted pubtidst who had once called Herben Hoover "the m.~n in 1he lilr-White 
House." He 1ook care rharplans for the concert would al'oid anr "imprmion tha·t 
propaganda for the Negro was the objecrive instead of 1he emphasizing of a prin­
ciple," He rejected as u11dignilied an e~rly proposal that Anderson sing in a park 
opposite Constitution Hall, "because 'that 'WOuld be like a naughty boy thumbing 
his nose at the back of a larger boy who had sock~d him." Moie would be gained 
b)' taking tbe high road. E\•cn so, behind the scenes, White took everr opportunity 
to.embawus Lhe DAR, belittling them in correspo11dence 1\'ith journalim and politi· 
cians as. the "fullllf old ladies of the DAR" and :mempting 10 ger Grant Wood's satir­
iral painting, Daughlm of Re••ohttion, printed on the cover of Time magazine.U 
. ·Having secured sacred ground for the con.cert sire, White intemified his anemion 

ro symbolism. Andenon would begin by singing "America" because of the "ironic 
implicarions.." Members of the c:.binet, Congreu, and 1he Supreme Court were 

1961, <IIIII' 1-lB~. Marian Al>dmon Subfik:, unu~l Cb.uilinl Fil~r 1~J7-I'l!.l. R<ml<h ul·h~ s .... ,.rr cflb<O 
ln1~1ior, JlG.U ('f:{~1ional AlthiTcs): o\'rrt' Hml J'im,, Frb. 2B,·I~~9. pp. I, l.'M:my'.di<oliah ~rr rcp<i~>ld in 
Amon Pllrlp~ S1alu:l, /'trl .,.,r/ J.bl Cofor liru (Washingcon, 19J9). 12-20. T.,.'D usrf ~I arco~nu ~r And«JJn's con<ell 
{~·loich, harm-.r. do nm anolyzc plannru' •••cnlion 10 •rmhc:olism) ••• Wris~. F.Jmrtllto f~t J'Jrl) o_{lino'lJ(.,, 
117-66; a~d Allida M. Blari, "Chompioni118 • ChampiM: Elrono< lloosr•-cls ond thr Maoi1n Andmon 'f1<rdam 
Conrcn,"' Pmid•J>Ju( Swdi~I Q11oirl~d,.-. lD (Flll 19'XI). ~1~-)6. Amon£ 1hc o1i>rr pclfGnnm ,.·JsGm o~ 
Da~~lnc I>' of sh< Amcrirm Rnolut[cn {0.\11.) !omcd Ctom Co11<1 in11ion Holl v.·rtc P.~ul Robr1011, 1hr H IJTipoon lnlli· 
tu<r SinRW, orul Harrr 8do.fcntc. Scr ll'~hi,.grow St..1r, Srpo. 9. l9i9. srr. G. p. 1: ll'~rlm•gton flu_,(,;I.Triflr~<~r, 
Fe-b. ll. I?J~. p. 16; •IL!IIt':11hillgtrm Tril•11r1<, M1rrb ll, 19~1. clipping in "Biarl; S<g«p1ion and Dimimin•­

.1i011/M:uian A!Wkuon Conrm" f~>ldor, \'C.':t•l•in~looian• Colk<1i1>n (~l•uin wd1c1 Ki~>R-Jr .. 1"11l>lir Libmu·. 
W.1.<l1 inc wn. DC.). · · 

.. "N·~~ \'olur" in \\'l.llcr IX'bi•~ lO HDII!IOO. ~larrh ll, 1~W. oo• Cl9. group I. :0.:.\..0.0:P P•prrs. Osri:r L. 
Ch1.pma~ rb.irncllla hue shoughr of wing d~e mcmolial, bur block leadeD' v.rrr .!imminJI1ooo i<kt., 1~'11'111> 
o.-ccls lo.Co1~ tl••i r fun ctcordC"<IIn<<ling o:id1 Cl11p111"" Josrph 1'. Lash. f/Nr;ut """' /'rJr;l/w. 1~r Jl"':f o/ll•err 
ft~{.Jiio>lfifn{'o {J,m·•fo~ E!~tJrrarfto><JJfl'tflj Pi-ri'.Jif P~tmtNrw \'mk, 1971), IF: \'CILi« ro II•'U!IDik, ;l.lu<h 6. 19l'l, 
bl>lC u. gloUp II, N.V.t:P Ptpru: IWll ilc I. "M imnc! or I hr Mttl ing of dJ< lloLrd "' Dim wu.- ~ .... II I j. Ill .1'!. 
p. ·I, boo l.l. tbid.; Roa1e1~l• q•1ascol iD Chapnu11 inlcnic,.·, p. I. · 
· "W~lsrr Whi~e. A ,u~_.. Co~tl•.t lf:b•u: Thi .-1ulohiogr.rph} oj lr';r/trr ll'".!ir~ (Nr:n· \"~rk. l'l4S}. lO~. 181; 
"Mari•~ "ltdcoon Will SinR in 11loo 'Open .\ir' JOS Rcbukr 10 D.,o\.R.;' prm.rdmc. Frb .. l~. I~}'J. boo ll. J!roup 
II, ~.,,.,('f l':ll'crs; Whil~ IC Genrudc [Sl<>ll<l. Zo.hlch 14, 1919. box Ll. ilml: ,,.,,;,. 10 U•rr!· F.. OU'il. Fd._ 1~. 
19J'J. bM J.l. t!ml.; ~'hire 111l'ii)Jdla I..Guardi,, .\prilll. l'l.19, io;.l.: \\'hil<"l" lr<w B. Gnngrr.Jun.- U. 195'1. 
rfri,l: \to'hi 100 10 Edt~~rd G. Robinson. M•n:h I. IQ}Q, ihr'rf . 

.:· 
;;·-

. . 

f:i,· il Right~ :arirhhc Uncoln -M c_;nori:il 1·11 

r~cruited as:public spor1~rs and invited 10 sit on ihc 1-.!nding where Anderson wouiJ 
·sillg. "E)qr:S.Couu, -white and colored," were erilisted to ·h~ni:l ou1 the: cor•ceri's 
printed progr:uJ]-With the Get I )'Sburg Address quo!ed on [u mvc:r .. A script 
:provided L'? radio commemawrs (and :incorporated nearly \'erlmim into Harold 
!ekes's inr-roductioll) read, "'hi1 bmh·fiuing and S)'mbolic thatO{'AndmonJ should 
be: singing on Easrer Sundar on the ~reps of the Memoriaho ihe Gn::at Emanciparot 
who slruck .the shackles of slal'~ry .from her .people ·sC\'cnty-siK )'ears ago:'•s 

On the aftemoon of April 9, 1hese dements came·together brillianrlr- ,-\her the 
brief introduni~n _by Secrc:tar}' Ickes. the singer descended the s1eps in fwm of 1he 
51atue and, in \Vhite'nrords, ·:poured out-in hersuperb voice: ~rn'C'et land ofriberty' 
almost as though it was a pn}'er.'" Those who anended·remembc:r the concer1, which 
was capmred br flC:'Vr"Sred cameras :and :broadcaSL live by national radio netw.orks, as 
'"like·a religious sc:rvice" and "a grcaupirirual eKpcrirnce of common S}·mpO!thpnd. 
undemanding." Ci>'iiJights attorn~ Joseph L. .Rauh, Jr., recalled. "It 1\'llS quite a 
beaULiful -31\'akening of black~ in the l:'it)' rhere. E,•erJonc: was there in their btsl 
clo1he~ .. , . You got rhis feeling, there she was infrorlt oflincoln, and what a great 
srep forward this was."'The nexr da)' anivisrs discussed making Lhe concert an annual 
e\·em to hold public attentior~ on racial i.ssues. lri the next mo decades, planners . 
repea1edly hearkened back ro rhc: Anderson concert as a formati1·c: momem (and 
the singer renewed public memories of the evem in l9S2, when she: sa11g agai11 on 
the steps of the shrine at a memorial servire for Ickes). l11e Easter recital seemed 
a tactical epipha~}' to black acrivists b~cause it suggested a si1e and form:H for ifl­
jt'cling rhc ci1·il rights cause into the: main.meam of debates abom national ''alues 
and the American Wa)'.19 

Hagiographers ha\'C made rhe An de aff:.i1 imo a .sror • abom Ele-anor 
Roose,•e r, w o neither pl1mned nor auendc:d th comen. Emphasis on the First 
la )' o scuscs t c: events arger Importance: \l;'ith the concl'tl, the ci>'il righu mon­
menl be n to de1'Ciop a matcg)' of mass, 5J'mbolic prote~r thar used ritual and ap· 
~eals lo mernorr to ml' c race a nauona 1ssue. By 1939 Abmham Linroln was an 
sncreasinglr co\'t'ted cultural and polurcal srmbol of the: American W3)' of Life, a 
symbol interpn:ted bj• e'•errone from Franklin D. Roosc:veh to Carl Sandburg. from 

11 \\"hire 10 Hoo11cn afld \'. D. Jclmslon. r.hr<h )l. 19.1'l, boo< Ll. glotLJ> II. ~;\J.CP hpm. !CI1~rb H_ 
HDll>lclll, 10di~..-rip1. April8. II}!Q,(ald.-r H. b~ Z·l, Mari~n .\ndrna<1/ D\11 Conu~•~rS!' CmlcCiion. "Rrmoola 
of thr Scrl<lJ<f o>f 1hr t1u~li,,r fhroiJ L l<l;c, i~ ln11aduring M01i2n .~ndmon >1 shrlinmln ~lrnwriol (iomm 
to be Held 01 ) Ull p.m. I EST). S~ndar A pri I 9. t ~~9." ba• L2. group II. )o;.\..U:P P:J~m. 

•• l,'l;'hiL~ .. II.Jw c ... (l,,l ll"hru. 184; Chopman iBm>ic~·. 1; Ch:~..~l<• II. HO>UIIOn. l<malb Of\·tbc pmcnmiou 
of ~ ~···iu ,\nolmon <OIUt ll mlll1 L ~nd lied '!'f'O!<rip1. Jan. 6, l'lH. p. l. fol-:1 . .-r. -ll). boo 1 ° z. }jirian ;\II' 

d<rron I 0.\~ Cunuo>lrll)' Col!rtlion.ln l'l~I-JMCph L lbuh.Jr .. duf1t<l frankliu D.lko~-cls'I>t>lidi<crimifl31iL•I• 
rule. E~r<U1 i1·r Orolrr SBOl. • nd hr a«rnd<d or h~1prd <'I gani•~ n<>rl F 1ll 1hr drmonsuot ions diu n•!Cd in <h•• 
~rriclr: ><~ j01rph l lt.uh. ,11.. imrHic"··b!· Son<l,gc. Nor 11. 198~. momrrip1. p l(in Sand•&<~ JIOIImi•onl 
Hou11an so O!nl l ClL•pm•n. April ll. lQ J<J. folder ..1. ho_x 1·1. 1>1~1 i•n .\ ndn<an I U.\R C~nii<JI'r ~l Cl•llcrr[un 
ror Hmcgi~·- lam rrfrrrncrs [0 ,\fOdcr"'"· l<C W11i<t 10 Clnpm•n .• ~pri1 ll. [IJI". bo• .\J4, groo.op 11. ~.~ ... I' 
l'aprrs: ond R<or \\'Likin>IO Sol Hurol. Lrlcer>m, .\pliLl!. 191'. box AZH. ~I<OUp HI. tbirl. o~ ,\nd~IIOO'r tmfm· 
man« 11 1hr J. kr1 .1<' 11·irc., lr< (J':.Ubt.O~(O)" f'tJJI, ,\pril ll, (')Jl. ICC, ll, ]l I. l'or I Ontrm )'>11101 !' n·i.Jrnrc cor the 
dcbl.JC' o\·cr "n1c Am(·Jinn \'\':::~!-;· rrc 1l!C" "innln:~ ~!-":115. [lr "3 \:nnu:~Litt cldin.:o chr p-haw. in lf.Jrto'J Jf,JJJ'II•lt 
.lbgJri~t. t-r. cf•b.-).hr 191~1 . 
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-Thr:Jotinml·nf Atiwrimn lli~tor)' Jwtt' :1 ij1)3 

Figurr ~ 
Mari:~.n Andu~on, Lim~Jtn Memorial, April 9. I?J9. LIFE M~g:ninr pht>lngr.Jftl' by 

Tlmm.H ,lf~-;1~~~~·- "I9.l9 Tim~ ll'd-rnl"r. 

l·lollywoDd moguls 10 the: American Communist party. S1 ill, Unroln's ronmct[oll 
to racial juStice remained controvcHial. Two monrhs before Anderson's conren. Lin­
coln srhol:H P:tul Angle had dedarea Ratly that rhe president's f.1me as an emanci­
p:arol was "unhistorical," umurportell h~· f:~c1. ln onr holJ mnh. the- bster conrerr 

. ·-

Ci,·il Ri~lm and _lli_e··l.iric~1n'_~l~m~rr:tl 1-f:· 

swept a".oar the shrine's off1eial dedicar[on LO ·the· ·~s:t.\•[or .o(ihe union" -:t.nd m:t.de 
ir·a-suonghold of mcial.justi£e. One conn:rrgoer,the'bla£kb:uiwne Todd Dunc:tn, 
reralb that the pcrfmmance seemed lD ua;;sfurm'i.he memorial LillO "a wunclerrul 
citadel, a raLbedraJ;' 3 place tO bmh affirm -the n'ation and-suuggle lO make it jus1.'0 

