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Record Type: Record

To: Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP

cc: -
Subject: info off of cnn

Heritage High School, Rockdale County (suburb of Atlanta, due east)
-- 1300-1500 students

-- new school in Metro Atlanta;

-- high-achieving students, like Littleton

7 /f students injured. No deaths

Gunperson in custody.

Rockdale County is a fast growing county.




Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: AP article on POTUS visit to Littleton

Clinton Visiting Victims' Families

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) President Clinton's trip today to Littleton, Colo., on
the one-month anniversary of the massacre at Columbine High School
retraces sadly familiar terrain for the president, who traveled one year ago
to Oregon and another high school ravaged by gunfire.

In the Oregon incident, two students were killed and 22 injured during a
rampage by a 15-year-old suspect also accused of killing his parents the
day before and leaving their home rigged with bombs.

But something about Columbine where 12 students and a teacher were
killed and 23 others were injured before students Eric Harris and Dylan

Kiebold turned their arsenal on themselves made it the last straw for a

violence-weary nation, Clinton said Wednesday as he prepared to meet
with victims' families and survivors.

"The aftermath of that shooting, | think, has had an even more profound
impact on the country than all the school shootings last year did. And you
can see it by what is happening in the Congress now," Clinton said,
referring to gun control measures working their way through the Senate.

"l think there is finally a feeling that it's time for everybody to stop making
excuses, it's time for everybody to stop trying to place blame and instead to
basically say, 'l would like to assume whatever my share of responsibility is
for giving a safe childhood back to our children."'

He spoke about the trip at a Democratic National Committee fund-raising
event in New York.

The president and his wife, Hillary, were meeting with victims' relatives at
Littleton's World Roman Catholic Church, which is about three miles from

Columbine and the place where counselors worked with survivors after the
shooting.

After those private meetings, which press secretary Joe Lockhart called "a
more personal session rather than a sort of policy session,” the Clintons
travel to Dakota Ridge High School to address Columbine students,
rescuers and community leaders, before returning to Washington.




LY

The president, Lockhart said, wants to "articulate how the country shares
the grief of the Littleton students and the Littleton community, and highlight
the remarkable resilience of these students and of this community."

Randy Lapp said his 16-year-old son, Joshua, who escaped from the
Columbine library, will attend the meeting. But he is not sure if the visit will
help Joshua recover.

"The only thing that's going to help kids like my son is a lot of counseling,”
Randy Lapp said. "That's the only way he can deal with this.’

Tom Mauser, whose son Daniel was killed, said he was looking forward to
meeting with Clinton. Mauser has criticized the Nationa! Rifle Association,
and formed a gun-control group called Sane Alternatives to the Firearms
Epidemic.

"Certainly we'll talk about my son," Mauser said. He also plans to give the
president some written questions, which he declined to specify.

Marilyn Saltzman, a spokeswoman for the Jefferson County Public Schools
District, said the president's visit "is a wonderful opportunity for students to
see a visible sign of the caring there is throughout the nation."

"We're hoping it will help the healing process,” she said.

{20 May 1999 02:04 EDT)
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Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP, Nanda Chitre/WHO/EOP

cc: Minyon Moore/WHO/EQOP
Subject: Colorado poll on gun control

From today's Rocky Mountain News

Gun-control opinions
unchanged

Columbine shootings had little impact on
Coloradans’ attitudes on weapons, poll finds

By Carla Crowder
Denver Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer

Coloradans' opinions about several key firearms
issues changed little after the Columbine shootings
where 15 people died from gun violence, according
to polis taken before and after the April tragedy.

The Colorado News Poll, conducted this month for
the Denver Rocky Mountain News and News4,
showed 65 percent of people surveyed favored a
concealed-carry law that would require sheriffs to
issue handgun permits to anyone who passed a
background check and took a firearms training
course.

In a similar survey in February, 66 percent of those
guestioned supported such a law. The poll was
conducted by Talmey-Drake Research in Boulder.

"People are not against guns. They're against guns in
the wrong hands,"” said Paul Talmey, president of
the polling firm. "These numbers scream that."

The poll also found fairly consistent attitudes --
before and after Columbine -- about gun ownership
rights.

In February, 70 percent of people surveyed agreed
that gun ownership is a "basic right of all
Americans."”




Only 26 percent disagfeed with that statement,
according to the poll.

In May, 75 percent said they believed gun
ownership was a basic American right, while only
22 percent disagreed.

"I'm a little bit puzzled,” said Arnie Grossman,
co-founder of Sane Alternatives to the Firearms
Epidemic, or SAFE, a new Colorado gun-contro!
group launched partly in response to the Columbine
violence.

"What really surprises. me is we're at ground zero
and | would expect our numbers to be higher. |
think it means we have a big job ahead of us,"
Grossman said. .

The head of Colorado's largest gun lobby said the
poll shows people have given the killings more than
just a knee-jerk reaction.

"There might be some hysteria in the first few days.
But once people really use some logic, it's clear they
realize firearms, and firearms controls, are not the
reason this happened,” said Dudley Brown,
executive director of Rocky Mountain Gun Owners.

"These kids were cunning enough to fashion timed
propane bombs. Trigger locks or one more law isn't
going to stop them from getting access to guns,”
Brown said. His group backs more gun freedom
than the National Rifle Association, the nation's
largest gun lobby.

An NRA spokesman in Washington, D.C., declined
comment on the poll.

Since the Columbine killings, Congress has
considered a number of new gun-control laws,

many designed to plug the channels that criminals
and juveniles use to get their hands on firearms. One
proposal that has been discussed would make it
illegal to purchase more than one handgun a month
-- a way to keep unlicensed gun dealers from
stockpiling weapons and reselling them.

Support for such a law rose only slightly in
Colorado after the mass killings, according to the
poll.

In February, 60 percent of people surveyed said
they'd support such a measure. In May, that number




rose to 67 percent.

Brown calls the one-handgun-a- month law "gun
rationing." It wouldn't have made a dent in stopping
Columbine, he said.

"These kids were planning for this attack for a year.
That means if they could have only acquired one
gun a month, they could have acquired 12 firearms,’
he said.

In another recent development, firearms opponents
have begun to attack the gun industry in court, just
as anti-smoking advocates took on the tobacco
manufacturers. They claim manufacturers flood the
market with firearms they know will fall into
criminals’ hands and be wrongly used.

Few Coloradans said they believe gun makers
should be required to compensate victims of gun
violence and their families for pain and suffering
caused by the -misuse of guns.

In February, 19 percent of people surveyed either
strongly agreed or somewhat agreed that gun
makers should be held liable, whereas 78 percent
disagreed that manufacturers should have to pay
when criminals use their product.

Little changed after the Columbine killings. In May,
20 percent of people surveyed said they believed
gun makers should be held liable for gun misuse.
But 76 percent disagreed, according to the poll.

Some gun-control advocates suggested the poll
results don't reflect the outrage over the shootings
because the questions were so specific.

John Head, co-founder of SAFE, said the group
has had 400 to 500 calls since it formed about a
week ago. Most are supporters.

"They say, '"We're Republicans. We're conservative
Republicans. We're gun owners. We're NRA
members, but something has to be done,"’ said
Head. :

Most callers believe this country needs to find better
ways to combat gun violence and keep guns out of
the hands of criminals, he said. But opinions vary

" greatly on exactly how to do that. Some say federal
laws are needed. Some say state or municipal laws
are.




Joe Sudbay, director of state legislation for
Handgun Control Inc., a Washington, D.C.-based
gun-control group, said Columbine lit a fire under
once-quiet gun opponents and made them more
vocal. But polls don't reflect that, he said.

Gun-control advocates "have always been a silent
majority,” Sudbay said. "Events like this may not
change people's minds one way or the other but it
changes the intensity of their feelings."”

Talmey, the pollster, agreed that events like
Columbine solidify people's opinions.

"These are fairly hardened attitudes,” Talmey said.
Something like President Clinton's approval rating

will fluctuate a lot, but "guns or abortions are
discussed so much people tend to harden.”




5 Kris M Balderston
@ 05/19/99 06:55:28 PM
Record Type: Record

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: Just a note to tell you that 12 of the 13 families

will be mtg with the POTUS at the church and 11 of the 12 will continue on to the speech at
Dakota Ridge. .

You may want to note it in the acknowledgements
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Record Type: Record

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP

cc: .
Subject: FINAL - Members Attending Colorado

Forwarded by Joshua S. Gottheimer/WHO/EOP on 05/19/99 06:25 PM
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@ Janelle E. Erickson 05/19/99 06:24:36 PM
Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: FINAL - Members Attending Colorado

No Members will be attending tomorrow's remarks in Colorado.

EVENT: REMARKS TO COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY
DATE: THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1999
TIME: 3:35 PM - 5:05 PM
LOCATION: DAKOTA RIDGE SCHOOL
PARTICIPANTS: THE PRESIDENT
THE FIRST LADY

SUPERINTENDENT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
PRINCIPAL COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL '

REGRETS:

Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO)

Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-C O)
Rep Joel Hefley (R-C O)

Rep Bob Schaffer (R-C O)

Rep Tom Tancredo (R-C O)

Rep Mark Udall (D-C O)

Rep Diana DeGette (D-C O)

Rep Scott McInnis (R-C O)
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Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP, Richard
Socarides/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: fyi - you probably saw this (or did it, for all | know)

CBS Pulls Show on Violence Concerns

By David Bauder
AP Television Writer
Wednesday, May 19, 1999; 2:32 p.m. EDT

NEW YORK (AP) -- CBS left a drama about mobsters off its fall
prime-time schedule because of concerns about violent programming in
the wake of the Littleton school massacre.

" T It's not the right time to have people being whacked on the streets of
New York,"" CBS President Leslie Moonves said Wednesday.

Moonves said he screened the pilot for a new drama, " " Falcone,'"' the
week after 13 people at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo. were
killed by two teen-aged boys who later killed themselves. The massacre
happened on April 20.

* It did affect us. It really did,"' he said.

The hour-long television drama is about a mob war in New York City.

The lead character, Joe Falcone, must choose between two rivals trying to
take control of organized crime. Moonves said it was similar to the movie,
* " Donnie Brasco."'

While it's not fair to blame the media for the rampage, Moonves said that
* “anyone who thinks the media has nothing to do with this is an idiot.""

" “We felt a responsibility not to put it on now,"" he said. "~ "It just didn't feel
right."’

CBS announced its prime-time schedule on Wednesday and included six
new series. ~ " Falcone'' is still being considered as a midseason
replacement, Moonves said.

The WB network is also reportedly considering what to do with its
season-ending episode of * ~Buffy, the Vampire Slayer'' that treads
uncomfortably close to Littleton. '




In the episode scheduled to air next week, heavily armed students at -
Buffy's high school try to confront the town's mayor, who has been turned
into a monster. WB officials didn't return calls for comment Wednesday.

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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» o " About the Columbme rrbbons S I \

~ Silver and blue are the Columbme school colors

Shortly after the tragedy, students and others began wearing homemade, iriterwined

blue and silver ribbons. These kinds of ribbons are a u'adrtronal srgn of support (e g

e

pink ribbon for breast cancer; red nbbon for A[DS)

'- | Sooun, orgamzatlons like the PTA and private orgammuons began malqng more
E permanent ribbons, some of cloth and some of metal. .
e .When Columbme srudents went back to qchool at Charﬁeld they oach 1ece1ved a
-mplo ribbon with srlver blue and burgundy strands interwined. Silver and blue are 4
the Columbine colors silver and burgundy are the Chatf' eld colors.
. Students as well as pcnents and pe0ple across the cornmumty continue to wear thc.lr :

‘ribbons as a symbol of support for, Columbrnc '

e -

“_

| Success stories from Columbine High School

1‘998-99"

Colorado Marh Loague Regronal Champrom
“Three National Merit Finalists
Two National Forensic Speech Qualrlrers
18 Valedictorans - : - . , .
44 honor praduates ~ . . . - ' o
League champlonshlps in grrls soﬁba.ll boys a.nd girls soccer, bO)’b basketball,
- wrestling
. Student Amber Burgess choson tor Iumor Olymplc Soflbrrll team and All Amerlcan
22 state Distributive Education Clubs of America awards
‘Seven students selected to All-State Choir '
. AP English class traveled to England and saw the Quwn
" Many heroes.of April 20, including custodians Jay and John, who saved many lives.

e & o o
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Today_as I look into the faces of you }who have endured so much in this

SUPERINTENDENT TEL : 303 2?3 6806 | May 19 99 . 12:26 No.004 P.02

month of pain, I am assured of onc ¢lear fact. That for evefyone who goes
‘wrong, a thousand do not. For all those wlio would claim that our 'parehts and

our public schools are failing, I would say, “Look at Jefferson County’s

Columbine.” We are not failing, and we are leaming through our tears to grow in
‘courage and strength and wisdom. ‘

No one can control the future, but we can do much to control our reaction
to what happens. As the world has reeled from our tragedy, it watches, and will
watch, at what we do. No, it w111 never be the same here, and yes, ugly scars

N romain and qucstxons unanswered. |

elf ~ ~ And to the families who lost their most treasured possessions forever, the
b burden lies heaviest on you. It has been nihe years since the npolice came to our
stntd | door to tell us our daughter had been killed. We still grieve but learned carly the

QY;? power of celebrating her hfe |
— " They tell me that some of the bnghtest stars we see at night have been dead

- for thousands of years. Let us not let the light from those bright stars lost on
April 20 go out. It is for us, the ldvmg, to ensure that they did not die in vain.

I have seen in recent days the most amazmg acts of love and giving and
unity. To those who say Amenca has ltﬁé its way, I say, “Come look at the faces
of Columbine students and staff and I will show you an America strong enough
to prevail against the evil which has always been among us.’

To tLese wihe Pag W‘Ia M/ Yeackh absstele
/7 tnbeld el o~ Gmetoay cuchea, et pay—
/4/// At 7 Davy S deps /(/Ldou en/ fo Jét S Grosp
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o el e U elhes . //ndé—s‘é
/ 7
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ﬁW 7«« éd e gl Loty
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RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a))]

P1 National Security Classified Information |[(a)(1) of the PRA]

P2 Reclating to the appointment to Federal office |(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Fedcral statute |(a)(3) of the PRA]
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columbine - tragedy and recovery
“Clinton arrives Thursday.

SITE INUEL
SEARCH

By Janet Bingham
4 BACK TO NEWS Denver Post Education Writer

May 18 - When President Clinton comes to Jefferson County on
L _RELATED Thursday - the one-month anniversary of the Columbine High School
- Columbine main page Massacre - he will meet with victims' families, students and teachers at
- Columbine archive @ local church and a nearby high school.

- AP special section  "The president wants the opportunity to show his concern in the least
intrusive way and by people's choice,” Jefferson County schools

- How to share your

thoughts Superintendent Jane Hammond said Monday.
- Contribute to The Families of the one teacher and 12 students killed in the April 20
Healing Fund rampage have been invited to an early afternoon private meeting with

- How to get hel the president at Light of the World Catholic Church in Littleton.
- Victim funds Later in the afternoon, all Col umbine High students and faculty

_ . ~_ members can meet with the president at Dakota Ridge High School on
- Join the discussion in - Wegt Coal Mine Road at C-470.

Your Voice
- Create a memorial | We're very honored that he is visiting," said school board President -
page ¢Jor DeStefano,; The board had invited Clinton to visit soon after the

Columbine tragedy.

Students who wish to participate will be able to take buses from
Chatfield High to Dakota Ridge for the meeting.

Both Clinton appearances will be closed to the public, though limited
media coverage is planned for the Dakota Ridge event.

The meeting at Dakota Ridge will take place after its students are
dismissed. Dakota Ridge and Chatfield each will be invited to send 17
to 20 representatives to the session.

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Return to Top
Return to News

Return to Columbine main page
Return to Post Home
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JEFFERSON COUNTY -- President Clinton
will visit the Columbine High School
community May 20, one month to the day after
the tragedy at the school.

Details of the president's visit, ramored for
weeks, remain sketchy. But Clinton is expected
to meet with families, injured victims and
faculty, White House spokeswoman Elizabeth
Newman said.

In the days after the shootings, Clinton spoke
often and emotionally about the tragedy. He
decided against-an'immediate-visit-because-of._.
{concerns it would distract from the grief of the >
wictims. ./

Saying he would seek an appropriate time and
way to show his sympathy and support, Clinton
finally decided to accept a standing invitation
from the Jefferson County School Board.

"All we have heard from the White House is that
he wants to visit with students and families of
the victims and keep it fairly private," schools
spokeswoman Marilyn Saltzman said. "We just
found out about it this morning."

The invitation was extended just two days after
the killings, when the president returned a
telephone call placed to the White House by
Jeffco School Board president Jon DeStefano.

DeStefano said he had called the White House
earlier that day to express his appreciation for
Clinton's "genuine concern for the entire
community" and the "great comfort he
provided."

Clinton's return call was placed when most
members of the board were at a tribute to slain

5/18/99 11:18 AM




Clinton to visit Columbine victims : http://www.insidedenver.com/shooting/0507prez1.shtml

teacher Dave Sanders. DeStefano put the
president on a speaker phone.

"The first time I called, I just wanted to say,
"Thank you,"" DeStefano said. "It meant an awful
lot to me and others that he returned the call and
said he wanted to make contact with the parents,
and then asked what I thought was an
appropriate time.

"He did say he didn't know when he would be
able to get here, but that he would do whatever
he could. I let him know he was always '
welcome. He said he didn't want to seem
intrusive. I'm very pleased that he cares enough

to come out."
May 7, 1999
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Columblne students address House panel
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-~ By Charles Davant
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States News Service

May 19 - WASHINGTON - Students from Columbine High School

- and other schools where teenagers have shot classmates told a House

panel Tuesday that their lives have been permanently scarred by what
they witnessed, and they urged the government to take forceful action
to prevent future shootings. :

While the Senate voted on a series of amendments designed to prevent
teen violence, House members focused instead on trying to understand
its root causes, and they spent much of the afternoon quizzing students
from Jefferson County; Paducah, Ky.; and Springfield, Ore., all sites of
school shootings over the past year and a half.

The teens told the panel that factors adult experts have pointed to in the
recent shootings - violent video games and movies, parental apathy,
easy access to guns and cruel teasing - have become part of the
experience of many ordinary teenagers today. And for a few on the
fringe, it's enough to push them over the edge.

"I see good students wanting to be popular,” Adam Campbell, a
Columbine senior, told the House Subcommittee on Early Childhood,
Youth and Families. "They (assailants Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold,
who killed 13 people before committing suicide) were weird and not
accepted by the other students. Last year, some of the jocks did a lot of
putting them down because of their unusual dress, which identified
them as the Trench Coat Mafia. They hated everyone, and hate will
cause wrong choices."

Although the students all tried to diagnose what ails U.S. high schools,
most were reluctant to prescribe specific legal remedies. Ryan
Atteberry, a student who was nearly paralyzed by gunfire in
Spnngﬁeld said students need to commumcate better with one
another to "use words, not weapons."

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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“"Charities_ready_t to o_distribute funds

By Beth DeFalco
Special to The Denver Post

May 18 - Organizers have decided how to distribute’$2.3 iillion’in

donations from the biggest fund aiding victims of the Columbine High

Pr1or1ty ty.for use_of the Healing Fund will go_to_the- 13 dead, the, 2377

¢ injured and._the other students, faculty-and staff of Columbine. -~

Donations then will go to other agencies that provided services or
helped with the tragedy, with $150,000 set aside for establishment of a
new community counseling and resource center aimed at preventing
similar violence in the future. -

The fund, verseen by United Way; operates 1ndependently of 14 other

victim relief.

And that worries a lawyer for two of the injured students, who said
those who face continuing medical bills should have priority.

"I am concerned about siphoning funds into scholarships and memorial
funds when one month after it happened there are still kids in need,
still kids hospitalized," said Anthony Sturniolo, attorney for injured
Columbine students Lance Kirklin and Mark Taylor.

"Families who lost children in the tragedy, while they have suffered a
great loss, don't have as many bills as those who were injured,"
Sturniolo said. "The injured can expect to be paying these bills for
many more years to come."

The 16-year-old Kirklin was shot in the face and neck. He and four
other students remain hospitalized. Kirklin's medical bills have topped
$1 million, and he has no medical insurance, his lawyer said. He still
faces five to six surgeries and years of rehabilitation.

Money raised by The Healing Fund, including $500,000 from the
McCormick Tribune Foundation, will be distributed first to the
so-called primary victims included those killed and injured and other
Columbine students, staff and faculty. Altogether, that could number
2,000 people Thomas said.

Requests for less than $1,000 can be filled within one business day,
Thomas said. Qualifying expenses include lost wages, temporary
housing, child care, food, utility or rent assistance and insurance
deductibles.

Requests for more than $1,000 must be reviewed by an advisory
committee before approval but can be completed within a week.

"We plan to use the funds in a way that respects the wishes of the

5/18/99 11:07 AM
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donors," said Thomas.

And the $2.3 million raised so far won't be enough to meet needs, he
said.

"Even though $2.3 million sounds like a lot of money, it's the
beginning of our fund-raising process, not the end," Thomas said.

After those directly affected by the shooting receive contribuﬁons, the
Columbine community and metro-area agencies, including counseling
centers, can apply for funding.

"The need for counseling will continue,” said Harriet Hall, chief
executive director for the Jefferson County Center for Mental Health.
"Mental health services provided early on helps prevent problems in
the future.”

- The fund, established within hours of the shooting, already has spent
nearly $150,000 on travel expenses for victims' families, Thomas said.

~drop-in center for the Columbine community_and high school'students; =

The Healing Fund has also_set.aside-$150,000 for.a resource.and__~

" Students_contend that they need a place to_féel safe both inside-and>

¢ outside.of school?

"The center will be a positive” place where we. can can_gather otitside of »
school and be ‘supported by Kids our own age," said_Coluriibine junior

that houses the old Ascot Theatre on Bowles Avenue.

