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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Women's Emergency Committee 

October 8, 1998 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Thank you very much. I ~m so pleased to be here on this glorious October 
afternoon for this important occasion, and to see so many of yo.u in this audience 
who are my friends and people with whom I have worked on all kinds of issues 
here in Little Rock and in our state, and to be here to celebrate and acknowledge 
the accomplishments of so many women who came together at a time of crisis and 
made such a difference. It is an extraordinary opportunity for all of us to say thank 
you .. 

I just realized when I was listening to Jim Dailey that I was born in Chicago and 
now call Little Rock home, and they both have mayors named Dailey who are doing 
terrific jobs for their cities. And I am always pleased to be with Irene. Samuel, who 
has been an inspiration to nearly every one of us in this audience and countless 
more for her conviction and her commitment and her just plain fun personality and 
good humor when she was nagging you about doing something that you knew you 
should do and never would give up -- but always with a smile and all the while 
getting the job done. 

I am very pleased that Alma Williams could be here and Sander Vancour who could 
share his memories with us, and I am very grateful to Jim Shelly and to 
Southwestern Bell for their understanding of how important this is. I got a lump in 
my throat when the five presidents from our public high schools came up because I 
think that any member of the Emergency Women's Committee, today or in the past 
would have been proud to see those young men and women standing before us 
leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

So it is a tremendous honor for me to be here and to stand in the company of so 
many· courageous women and to join you here at the site of that important first 
meeting. Now when one thinks about Mrs. Terry, it is impossible not to be filled 
with admiration for all that she did, all that she meant, all that she encouraged. 
And it is this place where she and Vivian Brewer and Velma Powell --and so many 
of you and others who are no longer with us -- convened that very first meeting of 
the Women's Emergency Committee. · · 

Since March when the membership roster of the WEC was made public, I have read 
and re-read the names -- many of which I recognized, many that I did not. But I 
was amazed at how many were familiar to me because during my years of living 
here in Little Rock, so many of the same names were part of important efforts that 
were ongoing to improve the quality of life in our city and our state. Names that 



worked for the arts, names that continue to wo,rk for public education, names that 
were at the forefront of improving health care for people, names that took stands 
on behalf o.f our continuing efforts for civil rights and soCial justice. Names that 
didn't just end with the work that they did in the 50's and the early 60's but were 
still there living and vibrant in the recent past and present of Little Rock and 
Arkansas. 

\ . . . 

So even though the WEC was disbanded in 1963, the women who made up the 
WEC did not give up their struggles, their fights and their commitments. They 
didn't stop fighting for public education and they didn't stop fighting for justice. 
They didn't stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we 
have just seen as one example in Irene today, their fighting spirit has not stopped. 

This list of 1 ,281 names is more than a membership roster, it is an honor roll. And 
for the first time, we are not only learning these women's names, we are learning 
their stories -- stories of their bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of 
violence, and triumph in the face of terror. 

In the struggle to open the schools the women of the WEC faced hate mail and 
harrassment, police surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC 
members were treated as a curiosity -- like. the post Civil War southern suffragettes 
in the early part of our century-- in their white gloves and hats. 

At worst, they were called race mixers· and communists and epithets too awful to 
repeat. And yet, those women endured it all. They endured it because they 
believed what they were doing was right and important and that opening the. 
schools was not in and of itself a significant act but that it symbolized the kind of 
society they wanted to be a part of and they contributed to build. 

And so, with a quiet and solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats 
and made their way to the Committee's office, usually here, but sometimes in 
another member's home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small 
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful 
grassroots movement -- a coalition that helped defeat the segregationists on the 
Little Rock School Board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored 
integration. 

Even when the WEC didn't win a battle, as Velma Powell said, "We got attention." 
I particularly enjoy the story I was told of a popular radio call-in show that residents 
of Little Rock used to tune.into after dinner. During the school crisis, the air waves 
were dominated by segregationists who ranted and raved and took over the. 
program. But one night, the women of the WEC decided that they had heard 
enough. They called the program, all 65 of them all at once, tying up every line for 
the entire two-hour show. 



And ·since they couldn't even mentio·n the worked integration without being cut off 
from talking on the show, they talked about anything and everything else-- how to 
can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to keep empty beer bottles off the 
highway -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air. 

Even small triumphs like this made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a 
group· of embattled ladies with grit and determination could come together despite 
their differences and stand up for what was right even in the most difficult of 
times. White and black, ·women were instrum·ental for the ·struggle of civil rights 
here, throughout the South and throughout our country. . 
Their leadership may not have captured all the headlines, but it was l~adership in 
the truest sense. And so many of those leaders are really still influencing us today. 
Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots, political 
action. Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers 
of wome~ into politics and new organizations tha·t emulated the techniques of the · 
WEC. 

I read an old article by the distinguished journalist Roy. Reed, in which he quoted an 
Arkansas State Representative-who called these new women's groups, including 
the WEC and the ones the WEC spawned, the "worst ever to come before the· 
legislature." Now that really was a high compliment because what it meant was 
that the women who showed up in their white gloves and their hats had become 
dogged and determined advocates and lobbyists -- a force to be reckoned with. 

In a sense, these women came,-together as women have always done-- around 
kitchen tables, .at the market, in gatherings like the ones held here in Mrs. Terry's 
home. Wives and mothers, sisters and daughters, few ~ere household names but 
their voices in harmony made a powerful sound -- powerful enough to be heard and 
be heeded. 

I have thought a lot .about coming here. I have looked forward to it with great 
anticipation because in the last several months I have participated in conferences in 
three different parts of the world called Vital Voices. VitaJ Voices is an attempt to 
bring women together in countries, particularly new democ·racies, where women 
have not yet found theirvoice. And I have talked about how women in our country 
have stood up in very critical tim~s in our past to make sure their voices have been 
heard. . . 

So whether it was in Vienna, Austria a year ago where women from the former 
Soviet Union gathered because all of a sudden they wanted to know what did it 
mean to be a citizen of a democracy -- how did they make a difference -- or the 
Vital Voices Conference in Belfast, Northern Ireland where for the first time 
Catholic and Protestant women came together in common cause to learn how they 



could influence the peace process and help build a stable, secure peace in their 
land. And then, last Friday, in Montevideo, Uruguay, women from all over Latin 
America gathered because they were, for the first time, realizing that the years of 
oppression and authoritarian governments and terrorism and civil war were finally 
and thankfully and hopefully over forever. They too needed to think of ways they 
would make their contributions to building their country. 

Well, every one of them could have taken lessons from the ladies of the WEC. If 
we could spare Irene, we could send her throughout the entire world, encouraging 
and inspiring women to rise up and make sure their voices are heard. Because that 
is really what is at the root of what this group did that was so remarkable. 

They were able to find common ground in a crisis. They were able to put aside 
their own personal fears and come together-- often at great costs. They were 
able, if not to enlist their families, at least to quiet the concerns and to bear the 
losses such as the loss of business and the loss of patience and all that came with 
it. And there are women all over the world today who may not know specifically 
about the WEC, but know enough to realize that there have been other· women who 
came before who .took risks for ·democracy, who stood up for social justice, who 
laid claim to their children's future to build a better society together. 

In part, opportunity and fairness was what the WEC was all about, especially 
opportunity through education. And if you look at the old documents that the WEC 
produced, there is a saying at the Arkansas History Commission that goes "to get 
the best job, your child needs the best schools. ·Let's have the best schools for the 
most children-- three.public schools." That simple message drove the WEC 
forward and it is still an important mesage in our country today. 

·I learned a lesson when I was recently in Belfast, Ireland, when person after person 
came up to me and said that one of our biggest problems is that our children have 
never gone to school with each other. There are two separate systems of 
education -- one for Catholic .children and one for Protestant children.· And until 
there is a free, public school education system which will draw all children 
together, there is not much hope we will be able to change attitudes and create 
relationships as quickly as we need to. 

And I couldn't help but think how important it has been for our country and in 
effect, what a singular accomplishment it has been that we have been committed 
to public schools -- free public schools open to all children. It is the best 
investment our country has ever made. It remains the best investment that our 
country· should make. 