\'('hire America recognized one half of ihe me1amorphosis -affirmation- and :1 

ntharsis of nationalism followed. A Mamchu~ens editor predicted dat -UAR 

members\'\'fluld not iiLtend the concert. "We: t:llpecl·lhcy would fer:l unconifon~hle 
on thar ground. a11d a little out of pl:~ce:"'he wmtc,,ltnsing thar the memoriaH1ad 
become ·a pnwcrfullr rbarged site. Likewise. a -Ph//,1delphw Inquirer ediroria[ 
proclaimed a "New hlessage of the tincoln Shrine::· The inAuemial columnist 
Franklin P. Adams comp:m:d the DAR to the:Nnzi·German-i\meric:an -Dund. and 
vocal members of the public agreed. Those 'Haugluers of th~ 1\mcrican Reaction· 
aries" ·were- "m1ffcd pcttiwats" who had been unmasked as "un-Amcrican." "lll3t's 
the sruff," one rilizen wrote Ickes, "Give tile colored girl a show. The O,;-\.R. don'r 
own this countrr i'>·hi£h is nill free, 1hauk _the lord. And it's most fining Lhnl the: 
.1-piril of Linruln n·ill be :~r 1 his concert." Another \\'JOLt', "It's a -stmngc: world when 
)'OU find rhr 0.-\R in the same pew with rhc Ku-Kiuxers," A Sunda)' roncefl had be: 
rome 3 national rerercndllm, polled. at barbershops :ancl break ran tables 3UOSS the 

la11d.u 
Of course, nor all rile editorials and ritizens' lcm:rs were supporti\•e. And in 1he 

segregated c:tpital. l\l:lrian Anderson hnd ro sleep in a pri\'are llome because no 
repu.3blc bou·l would 3C(ommodnte :1 bl:lCk guesL. Some blacks were appalled that 
Alllki~Oll h:ul to sing our nf doors, reg:udlcs.!O or the noble setting. \'V'hite news­
pi!pcrs rercrrcd LO the thinr-se\'Cil-)'Car-old di\'a as "the Negro Girl from Plliladcl­
phi:l' and "•his rolorcJ girl our of tbe slums," or paLernalisticall)·. br lier lim name 
onl~·- The spnholi< rriumph left mu<h un{hanged. E,•en Eleanor RooseYeh was no1 
alw·ap a n·li:tble all~·. lroni£nllr, only a rear after tl1c: com~:n·1he uossed a pkke1 
line ror perhap~ tbe onl)' time inner life, bypaMing bJ:h:k protemrs tO 3llt'nd ihe 
II)..JO premiere of 1hc R:.ym<1nd Mas!>eJ' film ,-\be Lilfcolu inllli11oiJ aT a segregated 
\~'ashington thr::ucr.u 

'" KuK!' .L \'i'rou. All ida ~1. lll..:k. :u1d. m•!lr olhtr 11l1oh.u infhl< Elr2nor lloom-cl•'• rt>l< in pl2nni1>~ •h~ 
tonLCtl. fcn whhll 'li<ill 2oln1iu <11<1< i1 Iiiii< wnurn •·rid<llr< . .Sr< \\;lis.. /'.mud/ to J/N /'.JriJ ofl~iJrtJiJr. lt.O. 
l'u•l .o\tlglrqu<>l«lm \'i:cn<l.//,·mr•.111urr••· ~~~-On UIHoln in th< Nllls.su .~I[J<d Ha,.onhJunc!. fi.J•'I!rrdl"r 
fm~gr Bro~m · nu 11. f'/JJ ~·rr~hll . . r11J l~t Uu· of tl.·~ Lr11mJu JJ mba/{1\H I Wa.~bing1on, 19: ~ ): rnd l.li• h~rl 
K>.mrnrn, JJJJiir Clxord. aj.Url11<N)" Tlu Ti-.Jrr~{rmlullr>Jl ofTr~.lrr•o" r~ nmtrrtJ" Cultur~ (Nrw \ork. 19'11). 1419 
Tadd D~n<:lll imrt•·k,.d in "Manlll .-\n<i<l"'n:· prt>d D~111~ J . .f•m<'- lknt<nl Sc~brool<~. and Tonun E 
R<>l>msoR l \'i'F.T.-\. :l.Lar S, I'J<JH. . 

" lfiJrr,lrr G~=el;r. npril I<JJq. dipping ill !rnpbook ·1<:1·1. llacohl L lrkt• P.1.p41s (:l.hnu~<tipc Oi•·11iDII, Li· 
bnrr of Cnngrrut:_ PIJt!JJ~lrl•l.l 1"•1'"'''- .~p•li 1. I•IJ 1J. I'· d; '"!lund ond D.i\.R . .o\tt S,obl< J.lm1, ~'T' ~ \' 
Columni ..... rrr•• tclc:t•c. hb L-1. l'l}'l, b<n u. RIDUp II. :-~.~.ICI' l':rp<n: •nDIIj'fliCIUIIW<O !D mit fmnl "an ob­
ICt>rr. mi.!Jk ~~cd. rrol-bwool,·ol_ O>JJ.fuhionrd. nacioT·"orn .\mrrico11 housr~·ifc ot>1 hrrr ill C1ntm1. OlriG,"o.d., 
''""-: Brmi•~ G llrf)' co R• nJ Srhool of Soria! Scirm<. ~.d .• rbul.: Ootlrl s_ (UClt)' !D d>r <di lor. Ullidcnuli~J 
nno.sp•r<•· ,f,r,J. ll<m~· L~r to l<kr! • .\pnl ). ltJ)'). llirh<n fri~J.,-nn~ld "' l<k<J. Mmb }(), 1'1!'1. Jkrllld' ol rhr 
Srcr.rur\· ,,f tht II~Lrri(lt. 

"Tl'.r >iCI~t~ u•r~d •t thc lwmr of ilt. ~"~ Mr>. Gifford Pinrho1. !ir~ Cl1apmm in1cr•·ir,.., 2. lt'~JI•r~rglo" Err-
"'"fi·SIJ'- ~hrolo .'1. N5•J. p .~10. lljrl•mxi•W y,..,,·r-//,·•~/,1. ~larch I<J. l'l.l9. p. tO: lr:u~jrrglorr Port . • \prrl 12. 
li>.\IJ, r q KA~ m,rnd ~trs.~rr. u hi• pi.Jl t"J liiK,IIII thll Elm .. ~!w:~r .,nJ IFI ~ht libn -~ 'Jl" .r UJfrJ/rl, 1/fi~J·I• v.·[IIC'i I ha£ 
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14B The joum:11 ·cif:Amqican Hiswrr Junc-J 9tl~ 

These·contradiclions in what ~1as·becomc:-a towcri1,1g m'ome.i:ll in A~erican folk~ 
· ~ore,'.the·M:nian Anderson concert ·of: 1939,-:rc:veal:lhc lti.~erent :~.mbiguil)' of sym· 

bolic b.lark protesl :J.l 1he lincoln :ti{errjori~LMemoq•, ·theorists 1cll us, is a 'deeply 
visual meaium. The concert and the rilualistic.~rall[es th:~.l emued in the 1940s and 
19~0s .presented a compelling mnemoriic image- rhe -jmcnposition of rhc Great 

·Emancipator with descemhnts of freed sla~s. like the ''iin•cmed tradi1lons" de-. 
scribed by Eric Hobsbawm, th:u image us~d ."hlsrory as a legitim:uor of ac1 ion and 
cement of group cohesion." The: political resonance of surh an nppcal hinges on 
what scholars caiiLhc ·socinl dimensions of memoq•, the e~tem ro which an image 
rcll.s an imtnntl)' recognizable "my1hiorory.'' Viewers connect-such images idiosrn· 
cral icaHy to lhei r p rivale u nd e rsla nd in gs or I he coli ecti vc past. B hck p rorest ers at 
the memorial C\"Oked 1he American cultural mastcrplot thal "Lincoln freed the 
.slaves:' This c~rechism proved remarkably resilient despi1e efforts Lo suppress iLH 

But c:\•en as acth•isu used the masterplot to argue for ju.nice. the)' could not a\'oid 
replicating a stereotypical im:ilge of blacksubordinaLion: 1har of the "grateful Negro 
:tll.incoln's feel:~ .Among 1he most familiat 1ableaux of American race relations., 1his 
duo appe11rs in the 1876 monument dedicated (alld criticized) b)' Douglass. in 
myriad popular prints, 11nd even on a 1940 Uni1ed Slates postage stamp. D-avid 
Brion Davis locates the image wi1hin a genre he calls the: "Emancipation Moment," 
arguing th:~.l its subtext of rarial hierarchy tmposc:s on real-life blacks a posture of 
indebtedness and moral obligation. W/e h:~.ve alrc:ad)' observed this at 1he memotial's 
1922 dedication, when lhe whirc: press focused on Robert Moton's remarks about 

"Negro loyalty."l4 
Themes of sdf-congrn1ula10ry nationalism and implicit racial hierarrhy pervaded 

responses to 1\nderson's comcn. A IY.~nhinglon Poi! columnist wrote that concert· 

1hr Firll u<l]' 10ld ltirn she olttiLlcd 10 i&RI>I< tile proiCII b<eau1e "<II< pickling oogu>izali~~·Wi.J nol '1ppn:,."<d 
br the N.~.'oC~.'· S« Raj"mllnd Mass<j\ ,~ HtmdrfoiD~Ifrmrt liw: A" tlvsobiogr~1•lo_r 1 Ho!l~>n. l'Pl}.n:-. El< .. noo 
Rai:M1dl clid.•pea!t 111111 No\AO' <~lly a1 tile mr<noli'll. alan~: wi1b Pr~•id<fu Hur1· S. 1"111m2n •nd Sen. Wal:n< 
Mur.lt", Ol>jUPt !9. 1°)-17. '.);'alice \Vhit~ .. rrli\Erd the .,..,.,, wilh 1lt~ ""''"'"'il>ll or Clnpman. br I hen lhn,· s. 
Truman"> Jcrr<:ury of d1" iRmicr. ""b1g<<1 lola!! ~1e.,ling in N .. til>ll"l Bi11mr l'l>nncd br .~ ,\.o\CP."" pte,. oclc•••. 

June 6, l.,_li.llal ,\!), Ecoup II. N.'oloCP l':<prn. 
n Patrick II. Hu11cn, "Th~ i\11 or).kmor~ ltctonr~ircd: F1om 1lhe1orir co l'lrlllaan•lpis."" )<uun# o{tfu Hu-

taryofldur. 4!11Julr-Scpa. tont7). J.~l-92. 'Eiir llobsb.,.m. ~h,unduction: l,.,.,.ming lhdhianJ,~in Tlu lr~rrnlr<M 
nj)r~msia"~ rd. Eoi.: Unll!b<l"·m nd l~r~RI< R•n~r (Camb1idge. Eng .. 1'18)1. H4. r<p. 1l. Dand Thelen. ""In· 
uc~Lu<ti<ln' ~lcn>flll" ucl ll 1~eri1:tllll i11urr."" in.11t 11'/llf'J ~rrrl ;lmtrirotO' 11"'"'1· rJ. l11drn. rii -•i•. I 2m indd11ccl 
10 Rl•rs In•< rm clisrU!Ii~R ~ith me lci• runccpl or""n')'lhir I<CDEnilio<•'" .. :J.(<lmf'lnrtn •• r ~unc>Sflll puhlil m<l· 

."-J:<I abou1 1 he pall. 
" l'lm•z• M•mp in IX'inim. 0 frrrdam!, IH. For 2mlr~'• or \'3lioos niArl<rmh- nd ·~-cmirlh-uniUf!' 

in1a~cH>fthr gr.u<f11l Nr~ro·uli<><oln'• rc<l.lrr Snaft<'. "'l'oliriulf:lofrmor(: >nclllarold El<>lzrr. Go.oo1 S. B•>riu. 
2ud ~h1'k E. Ncdr.Jr .. Ch.rngrn.~ t/or li.,rolniNt~.~~ (F~>i< \'\"arnr. 19RH. ~·1-!Z. Ul: u·~rlol"oflo.o fl'"''"f Jr.rr. 
Ftb .• l!, ~~~- 1«- .~. p. !: \"((-ldan Pen. lw sJH p,~Il''<Ct c;{Mw!t.rm li11rafJ1 lH211D83Ce. T~llollo .. lq".\1. q1; 
1-;ammrn. ,l[yllil Churoft.. IZJ.U!; o~d ff:.r.bi"fillM Porf ,lf.rg~zr.crt. feb. 18, l'J'I(I. p. 11 l:.osuikin~ unpubli!h<d 
CK'>mpleur~ ~bljwr Collins"i ltlitl corlhrrr phul<» licr ibr us. Olfuto&'\'(:11 lnf,rmooion 2nd. pnou,raph 1-CILI 
10 II>< N.\.ICP I>) '1 rl c<-l2n« phOll>:!:fOPh«. Str ,,·,·gro &y• ,I olmrril'lg tlu lm.-ulw ,l(,.zrrtr.rl. phol~guph!. br 
~[>rjm)" Cllii'IU. •prin~ 19·1!. ll'Cl H .... ll& I Plirm :111<1 l'haLo~raphs Di•·ision. l.ibiOJ!" cor Con~occsl. anol plwm­
gtaph i<J l.a.,..·tcmr N'tccllrmlll Ill Hcnrr L:cl.lnon.,I .. A. 16. 1'1\7. bcr< n~n. gr"'J!> Ill. :-.'.~.'.C~ P>prrr. Du·id !Ilion 
lll\'iL "TI.r F.nurM. iprnicm ~'·ll:n"'rnt.- iu I irl~"((,'rr. J'r IYjr fl'rrcrdrnJ· 1~ Gr'ttl dJ~t~· I r•1JUlJ. til {iJJmJ S. lli)IIU 

tNrw \<crk. l'J'1~l. r.}-R~ 

·ci~·il RiF:hts antltht'·Linwln ~kmi>ri~l 1-L'J 

gocrs f~lr "~ lit de 'nobler'' gazing al "rhe slender colored ;girl on the f10rH mp~ 
.. ; wiih the rnassi~·e figure of Lincoin.looking down bem+olcntlr."·Compare this 
to Life rri11gazine's:photo of the dignified :r\ nderson. -:fhcn consider a ·1939 cmoon 
in ":hich ihc:-<Ji,·a'bw)r1m a pickaninnr, dra~om in inc limp·cor~on dress oht field 
hana. :§lceyes rolled up and ·:ums thrown up rapturousl)•io'ihe .wwering em:tn(i· 
pater. An ·artist of the·PopularFront lampoon<"d the DAR, ;btu.' his drawing likewise 
subOJdinates a linr.:feawreless singer lO 1he colossal Lincciln.c(Sec: figures 3'-5.) The 
ubiquiwus cmanripation momem ·also ~ppe:ued in Frank Capra's 1939 .film .\fr: 
Smilh Gan /u lf~rhi11glon. filming for this paean 10 rhe American \\fa)' of life 
began in the capital a mere ele\·en clap after Anderwn's scrital. In James Stewatl"s 
famous,scen~ .at the memorial, as a whi1e bo)' and .his.grandfaiber read :iloud '"new 
birth of frecdom"·from 1he Gcnpburg Address, Capra crosscuts to an elderly blark 
man. c:rcs glistening :u be doffs his:har ~tnd looks up al the-statLJe. In 19~7 a phmo 
sho~ving Na1ion:1l Park Sen icc janitors. crouched on .lincoln's ~L:ttue 11.nd captioned 
~~ cmke rhe s1nck figure of the blark shoeshine bor appe:ued in N.11imr,d G~o­
gro1phic the s:1mc month 1hat the N,\.KP hdd a lar~e Iall)' at 1he memori:1l. (Sc~ 
figure 6.) Thl· rm:tncipation moment \':1lida1cs the st~tm quo; Lincoln's nohle work 
is done, if seems to say, and the Negro must now remember his place. Just as Eleanor 
Roose,•el! eclipses Mari:tn Anderson. in a broader sense lincoln, as a srmbol of the 
na1 ion and or v;.·hirc magil:mimiq·. bc:cornes more impon:anL chan cmatKip:Hinn or 
cil"il riglus.l' __ 