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Students who experienced school violence firsthand spoke in quiet, nervous
tones Tuesday of shootings and bomb threats that left them scared and feeling
helpless and they urged House lawmakers to work to prevent such tragedies.

The teen-agers made several suggestions to a House subcommittee, ranging from
more parental involvement to more opportunities.for troubled students to get
counseling.

They also sparked a discussion of gun control, with one student saying
parents should not have a gun when there are young people in the house.
''"There's no reason why a young person should have a gun, period,'' said Carla
Williams, a student from Sandy Spring, Md.

Ryan Atteberry, a student from Thurston High School in Springfield, Ore.,
told how May 21, 1998, started like any normal school day when he was visiting
with friends as he headed to his first class.

''The next thing I know I'm laying down on the ground, paralyzed, my head
filled by a deafening ringing sound,'' Atteberry said. ''I realized -something
terrible had happened when I saw the blood coming out of my side.'’

Atteberry, who spent five days in the hospital, said he still has a bullet
lodged near his spine because doctors feel it would be too dangerous to remove
it.

Thurston High student Kip Kinkel has been charged in the shootings that
killed two and injured more than 20.

Stephen Keene, a senior at Heath High School in Paducah, Ky., said he still
feels fear, anxiety and depression from the December 1997 shooting by fellow
student Michael Carneal that killed three students and injured five others as
they ended an informal prayer meeting in the school's lobby.

''The pain never leaves,'' Keene said. ''You can hardly control yourself
sometimes because you're crying so bad.''

Carneal pleaded guilty but mentally ill to murder and was sentenced to life
in prison with no chance of parole for 25 years.
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The students had suggestions for the lawmakers. For instance, Brigid Moriarty
of Olney, Md., said children need a place to ''vent their anger.'®

But at other times, they met lawmakers' queries with silence and shoulder
shrugs.

''If a person has a bad heart, you cannot change it; only God can change a
bad heart,'' said Adam Campbell of Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo.
That's where two fellow students, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, fired guns and
set off homemade bombs, killing 12 students and a teacher before killing
themselves last month.

''I feel our schools have done as well as they can because you cannot change
or control teen behavior,!'' added Campbell, a senior.

Rep. Mark Souder, R-Ind., said Atteberry and Campbell seemed to be saying,
"' '"Hey, there's not much you can do.' You don't give much hope that you can

reach these high-risk kids.''

Lawmakers had other suggestions regarding school violence, such as
introducing more moral teachings into schools and gun control.

Rep. Donald Payne, D-N.J., said that when he was in school and students got
angry, ''The best you did was have a fist fight.''

But Rep. David McIntosh, R-Ind., said, ''Gun control laws didn't work in
Columbine, sadly.''

Others wondered aloud about the causes of school violence, and still others
said they wanted to do something, but they weren't sure what.

'"'"The thing we can't do is give in to the feeling of helplessness about this
wave that is sweeping across the country,'' said Rep. David Wu, D-Ore.

The students testified before the Education and the Workforce Committee's
early childhood, youth and families subcommittee, chaired by Rep. Michael
Castle, R-Del.
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Columbine High named for state flower

LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) - Columbine High School, scene
of Tuesday's deadly school shooting, is named after the
resilient mountain blossom that is Colorado's state flower.

_It's a perennial’that grows about 18 inches high in moist

“soil, and it withstands cold, windy conditions;on mountain
slopes. Its silky, bell-shaped blossoms come in shades of
blue, white, yellow and pink, making it a popular native
plant for alpine gardens.

The columbine was documented on July 10, 1820, by
Edwin James prior to climbing Pikes Peak. Colorado
students chose it as the state's flower in 1891.

In 1925, state lawmakers voted to protect the columbine. It
is illegal to pick more than 25 columbine buds in one day,
or to uproot the plant.

The state song is ~"Where the Columbine Grows."

More than 100 businesses, organizations and public
buildings use the flower in their names.
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for both borders and rock gardens. They bloom from
bearing distinctively spurred one- or two-colored
ross. Rocky Mountain columbine has 2- to 3-inch

blue-and-white flowers on stems up to 2 1/2 feet tall. American columbine,
parent to many modemn hybrids, can tolerate dry, sandy soil. It bears flowers
with yellow petals and red spurs on 3- to 4-inch stems. Of the numerous
hybrids, which produce 3- to 4-inch flowers in a wide color range, the
McKana hybrids are favorites; they produce long-spurred flowers on plants

up to 3 feet tall.
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The white and lavender Columbine, Aquilegia caerules, was adopted as the official state
flower on April 4, 1899 by an act of the General Assembly. In 1925, the General
Assembly made it the duty of all citizens to protect this rare species from needless
destruction or waste. To further protect this fragile flower, the law prohibits digging or
uprooting the flower on public lands and limits the gathering of buds, blossoms and
ne day. It is unlawful to pick the columbine on private land without consent of the land

owner. Citation: Senate Bill 261, 1899, Bill, 1925, Colorado Revised Statutes 24-80-905 through

-80-908.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.

State Folk Dance

The Square Dance was adopted as the official state folk dance on March 16, 1992 by an act of the
General Assembly. Square dancing is the American folk dance which traces its ancestry to the English
country dance and the French ballroom dance, and which is called, cued, or prompted to the dancers and
includes squares, rounds, clogging, contra, 11ne the Virginia Reel, and heritage dances. Citation: House
Bill 1058, 1992; Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-909.5.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.

State Fossil

The Stegosaurus was designated as the official state fossil on April 28, 1982 by

executive order of Governor Richard D. Lamm. The Stegosaurus lived in the area we

now know as Colorado one hundred and fifty million years ago during the Mesozoic

era in the Jurassic period. It is believed that a typical Stegosaurus weighed ten tons

though its brain weighed only two and one-half ounces. There are only 6 skeletons of

the Stegosaurus on public display in the United States, one of which may be viewed at
the Museum of Natural History in Denver. This skeleton was discovered by a teacher and students from
Canon City High School.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.

State Gemstone

The aquamarine was adopted as the official state gemstone on April 30, 1971, by an act of the General
Assembly. The mountain peaks of Mount Antero and White Mountain in Colorado are among the finest
quality localities known for gem aquamarine. They are also among the highest in elevation, located at
14,000 feet. The granite rock of these peaks contains pegmatite bodies that are charactenzed by large
miarolitic cavities containing the gem quality aquamarine crystals. The cavities are found through a
vertical area of a mere 500 feet. The crystals in these cavities range in color from light blue to pale and
deep aquamarine green, and in size from very small to 6 cm in length. Citation: House Bill 1104, 1971;
Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-912.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.
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“State Grass

Blue Grama grass was adopted as the official state grass on May 20, 1987, by a resolution
of the General Assembly. Blue Grama is a grass native to the state of Colorado, growing
throughout many of the state's life zones on both sides of the Continental Divide.
Grasslands are an important resource to the State of Colorado with considerable economic
and conservation significance. A state grass was designated to help inform and educate
citizens and tourists about this resource. Citation: Senate Joint Resolution 13, 1987.

eturn fo Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.

State Insect

] The Colorado Hairstreak Butterfly Hypaurotis cysaluswas adopted as the official state
|insect on April 17, 1996. The butterfly is two inches in width and has purple wings
with black borders, orange accents in the corners and blue on the underside. It may be
|found on both sides of the Continental Divide at elevations of 6,500 to 7,500 feet, in

: .. 1its usual habitat of scrub oak ecosystems. Citation: Senate Bill 122 1996 Colorado
Rev1sed Statute 24 80-913.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.

State Song A&

\“"Where/t e Columbines Grow" was adopted as the official state song on May 8, 1915, by an act of the
General Assembly. The words were written and the music composed by A.J. Fynn If you have audio,
listen to the state song.

"Where the Columbines Grow" by A.JY. Fynn, 1915

Verse One

Where the snowy peaks gleam in the moonlight,
Above the dark forests of pine,

And the wild foaming waters dash onward,
Toward lands where the tropic stars shine;
Where the scream of the bold mountain eagle
Responds to the notes of the dove

Is the purple robed West, the land that is best,
The pioneer land that we love.

Chorus ‘

Tis the land where the columbines grow,
Overlooking the plains far below,

While the cool summer breeze in the evergreen trees
Softly sings where the columbines grow.

Verse Two

The bison is gone from the upland,
The deer from the canyon has fled,
The home of the wolf is deserted,
The antelope moans for his dead,

5/18/99 12:39 PM
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" The war whoop re-echoes no longer,

The Indian's only a name,

" And the nymphs of the grove in their loneliness rove,
But the columbine blooms just the same.

Verse Three

Let the violet brighten the brookside,

In sunlight of earlier spring,

Let the fair clover bedeck the green meadow,

In days when the orioles sing,

Let the golden rod herald the autumn,

But, under the midsummer sky,

In its fair Western home, may the columbine bloom
Till our great mountain rivers run dry.

Sheet music may be ordered through retail sheet music stores. It is not available from the State of
Colorado. Citation: Senate Bill 308, 1915; Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-909.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols.

State Tartan

The Colorado General Assembly passed a resolution adopting an official state tartan on March 3, 1997.
The tartan is comprised of a pattern and colors that symbolize Colorado's splendor and history. The
pattern or sett consists of primary blocks of forest green and cerulean blue separated by broad dividing
bands of black, with the forest green checks containing two pairs of tram tracks consisting of lavender
and white and with the cerulean blue checks containing a gold stripe with red guard lines. The official
state tartan is a Celtic and a "district" tartan that may be worn by any resident or friend of Colorado
whether or not of Celtic heritage. July 1st is designated as "Tartan Day" in Colorado under House Joint
Resolution 96-1014. An image of the tartan will be available on this site after the tartan is registered
with the International Association of Tartan Studies. Citation: House Joint Resolution 97-1016.

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view emblems and symbols.

State Tree

The Colorado Blue Spruce, Picea pungens, was adopted as the official state tree on March 7, 1939, by a
resolution of the General Assembly. The Colorado Blue Spruce was first discovered on Pikes Peak in
1862 and named by botanist C.C. Parry. This tree is known for its stately, majestic, symmetrical form
and its beautiful silver-blue color. In Colorado, it grows in small, scattered groves or singly among
ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, alpine fir and Englemann spruce. In the northern parts of its range it grows
at the 6,000 to 9,000 feet elevation while in the southern parts of its range at 8,000 to 11,000 feet. Its
color ranges from green to blue to silver, and is sometimes called the silver spruce. Colorado school
children voted on Arbor Day in 1892 to name the blue spruce as the state tree, however it was not until
1939 that the Colorado Blue Spruce was officially designated. Citation: House Joint Resolution 7, 1939.

Return to Colorado State Archives Homepage
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B Lift from a
. stranger
Some have discovered stranger
a fear they never h@_gl‘ 65 ideas
/Some were moved to_- submitted for

 re-examine their fa1th Columbine tribute

~ortheir tolerance -
"”toward others. Some
“looked deep inside and
asked a hard question:
What can I do to
prevent it from
happening again?

~

And many simply hugged their children harder.

In the wake of last month's killings at

- Columbine High School, the Denver Rocky
Mountain News asked 100 people how the
massacre has changed their lives.

de51re toc connect w1th ch11dren

"The first thing I've learned is you can't be too
involved in your child's life," one man said.

‘D lmtdeﬁgmrmm Today. And tomorrow, too.

Simple, Con\femenl "I just hope," another said, "we don't forget this
and open 24hrs soon."
Domer Maoprean Nows

This begins an ongoing examination of a
community searching for solutions.

Here is a selection of the responses.

Nancy Bachlet, 35, is a reporter for the
Westminster Window.

"The day after it happened, when I put my
6-year-old son on the school bus -- something I
really didn't want to do -- I promised up one side
and down the other that his school was safe.

"When he got to school, the first thing his \
teacher told the kids was what to do if an armed

1of19 5/18/99 11:13 AM




Lessons learned, lives changed

20f 19

1 the nelghborhood“

http://www.insidedenver.com/shooting/0516voic0.shtml

gunman comes-into the classroom.

"He came home so mad at me. He felt I had lied
to him and sent him someplace that wasn't safe.
In essence, what Harris and Klebold did was
destroy a level of trust between my son and
myself.

"T have reinforced and re-emphasized what I had
already been trying to teach him about violence
and how to treat others. And I just try to talk to
him more, and listen more."

Jeremy Smith, 28, of Englewood, is a disc
jockey for KRFX-FM radio and a ticket

_ salesman for Ticketmaster.

"The first thing I've learned is you can't be too
involved in your child's life. With me working
two jobs, it makes it rough.

"With Cassie Bernall (the student who was
killed after acknowledging her faith in God), I
couldn't say the same thing about my belief.
Since then, I've been seeking the advice of
friends who believe in God, and reconsidering
religion."”

Michelle Graf, 36, is a therapist at Craig
Hospital. Columbine is less than a mile from her
home -- the school her two boys, 3 and 6, may
one day attend.

"T just ran home and grabbed my kids and
hugged them. It made me more appreciative of
my kids.

"It also made me aware of my community, more
attuned to our neighborhood. It made me want to
become more involved -- not just with the needs
Lof-ourkids but-with the'needs-of all the kids in 1 T

Donna Legaard, 35, director of the LoDo
Learning Center in Denver, is the mother of
three children ages 3, 5 and 7.

"They were so worried. My 5-year-old said,
'Mommy, I hope when I go to high school
somebody doesn't come in the school and hurt
someone.'

"I always knew you had to talk to your kids
about drugs and alcohol and sex and stuff like
that. Now, I realize you also have to talk to them
about guns and violence and that they could
possibly be hurt at school.

5/18/99 11:13 AM
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"I'm going to tell them that they have to be
careful. That you have to be nicer to people. The

~ultimate motive, [ guess, is that you don't want
people who could hurt them to get mad at them.
Isn't that sad?"

John Dunning, 59, of Aurora, is the author of
The Bookman's Wake.

He worries about the proliferation of
pornography and violence on the Internet and
the role that played in the shootings.

"Columbine has changed me in darker ways
than I like. I've always believed in the Bill of
Rights and in the freedoms that we have. But we
have become such an ugly, nasty civilization
that I really have begun to wonder whether we
are worthy of things like freedom of speech. I
hate to see myself going that way, but
sometimes I feel like I can't help it.

"T think we're becoming an insane society. I
don't know what we can do. I read a lot of stuff
in the paper about how we have to listen to kids.
That's just a platitude. They've got to get these
awful weapons out of the hands of these kinds of
people.”

Amy Hovland, 28, is director of the
before-school and after-school care program at
Kyffin Elementary School in Golden.

"On the Thursday after it happened, we put out
paper, stickers, color, clay and let the kids
express themselves however they wanted. Most
of them chose to create something for the
Columbine memorial. Some of them took an
hour to get it just perfect. I remember one little
kid asking me, 'How do you spell tragedy?'

"That day will be one of the fondest memories
that I will take with me -- the day those kids
showed their true feelings of love and
compassion for people they didn't even know."

Jeannie Vanvelkinburgh, 38, of Denver, was
shot and paralyzed when she came to the aid of
an African immigrant in downtown Denver.

"The shootings just scared me very deeply. If
my child was in that school, I would have found
a way to get in there.

"It's going to be hard for some of those who

were injured. It's going to be a different way of
life, but it's life.
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"I know I'm going to keep on going and I'm
going to-get better. I'm going to get a job and
I'm going to make myself a better person. We
can overcome anything if we can keep a strong
heart."

Julie Mecham, 18, of Aurora is a junior at
Smoky Hill High School.

She looks for "signs" now.

"T look more towards people. Like, would they?
Could they do that? I've kind of lost trust.
School's kind of uncomfortable."

She has become more cautious, more courteous.

"T watch more what I say. It's maybe nothing to
you but it might really hurt someone else on the
inside."

Still, she's cautious on her terms.

"I'm going to live. I'm not going to stay inside
and hide. You have to live your life."

Shannon Clark, 30, of Littleton, is a senior
account executive with MGA
Commuunications.

Clark's big, quick smile gives her away.
"I really enjoy helping people."
Now more than ever.

"I've tried to be more helpful to other people and
be kinder. It's so easy to get caught up with the
trivial things of life, parking problems, traffic
jams.

"That's not what it's all about. I definitely look at
life differently. It's more precious. You never
know when it's taken away."

Lance Burkett, 29, of Highlands Ranch, is a
financial examiner with the National
Association of Security Dealers. He's also a
member of the Columbine Class of '88.

"The thing I've seen mostly is it really brought

our class together. As soon as this happened 1

got hundreds of e-mails from people I hadn't

talked to in 10 years. : N
The shootings changed his outlook.

"It makes you more c;pen to all people. It makes
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you more tolerant of everyone. That's the best
thing I can pass on to anyone, to my unborn
kids. We should be more tolerant and accept

“other people's differences."”

Megan Zepeda, 35, of Denver, offers day care
for children in her east Denver home. She has
four children of her own. :

She's at home -- days and nights -- to feed,
comfort, discipline, teach and guide her children
in her Catholic beliefs.

Her life makes more sense since the killings.

"It's validated what I'm doing. I think family has
really gone by the wayside. I think religion is
really important and that's a big problem. We've
lost a lot of religion and that's hard on people."

She will do more of what she's been doing:
keeping an eye on her kids and loving them.

"I think people allow their kids to have too
much privacy and autonomy in their homes.
Then they blame schools, but that's not fair.”

Diana Davis, 48, of Lakewood, is a caterer,
college student and mother of three.

"You don't feel as secure. You feel more
vulnerable. It's like the weight of the world,

. every so often it knocks you around a little to

remind you things aren't always fair or just or
even understandable.

"We have talked a lot more with our kids about

people being so angry and how it isn't good."

Billie Furuichi, 55, Lakewood, is youth
ministries director at Mile High Church of
Religious Science.

"When I realized it was affecting me deeply was
the first time they (TV) showed the pictures of
the people who had died. That's when I started
to get real weepy. I realized that all of the kids
in that school were really representative of the
kids who go to our teen church.

"That was when I knew I really had to do
something. We are opening the doors to our teen
center every afternoon from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. We
had almost a mad-house rush to get some
volunteers to help us and we got about 40 people
on a list.

yWeere mofvaied by the disaster fo Feally 4 )
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(something positive, to pull together an afternooti,
( program for kids.". -~ ‘

Laurie Clark, 49, Northglenn, is public .
relations manager for Cenikor Foundation Inc.
and a volunteer victims advocate.

She worked with relatives of the Columbine
students that Tuesday. The next day, she had to
notify one family that their child had died.

"I'm still not over it. I'm so, so saddened by this.

"I make sure that everyone that I care about
knows how important they are to me. To try to
live my life to the fullest and to stop caring
about petty little things. To do my best in every
aspect of my life.

"Because that's what matters when you get to the
end of the line. It's not who has the best car or
the most toys, but whether you've made a
difference.”

Lisa Gonzales, 35, Lakewood, is a group leader
at a Lakewood day-care center and the mother of
Jimmy, a Jefferson County high school
freshman.-

"It really scared me. We are talking more to
Jimmy about his feelings about it and the
anxiety he has felt since it happened. He is real
nervous about going to school now and worries
about 'What if it happens at my school.’

"The parents have been talking about it a lot
more and expressing their feelings about what
they would like to see happen.

"One of the things that came up is maybe it
would be a good idea for all high school
students to-have parenting classes so they would
understand what is involved in raising a child."

She plans to suggest the classes to her son's
principal as well as the Jefferson County school
board.

Margaret Carpenter, 68, a retired teacher and
assistant school superintendent, is mayor of
Thornton.

"Something has definitely changed in our
society in the past 20 or 30 years to allow this
kind of thing to happen. I don't mean to place
blame. I am just wondering if there is anything I
could have done, or anyone could have done.

5/18/99 11:13 AM




Lessons learned, lives changed http://www.insidedenver.com/shooting/0516voic0.shtml

C"Allofus need to-take a long hard lookat™
~whether we are ‘doing all we can for our young o
1}people 3 T

Lori Hernandez, 33, of Arvada, runs her own
company, which helps parents find quality child
care. She and her husband have two sons in
Jefferson County schools, one 14 and one 8.

"We've had real lengthy discussions on rock
music. We went to a church service about rock
music and video games.

"My 14-year-old feels everyone has some anger
and rage about things that happen dunng the
day, and for him the music is a release.”

Dr. Jeffrey Hurst, 43, a dentist who lives in
Golden and owns a practice in Lakewood, has
two children in Jefferson County schools.

"The biggest way this has affected me is the
impact it has had on my kids, their feeling that
no matter what they do they will never be safe.

"Eight days after Columbine, Pomona had a
bomb threat. It panicked everyone. I explained
to my son that there can't be that many crazy
people in the world who would actually do
something like that. But that very night a kid got
shot in a school up in Canada.

"I don't want to see our schools become like a
prison under lockdown. I also don't want my
kids to be afraid of everyone who looks
different.

"I don't want a world where we sacrifice
individuality for a false sense of security. I have
just tried to talk to my kids and listen to their
concerns."

Bill Whitfield, 38, of Denver, is a security
guard supervisor.

"I'm leaving Colorado for one, as soon as
possible. Because I do not think Colorado is a
good place to raise children. I'm moving to rural
Tennessee.

"I'm also going to work harder for the
legalization of marijuana, because if kids had
access to soft drugs they'd be less stressed out.

"And I'm getting rid of all my weapons. I used
to go to gun shows, and believed in basic NRA
philosophy, but from now on if I have anything
in my house it'll be a baseball bat in case of an
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intruder."”

Susan Rosser, 49, is a geologist who lives in
unincorporated Arapahoe County.

She and her husband have stopped letting their
17-year-old son, Drew, play paintball, a war
game using paint instead of bullets. They also
refuse to let him watch The Matrix, a violent
sci-fi movie, even though some of his friends
have seen it several times.