Nothing better helps us bridge our divisions .and bind together our nations than 
strengthening our public schools. That should .be a priority for every community in 
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our nation. It is certainly a priority -- as you know so well -- of my husband, who 
has fought for better public schools here at home and throughout the nation for as 
many years as he has been in public service. And his committment to excellent 
public education has led him to produce an agenda which deserves to be given 
serious attention. 

In this Congress, even though there are a few days left, it is not too late for them 
to do something that is good for the children and people of America. School is 
almost O!Jt of session on Capitol Hill -- and like many parents we are glad to see it's 
nearly over -- but there is still time for Congress to step up to this responsibility and 
place politics and partisanship at the schoolhouse door and strengthen America's 
public schools to provide the kind of attention that children need by providing more 
teachers for lower classroom sizes, to modernize and repair our school buildings, to 
create higher standards that we can all work to achieve, and to provide after-school 
and summer programs. 

The agenda may have been different when the WEC was working to open the 
schools but it is the same agenda at heart. How do we make sure that these five 
young, impressive Americans who represent the young people of not only this city, 
but this nation, are given a chance to reach the fullest that their God-given potential 
can give them through the kind of public education to which our children should be 
entitled. 

· So that is one of the lessons that is still with us today that the WEC has given us 
through the years. The second is the importance that they place on the basic duty 
of citizenship, namely to vote. They understood how important and critical it was 
that every citizen be enlisted to demonstrate that by that simple act of voting, they 
were once again committing themselves to a democratic way of life. · 

They urged people to vote .. They had telephone polling. They did everything they 
could because they knew that the elected leadership, if any ·community, will make 
decisions that will affect the people. And that is something we have to remind 
ourselves of over and over again these days. It really does matter who sits on a 
·school board, or in a mayor's office, or in the Oval Office, or in the halls of 
Congress. It really does matter. 

. .. 
So now that we are about three-and-a-half weeks from the election, in the spirit of 
the WEC, I would urge everyone to be sure that you not only vote, but to bring 5 or 
1 0 more to vote to make sure that everyone understands what the WEC 
understood -- that this is a critical, I would argue, even sacred obligation for the 
right to live in this country and to enjoy our blessings together. 

And finally, all of us should just think about the courageous examples of the 
women who started and filled the membership rosters of the WEC in times when 



their. commitment meant that they might be followed by a state police car or 
receive a death threat by telephone, or have their husband come home and with a 
shake of his head say he just lost a piece of business. · 

If we can remember their willingness to stand up and do what what was right, if 
we.can summon up their courage and determination, then when we face struggles 
and difficulties in our own time, in standing up for what is right and in standing up 
to be counted on the side of those who are willing to make sacrifices to improve 
the life of our community and our country, then that might be one of the lasting 
tributes we can give to all of them. 

. . 

So here on this beautiful afternoon in front of this lovely home which has been . . . 
turned into a magnificen~ museum, let us pledge once again not merely to honor the 
memory of the WEC by reading the names o'n the window or reading Sarah's book 
or by talking to the women who are here, but to do that and more. 

t 

We must recommit ourselves to public education, to make sure that everyone we 
can touch', reach and talk to understands how important it is to vote. And finally, 
to be inspired now and in the future by the example of these brave and courageous 
women who met here all those years ago and changed history but can continue to 
influence the present a'nd the future as well. 

Thank you all very much. 
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i=irst ladY Hillary Rodharri .Clin­
ton hugs Irene Samuels, one of 
the leaders of the Women's 
Emergency Committee from 

··1956-1963, after Mrs. Clinton 
spoke Thursday at the group's 
40th-anniversary reunion. . 

'First lady cool 
in LR ·as vote 
·taken iii n.·c~ 

BY DANNY SHAMEER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT·GAZETIE 

Undaunted by the vot~ for 
a presidential impeachment 
inquiry, first lady Hillruy 
Rodham Clinton returned to 
Little Rock on ThurSday to 

. raise money for Democratic 
candidates' · and honot: a 
group that worked to reopen 
the. city's high schools after 
the 1957 desegregation crisis. 

Throughout her roimds, 
·she made no reference.to the 
events in Washington sur­
·rounding the president's af­
fair with former White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky. But 
Thursday night, when 4th 
Congressional District .candi­
date Judy Smith proclaimed 
that "like thousands ·of peo­
ple that I have p'ersonally 

· met with ... I believe enough 
is enough," the first· lady 
smiled broadly ~d joined in 
the roar of applause .. '.'No 
more, please, no· more," 

· Smith added: 
Appearing ~n~fled by 

See FIRST l.AI)Y, Page 1.3A 
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Lents in Washington, the fust 
lady opened her 24-how- visit by, 
speaking to about. ::.00 people at . 
the 40th reunion ·of the Women's 

1 Emergency Coi:nmittee. . · 
I When she praised President 

G:linton's work on public school ed­
t.kation. she urged Congress to 
support her husband's policies .. 
I She said his agenda deserved 
>erious attention. · 
I "Even though they. only have a 
(ew days left, it is not too late for 
them to do somethirig good for the 
Jhildren and the people of Ameri­
ca," the first lady said. generating 
applause. . . . 
I· "School is almost out of session 

on· Capitol Hill and, like many par­
~nts, we're glad to ·see it nearly 
over," she said, prompti~ laugh­
t~r from the crowd. "But there is 
s:tin time for Congress to step up to 
its responsibility, to leave politics 
~nd partisanship at the school- . 
!louse door and strengthen Ameri-. 
~a·s public schools." . 
I The crowd greeted her warmly 
from the. moment she stepped· onto. 

~~~u~~~.:"s~~ ~~~t~~~ri~l; F".i-d Iaiiy HillarY· Roc:tli.im Clinton waves to the·. crowd 
3..s she sat on stage, listening to oth- Thursday as speakers (from left) Sander Vanocur of televi­
er speakers and sometimes nod- sian's History Channel; former Women's Emergency Com-
1ing at particular remarks. ·. · _ ,mi~e. l.eader Irene Samuels, Little'Rock Mayor Jim Dailey, 

. Arl<ansa:s Democrat-Gazette/STEPHEN B. THORNTON 

and Southwestern Bell President Jim Shelley prepare to 
take their seats outside the. Decorative Arts Museum for the 
commemoration of the Womeri's Emergency Committee's 
4f:?th anniversary. 

I When it was her turn to speak, . 
;he crowd rose, giving.her a one-· 
cninute ovation. 
I Her speech at the Women's 
Smergency Committee reunion 
!vas part of a series of events rec­
~gnizing the anti-segregation 
:ioup's work in the late 1950s and 
~arly 1960s. 
I The committee formed after 
I he integration of Little Rock Cen­
:r al High SchooL Little Rock's high 
\chools were closed in the 1958-59 
.l•cadernic year when popular sen­
.iment favored closing schools· 
~•vel:' racial integration. 
I Mrs. Clinton praised the com­
Tiittee, which she describe as 
:ourageous and determined in its 

l
'ight to reopen the schools. 

She said that when she saw th<?. 
.,281 committee members' names 

1vhen they were released in March 
;or the first time, she recognized 
nany of the:in as leaders in the 
~rts, health care and education 
:Vhen she was Arkansas' first lady. 

I 
Shaking hands in the crowd af­

erward, she greeted some people 
·)Y name. Those in. the crowd who 
mew ·her before she became first 
lady said she did not appear trou­
·)led by events in Washington. I "She seems as strong and confi­
lent as ever," U.S. District Judge 

1iency Woods said. Mrs. Clinton 
:vas the attorney· for the judge's ad­
lisory committee when he han­
illed the :Ulaski County school de­
;egregatlon case.· 

·1 "She seemed to me like her 
asual self: poised, confident. You 
':now, she seems as determined as 
·he Women's Emergency Commit­
ce was,"· he said. 

Stephen Engstrom, a Little 
tcick law:Yer, said she ''seems fired 
tp. I told her I wish I could team 
tp with her on a trial. She seemed 
o full of energy and so strong." 

Elizabeth Eckford and Hazel 
· ilassery showed up together to 
tear Mrs. Clinton speak. Eckford 
vas one of the nine black students 
vho integrated Central High in 
.957. Massery was one of the white 
.tudents who joined a crowd pur­
utng EeKiora as sne tnea to enter 
he school alone. On Thursday, 
ttey described each other as 
(iends just ge.tting together.for an­
•ther outing. 

