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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

SUBJECT: Using the Internet to Increase Adoptions

Technology will be an ever more important partner in achieving our national goals as we
approach the new millennium. New technological tools mean new opportunities for progress --

* helping us to strengthen the global economy, bolster public education, and improve the health of
* American families. Technology can also assist our continuing efforts to increase the number of

adoptions from our nation’s foster care system.

As we celebrate National Adoption Month, it is fitting that we reflect on the important
steps we have taken to strengthen our child welfare system and, specifically, to improve the
process of adoption. We have made it easier for families to adopt through the Family and
Medical Leave Act and tax credits. We have eliminated discrimination and delay based on race
and ethnicity. And, last year, we enacted the Adoption and Safe Families Act, tightening the -
time frame for decision-making and affirming that the health and safety of children in foster care
must always come first. ' :

We are making progress, but know that there is more work to be done. We know that
geographic and other barriers to adoption still exist. We also know that we must do a better job
in informing America’s families about the nearly 100,000 children that wait in foster care for
permanent, adoptive homes. To give those children the future they deserve, to give our families

the opportunity to provide them with happy, healthy homes, we must infuse the public child

welfare system with the power of technology.

Therefore, today I am directing the Secretary of Health and Human Services to work with
the States, courts, private agencies and other leaders to develop a plan for expanding use of the
Internet as a tool to find homes for children waiting to be adopted from the public child welfare
system. There are approximately 100,000 children in our country who everyday wait in foster
care for a permanent, adoptive home. Sharing information about children legally free for
adoption through a national Internet service could shorten the time needed to find them adoptive
families. Close consultation with the States will be necessary to take full advantage of the
Internet's potential to promote adoptions. The Secretary will report to me within 60 days with a
plan to carry out this consultation, identify important issues and strategies to address them, and
build on promising existing efforts.
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Bill and | get a lot of letters. Some ask me for advice on hairstyles. Others ask
him for golf tips. But the best letters are always from kids. 'l never forget the letter he
got from a young boy in lowa. It said, "Dear Mr. President, My name is Rollie. | like to

| play football and basketball. I've been waiting eight years for an adoptive family. I'm
hoping for a family with pets, a brother and a sister, and nice parents."

Thanks to a new law Bil signed this week, the Adoption and Safe Families Act

-of 1997, more children like Rollie will have their hopes fulfilled. This law holds out the

promise that all children in our foster care system will have a chance to find what every

child deserves -- loving parents and a safe, permanent home. |
Right now, there are half a million children in foster care. For most of them,

~ foster care is a safe haven on the road to a permanent home. Too many, however,

make countless detours along the way, shuffling from family to family, w1thout much

hope that they'll ever find parents to love and take care of them.

This new law will come to their aid. It is the direct result of the President's
commitment to improving the lives of all children. And it will help meet his goal of
doubling by the year 2002 the number of kids who are adopted or placed in
permanent homes each year. :

Here's what this legislation will do: -

-- With this law, the health and safety of children will always be the flrst priority.
The best chance children have in this life is with parents who love them -- and we must
always do our best to give them that. But we cannot ever leave children in unsafe
homes. Under this law, states will no longer be required to try to keep children with
parents who tortured, abandoned or chronically abused a child. When this happens, a
child will be on a fast track to a safe, permanent home. Furthermore, states will conduct ‘

“criminal background checks of prospective foster and adoptlve parents. _

. -- With this new law, foster care will become what it was always meant to be -- a
temporary refuge en route to a permanent home -- not a-place to grow up. For kids in
foster care, hearings determining their future will be sped up by at least six months. For
children who have been in foster care for 15 of the last 22 months, states must move
forward to terminate parental rightsexc\ept in narrowly specified circumstances. For
children who cannot be safely returned to their families, states must do all they can to
find a permanent place to call home. And states now will receive financial incentives to
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increase the number of foster care chlldren who are adopted each year -- espeC|aIIy
those with specual needs. :

- This new law removes another barrier -- it gets rid of the obstacles that keep
families from adopting children across state and county lines. It also tells children with
spééial needs: You will continue to have health insurance under Medicaid or the new
State Child Health Insurance Program. And it tells parents that our government will
work harder to strengthen families and prevent child abuse and neglect.

-- With this new law, we are going to demand accountability by basing state
performance on the only yardstick that matters: results. The Department of Health and
Human Services will develop an annual report card to show how states are measuring
up -- including the number of adoptions they've completed and the amount of time
children are staying in foster care. |

Regardless of age, religion or race, a|| the chlldren I've met over the years have
had one important thing in common: All of them needed parents in their lives.
Someone to pick them up when they've fallen. Someone to teach them right from
wrong. Someone to tuck them into bed at night. Someone simply to love them.

. , AOTWA +
’ It is for this reason that, for more than 25 years, I've done my best to call , r Wér
attention to children in foster care and to see to it these children are not lost in the tate

system and that those who cannot ever go home are freed for adoption.

| The landmark bill my husband signed will go a long way toward making sure
this happens. It's a historic opportunity -- one that couldn't have happened without
extraordinary bipartisan work from members of Congress in both houses.

But this new law will not solve all that ails our -child welfare system. Businesses
can make it easier for their employees to adopt a child. Religious leaders can help
spread the word about the joys of adoption. Parents thinking about adoption can
expand their search to reach out to kids in foster care.

That's what Bernell and Della Neal did -- again and again and again. This
week, the government honored them with a 1997 Adoption 2002 Excellence Award.
These parents have adopted 11 children, many with severe physical and emotional
needs. Though the Neals have faced tough cha'llenges, they have shown that nothing
is impossible. Their family motto is "There's'always room for one more."

' Because of this new law, that will be the motto for other famllles as well.
COPYRIGHT 1997 CREATORS SYNDICATE INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
November 18, 1997




F

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release , - o November 4, 1997 ©

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH, 1997

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

A PROCLAMATION

Most American children are blessed with loving, stable families. But, fragically, in our
country today there are.too many children whose parents are unwilling or unable to care for
them. While foster care offers these children a safe and nurturing temporary haven in their time
of greatest need, as many as 100,000 foster care kids will need permanent homes in the next few
years. Many of these children have special needs and require the security and stability of an
adoptive family to develop their full potent1a1.. Adoption allows these and other children to have
the permanent homes they deserve, and it enables many dedicated adults to experience the joys
and rewards of parenting. ' ' '

My Administration is working hard to find ways to help encourage adoption: On
December 14, 1996, 1 issued a Memorandum to the Secretaries of Health and Human Services,
the Treasury, Labor, and Commerce and to the Director of the Office of Personnel Management,
directing them to promote efforts to both increase the number of children who are adopted or
permanently placed each year and to move children more rapidly from foster care to permanent
homes. I also urged them to increase public awareness about the children wa1t1ng for permanent
families and to encourage all Americans to consider the rewards of adoptlon

I challenged the members of my Administration to work with States, communities; and
civic leaders to create a plan for doubling the number of adoptions and permanent placements for
children to 54,000 by the year 2002. And on February 14, 1997, the Adoption 2002 report,
outlining changes in policies and practices necessary to reach this goal, was released. Since then,
we have been actively implementing the recommen-dations included in the report, and States are
reviewing data and submitting numerical targets for adoption and guardianships
to be completed by the year 2002., The Office of Personnel Management has published a-guide
for Federal workers interested in adopting, and the Department of Health and Human Services is
preparing to make the first annual Adoption 2002 Excellence awards later this year. Finally, the
Congress is considering historic legislation that would provide the resources and statutory
authority for financial incentives, technical assistance, and improved judicial decision-making for




children in foster care.

As a Nation, we have before us an opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of
our most vulnerable children. We must continue to promote public awareness of the need for
adoptive families and to help families make the choice to provide loving, permanent homes for
the many children who otherwise must ¢ontinue to wait.- We must also strengthen our support of
those families who do choose to adopt As we observe National Adoption Month, we reaffirm
- our commitment to adoption as a new beginning for thousands of children, and we celebrate the
many American families who have embraced these children by acceptlng the rewards and
responsibilities of adoption. :

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1997 as National Adoption Month. I urge all Americans
to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities to honor adoptive families and to
participate in efforts to find permanent homes for waiting children. |

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of November, in

the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON -




AS PREPARED

'FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE W.K. KELLOGG FOUNDATION
FAMILIES FOR KIDS BY 2002 CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, DC -
JUNE 26, 1997

It is a pleasure to be in the company of so many men and women who have
contributed their talents and energies to the critical issue of adoption. Over the
years, the Kellogg Foundation has made an unparalleled commitment to improving
our foster care and adoption systems, and I am particularly grateful for the
Foundation’s: partrc1pat1on ina d1scuss1on I held at the White House last summer
about this subject : ' :

'Let me thank all of you 1nvolved with Kellogg and Families for Kids for your
leadership in drawing attention to the plight of hundreds of thousands of children
~across our country who are needlessly languishing in foster care -- and for serving

as models of what can be done to improve the child welfare system and bring more.
“hope and security to children so desperately in need of both

Not only are you heroes to countless children_who have benefited from your
efforts, you are breaking new ground for elected officials and policy makers -- in
Washington and elsewhere -- who have much to learn from your example.

" This conference could not be more timely. After years of inattention and
partisan politics, we are finally forging a bipartisan consensus on Capitol Hill that
could correct some of the most glaring flaws in the adoption process. Today we are
within reach of bringing some common sense and compass1on to an overburdened
understaffed and outdated foster care System.

Those of you who have worked on children’s welfare issues -- as I have for
the last 25 years -- have heard no shortage of stories about children who are shuttled
from one foster home to another during their formative years.

L

-t I'will never forget a case I handled about 15 yeérs ago in Arkansas.




I represented a couple who wanted to adopt a four-year-old boy who had been in
their foster care for three years. The boy had been badly neglected as a baby by his
biological mother, who had psychological problems. When he was less than a year
old, she turned him over to the local social service agency so she could follow a
boyfriend to another state. At that point, the baby showed all the symptoms of
severe mistreatment: he had gained little weight, he was unresponsive and he shied
away from human contact. : -

But in his foster family, he began to thrive. And his foster parents fell in love .
with him. Even though they had signed the customary state contract prohibiting
them from adopting him, they wanted to make him a permanent member of the1r
- family..

The state adoption agency refused their request. So the boy was going to be
taken from the security of the family he knew and turned over to strangers on some
adoption list. Meanwhile, the boy s birth mother filed sult to get him back, claiming
she had overcome her problems '

I argued on behalf of the boy’s foster parents that the best interests of the

* child should take precedence over both the birth mother’s claims of her biological
rights and the state’s claims to its contractual agreement. I asked the judge to allow
testimony from a child psychologist about the boy’s progress in his foster family
and about the possible consequences to his physical, intellectual and emotional
development if he was separated from them. The judge, who had children and
grandchildren of his own, didn’t think he had much to learn from these witnesses,
but he allowed them nonetheless. In the end, the psychologist’s testimony weighed
heavily in the judge’s determination to allow the foster parents to adopt the boy.

Just as often, however, the child’s best interests do not take precedence. And
this sad reality is repeated throughout our nation. Antiquated rules and rigid -
presumptions continue to deny countless children the lasting family connections
that can influence whether a child does well in school, stays away from drugs, and
goes on to become a respon51ble law-abiding adult.

Only recently have we begun to view issues regarding the health and safety
of children in foster care through a clear lens -- instead of a fog of dlstortlons and
political rhetoric over what constitutes real “family values.”




Clearly, no one wants children to be in situations where they are subjected to
abuse, torture, starvation or neglect. In'1973, when I was just entering the world of
children’s advocacy and the law, I wrote an article about children’s rights in family
situations -- particularly those that pose a threat to their health and safety. As
recently as a few years ago, some critics suggested that by a supporting a child’s
right to a loving family, I favored giving government more power to break up
biological families and giving children the right to bring trivial disputes with their
" parents -- like curfews or who takes out the garbage -- to court.

y Thankfully, those erroneous interpretations have given way to a clearer
consensus about which children should be placed back with their blologlcal parents
-- and which should not.

- We are begmmng to recognize that some parents simply are not capable of

. taking care of their own children -- and likely never will be. Think about Elisa
Izquierdo, the four-year-old girl in New York City who was found starved to death
in her family’s home last year; or five-year-old Richard Holmes who was
discovered earlier this year to have been tortured and abused in his own home in a
Maryland suburb.

Clearly, these children and others like them would be better off growing up
with the love and support of an adoptive family than with biological parents who
put them in harm’s way.

At the same time, we have to recognize that some parents who have had -

" problems with their children can learn to be respon31ble but need help in coping

~ with the stresses of parenthood and child-rearing. In these cases we must make sure
- that parents have the support and counseling they need. . '

Today, the House and Senate are considering bills.that would bring more
order, logic and compassion to the process.

~ Under both bills, “reasonable efforts” to return a child to his or her family
- would not be required in extreme cases such as torture, abandonment, physical or
ssexual abuse. Court hearings to determine the permanent placement of a child
- would be required within 12 months of his or her arrival in the foster care system, -
instead of the current 18 months. The hearings would be called “permanency
planning hearings” to make clear the goal of the proceedings. ‘ ’

3




. There are also provisions in the legislation to provide financial incentives to
states to increase the number of adoptions from the public child welfare system --
and particularly to increase the number of adoptions of special needs children.

These are important steps toward ensuring that children no longer languish
indefinitely in foster care. They are particularly critical for children who are
traditionally hard to place: those with disabilities, who are medically frail, have
siblings, or are minorities. As we embark on a national discussion about race
relations, which the President called for earlier this month, let us take special note
that a disproportionate number of children in foster care are African-American.
These children can bring boundless joy to families, and families can bring
boundless joy to them. But we have to work harder to ensure that these unions
happen. .

Let me be clear: The President is committed to worlking with Congress
to achieve the goals you and the Administration share and to find the fundmg
necessary to achieve the strongest adoptlon blll possnble '

Many provisions in the House and Senate bills'incorporate recommendations
made in Adoption 2002, a report prepared by the Department of Health and Human
Services in response to the President’s directive to identify barriers to adoption and
double the number of children placed annually in permanent homes by the year
2002. : :

Giving states flexibility to shorten the adoption process, highlighting
strategies that are working, and providing incentives to meet adoption goals -- all
part of the President’s action plan -- build on other Administration efforts.

| To break down financial, cultural and social barriers to adoption, the
Administration has made it illegal to deny or delay an adoption on the basis of race.
And the President has signed into law a $5,000 tax credit for families who adopt,
‘with an increase to $6,000 for families who adopt children with special needs.