from the rime of Frederirk Oougl:~ss. black le:~.ders had known that whites might 
conmue their usc of Lincoln's mc:mor)" in rhis wa)'. ~MCP secretary James \'{!eldon 
Johnson rimall~· rr-en:tctcd thr emancipati.on moment on Lincoln'~ Binhda)', 192~; 
wrapping himself in -a chain of AoweiS. hr stood near Lincoln's mime in New \ork 
Citr'~ Union Squ-aie and broke the chain. Such performances impl~· a politir:~l 
choice. not a narmal alfinir~· of blacks [or "Father Abraham~· Historian.~ n:r,-e oh­
scurr:d this point b~· assimilating rl1e pcrspccti,·r of the emanriparion moml"IIL; 
m:ilm· assume uncritkallr 1h:1t blacb felt "'almost uni,·crs3l admiration fos T.imuln" 
umii the Bla1 k Puv.·er ba~klash of the IIJ60.s. T11is simplisric ~iev;.• ignores earlier :tm· 
bi1·al~ncc among· boLh leadw 11.nd ordinar}' b!arks. In 1917 a black 1eenager wrote 
\Yl. E. 8. Du Bois 1hat )'Ourhs in her Illinois town opposed cdcbr:ning Lincoln's 
Binhda)"· \'{!hat, shr oesked, had Lincoln ewr done For blacks? The ll"iuhillgfOntl.fro­
:lmeric.rn wondered the: same: lhing in 19-16. Manr who s1aged rallies :11 the 
memorial sh:arrd lht:se uouhts. \X'hitnC")' M. Young, Jr .. of tht" National Urban 

11 ll'.:iJ/•r.,g/•"' p,,,,_ .\pull~. t1J)•>.r. '>: uncillcdcmoun, hr(.luk] Sp.din~. fl'jrl•ongtow Trm(J·Hn.;J,I . . \[Lc<h 
H. 1'11•1. p 1~· -~~·, .W lmwln"! Faull."" <allooll b!·IFrrdl Ellio. /u,/rJr:.rj><Jfu Kwv.l.-r. U•r 6. 19)1

J. p. IJ (I his 
duLion it l.a(•m ~n .\!JiLu:.-J [IICIILJ n l:lll!'i'l1[1l(ICJ but Elli~ d IC"'Tl1fc•r omd ~(l"n'IS utii.,J1t h.::c11 clinrih111 rd ~ 1hc [)Jr/r 
lfi.,~~r.lll'jr(•,••.r' • /\;or. .-\r1il ~CI. l'.'I'J. I'· R: .lrr. J,JS,/1.; r.clll lo> 1/~rf.i.,gt"!'· olir Funk C•p1o IC~Ium~i~ l'u· 
IUf~' (DI'f'll211o<'ll. 1'•1'.11 "'" Upililrcll"lri2nl :J.I>i><UI in Olim Slo>roi'!}f/\:., r. .. ;n c""'"'' ""''" >IJ<ilcn F 
~('~ncch·'1 ~1uc t 1o-.:1t111 b.l1L~ (ubrr 11•tl j,(JCJ ~1:an_d ID d1C" sl1tr JfK. .lit. OJilt:• SltHIIC {CJmd .. n F'rr'\l111:1ious . 
l'~Jil .f.-~,_,,·,. Ilu .lfr~/uwf. .\b•.1lvm II,, c./" Gm tr·;.,,, .lf.-,Ur Jho~c Jhmrd. phDI<O~nph I'! II''"""'"\ 
S 1cn•r1. ifl .\'.Jri•··JJt' l;l·•J.!T.lf;'J•' .\rJ!!.:~.::rl7•'· ''I 4Junr I~J.I-1. ·u1 l~cc t~l<•• J ph .. ·lu••f :.1 hiJ, k \rln•r.l J. •W·r blnltr 
r···IL~hill~ FLIHr llll .. l<'l J ('tlrttJII ul I mwiJI. llj,.,,·. -(1··· 
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Thr: Journal uf Ani~·rir:m llisrnrr .. Junr (•JIJ.l 

Figurr G 
Sat•·,/ m I lit .ll<'mtonrl :1/•r.Ji.•,ll!l I itm>111 GttJ lf"i•Jtt ,llo~rhlt .'ih"r1 Slmt.-,1, phorngrarh br · 

£1 •• \n~honr Stl'llotrt. in )11nr 1 4)~:: ,\'.JtroN.Ii Gr•lgr.tpl•i,· .u.,~·.r:/11<'. 
Ct•mpa 11~ 1 hi~ im aile· uf Natia 11:tl . P.~rk Srr,·irr j~ nit or< "' 

i't~UI~ I Ccmr/or X.lliom.rl G,-,,grJt;br<· Xr><'I<'IT. 

Governmem cooper~ lion was no1 ronhwm ing in dtc det:adr:s af1cr 1939. when 
black§ began to seck the memorial [or more oven prorem. r:nhcr 1h:m Sundar con-'. 

t·eru. A£1i,•ins graduall)' teamed 1hat [he skillful usc of rirual ~nd men1oq· could 
circum\'elil $Ucb opposi1ion. ,-\ mr~dardiHd civil riglus protest ritual cmlrcd from 
the dements in lll~rian Anderson's mna·n:· such as usir1g rn:t~ rallies inste:~d of 
pickets, pcrformi11g p;ll rio1ic ;Uld spiritual music, clliJQSing a religioUS rorm::u, in--

-\'iling rrornir1cm pl;uf,,rrn gucm, self-policing· the mm·d~ ro proje-ct an orderlr 
im:tjlC. :11luding Ill l.inwln in rubliril r :ami or~LDC)'. anti insi~ring ·on us in~ rhc 
memori:ll rarhcr 1h:111 anollaer si1c. The ci1•il right.~ riwal :absorbetl the profarle imo 
the saned. ro:ning poli1in wi1h ciril religion. It ronfrmm,l raci~m powerful!~· but 
i1adireCII~·. shrewd!~· emphasizing national I"Jiucs O\'cr diu:u political t:riticism. Pro­
rcsrcrs rdimd 1h i5 :tppro.lt:h dmir1g 1he l'J-Irls and l1>50s as the~· cnpged bnrr;tU· 
nms. in sporadic rugs-of·\\';\C oyer using 1he memori:~L 

In 1941 bl:tck labor le;~.der A. Phili Randol b coerced Roo:l'erch imo issuing h­
cnuiw Onlcr BllO(i \\' ll(h ne~tctl the Fair Emplopncm Pr:1nirr.1 Commiucr br 

.:::<" 
·• . 

Ci''iJRi)ihu-arul1hc T.inwlo ~{cmoriiil f,~ .. 

and huge dtmonsmrion -a1 Lincoln's Monumenr" 10 ·~sh:ikt up whire America." 
Roosevelt's Gtpnulalron .a1•ened rhe rail)', bur Randolph's :bid for a permir for a 
similar ei'Cnt the next J'e:lf :was denied. FOil ·and Ickes worriea·lhn !he memorial 
was becomin~ ~soapbox. kkes confided 10 his diarr. ".tf-n~ allow one conuover~ial 
subject robe discussed'' ar rhe memorial, "i1 would be.aifficuh for us w clenr irs 
use on other similar occasions." lckes wJole Randolph and et:plained dm a prou~sL 
would "dim rhe glory".of Anderson's hino1icconcen. ailcling, "I do nor belie,-e iim 
C'\'cn such :a mee1irag ·3S )'OU propose would be in 1hc HUC spirit of the lincoln 
Memorial."1" - . 

Randolph pers~·,·ercd. His ne~o:r proposal suggem that a£ti1•isu were learning that 
access w this po~verful symbol 'might depend on projecring peaceful, riw:alis1ic 
images approximating 1he emancipation momen1. In 19H Randolph organized a 
small, .imerra<i-al, in1erfaith r11 er il rim:a e 10 the memorial on lincoln's Birrh­
da '. . . ow:ard Ur~.iversil Glee Club sang "The Barile H~·mn of theRe ublic" 
and " o own, loses:· ju~t:aposing then re mrns of "His umh is marching l)n" 
with "ler mr people go." Eleanor Roose•·dr was in\'i1ed to this l"l!misc in ci,·il reli­
gion bUI chose instead to artend an oJT1cial wrealh-la)'ing ccremonr there with her 
husband ·earlier in the d3)'. Undaunted, Randolph planned for 1he future. "N('xt · 

rc:u." he wrote. 

I hope that we thall hal't' no1 one nH:h 4·crrmon~·- htu h~ndr~d!. all o1·er Amnir~. 
r.rhem•••tfbrrr i1 ,, JIJINt' oflitm;Jf,l. and whc!c,·cr grottps of enligt·ncnrcl ci1 in•1is 
of bl>th races. bod1 L11urt·bm~n and larmcn, _mn be broup,h1 cogc1hn 10 ll'·:IITirn• 

lin<oln's high faid1 and to advanc~ the c-ausr be ser,·~d.'9 

Hw: Randolpb i! prescribing ricual appeals to Lincoln's mcmoq· nor just 10 lrRiti· 
mare polidcal acrion but 10 unify a coalition, 10 eYoke ,;ommumi.Jr. Rallies at the 
memorial could help reju\·cnale from line accivis(S and t.inif~·lcarlership raclions. for_ 

. example, )'1;.\.\CP secrft:tf)' Ror Wilkins reac!cd skep1icall~· (0 the direct anioni led 
in the _19~05 l>r Marlin Luther King, Jr: But in 19)1 as 1he 1hircl annin~rsarr of lllc 
Supf,eme Cowi's Brott•n 1'. Board ofEducaJion ruling neared wirhou1 5outhern com­
pliarice, tbe rwo lead~rs agrerd that an uplifting erem 1\'aS needed, in \\-'ilkins's 
words, to "allow our people lO panidpate in something and expre~s themsdl't'S in 

5ome war-'"'0 · 

n [!•. I'll il ip lt•~Jc•LpbJ. "C•II'" :-lcgr" A mcrin: ·ro ~hr<h on W~>n in~oan r .. r _1~>1» "'".l Equal l'anio ipm,,n 
in N.cion2l Dcf<ll~ .... ill•'· 11loilip R•ml<~lplt"' Ek•nor RL...,>rlrh .. htnr ). 1'1·11. iu l'.sfcrr fJ./ F.kJ~'-' !/.,.,J,·t·.-11. 
J91.l-19J1. rol S•.t'"" \'\'ilr •ntl WrlliJmll. Ch>fr lt~lll•olilnl. ~0 rrrl•. Tt<<lctiLk. )1<1. loJE(ol r<rl I' llrrl•rtl 
G><ft~lcl. lf'l•r" \"(_g'<><.l .u ... ,·J· Jl•r .\l..or.-h OFI rr:.,hmg/mJ .llo;t·~~I{N/ "' f~i Vti~"JU/t<liJJllbo'.lr:J /•" l'fl'!. 
(:'-Jr.,· \<lr~. t'lf•"'- iS-·1!. B~-8.'- kktstD Ro01d(llph. Ai•till!. l'J-1~. b"' !H. ld:~rl'tpm: H"rold l i<l<"' Out). 
.~prilll. N-1~-1' b!)ll.r/JrJ Ftor>r<·<~•lv.uion o>f R•ndolrll'r imp<~rum ll«irAI r<~lr illthr m<•ltonrnr '« l~111b 
F l'frlltr, ,{, /'f.·,,j/' /t.n,/olf'lt. Pro~;~r oJ.fthr Cr:rj Rtgl•rJ .11"""-''"' 1Bmon Ro.Ju~c. ti)'·JD.I. 

to R•rodolph •nclll f ~It burin. "S.p..:i•l Rtlrm.:- Feb 1~. 1~-U. b<o<16 •• ~. l'hili~ R•~dolph P1prn l~lanu­
mipo Diri•ioll. Lilm1 !' uf C•·n~O<!SI. io2l1r1 aoldcd: ~bh·if12 C. Thontpson l~ \\'i rtifrcd Rou!hc~kou•h. Fcl>. ll. tY.IJ. 
bo• !·1. IJ.rothrdt•mot <•f ~lnpiu): Cu I'Dilm Pl,-...u. rb,,/. lrt l'l-1 \.lour ll\lltdlcd Onltod"" r•bbit htlo! lltlllllll 
c:n:om:_ prt~"i11,J: 11 lbC: ··s~ mlxd ar li_~C'I:J•ion" f I>I Lht L1nu rtl .Starr) IU ;ullllil }t'~.'jC'I rcr u:~rrf s~r u:ui•IJJA'•'·~ IJ r•.)/, 

O<o -. ti).!J. p I ·~ 01• th( Ullin-! h.•nlli..l hrl'.l.«l) R~1~· \'\'1lkm; ilnd Man in L11rhc1 K.i••~· Jr...u·r DJi ;,1_1 G.111(l!.~·. !:h-.:,.:·:~ ,•l·l 
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l'i·l The .lmt r;•ai of-,\ mcrican ;y ~ i~tmr :hinr l <11) )--

Againthe Dcp~~tmem rifrne lmerjo(balked, claiming limplphat blar~s'·bid 
to hold a 'Pra)•er·Pilgrimage for Freedom -ar-rlu~ shrine would "incomoenien_d' 
tourists and ·de-prive them of "uodistmbed contemplation M thil inspiring Mem­
orial:' lnsteaa, offtcials offered an amphitheater n·ear the \Vashington -Mormmem. 

