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Dinkle, Student Body Pres., Columbine H.S.; student council reps. from Ghatfield RS. & 
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson 
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families 
we met wit? earlier today atthe Light ofthe.World Catholic Chur~h. 

This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You 
have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You've lost friends, and family, and a certain kind · 0.· f innocence that no young person should have to :part with so soon or so suddenly. And what 
you're left with is a lot of unanswered 'questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy 
answers, but ultimately, we don't really understand much beyond how badly we feel. It makes. 
me think of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: '.'Further along we know all about it. 
Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the· sunshine. Further 
along we'll understand why." 

~ r/..~ You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there's little I can add to the 
~~ ,~ many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have 
~~ come to Colorado because I want you to know how much I care about you, an~ how much· . 

America cares, ·and how very much we have to learn from all of you. This kind of incid~nt is like 
· · a flash oflightning: it can blind us, butit can also illuminate. What we have seen is a · 

f~~~ community that looks, for so many ofus, like our own. We have s~en a community that is·. 
~ sound, and strong; a community that, as you have made clear in recent weeks, is on the road to 

recovery. 

I think what has impressed us the most is that you have never, ever lost faith. I am 
:) ~tzv . moved by the power of your faith and by. the profound lesson you have taught every one of us: 

that even when the worst happens,.,we can reach withinand summon what is best. That is what 
·~~ the students of Columbine have shown the world, and I am so very proud of you. 

rv.o Your inner strength is something all Americans can draw upon, and something we can all 
see, in the signs of hope and health and healing all around you in this community. That doesn't 
happen on its own, one month after a tragedy like this. It happens because you make it happen. 



You've returned to school; returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls' Soccer team I'm hearing 
so much about; and you're looking ahead, toward commencement and even beyond. These are 
ordinary things, the stuff of life; but when they require the sort of courage and compassion that 
you have shown every day, then they are. truly extraordinary. 

It is not too soon, I think, for us all to draw some lessons from your experience, or to be 
enriched by your example. By coming together as you have in recent weeks, you have shown us 
that no divisions are so wide that they cannot be bridged. By reaching out, you have shown how 

· much we have in common with people we might have thought were so different: And by 
reaffirming your faith, by elevating a culture of values above the culture of violence, you have 
shown above all that the best way to transcend tragedy, the best way to honor the lives we have 
lost, is to move ahead and build a better future. 

That is what we have s~en here in Colorado. The blue-.and-silvet rib'B~ have seen 
everywhere are a telling symbol that everyone is pitching in, providing for the wounded, creating 
scholarships, investing in your future. 

Vl~.~~~~l~~~~.eJ~-tM~.l7~~. 
. ·And that Is' what we have seen across Amenca, where the lessons of Columbme are bemg &f ~ 

heard and heeded: in Hernando County, Florida, where·a seventh-grader has started a group ~11'-t-­

called Students Against Violence Everywhere . .'. In Leonia, New Jersey, where the community ~ d ~ 
has come together to create a new, more nurturing environment for its children ... In Westfield, ~" 
Indiana, where students are signing pledges, committing themselves to non-violence. Across our ~~ 
country, the message of the American people have heard your voic~s, and our response is clear: ~~· 
we say, Columbine, you have touched our hearts, you have shaken us from slumber, you have · ----~ 
stirred us to action. 

·Many of you are familiar with the words of St. Francis of Assisi: "Lord, make me an 
instrument of Thy Peace. Where there is h~ved, let us sow love; Where there is despair, hope; 
where there is sadness, joy; where there is dal'kness, light." There has been too much darkness in 
Jefferson County, and in too many other communities. But today, there are signs oflight; so I 
ask all of you to keep illuminating our way along this difficult road, and to K:eep standing for 
peace, and love, and hope, and joy. That is the best thing you can do for your school, for.your 
community, and for your country. ' 
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. . . I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson 

County, t~. talk a?d tolisten and t~ spend time with you. ~ ... !?{ articularly want to thank the famili.es t . we met with earlier today at th~ght of the v;,orld Catho~Ch":-ch. t ~~ 
· .... This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America, You ) / . cz-: 

. . . _ h~ve su~fered losses of the most terrible kind. Losses of frien~s and of family, and of a ~!in j NAA-1. A-l 
.J1.., ka-.re kmd ofi~ocence that no young per~on should have to part With so_soon or so suddenlyl]Rut 'b c~~ . 
IO{t.~~ through It all.' you ha:e neverlost fmth. I can see that today. Lookm~ out at ~11 of you~ a:t more Ill~()_~ 
.~-to than two thousand bnght, ygy~ faces, I can feel the power ofyour faith, and the promise ofyour ~~ 
~ W future; and I ain moved by the profound lesson you have taught us all: that even when the worst ~ ~ 
~ ~ happens to us, we can reach within and draw upon what is best in us. That is what the students r;;:;, '/1 
~ h of Columbine have done, and I am so very proud of you. ~ 

I !1o..~ . -- ~ ~-
\tJI\.MI~ w•"- Onlya month has passed, but the signtofhope and health and healing are all around us. ~ ~', 
~- That's not something that just happens on its .owh. You're makmg it happen, by returning to · . ~ 
~~~ scho?l; returning to sports, like the remarkable Girls' Soccer t_~a~ I'm hearing 'SO muc? about; b ~~~ill.~ c,; 
71Md_ llpwJ, lookmg ahead, toward co~encement, and even beyond. This IS the no~~l stuff of hfe; b~t ~-
.\u~ ~ they are hardly normal, th(circu_mstan~es you'veh~d to endure~ ~d SO ItiS one ofth(),Se time ttz,-~ w~ 
l.i'L{,A~ when uncommon courage and compassiOn are reqmred. You've sho~ plenty of both. ,.~ ~~~ ~«-

~ l(.l.~. CrnetM.kn·~ ()~- ~ 11A.-910--.Vrec..r · ~) ........ w,~.· 
~ le+ - I want all America to know what Columbi e is doing-- the ways you're coming together; ~ . · 

-J ~ 1 the ways you're reac~ing out, fin·. ding things in co on with people. you might have thought . (;t ~. 1 
,t(f were,so very diff~rent; and the ways you've resol ed to become better sons, daughters, . ~~-
~ classmates and fnends.as a result of what you've ndured together. · -
-~t-o . 

~~I 
~ 

And I want all America to know what C lorado is doing. I've been so impressed by the 
ways your neighbors are responding. It seems I everyone.Jftpm_the United Way to the· 
Broncos, 'and from Safeway to Foley's, is pitch· gin, ~16i1tfe wounded, creating 
scholarships, investing in your future. The blu -and-silver ribbons so many people are wearing · · 
symbolize not only the spirit of Columbine, bu a n~w. spirit of solid3I'i~Y \~\-~ ~ ~~~ . . . . · . -. . . - . ~· ~~f I ~ 

.·-~.ec:e .. : ~ ,-.-·-- .. :- ····.·~~· .. ~s . 
'0~~. s;.~ ·~ knJ\h-t . 

1)~ ~~~!a= __ ,-~. ,. . - - . ~ - - . ' . -
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all the students & faculty of Columbine;. the faruilies of 

thgs.eJcilled and injYred. 
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.~ -29- q"' 

.l want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and 

me to join you here in Jefferson County,«,- talk~o 

iisten ana to spend tinievlith )'PU. I particularly want to 

. ~~~~~~~~~ 
. thank the familiesA\Ye HJ:t}t \Vith earlier~ at the Light 

.· 

. ofthe Worl~ Catholic Chur~~.~~~~~ . 

~~~~~~·~~-~CUJ.wt~ 
~-~~~{~~ r 



This has·been a long, difficult month f~m, for all 
' ' 

~ 
of you and for all America. ¥ott-have suffere~ ef 

and a eertai-n=kimi::a( innocence tilt no yqairg persoH 

shoal6 have to pat t 'fv i th:sp=soon_ or st:rsuddenly. ~ 

. ~~ (LN.. ~~~~~ . . 

at you'& left with,~o r 1 P¢?funanswered questions~wt~ 
~U-L~-~~)~ 
~W\~~~tU).. . 

There may be some· truth-to ~orne of the easy ans\vefs-; oot 
' ' . 

.Wtimately,we don't really-understand mueh beyond how 

badly v;e feel. Lately I've.been thinking o±:an- old hyn1n I · 

used to hear in Arkansas .. It.goes. "Further along-we 

know al~ about it. Further along we'll understand .why. 