~~~~~;;.;K~~~vV..A~N~OONGS 
First lBdy Hillary Clinton waves· to the crowd as she is cheered by Arkansas Ed­
ucation Association President Linda Pondexter before speaking Thursday night 
in Little Rock at a rally.for Senate candidate Blanche Lincoln. 

"I think it's an honor· to have a gency Committee on, oi ·an days, 
national figure like Mrs. Clinton the day when Congress seelts im­
recogni.ze the workofi:Jle Women's peachment hearings." 
Emergency Committee," Eckford · Thursday night, Mrs. Clinton ap­
said. "It's diffieult today for people pean:d at a joint .f\lnd-raiser for 
to recognize how brave and daring 'Smith. and gubernatorial candidate 
they were. The committee changed· 'Bill· Bristow and at the Arkansas 
tlie role of women in society, and · Cancer Research Center's annual 
Mrs. Clinton is fHling that role to- , gala; 8-'il well as a rally for Senate 
day.'' · candidate Blanche Lincoln. 

People in the crowd had mixed At the Cancer Research Cen~r 
reactions to the House's achon gathering, Glen Hooks, ·executive 
Thursday. Some disliked the director of the state Democratic 
prospect of impeachment hear- Party, said of the House vote for an 
ings. Others ·thought the focus impeachment inquiry that he was 
ought to be limited to fanner "disappointed they left it as open­
White House·· aide. Monica Lewin·· : ended as they did.". . · . , ' · 
sky,. while some thought a . wider "There's no deadline, no limit­
scope was needed. No one was un- ed scope. It shows the Republican 
happy about the first lady's vtsit. leadership is about partisanship 

"I think she's a brave woman," rather than progress," he said. 
said Alf.red Hampton of Little · Sharon Priest, the Democrat 
Rock. who supported a limited im- seeking re-election as secretary of 
peachment hearing. "She's stick- state, said the House vote wasn't 
ing by her man, and she has,a lot unexpected, "but people are fed 
01 nean, ana she's not lettmg the .up and they are stck ofit. 
situation get the best of her. "Like Judy Smith said, enough 

"As a matter of fact, I think it's is enough,'.' Priest said. 
very noble of her to come to Little Pat Youngdahl of Little ROck, a 
Rock to honor the Women's Emer- psychologist at· Arkansas Chil-

d.ren's Hospital, saw Mrs. Clinton 
at the Women's Emergency Com­
mittee 4.Qth reunion and at the 
Bristow-Smith fund~raiser. 

"She looks wonderful," Young­
dahl said_ "She is very gracious 
about visiting and talking to many 
or most of the people who had 
worked with her on different pro­
jects over the years. They were 
thrilled to see her." · · 

At the event for Lincoln, Tanya 
Fuller said th~ W~shin&Jt.on SC!<ITI­
dal could not have been further 
from her mind Thursday night. 

"To be honest with you; I'm so 
tired of what's going on,". said 
Fuller, wbose son,. Ryan, 10, partic­
ipated in a reading presentation at 
the event with other College Sta­
tion Elementary School student-<:. 
"I came in with an open mind." 
· "l'm standing behind [the first 
lady] because education is one of 
my biggest· concerns right now," 
Fuller said. · 

The first lady appeared briefly 
at the Cancer Research Center 
event at the Arkansas' Excelsior 
Bote!, where she addressed a 
crowd of about 1,000 for five min­
utes between standing ovation.';. · 

She said the center is.a leader. 
in its field. Her husband signed 
legislation cre-..ating it, she said, 
and she's proud or the progress 
center officials have made. ·She 
mentioned that her mother-in-law, 
Virginia Kelley, who died of can­
cer, received ''superb compassion 
and care" in Arkansas. 

The first lady said she hopes for 
a better partnership in the future 
between the federal govemment 
and cancer institutes. She said 
she'd like to see more clinical tri­
als to improve cancer treatment. . 

She and Dr. Harry Ward, head 
of th~ University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences, gave speeches 
before the event's headliner, 
singer Kenny Rogers, performed. 

· The first lady has one event 
scheduled for today before return­
ing to Washington. She is to speak 
on children's health and develop­
ment issues in the first Anne Hick­
man lec::tu:re at Arkansas Chil­
dr<:.n.'.~'IIo.;,pitul h'\. Little I'l~k. 

Information for this article ·was also con­
trif;)I,Jifild by Noel Oman and Rachel 
O'Neal of the Arkansas ·oemocrat­
Gazetre .. 
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fii'St lady Hillary Rodham Clinton hugs Irene Samuel in .Uttle Rock during ceremonies marking anniversary of women's 
grou_P fou11ded during the school desegregation crisis. F'lrSt lady was cheefed by supporters at three events. 
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Despite.·President's. Troubles, 
First Lady Stays.·on Message 
In Falniliar, Supportive Little /Wck, Throngs. Embrace Her 
By Loxs RoMANo 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

LITTLE ROCK. Oct. ~ perhaps the most 
trying day 9f her adult life, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
returned to the security of a place where few judge her 
and most embrace her unconditionally. 

· Just hours after the House voted today to launch an 
open-e~ded impeachment investigation of her hus­
band, the first lady was bugged and cheered by 
Supporters at three overflowing events here in the city 
she called ho~e for nearly 20 years. 

Clinton ignored reporters' shouted questions about 
the historic vote in .Washington and in her separate 

. Speeches she never addressed the scandal that has 
imperiled her husband's presidency and oVershad­
owed her own dreams and achievements. Her spokes­
woman Marsha Berry said the first lady would let 
stand President Clinton's comment today that the 
situation was now "in the hands of Congress and the 
people of this country; ultimately in the hands of God." 

During her first visit back here since'Bill Clinton 
admitted in August to an improper relationship with a 
former White House intern, she effusively praised her 
"husband, who has fought for better public schools ... 
for as many years as he has been in public service." . 

And she took a swipe at Congress, which. is. 
scheduled to adjourn this weekend. "Even· though they . 
only have a few days left. ifs not too late for them to do 
something good for the children and people of 
America," she told her first audience at a celebration of 
the Women's Emergency Committee (WEC), which 
four decades ago fought to open Little Rock public 
schools, closed by the!H;ov. Orval Faubus to block 
integration. · 

"School is almost out on Capitol Hill, and like many 
parents we are glad to see it's nearly over," she said to 
knowing laughs. "There is stm time for Congress to 
step up to its responsibilities, to leave partisanship at 
the schoolhouse door and strengthen America's public 
schools.;, 

Clinton appeared at several other Little Rock 
. eVents, including a fund-raiser for Bill Bristow, the 

Democratic challenger for governor, and Judy Smith, 
· a coitgressional candidate, as well as at a rally for 

Blanche Lincoln, the front-runner for a Senate seat. 
At the fund-raiser, she again made what was clearly 

intended to be a remark jabbing at those investigatini 
the president. "' really hope that ... we're able to put 

progress over partisanship, we're able to put unity 
over division, we're able to get about the business of 
continuing to lift people up, not tear people down," she 
said to a rousing ovation. 

It's hard to find. audiences more receptive and 
sympathetic to Clinton than the stalwart supporters 
and longtime friends in the state where Bill Clinton 
Was elected governor five timeS. At every stop, the 
~i .lady was greeted with prolonged cheering 'and 
mobbed by well-wishers. Wearing a bright, sunflower­
yellow pantsuit, Clinton put forth a demeanor of 

. busineSs-as-usuaL . 
Outside the white mansion where the WEC used to 

meet, several hundred women, men ... and children 
· packeQ. the lawn. to hear Clinton. She worked the 
velvet rope line for 30 minutes afterwarti, asking after 
families and old friends. No one raised her W asbing-
ton troubles. . . . · 

"She's been in our home for 2Q years and she'll be 
welcomed for the next 50," said Dana Durst, after· 

. shaking the first lady's hand. · · 
Eloise Raymond, who showed up with a contingent 

from a Hillary Clinton Fan Club-'and sporting a 
button advertising her membership-drove 30 miles 
today to see the first lady. "This day no different from 
any other·day," Raymond said after having an opportu: 
nity to chat with Clinton. "Every day has got to be 
hard for her. I just hope being here encour.i.ges her to 
push on." 

