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Record Type: Record 

To: Michael Waldman/WHO/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: info off of cim 

Heritage High School, Rockdale County (suburb of Atlanta, due east) 
-- 1 300-1 500 students 
-- new school in Metro Atlanta; 
-- high-achieving students, like Littleton 

'f j.. students injured. No deaths 

Gunperson in custody. 

Rockdale County is a fast growing county. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: 
Subject: AP article on POTUS visit to Littleton 

Clinton Visiting Victims' Families 

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) President Clinton's trip today to Littleton, Colo., on 
the one-month anniversary of the massacre at Columbine High School 
retraces sadly familiar terrain for the president, who traveled one year ago 
to Oregon and another high school ravaged by gunfire. 

In the Oregon incident, two students were killed and 22 injured during a 
rampage by a 1 5-year-old suspect also accused of killing his parents the 
day before and leaving their home rigged with bombs. 

But something about Columbine where 12 students and a teacher were 
killed and 23 others were injured before students Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold turned their arsenal on themselves made it the last straw for a 
violence-weary nation, Clinton said Wednesday as he prepared to meet 
with victims' families and survivors. 

"The aftermath of that shooting, I think, has had an even more profound 
impact on the country than all the school shootings last year did. And you 
can see it by what is happening in the Congress now," Clinton said, 
referring to gun control measures working their way through the Senate. 

"I think there is finally a feeling that it's time for everybody to stop making 
excuses, it's time for everybody to stop trying to place blame and instead to 
basically say, 'I would like to assume whatever my share of responsibility is 
for giving a safe childhood back to our children."' 

He spoke about the trip at a Democratic National Committee fund-raising 
event in New York. 

The president and his wife, Hillary, were meeting with victims' relatives at 
Littleton's World Roman Catholic Church, which is about three miles from 
Columbine and the place where counselors worked with survivors after the 
shooting. 

After those private meetings, which press secretary Joe Lockhart called "a 
more personal session rather than a sort of policy session," the Clintons 
travel to Dakota Ridge High School to address Columbine students, 
rescuers and community leaders, before returning to Washington. 



The president, Lockhart said, wants to "articulate how the country shares 
the grief of the Littleton students and the Littleton community, and highlight 
the remarkable resilience of these students and of this community." 

Randy Lapp said his 16-year-old son, Joshua, who escaped from the 
Columbine library, will attend the meeting. But he is not sure if the visit will 
help Joshua recover. 

"The only thing that's going to help kids like my son is a lot of counseling," 
Randy Lapp said. "That's the only way he can deal with this.' 

Tom Mauser, whose son Daniel was killed, said he was looking forward to 
meeting with Clinton. Mauser has criticized the National Rifle Association, 
and formed a gun-control group called Sane Alternatives to the Firearms 
Epidemic. 

"Certainly we'll talk about my son," Mauser said. He also plans to give the 
president some written questions, which he declined to specify. 

Marilyn Saltzman, a spokeswoman for the Jefferson County Public Schools 
District, said the president's visit "is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
see a visible sign of the caring there is throughout the nation." 

"We're hoping it will help the healing process," she said. 

(20 May 1999 02:04 EDT) 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP, Nanda Chitre/WHO/EOP 

cc: Minyan Moore/WHO/EOP 
Subject: Colorado poll on gun control 

From today's Rocky Mountain News 

Gun-control opinions 
unchanged 

Columbine shootings had little impact on 
Coloradans' attitudes on weapons, poll finds 

By Carla Crowder 
Denver Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 

Coloradans' opinions about several key firearms 
issues changed little after the (:olumbine shootings 
where 1 5 people died from gun violence, according 
to polls taken before and after the April tragedy. 

The Colorado News Poll, conducted this month for 
the Denver Rocky Mountain News and News4, 
showed 65 percent of people surveyed favored a 
concealed-carry law that would require sheriffs to 
issue handgun permits to anyone who passed a 
background check and took a firearms training 
course. 

In a similar survey in February, 66 percent of those 
questioned supported such a law. The poll was 
conducted by Talmey-Drake Research in Boulder. 

"People are not against guns. They're against guns in 
the wrong hands," said Paul Talmey, president of 
the polling firm. "These numbers scream that." 

The poll also found fairly consistent attitudes -­
before and after Columbine -- about gun ownership 
rights. 

In February, 70 percent of people surveyed agreed 
that' gun ownership is a "basic right of all 
Americans." 



Only 26 percent disagreed with that statement, 
according to the poll. 

In May, 75 percent said they believed gun 
ownership was a basic American right, while only 
22 percent disagreed. 

"I'm a little bit puzzled," said Arnie Grossman, 
co-founder of Sane Alternatives to the Firearms 
Epidemic, or SAFE, a new Colorado gun-control 
group launched partly in response to the Columbine 
violence. 

"What really surprises.me is we're at ground zero 
and I would expect our numbers to be higher. I 
think it means we have a big job ahead of us," 
Grossman said. 

The head of Colorado's largest gun lobby said the 
poll shows people have given the killings more than 
just a knee-jerk reaction. 

"There might be some hysteria in the first few days. 
But once people really use some logic, it's clear they 
realize firearms, and firearms controls, are not the 
reason this happened," said Dudley Brown, 
executive director of Rocky Mountain Gun Owners . 

. "Th~se kids were cunning enough to fashion timed 
propane bombs. Trigger locks or one more law isn't 
going to stop them from getting access to guns," 
Brown said. His group backs more gun freedom 
than the National Rifle Association, the nation's 
largest gun lobby. 

An NRA spokesman in Washington, D.C., declined 
comment on the poll. 

Since the Columbine killings, Congress has 
considered a number of new gun-control laws, 
many designed to plug the channels that criminals 
and juveniles use to get their hands on firearms. One 
proposal that has been discussed would make it 
illegal to purchase more than one handgun a month 
-- a way to keep unlicensed gun dealers from 
stockpiling weapons and reselling them. 

Support for such a law rose only slightly in 
Colorado after the mass killings, according to the 
poll. 

In February, 60 percent of people surveyed said 
they'd support such a measure. In May, that number 



rose to 67 percent. · 

Brown calls the one-handgun-a- month law "gun 
rationing." It wouldn't have made a dent in stopping 
Columbine, he said. 

"These kids were planning for this attack for a year. 
That means if they could have only acquired one 
gun a month, they could have acquired 12 firearms," 
he said. 

In another recent development, firearms opponents 
have begun to attack the gun industry in court, just 
as anti-smoking advocates took on the tobacco 
manufacturers. They claim manufacturers flood the 
market with firearms they know will fall into 
criminals' hands and be wrongly used. 

Few Coloradans said they believe gun makers 
should be required to compensate victims of gun 
violence and their families for pain and suffering 
caused by the misuse of guns. 

In February, 19 percent of people surveyed either 
strongly agreed or somewhat agreed that gun 
makers should be held liable, whereas 78 percent 
disagreed that manufacturers should have to pay 
when criminals use their product. 

Little changed after the Columbine killings. In May, 
20 percent of people surveyed said they believed 
gun makers should be held liable for gun misuse. 
But 76 percent disagreed, according to the poll. 

Some gun-control advocates suggested the poll 
results don't reflect the outrage over the shootings 
because the questions were so specific. 

John Head, co-founder of S~FE, said the group 
has had 400 to 500 calls since it formed about a 
week ago. Most are supporters. 

"They say, 'We're Republicans. We're conservative 
Republicans. We're gun owners. We're NRA 
members, but something has to be done,"' said 
Head. 

Most callers believe this country needs to find better 
ways to combat gun violence and keep guns out of 
the hands of criminals, he said. But opinions vary 
greatly on exactly how to do that. Some say federal 
laws are needed. Some say state or municipal laws 
are. 



. .. . 

Joe Sud bay, director of state legislation for 
Handgun Control Inc., a Washington, D.C.-based 
gun-control group, said Columbine lit a fire under 
once-quiet gun opponents and made them more 
vocal. But polls don't reflect that, he said. 

Gun-control advocates "have always been a silent 
majority," Sud bay said. "Events like this may not 
change people's minds one way or the other but it 
changes the intensity of their feelings." 

Talmey, the pollster, agreed that events like 
Columbine solidify people's opinions. 

"These are fairly hardened attitudes," Talmey said. ·-" 

Something like President Clinton's approval rating 
will fluctuate a lot, but "guns or abortions are 
discussed so much people tend to harden." 



Kris M Balderston 
.05/19/99 06:55:28 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Just a note to tell you that 12 of the 13 families 

will be mtg with the POTUS at the church and 11 of the 12 will continue on to the speech at 
Dakota Ridge. 

You may want to note it in the acknowledgements 



Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: FINAL - Members Attending Colorado 

---------------------- Forwarded by Joshua S. Gottheimer/WHO/EOP on 05/19/99 06:25 PM ---------------------------
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• 
Cll Janelle E. Erickson 05!19/99 06:24:36 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: 
Subject: FINAL - Members Attending Colorado 

No Members will be attending tomorrow's remarks in Colorado. 
I 

EVENT: 
DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 
PARTICIPANTS: 

REGRETS: 

REMARKS TO COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
THURSDAY, MAY 20,1999 
3:35PM-5:05PM 
DAKOTA RIDGE SCHOOL 
THE PRESIDENT 
THE FIRST LADY 
SUPERINTENDENT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PRINCIPAL COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL 

Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO) 
Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-C 0) 
Rep Joel Hefley (R-C 0) 
Rep Bob Schaffer (R-C 0) 
Rep Tom Tancredo (R-C 0) 
Rep Mark Udall (D-C 0) 
Rep Diana DeGette (D-C 0) 
Rep Scott Mcinnis (R-C 0) 

Message Sent To: 



Michael Waldman 
05/19/99 06:19:19 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP, Richard 
Socarides/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: fyi - you probably saw this (or did it, for all I know) 

CBS Pulls Show on Violence Concerns 

By David Bauder 
AP Television Writer 
Wednesday, May 19, 1999; 2:32p.m. EDT 

NEW YORK (AP) -- CBS left a drama about mobsters off its fall 
prime-time schedule because of concerns about violent programming in 
the wake of the Littleton school massacre. 

' 'It's not the right time to have people being whacked on the streets of 
New York," CBS President Leslie Moonves said Wednesday. 

Moonves said he screened the pilot for a new drama, ' 'Falcone,'' the 
week after 13 people at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo. were 
killed by two teen-aged boys who later killed themselves. The massacre 
happened on April 20. 

''It did affect us. It really did," he said. 

The hour-long television drama is about a mob war in New York City. 
The lead character, Joe Falcone, must choose between two rivals trying to 
take control of organized crime. Moonves said it was similar to the movie, 
' 'Donnie Brasco.'' 

While it's not fair to blame the media for the rampage, Moonves said that 
' 'anyone who thinks the media has nothing to do with this is an idiot.'' 

''We felt a responsibility not to put it on now," he said. ''It just didn't feel 
right.'' 

CBS announced its prime-time schedule on Wednesday and included six 
new series. ' 'Falcone" is still being considered as a midseason 
replacement, Moonves said. 

The WB network is also reportedly considering what to do with its 
season-ending episode of ' 'Buffy, the Vampire Slayer" that treads 
uncomfortably close to Littleton. 



-
--- ----------------

In the episode scheduled to air next week, heavily armed students at -
Buffy's high school try to confront the town's mayor, who has been turned 
into a monster. WB officials didn't return calls for comment Wednesday. 

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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r--···~··· _.. About the Columbine rib boos ·-·--····-·-·~ 

/ ·. • Silver and blue are the Columbj:ne.school colors. 

• 1 • Shortly after the tragedy, students and others began wearing homemade, interwined 

•I b I ue and si!vef ti bboDs. These kiodS of ribbons are a· tradi tiona! sig~ of support (e.g:, 

~~ • :~~n~:::.~::tib::~~:::::r;: :::~ ~::.::~izations began matang more 

permanent ribbons, some of doth and some ofmetal. 

\ 

• . When Colu.m.bine students went back to school at Chatfield, they each received a 

.· triple ribbon with silver, blue and burgundy strands interwined. Silver and blue are .. 

1 the Columbine colors; silver and hurgu.ndy are theCh.a:tfi.eld colors. 
l 
! • Students as well as parents and people across the corrununity continue to wear their I . . . 
! tibbons as a symbol of support fot: Columbine. 

! 
, .. >·· 

~-··--"·---·-·-------- ·-·· 
·- --·-·-~-- ... - ... _, _________ ._, .. -~.~-·--·~~---.. --···~-···-·---~·H••-•••••' 

. Sutces~ stories fr1_1m Columbine High Scbool 

1998-99 

• Colorado Math League RegionalCbampions 
• Three National .Merit Final.ists · 
• Two· National Forensic Speech Qualifiers 
• 18 Val.edictorians· 

· • 44 honor graduates · · . . . ;, 
• League chainpionships in girls softball, boys and girls soccer, boys basketball, 

wrestling · 
• . Student AmberBurgess chosen f'?r Junior Olyffipic Softball team and All American 
·• 22 state D.istri.butive Education Clubs ofAmerica awards 
• Seven stUdents selected to All-State Choir 
• . AP English class traveled to :England and saw the Queen 
• · Many heroes of Apri120, including custodians Jay and Jolm, who saved many lives. 

.--""' 
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Today as I look into the faces of you who have endured so .much in this 

month of pain, I run assured of one clear fact. That for everyone who goes . 
. . i . 

· wrong, a thousand do not. For all those who would clahn that our parents and 

our public schools are failing, I would say, ~·Look at Jefferson County's 

Columbine." We are not failing, and we are leaming through our tears to grow in 

courage and strength and wisdom. 

No one can ~ontrol the future, but we can do much to control our reaction 

to what happens. As the world has reeled from our tragedy, it watches, and will . ~ . 

watch, at what we do. No, it will never be the same here, and yes. ugly scars 

remain and questions unanswered. 

And to the families who lost their most treasured possessions forever, the 

burden lies heaviest on you. It has been nine years since the police came to our 

door to tell us our daughter hqd b~nldlled. We still grieve but learned early the 

power of celebrating her life. 

They tell me that some of the brightest stars we see at night have been dead 

for thousands of years. Let us not let the light from those bright stars lost on 

April20 go out. It is for us, the IciVing, to ensure that they did not die in vain. 

I have seen in recent days the f!lOSt amazing acts of love and ~iving ru1d 

unity_ To those who say America has 1~ its way, I say, "Come look at the faces 

of Columbine students and staff and I will show you an America strong enough 

to prevail against the evil which has always been among us." 

'1f.p ~ wk jo~,.<JIJ#~ ~·I i-e~c.~t- o.{, ~k 
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/J~W-e,(.f. ~ ~ Mud~.~. ,Ea(,e. ~~ ·~ 
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- How to get help 

columbine- tragedy and recovery 

(CC-I rnt6_6=arrives -J]iursd ay_ -,~ 

By Janet Bin~ham · 
Denver Postducation Writer 

May 18- When President Clinton comes to Jefferson County on 
Thursday- the· one-month anniversary ofthe Columbine High School 
massacre - he will meet with victims' families, students and teachers at 
a local church and a nearby high school. 

"The president wants the opportunity to show his concern in the least 
intrusive way and by people's choice," Jefferson County schools 
Superintendent Jane Hammond said Monday. 

Families of the one teacher and 12 students killed in the April 20 
rampage have been invited to an early afternoon private meeting with 
the president at Light of the World Catholic Church in Littleton. 

- Victim funds Later in the afternoon, all Col umbine High students and faculty 
members can meet with the president at Dakota Ridge High School on 

-Join the discussion in West Coal Mine Road at C-470. 
Your Voice 

- Create a memorial 
~ 

Return to Top 
Return to News 

"We're very honored that he is visiting," said~sclio_o[o.:Oardl'resident;> 
(]()n DeStefanQ;The board had invited Clinton to visit soon after the · 
Columbine tragedy. 

Students who wish to participate will be able to take buses from 
Chatfield High to Dakota Ridge for the meeting. 

Both Clinton appearances will be closed to the public, though limited 
media coverage is planned for the Dakota Ridge event. 

The meeting at Dakota Ridge will take place after its students are 
dismissed. Dakota Ridge and Chatfield each will be invited to send 17 
to 20 representatives to the session. 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

Return to Columbine main page 
Return to Post Home 

5/18/99 11:07 AM 
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http://www .insidedenver.com/shooting/0507prez l.shtml 

By Michael Romano 
Denver Rocky Mountain News Washington Bureau 

JEFFERSON COUNTY -- President Clinton 
will visit the Columbine High School 
community May 20, one month to the day after 
the tragedy at the school. 

Details of the president's visit, rumored for 
weeks, remain sketchy. But Clinton is expected 
to meet with families, injured victims and 
faculty, White House spokeswoman Elizabeth 
Newman said. 

In the days after the shootings, Clinton spoke 
often and emotionally about the tragedy. He 
d.ecioe~ragaihst-an-immediate-visit-because of~ 

(concerns it_would_distract_from_!he_gri~CofJh~/ 
'victims. _) 

Saying he would seek an appropriate time and 
way to show his sympathy and support, Clinton 
finally decided to accept a standing invitation 
from the Jefferson County School Board. 

"All we have heard from the White House is that 
he wants to visit with students and families of 
the victims and keep it fairly private," schools 
spokeswoman Marilyn Saltzman said. "We just 
found out about it this morning." 

The invitation was extended just two days after 
the killings, when the president returned a 
telephone call placed to the White House by 
Jeffco School Board president Jon DeStefano. 

DeStefano said he had called the White House 
earlier that day to express his appreciation for 
Clinton's "genuine concern for the entire 
community" and the "great comfort he 
provided." 

Clinton's return call was placed when most 
members of the board were at a tribute to slain 

Keyword Navigation: 
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teacher Dave Sanders. DeStefano put the 
president on a speaker phone. 

"The first time I called, I just wanted to say, 
'Thank you,"' DeStefano said. "It meant an awful 
lot to me and others that he returned the call and 
said he wanted to make contact with the parents, 
and then asked what I thought was an 
appropriate time. 

"He did say he didn't know when he would be 
able to get here, but that he would do whatever 
he could. I let him know he was always 
welcome. He said he didn't want to seem 
intrusive. I'm very pleased that he cares enough 
to come out." 
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.~G91u_mbine~stud_ents__adqre?s House panel-~ 
--------- ---- .. ·---,-/ 

By Charles Davant 
States News Service 

May 19 -WASHINGTON- Students from Columbine High School 
and other schools where teenagers have shot classmates told a House 
panel Tuesday that their lives have been permanently scarred by what 
they witnessed, and they urged the government to take forceful action 
to prevent future shootings. 

While the Senate voted on a series of amendments designed to prevent 
teen violence, House members focused instead on trying to understand 
its root causes, and they spent much of the afternoon quizzing students 
from Jefferson County; Paducah, Ky.; and Springfield, Ore., all sites of 
school shootings over the past year and a half. 

The teens told the panel that factors adult experts have pointed to in the 
recent shootings - violent video games and movies, parental apathy, 
easy access to guns arid cruel teasing - have become part of the 
experience of many ordinary teenagers today. And for a few on the 
fringe, it's enough to push them over the edge. 

"I see good students wanting to be popular," Adam Campbell, a 
Columbine senior, told the House Subcommittee on Early Childhood, 
Youth and Families. "They (assailants Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, 
who killed 13 people before committing suicide) were weird and not 
accepted by the other students. Last year, some of the jocks did a lot of 
putting them down because of their unusual dress, which identified 
them as the Trench Coat Mafia. They hated everyone, and hate will 
cause wrong choices." 

Although the students all tried to diagnose what ails U.S. high schools, 
most were reluctant to prescribe specific legal remedies. Ryan 
Atteberry, a student who was nearly paralyzed by gunfire in 
Springfield, said students need to communicate better with one 
another, to "use words, not weapons." 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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By Beth DeFalco 
Special to The Denver Post 

May 18- Organizers have decided how to distribute~$I]_mil_li:Qn)n 
!. RELA~D donations from the biggest fund aiding victims of the Columbine High 
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O!nor1ty:JOi:~tis~oCille I-iealing-Fund-~ilrgo~fQ~ih~~l)~~i~it~jEe~~X~) 
(jp}iir~d_andJhe other-students,-faculty-and_staffofColumbine. _/ 

Donations then will go to other agencies that provided services or 
helped with the tragedy, with $150,000 set aside for establishment of a 
new community counseling and resource center aimed at preventing 
similar violence in the future. · 

The fund, §yers_e_eri o~JJnifedW aY',' operates independently of 14 other 
groups that are collecting-monei for scholarships, memorials and other 
victim relief. 

And that worries a lawyer for two of the injured students, who said 
those who face continuing medical bills should have priority. 

"I am concerned about siphoning funds into scholarships and memorial 
funds when one month after it happened there are still kids in need, 
still kids hospitalized," said Anthony Sturniolo, attorney for injured 
Columbine students Lance Kirklin and Mark Taylor. 

"Families who lost children in the tragedy, while they have suffet:ed a 
great loss, don't have as many bills as those who were injured," 
Sturniolo said. "The injured can expect to be paying these bills for 
many more years to come." 

The 16-year-old Kirklin was shot in the face and neck. He and four 
other students remain hospitalized. Kirklin's medical bills have topped 
$1 million, and he has no medical insurance, his lawyer said. He still 
faces five to six surgeries and years of rehabilitation. 

Money raised by The Healing Fund, including $500,000 from the 
McCormick Tribune Foundation, will be distributed first to the 
so-called primary victims included those killed and injured and other 
Columbine students, staff and faculty. Altogether, that could number 
2,000 people Thomas said. 

Requests for less than $1,000 can be filled within one business day, 
Thomas said. Qualifying expenses include lost wages, temporary 
housing, child care, food, utility or rent assistance and insurance 
deductibles. 

Requests for more than $1,000 must be reviewed by an advisory 
committee before approval but can be completed within a week. 

"We plan to use the funds in a way that respects the wishes of the 

5/18/99 11:07 AM 
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donors," said Thomas. 

And the $2.3 million raised so far won't be enough to meet needs, he 
said. 

"E'ven though $2.3 million sounds like a lot of money, it's the 
beginning of our fund-raising process, not the end," Thomas said. 

After those directly affected by the shooting receive contributions, the 
Columbine community and metro-area agencies, including counseling 
centers, can apply for funding. 

"The need for counseling will continue," said Harriet Hall, chief 
executive director for the Jefferson County Center for Mental Health. 
"Mental health services provided early on helps prevent problems in 
the future." ' 

The fund, established within hours of the shooting, already has spent 
nearly $150,000 on travel expenses for victims' families, Thomas said. 

cTh~_Healing_Eund-has_also--setaside-$15o,oOO]oi-_a_resource_a1fd __ ~ 
@_Qp_:jJ!~eriteriofJhe_Columbiiie comriiunity~and higl(s~P.Qqts!u~ent~~-_::_,-; 

Return to Top 
Return to News 

' ~Students_conten]l-tillinn~xneed~pl['c_e-:::to_feel safeJ5o:tn:Jnsige-ap__Q:c. 
c=-:o:ufsioe_orschooP. 

~Tlie cenfe6\~illl5e __ a_p_o~itiy~~p~hc~_wnere_ w_e=can gamer~o_rr_rsja_e_:~:~J_) 
(~~poo 1 ancr~-s1Jppqftea: lJi l<ios~our_ownag~~saiCCColuJiil:[tn~j yn_io_!: ::--> 
(Qolf_I3\1Sh:-:The center, to open in early June, will be in the complex 

that houses the old Ascot Theatre on Bowles Avenue. 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
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Students who experienced school violence firsthand spoke in quiet, nervous 
tones Tuesday of shootings and bomb threats that left them scared and feeling 
helpless and they urged House lawmakers to work to prevent such tragedies. 

The teen-agers made several suggestions to a House subcommittee, ranging from 
more parental involvement to more opportunities-for troubled students to get 
counseling. 

They also sparked a discussion of gun control, with one student saying 
parents should not have a gun when there are young people in the house. 
''There's no reason why a young person should have a gun, period,'' said Carla 
Williams, a student from Sandy Spring, Md. 

Ryan Atteberry, a student from Thurston High School in Springfield, Ore., 
told how May 21, 1998, started like any normal school day when he was visiting 
with friends as he headed to his first class. 

''The next thing I know I'm laying down on the ground, paralyzed, my head 
filled by a deafening ringing sound,'' Atteberry said. ''I realized something 
terrible had happened when I saw the blood coming out of my side.'' 

Atteberry, who spent five days in the hospital, said he still has a bullet 
lodged near his spine because doctors feel it would be too dangerous to remove 
it. 

Thurston High student Kip Kinkel has been charged in the shootings that 
killed two and injured more than 20. 

Stephen Keene, a senior at Heath High School in Paducah, Ky., said he still 
feels fear, anxiety and depression from the December 1997 shooting by fellow 
student Michael Carneal that killed three students and injured five others as 
they ended an informal prayer meeting in the school's lobby. 