Rise up, my brethers, and-walk i-trthe-s-l:tft8hin~Further 

algng we' 11 understandHwhy." 
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You' vc heard a lot of eondoleHees iR the past m8ftth, 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

. ana there's .little I can add te the many thoughts and 

~~+..Pt~~~.~<ill_~~~~ 
prayers that, I ho~~~ -=ymt from around the 

. I 

· world. But I have come-to Colorado becattse I ~t you · 

.NA.. • ~~~~ 
to koow-hov; mueh America e?ttes ahm~t ytJu; m> 1 ~ 
~+-o~~~~~' · ... 
~~'Y r'ru:rh We have learned from all of you. This kind of 

incident is like a flash of lightning: it cart blind us; but it 

can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, 

many of us see a community that looks like our own; and 
~ Ct-

we know that if acts ::g£ e¥-il can happen here, they can 

happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is 
' 

fundamentally sound and strong. I think most Americans. 

would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you 
' . 

have faced? they would respond with the same 

· compassion and courage. 

3 . 
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Like=tlle tfym:H -says: you are rising up, walking in the. 

sunshine, moving forWard. You've· returned to-school.· 
c • 

You've returned to spo~s, like the remarkable Girls' 

· Soccer team I've heard so niuch about. Evep though you · 

·.didn't win the championship, the important thing is that 
... ~~-~'~lij(~ -~- · .. · 

. you were out there playing.~ All of Y.ou, in your own · 

ways, are looking toward the future, whCtber if s · 
. . 

. b . . " .· 
· cqmmence~ent ·&Btl copege sr, ri~t fteNA·~~t a summer 

.. job.~ ::-:d ~e ordinary things, the stuff of . 
. ~ . 

_life, tm-6--~a:t=s--what tbey-a5e; Mt ~nder tM circumstances, 
. . . . . -

. . 
~- .· .· ·.··. 

1b:ey tak~. an effort that is truly extraordinary. 13 1

:18n z. 
!.J..J 
LLJ 
(/). 

(I) . 

thOUgh the W6rst has happened, you h~ached Within · · ~ ··::: 
. ·'- I 

. -= yoHrselves and summoned: what -is-best. · I am1'1-oud-df 
·' ·.' ,, ,. 

yon = and yetr should be. proud -of-\vhat you.' -¥C · d~ne: 

4' 

.-::.. 
~C%1 
-- 1"\1 
,,~ I 

. - GJ l.n 
c:~ ,-:;.: 
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1£(1 • i •k What has impressed me .the. most these past 

weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. 'ft.sis.:-a 

· remMkabl@ thing . .m~t watching these cveftts on 

televisit:nl,. Ql t earling abo at thenr. in. the paper~, a ]8t of 

people fiavc been shaken to their. foondtttions. frn8=~--

dcspit8 ttil you've end-Hred == y9u stiU belMW in the 

5 
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---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-------- --------------------------------------- --------

. . ~~~~~~*~\k~~·· 
Vfc caR-learn and --·more unportant · \Ve can·aet· There . 

.• ·.-~ ~CU~,~~.~~,cu~~~~ .· 
is no better v/ay tQ ·transcend this· ttag.edy, or to hon~r the 
·.~~~~~~t~fu~~~~-~ 

.. liVes you have lost, than. to use \Yhat you have learned to 
• ·-~-c~~~~~lro~~~·~~ .. l 

create a better futare. A future.where hatred and distrust 
. ~~~·. •. .• ~~~~ o_u_~rut.~. 

ind or ·~t the =:· A future. ' 
~"'~~\~~,~~~~~. 

where what we have i common is more important than ': ' . . . . . . ' 
\~~~~~ tt~~·~~~~~~ 

what drives us ~part. · . . . . · · · · 1 
~~M~~ d_.~~-~CWA~ 

as individu.a:Is, as-Gommunities, and as a nation. If yoy 
~-~~~~-~~~~~~~~· 

· build that future, it would be the most po'flterful-=-=- · ; · 
~\~l-~Ci~~~~~~~~Q~ .. 

monument you could make. to _the lives. you've lost. ·, 
.~~-~~~,~~~\\r~~.j 
"""·~~· .·~·' \-~.~. ·~-.0... .. -~~ tt . . A%_ ·, .. ~ . •, ~ . ~ ... ' . \. \_ ' 

~}'xj U~. . . . .~~~ .... 
~ ' . ~.· ~. . ·-~. ~lll\tu ~ •••• {\ •••. ·.· · .. , 

. . . l . ' . . . ~ . ~j ~.~ . 

·.. . Apros.s-Atnerica~ ~e'·ve already started blifuting=that · · 
·,~~.~~~~-~~[~ 

. better' futu~e.· You'v'e had a lot to do svith that. l'tn-not·. 
'.~~<\~.·~~~.~~.·.·· 
..•. --' ~ ..... ~--~~ 

sure 1f yo~ know how tr u~ that 1s. · · 
,.,..,;:.·' ·.;~)qE·s·IDt-r-.. :·:· . <:: ::;EEN 

6 
'~ ..... -.. 
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.. ~~~~~~~tau~ 
"You're aHhe epleenter of an enorrn.eus shockwave,4ud · 

_lM ~-hlU-~ ~-~.cill tw. ~ ( ~ 
tf-8 changing a lot of the i\.rnertcan landsca~ 'l:_ the way 
~"'-~~~~·~.' . 

we think about our schools, our families, ourselves. 
~· ' ~~·· 
You ~ouched our hearts and 'S\iA=oo us to a@tten. -=~ 

~a n~tl· . al campaign to, J:g!;:;:~ 
- . \ ' 
~ \l"5 ~.) -\1:) ~ ~ ~UUJ.__ (U Q.... ~ 
this moment and rnake it a tirne ofreal andlasting change. r 

I-know that after meeting all of you, ·I'll return to-

Washington even more convinced that there is more we 

r. ' ' 

o;nu;t oo to replace-culture of violence with a culture of 

values; more ure musloo to keep guns out of the wrong 

.· ~ 
hands; and mer€ we must to~ ensure that (Jl('~' 

. ) .~OJ\J 

vtilnerable child Mi- identified early, and getrthe help they 

need. 

7 ' 
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.. 

Two ·days from now is Columbine's commencement 

I know it will be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped . 

. . .. 

it would be when you first walked through those doors as 
' ' ·b.. .. L.::l •• ·••.•• \ 
.,-:--~. 

freshmen·. · For one thing, you couldn't have in1agiired that 

·your rivals:at Chatfield would pe cheering you on~ cfi 1 Btl 

. ~~~·~\.~~~~\~~ 
for:those--ef you who have another year or tv;o - or tht=se -
15\ ~~)~~I~~ U-.w{) ::l 

