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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS TO STUDENTS OF COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL
DAKOTA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
- JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO
S g May 20, 1999

Acknowledgments: the First Lady; Jon DeStefano, Jefferson County School Board Pres.,
Dr. Jane Hammond, Superintendent; Frank DeAngelis, Principal of Columbine H.S.; Heather
Dinkle, Student Body Pres., Columbine H.S.; student council reps. from Chatfield H.S. &
(/ Dakota Ridge H.S.; emergency workers all the students & faculty of Columbine; the families of
' those killed and injured. : : :

"I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families
V we met with earlier today at the nght of the World Catholic Church :

This has been a long, dlfﬁcult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You
have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You’ve lost friends, and family, and a certain kind
" ofinnocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what
M/ou’re left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy
answers, but ultimately, we don’t really understand much beyond how badly we feel. It makes
me think of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all about it.
Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further
along we’ll understand why.” '

You’ve heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there’s little I can add to the
M?U many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I'have
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much I care about you, and how much -
America cares, and how very much we have to learn from all of you. This kind of incident i is like
. aflash of lightning: it can blind us, but it can also illuminate. What we have seen is a
i(' M’W’)"“J community that looks, for so many of us, like our own. We have seen a community that is' -
sound, and strong; a communlty that, as you have made clear in recent weeks, is on the road to

o ‘)W T€COVEry.

) | 6 I think what has impressed us the most is that you have never, ever lost faith. Tam

E } fat, moved by the power of your faith and by the profound lesson you have taught every one of us:

' that even when the worst happens,.we can reach within and'summon what is best. That i is what
%M the students of Columbine have shown the world, and I am so very proud of you.

m Your inner strength is somethmg a11 Americans can draw upon, and something we ean all
see, in the signs of hope and health and healing all around you in this community. That doesn’t
happen on its own, one month after a tragedy like this. It happens because you make it happen.
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You’ve returned to school; returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls’ Soccer team I’'m hearing. .
~ so much about; and you’re looking ahead, toward commencement and even beyond. These are
. ordinary things, the stuff of life; but when they require the sort of courage and compassion that
you have shown every day, then they are truly extraordinary.

It is not too soon, I think, for us all to draw some lessons from your experience, or to be
enriched by your example. By coming together as you have in recent weeks, you have shown us
that no divisions are so wide that they cannot be bridged. By reaching out, you have shown how

-much we have in common with people we might have thought were so different. And by
reaffirming your faith, by elevating a culture of values above the culture of violence, you have
shown above all that the best way to transcend tragedy, the best way to honor the lives we have
lost, is to move ahead and build a better future. - '

That is what we have $een here in Colorado. 'mmdwﬂmﬁbboﬁhave seen

- everywhere are a telling symbol that everyone is pitching in, providing for the wounded, creating
scholarships investing in your future.

Wik Cuenstien, 'ed —~— s T epiente,
d that is what we have seen across Amerlca wher the lessons of Columbine are being 6¢ yupsqg
m heard and heeded: in Hernando County, Florida, where'a seventh- -grader has started a group A,
AT e called Students Against Violence Everywhere. .. In Leonia, New Jersey, where the community ke el wap
W Yy has come together to create a new, more nurturing environment for its children. . . In Westfield, G
o MOk

ﬂ(p,wﬁﬁ Indiana, where students are signing pledges, committing themselves to non-violence. Across our
o -

country, the message of the American people have heard your voices, and our response is clear: y L.

WeN W e say, Columbine, you have touched our hearts ‘you have shaken us from slumber, you have
e M A& stirred us to action. :

Many of you are familiar with the words of St. Francis of Assisi: “Lord, make me an
instrument of Thy Peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; Where there is despair, hope;
where there is sadness, joy; where there is darkness, light.” There has been too much darkness in

. Jefferson County, and in too many other communities. But today, there are signs of light; so I
ask all of you to keep illuminating our way along this difficult road, and to Keep standing for
peace, and love, and hope, and joy. That is the best thing you can do for your school, for.your
community, and for your country.

. Thank you and God bless you.
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T want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson
County, to, talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families
we met with earlier today at theYEght of the World Catholé)Church ‘ P W

T This has been a long, dlfﬁcult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You /
‘have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. Losses of friends and of family, and of a certain MoAr 14 [
L Wﬁe kind of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly‘ﬁg/ M&' ,
-QAM through it all, you have never lost faith. I can see that today. Looking out at all of you, at more Wof Musk 0,
m than two thousand W faces, I can feel the power of your faith, and the promise of your_EW\
future; and I am moved by the profound lesson you have taught us all: that even when the worst

happens to us, we can reach w1th1n and draw upon what is best in us. That is what the students ‘ h
wxe AAA ¢
sy f of Columbme have done, and I am so very proud of you. ' - Ay~
WA Onlya month has passed, but the signgof hope and health and healing are all around us) T“Q"\ A,

/g . That’s not something that just happens on its own. You’re making it happen, by returning to
. school; returning to sports, like the remarkable Girls’ Soccer team I’m hearing 'so much about; b 0 it o

20, looking ahead, toward commencement, and even beyond. This is the normal stuff of life; but ANy
wind they are hardly normal, th{eclrcumstances you’ve had to endure: And so it is one of those t1me M'hfm
< Nei when uncommon courage and compassion are required. You've shown plénty of both. W\@“ 400
tan Wam.  Concmine civlen— Ve wusg direck Gotin
« \oA — I want all America to know what ColumblLs domg -- the ways you’re coming together
wme the ways you’re reaching out, finding things in common with people you might have thought ("’P" l“‘p
Wy were so very different; and the ways you’ve resolyed to become better sons, daughters Mt tm

W classmates and friends as a result of what you’ve endured together.
’m" And I want all America to know what Cdlorado is doing. I’ve been so impressed by the
¢ ways your neighbors are responding. It seems af 1f everyone‘,&_om the United Way to the
W Broncos, and from Safeway to Foley’s, is pitchihg in, or e wounded, creating
scholarships, investing in your future. - The blud-and-silver ribbons so many people are wearing

symbolize not only the spirit of Columbine, bu a new sp1r1t of sohdantyw"/e:‘ ",“;“ "lz ‘“w iy Ngrons
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This has been a long, difficult month fﬁem forall

of you and for all Amerlca M—Wﬁﬁff&edﬁﬂmef

; M“’\ WM}M
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prayers thatHhopehavereachedrou from around the

' World

KA | o | Wuuk\m@ cm,&
teJenow—how—mueh Amerlca cares-abm m

- w We have learned from all of you ThlS k1nd of

1n01dent 1S llke a flash of llghtmng it can bhnd us, but it
can also illuminate. When we look at J efferson County,

| many of us see a community tha_t looks like our own; and
we know that f=aets=e$ewil can happen here, they can
happen elsewhcre. But we also see a corrimunity that 1s

“fundamentally sound and strong. I think most Americans.
would hope that if they had tQ.face the terrible trials you

“have faced, they Would.respo'nd' with the same

- compassion and courage. _.
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. you are rising up, walking in the

sunshine, moving forward. You've returnedtoSChool.y |
You’ve returned to Sports,' like the remarkable Glrle ‘-.
, -Soccer Ateam Pve heard »‘s“o much about. Even though you
d1dn 't win the champlonehlp, the 1mportant th1ng is that

you were out t there play1ng kAll of you in your own

ways are look1ng toward the future whﬁheis-rt S

a commencement anﬂ college er,-&ght—new a summer, |

o A bednko . -
]ob ,\’lzgg%mmrd‘hke ordinary things, the stuff of

1A O
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m take an effort that is truly extraordlnary &eﬂ ,
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~Egisk What has impressed me the most these past

" weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. Hsmssa

goodness and grace of a loving God. The restofuscan
R 830 5 Gl A5 fu Bawubtud S o) o) Ly Ko
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens 3{1& |

NI e s
RN T e T T sl ,w:m ua W*U&M‘»&M‘
ol R B Rkl o LT FQVY X TTTRG er -
sustains you. It isa powerful thing, and.a powertul thin

ECTEN TE RSP HTE UL RS TRURE S LITE P TN T
O s o

R —
to behold. S ~ "R

. A ‘ v Sg | | |
o = Laasdrusadb AR .
TR & YRt e SCRANSTRAS

i oo 6 sl bt ©

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
' 5-28-11 .