-In appeal, ·the NAAGP's Clare,r;i:e Mit~ll~U ~rrcssed the :memorial's power as a pla((: 
for ·unity and regeneration, explaining "[hat the- symbotic rnlue of -the Lincoln 

'Memorial for this meeting was of tremen-dous imponance in ~\'ercomi~;~g the de­
spair, di~illusicmmeor and anger ~·hit:h ha\'e _been generated- b)' rw~nt acrs of racial 
Yiolencc ancljntimidatiOJi in rhc: Somh_" h1credibl)', still:protecting the memorial, 
lhe bure:tucrars in turn suggested that bla~:ks 'gather on the plaza in {rom of 1he 
Supreme Court! ·when .Mitchell rejected tftis and 01h<:r counlerproposals, ~the 
olfKiah hnall)' capiLul:md. The NAACP issuei.La special press release: ''Stmre lin-

. rnln· Memorial for Prn)•er Pilgrimage."J1 
. . 

. ~ ... 

The form;n r:xahed principl~ over direct confrom:nion . .-"Thcre will be no pi(ket 
lines, resolmions or .atlempts 10. call on the President," a.Ssur~d rhe NAACP, only 
prarers "for delivera;Ke from the c~ncer of racism." On May 17, 1957, 1hirtr thou­
sand people Pnt)'ed "in tbc prcsenre of 1he memory of Abf1!.ham Lincoln and of the 
God and father of our peoplt-." Lest a zealous crowd unmask the day'as a political 
mil)', 1 he primed program (above e\'en the titlt: of the e\·cnr) warned th71.[ applause 
w;~~ improprr at a n~ligious ser11iu:. Wi!kini raised the flag of narion:ilism: "\'(tc arc:· 
Americans. :. _We belic~'e in ou~ Constitution and iu Bill of Ri~hts~· King affirmed 

-his pl;~cc as the movcmem's preemimm !pokes man with his o'rat ion, "Gh·e us the·· 
b:~llor-Wc: will transform rhe South." MahaliaJackson led the crowd in rhe hrmn 
ihal l\lariai1 Andmon had polirici7_ed, '"Mr Counu~· 'Tis of Thce."11 

· The L9)7 e>eru conduJcd with an :~ddition to.1he politics of memorr. the rria£s 
rrt'itation of aii "Affirmation and Pledge." Entreating "all Ameiicans _to join us in 
pr:t}'C'I and in work _to eradicate ra~ial and n::ligious pr_ej.udim:," 1hc pledge not on I~· 
s~r\·ed the ritual funcrion of building communiJ.1s, i[ rostered i subtle transi1ion 
. from 1he tealm of memory -w [h:tl of pol ides. Prot~srers were asking Americans, no1 
merc:lr w·rcmembc:r, but m acl. Adding a pledge to the ch·il.riglus ritu31-also coni-. 
plrtcd the undcrlring patt~:rn of notl\'iolell_t anion t!1at bad been Cl'oh·irig at -lhe 
Lincoln MemoriaL Afew da)'S' before rile pilgrimage. i.he acti\'ist Darard Ruslin eir, 
plained that parrc:rn to King- In tne context of helping King f(}{us a draft of the 
spcerh .he \\'ould deli~r af the men'lorial, Rustin wrote rim · · 

r· . . 

'lhf! folm in crc;~tii'C ~(I LOll is alwa]'S Ycs·No-\h. l'h~t iHo lll!' a pusilil·~ aciion such 
as the itli::-a of hrotherhoml. follu1r..-rd hr a rejection- :1 No. Rcj~rtion of St'~rc:g~-

C~>~JJ: ,\1~•/tJt Lall'!r KirJg, Jr.. ~nJ tl•e JoJutl"''" C/.o" III.J"' fa.icnl!i{' <:or.~f;·r~fl.-r I !:l:<w \i.•l k_ i<JS/i t. '11. \\'1U: in• 
't'""<d in '1M•! I' l!ooul ufl1im1<UI mimur:<, ~booh II_ I'll-. p. 1. bt•1 ,\1-1_1!"'"1' I. X\U'P P1prn. 

"E 'I ~oqe11 '" r:l.u~oue Mntl..-11, lopril 1(•, I•J1-_ 1><~• AH1, group Ill. ~.I I! I' I'~J•<r>: ;>.ll<thrll '" llu! 
\~'ifkim~ ,\jo;il !l, 1~)7, il•i,J.;'-Scllir~ l:inn•l11 ~!<mt>lial ("r l'nl"' l'ilgrioruge:· pt<:ll rri<Ose, -A pi ii-H. HI-. thul 

•• Fo>l "'"lm<t>ll >hoot 1•i<l:r1 lin«.'"" '"l'r.t}TI Pil~oim•gr 1a No1i"~·, (>"itll L•u~ched: Rev 1.. .S~·h·mrt 
ll<loom '"Chair Nunlo\\'Cll Clli>JL." lliC>' r< lease, .~pril ~~~- I•Jl;' bo,. ,C. ~H. gwtol' II I. ;...~."'-1' 1'•1'<11 For thq ""!"" 
,,.. Moudcoi ,lohnmn. r<rn:Hk! a11hr l'ta)'<l Pilglim>g• for Fr«olr>Jn. M01 1-. NF. ihtJ flo!' .\'i'[ll::im_ rrrno1k! 
u II« Pro!~' Pil~nm•s~ l<or h«1loo1, ~b}· 1;. lq);, skid.; "P'r.lr<r fdl!'rimage for frc<dum. Linroln Mcm~1ial. 
\l'i<hin~I<UI. nr.. ,\l•r 17, "'17. I! NniiJI- l'll'~'""':- bux .s;, ~.V.< I' \'i'asllin~IOOn llmrau Fapr<< (~l.nu<oir• 
r.\iH<illl\. I ibru~· Ill C·•nJ,!.r~·H\: \lHhin.J!r.:nl~. f'~t. J;I/JJ'N•'"' r·~r llilff. l't- ~lXI 
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Ci~;il Righ1~01~d lli~,Lin~nltiJIIrnwrl~l· 

tion~ di!Hirnimition: ·injmrin:~: 1his mu5t be foltcmd h~· a [>ll:iith·•:aciion. : ·a_ 
'common anion:u. 

;\burning cioss. <l bnmh, 0o.:gi'ng,s, :tlrncning [>:Lrl~'· dl(!e ~IC blunl'. cumbc:tsnme 
\\.'l;tpons llg:lillJL a .force or this kind. Qf COUlSt', !he. !~rim mif:III reflllC !h~ir ~p· 
proach. The~ might lu:m cf1111h pirkfL th~ T.inmln Mrmori:~l ~~ umt;unina,e!l hr 

_ such _a h osL of N e!J ro~~. 

IS\ 

The Linmln Mcmori:Jl ·continued ro -he scm as a ronrem·d spate, but one: 1 hm 
\,-as'"becoming c\'t'r more iden.iilir::d with the ci1·il ri 1m mowmcnt and· in olitirs 
o · :tn · n omwer, t e mua was reaching mal\lrity in iu nual funr­
tiom of unifring prou~srcrs and legitin-lacing black miccs in national· politirs. 
Morgan mged hi~ na.tionl'l·ide audit'.rl,re in 1<>17 to look ~gain· ar 1he "re!peci;~bk 
and respenful" a~sembhge at ·the memorial: "Here. if i·mdookeJ ~~ i1 clo~dy ...... -.~~ 
a dcmonsH:tfion of power.'' 1' · ·' - -

Randolph ncrrf a.h;andoncd hi! idea or a big mOLrch on ~'< .. ashingwn. Erm b~forc 
1hc 19U pilgrim;~gc:, his a~:mriatc Rustin .... ~s jouing doll'n idt"as fur a I:Hgn c1orn1; 
later realized as the 196J March on \'{f;uhinglon for Jobs and Freedom. "Eifonr 
should be rrmdc as carl~· as possible to ge1 a permit to march in \\'ashingwn and 
to hold a mass mee1i11g before 1he Lincoln. Memorial," Ruslin wrorc, (ullr aw~re of 
the publicity \-alue of tussling with offithls for a ·permit. ·'There mar be uouh!c. 
but 1hi~ could make 1 he si1uation all the more I i1·cl~· if handled can·fullr." In late 
11)1\2, as locOLl allili~m swdlrtl ill the Sou1 h ann•hc mnn·mrnr sought a fedl'l :d cil·il 

:' , l'lrolR<-'1~"'"'111> "11UHI Pot~UI)IJ.!:l' [,., rlrr_UI>tn": lla!~fll_lllllllll 1<1 M•rt_in bllll<'r l;m~ .. h. ~Ia\ ICI. 1'1.1-
1\j'<l-.lipc e<•pj·.ll•lllol lb1•1i~ P.oJ~<I< l~b!>m!lipc lllli>JOn. Lilit.u~· of (unpt~>Sl . • · · · -

·~ l>.n·rd ~lrm:1rt.I~J 1 1LI1r~- ·-llu:: [!llluun~ UI:JL~_Irn·m•aJ. lJL(' .~111f"rll.lii.J~•t"m1Jd ::1r1d Elbtl: l"lult'H Rbc1-·J1 ... 
.fr"1in l:rt>d~rul D .. ·u~b~ ... h' \Y 1: Ll IJu Dot:!., ll:lli-I"~I'J," ,~m,.,..,,,m ('HJr-Udl .. H• Jnn- t, J<l~<lt. •S.I-'J~ On 
plcJp;rJ. !(( IIJUIC't 1 h 11);1£1 .\ ! ..... ~ •. 11. t rr;)riJr"JJ .} n .. · .. r" l'lf'JI~I'/ Jl,•.l ,.,., ON,'i~~ll J \ IY If S,o; ,'L.I_'J-,'•J.!.: d~n••'L' .lk 
I"J~'n. 1'-J _ 

'' ··J=•ti.'.JI•I f1 \1••1L!JII. ,end •lrt ~- •. ~'·" IJo.lin Lrpt""LiiJ.•(- Mit•t 1-_ •··~-- I~•, .\~-1~ J!T•..,II' Ill. ·. \ u I• •• .. p••~ 
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l·'i(, . The Joum:~l of American His1o~· June l CJ9~ 

righls ·bill, Raridolpll proposed ':a mass,prote5r raJI~·" at 1he .(Tlcmorial to proclaim 
a conue~e ·:_Emancipation Program" in lhe centenary }·ear of..Lincoln:s pmdama· 
lionJ6These early;plans Iebut rhefrequ'em ~sscnion.lhauhe memorial wan com· 
promise site .ror ·rhe :Ma((:h _on Washington, chosen when more con"Fromarionil 
locales-were abandoned. Organinrs did discuss sir-.ins ar rhe'Capitol and'.! White 
House demonstration, bm a rally an he Lincoln Memorial was alwars in tl·lcir plans. 

As ini1ial thoughn abom thf march cvoh-ed into a conw:·te,plan, organizers es­
chei\:ed niili1am activities. This stoq· has-been wdl told dsc";here; moderating 
inlluences included the tension between rhe mm·emc:nt'J old-and new guards, rhc: 
add i1 ion of church and l11 bor groups ro the mar~; h. coa I iLion, -and 1 h c: choice 10 
negotiate: fonhe rooperalion of the Kennedy adminis1mion (which concurrwtlr 
introduced the hill th:11 v;oult.l become the: Civil Rights Acr of 1.964), On. 1hc dOty 
of 1hc march, C\'cn signs and banners had to be appro,·ed bj' pi:Inoers, and lasr­
millute changes were demanded to Student Nomiolc:nt Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) leader John Lewis'.\ hard-hitting speech. Despit~ such moderations in the 
L%3 march, no m:m since ~brian Anderson's concert cn::ued a more indelible 
public memor)' of the civil riglns movemem or, indeed. oft he lincoln Memorial.17 

The march culmina1ed tne poliLics of memor)' b~gun in 1.939. On August. l8, 
1963, four hundred 1 bous:md people: massed a1 1he shdne. ln this "living petidon." 
-as Lerone Bennett, Jr .. wrote in ·EbonJ', marchers "said wlth their bodies Lhat rhe 
N~gro ~ .. i\;as nil I not he e." 11-fllrian Anderson was there; slated to open the program 
wilh the nalional anthem, she \\'as dc:la)'C:d b)' dense crowds lind l:u~:r sang a 
spiri1ual. Marchers pla)·ed and orated, and Randolph led the throng in 11 pledge: 
"S1anding before the Lincoln Memorial ... in rbe centenni-al rear of emanciparion, 
l affirm my complete person-al commitment for the mug,gle for jobs and freedom 
for all Americans." Here again was the final "Yes" in Rusrin's formul11 for -arCeffertive 
protest: the £ommon ac1ion that fi\L[tllrcd both comff11111ifar-and political commil­
mem. "What manered most at the Lincoln Memorial," Rustin laler wrote, was not 
the eloquem specrhc:s, buL rather "tbe ple-dge of a quarter million Americans, black 
and 1\·hile, uf'carr)' rbe ci\·il rights rc\·olution into the mcels."~· 

'"IB•pn! nuninl, "Sumc fhn1 ~nd Sugscuioru fat~ ~larrlloa ~'uhington far Ci•illlighu. Ouabrr L~~r.:· 
ltuuin Pllp.rs.. This mcmn c:t.lb Cor • r ull-ti n1r naff and 11 boo ad <p<~mo11hil'. cl<:ulr li nkin~ io ro .~ .. 196.J. rnudr. 
nurch< sm~ll<r 1~1i <>rnt 11~ ~r11orw is 2ha spcrifi<"<l in mlr t%J memos. m.coing •Hcnd.._., and ctnlupon· 
Jcnrr. Sec llR, TK 11: Nil [lbo~rin, lorn Kahn, 2nd N1>1man 1liiiJ, untidcd mrmo. J•n l'll>l. r/Jrd.; "Pro~oul~ 
for fmanrip.u ion ~lucl1 tlfl \~'nhin~oan" [>.I m I• 12 · 2J, t IJ6J 1. i/,/.: 2nd R:J.mlolplo "' Stco.'lrt L Udall. ~12)' 2-1, 