- te:-go, I urge you to think of graduation da:y~ther 

~~~--~~~~~~~ 
in1portant step you take together, walking in that --

.~~~t\llt~~-~ ... 
sunslnne, moving foiwatd tlnough h SJ". In the 

B.90k of Isaiah, it says: "Your sun shall set no more, and 

. . 

yoor tnoon no tnore v;ithdraw; forth~ LOfd ~ght 

to you forever, and your days of mourning shaWbe 

I ended:" Thank you and God bless you. 

8 
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REMARKS BY~HE PRESIDtNT 
AND TH,E -FIRST LADY 

TO THE COLU~BINE HIGH SCHOOt: COMMUNITY 

···' 

Dakota Rfdge High School 
Littleton, Colorado • 

.. ~ . 

... · 

·. · MRS.· CLINTON: Thank you. TJ:ian_k you, .Heather. Thank 
you, Dr. Hammond.· Thank you, Mr. DeAngelis. ·And most of alL 
thank v:ou, the stu.dents of Columbine . 

•{ .. . . ··•: ,, 

·you k~ow, whe~ w~ w~lk~d.in. I saw the cheer that was 
<;oing from on·~· side to the olhe_r side,·. ·and the ch'ant, "We ar~ 
columbine'!". that went back and forth, and the enthusiasm and the 
energy ttiat was b~hind:that 9he~r~- But· to me~ it w~s ~ore than 
that. It ·was a· real 'statement- about who· you are and, indeed, .who 
we all ar~. ~ecause' in. a. very re~l way, what happened hereJat 
~olumbine has so deepl~ ·affected .i~e Fest of our country, that we 
are all Columbine.·. · l'' · 

. I 

_ we have suffered and wept and prayed anct·hoped, and, 
~~s. cheered, as lives.h~ve been ~ourned~ as those who are 

. injured have healed, ·as parents ahd citizens have come toqeth~r 
to ask, 11 Where do we go from her'e?" ~- and as ail of you who ·are 
the' students· of co·lumbirie hav.e' shown us over this last month,. '• 
your .. courage. and your.- grace, your kindness· and yoi,Ir iove. 

•' - ' ' I 1 ' ' • • ' • ' ' : • ' ~ f ~ 

We have just spent-tim~ with the families of tho~e ~ho 
lost someone 'theyx l'oved~ It's not the first t.ime ··that_ my husband 

' and I have done ~hat. We've listened to and lobk~d into the eyes 
and held th~~6a~4s and ~eit the hugs of men and wbmeh and 
children who. have suffered the evil. and the tragedy that 
interveh~s unexpectedly ~~c~ .bombing'of an embas~y, a shootihg 
dowh of a pl~ne or an accident t&at lost lives. And-~~·ve always 
been 'moved' by _and .felt deeply-''the 'pain that others were . . -
?Uffering. · 

And no tragedy is ever :like any otber traqedyJ because -



' . ' 

every person is. unique, and ~veryone who is 'lost was. a. gift of 
. God that. should have ·been cherished and who 'has to -be· remembered. 
But what happened here at Columbine a month ago has had an ici~act 
unlike any that I have .ever seen: or felt. It has pierced the 
heart 6f A~erica. And what w~ are all .lpoking for and ·what I 
always hope we can 'find from a ·tragedy like· this, is how we move 
f6rwar¢i together, to do- what we can to help prevent· this ·ever 
happening._ again. 

No~,· of ~curse, even.today, yet ~nother sch6ol was 
terrorizedby·a·shooting. Thankfully, no one was.killed but 
it shbuld never have happened~ 

~o .as we meet here; a~ we 1magine, as h~rd ~s it ~ust 
be,· _what thi~ pa~t month must has been for ·you -- the losses, the 
questions, the·glar~ of the world'.s spotlight-- I think we all 
know that there aie no word~ ~~at are adeq~~ie to your 
experi~nce:· But ·I hope yo~ _kno~ that the way you've coriducted 
vours~lve~, and voui story·~nd the stories of those killed: and 
injured ha~e been an inspiration ·an~.·a motivition foi manv people· 
whom you'll rie~er ~e~t. 

We're inspited by the strength of the students and the 
teachets; .. by your determination to refurn to sch6ol to finish out 
your ye~r ~ith your f~iends ~nd ~our classmate~. ~e're inspired 
by y6ur r~fusal to 1~~ violence .and h~tred ~in. 

~ We're inspired bv t~~ courage of the famil{es, who have 
faced a moment that-~every parent prays wiil .never hap.pen. · .. We're 
inspired by the words we heard toda~, as·well as whai ~e've hear~ 
in· the past month as to how so. many of you are lookin;q for · 

·.o~portunities to ·reach Qut. to· make sur~ that hete in this' 
· .community and as f~i· as the-ripples can cio, the messages that you· 
··feel you want to communicat~ to each ofh~r will be h~ard.· 

we heard those mess~ges today,. listen~ng t6 parents, 
brothers ahd sisters, ~randparenti,-.a wif~, children. And the 
mes·saqe had many different sounds to it, com'ing ·from different 
voice~. But. what sfruck-me was how clearly thbse wh~ have ~een 
mosi wounded want to turn this into something positive for 
·othe~s. That is. what w_e have seen from the Columbine community. 

And it.has inspi~ed reactions literally around.the 
· world. ·one- family told us o{ receivin-g a let.ter frbm France, 
wii~ten.compietely iri Ftench -~~hey couldn't read it, but they 
knew what i-t said.· I know of the young ~oys .and girls around the 
country who have been writing fetters and drawing pictures to 
share their feeli~os. And I kno~ here, i~ Jefferson county, the 

. services that have--:been offered,. and· the way people have been · 
trying· to kriit ~ogether more' h~lp. . · · 

., 

·ManY of you.will-be·d~adu~tirig and. I congratulate 
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you. It wasn't'so long ago that our daughter graduat~d. and·I 
remember the conversations around our kitchen table and listening 
to ·her friends as they were p1anninq their summer plans, or · 
thinking abotit coll~ge, or going to Work.· ~nd I know ~~u're· 
~thinking aboht all. of that as w~ll .. 

But perhaps more _than-others, you may also be thinking 
about what 'kind of community,. and country, you waht to. raise your. 
own-children in·som~day --and how we witl taka what happened in 
Columbine, and not ~nly nevet fo~get it; btit use it to ~ake more 

.opportunities for others to live the kind of lives we would have 
wished f6r those w6o .were lo~t~ . 

Imagine what our. country could accomplish if everyone 
acte~ ~s you~ prin~ipal described you, as a family -- members of 

.the human fam·{ly, as well as the.Colu'mbine family; .. the.American 
family -:-- me'mbers of a communit:y and a nation· that was 'really 
committed to making sure that we helped each other, we cared 

·about each 'other, we reached out to one another. 

Imagin~,-~S we heard frOm your ~rincipal, What .it would 
mean if m6re parent~. in this community and around oui country, 
thought. abo~t what more. they coulci do to spend.tim~ with their 
own children~ to listen to· your ·~onc~rns. y6ur dreams., .your 
fears; your aspirations; · · · 

And. imagine what ~ould. happen· if more young people. 
talked more· openly with one another, ·.as well a·s with their 
parents and 6th~r adtiltsi looking for ways to heal the wounds 
that all of. us ca.rrv just from li'f~' s· everyday experiences. And 
imagine if ~very adult _in Am~rica began ·looking at his or her 
personal lifa, professional life and public lif~ with ·the view, 
toward ~akirig sure that. whatever we_do i~ good for chi~~ren. 

. . 
, There is no more fi-tting ·-monument or tribute· to those 

who died than to promise ourselves that we will do everything we 
can to prevent it from. happening anywhere ·else 7- but more than· 
just ~reve~ting s6methihg bad·fro~ h~ppehi~~. ttiat we will commit 

.ourselves to·· .try to make positive differences in the lives of 
those around us. 

w~ cann6t~roll back th~ cloc~ and undo'the tta~ic 
events of a month ago .. But we bane fight the bitt~rness and 
hopelessness that weaken our resolv~ to remai~ part of one 
comm,ini ty. -.. we can reach out, where children are· taught ,tci care · 
and not.to hat~. We can offer a kind ~ord to people. we·~can·try · 
to briciqe the· diffe~enc~s that to~ ofteri come between us. And'we · 
·cart look for ways at. all .levels. of socie_ty to inake ·the· Ghanges ·we 
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kno~ we have. to.m~k~. 

I.h6Pe that we'll.be able to reach a better 
underst'andinq of. what· we need to d'o to care for. our young people. 

:And I hope t~at if we ~ll f~el that we are Colucibine, as the 
ch~er goes. we ·won't qiv~.up until we~do m~ke it better for 
ev~ryone. 

··I want to introduce. now someone I kno~· is resolved to 
do what he can, who has spoken out consiste.ntlV o'n behaif of the. 
needs of young people and families,. who has tried to speak out· 
·against hatr~d and.talk ribout how we need to reach out and help 
each ·other. And a~ I do, I want: to jtist leav~ you with the w6rds 
of a poet who means a lot'to mY h~sband'and me the Nobel Prize 
winner Seamus Heaney, 

In 6rie of our· favorite'poems; coming out of the 
terrible Troubles that he's written ab6ut and experienced in 
Northerri Ireland,. where ·bombs ·a.:nd quns .. have been ·too much the 
experience of children, he wr"ites:. II So hope· for. a greater sea . 
cha~ge on the far side of revenge. Believe that a further shore 
is reachable from heie. Believe in mifacle and cures and healing 
well." 

··.,·. 

I believe in miracles and cures and healing well. ··I 
·believe that each of us has the responsibility to'do what.we. can 
to. reach that farther .shore.· .P..nd I introduce now someorie who 
believe~ that with all of his heart ~- the President pf the 
·united States. . ,(Applause. l · · 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much:· .Do that cheer for 
me one more time. 

. . 

STUDENTS~ we are Columbine! ·we are.Columbi~e\· we are 
Columbine! We are Columbine! (Ap~lause.) 

THE P~ESIDENT: Thank you. 

1 ' Doctor Hammbn~; Mr. DeAngelis; President DeStefan~ and 
the state legislators, county .commissi6n.ers; Attorney General 

·Salazar; espebially Governor. 6wens, thahk you for being here. To' 
all the officials ~ho are here; ·most· 'especially. to the students· 
of Columbine and. the students who are here .froin Chatfield. and · 
Dako'ta Ridge. And He~thei Din~el.· thank you fo'r.standing up here 
in front cif thi~ big· cro~d and.makirig ~fine t~lk. Weren't you 
proud of her? She did a"good job representinif you today: 
(Cheeis and applause.Y · · - ' . . . . . 
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I. want to s~y a special word of thanks td. the families 
who met with Hillary and me before ~e came. over heie for telling 
us.the stories. an~ sho~inq us the booklets commemorating the 
lives of their very special children; I also want to thahk 'the 
iine young-people who still ar~ hospitalized with who~ I spok~ by 
.telephone ve~terday -- two·of them, Patrick Ireland and s~an 
Graves. ar~ here today. They left ih~ hospital to be here.· 
. (Applause.). · 

... 
I knciw there are some other peopl~ here who are also 

still. injured who have come. I thank all of you forr'coming .. · 
This has been ·a long, hard ·month for .;all. of you, and as Hillary 
~aid, it's been a hard month'.for Am~rica. · 

·you heard her say that ~art :of our job in these last 
six years, more. th~n we ever ~buld h~ve imagined when w~ moved to 
washington ~fter the ~lection in 1992, has b~eri t~ be with 
g:J;ievinq people -- 'after the Oklahoma City building was blo'wn up, · 
and the embassies were blown up' .and .our airmen were killed in . 
the bo~bing in Saudi Arabia, and so many other occasions; ·several 
time~ after violen6e in school~. But something profound has . 