The President’s chief concern has been -- and continues to be -- that no child
is deprived of a safe and permanent home for one day longer than necessary. As he
has said, he wants every state, every family court, every case worker in the country
to understand that children’ s health and safety must be paramount in resolving these
cases. :




He is determined to work across party lines, at every level of government and
with every sector of society, to give every child in America the secur1ty of a loving,
nurtur1ng and permanent home,

Yet while we all know that federal leadership is crucial, we also know that it
is not enough to bring about the sweeping change our child welfare system requires.

That’s where you come in.
y .

I want to commend the Kellogg Foundation for bringing together policy
makers, business and religious leaders, elected officials, judges,‘child advocates,
and foster and adoptive families here to discuss strategies to reduce the number of
children waiting to be adopted and to speed up the adoption process so that no child -

- lingers in foster care for more than one year.

[ also want to commend you for launching the Families for Kids initiative,
which has already produced tangible results in eleven sites around the country,
including;:

--providing counsehng for adoptive parents
--modernizing computer data :
“--bringing together churches to find permanent homes for foster. chlldren --
particularly special needs children
- -- making changes in the judicial system to address the needs of chlldren in
foster care.

As aresult of these and other efforts undetaken as part of Families for Kids,
7,000 children were placed in permanent families last year. Many promising new
- partnerships are underway. And there are important lessons that can be rephcated in
. every community and state cross our country

- Today, we understand even more about the urgency of this mission. As the
. White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning in April
made clear, children need love, nurturing, stimulation and security from the
moment they enter this world. Depriving them of consistency and permanence is
depriving them of the chance to achieve their God-given potential. |




At the same time, we must not overlook the critical difference that loving
parents can make in the lives of older children as well. Children of all ages can
benefit from the care and attention of a stable, loving family. And that’s why your
efforts are so crucial to bringing the best out in all of Amerlca s children, whether
they are 1nfants or adolescents.

I hope you will continue to lead our nation as we continue this important
work. As Americans, we live in the most prosperous country in the world. Our
economy is flourishing. We are known the world over for our compassmn and
- generous spirit.

'So let’s meet this test and show that we really do'stand for children. Let’s
give every child the gift of love that he or she deserves.

Thank you.

-
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The reality of foster care was brought home to Bill and me when we met a teenage boy at

the White House this w1nter Bill asked him where he was from “Fairfax County, the boy said.

When Brll asked where in the county, the boy shrugged and answered “All over

| Unfortunately, thousands of children in our foster care system today have similar stories
to tell. Because of the complex regulations, outdated assumptions, understaffed and
overwhelmed agencies of our child welfare system too many children spend their formative
years shuttllng from one foster home to another. Today, even children lucky enough to find
‘adoptive families will have waited an average of three years or more in a series of temporary

homes.

But that can change. The Senate and the House of Representatives are both considering

bills that will take important steps toward making sure that no child languishes in foster care.

Currently, a child’s case can drag on for years in the foster care system as authorities
make repeated attempts to reumte a child with his or her biological parents Often these parents,
for a variety of reasons, are unable to change the behavior that caused them to lose their child in
the first place If either bill becomes law, ¢ reasonable efforts to return a child to his or her
family would not be requlred in extreme cases such as torture abandonment, physical or sexual
abuse. Court hearings to determine the placement of a child would be required within 12 months
-- instead of the current 18 mionths -- of his or her arrival in the foster care system. To make .

clear their purpose, these hearings would be renamed “permanency planning hearings.”

~ Asachildren’s advocate and lawyer who has represented parents and children in their
struggles with the foster care system for. more than 25 years, I believe these steps are long

overdue. In 1973, wrote an article about children’s rights under the law, specifically their

i,




rights in family situations that pqée.séribus threats to their health and safety. Even a few years
ago, some con.éidered this view controvgrsial. Critics suggested that by s.uppovrting a child’s right
to a lqvin:g. family, I advocated giving government more power to break up biological families |
and giving children the right to bring t'rivial disputes with their parents -- such as bed time or

who takes out the garbage -- to court.

Tha.nkfﬁlly, that erroneous intérpretafion of my views has given way to a new bipartisan
consensus around the idéa that protecting our children from harm and working to provide them
with perrpanenﬂ loving families-- even whén that may entail separating them from their
bioiogical pafents —- should be a priority of our child welfare system. Finally, we are ;ecognizihg
that there are' parents who will never be able to care for their children. And, in order to secure a
foster child’s well-being and.stable_ development, we as a society haQ_e the_‘.responsibility to

_decide as quickly as possible whether a child can return home safely.

Many of the prov.isions in the House and Senate tgills reflect recommen'dations made in
Adoption 2002, a report prepared by the Department of Health and Human Services in response
to the President’s directive to identify the barriers to adoption and double the number of children

placed annually in permanent homes by theriyear‘2002.

Over the. years, my husband has dedicated a .gr'eat deal of time apd energy to improving
foster care and promoting adoption. As a result of the Administration’s efforts, it is now illegal
to deny or _delay>an adoption simply bécause thlé’ prospective parents and child are not of the
same race. Aﬁd last' year, the President signed into law a $5,000 tax credit to help families adopt

children.

Federal leadership is crucial, but it will take the commitment of people from all corners of |
' oﬁr country to bring about the sweeping change our child welfare sysfem requires. This week, I’ll
" be speaking at a national conference on adoption and child welfare reform sponsored by the

W K. Kellogg Foundation. . The conference will bring together business and religious leaders,

2




' - policy makers, elected officials, judges, child advocates, and foster and adoptive families to
discuss strategies to reduce the number of waiting children and limit the time a child spends in

foster care to no more than one year.

The Kellogg Foﬁndation.has been wbrking to reform child welfare systems in eleven
states and localities. Last year alone, the foundation helped find permanent families for 7,000
childrén. This was possible because the foundation worked with churches and mounted -
aggressive media campaigns to recruit prospective adoptive families. And they helpeci child
welfare agencies .refor'm case work proCedures, consolidate records, and mpdernize data'

“collection methods so that no child becomes lost in'the system.

Now we must build on their work. With thousands of children leading transient lives in
foster care, we cannot afford any more delays. We need to encourage Congress to pass the best

adoption bill possible. Thousands of innocent children are counting on us.

it
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
. AND THE FIRST LADY 4
AT PRESENTATION OF ADOPTION 2002 REPORT

T'He Oval Office

12:51 PM EST

_ MRS. CLINTON: I want to'welcome all of you to the White
House and wish you a happy Valentine's Day. I am.delighted that we
are holding this event on a day when we think about all kinds of -
love, and we are. gathered to announce a plan that we hope can bring
the love of a permanent family to the hundreds of thousands of
children waiting in our foster care system.

Two months ago the President directed Health and Human
Services Secretary Donna Shalala to investigate the barriers that
‘keep so-many of our children in the limbo of foster care. He asked -
the Secretary to report to him with specific recommendations on how
best to move children more rapidly from foster care to permanent
- homes, and how to meet a national goal of doubling the number of
children placed annually in permanent homes by the year 2002.

In a few minutes, Olivia Golden, Acting Assistant

Secretary of Health and Human Services, will present her department's
~ findings to the President. I'm very impressed by the hard work that

went into this report. It is based on extensive interviews, surveys
* and consultations with placement agencies, adoption and child welfare
advocates, and social workers nationwide. I'm particularly pleased
that careful attention was paid to the thoughts and observations of
adoptive and foster parents because they know better than anyone the
strengths and shortcommgs of our system. -




This report makes it very clear that foster care should
never be a permanent solution. No child should grow up in foster
care. Children deserve prompt, efficient decision-making from the
adults who serve them. They deserve schedules for permanent
placement that respect their developmental needs. And they deserve
federal leadership to make that happen. ' '

Ensuring.the safety and timely placement of a child with
a permanent loving family should be the mission of our foster care
system. - But for too many years this mission has been obscured as too
many children have literally grown up or spent the majority of their
childhoods in the system. They have led transient lives, moving from
one foster family to the next, experiencing few constants but growing
case files and dreams for permanent families. We can no longer
afford these delays. '

In recent years we have learned much about the
tremendous influence that adults caring for children in their
earliest years can have on their intellectual, neurological, and
emotional development. Children who have adults to talk to them,
read to them, make them feel secure and loved throughout their
earliest years will thrive. And we cannot afford to let any child
who could be in such a loving situation go without it.

That is why steps to secure permanent, safe, and lovihg
homes for children, whether they are with their biological families




or others, should begin as soon as a child enters the foster care
system, not after four days or five months or six years of shutthng
from placement to placement. :

We have é:lready witnessed important steps to remedy the
situation. Two years ago, the President and Congress made it illegal
to deny or delay an adoption simply because the adoptive parents and
children were not of the same race. Last year, the administration -
and Congress strengthened that legislation. The President also v
signed a $5,000 tax credit for families who adopt. And families who -
adopt children with special needs can receive $6, 000

Decorating the Oval Office today are valentmes created
by some of the 600 children waiting in Iowa in foster care. Each
valentine, sponsored by the Iowa Citizens Foster Care Review Board,
tells the story of a child waiting to be adopted. The paper hearts
- list the age the child came into the foster care system, the age the
child became free for adoption, and the number of days they have been
waiting for a family.

E\)ery year these valentines are placed on trees at the
Iowa State Capitol. This Valentine's Day, the children decided to
send their valentines to the-White House, as well. Some of them sent
letters to accompany their valentines -- letters such as this one:
"Dear President, my name-is Rollie. I am 12. I live in Iowa. I
 like to.play football and basketball. I've been waiting eight years
- for an adoptive family. I'm hoping for a family with pets, a brother
and a sister, and nice parents." :

Let's all work together so that Rollle and thousands of
~ other children waiting in foster care can see their dreams come true

Now, it is my great pleasure to introduce the acting
- Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services, 011v1a Golden, who
will tell us more about today's report.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY GOLDEN Mrs. Clmton thank you for
that introduction and for your leadership. And thank you, Mr.
President, for giving us the opportunity to be here today. Secretary
Shalala wished she could be here and it's an honor for me to be here
in her place.

Mr. President, in December you told us that you wanted -




to double the number of children who are adopted or permanently .
placed from foster care by the year 2002. You wanted to move
~ children more rapidly from foster care to permanent homes, and you

told us to come back in 60 days with a plan for how to doit. Let me
-tell you what we've done.

To preparé our report to you we consulted with leaders
in Congress, in state and local governments, child - welfare experts,
- community leaders and foster and adoptive parents. Hundreds of
people talked with us; 200 sent us letters. It was an enormously
exciting process, because what we heard was a sense of joy and
excitement from all over the country that under the leadership of the
President and the First Lady the nation was ready to join together to
address this issue. And we learned a tremendous amount from this-
process. What we learned from this consultation will guide our work
on this initiative and on all of our work with children in the child
welfare system.

So again, I want to thank you, Mr Pre51dent for the
: opportumty to do this work. :

The report, Adoption 2002, that I have the honor to
present today is an action plan to make sure that all of the 450,000
children in foster care have a real chance for a loving, permanent
~ home, and that we're able to meet the President's goal of doubling by
the year 2002 the number of chlldren adopted or placed in permanent
homes. :

Let'me give you just a few highlights of the report. '
The report begins with the 10 principles that we learned from our
* consultations and that will guide our work. The first, as the First
Lady said, is that every child deserves a safe, permanent family.
The report commits us to setting goals with every state to double =
adoptions by the year 2002. And for the first time that we know of
in federal child welfare spending, we've put dollars behind results,
paying for performance to make sure that states receive incentives if
they in fact move ahead on adoption.

The report proposes several major changes in federal
legislation to help more children find permanent homes and remove
procedural barriers. And it proposes targeted funding for states to
help them dismantle procedural and other barriers to permanency. ‘And
it proposes activities to break down racial and ethnic barriers to

adoption. And finally, the report proposes a comprehensive technical -

assistance plan to bring the best talent in the nation to help the-




courts, state child welfare agencies, community leaders to work
together. to ensure that children move promptly to a loving permanent
home

What we believe makes this exciting agenda possible is
the excitement we've heard from community leaders across the country
the partnership and commitment we've received from state and local
leaders -- we have support from seven governors for our goals
described in the report and we expect many more.

What makes it possible is bipartisan congressional
commitment; and, most of all, what makes it possible is the
leadersth that we've experienced and the nation has experienced from
the President and the First Lady. So it's a tremendous honor to be
able today to present to you Adoption 2002.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very-much. (Applause.)

Thank you very much, Olivia.. Ladies and gentlemen and
boys and girls, thank you all for being here. I also want to say a
special word of thanks to some members of Congress who are not here
today but who have done an enormous amount of work on this issue,
including Senators Rockefeller, Chafee and DeWine, and Congresswoman
Kennelly and Congressman Camp. :

Let me begin by also saying happy Valentine's Day. All
the kids look wonderful. The rest of us look all right, too --
(laughter) -- but the kids look especially wonderful.

I want to thank you, Olivia, for the work you've done. -
And I want to thank the First Lady for the work she has done on this
issue over more than 20 years now. I'll never forget the first
conversation we had, shortly we were married, about a case that she
had involving a child in foster care who wanted to become an adopted
child. I didn't know very much about it before then, and ever since
then this issue has been of consuming interest to me because of what
I learned through her. And I thank her for that.

- ‘We know that our children's fundamental well- -being

depends upon safety and stability; that without these, children have
a very hard time in this compllcated, challenging world of ours. We
know that far too many of our own children are indeed now in danger
in the homes in which they live. The public child welfare system was
created to provide a temporary haven for those children, but not to
let them languish forever in foster care.



As you heard Olivia say, we have nearly half a million
~of our children in foster care today. Nearly 100,000 will never
return to their original homes. Many of those ¢children still will .
~ never know what it's like to live in a real home until they grow up
and start their own families. But it does not have to be that way.
We can find adoptive and other permanent families for waiting
children like these fine children who have joined us today and the
children whose valentines you see hanging behind me and here in
front.

“In December I asked the Department of Health and Human
Services to come up with an aggressive legislative and administrative
strategy to double the number of children we move from foster care to
permanent homes annually by the year 2002, and to move them there
much more quickly. I'm proud to say that the Department went to work
to produce this blueprint for achieving our goal. . '

Now we have to move quickly to put this plan into
action, so that no child is deprived of a safe and permanent home for
even one day longer than necessary. Every agency of every state,
every family court, every case worker in the country must understand
that children's health and safety are the paramount concerns of the
child welfare system, especially when determining whether to remove a
child from his or her home, or return them there. '

‘We'll work with Congress to make sure the law explicitly
reflects this priority. .We'll issue guidelines to the states so
there will be no question as to the law's meaning. ’

Second, to meet the goal of moving 54,000 children into
permanent homes in 2002, we'll work with states and set yearly
targets. We'll give them, as my balanced budget does, $10 million a
year for the next three years to give them the assistance they need
to state agencies, courts and communities to devise such a system.
We'll also have $10 million to establish competitive grants for
states to develop model strategies for moving children from foster
care to permanent families. '

Third, we'll propose legislation to give states bonuses,
as Olivia said, for every child that is adopted over the prior year's
total, with even larger bonuses when the child has special needs.
The balanced budget will start paying for these bonuses, but we know
they'll pay for themselves, since foster care costs far more than
adoption. This isn't just cost effective -- of course, it's the




| right thing to do.