''The pain never leaves,'' Keene said. ''You can hardly control yourself 
sometimes because you're crying so bad.'' 

Carneal pleaded guilty but mentally ill to murder and was sentenced to life 
in prison with no chance of parole for 25 years. 
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The students had suggestions for the lawmakers. For instance, Brigid Moriarty 
of Olney, Md., said children need a place to '•vent their anger.'' 

But at other times, they met lawmakers' queries with silence and shoulder 
shrugs. 

''If a person has a bad heart, you cannot change it; only God can change a 
bad heart,'' said Adam Campbell of Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo. 
That's where two fellow students, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, fired guns and 
set off homemade bombs, killing 12 students and a teacher before killing 
themselves last month. 

''I feel our schools have done as well as they can because you cannot change 
or control teen behavior,'' added Campbell, a senior. 

Rep. Mark Souder, R-Ind., said Atteberry and Campbell seemed to be saying, 
'''Hey, there's not much you can do.' You don't give much hope that you can 
reach these high-risk kids.'' 

Lawmakers had other suggestions regarding school violence, such as 
introducing more moral teachings into schools and gun control. 

Rep. Donald Payne, D-N.J., said that when he was in school and students got 
angry, ''The best you did was have a fist fight.'' 

But Rep. David Mcintosh, R-Ind., said, ''Gun control laws didn't work in 
Columbine, sadly.'' 

Others wondered aloud about the causes of school violence, and still others 
said they wanted to do something, but they weren't sure what. 

''The thing we can't do is give in to the feeling of helplessness about this 
wave that is sweeping across the country,'' said Rep. David Wu, D-Ore. 

The students testified before the Education and the Workforce Committee's 
early childhood, youth and families subcommittee, chaired by Rep. Michael 
Castle, R-Del. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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Columbine High named for state flower 

LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) - Columbine High School, scene 
of TlJ_esday's deadly scbo_ol_ shooting, is named after the 

. resilientmouo!ajn blo_ssom that is Colorado's state flower. 

It's a j5erennia!,that grows about 18 inches high in moist 
~soil, and it.witti~tarias cold: wiiidycon·dition~on mountain 
slopes. Its 'silky, bell:shaped blossoms come in shades of 
blue, white, yellow and pink, making it a popular native 
plant for alpine gardens. 

The columbine was documented on July 1 0, 1820, by 
Edwin James prior to climbing Pikes Peak. Colorado 
students chose it as the state's flower in 1891. 

In 1925, state lawmakers voted to protect the columbine. It 
is illegal to pick more than 25 columbine buds in one day, 
or to uproot the plant. 

The state song is "Where the Columbine Grows." 

More than 1 00 businesses, organizations and public 
buildings use the flower in their names. 
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by dividing it. 

hines are suitable for both borders and rock gardens. They bloom from 
{. ate spring m o su bearing distinctively spurred one- or two-colored 

o up o me es a ross. Rocky Mountain columbine has 2- to 3-inch 
blue-and-white flowers on stems up to 2 112 feet tall. American columbine, 
parent to many modern hybrids, can tolerate dry, sandy soil. It bears flowers 
with yellow petals and red spurs on 3- to 4-inch stems. Of the numerous 
hybrids, which produce 3- to 4-inch flowers in a wide color range, the 
McKana hybrids are favorites; they produce long-spurred flowers on plants 
up to 3 feet tall. 
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I Aquilegia canadensis, American I 

start new search 
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The white and lavender Columbine, Aquilegia caerules, was adopted as the official state 
flower on April4, 1899 by an act of the General Assembly. In 1925, the General 
Assembly made it the duty of all citizens to protect this rare species from needless 
destruction or waste. To further protect this fragile flower, the law prohibits digging or 
uprooting the flower on public lands and limits the gathering of buds, blossoms and 

sterns to. m one day. It is unlawful to pick the columbine on private land without consent of the land 
owner. Citation: Senate Bill261, 1899, Bill, 1925; Colorado Revised Statutes 24-80-905 through 

lbo---UI.-80-908. 
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Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols. 

State Folk Dance 

The Square Dance was adopted as the official state folk dance on March 16, 1992 by an act of the 
General Assembly. Square dancing is the American folk dance which traces its ancestry to the English 
country dance and the French ballroom dance, and which is called, cued, or prompted to the dancers and 
includes squares, rounds, clogging, contra, line, the Virginia Reel, and heritage dances. Citation: House 
Bill1058, 1992; Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-909.5. 

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols. 

State Fossil 

The Stegosaurus was designated as the official state fossil on April 28, 1982 by 
executive order of Governor Richard D. Lamrn. The Stegosaurus lived in the area we 
now know as Colorado one hundred and fifty million years ago during the Mesozoic 
era in the Jurassic period. It is believed that a typical Stegosaurus weighed ten tons 
though its brain weighed only two and one-half ounces. There are only 6 skeletons of 
the Stegosaurus on public display in the United States, one of which may be viewed at 

the Museum ofNatural History in Denver. This skeleton was discovered by a teacher and students from 
Canon City High School. 

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down·to view more emblems and symbols. 

State Gemstone 

The aquamarine was adopted as the official state gemstone on April30, 1971, by an act ofthe General 
Assembly. The mountain peaks of Mount Antero and White Mountain in Colorado are among the finest 
quality localities known for gem aquamarine. They are also among the highest in elevation, located at 
14,000 feet. The granite rock of these peaks contains pegmatite bodies that are characterized by large· 
rniarolitic cavities containing the gem quality aquamarine crystals. The cavities are found through a 
vertical area of a mere 500 feet. The crystals in these cavities range in color from light blue to pale and 
deep aquamarine green, and in size from very small to 6 ern in length. Citation: House Bill 1104, 1971; 
Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-912. 

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols. 
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· State Grass 

Grama grass was adopted as the official state grass on May 20, 1987, by a resolution 
ofthe General Assembly. Blue Grama is a grass native to the state of Colorado, growing 
throughout many of the state's life zones on both sides of the Continental Divide. 
Grasslands are an important resource to the State of Colorado with considerable economic 
and conservation significance. A state grass was designated to help inform and educate 
citizens and tourists about this resource. Citation: Senate Joint Resolution 13, 1987. 

lems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols. 

State Insect 

The Colorado Hairstreak Butterfly Hypaurotis cysaluswas adopted as the official state 
insect on April 17, 1996. The butterfly is two inches in width and has purple wings 
with black borders, orange accents in the comers and blue on the underside. It may be 
found on both sides of the Continental Divide at elevations of 6,500 to 7,500 feet, in 
its usual habitat of scrub oak ecosystems. Citation: Senate Bill 122, 1996; Colorado 

Revised Statute 24-80-913. 

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols. 

/ 

g 

· .. ,'.Wl).§r.e/t e Columbines Grow" was adopted as the official state song on May 8, 1915, by an act of the 
General AssemblY- he words were written and the music composed by A.J. Fynn. If you have audio, 
listen to the state son . 

Verse One 
Where the snowy peaks gleam in the moonlight, 
Above the dark forests of pine, 
And the wild foaming waters dash onward, 
Toward lands where the tropic stars shine; 
Where the scream of the bold mountain eagle 
Responds to the notes of the dove 
Is the purple robed West, the land that is best, 
The pioneer land that we love. 

Chorus 
Tis the land where the columbines grow, 
Overlooking the plains far below, 
While the cool summer breeze in the evergreen trees 
Softly sings where the columbines grow. 

Verse Two 
The bison is gone from the upland, 
The deer from the canyon has fled, 
The home of the wolf is deserted, 
The antelope moans for his dead; 

5/18/99 12:39 PM 
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· The war whoop re-echoes no longer, 

The Indian's only a name, 
· And the nymphs of the grove in their loneliness rove, 
But the columbine blooms just the same. 

Verse Three 
Let the violet brighten the brookside, 
In sunlight of earlier spring, 
Let the fair clover bedeck the green meadow, 
In days when the orioles sing, 
Let the golden rod herald the autumn, 
But, under the midsummer sky, 
In its fair Western home, may the columbine bloom 
Till our great mountain rivers run dry. 

Sheet music may be ordered through retail sheet music stores. It is not available from the State of 
Colorado. Citation: Senate Bill308, 1915; Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-909. 

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view more emblems and symbols. 

State Tartan 

The Colorado General Assembly passed a resolution adopting an official state tartan on March 3, 1997. 
The tartan is comprised of a pattern and colors that symbolize Colorado's splendor and history. The 
pattern or sett consists of primary blocks of forest green and cerulean blue separated by broad dividing 
bands ofblack, with the forest green checks containing two pairs oftram tracks consisting of lavender 
and white and with the cerulean blue checks containing a gold stripe with red guard lines. The official 
state tartan is a Celtic and a "district" tartan that may be worn by any resident or friend of Colorado 
whether or not of Celtic heritage. July 1st is designated as "Tartan Day" in Colorado under House Joint 
Resolution 96-1014. An image of the tartan will be available on this site after the tartan is registered 
with the International Association of Tartan Studies. Citation: House Joint Resolution 97-1016. 

Return to Emblems and Symbols or scroll down to view emblems and symbols. 

State 'free 

The Colorado Blue Spruce, Picea pungens, was adopted as the official state tree on March 7, 1939, by a 
resolution of the General Assembly. The Colorado Blue Spruce was first discovered on Pikes Peak in 
1862 and named by botanist C. C. Parry. This tree is known for its stately, majestic, symmetrical form 
and its beautiful silver-blue color. In Colorado, it grows in small, scattered groves or singly among 
ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, alpine fir and Englemann spruce. In the northern parts of its range it grows 
at the 6,000 to 9,000 feet elevation while in the southern parts of its range at 8,000 to 11,000 feet. Its 
color ranges from green to blue to silver, and is sometimes called the silver spruce. Colorado school 
children voted on Arbor Day in 1892 to name the blue spruce as the state tree, however it was not uritil 
1939 that the Colorado Blue Spruce was officially designated. Citation: House Joint Resolution 7, 1939. 

Return to Colorado State Archives Homepage 
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Some have discovered 
a fear they never had. 

!Some:Were mi)ved -to~) 
_, re::examine their ~fa1tii;J 

i or-tlieii tolerance~ ' 
.'-toward others. Some 
-looked' deep 1:rtside and 

asked a hard question: 
What can I do to 
prevent it from 
happening again? 

And many simply hugged their children harder. 

In the wake of last month's killings at 
Columbine High School, the Denver Rocky 
Mountain News asked 100 people how the . 
massacre has changed their lives. 

(Qne}lieme_ihaicomes-Jip agairi_aiid-againis ~>' 
, desire to connect with children: -

\, 

"The first thing I've learned is you can't be too 
involved in your child's life," one man said. 

Today. And tomorrow, too. 

"I just hope," another said, "we don't forget this 
soon." 

This begins an ongoing examination of a 
community searching for solutions. 

Here is a selection of the responses. 

Nancy Bachlet, 35, is a reporter for the 
Westminster Window. 

"The day after it happened, when I put my 
6-year-old son on the school bus -- something I 
really didn't want to do -- I promised up one side 
and down the other that his school was safe. 

"When he got to school, the first thing his 
teacher told the kids was what to do if an armed 
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gunman comes-into the classroom. 

"He came home so mad at me. He fdt I had lied 
to him and sent him someplace that wasn't safe. 
In essence, what Harris and Klebold did was 
destroy a level of trust between my" son and 
myself. 

"I have reinforced and re-emphasized what I had 
already been trying to teach him about violence 
and how to treat others. And I just try to talk to 
him more, and listen more." 

Jeremy Smith, 28, of Englewood, is a disc 
jockey for KRFX-FM radio and a ticket 
salesman for Ticketmaster. 

"The first thing I've learned is you can'tbe too 
involved in your child's life. With me working 
two jobs, it makes it rough. 

"With Cassie Bemall (the student who was . 
killed after acknowledging her faith in God), I 
couldn't say the same thing about my belief. 
Since then, I've been seeking the advice of 
friends who believe in God, and reconsidering 
religion." 

Michelle Graf, 36, is a therapist at Craig 
Hospital. Columbine is less than a mile from her 
home -- the school her two boys, 3 and 6, may 
one day attend. 

"I just ran home and grabbed my kids and 
hugged them. It made me more appreciative of 
my kids. 

"It also made me aware of my communi"ty, more 
attuned to our neighborhood. It made me want to 
become more involved -- n§1Tff.§l:With]he.need-s 
of-ourkids· but·with the·needs·ofall the kids in ---, 
tne-"neighoorliooa~"-----------·---- ·---- -- --~ --

"-- --~------ ----- -· ~ ./ 

Donna Legaard, 35, director of the LoDo 
Learning Center in Denver, is the mother of 
three children ages 3, 5 and 7. 

"They were so worried. My 5-year-old said, 
'Mommy, I hope when I go to high school 
somebody doesn't come in the school and hurt 
someone.' 

"I always knew you had to talk to your kids 
about drugs and alcohol and sex and stuff like 
that. Now, I realize you also have to talk to them 
about guns and violence and that they could 
possibly be hurt at school. 

5/18/99 11: 13 AM 
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"I'm going to tell them that they have to be 
careful. That you have to be nicer to people. The 
ultimate motive, I guess, is that you don't want 
people who could hurt them to get mad at them. 
Isn't that sad?" 

John Dunning, 59, of Aurora, is the author of 
The Bookman's Wake. 

He worries about the proliferation of 
pornography and violence on the Internet and 
the role that played in the shootings. 

"Columbine has changed me in darker ways 
than I like. I've always believed in the Bill of 
Rights and in the freedoms that we have. But we 
have become such an ugly, nasty civilization 
that I really have begun to wonder whether we 
are worthy of things like freedom of speech. I 
hate to see myself going that way, but 
sometimes I feel like I can't help it. 

"I think we're becoming an insane society. I 
don't know what we can do. I read a lot of stuff 
in the paper about how we have to listen to kids. 
That's just a platitude. They've got to get these 
awful weapons out of the hands of these kinds of 
people." 

Amy Hovland, 28, is director of the 
before-school and after-school care program at 
Kyffin Elementary Scpool in Golden. 

"On the Thursday after it happened, we put out 
paper, stickers, color, clay and let the kids 
express themselves however they wanted. Most 
of them chose to create something for the 
Columbine memorial. Some of them took an 
hour to get it just perfect. I remember one little 
kid asking me, 'How do you spell tragedy?' 

"That day will be one of the fondest memories 
that I will take with me -- the day those kids 
showed their true feelings of love and 
compassion for people they didn't even know." 

Jeannie Vanvelkinburgh, 38, ofDenver, was 
shot and paralyzed when she came to the aid of 
an African immigrant in downtown Denver. 

"The shootings just scared me very deeply. If 
my child was in that school, I would have found 
a way to get in there. 

"It's going to be hard for some of those who 
were injured. It's going to· be a different way of 
life, but it's life. 
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"I know I'm going to keep on going and I'm 
going to get better. I'm going to get a job and 
I'm going to make myself a better person. We 
can overcome anything if we can keep a strong 
heart." 

Julie Mecham, 18, of Aurora is a junior at 
Smoky Hill High School. 

She looks for "signs" now. 

"I look more towards people. Like, would they? 
Could they do that? I've kind of lost trust. 
School's kind ofuncomfortable." 

She has become more cautious, more courteous. 

"I watch more what I say. It's maybe nothing to 
you but it might really hurt someone else on the 
inside." 

Still, she's cautious on her terms. 

"I'm going to live. I'm not going to stay inside 
and hide. You have to live your life." 

ShannonClark, 30, of Littleton, is a senior 
account executive with MGA 
Commuunications. 

Clark's big, quick smile gives her away. 

"I really enjoy helping people." 

Now more than ever. 

"I've tried to be more helpful to other people and 
be kinder. It's so easy to get caught up with the 
!rivial things of life, parking problems, traffic 
Jams. 

"That's not what it's all about. I definitely look at 
life differently. It's more precious. You never 
know when it's taken away." 

Lance Burkett, 29, ofHighlands Ranch, is a 
financial examiner with the National 
Association of Security Dealers. He's also a 
member ofthe Columbine Class of'88. 

"The thing I've seen mostly is it really brought 
our class together. As soon as this happened I 
got hundreds of e-mails from people I hadn't 
talked to in 1 0 years. 

The shootings changed his outlook. 

"It makes you more open to all people. It makes 
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you more tolerant of everyone. That's the best 
thing I can pass on to anyone, to my unborn 
kids.· We should be more tolerant and accept 
other people's differences." 

Megan Zepeda, 35, of Denver, offers day care 
for children in her east Denver home. She has 
four children of her own. 

She's at home -- days and nights -- to feed, 
comfort, discipline, teach and guide her children 
in her Catholic beliefs. 

Her life makes more sense since the killings. 

"It's validated what I'm doing. I think family has 
really gone by the wayside. I think religion is 
really important and that's a big problem. We've 
lost a lot of religion and that's hard on people." 

She will do more of what she's been doing: 
keeping an eye on her kids and loving them. 

"I think people allow their kids to have too 
much privacy and autonomy in their homes. 
Then they blame schools, but that's not fair." 

Diana Davis, 48, of Lakewood, is a caterer, 
college student and mother of three. 

"You don't feel as secure. You feel more 
vulnerable. It's like the weight of the world, 
every so often it knocks you around a little to 
remind you things aren't always fair or just or 
even understandable. 

"We have talked a lot more with our kids about 
people being so angry and how it isn't good." 

Billie Furuichi, 55, Lakewood, is youth 
ministries director at Mile High Church of 
Religious Science. 

"When I realized it was affecting me deeply was 
the first time they (TV) showed the pictures of 
the people who had died.That's when I started 
to get real weepy. I realized that all of the kids 
in that school were really representative of the 
kids who go to our teen church. 

"That was when I knew I really had to do 
something. We are opening the doors to our teen 
center every afternoon from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. We 
had almost a mad-house rush to get some 
volunteers to help us and we got about 40 people 
on a list. 

·~~r~ .moti'{ated by_tl1e.Ci~i~t_q·f~~~~a_!!x-~~ .-.-~) 
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Laurie Clark, 49, Northglenn, is public 
relations manager for Cenikor Foundation Inc. 
and a volunteer victims advocate. 

She worked with relatives of the Columbine 
students that Tuesday. The next day, she had to 
notify one family that their child had died. 

"I'm still not over it. I'm so, so saddened by this. 

"I make sure that everyone that I care about 
knows how important they are to me. To try to 
live my life to the fullest and to stop caring 
about petty little things. To do my best in every 
aspect of my life. 

"Because that's what matters when you get to the 
end of the line. It's not who has the best car or 
the most toys, but whether you've made a 
difference." 

Lisa Gonzales, 35, Lakewood, is a group leader 
at a Lakewood day-care center and the mother of 
Jimmy, a Jefferson County high school 
freshman.· 

"It really scared me. We are talking more to 
Jimmy about his feelings about it and the 
anxiety he has felt since it happened. He is real 
nervous about going to school now and worries 
about 'What if it happens at my school.' 

"The parents have been talking about it a lot 
more and expressing their feelings about what 
they would like to see happen. 

"One of the things that came up is maybe it 
would be a good idea for all high school 
students to· have parenting classes so they would 
understand what is involved in raising a child." 

She plans to suggest the classes to her son's 
principal as well as the Jefferson County school 
board. 

Margaret Carpenter, 68, a retired teacher and 
assistant school superintendent, is mayor of 
Thornton. 

"Something has definitely changed in our 
society in the past 20 or 30 years to allow this 
kind of thing to happen. I don't mean to place 
blame. I am just wondering ifthere is anything I 
could have done, or anyone could have done. 
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C1A1Lof-us-need-to-take a long hard look~at-' 
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Lori Hernandez, 33, of Arvada, runs her own 
company, which helps parents find quality child 
care. She and her husband have two sons in 
Jefferson County schools, one 14 and one 8. 

"We've had real lengthy discussions on rock 
music. We went to a church ser.vice about rock 
music and video games.· 

"My 14-year~old feels everyone has some anger 
and rage about things that happen during the 
day, and for him the music is a release." 

Dr. Jeffrey Hurst, 43, a dentist who lives in 
Golden and owns a practice in Lakewood, has 
two children in Jefferson County schools. 

"The biggest way this has affected me is the 
impact it has had on my kids, their feeling that 
no matter what they do they will never be safe. 

"Eight days after Columbine, Pomona had a 
bomb threat. It panicked everyone. I explained 
to my son that there can't be that many crazy 
people in the world who would actually do 
something like that. But that very night a kid got 
shot in a school up in Canada. 

"I don't want to see our schools become like a 
prison under lockdown. I also don't want my 
kids to be afraid of everyone who looks 
different. 

"I don't want a world where we sacrifice 
individuality for a false sense of security. I have 
just tried to talk to my kids and listen to their 
concerns." 

Bill Whitfield, 38, ofDenver, is a security 
guard supervisor. 

"I'm leaving Colorado for one, as· soon as 
possible. Because I do not think Colorado is a 
good place to raise children. I'm moving to rural 
Tennessee. 

"I'm also going to work harder for the 
legalization of marijuana, because ifkids had 
access to soft drugs they'd be less stressed out. 

"And I'm getting rid of all my weapons. I used 
to go to gun shows, and believed in basic NRA 
philosophy, but from now on ifl have anything 
in my house· it'll be a baseball bat in case of an 
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intruder." 

Susan Rosser, 49, is a geologist who lives in 
unincorporated Arapahoe County. 

She and her husband have stopped letting their 
17-year-old son, Drew, play paintball, a war 
game using paint instead of bullets. They also 
refuse to let him watch The Matrix, a violent 
sci-fi movie, even though some of his friends 
have seen it several times. 

"It has made our family look in the mirror and 
really analyze some of the things we haven't 
questioned before. Things that maybe we 
allowed before, we're not allowing now." 

Derek Passarelli, 36, of south Jefferson County, 
is an attorney. He also coaches a soccer team of 
girls from Leawood and Powderhorn elementary 
schools. 

He moved his family back home to Colorado 
from Washington, D.C., because he thought it 
was a safer place for his 9-year-old daughter. 
Then came Columbine. 

"Boy, did that destroy some basic beliefs that I 
held to be true. 

"I guess the one thing that it woke me up to is 
that I better start being more aware of other 
people's children and helping them out. 

"One of the first things I did was fill out my 
~lunte_efl§nnTQillie_Chiicfiei1'8Leiaicer1t.ei--:=.-::-; 

again." 

Ellen Glover, 45, is a Web editor at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. 

Glover and her husband, Kent, are active in a 
Boy Scout troop that includes many students 
who were in Columbine when the terror erupted. 

"They've been traumatized by it," she said. "We 
made a commitment as a family to stay the 
course and support our friends. 

"We're going to try to get more families 
involved and show them that scouting has 
something to offer the community." 

Michele Skinrood, 47, ofWestminster, is a 
clerical assistant with a daughter at Northglenn 
High. 

"Your concerns and priorities change. Lisa came 
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home and sat in front ofthe TV and watched it. 
She later told me that two fliers were found at 
her school saying the Trench Coat Mafia would 
hit Northglenn next. 

"I feel like I'd like to move to Utah, but I know I 
wouldn't be any safer there. 

"The real fault lies with the parents. You see all 
this road rage in adults who are teaching their 
children it's all right to take out their anger in 
this manner." 

49, public relations director of the American 
Numismatic Association in Col~rado Springs. 

"This makes me wonder even more why there 
are so many guns. It just brought that home to 
me. You want to know what guns look like in 
school? That's what guns look like in school." 

Mike Salardino, 49, a stockbroker, is a board 
member of the Pueblo Boys and Girls Clubs and 
vice president of the Child Advocacy Center in 
Pueblo. 

"I plan to be much more vocal as an advocate of 
discipline in schools -- and I'm talking about 
everything from dress codes to the way they 
treat one another -- reduction of violence in 
televison, movies and video games, curtailment 
of accessibility to automatic weapons. · 

"I think there should be more parental 
responsibility. We have too many spoiled-brat 
yuppie parents that don't want to raise their 
children. I couldn't have hid a pack of cigarettes 
from my parents, let alone assault weapons and 
bombs. 

"I don't think parents are paying attention to 
their children, and if they're not going to, then 
society has to start paying attention." 

John Yee, 78, of Denver, is a retired teacher and 
head of the Denver-Kunming Sister City 
Committee. He serves on a Denver Rotary Club 
committee on youth. 

"We really need to take stock of where we're 
going, if we really want to have a happier life in 
this world and more security. 

"Are we willing to make some sacrifices to do 
the right thing? Maybe we need to pay more 
attention to other people, to learn to give more 
of our time, and share our feelings to help other 
people. 
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"I will try to find kids who need guidance and 
help. And I would like to see this society have 
the gumption to repeal the Second Amendment 
and get rid of the guns. 