happene~_to your ~6u~try·beca~se.of this. I wa~t y~u all to 
l.mderstand that. I i m not everi sure ·I can explain it to you. 

. . 

one of the incidents of school killing last year 
occurred in my home state. _ It's a small state. I ·was governor 
'there 12 years. i knew the people in~olved; it was· 
heartbreaking. One of the mothers .of_ one of the 'children wh6 was 
killed still works With·US for safer schools and safer 
childhoods. And all America grieved. But I think they thou~ht, 
oh, this is terrible; I. wish somebody ~auld do something about 
.this. 

.But somehow, when· this happened here_· maybe because 
of the scb~~ of it, and I think mostl~ be~ause of you ~~-how you 
reacted, all of you, the relief w6rkers~ ~he law enforcement 

. people, the ~amily members ~ho were brave enough to speak -~ 
there was' a. d-iffer_-ent reaction. 'People thought I. thi.s has. 
happened in· my nEh·ghbdrhood ;_. what can I. do.?. 

I say that bec~~se yo~ have a uniqu~ chance -- a chance 
to ~ake sure that the Children of Columbine are never 

forgotten:· (Applause.) 
.. ~ . 

But,· fi~s~.· y~~ ha~~ td.dea~ with you arid your liv~s. 
You're all lefi with searing memorie~ and scar~:an~ unanswered 

·questions. There has to be healing, there have:to be answers. 
And for those thihgs~that will not heal or cannot be answered~ 

... ·. MORE 
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you have to learn to go on with your lives. 

: .. · . . ·:: ... 

I hope you h~v~ .been ~omforbed by the caring not ohly 
. of your neighbors, but of your 'country 'and. people- from all around 
the ~orld. All America has look~d and li~ten~d with.shared grief 
and _enormous affection .. and admiration for ·.you. We have been 
learning along with yeti, a· lot about ourselves and our 
~esponsibilities as parents and. citizeris. 

Wheh A,merica looks at Jeffersor(Cot1nty ,·. many of us see 
a community not very diff~r~nt fr6m.our own. we know. if this can 

.happen here, it can happen anywhere. And we 'see with admiration . 
the fundamentally ~tr6ng vaiues and chaiacter of the ·~ebple here, 
from the students to the .school officials, to the communi~Y. 
leaders, to the parents. · 

·I think most.Am'erica~·s have ·looked at you and thought 
'that,· among other thinqs,.~hat, God forbid, if so~ething lik~ 
this should-ever happen to us,. I hope w~ would .beha~e .as well. I 
hoPe we w.ould. also hold .on. to our ·fa:i th as. well. 

I am .impre'ssed that you are moving. forwa.'rd. Most of 
the children have returned to school, . even return.ed to sports and 
.bther activities. I am proud of all of. y6u' who are, in your own 
way, going back to living your lives, looking toward the -future, 
to commencement or ·.coll.ege, or· a summer job, or. just getting back 

·to the ordinary )Jus ine.ss of 1 ife·, ~hich takes· an extraordinary 
effort now. But I have .to. say, I· thirik what's imprejs.sed m·e. ·most 
is the way! in the ~i~st of.thist you ~~ve bel~ on to your faith. 

l • . • 

qne· of the ·greatest moments of grief in my life · 
occurred 15 years ago,,when Hillary and I· had to go .to the 
memorial service for ~ young man who was a seriior at Y~le · 
University-~ ~-Rhod~s Scholar: ~nth~ f66tball t~am, the ~ditor 
of t~e newsp~per~· th~.l~ader of hi~ clasi ~cademicaliy. This~· 
yo~ng man happened to come from an·African~Americ~n family in our 
hometown, arid a poor family at that. His father was a. minister 
in a very ·small ~hurch. And we ,had the ser~ice 'in the ~iqh 
·i~hool auditorium. 

. . 
His father was. l;ame· and he walked with a. pronoun·ced · 

limp. And he ~ave~{~ ,son's eulogy,_walking down in.iront of ui 
with his limp, sayirig, his mother and I do not u~derstand thi~. 
But we. believe in a:~od too:kind ever .to be c~u~l, too wise ever 
to do wrong, so we know we will come to uriderstand it by ~nd bV. 

. . . . . . ' ·.• . 

In the scriptures, st.· ~ahl says that. ail of us in this 
life see t~rough a·glass _darkly. s6 we mu~t walk by faith, .not 
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by sight. we cannot lean on ci~t own ~isdom .. None of this can be 
fully, satisfactorily explained to ahy of you. But you _cannot 
lose. your faith. 

The only. other thing I really wa:nt to say to you is 
that thro~ghout all your grief and mourning, an9. eve·n. in your 

. che __ ers and your renewal and your. determination ·t-o ·get on with 
your lif~ arid get this school.back to~ether arid show people-~hat 
you ~re, there is somethini'else you -can ~o, and something I 
believe tha't you should do -- foi- yourselves. and your friends, to 
make sure they will be rememb~red; tvery sp~cial one of them. 

Y.our tragedy·, though. it j_'~:. unique in .its magni tud~, is, 
as you know so well, not an isoiated .. event·.' Hillary mentioned 
-ther~ was ~nether school shooting in Atl~~i~ today. Thank!~lly, 
the injuri~s to. the students don•i s~em to be li~~-threatening. 
But there were several last _year which .did_ claimlives. 

' ' ·. ·.·. . . ,· :. . ' - ·. . . ' ... ' 

We know somehow _that what happened to you has pierced 
the _soul of Ame.rica. And it qi ves you' ·a charic~ ·to. be heard 'in a 
way· no one else can be heard _...:..by ·the. President and by ordinary . 
people in eve·ry communi tv· in this. country. You. can help us to · 
build a bstter future for all our ~hildren, a f~ture where hatred 
and distrust no longer distort ~he mind or harden the-heart. A 
future where what we h~ve in common is~ far more .i~portant than 
what divides us. A future where pir~nts·~nd c~ildren are more 
fully invcilved in each other's lives; in which th~y share hopes· 

. and dreams, love and resp~ct, a s:trong sen·se of right. and wrong. 
A future where students resp-ect ea<;:h 'other even if they all 
belorig to different groups, or come from different faiths, or 
races,· or backgrounds~ A ·future where s·chools and houses of 
worship, and communities, are literally connected t6 all our 
children. A future where· society.guards our c~il~ren better 
against violent influences and.weapo~s that can bre~k _the dam of 

·decency and humanity in the most vulnerable of children. 

. .one thing I would like to,share.with you that. I 
_personally believe verV much: . these d.ark forces that take over 
peop:le and make them murder. ai:·~ th·e e~tre111e manifestation of .. :fear 
and rage with which every human being has· to do combat. T_he . 

·_older you. get, tbe ~ore you'll know:that a• great d~al of life ii 
the struggle-against every.person•s own· smallness and fear and· 
~nger ~- and.a continuing ~ffoit no:t.to' blame ·other people for 
our own shortcomings or our fears.'•' .. ' . ' . . 

' . . . . . ' ' . :. •, < . . . :.' . . ~ . . . . \ ~. \ . 
~· ' . . . . . ..... . 

·.We e,.annot 'do what:'.we. need. to :do . in America unless. every . 
person is committed to, doiri~ som~~hing bettei and different :in 
every w.alk of life, beginning ·wfth parents· and students and· going 

MORE' ;·.· 

. : ... 



' I 

,·. 

8. -: .. 

all the .'way. t.o' the. White House-:- For the stru'ggl'e to· be. human is 
som~thing that must b~ a d~ily ~ource ,of joy to 'you;~ so you can 
get rid· of your ·fears and let g6.of your rage( ~n~_minimize the 
chance that so~ething ~ike.this·will. happen again~· 

. Because of what you have en.dured; you can help. us build 
that ·kind of fu~ure, as virtually no one else. ca~. You can reach 
across all the poli~ical and r~ligious and racial and cultural 
lines that divide us. You .have already· touched our hearts. · You 
have provoked Hillary and me an'd the· vice Presi·dent and Mrs, Gore 
to r~ach out across America to latinch a natioh~l- grass-ioots . 
campaign against viole~c~· directed ~g~inst· youn~ p~ople. You can 
be a part of that,... · 

You ·can giv~·us ·a culture of values instead of a 
culture of. violence. You' ·can help us to keep guns out of -the 
wrong hands. Yo~ c~n-help ·US to make sute kids who are in 
trouble -- ~nd ther~ will al~ays .be some are identified early 
and reached and helped. You can ·help us do this.· 

Two days·· from now, .. you're going to have your . 
commencement. It will be bittersweet. It will certainly be 

. different for those of you :Who. are graduating than YOU. thoug_ht it . 
was. going to be when· you were freshmen. . But, .. as I unders.tan'd it,·. 
there wiil be some· compensat.ions. · · Even your·· arch~rivals at 
Chatfield will be cheering you· on. · .When you hear those people 
~heer for you, I watit you to hear the voice of Am~rica, because 
America will be cheering.you· on. And remember that :a 
commenceme'11t ·is not an end;. it is a beginning. · 

. You've· got to help us here. Take care of·yourselves 
and your families. first. Take care of the school next. But 
remember, .. you .can· help. Ame:rica heal, and in so doing you will 
speed the p~ocess of healing.for. yourselves. 

' . . . 

This is a very .great country~ It is embodied in this 
very great community, in this vefy great school, ~ith th~se · 

. wonderful teachers .and children··and parents. But the problem 
which cam.e to the awftil conclusion you faced here is ·a: demon we. 
have to do. more to· fight. ':And what ·I want to ·tell you is., ·we can 

tog_ether .-
. c 

. I close here with this story. . My wife and I, and our 
daughter have been blessed to khow many magnificent people 
because th~ American people qa~e us a chande to serve in the 
whfte House .. · But. I think the person who's had·· the biggest 
'influence, on. me' is ·the· man who is about .to' ·retire. as. the' 
p·resid'ent of south Africa;_, Nelson .Mai1dela. 

• ';tl·. . . ' ·' ,, 
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He; is SQ yeari old, he serv~d 27 years in prison. For 
14 years·, he never had a- bed to sleep on. He spent most of his 

. years ·breaking rocks every: day. ·.And he told me once about his 
experience. And I asked him: · How did you let· go of your hatred? 
How did you learn to-influence· other:peo~le? How did ydu embr~ce 
all .the. differences in; literall~; ih~ ,c~nturies of oppression 

. and disc'ord in your country and let a lot of ·it go away? How_ did 

.you -ge~ over that.in prison? Didri't yo~ really h~te them?·, 

And he said~ I did hate them· for quite a .long_ while: 
After all·, look what they took from me ~- 27~years. of my life: I 
was ·abused physically and·emotiohally. They se~arated me from my 
wife· and it eventually· destroyed my marriage.. They took me ·away 
from. my. children and ·I _could not even .sE!e. them·· grow up. - And I 
was full of hatred and an~er. _ -• 

And he said: Ohe day I'was breaking rocks and. I 
-:~eali~ed they had taken so much. 'And they could t~ke eveiything 
· .. from me exce~t m~ ~ind and iny he~rt .. Those things I ~auld have 

to ~iva a~ay. I decided not to give them away. 
. . 

I see he.re today· that you have decided not to give your 
mind and your heart away~ ·I ask yo~ now fo share it with all 
your fellow· Americans.: 

We love you, and we _need you. 

Thank you, and God bless·iou._ (Appl~use.) 
.. 

5:08 P.M. MDT 
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INSERT ON SCHOOL SHOOTING 

I have just met with my foreign policy team. But 

before I speak about the situation in Kosovo, I want to say 