Fourth, to achieve our goal of moving children more v
quickly, we'll work with Congress to shorten from 18 to 12 months the .
time a child waits for the first hearing. And we're going to call it
a permanency planmng hearing, so that there s no mistake as to its

purpose. .

Fifth, to give credit for model strategies that are
working, we'll give national awards for excellence every year in
" November, National Adoption Month.

Finally, we'll redouble our efforts to make sure no
- child of one race is deprived of a loving home when a family of
another race is prepared to give it. That is illegal and wrong and

- often hurts our very neediest children. The Department of Health and

Human Services will continue to ensure that states are meeting their
obllgatlons under this law.

Putting this plan into action today will mean that we
are ensuring that no child will languish in foster care when loving
families are out there ready, willing and able to open their hearts
and their homes. This is just one part of our strategy to guarantee
the well-being of our most vulnerable children. By giving states the
flexibility to develop their own strategies, we're moving closer to
achieving that goal. :

I'm proud to announce that we have approved Ohio's
request for a waiver in dealing with their child welfare system.
This is the fifth of its kind, and there will be more to come. It
gives Ohio the authority to design and to test a managed care
approach to improve child welfare services and move children out of
foster care more quickly. '

- By working together across party lines at every level of .
government, in businesses, religious groups, communities, and in our
homes, we can make sure that every child in America grows up in a
safe a.nd nurturing home. That is a goal every American should be.
proud to support. Thatis a gift of love we can make to all of our
children. And if you look at the children here today, it's hard to
think of anything more important we could be doing to say, Happy
Valentine's Day.. .

Thank you. (Applause.)
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Good morning. Today we’re taking important new
steps to make adoption easier and to move children out of foster
care faster. These efforts will help to give even more children-
what every child needs and deserves, loving.parents, and a strong
"and stable home. : -

I'm dellghted to be joined in the Oval Office today by a
remarkable group of children and parents who know firsthand the
‘tremendous possibilities of adoption and by the First Lady who has
worked so long and hard on this issue and whose efforts have made
today poss1ble .

I'm especially pleased to be able to take this action now, 1in
this season of hope and light. The holidays we celebrate this month
teach us that through faith and love we can truly repair the world.
I can think of no better way to fulfill the promise of this season
than to brlng a child 1nto a famlly and a famlly to a Chlld

There are more than 450,000 chlldren in the nation’s foster
care system. They are placed. there because of abuse, neglect or a
‘home life that is neither safe, nor secure. While most of these
children eventually return to their original homes, nearly 100,000
of them simply don‘t have that option. Those children wait far too
* long, typically three years or more, to find permanent homes and
families to love them. ‘ '

Promoting adoption has been at the heart of our
administration’s efforts to protect our children and strengthen our
families. Earlier this year I was proud to sign a $5,000 tax credit
to help families adopt <children. We put an end to racial

preferences for adoption. No longer can laws keep children of one
" race from nurturlng arms of adoptive parents of another. This is a
good start, but we must do more.

That is why T have just s1gned a pres1dent1al directive with a
clear goal: We will double the number of children we move from
foster care to permanent homes, from 27,000 a year today, to 54,000
a year by the year 2002. With this effort we‘re saying no child
should be trapped in the limbo of foster care; no child should be




uncertaln about what the word “famlly" or, '‘parents’'’ or ' *home " *
- mean, particularly when there are open arms waiting to welcome
these children into safe and strong households where they can build
good, carlng llves

As part -of this initiative, I‘m directing the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, Donna Shalala, who is also with us
today, to launch an extensive effort to determine what steps we
must take to meet our goal. I want the Secretary to report back to
me with her recommendations in 60 days. This report must tell us
how we can hélp states set and meet urgent new adoption targets. It
- must describe how we can improve coordination among local, state
and federal authorities so that every community has access to the
best ways to encourage adoption. And it must outline what sensible
financial incentives we can provide states to raise adoption rates.

I also want the Secretary to determine what additional changes
we can make in federal laws and regulations tQ ensure that children
won'’t get trapped in foster care. And I want to know if there are
any new provisions we can. put in place to move children through the
system faster and to protect them when they leave.

There are other steps_ we are taking 1mmediately. I'm
instructing the Departments of Treasury, Labor, Commerce, and
Health and Human Services to launch an all-out effort to heighten
public awareness about adoption and to recognize those in the
private sector who are committing themselves to this important
cause.

‘ Let me also say how grateful I am to those in Congress of both
parties who are working so hard to make adoption a reality for
America‘’s most vulnerable children. I want to thank especially
Senators Rockefeller and DeWine, and Representatives Kennelly and
Camp for their efforts.

The fact that we are commemoratlng the birth of a Chlld that
began life in a manger and became the Prince of Peace should remind
us that the promise of God has been placed in every child. We must
work tirelessly to make sure that every boy and girl in America who
is up for adoption has a family waiting up to reach him or her. No
.child should be in foster care for one day longer than he or she
needs to be.

"This is a season of miracles, and perhaps there is no greater
_miracle than finding a loving home for a child who needs one.

Thanks for.liStening.
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Today we're taklng 1mportant new
steps to make adoption easier and to move children out of foster care
" faster. These efforts will help to give even more children what every
child needs and deserves, loving parents, and a strong and stable home.

I'm delighted to be joined in the Oval Office today by a
remarkable group of children and parents who know firsthand the
tremendous possibilities of adoptlon, and by the First Lady who has
worked so long and hard on this issue and whose efforts have made today
possible.

I'm especially pleased. to be able to take this action now, in
this season of hope and light. The holidays we celebrate this month
teach us that through faith and love we can truly repair the world. I
can think of no better way to fulfill the promise of this season than to
bring a child into a famlly and a famlly to a child.

‘There. are more than 450,000 chlldren in the nation's foster care
system. They are placed there because of abuse, neglect or a home life
that is neither safe, nor secure. While most of these children
eventually return to their original homes, nearly 100,000 of them simply
don't have that option. Those children wait far too long, typically
three years or more, to find permanent homes and families to love them.

Promoting adoption has been at the heart of our administration's
efforts to protect our children and. strengthen our families. Earlier
_ this year I was proud to sign a $5,000 tax credit to help families adopt
children. We put an end to racial preferences for adoption. No longer
MORE
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can laws keep children of one race from nurturing arms'of”adoptive'
parents of another. This is a good start, but we must do more.

That is why I have just signed a presidential directive with a
clear goal: We will double the number . of children we move from foster
care to permanent homes, from 27,000 a year today, to 54,000 a year by
the year 2002. With this effort we're saying no child should be trapped
in the limbo«of foster care; no child 'should be uncertain about what the
word "family" or "parents" or "home" mean, particularly when there are
open arms waiting to welcome these children into safe and strong
households where they can build good caring lives.

As part of this initiative, I'm directing the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, Donna Shalala, who is also with us today, to launch
an extensive effort to determine what steps we must take to meet our
goal. I want the Secretary to report back to me with her
recommendations in 60 days.  This report must tell us how.we
can help'states set and meet urgent new adoption targets.

It must describe how we can improve coordination among
local, state and federal authorities so that every
community has access to the best ways to ehcourage
adoption. . And it must outline what sensible financial
incentives we can provide states to raise adoption rates.

I also want the Secretary to determine what
additional changes we can make in federal laws and
regulations to ensure that children won't get trapped in
foster care. And I want to know if there are any new
provisions we can put in place to move children through
the system faster and to protect them when they leave.

There are other steps we, are taking .
immediately. I'm instructing the Departments of Treasury,
Labor, Commerce, and Health and Human Services to launch
an all-out effort to heighten public ‘awareness about
adoption and to recognize those in the private sector who
are committing themselves to this important cause.

Let me also say how grateful I am to those in
Congress of both parties who ‘are working so hard to make
adoption a reality for America's most. vulnerable children.
I want to thank especially Senators RQckefeller and
DeWine, and Representatives Kennelly and Camp for their
efforts. : ' '

MORE |
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The fact that we are commemorating the birth of
a child that began life in a manger and became the Prince
of Peace should remind us that the promise of God has been
placed in every child. We must work tirelessly to make
sure that every boy and girl in America who is up for ,
adoption has a family waiting up* to reach him or her. No
child should be in foster care for one day longer than he
or she needs-to be.

. This is a seaéon of miracles, and perhaps there
is.no greater miracle than finding a loving home for a
child who needs one. : '

Thanks for listening.
MRS. CLINTON: We are so happy to have all of

you here in the Oval Office with us today. And I know
that the families that are here and the children and

. teenagers who' are here all have a story to tell about how

your families were created. And I would like to ask if I
could ~-- I know that several of you actually were united
with the children who are here because of television shows

" that you saw the children on. And perhaps you could tell

us what happened and how that came to be.

Would you like to start? And maybe you should

teil everyone who you are and introduce yourself.

Yes.

‘ MR. BORIE: My name is Glenn Borie. My wife is
Carolyn, and these are our four children -- John, Crystal,
Charity and Dawn. : ‘ : ‘

_ MRS. BORIE: We had been foster parents and
were looking to adopt and knew that there were a lot of
options. But seeing how children often get lost in the
system, our hearts went towards them, knowing that -— very
desirable and young and end up in the system for a long
time and are less desirable to people at that point when

~ they are available.

: So we have been, by chance; by God's will, had
the television on on a particular day when there was a

‘talk show about adoption. And for a brief 20 seconds we

saw Crystal on TV and just caught in our heart at that
time. "And as we saw the number for the.National Adoption
Center we found out she had three siblings.

' Within a month the two older ones, John -and
Crystal, had moved in. We started visits with Charity and
Dawn and two months later they moved in as well. Before
they were separated in two foster homes for five years, So

‘when the two younger ones moved in the week before

MORE . ' | ;
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Thanksgiviﬁg it was the first time in five years that
they'd spent that together. And we just had a very
thankful time to just thank God for an incredible family.

MRS. CLINTON: We're glad you're here today.

" Did you also have a television?

MS. GRAY:- Actually, n I had adopted Michael
when he was only elght years old -- I was 44 at the time,
a divorced woman, wanted a child, and I was totally lost.
This.is the most amazing thing that I've ever experienced
in my life, is having the glft of this beautlful child
here.

And work for a company, Phoenix Insurance
Company, which is an 1ncred1bly supportive company. And
we have a subsidy for people up to $2,000 for adoptlon of
children. And the company has been supportive in a- lot of
ways. Me, as a 51ngle parent -- so it's just -- I'm
delighted that you're doing this. Because as I go around
and I tell people I adopted a child and I was 44 and he -
came from the state, I get all of these surprlsed looks -~
how could you get him as a single parent, you know, are
there children in the system. I think we have a huge job
ahead of us in terms of educatlng ‘people about getting
children out of the publlc system. Kids are there and -
they need us. ' '

" MRS. CLINTON: I absolutely agree.

~ MS. GRAY: And they need companies like mine to
support us. ° : ' g

MRS. CLINTON: And what about your family
story. : : , o : -

MR. INGLESE: Hi, my name is Larry Inglese, and
we were a foster family to start off with. I always loved
children and wanted to ‘have a lot of children. I saw this
commercial on TV to open up your heart and your home to a
special needs child. So I responded to that commercial -
and, of course, being a foster parent who liked having
chlldren in Pennsylvania, St. Joseph's called .about
adoptlng And I went through with adoption of -- they set
us up in a match party. And I met Jason there, who was 13.
at the time. ,

THE PRESIDENT: How old are you now, Jason?
JASON INGLESE: I'm 15. |
MR. INGLESE: He's going to be 16 next month.

MORE
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: And him and I, we just, like, made eye contact. We sat

( down, we had lunch, we looked at each other in the eye and

S we both knew at that minute I was his father and he was my
son. There was no doubt, no doubt whatsoever. But they
had another family that had wanted Jason with two parent
-- I'm a single parent, and they had a two-parent home.
But that lady there kept changing her mind back and forth,
so I said ---the two of us came to -- you know, this isn't .
for sure with her, I think I should get first choice over
Jason because I'm willing to make a commitment now. Ahd
she agreed.

He was sure and I was sure, and through
adoption got him. And then sometime later I was ready for
the next one, and the caseworker was calling around,
trying to find a home for Michael. Michael has got ,
cerebral palsy and he's got mild mental retardation. He
has a lot of problems with -- he came out, it was hard to
find him a home. Anyway, finally, I accepted,-I said I
would take him. o - : :

But there were some race issues at the time,
but they wouldn't let me have him right away. It took
about -- it was about five or six months. They contacted
me back and they couldn't get. another family to take him
so they accepted us. But I was kind of upset at the time
because we were ready to give him a loving home and it

' (,”“ didn't happen -- because of one caseworker, it didn't
o ‘happen as fast as it should have. But we finally got him.

MRS. CLINTON: Great.

MR. INGLESE: And we finalized with hlm ‘in
November, November 15th of this year.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, that's wonderful -- in
time for Thanksgiving. (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: You have -- how many kids do
you have now?

- MR. INGLESE: I have three biological children,
two adopted, and I've had 23 foster chlldren

MRS. CLINTON: That's greatJ

'And what about your story?

MRS. BRYANT: My name is Frances Bryant. This
is my husband, Michael Bryant. And. we also saw Trey on
the telev131on program. We were watching the news one

- night, and normally I don't actually watch this particular
(- ~channel, and for some reason I was just glued to this
\ - news. And I had never seen a .commercial with children on:

~

MORE
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it asklng for a home. And. then I saw Trey and he was on
there and just touched my heart so much. And I wrote down
the number and it was 1-800-KIDS hotline -- and I got up
right after it went off.and I told my husband about it. I
said, you wouldn't believe what I just saw on TV. You
know, I had never seen a child asklng for a home.

There was no way that I could refuse this. . I
mean, it just touched my heart so. And we called the very
next day and found out the information, and we went -
through the process and it only took about two months and
we got Trey in our home. And what the amazing thing is
that I realized how many children-are out there waiting. to
be adopted. And I encourage anyone who can open up their
heart and their home to a child -- it's a wonderful,
rewarding experience. And I'm also going to do it again.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we have some children here
who are waiting for homes, and maybe you could introduce
yourself. Which ones -- who wants to go first? Anybody
want to say anything? .