M&WWM“M \)&Y\L&N&)WWW
- livesyi | ave learne

s -ﬁmw&nm&w‘mmww M&QM,"

- createa‘better“future A future where hatred and d1strust

’no longer d1st0rt the 1nd or ee-mtpt the w Afuture o

- where what we have 11 comm_on is more 1mp0rtant than .
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Im&) to replace -the.culture of v1olence w1th a culture of
| values mettnmuet:do to keep guns out of the wrong
hands; and-mere=we-must tox ensure that e&my
g damon *

vulnerable child & identified early, and gety the help they

need. THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
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Two days from now is Columbine’s commencement.
I know it wiil be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped |

it would be when ybu first walkéd through those doors as

freshmen.

\)@W%&xmw ol of B SeRees
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, REMARKS BY. THE PRESIDENT B e
; AND THE FIRST LADY S
. T0’ THE COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Dakota Rldqe quh School
thtleton, Coloradolf

4:37. P,M. MDT

_ . MRS " CLINTON: Thank vou. Thank you, Heather. Thank
you, Dr. Hammond. Thank you, Mr. DeAngelis.. 'And most of all,
thank v0u the students of Columblne o ’ N

You know when we: walked in, I saw the .cheer that was

going. from one side.to the- other s1de, and the chant, "We - -are
Columbine'" that went back and forth and the enthusiasm and- the-

enerqgy that was behind "that cheer But to me, it was more- than
that. It was a real statement about who- you are and, 1ndeed who
we all are. Because in. a very real way, what happened ‘here”’ at
columbine has -so deeply affected the rest of our count*y that we
are all Columblne - ﬂ' . k .

. We have suffered: and wept and praved and hoped and,
ves, cheered, as lives have been mourned, as those who are
~injured have healed, as parents and citizens have come together
to ask, "where do we go from here°" --and as all of you who are
the students of Columblne have shown us over this last month,.
. your. couraqe and your qrace your klndness and your love

We have just spent ‘time w1th the famllles of those who
1ost ‘'someone ‘they-loved. It's not the f1rst time ‘that my husband
and I have done that. We've llstened to and looked 1nto the eyes
and held the’hands and felt the hugs of men and women and -
children who have suffered the evil. and the tragedy that
intervenes unexpectedly --"a bomblnq of an embassy, a shooting -
down of a plane or an acc1dent that lost lives. -And. we ve always
been moved bv and felt deeoly the pain that others were
qufferlng =

}Andvno;tragedy is ever;like‘any other-traqedy} because'



.- every person is -unique, and everyone who is lost was . a qlft of
"God that should have ‘been cherished . and who“has to -be remembered .
But what happened here at Columbine a month ago has had an 1mpact
unlike any that I have ever seenor felt. It has pierced the ’
heart of America. ~And what we are all looking for and what I
always hope we can find from a tragedy like this, is how we move
- forward together, to do what we can to help:prevent this ever
“,happeninq;aqain e R R

Now of course, even today, yet another,school was.
terrorized’ by -a shooting. Thankfully, no one was killed -- but
it should never have happened : E o

So as we meet here, as we- 1mag1ne, ‘as hard as it must

" be, what thlS past month must has been for you -- the losses, the
questions, the glare of the world's spotlight -- I think we all
know that there are no words that are adequate to your

"experlence But I hope you know that the way you've conducted

- yourseélves, and your story’ and the stories of. those killed: and
- injured have been an- 1nsp1ratlon and a motlvatlon for manvy people‘
’whom yvou'll never meet. ‘ : :

S . * We're 1nsp1red by the'strength of the students and the
‘teachers; by vour determination to return to schoolbto finish out
 your year with vour  friends and your classmates. We're inspired
'bv vour lefusal to let v1olencegand hatred w1n R R

L wWe! re 1nsp1red bv the'couraqe of the famllles who'have'

'Wfaced a moment that ‘every .parent prays will never happen We're "

inspired by the words we heard today, as: well ‘as what we'! veAheardﬂ
in-the past month as to how so many of you are looking for
'.opportunltles to reach out to make sure that here in this’

- .community and as far as the ripples can go, the messaqes ‘that you

'reel vou want to communlcate to each other w1ll be heard

We heard those messaqes today,.llstenlnq ‘to parents,
brothers and sisters, grandparents,-a wife, children. And the
message had many different sounds to it, coming from . different’
voices. But what struck me was how clearly those who have been
" most wounded want to turn this into 'something positive for -
others. That is. what ‘we have seen from the Columblne communltv

: And it has 1nsp1red reactlons llterally around. the
"world. ' One- family told us of rece1v1ng a letter from France,
written completely 1n French --.they couldn't read it, but they
knew what it said. "I know of the young bovs .and girls- around the
countrv who have been writing letters and drawing pictures to
share their feellnqs . And I know here, in Jefferson County, the
.services that have been offered -and the way people have been
trylnq to knlt toaether more help :

Manv of you w1ll be craduatlng -— and,I conqratulate

'MORE




you. . It wasn't so long ago that our daughter .graduated, and-I
- remember the conversations around our kitchen table and listening’
to ‘her friends as they were planning their summer: plans, or
“th1nk1nq about college or going to work - And T know you're’
-th1nk1nq about all of that as well. ' - -

But perhaps more than. others, you mav also be th1nk1nq-
about what ‘kind of communltv, and country, you want to raise your
own -children in‘:someday -- and how we will take what happened in
- Columbine, and not only never forget it, but use it to make more
 -opportunities for others to live the k1nd of llves we would have

‘“fwlshed for those: who .were lost

Imaglne what our. country could’accomplish if everyone

acted as vour, pr1nc1pal described you, as: a family -- members of.
“the human: famlly, as well as the Columbine family;. the American
-famlly -- members of a communlty and a nation-‘that was really

commltted to maklng sure that we helped each other, we cared
"~ about each other, we reached out to one: another ' -

Imaglne, as we heard from your pr1nc1pal what it would
mean if more parents, in this community .and  around our country,
thought. about what more. they could do to spend time with their
© OowWn chlldren “to llsten to your concerns your dreams., .your
' fears; your asolratlons S T PR L

And imagine what could happen 1f more younq people
talked more openlv with one another, .as well as. with thelr
parents and other adults, looklnq for ways to heal the wounds -
that all of.us carry. 1ust from life's evervday experiences. And
imagine if every adult in America began looking at his or her
versonal life, profe531onal life and public life with ‘the view,
gtoward maklng sure that whatever we do is qood for chlldren

, There is no more flttlnq monument or trlbute to those
who died than to promlse ourselves that we will do everything we
can to prevent it from happening anywhere else o but more than
just preventlnq somethlng bad -from: happenlnq, that we will commlt
.ourselves to try to make positive dlfferences in the llves of ‘
those around us '

We cannot. roll back the clock and undo the traqlc
jevents of a month ago. . But we can fight the bltterness and
'vhooelessness that weaken our resolve to remain part of one
community. - We can reach out, where children are-taught to care
‘and not .to hate We can oFfer a kind word to people. We" can_tryf
toibridge‘the7differences that too often come between us. And we

can look for ways at ‘all levels, of society to make the  changes we .