a few words about school violence. As you know, in a 

few mom~nts I am leaving for Littleton, Colorado to meet 

with the students and families of Columbine High School. 

The news this morning of a scpool shooting, this one in 

Rockdale County, in suburban Atlanta, is deeply troubling· . 

to me and. to all Americans. We thank God that the 

injuries to the students do not appear to be life-. . . 

. threatening. This incident should underscore how 

important it isthat all·Americans come together in the 

face of these eyents to protect our young people from 

violence. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning ladies and gentlemen. I 
have just met with my foreign policy team, but before I speak on 
the situation in Kosovo, I want to say a few words about school 
violence. As all of you know, in a few moments I am leaving for 
Littleton, Colorado where Hillary and I will meet with students 
and families from Columbine High School. 

The news this morning of another school shooting, this 
one in Rockdale County in suburban Atlanta, is deeply troubling 
to me, as it is to all Americans. 

We thank God that the injuries to the students do not 
seem to be life threatening. This incident, again, should 
underscore how profoundly important it is that all Americans come 
together in the face of these events to protect all of our 
children from violence. 

There is debate going on in the Senate today relavant 
to that, and we must press ahead aggressively with the national 
campaign that we met about here a week ago Monday. We have got 
to do this. 

The national security team has just briefed me on what 
has been accomplished to date in Kosovo by the air campaign, on 
the progress of our diplomacy with our allies in Russia, on the 



humanitarian situation on the ground. I want to speak about some 
of the recent developments, but first I want to say a word about 
oneJperson who has been critical to our efforts in Kosovo, and 
indeed, to our entire national security program. I am pleased to 
announce that I have nominated General Hugh Shelton to a second 
term as Chairman of the Joint Cheifs of Staff. 

Over the last two years he has provided extraordinary 
leadership, unwavering dedication to our men and women in 
uniform, unstinting efforts on behalf of military readiness and 
modernization. Our nation is fortunate that this critical post 
will continue to be filled by someone of his experience, ability 
and character. 

Now he also has, as all of you have noticed, great 
stature. We were joking in there a few moments ago, in a 
situation that is not really funny, that we had a vote about 
whether I should renominate General Sheltoni and Secretary Cohen, 
Secretary Albright, Mr. Berger and I voted for it and he voted 
against it. But we overruled him and he's going to serve another 
term. 

Let me say that our effort in Kosovo was strengthened 
by the vote in the House of Representatives to approve the 
supplemental funding we requested last month. It is absolutely 
imperative that the Senate follow suit without delay. The 
measure will allow us to keep bringing aid to the refugees until 
they go home,' to help the neighboring countries feeling the brunt 
of the crisis. Most important, it will give our military what it 
needs to see its mission through while maintaining the readiness 
of our forces around the world. 

As all of you know, there are some things in the bill 
tha.t I did not support, but it is terribly important that this 
aid be released as soon as possible to those other countries and 
to the refugees, and that we get the support for the military. I 
will sign the bill as soon as it gets here, and it is important 
that it be passed without delay. 

Now, let me again say what we are doing. The refugees 
must go home with security and self government. The Serbian 
forces must leave Kosovo. An international security force with 
NATO at its core must deploy to protect people of every ethnicity 
and faith in Kosovo. On this, our country is speaking with a 
single voice, as we see by the strong bipartisan support for the 
measure. 

From the beginning we have said that we believe that a 
peaceful resolution that meets these ~onditions would serve our 
interests, and we will continue to pursue one with our allies and 
with Russia. We will also continue our military campaign until 
the conditions are met. I believe the campaign is working. Each 
day we hear reports of desertions in the Serbian Army, dissension 
in Belgrade, unrest in Serbian communities. President Milosevic 



should know that he cannot change the fundamental terms that we 
have outlined, because they are simply what is required for the 
Kosovars to go home and live in peace. 

The question is not whether ethnic cleansing will be 
reversed, but how much of the military will be destroyed because 
of his intransigence along the way? How much damage will be done 
to Serbia because of his delays? NATO is united in our 
determination to persist as long as it takes to achieve these 
goals. 

Let me just make one other point about Kosovo. In the 
last few days we have seen more disturbing evidence of the 
atrocities committed against innocent Kosovars, including some of 
the first photographic proof of massacres of unarmed people. In 
trying to divert attention from these crimes Serbian forces are 
only committing more by placing civilians around military 
targets. It's like pushing someone in front of an on-coming 
train, and then trying to blame the train for running them over. 
We will not allow this cruel tactic to deceive or divert us from 
our goal. We need to stay focused and patient in pursuit of our 
simple objective, to defend the right of a people to exist on 
their land without being subject to mass expulsion and mass 
murder. 

With continued support from Congress and the American 
people that is exactly what we intend to do. Thank you very 
much. 

-END-

10:55 A.M. EDT 
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This has been a long, difficult month for them, for 

you and for all America. Today, as you know, we got 

word of another shooting, this one in suburban Atlanta. 

We thank God that the injuries to the students do not · 

appear to be life-threatening. If anyone knows the pain 

that their community. will endure in the wake of this 

terrible act, it is all of you. 
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This has been a long, difficult month for them, for 

you and for all America. Today, as you know, we got 
' ' 

word of another shooting, this one in suburban Atlanta. 

We thank God that the injuries to the students do not 

appear to be life-threatening. If anyone knows the pain 

that their community will endure in the wake of this 

terrible act, it is all of you. 

You have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. 

You've lost friends, and family, and a certain kind of 

innocence that no young person should have to part with 

so soon or so suddenly. And what you're left with is a lot. 

of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to. 

some of the easy answers, but ultimately, we don't really 

understand much beyond how badly we feel. 
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Lately I've been thinking of an old hymn I useq to hear in 

Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we know all about it. 

Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my 

brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further along we'll 

understand why." 

You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, 

and there's little I can add to the many thoughts and 

prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the 

world. But I have come to Colorado because I want you 

to know how much America cares about you, and how 

· very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of 

incident is like a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it 

can also illuminate. 
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When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a 

community that looks like our own; and we know that if 

acts of·evil can happen here, they can happen elsewhere. 

But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound 

and strong. I think most Americans would hope that if 

they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they 

would respond with the same compassion and courage. 

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in 

the sunshine, moving forward. You've returned to 

school. You've returned to sports, like the remftrkable 

Girls' Soccer team I've heard so much about. Even 

though you didn't win the championship, the important 

thing is that you were out there playing. 
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All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the 

future, whether it's commencement and college or, right 

now,'just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary 

things, the stuff of life, and that's what they are; but un~er 

the circumstances, they take an effort that is truly 

extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened,.you 

have reached within yourselves and summoned what is 

best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of 

what you've done. 

I think what has impressed me the most these past 

weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. It is a 

remarkable thing. 
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Just watching these events on television, or reading about 

them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to 

their foundations. And still -- despite all you've endured 

-- you still believe in the goodne~s and grace of a loving 

God. The rest of us can see how your faith anchors you. 

It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, 

and a powerful thing to behold. 

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in -

mourning, and that's going to hurt for a long time. But 

while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and -­

more important -- we can act. 
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There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to 

. honor the lives you have lost, than to use what you have 

learned to create a better future. A future where hatred 

and distrust no longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. 

A future where what we have in common is more 

important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of 

our full potential as individuals, as communities, and as a 

nation. If you build that future, it would be the most 

powerful monument you could make to th~ lives you've 

lost. 

Across America, we've already started building that 

better future. You've had a lot to do with that. I'm not 

sure if you ·know how true that is. 
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You're at the epicenter of an enormous shockwave, and 

it's changing a lot of the American landscape -- the way 

we think about our schools, our families, ourselves. 

You've touched our hearts and stirred us to action. 

We've even set up a national campaign to make sure we 