I'J(,l, rl•••l. 
" i\mong rnl"f ""''" rr('Miing rh•t rb.- mcmori•l Wll! a cornptamisc siof, fe<" H>ll'lrd Sitkolf, TIN Jrr~~ggl• 

fi>t lJIJtl:. Equ.JiiiJ. 19H-1980(N...,.· ''otk, IIJBt). L~. For 2 diHm>ion of Capitohil·ino. t<< llR.'"' & Ifill Bu,.in. 
~,,.,,ami Hill]. ~nrickol m<lnD.Jan. Jq6J. rQ[. dmu .. io"of. ~'hit< llcusr drmonnmioo, ICC "l'l"f'Dir~ ftuu 
{cor ~hrdo:· Julr 1, 11J6l. 1><~• tfo, lhndalph P,~u. r.11r:~.blc. 8/;rrj .-lm.-rrun P<Jiilr.-J. IJI-<}": G•rro..-, Cl.·Jrirrs 1lor 
Cmu. !H 1-lll. J'cor .<l"!!lR I<SUKI ioM, ><< Orf>Jrmmg ,\J .. m11..! o\'D. 1: firr..! 1'/~ni fas I hi .IJ~rrh o" tr.:uhmglorr fnr 
}rt!zo ,J11,(frnt!om. LD. R"<lin l'aprt•~ 1nd IR:>no!olph]. "SioB•ns." n.d .. bo~ AU•t. fl.'""~ Ill. X~M:P P>f'<ll. Sr~-.ul 
"I' I""'''" I .do'!! am rrfu 1u l.i nroln :utcl conoflcipati~n. 

ui ,\hl~ough null["'"""'"' nun1hrr dor I<J(,I·ol121rhcFS 11 HII,~OB, Thnm•• Gcnril<- •nol)'lrl mw.·~·wuming 
[>r<llt<LIIIU """ makrl. (1[5(' f<ll ·111!1,000. Scc Thoom Gcmilc. ,u .... .-h "" rr~rbmt•~~- .~ ... R~II lB. 196.1 (\'i-'>Jh· 
ing1~n. l•iiHl. !.10. Srr ~l1o Fanner inttrTir~·. 6-•. l<J<>n< Bcnnw.Jr .. ".I.!>U<I \t<-r~ ~bn:h H<~D<I.'. El>o-.rrJ. L'J 
!Nol\'. t%J), j1-·lll. ·1!. -1·1, .((), llCJ~!O. 121. 12~. "1' .n. 16: lt";.ol•rnglrm Pu•l. ,\'o•R ~·l. 19/iJ. Jrc E. p. 1: "MIIlh 
"" IJi'HtloiiiJ:IUIL fpr }lll•l :ond frrr<l••nl. Au~om l~. t1.11il: Linool11 ;l.tcmnriol Pl<o~r•on:·•·~tlro. Rumn J>apm: ,v,,. 
);,~ Jimrr, 1\liJl l'J. I'J6\. p. In; 1\omiu, L)'prmipl nrcrpl or lUirlr iro /o/ru.rii••JJ. Ou lPI(o I]. l\u•1in V•prrt 

-

.·, 

· (i,'il Rij!:hlf·and du·l.inwlr1 lllemori:~l I 1-

In Ame1icni1 m~OlOT}', 1honos1 i:loquennpee[h of rhe da)' was"King's. Thd1nal 
.'~peaker, he 1\-anrcd'his.rc•~alks to:be ~~son ofa.Genphurg Address.''.He·b~gan with 

the rmancipation rnomerH: "f-iye score Ic:m ago .. a.grea1 American. in whose sym· 
·bali[ 1had~\\' wt· m~a-.oall~·. signed tne.l!mancipation Prorhma1ion.'" King .aiH·r· 
m1ed bcrwccn rorl(rmu:uion (musing :that Nt>grars"11ad ·b.:en .gi1•en ''!a .h:td [hcrk ... ) 
and rhe ,·isionarr na1ion:.lism or11 dream '·'dccp(y rootr::i.l ir1 dte Ame-rican dream." 
Ncar the end or his orarion. ··he .recited t!u:- hrmn tnat Anderson 'h:~d -sung twem~·-
• four years carlicr. '!Mr ,(ounlrr Tis ci( :rhcc:· Onre more, blark -leaden offeree! 
A mer ita an inspiring and rercrem n:ll ion:JI mom em 111:11 subllr ponrarcd 1he'mo1·e- · 

-mem's adn:rs:~ries .as un-Amerir:~n. As hisrorian Richaid l~ntz has recenllr ob­
sen·ed, "the power of King~~ om1ion ultimmdr dcri\·ed f1om die conOucnct> of two 
amithetiral symbols- tht• llirmin~:ham of Bu'll Connor with it$ snarling pol in: dog1 
lind lashing fJrc hmt•s, ·ani.l thl:' March wilh its :t~mnhhtgc uf Am~Jictns ~h:tring 
King's dieam of Amcri(a'maJe whole:." As 1he crowd and na1ionwidi: broadc;m au­
di.:m:e lisfent·d to King's cadences, Lincoln brooded m·er his shoulder- 1hc sratue 
barhed in spai:r.l li~hl5 10 enhant:e irs risihiliry on JciCI'ision and in ncv.·s phntu· 
graphs.19 . · . 

Journalisu filed dozeru o(mood picrrs 10 co nrc~·~· rbe ambience of 1he d;tr: how 
dressed Up the marchers were, the 0\'etwhdming aufli of relebo.uion '"and Llltt'r de­
terminal ion," and a sense 1hat the rallr l1ad somcho.,.;' changed rhe memori:1l. "The 
shrine rhat was 1l1c :u~emhlr poinl wa~ so emird~· appropriOttc," RichardS. BirJ 
wrcHe in the o\'crt• 1ork Ht•r,,/d Tri/Jime. "1ha1 rou lt1okrd ;rt .it In a new W'.w:' The 
ritu:1l imbuctl p;lflkipa~.ts with . . 

a frcling 1h~1 is ,,fJrn hard for pcopk 10 geL iu 1hrir en:rr·d:Jr_ lift-. 
.-\ frdinc far counur. Trns of thousands of thc-st pni1ioning ~cgrocs had oe\'Cr 

be-rn 10 \~·:uhin~l('ln before, and p1ob:.hlr \\."OIIId ncl'cr mmc a~:ain. Now herr the)' 
were: . .\n<llhi~ 1\':L~ 1heir \\":tdtington, .. and d1a1 cre3L marble rnrm(lrial \\'3S rlu·ir 
mm mcmnrial to the m:m "·ho had rmancip:unl Lht•m.•" 

Marchers :1h~orbcd. 1he mix or mcmnry :~nd rrHJIJJJfiJiil.l.f. ·One woman told a 
repor1cr, ··r think Linwln is rmJ,·cd hr this: he mm1 know wl1:11 is happcriin~:· lim 
!-hl' al.so knew th~ d:~r w:1s l\llt re:1llr abom l.inmln :ll ~11. cxtl:rirnin~: "I ~1111 ~L' prnu•l 
of mr peoplr!'" Lnont Dt'nncn. Jr .. pinpoinlcJ lhr d;l(slt'g:lq·: 

If 1hr M~rrh rhangcrl no \'Ot~1 in CongrcH ()f nn hram in 1\merirJ. ir drd. <~I le:m 
ch:mge 1hc m:mh•u 1hcnuclrcs. Those •rhu 1houglu. in the bcginnin!(. 1Im ir t\":JS 

100 rt'lf'~Liahlr. ami thnsf' "·ho thou!(lll i1 t\3~ 100 r1dir:tl . . for ;r momrm in 
1imc rhr:! wrre omc-:11 

,., ~it"hu• ~loll•. "lk.11.l.uo.l l"lllu·dfol Spcrdn·•: \\ lo:oL lh·•ll' 11>1'1"1"'1 ;or IIH· .\lmlo••ro \~~ .. Jun~o.oo·" It:• 
Jl'lft. ~) t ~unm1.rr ••Jto~r.:t .:!Hl-1Jl. i"'l• ~H~:\X'J5hinJ:nm. c•l- 1i:ll.IJ1Jc'll1 tJ,I/Iuf·,~. H- ~U: tfi1IJJ r .. ll...-ra1o' ,-i~r.•,•,'•· ."1 

tl••· ·' ·r..!J'I .Lf..r,,·.J::rrro. _,,,.,/ .1 • .J,.Iir,• 1 rtd•r,. Ktng ( Ual~U Rnu~r _ l11 1111. "'(, -~. 111•1 
" .\"ill. 1;,,~ /f,·",",r' 7<rbr.•·•· .~ 11~ ~•). 1'11\1. pp. I. H 
u tf.J,/•I•$j,~•Jrj/'• rr .-\U)l ~LI 1''11\. C('" -""· fl 1: ltl·•tlc-lkiUU'II, I~ "'llw ~r.mll.· ju]i\ Jl.,,J/,:. .•.r;r,;-,,;_ 

t·,J !l11tis f· ~-1':.11' !··r' '' ~PIJJ!•: I·''•'•· '-11. t«-p J I 
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Th~ )ourmil nff\mcric3!1"HisLof~' June 11)9.\ 

Fi8urc 7 
t!J6.1 t.hnh en \'li'1!shingiOI1 r .. r Job~ ancl Freedom, Jim J\lhcr!OR. phmop:ta(>hcr. 

NOL~ I hc noodlighLS USI'd La m:tkc rhe 11 ~~ uc l'j~ibl c from 
1hr n1hc1 riclc on Lrl~:1·i)ion and in phu1o~rap-h~. 

[ OI/rfO}' (lpjlBfiiiJiolllll. 

Pundi1s ot"fore :~nd aftu r~n· m~lfch predicted that ir woLJIJ change no \'Otcs on 
the civil rightS bill. This cry originated among modcrnte ;md rignr-wing oppomnrs. 
who W';!JilCd rh;u the: CVCill wouiJ be wuntcrprodunivc. Later it figured in !crt cri­
tiques by acth•isrs and s.chol:m. who f.:lr rhc m:mh had drvoh·cd from a protest inro 

a "churrh pimic."4l 
Such ai1ics missed the poinL of the march and the stmegr i1 fulfilled. ln the 

summ~r of 19li}. ·called the "Summer of Diswn!em," Ul2 ci\·il rights dcmonstrn­
!ions occurred natimlwidc:: an unprC"cc:demcd 20,000 protesu:rs were arrem:d in rhe 
SoU1h.l11e tactiral brilli:mcc of the march. as of c;arlier rallirs ;u the memorial, ~vas 
ro raise sub£11' 1he threa! of similar militancy in \'(/:.~sbingwn- and 10 do i( in a ~-ar 
thal ama<!ed public support and e\':Jded gm•c:rnmc:nt suppression. The Kennedr 

"Thod•nio111~m<n< h<« i3 Mok,Jm X ><i<h :\I<> lbl<). ThrA,,.t,Jfot•J.rr~pl•J <~I.I[Jk<',""' .\" p%1: :\<~· "uk. 
19-:} ). 2 ~H-H l. TILe phr::nc -rhurd• pKnil" rni~ ina,cd 1nwnc. jaurn;l i'ill'i!" u ;J 11 apprnhnian. U•.n .l CD1ul.cmu:a1 it,B. 
~r d~r rnorrh. 5<f N~w H»i H~rotM Vrbtmo·. ~uR. l 1l. L'){oJ. ~I'· L. R: .\",,.. l;Jrt lim. r .. '.uJ!. Z•l. t<J(,\. !'P· I. 

l?:>nol K"T llolflo·, ··N, Otllrt l'l".r II> llr:· lof,rrJIII>JJ, l(S<j>l. I'Jh.iJ. 'i. 

. ~· 

Ci\·ii.Righu an"d ihc: linfblri Memorial ., ~·t 

administmtori did press for -modcr:uion:· bur-protemrdia~rlo~g_ag·o'learncd how 
to outmaneu\-er ·bureaucrats and arrh<e at -lhe ,Lincoln Ji!cmoriai:The)' were there 
again in spring 196·1: while the civil rights bill languished [nfilibusre!, scmin:~riam 
of manr ran:s:1.11J f01itbs held a 1\vcnry-fomhour 1·igil at the shrindormonda. Thcr 
were rena in. on~ of them recalled, rh~t "Lincoln was on our side." Just before the 
bi II pa.md on June 10. \'ire President J-1 u be 1 L Hum ph rer co.nfide d to acrivim. "The 
serrcr of passing rlu~·biJI is rhe p1arer grot•ps." \Xfho could ·ban ·a church picnic!" 

Looking bro:idlr from 1919 to the mid-L960s, lhen, tfle ci1·il righ1s rimals at rhe 
Lincoln Memorial h~cl repeOtLedlr ser1·c:d 1 rvo funcrioos, uniting and im•igorating ac­
rivim and k(!itim:uing bl~ck political action. "Bla<k le:rdc:rs assembled at rhe shrine 
·a compelling uni\·nse of nation:~! srmbol!- llhrian Andmon and Eleanor Roos<:· 
''Cit, Lhe Am~ric:m nag an~ the n:~tional anthem,;pteachers-and [hurch choirs. se­
naLOIJ ~nd presi<lenu. bor sc-outs and ,-\braham Lincoln-all of ";hich linked rhe 
black polirical agenda ro the regnant cultural nation:~! ism of the c:r:~. [o turn, .<udJ 
icons rrere hc::ld up in opposition TO .a growing rogue's galleq• of un-.-\m~:rir-Mis rhat 
included the D.-\R. rhe l)·ncfl mob, the Ku Klux Klan, blississippi scn:uor Theodore 
G. Bilbo. Arkansas go,·ernor On'al Faubus, the ~·hile citizens councils. and The· 
ophilus Eugcm: ("Bull") Connor.0

4 

Randolph'~ press rrlease for lhc: 1918 Youth March for limgrated Schools ma<lc 
mch pairings esplici1; n rally a1 the Lincoln Memorial \\•ould ''highligtu rhe Amel­
ic:m Way of Life" and "alert public opinion 10 t~e grave danger of the poison of 
Little Rork faulmsism infecting rhe bloodsueam of American life." Organizers un· 
demood e~acrlr whar thcr were doing a1 this narianal shrine. and !hC:)' knew 1h~1 
public memorr hinged 011 compelling ,-isual imag.::s. To compere for public nncn­
tion 2gaim1 modern dim:~ctiom such as baseball's \X'oiid Series and thuputniks, 
Randolph wrote. ·::~nr human cause:, Lhough grear and imperativ~. muSl be gi,·~n 
sharp pi(ruriz::llion." He addrd, "The propag:m<la or the deed is more powerful 1han 

, 1he ptopagand:~ of rhe word:'41 
A politics of memorr migh1 have worked jus1 as well if protesters had gone TO 

the \1{1hire l-louse or the CapitoJ. But a ritual suaweg)' a1 the lincoln Memorial flad 
special ad,-amall.eS, bo1h in gening n meuage to the public and in hro:~dcning par­
riciparion. The: dis1 inc lion between p1otesr.s ;It the Lincoln Memorial and rhosc: .at 
other siL~l.)Mcph L Rauh. Jr., asserted. was in "ho\1' ~·o11're aiming." Smalkr cwnts 

".l•m« w. \"JSIJ<r Z>ndm. -.~ s,,.julugiii'J 1\l'fll"l.inl:' ,llo.l•·m Qlwttrh. J (jlB. l"'i~). 9~-1118: ~lm~lr. 
8/Hf .1•~··•,.-n r. lrt•••· J:l.<l-<1(1: tr.r,J.,~gr~~ Er,.,ing Sl.II. :\p1i! !H. 196·1. !cr .. \. PI'· I. -1: ll"jJhm,el<·" P,nl. \Ia~ 
II. 196-l.~rr. ,\. p r,:John C. lhinu imcni•" br SonJ•c•. On. H. tQR•I. <ran•nip<. p l (in ~•ncllgr"• I>-''""'"~ I 
llub<JL Hum pill<!" qu•>lffl in Ch>d<• \'i"hal<n 1n~ ltul>u• \\"hakn. ll•~ LMJ;i"Il D~~Jic .i l.c.fllo'~lrll llo•l• • 1 
·~' tl•r 19l•-1 Crro." l:.oxl•n .111 1l1bi11 J ~>lm, t'J~ 1. I C.~ . 