‘THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead.

DANIEL: My name is Daniel, and I've beéen
waiting for a family for quite -a long time. And
hopefully, in a short amount of time I will probably get
what I'm looking for in a famlly My brother has already
been adopted, -and hopefully I'll get adopted by his family
at one point of time. = And if not, I'll still be able to
get in contact with'him. } - ‘ ‘

THE PRESIDENT: How old are you?:

DANIEL: Thirteen.

THE PRESIDENT: How old is your brother?

DANIEL: Seventeen.

-MRS. CLINTON: How long have you been in foster
care? o C ’

DANIEL: - About two, thfee years.
MRS. CLINTON: Two or three years?.
DANIEL: I'm not sure, but --

THE ‘PRESIDENT: Where's your home? Where do
you live? ' ‘ o

DANIEL: Where do I live now? Alexandria.
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MORE




THE PRESIDENT: Anybody else want to talk?

MRS. CLINTON: What's your name? I'm glad
you're here this morning. o . .

One of the goals that we have with trying to do
this and, as you say, talk more about education of people
about adoption, and something the Secretary and the
President and all of us are committed to, is so that more
people know what your experlence has been like. And ~
anytime you raise a child, it is not all easy. We know
that. I mean, there are going to be ups and downs no
matter what. But-I think that your stories about the
emotional feeling that you had when you met your children
is something that if we can get more people to see, we'll
have more response. Do you .agree with that, too?.

o MS. GRAY: Absolutely. "I saw Michael the first
time, he was four weeks old, and, as you say, I knew that
this is my little boy. I was all pumped up thinking, oh,
I'm going to adopt a little girl because I know about
girls -- then I saw this little boy and it was all over.

But it has been an enormous ble531ng for me and
for my family. He's just an incredible, an incredible
gift. And I just wish that more and more people .could -
have that experience. There is such a mythology about
adoption, and if we could just get the word out ‘and just
get people to go and see and talk to these beautiful
children, we could find them all homes, and have stable,
loving parents who care about them and will raise them as
stronq citizens. And it's the greatest thing I ve ever
~done in my whole entire llfe

: : MRS. CLINTON That s what we're g01ng to try
~to do. And you all are experts because you've been
through the system. What are some of the changes that we
need to make in the system that each of you has dealt with
so that. we can perhaps encourage more people to be
1nvolved° Any thoughts about that?

: MS. BORIE: Just the length of time that it
takes. 1In my situation, I'm thankful that it took longer
only because I. would not have had them otherwise. But it
breaks my heart to know that ~- these are my children and
to know that they were separated from each other for that
long. 1It's heart-wrenching. And I may not have been
their parent at that. time, but having them now, in my
heart .1 was their parent all that time.. And to think that
they had to go without each other, as a parent it's just
very sad. And it shouldn't have taken that long.

MRS. CLINTON: How long did it take?

MORE .
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MRS. BORIE: They were in care for about five
years. Our experience —-- happened more quickly than
usual. It was very speedy, thankfully. But to know that
they were apart for that long was unnecessary.

.. Ms. GRAY: I'd like to see us do a lot more
with companies. I'm sure that -- I'm speaking on behalf
my company because it's very supportive getting started,
Phoenix Insurance. And anybody who wants to talk to me
about it, please call because I want to help other B
companles do the same thing. If we could just get
companies to tell their employees about these kinds of
opportunltles -- to do more through their newsletters and -
to say we're offering a benefit -- that would be great.

MRS. CLINTON: And the new legislation that the
President signed to give people the $5,000 tax credit --
that's something we need to make sure people know about,
too, because you obviously don't do these things because
of that, but there are expenses associated with taking a
child into your home, especially a child with medlcal
problems. - Have you found that?

MR. INGLESE: 'Well, I'm lucky as far as my
problems because Michael's medication alone comes to about
$800 a month and I could never afford that on my own. But
I have a Pennsylvania Medical Access Card which covers his
medical, -and he needs many operations that he's been in
even before I got him and he still -- he just got an
operation, I think it was last month. They cover
everything, totally. All his needs are met and paid for
by the state. And I think it would be, like, impossible
for me to adopt him if the state didn't pay for his needs
and medical care because it's a tremendous amount and it's
a tremendous expense. :

Also what I want to say to others who are
thinking about adoptlng, I think it's -- from what I find

'with some of the children, that they gave the parents too

many years, they keep the children in foster. care too many
years. Jason was first in foster care from an infant.

And he didn't get. put up for adoption until he was 13-
years old. It went so many years back and forth that he

" went back to the birth family and then taken away and back

and forth. And Michael was also five years. His mother
abandoned him at birth. He was put in foster care rlght
from the hospital when he was born. . And he's been in
through foster homes in the five years before I adopted
him.

I think it should be a lesser amount of time a
child -- don't give the parents that long to try to get
their childrén back. I think a year should be good
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enough. If a parent don't clean up their act within the
year, then that child should be put in a loving home where °
he will get all the love that hlS natural parents can' t
give him. ,

MRS. CLINTON: How do you feel about that

Jason? . Do you have an opinion about that?

: JASON: Yes. Bas;cally, I agree on the same.
It shouldn't take that much time becausé with a child,” of
course, he's going to think that it should because he's
.going to want to go back with his biological parents; but
to sit here and think about it, I would have liked it that
way than to keep going back, keep taken away, keep going
back -- for it to keep happenlng like that

MR. INGLESE: Each time a new foster home. The
other foster homes, they fill up. So he was like in, I
think, about 12 or 13 foster homes .and it was new one each
time. He couldn't even go back to the same foster home
where he knew the people. So he had to go through that’
struggle of trying to fit in with new family all over
again and over and over and over again.

' THE PRESIDENT: How many foster homes have you
lived with?

DANIEL: About three

: THE PRESIDENT Do you feel it's hard when you
change? -

DANIEL: It's a bit. After a whlle, you get
sort of used to - it, but it' s still hard

THEEPRESIDENT: Thank you all very much. Thank
you.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you for what you re doing
and thank you for the example. ‘

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

END ' © 10:26 A.M. EST




A CHALLENGE TO THE NATION: .
SAFE AND PERMANENT HOMES FOR ALL CHILDREN

Today, President Clinton issued a challenge to the nation and signed a directive to members of his
Cabinet to take new actions to move children more rapidly from foster care to safe, permanent
homes. The goal of the President’s ambitious new initiative is to at least double, by the year 2002,
the number of children in foster care who are adopted or permanently placed each year. The
directive focuses on securing homes for the tens of thousands of children in foster care who cannot
return safely to their homes and for whom adoption is a goal. After consulting with Congressional,
state and civic leaders, agencies will report back to the President w1thm 60 days on steps to reach -
. the directive’s goals, whlch include:

I Doublmg the Number of Chlldren Adopted or Permanently Placed by 2002:

Create Incentives for States: To shift the focus from paperwork to successful outcomes, the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will work with states to set specific targets for
increases in the number of children adopted or found permanent placement. In return, the federal
government will provide a new per child financial incentive to states to increase the number of
adoptions from the public welfare system. This action should nearly pay for itself, as increasing the
number of adoptions will reduce expenditures in the foster care system. Progress in meeting the
numerical targets will be compiled and published in a state-by-state annual report Successful states
will be recognized for their accomphshments

. Breakdown Racial and Ethnic Barriers to Adoptlon HHS will continue to aggressively implement

" the laws signed by President Clinton in 1994 and 1996, which prohibit adoption agencies from
denying or delaying placement of a waiting chrld based on race, color or natlonal origin, and
encourage recruitment of adoptive parents. - '

- II. Moving Children More Rapidly From Foster Care to Permanent Homes:

Decrease Procedural Delays: President Clinton is directing HHS to consult with Congress, states -

and civic leaders to propose changes to federal laws, policies and regulations and clarification of the
~ "reasonable effort" requirement, to help states focus on finding permanent homes for children from
the moment they enter the foster care system.

Help States Identify and Address Barriers to Permanency: As part of his budget proposal in
February, the President will propose financial assistance for states to identify barriers to permanency
and to develop strategies for children who have been waiting for a particularly long time. The
President’s initiative also directs HHS to encourage alternative permanency arrangements, such as
guardianship and kinship care, for children for whom adoption is not a viable option.

III. Increasing Public Awareness:

Call to American Families, Commupities and Business: The Clinton Administration will launch a
new campaign in partnership with state, civic and business leaders, to increase public awareness
about children waiting for adoption and to encourage all Americans to consider the rewards and
responsibilities of adoption -- in new public service announcements, prmt matenals and on the
Internet.

Provide Information on the Bénefits of Adoption: Federal agencies will form partnerships to inform
people of the new adoption tax credits, the Family and Medical Leave Act benefits, and other
supports for adoptive parents, as well as recognize private sector companies with model policies to
encourage adoption. The Office of Personnel Management will provide support and information to
federal employees who are mterestcd in becoming adoptlve parents.
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THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION RECORD ON ADOP’I‘ION

Our Nation has no greater responsibility than to ensure that every child has the chance to live up to his
or her God-given potential. We can help meet that challenge by identifying a permanent, lovmg famtly
for every chzld waiting in the foster care system.

~ -- President Clinton, National'Aa’option Month Proclamation, November 1996

. President Clinton is gommitted to giving the over 45'0,000 children in foster cate what every child in

America deserves -- loving parents and a healthy, stable home. The Clinton Administration has taken
several important steps to encourage and increase adoptions and to support the families that choose to

~ open their hearts and their homes to these children. The President has championed programs that find

and assist adopting families, and has committed his Administration to breaking down barriers, including
high adoption costs and complex regulations. '

Today the President announced a new directive to the Departments of Health and Human Services,
Treasury, Labor and Commerce and the Office of Personnel Management to develop a plan to: increase
the number of children who are adopted or permanently placed each year, move children more rapidly
from foster care to permanent homes, and créate a new public awareness campaign on the importance
of adoption. These actions build on previous initiatives, including:

' MAKING ADOPTION AFFORDABLE FOR FAMILIES

In August, President Clinton.signed into law the Small Business Job Protection Act of 1996 which

- provides a $5000 tax credit to families adopting children, and a $6,000 tax credit for families adopting

children with special needs. This policy will alleviate a significant barrier to adoption, helping middle
class families for whom adoption may be prohibitively expenswe and making it easier for families to
adopt children with spec1al needs.

BREAKING DOWN RACIAL AND ETHNIC BARRIERS TO ADOPTION

Strengthening the Multi-Ethnic Placement Act which the President signed in 1994, the Small Business

Job Protection Act of 1996 also ensures that the adoption process is free from dlscrlmmatlon and delays
on the basis of race, culture and ethnicity.

PROVIDING SUPPORTS FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND ADOPTION

- In 1993, President Clinton signed into law the Family and Medical Leave Act which enables parents

to take time off to adopt a child without losing their jobs or health insurance. In addition, the welfare
reform bill that the President signed into law maintains the guarantee of child protection and adoption,

and does not reduce funds for child welfare child abuse, foster care and adoption services.

GIVING STATES FLEXIBILITY AND SUPPORT

The Clinton Administration has granted child protection waivers to Delaware Illinois, North Carolina,
and Oregon, giving the states more flexibility in tailoring services to meet the needs of children and
families. Up to six more states will receive approval for waivers. In addition, this administration has -

_provided states with enhanced technical support and helped improve court operations so they can focus

on successful outcomes. To prevent children from entering foster care in the first place, in 1993 the.
Clinton Administration secured federal funding to work with states, local governments and service
providers to develop effective programs to serve children and families at risk.

RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS :
Through speeches, writings, events and public service announcements, the President and First I..ady
have promoted the importance and benefits of adoption. s




Taxt of Presidential Directive on Adoption

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14 /U.S. Newswire/ -- Following is a memorandum
from President Clinton to the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of Labor, Secretary of Commerce and
the director of the Office of Personnel Management

Durlng this Hollday Season, as we reflect on the importance of
family in our own lives, let us remember the tens of thousands of
our Nation’s children in the public:child welfare system who live
without permanent and caring families. Foster care provides
temporary shelter and relief for chlldren who ‘have been abused or
neglected.

I am committed to giving the children waiting in our Nation’s
foster care system what every child in America deserves --loving
parents and a healthy, stable home. The goal for every child in our
Nation’s public welfare system is permanency in a safe and stable '
home, whether it bé returning home, adoption, legal guardianship,
or another permanent placement. While the great majority of
children in foster care will return home, for about one in five,
returning home is not an option, and they will need another home,
one that is caring and safe. These children wait far too long --

_ typlcally over 3 years, but for many.children much longer -- to be
placed in permanent homes. Each year, State child welfare agenc1es
secure homes for less than one-third of the children whose goal is
adoption or an alternate permanent placement I know we can do
better. : : - '

I belleve we should increase the number of children who are
adopted or permanently placed from the public foster care system
each year toward the goal of at least doubling that number by the
year 2002. Returning home is not an option for about 100, 000 of the
over 450,000 children in the Nation’s foster care system, yet only
approxlmately 20,000 were adopted last year and approximately 7,000
were permanently placed in legal guardlanshlps While the number of
adoptions each year has been constant for many years, I believe
that by working with States to identify and break down barriers to
- permanent placements, setting annual numerical targets, rewarding
successful performance, and raising public awareness, we can meet
the target of at least 54,000 children adopted or permanently.
placed from the public foster care system by the year 2002.

Today, therefore, I direct the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, in consultation with State and civic leaders, to report
to me within 60 days on actions to be taken to move children more
rapidly from foster care to permanent homes and at least to double,
by the year 2002, the number of children in foster care who are '
adopted or permanently placed out of the public foster care system.




I.
placed each year,

be limited to, recommendations.in the following areas:

homes,

(a) Plans to work with States on setting and reaching

State specific numerical targets,  using the
technical assistance of the Department of Health
and Human Services National Resource Centers to
make information on best practices .available to
States and to engage community leaders, parents,
and the business and faith communities;

(b) Proposals to prov1de per child flnanc1al
incentives to States for increases in the

" number of adoptions from the public welfare

system. Options considered should have little
to no net. costs’, as increases in the number of
adoptions from the public system will reduce
foster care costs, thereby, offsetting much if
not all of the incentive payments;

(c) A proposal to ensure continued. aggressive

. implementation of the Multi-ethnic Placement

Act, as amended by the Inter-ethnic Adoption
Provision of the Small Business Job Protection
Act; ’ ' ‘

(d) Plans to compile and publlsh an annual

‘State-by-State report on success in meeting the

numerlcal targets; and

(e) . Plans to recognize sucCessful States

To increase the number of children who are adopted or permanently
this report should include, but should not necessarily

II. To move children more rapldly from foster care to permanent

the report shall also recommend changes to Federal law and

regulations and other actions needed to emphasize the importance of
planning for permanency as soon as a child enters the foster care
system. The Secretary’s report should include, but
necessarily be limited to, recommendations in the follow1ng areas:

(a) Plans to provide States with funding to identify"
barriers to permanency and to develop targeted
strategies to find permanent homes for children

who have been in foster care a partlcularly long
time; , . .