seize this moment and make it a time of real and lasting 

change. ·1 know that after meeting all of you, I'll return to 

Washington even more convinced that there is more we 

must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture 

of values; more we must do to keep guns out of the ·wrong 

hands; and more we must to do ensure that every 

vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they 

need. 
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Two days from now is Columbine's comm~ncement. 

. I know it will be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped 

it would be when you first walked through those doors as 

freshmen. For one thing, you couldn't have imagined 

that your rivals at Chatfield would be -chee~ing you on. 

Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or 

three -- to go, I urge you to thil)k of graduation day as 

another important step you take together, walking in that 

sunshine, moving forward through life's journey. In the 

Book of Isaiah, it says: "Your sun shall set no more, and 

your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a 

light to you forever, and your days of mourning shall be 

ended." Thank you and God bless you. 
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This has been a long, difficult month for them, for 

you and for all America. Today, as you know, we got 

word of anqther shooting, this one in suburban Atlanta. 

We thank God that the injuries to the students do not 

appear to be life-threatening. If anyone knows the pain 

that their community will endure in the wake of this 

terrible act, it is all of you. 

You have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. 

You've lost friends, and family, and a certain kind. of 

innocence that no young person should have to part with 

so soon or so suddenly. And what you're left with is a lot 

of unanswered questions. There may be some, truth to 

. . 

some of the easy answers; but ultimately, we don't really 

understand much beyond how badly we feel. 
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Lately I've been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in 

Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we know all about it. 

Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my 

brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further along we'll 

understand why." 

You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, 

and there's little I can add to the many thoughts and 

prayers that, I hope, have reached you from a~ound the 

world. But I have come to Colorado because I want you 
' 

to know how much America cares about you, and how 

very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of 

incident is like a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it 

can also illuminate. 
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When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a 

community that looks like our own; and we know that if 

acts of evil can happen here, they can happen elsewhere. 

But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound 

and strong. I think most Americans would hope that if 

they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they 

would respond with the same compassion and courage. 

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in 

the sunshine, moving forward. You've returned to 

school. You've returned to sports, like the remarkable 

. Girls' Soccer team I've heard so much about. Even 

though you didn't win the championship, the important 

thing is that you were out there playing. 
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All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the 

future, whether it's commencement and college or, right 

now, just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary 

things, the stuff of life, and that's what they are; but under 

the circumstances, they take an effort that is truly 

extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened, you 

have reached within yourselves and summoned what is 

best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of 

,what you've done. 

I think what has impressed me the most these past 

weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. It is a 

remarkable thing.· 
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Just watching these events on television, or reading about 

them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to 

their foundations. And still-- despite all you've endured 

-- you still believe in· the goodness and grace of a loving 

God. The rest of us can see how your faith anchors you. 

It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, 

and a powerful thing to behold. 

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in 

mourning, and that's going to hurt for a long time. But 

while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and --

more important -- we can act. 
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There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to 

· honor the lives you have lost, than to use what you have 

learned to create a better future. A future where hatred 

and distrust no longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. 

A future where what we have in common is more 

important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of 

our full potential as individuals, as communities, and as a 

nation. If you build that future, it would be the most 

powerful monument you could make to the lives you've 

lost. 

Across America, we've already started building that 

better future. You've had a lot to do with that. I'm not 

sure if you know how true that is. 
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You're at the epicenter of an enormous shockwave, and 
' 

it's changing a lot of the American landscape-- the way 
. . 

we think about our schools, our families, ourselves. 

You've touched our hearts and stirred us to action. 

We've even set up a national campaign to make sure we 

seize this moment and make it a time of real and lasting 

change. I know that after meeting all of you, I'll return to 

Washington even more convinced that there is more we 

must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture 

of values; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong 

hands; and more we must to do ensure that every 

vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they 

need .. 
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Two days from now is Columbine's commencement. 

I know it will be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped 

it would be when you first walked through those doors as 

freshmen. For one thing, you couldn't have imagine~ 

that your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on. 

Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or 

three -- to go, I urge you to think of graduation day as 

another important step you take together, walking in that 

sunshine, moving forward through life's journey. In the 

Book of Isaiah, it says: "Your sun shall set no more, and 

your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a 

light to you forever, and your days of mourning shall be 

ended." Thank you and God bless you. 
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson 
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families 
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church. l~,ie4~ ~ f4t.u 
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This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all ofyou and for all America. You <S~·A-iC~ • 

have suffered losses ofthe most terrible kind. You've lost friends, and family, and a cert~in kind ~~1tc44c.J. 
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what ~~ 
you're leftwith is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy p.tt..''1-~ 
answers, but ultimately, we don't really understand much beyond how badly we feel. Lately I've ~"'(;~hJ 
been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we know all .'~ ~ 1 

about it. Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. :t;,+ ~ 1 

Further along we'll understand why." -u ~ · 
..1 

You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there's little I can add to the 
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have 
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much America cares about you, and how 
very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of incident is like a flash oflightning: it 
can blind us, but it can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a 
community that looks like our own; and we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can . 
happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound and strong. I think 
most Americans would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they would 
respond with the same compassion and courage. 

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in the sunshine, moving forward. You've 
returned to school. You've returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls' Soccer team I've heard 
so much about. Even though you didn't win the championship, the important thing is that you 
were out there playing. All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the future, whether it's 
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commencement and college or, right now, just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary 
things, the stuff of life, and that's what they are; but under the circumstances, they take an effort 
that is truly extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened, you have reached within 
yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of what 
you've done. 

I think what has impressed me the most these past weeks is the way you have held fast to 
your faith. It is a remarkable thing. Just watching these events on television, or reading about 
them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to their foundations. And still -- despite all 
you've endured-- you still believe in the goodness and grac.e of a loving God. The rest of us can 
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a 
powerful thing to behold. 

I know many ofyou are still hurting. You are in mourning, and that's going to hurt for a 
long time. But while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and -- more important -- we 
can act. There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to honor the lives you have lost, than 
to use what you have learned to create a better future. A future where hatred and distrust no 
longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. A future where what we have in common is more 
important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of our full potential as individuals, as 
communities, and as a nation. If you build that future, it would be the most powerful monument 
you could make to the lives you've lost. 

Across America, we've already started building that better future. You've had a lot to do 
with that. I'm not sure if you know how true that is. You're at the epicenter of an enormous 