"S..n lli<<"l"rr (i Hill•1• ""~ 1hr ,;l!.ir~ ol1"" 1~6 •nul)·nrhing 1•lli<! 11 1hr mrmoriol. See neue ·I<• 
"hn<lolph. \'\ h!· •lor tnmr•"" Yuuolt ~Iucio r,, lntcgn1<d Scluob!""IL'l)i;J, Runi11 P<rm l"ur mhrc ,..;. 

dcm< ol101 hl•ck lrJctrn inn,l..<·d l.imuln"> m<nltlf!" »poll ol• .brood public <duiconf llfll~C!· I« oloc ~.".\.\1.P-< 
u>nu>lluLionol U•li•' t>ro<.t<m! em Lmwln"t Biulld•!· tbrouRiwuo 1l1r IHO> u>ol <orl! 11/6U< On d1t t•t}(o br<>•<l· 
CO! I. IW! \'\ ilkon• J•I.L"ol olo< Suu1h .Hci.ao hu1n•oimim Alan PJion. ··can 1bc l><url<l ofSmuh .Hri•• 'il'ol:r 1h~ 
m('1n11r~· of l.mu•ln 111 liLt J.lrU~~k l~JIOSL :1p:111l1~idi .. Slr "Su..cgc:!-1-cd ,,pc:niug rr:nu.rk~ ami c1UC!1IPIU f•"l '\I'-~ 
r;ult-.• JII••prlm ''" b1· rn • ..,..J .... ,I c•u hb - ... bu~ .\2,~. jlHMIJ~ llr. \".\.\1:1

1 
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were ''directed right ar _the .presidcnl ;'but mass meeting5 :H the·shririe were aime'd 
-at. puulic opinion. Prn1estel5 made ·the shrine irno a ·kind of ·Supreme Courr or 
Public Opinion; they chose roaffirm rherished princip,es, not to criticize the pciliq 
makers who ulrimatdy·h:il:l to.dedde whethtr to change the'S)'Stem. Paui'Robeson, 
leader of a 1946 amilynchil}g mill'' at the memorial, observed this di~tinction. 'His 
blunt demands in a Wbite:Hmise meedng with Pcesidem Harr~· S. Trum3n·creared 
a minorfu.ror; but at the·Lincoln·!'.femoriallarer the' same day, Robc:son merel)' sang 

and read a new emancipation proc1amation.
46 

Acti~ists also used the memorial to bring mote people inro 1he mm·ement. 
Norm11n Hill. .a leading organiz.er ofthe 1963 march, explained that protests there 

had a "diffused" impact and recalled rhat in 1963. 
as 1hc march unfold~:d atld t:le\•elopcd, there was a growing sense rh:u in f:~u thi: 
mood ... of the: collnlry was shifting rowatd rhc mov~mem. Therefore. if one 
want~d ... to pns (rh~ civil righrs-billl and also to·grm:r:n~ r~al 11umbers in the 
match irn: If- tactically i L became more import ant LO t.lo t 11 at than to do th r dirccr 
confrotuaLion-al things like dttill~·in in '':triom ha.lb of go,•crnmrnt.O 

Even with the riwalinic format us.ed at the: Lincoln Memorial, assembling bero:re 
governmem buildit:tgs would have b~eo more direcrly wnfrontational, more accusa· 
torr. more likely to be collntcrproductive. Moreover, man)' non3ctil•isu, b01h black 
and white, mighr have feared ro join a chanting (pos~ibly ,,iolent) throng ou.uide 
the presidenl's house or the Capitol. A "church picnic" at the lincoln Memorial 
.seemed less forbidding:. RcpeaLeclly, observc:ts of the rallks remarked hov.· the\' 
brough1 new people into rhe movemem. "An awful lot or black people_ who'd never 
been at a proteJI were there," Raub recalled or the 1939 concert. _Paula Sandburg, 
the poet's widow, caughL the ambience of the shrine when she chose: it for her hus­
band'~ memorial service: "It would be: especially appropriate, as people rrom all 

walks of life would fed welcome rhere.''4~ 
Efforts at inclusion and indirect confrontation intensified the S)'mbolism cfpro· 

tests :tt the Lin~oln Memorial. The: ~hrine was distam from governmem buildings. 
but it was b)' no means neutral ground or a compromise site (hat dilurcd lhe po\\ocr 
of black prou:st. Conceived in a quest for white wnsensus, Lincoln's t~mplc had 
bc:en subsequent!)' defined through interracial conflict and rramformtd into a 
"moral high ground" from which to 1:11hon America to finish whaL lincoln called 
"the gleat task remaining before m." ln 1his way, the memori:tl is a powerfully con­
frontationalsjte. Protesrers presc:nred themselves as orderlr. patriotic citiu:ns. They 
made the past a resource and made Lincoln a signifier or 1he dissonance betvo"een 
America's professed and achic,'t':d ~aluc:s. Ra{'beHc Horowin. transportation director 

••!Uuh iou~r··icw. 6; 1?1ul RDh<<<m'• ~~oilrmloinR rally <crnprl<'_tl..,·ith • •imibr -:a.V.I'-II'•'nmonl r«m. -.ln• 
at the mcmotill. s .. IY~J~ingto" f'oll. Srpt. Z9, 1'»6, ICL a p: I; lt'iJhrorgm~ ~rmrng Jut .. ~uc (o. 1•<-lti.. lrt 

A, p. l~ ond 1r:rr.6ior8/"" lofru-AmtriroJ,., Sq><. ll!. 1946. p. 1. 
"No<mtn Hill inmticw hr S1.n:!tgc. Ocr. 7. t~89. uw!.nipr. p. ltin Sa~d1ge• pMSc><iol)). 
"R:tuh ianc .. irw. I; lf.Jthrn~tnJI f:nllju_~ .ff,/1. S.l"· 10. I<Xi-. clippin~ IR •·r.inroln Mrn.,,;,1 ~~~-lo-o" 

fo,lolrr. '\('~•loill~"'"j' ILl C11lk< I j,m. . 

Ci,:il Rigllrs :and Lh~ [.incnlri Kl~mo~ial . 161 

·of{thc: J96J march. remerriberc:d-t.hat.-marchers wanied to communicate a 5imple . 
message: "\Xte represent -the core ·of_t\;hadhis countr)' believes in." R:~llying ~gain 
:and again at the memorial (hammeiing their·mcm.ge home and drawing suengrh 
to·ke~p-fightingJwas like returning ro·home base, ·Horowirz s:~id. She and:other 

: ,protestus 
had1o h~p goi11g back .... 'h'n s~nsc ()r t~·h~tot'r ~·ou,ha~'l: :just -a protrst tallr · 
ot .wlmhc:t )'ou'tc ·ha\·ing sornc:ihil'!g v.-irn'historical dim~:llSio.ns.-And I think th:u 
Lin<oln does add rhat. 'rou're-nanaing ihc:rc in the: ·rare-of hinorr- l11thc: f:ace of 
history IR:IIt has (0 be: completed .... Tn rc:rrns of:borh·s~·itlb[}li~m and th~.nrcd 
to gu forward. the mc:morial is tht' :prrfen pl\lcr:~9 

S)·mbolic needs, of course. change o\'er rime. After 1963 m:m)' bla(ks desc:rf~d 
boi.h the rituals and S)'mbols that had been w forccfull~· merged at the Linroln 
Memorial. The politrcs of memoq•·had inrolved choices betiYCerl militanL confrmita· 
rion and longer·U~rm public education, berween separatism :md coalition building. 
The ritualth:at e\·oh•ed from those: rho ices, the sacred status of the memori:~l itself. 

··and the fan that using the slte required gm•ernmem permission narrowed proteSJcrs' 
Lac deal oprions. \'tlisc:onsin fair housing .actit·im did hold an eight_-day \'h:il _rhert 
in L\)67. ~nd the amiwar Marrh onLhc: Pentagon stepped oil from rhe memmial 
rhe same )'ear. But as the general climate of protest turned mou.· militam in the 
btt l960s, black leaders, induding King, c~rplored new rae tics. The disasuous Poor 
People's Campaign of 1968- the: last 11ction King· h~lped plan- built a ~h:~mrrown 
within sight of the Lincoln Memorial, finall~· bringing LO \\

1ashing10n lite kin(l <;tf 
long-term direcl confromation pmsued in Birmingham and Selma, Alabama.

10 

· Likewise. blacks abanclon~d lincoln af1er IC)6~. as the success of their morcment 
uansrormed protesters' sense of ideorit)': In L9(i4 the black no1·elist John Olh·cr 
Killens auemptcd to ell plain the widening· gap between blar~s and srmpathetic 
white liberals. "You gi,·e us mood)' A br:~ham Lincoln, -hut man)' of us prefer John 
Brown, whom mosr cf )'OU hDid in contempt and regard as a fanalic," he wrote. Mal­
colm X declared that Lincoln ··probahl)' did more 10 rrick Negroes than anj' ntn~r 
man in historr." ll surcl)• did nor help that ljusr a$ newsm:an l:dw~nl Morr.:m h:~d 
predicted in l95 ])'the ihdne's growing identilira1 ion with black freedom \\':Jl in· 
cteasinglpcbutted b)' racists- from the a~tonrmous graffirist who saawlcd "~LGGl:R 
W\'ER" on an outside wan or the shrine affer a 1962 commemoration of the centen­
nial or the Emancipation Proclam3tion to a 19i2 wre:uh-la)•ing cer~mony there hr 
the National Soc'ialist \'\fhi1e People's Parr)' (1he ,-\meri<;UJ Nazis).!' 

•• Ral·hclle Uu·lo:ll·iu int(t,·kv.. I"! ~~nd•~r. On :!ll. Jll'8i). tunsuj~'IL. p. I {in S.u11tte~t"·r ta..•""C~~u .. nt. .\l .. u.h.a.111 
Lonr<>ln. Gc11~1b~1~ .'uM1m. LB Collrattl li'im!< u_!:1/.rJI•Jm uJJ.:<:(~. r<l ~••l<r. I'll. 17-1.1. 

•• lf:.ol•mgtc•~ Jim. 011 B. 1«6-_ JCr. A. p IJ: tr:n/om.~J""' [1-,·ormr SJJ•. o, 1. ~I, 1
1
16-. 1n ,\. 1'1' 1 ~: 

\'('uhin~1a11. <LL ToiJ''""' u( 11••1".' fo-1--l. tr :IJi•JIJ~•tnn f'~>rl. Juror ZO. lrJI,~. ,,.,. :\. pp. I. H· •1, ,,1.,,/. )'"'• :; 

11)68, l<r A. 1'1' t. 1.1 - · "John Oh,·rr I' dl<nl. ·E•plmuion of the 'l\12<k P!!Clt<;" .\m· \;;rA 1irNlJ .I[J.~JE<Ur. June •. i'!(o·l. t'P ,--.18. 
U. ~~-~B. "f o~-. ~blrolm X quotrd in \'\'>lfcll. Who JraV J;,r tlu ,\'igru!. 261 Lwo~c Brmoru. J<. · \(u 
,\ br Lim oln • I.'(' bite s .. piCI<lOCi<l ,- Eboorr. 1.\ ( Frh J<!(,R I ~ 1--tO. -1 ': ll'~ll•r•.fl•·n F.r~morR JJJI. S< t" 1-. t•J(.~. 
trr. ll. I' I. tl:rrf-JIJI(I"JJ J\,rl. I'• h 1~. 1'•-2' «• ;\. [' ~ r .• , 1 r· .. irrm !'noll>o ih uf .\ nmi. :1 ""'"''rr<wnt ~""'' "~ 
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fi~uro: B 
GraliiLi at the Lini:llln t.kmurial ~fL~r the cen1wnial cckbrnion llf 1bc 

l!mancipadon Procl;~ma1illn, September 21. L':lti2. Cormoy 
i\'.1/iarul Purl! Srr1•ia. US. Do•p.mmt'lll of lht' f1rlt'Tlor. 