"Hillary holds a special place in the hearts of 
Arkansas women," said Nan Snow, who descn"bed 
herself as a longtime Clinton supporter. "She gave us a 
voice, she gave us leadership." 

The first lady has remained publicly silent on the 
investigation since the president acknowledged . in 
August that he had an improper relationship with 
Monica S. Lewinsky. But in recent weeks, she had 

. been quietly urging Democrats to stick with her 
husband on today's vote while assuririg them. that if 
they did not, there would be no political reciiinina­
tions as next month's midterm elections near. 

At all her stops today, she stressed the importance 
of the elections and urged people to .get out arid vote. 
·Clinton also attended a cancer benefit tonight, which 
was not open to the news media, and was planning to 
spend the. night with her mother, Dorothy Rodham, 
who lives here. On Friday, she is scheduled to visit 
Arkansas Children's Hospital. 

I 

\ 

\ 
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LITTLE ROCK 

WE KNO'd .IT \,JLL BE A LONG TIME BEFORE TJ.::E STATE OF Amv .. NS,iS CAN LIVE 
DO.·IN THE SHAME A~"D DISGRACE /liTH WHICH IT IS NO'.V VIEWED BY THE ENTIRE 

. 'liORLD. WE TnOUG:IT YOU fU Q!T LIKE TO LEARN THAT T~RE IS ONE GROUP HERE 
DEDIC.'1.TED TO THE PRINCIPLE OF GOOD Pl.BLIC EDUCJ.TION WITH LIBERTY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL. THIS GROtlP SAYS· TO. AI.L '!'HE flORLD THERE ARE MANY OF US 
KERE ·,mo CARE ENOUGH TO DO SOHET!HNG ABOUT THE SITUATION IN WHICP. WE FHi"D 
OtJRSELVES. I AM PROUD AND HAPPY TO BE A MEHBER OF THE 1if0MEN' S EMERGENCY 
CO!AJ'~ITTEE .TO OPEN OUR. SCHOOLS. 

OUR AH13 ARE: TO REOPEN OUR FOUR PtJBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS; TO RETAIN 
OUR STAFFS OF GOOD TEACHERS; AND TO REGAIIJ FULL ACCREDITATIC:N BY THE NORTH 
CEN7:.RAL .ASSOCIATIOi~. 

MEETING MO?JT!lLY IN THE GRACIOUS ANTEBELLUM MANSION OF ONE OF CG'R 
FOUNDERS, MHS. DAVID D. TERRY, WE HAVE GROWN TO IliCLUDE MORE THAN ~50 
MEMEE.R3, PLUS UNCOUNTED PERSONS vi'HO SYMPATHIZE ENOUGH TO CONTRIBUTE 
MONEY EVEN THOUGH THEY DARE NOT BECOUE ACTIVE ME!.lBERS. \o\'E F'.AVE AN OFFICE 
AND AN EFFICIEHT 1r/ORKING ORGANIZATION. KNOWING THAT OURS IS A TASK OF 
EDUC.ATION, WE HJ:.VE SENT OtJT HUNDREDS. OF LETTERS • AS HiDIVIDUALS. A.ND AS A 
COMMITTEE- URGING SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. WE HAVE MAILED THOU-
3:\NDS OF INFOR!.1ATION LEAFLETS LTRGING THE REOPEiHNG OF OUR SCHOOLS, AND 

'F,,"E !-!.AVE PRESENTED RADIO, TELEVISION, AI'·iD NEV'JSPAPER MATERIAL, AS \'!ELL AS 
SPONSORING MEETniGS AND FURNISHiNG SPEAKERS. 1fE ·,:ANT OUR CHILDREN; AND 
I~mEED OUR NATION, ·To BE SPARED THE COST OF RESOLVING ANY SOCIAL CON­
FLICT THi. T CAti AUD SHOFLD BE I':'ORKED OUT IN 'TF.E JUDICIAL ATHOSPHE..ttE OF 
OlTR COURT 3 OF LAW. 

I WANTED YOU TO KNOi'.' THAT I AM ONE OF LITTLE ROCK 1 S CITIZENS i~1W 
IS JSEPLY CO!JCER11iED ABOUT THIS PHOBLEM. 



LETTER FROM LIT:rLE ROCK 

'No news from Little ·Rock" was the title of an editorial in the New York Times in September, 
9 50. This was the BEST NEVv·s members of the Women's Emergency Committee could want .. 
Jur schools were ope·n again with no disturbances. 

<\ Ou!' membership is now over 2 I 000 and we are still growing • 

. \.Mrs •. Byron House, Jr. is our new Chairma:1. She is a former Board Member of the League 
of Women Voters I Vice-President of the AAUW, on the Board of the Arkansas Medical Cen­
ter Auxiliary and the mother of four children. Thanks to Mrs. Toe R. Brewer who as our 
first Chairman inspired all of us to iNork untiri.ngly and unselfishly • 

• ,:;\ .. Who ·are the VVEC? The results of a survey show we are a grou.p desefvtng .serious con­
sideration. We are long-time residents of the South. The·average member is betv;e€m 37 

and 50 with·~o-children in elementary school. Our family incomes range from SS, 500 to 
over $15, 000 and our husbands are in business management or the professions. Most of us 
have some college education and many have more than four years college' 89% 'of the 
married members have children and 50% of the children are in public schools, 10% are in 
college and 19% are past college age. 10% were due to attend the closed high schools !n 
19 58-59. 21% ha~e pre- school children. '82% of the women responding had worked before 
marriage in occupatiors ranging from modeling to bar.king, 23% still work. Many planned 
to leavF the state unless the s.chool situation was s.ettled. · 

~ ' . 

i/:...we know we need Legislators who will stand up courageously for the education of all the 
children of Arkansas. This summer we electect·tWCTTe?re-se.n1attves~.One-se.na ... 
tor who promised to SUiJPOrt pu.blic-education. Neow we are working toward the reelectio.-: of 
one of our School Board members. · 

.:. 
~gan_work.Lng agiinst the proposed school-closing Amer..dment 52 over a year aqo •. 

We had 55 study groups in Little ~ock alone for our members and each member was given 
the responsibility of takiog the message to others over the state. We had ·a Speaker's 
Bureau which filled many requests from clubs and civic groups. We mailed thousands of 
~ieces of literature warning the people.oLthe dangers of this amendment, On November 8 
the Arnendment was defeate'd 3 to l in spite of a teleca~t by the- GovemoT·u:rging the people 
to vote FOR the Amendment. PEOPLE OF ARkANSAS PROVED!HEY WANT 't;JO MORE- .IJ.M..PERlNG 
VV!TH THEIR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

~ ' . . 

.'"
1

" We sent a telegram to th~ New Orleans. Save Our Schools Committee assuring them of our 
support. We tolci them that "even a:fter the unequivocal defeat of Amen~rrent 52 the people 
were told by politicians that it was 'defeated because they. didn't understand 1 t, but they 
understood it alrigh.t-~that'.s w}1y they defeated it .. In Arkansas some of. those .who do the 
most talking about state's rights show the least concern about local rights. 11 

.:;..,·: . 
:'·~::j.'Mrs. House was interviewed for a fi1!11 documentary by a New- Orleans TV statior:. 

:;:~·-We still entertain.many foreign visitors and we are glad to show them peaceful Little Rock. 

~-will~ work toward a better education for all the children of ·Arkansas! 

·· .. :,• 

:cember, 1960 WOMEN'S EMERGENCY CON1MITTEE' FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION /~~;:;i£~;}J 
P. 0. Box 3244. Forest Heights Station 



THE GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (GACE)~' 

believes ••• 

. 11 The public school system of the State :.s the. cornerstone of our 
sociaf, ~conomic, and political str'.lCture and should, therefore, be the 

. concern of all citizens." 

"There is a direct relationship between the success of Arkansas 1 

program of industrial development and the promptness and adequacy of 
the solution to' our educational problems.!! 

and agrees with the U. S. Chamber of Commerce that ... 

II G 0 0 D s c H 0 .o L s A R E . G 0 0 D . B u s I N E s s I' 

lS 

THlS 
.THE 
VAV. 
10- .? 
~U\lD. 