"The reason evil (prevails) is because good 
people don't do anything." 

Jim Casperson, 51, is a business consultant 
from Littleton. His twin daughters, Kelly and 
Kerry, are juniors at Columbine High School. 

"It changes your perspective on life. I consider 
myself very lucky, and I just absolutely hurt for 
those families (whose children were killed). 

"It scared the crud out of me, but after it was all 
over, the support of friends and family and 
people I didn't know was absolutely incredible. 
When I went to King Sooopers Wednesday 
morning, I got hugs from all the checkers. 

"I hug my kids more, and I called other people 
in the community to see if they needed help. I 
went to a member of the SWAT team and 
thanked him. 

Casperson is volunteering as treasurer of Art for 
the Heart Foundation, a non-profit group. 

"My job is to make sure we go down the right 
path and we spend the money that's raised the 
right way. We do it from the heart." 

Lou.Lopez, 67, of Denver, is a retired police 
lieutenant and former commander of the gang 
unit. 

"It made me sick and ill. You have to be 
cold-blooded son of a gun not to have some 
emotional trauma as a result of it." 

He renewed his commitment to keep working 
with youth. But it also hit home how tough it is 
to come to grips with youth violence. 

"There are experts that have far greater 
knowledge than a lot of us do, but even they 
have not been able to come up with a solution." 

Jessica Busick, 15, attends a Jefferson County 
high school and works part time at a Taco Bell. 

She bought a blue and silver teddy bear and left 
it at the Clement Park memorial site. And she 
has stopped kidding around about violence -­
"Saying things like 'Oh my God, he's going to 
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kill me!' You can't joke like that any more 
because somebody might actually think that 
there's something going wrong~ 

"I don't think we'll ever be able to do it again, 
that joking. I don't mind." 

Sumiko Hennesey, 61, of Aurora, is executive 
director of the, Asia Paci'fic Development Center. 

"When I was 7 years old in Japan, we were 
coming back from the rural area. One stray 
American plane came over, saw a group of 
children going home, and he dived at us and 
shot at us. We all ran for cover. I was not injured 
but whenever I hear a plane, I sweat. And 
children being shot at -- that's an image that I 
always carry with me. 

"The majority of our programs at the center are 
aimed at adults, but we're shifting to youth, 
especially to develop peer counselors among 
kids. 

"Adults don't have any relationships with some 
of these kids. Maybe through (peer counselors) 
we can have entree to these students. In our 
training for peer counselors, up to now, we 
looked at trying to avoid alcohol and drugs, but 
now we will refocus on violence and alienation." 

Sharon Docherty, 30, ofLafayette, is an 
elementary school music teacher. 

"As a teacher, it makes me realize that there is a 
lot more that's expected of us than just dealing 
in academics. 

"Somehow, because of the Columbine incident, 
the role of teacher is now spotlighted as being 
multifaceted. I feel that there's this expectation 
now for teachers to be protectors as well as 
educators, psychologists as well as teachers." 

Bill Howard, 44, is a consultant who lives in 
Boulder. 

"I think that, if there was any innocence left in 
the world, it certainly took a hit right in the 
heart. 

"You could hear it ripping your soul out, your 
innocence, your faith. It just trashed them. The 
challenge is to somehow rekindle the hope. 

"You have to work through other people to help 
young people in some ways, through service 
activities. Because obviously, kids these days 
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have more going on than we ever did when I 
was that age." 

Howard did one thing right away. 

"It made me change my prayers. It made me 
pray for those families." 

Nancee Martin-Coffey, 45, is a seminarian in 
Boulder. · 

"It has encouraged me to be more thoughtful 
about people who are marginalized. And, in 
conversing with my (four) children, it has 
caused me to talk about befriending all sorts of 
people, to enter into conversations with them 
about people who are usually pushed aside, to be 
more thoughtful about who is in and who is 
out." 

Grace Brock, 41, ofLakewood, is a jazz singer 
and composer. She was so moved by the killings 
that she wrote The Strangling Weed. 

"It asks questions like how does this happen. 

"We have all committed acts of anger. Now, I'm 
more aware of it. Whatever seed you plant, it's 
going to grow. It starts in ways that seem subtle, 
but if left unchecked, it grows into a searing 
hatred, a strangling weed." 

Sister Elizabeth Bornhoft, 77, Denver, is a 
Roman Catholic nun. She runs a program called 
Quest for Peace to help young people respect 
and love themselves, others and God. 

"It has made me more determined to reach our 
young people with the truth, and let them know 
that God loves them. 

"I'm more determined to further the family 
pledge of non-violence." 

Diana Barnhill, 46, of Castle Rock, is a 
business administrator in a Lakewood dental 
office. 

"People are so cruel to each other. If they just 
would bite their tongue and allow other people 
to be who they are, some of the anger wouldn't 
happen. 

"I hope it makes people more ready to reach out, 
as opposed to hiding in their houses and 
isolating themselves in fear and suspicion. 

"Trust is a hard thing. You have to believe in 
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your fellow man." 

Cody Stephenson, 17, attends a Jefferson 
County high school. 

"I kept thinking how sad it was. And I was kind 
of confused about why they would do that. 

"Now, I'm more aware ofwho's around and 
what they're doing -- at school, and just 
anywhere, I guess. And I'm careful not to 
criticize people -- especially people who are, 
like, secluded. I'm more careful not to criticize 
people just because they're different from me." 

Pedro Saenz, 44, is a senior software engineer 
who lives in Aurora. 

"What if this had happened at my 
granddaughter's elementary? That child is my 
life. 

"I tum the TV off a little more. We sit around 
together and we play board games a little more. 
You enjoy every minute a little more." 

Dee Wisor, 47, is an attorney who lives in 
Arapahoe County. 

"I happen to have two weapons in my house left 
over from hunting with my father as a young 
man, and I guess I see no reason to keep them 
anymore. 

"I kept them for sentimental reasons, but now 
I'm looking for a way to get rid of them. That's 
my little contribution." 

Barb Vogel, 48, ofDenver, is an elementary 
school teacher. 

"It makes me even more determined to teach 
children to balance their minds and their hearts. 
It makes me even more determined to teach 
models oftolerance. 

"I plan to continue my daily fight, a mission to 
awaken children to their social consciousness. 

-----·-"1 live under the philosophy of ~Do_smalLthings- ____ / 
:wit_[gr_e_atJ<5.v_-e_~·~; 

Toni Lopez, 25, of Thornton, works as a data 
entry processor. She has two daughters, 4 and 1. 

"It will affect me as far as sending my children 
to public school. I'm thinking twice about that. 
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"I would do it basically for their safety and 
knowing at least in a private school, even though 
they have to wear uniforms and stuff, it'll be 
safer and it'll cut teasing and all that other stuff 
back." · 

Calixto Ortiz, 48, of Denver, who works as a 
food distributor, is the father of four, ages 21, 
15, and 5-year-old twins. 

"We probably will be closer and appreciate our 
kids more and spend more time with them, 
because you don't realize that kind of thing can 
happen. 

"Sometimes you get so busy with your jobs and 
you don't spend enough time with your kids and 
you don't talk to them about their lives." 

Viviana Carbajal, 14, ofDenver, is a freshman 
at West High School. 

"It already affected my school as soon as it 
happened. I was shocked along with everyone 
else. We didn't even have school the next day. 

"When we finally returned to school, we were 
like in a prison. Every time you had to go into 
the building you had to show your identification. 
There was one entrance and everybody had to go 
through there. Security was at all the doors. No 
trench coats. You had to be in class, no passes. 

"I pray when I go to church every Sunday, and 
during the week I prayed. It's like you can't 
really avoid anything like that. All you can do is 
be careful and hope for the best." 

Sally Hopper, 64, former state senator from 
Golden and grandmother of five. 

"I was absolutely out of commission for a 
couple of days, like a loss in the family." 

Since, Hopper has been "maybe living each day 
a little fuller. I called a friend, an old friend in 
Tennessee, who has been diagnosed with cancer. 
You realize you don't want to lose track of 
friends or let time pass you by. All of a sudden, 
you realize how fragile life is." 

Lontine Chavez, 59, ofDenver, co-owns Hair 
People, a hair salon in Cherry Creek North. 

He said the shootings "make me a much stronger 
advocate for gun control." 

"I just hope we don't forget this soon." 
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Jon Caldara, 34, ofBoulder, is president of the 
Independence Institute, a free-market think tank 
in Golden, and a talk show host on 850 KOA. 

The political impact, which halted relaxation of 
concealed-weapons laws in Colorado, was 
"absolutely devastating," he said. "It was 
unreasonable." 

"In the world of public policy, people use 
tragedies like this to promote emotional political 
causes. Chasing out the NRA because of this 
shooting was an emotional reaction, not a 
reasonable response." 

Colline Owens, 36, of Aurora, manages a dry 
cleaning store and has a 3-year-old. 

"I'm going to be paranoid to let my child go to 
school by himself. If it's this violent now, how is 
it going to be by the time my child goes to 
school? I just think it's going to be a cold, cold 
world we live in." 

Kendra Kitashima, 18, is a senior at Highlands 
Ranch High School. 

"I'm more scared that the way I look at a person 
may be taken wrong. I'm careful of what I say to 
people. Going back to school the next day felt 
different. You look at people and think, 'What 
if?' The ones who did this looked normal, too. 

"I'm trying to be extra nice to everybody. I used 
to talk about people all the time but now I'll 
keep my opinions to myself. I'm careful how I 
look at a person. " 

Jerry Lewis, 71, Cherry Hills, works in the oil 
industry. 

"Primarily, it's made me aware of how precious 
our families are. And I go along with the 
observation that when spiritual values and God 
were taken out of the schools, what replaced 
them was violence and immoral behavior." 

Lewis and his wife do volunteer work for a 
group called Young Life, which shares the 
Gospel with school-aged children. 

"I've been motivated to put more efforts into 
that. I will certainly try to get more Young Life 
alumni involved again in helping kids." 

Beth Pfalmer, 50, ofDenver, is director of 
Work and Family Resource Center, a state 
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agency that provides support to families and 
children. 

"I will never, ever again, take lightly the 
comment that parenting is a really hard job. I 
will offer support and understanding and, 
hopefully, help. In the elevators, in the parking 
lots, in casual encounters. 

"And one more thing, I live near a junior high 
and an elementary school and I'm the goofy lady 
who speaks to every child I see. I ask questions 
like, 'How are you doing?' 'How's school?' 'Are 
you hanging in there?' I will continue to speak to 
every child I see. 

"Most of us ignore children and half of us are 
afraid of them, and, you know what? They are 
just great kids who need our attention, every 
single one of them." 

Marilynn Force, mid-40s, of Wheat Ridge, is 
director of the Small Business Development 
Center at the Boulder Chamber of Commerce. 

"The thing that strikes me the most is that in our 
culture there is no forgiveness. We are a real 
driven culture. People are ·so busy and so driven 
that they have forgotten that people need to 
learn and make mistakes and be forgiven for 
them." 

Michelle Mcinturf, 37, of Aurora, is a sales 
clerk. 

"Sometimes we take our kids for granted. I 
usually give both my kids a kiss goodbye. Now I 
make sure I do it every day. 

"I kiss them and I hug them and I tell them I 
love them." 

Jon Huddleston, 28, of Castle Rock, co-owns 
Douglas County Guns in Castle Rock. 

"It does cause you to look at kids that come in 
just looking. It causes you to look at them 
maybe a little more suspicious. 

"There have been kids that come in and say, 
'Why can't you sell it to me?' I've said, 'You 
could give me a million dollars and there's no 
way I'm going to sell you the firearm."' 

Jim Wallendorf, 58, of Castle Rock, is 
principal of ThunderRidge High School in 
Highlands Ranch. 
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"I am being a lot more observant of students in a 
positive way. I'm looking at kids who may be 
lonely or sad or by themselves and I'm trying to 
be a friend to them. 

"There was a lot of horror that happened, but it 
also started pointing out that there are a lot of 
lonely people out there. 

"Most and most and most won't do anything to 
harm another person, but they're in a lot of 
pain." 

John De Ia Hoz, 32, ofDenver, runs an Internet 
marketing business. 

He has been saying extra prayers for victims, 
their families and friends. And he volunteered to 

{Sreate·a·wel5 _ sjfe I9i-tliegroup.Eamily:_Support ~ 
(Networks,. wliicli:§JJP-p_::_ons. fir~jma]aw_ ~; 

c~: ·el!f9r~~.!l!~ntp~rso®eLfacing=their.-owii-_·) 
c~e-~~~i~~~~fl:om _'Yha!_:_tl]~y·saw_aCGqillm!Jj_!!_~. :=-:.; 

"I figured it was something I could do to help 
out. You see all these people hurt and you wish 
you could help them." 

Chris Walter, 39, of Lakewood, is a home day 
care provider. 

"I'm a Brownie leader and one of my moms 
asked me what to do about it. I said I didn't 
know, that there's just no way to control it, no 
easy answers. · 

"I don't know what to do with my own kids 
except pray for them to make it through school. 
My first thought was home school. Just pull 
them out. 

"But I really think it comes down to respect. I 
think we're losing respect for ourselves, our 
parents, our elders, everything around us in 
general. 

"I'm going to help my children learn to respect 
the people and things that are around them by 
my example and taking more time with them, 
working with them, being more patient with 
them." 

Larry Weisberg, 55, ofBoulder, is leaving CU, 
where he taught advertising for six years, to 
return to the advertising business in the East. 

(_He_cont~c_!ed.l_ ~-pe"QpJe3ii)lie ·adyertisin-g ------_; 
J. ·ind~s~r)r Jo:seJ ,up _a ~e~~<lr:.~c~oun(fqf_ (>Jf~2[---; 

.._ ~the.mJured.Columbme stuClents._ -_/ 
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"I'm trying to look at things in a more tolerant 
fashion. The Dali Lama came to Boulder a few 
years ago and I read the text of his speech in the 
paper. He talked about tolerance and respect for 
other people. That's what is missing. 

"I know some people who say they aren't going 
to change or others who think the media is 
covering this too much, but I'm trying to do 
something that is right for me." 

Lush B. Lofton, 77, is a retired construction 
worker who lives in Denver. 

When Lofton was growing up, people weren't 
shy about getting after youngsters who got into 
trouble. 

"People -- your neighbors -- if your dad or 
mother wasn't there, and they saw you doing 
something wrong, they would speak to you." 

Lofton plans to be more vigilant with the 
youngsters around him, and with his four 
grandchildren. 

Janet Ruli, 31, ofDenver, is a cocktail waitress. 

The Columbine shootings reinforced a decision 
Ruli had already made: She won't have children. 

It also reminded the native ofNew Orleans that 
she can't escape violence, no matter where she 
goes. 

Barbara Allen, 61, a Navajo Indian, is a retired 
teacher who lives in Aurora. 

"I'm not one that cries. But this brought tears to 
my eyes. I thought about my two grown 
daughters who live in California with their 
husbands and my three grandchildren. 

"I decided that I will visit with them more than I 
have in the past because the way things are 
today, tomorrow is not promised. 

"Being a retired school teacher also made me 
want to volunteer more of my time with youth 
organizations." 

Randy Cravens, 34, ofDenver, is program 
manager for the Cole-Beacon Program at Cole 
Middle School, an after-school program for· 
youth. · 

"We used to have sterotypes of what kind of 
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kids were the most dangerous. And now I have 
reorganized my thoughts about what kind of 
kids are capable ofbeing as destructive as the 
gang-hangers. 

"I'm doing a double take with these white kids 
with their ears pierced and tattoos. I'm now 
doing the same thing when I see white kids 
walking down the street as whites do when they 
see black kids. I cross the street because they 
might snap. I look at them in the grocery store 
like 'Is he one?' 

"I don't look at them like punks anymore. I look 
at them as potential Columbine students walking 
around, because you just don't know. Their 
incomes didn't matter and their skin colors didn't 
matter." 

Jeff Martinez, 29 of Aurora, is a public affairs 
representative at Kaiser Permanente. 

"My brother Matthew will be 13 soon. It 
underscores the importance ofbeing involved in 
his life. Being there for him when he has 
concerns or questions. Play a more active role in 
his life, be his support and help build his 
foundation. 

(The ·incident-also-made me-think,-'Am-1 -tolerant _ 
< -of peopleTAiri"-Ygoing·oueofmay~way to·make; -- -~ 

~people T~f~~IAfortabJ~iftfctf'e~Jvhlii~a <faifyT~ . 
- AmTreac_!lin_g..:_()l:l~Jq_-_ktQ~-.Qr Jea~]ling_-~l!_t_jn my··- ;: 

' -comrimnity?' -, - - . ---
, _____ ------ --~- ./ 

., "::r'hose are the kinds -of-things-that-we-only-look-:> 
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By Brian Weber 
Denver Rocky Mountain News Education Writer 

This time next week they're graduates, former 
Columbine High students. 

Reluctantly. 

Some in the Class of '99 want another year to 
rewrite their final days. 

They want all the fun seniors traditionally enjoy 
at the end of the year: pranks, classes with no 
consequences, powderpuff football games, 
senior cut day, yearbook signings in the 
commons on the last day of school, a party at 
Chatfield Reservior. 

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold stole all that 
when they killed 12 students, one teacher and 
themselves April 20. (The-two-kills:.rs.:woUl<tha:V:eJ 

Cgraauafea~Too.-So~woulo]wo_oftlfeit::victi@s:~-/ 
ds_g@h§h_Qyls~antl~t.aurerLTowiisend.-~· 

"We've missed a lot," Michele Fox said. "Even 
though we're bitter toward Eric and Dylan, it's 
sad that two murderers were in our class. "This 
whole thing just seems like a dream and I'm 
going to wake up soon." 

Most seniors dream of graduation and later 
fondly remember the ceremony .. rT~-killings~ 

~_j1rake-Satmday'.[:graguati_on-all-_th_~mo~e .=.:;­
.c---§_igni(IQanj:}lJ1d-n~ssary;experts-say. __ --- -- --~ - - _______ ...) 

.:'_Th-e 440 seniors-faced-a-trauma -that-forever--:::J 
cd1stingul.shes-:ilieffi-and -their~ scliool;=:-'f&ey-==J 
r~yffureifiogetlier:~N8w :tllei ne-errfO~c~lebtate __ _) 
:th~icirfdivioual:an(Ccollective:accomplisnments> 
~togethet;.:-sa:ia FtedDeilliy~: professor_ offeligious·-'l 
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Their ceremony points out how our culture's 
rituals help make sense of life, said Denny, who 
has studied myths and rituals. They distinguish 
the mundane from the moving, they congratulate 
and offer time to reflect and forgive. 

These students need that. 

"Ceremonies like this are very important to 
reafirm our civic values and things we hold 
important in our society," Denny said. 

Students will gain closure as the day opens the 
c _fir~~~]TI_ajofpass~g-~ ~9f;th:~!r y_oti_!ig liv~~:~·~J!'~-::) . , 
~ say:t_J!g:~'W e'f~)lQtgiVmg.up .. We're.not gomg.to . ./ 
~ __ quit~~~ J)~if!}y_-~~iQ:. _; · 

There is fear. Congregating under the sun at 
Fiddler's Green Amphitheatre may stir bad 

0 0 

memones. 

"I'm kind of paranoid about graduating," Fox 
said. "I think a lot of people are afraid that 
something's going to happen. It's in the back of 
your mind. 

"The ceremony will be real hard for each of us. II 

Columbine students appreciate that people care 
about them, want to_ !9;1Q":V hQ\YJh~y are. ?fliey~) 

lwish-t!i_eirs_ could-be a.routine graduation; but 
"they doubt that will happen. 

"We just want it to be normal," Krissa Eggert 
said. "We don't want any media there. We don't 
want anyone except family." 

Actually, plans call for calm coverage compared 
with the media onslaught that followed for 
weeks after the tragedy. Representatives of print, 
radio and television will form a "pool" to greatly 
reduce the number of journalists at the 
ceremony. 

However, President Clinton is scheduled to visit 
Thursday, which will heighten interest. 

Principal Frank DeAngelis will speak at 
graduation, as will various students who tried 
out for the honor before the tragedy. Students 
want a rememberance of the dead and words for 
the living. 

"We'll get encouragement out of it," Laurel 
Seaholm said. "Kids deserve the time spent on 
them." 

They are more than ready to leave Chatfield 
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High, where they had to go after the rampage. 
Security is so tight it feels like a prison, students 
said. They spend little time on academics. Some 
classes play board games. Some respond to 
letters from well-wishers around the world. 

"School is pretty much stupid," Eggert said. 
"We tie-dyed shirts in my physics class." 

She also created her own time capsule, a letter 
about herself and her times to future generations 
of her family. 

"I'll give it to them on their graduation day," she 
said." 
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By Katie Kerwin McCrimmon 
Denver Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 
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._:._Colurnbme's -rnarehmg band a gam-next year-:~ 

"We'll find a way for you to march," Castaldo's 
father, Rick Castaldo, has told his son. 

~-~.a_s_tald<;>;:l},)sfigliting5ack-fiorn at feast four~~' 
, r· gunshQf}Y<)l))la};)p his clie_sf, b)lclCaqd ~le1larm. 
~--~oil·e·ofthe-b!!He:rs~bruisedllls~ spinal cord/ 
.. --leaving·'fi(m~with·J!_qJeeliugJ5elowjhe -che-sL~' 
'---·--· _ _,.-- --

He remains in fair condition at Swedish Medical 
Center. 

On Saturday he hoped to meet with participants 
at a PeaceJarn seminar at Regis University, but a 
minor lung infection kept him in his hospital 
bed. 

Castaldo has been active in PeaceJarn and had 
his picture taken with the Dalai Lama, the 1989 
Nobel Peace Prize winner. When the two met, 
the Dalai Lama kissed Castaldo's hands and told 
him he was special. Castaldo relishes that 
moment and keeps the photo in his hospital 
room. 

Rick Castaldo carne to the PeaceJarn event in his 
son's place. He said Richard is recovering well 
and remains committed to the group's goal of 
nonviolence. 

"When he's better, he'll continue to be a part of 
PeaceJarn. He believes in the importance of 
pulling the community together for healing and 
stopping violence," Rick Castaldo said. 

As Richard Castaldo heals, his father is 
preparing to mount attacks on the violence and 
pornography that kids can access on the Internet. 
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In about a week, Richard Castaldo is expected to 
be transferred to Craig Rehabilitation Center, 
where he will begin months of intensive therapy. 

For now, Castaldo's spirits are high despite his 
injuries. He has been having some muscle 
spasms in his lower body, which gives his 
family hope that someday he may walk again. 

A steady stream of sports stars and rock singers 
has boosted Castaldo's will to recover. He's been 
invited to jam on his saxophone with the Allman 
Brothers when they play Red Rocks on June 12, 
ifhe's well enough. 

"I think that's done wonders for his spirits," Rick 
Castaldo said of all the well-wishers. 

Castaldo sometimes talks about the horror of 
being shot at Columbine High School. He was 
one of 21 people injured April 20, when Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold killed 12 fellow 
students and one teacher. 

Richard Castaldo remembers being shot and 
· playing dead. Then, when he thought it was safe, 
he raised one of his arms in a bid for help. As 
SWAT officers moved in to rescue him, 
Castaldo recalls the sound of a pipe bomb 
exploding nearby. 

He is not bitter or angry. But he has wondered 
how kids could commit such an evil act. 

Castaldo transferred to Columbine this year after 
attending Machebeuf for his first two years of 
high school. He wanted to be with friends at 
Columbine and play in their band. He loves 
music and while he's shy, friends say he has a 
great personality. That spirit is showing through 
now. 
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By Rebecca Jones 
Denver Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 

Sixteen-year-old Columbine High School 
shooting victirrfUtnce Kirklin ,Walked into a 
news conference'Fnaay fo~a:i1llounce to the 
world, "I feel great." 

Lance has been at Denver Health Medical 
Center since April 20, when he was shot five 
times, including a shotgun blast that destroyed 
much of the lower left side ofhis face. 

He has undergone nearly 30 hours of surgery for 
wounds on his face, leg and chest. Repairing his 
jaw will take possibly six more surgeries. But 
doctors call his recovery "amazing" and predict 
he will be able to go home within a week. 

"Lance is a uniquely courageous man," said Dr. 
Ernest Moore, chief of surgery and trauma 
services at the hospital. 

He still speaks with difficulty, sometimes 
touching the bandage over the hole surgeons 
opened in his throat to help him breath, but 
doctors say they expect him to regain full 
speaking ability. 

Lance asked for the press conference because he 
wants the community to know he's feeling fine 
and he wants to encourage the other Columbine 
students who remain hospitalized. 

On the morning of the shooting, he was leaving 
the cafeteria to go outside for a cigarette, 
followed by his friends Dan Rohrbough and 
Sean Graves, when he was hit. They ·were 
among the first to be shot. Dan did not survive. 
Sean remains at Craig Hospital, partially 
paralyzed. 