(b) Proposals to shorten the perlod of time between
a.child’s placement in foster care and his or

her initial hearlng at which a permanency
determlnatlon is made, .

(c) A proposal to clarify that the purpose of
‘‘dispositional hearings“’ is to plan for
permanency and, as appropriate, to consider
referrals for family mediation, termination of
parental rights, adoption, legal guardlanshlp,
or other permanent placements;

.should not




(d) A proposal to clarify the ‘rreasonable erfiorts’’
requirement and other Federal pollcy as 1t
relates to permanency and safety;

(e) Plans to ensure that States give appropriate
welght to permanency planning by establlshlng
standards for securing permanency through’
adoption or guardianship, once a decision has
been made that a child cannot be returned home;
and :

(f) Plans to examine alternative permanency
arrangements such as guardlanshlp, when adoption
is not p0351ble .

Last month I 31gned a proclamatlon de31gnat1ng November as
National Adoption Month -- a time to increase awareness about the
tens of thousands of children waiting for families and to encourage
all Americans to consider the rewards and responsibilities of
adoption. However, adoption must be a national concern throughout
the year. Therefore, I direct: : N :

(a) The Secretary of Health and Human Services to develop
-and lead a publlc ‘awareness effort, including use of
public service announcements, print materials, and the
Internet;

(b) The Secretaries of Health and Human Services and
the Treasury in consultation with State, civic, and
private sector leaders to develop and disseminate
information about the new adoptlon tax credits and
other adoption benefits; ‘
(c) The Secretaries of. Labor and Commerce, in
consultation with State and civic leaders, to
identify and recognize companies in the private
sector with model policies to encourage and ease
‘adoption among employees and

(d) The Dlrector of the Office of Personnel Management
to direct all Federal agencies to provide information
and support to Federal employees who are prospectlve
adoptive parents.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON




~ Questions and Answers on Adoptlon
® DO NOT DISTRIBUTE FOR BACKGROUND ONLY L

What is the purpose of the President’s directive?

The purpose of the President’s directive is to develop a new plan to move
children more rapidly from foster care to safe, permanent homes, and to at least
double, by the year 2002, the number of children in foster care who are adopted
or permanently placed each year. The directive focuses on securing homes for
the tens of thousands of children in the foster care system who cannot return
safely to their homes and for whom adoption is a goal. It also will increase
public awareness on the lmportance and benefits of adoption.

Since 1993, the Clinton Administration has taken several important steps to
. promote and encourage adoption. President Clinton is committed to giving the
450,000 children in foster care what every child in America deserves -- loving
parents and a healthy, stable home. This directive builds on these commitments
and accompllshments

Now that the President signed the directive, what will happen”

The Department of Health and Human Services, working with the Departments
of Treasury, Commerce and Labor and the Office of Personnel Management, will
conduct an intensive consultation process on a bipartisan basis with Congress,
states, civic and business leaders to develop a plan to meet the President’s goals
of moving children more rapidly from foster care to permanent homes and -
increasing the number of children adopted or permanently placed. The Secretary
of Health and Human Services will report back to the President in sixty days on
specific steps to reach the directive’s goals. And many of their recommendations
will be incorporated into the President’s budget to be presented to Congress in
February. ‘

Is this directive ambitious enough?

Today there are 450,000 children in the nation’s foster care system. These
children are placed there because of abuse, ‘neglect or a home-life that is neither
safe nor secure. While most of these children eventually return home, nearly
100,000 of them will not. These children that cannot be reunited with their
parents wait typically 3 years or more to find permanent homes. ‘More than haif
of waiting children have special needs, such as minorities, children w1th
disabilities, sibling groups and older children.

Given these circumstances, the President’s goal in this directive to at least double,
by the year 2002, the number of children in foster care who are adopted or
permanently placed from the foster care system is extremely ambitious and

exciting. Of course, our ultimate goal is that all children in foster care find what ~

every child in America deserves -- loving parents and a healthy, stable home.



Why did.n’t the President take this step earlier?

Since taking office, Pre31dent Clmton has: made increasing adoptlon and
improving the foster care system a priority. He has signed critical legislation that
have removed significant financial and racial barriers to adoption. The Small
Business Job Protection Act of 1996 provides a $5,000 tax credit for families who
adopt children and a $6,000 tax credit for families who adopt children with
special needs. Building on the Multi-Ethnic Placement Act which the President
signed in “1994, the Small Business Job Protection Act also ensures that the -
adoption process is free from discrimination ‘and delays on the basis-of race,
culture and ethnicity. He has championed programs like the Family and Medical
Leave Act which supports adopting families and signed a welfare reform law that
preserves the guarantee of and resources for child protection and adoption. The
 President and the First Lady have promoted and encouraged the importance and -
“benefits of adoption through speeches, events and public service announcements.
This directive builds on the President’s strong commitment to and
accomplishments on this issue.

Are you trying to preempt Co’ngress on adoption?

No. We are committed to working with Congress in a bipartisan manner to
develop a plan to increase the number of children adopted or permanently placed
from foster care and move children from foster care to permanent homes more
quickly. Finding safe and permanent homes for all children is a goal to which
we know everyone is committed and should be addressed in a bipartisan way. ’
There is increasing consensus on this on a bipartisan level

The President’s directive presents an extraordinary opportunity for the Federal
government, Congress, states, communities, and advocacy organizations to work
together toward giving children in foster care what every Chlld in Amerlca
deserves -- lovmg parents and a healthy, stable home. -

How much w1ll thls m1t1at1ve cost"

The directive does not carry any cost right now, as it simply directs members of
the President’s Cabinet to consult with Congress, states, and civic leaders to
develop a plan to increase adoptions and move children from foster care to
permanent homes more quickly. The President’s FY 1998 budget will contain the
necessary funding for this mmatlve

The provision of offermg financial incentives to states will nearly pay for itself,
as increasing the number of adoptions will reduce expenditures in the foster care
system. ,




Which Cabinet agencies are involved in implementing the President’s directive on
adoption? :

The Departments of Health and Human Services, Treasury, Commerce and Labor
and the Office of Personnel Management were directed by the President to
develop a new plan to move children more rapidly from foster care to safe,

permanent homes, and to at least double, from 27,000 to 54,000, by the year
2002, the number of children in foster care who are adopted or permanently
- placed from the public foster care system. '
What role do you see for States in 1mplement1ng ‘the President’s d1rect1ve on
Adoption?

States are the operators of the public welfare system and therefore are critical to
ensuring the President’s goals of moving children more rapidly from foster care
to 'safe, permanent homes and doubling the number of children adopted and or -
permanently placed by the year 2002. We plan to work extremely closely with
states, consulting with them on every aspect of the President’s directive. We
know that the states share the President’s commitment to increasing adoption and
improving the foster care system and we are counting on them to directly. assist
HHS in the formulation and implementation of the new action plan on adoption.

What role do you see for advocacy groups and foundatlons n 1mplement1ng the
Pre51dent s directive on adoptlon"' :

Today, before the radio address, Carol Rasco and Olivia Golden, Acting Assistant
- Secretary for Children and Families (HHS) will brief key advocacy groups ‘and
foundations on the directive. We have worked closely with advocacy groups and
foundations on past adoption initiatives and we plan to consult with them on the
President’s new directive. We welcome advocacy groups and foundations’

participation in developing and helping states implement new strategies on
adoption, as they have immense knowledge and experlence in this area.




What were the adoption-related provisions in the Small Business Job Protection Act?
The Small Business Job Protection Act does three things:

® Strengthens the language of the 1994 Multiethnic Placement Act (MEPA) to
make it even clearer that neither foster placements nor adoptions may be delayed
or denied solely on the basis of the cultural, ethnic or racial background of the
child or the prospective foster or adoptive parents;

o Imposes financial penalties for States (and other agencies receiving federal funds)
which fail to comply with MEPA; and

° Prov1des a $5,000 adoption tax credlt for all adoptlons and a $6 OOO tax credit
 for special needs adoptions.

MEPA also included the State Plan requirement for States to provide for the .
 diligent recruitment of potential foster and adoptive families that reflect the ethnic

and racial diversity of children in the State for whom foster and adoptlve homes
are needed. :

~What has HHS done to implement these new inter-ethnic provisions of the Small Business
Job Protectlon Act?

On November 14, the Department issued an Information Memorandum to give the States
and the public the details of the inter-ethnic adoption leglslatlon That issuance (which
also announced the new kinship preference which Congress added to the child welfare
laws) informed the public that the procedures for applymg the penalty would be publlshed
“at a later date.

The Department has taken or begun a number of other actions to implement the
- provisions of the Small Business Job Protection Act. These include meeting with the
Internal Revenue Service to develop a public information strategy on the adoption tax
credit, and establishing a working group of Children’s Bureau and Office of Civil Rights
staff to begin work.on a procedure and protocol to ensure consistent application of the
new penalty provisions ' :

What is the Draft Natlonal Adoption Strategic Plan and how does it relate to the
Pre51dent s Directive?

Last year, HHS’s Children’s Bureau organized a national meeting, which included State
adoption managers, representatives from national advocacy orgamzatlons and private non-
profit organizations, adoptive parents and Federal staff to draft a strategic plan to
increase the number of children adopted from the public child welfare system. This Plan
was written as a draft or working document to provide an outcome-focused framework
for all those involved with the adoption of special needs children from the public child
‘welfare system. The President’s dlrectlve will build on many ideas put forth in Draft
Plan '
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"THE WHITE HO'USE _

WASH|NGTON

LIVE WEEKLY RADIO ADDRESS

DATE: December 14, 1996
. LOCATION: Oval Office
, TIME: 10:06AM EDT

FROM: Nicole Rabner, Laura Schwartz -
PURPOSE

To deliver your weekly radio address on the importance of adoption and announce a
Presidential memorandum directing members of your Cabinet to take specific steps to
increase adoptions and move chlldren more qulckly from foster care to safe, permanent
homes

BACKGROUND

Surrounded by adoptive fam111es and children in local foster care, you and the First
- Lady will deliver the weekly radio address, in which you w111 announce a

memorandum to members of your Cabinet.

esidentia andum

The Presidential memorandum instructs the Secretaries of Health and Human Services,
Treasury, Labor, Commerce and the Director of Personnel Management to undergo
wide consultation and report to you in sixty days with a specific proposal to move
children more quickly from foster care to safe, permanent homes and at least to
double, by the year 2002, the number of children adopted or permanently placed each
year. Spec1ﬁcally, the memorandum

. calls for the creation of state- spemﬁc numerical targets and financial incentives
: to states to increase the number of adoptions. The bonus payments will be
offset by decreases in foster care costs and will nearly pay for themselves.

. ‘asks for proposed changes to federal regulatlons and legislation to emphasize

permanency and decrease delays.

. calls for the Departments. to take appropriate action to disseminate materials,
challenge businesses to support adoptive parents, and raise public awareness on
the 1mportance of adoptlon

Your FY98 budget proposal will include the necessary fundmg allocation for the
memorandum

" You will sign the memorandum _]USt prlor to the radlo address durmg the event

briefing:




IIL

IV.

- Discussion '
Following the radio address, you and the First Lady will lead a bnef discussion w1th

the assembled families and waiting children (see attached bios). |

. Invited Guests

Approximately 70 leaders on adoptlon issues in the foundation and advocacy
communities have been invited to the event. They will gather in the Roosevelt Room
where, prior to the radio address, Carol Rasco and Olivia Golden, HHS, will conduct a
briefing on the initiative you will announce. They will then watch your radio address
on closed-circuit television, and, following your address and discussion, have an :
opportunity to meet you and the First Lady in the Oval Office.

: E!CSS Iﬂ otes

The press pool will be in the Oval Office for- -your radio address You do NOT need
to look at the camera while reading the radio address; please note that the
cameras will start.to roll as soon as you and the First Lady walk through the
door. There will be a cough button on the water table next to you should you need it..

PLEASE NOTE: the press pool will remain in the Oval Office for this discussion.

PARTICIPANTS

The President
The First Lady

~Adopt1ve Fam111es and Waltlng Chlldren (see attached blos)
Foundation and Advocacy Leaders (see attached list)

‘White House Commumcatlons Agency (WHCA) staff
White House Television(WHTV)

White House photographer

Special guests (See attached)

PRESS PLAN

Your radio address and discussion following will be covered by the White House press
" pool. The networks will have the opportunlty to take it LIVE.

The ABC, CNN, AP, C-SPAN, CBS, NBC, Mutual, UPI, USA,,American Urban
Radio Network, and Standard News radio networks will carry the address live in its
entirety to their thousands of stations across the country Saturday at 10:06 AM EDT.




V. SILQUENCE OF EVENTS
9:45am ‘ Bneﬁng (Oval study)
10.06am _lee Radio Address with the First Lady (on camera in Oval)

Discussion with famllles and children (on camera in Oval)
App.10:30am Greet Guests (off camera in Oval)

VI. R]EMARKS o

To be provided by David Shipley.
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ADOPTIVE FAMILIES AND CHILDREN
ATTENDING THE PRESIDENT'S RADIO ADDRESS
December 14, 1996

The Bryant Famlly, Manhattan KS

Francis Bryant first saw Trey on a regularly scheduled waltlng
child feature on a local television news station and fold her
husband, Michael, and birth son, Lydell, about him. The next
day, the Bryants contacted Lutheran Social Services, and began

~ the process to adopt him. Now 13, Trey had been in a foster care

group home since he was 9, having been taken from his birth
family because of abuse and neglect.. In August 1996, Trey was
formally placed with the Bryants. Vocal supporters of adoption
from the foster care system, the Bryants plan to adopt again.

The Borié Family, Philadelphia,.PA -

Carolyn and Glenn Borié [Ba-ree] were looking for a child to
adopt in 1994 when they saw Crystal, now 11 years old, on the

- Maury Povich Show. The show featured children from across the

country who needed adoptive families. They quickly discovered
that Crystal had three siblings, John, now 13, Charity, 9, and
Dawn, age 8. For five years, the four children had been in .
foster care, in separate families because a family who could take’
all four children could not be found When the Boriés met them,
the two oldest children had not seen their two younger sisters in
nine months. After meeting the four children, instead of
adopting one child, the Boriés decided to adopt all four
children. The Borié family's first Thanksgiving together was
also the children's first Thanksgiving together in five years.