*A non-political study group of 58 business and school leaders through­
out Arkansas, Little Rock members: Virgil.Blossom, J. R. Booker, 
Claude Carpenter Jr., LeRoy Cristophe, A. W. Ford, Mrs. Charle;; R. 
Henry, Lewis Johnson, Mrs.· Frances Neal, . Hugh B. Patterson Jr., 

H. R. Pyle, Forrest Rozzell, Joshua K. Shepherd·, Jack Stephens, B. G. 
Williams, Mrs. Edgar F. Dixon. 

>.-
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·To.Whom It May Concern: 

I am writin~ this as a Christian Mother, who·is as 

: .. much interested in her chiJ..dren's teachers, educalio"n, 

und welfe{re. as any. Mather· in Li t't-le·. Rock!! ''"!' will ha ~e 
· .. ·. 

. ' . . . . : 

. a fi{teen year old son in his fir~t yea-r o.t'.High School­

. next yea.r. ·I ~ril.- in favor. of "'Free Pub lie Schools~" but· 

. . ' . 

'·:··, ::· 

only on·a segregatedbasis-~' .',Ve ~lll.he~er·have any peaceful 

.schools ,otherwise. I have seen whnt has ~appened ·to our 

city buses-~th~ same thing will happen to our schbols. 

Do the Chrlstic-m· People of .Little Fbck want this'? The ' .. chRracter, ideals,. and habits of, our. children begin in 

our homes. 

\ 
' / 

Little Fbck ha·s been hu·rt, ·so have o'U.r·children; but 

integr~iing our p~blis schools. is not the solution to our· 

·worries a·nd problems~ I'm in favor of o:periing our.scho.ols·.; 

( segre~ated~~and let·· the ones·· Who favor i~t:~~r~tlon go:;~~()· '.: :~ 
.,.._, 

·.;.. 

Dunbar-o-r Horace ·Mann. They .tiav·~-as.-goocf;'~ollools -as C:e.ritralr;- ·. 

I hope th~t_.,you wi~r· post. thiS.;~~- ;e>::u;~c;~ul~eti~ bbtd·a,<· .. ,, 

and that each Mother who is serving on the ''Women's Zffiergency 

Committee" will take time out,· re~d 1tt·, and give it c·arefui 

thought,; I regret very much to see ·Arkan:sas, and especially 

Little Rock,· continuing to be hurt. 

·. '--· . 
.. .t 

--
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Little lock M118tHave Public;~SchOoiS! . 
' . . . . . . ~ :. ' . : ' :. . ~ . . . . . '. ~ .. . . . ~ . 

. '.· 

· Th~ ··W~men'a Em~rgency Committee· to Op.en. Our S~hools. ia .& non• 
. parti.s_ap.': gro\lp for. 1he preservation. of ·public: education. . · · · 
Extremist~· are -~lling to ·destroy Little. Ro'ck'a ) school. lyatem. · We 
believe th.at our free pu~lic schools must he pteseri'ed. . · · · · 
Ou:r· m~mhership of. over 1,200 .white Arkanaaa women believe in · · 
public. education. ·Add. your aupport now! 

WOMEN'S: EMERGENCY COMMITTEE· Jo OPEN OUR SCHO.OLS.: · . ·. 
I , . , 

NOT affiliated with any other £roup., 
NOT for intocration, .NOT for ltfregation • 

. FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION • 
. .,..._.! -~....._ _____ ..... ____ ,..._ _______ ,.._, ________ .... __ ,....._.._ __________ _ 

. '·· 

' I believe in· the.. preservation o£ free public · . · · . ·-1 . . . · 
educ·atio.n and respect : f~r law. and, or.der./V~. . . . .. 4U .. ~ . . vU4J·. J/u;;N ~W-;, ;;,( . v)9k . 
~ . . • : .. S1gnature • , • , . , •.. : . .j, .... ,;: . , ... ;.: . : 7 , .. jl' .. • , 

tf{i~-~ ~ ~ ... ~.· , .,.... ~ . ... :. .. . . . . • · r.e a. . • • ~ . .• . • • ~ . • . • • • • • · .• ·, • ••.•••. • ~ ~ •.•• · •.•••. ~ . ~ ••. ·, ••• : . .':. 
1 

., : · .• 

~h f.nibuu. , . ·· ,.. }U! ~Jt)t)-~ ;YiA/~ 
· Woinen.·,~~-E~e~g~ncy.C~mmiHe~ ~~/ .-~~··. · / ... , 

P. 0~ · Bqx UZ,: Puiukl Helrhta St&tloa J' .. .,. . . . . , 
Little &ale, •Arkansu . . · · . . · 

' . ' 
I 
: I I 
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SICNEY S. McMATH 

LEL.ANC F. LEATHERMAN' 

HENRY WOOCS 

JAMES L YOUNGCAHL 

McMATH. LEATHERMAN & WOOCS 
ATTORNEYS•AT·U.W 

SUITE Al7, NATIONAL OLD LINE BUILDINCO 

TELEPHONE FR 4·8293 

LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 

December 3, 1959 

V~s. Vivian Brewer, Chairman 
Women's Emergency Committee 
5709 Kavanaugh (Upstairs) 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Hrs. Bre\o.rer: 

I want. to express my ·admiration to you and your 
wonderful organization for the great job you did irr the 
sc.hool ·election last Tuesday. In previous elections, 
although ycur group has carried the major part of the load, 
you have had some .help. In this election you cheerfully 
assumed the entire burden and won a decisive victory with 
negligible assistartce from other quarters. 

. A few people like myself came by on one or two 
occasions and looked wise, but the successful candidacy 
of J'{essrs. Tucker and Hackey is due solely to the efforts 
of your organization. I continue to be amazed at the 
executive ability and organizational talents of you, Irene 
Samuel.~ and your board members and.faithful workers. 
Although the election does show so~e shift in sentiment in 
this COii1ID.tL"1ity, the figures ·are somewhat deceptive. The 
final figures show that your group was successful in g~t­
ting our· supporters out to the polls, v·;hereas the other· 
siC.e had no comparable organization. Apathy is always the 
greatest obstacle in a· political cai'!'lpaign. _I have never 
seen a more apathetic electorate;that your·brga~ization was 
able to tu11 n out -· almost 9, 000 votes in the· face of such 
apathy is a little short of miraculous. · 

Yo~~ organization for reporting the vet~ was the 
best ever ~erfected in this county •. With the exception of 
one box, the vote was tabulated by 8 o'clock. The vote was 
completely tacrilated before the Gazette had returns from a 
single box. 

I hope that· this co!!'.t!Iluni ty recognizes the great 
performance of the Women•s Emergency Committee both in this 
campaign and in.the others that have gone before. 

Very trul~ yours, .· 

g a/~ 
He n-;;;;t; . . . . 

hw/jj 



!'1y dear Irene: 

EVERETT TUCKER. JR. 
II~ WEST SIXTH STREET 

LITTLE; ROCK, ARKANSAS. 

December 4, 1959 

I have conveyed my thanks to-Vivian Brewer, in her 
capaciti·as Presid~nt df the W.E.c;, for all the 
splendid work accomplished by this organization in 
the recent election as well as in the one last May, 
but I wanted to add a.personal word of thanks to 
you for all that you have do,ne. ·I do not believe· 
that the schools would be operating in L~ttle Rock 
today.had it not been for the foresight and determi­
nation of you ladies apd it is perfectly obvious to 
me that we who withstood the recall eleotiori last 
Spring would not now be in office without your dedi­
cated wa.rk in our behalf. 

I wish that it was possible for me to write each 
one of you a personal note of thanks but in lieu 
thereof, I would appreciate it if you would pass 
along my appreciation to the membership and par-. 
ticularly to those who, like yourself, devoted so 
much time and effort to the cause. 

Don't go into hiding now: we may be needing your 
help aga_in somewhere down the line. 