"At first, I thought it was a senior prank," Lance 
said. 
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He said he did not know the shooters, and he 
remembers seeing only their shadows. He says 
he was about 50 feet from them when he was 
hit. Afterward, he said, he remained fully 
conscious for about 10 minutes, then slipped in 
and out of consciousness until rescuers reached 
him. 

In addition to the shotgun wound in his face, 
Kirklin's left thigh bone was shattered by a 
bullet. He also sustained bullet wounds in his 
right chest, his right groin and left foot. Doctors 
sayhe was shot by three guns. 

One of the pellets from the shotgun blast has 
migrated into his heart, and two remain in his 
lungs, but doctors don't believe they pose a risk. 

"His sheer survival is a miracle in itself," said 
Dr. Stephen Batuello, a surgeon who oversaw 
the reconstruction of Lance's face. Doctors took 
some bone and tissue from his leg to rebuild his 
jaw. ' 

A hospital spokeswoman says Lance's medical 
bills are now close to $1 million, but thanks to 
widespread donations, she doesn't expect the 
Kirklin family will be forced to pay any of that. 

He continues to be fed through a gastric tube, 
but he's anxiously awaiting the day -- which 
may come in about two weeks -- when he can 
swallow normally. "I want a drink," he said. 
"Apple juice." 

Flanked by his parents, Dawn and Mike Kirklin, 
Lance described his typical day: Nurses change 
the bandages on his face early in the morning, 
then he spends time with his family and visitors, 
then he heads to grueling physical therapy 
session twice a day. In the late afternoon and 
evening, he sees more visitors. 

His father offered thanks for all the love and 
support the family has received. 

"I hope this tragedy can get the world to focus 
on love and family," Mike Kirklin said. "Get to 
know your kids, and what they're doing," he 
urged parents. 

May 15,1999 
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Tragedy rewrites speech. 

By Janet Bin~ham 
Denver Postducation Writer 

May 17 - From the time she first heard it,Sai-a Martgywas struck by 
the story of the chapel and the stained glass-:-- · --
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Now the stained glass will be a central metaphor of her speech at 
graduation ceremonies Saturday. Martin, who will head to St. John's 
College in Annapolis, Md., in the fall, is one of several students 
selected to speak atz!!f~j~.Y~n_l ~f:fig_Cller's-JJreen/ 

She first heard the story last March when she and Lauren Townsend 
and other members of their Advanced Placement English class visited 
England as part of a class trip. 

At King's College Chapel in Cambridge, Martin heard how the people 
of the town had wanted to preserve the chapel's centuries-old stained 
glass from the heavy bombing that took place during World War II. 

Citizens came together and decided that each person would take home 
one piece of the precious glass and hide it so it would be safe if the 
Germans invaded. 

After the war, they reunited and put all the pieces back together. Light 
pouring into the chapel once again illuminates the stories told in the 
glass. It is still possible to see the lines where the pieces were taken 
apart. 

Now, following the shootings at Columbine that took the lives of 
Martin's classmate Townsend and her good friend Cassie Bemall, 
Martin said she has come to realize deeper meanings in that story. 
Townsend and Bemall were among 12 students and a teacher gunned 
down on April 20 by two students who then took their own lives. 

"We are the stained glass," she will tell the members of the Columbine 
Class of 1999. 

"We are the windows, and through each of us is reflected our 
experience and what we make of that." 

When all the pieces are brought together, it is then that the whole 
picture is seen. "It is up to everyone what they do with this experience, 
where they go from here," she said. 

She also sees a metaphor for community. Like the people in England 
who came together to preserve the historic stained glass from the 
ravages of war, "so our community has to come together. We all add to 
each other and support each other." 
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Martin still is re-work1ng her speech, still polishing it, changing the 
wording. 

Certainly the focus has changed a lot since early April, before the 
shooting, when Martin was chosen as a graduation speaker. 

As she told a reporter at Time Magazine shortly after the shooting, she 
had wanted to write about all the people and good times she had loved 
at Columbine High. "I have loved oysters at 7 in the morning in the 
teachers' lounge with Mme. Lutz and the halls that smelled like rotting 
Easter eggs," she had written. "I have loved fire drills and Tai Chi on 
the lawn with Mr. Kritzer's philosophy class. I have loved you and our 
moments of folly together ... We're all looking for passion, for 
something, anything in our lives ... " 

But then came April 20. Martin was in the choir room, and was among 
the students who made it out early. Townsend and Bemall died in the 
library~ A gunman asked Bemall if she believed in God. When she said 
"yes," the gunman shot her. 

Martin's first reaction when she heard of the death of her friends was 
despair. As she told the Time reporter, "When those guys walked into 
the hallways in their trench coats and their bombs, they brought in fear 
and hate and pushed out everything else - every ounce of life." But her 
perspective has changed since, partly because of the positive changes 
she's seen in people's lives because of her friend's stand. The story of 
Bemall's strong commitment to her faith has circled the globe. Dave 
McPherson, Martin's pastor at West Bowles Community Church, told 
the congregation Sunday how even in a tiny village called Mayan 
Abun in the Sudan, villagers have built a memorial in their church to 
Bemall. Bemall's family has received thousands of letters from 
throughout the country. Opening one at random, McPherson read how 
Bemall's stand had changed a man's life. 

Bemall's mother, Misty, approached Martin in church Sunday, gave 
her a joyous hug, and invited her and other members of the church 
youth group over for something to eat a little later. Inspired by the faith 
of her friend and her friend's mother, Martin is developing the 
metaphor of the stained glass. She wants to talk more, she said, about 
one of the chapel windows, "the window of death and resurrection." 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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C.onsensus sougtlt 0n-donatig_nsJ· 

By Jim Hughes 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

May 16- How do you finance the healing of a broken-hearted 
community? 

It's a question that has been answered often in recent years, and the 
answers are the same as those to the question of financing a high 
school band trip: car washes, not mill levies; donations, not municipal 
bonds. 

In Springfield, Ore., Paducah, Ky., Jonesboro, Ark., and other 
communities where children have been slain by armed classmates, 
donating money in the aftermath is recognized as a vital part of moving 
on from such time-stopping tragedy. 

The emotional havoc rendered by the shootings at Columbine High 
School on April20, when two students fatally shot a teacher and 12 of 
their classmates and injured 23 others with bombs and bullets before 
apparently killing themselves, defies the balm of simple compensation. 
But still, cash donations best manifest the desire of a community to 
help heal those whose lives have been so publicly broken. 

With the violence at Columbine the first of its kind in a major 
American metropolitan area, the fund-raising stakes, like the body 
count, have gone up. Where Springfield relief funds reached $450,000 
and Jonesboro citizens mustered $400,000, the coffersofColor:iqQ.'s_} 

(post=Columbine_cl:ratjfi~$-alr~~gy ~~f~_plf~li!nifu~$2StifiTIIQ.1i mark? So 
on-whar exactly should that money be spent? Victims' funeral expenses 
and hospital bills? Scholarships for victims who lived? Memorials? 
Violence-prevention curricula? Repairs to the ravaged school itself? 

These expenses and others have bee~I[aj_(j])y_ii.onpi_ofifgroups.iru)ther ~ / ~~tv 
,:__ ~erican·comm~!litg:_s 11o\\' _for~~er link~d~()_ th~-c_()ll1IE_bine ___ :· -~ ~~hfl.o 
·z·n_~!ghborho_q9. )'he disbursement of funds has been the cause of some 

acrimony in these towns, though; who qualifies for funds and for what 
purposes have been questions hotly debated elsewhere. 

The only way the post-Columbine effort can transcend that 
contentiousness, relief workers said, is if the atmosphere of good faith 
that has coalesced in Colorado these past weeks persists. 

Columbine fund administrators met last week to discuss how best to 
move into the long-term phase of distributing money. They are 
expected to announce their plan Monday. 

"This is a very complicated matter," warned Cindy Brown, director of 
Ribbon of Promise. The group, a national organization dedicated to 
preventing youth violence, was formed after the May 1998 shootings at 
Thurston High School in Springfield, Ore. 

"Nobody's ever written a how-to book on something like this," Brown 
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said. "Our position is that the communities have been through a lot. 
Everybody is a victim and needs to just work together and see the 
goodness that most people are trying to give. That's what we 
encourage. It's certainly not something communities need to disagree 
over." · 

But they have. Disagreements over how funds should be spent, who 
should manage them and who should qualify to receive them will 
probably strike the relief effort in Colorado, as they have elsewhere, 
said John Lively, chairman of the committee administering the 
Thurston Healing Fund. 

"Don't rush it," Lively said. "At least consider all of the opinions before 
you start rushing into making emotional decisions. Early on (in 
Springfield), it was not clear what we should do. The emotions of the 
day would have been just to write the checks and worry about it later. 
We could have written some really big checks. But the further you get 
from the event, the more those long-term needs become known, and 
the less sources (for more funding) there are." 

More than a year after the Springfield shootings, psychological 
counseling, extended physical therapy and medical care and 
transportation expenses remain as important expenditures for the 
Thurston Healing Fund, he said. 

On Thursday, Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas met 
with representatives from about 15 funds aiding the Columbine 
community. 

"It was a pretty good conversation," said Danielle Corriveau ofcMile/ 
dfigl}_Dnited Way, whichthr.o_ugli its:ti_s:;:tlihg_fl!f1d has_QQ.llected~$2~, 
/ million,;" In the end; it seemed that the conversation kind of went 
\ -around that a collaboration of efforts would be a very good idea. But 

how that specifically is g~ing to work has yet to be determined." 

The groups represented at that meeting control the bulk of what has 
been raised, but an exact accounting of Columbine charity may never 
be possible. In-kind donations of goods and services have flooded the 
community since the day of the attack. And entities from radio stations 
to neighborhood groups are soliciting donations. The sheer volume of 
donations has impressed those collecting the funds. 

"The response has been very gratifying," said(~afeway spokesman Jeff 
_Stroh, whose stores have ?e~l1~~~1!~cJ:t!!_g-'-~.91£!!!-R~IJ_~2orr(lji~l1~}« ~i~/ ....... ~n 

: __ sta!es:-''-I-would:~~:J'.!l}<l,tp_e:?ple:nave oeenjust.as.genero_us_m _.-· j\~< · f':' r"<-
(Scot!SQl!:_lff,_:Neb., angR;:tp_IQ CIJ)-:;_S·.p~,~ag<JTuc~oQ, Al:I_z:·,·a_s_-they- ( ) ~ 
/haveh~en:._m--::the Denver area:·Th1s tragedy-seems-to-havetouched--:~ ; / ~~n. 
· j?e_~ple_~q:Qally, no matter .whereJheyJiveY /' ~ 

To Jason Hickman, who lives in the Columbine neighborhood and 
produced s_he-"fri~ilifQ.fMine". Cb-being sold as a fund-raiser, the 
public response is perhaps as valuable as the money itself. He 
estimated that JI]~Qut)_~,QOQ _<::()pi~·s _9f_the ~OJ!g;~co_~p~~ed 1Jy _-_ _:-;:y 
-~Gol!Jmhi®-~tyd~n!s ~J:~p!!_en and-Jonathan ·Coheri;-h~y_t;:_QeeE~§~lc!::At 
$9.95 apiece, the CD has proven-to-be-a very successful venture. But 
the impact of the widespread support behind the dollars has helped 
even before the money has been counted, Hickman said. 
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"I get weepy at times, you know?" he said. "Sometimes it really gets to 
me, just seeing it all. Everybody has just jumped in. It's just incredible 
the way people are trying to help out here." 

Those who have survived school shootings said they found a few 
(diam<:m~lS inth~ rg~!Jle mad~~f tQ.~it1iVeS:~sGil.J~r~d-r¢alizationsJliaG­
tl!~Y wer~ riot ~'!l~n~·~ __; 

In Paducah in December 1997, as she dealt with the schoolyard murder 
of her 15-year-old daughter, Kayce, Sabrina Steger was suddenly 
unable to function beyond grief. How do you pay bills in such a time? 
How do you even go to work? Without her even asking, Steger was 
relieved of most ofthose daily obstacles. Bills stopped showing up in 
her mailbox. Funeral expenses just went away. 

Looking back now, the community's help was a key factor in her 
getting through those dark days, she said. 

"It was very helpful," she said. 

"At the time that you're going through that state of shock, it's hard to 
make a lot of decisions. We would get things in the mail saying not to 
worry about this bill, or something like that. I never got a hospital bill 
for my daughter. Honestly, I can't say for sure how many of the bills 
were just forgiven and how many were paid by the fund. No one has 
ever really talked about the money to us." 

In a time when neighborliness is often cast as a crumbling 
anachronism, it's possible Columbine families will come to realize, as 
Steger's family did, that,theyJi\T~~in ~rc~rjpg~~Q~i~e!x~~il!i_ng to helP:::::· 
tlJ.emj~tumJQ..§Oll_le!gi_!lg_~l~k~ p~a_c~i§he said. ----- -

"The thought never occurred to me that people would do that at the 
time," she said. 

"Seventeen months later, though, knowing what this community does 
any time anybody's in need, it's not surprising. It's a pretty good 
community." 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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'}fi®bRT 
Columbine benefit nets $50,000 

By Adam Schetter 
Denver Post Sports Writer 

May 14- Enough bad came out ofthe April20 tragedy at Columbine 
High School. Now there's some good . 

.J)_e]ivqJ~roncos~defensive end Harald Hasselbach, cornerback Ray · 
Crockett and--their respective wives Aundrea and April hosted a dinner 
and auction at the Inverness Hotel and Golf Club on Friday night that 

{raised inore]nan-~50-, OO-O~fora_Columl5ine..Scfiolarsliip_fuiid:.:._:' 

Most of the money was raised by the auction. An autographed Wayne 
Gretzky jersey went for $4,500, an autographed John Elway jersey 
fetched the same price, and an autographed Terrell Davis jersey went for 
$2,100. 

Yet it was a nonsports item that commanded the most interest, the 
highest bid, and the event's most memorable moment. 

Brandi Vitez, a 14-year-old Columbine student, donated her personal 
collection of dozens of Beanie Babies. 

The bidding for the basket opened at $1,000, quickly jumped to $2,000, 
then to $3,000 and $4,000 until it finally was sold for $5,000. The 
winning bidder was Pro Bowl guard Mark Schlereth of the Broncos. 

When he collected his basket ofBeanie Babies, Schlereth turned around 
and walked over to Vitez's table. He handed it back to her with a hug and 
a kiss. 

"I don't know what the big deal was," a grinning, shrugging Schlereth 
said after receiving a standing ovation. "It was my wife's money." 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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commentary 
Columbine accentuates the positive 

By Neil H. Devlin · 
Denver Post High School. Sports Editor 

·May 16 - ENQ_LEWQ_OD -They have become quite the story, these 
fColumblne-R.ebels girls'-soccerplayers-:- -- - '-, 
·---~~---·-- --- ----··~- __;' 

Indeed, as survivors of the tragedy at the school April20, they have 
dealt with unbelieveable heartache for some so young, they have been 
hounded by worldwide media, their school still remains severely 
damaged and a crime scene, they are sharing classrooms with Chatfield 
in order to finish the school year and they are, well, trying to get on 
with their lives. 

That's a lot for a bunch of teenagers. 

Oh, by the way, they are just plain good soccer players, too. 

That was evident Saturday in the Class 5A state semifinals. The Rebels 
dispatched Northglenn 2-0 at Pirate Stadium to advance to Tuesday 
night's Class 5A championship game. 

This is a special group, which now standsX6;:GPHow much so? Just 
ask Frank DeAngelis. The school principal, himself a former Rebels 
baseball coach who guided themto two state championships, senses 
something about these particular girls. 

"Absolutely," DeAngelis said when asked if the team is using the 
unique circumstances as a rallying point. "We want to accentuate the 
positive. They want good things to happen." 

DeAngelis realizes the Rebels girls' soccer players wereJhe_-fifst :__-;; f 1 

(~olgffi_l5ip~J~arrno· get·back into their season·aft~r-the-inci~ent:-}h~y-=::;,- /. 
··-~_f!.<lH~<LlLwelLthen.and-have.gotten_better_each time :..fl.J]_yi~iQI}~s.~- -, 

1 ,/0/ 
Therefore they appear to be the main symbol of the Rebels re-emerging"' 
as a Colorado sports power, which they have been for years, despite the 
fact the rest of the school's sports teams this spring had to go through 
the same thing. 

But these girls seem to be handling it best. 

"They could do it," DeAngelis said about the possibility of the Rebels 
girls winning it all in big-school soccer. "They were the first ones to 
get back playing. There's something about them." 

Columbine officials continue to be cautious when seeing their sports 
kids get it;J.terviewed. Either DeAngelis, athletic director Kevin Land or 
coach Peter Horvath like to be right there when players are asked 
questions. 

Who can blame them? 

Horvath is a veteran on the Colorado coaching scene for both 
schoolboys and schoolgirls. You might have seen on television April 
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20. He was out front on Pearce Street in Littleton, walkie-talkie in 
hand, working with officials at the scene. · 

He knows his kids winning it all will make a nice story, yes, but the 
loss of lives certainly won't be the main reason. 

"We're doing what we set out out to do back in February, really after 
we lost to Arapahoe (in the finale) last year," Horvath said. 

After all, the coach insisted, "we returned eight starters ... (making the 
championship game) has been planned. Everything that has happened 
leading up to Tuesday has been in the works." 

Look at Green Mountain, Horvath said, the Rebels' Jefferson County 
League rival and foe in Tuesday's title game. ''It's no surprise they're 
here," he said. "You could have seen that two months ago." 

Many Rebels soccer players agree. And they have their work cut out 
for them -·Green Mountain and Columbine tied (1-1 and 0-0) the last 
two times they played. 

Saturday, the Rebels generally controlled play throughout the contest 
against Northglenn, which knocked off defending champion Arapahoe 
earlier last week. But Columbine played a lot of the game in the 
Norse's end, cut off scoring chances to them and made enough rushes 
to keep Northglenn on its heels. 

"Defensively, we were strong,"' Horvath said. "We missed some of our 
own scoring chances but I thought we played well." 

Kerri Weaver made it 1-0 on. a header off a nice pass by Pam Karakusis 
in the 11th minute, then Layne Newton sealed it in the second half on a 
penalty kick. 

Said Newton: "I love taking PKs ... I know I'm going to score." 

She did and the Rebels can score really big against the Rams on 
Tuesday. 

"We have very similar styles," Horvath said. "It should be a structured 
game, using the midfield players, built on skill and tackling. It should 
be a game that people will want to watch, I think." 

Horvath also noted that the Green Mountain staff and players "have 
been very helpful and very supportive of everything we've been 
through." 

Obviously, a Columbine victory in two days will make a lot of 
newscasts- and rightfully so. 

(_Win o(lQ'se,_liowe:Ver~a ~er.tl!i!Lgh?!:lR o1J.teb.§j~_g!!:1Lalre_~qy_·ha_ye _ . _ _; 
, ·-· ~<:[m.e.oi.iLwinners./ · 

(~-==-And.they.wiil.ha"~~don~_i cwi th_~y~ryJi.s>cti ~a!~!!i~g~) 
Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
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By Ann Schrader 
Denver Post Medical/Science Writer 
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Kirklin, fighting the pain of a massive shotgun blast to his jaw and 
neck, figures he was conscious for about 2 minutes after the shooting. 

"At first, I thought it was a senior prank," Kirklin said Friday, speaking 
quietly and occasionally touching the bandage over the tracheotomy 
hole that remains in his throat. "But I was already shot." 

Aside from the life-threatening blast to his face, Kirklin also was hit by 
9mm bullets to his chest, right leg, left knee and left foot. Doctors said 
that if he hadn't gotten to the hospital when he did, he would have bled 
to death. 

"It looks like he may have been shot by three different weapons," 
although that will be determined by law enforcement authorities, said 
Dr. Gene Moore, chief of trauma surgery at Denver Health Medical 
Center. 

Moore called Kirklin's injuries "very complex." The 16-year-old could 
be ready for discharge from the hospital within a week, but recovery 
could take two years. His hospital bill already is estimated at $1 
million. He is not covered by insurance. 

Kirklin's recovery is a "miracle," said Moore, who added, "The people 
who deserve credit here are Lance and his family." 

Kirklin has undergone 30 hours of surgery and only Tuesday was 
moved from Denver Health's intensive-care unit. Moore said three 
shotgun pellets migrated from his face to his heart. Two of the pellets 
have been pumped out to his lungs, and the third remains in the right 
chamber of his heart. "They don't pose any significant risk," Moore 
said. 

Maxiofacial surgeon Stephen Batuello said Kirklin will have "at least" 
six more surgeries to repair and reconstruct his jaw and neck. "It's a 
tough road," Batuello predicted, with years of physical and psychiatric 
therapy ahead. 

Bone and skin from his leg have been grafted to fill in his jaw wound, 
which Batuello called "a crater." A hole hasn't filled in yet, so Kirklin 
is being fed through a tube. 

Kirklin wants nothing more than to be able to drink apple juice, since 
"there's a hole in my face, so it just drips. out." 

Still, Kirklin said he decided to speak publicly for the first time Friday 
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because he wanted people to know "I'm doing really good." He added 
that he had to relearn to walk, adding, "I'm walking good now." 

Kirklin said he headed outside to smoke that day, and his buddies 
Rohrbough and Graves went with him. "We were outside the commons 
area, the cafeteria, at the bottom of the hill," Kirklin said. 

The shooters were at the top of the hill. The three friends were shot 
from about 15 feet away, Kirklin estimated. 

Rohrbough, hit in the leg and back, died. 

Graves was hit in the abdomen and back and has been hospitalized at 
Swedish Medical Center. He has suffered bruising and swelling to his 
spine and has lost sensation in his lower body. He has complained, 
though, about pain in his foot, a good sign, though doctors still don't 
know the full extent of the damage. 

Kirklin doesn't remember anything about his heroic rescue by Littleton 
Fire Department paramedics, but they have since become friends. 

Monte Fleming, Jerry LoSasso and John Aylward, who braved gunfire 
to rescue Kirklin and Graves, have visited Kirklin. The teen wore a 
Littleton Fire Department T -shirt to Friday's news conference. 

fKirl<li~vowed to return to Columbine, where he'll be a junior in the 
fall. 

"I'll be back," he said. 

(And-he~~d_:-<_l_l11essa~e-forG~aves:-'!J-knowit's hard,--but-you'_y~jt1st-g9!-:--;> 
" t~yourself and work 11:!@--=_(o_:_:get back_!~ .Q011_!1al~~=~~.:.: 
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"We want to do everything we can to uphold the testament of his life," 
said James Griesemer, dean of the University of Denver's Daniels 
College of Business. "Dave Sanders will leave the enormous legacy of 
ideals for which he stands." 

;S!alfiiig~nexCscno:Oryear~tlie~S..c.Ke>lftrsli!p wiltb_c: awarded anmially~to-a--) 
t~Columbine High School-graduating senior who Rlg!}§Jl?JTIYlj_<5r:jn _ _;-> 
/ busii!~i(aj DU.·R:ti"cipients; cho~sen bfCoh1mbine educators and DU's 
~business dean, will receive $6,000 per year for four years. 

-Join the discussion in The department store also will match up to $50,000 in donations from 
Your Voice 

employees and associates made through the end of this year. 
- Create a memorial 

-~ 
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~theoliipouring_oJsuppon::-_m}ll(~~Jn~PtQl!d_fo_he_ameiiiber.oftliis=-_) 
. --community;" said Columbine Principal Frank DeAngelis: "This will / \. . -- . --- ·--· -- ---- - . .. - -- . ----- . --
~~lpJ~~t=-~ ~-n~ the l()~~-~~ !~~~y~ry_) 

"This is exactly the kind of memorial that Dave would appreciate," said 
Sanders' widow, Linda. She selected the DU College of Business for 
the scholarship and was on hand Thursday to receive several gifts from 
Columbine students on the Foley's Teen Board. 

"Dave had two families - his own children and all the students at 
Columbine High School," she said. "There were so many times he used 
the term "my kids' when referring to the students in his classroom and 
the athletes on his many teams." 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
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"Tum around for something better. Children give up don't you ever ... 
Take the light into your room. Cast a candle on your doom," Todd Park 
Mohr, of Big Head Todd and the Monsters, sang as he and his band 
opened Sunday's memorial event. All three band members graduated 
from Columbine and Mohr's words set the tone for a memorial that was 
a celebration of life and future. 

Song inspires cheers 

- Join the discussion in 
Your Voice 

And in words heard often the past two weeks, Columbine student 
Jonathan Cohen sang, "Columbine, flower blue. Columbine, there's 
hope for you." When he finished the song he'd written with his brother, 
Steven, the estimated 3,000 participants jumped to their feet, cheering 
and clapping. 