"It has made our family look in the mirror and
really analyze some of the things we haven't
questioned before. Things that maybe we
allowed before, we're not allowing now."

Derek Passarelli, 36, of south Jefferson County,
is an attorney. He also coaches a soccer team of

girls from Leawood and Powderhom elementary
schools. ’

He moved his family back home to Colorado
from Washington, D.C., because he thought it
was a safer place for his 9-year-old daughter.
Then came Columbine.

"Boy, did that destroy some basic beliefs that I
held to be true.

"I guess the one thing that it woke me up to is
that I better start being more aware of other
people's children and helping them out.

"One of the first things I did was filloutmy
@lgﬁé;éi@ﬁnifﬁg_the__Childrenfs\Legal_CenterMﬂ,
again."

-~

Ellen Glover, 45, is a Web editor at the
University of Colorado at Boulder.

Glover and her husband, Kent, are active in a
Boy Scout troop that includes many students
who were in Columbine when the terror erupted.

- "They've been traumatized by it," she said. "We
made a commitment as a family to stay the
course and support our friends.

"We're going to try to get more families
involved and show them that scouting has
something to offer the community."”

Michele Skinrood, 47, of Westminster, 1s a
clerical assistant with a daughter at Northglenn
High.

"Your concerns and priorities change. Lisa came
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home and sat in front of the TV and watched it.
She later told me that two fliers were found at
her school saying the Trench Coat Mafia would
hit Northglenn next.

"] feel like I'd like to move to Utah, but I know I
wouldn't be any safer there.

"The real fault lies with the parents. You see all
this road rage in adults who are teaching their
children it's all right to take out their anger in
this manner."

49, public relations director of the American
Numismatic Association in Colorado Springs.

"This makes me wonder even more why there
are so many guns. It just brought that home to
me. You want to know what guns look like in
school? That's what guns look like in school."

Mike Salardino, 49, a stockbroker, is a board
member of the Pueblo Boys and Girls Clubs and
vice president of the Child Advocacy Center in
Pueblo.

"I plan to be much more vocal as an advocate of
discipline in schools -- and I'm talking about
everything from dress codes to the way they
treat one another -- reduction of violence in
televison, movies and video games, curtailment
of accessibility to automatic weapons.

"I think there should be more parental
responsibility. We have too many spoiled-brat
yuppie parents that don't want to raise their
children. I couldn't have hid a pack of cigarettes
from my parents, let alone assault weapons and
bombs.

"I don't think parents are paying attention to
their children, and if they're not going to, then
society has to start paying attention.”

John Yee, 78, of Denver, is a retired teacher and
head of the Denver-Kunming Sister City
Committee. He serves on a Denver Rotary Club
committee on youth.

"We really need to take stock of where we're
going, if we really want to have a happier life in
this world and more security.

"Are we willing to make some sacrifices to do
the right thing? Maybe we need to pay more
attention to other people, to learn to give more
of our time, and share our feelings to help other
people.
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"I will try to find kids who need guidance and
help. And I would like to see this society have

the gumption to repeal the Second Amendment
and get rid of the guns.

"The reason evil (prevails) is because good
people don't do anything."

Jim Casperson, 51, is a business consultant
from Littleton. His twin daughters, Kelly and
Kerry, are juniors at Columbine High School.

"It changes your perspective on life. I consider
myself very lucky, and I just absolutely hurt for
those families (whose children were killed). -

"It scared the crud out of me, but after it was all
over, the support of friends and family and
people I didn't know was absolutely incredible.
When I went to King Sooopers Wednesday
morning, I got hugs from all the checkers.

"T hug my kids more, and I called other people
in the community to see if they needed help. I
went to a member of the SWAT team and
thanked him.

Casperson is volunteering as treasurer of Art for
the Heart Foundation, a non-profit group.

"My job is to make sure we go down the right
path and we spend the money that's raised the
right way. We do it from the heart."

Lou Lopez, 67, of Denver, 1s a retired police
lieutenant and former commander of the gang
unit. '

"It made me sick and ill. You have to be
cold-blooded son of a gun not to have some
. emotional trauma as a result of it."

He renewed his commitment to keep working
with youth. But it also hit home how tough it is
to come to grips with youth violence.

"There are experts that have far greater
knowledge than a lot of us do, but even they
have not been able to come up with a solution."

Jessica Busick, 15, attends a Jefferson County
high school and works part time at a Taco Bell.

She bought a blue and silver teddy bear and left
it at the Clement Park memorial site. And she
has stopped kidding around about violence --
"Saying things like 'Oh my God, he's going to
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kill me!" You can't joke like that any more
because somebody might actually think that
there's something going wrong.

"I don't think we'll ever be able to do it again,
that joking. I don't mind."

Sumiko Hennesey, 61, of Aurora, is executive
director of the-Asia Pacific Development Center.

"When I was 7 years old in Japan, we were
coming back from the rural area. One stray
American plane came over, saw a group of
children going home, and he dived at us and
shot at us. We all ran for cover. I was not injured
but whenever I hear a plane, I sweat. And
children being shot at -- that's an image that |
always carry with me.

"The majority of our programs at the center are
aimed at adults, but we're shifting to youth,
especially to develop peer counselors among
kids.

"Adults don't have any relationships with some
of these kids. Maybe through (peer counselors)
we can have entree to these students. In our
training for peer counselors, up to now, we
looked at trying to avoid alcohol and drugs, but
now we will refocus on violence and alienation."

Sharon Docherty, 30, of Lafayette, is an
elementary school music teacher.

"As a teacher, it makes me realize that there is a
lot more that's expected of us than just dealing
in academics.

"Somehow, because of the Columbine incident,
the role of teacher is now spotlighted as being
multifaceted. I feel that there's this expectation
now for teachers to be protectors as well as
educators, psychologists as well as teachers."”

Bill Howard, 44, is a consultant who lives in
Boulder.

" "I think that, if there was any innocence left in
the world, it certainly took a hit right in the
heart. :

"You could hear it ripping your soul out, your
innocence, your faith. It just trashed them. The
challenge is to somehow rekindle the hope.

"You have to work through other people to help

young people in some ways, through service
activities. Because obviously, kids these days
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have more going on than we ever did when I
was that age."

Howard did one thing right away.

"It made me change my prayers. It made me
pray for those families."

Nancee Martin-Coffey, 45, is a seminarian in
Boulder.

"It has encouraged me to be more thoughtful
about people who are marginalized. And, in
conversing with my (four) children, it has
caused me to talk about befriending all sorts of
people, to enter into conversations with them
about people who are usually pushed aside, to be
more thoughtful about who is in and who is
out."

Grace Brock, 41, of Lakewood, is a jazz singer
and composer. She was so moved by the killings
that she wrote The Strangling Weed.

"It asks questions like how does this happen.

"We have all committed acts of anger. Now, I'm
more aware of it. Whatever seed you plant, it's
going to grow. It starts in ways that seem subtle,
but if left unchecked, it grows into a searing
hatred, a strangling weed."

Sister Elizabeth Bornhoft, 77, Denver, is a
Roman Catholic nun. She runs a program called
Quest for Peace to help young people respect
and love themselves, others and God.

"It has made me more determined to reach our
young people with the truth, and let them know
that God loves them.

"I'm more determined to further the family
pledge of non-violence."

Diana Barnhill, 46, of Castle Rock, is a
business administrator in a Lakewood dental
office.

"People are so cruel to each other. If they just
would bite their tongue and allow other people
to be who they are, some of the anger wouldn't
happen. '

"I hope i1t makes people more ready to reach out,
as opposed to hiding in their houses and
isolating themselves in fear and suspicion.

"Trust is a hard thing. You have to believe in
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your fellow man."

Cody Stephenson, 17, attends a Jefferson
County high school.

"I kept thinking how sad it was. And I was kind
of confused about why they would do that.

"Now, I'm more aware of who's around and
what they're doing -- at school, and just
anywhere, I guess. And I'm careful not to
criticize people -- especially people who are,
like, secluded. I'm more careful not to criticize
people just because they're different from me."

Pedro Saenz, 44, is a senior software engineer
who lives in Aurora.

"What if this had happened at my
granddaughter's elementary? That child is my
life.

"I turn the TV off a little more. We sit around
together and we play board games a little more.
You enjoy every minute a little more."

Dee Wisor, 47, is an attorney who lives in
Arapahoe County.

"I happen to have two weapons in my house left
over from hunting with my father as a young
man, and I guess I see no reason to keep them
anymore.

"I kept them for sentimental reasons, but now
I'm looking for a way to get rid of them. That's
my little contribution."” '

Barb Vogel, 48, of Denver, is an elementary
school teacher.

"It makes me even more determined to teach
children to balance their minds and their hearts.
It makes me even more determined to teach
models of tolerance.

"I plan to continue my daily fight, a mission to
awaken children to their social consciousness.

"I live under the philosophy of IDo-smailjﬂings‘ _
(Wwith great love."”

Toni Lopez, 25, of Thornton, works as a data
entry processor. She has two daughters, 4 and 1.

"It will affect me as far as sending my children
to public school. I'm thinking twice about that.
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"I would do it basically for their safety and
knowing at least in a private school, even though
they have to wear uniforms and stuff, it'll be
safer and it'll cut teasing and all that other stuff’
back."

Calixto Ortiz, 48, of Denver, who works as a
food distributor, is the father of four, ages 21,
15, and 5-year-old twins.

"We probably will be closer and appreciate our
kids more and spend more time with them,
because you don't realize that kind of thing can
happen.

"Sometimes you get so busy with your jobs and
you don't spend enough time with your kids and
you don't talk to them about their lives."

Viviana Carbajal, 14, of Denver, is a freshman
at West High School.

"It already affected my school as soon as it
happened. I was shocked along with everyone
else. We didn't even have school the next day.

"When we finally returned to school, we were
like in a prison. Every time you had to go into
the building you had to show your identification.
There was one entrance and everybody had to go
through there. Security was at all the doors. No
trench coats. You had to be in class, no passes.

"I pray when I go to church every Sunday, and
during the week I prayed. It's like you can't
really avoid anything like that. All you can do is
be careful and hope for the best."”

Sally Hopper, 64, former state senator from
Golden and grandmother of five.

"I was absolutely out of commission for a
couple of days, like a loss in the family."

Since, Hopper has been "maybe living each day
a little fuller. I called a friend, an old friend in
Tennessee, who has been diagnosed with cancer.
You realize you don't want to lose track of
friends or let time pass you by. All of a sudden,
you realize how fragile life is."

Lontine Chavez, 59, of Denver, co-owns Hair
People, a hair salon in Cherry Creek North.

He said the shootings "make me a much stronger

advocate for gun control."

"I just hope we don't forget this soon.”
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Jon Caldara, 34, of Boulder, is president of the
Independence Institute, a free-market think tank
in Golden, and a talk show host on 850 KOA.

The political impact, which halted relaxation of
concealed-weapons laws in Colorado, was
"absolutely devastating," he said. "It was
unreasonable.”

"In the world of public policy, people use

tragedies like this to promote emotional political ¢
causes. Chasing out the NRA because of this

shooting was an emotional reaction, not a

reasonable response."”

Colline Owens, 36, of Aurora, manages a dry
cleaning store and has a 3-year-old.

"I'm going to be paranoid to let my child go to
school by himself. If it's this violent now, how is
it going to be by the time my child goes to
school? I just think it's going to be a cold, cold
world we live in." ,

Kendra Kitashima, 18, is a senior at Highlands
Ranch High School. :

"I'm more scared that the way I look at a person
may be taken wrong. I'm careful of what I say to
people.- Going back to school the next day felt
different. You look at people and think, 'What
if?' The ones who did this looked normal, too.

"I'm trying to be extra nice to everybody. I used
to talk about people all the time but now I'll
keep my opinions to myself. I'm careful how I
look at a person.”

Jerry Lewis, 71, Cherry Hills, works in the oil
industry.

"Primarily, it's made me aware of how precious
our families are. And I go along with the
observation that when spiritual values and God
were taken out of the schools, what replaced
them was violence and immoral behavior."

Lewis and his wife do volunteer work for a
“group called Young Life, which shares the
Gospel with school-aged children.

"I've been motivated to put more efforts into
that. [ will certainly try to get more Young Life
alumni involved again in helping kids."

Beth Pfalmer, 50, of Denver, is director of
Work and Family Resource Center, a state
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agency that provides support to families and
children.

"I will never, ever again, take lightly the
comment that parenting is a really hard job. I
will offer support and understanding and,
hopefully, help. In the elevators, in the parking
lots, in casual encounters.

"And one more thing, I live near a junior high
and an elementary school and I'm the goofy lady
who speaks to every child I see. I ask questions
like, 'How are you doing?' 'How's school?' 'Are
you hanging in there?' I will continue to speak to
every child I see.

"Most of us ignore children and half of us are
afraid of them, and, you know what? They are
just great kids who need our attention, every
single one of them."

Marilynn Force, mid-40s, of Wheat Ridge, is
director of the Small Business Development
Center at the Boulder Chamber of Commerce.

"The thing that strikes me the most is that in our
culture there is no forgiveness. We are a real
driven culture. People are so busy and so driven
that they have forgotten that people need to
learn and make mistakes and be forgiven for
them."

Michelle MclInturf, 37, of Aurora, is a sales
clerk.

"Sometimes we take our kids for granted. I
usually give both my kids a kiss goodbye. Now 1
make sure I do it every day.

"I kiss them and I hug them and I tell them I
love them."

Jon Huddleston, 28, of Castle Rock, co-owns
Douglas County Guns in Castle Rock.

"It does cause you to look at kids that come in
just looking. It causes you to look at them
maybe a little more suspicious.

"There have been kids that come in and say,
"'Why can't you sell it to me?' I've said, 'You
could give me a million dollars and there's no
way I'm going to sell you the firearm."

Jim Wallendorf, 58, of Castle Rock, is

principal of ThunderRidge High School in
Highlands Ranch.
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"] am being a lot more observant of students in a
positive way. I'm looking at kids who may be
lonely or sad or by themselves and I'm trylng to
be a friend to them.

"There was a lot of horror that happened, but it
also started pointing out that there are a lot of
lonely people out there.

"Most and most and most won't do anything to
harm another person, but they're in a lot of
pain."”

John De la Hoz, 32, of Denver, runs an Internet
marketing business.

He has been saying extra prayers for victims,
their families and friends. And he volunteered to
(Create a web site for the group Family. Support
¢ Networks, whichs ‘supports fire and law_ _ f
_“enforcement personnel facing their.own -

~

.- emotions from what they saw at' Columbine. - -

B "T figured it was something I could do to help
out. You see all these people hurt and you wish
you could help them." (

Chris Walter, 39, of Lakewood, is a home day
care provider.

"I'm a Brownie leader and one of my moms
asked me what to do about it. [ said I didn't
know, that there's just no way to control it, no
€asy answers. :

"T don't know what to do with my own kids
except pray for them to make it through school.
My first thought was home school. Just pull
them out.

"But I really think it comes down to respect. I
think we're losing respect for ourselves, our
parents, our elders, everything around us in
general.

"I'm going to help my children learn to respect
the people and things that are around them by
my example and taking more time with them,
workmg with them, being more patient with
them."

Larry Weisberg, 55, of Boulder, is leaving CU,
where he taught advertising for six years, to
return to the advertising business in the East.

( He contacted_15 people in the advertising

1ndustry tosetup a mcdxcal account _for ofie” of —
. _the.injured Columbine students. =
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"I'm trying to look at things in a more tolerant
fashion. The Dali Lama came to Boulder a few
years ago and I read the text of his speech in the
paper. He talked about tolerance and respect for
other people. That's what is missing.

"I know some people who say they aren't going
to change or others who think the media is
covering this too much, but I'm trying to do
something that is right for me."

- Lush B. Lofton, 77, is a retired construction

worker who lives in Denver.

When Lofton was growing up, people weren't
shy about getting after youngsters who got into
trouble. :

"People -- your neighbors -- if your dad or
mother wasn't there, and they saw you doing
something wrong, they would speak to you."

Lofton plans to be more vigilant with the
youngsters around him, and with his four
grandchildren.

Janet Ruli, 31, of Denver, is a cocktail waitress.

The Columbine shootings reinforced a decision
Ruli had already made: She won't have children.

It also reminded the native of New Orleans that
she can't escape violence, no matter where she
goes.

Barbara Allen, 61, a Navajo Indian, is a retired
teacher who lives in Aurora.

"I'm not one that cries. But this brought tears to
my eyes. | thought about my two grown
daughters who live in California with their
husbands and my three grandchildren.

"I decided that I will visit with them more than I
have in the past because the way things are
today, tomorrow is not promised.

"Being a retired school teacher also made me
want to volunteer more of my time with youth
organizations."

Randy Cravens, 34, of Denver, is program
manager for the Cole-Beacon Program at Cole
Middle School, an after-school program for-
youth. '

"We used to have sterotypes of what kind of
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kids were the most dangerous. And now I have
reorganized my thoughts about what kind of
kids are capable of being as destructive as the
gang-bangers.

"I'm doing a double take with these white kids
with their ears pierced and tattoos. I'm now
doing the same thing when I see white kids
walking down the street as whites do when they
see black kids. I cross the street because they
might snap. I look at them in the grocery store
like 'Is he one?'

"I don't look at them like punks anymore. I look
at them as potential Columbine students walking
around, because you just don't know. Their
incomes didn't matter and their skin colors didn't
matter." -

Jeff Martinez, 29 of Aurora, is a public affairs
representative at Kaiser Permanente.

"My brother Matthew will be 13 soon. It-
underscores the importance of being involved in
his life. Being there for him when he has
concerns or questions. Play a more active role in
his life, be his support and help build his
foundation.

{'The-incident-also-made me-think,’Am-1 tolerant -
: of people?”AmT°going out'of may-wayto make, ™

“people feel-comfortable and feel valued da11y‘7

-Am Treaching-outto- ut tokids or reaching-outinmy:-
commun1ty‘7 . '

¢"Those are the kinds-of things-that we-only-look-, - Ve
“atwhen there'is @ ‘tragedy. Weneedtobuilda_ > {\/ .
(sp1r1t of selflessness.and uplift people. when they~
falldown"_ " 2
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Surndire
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This time next week they're graduates, former
Columbine High students.

Reluctantly.

Some in the Class of '99 want another year to
rewrite their final days.

They want all the fun seniors traditionally enjoy
at the end of the year: pranks, classes with no
consequences, powderpuff football games,
senior cut day, yearbook signings in the
commons on the last day of school, a party at
Chatfield Reservior.

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold stole all that
when they killed 12 students, one teacher and
themselves April 20. Tbg;gvg killers-would: have“

Cgraduated, too. So-wouldtwo_of their-v. Vlctlms -~
~Isaiah-Shoels and-Lauren Townsend.—

"We've missed a lot," Michele Fox said. "Even
though we're bitter toward Eric and Dylan, it's
sad that two murderers were in our class. "This
whole thing just seems like a dream and I'm
going to wake up soon."

Most seniors dream of graduation and later

fondly remember the ceremony . The killings-, | y
“_make Saturday's graduationall-the- more —, é’ mm 4
significantand necessary;- experts- sy ) :
The 440. seniors-faced-a-trauma-that-forever— o (/uf:? o
fdlstlngulshes,_them and-their-school-They— =

~suffered together. Now they need to celebiate—; s

‘their-individual -andcollective.accomplishiments-
~together; §aid Fred Deiiiiy, professor of: I‘ellgIOUSJ

- _studies-at-the-University-of- CQlorado

"It will have healing value;"-he-said:—
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Their ceremony points out how our culture's
rituals help make sense of life, said Denny, who
has studied myths and rituals. They distinguish
the mundane from the moving, they congratulate
and offer time to reflect and forgive.

These students need that.
"Ceremonies like this are very important to
reafirm our civic values and things we hold

important in our society," Denny said.

Students will gain closure as the day opens the

e first nifajor passage of their young lives. "It's

saying: "We're not g1v1ng up.. We re.not goingto-

< qult,l'j Denny sa1d

There is fear. Congregating under the sun at
Fiddler's Green Amphitheatre may st1r bad
memories.

"I'm kind of paranoid about graduating," Fox
said. "I think a lot of people are afraid that
something's going to happen. It's in the back of
your mind.

"The ceremony will be real hard for each of us."

Columbine students appreciate that people care
about them, want to know how they are. They_?
~wish'theirs could be a routine graduation; but
they doubt that will happen.

"We just want it to be normal," Krissa Eggert
said. "We don't want any media there. We don't
want anyone except family."

Actually, plans call for calm coverage compared
with the media onslaught that followed for
weeks after the tragedy. Representatives of print,
radio and television will form a "pool" to greatly
reduce the number of journalists at the
ceremony.

However, President Clinton is scheduled to visit
Thursday, which will heighten interest.

Principal Frank DeAngelis will speak at
graduation, as will various students who tried
out for the honor before the tragedy. Students
want a rememberance of the dead and words for
the living.

"We'll get enéouragement out of it," Laurel
Seaholm said. "Kids deserve the time spent on
them."

They are more than ready to leave Chatfield

http://www.insidedenver.com/shooting/0516grad3.shtml
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High, where they had to go after the rampage.
Security is so tight it feels like a prison, students
said. They spend little time on academics. Some
classes play board games. Some respond to
letters from well-wishers around the world.

"School is pretty much stupid," Eggert said.
"We tie-dyed shirts in my physics class."