ET:h 

Mrs. John M. samuel 
2911 North University 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Sincerely yours, 
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A,,.,,~·:,,trd l':o·.t~ \\'ltrpl~<•l" 

\'IC'TOitY CIIJ•:t:HS: Thrl't' rnutleralt• ·rnt·mllf'rs uf tlu· Lilt If' i\tlf"l;, .\rl;., ,..,·hool hoard. 
whn.sun·in·d a n·call ,·ote, are huistJ•d tu t.llf'. shntrldf'rs nr suppurlt•rs in lllf'ir IH·adquar· 
tr.rs. The,\' nrr, from ll:it. J·:Hrf'!l TudH·r .Jr .. J\n,..st·ll II. :'llalsurr :lr. and Ted Lamh. 
Thrct• ntlwr rrwrnhcrs nr hoard, nll""hat·lu•tl h,\' (;u,·. On·al Fauhus. wt·rt~ n·ralll'd h,\· ,·olt•rs. 

it reached into mo~t ofl pr• 
elementary and junior high· ,11 ,, 

schools as welL 
The pro·Faubus faction ''" ,f 

the board announcer1 the .;" .. 1 
missal~ May 5 after lhc lhrC'f' ·· 
moderate11 had walked 011t i11 '"' 
protes.t., The three segregation·. 
i11l11 whose recall was aemanr1rd' 
in petition!! filed by STOP, arc .. \ 
Ed I. McKinley, the prl'sirlcnl: I. 
of the board who wa~ elected • 
without opposition IRst Decem· 111 . 
ber; Ben D. Rowjand Sr .. ser:re· 
tary, and Robe~ l.alltcl"..· ·• 

1
"' 

Complete, unofficial i·ch11~ns .<~ 
showed the following vote for 
and against their removal: '"I' 

1-'or. Against. !I; 
.. 1:\.:l·lll II)Hill ,',!I 

.. I:Ui~H I I ,;·,~7 
I :~.9% II. I : ~ .-, ··:· 

llln!l' 1nocl,~1·atr.·s ;(l't' I•· 

Tucl<cr .I r. hoard \'\t'o' ,,, 

suprorters w:.~.< th:~l of thr~nf lhc N:.~tional Asso•·talt"n fnr (';j~it;il C'itizt·t.ls .!:~"n,·il. 1'his 
Women's Emrrgency Committee: the Adntn!:Cnlcnt nf l'nl,rcci:J;roltp wa~ 11 rgal1tZ~d tinder tlw. 
for Our Publir,: Schools. · I People. said ll1aL !':egrncs had Cnmn 11 tll'C to ltetain Our Scgrc·. 

II 
.,. "' ,. l ;hccn cncoura~·cd hv .lhc rcwllt ·tel S·l·otli" 1('P.OSS\ r.a,·y ,,e,r.Q_· u f'l I . .: . g.t .1 • '·, ·' ••••. 

. . . .. . . . . 
1 
of .. l~e whtte mndrr atrs. . One prccind that voted he a ,·i· 

Another tmportant:'--..J:.~clor., I rn reall~· happv ahr1111 IIH· IV a"·ainst reopening the schools 
IIH!se observers. noted was the1way penplc ha\·e spol<rn IO!ll .... ,;n : dcscg-reJ;atrd basis in a 
ltcav~· parllclpallon of the Negro\ she ~aid. "\\l~·,:e h;ul pcnplr!refcrcndttl'n last Scptcmhcr rc· 
•:ommumly rn the recall eledJon.!working; in this <'leclion llmllporled nnlv a nli!TOW edge lhis. 
Only a handful of Negroes voted i hac! never t:tl<cn pari. before." i Lime fot· CROSS. · 
in the ·school hoard election last: "Many 1 l"cg-ro I prop!~ thal; , . 
[)ec. 6. which the lhrre mod·! I've tall<ccl to "ctllail\· sec llllpr' lurgr. 1"·Utrd 
••rates won aflrr having heen! fo1· the first tim~ ~;,·,,,., t:o,·,.r· 1 The ;jpparrnl reason Willi thal' 
rknouneecl hy Mt·. fo'aubus. ;nor Jo'altbw< •·ln.,rd lilt• St'I\Onls,"jtlle ,·losing· of !IH• hiJ;h school~; 

• 

of the rct11rns;shr. ns11ertccl. :llad affr.clccl on!~· st ltlll!LNI, 
t itr one predomin·J The ret11rns Hiso held sur·inun1bcr of families. B11L thr, 

. ware! STOP's nHlr·lprisr.!l for thr scgTcgationisl co·ialtrntptrrl p11rgr nf !ort •. ur 
or·t was nine lo one. alilion elf thr. Crntral Higlt'Lrttt·hr.rs and prinrlp&ll .,)Sjd;..:;;& 
aLe11. ArkanRa~ hcadiSchool Molhrt·s Lc:q;uc Rnrl lhelnllll'il lllO!'c widespread.~· . . . 

·-·. ·- .... ---- ·--. -- . ·····-·. ··-·· ·-·-···· ...... -····- ... . . --·-·····--·· 
./ 
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.);fJVEC Honors· 
·;~ :. : .. ~ ~ . - .. :::. ... ".... . . ; . 

·,·~~:;;,'Executive 

~~.l!cretar)· . 
The Women's Emergency· Com­

mjttee honored Its executive sec­
retary, MrS. John samuel, at their 

.-third anniversary meeting yester­
'day held. ui the home of Mr:\' D. 
·D. :·Terry .. Mrs·. Terry presented 
~M~s. Samuel with a gift, corsage, 
and· a certificate of recognition · 
for· her thousands of hours of 

~·v'oiunteer work in the office dur-
ing the past three years. Mrs. 
:§~mile! coordinates office ·work­
. ers a·nd volunteer activity at . 
. home. She ·works in school elec­
tions, legislative sessions, a n d 
bond el~ctions. 

~"Mrs. Samuel was honore<' with 
a coffee after the showing of a 

Jilin "A Question of Chairs," the. 
history of the 300 ·years of pub- · . 

... lie education. Officers of the· 
•Parent-Teachers Associations and· 
civic clubs ·attended t.lie film. 

- ; New officers ~Iected wer~ Mrs.,·._: --------~~ 
Byron House Jr., chairman; Mrs. 
D. D. Terry, vice chairman; Mrs. 
James· L. · Jackson, . second .. vice 

. ~chairman; ··Mrs.· .Robert ; Lllidl!ey, 
~ · vice chairman ·•. . 

.. , . . .. 

'·· 

. ·~ ' 
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NEWS RELEASE 

For additional information, contaCt: 

Pat House 
(501) 374-2956 

Irene Samuel 
(501) 663-9700 

Mayor Jim Dailey· 
(501) 371-4510 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

· AFTER 40·YEARS OF ANONYMITY, WOMEN'S 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE RELEASES MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

LITTLE ROCK, AR (March 12, 1998) -- The membership roster of the 

Women's Emer~ency Committee to Open Our Schools" (WEC), which was· 

formed in.1958 and continued to 1963, was released today at a news 

conference .. · Prior to ·t~day's announcement, a committee of WEC members 

compiled the list from organizational records. T}:le list, which had n.ever been 

publicly ~eleased, contains the names of people who supported the WEC by . 

paying at least $1.00. 

The WEC was organized by a group of women led by the late 

Adolphine Fletcher Terry, who was 76 years old at the time. The WEC had its . ,.. . 

first meeting on September 16, 1958, at Mrs. Terry's home (now the 

Decorative Arts Museum) at 7th and Rock Streets, with 58 women in 

attendance. Its initial purpose was to get the Little Rock Public Schools 

reopened. The public schools had been clos~d for the 1958-59 school year by 

Governor Orval Faubus following the 1957 integration crisis at Little Rock· 

Central High School. 

(MORE) 

.. •. 
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The roster is being released because all living members, their families 

and the families of deceased me111:bers are being invited to the WEC's 40th 

anniversary reunion September 1.6th at the Terry Mansion. 

Last year Little Rpck Mayor Jim Dailey announced plans for the WEC 

reunion and unveiled a plaque in the dining room. of the Terry Mansion. 

The executive committee ofthe WEC met there every Wednesday morning 

for almostfive years. 

The list contains the names of 1,281 people, although by the' time the 

WEC disbanded in 1963,it is estimated that approximately 2,000 people had 

been affiliated with the group. 

WEC members Pat House and Irene Samuel said the membership list 

was confide~tial because at the time many of the women feared for family 

safety and that their husbands would lose their jobs. 

"The threats were real," Samuel said. "The political, economic and 
., 

social pressure was intense. There were those who attempted to harass us 

and intimidate us, but:we just kept on going." 