- Create a memorial 
~ 

Tom Johnson, a teacher at the high school and close friend of slain 
co-worker Dave Sanders, told the crowd he had a picture of Sanders in 
his head. Arms wide and hands gesturing emphatically, Sanders was 
sending a message to the friends and students for whom he'd given his 
life. 

"OK, it's time to let the healing begin," Sanders was telling them in 
Johnson's visio'n. 

It had been just 12 days since Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold walked 
into their school armed with two shotguns, a pistol and pipe bombs and 
murdered 12 students and one teacher before killing themselves. 

But standing on a stage bordered by 200 columbine plants and 
surrounded by the majestic red rock formations of this natural 
amphitheater, students and teachers, their voices strong and 
unwavering, promised they would not let the massacre define their 
lives. 

"I will not allow this tragedy to erase the 27 years of excellence that 
Columbine High School represents," Principal Frank DeAngelis 
vowed. "We will continue to live by our motto of"Stretch for 
Excellence." 

~~DeAngelis promised a bnght future.- "Columoine will be-even stronge~:_::-/ 
:____we survi-ved;--weprevailed-~c!=~~~~y-~_h~p~~to_<>~rry~fQrw:ard-... -We / 
L~iUJ?_e a!t~y.§_nJ;!J'9nger Columbine.fromJhis.day.Jor:wardJPThe horror 

of the massacre has bound students and faculty together and in that 
bond, there is strength, said Jon DeStefano, Jefferson County Board of 
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The Denver Post Online - Columbine - Tragedy and Recovery http://www.denverpost.com/news/shot0503b.htm 

2 of2 

Return to Top 
Return to News 

Education president. "Together we will heal because we are strong, we 
are united and we are all Columbine," he said to the crowd's cheers. 

There was frequent laughter as students shared stories about their their 
classmates. 

Matt Houck talked of sneaking out for a cigar with his best friend, Dan 
Rohrbough. The novice smokers used an entire book of matches before 
they finally got a few puffs out of the stogie. Even though his brother 
spotted them as they were walking down the street, and the cigar sent 
tendrils of smoke into the air as they hid it behind their backs, they 
never did get caught, Houck said, laughing at the memory. "We had a 
lot of crazy times together and this is the Dan I will always miss," 
Houck said. 

Steve Trujillo remembered the first time he saw Isaiah Shoels. The two 
~uniors ~ere at football practice and Shoels definitely made an 
ImpressiOn. 

"He was quite possibly the smallest person I'd ever seen in my life," 
Trujillo said. "He was small in stature but big in heart." Nick Baumgart 
informed the audience that he had been given just one minute to tell 
them ofRachel Scott. 

"I wanted to start with what she wasn't. She was never intrusive, never 
assuming, never cruel, never insincere ... ," he said, wasting no time. 
"This has been the one minute version ofRachel Scott. And believe 
me, the 17-year version is a heckuva lot better." Student after student 
drew laughter from the crowd as they recounted a special story or 
kindness or attribute of a lost friend. The dead will be missed, they 
said, but theywilllive in the hearts of their friends. 

Wishes for healing also went out to the 23 students who were injured 
in the shootings. And administrators promised they will do everything 
in their power to make sure their schools are safe. "We will establish a 
school safety task force to make our schools safer," DeStefano said. 
"And students, as we go about making our schools safer, I promise we 
will not make them prisons." Columbine teachers and students will go 
back to the classroom today for the first time since the shootings. Their 
school, which is still a crime scene and was heavily damaged by 
bullets, bombs and water from fire sprinklers, is closed. They'll finish 
the school year at- Chatfield High. 

"It's time to get back up on the horse," DeStefano said, trying to ease 
their fears. "I promise you, you will be safe. We will be there with 
you." 

Copyright 1999 The Denver Post. All rights reserved. This material may notbe 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Columbine 

As a former Colorado resident, I offer you the following unsolicited and probably unhelpful local 
knowledge: 

Columbine's mascot is the Rebels. Not the rebels of the south in the Civil War, but Rebels of the 
Revolutionary War. Big difference to Columbine students . 

.rChatfiela-;-wlieirE:f"the ·calliii1bine -stuaeiifs arenow ·attending classes;is· Columbine's big. rivai:-Even--
'----.----~-----~:------ -_--~----:---.----------- -:-·----r~-::..::..:.~-::.;:.,_-:::::._.:; ~------ -.---. ------- . - ---- -.~-- __ / 

though Chatfield ha·s been· mcredibly supt>~rt1ve, _soroe_gQod_ !l(ltu-~~ humorm';rgo· over well w1th the----:; 
~:columoinestucferits:,~·---------~ ··- - --~ ·- ·--- ·- ---- ·····- ·- ·· 
'------ ~----- _...../ 

As I said in the meeting, the girls soccer team will play in the state finals on Tuesday night. 

Contrary to reports in the news media, Columbine is not in the city of Littleton. Columbine is in 
unincorporated Jefferson County. They have no mayor, city council, etc, are are happy about that. 
Littleton is actually in Arapahoe County, but it is the nearest city. 
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Friends;: 
Teens, ·teacher had dreatns for a .. bright future· .. 

' ,1. ' . • ', . '. • 

Casale Berllall: 'i7 
l'wo ye11r; 
ago b~c~me 
o IK>rn·agaln 
ctnistian. 
W~s active In 
church youth 
progrerns and 
Bil!lll ~IUciy I 
group~. I lung C;o<ele Bon\&11 
out wilh a nfhlli~llc group In 
middle oehool. RoconUy viallB!l 
Brlloln. Favorila movie WQ8 Mel 
Gibsnn1'i1 •R,evetleRn." 

Hally Aamlns, 1 B 

Manliew Kechter, 18 
·.A Junit>r, hnd 
Mpodtoatan 
fOr lhe football 
hllnm. Llltef1 
weights. 
Played on· 
Qllan6ive imd 
de~lnnsi~e 

Une~. M~llhow i<cohlor 
Maintained A aver;>ge; 

'·;-: .. 

· WJIIiun "'lave" 8andera1 lfl. 

livo grandchlldr,.,, Shot tWice In 
· l:lh9GI while dlreeling &IUdenlll 

doy.ln hallway lo $alaty. Survived 
nt leaallhreo houra until 
students '*&ret rooouea. 

lulah 11110811, 18 

1\~phing' I] .Conlpulnra,d D.inln I 
.,;ngwrltOI liM · buelnea~ · ·~raduate In 

·. authr>t.Wrote ~ ~ teacher lor 2/l. May. Sullerod · 
oenrc5 Qf :r-:o, , yvars. health· ' 

. poem" o~d . ·¢:;,.... Coaclle~ yirl•' problema as o . 
sllorl !:lnn"s M'· c l!asketba.ll ~n(l· chua and hO(l 

· hn•Qclnnher . . •· .. eonball; Mart$urgory 
liln · .: ' baekeluall lwio,. Wnnlod 
t!xpr.rinncos. · !lolly Flaming team poolr.d qavQ SR'Idore , . to atland Of! lNIAh Slloela 

Was lumnin~ to play gullar. winning rn~ord In hla llrel Y•ar, ~ns college and beoQ.,;e a · 
Movnd lrom Plloonlx 10 monlns 1997-90 uftnr li~l~t.lll~ ne~llq mufolr. exooullve. Smollln · < 
ago. w~~ r.ngcr IO get her drtv~r'& lil&llhe ysal lr•lof<), Married al~lu-o. but llhed walgllts and 
llcen~o ami fll'lrHime job. with alleaat lwn n.,ughtere allfj pley$d foOtball and wresll6d. 

B~nr.h·ptljel;ad twice hi$ weight. 
Shot In lh~ hood Decausn ho ·. : · 
wa;J hl~o~ nnd an amt~lo, · · 
wilnos:;es said. 

Jolul Tollllln. 16 

Kyle ValaBII\NJI. 1 B 

A&CIIIhomore,.·· l<ylo Idolized 
Ills i!l•yonr-old 1 _. · 
brother, ..c::!: 
Daniel. Kyle . . '\,·:: 
I>UniJ OU! Willi . -...... 
hi$ mom, • · ·· 
f'llylll~, dod, · 
AI, atld VelaoQuoz · ' 
brolller. He dr~llrnod of baing ••. 
either all relight or or a pilot In ·. • · 
the Navy. H11 $pont Su~daya In 

. the fall wet~hinlllhe Denver·· •' 
· aroncoe play. 

The InJured 

Condlllona QB ol MOI'Iday 
no1111: · 

VOio11n F:c~nurr, I 0 • ..no rv­
celvea sl\r~pnel and bull91 
wound~ lc;~ lhe cheal, I• In fair 
COIIdition In tile multi treuma 
Unll al Sw~di$h Medical Can• . 
lar. A hooplllll spokeopetiHin 

' aatd tloclor~ ""''e h~~pelul $he 
would ba abla to ratum hOmo 
early IIIla Wtl~k. . 

Tan olhar victims of lho 
school ~hootlnga still remllifl in 
the lloapi111l. l'netr candillun"' 
are IIIP follows: 

Qwo~loh Modlael Conl•l 
Anne Mane tf01;hhalter, 17, 

who sualalnvd 11 gunshot 
. wowld In lh~ cheal, remains in 
aenou$ condition 111 lha Critioml 
c~r" unll. A llospiiQI 5pokeo­
person oatil liar.hhaller had a 
~&tlul nlgtd Sun~;)y, 

Alellarel Ca"-lnldo, 17, Ia In 
lair candiliOn, ~nd I& lmprOYlng 
In t~e critical aara trnlt, He aul­
ll'lrllrl Ove gun!IIIOt wc;~unds to 
lh11 ctlest, back. and e~m •. 

S~l'ln Graves, 16, wh1> re­
celv.~d e gunstlat wound lo lha 
back, lll>d lhrw wounds 111 lho 
abaotne11~ i• i11 lair con dillon b• 
!he mutli lrauml'ltlhll,_. . - ,~~ · 

Donver Haahh Modi~ Center 
· US~"~ KreuL!.. 1 o, hn& been 
upgrad~d to falrconf111lDI'I. Sha 
reoelvod mulllple gUII&hot 
woundl;, . .. 

Le~~Q~ Khi<lln, 18, who n;~• 
celvod · multiple gurl!l.hQI 
lw(lunda to tile laco, chl'lsl and 
lega,la lfltlrlllcol condition. He 
undetwent 16 hours of surgery 
on Ill!: lace on Saturday. A. 
spokesperson liBid l<irldln ts 
d>;>lng relaUvel)l '"'II i!llter !he 
aurvary. · 

Jeofllllll P ~rk. 1 B, remains 111 · 
lair cnnrlitlo/1, sne oullorad 
gun•hOI wounds 1o lila lt!y$ 
and ~houlder. · . 

Cenl•ro Bl. Alll~on~ Control 
Hoo!lllal · 

t<aaay Rvo!7SO{lger; 17, Wllo 
sullei'Dd 419un~hot wound, was 
1/an!ri~rrod lo Preabyletilln Sl. 
Lv~e& Hospital ror lurlhor troat-
rnenl. · 

Patrick Ireland, 17, wl!o suf­
fo~ a guna11ot ~nd, Ia In 
fQir con!lllkn 

A ·15-year,old imldonlifled 
IMlo "'maine tn ctlllcal Q(lr'ldl· 
liOn, 

Unt .. ralty ·l'foopll•t 
Sl~lo!lo!lfl•y&Qr..,ld Mar~ Ta)l· 

lor Ia In l~lr condlllon. He ~UI· 
lered gunstl<>! wounds ·to th~ 
ann,ll(l(jy ond lege. 

R¢,ll88d vlelima 
Jennifer Ooyle, Ml!klli H~n • 

Mnr~ Klntgon, Nicolo Nowlan, 
banny Stooplaton, Brlall 
Ander~on, Stapnen Auettn 
Eub&•k.~,l'licttolas Foaa, Joyce 
Jnnkowskl; Adam Kylnr, 
S!n~hanle . Munsaro, i!lnd 
Patricia Nielaan. 
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Freshman hoped 
aviation would 
take him higber 
S,~C.Ulk 
NlftU..~Writtr------ .. -----

.Steven. Cvmow, a 14-yi!ilr-old frosl~non 
· who lov~:~l oviation and aoccer. was tmc nf 

th011c who ~ied at Colwnlon<: High Schtll)l•l 
. lhe hAI1~5 of JNMII!II'T\l~~day, · 

"HQ; dream w.._. 111 join lhe NiVY And 
bca!mc ~ pilot of an 1'-16," 
~is l•rnily said in~ :<l~t~mcnt 
Tlmn;day, "He loved any­
thing l~at had lu dn with Qy­
in~ and tile nliliWy.". 

· Hi: >lso had a p<1ssio~ for 
the S/tlr Waq movies, recil· 
ing the actors' lines aftet 
tn~ltiplo vlowinss. 

J-1, collected booh about 
IJ1e mnvir.~ Rlld rete:ullhnm f<:l!lllarly, 

T11e new StQr 11-&n 11\av;o: is due to dehnl 
May 1!1, ••d h~ was anlicip;,ling ir Cl!llerlv. 

. his family said. . . · 
. lie also enjoyl!!d ~O<;Cer, and work<:~~p.orl­
lim~ a6 a soccer n:lerr:~ 

"He played frorn llle time he """" livr., 
. Lhrough the YMCA and l•w ror Club Cui· 

umLi1u-, no~ the Ruah," the family's sLatt:· 
. ment uid. ~'When he kicked lhl:' ball it wa~ · 
. like a n-.:kP.t oominr at you. Other play~r~ ' 

would duck vr ~II to lhc growrd if hil by the 
ball." 

The l•rnily thanked Uu: mmmt•nity for its 
BU!Jp.,rl, :;.1yinr, it ~•• cspcci•lly helpful dur­
Ing Ill~ family's wait fr•t ~I'W1! about t.beir 
bltn. 

"It ~n'l thr. nr.ws we wanted 111 hc:•r. b111 
all of tl1c volurnccr11 from U1e v.riouG •Jlcn­
cies :rnd lhc community wen: 11 wcaiU1 nl 

: ~ppon forua,''U•r.y..,ld. · 
· '111ey lidded, "He wa• ~ I:Tt"<ll kid and il'• 

h•rd to imagine life. wilhrllltltim in it." · 
J'amily memhe~ were not availahl~ for 

furtlu~r t."urnrnr.nL.. 
There wa• no '¥IIIli about fullc:J\11 ~~.rvir~s. 

Football player 
··.was sweet, shy, 
. friends recall. 
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.. .TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE 

. d::~. -:.~~ Shririe o · . 
MEM.O · ES. 

. . '• .. ' -~··;; 

At Columbine High;impromptu'incmodar 
gives expressionto c01nmunity's b>Tief ·:.:~·:. 

. . ,..... . ., . ·. . . . . -~·· 
lly f!na c~~· _,_,_, '. ·,'pajamas ffCnh u.(, n(l(lf, to bury their faccia ' 
,v,,., S1q{/Writrr • · ;,.,,.,,': :\... .In the folds ol cotton, Lolue;•th•. d~t~p. .. :· 

At Cnh•mbine lli2h School, ~te tnei.tur'i•l ~u:!:'r~~P~~~~ ~~~r.~l~~~;,~~~~;rl~~ ~~~~:~~e 
1:;;~18 and atu!!ed ani1nof• li• in . · .beauty ol het' ~ft•hful $mile. 'Jb ~~y thal · 

mnunr;ls, The ellOIV has k•n lr•mplcd into Dan kuhri)q112h was a l!Ood eon, !hal Sieve 
hi'(Jwn mush by hundreds who h~v• cnltle CUJuuw lllved Star Kilts and lhal Cusic 
~ccausclhey don'! kllOW what ei$C to do or liemalllovcd God Callnul c.1plur~< I he 
where .claelo 80. And un !he m"moriQI aweetnenl!llheir I~Ullhlcr or tho rcaliza-
woll, the ink of written plllyers h•S run Liuu'Lh•y will no:•~r ~g•i'l hiiR their parents 
(o2cthcr in ou iuCilllllll'•h~tll<ibl~ wail; attd knnw that, in !hal place and IM I hat · 

I Jundrcda of thousands ollrlord$ h~ve mmnent, lhcy are safe.lnlkc C(>IIC(.tion or 
hc<:n .frill en ab<•ulllll!1!e de~l.h •. Nune nr<: facts. in the Llack·•ml•whiL" y<!nrbook Dhr>-
;nl•quote. Nothing can prepare the pet>pJ<: tos arc auly glimpse' nf th~ ~dlllt& thoy . 
'Nhi1 com.e here for tho aucl<er j.uueh 111 · never h:11l• •·hancc to become. 
v,Ti<:f. l'or the. finality tllat )!reet1Lhem. Snmeonc namod Matlhcw l'hillit" 
' "I c.1n'1 chiln£canythin~. I can't do ~nY• wmL• olon2IJOOnlabout Ute sludenl.li and 

thiug fur lhel'l," R w•epin~ 'Yt>man wbu the tcacherWit<H.Iit:LI llyinK tu ••••them. 
n•~er ~new the dead children oaya. · He mounted il on J>;•y"<il~ oran~c papar 
"Th•re i• nnthinr, J r.nn My." . and cmefully •••l•d it in plnstic. It lieo at 

Sum" ~nme h~re bec~~n&c tho)"!~ now U,doot nf the memorial wall. .. . . · 
1vhallies ~h~.PI! for the families oftheae "They dance a~'ft>ss yuur rnr::m(lrir::,," ho 
·<hildren. They know what it' a like 1<1 w:tlk .wrnl~. "'ll•ey l~•ve lootprinla in your.·· 
into their child's room and lind nolhl"g bul lhnu~~~~." 
silence. TI1ey knuW Withl il i~ ltt~(.oop ·And they alway~ will, 

·CASSIE BERNALL 

'The most bettutifol blue-eyed .. ~ angel in hea~en' 

Clos.:)unlor 
·,O.SU:11 .. 

•·;"'• 

Sh" ~n lor~ver l)r. remembered aslhe 
girl whn rlic~ fur her f:tith, the one who' 

loo~cd her~~~~~~ ln. the eye and 5ll!d•. "Yos, !. 
behe\'e In l.ud. - i . , 

She never said ann.Lht:r word. · · . : 
. In u,. rl.1y• th•t hovr. followed her death, 
do•~M ofy(lul'le thristians have taken 
tlz<:nglh fmm Cn .. <ir.'• •li-r.nRth. . 

llcr p~rr.nl.l;, •l•n rlevnt>t Christians, say 
!hey, lr~>, belir.vr. I h;~ll;rwj had R Plll1l08C in 
t.k,ng c~~~ie lmm lh•m: .· .. 

"We nrc pnmd nl h.r, an~ we will painful· 
. ly min h~r." ~171d ll•m•ll said in a state-· 

mt:nl. "Sht• w••tri•ty our little buddy," 
A lew years a~:o, Cassie •lli~ltluut have 

been able to answer "yes' lo Ute killet't . 
· · quealiot'l, Sb~ W39 !aaciH:•l•d hy wilt:hl'loft, · 

Cassie 
ocrni!tll, 
with 
ftlr!rld 

·Krista! 
.Mill·· 
IOOkis, 
during(! 
(rip Wilh 
lhoir ' 
youth 
groiJp. 

involve~ "in I he dark sid~ t1ILhinK•.'' h.,. 
. friend ~ryatal Woodma11s~id. 
· "Then abo •larled r,ellinll iniCI chlllCh 
'' ~nd then her whul• life was Ond •nd , 
·. J~•u;,'' ;he aaid. "She wa; •mazi~g." 

Her !riend• r•m•mhr.r h~r loti~ blond 
·.~air, how b~aulilul oholonk•.d in h.r !a•or­
itr. l>luc uhirt with the nowen :u:rn .. Lhe 
lrm!t. the cloth bracelet~"" Wnrc wiLh the 
ldlr.t11 "WWJD"- What W<>uldkl'.us ~1 
~God spoke to her rnurn •nd Lnld hc:r sh11 

was &o glad ohe wa. wilh him in hcavr.n," 
Cry~t~i'aaid, "She is ju•l smiling, •n<l .lte'e 
ouhappy, · 

"I W3ttl ymtl.uwrit<:lhi•,l w~ntyou lo 
· say that Cas~ie i; lht: mostl)~alttiful blue· 

eyed, Llcmd·hoir•tl~I'IKl'l in hcev~n,'' 
- 1i11~ Ciritgo 

---------·-~-----..,.....-......;._ ··-·-·--·----...:...._...:..., __________ .•.. ····----'----
STEVEN CURNOW COREY DF.POOTER ,. 
'Star Wars 'fans p~n ticket tribute for ~ne of their own . 1/e was not one to step back jrum confrontation •. 
l:L....-~:fiii#IITIO~ 
.oer:l4' 

· "no: only thing they know about Stcven·lsllll(l 
llte¥r.lllaSioyl\fltllfal~hulUrat's!oluugiL · ·. 

Steven's de3lh has pmmpl•-4 Slnr lllln '· 
fat>~a.:tYr5~ lhet.nunlryto lryt1•~osomo- · 
thin~ in his mem(J()I On one lnlcmctbul·' · 
l•lin 1 .. '"1. Ions ~rr. planninR lo bltyan utra 
lick~:L 11•1;'/lJsorU: /; 7'11# l'hnntur~ Mmac6 in 

.. Sb:vtU1':-o n...,me (lnr:{ .:lvt; it to 8omeont; atend- · 
iiQC in lin~. · ·· 

''M11y Uoe """"' h• wiLh St<:v-.n,'' <:tne per.' 
Pon Wl'Oie. "May GOO Le Utero. In ~~•mf\lf'\ · 

· ~im and his oal'~hts." · · 
·Str.v~n w~$n't c•cn old cnot~,qh todlive, · 

hul hr. w~Diookinll forwa!d lo tho day he . 
wnuldny. · · · 

llclnvo:tl~ll thinJls~i~mo,fromStor · 
11!71; to Strallh fiahtel"8. ,. · 

· lie loved Luke Skywall<er and Hail S<llu. 
lfo wt~o rollcotln~Siall!IJI'.I b<>Oks:lle . 
1..,1•ldn'l wail until tho new Star JKltllmovie . 
came out so he could lnemoritell]ll!<lliile ' 
tlt~olh••~.. . . 

llr.w;,nted to be1-..,moaNavy pilot-~ ,:, 
l•ls were his bird vl chOice. Heal•o lnv~ a 
~ood ~:t.llr~ uf ~CU:•r. HelmoiJii:tyr.•f Jhr.Rnme 
•ince he wos 5 ond h.1d rl~.velopP.d ~ l<icli 00 ' 

·puwr:rl1d lw ""''d ~c.nd his opiJOncrilll · 
;prn.,lingwilh lhc speeding ball. 

. He h~d Ju•t br!COine a sncccr ,..,1 ....... ., t~ 

. ·learn llte gallle a Iilii• bell~r.nnd f>U!,:kel ·:: 
sume ~!'<'ndin£ mone)l · · · 
. ''Stcv~ was a deli~ltt La knu\f.\~' hit family 
o"id in a statement. 'He waa eC> ~OU<l l'(i~•, l' 
l'(lltngcr children. He had a anlile lhliC, ~Ef 1' 
touched cver~ono: 1,11~u k•I•W.hi'l'• l~'\ ·~,:-~·1 
tn il\ioginc li(e 'without hiln ill il.' . · '" 

· · . · · -1/uaGrieyu 

Cl1138l IU.'IIOI ·• . 
AiD! .1:. _;}) ,' ,',' 

·c· orr.y wot•ld 
· h~vc m~de a 

good Marine, 
When the twa · 
gunrnen enlet~d 
the library a11d . 
opened fore, he 
never l>a•llckcd. 

· Hla family and 
friends boliave ho 
died trying to 
ahleld ll'>mconc. 
alae from gunfire. 

uHewaa 
· bnvo," hia fathor, 

!'leal, epjd, ''Even 
forthateJic, · 
Sometimes kids 
arc foolishly 
brave, but he WQs 
not one to step · 
~ck(l'(ll'l~(ll>· 

lrou~al il)d." Cotey DePooter showed or! his tlllch from a recent fi.'lhing f!>l;t.JI'Sion, 
· Nc.al tlcf'ooter . 