MORE .




know we have to.make

hope that we‘ll be able to reach-a better
”understandlnq of what'we need to do to care for our young people
-And I hope that if we all feel that we are Columblne, as the
cheer goes, we won't give. up untll we - do make 1t better for
~ everyone. - .

I want to 1ntroduce now someone I know is resolved to
- do what he can, who has spoken -out cons1stently on behalf of the’
. heeds. of young people ‘and families,. who has tried to speak out-
‘against hatred and talk about how we need to reach out and help
each -other. And as I do, I want:to 1ust leave you with the words
of a ‘poet who means a lot to my husband and me' -- the Nobel Prlze‘
w1nner Seamus Heaney -

In ohe of our favorlte poems, coming out of the
terrible Troubles that he's written about and experienced in
Northern Ireland, where’ bombs ‘and guns have been ‘too much’ the -
experience of children, he writes: "So hope- for a greater sea»f,
change on the far side of revenge. Believe that a further shore
is reachable from here Believe in miracle and cures and healing
well B T I o Co

I belleve in m1racles and cures and heallnq well T
‘belisve that each of us has the responsibility to"do what. we can .
to reach that farther shore. And-I introduce now someone who
- believes that with all of his heart ~-- the President of the
‘United States. g(Applause.) q S S o

- THE PRESIDENT - Thank you very much: . Do that cheer for
‘me one more t1me : S ' c o

STUDENTS v We ‘are Columblne' We are Columblne' we are
"Columbine! We are Columblne' (Applause | S

THE-PRESIDENT:» Thank you

_ ‘ D0ctor Hammond Mr. DeAngells, Pres1dent Destefano and
~the state legislators, county commlss1oners, Attorney General

Salazar; especially Governor Owens thank: you for being here. To .~

all the off1c1als who are here; most- especially .to the students
of Columbine- and the students" who are here from" Chatfield and
Dakota Ridae. And Heather Dinkel, thank vou for standing up here
in front of this big crowd and maklnq a fine talk ‘Weréen't you.
proud of her? She did a good ]ob representlng you today '
(Cheers and applause ) i

“MORE




- _ T want to say a spec1al word of thanks to the fam111es
who ‘met with Hillary and me before we came over here for telling
us the stories.and showing us the booklets commemorating the
‘lives of their very special children. I also want to thank the
fine young:people who still are hosp1ta112ed with whom I spoke by
telephone vesterday -- two-of them, Patrick Ireland and Sean
Graves, are here today They 1eft the hospltal to be: here
~(Applause ) ‘ . . .

I know there are some other people here who are also
,stlll 1njured who have come. I thank all of you for’ comlnq
‘This has been ‘a long, hard month for “all. of you, and as Hlllary
said, 1t's been a hard month for- Amerlca : .

You heard her say that part of our jOb in these last
51x years, more. than we ever. could have 1maq1ned when we moved to

- Washington after .the election in 1992, has been: to be with

" grieving people -- after 'the Oklahoma City bulldlng was blown up, -
and the embassies were blown up, and .our airmen were killed in
the bombing in Saudi Arabla, and so many other occasions: - several
times after v1olence in schools. But somethlnq profound has

. happened to your country because of this. I want you all to
'understand that I m not even sure ‘I ¢an ekplaln 1t to you.

One of the 1nc1denta of school kllllnq last year .
occurred in my home state. It's a small state. - I was’ qovernor
‘there 12 years. I knew the people involved; .it was -
heartbreaking. One of the mothers .of one of the ‘children who was
. killed still works with us for safer schools -and safer
“childhoods. And all America grieved. But I ‘think they. thouqht
oh, this is terrible, I. wish somebody would do somethlnq about .
this. : , . :

But somehow when' this happened here - maybe because

'of ‘the scope of it, and I think mostly because of you -- how you
‘reacted, all of you,. the rellef workers, the law enforcement '

. people, the famlly members who were brave enough to speak --
there was a different. reactlon . People thought, this has-

happened in my nelghborhood what can I do?. - ’

I say that because you have a unlque chance -- a chance
-- to make sure that the chlldren of COlumblne are never '
-forgotten - (Applause ) :

- : . I

‘But, flrst you have to deal w1th you and your lives.

‘You're all 1eft with searing memories and scars . and unanswered
-questions. There has to be healing, there have to be answers.

. and for those thlnqs that w1ll not. heal or cannot be answered
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you have to learn to go on with'your lives
o I hope you have been comforted by the carlng not onlv ,
.of your nelghbor but of your. country and people. from all around
the world.  All Amerlca has looked and listened with shared grief
and enormous- affection and admiration for ‘you. We have been
learnlng along with: you, a lot about ourselves and our
respon51b111t1es as parents and c1t12ens

B When Amerlca looks at Jefferson County,vmany_of'us'seeﬂ
a community not very dlfferent from our own. We know. if this can
‘happen here, it can happen anywhere And we see with admiration .
the fundamentally strong values and character of the people here,
from the students to the. school off1c1a1s to. the communlty )
leaders, to the parents - : o
I th1nk most Amerlcans have looked at you. and thought
‘that, amonq other things,. that, God forbid, if somethlng like
this should ever happen to us,. I hope we would behave .as well I
hope we would also hold on “to our- falth as. well e

o "I am 1mpressed that you are mov1ng forward Most of .
“the children have returned to school, even returned to sports and
.0ther activities. I am proud of all of you who are, 'in your own
way, going back to living your lives, looking toward the future,
to commencement or ' college, or a summer job,-.or. just getting back
“to the ordindry business of life, which takes an extraordlnary
effort now.: But I have to. say, I th1nk what's 1mpressed me most-
is the way, in the mldst of tnls you have held on to your falth

) One of the greatest moments of gr1ef in my llfe
occurred 15 years ago, .when Hillary and I  had to go to the
memorial service for a young man who was'a senior at vale
University -- a-Rhodes Scholar’ -on the football. team, the ‘editor.
of the newspaper, the. leader of his class academically. Thls_'
young man happened to come from an African:American family in our
hometown, and a poor family at that. His father was a minister
“in a very 'small church : And we had the serv1ce 'in the high
school audltorlum N S -

S His father was lame and he walked w1th a pronounced
"limp. "And he gave . h1s .son's eulogy, . walking down in front of us
with hlS limp, saylng, his mother and I do not understand this.
But we belleve in a’God too. klnd ever .to be cruel too wise ever
~to do wrong, so we know we w1ll come to understand it by and by

In the Scrlptures St Paul says that all of us in thlS.‘
'llfe see through a glass darkly ‘_So we. must walk by faith, not"
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by sight. We cannot lean on our'own'Wisdom : None'of‘this:canAbe
fully, satisfactorily explalned to any of you.  But you cannot
lose your faith. . . ‘ ' '

The only other thlng I really want to say to you is
that throuchout all your grief and mourning, and even . in your
.cheers and your renewal and your. determination to get on w1th
your life and get this 'school back together and show people what .
! you are, there is something. else you -can do, and somethlnq I
believe that you should do -- for yourselves and your friends, to
make sure they will be remembered - Every spec1alvone of them.