She also created her own time capsule, a letter
about herself and her times to future generations

of her family.
"I'll give it to them on their graduation day," she
said."
May 16, 1999
More Options...
Recreation Sports News Going Out  Staying In  Classified  Business
Hikin Broncos Weather Movies aunders  Auto Stocks
Biking Avalanche Opinion. Dining TV Careers nfoPages
ishin Nuglgets Columns Music Cookbook  Homes
Golf ockies Births On Stage  Crossword
Calendar  College Weddings Travel Internet
Denftry ockyPreps Deaths
Snow Cent.
= © Copyright, Denver Publishing Co.
#ir . Subscribe to the News
ser Agreement / Privacy Statement Questions? Comments? Talk to Us

Jof3 5/18/99 11:14 AM




Shooting victim vows to rejoin marching band next year

Dﬂucr Rocky Mountain News

ootings

:
Nation/World f'.f («Tt I “l'}"]@ {".O'WT]
Weather

Amole Shooting vnctlm vows to

Blake s

oy rrejoin marching band next:

Franke-Folstad (g iioe
Howard . -
Jensen year b
Johnson

Norm!

osen By Katie Kerwin McCrimmon
Denver Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer

_Richard Castaldo_plans_to_play his tuba i 1n/
ZColumbine's marching band again-next year”

"We'll find a way for you to march,” Castaldo's
father, Rick Castaldo, has told his son.

. Castaldo; 17,75 fighting back from at least four~
- gunshot wounds_in his chest, back and left arm.
" -Oneof the bulléts bruised t his. spmal cord,”

leavmg him -with no feeling below-the chest. >

Ny

He remains in fair condition at Swedish Medlcal
Center.

On Saturday he hoped to meet with participants
at a PeaceJam seminar at Regis University, but a
minor lung infection kept him in his hospital
bed.

Castaldo has been active in PeaceJam and had
his picture taken with the Dalai Lama, the 1989
Nobel Peace Prize winner. When the two met,
the Dalai Lama kissed Castaldo's hands and told
him he was special. Castaldo relishes that
moment and keeps the photo in his hospital
room. ,

Rick Castaldo came to the PeaceJam event in his
son's place. He said Richard is recovering well
and remains committed to the group's goal of
nonviolence.

"When he's better, he'll continue to be a part of
PeaceJam. He believes in the importance of
pulling the community together for healing and
stopping violence," Rick Castaldo said.

As Richard Castaldo heals, his father 1s

preparing to mount attacks on the violence and
pornography that kids can access on the Internet.

1of2

Keyword Navigation:

e
Click for a list of keywords
. t

ragedy at
&/ﬁ#/ MILC

Lift from a
stranger

65 ideas
submitted for
Columbine tribute

http://www.insidedenver.com/shooting/0516jam5.shtml

5/18/99 11:14 AM




Shooting victim vows to rejoin marching band next year http://www.insidedenver.com/shooting/0516jam5.shtml

In about a week, Richard Castaldo is expected to
be transferred to Craig Rehabilitation Center,
where he will begin months of intensive therapy.

For now, Castaldo's spirits are high despite his
injuries. He has been having some muscle
spasms in his lower body, which gives his
family hope that someday he may walk again.

A steady stream of sports stars and rock singers
has boosted Castaldo’s will to recover. He's been
invited to jam on his saxophone with the Allman
Brothers when they play Red Rocks on June 12,
if he's well enough.

" think that's done wonders for his épirits," Rick
Castaldo said of all the well-wishers.

Castaldo sometimes talks about the horror of
being shot at Columbine High School. He was
one of 21 people injured April 20, when Eric
Harris and Dylan Klebold killed 12 fellow
students and one teacher.

Richard Castaldo remembers being shot and

- playing dead. Then, when he thought it was safe,
he raised one of his arms in a bid for help. As
SWAT officers moved in to rescue him,
Castaldo recalls the sound of a pipe bomb
exploding nearby.

He is not bitter or angry. But he has wondered
how kids could commit such an evil act.

Castaldo transferred to Columbine this year after
attending Machebeuf for his first two years of
high school. He wanted to be with friends at
Columbine and play in their band. He loves
music and while he's shy, friends say he has a
great personality. That spirit is showing through
now.
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Sixteen-year-old Columbine High School
shooting victini Lance Kirklin walked into a
news conferencé Friday to anriounce to the
world, "I feel great."

Lance has been at Denver Health Medical
Center since April 20, when he was shot five
times, including a shotgun blast that destroyed
much of the lower left side of his face.

He has undergone nearly 30 hours of surgery for
wounds on his face, leg and chest. Repairing his
jaw will take possibly six more surgeries. But
doctors call his recovery "amazing" and predict
he will be able to go home within a week.

"Lance is a uniquely courageous man," said Dr.
Ernest Moore, chief of surgery and trauma
services at the hospital.

He still speaks with difficulty, sometimes
touching the bandage over the hole surgeons
opened in his throat to help him breath, but
doctors say they expect him to regain full
speaking ability.

Lance asked for the press conference because he
wants the community to know he's feeling fine
and he wants to encourage the other Columbine
students who remain hospitalized.

On the morning of the shooting, he was leaving
the cafeteria to go outside for a cigarette,
followed by his friends Dan Rohrbough and

~ Sean Graves, when he was hit. They were

among the first to be shot. Dan did not survive.
Sean remains at Craig Hosp1ta1 partially
paralyzed.

"At first, I thought it was a senior prank," Lance
said.

5/18/99 11:16 AM
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He said he did not know the shooters, and he
remembers seeing only their shadows. He says
he was about 50 feet from them when he was
hit. Afterward, he said, he remained fully
conscious for about 10 minutes, then slipped in
and out of consciousness until rescuers reached
him.

In addition to the shotgun wound in his face,
Kirklin's left thigh bone was shattered by a
bullet. He also sustained bullet wounds in his
right chest, his right groin and left foot. Doctors
sayhe was shot by three guns.

One of the pellets from the shotgun blast has
migrated into his heart, and two remain in his
lungs, but doctors don't believe they pose a risk.

"His sheer survival is a miracle in itself," said
Dr. Stephen Batuello, a surgeon who oversaw
the reconstruction of Lance's face. Doctors took
some bone and tissue from his leg to rebuild his
jaw.

A hospital spokeswoman says Lance's medical
bills are now close to $1 million, but thanks to
widespread donations, she doesn't expect the
Kirklin family will be forced to pay any of that.

He continues to be fed through a gastric tube,
but he's anxiously awaiting the day -- which
may come in about two weeks -- when he can
swallow normally. "I want a drink," he said.
"Apple juice.”

Flanked by his parents, Dawn and Mike Kirklin,
Lance described his typical day: Nurses change
the bandages on his face early in the morning,

then he spends time with his family and visitors,

then he heads to grueling physical therapy
session twice a day. In the late afternoon and
evening, he sees more visitors.

His father offered thanks for all the love and
support the family has received.

"I hope this tragedy can get the world to focus
on love and family," Mike Kirklin said. "Get to
know your kids, and what they're doing," he
urged parents.

May 15, 1999
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Tragedy rewrites speech

By Janet Bingham
4 BACK TO NEWS Denver Post Education Writer

May 17 - From the time she first heard it,;Sara Martin/was struck by
W%EEM%D the story of the chapel and the stained glass.

- Columbine main page
- Columbine archive  But it wasn't until the tragedy at Columbine High that/the 18-year-old

s“sefiior, slated to speak to.the Columbine Class of 1999, realized what it
- AP special section meant.

;hfjﬁwgh? Share YU Now the stained glass will be a central metaphor of her speech at

graduation ceremonies Saturday. Martin, who will head to St. John's
- Contribute to The College in Annapolis, Md., in the fall, is one of several students
Healing Fund . selected to speak atthe event at Flddle}.s'Green ‘

-H get help
ow to gethe She first heard the story last March when she and Lauren Townsend
- Victim funds and other members of their Advanced Placement English class visited

_ England as part of a class trip.
- Join the discussion in

Your Voice

At King's College Chapel in Cambridge, Martin heard how the people
- Create a memorial  Of the town had wanted to preserve the chapel's centuries-old stained
page glass from the heavy bombing that took place during World War II.

Citizens came together and decided that each person would take home
one piece of the precious glass and hide it so it would be safe if the
Germans invaded.

After the war, they reunited and put all the pieces back together. Light
pouring into the chapel once again illuminates the stories told in the
glass. It is still possible to see the lines where the pieces were taken
apart.

Now, following the shootings at Columbine that took the lives of
Martin's classmate Townsend and her good friend Cassie Bernall,
Martin said she has come to realize deeper meanings in that story.
Townsend and Bernall were among 12 students and a teacher gunned
down on April 20 by two students who then took their own lives.

"We are the stained glass," she will tell the members of the Columbine
Class of 1999.

"We are the windows, and through each of us is reflected our
experience and what we make of that."

When all the pieces are brought together, it is then that the whole
picture is seen. "It is up to everyone what they do with this experience,
where they go from here," she said.

She also sees a metaphor for community. Like the people in England
who came together to preserve the historic stained glass from the
ravages of war, "so our community has to come together. We all add to
each other and support each other."”

1 0f2 , ' 5/17/99 6:02 PM
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Martin still is re-working her speech, still polishing it, changing the
wording.

Certainly the focus has changed a lot since early April, before the
shooting, when Martin was chosen as a graduation speaker.

As she told a reporter at Time Magazine shortly after the shooting, she
had wanted to write about all the people and good times she had loved
at Columbine High. "I have loved oysters at 7 in the morning in the
teachers' lounge with Mme. Lutz and the halls that smelled like rotting
Easter eggs," she had written. "I have loved fire drills and Tai Chi on
the lawn with Mr. Kritzer's philosophy class. I have loved you and our
moments of folly together... We're all looking for passion, for
something, anything in our lives..."

But then came April 20. Martin was in the choir room, and was among

" the students who made it out early. Townsend and Bernall died in the

library. A gunman asked Bernall if she believed in God. When she said
"yes," the gunman shot her.

Martin's first reaction when she heard of the death of her friends was
despair. As she told the Time reporter, "When those guys walked into
the hallways in their trench coats and their bombs, they brought in fear
and hate and pushed out everything else - every ounce of life." But her
perspective has changed since, partly because of the positive changes
she's seen in people's lives because of her friend's stand. The story of
Bernall's strong commitment to her faith has circled the globe. Dave
McPherson, Martin's pastor at West Bowles Community Church, told
the congregation Sunday how even in a tiny village called Mayan
Abun in the Sudan, villagers have built a memorial in their church to
Bemall. Bernall's family has received thousands of letters from
throughout the country. Opening one at random, McPherson read how
Bemall's stand had changed a man's life.

Bernall's mother, Misty, approached Martin in church Sunday, gave
her a joyous hug, and invited her and other members of the church
youth group over for something to eat a little later. Inspired by the faith
of her friend and her friend's mother, Martin is developing the
metaphor of the stained glass. She wants to talk more, she said, about
one of the chapel windows, "the window of death and resurrection."

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Consensus sought on-donations

By Jim Hughes
Denver Post Staff Writer

May 16 - How do you finance the healing of a broken-hearted
community?

- Columbine main page

- Columbine archive

- AP special section

- How to share your
thoughts

- Contribute to The
Healing Fund

- How to get hélg

- Victim funds

- Join the discussion in

Your Voice

- Create a memorial

page

It's a question that has been answered often in recent years, and the
answers are the same as those to the question of financing a high
school band trip: car washes, not mill levies; donations, not municipal
bonds.

In Springfield, Ore., Paducah, Ky., Jonesboro, Ark., and other
communities where children have been slain by armed classmates,
donating money in the aftermath is recognized as a vital part of moving
on from such time-stopping tragedy.

The emotional havoc rendered by the shootings at Columbine High
School on April 20, when two students fatally shot a teacher and 12 of
their classmates and injured 23 others with bombs and bullets before
apparently killing themselves, defies the balm of simple compensation.
But still, cash donations best manifest the desire of a community to
help heal those whose lives have been so publicly broken.

With the violence at Columbine the first of its kind in a major
American metropolitan area, the fund-raising stakes, like the body
count, have gone up. Where Springfield relief funds reached $450,000
and Jonesboro citizens mustered $400,000, the coffers of Colorado's

(post=Columbine charities already are pushmg the $2.5miillion mark’ So
ofi what exactly should that money be spent? Victims' funeral expenses
and hospital bills? Scholarships for victims who lived? Memorials?

Violence-prevention curricula? Repairs to the ravaged school itself?

These expenses and others have been-paid by nonprofit groups.in other .-

- —American-communities now forever linked to the"Columbine - -

( neighborhood. The disbursement of fiinds has been the cause of some
acrimony in these towns, though; who qualifies for funds and for what
purposes have been questions hotly debated elsewhere.

The only way the post-Columbine effort can transcend that
contentiousness, relief workers said, is if the atmosphere of good faith
that has coalesced in Colorado these past weeks persists.

Columbine fund administrators met last week to discuss how best to
move into the long-term phase of distributing money. They are
expected to announce their plan Monday.

\
"This is a very complicated matter," warned Cindy Brown, director of
Ribbon of Promise. The group, a national organization dedicated to
preventing youth violence, was formed after the May 1998 shootings at
Thurston High School in Springfield, Ore.

"Nobody's ever written a how-to book on something like this," Brown

http://www.denverpost.com/news/shot0516.htm
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L

said. "Our position is that the communities have been through a lot.
Everybody is a victim and needs to just work together and see the

- goodness that most people are trying to give. That's what we
encourage. It's certainly not something communities need to disagree
over."

But they have. Disagreements over how funds should be spent, who
should manage them and who should qualify to receive them will
probably strike the relief effort in Colorado, as they have elsewhere,
said John Lively, chairman of the committee administering the
Thurston Healing Fund.

"Don't rush it," Lively said. "At least consider all of the opinions before
you start rushing into making emotional decisions. Early on (in
Springfield), it was not clear what we should do. The emotions of the
day would have been just to write the checks and worry about it later.
We could have written some.really big checks. But the further you get
from the event, the more those long-term needs become known, and
the less sources (for more funding) there are.”

More than a year after the Springfield shootings, psychological
counseling, extended physical therapy and medical care and
transportation expenses remain as important expenditures for the
Thurston Healing Fund, he said.

On Thursday, Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas met
with representatives from about 15 funds aiding the Columbine
- community.

"It was a pretty good conversation," said Danielle Corriveau ofMile>
<High United Way, which through its Healing Fund has collected $2_
- million"In the end, it seemed that the conversation kind of went
around that a collaboration of efforts would be a very good idea. But
how that specifically is going to work has yet to be determined."

The groups represented at that meeting control the bulk of what has
been raised, but an exact accounting of Columbine charity may never
be possible. In-kind donations of goods and services have flooded the
community since the day of the attack. And entities from radio stations
to neighborhood groups are soliciting donations. The sheer volume of
donations has impressed those collecting the funds.

"The response has been very gratifying," said Safeway spokesman Jeff
Stroh, whose stores have been collecting Columbine - donations i in Six S

[ states:-"I-would say that" people “have been just.as.generous.in -

’have beer in the Denver areaThis tragedy seems to-have touched”‘
_pegple(eﬂq,ually, no matter where they live.”

.~ Scottsbluff, Neb., and Rapid City; S.D.,-and Tucson, Ariz:; as they ({/ hya
A~

-
//

To Jason Hickman, who lives in the Columbine neighborhood and
produced the "Frl_end of Mine" CD being sold as a fund-raiser, the
public response is perhaps as valuable as the money itself. He
estimated that about 35,000 copies of the song; composed by - =
:Columbing students Stephen andJ. onathan- Cohen/have beensold At

'$9.95 apiece, the CD has proven to be a very successful venture. But
the impact of the widespread support behind the dollars has helped
even before the money has been counted, Hickman said.
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"I get weepy at times, you know?" he said. "Sometimes it really gets to
me, just seeing it all. Everybody has just jumped in. It's just incredible
the way people are trying to help out here."

Those who have survived school shootings said they found a few N\
¢diamonds in the rubble made of their lives: scattered realizations_that > O J
they were not alone. - [

In Paducah in December 1997, as she dealt with the schoolyard murder
of her 15-year-old daughter, Kayce, Sabrina Steger was suddenly
unable to function beyond grief. How do you pay bills in such a time?
How do you even go to work? Without her even asking, Steger was
relieved of most of those daily obstacles. Bills stopped showing up in
her mailbox. Funeral expenses just went away.

Looking back now, the community's help was a key factor in her
getting through those dark days, she said.

"It was very helpful," she said.

" At the time that you're going through that state of shock, it's hard to
make a lot of decisions. We would get things in the mail saying not to
worry about this bill, or something like that. I never got a hospital bill
for my daughter. Honestly, I can't say for sure how many of the bills
were just forgiven and how many were paid by the fund. No one has
ever really talked about the money to us.”

In a time when neighborliness is often cast as a crumbling
anachronism, it's possible Columbine families will come to realize, as
Steger's fam11y did, that:th&y livein a caring society-willing to help —
them return'to somethinglike peace; she said.

"The thought never occurred to me that people would do that at the
time," she said.

"Seventeen months later, though, knowing what this community does
any time anybody's in need, it's not surprising. It's a pretty good
community."

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Columbine beneflt nets $50,000

By Adam Schefter
Denver Post Sports Writer

May 14 - Enough bad came out of the April 20 tragedy at Columbine
High School. Now there's some good.

<Denver Broncos:defensive end Harald Hasselbach, cornerback Ray -

Crockett and their respective wives Aundrea and Apr11 hosted a dinner

and auction at the Inverness Hotel and Golf Club on Friday mght that
¢raised more than $50,000 fora Columibine scholarship-find,_~

Most of the money was raised by the auction. An autographed Wayne
Gretzky jersey went for $4,500, an autographed John Elway jersey
fetched the same price, and an autographed Terrell Davis jersey went for
$2,100.

Yet it was a nonsports item that commanded the most interest, the
highest bid, and the event's most memorable moment.

Brandi Vitez, a 14-year-old Columbine student, donated her personal
collection of dozens of Beanie Babies.

The bidding for the basket opened at $1,000, quickly jumped to $2,000,
then to $3,000 and $4,000 until it finally was sold for $5,000. The
winning bidder was Pro Bowl guard Mark Schlereth of the Broncos.

When he collected his basket of Beanie Babies, Schlereth turned around
and walked over to Vitez's table. He handed it back to her with a hug and
a kiss.

"I don't know what the big deal was," a grinning, shrugging Schlereth
said after receiving a standing ovation. "It was my wife's money."

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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_ Columbine accentuates the positive Girto!
Wg%ﬂ f:flﬁf By Neil H. Devlin
SERCH Denver Post High School. Sports Editor

el AL géga%! ‘May 16 - ENGLEWOOD - They have become quite the story, these

PREP$ Columbme Rebels g1rls soccer players
G4 BAK T " -
. Indeed, as survivors of the tragedy at the school April 20, they have
%ﬁ% ’ ﬂg dealt with unbelieveable heartache for some so young, they have been
YWEBPORT hounded by worldwide media, their school still remains severely
% GO BALK damaged and a crime scene, they are sharing classrooms with Chatfield
in order to finish the school year and they are, well, trying to get on
with their lives. :

~ That's a lot for a bunch of teenagers.
Oh, by the way, they are just plain good soccer players, too.

That was evident Saturday in the Class 5A state semifinals. The Rebels
dispatched Northglenn 2-0 at Pirate Stadium to advance to Tuesday
night's Class 5A championship game.

This is a special group, which now stands:16=1=1"How much so? Just
ask Frank DeAngelis. The school principal, himself a former Rebels
baseball coach who guided them to two state championships, senses
something about these particular girls.

"Absolutely," DeAngelis said when asked if the team is using the
unique circumstances as a rallying point. "We want to accentuate the
positive. They want good things to happen.”

DeAngelis realizes the Rebels girls' soccer players were the first .~ f\ [sF +
J4 leumblne team to get back into their season-after the incident: They™ = % .
“handled it well then.and-have- gotten better-each time - all victories.~ =

//\

Therefore they appear to be the main symbol of the Rebels re-emerging Vegﬁvﬂq
as a Colorado sports power, which they have been for years, despite the

fact the rest of the school's sports teams this spring had to go through

the same thing.

But these girls seem to be handling it best.

"They could do it," DeAngelis said about the possibility of the Rebels
girls winning 1t all in big-school soccer. "They were the first ones to
get back playing. There's something about them."

Columbine officials continue to be cautious when seeing their sports
kids get interviewed. Either DeAngelis, athletic director Kevin Land or
coach Peter Horvath like to be right there when players are asked
questions. -

Who can blame them?

Horvath is a veteran on the Colorado coaching scene for both
schoolboys and schoolgirls. You might have seen on television April
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20. He was out front on Pearce Street in Littleton, walkie-talkie in
hand, working with officials at the scene.

He knows his kids winning it all will make a nice story, yes, but the
loss of lives certainly won't be the main reason.

"We're doing what we set out out to do back in February, really after
we lost to Arapahoe (in the finale) last year," Horvath said.

After all, the coach insisted, "we returned eight starters . . . (making the
championship game) has been planned. Everything that has happened
leading up to Tuesday has been in the works."

Look at Green Mountain, Horvath said, the Rebels' Jefferson County
League rival and foe in Tuesday's title game. "It's no surprise they're
~here," he said. "You could have seen that two months ago."

Many Rebels soccer players agree. And they have their work cut out
for them - Green Mountain and Columbine tied (1-1 and 0-0) the last
two times they played.

Saturday, the Rebels generally controlled play throughout the contest
against Northglenn, which knocked off defending champion Arapahoe
earlier last week. But Columbine played a lot of the game in the
Norse's end, cut off scoring chances to them and made enough rushes
to keep Northglenn on its heels.

"Defensively, we were strong," Horvath said. "We missed some of our
own scoring chances but I thought we played well."

Kern Weaver made it 1-0 on a header off a nice pass by Pam Karakusis
in the 11th minute, then Layne Newton sealed it in the second half on a
penalty kick.

Said Newton: "I love taking PKs . . . I know I'm going to score.”

She did and the Rebels can score really big against the Rams on
Tuesday.

"We have very similar styles," Horvath said. "It should be a structured
game, using the midfield players, built on skill and tackling. It should
be a game that people will want to watch, I think."

Horvath also noted that the Green Mountain staff and players "have
been very helpful and very supportive of everything we've been
~ through."