. thinks his son was Ha was hnpinH ll• lulk hi• gr.~!l<lf;tlh~r into 
ha~py the d3y ~~~died. Fut' m11nlh~. Ct)t ey buylns at.. .. I. ~o lhco two of thr.m could 110 
had W(lt~,.J p•rl time •la xnl( 1:111111% t<.1V.• fishiny,. · 
ing his money to l1uy hi5 first cpr, a Mua- lle ~l~o liked to hunt nnd golf. He 

· tan£, Ho ov~n had one pic.k~d out lrom lhe wor~~d at the Raccoon Creek Col! 
·claasi.lied ads. . • Coull!~, operating lite mnwer and rakinK 

Slovon Robert cvrnow 11 p(c· ''Th~ d~y h;, tli•tl wa~ tho: tl~y wr. were Lun~er.. . · . · 
. tUIE! reeently Wilt\ Sl&l91 N~ncy. Star tzo)na to l<'llhe io~n." Ncall>cPcoter ... . , "ll:;'•l•fl an awl~• I ~\ll hole in our 
·~ ., n pi n tr'b ' "th ''" • >> nl!i!~f, oil! l•fl · . /'1 -tliVes, hi• (;lt.~l!f,S.'I~, • Jhi~'W'- h~vo f.(lmO 

; IS' \l,.s, a a' 1 Ute 10 , . 8 ',.'1:1' .! •••·-~urr.Y'ltiil~·n•.•t ~ •hy.ki~.Jl~Jikad \O,..,J, 1 d llulh" hwt~h,.ion tl1~11Since·hc lived II biR 
j· , ~~~~ .~!~.~~.!~~ Hlgl~)(P;Sil~)~b~.'~l tJ .1 ~~~~~~.~~.d ;ul~~nlnrr. .. l.lr. Pntl,hia bcsl····: , ·.Iii•. h.-.lf<ld;no fC'Jirotai JiCI_Ii,vcdiilo toitll 

, . ,•t'•~<·•';~i ;,·;..•,,; ' ,r,',I'11J\1'1 •. \ e~d.tl'fYOlr.~ •lithe ~~Y·'!'·Vlr\i'll,9.n\ll.old.-•. '•l\!!lcsl. . . .-.1.;1 ,.I\',' ~J.:'· ~·'!"·~ 
· . .. . . ~sh.ll;is~ ti,;hmH WiJs ht!lo l~lt:5l pa:;;:uQn. .. .... lura (.,.,.,o 

.. · .. 

P.04 
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.. ·KELLY fLIEMING 
TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE 

MATT KECHTER 
:Angel on Earth 1 had just begun writing her life story. 
Clo .. : !Dph¢1)10n> · teddy bear with ;'.""'"'"~kin~ cap end 
<~go: 16 · ~•:;,rf, nnd a vide<•<>/1.1)~ movie 1l'l<l11lr. 

· · Kelly Yearued hi nwn ·, c~r, and every 
Kelly FlemlnJiw;,; w~rkin11on het "~·ll>-· dim(: she earned went inlo her eM l~nd. 

bioJ!nlphf. She t.Jd sL.1rtcd with her · Sho;: 1;011ldn't wait tu lak.: "''~trips aero~• 
· ~rth and had golltnlu •Be 5. · · . · lht (uunlry.l\ yeiiDW . • 

Then, two l(Unnlen · Corvl).lte wrmld have 
lolled her, croalinu a hct::n the ideal who;:r.la, 
tragi~ l"'~loaiptto her ' but ~he liked Muo~ng!', 
llf~ 5101')'. · UKl. . 

Al6-ye•r ... ld.!;(lphl)> · Heruncle',Ray 
more, Kelly loved to .. ; Fleming, te~ .. n.,d that 
write poems and shon : Kelly's want• wero 
atorics. .... · ... · ain,ple. On hi~ last vlalt 

Hor pal'el\l.ti BAld •he · with hl!.l; he ~$ked · 
often shared her work ' wheU,;,r Jh~ wanted to 
with them ~1\•l drt:~mcd · K115klinl! or to Cooca 
ot gCtlin~t sornell!.ing · · riclrl w tg a Broncos 
puhli•hr.d. · · · ., • l!ilme. 

tlloy havca.aved il ·- 'The zoo Wllu)d bt 
all on her home cum• · per! eel •• h., ""id. Thoy 
plllCf, · had a wun~~rful time. 

Sh1:0 $\ill speaks lo llr,lly is survived t.y , 
lh~m in the wonb she her paranta, [)a,, an~ · 
so carefully crafted. · f)ec:llc.c Flenlltls

1 
~nd 

. Writing wn mnte · her 18-ycar-old ~~~ler, 
thana paasiun r,,.. l(~lly, Erin. Het mol her 
It W~$ ~ ~for a shy. dc,;i:Jil"'rl hr,t A& Rn 
~ialloc•prro;$ ~er&d(, "ansel 011 f!~nh." . 

She \oY;IS especially Sh" w•s n sweet lriah 
cln•e to her marh Kelly nllming, a '6·year-ol<l girl with an innocent 
leor.hc:r,Jud Dlatchlord, sophomore, loved ·1o write poems heofl. · 
whn will ~c. a pallbearer and she~ !!lOriE'.s Olld was working ll~r.f~rnily and 
atherl'unel'llltoday. h l b' h .lri.,nri$$Cndherlnto 

"Sht wu one ofthe on er alA 0 IO!lfap y, lhc ncxllifc with lhe 
kindc&lstudents I've · famous Irish t.l~uin~ th:iti><•Jiin~: "May · 
r.ver ll~d,"' Dlatchfilnlaald. I he road rise to greet ynu. M•Y lho wind t.e 

1\ shrine to Kelly at her vigil J'l!vr,11e~ always at ynut·t..&cl.." 
p..roo nfhcr oeraonAiity, Tiu!l'l!! was • rain- -Katie. KinoJ.1 Atcc,im"llm 
bow ~""nic I \;I by, a &_mall baby doll, •l•'lt" 

. DAN ROHRBOUGH 
•' 

'There are. so many things 'he wanted ta dn with his life' 

~:. ·. 

DM Rohrboughwa'typi.;,lt~en·•~er.;; i · 
He waan 'lin any hllrt'y lb II' vii' h15 .. : . . 

n1other hiuchonlt•h•.•h~<. ·: · :';.1 ... 
TI1oy bad been Lik~ in lhe fall. 1-br '. · ... . 

m<mths, Sue l'etrona asked her only"'"' : ... : · 
wl!ethcrahe could s~c the pld~l?.~. · · ;: ~ \··~ 

l'ur months, Dan forgotlu Lt'liiM thcll) ·. : .. 
home from hi a achoollockcr: · ; ·. . · 

lln!i11\le5d~y. · ····, 
· Before D~h l~fllur •r.hool thAI morning, 

ht pulled the ~~ct~t<:slmm his b~ckpaek, :., 
Now th~lsd\OQI JlOrtraitla the tehlei- ,., •· 

~ie(e (1(~ he~rt11R'<~kin~.siiJ:ine to a boy. :, 
\Who dir.d as a frc ahman m high achfl:ll. · . · 
. 0~11 was ju,ll5. · . ... ~ , ·· 
liven ao, he htld ~lrcadybcccme a senua . Ora11ge]ulius drinks while they pretended·. · 

with r.lr.ctronica. Evel)' day an~r school, he, . to du lhdr.ltorn.,wr:>rk. f::very 8UIIl1Mr he 
w(lrltcxl with his dad_, Drian llnhr~.u~h.,.~f visited hi• ~ndp;~re::nts at their KalJoao 
hiHhop,Ex~hbuc~und .... ·. , , • ;_f:at11~· ,·-: • • ... :: ••• ~ 

·, Dan ~u\drlll~igru m~l!nilice.nt homo(i· ·. · l)~n w;t5 probilbly one oflhc first vic.· 
lh'"•l•r, pn~tle r.l)uldn't wait to ~ct B car·.·,··-',· Lim•. J le w~s Wlllkinl(outaidc to hav~ l~nch 

. somed•y "''he ooPI~ install R. fabulous c:a,r In i.h~ park \Yhen the gunmen headed in. 
'·'""'"· · · · Tht•Y ~h(>t Dan in the back as he tried l.ci · 

"He ju~llUI'r>ed 15 nn Mon:h ;!.I'm so · . 111n away, ··. · · 
••d U1•t he'll nt:•erdnv~." Su!: J'l)trone IIi~~'<!'~ was the most puLiic. A~ heli· 
said.''Thc"' are 110 r11any thing• lh~l ho; .· cnple~ hovered overhead, he lay cr~tnpled 
wanted ID do wilh his lite." . · . on the pavement. · · 

Alter gnduatln~ fmm Culuml!lne ll!r.n:: "ljual wanted to ~tu 1•kk him up·nn(l h11g 
School, Dan hupcd to wu1·k lull Utne Wllh . ·him and say. 'You did noUiing tv deli!I'Ve 
hls dad. ~ . 1 ·; this,' " ~l.ume ~ai1l. · \ · 

A quiet, happy kid, fl~n h~d ~ '/ltY sense Nf1w $he c.1n only prn~ for Dan and all the 
ll{hu~··j JIUJUIIUJIItti&JIIfJU U!a)h"~ lo_milir::J r.~~P,cncncin~:such an(IUi•hJ~~ 

1 !~wore a111Jt\s '" wn~!'i.)l" '!nJ(~·~ r 1 "I m IU&tfoousm~ 011 tllq lolle lllalti;M~U 
• t.bdUI~• ploycd sr.H:eli>l:iC~!iy tln'iiftt\~it' ~e 1 '~orrr~~<~n!l•shu&a•ch.'t~,vcum•tac!!i. a~M~'~ 

slickdu'uke,!.oUimlnn"PMihermil{j/liY.-11, It 'I 1.1 . • • • • •• • . • • ,~,,~,,! 
do game• lr•r houl'll ~n~ ov.,rdosed on . H·)~' ~',' ~·.•oft KQII~ Kerlllrll McCrimliiP'I 

A big guy with big goaL'i who 'ulways had a smile'. 

-Cia~:;: saphomor<' 
~e:1B 

M au Kechter was a biN guy lvilh hie 
~:ual~. I le :1aa a juuiur ~usily line:· 

man on the Columblnt lt"J1.b~IIIL•~m but 
had l•i• I•Y" 1nlllu• ••••ity spot. lie waa a 
stralf!hl· A otudl!nL whQ w~a $ludvi~ in 
the lihnn')' llu• 1••1 •l•y (I( ~is life, 

Ho worked hard, sl~dicd lund, r•l~ycd 
hard. . 

"lk•lw•Y• h~~ ~smile,"' one of his 
(r.•olh~llle~mmillcnaid ala memnri~l 
ViKill'rid~y. · 

llul'inl! ~ ll:•m phnln ~•.,•inn, (he co~ch · 
asked all the playeu lu 1111\ 11n Lhr.ir ' 
"moan game fac(.os/' · 
• Moll couldn't. . 

''lie lried," the teammate said. ''lie 

DAVE .SANDERS 

S~t11lsht•A 
sUJdent 
Matt 
tcochter wes 
II 10881\19 
lineman on 
dl~t 
Columbine 
tilgh School 
·l~tam v.11o 
nad hisoya 

:, on a srarting 
}pat, .i·. 

·~·--· .. · .·1 ~~~ '"L 
Jo~ed lo emil~. 11 

• ~ • 
1 

1 Football co~~l> Andy l..owcy called Matt 
"the nealm;tlrirl in the. \llorld.~ 

"lie wasn't tho type ofkid l11at wuuld 
~>~me out and sajr thm11a, but his actitJIJs 
brought out the beat in peoi•le. . 
"M~ybe G•l~ h~cl a pl~n.lle only took 

th~ kidslhl .:uuld hanrll~ it, th~ ,err.at 
kid •. " 

/ltlhe vi.l!il, one ofhis family membe,•s 
••i<l ~ho hod told Matt she loved hhn un 
u,~, mornin~: ol the day he died. 

"1\nd he answo!red back, 'lltJWI!> yuu, 
too.' . 

"I kllt:W illllt he alwa~~ luved m.;, hut I 
was really ahockec. He doesn'ts~y. 'll()vc: 
you,' except on holidays and un my birlh• 
(!•y. And now hc's~~:onc." 

- 1l't1D GYitgDiltld TiJli~ Fu"!' 

25-year bu.s£rze .. :o;s teachet, 'coach was 'something special: 

Busln .... taacllor, l!lna baoke\uall, &~~R\JIIIII · 
All8117 '·· . . 

·All nave Sanden ever wan led to dow./· 
teach. · ' ·· · . .. ·7 

TII>l'a what he did fl'ullllhe Jnlllnen~ he 
w~lkcd inlo Colun1bine :t5 ~e•• •:ago tu the.. 
moment he rushed fro111Lhe faculty lou~&~ 
yelling 1111' ~tudentsto J'UII frnlll the gun•·: ; 
mel\ who hunted ll•e•n.lle cunlln~ed . • 
WII'IIOIIJl SlUdonla I!VCI13a heW~ shJit, :~;. 
ilhooin~ themlrom the ca(eleria befo•oe .: •. 
alumhlmg inloane:n·by rtnun: .., .. •:, .. -, .:·: 

Sanders died On' cla .. nmm nuof, S~t· •. 
n'IIIO(h!d hy I hri' ~liuhmls lm IIJV\!~0 Jl•iing 
at a picture of lllc f~mily he adored. . 

Sanders sp.,nt nwrc than halt hia !itc at · 
C:dtumbitic: !~aching there hi~ thlirc ·N<10i1 
<'ll~iil!dl hl!'w~~ll'lln lh~ d~K&nwiu~f.'hlYu" 
wd•.•t•Jij.,(J/nn·l:1111n'"~•n:ll1fl.lil""llhrtll) 
h~wu~mth~Ji .. h.l. · · ·~Ill" 

.: d! 

Columblno' 
business . 
~eacher · 1 • ! 
Da\19 ...... · 

'Sanders •.; 
p(l$f,!$Wllh;. 

. his Wife, · :o. 
Unda, In 11 · • : .. 
Christmas · 
Eva photo. 
Sanders Wils 
l'25-yc;.u 

·veteran of· 
Colvmbloe. 

"Tho~ "w~s ~omf.tltinR speci~l," former 
Cnlumhlno: prinr.ip•l <lr.rry Oifforo aaid. 
"Mo~l people bum m•t·•nd ~'Y tho;.ycan't 
,In it i1nymure.l>awl! nf!.VP.rditl." 

Saildo;:ro narl lhre~ ri•URhLers. 10 JII'Bnd• 
.:hihlr!!n >nd had h.,.,, ~TJ<~rnellln hi~ wife. 
Unda, l•ll' eight yean. . I 

"Undo'• bil'lhd:ay I• trxl•y." Qld 
Sandlor•'ll•pl>ew,lli~hJmn~n. "lie told ' 
her nul tu mi1kc: any plans, bcc.a.u~ h•! WASl' 

jll•nnin~ ~omeU1i11g sptcial. · · · ~ ' I 
"'I1••Y u•~,J tu tell us lin man~ aw:.:.,;lon• ' 

lhot wh"n lf><:y fir~l$•we;,~h nlh~r. they'. 
knew u~,t w<~s II. ·n,oy ju~t ~ef!rtlt.tllu· · · • 
11lnw ~round Cilch oU!er.lt ll:<IIIJ Rave you 
h ..... . 

"P.fi.ua wa6n't with hia wife: and kids, he 'I Wl9 with lhc kid9at hi~h school. That was . 
hi~ li/OI;I~Jd·llu dl\j~yl!d it,.:~ ~ •·.• • .~ •. • ·: 

· "ol!oo.J tli~·~ IJ'\11i IV!~ ik'l '""'""""·GI'Ittol 
r1·~·il'.) 1',1\f)· ·' . · · · · · · · 
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RACHEL.SCOTT ... 

lt.L:.Ju.J-:L(..5-b~Ub 

Demi<lt Rci¢kli'NII>urlttllr\ NflWSIJ · 

TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE 
.• ISAIAH SHOELS 

'She w'a..~ n~ver, ever afraid of being her ou;n jJe1·.wm.' 

1 

hcrmnm. 
I 'huln• ~h(>w 

• !{irl WiLh l•ugh .. 
·u~g~yesanda ' . 
sly Sll\Jie.MII$lC,, 
d:mc~. (Kielry ~·. 
md phnlngmphy, 
·'wet~~mnng~ 

· ct~ss: ~~t~nl~ , ..... = '· · ··· ·f ; ~!!!'~···· 
Aae:18 ~ ..... _. ..·.~·,:' ~:i:'~i: .. ~-i r; 

· m.'nYIIil66ione. · .. ·. · 
She. WRBlhc · : 

kind o/ person . •.· 
you could cotl· 

• r.,J, •. ;,, :ol~•u\ any- · 
lhing wilhn111 
f<·.;<r ''' il•~r.ment, 
herbrothcrnnd 

, ai~tcrs .. v. Her. : · 
youn~er brotltwo.: 
Crnirt escaped · 
Ul~lit.rlllyunin• 

1 rig)'lt, keeps this picture ol her and nachel Scott In jLU'ctlanddlell . 
·her photo album. It was taken In January In the school Cil!oloria. praYl-<1 for · · 

'DlcheiJoy Scott WBB the 
''"""in u.e fwlul' 1181. . 

She WOil! hats wiUl gualo, a 
reOection oCher diVll.lltic 
>ll'o:<k :.nd het ~estl'ta'liCc:. 

No aluinkin~ violct, RacheL 
Thcdimimltivo: 17-~r-<>ld 

~It equallY AI ll!>mr. PI~ 
•pr.c>~:h 111~ nr • Chri•li:m 
ynulh ~up, <,:r.niP.r •I:•I!"•D' 
I'(','IChiPR 0111 h) Sflflle(lne lv~.~ ... 
L'~:kcd lhe o:unlioJc.ru..., oho 
aiWlly!o hlld. . 

"Shll had thi9 fun, fuU-<>1-Iife 

~r.nlh,r,'.'~;~~id • YOillhl.'llla­
tnt:~t heq:h•rrc~. 'liini!y 
t;hn,;ti:ln. "She was neveli 
ever ilfraid ofbcinghcrown 
~JC.n~on." 

Tl•r. vOJk.e;mail meSSll~c on 
her family Phone was I>Wll 
Rochcl. . 

"\''"' ho"" "'~o:tu'll 1he 
htm,.,niQ.•~-1'-11 1!...-..heland. 
her•r.rv:ml•," ""'!"' lh• jlirt 
whuc:>llt:dh......J!Uu•"pcn· 
ple'!i Jlfinc~~~~ 

She once t41e• ~d to P.>'l' h•t 
aiatcr's boy(liend $25 •f he 
would hWlY up and marry her 
ai.!!lcr so Rachel oould have 

Rachel. 
·. ''Shewas~juy lui,., 
amund," said hel'friend, Alex· 
i• B~1tUcy, 15. "Sh~ was· 
iru:J'edibl~ -· h~f uull<K>~ 1111 
Jill!, h•U:li3Jn1, hor luvclt,>t· 
(MI." 

Aml.lllK u;,~hr,ol'~ dr(WTIS: to 
~rnl'l't~ 01. mi,..;inn;~ry or P 
1"'''h rn11n•~lnr; I(> hrlp ~ids 
•n tmvhle; !(I ~pr<:.1d l.i(>d's 
wonl.. . ' 

"!;h~ will bo: ·~in 10 
rnnfe ~UJIIt: in hef tl~t~, .. 
!<aid h~daLilef.l)an·•U &:niL.. 
"U,an•h~.,\';:1· wuuWh.ave · 
alJvc." . 

-l..i8a Lei/itt R,ytJII1JDH 

ror a'liltl~ guy; Isaiah ~as\'::;:::; 
· I"' hard to mlas. • · .. · ' : 
,' He was the"''" whnaiW3y&·· ·. 
.. !d "hl" when you passed hulL·, 
ln the b~ls, wh!> seemed In · :~· .: 
bcmn<:~ whel) h" w~l~e1l, whose· .. 
4-IQQ!•ll-in~)l fr.lme brimmed· · · 
withlilc.·, •·. · 

He dill<! asking for his motlt-. 
et::. ·. .. . , •, .. ·. 

· Isaiah would have gradual~d ·. 
this year. H~ watlletl l<lnllend . ;, 
the Cnllll'advln$litut(: I)( Arl. ·. ·" 
anrt hemm~ D mu~ic cxr.allivr. !.l..:"!~~:;,..e~~ 

· Ji~r. hit (ath~.r, Mkh~~.l. lie wna·' 
qui~k to mnkef''" (If his own •' ~~w:c;:;.."''iil~ 
height and quick to prove I hal · 

. IIi• hei11ht would no:v~r h1.1l<l him 
b~ck.lle lilted weights: II is 
flienda say he "'118 (lOt of the 
•lronge~llli•Y• in •r.hlllli. · . 
slwRyalryinK to lif\ pc~•plc right 
.offthoirfccl. · 

Just about everybody liked 
him. · · 

"He was plllbabty the coolest ZimpiGr &ay&. "He 
guy in the achool," sophomore · 
Br.an Zlinpfcr said, · 

"He rode tho bus with me every morn­
Ing, and everyone would want to ail wilh 
Isaiah because ho msdo pr.oplo lau~h. He 
aiWIIYBIIIIid 5<>"'etlting fu~~y." . 

Isaiah wns onr. of lite few bl~r.k •ludenl$ 
ot Col11mbine I liRh Sr.hooi.Jli< killl!ro:nr­
nr.""' him in Lho: llbtory, .. ;d lh~y didn't 
like hlack•,lhl!:ll ~hal him •. 

1~ No.UU4 1-'.Ub 
··13.u:. 

~ l>uy everyuu~ loved. . 
. -TiM Ctitgo 

··-.. -·-· .. --.. ·--·---.. ,_;_,, ____________ -+_:_--:----------

n""" . .,; u,~ u,i;,ll" 1,nhn lumUn luv.d: 
b~~<:b~ll C<11,.·~11d }l,bf~ study; Chevy . 

trucks and four-wheeling: driving thrui•Rh 
Un:~ mt.Jd. . ~ . ·. ··.' · 

He was 8 mrit.Y amonJ!Iet:n<Uicr&, a 16-
k~~-cld kid who enjoyed being a l~ycar-<>ld 

·"lie WiiS higtH•n lilr.."' ~•id the l!ev.lloy~ 
Evans, the YO\IIh J'l"$\l•r •t l!~irll'll.,rlist · 
Church South, whcrc:John 'llaU rc:IIUlar at .• 
th~. YOIIth rmr,mm. 

Hi~ m~nii'Jnallletvia! was held Ftida)l He 
will t.w: buried in Wisconsin next week, 

"He wu a fun-lovinl!IIUY." Evana eaid. . . 
"HeEmjoycd driving his tnlck in lhe mud. , 
That exc\ted him. But]ohn was pretty quiet. 
ilc h."tlhe !!••..1-nld·bov ~nee.; t.ut h~o was 
a !c<ld~ bO.ar ihaide." · · · '""':'"' 

He WliS ajokc.sterwith n biKwidcl!lin. A · 
· hard worker. II kid who could not be; &woyed 

once he sci his min<t tt.ll)llmr.thi~r.-
. "1\trl ufU1He:w>11 he sl.arll!d working as 
e~rly ~~he did atl4 was to ~ave up enough 
mi'"I'Y f•P"• f1nlr•wh<:d·•loive Ch-.vy l>it:k• · 
up," ,.,;d W•yn• And~l'!lun, uwnel' uC Al'llpl· 
h(l(: 1\c:r'(:~ nuf•ery, where trig, Inn ly Jnhn 
helped haullrc:r.& and J,.,rl b;.g$"' 'ui). 