, Your tragedy, though . it'is”unique in its magnitude, is, -
as you know so well not an isolated event. Hillary mentioned
“there was another school shootlnq in Atlanta today. Thankfully,
the injuries to the students don't seem to be llfe threatenlng
”But there were several last year whlch dld clalm llves

We know somehow that what happened to you has plerced
the soul of America. And it q1ves yYou a chance to be heard ‘in a'
way no one else can be heard -- by ‘the. Pres1dent ‘and. by~ ord1nary'
people in every community in this country ‘You can help us to
build a better future for all our_chrldren a future where hatred .
and distrust no lonqer’distort ‘the ‘mind or harden the- -heart. A
future where what we have in common is: far more. important than
what divides us. A future where parents and children are more
fully involved in each other's" lives; in which. theéy share hopes
- and dreams, love and respect, a strong sense of right and wrong.
A future where students respect each other: even if they all
belong to different groups, or come from dlfferent faiths, or
races, or backgrounds. ‘A future where schools and houses of
worship, and communities, are literally connected to all our
children. A future where- soc1ety quards our children better
against violent 1nfluences and weapons that can break the dam of
'decency and humanity 1n the most vulnerable of chlldren

One thlng I would like’ to share w1th you that I
\personally belleve very much: these dark forces that take over
people and make them murder, are the extreme manlfestatlon of fear
~and rage with which every human- belng ‘has" to do combat The‘ ,
.older vou. get, the more you' 11 know that .a- qreat deal of  life is
the strqule against every. person s owni' smallness and fear and
anger -- and . a contlnulnq effort not to blame ‘other people fox
our own shortcomlnqs or our fears aw :

“We cannot do what ‘we- need to do 1n Amerlca unless every .
person is commltted to. d01nq something better and dlfferent ‘in
every walk of_llfe, beqlnnlnq w1th parents and students and going

l“ MORE




all the ‘way. to' the‘Whlte House For the struqqle to be human 1s
something that must bé a dally source 0f joy to you,»so you can’
get rid:-of vyour -fears and let go of your rage, and mlnlmlze the
chance that somethlng llke thls w1ll happen againy

Because of what you have endured you can help us bulld-
that ‘kind of future, as v1rtually no one else can. -You can reach
across all the political and religious .and racial and cultural
lines that divide us. You have already touched our hearts. You

have provoked Hillary and me and the Vice -President and Mrs. Gore -

to reach out across America to launch a natlonal grass roots
campaign against- v1olence d1rected aqalnst young people You can
be a part of that v . S

You ‘can give- us a cultvre of values 1nstead of a
culture ‘of violence. VYou can help us to keep guns out of the
wrong hands. You can help us to make sure kids who are in
trouble -- and there w1ll always be some -- are 1dent1f1ed early -
and reached and helped. You can help us do thlS

TwWO days from now, vou re going to have your

.,commencement It will be bittersweet. It will certainly be x
.dlfferent for those of you -who. are qraduatlnq than you thought it

was going to be when- you were freshmen But, .as I. understand it,
‘there will be- some compensatlons. Even your ‘arch-rivals at
Chatfleld w1ll be cheerlnq you.on. . When you hear those people
cheer. for vyou, I want you to hear the voice of Amerlca, because
America - w1ll be cheering you on. And remember that a ‘
commencement is not an end it 1s a beglnnlng '

. You've: qot to help us here. Take care of 'vourselves
‘and your famllles first.  Take care of the 'school next. But
remember,. - you can help America heal, and in so d01ng you will
speed the process of heallng for yourselves 4

: ° This 1s a very qreat country - It is embodled 1n thls
'very great commun1ty,~1n this. very qreat school, with these
‘wonderful teachers and children‘and parents. But the problem
which came to the awful conclu51on you faced here is a demon we.
have - to do more to flght And what I want to tell you 1is, we can
-- toqether ' : : )

I close here w1th thlS story My w1fe and I and our
dauqhter have been blessed to- khow many magnificent people
because the ‘American people gave us a chance to serve in the
Wwhite House. But I think the person who's had the biggest
‘influence ‘on me is: the man who is about to retire .as. the
Pre51dent of South Afrlca, Nelson Mandela ' ‘
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~ He-is 80 yvears old, he served 27 years in prison. For -
14 years he never had a bed to sleep on. He spent most of his
years ‘breaking rocks every:day. -And he told me once about his -
experience. And I asked him: - How did ydéu let go of your hatred?
How did you learn to. 1nf1uence»othergpeop1e?f How did you embrace
all-the differences in, ‘literally, the.centuries of oppression

;. .and dlscord in your country and let a 1ot of ‘it go away? How did

. you get .over that in prlson° D1dn't you really hate them7~

S And he sa1d I did hate. them for quite a 1onq wh11e

After all, 1ook what ‘they took from me -- 27:.years. of my_llfe I
was abused phy51cally and- emotlonally -They separated me from my
wife and it eventually destrovyed my marrlage ‘They took me away
from. my.children and I could not even see them qrow up. And I
was full of hatred and anqer N .

] ,h And he sa1d:1 One day I was breaklng rocks and I
 realized they had taken so much. ~And they could take everything

. from me except my mind and my heart. Those things I would ‘have . .

to give away - I dec1ded not - to qlve them away
I see here today that you have dec1ded not to glve your
mind and your heart away I ask you now to share 1t with-: all
© " your fellow Americans. o :
Wwe love you,'and we need you.
Thank you, and God bless: you., (Abplause.),:'

*END» . .- " 5:08 P.M. MDT




~ INSERT ON SCHOOL SHOOTING
I have just met with my foreign policy team. But
before I spéak‘about the situation in Kosovo, I want to say

a few words about school violence. As you know, in a

few mom,ent‘s I am léaving for Littleton, Colorado to meet

with the students and families of Columbine High School.

The news this morning of a school shooting, this one in

Rockdale Counfy, in suburban Atlahta, 1S deeply'troubling‘ |

to me an‘d‘.‘to .alhl Americans. _We. thank God that the |

- injiu_ries ‘tqréhe ,sfudents do not appear to be life-

- threatening. | This incident _shlould underscore' how
important it is that all Americans come together in the
face of t'hese‘le_vent's to protect our youhg pe»ople from

violence.
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning ladies and gentlemen. I
have just met with my foreign policy team, but before I speak on
the situation in Kosovo, I want to say a few words about school
violence. As all of you know, in a few moments I am leaving for
Littleton, Colorado where Hillary and I will meet with students
and families from Columbine High School.

The news this morning of another school shooting, this
one in Rockdale County in suburban Atlanta, is deeply troubling
to me, as it is to all Americans.