shockwave, and it's changing a lot of the American landscape-- the way we think about our 
schools, our families, ourselves. You've touched our hearts and stirred us to action. We've even 
set up a national campaign to make sure we seize this moment and make it a time of real and 
lasting change. I know that after meeting all of you, I'll return to Washington even more 
convinced that there is more we must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture of 
values; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong hands; and more we must to do ensure 
that every vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they need. 

Two days from now is Columbine's commencement. I know it will be bittersweet-- not 
everything you hoped it would be when you first walked through those doors as freshmen. For 
one thing, you couldn't have imagined that your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on. 
Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -- to go, I urge you to think of 
graduation day as another important step you take together, walking in that sunshine, moving 
forward through life's journey. In the Book oflsaiah, it says: "Your sun shall set no more, and 
your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light to you forever, and your days of 
mourning shall be ended." Thank you and God bless you. 
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me to join you here in Jefferson County, to talk and to 

listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to 

thank the families we met with earlier today at the Light 

of the World Catholic Church. 
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Txhis has been a long, difficult month for them, for all,;.Q_ 

of you and for all AmericiY ou have suffered losses of 

the most terrible kind. You've lost friends, and family, 

and a certain kind of innocence that no young person 

should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And 

what you're left with is a lot of unanswered questions. 

There may be' some truth to some of the easy answers, but 

ultimately, we don't really understand much beyond how 

badly we feel. Lately I've been thinking of an old hymn I 

used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we 

know all about it. Further along we'll understand why. 

Rise up, my brothers,· artd walk in the sunshine.· Further 

along we'll understand why." 
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You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, 

and there's little I can add to the many thoughts and 

prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the 

world. But I have come to Colorado'because I want you 

to know how much America cares about you, and how 

very much we have learned from all of you. This kind of 

incident is like a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it 

can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, 
. ~ 

• 

many of us see a community that looks like our own; and 

we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can 

happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is 

fundamentally sound and strong. I think most Americans 

would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you 

have faced, they would respond with the same 

compassion and courage. 
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Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in the 

sunshine, moving forward. You've returned to school. 

You've returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls' 

Soccer team I've heard so much about Even though you 

I 

. didn't win the championship, the important thing is that 

you were out there playing. All of you, in your own 

ways, are looking toward the future, whether it's 

commencement and college or, right now, just a summer 

job. These may sound like ordinary things, the stuff of 

life, and that's what they are; but under the circumstances, 

· they take an effort that is truly extraordinary. Even 

though the worst has happened, you have reached within 

yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of 

you-- and you should be proud of what you've done. 

'4 



I think what has impressed me the most these past 

weeks is the way you have held fast to your faith. It is a 

remarkable thing. Just watching these events on 

television, or reading about them in the papers, a lot of 

people .have been shaken to their foundations. And still --

despite all you've endured-- you still believe in the 

goodness and grace of a loving God. The rest of us can 
. . 

see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and 

sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a powerful thing 
. . 

to behold. 

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in 

mourning, and that's going to hurt for a long time. But 

while we mourn, we can also learn. 
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We can learn .and -- more important -- we can act. There 

is no better way to transcend this tragedy' or to honor the. 

lives you have lost, than to use what you have learned to 

create a better future~ A future where hatred and distrust 

no longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. A future 

where what we have in common is more important than 

what drives us apart. A future worthy of our full potential 

as individuals, as communities, and as a nation. If you 

build that future, it would be the most powerful 

monument you could make to the lives you've lost. 

Across America, we've already started building that 

better future. You've had a lot to do with that. I'm not· 

sure if you know how true that is. 
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You're at the epi~·enter of an enormous shockwave, and 

it's changing a lot of the American landscape -- the way 

we think about our schools, our families, ourselves. 

You've touched our hearts and stirred us to action. We've 

even set up a national campaign to make sure we seize 

this moment and make it a time of real and lasting change. · 

I know that after meeting all of you, I'll return to 

Washington even more convinced that there is more we 

must do to replace the culture of violence .with a culture of 

values; more we must do to keep guns out ofthe wrong 

hands; and more we must to do ensure that every 

I 

vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they 

need. 
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Two days from now is Columbine's commencement. 

I know it will be bittersweet -- not everything you hoped 

it would be when you first walked through those doors as 

freshmen. For one thing, you couldn't have imagined that 

your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on. Even 

for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -

- to go, I urge you to think of graduation day as another 

important step you take· together, walking in that 

sunshine, moving forward through.life'sjoumey. In the. 

Book of Isaiah, it says: "Your sun shall set no more, and 

your· moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light 

to you forever, and your days of mourning shall be 

ended." Thank you and God bless you. 
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson 
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families 
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church. 

This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You 
have suffered losses of the most terrible kind. You've lost friends, and family, and a certain kind 
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what 
you're left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy 
answers, but ultimately, we don't really understand much beyond how badly we feel. Lately I've 
been thinking of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we know all 
about it. Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. 
Further along we'll understand why." 

You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there's little I can add to the 
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have 
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much America cares about you, and how 
very much we have learned from all of you .. This kind of incident is like a flash oflightning: it 
can blind us, but it can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a 
comrp.unity that looks like our own; and we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can 
happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound and strong. I think 
most Americans would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they would 
respond with the same compassion and courage. 

Like the hymn says: you are rising up, walking in the sunshine, moving forward. You've 
returned to school. You've returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls' Soccer team I've heard 
so much about. Even though you didn't win the championship, the important thing is that you 
were out there playing. All of you, in your own ways, are looking toward the future, whether it's 
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commencement and college or, right now, just a summer job. These may sound like ordinary 
things, the stuff of life, and that's what they are; but under the circumstances, they take an effort 
that is truly extraordinary. Even though the worst has happened, you have reached within 
yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of you -- and you should be proud of what 
you've done. 

I think what has impressed me the most these past weeks is the ~ay you have held fast to 
your faith. It is a remarkable thing. Just watching these events on television, or reading about 
them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to their foundations. And still -- despite all 
you've endured-- you still believe in the goodness and grace of a loving God. The rest of us can 
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a 
powerful thing to behold. 

I know manyofyou are still hurting. You are in mourning, and that's going to hurt for a 
long time. But while we mourn, we can also learn. We can learn and -- more important -- we 
can act. There is no better way to transcend this tragedy, or to honor the.lives you have lost, than 
to use what you have learned to create a better future. A future where hatred and distrust no 
longer distort the mind or corrupt the soul. A future where what we have in common is more 
important than what drives us apart. A future worthy of our full potential as individuals, as 
communities, and as a nation .. If you build that future, it would be the most powerful monument 
you could make to the lives you've lost. 

Across America, we've already started building that better future. You've had a lot to do 
with that. I'm not sure if you know how true that is. You're at the epicenter of an enormous 
shockwave, and it's changing a lot of the American landscape-- the way we think about our 
schools, our families, ourselves. You've touched our hearts and stirred us to' action. We've even 
set up a national campaign to make sure we seize this moment and make it a time of real and 