The Gray Family, Hartford CT

A single mother, Ms. . Fredrica Gray adopted Michael, now 6 years
old, from the Connecticut Department of Children and Families )
when he was 2 months old. She works in the marketing division of
Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company, which became part of the

U.S. Department of Labor's Honor Roll of companies committed to

making their workplaces more family- friendly as the result of its
pledge to institute an ambitious Adoption Assistance Program.

Ms. Gray is an advocate for adopting from the public child
welfare system and feels that more people need to know that it is
"a great place to find a child."




The Inglese Family; Tobyhanna, PA

Lawrence Inglese [pronounced In-glee-zey] is a retired, single
parent of two adoptlve children and three children by birth.
Based on his experience as a foster parent, Mr. Inglese decided
to adopt a child who had been in foster care for too long. He
met Jason, then age 13, at a "match .party," sponsored by the
National Adoption Center, designed to bring potential adoptive A
parents and waiting children together. After consulting with his
birth children, Mr. Inglese adopted Jason. ' For eight years,
Jason had shuttled back and forth between his birth famlly and
foster care. While in foster care, Jason did poorly in school
and was often in trouble, but now that Jason has a loving,
permanent home and a brother who is also his close friend, he is-
earning As and Bs and was recently voted "Student of the Month'
at the public school he attends.

Mr. Inglese s experience with Jason led him to adopt another
child,  Michael, now age 6. Michael has cerebral palsy .and global
'developmental delays and was abandoned. at birth by his mother who
had used crack cocaine during her pregnancy. Mr. Inglese's

. enthusiasm and experience has led several other families also to
~adopt waltlng chlldren

Mr. Inglese will be accompanied by his three youngest children:
Jason and Nicholas, both age 15, and Michael, age 6.

Local Children in Foster Care Waiting for Adoption

Frank, 15 and Adam} 7
Caucasian brothers in foster care

Gail, 9
Afrlcan American girl in foster care since May 1989

Daniel, 13 ' '
Hlspanlc boy in foster .care. since 1992 due to mother s terminal
illness : :




DISCUSSION WITH FAMILIES AFTER THE RADIO ADDRESS

FLOTUS OPENS DISCUSSION: We have here in this room adoptive families and some
children in foster care who are. looking for permanent homes. I want to thank you each for
coming here today. To the families. I want to say a special thank you for opening your hearts
‘and your homes to children who needed and deserved one. I know first hand that ralsmg a
child is a huge respon31b111ty -

Question #1 TELEVISION SHOWS (FOR EITHER POTUS OR FLOTUS)

Two of the families here today‘ met their adoptive children through television programs
highlighting children in foster care who were looking for permanent homes. Can the Borié
[Ba-ree] and Bryant Families tell us a little bit about that?

POTUS FOLLOW-UP COMMENT: I hope that every local TV station will consider doing
what the Bryant’s local station and others across the nation are already doing -- regularly
featurmg children waltmg for lovmg and safe, permanent homes.

v

Question #2 MOTIVATION TO ADOPT (FOR EITHER POTUS OR FLOTUS)

Can you tell us what motivated you personally to want to adopt a chlld in foster care?
‘[Bryant and Gray families; NOT the Ingleses if possible] :

Question #3 CHANGES SINCE ADOPTED (FOR EITHER POTUS OR FLOTUS)

We have had the opportunity to know children both before and after they were adopted and
have often been astonished by the difference it has made in their hves and how they have
changed. Has that been true for any of you?

[Mr Inglese’s [In-glee-zee s] son Jason has gone from doing poorly in school and often getting
in trouble to being chosen at Student of the Month]

Question #4 FOR THE WAITING CHILDREN (EITHER POTUS OR FLOTUS)

With us today are some of the children who this event is really all about -- children in foster
care who are wartmg for permanent homes -- would any of you like to say something?

[Note If no one immediately answers, you could ask Daniel, a 13 year old Hispanic boy who
has been in foster care since 1992 because of his mother’s terminal illness.]

t

Question #5 PRIVATE SECTOR ROLE (FOR EITHER POTUS OR FLOTUS)

We all have an opportunity and responsibility -- families, communities, government, religious
organizations, and the private sector -- to do our part to help every child have the loving,
permanent family they deserve. Businesses nationwide have established policies to support their
employees who adopt children. Fredrica Gray works for such a company, the Phoenix Mutual
Life Insurance Company in Hartford, CT, one of the company’s on the Honor Roll of the
Women's Bureau at the Labor Department. Fredrica is here with her adoptive son, Michael.
Can you tell us about your employer’s policies and the motivation behind those pohcres’7
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY A

Adoption 2002 responds to President Clinton’s Executive Memorandum and takes its name
from one of its central goals -- to double by the year 2002 the number of children adopted or
placed in other permanent homes each year. On December 14, 1996, the President directed
the Secretary of Health and Human Services to conduct wide consultations and report to him
with specific recommendations for strategies to move children more quickly from foster care
" to permanent homes and to meet the goal of at least doubling adoptions and other permanent
placement over the next five years. ' '

The Department developed Adoption 2002 as a blueprint for bipartisan Federal leadership in
adoption and other permanency planning for children in the public child welfare system. To
prepare this report, the Department of Health and Human Services consulted with child
welfare professionals, policy experts, advocates, and foster and adoptive parents at the

* national, State and local levels. Adoption 2002 first examines the existing barriers to
expediting the placement of children from foster care to permanent homes. Delays in making
timely permanency decisions result from high caseloads for judges and caseworkers; incorrect
beliefs and outdated assumptions about the adoptability of children; the limited pool of '
permanent families for children with special needs; and the varied interpretation of the
“reasonable efforts" requirement to reunify a child in foster care with his or her birth family
before another goal, such as adoption, can be pursued for the child.

* Adoption 2002 outlines an agenda to help overcome these barriers and to accelerate the path
to permanency for all waiting children in-the public child welfare system. First, the report
articulates a guiding set of principles centered on the needs of the child to give direction to
the overall agenda. These principles include that every child deserves a safe, permanent
family; that the child’s health and safety should be the paramount considerations in all
placement and permanency planning decisions; and that foster care is a temporary situation --
it is not an appropriate place for children to grow up. Adoption 2002 establishes
unequivocally that the Federal goals. for children in the child welfare system are safety,
permanency, and well-being. '

The Adoption 2002 agenda is multifaceted to address the range of barriers and challenges that
exist in the child welfare system. The repoit presents strategies to establish, track, and meet
‘State-by-State annual, numerical targets for adoptions and other permanent placements --
targets that will bring us to a national doubling of adoptions and permanent placements in the
year 2002. To help States reach their targets, the Department commits to providing expanded
. technical assistance, rewarding States for incremental increases in adoption levels with per-

" child financial bonuses, and otherwise recognizing successful performance. The bonus system
proposed. in Adoption 2002 is an example of common-sense government, as it not only
provides an incentive for increasing the number of adoptions, but also pays for itself, with the
cost of the bonuses offset by savings in foster care costs. Adoption 2002 also includes a
proposal to establish competitive grants available to States for dismantling barriers to
permanency. '




In addition to providing incentives to States to meet new targets, Adoption 2002 outlines
ways in which the Federal government can assume leadership in breaking down barriers to
permanency for children in foster care. The Department will issue strong guidance on the
implementation of the law signed by President Clinton which established penalties for
denying or delaying the placement of a child based on race, color, or national origin.

Perhaps most important, while working with Congress on its legislative proposals that seek to
define the "reasonable efforts" provision, the Department will issue guidance that clarifies its
meaning. This guidance will make it clear that in determining whether and when to remove a
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child from his or her family and whether and when to reunify the farmly, Federal law requires

that the child’s health and safety shall be the paramount concern.

The Department also will issue model guidelines for State legislation to emphasize that the
child’s health and safety is the paramount concern in decisions to terminate parental rights.
In addition, the Department commits to exploring alternative permanency options for children
for whom adoption is not possible. Furthermore, the Adoption 2002 report urges that the
Administration seek leglslatlon that shortens the time before a child’s first dispositional
hearing -- the hearing in which a permanency decision is first. made -- from 18 months to 12
months and changes its name to a "permanency planning hearlng

Information gained by the Department in developing the details of the Adoption 2002 agenda
will form the basis of the public awareness campaign that the President directed the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to undertake, in cooperation with other heads of Federal
Departments or Agencies, as part.of his Executive Memorandum. The strategies outlined in
Adoption 2002, coupled with a strong public information campaign and joined by efforts by
State and local officials and by community, business and religious leaders, will ensure that we
live up to President Clinton’s call that "no child should be trapped in the limbo of foster care;
no child should be uncertain about what the word ‘family’ or ‘parent’ or ‘home means,

© particularly when there are open arms waiting to welcome these children into safe and strong
households where they can build good, caring lives." (12/14/96)
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
VIDEO REMARKS FOR .
THE NACAC NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH CELEBRATION
OCTOBER 29, 1996 '

I am pleased to. join all of you observing National Adoption
Month -- a time to celebrate adoptlon as a way to build families .
and to raise public awareness about the teéhs of thousands of
children across our nation who today wait 1n the foster care
"system for homes of their own.

In proclalmlng November Natlonal Adoptlon Month the
President said, "Our Nation has rio greater respons1b111ty than to
ensure that every child has the chance to live up to his or her
God-given potential. -We can help meet that challenge by
identifying a permanent loving-: famlly for every child waiting in
the foster care system " My husband is committed to facilitating
adoption, encouragihg parents to adopt and using government as an
actlve partner to meet this crltlcal challenge

I want to congratulate the North Amerlcan Counc1l on
Adoptable Children for your ambitious Adoption Month Awareness -
campaign on behalf of waiting children. And T particularly want
to thank the children who are ‘here today to. share their hopes and
dreams of finding permanent homes.  You and the thousands of
chlldren you represent remlnd us of the urgency of our mission.

Last year, I invited chlldren from around ‘the country to
join me at the Whlte House to ‘celebrate National Adoption Month.
I especially remember Deanna' [dee-ann-ah], a young woman llVlng
in foster care in Kansas, who talked about her yearning to be
‘adopted I don't think there has ever been a more eloguent
speaker in the East Room of the Whlte House than Deanna. Seven
months later,.I met Deanha again in Kansas City; with her was her
newly.adoptive mother. -Deanna was transformed, beaming as she
told me about her new home, new contact lenses‘and,'finally, her
new—found-sense of security '

I hope and pray that all waltlng chlldren will experlence
the joy and fulfillment I saw in Deanna's eyes and heard in her

.words. But it will take all of us -- from the individual family
to the business sector: to the faith community to our ‘schools to
the. government - worklng together to make it happen

Thls Hollday season, as we all reflect on the 1mportance of
family in our own- lives, I hope we will also think about adoption
-- about. the rewards of joining children in need- with adults who
want the respons1b111ty and the joys of parenthood ‘

Thank you for d01ng your part in thlS campalgn
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The woman visited her new daughtar in the hospital every day, reaching into
the incubator to stroke her foot. The rec'eiving'blanket seemed heavier than the baby,
who was being fed by a tube in her stomach.

The woman is not the baby s birth mother, but she is her mother in every way
that matters.

, She and her husband already had a 3- year-old adopted son when they heard
" about a premature 1-pound baby girl whose birth parents could not take care of her. "

‘The couple decided to adopt the trny baby. Her start was rocky, but now the childis a
healthy 3-year-old.

“*She was just like a little flower that blossomed " the mother says. "She is a
burst of energy.” ~

. Now, the couple; who are African- Amencan are in the process of adoptmg a
12-year-old girl who was abused. They also are encouragmg more African-American
families to open their homes to children in need. ‘ '

‘Last summer, | wrote about this.important issue. I'm writing about lt again
because so many children's lives would be better if they could only find a home.
‘Today, 21 ,000 children are ready and wamng for families to nurture and care for them.
Tens of thousands of others will be ehglble for adoption in the coming months and

: yearo '

' Not all these children are healthy, white babres Many are physically and .
developmentalty disabled. Many are minofities. Many suffer from emotional traumas
wrought by abuse, neglect and unstable living arrangements And many are teen-
agers who already have been shuffled from home to home.

' Fortunately, some steps have been taken in recent years to make adoption
easier. The Family and Medical Leave Act, which became law three years ago,
ensuras that parents can take time off when they adopt a child without fear of losing
their jobs. The Multiethnic Placement Act of 1994 pl’OhlbttS adoption agencies from

- denying the placement of a child solely on the basis of the adoptive parents' race,
color or national origin. Over the past three years, adoption subsidies have helped an
increasing number of families cope with the costs of adopting and raising children with
'special needs. ' '
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The President is supporting Iegiélation in Congress that will give tax credits to
families that adopt. The Houss, for example, just approved a bill that would give
adoptive families a $5,000 tax credit. The Senate, meanwhile, is considering a $7,500
credit for families who adopt children wrth speciai needs. This may not be enough to
cover medical and emotional health care costs for special-needs kids, or even
education, but it's a step in the right direction. ‘ :

Not only is adoption good for children, it saves taxpayers a lot of money. As one
woman said at a recent adoption discussion at the White House her family has saved
the state and the federal government in excess of $1 million by adopting several

~ special-needs children.

In addition to government, the pnvate sector also has a role to play Wendy's,
the hamburger chain founded by adoption advocate Dave Thomas (who himself was .
adopted), gives workers paid leave and financial assistance with adoption costs.

' ~~Margaret Fltzgerald who participated in our gathermg, said her-employer,
AT&T, gave her six weeks of unpand leave when she and her husband adopted a son
four years ago. The company also relmbursed her legal fees.

But the most important thing of all.is for more people to reach out and give every
child, regardless of age, drsablhty, race or ethnic orlgvn the chance to be part of a
loving family. : '

Just ask Julie Stinger, a teacher wrth five adopted chlldren -- four biracial and
one white -- several of whom had health problems. She told us how, as a white

~ woman, she had to fight to ‘adopt her first two black children, even though the birth
| parents agreed to the adoptlon and she had cared for them as a foster parent for 18
months. "l fought tooth and nail," she said.

" Later, she had similar trouble when she wanted to adopt her fifth child, who is
white. Authorities were concerned about placmg a white boy with four non-white
brothers and sisters. : :

"Even though we went through some traumas in the adoptions, l would do it
agaln | would do it 10 times over,” she said. "Adopting a child is the most gratifying
thing that ever happened to me."

After Julie recounted her story, | asked her oldest son, Joey, if he had anything
to add. He nodded.