By 1968 journalisr Mary McGror)' could wriu: with cerrninq• that "the Negroes 
are repudialing! Lincoln I :u 1heir champion and friend .... They hm•e decided rh:u 
he has been impos.ed ·upon them as 'a folk s)•mbol."' ·That n:pudi:uion applied 
equally to the Lincoln flll:morial. "How moan}' times:· asked Juliu! Les1er that s:1me 
)'ear. c::tiplic:irl)• rejf'rting the emancipation moment. 

hJs 1 he pnmograph bt:e r1 rt: pri utcd of the J mall Negro boy s1 ari ng up :a 1 rhe hugr 
snuucc uf Linro!n al 1hc Linwln Memorial? The phot£JJ.traph would mcan nnrhing 
if the bor doing the m.ring wcrr white. \'(1hat is the ra1echi~m the black d1ild 
le:uns from GradcOnc on? "Class. ll'hat Jicl Abraham Lincoln do?"' "Lincoln freed 
the sla~-cs:· anclthc poin1 is dri,·m home that rou'd s1ill be dol\·n on Mr. Clmlie's 
pI anmrio n 1\-ork in,;: from l an w mn't if Mr. T.incol n h:an n"t 1lonr rour R rc:~1-~ real· 

grandmarn:J a f:tmr.U 

alic~oll)· ~J<nl romn1~nu hr l.imo.•I'I.Irr ,'\tu· l<or.t limi'I. l'~b.-12. 1')(,3, p. J6. Thr 1~rdia or1rn qu<>~<d.linrnllil 
ll-.cf'hcs.ua. rlinrc41i[ p141U""•ct:c= i11 Lhr 1i1LL' 1110 1(-wlls... 5tt D:rr.\·icii.C'L-rd:I"'G U::v.ls •• \f.Jr/rrr Lrttl•,•r Ktng. J·l f:r,lr,·.rl BrtlR· 

. r.dlt·b~· ( Nrn \'utk. llJiOl. )ll•: :ulA:I •• R .an: ·u••• ML•b S.v·iri1: .;\ lklCIKil. r GrriiU""t lhnp,cr.- r: J . .\'(U J JnJ IC ;.u·,,. R,.•fr,r,•. 

J.<IJ: !B. I<J6i. PI'· 'll, 91 '' ll':lo/orJrgluor f:'1n11~g IMr. 1:,1> II. 11XlB. m .. \. p }: .luliu• ~~~I<L I ,.,,t Ortl. lr'lolllJ "I~'.J.-t p,,,..,-, G,.,,· 

1;,., 1;,,., JLmJ.' tl'_kw \r.1k. ll!lol'l. I" j.~ · 

- Cil'i! Ri~hu an'd. tlid:irlCfiln ~kmo1 i;~l ,I (1~ . 

Eailier:·Linc~in had be~~~~~~ onlr 5~·rribol of inren01cial nppral on .,\·horn bla.(k 
.protesters could'l:~r daim; 1hc ~:-trtyrdom 6fKirig.'Malcolm X. and oihers, lhe:;isc 
ofBlack·Powc!, and 1hc :~.d1·em ofblack:historr programs g:t,·c protestrna comlclla­
tion of comempotar(blackheroes. An imermcial poli1 ics of memoq·,pla£ing:blnck5 
al the center of the t\merkan·SlOI)' br.juxtapasing 1hem with its noblest ·hero. w:i5 
no ·long~r·.,;niral_lr uscJul 'if.frc:edom--remained :1. gifr rather than ·the produn Lif 
struggle -01nd -if "·hileS, influenced b1· ihc cmancipa1 ion momem~ l.omimn·d hl sec 
the lincoln symb~ a.s bigge-r rhan tbe mm·em~m thar was using if. Memor\' 1 hereby 
rhreatened 10 become-an end in ·itself. ·rather 1han an incemiw: to further :Kiion. B 

.lronicoillr. blacks' rejection of Lincoln in the l:ne 1960s was in :parr 'a de-nial of 
·:m icon the:~· themseh·es had profoundl)· remade. The t:Xtf'nt o[ the Afri<:tll· 
American-appropri:Hion of n:uional memory was nUf'SIC'd b)' rhe COIIOLCr-elfons or 
go,·ernmcnt officinls and others after -1%0 to recapture Lincoln aml'his memorial 
The Ci,·il \Xar Cemcnnial. Commission. organizing rhe 1962 Lincoln Memorial 
cerc:mon)' for thr. hundredth anniversaq· of rhc Emancipalion Prodam:-~rion, was so 
eager ro conrrol the message imparted there 1hnr i1 neglencd 10 im·ite an}c bl:tl k 
5peakers. (Thurgood M:tuhall was added lO 1he pr'ogrim afrcr :~.cth•im ducatencd 
a bop:otr.) During their prcsidcotial crises, t!·ndon B. Johnson :and Richasd M . 
Ni)Con both spoke al rhe shrine to defend their policies and compare themsdfcs to 
lincol~. On Jul~· -1. 1970. :H •he behest of Ni"on's aides, emcnaincr Flob 1-lopr: :nul 

. crangclist Billr Gr;\ham organized a jingoislic rallr l':illed Honor A me: rica Day: :1 

ctowd of thinr thous3nd at the Lincoln Memorial heard Graham de!i,·er a ~r:rmon 
thm was a rem:nkablr response 10 the proteSt1radition th'ilt heg:m wncn Mal ian An· 
denon po!i1iriu:d :1 n:uional h~·mn. 9mham declared. with uninictided ironr. ''Let 
the \\:Orld lmc>W thai thr \'aSl majoricr of u~'~t ill proudlr ~ing: 'Mr Counl r~· 'j i~ or 
1hce. sweer l:tml ciflibcn)'.'" lt1 a rime "-'hendisilr:11tcss were lllrnin& ro riolent rl'sis­
tance. Grah:im urged.his he3rers 10 "nner gire in! N~'·cr gi,·r in! Nc\'~r! Ne\-rr! 
Ne,·cr! Neves!"l4 · . 

One of the endllring u;~gedic:s.of the 11)605 mar b~ that black ani,·im ab:tnrloHed 
their rituals ol' :tltrrn:ui\·~ patriotism jun when 1 he)' had become most dTt•t'l i\'(~. ln 
tbe l~te JC)6!i~. I he commingling of I he Ciril rights :anti :Lnti-Vicmam \'\':11 rno\·e­
ments.}'idded IIC\1' 5)'ntholic su~tcgies. Peal'c hi~tori:m Charlc5 Charfil'ld ::~rgul's t lr.u 
buming flags and dmft cards did not represcrll ami-Americanism. b111 rather ami­

. "Americanism:' lnsle:td or using and sub,·rning the pauio1 ic icons and nalionalism 
dat StJ5m:tn :1rgued had tlomin:ucd Americ:tn cuhurl" since che 'LLJ.\Os, ami-1\'J.J 
srr::Hc:gists rcjenl'li the~ 0111riglu. The cullllral jomne~· from the 11J30~ 10 thr 1%0~ 

"' On Lhr hi.HPIIL:III•"''t!= rd" Ll1:ic I'"WlJJrm trr \"i II1.C'nt ll.ndll:'l(:. JJ'=u4·1• J RJ! N Tl , . .1:1: ... ·, 1 i trr •. a:,·k .. : .• ,r r~ · .i• ·•: 
_ '"' .l,..urr,_. t~r-n· ,; .. l: L•.l.'lll. ~ \6-_1-

... On tl1c rmu~ai(':JiiPIH~tiUrnniJI. Frr 1r:u/lm~sou :ttro ,..,,,~..crr~.rrr .'-t·r£. ~!. P..:t'•l. p ~= ll}a"~'""'!!•'• .. rr I n·t,•rr.".L! 
j•~r. ~<~< I'J. l~fo!. !' 1. tnLl u·;,,fomg:"'rl~ul. Srpl 1'1. I'X•l. <rc H. I'· I HuJn>r. ft,_.,..J{,.,,~-.h~m.J. ll•t-11 
On I.\ n41(1Jl Lt ,l(thlt1t10, (l'~ .Yr~· \(Jri: Trr?U1, Frb 1·1, ttl(:. A. p. ·I( .. ; lln R iLIUil d ;\.1 s~" m. (l'l' ll"j d•rn f•'ltll '~II,'. 
~rh U. l'l7~. ~•• .\. 1'1'· 1-1 ()" ll.om•r .\m~r;,, l'l'Y· «r rbJ.r ,lnh· I. 1•1:;1 "'' .\ 1'1' I ~1 fl•ll• I ;uh.ull 
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Figurt' 9 
l'nlirc ·mmin~ m~mbm of Vietnam \'r!CI'\\nl Agains1 1hc- W'n [or -aucmpdng 10 seal iltT 

1 h~: 111cmori al. D"rcmbc r 2 8. 19' I. C aurJeJj' .-IJJQ{tJI~•I Prm. 

is seen in the mukdilfcrence bcrwc:en Em ret 1939. when Marian ,A,nderson sang "M1• 
Countr)" 'Tis ofTbee:' and Christmas 11)71, when eight)'·Se\'en mcmben ofVicmam 
Verer:sns Againn the War were arres1ed for :urempLing LO seiz.e and seal off 1he Lin­
win Memorial. Cultural mu ionalis.m \\':IS no longer a resoun:r; protesrers now saw 
it :as part of the problem. And where some determined to· go nell!. their broad co:ili· 
t i llll~ wou itl no! follow. As ha llacl cc r Phi I Och s sang in 1966 .. 

I go to 1 h r d 1·il riglm rallies. 
· AnCI I p-u1 down tn~ old D.A.R. 
But don't talk about m'Oiution: 
111llt'l go_ing a little bit roo f:u. 
So h:we me. lol'(' me. !moe me: l'm a libc:r:al. ·~-

Ci,·il rights rallies at the Lincoln Memorial were more than jusr protests in a dramatic 
seHing; thq· ~·ere transrormatin~ ritUals thal le\'Cal rhe complcxir)' or American na-

",C111.IIcr Ddlr11rdrni -..·i1ll Ch"llrr (hlhtld . .-trr :\mrrf{•n Or.loJ. JJ.., .1~1111~• ,II•>I'Of.'t.1/D_f f~t l"rri~Jm 
F.r• tS~r"'"'"'· I~IJOl. )'lj-•J(o; D1•·id l. Kww.-Roll.'-'f. Pdfiriri. ~,,( lbr<i'IN<"Il· Hal<n. I<JSB). lf~JArrrgro~. PoJt 
nrc !'L L•Hl. 1rr. A. I'· 1. srr. D.p. 1: ~hil Odu. -w.r .Ur, l"m • Liklr.al,'' Phil Ooh>. Tbrrr But _till" Fvrr""'­
'"''""1'"" rli,k. Elr~ [t:l, ').(ooH_ll-Z. I'!~IJ l•~iRin>llf Jdrllrd no l'hi Orh.r In c,,,,-,,_ Pmlo) 

. Ci,·iJ:Itiglus nruJ thr l.ir1roln ~1cmorial wi· 

I ionali.sm ancl :(he c~me:n of I he ri,·il rights -~O\"Cmem's -srnibolintmr'eg"ies. The 
ri•ual rim ·l'_I'Oin:d ·after Mari:1n t\ •iderson'cliJJ'> ·concert set _pa.nerns rhat fore· 
st1adowcd blil~b~.latcr philosophror,nomiolcnr action. lr unified and:rcju,·en:Jrnl 
acli,·im, ·broaJrned.suppon and panicipaiion amo-ng 1he whitc·(an'd c\·en the 
blaik)-publir,-:ini:l c\·~tled bureaucr:uic roadblocks. .Srri\'ing to make racial ju~iice 
:w essential mmpoil.enl of r:ht· Ameri(an \Va)' of Lire during decades ruled-by a com· 
placem cuiLUr~l nationalism. African Americans redefined rhe American \\;'ay br 
coumere~ample-pra!·ing in their "Sunda)' beSL" on a national stage·an<l creating· 
e'·c:nts that could .be neilllcr ignored nor s.uppressed. Prmesters used a national 
shrine a-s a ;kind of Trojan horse, C\'Oking !he specter of .miliranq• in ihc capital 
lluough peacrful ritu~)s 1hat celebrated nation~[ l'alu!.'s C\'Cli-asihcptro\'f ro cha11ge 
them. . · 

This was the essence or the politics of memorr: acti1·im brought politics inro the 
remple. bm in-a way that preser\'ed tbe temple's holiness lnd·confnred upon them 
its power 3S a nltional sire. Remarkablr. after the Jim Crow incidcnr~ at 1he 
memorial's ·1')2-1 dedication ceremonies, a 'black: newspaper editorialist had pre' 
mibed exacrlr rhis rourse. The !brine had been opened 10 rhe •public. he: 1\'lotc, 
"bm not cjedicated." Asking readers not to ''isiL rhe memorial until Mack ;\mt'ricans 
could affirm its rightful message ofcmancip:i!ion, he di:suibed wirh unc:lnn)' (ore­
sight d1e rires of narional memoJ)' that v.·ould become so impmtam ro the bhck 
fieedom mo\'ement. "\'(lith song, pra~;er, bold and truthruJ speech, with rai!h in 
God and countr~·,"' h.e wrote:, "later on le1 us dedicare the temple dms far. only 
opened." B~· rransfotming rhe memo1ial froin a s~mbol of consensus imo. in Rauh's 
ivords, "the pro rest palace:· blad• activists claimed ir as their own, ,·err powerful. 

memorr sitc.l6 

Jri using concepu of public memorr to analyze: the civil rights morcmcm, rhis 
essay has :mcmp1~d to form on the complex. form and content of the erc:nrs them· 
scl,·es. The lincoln Memorial protests were cclebratorr moments when national col­
ler.ti\·e memory St'emcd 10 be :It iu most inclusil'c. when there seemed to be die 
widc:sr agrem1cnt about A hmham Lincoln's lt'gacr- ret prccisdy 1hrn \Yas the Lin­
coln s~·mbol most hodr rom~sted. Th~: point here is not merdr rhal thrrl':' wa~ rollm 
for opposirional e:sprcuion during decades of Cold \'<-'ar consensus but that nation­
alism and public memor~·. often '·iel\·ed as sen~ms of 1he s!atus quo, were: rh~m­
.seh·cs used ro mhl'ert or change the consensus; rh~r \\-ere t'\'ell used ro demonsrrarc. 
as in the 1960~. • har there reall)· was no consc:nsu~. Whir~ Americans' persistent ten· 
de ncr ro see national unit)' r:Hher th:m proresr in sr-mboh like 1he Lin<OIIl :t.ft"morial 
suggc:m that conflict! o\·cr public memoq· \\'etc inugml to prormcn' tactical shift 
in the la1e 1%0! from a unil'ersalist, malirion-based approach to mor~milir:~nr and 
pallicularis! .~tnmgics. h w:1s not so much rhat blacks' earl)' t:trtics had kd 10 co­
opr:llion. hut rathri 1har llcti''i!!s' sophisticated ancmpu to co-op! dominant 
s~·mbols wulrlnerer fullrovcrcom~ irreducible diffc:renn:s bcrwren bl:~ck ami white 
1\'J!'S or remrmhrring !he American pan. 