"Because of this pressure, there were people who anonymously helped 
. . . 

and supported the WEC, but never would allow their names to be recorded, 

even in our internal rec;:ords," House said .. "It is also possible that we may 

have inadvertently missed some names on this membership list. We hope 

people will review it, let us know if there are additions and help us contact 

members and their families." · 

·(MORE) 
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"With the 1997 publication of Sara Murphy's book Breaking the 

Silence, the 1997 WEC documentary video by Sandra Hubbard, the 40th 

anniversary of the 1957 Central High crisis and the City of Little Rock hosting 

the upcoming WEC reunion, there is a great renewal of interest in the WEC," 

House said. "Some·people want~d to know all about us in 1958, but for very 

different reasons. It is amazing how many attitudes have changed." 

"The members of the Women's Emergency Committee stood up at a 

time in history when it was very unpopular, and in some cases even 

dangerous to do so," Dailey said. "These women were strong and courageous, 

and their efforts need to be recognized. I also want the children, 

grandchildren, great~grandchildren and other family members of these 

remarkable women to know that 40 years later we are paying a well-deserved 

but long overdue tribute." 

"In addition to leading the efforts to get the schools reopened for the 

1959-60 school year, the WEC was instrumental in the successful STOP 

campaign and helped form the Panel of American Women in 1963, an 

interracial, interfaith group fighting·prejudice," Dailey said. 

Samuel is coordinating the planning for the September 16th reunion. 

More information about the WE~ is available in the archives of the Arkansas 

History Commission, the University of Arkansas at Little Rock and the 

Faubus papers at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 

Recommended addition~ to the list can: be made by calling (501) · 

374-1957. 
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. Skip Rutherford . 
(501) 975-8371 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AFTER 40 YEARS OFANONYMITY, WOMEN'S 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE RELEASES MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

LirTLE ROCK, AR (March 12, 1998) -:- The membersh~p ro,ster of the . ·' . 

Women's Emergency Comm~Uee to Open Our Schools (WEC), which was 
' ' ' . 

formed in 1958 and continued to 196~, was released today at a news' 

•' 

conference. ~Prior to today'san.nouncement, a commtttee of WEC member-s 

compiled the list from organizati~nal records. The list, which had never been 
( . 

· p~blicly released, contains the names of people who supported the WEC by 

paying at least $1.00. 
. ' 

The WEC was organized by a group Of women i~d'~y. the late 

. Adolphine Fletcher Terry, whowas .76 -years old at_ the tim'e~ The WEC had its 

first meeting on September 16, 1958, at Mrs. Terry's home (now the 
.~ .. 

Decor~tive Arts Museum) at ·7th and Rock Streets, with 58. women .in 

. attendan~e. Its initi<11 purpose was ~o gef the Little Rock P.ublic Schools· 

· reop_ened.· The public s~hools had been closed for the 1958.:-59 school year by_-·· 
• r ' ' • ; ' . • 

,. 

Governor Orval Fa:ubus}ollowing the_1957 irit~gration crisis at Little Rock 
'• •.·' .. ·. ,, . '.' . 

Central High School~ 
q.· .:· 

The ro~ter is· being release<;i because ali liying members~ theirf~milies . 

a~d .the families·of dec~ased me~bers are being invited to the'.WEC's 40th 
. . . . ' 

. ' . ' 

anniversary reunion September 16th. at the Terry Mansion. 

(MORE) . 
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·. 

Last year Little Rock Mayor Jim Dailey aml.ounce4\~tm~ forth~· WEC 

r~union and unveiled a plaque in the di~ing·roon.l o(the Terry Mans.ion ... 

. The executi~~- committee of the WEC met there ·every ,Wednesday-~orning 

for almost five years; 
' . . 

The list contains the names o£..1,281 people~ although by the time the 
. ' 

WEC disbanded in 1963~, it is estimated that app~oximately- 2,900 people had 

been affiliatedwiththegroup;_ 

WEC membex:s Pat House and Ireile Samuel said the membership list 

was confidential because at the tim~ .hany of the womenfeared for- family 

safety and that their husbands would lose their jobs. 
- . ~: r' ' ' . ' • 

;_ "The threat~ were real," Samuel said. "The political,· ~conomk and 

social pressure was intense: There we~e those. who attempted to h~rass us 
' . . . ' 

and intimidate us, but. we just kept on going." . . . 

"Because ot' this pressure~ there were people who anohymously helped 
' . ' 

and supported the .. WEC, but never would.allow their na~es to be rec()rded, 
' I . 

even in o~r internal records," House _said. ·-"lt.is. also p6s~ible that we may . 
. ' 

h~ve inadvertently missed some names on this ~eil:t])e_rshlp list. We hope 

people will review it, let us knpw' if there are ~dditions ·and help us con~~ct 
. ' 

-members and' their families." 

· "With the 1997 publication ofS.ara Murphy's book Breaking the 
. . ·' ... 

Silence, the 1997 WEC documentary video· by Sandra Hubbard, the 40th· -' 

'·, 
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ahnive~sary of the·l~S7 Central High-crisis and the City .of Little Rock hosting 

the upcoin"ing .WEC reu-nion, there is a great renewal of interest-in the WEC," 

Hous~ said. "Some pe<?ple w~nted to know all about us in 19$8, but for very 
-. ,}• .• . 

different reas~ns. Hjs.amazin.g hol-Y many,attitudes have changed." . . . . . 
' ' . . ' 

"The members. of the Women's Emergency Committ.e~ .stood up at a 

time in history when it was very unpopular~· and in.some cases even 

dangerous to do so," Dailey said.· ''These w~men were strong arid ~ourageous, 

'and their efforts need t.o be ~ecognized. ·r als,o want the children, 

g~andchildren, gteat.:giandchildren and other family members·ofthese 

remarkable wo~e.n to know that 40 yea~s later we are paying a welJ-deserved 

·but long overdue t~ibute.". 

"In add_ition to leading ~he efforts to get the schools reopened for the 

1959-60 school year~ the WEC was instrume!ltal iifthe·succes;sful STOP 
. . . 

campaign. arid helped 'form the Panel of AmeriCan: Women 1rr 1963,-an 
, . . 

interracial, interfaith group fighting preJudice/' Dailey said. ·· .. 

Samuel is coordinating the pl~mning for the Septe'ffiber 16th n?U:niorL 

More information about the WEC is ~vailab.le in the archives of the Ark~risas 

History Commission; the U1.1iversity of Arkansas at Little Rock and the. 
. . ~ . . ' ·. 

Faubus papers at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville .. · 
. '· 

Recommended additions to the list can be r~ade .by calling (501) . 
. . ·. . .· ·'· . . 

374-1957 .. ' 

. -~. 
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City of Little Rock .. . · 

Jim Dailey · 
Mayor 

August 17, 199,8 

· City Hall, Room 203 
500 W. Markham 
Little Rock, AR·7220l-1427 
(501) 371-4516 
FAX (501) 371-4498, 

!·,· 

·' D.ear. members of the Worri.en's Emergency Committee to ·open ·our.Schools . 
(WEC) and families, families of deceased members, and spedal guests: · 

As many.of you may·know, the C:ity of Little Rpck is planning a .40th year·.· 
reunion honoring the members and families of the WEC. WEC members 
were instrumental in reqpening.·th~ Little Rock pubHc schools after they had 
been closed for the 1958..'59 school year following th~ il1~egration of Little Rock 
Central High School. From .1958-1963,· the WEC met to battle the forces of 
hat~, injustice and intol~ran·ce.' . . . . . . . . . : . ... . . . . ' . 

. Earlier this ye~r, a· c~rrimittee ;·of \.VEC:. ~embers released its membership list·· 
for the first time. Th~ namesw~re published in the ;\rkansas Democrat..: 

. Gazette and attracted national·and intemational.media attention.· 

Although the ~ecognition is ~lo.ng overdue, the City of Little Rock is planning 
two special ~vents to honor· th.e :WEC members, their families and the 
families of ~eceased member~. · : ·· · 

On September 16 at10 a.m.--exactly 40 yee3:rsto the time'and date of.the fir~t . 
WEC: meeting at ~e home of Adolphine Fle~cher: Terry-~there will be a short · 
ceremony at Mount Holly Cemetery .On Brpadway mdowntown Little Rock. 
At that time, on behalf of tl;le people of'Little Rock, I will recognize Mrs. 
Terry's le?de'rship and place .a wreath on h¢r gri:rve .. I have asked .. members of 
the Terry f'!.mily to join ]Jle as.5·ve pay,special tribute to a vety courageous lady. 
You and your families are invited 'to'.atten~ .. _This does not require an RSVP. . 