Obviously, a Columbine victory in two days will make a lot of
newscasts - and rightfully so.

“And.theywi ‘will have done.it with everybody Watchlng Lo

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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o “Columbine victin on long road back
e SITE THBER
SEACH By Ann Schrader
4 BACK TO NEWS Denver Post Medical/Science Writer

. May 15 - Two. "shadows" on top of a hill shot at’Lance Kirklin, Sean -
L RELATED .~ Graves-and Dan Rohrbough as they walked out of Columbine I ngh

- Columbine main page School's cafeteria door on Apr11 20.

- Columbine archive

. . Kirklin, fighting the pain of a massive shotgun blast to his jaw and
- AP special section  peck figures he was conscious for about 2 minutes after the shooting.

- How to share your

thoughts "At first, I thought it was a senior prank," Kirklin said Friday, speaking
quietly and occasionally touching the bandage over the tracheotomy

- Contribute to The  hole that remains in his throat. "But I was already shot."
Healing Fund

- How to get help

Aside from the life-threatening blast to his face, Kirklin also was hit by
9mm bullets to his chest, right leg, left knee and left foot. Doctors said

- Victim funds that if he hadn't gotten to the hosp1tal when he did, he would have bled
. : .  to death.

- Join the discussion in

Your Voice

"It looks like he may have been shot by three different weapons,”

- Create a memorial although that will be determined by law enforcement authorities, said
page Dr. Gene Moore, chief of trauma surgery at Denver Health Medical
Center.

Moore called Kirklin's injuries "very complex." The 16-year-old could
be ready for discharge from the hospital within a week, but recovery
could take two years. His hospital bill already is estimated at $1
million. He is not covered by insurance.

Kirklin's recovery is a "miracle," said Moore, who added, "The people
who deserve credit here are Lance and his family." '

Kirklin has undergone 30 hours of surgery and only Tuesday was
moved from Denver Health's intensive-care unit. Moore said three
shotgun pellets migrated from his face to his heart. Two of the pellets
have been pumped out to his lungs, and the third remains in the right
chamber of his heart. "They don't pose any significant risk," Moore
said.

Maxiofacial surgeon Stephen Batuello said Kirklin will have "at least"
six more surgeries to repair and reconstruct his jaw and neck. "It's a
tough road," Batuello predicted, with years of physical and psychiatric
therapy ahead.

Bone and skin from his leg have been grafted to fill in his jaw wound,
which Batuello called "a crater." A hole hasn't filled in yet, so Kirklin
is being fed through a tube.

Kirklin wants nothing more than to be able to drink apple juice, since
"there's a hole in my face, so it just drips out."

Still, Kirklin said he decided to speak publicly for the first time Friday
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because he wanted people to know "I'm doing really good." He added
that he had to relearn to walk, adding, "I'm walking good now."

Kirklin said he headed outside to smoke that day, and his buddies
Rohrbough and Graves went with him. "We were outside the commons
area, the cafeteria, at the bottom of the hill," Kirklin said.

The shooters were at the top of the hill. The three friends were shot
from about 15 feet away, Kirklin estimated.

Rohrbough, hit in the leg and back, died.

Graves was hit in the abdomen and back and has been hospitalized at
Swedish Medical Center. He has suffered bruising and swelling to his
spine and has lost sensation in his lower body. He has complained,
though, about pain in his foot, a good sign, though doctors still don't
know the full extent of the damage.

Kirklin doesn't remember anything about his heroic rescue by Littleton
Fire Department paramedics, but they have since become friends.

Monte Fleming, Jerry LoSasso and John Aylward, who braved gunfire
to rescue Kirklin and Graves, have visited Kirklin. The teen wore a
Littleton Fire Department T-shirt to Friday's news conference.

¢ Kirklin’vowed to return to Columbine, where he'll be a junior in the
fall. :

"T'll be back," he said.

~And-he'had a message for Graves:-"I-know-it's hard;-but-you'vejust-got—>
(S e g TR TS T T = P R T gy s e
-+ to'push’yourself and work hard'to get back to normal." ==
Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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“Foley's gift- boosts Sanders scholarshlp‘»

FRONTPAGE ’
. HITEINDEX ———— et
SEARCH
: By Beth DeFalco
4 BACKTO NEWS Special to The Denver Post

May 14 - The Foley's department 'store chain announced Thursday. if.-

L RELATED ~has-donated-$50,000 to-a business scholarship fund-in-the name of —
- Columbine main page- Dave Sanders; the Columbine High business teacher and coach killed
- Columbine archive il the April 20 massacre at the school

- AP special section  "We want to do everything we can to uphold the testament of his life,"

- How to share your said James Griesemer, dean of the University of Denver's Daniels

thoughts College of Business. "Dave Sanders will leave the enormous legacy of
ideals for which he stands."”

- Contribute to The

Healing Fund fStartmg next school year, the scholarship will be awarded annually to-a.”

" Columbine High School-graduating senior who plaiis to Tiajor in
- How to get help L~

NIRRT busmess at DU. ‘Recipients, chosen by Columbine educators and DU's
- Victim funds “business dean, will receive $6,000 per year for four years.

- Join the discussion in

¥ . The department store also will match up to $50,000 in donations from
our Voice

employees and associates made through the end of this year.

- Create a memorial
_ page "The outpouring of stipport makes me proud to_be a member of this
_~community;" said Columbine Pnnc1pal Frank DeAngelis. "This will
Lilelp put'us on'theToad to recovgry '
"This is exactly the kind of memorial that Dave would appreciate,” said
Sanders' widow, Linda. She selected the DU College of Business for
the scholarship and was on hand Thursday to receive several gifts from

Columbine students on the Foley's Teen Board.

"Dave had two families - his own children and all the students at
Columbine High School," she said. "There were so many times he used
the term "my kids' when referring to the students in his classroom and
the athletes on his many teams."

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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'We are strong, united'

By Mark Edd '
Denver Post étaff Writer

May 3 - It's time to heal. Bathed in intermittent sunlight, the students,
teachers and staff of Columbine High School promised to emerge from
the darkness of the recent massacre and take back their school as well
as their shattered lives.

"Turn around for something better. Children give up don't you ever ...
‘Take the light into your room. Cast a candle on your doom," Todd Park
Mohr, of Big Head Todd and the Monsters, sang as he and his band
opened Sunday's memorial event. All three band members graduated
from Columbine and Mohr's words set the tone for a memorial that was
a celebration of life and future.

Song inspires cheers

And in words heard often the past two weeks, Columbine student
Jonathan Cohen sang, "Columbine, flower blue. Columbine, there's
hope for you." When he finished the song he'd written with his brother,
Steven, the estimated 3,000 participants jumped to their feet, cheering
and clapping.

Tom Johnson, a teacher at the high school and close friend of slain
co-worker Dave Sanders, told the crowd he had a picture of Sanders in
his head. Arms wide and hands gesturing emphatically, Sanders was
sending a message to the friends and students for whom he'd given his
life.

"OK, it's time to let the healing begin," Sanders was telling them in
Johnson's vision.

It had been just 12 days since Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold walked
into their school armed with two shotguns, a pistol and pipe bombs and
murdered 12 students and one teacher before killing themselves.

But standing on a stage bordered by 200 columbine plants and
surrounded by the majestic red rock formations of this natural
amphitheater, students and teachers, their voices strong and
unwavering, promised they would not let the massacre define their
lives.

"I will not allow this tragedy to erase the 27 years of excellence that
Columbine High School represents,” Principal Frank DeAngelis
vowed. "We will continue to live by our motto of "Stretch for
Excellence."

:DEA_rTgé]fé promised a bright future. "Coluribine will be-even stronger:—

._We survived;-we prevailed-and-we-have hope to-carry-forward-...-We >

./~ will' b€ an éven stronger Columbine.from this_day forward **The horror

of the massacre has bound students and faculty together and in that
bond, there is strength, said Jon DeStefano, Jefferson County Board of

http://www.denverpost.com/news/shot0503b.htm
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Education president. "Together we will heal because we are strong, we
are united and we are all Columbine," he said to the crowd's cheers.

There was frequent laughter as students shared stories about their their
classmates.

Matt Houck talked of sneaking out for a cigar with his best friend, Dan

Rohrbough. The novice smokers used an entire book of matches before

they finally got a few puffs out of the stogie. Even though his brother
spotted them as they were walking down the street, and the cigar sent
tendrils of smoke into the air as they hid it behind their backs, they
never did get caught, Houck said, laughing at the memory. "We had a
lot of crazy times together and this is the Dan I will always miss,"
Houck said.

Steve Trujillo remembered the first time he saw Isaiah Shoels. The two
juniors were at football practlce and Shoels definitely made an
impression.

"He was quite possibly the smallest person I'd ever seen in my life,"
Trujillo said. "He was small in stature but big in heart." Nick Baumgart
informed the audience that he had been given just one minute to tell
them of Rachel Scott.

"I wanted to start with what she wasn't. She was never intrusive, never
assuming, never cruel, never insincere ...," he said, wasting no time.
"This has been the one minute version of Rachel Scott. And believe
me, the 17-year version is a heckuva lot better.” Student after student
drew laughter from the crowd as they recounted a special story or
kindness or attribute of a lost friend. The dead will be missed, they
said, but they will live in the hearts of their friends.

Wishes for healing also went out to the 23 students who were injured
in the shootings. And administrators promised they will do everything
in their power to make sure their schools are safe. "We will establish a
school safety task force to make our schools safer," DeStefano said.
"And students, as we go about making our schools safer, I promise we
will not make them prisons." Columbine teachers and students will go
back to the classroom today for the first time since the shootings. Their
school, which is still a crime scene and was heavily damaged by
bullets, bombs and water from fire sprinklers, is closed They'll finish
the school year at Chatfield High.

"It's time to get back up on the horse," DeStefano said, trying to ease
their fears. "I promise you, you will be safe. We will be there with
you."

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Record Type: Record

To: Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: Columbine

As a former Colorado resident, | offer you the following unsolicited and probably unhelpful local
knowledge:

Columbine's mascot is the Rebels. Not the rebels of the south in the Civil War, but Rebels of the
Revolutionary War. Big difference to Columbine students.

/ Chatfield, Where the leymbme studer)ti:are now attendmg classes, is'Columbine’s big-rival—Even—

though Chatfield has been mcredlbly supportlve some good nature humor my go over weII wnth the—~w
Columblne students g ;

As | said in the meeting, the girls soccer team will play in the state finals on Tuesday night.

Contrary to reports in the news media, Columbine is not in the city of Littleton. Columbine is in
unincorporated Jefferson County. They have no mayor, city council, etc, are are happy about that.
Littleton is actually in Arapahoe County, but it |s the nearest city.
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Together in prayer ' | Fr ?sﬂma‘"-hOPEd
B e T aviation would
take him higher
By Bty Caulk : '

Neas Staf Writer

-Stcven. Curnow, a 14-year-old froshunan

- who loved avigtion and soccer, was one of
those who dicd at Columibine High Sclit al

. the hanils of unmen Tuesday, C

“His drcam’ was lo join
become: a pilot of an 1-16,"
his family eaid in 8 statement

_ Thursday, “He Joved any-
thing that had Lo do with fy-
Angﬂpd the military."”.

' & also had a passion for
the Stur Warg-movies, recit-
ing the actors’ lince alfter
mulliplo viewings. .

Hes collcdedgl'xnlls about .
Uie ovicr and reread them rogularly.
The new Star Wars thavie is duc to delun -
May 18, and he was anticipaling it cagetly,
. his family said. o
He also enjoyed soccer, and Worked pari-
Ume as & soccer referee.
‘. "He played from. the time he wag five,,
. through the YMCA and later for Club Col-
umbine, now the Rush,” the family's slate-

. Ment azid. "Whon he kicked (he ball it was

* |- like a rcket coming at you. Other players -
B ;;[1}:1 duck or fall to the ground if hil by the

L,

The family thanked the cvmmunity for its
suppurt, saying it was especially helpful dur-
ing the family's wait for news about Uieir
son. N ‘ N

"It wisi'L the news we wanted bo hear, but
all of the volunecrs from the various agen-
ciea nd the community were a wealth of -

*" sunpon forus,” ey xaid. :

They added, “He wax 3 great kid and il's
hard to imaginte life without him in it." :

Family tiembers wem not aviilahle for
further cumrnent .

There was no word about funeral scrvices,

‘Football player
-was sweet, shy,

| friends recall

. . B L K . 'liﬁ;\ma“ Fanke i MNows ; sc-u' gy ,‘l. z:u;a&;::m‘?, ' - -
Columbine High sludents Andy MitDonald, len, and Kent Kochisimeicr kneel in prayer Thursday at a snow-caverod memon- - Fricnds described Matthew Kechier ns

"8l near the school, Hundreds of sludonta have tuken tme to lcmcmper. those Killad ond wounded In Tucsday's shootings, . swcctf shy guy wh playes oco et 0

TN L He wag in. the library with friends. at
" . Cotumbine Jligh Schoul when he wns gunned

[l down Tuesday, ’ o L .
“He's just e svally nice "!

kid," said classmalc Alayma

‘[1¢'s not an outs
* epuken jock kind of guy. He's
- really subdued. He's just a
really sweet guy, kind of shy”
" Muscoline eaid Keghter, a §
sophaingre, was well-liked,
- was cluse friends with mony.  Keemer

Rornafl . DeFoster _ Pomitng

WILLED AT COLUMBINE - Vo blerSoflhc {ootball leam and worked at a pizea
o ; . . " oo . place. . .

o Cnsgie Bemall, 17, A jtmiar, pte m Ketly Flanung,. 18, Shrwas en i D Sianders, 42. The langtima - M Jolin Tomiin, 46. The sophomore ° “He's a wonderful, wonderful young nian,
ollen Studivd Juring the noon iyt it * BspIARg sonmwriter and putha? wie conch and lostlerpithimsellInthe  wes descaded by his felheres “s - - Ope of the best,” said a neighbor who agked
th échiol library -~ gite of the worsl * - wicte eéures of poams and shor sto- e of firo white shepherding atleas perectson, . - -~ thal her name not be used “You couldn'l have
volenep, - . ) fes. - . 100 sludents to safery. M Lauen Townsend, 18, Asenior, asked for a wicer child.” .

. B Steven Cumow, 14, The fleshmin . @ Matthew Keehler, age ungwilable.  m Rachel Scou, 17. Afunior, hefrud: e loved animals, Shakwapoara and Neighbora frequently saw Matthew and lijs ©
wanied © be a print and was lookang  The euphumere had good grdes, Aclife Legend parkod oulside the wvolicybol, . .. younger bruther playing bagkethall in U\:i.l'
{orward 19 soqing Uie nuw Star Wars played toothall 404 “everyono ioved school was covered with flowers and — m Kyle Velasquez, 14, Information %r £ planng .
mae, o him” : o batigons es 8 memonal. i aboul Kyla was unavallable Thurs- Lveway. : irhiA sludent.” -

- B Coney OcPooter, 17. An At-Ament.. * i Dan Rulubough, 15. The reshman - m Isakah Blimls, 10, The wiso-crack-  dlay. . L 1 ul'lduuhmd,ll:_\.v:,: a rtrwight-A stwdent,
€0 by, liis 15-year-old g4 L fled wila sl down nulsids U school o5+ .Ing GeNiGl wes A bomyhulider Wo . m Usn Mausar, 15, Astphormem, the ncl'ﬁhbor said. “}lix parents had nothing .
from tes magingre unhanmed. Ho- ;1 U two BUnmnnbegan the. Bime v ir hearmed of Beaoming & Musio oxe:, - - (N SIrlghiA owdbont epn ok anyt | bul gl words to say alxul hime This is jugta

|
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At Columbme ngh unpromptu mcmonal |

o 5'

gives expressmn to community’s gnef

By1 'nm Grego ) o
Newn Sigf Writer > !

. Al Columbine High School, the memunnf

grow:

llouquctn and stuffed animals lie in -~
motinds, The ettow has been ampled into
hrown mush by hundreds wha hiave come
because they don’t know what else todo or
where clae to go. And on the memorig]
- wall, the ink o? writtei) prayerd has rup
lnzcthcr in o inconsprehensible waik:

Tlundreds of thousanda of words have

" heen writich about (heze deaths, Nune nre

" mlaquate. Nothing can prparc the penple

- "+ who comg here for the sucket punch

pml For the finality that greete lhem

] can’y rhanzc anythma Ycai'tdodny- .

thissg for them, " @ weeping woman who
never knew the dead chxldmn saya,
“Ihereis nothing J cap aay™ |
Svme come here because thay-know
* whal lies shead for the families of these
children, They know what it’a like Lo walk
into their child's room and rmd nothing bul
" gilcnee, They knhow what it is Lo ycoop

s s Dy

,’ra)amus from Uhe floor to bury their Iacea .
.In the folda of cotlon, Lo hreat
To any that Kelly Fleniing loved Lo wiite:.

e deep,

pueiry cannot begin Lo convey the sudden

-beauty of her bashhl smile. b say that

Dan Ruhrhough was a good son, that Steve
Cursiow laved Star Wars and thal Cassic
Hernall loved God caunot capturs the
aweetness of their laughter or the realiza-
Lion Wiey will never ngain hug their pareiits
and know that, in that place and for that

-mnment, they ere gafe. ln the collection of

facts. in Lhe black-and . white yearhook pho
tos arc only glimpses of Lhe adults lhuy

.-never hirl a chance to become,

Someonc nameod Mattliew Plillips

wrute a long pooni about the students and .

the teacher who dhed Loying ts save them,
He mounted it gn Pay-Gin orange paper
and cinefully sealed itin plastic, [t i ieaal
Lhe foal of the memorial wall,
“They dance seross your rncmnnrs. s

wrate, * l'hry Jeave foo(pnnta |n your -

thoughts,"
:And they nlways WI"-

A&B l - . Lot

- TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

CASSIE BERNALL
“The most beauliful blue-eyed rmgel n hem)en

Clns::junlov T Lo

he will forgver he rcmcmbcrcd s the
irl who died for her fith, the one who *
looked hey k:ller in the eye and sand 'Yos, 1
believein God," o

She never said annlhrr word.

In lhe days thal have folowed her dcath,
dorens of young Uhristians have taken
slrength fmm Cossin's :lrrng(h,

Her parents, alsn devowt Christians, say
they. too, believe thit (ind had A purpose m
taking Céxsie fram them,” .

"“We nrepmud of her, and we will pmnful-

"l miss her.” Brad Bernall said in  statc-
* ment. " -

*She was Lruly our little buddy.”
A few ycare ago, Cnaale m:ghl nul have
becn ablc to angwer "'yas” to the killer's

fqueallon She was fascitiated by wmhmft,

| Cassie
Oernall,
R with
N Iriend
"Kristal
Ma)- -
lookis,
during a
trip with |
their -
youth
group.

involved "in the dark aide of things,” h:r

- friend Crystal Woodinan s#id.

"Then she started gelling inta chiuzeh
and then her wholu life was God und -,

- Jesus,"” she said, “She was smazing.”

Her friends remembher her long blond

~hair, how beautiful she lanked in her favor-
* ile bluc shirt with the lowers across the
- fremt, the cloth bracelct sl ware with the

leliers “WWID" — What Would Jesus Do?
*God spoke 10 her mum and Lold her she

| was 0 glad she was with hirn in heaven,”

Crystal spid, “She u;uxtsmnlmg. and she's
au happy.

ST want yun Lo wrile this, | want you to

. say that Cassie is the most beautiful blue-

oycd bland-haired angel in heaven,”
— 7um Griego

STEVEN CURNOW

" ‘Star Wars fans plan tu:lzet tnbute far one of their own

Clang: I‘Rn'-hﬂwﬂ
Am1d

: 'l'I- anly thing they lcmwnbau!Slnven ls U\al
. Bhe

was a Sty Wars fan, lutUst's enuugh, - 7| |
- Staven's death has prompled Siar Wars =

fana actuss the evuniry to iry to do some- ©
thing in his memory On one Internct bul-*
letin Ixmn), [ans are planning tn buy an cxtm
" ticket bo F;pisods I: The Fhantom Menacs in
. Stevan's name and give it 10 somconc atnnd-
{ny infine,
“May Hle Hirre bie wilh Steven, ane per-
- ponwiote. 'May (..od be there tn comlort -
"himand his pacents.”
‘Stevenwasn't cven old cnough to drive,’
huy he way Imkmg forward Lo the day he -
© owonld fly.
" Helovedall lhmus an(bomr ﬁomStar
- WWrs Lo Stealth Gghters,
11c loved Luké Skywalker and Han Snlu
" e wag collecting Star Wars books: He

touldn’t wait until the new Star Hars mnv:e ,

camc out go he could memonze it Just hke
Uee aithesx..

le wanted (obcmmraNavy lot—F— .,

14 were his bird of chinice. Healso loved a

’ guod st of kowcer. He hinl playest the pme
. wince he was 5 and had developed a kick so ¢

‘powerfut he anild scnd his opponcnits

sprawling with the speeding ball,

He had Juat become a sncoer referee. m
Clearn the game a Jittle hetlerand procked -
some spending moncy,

“Steve was dnhpht to know" hls hmnly ’

saidin astatcment, “He wae 60 goud with,,
vounger children. He had a amile lIm{ (5K i

touched everyane whu kneyw hirg, L'\ T I

tninisgine life without hitninic”

- 1)»u (‘nqw

K

rs ]aps plan a tribute 10 'thei 142
ar-old Columbine Hign m-é.pn)é

(AR L A X]

“His family and .

- brave,” hia lathor, B

.GOREY DFPOOTER : :
- He was not one to step back frum conﬁantatzrm S

mul'lunlul
m.ﬂ PR

orey would
have made a
ood Marine, |
hen the lwa - |
gunmen enl.ered

the library aud .
opened fire, he
never panlckcd

frienda boliave he-
died trying tn *,
shield tomeone.
else from guafire.
‘He waa :

Neal, 8pid, “Even
for thatage,
Somctimes kids
are foolighly
brave, but he was
nol one to step
back (rom cons
frontation.’