L..c!t ye;>t.JuhnllllVcicd to ]uare~, Mcidco, 
wh~Jel10 hPJJIOd UUild hOUseS (at lhe pont 

Ho: l'l:nutl!d to jtJill Ute Aruty when he 
gr.~duoled. · 

lli> r.<!Utcr.John, called hilnthe perfect •• 
:<fill. . ' .I i~ ,.,u d.• ill "ttl 

~·H~ wa• iu!ll g•••l/' he.o:~ioh ~Y.tu~l :llllil > irt 
~~~to lof'.~.~l~i•no: em• nud ln!'<llvo~h lx1lh." . 

· ......, Timi Gr/tJ{I• . 

. s~~ ..... lh• beolllr. with br~i~ •• a ·. ; 
girl whot:ould$p•~•J ~ voll1:yb;•ll· .. '; 

nne minute and quote Shakcspcaro the 
.'nl:lll. •· . • · · 

Laur~n was a senior a alep away .. 
fmn1 •=~~ll•g• when she wa~ killed. And 
\llhil~ she tlc11>~d lell(( I.U cab t11d Lioys ·. 
AlA l<•!!BI•nilllalshetl~l; l1er real dream 
1>':1~ to wotk with th~ biQ animals as a 

· wilrllilo::biulugisl, ·. · , · ·: 
She woe tho baby of her family, with 

. twooldorbrother&Rndan oldeUi$l~r. · 
"I'll r~mcmhor h"r ~s ~ h•~•utiful · 

uoul," said Cothc:rin~ !leek, 6i6t~r-in• · · 
· lawofLauJ't.n'nl~pl•lh•r, llriiCr. · · 
Bock. '\\nd her beautirul&milc, and· 
herlnt.ellil(cnee." ' · · 1 · 

. 'J .. iiiltr.l" was n l!ulh:gt' rccruilex·'a · , 
', ' d~.am, C~rlaln ol lh~o W•ll~oyballlealn, · 

· Willner or lor..•id~nl Clinln11'~ K•ctl­
lcn~· in tdualion •w•nl. me•hher ol . 
.lhcN~IJtmal Htnuii'Soelely. Her · ·; 
. friend& $~Y $he "'"' well tlll her way to 
·bcromin~t v~l<:(li(:lf)n:on 1>llh" ~tho !I'll. 

John Tomlin sLartl'd worldng at 14 wllh 
j llopc.'S (!( :$4ying up.lof a pickup ~~~,l;f.<U 
, treYttlt:d .• t.o MexlcQ,to·h~lp. build hQUIIU, 
1 fur •'lho~~ rarld;·.plamna<hto •jbinnthe," 
; Army. . ,ljf•.~<l ,,,,, rirr lri'N m( 

· ll.,.l!.ngli~h leach~.-. Carnl Samson,•. 
. ~ll.~d hcr ~ "lhi,o,t: l>eauli!~l Klrl wiUJ. a , 
dehcale b•,,uly. · · ·• .· , .. 

. "Lnl Sal!Jtt.lay nighl, 111~ huoband ... 
and I eh~p<::rot•e<l a dA11ce .' Samson · 
recalled. "!"rom t.11li ~~I hi~ rna>.~ ·~me 
a beautiful girl in a li~tht brown dress to 
grr:eli..ISt~.~ c1~11i" :•1:1-:J';Jr·• ·1: •• ~ 'l!f.r'tt· 

!I'I'lr~IIIBIIt 'disAppeared into thtl "" 
r.tb~~l·lllb:r\Jrnemt.rJ:y'. WiU sLay!Wi(h 
for~vr.r," · . ,. · 
·. ~qKIII'I ())t/> II•~•Hl\ ~·1..:A1111a Griego 

"" ,, ... ,_ ........... ~ ... •• • .,., .; - ··~--·•r- ... -···--·•·•·-•••••-• -•-· '• ,.,. 

.. 
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TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE. 
KYLE VELASQUEZ 
Buy liJUJe1'ed over parents and embraced them with love 
Clo>s:toplomolll 
Aeo; 1G 

. Kyl-. Vel•"tu•• was • ~.,;,ue 11iant. . 
/\lrnc" ly ti feel tall, he towered over 

hi• murn, tl:ullmd ~1\rLhcr R11d lcw~d Uteln 
wilh n h'"rrl ''" hiK"" h~ WH> t:.ll. 

Jw:l hefrrre he I ell h1•m• 'lbc,day i1l01'11· 
inp,, h" luhl hhl 111<'1111 what he alwaya told 
her: "llnvc you, Mom." 

Tlwn h!! h~It f11revct. 
A rul.hle;~ a~l'aY o( gunfire killed the 11>­

year·ul<l ~rrpl1ulllor• while ho wa&in tho · 
sdrt.,llihtary, workil~ on the comDuter dur-
in~ I ria lunch break. . 

Now K~le'a parent a, Phyl\i~ a11d 1\1 
Vd.:atuo:t.. 81td I rialarllo, Iovin~, extended . 
f"miiY ~,.., I~Cl with brokr-11 h~.t~rt3AIId .. ~.: 
mcmcnloa oll<ylr., · 

There's the picture of him when he w~s 
ju•t5 w1U1 a ~yishJohn Elway, There are 
tbt photo9 olKyle'a f1TtlOrlp;u-:nls thnt he~~­
way~ kepl in his room. After they died. KYle 
·L<ll~ hig 11101n he "needed" thdrl'ic.111reu. · 
''lllclllr~ luuud small ~old frRincs that didn't. 
<1ui1e fit and moun led the photoo his >wy, 
. The.~.'~ ~l•n the rna ... 1~e hoord, where he 

!ell his final note Ia hi~ d~d ~nd ~illllr.tl il in 
his sweclfashion: "I. . .(IYI', Kyle. XO)(VXO." 
· Kylr• lillln'llrang oul with friends much. 
lie idoli~CII hil: biE hf\11.het,IJ:nri~l. 21. And 
new lh•t ll•nir.l horl movetl nul, hew"" 
ai\VRY8 with hi6fbJ~5. 

"Wollavek-d in lhrcca," AI VciaaqucJ 
,.,ill, lr.m: nmhi11g Jown his faco RSh~ rcal­
i•~d ~n1•w U••l hi1 tlU'eesome is no longer 
complete.. . 

Kyle wao so Lhollr.hlful lh~t when hi• d•ri 
WM busy working the •winR shift >I C'"""• 
Ire wrruld ~p~ all the &Port& events hi& d~d 

· ~le Velasquez, a sopt~omore, enjoyed 
· spending time with hi& paron~& and his 

21-year-old brother, Daniel. 
was n1issing. · · 

"Ill liked somcUting, ho hl<cd il.'' AI 
· Velao<&ueuoid. · · · 

Every evening. he would keep his motllor 
(t/1111•111)1. • 

"I lc'.~ ~lwny.; h1~m kinrlamlgentle ""d 
Iovin!(. Thi& r.hnd h>d mv"' hug.~llroil any 
child I've cvc:r known." Phy!Us Velasquel 
aaid. • . . 

Kylel.:.ved hloleaclt~ra and his c~tslllld 
hi• Annlllrr~e's hnll'lol:lll:lde tortillas. He 
drcmmed of •um~d.y hehtk a firefighter or a 
J)il1.1\ in thr.ll.S, N•vy, in whiL·h his f~Uiet 
&crved. · · · 

Now, cvcrv time a jet fli<'-< nv~rh~J~d ell'~ 
fireu·uck races by or a Llronco& ~nmc is on, . 

. the Vc:la"''UCI farriilywill be tlli"kin& 'lfl~yl~. 
. -Killielu•JqiiiMcCrimrrum 

Rlr:ht"' e••t•.ldo, 17, who w&~ hoapUallled .f·. &.hooUng "t CQitunblnt Wgh Sehoul: 
w11h frve ~unollol WOtln~s In th~ cho•l, back ·. • . Den,.t Heollh \lllodl .. t C.ator 
~no ~rm. wruo upSro<l•<l lu lair. contiiUon Satur7 •!.On•• ~lrirlln, 16, ctiticel bul 5Uible condl· 
(t~y. · lion with llllllllplo &unshl)l IMOUM•; intensiw 

DAN MAUSER 

Whul kii1d o! kid was Daniel M•u~~.rl A~ 
St. Francis o! CRbrini CMholi4' l:hnn:h, 

fht-u•'• a(Jiclurc of him posinR will> four 
1ro1•hi•~· Ne~rrby lieo a seclling-bcc certifi­
cate, an aw~r~IITnrn thelonldell Piano Stu­
dio Tor c:ompo~ilion, • Cellific•tc lot· the 
National Sckncc Ulvml'i~li. hi• fa~orile · 
Ninlcn<.logalllca. 

He. waa tho kind of ki4 whn wnn'l :l[t"Jid 
l.ti hug hia parents, who ~.arnml •lr.riHhL N~ 
in l.he pa~l two quaClcr& o! sehoul, wh11 ""' 
ju&l •• crrnlfuflallle wilh a microscope~; . 
hr." WOIS IJII Ski!!:. 

The kirrd of kid who told hio; p.1renl• h" 
"'~~ W\lttil:d alloutlhc growing number or 
8""' in lire cowllry. . 

"He was very pure i" hi• hr.:trl," aaid hls 

. Wllh gun•h~l wutJ~~& In ohe•l nnd liver. . ' 
• lloo~ Cru ... 15, fair eondilloll Willi n gu ... · 
~nnt YIOIJrrd In th& b~o~ ond lh1ee In tile . 
abdomon. ' .... · 

ll,~u~h heo'a p&raly7c(1 frl)m lh~ r,hruir dO"M'1, t6r.:. 
hiS r1or.lnn: nnd fon1ilv e•~ Ol)limlslic !nat t~e'll • Uu 1Ctouu1 18, oerluu~ oondiUon wllh multi· St.l\llllrcony He•ollel C:enlrol 
walk BI:C'ira, He vnttQrwr.nl :;urgary fo1:1st weak. PI& &Unst,ot wountt~. . · • ft111nr Ru•cnuar, 17, &nrtntJs condiliOil WHI' . 

lwu 0\her vlc\lme .-nowcd lrnpro\ICmenl Sat.. • a .. nn• Pnrtl., 18. fAir f.OI'H'IItlnn wilh lUnshat 1!\Jne.tu;a\ WO\Jnds. . ' 
u1d:oy. · wounds in IOwoll!ldlelniUoo. 111 Polri<k l~lond, 17, satioua con~lllo" with 

lrlork Toylor, !R, wa.< rrpgrndcd to fell condi· . . . gu~l wuundo, 
· !•on wltl1 ~unollot woUNI~ In tho r.hcijl, nrm• . · a ... dl•h Mtdltol t;onlor -

oM log. /1, lS.,.nr·old ~.,, v.l\o nils fiot'll~on;' I • , ••••• s ....... 10, (oil COr\(hllon Wlll\n'('~ . . (1~111 81V~cnr. Who ""'IU •h<r\ I••Y~ rFf" ... . 
1~011"tlr.d, w" uparl>d«! 10 <erlou~ co.ldillon·

1
• ;:·· ohropnol &nd bullet I'IDund~ in 11r6 'clll!A( 1!g

1 
1 ' rotoasod1frum lloopllnl•. litey a1e1 ... 

1 1 
\ 1•'!.· · t~lStAnlhonyHn&rtlliliCCntrbl:·,.·t·~n,r··'{r abdol"ruth=arldQnn:•m(1yt)r.mti-:i'\~dwltHtll'll·t•'"~' • l~~~ ·;,:· .. , .. • · ·.· ···('·•'' t., .... . 

[1~111 u01o1 ~lutfe/1t~ lomao"o)O(I'IIo~~ltllllictl "'' lew ~.,yo. .!f1t~1 1 • JeMlf<irl'>o)'io,'l1'1 II•.;•, ·'' ,, •. , 'lh "l"t"'lf" "1-1 
. Sotu1<lov F1u1~ il\iutios a .. rrorM lo TUC$dOy's • Anno M.tlrlo Moohh•K•r, 17~ aorlo\1~ r.ondlllon • M•lt91 Hall, 1li 

1'3 No.UU4 1-'.U( --··-.... ,.,.I 'I'' I' __ , ---'"" 

Daniel 
Mauser, 15, 
was a 
slralgllt·ll 
sludnnlwho 
waan't afraid 
to tlugtlls 
parents and 
rakod leavos 
lor a neighbor 
who'clhadil 
healt snack. 
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· contmues to draw 
·: . 

Fl ers, messages pour 

i. from across country 

By Gaty Massarci 
NewsStaf!Wriw 

The crowds keep coming . to 
Clement" Park, leaving behind a 
teardrop for evei-y petal, a broken:. 
hell!"t for each link in a ~per 
cham. . __ . _ __:_._..-.-~~- ._::J • 
.rOJd·and young, healthy and in­
firm walk to and stop at the 3-foot-

{
high mounds of red roses, white 
lilies, yellow daisies, stuffed teddy· 

. bears and rabbits, placards pro­
\ claiming scripture, poems 
_prayers.. . . . 
i Messages have poured in 
allover.~-
r-students in Maui, Hawaii. 
a 2-foot-square laminated 
thy card. Oregon 
messages on a plastic 

labout 5 feet tall, 7 feet wide.'·. . 
) Each link· of a paper: .chain 

·\strung on saplings contajns a 
.message of sympathy,_ . J_ . 

"I'm_ keeping-my prayers for 
. you in my heart,""someone named 
Sarah.wrote. 

A Jefferson County sheriff. rides his horse on a hill Monday at Clement Park, where people gather to pay their 

On a banner from Cherry Creek 
High School. student Eddie Har­
mousti wrote: "I can't say much, 

· just sorry." 
Dana Campos of Dora Moore 

Schoo!" of Denver wrote this on the 
banner from her classmates: 
"Don't stop going on with your 
life. ·You still have a long way to 

go." 
. Jefferson County Parks work­

ers scattered wood chips and 
. straw on the ground soggy from 
snowmelt. 

A snow'angel melted under the 
· spring sun at yet another mound 
of flowers and messages and 
stuffed animals. 

Snow and wind have faded 

some messages. 
But there are plenty more com­

. iilg each day with each person 
who comes to the shrine to light a 
votive candle, lay a bouquet or 
tack up a message. 

At one mound, someone put up 
white plastic fencepost crosses 
with the names of the 12 students 
and one teacher who were mur-

Groundskeepers tend the graves 
and memories of Columbine teens 
Pair'.s preparations . ments by heart. . . he started working part-time at 

And Wednesday, they'll place Mount Olivet. He still remembers 
provide Sad Welcoine 16-year-old Matthew Kechter's the drag of the push mower over 
to aquiet community grave in a plot a few sections over, all those graves. 

by a lake. .. "We take each one as a location 
These men are the last to see and that's how. we handle it. We 

By Carla Crowder .. the vaults before they. go under- don't say let's go_ take care of 
N.WsStaf!Writer ·• ground. They're the ones · Fleming, let's take care of 

. who wander past them "T· . · Mauser. If you get too 
There are two fresh- graves in everyday, sometimes talk- •• ·close, you might. as ·well 

section 34. ·, · ing to the headstones · hese. leave," Vigil said. 
, Roman Alvarado and Alfonso Ro- when no one else is ,f" Oh, but some he knows 
mero have been btisy. Digging them. around. SOrt 0; by name. . . . . . . 
Steppingasidefortheburialsandthe "Ijustwonderwhathap- stay with Sena. That's the one. 
crowds. Covering them back·up with pened to. you," Alvarado , Section 34. 
fill 'dilt and top soil. Trying not to will ask them, tiptoeing you. "A couple. They were 
think about who's inside. over the cemetery's silent VIc VIgil, coming down from a 

·"I've done covering. I've done sod. Mount Olivet mountain and they died in 
tapping (dirt down) on the graves. They know secrets of groimdskeeper an auto accident. She was 
I've set the ·sod. I've made the ·the dead that few. others pregnant. ... Just across 
vaults," said Alvarado, 51, recalling . know. the street, we have three 
his 13 years at Mount Olivet ceme- · There's the' man whose family friends who were in a plane trip · 
tery just outside Wheat Ridge. tossed packets of marijuana over who crashed .... There are three 

This week, he's been busy. his casket. The woman . whose children out there in section 23. 
Alvarado is a beefy ·man with family insisted her wheelchair go They were burned in the back of a 

salt-and-pepper stubble, and he's . in on top of the casket. · car, playing with matches." 
leaning on the yellow handle of his For Romero, there's his neph- "These sort of stay with you." 
weathered shovel. ew, beaten to death at 36. . Alvarado and Romero are called 

The shovel just finished. covering ')\t first I was undecided if I Was ·away to another site. Their dump-
up ·the grave of Kelly Fleming. She going to dig it or not. But at the last truck lumbers between rows of 
was 16, a quiet poet, killed like 12. moment I did," Romero said. flowers and fresh dirt. Off to an-
others at Columbine High School. Vic Vigil has a daughter the other section. another number. 

One row over, the rugged shov- same ·ago as Kelly Fleming. He, Kelly Fleming. Daniel Mauser. 
elers also covered up the grave of too;·toils in the •cemetery as .the . Matthew Kechter. 
Daniel Mauser, a 15-year-old boy grounds supervisor. In fuct, he was "I know I'll remember these 
who knew the· :ren Command-· only a year older. than Kelly when forever,:: their boss said . 

....... 

. . . . . ~ ;; 
::·,, 

dered a week ago. 
Behind is a broken stake stuck 

in the ground and this message 
written on a scrap of paper: "The 
killers had a soul, too. Their fam­
ilies need our love. We are all 
human." 
. At the base of the stake were 

two wilted, moldy bouquets of 
white daisies. 

To place Monday came 
Darryl Williams, 37, and his 10-
year-old son, Byris: . .. 
. William's' wife, Philista, knows 

Michael ~hoels, father. of Isaiah 
Shoels, who was killed last week. 

William's said God is at work 
here, in the shrine of Columbine . 

"He is! drawing people closer 
together,'i he said .. ·. 

. I . . . 

Songwriters cretlit God 
-1 ~ . 

By Tillie Fong · In the meantime, the broth-
NcwsStaf!Writir ers lean1ed a friend, Cassie 

Bernall, was among the vic-
Friend of Mine came from the· tims. · I . · 

heart and from God. That night, when they sang 
"I think God is using our tal-·. the song, I" Cassie was defihite­

ents at this· time to help peo' ly in the forefront of our 
·pie," said Stephen Co- thoughts," Stephen 
hen, 18, a Columbine said. 
senior. · I Jason Hickman, a 

Two weeks ago, church member, has a 
. Colien and his brother, music studio and sug-' 
Jonathan, 17, sent gested they record the 
three tunes to Andy song. Hickman also got 
Millar. associate pastor the Cohens on the pro-
at Living Fellowship gram for the Sunday 
Ch.urch, where the memorial service. 
boys are members. I The two brothers 

Millar wrote lyrics heard from Cassie's 
to two, but had nothing father . that it helped 
for thethird. him cope, and their 

"Then Tuesday hap- mother told them a 
pened," Millar said. .woman called aboutthe 
"The word Columbine song's effect on her 
matched the rhythm of d'aughter, also i 
the first line of the Columbine student. 
tune." · . I "She wasn't able to 

He scribbled soine talk to anyone about 
lyrics, and asked the. what happened," 

.brothers if they would Stephen Cohen Jonathan said. "But she 
add words and . sing the song got a copy of lhe song, went 
that night for a church service. into a room and listened to it 

"I was pretty freaked, and .I about eight times, and she 
couldn't think of any lyrics," started opening up after that." . 
jonathan recalls. Proceeas .go to victims' lam­

So Millar came up with the . ilies. Information: (303) 797-
rest of the lyrics in 45 minutes. · _6474 .. J ... · · 
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. Clement Park shrine draws crash surviv~r 
and others paying homage to victims 

Mourners. 
share pain 
and faith 

By Nann Clarke 
NcwsSto/fWrilcr 

Ford van. 1\vo died and se~e~ were 
injured in the crash. One of the vic­
tims, her boyfriend Jeremy Bot-

'.. Ryan McLean, a·survivor of her toms, "an Arapahoe High football 
own personal crucible, came in a player, was seated next to McLean. 
wheelchair, a bouquet in her lap. · Her heart goes out to the griev-

The Smoky Hill girls lacrosse ing families and the surVivors. · 
team, their game with Columbine "No matter how hard it seems, I 
High canceled, came bearing flow- have to say· it does get better," she 
ers and sympathy. · · said. "People have to keep their 

Marriane Klassen, a transplanted faith, whether it is in_God_or them-· 
Can~dian, cam,e· becaus~ she said selv~s.~- - --- · · -~ 
shey1st~ldn_t s_tay_away.____ ,The-.lacrosse · teiuif'came -to 
/l·~ne?r andfar,_young anct?ld.. Clement Park en masse, some with .. 

/they arnved at Cle~ent Park to pay\/ single yellow and red 
( (homa~e to_ the v1ct1ms of The~ay's /,..:_with 'placards_carrying · _ 
~shootmgs_aLnearby-Columbme dolence. ~-------:· · 

H1gh Schoo!. __ '--7-_ -- .J "lt'sthe right thing to do," said 
McLean, 18, survived a head-on Kristen Sunstrom, 18. "It shouldn't. 

crash on C-4 70 two years ago that have happened to any school." · 
left her paralyzed ~nd scarred - "It really would have been inap-

. phys1cally and emotto~ally. . . . propriate to stay away," said Jenny 
But whatever pam th1s VISit Cavna< 16 · 

w~~1\d create was worth.it. . , · · Erin' 'lui lis, 17, agreed. "They're . 
I m glad I came, but 1t s very our lacrosse sisters." 

hard to be here," said McLean, after Klassen who moved to Denver 
laboring to p~sh her wheelchair the from Ca!g;ry, Alberta, said she had 
final few uphill yards. At the edge of watched so much TV coverage that 
a wlute tent, she leaned over and "it really hurts.': . 
placed· flowers · next to a small "! don't have children," said 
wood~n blue ~ross! near two can- Klassen, :ll, "but I feel empathy for 
dies fl1ckenng m a cmder block. .the families." 

"It just inakes you all the more She approached. the ever-grow-
aware how precious life is," said the ing shrine and placed a bundle of 
former Cherry Creek High School pink flowers aniong the others. 
swimmer. Two male friends, ·also lears streamed down her face as 
carrying .flowers, drove her down she read the many touching mes­
from Fort Collins, where she is a sages. 
freshman at Colorado State Univer- "This would never· happen in 
sity. . . Canada," she said, "because we 

McLean was in a GMC Suburban·· have such strong gun laws. I'm not- · 
that veered across the median into· bad-mouthing the States, because I Ryan Mclean, 18, pays her respects to the victims of the Columbine. 
oncoming traffic and slammed into a . love it here, but ... " makeshift shrine in Clement Park on Friday. Mclean· was paralyzed in a 
. . . . I 

School episodes mirror concerns found an poll 
Associated l'ress taken lightly or ign~red will now But in other cases, the reas~ns them all," police s~id. · the blamj f~r the Columbine 

Offhand comments about school 
violence that once might have 
been ignored now. are being re­
garded with vastly increased seri- · 
.ousness in the aftermath of .the 
shootings at Columbine High 
School.· 

The escalation in intensity 
comes amid a new CNN!USA 70-

·day/Gallup telephone poll this 
week in which 79 percent of re-

. spondents said the shootings are a 
sign of a serious national problem. 

During the past two days, ar­
rests, suspensions and investiga­
tions of students have occurred at 
schools nationwide by nervous ad­
ministrators taking no chances. 

"Things that 'previously, were 

,· .. 

be re-examined," said Ian Hal- for discipline were more solid: • In Prosser, Wash., a 14-year, shootings on the availability of 
perin of the Mesquite (Texas) In- • In 'jackson, Wyo., a.17-year- old high scliool student was ar- guns, followed by parents; televi­
dependent School District, which .old student was charged Thursday rested after telling another stu- sion progra!ns, movies and music; 
suspended a seventh-grader after with bringing a "sus'pected impro' .dent he "would like to position . . . and social I pressures on youth. 
she showed classmates a list of 35 vised explosive device" to high anti-personnel ·mines in every ·Media coverage of similar epi-
students she wished were dead. school. 1\vo similar devices were class, set them off simultaneously sodes, the I Internet and schools. · 

"We have no tolerance whatso- removed from his home. and kill everyone in the school." · were blamei:l the least. 
ever for threats," said Police Chief • In Pennsylvania, a high school • In Cherry Hills, ·N.J., three· The poll i1idicated that stopping 
Thotn;~s Bauer of Oak C>eek, Wis., was closed Thursday after author- teens were suspended from their school violence will require im­
where two 16-year-old boys were ities found and detonated a pack- high school for standing ·in a hall- posing striCter gun controls on 
arrested, one for·mentioning the age that appeared to be a pipe ·way clad in black trench coats and teen-agers, I enacting tougher reg-
Colorado shootings while the bomb hidden on a campus roof. · pantomiming gunfire.. ulations on TV and movie vio-
other one. held his hand in the In most cases, th01igh; words • In Palmdale, Calif., two high .lence, placihg. more metal detec-
shape of a·gun and yelled, "Pow!". alone were· enough to· bring sus- school students who made refer-_ tors in s'chools, increasing 

Ashley Guris, 12; of Jackson- pensions and police action. ences to the Trench Coat Mafia available colmseling·for teens and 
·ville, Fla., was arrested Thursday • In Gillette, Wyo., a 15-year- · were arrested after one threat- restricting I what's available to 
on a felony charge of threatening old junior high school student was ened another student and the oth·- .teens on the Internet. 
to blow up her school. "I didn't. suspended after the principal. said· . er talked about bomb-making. The poll of 659 adults was taken 
.mean it at all. The words just kind he heard the boy say he was going The poll results suggest that Wednesday 'and has an error mar-
of fell out;" she said Friday. to bring a gun to school and "K,ill Americans place a "great deal" of gin.of 4 percentage points. 

·,t·, \i··~·~i ·.i .(•;i··;: :.:·;1 f:•'l! ;i•;\·:: : ·;n"-;J''; ·"~"''' 3 'i''; .Yi 
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TRAGEDY AT COLUMBINE . 

SONG OF 

OPE 

Photos by Pa~rick Davison/News Staff Photographer 

c1Wo·brotllefs~~ved th;C~JumbineHigh School 
shooting,Jonathan Cohen,17, a junior, left, and Stephen[ -~ 
/Cohen, 18, a senior, sing Friend of Mine, a song they wrote/. 
duringSunday~s memorial service in Jefferson County-.- ,. · 

The brothers said proceeds from sales of their CD will go to 
the victims' families. · 

Columbine, flower bloom,. tenderly I sing to you. 
Columbine, rose blood red, heartbreak oveiflow my head. 
Columbine, flower bloom, 
Columbine there's hope for you. 
Columbine, friend of mine . 

. To your gain, on the mark. 
With your love, love again. 
Comfort, peace and sweet release come from you. 
Where, it's true, I hide myself in you. 
can you still hear raging guns ending dreams of precious ones? 
In God's sun, hope will come, his rid sfain will take our pain. 
Columbine, friend of mine. 
Peace will come to you in time. 
Columbine, friend of mine. 
7ltrn a page; to your gain. 
Keep your heart on the mark. 
Comfort us with your love. 
Love again. 

· Christ of grace attend this place we look to you. 
Honor you. 
Fix you in our view. 
Columbine, flower bloom. 
Tlmderly I sing to you. 
Columbine, rose blood red, heartbreak overflows my head. 
Columbine, friend of mine. 
Peace will come to you in time. 
Columbine, friend of mine. 

A white dove soars into the slate-gray sky as Gov. Bill Owens 
reads the names of the 13 people slain at Columbine High 

School. An estimated 70,000 people attended Sunday's 
(Tlernorial :?Elrvi~e !It th.e Bowles Crossing Sh?PPi.ng Center. 

~ • . 1 . • ' . ' . ' 
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· .. ·.··.··Firms~.:resp.tlild·····tO"·t.:··. 

Passers,by on the 16th Street Mall stop to sig·n:a 30-foot-long banner offering condolences to students, staff and . . . . . ' . . ' . .. ~ 

The Denver Post I Brian Brainerd 

at Columbine High School. : . 

An outpouring of,financial, logistical support from state businesses 
By Steve Raabe ;c 4- ~2 -99 ·· · · . at least five Columbine student employ­

ees who were taking time off to deal with Denver Post Business Writer · • HELP: A list of memorial funds and oth­
\ Colorado busiriessesresponde'd Wednes- · · er ways to help Victims of the Columbine 

'day to thl:! massacre· at ColUmbine· High ;. High massacre.f2A · . . · 
School first with shock. ,~!.rid grief, thlm . 
:with ari outpouring of support - filian: · County and throughout Colorado took ac­

\ cia I, logistical and emotional. J tions to deal with the aftermath of the 
-~As·news·helicopters hovered incessant- killing spree.--- --'·-- ·- - _ 
· ly above the crime scene, riearby stores . Telephone companies supplledfree cell 
opened for business,. unsure if.there would phones to crowds near the crime scene. 
be any commerce to conduct in a neigh- rRefailers donated money to-v1ctimSCana· 
borhood still reeling with images of hiunched fund-raising drives. ·:: · .~ ·_- ·"' · 
bloody bodies. · /Discounted airline tickets were offered , 
· · . .Yet by Wednesday afternoon, business to family members, students and faculty/ 
in some locations was brisk, aided in part affected by the incident. c -· . . -- - . 

by the presence of thousands of bystand- ·Local restaurants opehed their !loorsto 
ers, students, reporters, grief counselors (Sc?res ?f report~rs,--who sought- ~oth1 a 
and law enforcement officials. · qmck·b1te to eat and a place to wnte sto-

Meanwhile, businesses in Jefferson ries on laptop computers. 

.. :.\ .. ·::: ..... · ... 

'· .... ··· .,· .. · 

. · ........ : .. . 

And everywhere, business owners 
sales and :profits were far nvo>r~h:>r1nuJPn 
by concern and sympathy for 

"My wife didn't even think 
open today," said Randy Becker· 
Music-Go-Round, a music 
store in the Bowles 
center near Columbine High 

"We feel deeply about this," 
· said. "A lot of those kids are our 
ers. We just can't imagine the grief 
must be experiencing." 

Becker said that as a gesture to the 
tims, he withdrew his normal radio 
tising and rephiced it this week with 
sympathy message. . .. , .. 

At the nearby Internatiorial House 
Pancakes on Bowles Avenue, 
Mark Shirvan said he'll make do 

•grief. .,.,, · ·· . 
"I told them to take as much time as 

they need/'. he. said. "·That's much more 
important than coming to work." 

Telephone service providers· reported ; 
extremely high • use of both conventional ' 
and wireless phone.service. . 

On Tuesday, US. West p()sted several : 
· technicians at the Jefferson County Sher-.! 

iff's Department in the event there was a 
1 problem with the emergency 911 system .. 

"We didn't want to take the chance. that ·; 
there would be any 911 problem," said'.: 
spokesman David Beigie. . . . · ; 

The .wireles·s. phori'e networks . were : 

Please see REACTION on 1oc·.· . ' ' ~.. . . . . . 
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Businesses respond to tragedy at Columbine 
. . . . . . .. . . . . 

REACTION from Page 1 C pert at Johnston Wells. level counselor or a registered afternoon to console and counsel butions .. 
Threlkeld was eating lunch at . nurse free of charge. The line the old friends who bad gathered . The Chicago Board ·of Trade 

overloaded, making it tougher for the Denver Press Club when the (80~-340-4219) ·will be operational there. He stayed nine hours. halted t~ading in i~ fut~res ex-
police a_!!l!_.«!thersJo.communicate." news ~roke. \_Vi!.en he returned to ~hi M~y 20,_ spokeswoman Do~a · Yet Tam~urel~o was ba~k ~t change p1~ for a mmute_ ill honor·. 
~o-u S. West_ strung. additional~' the offtce, he JO~ed the rest of the Rt~g sa1d. It lS open to all, not JUSt work managm~ SlX brokers ·ill his of .those killed at Columbille .. 

phonelines at the request of law- staff huddled ill the conference Uruted Healthcare ~embers. Downtown offtce on Wednes?ay.'=-H t-f t d t 
enforcement authorities, giving au- room. Blue Cross Blue Shield 9f Colora- But there would be no showt~gs \_ ~ a!l~O~ or- S. U en ~ 
thorities dedicated lines for their Not much work got don~ Tues- do'sai.d it was contribu?ng $25,000 Wednesda~ afternoon or evenmg. Southwe~Plaza ·maills a hang~ 
use. . da,~ afternoon, Threlkeld ~atd. to a fund set up by Uruted Way. He ~as ¥oillg_back to ~t. Frru;tces. out for Columbine High School stu-. 

In addition, the company re- It ~as such. a _compellillg story Anthem Inc., the Indiana compa- Vtctona Qum~a, vtce pr~tde~t dents. · 
routed phone calls away from the that 1t was d_tf!,tcult ~o ~.emove ny that is i~ talks _to buy Blue of"Exc~IProfesstonal Serv:tces ill Some work there, many shop 
area to ease traffic on the network. yourself fro111 1t, he satd. It was Cross, also will contnbute $25,000, the Denver Tech Center, said none there o 

"Everything that didn'~ need to run the first such calamity that anum- company_ spokesm~ Neil Wester- o! her company's employees w_as "W~'re their community mall,"' 
, , through there we sent 1t in another her of our younger staff memb_ers gaard said. In addition, Blue Cross d_irectly relat~d to any of the. v1c- said Pat Bunyard general manag-
. · direction,". Beigie said.. were exposed to .. It was pr~t!! rm- '!ill match employees' contribu- tims of the high school shootillgs, er for the shopping center just a lit-

. The company also handed out pactful, no qu~~10n about 1~. . tions up to a total of $10,000. . but employees collected money for .tie more than a mile from the high 
several dozen wireless phones to From a cns1s comm~mcahon And Aurora ambUlance provider th_!!m anyV!ay .. _ --···-- sChool. ' 
authorities and family members. The Den~er Post 

1 And~ cross r.erspectiv~, Threlkeld ~aid he was Americ~ Medical Response said !t \Collection drive 
0 

en;:. Starting Friday, Southwest Pl~za 
As of Wednesday, the company A Good Times Dnve Thru s1gn at fran~ly Impressed wtth what. I may wa1ve fees for transports _It I _____ ---·--~-~ ·-~ visitors can donate $5 for the Mile. 

had set up two tents at Columbine Evans Avenue and SouthBro~d- sa~ With how they handled the stt- p~ovided from the crim~ ~ene and Safeway Stores Inc. said it has High United Way Community Heal­
High School and was loaning wire- ~ay shows support for the VIC- ua.~mn. . . . . W:Ill donate $5,000 to vtchms' ser- started a collection. drive for vic- ing Fund and receive a paper hand 
less phones to authorities, family t1ms of the tragedy. · They did a lot of thing~ nght. VIces. tims with a $10,000 corporate do- that they can customize with a 
members and the media. The com- The (Jefferson County) sheriffs de- .Paul Tamburello, residential nation. Customers can make con- message or their name. Southwest 
pany had about ~0 available and ;- meaning that a total of $300,000 partment had the same spokesper- managing broker for Hanover Er- · tributions at any. of the. 120 Plaza will hang the hands through-
was bringing in more. could be raised. son,_ so the, same messa~e~, we~ lich, a DOwntown-Denver real es- Safeway stores in Colorado, Wyo- out the mall. 

The company also had to pre- . get~illg out, Threlkeld said. '!'herr tate firm, was swept back to his ming, South Dakota, Nebraska and Kinko's donated the printing of 
pare for the deluge of reporters Gathered around TV m_am focus was ~0 commurucate past Tuesday when he heard the New Mexico.·. hands in a variety of colors. 
and others from the media. W:Ith the parents·flrst, and the me- radio and TV reports of the ,shoot- Kirig Soopers established a sup- "We used different color hands 

"We have what amounts to the . At ~ohnst?nWells Public ~ela- di~ ;was secondary. You can have ings at ~olumbine .. The wo~d~d port fund for the Columbine com- to help support the fact that we all 
Oklahoma City bombing trial from ho!ls m Wnter Square, the sta~f cnsts plans, but you c~ never re- and hurtmg were his old pariShio- munity and will begin taking dona- need to work together and unite to 
a media coverage standpoint," q_tnckly gathered around the. tele':l- ally ~Ian !.or somethmg of that ners. . . tions at all 77 of its store locations get rid of the racism issue," Pruitt: 
Beigie said. s1on. set around noon Tuesday ill ~~grutud~ ... - ·-- ) . Befor~ joining the real estate in- today. said. . 

U S. West also is setting up a ·one of the conference rooms. ~sychological heJp_i dustry five years ago, Tamb~e~lo New ~entury En·ergies In~., This report !!as co~p1led by_ 
, matching program for employees· Employees were torn between - --~- for tlrree years was a youth ffilnlS- through 1ts New Century Energies Denver Post bnsmess wnters Don-. . 
i and retirees who want to make a their heartsick feelings toward the Health insurers offered psycho- ter at the former Columbine Catho- Foundation, made a donation to the ald.Blount,.Bob.Diddlebock,.Roger.-~•.-

. ·! donation to people connected with victims of the_tragedy,_and.their-logical-and-financial-help. licChurch,-now·St:-Frances Cabrini-Uiiited-Way"healing fund." The Fillion, Eric Hubler, Don Knox, 
, · !-the-crisis:-Tlie company, through trained reactions as crisis commu- United Healthcare has set up a on Chatfield Avenue; near the high parent of Public Service Company.. Jeffrey Leib, Dan. Meyers,· Penny 

·; :! its 'U S West Foundation, will nications experts, said Bob Threlk- ·crisis line so people affected by the school. . of Colorado al$1) encouraged em~ Parker, Steve Raabe and .Robert·· 
' j match up to.$150,000 in donations eld, a crisis communica!ions ex-. shooting ciill speak with a Master's He rushed to the churcli Tuesday ployees to make their own contri- Schwab. · · - ·"""; 
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_;··. .- :· "Give light imd the people will find their own way'' 

EDitoRIALs 

.We .. rem.ernberthetn 
-w· e_pause·t6day to pay tribute to those canboy,'!saidhisfather. 

_ . slain at Columbine High SchooL -:. . . . .... 
. - · - . . . . . - Kelly Fleming, ,16, had moved to Coi'. : );".) 

. Da~id Sanders died' a hero -·a term - 'ora do from Arizomi in 1997. She foundher ; '\\'( 
that's often overused these·days Imfthat-in ·: .. expression in. art: writing both poet_ry: ancl. :•:~(S·; ··-. 

. Sanders' case· is ·resoundingly-true: ;:~ . , . ' short stories; and had been-working on'her ):;i!''!'> 

.. ·As two gunmen approached ihe·cafeteria:· _'autobiography on her hoine_ computer. She·/!:<:::,<:,-, 
_.:last TUesday, the Columbine teacher. arid: . wanted to travel,was _learning tq drive, fJ,f\d ;;';·::•j. : 
· :coach· rushed inside· to•warn hundreds of· .looked forward to owmng her.own car.: · 

students of the impending danger; arid ~as. ' : ' . . . ' . . : . . : . ·,. . : . . . ' 
:soon shot while shepherding some of them··. -Matthew Kechter, 16, was an: A-stu: / 
. outofharin's way.· . . . . · _ ·.: , :· dent·and a foo_tba!I plil'yer. The soph?more ,(! ,_,". · 

-·Witnesses said Sanders ·:could h·ave' .. set highgoals-for himself, fnends sa1d, and 1;: 
escaped more than .once,. but chose to always had a. positive attitude. ':'Just a :,/:'t'f:-' _· 

··reniain in.the danger zone so long-as others· -rea!Iy sweet' guy, kind 6f ·shy," _said one ':f: •:·.;;· 
. still required warning or ·assistance: Wound- . classmate.·. . . ,,.. ::. __ · 
. ed badly, he' sought refuge in a science room, - . . , 