"l just want to thank my mother," he said.

COPYRIGHT 1996 CREATORS 'SYNDICATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
May 14, 1996
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The woman vrsrted her new daughter in the hosprtal every day, reaching into
the incubator to stroke her foot. The receiving blanket seemed heavrer than the baby,
who was being fed by a tube in her stomach.

~ The woman is not the baby's birth mother, but she is her mother in every way
that matters.

‘ She and her husband already had a 3-year—old adopted son when they heard
about a premature 1-pound baby girl whose birth parents could not take care of her.
The couple decided to adopt the tmy baby. Her start was rocky, but now the child is a

healthy 3-year-old | o

“She was just like a little flower that blossomed the mother says. "She isa
burst of energy.” ‘

4 Now, the couple, who are African- Amencan are in the process of adopting a
12—year—old girl who was abused. They also are encouraging more Afncan Amaerican
families to open their homes to children in need. »

Last summer, | wrote about this important issue. I'm writing about it again
because so many children's lives would be better if they could only find a home.
Today, 21,000 children are ready and waiting for families to nurture and care for them.
Tens of thousands of others will be eligible for adoption in the comrng months and
years.

Not all these children are healthy, white babies. Many are physrcally and -
developmentally disabled. Many are minorities. Many suffer from emotional traumas
wrought by abuse, neglect and unstable living arrangements. And many are teen-
agers who already have been shuffled from home to home. :

Fortunately, some steps have been taken in recent years to make adoption
easier. The Family and Medical Leave Act, which became law three years ago,
ensures that parents can take time off when they adopt a child without fear of losing
- their jobs. The Multiethnic Placement Act of 1994 prohrbrts adoption agencies from
denying the placement of a child solely on the basis of the adoptive parents’ race, -
color or national origin. Over the past three years, adoption subsidies have helped an
increasing number of families cope with the costs of adopting and raising children with
special needs -
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The President is supporting legislation in Congress that will give tax credits to
families that adopt. The Houss, for example, just approved a bill that would give
adoptive families a $5,000 tax credit. The Senate, meanwhile, is considering a $7,500
credit for families who adopt children with special needs. This may not be enough to
cover medical and emotional health care costs for special-needs kids, or even
education, but it's a step in the right direction. |

'Not only is adoption good for children, it saves taxpayers a Iot ot money. As one
woman said at a recent adoption discussion at the White House her tamlly has saved
the state and the federal government in excess of $1 million by adopting several '
special-needs children. A

In addition to government, the private sector also has a role to play Wendys

~ the hamburger chain tounded by adoption advocate Dave Thomas: (who himself was

adopted), gives workers paid leave and financial assistance with adoption costs.
Margaret Fltzgerald who participated in our gathering, said her employer,

~ AT&T, gave her six weeks of unpaid leave when she and her husband adopted a son

four years ago. The company also relmbursed her legal fees.
But the most |mportant thing of ali is for more people to reach out and glve every. -
child, regardless of age, disability, race or ethnic origin, the chance to be part of a

- loving family.

Just ask Julie Stinger, a teacher with five adopted children -- four biracial and

'one white -- several of whom had heatth problems. She told us how as a white

woman, she had to fight to adopt her first two black children, even though the birth
parents agreed to the adoption and she had cared for them as a foster parent for 18
months. "l fought tooth and nail,” she said.
Later, she had similar trouble when she wanted to adopt her fifth child, who is
white. Authorities were concerned about placmg a white boy with four non-white

 brothers and sisters.

“Even though we went through some traumas in the adoptions, | would do it
again, | would do it 10 times over, " she said. "Adoptmg a child is the most gratifying
thing that ever happened to me.”

Atter Julie recounted her story, | asked her oldest son, Joey, if he had anything
to add. He nodded.

"l just want to thank my mother," he said.
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’REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
AT NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH EVENT :
WASHINGTON, D.C.

.. MRS. CLINTON: Good Afternoon. Thank you. Thank you.
Please be seated and please be welcomed to the White House. This
is a very special day for all of us. And there have been many
very important events that have occurred here in the East Room of
the White House, but I honestly don’t believe there is any that
is more important then what we are doing by celebrating National
Adoption Month. And November is a partlcularly appropriate tlme
- to highlight the importance of adoption in this country.

It’s hard to. believe but Thanksgiving and the Holiday Season
are a little more than a week away. And durlng this season we
traditionally focus on family. And we recognize how much we need
and depend on the love of our parents and spouses and children
and other relatlves. .So for all of you who are gathered here to
begin this celebration, that we hope will ignite a fire of
_enthusiasm throughout the country about adoption, I want to say
thank you. : :

There are several members of Congress here and I am
‘delighted that all of you.could 301n us. - Secretary of Health and
Human Serv1ces, Donna Shalala, a long time advocate of family and
children services is here with us because all of us believe that
there isn’t anything more important than our families and that
the families formed by adoption are special and deserve the
. support of all the rest of us. Because we want to emphasize that

there’s a need in our country to bring the richness and love and
support and guidance and discipline and attention of famlly 11fe
to every one of Amerlca S waltlng children.

As we go into the Holiday Season, I hope every American will.
recognize that there are tens of thousands of children waiting
for the love of a mother, a father, ‘a sister, a brother, to have
grandparents and aunts and uncles, to have a dog or a cat like
Socks. Tens of thousands of those children, -every single day,
are growing up without mothers or fathers to help teach them, to
nurture them and to tell them that they are special. We know
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they are, but they ‘need someone in thelr famlly to’ tell then
that. . : o

Often when we think of adoption, we have a picture in our
mind of infants being welcomed into a family. But adoption today
involves children and teenagers of all ages, backgrounds .and '
‘circumstances. In this room today are adoptive families and
waiting children who demonstrate the range of adoptive
experiences. Adoption has provided a new beginning for school-
aged children, for adolescents, for children with physical and
emotional and educational disabilities, children of different
races and cultures, and brothers and sisters who want to remain
together. ' ‘ '

Let me give you a plcture of the children in Amerlca who are
waiting. Six out of ten of them are school-aged children. Four
out of ten are white. Four out of ten are African-American. The
rest, Hispanic, Native American and every other race and color
that you can imagine. Two out of three have special needs. Each
one of these children has the capacity to love, to bring new joy
and energy into a family. Most of you who are here, the families
that already know that, are living proof of how adoption can be
successful and emotionally rewarding. But we need more of you.

I recently met with Shane Salter, a young man who grew. up in
‘foster care without ever beihg placed in a permanent family. He
described what that meant to him. He talked about his continued :
longing for parents who would not only care for him but who could
be grandparents to his own children. Adoption can change llves,
not only of those in the 1mmed1ate famlly, but through
generatlons

I know that adoption in America today can by frustrating and
emotionally draining and expensive. A newspaper column I wrote
about adoption this summer generated more responses than any
other I’ve written. I meet people throughout the country who-
come up and say they have read my column and they’re an adoptive
parent. Or they have read my column and they’re a foster parent.
Or they read my column, and they were adopted, Prospective
parents have written to tell me of the immense obstacles, the red
tape, and the costs, particularly the legal costs, that have led
them to despair of ever being able to adopt a child. ,

I want you to know that the President is committed to easing
and encouraging the adoption process. And I recently convened a
group of experts to discuss how to make the government a better
partner, and more responsive to the needs of prospective parents
and children.  In particular, the administration is working hard
to ease the adoption of minority and special-needs children:. The
President is committed to enforcing the Multi-Ethnic Placement
Act which prohibits adoption agencies from denying the placement




of a child solely on the basis of race, color, or national origin
. of a child or prospective adoptive parents.

The administration also championed -- and the first bill the
President signed -- was the Family and Medical Leave Act which
ensures that parents can take time off when they adopt a child
without fearing the loss of their jobs. And the administration
has launched a public education campaign about adoption. A
campaign in which I am very honored to partlclpate. These are
just some of the many 1n1t1at1ves, both in the government and in
the private sector, and in partnership between both the public
and private sectors, ‘that are designed to support the placement

of chlldren in loving homes.

But all of your efforts and all of the administration’s
efforts to strengthen our families and children could be
jeopardized by actions in Congress. The government currently
provides essential recruitment and training services for
prospective adoptive parents. As well as subsidies to families
who adopt special-needs children,. those living with Cerebral
Palsy, or HIV, or some other disability, since those children
have large medical and educational expenses. Many of the-
‘children who are special-needs, when they are adopted into
families, bring with them such large medical costs, that if
Medicaid is cut back substantially, the medical insurance for
many of those special-needs children will no longer be available
after they are adopted. Which would be a great tragedy, because
there are so many parents who just need a little bit of financial
help with the costs. Need a little bit of subsidy but then do
need continuing medical help to be able to open their lives to
these children.  So we must all who care about adoption know that
puttlng our nation’s economic house in order does not mean
sweeping out compassion and caring .for our neediest children and
families, making it less ‘likely they w1ll ever have a house of
their own.

We have to work together to improve our adoption system. In
the Proclamation for National Adoption Month the President said.
that citizens from all communities - and organizations.from the
public and private sectors must join together to renew our
commitment to finding permanent homes for each one of America’s
children. 'Two of the private foundatlons d01ng this important
work are the Ann E. Casey Foundation which is active in five
states, and the W.K. Kellogg Foundatlon s’ Famllles For Klds,
active in ten states.

I wish we could re-double, re-triple our efforts. I believe
.that if we really put our minds to it, if we could recruit
qualified volunteers out of our judicial system and our legal
system and our social work system to be assigned to each child
who is waiting to be adopted. ' We could make it possible for
thousands and thousands more children to be adopted by this time
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- next year. We have to put our minds to it but there is no more
important task than trying to do everything in our power to
ensure that every child has a family.

Perhaps no person has been a more effective advocate for
children waiting to be adopted, than our next speaker. The
founder of Wendy’s, the star of T.V., Dave Thomas started
- speaking out on adoption in 1990 when he became the national

. spokesperson for the White House Initiative on Adoption. As an

adopted child himself, he says he would not have become the
successful father, husband and businessman he is today, had he
not been able to grow up in a supportive family.

" The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption seeks to make
--adoption more affordable, streamline the adoption process, and
educate the public about the potential joys of adoption. Mr.

- Thomas believes that no child is unadoptable and every child
deserves a home and a.loving family. But he knows, as we all do,
that we have to overcome some misconceptions about adoption. We
have to make it very clear that the children who are waiting are
children just like yours and mine and every other child who goes
. to school and plays in playgrounds. They are America’s children.
And we have to make it clear to America that they would benefit
greatly from having one of. these children in their lives.

‘Mr. Thomas has also been a leader in the campaign to
encourage corporations to extend maternity benefits to adoptive
parents. This is so important. We do a terrible job in our
country of ensuring maternity benefits in nearly every instance
in most of the businesses in our country. It’s important for new
parents to be able to spend time with that child. Think how

V "important it is for a new child coming into a strange home,

filled with anticipation to have some time where he is the center
of that family’s attention, and that at least one parent gets a
" chance to spend that time with the child.

Within Wendy’s, adoption:benefits are paid leave and
financial assistance with adoption costs. Available to employees
who have been with the company for at least one year. All of us
are very proud of Mr. Thomas’ leadership and grateful to him for -
it. S - .

Following him to the podium will be the Reverend Wayne
Thompson, President of One Church-One Child. This is one of the
great ideas in America. And I wish every church would join One
Church-One Child. Because through One Church-One Child, we have
seen literally hundreds of thousands of children being given
homes who might otherwise not have been known to anyone. And the
church serves as a back-up extended family for the members who
adopt children. Through this work, thousands of African-American
children have found loving homes and supportive church
congregations.




You will also be hearlng from the Marshall Family. The
-proud parents of two beautiful little girls, they have
.experienced so much love and happiness with their two daughters,
that they have spent considerable time promoting adoption in
their own community. In fact, they are the famlly featured in
the posters supporting. adoptlon.that appear in Wendy’s
restaurants around the world. '

And then finally, we will hear from a young woman who knows
exactly what’s at stake. Deanna is 13. She lived in a foster
home for seven years before moving into a group home in Topeka,
Kansas. Though she no longer lives with her two foster 51sters,
she is still close to them and she is still waiting. She is a
cheerleader, an avid reader, and a budding poet -- and a lovely
~ young woman based on my experlence with her a few minutes ago.

. So these people’ who will be speaking to you have the
experlence that we would like to see transmitted to every
American. They know what it’s like to form a family by choice.
To be able to say, I choose you to be my son or daughter. And in
" return to know what it’s like as a child to have the love and
support that can only come from one’s own family. So please join
‘me in welcoming Mr. Dave Thomas." :

Dave Thomas: "Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. I thank
you Mrs. Clinton. I asked Mrs. Clinton about, something like
about a year ago, if she would help. And she said, "I will."
‘And that’s the reason why we’re here today so I just want
everyone to know that Mrs. Clinton and the Pres1dent are
dedicated to adoptlon. So let’s give them a blg hand, because
they did it. :

, ~ Let.me tell you why I’‘m interested in adoption. I was
.adopted as Mrs. Clinton said, and my mother, my foster mother
died when I was about five years old. And I was born out of
wedlock and I had nothing to do with it -- trust me. And I had
nothing to do about being adopted, it wasn’t my fault. But I was
adopted and I had six, no not six, 'I had three more foster
mothers and step-mothers and then I left when I was 15 years old.
But I do know how 1mportant it is, a family. And all through my
life I’ve always been envious of mothers and fathers. Because
I’'ve never seen my mother and father. And if you have never seen -
your mother and father and the nurturing, you know everyone
deserves the love and nurturing, when you grow up. I never had
it, and I’ve always been kind of jealous of it.

~ And my kids, I have five children, fourteen grandchildren,
and I probably spoil them for that reason. Now whether that’s
~good or bad, but it’s one of the things that, I wasn’t spoiled.
But I know one thing, I d1d have a grandmother that d1d care for
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me. She was my foster grandmother and I didn’t find out until I
was 13 years.old -that I was adopted, and I was really hurt. So I
do know how 1mportant it is and I feel so sorry for these
children today, in particular, parents who don’t take care of
their children. I mean I just think it’s a crime. I think we
need to have an education to educate these parents about
respon51b111ty I don’t know how you feel about it but I’'m real
strong on respon51b111ty -

You know, in foster care, there is almost a half-million
children in foster care right now. And there’s about 100,000
waiting to be adopted. And when we started the foundatlon, we
said, well, we need to have some goals. 'And our objective was to

‘make adoptlon affordable and take the red tape out of adoption,

and so that’s what we’ve really been trying to do. And so the
first thing we did, we put adoption benefits right with .the
maternity benefits. And I want everybody to undérstand it’s kind.
of a no-brainer. If you have maternity beneflts, add adoption
benefits. And we’ve done that-- '

I‘m even trying to get the federal government to do the
same. Right Mrs. Clinton? Mrs. Clinton said she’s g01ng support
me. Congressmen? -- Women? -+ Senators? Don’t forget now,
because it’s really important. But right now we have, in about
th1rty five states, we have adoption benefits. And in cities and
in corporations. We wrote all kinds of letters and it’s really
the right thing to do. We have not said how much, but just to
help.