* Neal DePooter’

. thinks his son was

‘happy the day e died, For munth:’. Catey
had Wotked parl time ata gn]f(uursc, Ravs

. ing his money to huy his first cor, 3 Mus-

tang. Ho aven had onc plcked oul from lhe

“claesificd ada,

"The ay he died wa-; lhe tlay w we were
going (o get the Joan,"” Neal Dcl-‘ootcr

R Jagait oy 1
Hhex - ey warnot a shykid. ch.hkndlo-..a.,,
Hkuhq doved adventure. Mo and his beate.-

. vojed all the wayinOklahomatd,
¢ izh. llg’sthmg was Insl.sltil passion. o

- s —

Corey DePooter shcwed oft his catch (rom a recent ﬁshlng Excursion,

Ho was llnplllg to Gtk bix grandfather into
rlng 8 buat 10 Lhe {wo of them could &
shuny,
Tle also liked to hunt and golf, He
warked at the Raccoon Creek Goll

* Courae, operating the mower and nlunx

bunkers.
"llv 5 Ieft an awfyl big holc inour

af, (lives," his @thersaid, YPul we hava como
H1u the tonclusion thdl'sincche lived d big
B RI(IP]- hohadne mzmla. HReliveddilo toits
viallest.”

FE A R T
S, .Imn (mrgo
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“KELLY FLEMING MATT KECHTER

- pocarclully crafted.

" birth and

Arigel on Larth’ ' had Just begun wrztmgher life etmy

Clgea: wphmmn
ago: 16 Coe
K ly Pleinin was working on her aulo--
blugnr he had started with her
gollen Ls age B, ..

Then, two gunnien
felled her, cooaling a
Leagic pusiseript to her ¢
life slory.

A 16-year~old snphtp
more, Kelly loved to . .
writc pocms and shott :
storics,

Heor gmenl.u uul she.
oftcn shared her wark *
with them and dn-amcd
of gtling something .
published.  * \

‘Thoy have saved it
all on her home com-
puler. .. Kn

Shestill speakelo
them in the words she

. Writing was more -
than a passion for Kelly, .
it was 3 way forashy.
gitl Lo express heesel(
She was especially
tlose to her math
teacher, Jud Blatchford,
wha will be a pelibearer
at her funcral today,
"She was otie of the

Kelly Meming,
saphomora, loved to wrile pocms
and shor storles and was worklng
on her aulobiography, .

. kindest aludcnks ['ve

Dau Rohrbough was nyplcal teenmger -

-temths, Suc Petrone asked hier only aom

- homc from his school lncker.

) pictenip hearthreaking shrinc toa boy i

. someday =9 he could msmll w fabulous car,

- wanted to do with his fife.”

Lhdiles played sthoelhhikby
- aticks u.‘.’mz hattled nnrnnnlhcrlr}w:&\ﬂ

 ever had,” Blatchford sald,

A shrine to Kelly at het vigil revealed
rts of her personnlity, There was a rain-
[:m l!ume 13aby, a small baby doll, a large:

" teddy hoar with a'red sincking cap end
serf, and a video of the movic Titanic,
Kelly yeariied {0 own'a car, and every

dime ghe carned went inla her car {und.

She L-Dllldn t wait to lake mad trips acréss -
: the conntry, Aycllow . -
Corvalte wonld have
heen the ideal wheels,
but she liked Mustnngs,

H er uncle, Rhy )
F Icmmg, recallad that
. Kelly’s wants wera
ainule. On his Jagt vialt
with het, lie asked *
wheu,x'tr she wanted to
‘gu skiing or to Coors . *,
Ficld or to 8 Broncos
wame, . .
*.The zoo would be
rl’.l fect, she: said, Thoy
ad 2 wonderfu] time.
Kelly is survived by |
her garoma. Dan and
PeeDec Plcmlng, and
her 18-year-old risler,
Erin. Her mother
desénibed her ag an
; “an el on Harth,” .
- 1 was p sweet Irish
8 16-year-old Fn‘l with an mnof.enl.
1eart.
Her.(3mily and
Ariends send herinto
thenext hfc Wllh Lhe
£ lnah 2] g Uit "May
the road rise to greel. you. May tho wind be
always at ynur back "
~ —Katie Herwiy Mz(,mnmon

A b'é.’ guy with bzggoals who always had a smzle' i

-Clazs: :nphnmom g R

Age: 18

Mutt chhtcr was A blg guy with h)g
Roals. He was a juniot vacsily line.
man on the Columbine foutball team but
had IIN ey un the varsity spot, Jic was a
sbraight- A student who was studying in
the ﬂu rary Lhe last day of his life,

Ho worked hard, studied hand, played
hmd

“Healways had a smile,” onc of lun

foolhall texmmatcs said at a ]
vigil Friday.

Dusing 8 teamn phota sussinn, (he coach
nskcd all the playeu L puton Lhﬂr '

“moan gamc faces,"”-

- Matl cauldn't. .

" lk lncd, the tcamniate sand "lle

Stralght-A
atudent
Malt
Kachterwas -
a rosorva
lineman on
the .
Columbine
High School
-team who
" had his oye
-,‘onamamng o
SPOI .
J
e )
Hi-\v we .,

.

Joved to smlle.
Football coach Andy lnwry wllcd Matt '
“the nealest kid in the world,™ .
"Ilc wagn't the type of kid Lhat would
come out and eay things, but his actions
brought out the bast ih peaple.
“Maybe God had a plan. He only took
uil:i kids that could handie it, the great
5."
At the vigil, onc of his family members
said sho had told Matt she loved hisnon -
the morning of the day he died,
“And he anawered Lack, ‘1lave you,
too.'
“| kinew lhal he alwayi loved me, hyt 1
was rcally shiocked. He doesn't say, ‘1 love
you,’ except on holmaye and on my births
day. And now he's gone.” :
— Dnn Griegoand Tillie Fang ’

e

DAN ROHRBOUGH .-
“There are so many thzngs he wanted ta da wzlh hzs hfe

dut hushmun
Age:1B -

He wasn'Uin any hurey o Bive his,
mother his achool ||Im(u= :
They had been taken in the fall, For

whether she could sec the plictures, -
For months, Den forgot to Lriny lhem

Until Naesday, ' '

" Before Dan left for xchool lhm mnmmg,
he pulled the piclures tmm his backpack. ",

Now that 2¢hool portrail ls the canler- .

who dicd a6 a freshman in hxgh schml

 Danwasjustls. .

" Even 80, ho hdd Wready become a geniua
wilh electronics, Every day alter school, he
worlced with his dad, Brian Rnh.dxough H,'
hli shop, Exqalﬂ:ur und, -

: Dan ¢ovld design 3 magnificent homo, e
theater, anr he couldn’t whit to et 5 car * 02,

steren, .
“He;usl Luined 15 on Man h 2.'meo *

s3d Uint he'll never drive,” Suc Prtronc

saith " Thore are 80 m.my lhlngs thatbe | -

Altor graduatin fll'llllCOlumlnne”wh
School an hopc to watk full Gine wuh

his dad B

A qulet happy kid, Dan hada wry sense
"{"“"mtl* mum (gmzm

l(ll 8 11 wine f 2 ang

do games for hour: and uvrrdoscd an

Oen Rohrbough, Hho wrnea 15 last’-
motith, helpad in. higlfather's sound
buslness. '.'.,' o .

Orlnge,luhus dnnks wlnlc they pretended |-

- o dutheir homework, Every summer he
vlslh:d his mndparcnte 8t their Kmmas
131N i 3
Dan was pmbahly oncof the firet vlc.
tims. e wrg walking oulside to have lunch
in the park when the gunmen licaded ify.
They shot Dan in the back az he Lned 16’
. TUnaway,
1lis drath wag the moat puhhc As heliv
cuplers hovered ovcrhead, lie lay crunpled
“un the pavement, .
"] jusl wanted to}u pich him upand hug
"him and say, ‘You'di nolhmg to deﬂme
" thia, " Petrune wiil.
Now she ¢an only pray for Dan and allthe
Mht r families experiencing such anguish.y
,'I'm just foousing ot thqlove iatdhsVe -
ﬂ' yeonﬂ'uhu.saxdx JLawa ulmfmﬂi dnhh ]
"t
(m‘\ oy \ Qrﬁ- Kam Kenoin Mc(,hmmm

DAVE. SANDERS

e e m Bl ey s

25-year business lwcher coach was somethmgspecml '

Columblnu :
business
teacher /'’
Dava "'

-| 'Sanders
poses with,
hiswife, . .
Uinda, ina .
Christmas
Eva photo,
Sanders was’
a 28-year
‘veleran of -
Columbine’,

Agat 47

Il Dave Snndcra aver wailled to do Wu )
teach,
That'a what he did fmm lllc mument hc

- walked into Columbine 45 years ago lu Lhe

moticnt hie rushed from Uie faculty lnung;
yelling for studente Lo run from Lhe gund

men who hunted them. Ile continued -
waliiing atudenls eveir as he was shot,
nhoou\g them from the cafeleri m befom
atumbling into a nearby roum. Vet

Sanders died on 4 elaysruom nuor sur-
reuinded hy 1he Stathents he loved, gazing
at a picturc of the family hc adored,

Sandcra gpent more than half his lifc al’
Gdlumbitic, tcaching there hid ehlire 2 "1"
@iahe A hiwhist't in the clakgrodad 6 liysy
wall i e atrl A fiewondl methe eobrit
he wason !lu-held Tt

NINA

"Thal was somﬂhlnz special,” former R

Cnlumbine principal Gerry Difford said.

| “Mast peaple burn outand say they can't

doils anymore. Dave neverdid.”

Sanders had three d:ughl.:r:. 10 grand-
chililven and had heen marned inhis uqfc,
Lth« for eight years. .

“Linda's birihday i today,” eaid
Sanders’ nephew, Rich Jacman. “lletold
her not Lo make any plans, b-:uu:e het was'
planning someUutﬁ gpecial. - -l

*“They used to Lell us on many nu.nslon-c
that when hey fiest saw each other; they'
knuew thal wasit, They just seemed - 5/
glow around each other. it mally RAveyou :

ope,
“It.he wasn't with Iua wilc and kids, hc

‘| was with Lhe kida at high achnol That wis -

his Ule id-le enjoyed iy g oo o
* allon ghigee Jo hrw h -H*Tl-o Gnrgal
[N \|\\ WEREY - <
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RACHEL SCOTT

Ly

TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

‘She was never, ever afrazd of bemg her oun [Jers(m

l'hulm show‘
3 irl with laugh. -

. -mguyeuﬂ.mla .

sly smile. Music,, |-
dance, poetry
and pholography.

“wete amimg hey

‘fmany passions, = -

Shewestho -

kind ofperson

, youcould con- -

« fulein lhuut 'my- -
thing withaut
fear of judzment,
herbrothere and

; uigters sy, Her.

Emmgcr beother, :
raig, cacaped

he bibrary unine

Allsha Baszore, fght, keeps thls picture of her and ﬂachel Scolt In jun:dandt.heu L

*like: his father, Michael, He was’

. his height would never hold him

sister 9o Rachel could have

‘het photo alburn it was (aken in January In the scheol cafoloria, ycdl far -
: che
Clasg: junior © gireof heg” sridn youth pas- “Shie was ajuy Lo e
AT tar it her church, Trinity - arpund,” said {m {riend, Alex.
. * Christian. “She was never, is Bentley, 15, “She was-
R\chelloy SC'-"“ was the ever t'lﬁ?ﬂd ofbcinghcrown - jnuaedible = - her nuttook on
nic i Uhe fung hat, * person.” - lile, hzr charm, hiet hve fur-
She wore hats with gusto, a The vaice-mail messageon . Gexl." .
reflection of her diamatlc - her family phonc was puro Amung Richel's dreame: lo s
stredd and bier zest i life. Rachel, - © becoame A missinpary or g
No shrinking vialct, Rachcl, “You have reachedthe ih eaunsclor; (o help kids
The diminutive 17-year<ald  homeaf Qur:.n Racheland . mn lmuble. to spread (xod'e
felt cqually athomesia . her servanis,” savs (he girt wonl. . '
speech meed or a Christian whuc\lh:d hensd[ the “pers *She will lz sp:akm&lo
yourth gronp, ernler st o ple's primcess.” e people imher e
reachingoul tosomean= who  She oce affered topay b it het father, Darvell Soult,. |
Iawked Lhe confidence u!u: sistct’s boylticnd $25 1 he “Uian she ever would have
©alwayshad, - would hurry upand marry her  alive.” . . ’
“She had this fun, ful!-ol-hlc ’ —baameRMe_mn

ISAIAH SHOELS .
. He was probably the coolest guy in thp school’

" Clms; unlor i

31

Fora muo gy lsulah wag
hard tomlss, .
. He waa Lhe one who alwnya s
sald “hi" when you passed him.',
{n the halla, who seemedta =
bounce wheq he walked, whose'
4-fool+11-inch frame bnmmcd'
with life." » P4
Hc dxcd nskmg for his mau\ .

halnl\ would have gladunted !
thia year. He wattled Lo itend | *
the Colurado Inslitute of Art | -
and hetnme b music executive

quick to make fun of his oum
height and quick to prove that -

back, lc lifled weights: 1is
fricnds say hc was one of the
strongeet guyn in school, °
always trying 1o lik people nghl 3
_off their feel. "

Just about cverybody liked . On the bus, everyone would want to sit with Isglah
hin, "because he made peoplo laugh,” sophomore Drian
“He was probably the coolest mepfer says. "He atways said something funny.”
uy in the achwl. sophomore

riah ZJixrfcr eaid,

“He rode the bus with me cvcry morn-
Ing, aud everyonc would want to gil with
Isalah becausc he made peoplo lawh. He
always said somathing funny.” . .

Isaiah s one. of the few hlack si udents
st Columbine Jligh Schoal. s killer nr-
nered him in the Jibrary, said Lhey duln L .
llke hlacks, then shol him, -

That Isaiah was killcd because he was
black haunts Michacl Shocls, He moved
his (amily to Denver 23 ycars ago to keep

" them from expericncing the sanic racism
he experienced growing up in Texax.

Whal killed [raiah? Hate, Michae)
Shorlx says.

Hate killed s buy everyone loved, .

: .. — Tna Griego

JOHN TOI'VII.IN

Tun- lovmgguy had drzvmg ambztzon sense of humor

Cinss: sophomorn :
m.‘zc Low b

Th:xr are I.h: th F’nhn 'lumhn loved: .
bascball ipaand Hible study; Chevy

trucks and four-whcclm.g. driving lhruugh o

the mud. Vs
He was a Farity among lechagers, 8 18- «

Kcudd kid who cnjoycd being a l(‘:—ycar-old

“Ilc was high on life,” 5aid the Rev. Bayd
Bvans. the yowth pagtar at Riversirde Raplist -
Church South, where John was 2 rezutara.l w
the youth program.

His mewmionia) sevvice was held Fnday He '

will be buried in Wisconsin next week,

“He was a fun-loving guy” Evons paid.
"He enjoycd driving his truckin the mud, |
That exclted him, But John was pretty quict.
He hanl the gmd-nld lny veneer, but he wa:

a Ledkdy beat inside.” -

He wra a jokester with a big wide grin. A -

" hard warker, A kid who could not be swayed -

oncc he sct his mind ta snmething.
© “Yurl of e teason he started working as
early a5 he did at 14 waa 1o pave up enough
money fur a fomrswheeel: drive Chevy picks
- up,” said Wayne Anderson, swnet of Avipa-
hoe Agres pursery, where lng bue Iy]nhn
helped hawl trees and Jond bags of woil.
Last year, Johin traveled to Juarce, Mexleo,
whese hie ielped Luild housea for the poor
Heptmnedio ,mu Lhe Army whet he
graduated.
His Giher, Jolm called hit e perfect.
. v ih el dniw e
“He wix ‘u“l goxxly” hegainh “Yoiuht ot > i
Ium 10 Wishtone car and he'd wash both.”
— That G rh:yu

N b bdmdENRAN 4 e wes s =

John Tomlin slarted working at 14 with
holx:s o $aving up for a plckup ek, Hey
traveled to Mexlco.to-help. build hotses,
| fur)aheupooes rand; planned o ijbinathes’

i Ay, .l)lml -I.M tiev o il

e . v ——— e 0 8 smdmes 4 s maee s b T e

- two older brothers and an older sister, -

LAUREN TOWNSEND .
Ammal laver dreamed of becommg a wildlife biologist

Ch:: unlor '

Agn: 18

he\lhn the benul anh l:r-un: A -

girl who could spike a volleyball: -
_ohe wninute und quoln Shakcapcam the
‘nest, . .

Lauren waa aBcniora slnp awny ’
from wllege when she was killed, And
while she hélped tend to cata and doga .
al Alocal anitnal sheller, her real dreans
wak 1o work with the lug aulmals gsa
. wildlifebivlogist, -

She waea the baby of her Inmlly, \wlh

“r ll rememher hecasn Im.lutlful '
soul,” paid Lnlhcnne Deck, sisterin.* -
- law of Lauren's stepfaiher, Bruce
Bocle, "And her bcauuful smne and
her Intelligence.” A B

"Lanten was a college recruiter's - o
* dream, Captaln of Lhe w.)leyball leain,
W\r\ncrufr sidient Clinton’s Bxcel-
Ience in Education award, member of
.the Natianal Homor ‘ioclely Her
.fricnds say she wasg well on her way lo
-becoming valediclonian of the schual,

* Her Enghsh Lteacher, Carol Samaon,’ |.
aalled hera “thin, beaumul glrl WIUlB
“delicate brauty."

"Last Suturday night, my huaband
and ] chiperoned a dance,' Samaon
recellied, "IFrom oul nf(hls maze exng
abeautiful girl in a light brown dress lo
greel l.lsm,. [(CUTEUHM VTN IR E N Y ( B

lﬂ‘.hm\rul(cdm&ppcmd inta the aw '
ctblech .’llh-mmunmy wilk suymth mq' 1l‘a

o
h‘;mml WA g Wi 7y Gnrga

oria-the. bigh 5aheal
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" KYLE VELASQUEZ

Buy lowered over parents and embraced thems with lov

Claiss: toplomore
Apo; 16 AR

. Kylc Velasquez was 3 gentle giint.
Al neuly 6 feet tall, he towered over
his man, disd and brother and loved them
with a heart s big s e was Wfl.

Just before he left hone Tucsday imora-
ing, I Lohd fuis mom what he always told
her: "1 love you, Mom.” -

‘Then he left furever. .

A ruthtess spray of gunfirc killed the 16-
year-old sophomere while he wasinthe -
schoul library, working on the computer dur-
in Tua lunch break, . .

Now Kyle's parcnts, Phyllis and Al
Velasquez, and lis largo, loving, extonded .
furmily are left with broken heartgand ..
menienios of Kyle, :

There's the picture of him when he waos
just 5 with 8 boyish John Elway. There are
he photos of l&lc'e grandparents that he /-
ways kept in his room, Afier they died, Kyle

-told hig tnomn he "nceded” their pictures,
“I'hen he lusid amall gold framea that didn't,
quite fitand mounted the photos his way.
'Phere's also the messaye hoard, where he
1¢ft his final notc to his dad and signexd il in
his swect faghion: “Lave, Kyle, XOXLXO."

Kyl dlidn't hang oul with friends much,
1{c idolized hix big bruther, Dimniel, 21. And
now that Daniel hard moved vul, Jie was

- always with his folks. "

“We traveled in threes,” Al Velnsquez
saidd, tears rushing down his face as he real-
ized anew that his threesome ia fto longer
complele,

Kyle was so Lhoughtful that when his dad
was busy working the swing shift af Conrs,
hes wuuld tape all the sports cvents his dad

"|' spending time with his paronts and his

_TRAGEDY AT

" Kyle Velasquez, a sophomote, enjoyed

21-year-old brother, Daniel.

was mi“m,f' . .
“If1liked somelling, ho likedit," A}~
‘Velasquez eaid, ' " ’
Every evening, he would kecp his mother
Sty . - '
“e's always braen kind aml gentle and
taving, This child had more hugs thap any
childi've cver known,” Phyllis Velasquez

gad. . . . .
. lee luved hia Leachers and his cats and
lux Aunt Ruse’s hoineinade tortillas, He
dreameil of someday belng a firefighterora
pilot in the 1S, Navy, in which hia father -
sceved, ST -
Now, every time a jot flies overhesd or 3
Grelruck races by or a [Muncos game is on, |
. the Velasqguez family will be thinking of Kyle.
. " — Katig Ienoin McCrimmon

COI.UMBINE. :
'DAN MAUSER
tand

‘Swee

¢ ’

.
v

qu Ten Commandments

[

Class: sophomore
Ags: 15 - -

hat kind of kid was Danic] Mauser? At
54, Francis of Cabrini Catholic Church,

there's a picture of him pesing with four
trophies. Neatby lies s spelling-bee certifi-
eatc, an award from the Golden Piano Stu-
dio Tor composilion, a certilicata fot the .
National Science Olympiad, hix lavorile
Nintendao gaines, ’

He was the kind of kid who waxsn'L afeaid
o hug his parcnts, who carnel straight A's
in the past two quarlers of schoul, who was
just as cumforlable with a mictogcape s
he was om gKis, .

The kind of kid who told his parents he
war worried about the growing number of
guns in the coustry.