~~~:d st~~~~~\~~~T~=~ _to: stop his_-bleed'_ · y~~n~0::1n~~~~~~r w~:~s dfu:~:;g~~~~~~J M.:·r:'[f; ·. 
."Tell my girls _I love them," he asked the a first-rate student as welL The 15-year-old ·\):.::•;;-;,_; · 

students Wh!'!n he realized he might 110.f sur-. Sophomore was ail affectionate SOn who ran !{'i))::· 
vive: .:·: .. ·.- .· ' cros's-country.andwasa:memberofthe.,,.·:::-

. _Such a message .w.ould ·hardly be neces- ·debate team. When a neighbor' had a hear( ' · -
· sary. ·His daughters two will surely remem- attack, Daniel volunteeredhis help. . · · ·· .'::·. -
ber his love,- just as the rest.ofus will recall . "He-used' to come ·and rake the'_leaves . 
.this man's utter selflessness anq bravery in because he knew I couldn't-dojt;': ,said the';:: 
a moment of fatal periL •· · . . neighbor. . ' . .._, '. : . . •• 

. . Th~ 12 stu~ent victims ofTuesday'srarn~ ' Dan Rohrbough, a 15-year:(M fresh~:' . ' 
page exemplified in so many ways the bright mail, was quiet but happy, with' a rare· sense './. -, :-

.-promise of their years. . . . .. ' . ' . of huinor, a boy _who helped his-father at-his: 
They were creative and ambitious, athlet-- ·--eleCtronics store. Tuesday.morning,:he pre-: 

ic arid devout; hard-working and public-spir- serited_ photos of himself to his 1110ther;'-.-:: 
ited. One was. a· possible. valedictorian, and later that day would die, a.witness said,· 
'another. a ·budding playwright, a. third a ·_ ~alli~g out for. his inom. · ·· :-
would,be' .pilot. ·Their ·interests :ran _-the - · · 

. gamut of youthful pursuits, froin drama and .. Rachel. Scott was. a 
:musicto.soccer and football, from the·out-' with a·love for ·drama ahd ohotci[!T;ac 
door life to the inner life of the souL .· . . · phy, who had written -

They were all; in their way, shining iights . videos -and, said _her 
in the lives· of their parents,· families and becoming· a- movie- producei·. 
friends. -. - -... · . · . old also possessed a· deep Christian ,a,,u. __ 

1
,,,,,,., •. ,_,_ 

Let us rememb!!r each of them: - · . She wimted:to travel abroad, lier famiiy said; 
· · •"to·_ share·. her· faith. arid -love' .·for.•Jesi'is' Ca~sie B'e~nali, 17, lived a~d diedin the Christ." . . . . . . 

Christian .faith that prompted her. to· volun: ·· 
teer to serve the homeless: · . ' '. . . .'ls~iah Shoels hoped to produce niu~i~ 

"Do· you believe in God?"- her• killer like. his father. Strong', athletic and •wdl,·. 
a·sked. Looking straight ·at death, Cassie . liked, the 18-year-old had surviVed operi·-·_ 
refused to deny lier faith. "Yes; I believe in · ·heart surgery as _a boy and ,was · p_oised 'to 
'God,'.' she replied, an answer that prompted graduate within weeks. But he died because. 
her execution. . , . · . . . _·he was African-An1erican. · 
.. Cassie was a member. of the youth group · · · · · 

· ·. at West Bowles Community· Church, .and ·John Tomlin had gone to Mexico la~t 
. she had hoP,ed _to go to medical schooL . . . year with his father and others from Mis-

. sions Ministries to build a house for poor 
Steven Curnow, i4, dreamed of soaring- ·people. The: 16-yeai·-old sophomore liked to· 

as a Navy· pilot. He cherished the Star Wars· go four-wheeling in his battered Chevy pi<;kc 
movies, sagas of the eternal battle between up,. and liked his' weightlifting class: _.'·'He 

.. the forces of good and evil-iri a galaxy far, far· was· a perfect son," remembered his· father. 
away, not-knowing he would fall in just such "You'd ask him to wash a car, and he'd wash 
a battle. much too close to- home.· He'd both cars." 

. played soccer since age 5, ·and worked as a . . . 
parHiine refei·ee: · L~uren -T~wn'send .was-~ ca~didate fot• 

high . school, valedictorian, captain of • the 
girls' volleyball team and a recipient of Pres- · 
ident Clinton's Award for• Education Excel-. 
lence. The 18~ye<ir-old loved nature, arid had 
worked at ari animal shelter.. . . . 

. · ·, ·Corey DePoote~ .';was the friendliest 
one," said a student who re'membered how · 

', Corey ·welcomed. him when he was a hew~ · 
_comer-at Columbine. Corey, 17, liked golf 
''1d w.orked on the Raccoon Creek Country · 

' \maintenance crew to earn. money for' . Kyle : Vel~squez,·-15, was a fre~hman 
· __ .-0, -~arid fishing trips: He'd'been_(lil the._· who:transferred. to the school a few. we~~s 
-· · -~.,.''!,team but gave it up to spend. ago. A former teache·r described him as:a · 
· ~~\~schoolwork. "An all~Ameri- ·~realiylovingkid.'!: ···. --~-- ·- :. _ •.. : __ ,·;•::;;;.· :, .. ,\, 

. . . . . " " : ... ; ~ 
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Columbin~ 
cia! decal on th~ir helmlts. 

City's pro t · ams band to plan aid 
'Being bundled together, 
our impact can be bigger,' 
Rockies' McMorris s~x_s 
By Sam Adams T 
Ntwi!Staf!WriJer 

Denver's professional sports franchises 
are joining forces to help with relief efforts 
in the aftermath of the Columbine High. 
School shootings. 

Blanket 
'JJ . 

campaign 
warms 
,·: 

hearts 
By SheRey Gonzales 
News Staff Writer 

Joni Crane of Douglas County 
was horrified by thi! shootings at 
Columbine High School. She knew · 
she had to help. 

Since moving to Colorado last 
. year, Crane has been ·active with ·· 

Project Linus, 'an Elbert County­
based nonprofit organization that 
provides homemade blankets· to 
seriously ill or tpumatized chil­
dren arourid the world. 

"I thought of how· much these · 
blankets mean to all the kids who 
·have received them and thought 
they could bring the students· at 
Columbine comfort, too," she said. 

So last Thesday, just hours after 
the rampage, she and Project Li­
nus founder Karen Loucks-Baker 
packed up.25 quilts and headed to 
the Columbine-area Mormon 
Church, where a prayer meeting 
was being conducted .. 

"They were pretty. si/eptical," 
Crane said. · 

The pair also .brought . sonie 
blankets to ·Light of the World 
Catholic.Church, where they were 

ith the same skepticism. 
But. Columbine stude 

natched them up in droves. . . 
Within a few days, 300 blankets 

w re distributed with pleas· for 
more. 

:To answer the call, Project Li­
nus plans a community quilting 
bee 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. today and 
tomorrow. 

Volunteers are needed to make 
blankets. No experience is need­
ed .. The group also· is asking for 
donations of materials, .all tax-de­
ductible. 

:The students' reaction to the 
blankets doesn't surprise Loucks-. 
Baker. 

i'.~People need support in one 
way or ·another. Some . do it 
thfough songs, prayer or art. -Elan'. 
kets 'just happen to be our way.to·. 
help,"she said. · 

':'· 

On Friday, representatives from the 
Denver Broncos, Denver Nuggets, Col­
orado Avalanche and Colorado Rockies met 
to discuss ways of making a substantial 
financial contribution to the cause. · · 

Whatever financial contributions the 
teams make. are likely to be matched by 

side groups like the McCormick Tri-
bune Foundation, team officials said. . 

"It was very spontaneous," Rockies 
owner 1 erry McMorris said Monday. 
"We're reaching out to see what we ean do. 
We feel being bundled together, our impact 

·.-). 

can be bigger. 
· "I feel as things settle down it will be­
come more obvious as to the things we can 
do." · 

The Avalanche and Rockies have been 
·wearing patches with the letters CHS in 
support of Columbine High; while the Nug­
gets are wearinga black patch. 

The Broncos have contacted the NFL 
offices to see what they"can wear during 
the season to honor the Columbine vic-
tims. · . 

Most likelY. the Broncos will wear a spe-

"We, as an organiZation, No. 1 feel 
affected by. it," Broncos' owner Pat Bowlen 
said. "So how do we do something that will 
have the greatest positive impact? That's 

. what we're talking about. ' . 
. "We have to know a few more details 
atid what all of us feel'are going to make 
the most positive impaCt on what is basi­
cally a disastrous situation. This is a com­
munity issue, and the 1Broncos are a big 
part of the community because of their vis­
ibility." . .. I . . . . 

Guilt feelings 
I . are common 

• . . • I 

!~~-~~0~·,0~~-· -
News Staff Writer . 1· . 

· · Jean McAllister has looked into the eyes of 
. the innocent and found overwhelming guilt 
. "It's .very common in· a\traurria situation to 

· find that victims feel guilty about not being 
able to stop what happened; they feel that 
they should have done something to prevent 
it, or helped save somem1e," said McAllister, 
who has been providing\ crisis-intervention 
counseling in the wake of the Columbine High 
School tragedy. I 
· Unshakable feelings of guilt are attached to 
virtually all of the 75-plus people McAllister 
has ministered to, either in groups or individ­
ually, ages 13 to 70. Some of the people she 
has spoken with were inl the school at the 
time of the carnage; otherS could only wait in 
speechless terror to learn the fate of loved 
ones. Each has been brandl:d. · 

"It runs from people who 'weren't in the 
building at the time and \feel guilty for not 
being there, all the way to people who. did 
incredibly heroic acts to help save· others but 
stiil feel guilty ·~cause :they believe they 

· should have done more," s3idMcAllister, who 
has counseled victims of trauma and violence 
for the past eight years 'and has 18 years' 
experience in victims therapy. 

Additionally, "People feel guilty for feeling 
glad that their loved ones are alive when oth-

' .ers are dead," she said. j'lt's important for 
people to know that it's 0K to feel grateful 
that you or someone you love survived; it · 
doesn't diminish your level of care or concern 
for those who were killed or hurt." ' 

But as the shock waves 'of grief and trauma 
continue to roll' over a horrified community, 
there are other immediate effects of the 
destruction, said McAllister, noting that "ev-
eryone is feeling so massi~ely vulnerable." . 

Because of "strict confidentiality" she re­
fused to talk about any specific experiences of 
those she has counseled. She was willing to 
talk about some of the short-term- and pos­
sibly long-term.:._ effects o'n the victims. 

Chief aniong: them is I an overpowering 
sense of "anger and rage. jfhere was no way 
to misinterpret what happened: What those 
boys (Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold) did was 
horrific." · · . I · 
· · A common thread in the, stories McAllister 
has heard is that no one is trying to blanie ·· 
anyone other than the killers. . 

"Many. people are consciously aware that 
· no one could have really known this kind of 

horror would happen." I 
She attributes this reluctance to point fin. 

gers to "a sign of the community's health; the 
people I've spoken with feel the trust and 
faith of others in th~ir community." . ' " ' 
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