And we also have a bill in: the Congress to a tax-credit.
And I think it’s something for -- adoption is expensive. .And we
need to help people to adopt as Mrs. Clinton said. And I hope

" this bill -- Debby -- is going to work out real well. I hope
everybody supports it because it’s really an important thing.

‘ And then, I think that the next th1ng that we’ve been
working on, is that we’ve tried something that we call a

' computer. Does everybody understand what computers are? And Jan

Heffner is the Director of the Dave Thomas Foundation -- stand up

- Jan -- Jan has been working on this real, real hard.

You know what it is, it’s really children with willing
parents. Now the children need to be matched with willing
parents. And what’s happened is. IBM, AT&T and Marriot have
helped with some government agencies. working to make this happen.
And the first example case of adoption’s waiting chlldren on- 11ne
throuqh the National Adoption Center, there was 100,000 ‘
inquiries. Am I rlght Jan? Over 100,000. So Internet is really
something that we’re really trying to work on.



. We're trylng to do everything we can to make it possible and
remind people about adoption. Because, what happens, these kids

" are out there, and they go from foster home to foster home. I

was in Chicago not too long ago and a little boy, six years old,.
was in sixteen foster homes. Can you imagine that? I mean
that’s not fair. So that’s what we’re really trying to do and if
we can get the federal government -- that would really be a good .
example to put in for all the federal workers adoption benefits.
Don’t you think so?" : :

Mrs. Clinton: "I do."

Dave Thomas: "So, I’d just like to say this, I’d like to
just say this. I think this is really a great event. I think
it’s something that we need to work on. And the more awareness
and the more we talk about it. And I just keep talking about,
and some people like to listen to me and some den‘’t. But I’m
going to keep talking because that -- every boy and every glrl
deserves a loving famlly So thank you, and god bless you."

Wayne Thompson. "Thank you Mrs. Clinton for the opportunlty

‘to be a part of this historic day, and for your help in raising

the awareness of the need for adoptlons in our nation. The
importance of adoption of children throughout our country can
never be overstated. For these children are fortunate enough to
have loving, permanent homes, in which they have been nurtured
and cared for. They’re led into adulthood with the support of
parents which every child is entitled to and every Chlld
requires. :

The famlly values are embodled by those parents who choose
to bring children into their families and experience the joys of
parenthood. The mission of the National One Church-One Child is
to challenge each and every African-American congregatlon to
adopt one African-American child. We believe that this furthers

" our need in our community for taking respon51b111ty for our

children. Believe me, this plan works.

In our churoh,~we have had over sixteen adoptions since my
involvement in this worthwhile program. In fact, there’s one
little boy who thinks he’s pastor. When he was adopted I noticed
that -- I always go to the door to greet the members as they
leave -- I noticed that my line was shorter than usual, and I
became . a little bit concerned. I looked around and saw him
shaking hands. And he had been adopted by a single-parent, a
young woman who was an accountant; so I went over to him and I
said, ‘Now listen, there are some ground rules in this church.
I'm the pastor -- and I shake everybody s hands so if you want to

‘shake hands, come stand by me.’ Well the brightness of his eyes
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told the whole story. That where he had had no friends, no
extended family, no church'home, he was rejoicing, because now he
had a new famlly and new friends.. -

We'’ve had enormous success in placing children in our
community in much needed adoptive homes. Many families, however,
cannot adopt children without the help of the federal guarantee
of financial assistance for every child and especially for
special-needs children. This includes the children with Downs
Syndrome and Cerebral Palsy and HIV AIDS and crack-cocaine
addictive. These children are important too.  And children are
important to god and so our mission is one that we feel that we
‘must continue to fight until the battle has been won.

The average family could not accept the responsibility for
these children without the federal guarantee of financial
assistance that is currently provided. This guarantee enables
these families to care for children who would otherwise languish
in the foster care system. And we are aware that there are
welfare reform proposals that are pending now in Congress that
would eliminate this much needed guarantee. And so our aim, and
our struggle continues as we sound the alarm throughout our
communities and from our pulpits, that there are children who are
needed to be adopted, but that the government needs to accept the
partnership which we offer. We offer it willingly. We offer it
gladly. :

Two out of three children who are waiting for adoption in
this country have special-needs, making this federal guarantee
more essential than every before. 1In the history of One Church-:
One Child, since 1980, more than 90,000 children have found homes
through our congregatlons across thlS nation.

We thank god.for the vision of Father Clemence many years
ago and we thank you, Mrs. Clinton, for the vision you’ve cast
" forth today, because with your support and the support of those
who represent and make up our government, we know that the
prayers of the righteous will be answered. And so we offer, in-
this partnership consortium, the prayers of many people who want.
children to have permanent loving homes. Many pastors who work
in our programs have themselves, like me, become adoptive parents-
and so we know that we practice what we preach. &And we know that
the children are the ones who get the blessing. :

Again, thank you for making this a -special day for children
across this nation. We know that they long and deserve
permanent, loving homes. ' And so that the need for further
guaranteed federal protection most come and we believe with the
help of god it will come. Thank you." .
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Mrs. Marshall: "First of all, I’d like to thank Mrs.

‘clinton, Mr. Thomas and all others involved, for inviting my

family to be a part of this special event for a very important
issue. '

First of all, I would like to say that if only everyone out

‘there knew, how much joy and happiness Kayla and Terry have

brought into me and my husband’s life, everyone would be lined up
at all adoption agencies‘everywhere to adopt a child.

My husband and I have been married for 12 years. After
being married 9 years, we decided we wanted children. I went to
the doctor and found out that ‘I wasn’t able to have children. I
used to always watch a local spot on our local news program

" called, ‘Wednesday’s Child‘. They highlight on children that are

up for adoption and need homes. So we decided to call Franklin
County Children’s Services and see how we could go through the
adoption process. _ 4 , .

They invited us to an adoption party in April of 1992. We
were there for about an hour and there were hundreds of kids
there from the ages of new-born to 7 years of age. We were there
and we played with kids, we made balloons, we jumped rope and
then all of a sudden, a little girl comes in. She was late. She
came. in and she had her little friend’s hand and I looked at my
husband and I said, ‘Look at those jaws, I just love her.’ When
I first saw her, we knew that she was the one.

She talked to us at'lunch, shé asked for our fruit that wé
didn’t want. She wasn’t shy at all. And so we knew that she was
the one and we called the next day and said that we wanted to

start our class immediately, we wanted to get her as soon as
possible. After we adopted Terry, she wanted sisters and

brothers and so we said, ‘Hey, we’re willing to go and adopt
another.’ So then, Kayla comes into our life and there’s not a
day that doesn’t go by that she just makes us smile and laugh ‘so
much. And if we had room in our home we would adopt 1,000 kids,
no matter what race, what religion, color. We just love kids,
because children are our future.

I remember when one day we didn’t have kids, back when we
didn’t have kids, we adopted 15 children, nieces, nephews, '
neighbors’ kids, and we went to the Ice Capades. We took up a
whole row. We came back to our one bedroom apartment, we threw a
big pajama party for 15 children. So, I mean, if we had room, we
would adopt more, but we don’t have the room in our home but we
do have the room in our hearts. And we would like to let the
kids know that -are waiting for families and homes to keep the
faith and with a little bit of help, hope and prayer, you’ll all
have a family and a home some day. Thank you."




'Deanna Moppin: "My name is Deanna Lee Moppin. I have been

'in SRS custody ever since I was five years old. I was removed

from my birth home because of sexual abuse. I was then placed in.
a new home where I remained for seven years, but then we seemed
to have some problems so I was removed from that home along with
two other of the girls that were in there.

'We were placed in a shelter in Topeka, Kansas where we.
remained for a few nights before moving on to the villages. In
the villages, I have two foster parents and there are nine other
kids living with me. The foster parents try to help us feel good
about ourselves and they try to help us with our problems and
they do the best to find us all good homes that we will happy in.

some of the kids have nowhere to go, so they just have to
keep putting one foot in front of the other and hope for the best
while making goals for themselves until they reach their :
destination. : '

For most of them their destination is adoption. It is also
one of mine. The reasons that I want to get adopted is usually
if I want to go to the movies, I have to ask my house parents and
they have to ask my village social worker who has to ask my
social worker -- and then it has to come back the same way. That
usually takes awhile. And if I want clothes, I have to ask my
house parents who have to ask my village social worker who has to-
ask my social worker. There is also paper work that needs to be
done and that usually takes up to about three weeks. .

The other reasons that I want to"be adopféd_is I would have -
a place that I could call home. I would have a room that I could .
call my room. I would have a family that I could love and would

love me back.

I wrote a poem about waiting for a home and I WOuld like to
share it with you now: » : -

My nerves cringe with excitement as I must wait.

I don’t know when it will happen, there is no date.
My one wish that I hope to come true.

Will you make my_wish come true, will you?:

I don’t want to be here forever, I.want a home.
Please get me out of this system and out of this dome.

Does anyone want me; it feels like three whole years.
I am still waiting for you, I’m so close to tears.

I want to live happy with my spirit so free."
Only you can make it happen; when will it be?
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The papers are here, you have finally heard.
I’'d fly to you now if I were a bird.

One question left; Do we make.a pair?
Are you somebody who will really care?

I hope you’re the one for other choices have come.
I’11 go through them all for my choice should not be dumb.

I‘ve always been hoping for this day to arrive.
Without a good family I could not survive.

My nerves boil with excitement I no longer wait.
I know when it will happen and I do know the date.

Mrs. Clinton: "I want to thank everyone who’s here and all
of the participants. I want to invite all of you into the sState
Dining Room where there will be a reception and some cookies and
things for all of the children who have demonstrated
extraordinary patience this afternoon. I just want to end w1th
something that really, I think, echoes what everyone said. ' The
primary responsibility for ch11dren.11es_w1th the parents and
parents have the highest obligation to their own children and
should do everything in their power to take care of those
children. But sometimes for a lot of reasons that go back to the
beginning of human history, that responsibility is not accepted.
And then all the rest of us, I think, have the responsibility.

We are a part of every child’s famlly whether we acknowledge it
or not. And so in any way that we can, we should try to accept
that responsibility and give the love and attention that every
child who was born deserves to have. And so that’s what we hope
the result of this National Adoption Month campaign will lead to
-- more and more Americans. accepting respon51b111ty for all our
‘chlldren Thank you very nuch. "

11




TALKINGITOVER .
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, OCTOBER 28-29, 1995

When 1 first bagan writing this column more than three months ago, | hoped to
oocaslonally use this space to respond to the many peopla who write to me. '
So far, | have recelved more heartwarming and thought-provoking letters than |
* can count. | also have recelved a few angry letters whose contents cannot ba -
published in a family newspaper. S | T
fve heard from a class of second- and third-graders In Kansas who are
concemed about pollution, @ man from linols who Is campalgning agalnst tobacco
use, and a retiree In Florida worred about the high cost of heatth care.
A boy from Texas wanted to know what Socks eats (dried cat food) and a
10-year-old in-Minnesota asked how many rooms are ln tha White House (132).
{ wish | could respond to all of these letters in this coluni‘n. Instoad, | can only
answer a few. ‘ | |
Many readors wrote In response to my column In July about our nation's
complicated system of adoption and the thousands of needy children who are waiting
- for permanent, loving homes. Not surprisingly, | heard from lots of people who sald
they were eager 10 adopt children but had become overwhelmed by the long walt, red
tape and high cost involved. . S
A Florida woman, frustrated by a lack of communication amang adoption
agencies and govemment soclal workers, summed up the feeflings of many
prospective adoptive parents: °| know there is a littig girt in this country somewhere
waiting for my home.” ) ‘ .
“ Ona couple from Oregon, trying to adopt through a county agency, was told that

it might take several years before a child was available. Their attemative, to adopt
through a private agency. could cost $16,000 or more. ‘

~ Because these problems are o widespread - and because so many chiidren
continue to languish in foster care — | recently got together a group of experts,
adoption advocates and concsrned parents 0 help people lear more about adoption
and to make the process simpler and more. officiant for walting parents. There Is no
. reason so many loving parents cannot be united with children desperate for thelr care
" and attention. o :
" | also have recelved mailbags of letters about my trip to the United Nations

Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing In September. Some people were.
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concarned about my partlclpétlon. and many othars wera enthuslastic about it. A few
exprossed thalr outrage over Infanticide and coerced abortions in China, probloms.
that people became more aware of because the conference was held there. Others
wondered If the conference wouid really make a difference in improving women's
rights around the world. - - - o

| believe the conference was an Important and historic first step in glving women
the tools they need to lead productive lives. More than 180 nations agroed for the first
time that women are Integral to the economic, political and soclal kfe of every country
and that global peace and prosperity depend on the well-baing of women. -

However, the conference In Beljing will only be @ lasting success If
governments, Institutions and each of us In our own lives work to ensure that women
are full and equal partners In soclety. Here at home, for example, the President has
created a special White House Council on Women that will enable government
agencies to work together and reach out to private organizations to fulfill the goals of
the women's conference. . "

'Health lssues were on the minds of many readers. | heard from scores of Gulf
War veterans and thelr famifies, who were concemed about the government's
response to llinesses commonly referred to as Gulf War Syndrome. | hope those
famifies, many of whom have suffered greatly, know that'the Presidant i\as established
an advisory committee to Investigate Gulf War veterans' linesses. . R

- Perhaps the most gratifying health-related letter | recelved came from Miram

‘Murtha, a Virginla woman who got & mammogram as a fesult of our breast cancer
awareness campalgn that began earlier this year. Her screening found two malignant
tumors before they could spread to other parts of her body. "l will be having regular '
checkups from now on.” she wrote. | | |
| Children also wrote to me with suggestions and questions. Many wondered I |
eould ralse thelr allowances, lower the voting age of send them free tickets to
Washington. (Sorry, | can't.) | -

And quite a few offared thelr own editorial comments. *I think there should be no
more drugs. | dont want any more guns and no more pollution,” wrote Brandon
Jackson, & second-grader from Kansas. |

To Brandon and averyone eleo who wrote to me over these last few months,

~ thanks for talking things over with me. o | | -
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