We thank God that the injuries to the students do not
seem to be life threatening. This incident, again, should
underscore how profoundly important it is that all Americans come
together in the face of these events to protect all of our
children from violence.

There is debate going on in the Senate today relavant
to that, and we must press ahead aggressively with the national
campaign that we met about here a week ago Monday. We have got
to do this.

The national security team has just briefed me on what
has been accomplished to date in Kosovo by the air campaign, on
the progress of our diplomacy with our allies in Russia, on the




humanitarian situation on the ground. I want to speak about some

of the recent developments, but first I want to say a word about
J L .

one person who has been critical to our efforts in Kosovo, and

indeed, to our entire national security program. I am pleased to

announce that I have nominated General Hugh Shelton to a second

term as Chairman of the Joint Cheifs of Staff. ‘

Over the last two years he has provided extraordinary
leadership, unwavering dedication to our men and women in
uniform, unstinting efforts on behalf of military readiness and
modernization. Our nation is fortunate that this critical post
will continue to be filled by someone of his experience, ability
and character. '

Now he also has, as all of you have noticed, great
stature. We were joking in there a few moments ago, in a
situation that is not really funny, that we had a vote about
whether I should renominate General Shelton; and Secretary Cohen,
Secretary Albright, Mr. Berger and I voted for it and he voted
against it. But we overruled him and he's going to serve another
term.

Let me say that our effort in Kosovo was strengthened
by the vote in the House of Representatives to approve the
supplemental funding we requested last month. It is absolutely
imperative that the Senate follow suit without delay. The
measure will allow us to keep bringing aid to the refugees until
they go home,” to help the neighboring countries feeling the brunt
of the crisis. Most important, it will give our military what it
needs to see its mission through while maintaining the readiness
of our forces around the world.

As all of you know, there are some things in the bill
that I did not support, but it is terribly important that this
aid be released as soon as possible to those other countries and
to the refugees, and that we get the support for the military. I
will sign the bill as soon as it gets here, and it is important
that it be passed without delay.

Now, let me again say what we are doing. The refugees
must go home with security and self government. The Serbian
forces must leave Kosovo. An international security force with
‘NATO at its core must deploy to protect people of every ethnicity
and faith in Kosovo. On this, our country is speaking with a
single voice, as we see by the strong bipartisan support for the
measure. '

From the beginning we have said that we believe that a
peaceful resolution that meets these conditions would serve our
interests, and we will continue to pursue one with our allies and
with Russia. We will also continue our military campaign until
the conditions are met. I believe the campaign is working. Each
day we hear reports of desertions in the Serbian Army, dissension
in Belgrade, unrest in Serbian communities. President Milosevic




should know that he cannot change the fundamental terms that we
have outlined, because they are simply what is required for the
Kosovars to go home and live in peace.

The question is not whether ethnic cleansing will be

" reversed, but how much of the military will be destroyed because
of his intransigence along the way? How much damage will be done
to Serbia because of his delays? NATO is united in our
determination to persist as long as it takes to achieve these
goals.

Let me just make one other point about Kosovo. In the
last few days we have seen more disturbing evidence of the
atrocities committed against innocent Kosovars, including some of
the first photographic proof of massacres of unarmed people. In
trying to divert attention from these crimes Serbian forces are
only committing more by placing civilians around military
targets. 1It's like pushing someone in front of an on-coming
train, and then trying to blame the train for running them over.
We will not allow this cruel tactic to deceive or divert us from
our goal. We need to stay focused and patient in pursuit of our
simple objective, to defend the right of a people to exist on
their land without being subject to mass expulsion and mass
murder.

With continued support from Congress and the American
people that is exactly what we intend to do. Thank you very
much.

-END-

10:55 A.M. EDT
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This has been a long, difﬁcult month fér them, for
you and for all America. Today, as you know, we got
word of another shooting, this one in suburban Atlanta.
We thank God that the injuries to the students d(j nbt |
appear to be 1if¢-threatening. If anyoné knows thg péin |
that their com-munity‘will endure in the wake of this‘

terrible act, it 1s all of you.
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I want to thank everyon.ev here for inviting Hillafy and
me to join you here in Jefferson County, to talk and to
listen and to spend time with you. I pafticularly want to
thank the families we met with earlief today at the Light

~ of the World Catholic Church.




This has been a long, difficult ;nonth for them, for
you and for all America. Today, as you know, we got
word of another shooting, this one in suburban_Atlanta.
We thank God that the mjuries to the students do not
appear to be life-threatening. If anyone knows the pain
that their community will endure in the wake of this
terrible act, it 1s all of you.

Ydu have suffered losses of the most terrible kind.

You’ve lost friendS, and family, and a certain kind of
ihnocence that no young person should. have to part with
so soon or so suddenly. And what you’re left with is a lot
of unanswered questions. There‘ may be some truth to
some of the easy answers, but ultimately, we doﬁ’t real_ly

understand much beyond how badly we feel.

2



Lately I’ve been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in
Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all about it. |
Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, my
brdthers, and walk in the sunshine. Further along we’ll

understand why.”

You’ve heard a lot of condolences in the past month,
and there’s little I can add to the many thoughts and
prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the
world. ButI have ‘Come to Colorado because I want you
to know how much America cares about you, and how
-very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of
incident is like a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it

can also illuminate.



When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a
community that looks like our own; and we know that if
acts of evil can happen here, they can happen elsewhere.
But we also see a community that is ﬁindaméntally sound
and strong. I think most Americans would hopé that if
they had to face the terfible trials you have faced, they |

would respond with the same compassion and courage.

Like the-hymn says: you are rising up, walking in
the sunshine, molving forward. You’ve returned to
school. You’ve returned to sports, like the remarkable
Girls’ Soccer team I’ve heard so much about. Even
though you didn’t win the championship; the important

thing is that you were out there playirig.



All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the
future, Whetherl it’s commenéement and college or, right
now, just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary
things, the stuff of life, and that’s what they are; .but under
the circumstances, they take an effort that is truly
extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened, you
have reached within yourselves and summoned what is
best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of

what you’ve done.

I think what has impressed me the most these past
- weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. Itis a

remarkable thing. |



Just watching these events on television, or reading about
- them in the prapers, a lot of people have been shaken to
their foundations. And still -- despite all you’ve endured’
-- you still belie.ve in the goodness and grace of a loving
God.. The rest of us can see how your faith anchors you.
It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing,

and a powerful thing to behold.

[ know many of you are still hurting. You are in -
mourning, and that’s going to hurt for a long time. But
while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and --

more important -- we can act.



There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to
 honor the lives you have lost, than to use what you have
learned to create a better future. A future where hatred
and distrust no longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul.
A future where what we have in common is more
important than what drives us apai‘t. A future woﬁhy of
our full potential as individuals, as communities, and as a
nation. If you build that future, it would be the most
powerful monument you could make to the lives you’ve

lost.

Across America, we’ve already started building that
better future. You’ve had a lot to do with that. I’m not

sure if you know how true that is.

-



You’re at the epicenter of an enormous shockwave, and
it’s changing a lot of the American landscape -- the way
we think about our schools, our families, ourselves.
Ybu’ve touched our hearts and stirred us to action.