lasting change. I know that after meeting all of you, I'll return to Washington even more 
convinced that there is more we must do to replace the culture of violence with a culture of 
values; more we must do to keep guns out of the wrong hands; and more we must to do ensure 
that every vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they need. 

Two days from now is Columbine's commencement.. I know it will be bittersweet-- not 
everything you hoped it would be when you first walked through those doors as freshmen. For 
one thing, you couldn't have imagined that your rivals at Chatfield would be cheering you on. 
Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -- to go, I urge you to think of 
graduation day as another important step you take together, walking in that sunshine, moving 
forward through life's journey. In the Book oflsaiah, it says: "Your sun shall set no more, and 
your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light to you forever, and your days of 
mourning shall be ended." Thank you and God bless you. 
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson 
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families 
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church. 

This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You 
have suffered losses ofthe most terrible kind. You've lost friends, and family, and a certain kind 
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what 
you're left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some truth to some of the easy 
answers} but ultimately, we don't really understand much beyond how badly we feel. It makes LMetc, ~ 
m.e think~ an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we know all about it. 
Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further 
along we'll understand why." 

You've heard a lot of condolences in the past month, and there's little I can add to the 
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have reached you from around the world. But I have 
come to Colorado because I want you to know how much America cares about you, and how 
very much we have learned from all ofyou. This kind of incident is like a flash oflightning: it 
can blind us, but it can also illuminate. When we look at Jefferson County, many of us see a 
community that looks like our own; and we know that if acts of evil can happen here, they can 
happen elsewhere. But we also see a community that is fundamentally sound and strong. I think 
most Americans would hope that if they had to face the terrible trials you have faced, they would 
respond with the same E_mpassio~ and coura§. · 

Like the hymn says, you are rising up, walking in the sunshine, moving forward. You've 
retur.ned to school. You've rel~Jtl:ed~orts like the remark le Girls' Soccer team Fffi.. ..P.k.e ~ 

so much about. ~~'~ lool<:lng tot e ture, towar commencement and beyond. 
ese may sound 1 e ordi ry things, the stuff of life, and that's that they are; but under the 

.J.k ~ circumstances, they take an ffort that is truly extraordinary. Eve though the worst has 
lM\ i~b(Q. 
;;;~VJ.L, 1 a~)~t!V 
;t\h\k ~ tt . . ' 
~~-,:rwz~~ to~~~~~~· 
·~~~~k..-~~· 
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happened, you have reached within yourselves and summoned what is best. I am proud of you -­
and you should be proud of what you've done. 

I think what has impressed me the most these past weeks is the way you have held fast to 
your faith. It is a remarkable thing. Just watching these events on television, or reading about 
them in the papers, a lot of people have been shaken to their foundations. And still -- despite all 
you've endured-- you still believe in the goodness and grace of a loving God. The rest of us can 
see how your faith anchors you. It strengthens and sustains you. It is a powerful thing, and a 
powerful thing to behold. 

I know many of you are still hurting. You are in mourning, and that's going t~ hurt for a 
long time. But while we mourn, we can also learn. And we can act. There is no better way to 
transcend this tragedy, or to honor the lives you have lost, than to stay focused on your future, 
and all the ways you can make it a better one. You can coa.~ show us, as you have in 
recent weeks, that no divisions are so wide they cannot be . You can continue to 
demonstrate how much we have in common with people we might once have thought were so 
different. And you can help us change this culture of violence -- and build in its place a culture 
of values that we will be proud to pass on to future generations. 

,_/ 

Across America, we've already started building that better future. You've had a lot to do 
with that. I'm not sure if you know how true that is. You're at the epice;;1er of an enormous 
shockwave, and it's changing a lot of the American landscape-- the way we think about our~ 
schools, our families, ourselves. You've touched our hearts,....shakea-us flam slumbrn:T and stirred 
us to action. We've even set up a national campaign to make sure we seize this moment and 
make it a tim~eal and lasting change. I know that after visiting you, I'm going to return to 
Washington "'ffirconviction thatthere is more we must do to change the culture of 
violence; mor we must do to keep guns out of the wrong hands; and more we must to do ensure 
that every vulnerable child is identified early, and gets the help they need. 

In two days, I understand, is Columbine's commencement. I know it will be' a bittersweet 
occasion -- not everything you hoped it would be when you first walked through those doors as 
freshmen. For one thing, you couldn't have imagined that your rivals at Chatfield would be 
cheering you on. Even for those of you who have another year or two -- or three -- to go, I urge 
you to think of graduation day as another important step you take together, walking in that 
sunshine, moving forward through life's journey. In the Book oflsaiah, it says: "Your sun shall 
set no more, and your moon no more withdraw; for the Lord shall be a light to you forever, and 
your days of mourning shall be ended." 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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I want to thank everyone here for inviting Hillary and me to join you here in Jefferson 
County, to talk and to listen and to spend time with you. I particularly want to thank the families 
we met with earlier today at the Light of the World Catholic Church. 

This has been a long, difficult month for them, for all of you and for all America. You 
have suffered losses ofthe most terrible kind. You've lost friends, and family, and a certain kind 
of innocence that no young person should have to part with so soon or so suddenly. And what 
you're left with is a lot of unanswered questions. There may be some-truth to some of the easy 
answers, but ultimately, we don't really understand much beyond how badly we feel. It makes '~ 
me think of an old hymn I used to hear in Arkansas. It goes: "Further along we know all about it. ~ \~ 
Further along we'll understand why. Rise up, my brothers, and walk in the sunshine. Further · i 

along we'll understand why." · ~ --1. ~ ~ ~'~ 

You've heard a lot of condolences in th ast ~\~th, and there's little I can add to the 
many thoughts and prayers that, I hope, have rea ed you from around the world. But I have 
come to Colorado because I want you to know ho ~~~~much 
America cares, and how very much we have {\).lea from all of you. This kind of incident is like 
a flash of lightning: it can blind us, but it can also illuminate. What we have seen is a 
community that looks, for so many of us, like our own. We have seen a community that is 
sound, and strong; a community that, as you have made clear in recen~ weeks, is on the road to n , • l 
recovery. ~~ ()aN"\.,.r-..h.'f{ \"-~~ ~ 'S'':.t-~.A~ \...\~ '\~- ~ <~JS\),f) ~~ rv 
~~ ~N:> ~ ~~\. 'N::>~ -1-\v\. '\: ~~\f' ~~ ~ ~'-~. ~~ !l\s_;6).~ 

I think what has impressed us the most is that you have never, ever lost faith. I am ~~· v\'\ ~ 
~- moved by the power of your faith and by the profound lesson you have taught every one of us: '-1 ()~. J 
~ ~ that even when the wor~t happens, we can reach within and summon what is best. That is what· \..o ~ 
)\~ \.' the students ofColumbme have shown the world, and I am so very proud of you. · ·.,, 

~J! 

~~ 
~ 

. ~~ inner'St~th is something a~Amenc~~s can·dra.)Y,.UPf~and~~et~in~w~- ca~!,l 
see, m the signs of hope and health'and heahng all arou.tfd·yo~m this, commun!~That cl<(~s11'~' 
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You've returned to school; returned to sports, like the remarkable Girls' Soc2te.,; i'm hearing 
so much about; and you're looking ahead, toward commencement and ~beyond. These are 
ordinary things, the stuff of life; but when they require the sort of courage and compassion that r::· 
you have shown every day, then they are truly extraordinary. \ 

-\~ It isfot too soon, I think, for us all to draw some~ssons from your experience,(Or"!o be 
'-...)~.. ( enriched .b~ ~our exampl~. . · ge er as ~ou have n rece?t week~~ounave·-sho~ us 

5:..:;::_ that l!Q. diV1Sl6hs.J!.J::e_so.wide-that-the :Ecannot-be-bndged·.-By- · achmg-out,-yoh:have-shown-h~ -,....__·? 
S. '-J -d' fi1UZh.w.cll.w.e-i · · ommon-w.ith..pe0ple-: e-might-have-theY.ght e diffeFsnt.'\Aild-oy '\ 
'\:) "'::;,~ reaffirming your · th, by elevating a cult e of values above the c~1tl,lre of violen'c~, you have \ 

shown above all tha he best way to transc~agedy, the best way to honor the lives we have 
lost, is to move ahead d build a better future. 

r--.. 

~.-------Thatis-whaf.~ColOratlo. The blue-and-silver ribbons I have seen ., ~~ 
everywhere are a telling symbol that everyone is pitchin~in, providing for the wounded, creatin~ \#, /'~f: 
scholarships, investing in your future. ~ v1f~ 

And that is what we have seen across America, where the lessons of Columbine are being 
heard and heeded: in Hernando County, Florida, where a seventh-grader has started a group 
called Students Against Violence Everywhere ... In Leonia, New Jersey, where the community 
has come together to create a new, more nurturing environment for its children ... In Westfield, \ \ 
Indiana, where students are signing pledges, committing themselves to non-violence. Across our 'l 
country, the message of the American people have heard your voices, and our response is clear: 
we say, Columbine, you have touched our hearts, you have shaken us from slumber, you have 
stirred us to action. 

Many of you are familiar with the words of St. Francis of Assisi: "Lord, make me an . 

\ 

instrument of Thy Peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; Where there is despair, hop~ · \ 
where there is sadness, joy; where there is darkness, light." There has been too much darkness in f\Y 
Jefferson County, and in too many other communities. But today, there are signs oflight; so I "{)~f\, \ \_ 
ask all of you to keep illuminating our way along this difficult road, and to keep standing for ~ 1 . !\\1 
peace, and love, and hope, and joy. That is the best thing you can do for your school, for your \_\N ~( 
community, and for your country. \ \ , ~ 

I· Thank you and God bless you. ,..._' ~IL_'( 
, I 