Danlel
Mauser, 15,
was a
siralght-A
sludani who
wasn't afrald
tohughls .
parents and

" rakad leavos
for a neighbor
who'd had a
heart aflack,

WG - — T
3 1 - L
1 L

lm)lher'. Linda. . .
Danigl grew up in a Lree-lued neighbor- -

haar where he prayed soccer with the

olher kids on the block, : )

- "I had 3 heart attack a few years ayo, and .

he used to come down aud he Ip ine,’ .

ncighbor Ken Greenlaw saidl. "lle used o

coltie and rake the Icaves because he knew

I couldn’t.” : '
His fourth-grale religious-education

tcacher, Dianc Rakowski, siid Daniel knew

the Ton Commandments and lived by

cm,

She aid that her daughter wasin - -

- Daniel's clays and that ehe prayed her
danighler would find someonc like “sweet

and pensle” Daniel,

“Whal | wented (or my duughter waza

Danict Mauscr;” Rakowszki smd.

“He was very purc in his heart,” said hls

w. Thira Griego

INJURED o

Jankowshl .

Richars Costaldo, 17, who was liobpilalized
watl five gunsliot wounds in tha chesl, back *
and prm, was upgraded 1o fair condilion Satur:
day, * BN .

Tirough hie's poralyzcd trom thi: chest down,
hig doctoms and family are optimistic that he!f!
walk again, He undorwrnl surgary last waak.

Two elher viclime showed Improvemnent Satr
wday. .

Mark Taylor, 15, was upgraded to falf ondi- |-

" ton with frunshot wounds in tho ehost, arma |
and leg. A 13-yuar-old oy, who hes'niol beon,

identificd, was upgraded o serloll :ul‘dll[ﬂ I' o

w51, Anthony Hopital Gentear, 1 F01°

ifht ulier studefit fomaimod tolpitalized #¢
Saturday o injurigs sultertd in Tuesdoy's

shoolting nt Columbine High Schout:

*. Denvét Hoallh Matical Canter
m Lance Kirklin, 16, criticel bul stable condl-
Lo with imultiple gunshot i i

 Niaison

“witn gunshot waunds In chesl and fiver. -

@ %oxn Oravas, 15, fair condilion with n gun. -
shol wourd In the bagk and three n v:])g Lo

tare,

& Una Keainz, 18, seripuz conditlon with mulv-
ple gunshot wounds. .
m Jesnna Park, 18, fair conditinn with gunshot
wounds in [dwer @atremities,

. . &wadlsh Medical Contar

, W Valean Bennurr, 18, (wir condhlion rﬂhn}pﬁ, e

shrapnet pnd butlct wounds in hé & \‘Ab&' dNK )
abdumen and danymoy be reinazdd withif % 1

fow days. . . RITAY

m anns Maris MoohhaRer, 17, serious condilion

»

4\, amhony Hosplisl Conlenl
W Kaasy Rungyegrer, 17, sartous condition wilh |
gunshol waunds, : '
i Poldck Imland, 17, satious condilion with
punshnt woundis, .

. Cugt Bludcnts who wero shol ne [\R.

' rolonzod frum hospltals. Yiey are: " PF? i
A 1 O 2 A St E N (U T

I Jelfifar Doyle; 17 Vit b o Atk 211
w Muhal Noll, 16 ‘

a Dan‘smcnl:(on'. 17
& Mark Kintgan, 17
. m Nicale Nowlen, 16 .
‘m Stephon austin Eultanks, 17
#°Stephenic Munson, 17
m Bnan Anterson, 17

. Four peoplg who sulfered othor injuries havs
Leon relessed; L

m Nick Fass, 18, Uresled lor injuries in a 15-

foot fal, X . .
‘m Adarn Kyler, 16, treated fur sbdominal paln.

m Palricitl Nigleon, 38, leachwr, lreatad fora
chostwound.' | R
i Juykdkhkowski, 45; \apther, Trebizt Tor*
ankigly. -
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ers, messages pour
- ipfrom across country

By Gary Massaro
- News Staff Writer

The crowds keep corning‘to
Clement’ Park, leaving behind a -
teardrop for every petal a broken..

heatt for “each link in a@ﬁper 3\

chain. R
- Ol anidy young, healthy and in-
firm walk to and stop at the 3-foot-
{ high mounds of red roses, white

lilies, yellow daisies, stuffed teddy’!

bears and rabbits, placards pro-|

claiming scripture, poems and\

\prayers.

"\ Messages have poured in from

- allover. .-z

{Students in Maui, Hawaii, sent

a 2-foot-square laminated sympa-

thy card. Oregon students wrote A

'~ _messages on a plastic banner
: ?boutSfeet tall, 7 feet wide. ~ 4~

Each link" of a paper. chain
‘\strung on saplings contams a
message of sympathy. .. - S

“I'm_ keepmg my prayers for

-youin my heart,””'somecne named

Sarah wrote.

. Onabanner from Cherry Creek
High School, student Eddie Har-
mousti wrote: ““I can’t say much,

- just sorry.”

Dana Campos of Dora Moore
School of Denver wrote this on the
banner from her classmates:
“Don’t stop going on with your
life. ‘You still have a long way to

T ARNT 1Y

‘TRAEJ)Y AT COLUMB|NE

to draw mourners

- Ken Papaleo/News Staff Photographer

A Jefferson County sheriff rides his horse on a hill Monday at Clemenit Park, where people géther 1o pay their respects.

»

go” . "

. Jefferson County Parks work-
ers scattered wood chips and
. straw on the ground soggy from
snowmelt.

A snow angel melted under the

-spring sun at yet another mound

of flowers and messages and
stuffed animats.
Snow and wind have faded

some messages. :

But there are plenty more com-
ing each day with each person
who comes to the shrine to light a
votive candle, lay a bouquet or
tack up a message.

At one mound, someone put up
white plastic fencepost crosses
with the names of the 12 students
and one teacheér who were mur-

dered a week ago. '
Behind is a broken stake stuck

in the ground and this message
written on a scrap of paper: “The
killers had a soul, too. Their fam-
ilies need our love. We are all
human.”

. At the base of the stake were
two wilted, moldy bouquets of
white daisies.

vtogether, } he said.

To ' this place Monday came
Darryl Williams, 37, and hrs 10-
year-old son, , Byris. .

Williams’ wrfe, Phrhsta knows
Michael Shoels, father. of Isaiah
Shoels, who was killed last week.

erhams said' God is ‘at work
here, in the shrine of Columbine.

“He is| drawing people closer

Groundskeepers tend the graves
and memories of Columbine teens

' Pair’s preparations
provide sad welcome
toa qulet commumty

By Carla Crowdeér
News Staff Wnler -

There are two fresh’graves in
sectlon 34.

;" Roman Alvarado and Alfonso Ro-
mero have been busy. Digging them.
Stepping aside for the bunals and the
crowds. Covering them back up with
fill 'dirt and top soil. Trying not to
think about who's inside. .

“T've done covering. I've done
tapping (dirt down) on the graves.
Ive set thé sod. I've made the
vaults,” said Alvarado, 51, recalling ..
his 13 years at Mount QOlivet ceme-
tery just outside Wheat Ridge.

This week, he’s been busy.

Alvarado is a beefy -man with
salt-and-pepper stubble, and he's
leaning on the yellow handle of his
weathered shovel.

The shovel just finished covenng
up the grave of Kelly Fleming. She
was 16, a quiet poet, killed like 12.
others at Columbine High School.

One row over, the rugged shov-
elers also covered up the grave of

- Daniel Mauser, a 15-year-old boy
who knew the” Ten Command--

ments by heart.
And Wednesday, they I place
16-year-old Matthew - Kechter's

grave in a plot a few sectlons over,’

by a lake.

These men are the last to see -
.. the vaults before they. go under—l

ground. They’re the ones
who wander . past them
everyday, sometimes talk-
ing to the headstones
whén no one else

Ty

he started working part-time at
Mount Olivet. He stilt remembers -
the drag of the push mower over
all those graves.

“We take each one as a location
and that's how. we handle it. We
dont say let's’ go take care of
Fleming, let’s take care of
Mauser. If you get too
‘close, you might as well
leave,” Vigil said. .

Oh, but some he knows |

is '

around. sort Of . by name. - .
“IJustwonderwhat hap- stay with _ Sem. Thats the one.’

pened to you,” Alvarado »” Section 34. .

will ask them, tiptoeing 'YOU- “A couple. They were

over the cemetery’s silent ™ Vi¢ Vigit, coming down from a -

sod. oo Mount Olivet Mountain and they died in
They know secrets of gro'undskeeper an auto accident. She was

‘the dead that few. others

know.

There’s the man whose family
tossed packets of man)uana over
his casket. The woman'. whose
family insisted her wheelchair go

.in on top of the casket.

For Romero, there’s his neph-
ew, beaten to death at 36.

“At first I was undecided if I was
going to dig it or not. But at the last
moment I did,” Romero said. -

Vic Vigil has a daughter the
same 'ago as Kelly Fleming. He,

too, -toils in the :cemetery as the .

grounds supervisor. In fact, he was

only a year older.than Kelly when

pregnant. ... Just across
the street, we have three
irrends who were in a plane trip -
who crashed. . .. There are three
children out there in section 23.
They were burned in the back of a
car, playing with matches.”

“These sort of stay with you.”

Alvarado and Romero are called
-away to another site. Their dump-
truck lumbers between rows of
flowers and fresh dirt. Off to an- -
other section, another number.

- Kelly Fleming. Daniel Mauser.
Matthew Kechter. -

“I know I'll remember these
forever,” their boss said.

By Tillie Fong
* News Staff Writer

Friend omee came from the
heart and from God.

“I think God is usmg our tal-",
ents at this- time to help peo:
‘ple,” said Stephen Co-
hen, 18, a Columbme
senior.

© -Two weeks ago,

. Colien and his brother,
Jonathan, 17, sent
three tunes to Andy
Millar, associate pastor
at Living - Fellowship
Church, where the
boys are members.

Millar wrote lyrics
to two, but had nothing
for the'third.

“Then Tuesday hap-
pened,” Millar said.
“The word Columbine
matched the rhythm of
the ﬁrst line of the

- tune.”

He scribbled some
lyrics, and asked the.
_brothers if they would
add words and sing the song
that night for a church service.

“1 was pretty freaked, and I
couldn’t think of any lyrics,”
Jonathan recalls.

- So Millar came up with the

Songwnters credlt God

* Jonathan Cohen .

Stephen Cohen

.ilies. Information: (303) 797-

" restof the lyricsin 45 minutes. .© 6474. , .

|

In the meanhme, the broth-
ers learned a friend, Cassie
Bernall, Wwas among the vic-
tims. |

That mght when they sang’
the song, “Cassie was definite-
ly m the forefront of our
thoughts,' Stephen
said.

|Jason Hickman, a
church member, has a
musrc studio and sug-
gested they record the
song. Hickman also got
‘the Cohens on the pro-
gram for the Sunday
memorial service. :

|The two brothers
heard from Cassie’s
father ‘that it helped
hlm cope, and their
mother told them a
.woman called about the
song s effect on her
daughter, also a
Columbine student. .
| “She wasn’t able to
talk to anyone about‘
what happened
Jonathan said. “But she
got a copy of 'the song, went
into a room and listened to it
about elght times, and she
started opening up after that.”

Proceeds go to victims’ fam-
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~ TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE

. CIeh1ent'Park shrine draws crash survivor
and others paying homage to victims

Mourners
- share pam
and falth

By Norm Clarke
NcwsSlaﬁ' Writer

"Ryan McLean, a° survivor of her
own personal crucnble came in a
wheelchair, abouquet in her lap. -

Thé Smoky Hill girls -lacrosse
team, their game with Columbine
High canceled, came bearing flow-
ersand sympath !

Marriane Klassen, a transplanted
Canadian, came because she sald
she just couldn t stay away:___
/I'rom fiear and far, young and old,

/

homage to the victims of Tuesday's
shootings - at.. nearby—Co]umbme
High School.

left her paralyzed and scarred —
_physically and emotionally.

But whatever pain this wvisit
would créate was worthit. '

“I'm glad T came, but it's very
hard to be here,” said McLean, after
laboring to push her wheelchair the
final few uphill yards. At the edge of
a white tent, she leaned over and
placed: flowers ‘next to a small
wooden blue cross, near two can-
dles flickering in a cinder block.
. “It just inakes you all thé more
aware how precious life is,” said the
former Cherry Creek High School
swimmer. Two male friends, -also
carrying flowers, drove her down
from Fort Collins, where she is a
freshman at Colorado State Univer-
sity.

McLean was in'a GMC Suburban®

that veered across the median into-
oncoming trafﬁc and slammed intoa

Associated Press

Offhand comments about school
violence that once might have
been ignored now .are being re-

garded with vastly increased ‘seri- -,

ousness in the aftermath of the
shootings at Columbine High
School.’ )

The escalation in- intensity
comes amid a new CNN/USA To-
‘day/Gallup telephone poll this
week in which 79 percent of re-

* spondents said the shootings are a
sign of a serious national problem,

During the past two days, ar-
rests, suspensions and investiga-
tions of students have occurred at
schools nationwide by nervous ad-
ministrators taking no chances.

) "Thmgs that prevmus]y were

theyarrived at Clement Park to pay’/

McLean, 1?5?1’v1ved a head-on’
crash on C- 470 two years ago that'

Ford van. Two dxed and seven were

_injured in the crash. One of the vic-

tims, ‘her boyfriend Jeremy Bot-
toms, "an Arapahoe High football
player, was seated next to McLean.

Her heart goes out to the griev-
ing families and the survivors. -

“No matter how hard it seems, 1
have to say'it does get better,” she
said. “People have to keep their

-faith, whether it is in God or them-
Tl

selves.””
~The-.lacrosse™ teath™Came ~to
Clement Park en masse, some with
~Withplacards, carrymg nétes of con-”
dolence. —
“It's the right thmg to do, ' <ald

Kristen Sunstrom, 18, “It shouldn’t -

have happened to any school.”
“It really would have been inap-

propriate to stay away,” said Jenny -
. Cavnar, 16,
Erin Tullis, 17, agreed. “They're .

our lacrosse sisters.”

Klassen, who moved to Denver
from Calgary, Alberta, said she had
watched so much TV coverage that

“it really hurts.”

“1 don't have children,” said
Klassen, 31, “but [ feel empathy for
‘the families.”

She approached, the ever-grow- ‘

ing shrine and placed a bundle of
pink flowers among the others.
Tears streamed down her face as

she read the many touching mes-

sages.
“This would never happen in
Canada,” she said, “because we

have such strong gun laws. I'm not -
bad-mouthing the States, because I
. love it here, but . .

School ‘episodes mnrror cmcems found i

taken lightly or 1gnored will now
be re-examined,” said lan Hal-
perin of the Mesquite (Texas) In-
dependent School District, which
suspended a seventh-grader after
she showed classmates a list of 35
students she wished were dead.
““We have no tolerance whatso-
ever for threats,” said Police Chief
Thomas Bauer of Oak Creek, Wis.,
where two 16-year-old boys were
arrested, otie for ‘mentioning the
Colorado shootings while the
other one, held his hand in the
shape of a-gun and yelled, “Pow!” .
Ashley Guris, 12, of Jackson-

-ville, Fla.,, was arrested Thursday

on a felony charge of threatening
to blow up her school. “1 didn’t,

.mean it at all. The words just kind

of fell out;” she said Friday. -

single yellow and red roses, others’ e

Salurda!' April 24, 1999

Patrick Davison/News Staff Pho!cgmpher

Ryan Mctean, 18, pays her respects to the victims of the Columbine High School massa.cre at a
makeshift shnne in Clement Park on Fnday MclLean'was paralyzed inacar crash last year.

But in other cases, the reasons
for discipline were more solid:
. mlIn Jackson, Wyo., a.17-year-
Jold student was charged Thursday
with bringing a “suspected impro-
vised explosive device” to high

school. Two similar devices were

removed from his home.

o In Pennsylvania, a high school
was closed Thursday after author-
ities found and detonated a pack-
age that appeared to be a pipe
bomb hidden on a campus roof.

In most cases, though; words
alone were-enough to-bring sus-
pensions and police action.

@ In Gillette, Wyo., a 15-year-

old junior high school student was

suspended after the principal.said-

he heard the boy say he was going
to bring a gun to school and “Kill

them all,” police said.

min Prosser Wash., a 14-year-
old high school student was ar-
rested after telling another stu-

dent he “would like to position . . .

anti-personnel ‘mines in every
class, set them off simultaneously
and kill everyone in the school.”
mIn Cherry Hills, ‘NJ.,
teens were suspended from their
high school for standing in-a hall-

‘way clad in black trench coats and
" pantomiming gunfire. .

= In Palmdale, Calif., two hxgh

school students who made refer-

ences to the Trench Coat Mafia
were arrested after one threat-
ened another student and the oth-

.er talked about bomb-making.

The poll results suggest that
Americans place a “great deal” of

three’

m poli

the blame for the Columbine
shootings on the - availability of
guns, followcd by parents; televi-
sion programs, movies and music;

and social | pressures on youth

Media coverage of similar epi-
sodes, the|Internet and schools-

‘ were blamed the least.

The poll mdxcated that stopping
school v101ence will require im-
posing stricter gun controls on
teen-agers, lenactmg tougher reg-,
ulations on TV and movie vio-

.lence, placmg more metal deteL-_

tors in slchools, increasing
available counseling for teens and

restricting | what's available to .

teens on the Internet.

- The poll of 659 adults was taken
Wednesday ‘and has an error mar-
gin.of 4 percentage points.
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Twobrothers who survived the Columbirie High School
shooting, Jonathan Cohen, 17, a junior, left, and Stephen. . __
(Cohen, 18, a senior, sing Friend of Mine, a song they wrote,”

"“during Sunday’s. memorial service in Jefferson County~ ™

The brothers said proceeds from sales of their CD will go to

the victims' families. : :

Columbine, flower bloom,_ténderly I'sing to you.
Columbine, roseblood red, heartbreak overflow my head.
Columbine, flower bloom,
Columbine there’s hope for you.
Columbine, friend of mine.

_ To your gain, on the mark.
With your love, love again. )
Comfort, peacé and sweet release come from you.
Where, it’s true, I hide myself in you. )
Can you still hear raging guns ending dreams of precious ones?
In God’s sun, hope will come, his red stain will take our pain.
Columbine, friend of mine. - ‘
Peace will come to you in time.
Columbine, friend of mine.
Turn a page, to your gain.
Keep your heart on the mark.
Comfbrt us with your love.
Love again. .

" Christ of grace attend this place we look to you.
Honor you. ' ’
Fix you in our view.
Columbine, flower bloom.
Tknderlj I sing to you. ‘
Columbine, roseblood red, heartbreak overflows my head.
Columbine, friend of mine. '
Peace will come to you in time.
Columbine, friend of mine.

A white dove soars into the slate-gray sky as Gov. Bill Owens
reads the names of the 13 people slain at Columbine High

- School. An estimated 70,000 people attended Sunday's
-~ - - memorial service at the Bowles-Crossing Shopping Center.




The Denver Post / Brlan Bralnerd

Passers by on lhe 16lh Street Mall stop to srgn a 30 -foot-long banner olfenng condolences to students, slalf and facully at Columblne ngh School.

An outpouring of fir ﬁnan01a1 logistical support from

By Steve Raabe /C Y- 22 “9¢
Denver Post Business Writer

< Coloradobusinesses responded Wednes- K

‘day to-the massacre-at Columbine’ High

School first with shock .and grief, then..
‘with an outpouring of support — finan-

{ cial, logistical and emotional.

A, _As news helicopters hovered incessant-
ly above the crime scene, nearby stores
opened for business,-unsure if-there would
be any commerce to conduct in a neigh-
borhood still reeling w1th images . of
bloody bodies. ‘

- Yet by Wednesday afternoon, busmess
in some locations was brisk, alded in part
by the presence of thousandsof bystand-
ers, students, reporters, grief counselors
and law enforcement officials.

Meanwhile, businesses in Jefferson

m HELP: A list of memorial funds and oth-

- er ways to help victims of the Columbme !

High massacre./2A *

County and throughout Colorado took ac-
tions to deal with the aftermath of the
killing spree.~--~-~--—.
. Telephone companies supplled f5ee cell
phones to crowds.near the crime scene.
/Retallers donated money to v1ctl
launched fund-raising drives. :
/" Discounted airline tickets were offered
to family members, students and faculty
affected by the lncrdent
Local restaurants opened their doors to

[scores of repotters,-who sought-both’a

quick bite to'eat ‘and a place to write sto-
ries on laptop computers

And everywhere, business owners said
sales and profits were far overshadowed
by concern and sympathy for victims.

“My wife didn’t even think we should

open today,” said Randy Becker,-owner of-

Music-Go-Round, a music equipmen
store in the Bowles Crossing shopping
center near Columbine High School.

“We feel deeply about this,” Becker

“said. “A lot of those kids are our customll )
ers. We just can’t imagine the grief they :
" must be experiencing.”

Beckér said that as a gesture to the vic
tims, he withdrew his normal radio adver:
tlsmg and replaced it thls week wrth
sympathy message.

" Pancakes on Bowles Avenue, co-owner

grief.

Mark Shirvan said he’ll make do without

state busmesses

-at least flve Columblne student employ-

ees who were takmg tlme off to deal w1th

“[ told them to. take as much trme as

-they need,” he.said. “That’s much more

important than coming to work.”

Telephone service providers reported ;
extremely high'usé of both- conventional
and wireless phone service.

On Tuesday, U.S West posted several .
technicians at the Jefferson County Sher-,:
iff’s Department in the event there was a ‘
problem with the emergency 911 system ;

“We didn’t want to take the chance that |
there would be any 911 problem,” sald

" spokesman David Belgle . "
At the nearby Internatlonal House of

The wrreless phone networks were
.Pleasé see REACTION on, 1‘00,
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police and others.to_communicate. _

phoné lines at the request of law-
enforcement authorities, giving au-
thorities dedicated lines for their
use. - : U

In addition, the company re-
routed phone calls away from the -
area to ease traffic on the network.
“Everything that didn’t need to run-
through there we sent it in another
direction,” Beigie said.-

" The company also handed out

-several dozen wireless phones to

. authorities and family members.