We’ve even set up a national campaign to make sure we
seize this moment and make it a time of real and lasting
change. ‘T know that after meeting all of you, I’ll return to |
Washington even more convinced that there is more we

- must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture
of values; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong
hands; and more we must to do ensure that e%/ery
vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help théy

need.



Two days from now is Columbine’s commencement.
I know 1t will be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped
it would be when you first walked through those doors as
freshmen. For one thing, you couldn’t have imagined
that your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on.
Even for those of you who ha\-/e‘another year or two -- or
- three -- to go, [ urge you to think of graduation day as
another impbrtént step you take together, Walking in that
sunshine, moving forWard through life’s journey. In the
Book of Isaiah, it says: “Your sun shall set no more, and
your moon ho more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a
light to you forever, and your days of mourning shall be

ended.” Thank you and God bless ydu.
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary aﬁd
me to join you here in Jefferson County, to talk and to
listen and to spend time with you. I particularly Wént to
thank the families we met with earlier today at the Light

of the World Catholic Church.



This has been a iong, difficult month for them, for
you and for all America. Today, as you know, we got
word of another shboting, this one in suburban Atlanta.
We thank de that the injuries to the students do not
appear to be life-threatenin‘g. If anyone knows the pain
that their community will endure in the wake of this
terrible act, it is all of you.

You have suffered losses of the»most terrible kind.
You’ve lost friends, and family, and a certain kind of
innocence that no young person should have to part With
SO SOON Or SO suddenly. And what you’ré left with is a lot
of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to
some of the easy answefs,‘ but ultimately, we don’t really

understand much beyond how badly we feel.
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Lately I’ve been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in
., Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all about it.
Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, my
brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further along we’ll
understand why;”

You’ve heard a lot of condolenceé in the past month,
and there’s little I can add to the many thoughts and
prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the
world. But I havé.come to Colorado because I want you
to know how much Americacares about you, and how
Vefy much we have learﬁed from all of you. This kind of
incident is like a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it

can also illuminate.



When we look at J efferson County, many of us see a
community that looks like our bwni and we know that if
acts of evil can happen here, they can happen elsewhere.
But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound
and strong. I think most Americans would hope that if
they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they

would respond with the same compassion and courage.

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, Walking in
the sunshine, moviﬁg forward. You’ve returnéd to
school. You’ve returned to spoﬁs, like the remarkable
- Girls’ Soqc_ef team I’ve heard so much about. Even
though you didn’t win the championship, the important

thing 1s that you were out there playing.



All of you, in your OWn ways, are looking toward the
futﬁre, whether it’s commencement and college or, right
- NOW, just a summer job. Thése may sound like ordinary
things, the stuff of life, and that’s What they are; but under
the circumstances, they take anv effort that is truly
extraordinary. Even though the worst has happehed, you
have reached within yourselves and summoned what is
best. I am proud of you -- ahd you should be proud of

‘what you’ve done.

I think what has impressed me the most these past
- weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. Ttisa

remarkable thing.



Just watching these events on television, or reading about
them in the papérs, a lot of people have~been shaken to
their foundations. And still -- despite all you’ve.l endured
-- you still believe in'the goodness and grace of a lox;ing
God. The rest of us can see how yoﬁr faith anchors you.
It strengtheris and sustains you. Itis a ‘powerful thing,

and a powerful thing to behold.

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in
mourning, and that’s going to hurt for a long time. But
while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and -

more important -- we can act.



There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to
“honor the lives you have lost, than to use what you have
learned to create a better future. A future where hatred
and distrust no longer distort the mind or cofrupt the lsoul.
A future where what we have in common is more
important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of
our full potential as individuals, as communities, and as a
ﬁation. If you build that future, it Wohld be the mos’;
powerful monument you could make to the lives you’ve

lost.‘

Across America, we’ve already started building that
better future. You’ve had a lot to do with that. I’'m not

sure if you know how true that is.
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You’re at the epicenter of an enormous shockwave, and
it’s changing a lot of the AmeriCan landscape -- thé way
we think about our schoéls, our families, durselves.

- You’ve touched our hearts and stirred us to action.
We’ve even set up a national campaign to make sure we
seize this moment and make it a time of real and lasting
change. I know that after meeting all of you, I’ll return to
Washington even more convinced that theré 1S more we ]
must do to replace the culture of Violeince with a culture
of values; more we must do to keep -guns out of the wrong
hands; and more we must to do ehsure that every
\;ulnerable child is" 1dentified early, and gets the help they

need.



Two days from now is Columbine’s commencement.
I know it will be bittersweet -- not éverything you hoped
it would be when you first walked through those doors as
freshmen. For one thing, you éouldn’t have imagined
that your rivals at Chatfield would Be cheering you on.
Even for those of you WhQ have another year or two -- or
three -- to go, I urge you to think of graduation day as
“another important step you take. together, walking in that
sunshine, moving forward through »life’s journey. In the
Book of Isaiah, it says: “Yoqr sun shall se.t no more, and
your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shali be a
light to you forever, and your days of mourning shall be

ended.” Thank you and God bless you.
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I want to thank evéryone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families

we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church. s
e %ﬁ ng of e % !
One
This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all Amer1ca You sulo. A+ “3:‘4'1
have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You’ve lost friends, and family, and a certaln kind 46,-,9 Tl
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what N

you’re left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy y
answers, but ultimately, we don’t really understand much beyond how badly we feel. Lately I’ve """“"F’”""O

been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all M s,
about it. Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. s met
Further along we’ll understand why.” ' % -

/

You’ve heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there’s little I can add to the
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much America cares about you, and how
- very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of incident is like a flash of lightning: it
can blind us, but it can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a
community that looks like our own; and we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can .
happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound and strong. I think
most Americans would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they would
respond with the same compassion and courage.

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in the sunshine, moving forward. You’ve
returned to school. You’ve returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls’ Soccer team I’ve heard
so much about. Even though you didn’t win the championship, the important thing is that you
were out there playing. All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the future, whether it’s
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commencement and college or, right now, just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary
things, the stuff of life, and that’s what they are; but under the circumstances, they take an effort
that is truly extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened, you have reached within
yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of what
you’ve done.

I think what has impressed me the most these past weeks is the way you have held fast to
your faith. It is a remarkable thing. Just watching these events on television, or reading about
them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to their foundations. And still -- despite all
you’ve endured -- you still believe in the goodness and grace of a loving God. The rest of us can
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a
powerful thing to behold.

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in mourning, and that’s going to hurt for a
long time. But while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and -- more important -- we
can act. There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to honor the lives you have lost, than
to use what you have learned to create a better future. A future where hatred and distrust no
longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. A future where what we have in common is more
important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of our full potential as individuals, as
communities, and as a nation. If you build that future, it would be the most powerful monument
you could make to the lives you’ve lost.

Across America, we’ve already started building that better future. You’ve had a lot to do
with that. I’m not sure if you know how true that is. You’re at the epicenter of an enormous
shockwave, and it’s changing a lot of the American landscape -- the way we think about our
schools, our families, ourselves. You’ve touched our hearts and stirred us to action. We’ve even
set up a national campaign to make sure we seize this moment and make it a time of real and
lasting change. 1know that after meeting all of you, I’ll return to Washington even more
convinced that there is more we must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture of
values; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong hands; and more we must to do ensure
that every vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they need.