., (1Jt.1.~·~ /',·~, v.io Juur •••. ·I•;·!~. p t RJ.1d~ iniC""I\i(·o~.. l 
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Given rbe ·rlagmented oppositional politics of our own-time, acti,·im might rc~ 
\•ivc tin: straregy ofa politics ofmemoi)', with its remarka~le ahility both ro uni[)' 
protesters. and lO legitimate proiest. 1\lthough mass demonmatiOI1S did resume :11 

rhe memorial afrer -lhf hiatus {oinciding \\'ith King's assassin:~tion and the Vietnam 
War, these dforts,ha\'e more often rdlerred -a panicularis1.polirics of idmtit)' than· 
a broad-based smtegy. In the past lio'Cnty )'e:us acdvim there have dem:~nded abor· 
rioo righu, fet:~l .rights, !foil' rights, :mdthe· right rosmokc: marijuana. Other grollpS 
demonnraling there have implored the American people to end lhe arm pace, ·in· 
rc:n•emion in El Salvador, ·housing discrimination, world hunger,·:md e\'c:n the prcsi­
deilcy of Ri(hard M. Nixon. Rallies at the memorial h:m spotlighted the plight of 
soldiers missing in Vietnam. embassy hostages in Iran. vic1ims of drunk drivers •. and 
persons wi1h Acquired Immune Defidenq' Syndrome: (ATDS). D~monstrawn ha,•e 
sought freedom for the people of Cub:a, T.·liwan, Cze{hoslo\'akia, Thailand, Paki· 
sran, Sotllh Africa, and China. The 196J March on Washing1on was iu.elf <Om­
memoratcd with largt: lallies on its anniversaries in l9Bl and 19ll8. Since 1982, Lin· 
coin's shrille has been adjoined b)' a newer site of conlesLed memoq•, the Vieui:~m 
Veterans Memodal.'l · · 

Not surprisingly. manr of these recent protests im·okc King's memorr more 1han 
Lii1coln's. The beav hand of official memor is now scul ring King int~ the kind 
of consc:n~us hero made of lincoln in 1he l9l0s. When King's 111 :I}' c:came a·· 
niuional hoiJday m 1986, conservative Georg1a congressman Newt Gingrid1 ob· 
s.ervc:d, "No one can claim Dr: Kin . Ht: uanscends a !I of uS." How murh tbis ecboes 
1 he ap othcosis o Lm(Ol n: the iwn thai belongs to all can be 1 he weapon of no fac. 
tion in panicular. Manning Marable speaks for many contemporary activisLs when 
he deplores "1he gradLJal ossification or:Maninlmher King Jr., his ideological and 
political development frozen on the mps of rhe linmln Memorial ... ."Hal.f for­
gotten and deliberately obscured arc: 1he final radical )'ears of King's public life."•• 
King's indue~ ion into the pantheon of official memory 1hreatt"ns to construct a new 
nation:~ I savior whose work is, of course, finished. King on rhose steps, redting his 
Dream; 1s this the new emandp:uion momem, at on{e liber:uing ·and limiting! 

Smrggles over public memoq• continue. Each year on King's birtnda)', a wreath· 
la ·in ceremon • is held for him on lh lowed s ot at rhe Lincoln Memorial: a 
group of S£hoolchildren recently enlisted theit congri!5smun to urge rhe ·dllonal 
Park Service to honor King and his immorral speech bj• crening :a plaque: :Jt the 

" N•<ian;l P11k Srrvic:c IU<~srr logboolu. Li~c<>ln Memorial, Dec. 17. I'JH-Na•·· 9. I~S9. 21 '""'· iollicc uf 
M•il Opr<;<ions. National P•rk ScrYk<. '&-..biogu>n, 0 C.). Clm·r land1r1-pio~ prc\"<:J\1! brgc 1alliu frwn bring 
H•i!-•d •• lhC \'i•<nam Ve~<f2JIS M<mori•l, ""'" rhc Polk S<rYi!C l<llli<ll ~· miu (or poli<ic•l uoioM <hnc bcuuw 
or Ill~ ~nc,td •nd pmonod [131UIC of th< silC." John \'filli•m> imcf\·icv.· br Sand1gt, Stpr 26. 19R9. 1>111<>. I'· J 
li" S1-nda~:c• pu!OCs.siu~). William< i• sup<n·isor)'~p•rk "'"!:'' of m•LI oprmions . .li~tinn•ll'lrk Sm·ir~. Oo oil< 
i)nlbiosi< or •loc (1Kn1Drial!IO l.in<Oin .. ,d 10 \'icmam '~l<rtnl. JCC lloon.u. RoJI~lmg ;LnUfr(J, ~:and Ch;d<l 
L Gri•wu-lol. --n,. Viet"~"' \'mronl :t.kmcoti1-l 1-1>~ •he Wa•hiAg1011 Mall· rn il"!t1pbir;l 11lou~h.iJ Oil l'f>lh in I 

lnmo[tr:>.pl,y;· Cr~ti,~f /rrr<~irJ·. 16 (Summo:-r l9Ml. liRB-;11,1. 
.. '1-k-NI Gin~rirh quolcd in Nnd•. Cmw" afr/JoriJI. LB"J. for ~lmniug Morthlc'! romnwnu . • a c""'"i.Jn. 

rei>. 21. l<J'lll. PI' 10-11. S<t alw ".\Round loMr: 11•"'" [JJtiiC r Ki "R _Jr.:· 1•)1/frr.:J' ~~ .-Lnrf17(J IJ llul•>rr- ·-t l~pl-
NH7l. -1 \~- H L 

~ ··:;., ...... _ 

: Ci,·il Ri~hu-ar1cfthr Lin~l)tn t-lemorial 
tr,:-·. 

b:i:se of ihe memori~l. One wor~ders'~ow tbe c:mbimred 'rrsTi:l~nu of long-ago 
Ome-ga, ·virginia, the: town th:u expelled OSl:ar Chapman from gramm:ir school . 

. might react. to this. Or to'the AfricancJ\mcrican Sl:hoolgirl v.•ho 1:isiird d1e mrmmial 
one da)' in the liJBOs and s10od .st-aring up at Lhc huge statue. ·~_Do rou-~know who 
•hal is?"-an aduh asked I ne·rhild. 'Tha(s lincoln," she replied. ':Do you know 1\'ho 
freed rhe d:~,•es?'' Sbe complc:1ed the ~aterhism by rote: ''Martin luther Ki11g."

1
9 

•• ,\'Eu' \oTi 7imu.J•n. ll. 1'! 1 ~2. ~rc. A. I' 18: tr:w'•mgt••-" /bu.J•n !(•. I'I'JB. ;cc. ~-I' ~- Kl'""'~"''l"'~''' 
in Fr~dtrid< T D Hlllll imcll'icw n~- Swobgc. D.c. ~I. i')H•J. 1r>~<~•il"· p. -1-1 Cm ~o~d"F;'.-' P'""'''i''"' II""' 
J1oc11d<d 11Jc nornl<lflll'l 11!21 cle<lituio~n. •n.L fmm 1'1" "' 1'181 lC' Ull(ll>i~<cl•h< 1llllUIII.iuwln·, llilllul>~ 
crrrn1onr ~1c ltJ ... •l•r il'ltln;;;i•l I"' thr ~I ili 1 u~· n ~<~.1'!" 1 ,.( 1lu· l.(I~J.I l.r~L .. •n ,,f lln•l••J .. 1r 1 hr t 
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BODY: Bill Clinton kicked off his inaugural festivities yesterday with a blaze of campaign­
style events intended to spotlight his domestic priorities, to associate himself with exalted 
past presidents and to stress his connection with the needs and hopes of ordinary people. 

"We owe it to Thomas Jefferson and George Washington and all our forebears to face the 
difficult, difficult problems of our time .... We're going to try to make our schools better and 
our streets safer," the president-elect told cheering supporters early yesterday at Monticello, 
Jefferson's neoclassical Virginia estate. 

This was the sort of script Clinton intended to follow all day, but George Bush and Saddam · 
Hussein didn't cooperate. Bush responded to Saddam's flouting of Gulf War cease-fire rules 
by ordering a missile strike against an Iraqi nuclear installation. 

· The headline-stealing flare-up was the last thing the Clinton team wanted as he made a 
triumphal arrival by bus caravan in Washington, D.C., after several stops in small-town 
Virginia. 

It stole some of Clinton's thunder at a time when his aides were hoping the spotlight would 
focus solely on their man. They are hoping to counter a run of bad press resulting from 
controversies involving Cabinet nominees and broken campaign pledges. · 

When he arrived in Washington, Clinton gave Bush his·full support in the action, stressing, 
"Saddam Hussein should be very clear in understanding that the current and the next 
·administrations are in complete agreement on the necessity of his fully complying with all 
relevant United Nations ... resolutions." 

Clinton then went on with the day as scripted by the Democrats: a celebration of "American 
Reunion" aimed at evoking a spirit of unity and good feelings for the new leader. These 
themes will be stressed throughout the week, climaxing at Wednesday's swearing-in ritual 
outside the Capitol. · 

Yesterday, Clinton was serenaded by top musicians and Hollywood stars at the Lincoln 
Memorial, before a crowd estimated at 300,000, many holding small flashlights in the 
darkness. 

Then Clinton led a throng of well-wishers across Memorial Bridge to ring a full-size replica of 
the Liberty Bell. 

.. ./retrieve?_m=aafd05b17c2674503711f3a2dbd90e66&_fmtstr=FULL&_docnum=123&_stal2/22/1999 
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It was a day carefully choreographed to convey a two-part message about Clinton: First, he. 
is out to fill the shoes of such giants as Jefferson and Lincoln; second, he has a keen sense of 
the needs of the common people. 

The brisk, sunny day began with a bus ride from Charlottesville, where Clinton spent the 
night, over rolling hills to Monticello, on a hilltop in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

There, the president-elect, decked out in blue suit and gray overcoat, basked in comparisons , 
with the third president, whom he described as "one of the greatest and perhaps the most 
brilliant·." 

Speaking from the mansion's column-studded front veranda to several thousand well~ 
wishers, Vice President-elect AI Gore introduced the new president as "\Yilliam Jefferson 
Clinton."-

Five student winners of a letter-writing contest, who had offered advice to Clinton on 
governing and were then chosen to appear with him, asked the president-elect what he 
admired about Jefferson and what he intended to emulate. 

Clinton responded that if Jefferson were alive today, he would want to create jobs, improve 
education, empower the poor and carry out other elements of the Democrat's 1992 campaign 
theme of change. 

"Jefferson ... believed that each 'generation would have to change this country .... He even 
said that periodically we would have to revolutionize this country to keep the peopie.in 
control. ... I want to be faithful to Jefferson's.idea," Clinton told the crowd. 

But even as he evoked a giant of the past, Clinton stressed th.at he would not let power go to 
his head or make him aloof. 

"We wanted one last bus trip before taking office because our bus was a way of saying to the 
people of America that we want you to be in control. We don't want to get out of touch or be 
a long way from you," he said. 

From Monticello, th_e 15-bus procession wound its way north, roughly following the 120-mile 
route Jefferson used to take to Washington. 

Hundreds of police and security officers patrolled the route. A cleanup crew spruced up the 
highway, Route 29, removing road kill from the asphalt. · 

Along the road, Clinton passed thousands of well-wishers clustered beside farms, at rural 
intersections and in villages. Family groups held U.S. flags, mothers with babies waved, 
young people hoisted signs reading: "I love Hillary," "Good luck, Clinton-Gore," "Share the 
Adventure." 

There also were some protesters with such placards as: "Keep your promise: AIDS won't· 
wait" and "God bless the unborn." 

The caravan rolled into Culpepper, in north-central Virginia, for a service at the town's main 
Baptist church. The streets were packed, and Clinton used the bus's loudspeaker system to 
boom, "Thank you, thank you very much, thank you, Culpepper." 

The next stop was Warrenton, Va., where Clinton, Gore, their wives and children appeared in 
the town square, near an old courthouse. · · 

"You just make us feel so happy .... We want all of you to try to be part of what we are going 
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to try to do together/ said Clinton's wife, Hillary, decked out in an elegant black overcoat. 

Clinton declared, "We'll do our best never to forget who put us in the White House." He 
walked a rope line, shaking hands as fans and children bounced up and down in enthusiasm, 

Before long, the procession was inside the Beltway, the commuter freeway that rings 
Washington. The Lincoln Memorial swung into view, the procession stopped, and Clinton 
and company were off across the grassy Mall. · 

The ·uncoln Memorial concert- with artists including Bob Dylan, Tony Bennett, Whoopi 
Goldberg, soprano Kathleen Battle and musician Kenny G - was next on the agenda. It was 

. outwardly unaffected by the action in Iraq but, coincidentally, included an overflight of 
warplanes paying tribute to the new commander in chief. 

In a reference to the world tensions so .evident yesterday, Clinton said: "Our history is clear 
proofthat out of diversity can come strength and a deeper unity, rooted in the virtues of 
respect and love and humility. This is a lesson that the world has still not learned, as we see 
today so painfully in Bosnia, Somalia, Iraq and elsewhere." 

Clinton, his wife, daughter Chelsea and the Gores next marched across Memorial Bridge, 
surrounded by children who march organizers said symbolized the team's commitment to 
youth. 

The bell-ringing ceremony followed, at a spot below Arlington Cemetery. Clinton declared: 
"Tonight we are set to ring these bells for hope .... Together the bells will represent a great 
national symphony of hope and unity and a reminder we will rise and fall together." 

He pulled the thick rope attached to the 2,080-pound Liberty Bell replica's clapper. 
Simultaneously thousands of people across the country and in several foreign countries 
joined in. Astronauts orbiting aboard the space shuttle Endeavor, who were asleep at the 
time, sent a recording of their earlier bell-ringing. 

Organizations in the Seattle area joined in, including the Snoqualmie Tribe in Redmond, the 
Citizens Committee on Human Rights of Seattle, The National Association for Native American 
Children of Alcoholics and the Refuge Service Center in Seattle. 

~ 

Finally, to the haunting strains of Aaron Copland's "Fanfare for the Common Man," the 
fireworks began. A day that had been j~_rred by anti-aircraft bursts over Baghdad was capped 
by an aerial display over the Potomac River. This was the rockets' red glare that the 
Democrats had in mind .to begin with. · 

ms/ras 
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