As of Wednesday, the company -
had set up two tents at Columbine
High School and was loaning wire-
less phones to authorities, family
members and the media. The com-
pany had about 50 available and

" was bringing in more.

" The company also had to pre-
pare for the deluge of reporters
and others from the media.

“We have what amounts to the
Oklahoma City bombing trial from
a media coverage standpoint,”
Beigie said. A

U S West also is setting up a
matching program for employees’
and retirees who want to make a
donation to people connected with

overloaded, making it tougher for -

So"U'S West_strung. additional -

L The Denver Post / Andy Cross
A Good Times Drive Thru sign at
Evans Avenue and South Broad-
way shows support for the vic-
tims of the tragedy.

— meaning that a total of $300,000

"could be raised. -

Gathered around TV "

At JohnstonWells Public Rela-
tions in Writer Square, the staff
quickly gathered around the televi-

" sion_set around noon Tuesday. in-
. one of the conference rooms.

Employees were torn between
their heartsick feelings toward the

pert at JohnstonWells.

Threlkeld was eating lunch at
the Denver Press Club when the
news broke. When he returned to
the office, he joined the rest of the
staff huddled in the conference
room. ‘ .

Not much work got done Tues-
day afternoon, Threlkeld said.

“It was such a compelling story -

that it was difficult to remove
yourself from it,” he said. “It was
the first such calamity that a num-
ber of our younger staff members
were exposed to. It was pretty im-
pactful, no question about it.” -

From a crisis communication
perspective, Threlkeld said he was
“frankly impressed with what I
saw with how they handled the sit-
uation. - - :

-“They did a lot of things right.
The (Jefferson County) sheriff’s de-
partment had the same spokesper-
son, so the same messages were
getting out,” Threlkeld said. “Their
main focus was to communicate
with the parents first, and the me-
dia was secondary. You can have
crisis plans, but you can never re-
ally plan for something of that
Eggnitudgil_.rv.“ -

Psychological help /
Health insurers offered psycho-

victims of the_tragedy, and_their__logical and-financial-help:

—the~crisis. The company, through
its 'US West Foundation, will
match up to $150,000 in donations

trained reactions as crisis commu-
nications experts, said Bob Threlk-
eld, a crisis communications ex-.

United Healthcare has set up a

-crisis line so people affected by the

shooting can speak with a Master’s

level counselor or a registered

-nurse free of charge. The line
(800-340-4219) - will be operational

until May 20, spokeswoman Donna
Rigg said. It is open to all, not just

United Healthcare members.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Colora-
do'said it was contributing $25,000
to a fund set up by United Way.

_ Anthem Inc., the Indiana compa-
ny that is in.talks to buy Blue

Cross, also will contribute $25,000,

company spokesman Neil Wester-
gaard said. In addition, Blue Cross
will match employees’ contribu-
tions up to a total of $10,000.

And Aurora ambulance provider
American Medical Response said it
may waive fees for transports it
provided from the crime scene and
will donate $5,000 to victims’ ser-
vices. .

~Paul Tamburello, residential
managing broker for Hanover Er-
lich, a Downtown-Denver real es-

_tate firm, was swept back to his

past Tuesday when he heard the
radio and TV reports of the shoot-
ings at Columbine. The wounded
and hurting were his old parishio-
ners. - : .

. Before joining the real estate in-

" dustry five years ago, Tamburello

for three years was a youth minis-

afternoon to console .and counsel
the old friends who had gathered
there. He stayed nine hours.

- Yet Tamburello was back at
‘work managing six brokers-in his

‘Downtown office on Wednesday.-—

‘butions.. . -
. The Chicago Board of Trade
halted trading in its futures ex-

change pits for a minute in honor -

of those killed at Columbine.,

But there would be no showings \-Hangout-for- students

Wednesday afternoon or evening.
He was going back to St. Frances.

Victoria Quintana, vice president
of Excel . Professional Services in
the Denver Tech Center, said none
of her company’s employees was
directly related to any of the vic-
tims of the high school shootings,
but employees collected money for
them anyway. _

TN

f\iCoIIec'tion drive opens /.

" Safeway Stores Inc. said it has
started a collection, drive for vic-
tims with a $10,000 corporate do-
nation. Customers can make con-

* tributions at any. of the. 120

Safeway stores in Colorado, Wyo-
ming, South Dakota, Nebraska and
New Mexico..

King Soopers established a sup-
- port fund for the Columbine com-

munity and will begin taking dona-
tions at all 77 of its store locations
today. o c
New Century Energies Inc.,
-through its New Century Energies

lic.Church; now St-Frances Cabrini— United Way. “healing fund.” The

on Chatfield Avenue, near the high
school. S

He mshed to the church Tuesday

parent of Public Service Company.-

of Colorado also encouraged em-
ployees to make their own contri-

Southv;e;Ei-’Tézﬁ mallyls a hang-
out for Columbine High School stu-..

dents.
- there.

said Pat Bunyard, general manag-
er for the shopping center just a lit-
tle more than a mile from the high
school. T
Starting Friday, Southwest Plaza

visitors can donate $5 for the Mile -

High United Way Community Heal-
ing Fund and receive a paper hand

. that they can customize with a .

message or their name. Southwest
'Plaza will hang the hands through-
out the mall. . .
Kinko’s donated the printing of
hands in a variety of colors.

“We used different color hands.

to help support the fact that we all
need to work together and unite to

get rid of the racism issue,” Pruitt -

said.

This report was compiled » 'by_
L L Denver Post business writers Don-.
ter at the former Columbine Catho-  Foundation, made a donation to the ald Blount, Bob.Diddlebock,. Roger.

Fillion, Eric Hubler, Don Knox,

Jeffrey Leib, Dan. Meyers, Penny -
Parker, Steve Raabe and Robgrt“

Schwab. o

Some work theré‘, many shop‘; -

“We’re their community mall,”:
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slam at Columbme ngh School

Davrd Sanders d1ed a hero —a term".
that’s often overused thesé’ days but that.i Aanc.

Sanders case is resoundingly true. ;

-As two gunmen approached the cafeterla
“. wanted to. travel, was learmng to drive,

last .Tuesday, .the Columbine. teacher-and

“"coach rushed inside’ t6:-warn hundreds of "
.students of the impending danger; and was- :*
~ soon shot while- shepherdmg some’ of them"_‘

- "out of harm’s way, -

“Witnesses said' Sanders could” have""

’ escaped more than onceé,  but chose to

:Yemain in-the danger zone s0 long as others-
- still required warning or ‘assistance: Wound- .
. ed badly, he'souight refuge in a science room, -
where students struggled to stop l‘llS bleecl-_ K

ing and to keep himalive...
“Tell my girls I love. them " he asked the

o ‘students when he reahzed he might 1 not sur-

vi ve,

Such a message would hardly be neces-

" gary. His daughters two will surely remem-

ber his love -just as the rest of us will recall -

-this man’s utter selflessness and bravery in
a moment of fatal perll :

The 12 student vnctxms of Tuesday S ram-'

page -exemplified in so many ways the brlght
promlse of their years. )

They.were creative and ambntxous athlet-v

_"ic and devout, hard- workmg and pubhc -Spir-

" .ited. One. -was. a° "possible ; valedictorian,
B another a- budding playwrlght a.third a..
" would-be’ pnlot ~Their " interests iran -the -
. gamut of youthful pursuits, from drama and.

‘music to.soccet and football, from the out-
dom life to the inner life of the soul.

- They were all; in their way, shmmg llghts -
in the lives: of the1r parents, famllles andj

" friends.- 3
Let us remember each of them

Cassre Bernall 17, lived and d1ed in thel
~ Christian faith that prompted her: tor volun-i

) teer to serve the homeless: "

.. “Do-you believe in God?” her kxller'
asked.Looking straight -at death, Cassie”
" refused-to deny her faith. “Yes, I believe in -
‘God,” she rephed ‘an answer that prompted '

her executton -

_Cassie was a member of the youth group :

at West Bowles Community’ Church, .and
L she had hoped to go to medlcal school

. -sions Ministries to build-a house for poor
Steven Curnow, 14 dreamed of soarmg-

asa Navy pilot. He cherxshed the Star Wars
‘movies, sagas of the eternal battle between
~the forces of good and evil iri a galaxy far, far
away, not-knowing he would fall in just such
a_ battle. much .too close to- home. He'd"

-played soccer since age, 5 and worked asa:

part tlmeret'eree o

one

- comer-at Columbine. Corey, 17, liked golf’

"nd worked on the Raccoon Creek Country - -

‘) mamtenance crew to earn money for
g\and fishing trips. He'd been on the.
v team but gave it. up to spend.

%

"9

\Qn schoolwork “An all- Amerl-

EDITORIALS

We remember them

‘ N 7e pause today to pay trxbute to those '

. netghbor

e She wanted-to travel abroad, her family said;

‘ ' high school. valedictorian, captain of ‘ the
Corey DePooter was the fuendhest'
. ’ said a student who.remembered how ’
" .5, Corey welcomed. him when he was a new-

can boy, sa1d h1s father _

Kelly Flemmg, :16, had moved to Co
“orado:from’ Arizona'in 1997. Sheé found her’
:expression in.art, writing both poetry: and
: short stories, and had been’ working on-her
:autoblography on her home computer. Shg
an
,looked forward to owning her own cat.

Matthew Keéhter, 16 Was an’ A stu-
" dent-and a football player. The sophomore
set high goals for himself, friends sdid; and
always had a- posxtlve attitude. “Just a
really sweet guy, kmd of shy said one
classmate . - S

Damel Mauser was jUSt a dehghtful-
young man,” in.the words of a neighbor;.and.
a first-rate student as well. The 15-year-ol
sophomore was an- affectionate son who ran
. cross-country. and was a:member of the.
-debate team. When a neighbor had a heart
attack, Daniél volunteered hishelp. . -

“He -used'to come "and rake the” ‘leaves,
because he vknew I couldn t-do.it;" .,d thef

. Dan’ Rohrbough @ 15 year-old fresh_ .

marl, was quiet but happy, with'a rare’ sense.
. of humor, a boy who helped his fathér:at-his
~electronics store. Tuesday’ morning, ‘he pre
‘sented. photos of himself to his:moth
and later that day would die, a w1tness
calhng out for. h1s mom: ) '

Rachel Scott was 4 talented “acétress
) wrth a’love for’ music, drama.and photogra:
*-phy, who had written her own. play, produced
videos -and, said her friends, dreamed. o
becoming a-movie: ‘producer; The~ 17-year-
- old also - possessed a*deep Christian -faith.

":“to* share” her fanth and love for.: J
Christ.” "

Isarah Shoels hoped to produce musnc
hke his father. ‘Strong, athletic and- ‘wells
liked; the 18- -year-old had survived open-
heart surgefy as aboy and was poised 'to
graduate within weeks. But he dxed because
- 'he was Afr ican- Amerlcan :

John Tomlm had gone o Mexrco last
- year with. his father and others from Mis-

‘people. The'16-yéat-old sophomore liked.to-
go four- wheehng in his battered Chevy pick-
up,.and liked his’ wexghthftmg class. . He
was'a perfect son,” remembered his father.-

- “You’d ask him.to wash a car, and he’d wash.
both’ cars.” . . .

‘Lauren’ Townsend was a candldate f01

gitls’ volleyball team and a recipient of Pres-"

ident Clinton’s. Award for- Education-Excel-.
lence. The 18-yedr-old loved nature, and had
worked at an ammal she]ter : :

Kyle Velasquez 15, -was a treshman
who ‘transferred. to the school a few, wi eeks
2go. A former téacher descrlbed hi :
“really loving k1d Hoe e
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City’s pro teams band to plan Columbine aid

‘Being bundled together,
our impact can be bigger,’
Rockies’ McMorris s;i%s

5

By Sam Adams
News Staff Writer

Denver’s professional sports franchxses
are joining forces to help with relief efforts
in the aftermath of the Columbine ngh
:chool shootmgs

| TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE _

On Friday, representatwes from the
Denver Broncos, Denver Nuggets, Col-
orado Avalanche and Colorado Rockies met
to discuss ways of making a substantial
financial contribution to the cause.

Whatever financial contributions the
teams make. are likely to be matched by

\.gtside groups like the McCormick Tri-

bune Foundation, team officials said.

“It was very spontaneous,” Rockies
owner Jerry McMorris' said Monday.
“We're reaching out to see what we can do.

~ We feel being bundled together, our impact

_canbe blgger

“I feel as things settle down it will be-
come more obvious as to the things we can
do.” ‘ . . :
The Avalanche and Rockies have been

-wearing patches with the letters CHS in

support of Columbine High; while the Nug-
gets are wearing a black patch.

The Broncos have contacted the NFL
offices to see what they can wear during
the season to honor the Columbine vic-
tim,

'.Blanket
campa|g|
warms
.hearts

By Shelley Gonzales
News Sla/]' Writer

Joni Crane of Douglas Cou
was horrified by the shooting:
Columbine High School. She kr
she had to help.

Since moving to Colorado

- year, Crane has been-active v
Project Linus, an Elbert Cout
based nonproﬁt organization |
provides homemade blankets
seriously ill or traumatized ¢
dren around the world.

- “I thought of how- much th

. blankets mean to all the kids 1
have received ‘them and thou
they could bring the students
Columbine comfort, too,” she s:

. Solast Tuesday, just hours a
the rampage, she and Project
nus founder Karen Loucks-Ba
packed up 25 quilts and heade:
the Columbine-area Morn
Church, where a prayer mee!
was being conducted. . -

“They were pretty, Skepth
Crane said. ~

The pair also brought' sc
blankets to ‘Light of the Wi
Catholic Church, where they w

ith the same skepticism.

But. Columbine stude

natched them up in droves. -

Within a few days, 300 blan}
were distributed with pleas*
more.

.To answer the call, Project
nus plans a community quill

_ bee 8 am. to 6 p.m. today
tomorrow. ) .

Volunteers are needed to make
blankets. No experience is need-
ed. The group also'is asking for

Joni Crane of Praject Linus fabels a quitt at her home on Monday. Crane Relped-orga-
nize a quilting bee today and»Wednesday to make quilts for Columbine High students.

donations of matenals. all tax-de-

&

2EY s ¢ bagE L0

ducnh]e !O‘ ;w ‘b&l\ 1\;9)»- u&h‘ t‘.AL
The students’ reaction to the l\PubIcmvited
blankets doesn’t surpn'se Loucks-,

Baker. .
i"People need support in one

"way or -another. Some do it

through songs, prayer or art. -Blan- :
- kets’ )ust happen to be our ¢
help, she said.

s' A Rk
USaoL D! A
the'studentsiot.

o V0

s. . . . .
Most likely, the Broncos will wear a spe-

-By James B. Meadow

“who has been providing

" should have done more,”

. ers are dead,”

cial decat on their helme ts.
“We, as an organization, No. 1 feel

affected by it,” Broncos owner Pat Bowlen

said. “So how do we do somethmg that will
have the greatest positive impact? That's

what we’re talking about

“We have to know a few more detalls
arid what all of us feel’ are going to make
the most positive lmpact on what is basi-
cally a disastrous situation. This is a com-
munity issue, and the Broncos are a big
part of the community because of their vis-
ibility.”

Guilt feelmgs

are common

in survwors.

News Staff Writer

* Jean McAllister has loo ed into the e);es of v

-the innocent and found overwhelming guilt.

“It's very common in- altrauma situation to

~'find that victims feel guilty about not being

able to stop what happened; they feel that
they should have done something to prevent
it, or helped save someone,” said McAllister,
crisis-intervention
counseling in the wake of the Columbine High
School tragedy.
" Unshakable feelings of guilt are attached to
virtually all of the 75-plus people McAllister
has ministered to, either i m groups or individ- .
ually, ages 13 to 70. Some of the people she
has spoken with were ml the school at the
time of the carnage; others could only wait in
speechless terror to leam the fate of- loved )
ones. Each has been branded. :

“It runs from people who ‘weren’t in the

" building at the time and |feel guilty for not

being there, ail the way to people” who. did
incredibly heroic acts to help save others but
still feel guilty- bemuse they believe they
" said McAllister, who
has counseled victims of trauma and vxolénce
for the past elght years and has 18 years’
experience in victims thera DY.

Additionally, “People feel guilty for feeling
glad that their loved ones are alive when oth-
she said. {'It's important for
people to know that it's OK to feel grateful
that you or someone you love survived; it -
doesn’t diminish your level of care or concern .
for those who were killed or hurt.”

But as the shock waves of grief and trauma

- continue to rolt over a horrified community,

there are other immediate effects of the
destruction, said McAllister, noting that “ev-
eryone is feelmg so massively vulnerable.”

Becaise of “strict conﬁdentlahty she re-
fused to talk about any specific experiences of
those she has counseled. She was willing to
taik about some of the short term — and pos-
sibly long-term — effects on the victims.

Chief among‘ them is|an overpowering f :

sense of “anger and rage. [There was no way
to misinterpret what happened What those -
boys (Enc Hams and Dylan Klebold) did was
horrific.”

" A common thread in the stories McAllister .
has heard is that no one is trymg to blame -
anyone other than the killers.

“Many. people are consciously aware that

" no one could have really known this kind of

horror would happen.” .
She attributes this reluctance to point fin-

" gers'to “a sign of the community’s health; the

people I've spoken with feel the trust and
faith of others in their community.” - -
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From doughnuts to dollars ﬂowers to phone

the community’s needs after Tuesdays vio-
‘lence at Columbine High School. .
* The-Denver Rocky Mountain News Colum—

| - Linda Sease said Monday '
On Monday, more than 30, 000 M1crosoft’

daily e-mail newsletter. "Microsoft will match

United Way’s Healing Fund, said John Meyer, -
markenng manager for the Rocky Mounta1n
region.

. The Healmg Fund has ralsed more than
'$500,000in donations ranging. from $100;000

. someone. in"Peru 'to single dollars from 'high
~ school ‘students in Longmont. Its Dono Ne
. Web site has garnered more than $6,000. 7%=
A\ ““Théy are knee- deep in -envelopes,”.
_ spokeswoman Danielle Corriveau.

: du.rmg the tragedy are. rece1v1ng $5,000 grants

| eltlzens gwmg
Vgenerously to Columbme 3

‘the fund’s first dasbursements, said Mlke Dur- .
~kin, - execative director of Mile: High United..
Way. How the rest of the funds are used w111 be S

‘lines, Colorado businesses have risen to meet

_bine Mémorial Fund has raised nearly $100,000
from-readersand ‘advertisers, v1ce pres1dent*-} ‘

~:Corp. employees around the world received. an :
appeal for donations in the software company’s . .

contributions from employees to Mile High'

.. from JC Penney to $500 by credit card from. -

“ Families of those killed or serlously injuredt

determmed as the weeks unfold.

- Addressing the unmet needs that led to the~
shooting — rather than ifs aftermath — is the :
1mpetus behind the LMC Comimunity Founda-- . |-
tion’s Jeffco Safe Students Fund sa1d Presldent ik

Ken Eggeman.

change how .wé live. as. a. commuruty, said

"Eggeman, whose foundation’is associated with
Exempla . Healthcare, parent company of Lu- |-

theran Medical Center .in: Wheat Ridge. “We -
‘invite any fundlng group and afiy. ¢ other mterest- S
‘ed party t6 come to the table with us.’ Uk

- In 21995 study” co—sponsored by the founda--
'on 'young people-and senior citizens in Jeffer- -

il

ounty reported feeli g dasconnected fron
“Now

il be matched by th foundation. -

““Something has. to be done systemlcally, to.

“:Labor’s. Community-Agency, a nonproﬁt arm ]

f the. Colorado; AFL-CIO; ‘also. establishéd an.

mergency f fund aid’ union secretary/tr'easurer :

he fund.is aimed-at unspe;:ll— -
' d.b

Shane Co. pulls radlo advertlsmg
“over. Stern s remarks on shooting

By Dina Bunn -

' . NewsSlajfanter s

The Shane Co. yanked1ts advemsmg- ;
from radio station KXPK-FM (96.5)
Monday; objecting to commerits “shock -

jock” Howard Stern made " last week -

" about -the- Columbme ngh School -

shooting.

Other advertlsers also complamed .
. and the station was. inundated “with ;
“|. calls. The telephone number for its stu-
. _le was disconnected Monday.

“The Shane: Co..had not’ adverhsed

: durmg Stern’s morning show but pur-
- chases other time spots onthe PEAK.

" “Tom-Shane and (Chlef Executive '
Officer) Chris’ Riggs were "both very _

upset ‘about Howard Stern,’
spokesman : Price-“Blanchard said:
“Right’ now, D ver; ‘family, and th1s
s personal.” - et

“-Neither. Bob Vso

ed1a Corp.,

! ky, g
ager. of the statlon nora spokeSman for -
_ 2llo '

Stern made comments about the two
teen gunmen havmg sex with female

.. students at the school before kllhng»

them.

! spoke to Howard Stern for over 20
minutes,” Visotcky said. ‘He felt his -
comments were taken out of context

‘and he w1ll set the record stralght in the
i mornmg '

Other . busmesses denounced the -

“show but did not pull all advertising.

Foley's has purchased spots on the '

- "PEAK, but.not during Stern’s show,

spokeswoman Pricilla Thorn said.
“Dué to its distasteful nature, Foley’s
ha$ never advertised in the past, nor

- would we advertise in’ the future on the

Howard Stern show,” she said. .
- Employees at the- PEAK also were

- offended by Stern’s comments; . Chan- .

celor spokesmanJoseph Jaffoni said.
“They are as upset.as anyone else in

: the commumty The mere nature of that

broadcast is- it’s controversial and it.
didn’t take. into account the sens1t1ve_

1 goings-on in that markeét.”

The PEAK organized blood dnves-v
and helped raise more than $13,000 for -

s survwors and thenr f.amdles Jaffoni sa1d