Two days from now is Columbine’s commencement. I know it will be bittersweet -- not
everything you hoped it would be when you first walked through those doors as freshmen. For
one thing, you couldn’t have imagined that your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on.
Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -- to go, I urge you to think of
graduation day as another important step you take together, walking in that sunshine, moving
forward through life’s journey. In the Book of Isaiah, it says: “Your sun shall set no more, and
your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light to you forever, and your days of
mourning shall be ended.” Thank you and God bless you.
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I want to thank evéryone here for inviting Hillaril and - -~
me to join you here in Jefferson County, to talk and to
listen and to spend tip}é with you. I particularly want to
thank the families we met with earlier today at the Light

of the World Catholic Church.
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W You have suffered losses of
the most terrible kind. YQu’Ve lost friends, and family,
and a certain kind of innoéenc¢ that no young person
should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And
what you’re left with is a lot of unanswered questions.
There may be some truth to some of the easy answers, but
ultimately, we don’t really understand much beyond how

~badly we feel. Lately I’ve been thinking of an old hymn I
used to hear in Arkans’as. It goes: “Further along we
know all about it. Further along we’ll understand why. |
Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine.” Further

along we’ll understand why.”




You5_Ve heard a lot of condolences in the past month,
and there’s little I can add to the many thoughts and |
prayers that, [ hope,i have reached you from around the
world. But I have come to Colorado because I want you
to know how much America ca)res aboﬁt you, and how
very rhuch we have leafned from all of you. This kind _of
incident is like a flash of l'ightning: it can blind us, but 1t
c‘an also illuminete. When we look at J efferson'»County,
many’of us see a community that looks like our .own; and
- we kno§v that if acts of evil can happen here, they can
happen elsewhere. But we also see a coﬁmuriity that 1s
fundamentally sound and strong. I think most Americans
Would hope that if they had.to face the terrible trials you
have faced, fhey would respond with the sarﬁe

compassion and courage.




Like the hymn says: yéu are rising up, walking in the
sunshine, moving fdrward. You’ve returned to school.
You’ve returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls’
Soccer team I’ve heard so much about. Even though you

“didn’t win the championship, the impo.rta‘nt thing is that
you were oﬁt there playihg. All of you, in your own
ways, are looking toward the future, whether it’s
commencement and c'ollegevor, right now, just a summer
jbb. These may sound like ordinary things, the stuff of
life, ,'and that’s what they are; }butrunder the circumstanée’s,
~ they take én effort thdt is truly extraordinary. Even

- though the Worst has happenéd, you have reached within

yourselves and surﬁrﬁone& \;Vhaf 1s best. I am proud of

you -- and you should be proud of what you’ve done.
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[ think what has impressed me the most these past
weeks is the way you have held fast to youf faith. Itis a
remarkable thing. Just watching these events on
television, or reading about'them in the papers, a lot of
peoplehave been shaken to fheir foundations. And still --
d¢spite all you’ve endured -- you still belie‘ve i;l the
goodness and grace of a loving Gpd. The rest of us can
sée how your faith anchors you. It stfengthens and

sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a powerful thing

to behold.

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in
mourning, and that’s going to hurt for a long time. But

while we mourn, we can also learn.
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We can learn and -- more important -- we can act. There

is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to honor the
lives you have lost, than to use what you have learned to
create a better future. A future where hatred and distrust

no longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. A future

where what we have in common is more important than
what drives us apart. A.future worthy of our ﬁlll potential
as individuals, as communities, J'a.nd asa nation. If you

| build that future, it would be the moét powerful

monument you could make to the lives you’ve lost.

Across America, we’ve already started building that
better future. You’ve had a lot to do with that. I’'m not

sure 1f you know how true that is.
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You’re at the epicenter of an enormous shockwave, and

it’s changing a lot of the Ameribfan landscape —- the way

we thiﬁk aboﬁt bur sChoois, our families, ourselves.
You’ye touched our hearts. and stirred us to acti'on. We’ve
even set up a national éampaign to make sure Wé seize

this moment and maké it a timé of real and lasting cvhange.f .
I know that after meeti:ng all of you, I'll retﬁm to
Washington even more conyinced that there 1s more we
must do to replace the 'cultur‘e of violence with a cultﬁre of

values; more we must do to 'keep guns out of the wrong

hands; and more we must to do ensure that every
vulnerable child is identified early, and gets tﬁe help they

need.




Two days from now is Columbine’s commencement.
I know it will be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped
it would be when you first walked through those doors as
freshmen. For one thing, you couldn’t have imagined that
your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on. Even
for those of you who Haye another year or two -- or three -
- to go, [ urge you to think of graduatioh day as 'another
| in;lportant step you take together, Walking n that':
sunshine, moving forward through life’s journey. In the
~ Book of Isaiah, it says: “Your sun shall set no more, and
your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be- a light |
to you forever, and your days of mourning shall be

ended.” Thank you and God bless you.
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church.

This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You
have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You’ve lost friends, and family, and a certain kind
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what
you’re left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy
answers, but ultimately, we don’t really understand much beyond how badly we feel. Lately I’ve
been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all
about it. Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine.
Further along we’ll understand why.”

You’ve heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there’s little I can add to the
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much America cares about you, and how
very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of incident is like a flash of lightning: it
can blind us, but it can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a
community that looks like our own; and we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can
happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound and strong. I think
most Americans would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they would
respond with the same compassion and courage.

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in the sunshine, moving forward. You’ve
returned to school. You’ve returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls’ Soccer team I’ve heard
so much about. Even though you didn’t win the championship, the important thing is that you
were out there playing. All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the future, whether it’s
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commencement and college or, right now, just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary
things, the stuff of life, and that’s what they are; but under the circumstances, they take an effort
that is truly extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened, you have reached within
yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of what
you’ve done.

I think what has impressed me the most these past weeks is the way you have held fast to
your faith. It is a remarkable thing. Just watching these events on television, or reading about
them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to their foundations. And still -- despite all
you’ve endured -- you still believe in the goodness and grace of a loving God. The rest of us can
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and sustalns you. Itisa powerful thing, and a
powerful thing to behold.

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in mourning, and that’s going to hurt for a
long time. But while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and -- more important -- we
can act. There 1s no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to honor the.lives you have lost, than
to use what you have learned to create a better future. A future where hatred and distrust no
longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. A future where what we have in common is more
important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of our full potential as individuals, as
communities, and as a nation. If you build that future, it would be the most powerful monument
you could make to the lives you’ve lost.

Across America, we’ve already started building that better future. You’ve had a lot to do
with that. I’m not sure if you know how true that is. You’re at the epicenter of an enormous
shockwave, and it’s changing a lot of the American landscape -- the way we think about our
schools, our families, ourselves. You’ve touched our hearts and stirred us to action. We’ve even
set up a national campaign to make sure we seize this moment and make ita time of real and
lasting change. Iknow that after meeting all of you, I’1l return to Washington even more
convinced that there is more we must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture of
values; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong hands; and more we must to do ensure
that every vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they need.

Two days from now is Columbine’s commencement. Iknow it will be bittersweet -- not
everything you hoped it would be when you first walked through those doors as freshmen. For
one thing, you couldn’t have imagined that your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on.
Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -- to go, I urge you to think of
graduation day as another important step you take together, walking in that sunshine, moving
forward through life’s journey. In the Book of Isaiah, it says: “Your sun shall set no more, and
your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light to you forever, and your days of
mourning shall be ended.” Thank you and God bless you.
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church. '

This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You

have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You’ve lost friends, and family, and a certain kind

of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what

you’re left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy

answers, but ultimately, we don’t really understand much beyond how badly we feel. lt-makes. (ates, L
beecr-  me think of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all about it.

Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further

along we’ll understand why.” -

You’ve heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there’s little I can add to the
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much America cares about you, and how
very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of incident is like a flash of lightning: it
can blind us, but it can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a
community that looks like our own; and we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can
happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound and strong. I think
most Americans would hope that if they had to_face the terrible trials you have faced, they would
respond with the same Empassicgl and courag}."

Like the hymn says, you are rising up, walking in the sunshine, moving forward. You’ve
returned to school. You’ve refurned to sports like the remarkable Girls’, Soccer team B 28 ugard

& so much about. éou’% lookfng to the future, toward commencement and beyond.
ese may sound like ordinary things, the stuff of life, and that’s Wwhat they are; but under the
A wWas  circumstances, they take an keffort that is truly extraordinary. Ever though the worst has
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happened, you have reached within yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of you --
and you should be proud of what you’ve done. '

I think what has impressed me the most these past weeks is the way you have held fast to
your faith. It is a remarkable thing. Just watching these events on television, or reading about
them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to their foundations. And still -- despite all
you’ve endured -- you still believe in the goodness and grace of a loving God. The rest of us can
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a
powerful thing to behold.

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in mourning, and that’s going to hurt for a
long time. But while we mourn, we can also learn. And we can act. There is no better way to
transcend this tragedy, or to honor the lives you have lost, than to stay focused on your future,
and all the ways you can make it a better one. You can continue tp show us, as you have in
recent weeks, that no divisions are so wide they cannot be b‘% You can continue to
demonstrate how much we have in common with people we might once have thought were N¢
different. And you can help us change this culture of violence -- and build in its place a culture
of values that we will be proud to pass on to future generations.

Across America, we’ve already started building that better future?; You’ve had a lot to do
with that. I’'m not sure if you know how true that is. You’re at the epicenter of an enormous
shockwave, and it’s changing a lot of the American landscape -- the way we think about our
schools, our families, ourselves. You’ve touched our hearts, and stirred
us to action. We’ve even set up a national campaign to make sure we seize this moment and
make it a timg of real and lasting change. Iknow that after visiting you, I’'m going to return to
Washington@@w{}‘le conviction that there is more we must do to change the culture of
violence; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong hands; and more we must to do ensure
that every vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they need.

In two days, I understand, is Columbine’s commencement. I know it will be‘a bittersweet
occasion -- not everything you hoped it would be when you first walked through those doors as
freshmen. For one thing, you couldn’t have imagined that your rivals at Chatfield would be
cheeriﬁg you on. Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -- to go, I urge
you to think of graduation day as another important step you take together, walking in that
sunshine, moving forward through life’s journey. In the Book of Isaiah, it says: “Your sun shall
set no more, and your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light to you forever, and
your days of mourning shall be ended.”

Thank you and God bless you.

r%am \Ld i il
“frtieing Mot




Draft 05/18/99 6:15pm
Jeff Shesol

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS TO STUDENTS OF COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL
DAKOTA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL
JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO
May 20, 1999

Acknowledgments: the First Lady; Jon DeStefano, Jefferson County School Board Pres.,
Dr. Jane Hammond, Superintendent; Frank DeAngelis, Principal of Columbine H.S.; Heather
Dinkle, Student Body Pres., Columbine H.S.; student council reps. from Chatfield H.S. &
Dakota Ridge H.S.; emergency workers; all the students & faculty of Columbine; the families of
those killed and injured. -

I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church.

~ This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You
have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You’ve lost friends, and family, and a certain kind
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what
you’re left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some-truth to some of the easy
answers, but ultimately, we don’t really understand much beyond how badly we feel. It makes
me think of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: “Further along we know all about it.
Further along we’ll understand why. Rise up, mbirothers and walk in the sunshine. Further
along we’ll understand why.” 5N ou Dt

You’ve heard a lot of condolences in the,past menth, and there’s little I can add to the .
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have
come to Colorado because I want you to know ho Feearc-aboweios jlsany
America cares, and how very much we have o learn from all of you. Th1s kmd of incident is like
a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it can also illuminate. What we have seen is a
community that looks, for so many of us, like our own. We have seen a community that is
sound, and strong; a community that, as you have made clear in recent weeks, is on the road to

recovery. Q\N\g Goann =~ WS &\S\w&f\s&w IGANS A'\r\ NN\ \l\ﬁbt\
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I think what has impressed us the most is that you have never, ever lost faith. I am AT W\ RS

D= moved by the power of your faith and by the profound lesson you have taught every one of us: \ I
S*P @" that even when the worst happens, we can reach within and summon what is best. That is what- Y
X S\(\ the students of Columbine have shown the world, and I am so very proud of you -
QP =

Y‘@ur mner str\gth is something all 2 Amerlcans can dra\y/u/po and sornethmg we canall

see, in the s1gns of hope and healt\and healing all around yow'in this ¢ mmum ~That doesn t
happen on its owh;.one month-after a tragedy like this. it happenS\becau\e youx make 1t\bappenj\ /
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You’ve returned to school; returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls’ Soc€er team I’m hearing
so much about; and you’re looking ahead, toward commencement and beyond. These are
ordinary things, the stuff of life; but when they require the sort of courage and compassion that
you have shown every day, then they are truly extraordinary.

It\s not too soon, I think, for us all to draw some lessons from your experience,(or.to be
getheras you ave Tl recent weeks; ayou have shov@ us
ﬁa{n!ot -be-bridged—By-reaching-out; yotrhave showrrhﬁ'

that no divisions are so. wide-that-the
fivuch. we have-irtheommon-with-people-we-might-have-thought
reaffirming your faith, by elevating a culture of values above the cu‘lture of v1olenée you have
shown above all that\the best way to transcend tragedy, the best way to honor the 11ves we have
lost, is to move ahead and build a better future.

———Fhatts-what-we-have-seen-herein Colorado. The blue-and-silver ribbons I have seen

everywhere are a telling symbol that everyone is pltchmgl\n/piowdmg for the wounded, creating | w \Q

scholarships, investing in your future. T

A And that is what we have seen across America, where the lessons of Columbine are being
heard and heeded: in Hernando County, Florida, where a seventh-grader has started a group
called Students Against Violence Everywhere. . . In Leonia, New Jersey, where the community
has come together to create a new, more nurturing environment for its children. . .
Indiana, where students are signing pledges, committing themselves to non-violence. Across our
country, the message of the American people have heard your voices, and our response is clear:
we say, Columbine, you have touched our hearts, you have shaken us from slumber you have
stirred us to action.

Many of you are familiar with the words of St. Francis of Assisi: “Lord, make me an
instrument of Thy Peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; Where there is despair, hope;
where there is sadness, joy; where there is darkness, light.” There has been too much darkness in
Jefferson County, and in too many other communities. But today, there are signs of light; so I
ask all of you to keep illuminating our way along this difficult road, and to keep standing for
peace, and love, and hope, and joy. That is the best thing you can do for your school, for your
community, and for your country.

Thank you and God bless you.
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