. \, . ' . ' . . ' . . ~ . ' 

... ' 

At 4·p.m: .on)'hurs4ay; October 8, there will be a WEC 40th anniversary · 
. reunion ceremo'ny o_n ,the grounds '6(the Terry Mansion (now. the Decorative 
Arts Museu~) at 7th andRock. · WEC~embet Irene Samuel is chairing this 

. ' reunion. . ·. . '·. . .. ' . . .· 

·· The ·First Lady ~f the United States, Hlllary Rodham Clinto~, will" be the guest 
speaker. She o/ill be j(>med _by noted 'television journalist: Sander: Vanocur, 
who covered the .1957 Central High· in.tegration' crisis; as ~ell as other . . 
dignitaries. . · · · · · · · · · 

. . . .·· . . '. . '. ~ 

J ' • 
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.Page Two 

··.). 

· ' · With the gener~us support of Sou-thwestern Bell and its Arkansas President 
Jim Shelley, the'·names of 1,281 WEC members are being inscribed o~ .the 
gla~~ walls of the Adolphine Fletcher Terry Conservatory in the Decorative 
Arts Museum. The co~servator,y is adjacent to the dining room where t~e · 
WEC board members· met on' Wed:11esday mqrnings. This unique project will 
bE7._completed before the October s·reunio'n so you and others_.can see i't. ·. · 

'• -.'"'.· I 'I 

' We. hope you and your families· wl.ll ·m~ke plans now ··to' attend the October 8 
gat~ering. The program will ~egin at 4 p.~·· and it will be followed by a . : ... 
reception on the grounds. we· expect th.e: progr~inand receptio.n to lastno 
.Iater·than 6 p.m. There.will be reserved seating for·the WECmembers, their · 

·. families and special guests, but you shoulci plan.to' ·arrive early because of. 
· security requiiements and parking.' ~arking will 'not be provided, aithough 

· ·there are several nearby .locations. · 
' ' ' ·'' .. 

. · It is _important that you RSVP'l)y Octoberl. Please provide yo~r n:ame, as well 

"·'' 

· as those .who will be in your group, and an address and a phone numbe~. · 
. whe're we may reach you ff more.infor.J7lation is needed .. Please·RSVP in' 
:·writing to the WEC 40th Annivers~ry Reimion, P .0. Bo)( 82, · Litt~e Rock, 
Arkansas 72203 .. If you do not RSVP, we can't guarantee ·reserved seating. . . 

·The RSVP must be in wdtil1:g. <> · ... . · •, . 

. If you have any questions: or need additional informatio'n, please ·contact ... 
Laura Miller at the Centr,al High Visitor Center, 501-374-1957. · 

., {·. . .· . . . 

I'm looking forward to seeing you and •to personally saying thank you. ·What . 
. the WEC did from 1958 to: 1963 w~s historic and remarkable. · 

Sincerely, 

%~~. ~ ." .· .· 
u···- :•~ 
. Jim· Dailey · 
.Mayo.r · · . 

. ~- ' 

'" 
• ,. ·.r • •."' 
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Skip Rutherford 
(501) 975-8371 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON TO KEYNOTE 
WOMEN'S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

40TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

.. .. LITTLE ROCK, AR (August 19, 1998)--Hillary Rodham Clirton ·willreturn to 
'Little Rock October 8 as the keynote.speaker for the 40th anniver~ary reunion of the 
Women's Emergency Commi'ttee to Open'ourSchools (WEC}. The. event' will he 
·open to .the pu1Jlk. · · 

Established in 1958, the WEC led the efforts to open the Little Rock public. 
.high scho'oJs which had closed for the 1958.:59 year following the integration of Little 
Rock Central High S~hool it:t 1957. The WEC remained active until 1963. 

. Initially kept secret to avoid r~taliatior1 by segregationists, the WEC inembers' 
identities remained unknown for 40 years. ·In March of this year a committee of 
WEC .members publicly r·eleased the roster conta,ining '1,281 names for the first time. 
The list was released so all living merr~.bers, their families and the families. of 
·deceased ·members could participate iD the October 8 reunion which will be hosted 
· by the City of Little Rock~ : · · · · · 

. Little Rock MayurJim Dailey said ·Mrs. Ciintori'sspeech would takeplace at 4 
p.m. on October 8 at the Decqrative. Arts Museum in downtown Little Rock. The 
Museum was the home of the late Adolphi.ne fletcher Terry, who. at age .76, founded 
and organized the WEC in 1958. The weekiy WEC board 1;Ueetings were held in Mrs .. 
Terry's dining room. . ' . . 

. . 

·"We'.re honored that ·the First Lady-.will pe co!lling.home tohelpsalut,e these 
·remarkable women. and their families," Dailey sa.id. · · 

"This recognition of the WEC is well deserved,'.; .he continued, "but it's als~ 
long overdue. These w_omeh. were very courageous and· the more we learn about 
them, the more we appreciate them." · · · 

. ' ' ' 

WEC membe~ Irene Samuel is coordinating plans for the reunion. WEC 
members and their families: who have been identified are being contacted by letter 
this week,· but Dailey said those having questions or needing .more in'formation. 
should call Laura Millerat the Central High Visitor Center, (501) 374-1957. He said 

. : sped~ics·about the OctoberBth program would be announced later. 
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MEDIA ADVISORY 

To: 

From:·· Skip Rutherford 
. Phone (501) 975-8371 -Fax (501) 975-6045 ·': .' . . . . . 

.. 
Date: Septefuber 2, 1998 

For your planning purposes, listed below are ~vents:currehtlf ~cheduled for the 
.. · Women's Emergency Committee to. Op~n Our Schools (WEC) 40th anniversary 

reunion and the 41st a,nniversary of: the 1957 Central' High Integration Crisis: 
. . ' ' 

Wednesday, September 16,10 a.m~. Mt. Holly Cerru?t~zy. Broadway at 12th Street. 
On behalf .of the City of Little Rock, Mayor Jim Dailey ·\ym pay tribute to the late · · 

. Adolphine Fletcher Terry, ·founder of the WE~ .. Th~ W~C met for the flrsftime at 10 
a.m. on .September 16, 1958, at Mrs. Terry's home (now .the Decorative Arts Museum.) 
At the:Mt. Holly ceremony, Mayo(Dailey will speak and place a· wreath on Mrs.· T_e,rry's · 

. grave. WEC members, family mem~ers and f~milies of decea,sed members have been 
invited. Members of Mrs. Terry's faml.ly·wm attend.·. · . . 

.·· . ) 

·Wednesday. September 16, 2 p.m., Central Arkansas Library. 100 Rock Street . 
. Opening of commemorative ·exhibit. .'.'The-·Merr Have Failed ... It's Time. t6 ·call Out 
the Women: The Women's Emergency Committee to Open Our Schools, 1958-1963," 
was created by the Universi~y ot'Ar~ans.as at Little Rock(UALR) P1:1blic History Progral!l 
and was u~derwritten by a·U.ALRComiitupi,ty .. University Partnership ~.rant. · · 

·•• l' 

Monday. September 21, 10 a.m.,. Little Rock -Central High School. Roosevelt Thompson 
Auditorium. Senat<::>r:Pale ~umpers will-speak tei the _Central High student body in 
commemoration of t:tte 41st ~riniversary gf t~e 1957 crisis. . 

,. . . . . ' \ . ~ . . .. 

Fi:iday, September 25, 10 a.m~. Central High Visitor 'Center. i4th and Park 
Commemorative J1ews confererce marking l,he 4)stanniversary date.of the Little Rock 

. Nine entering Little Rock 'Central ;HighSchooL Re.marks by Central High Student Body .. 
~-President Clark~.Tticker. , . · .' · · . · · ·. . · · · · - · . · 

' . : 

Saturday. September 26, 5:30 tri 7 p.m~. C~ntral High Visitor Center, 14th and Park. 
Fundraising reception benefiting the Visitor Center and honoring th~ .entire Lloyd and 
Rachel Myers family. Specialtripute to Central graduates: Deborah Myers Mathis; first 

. African::. American editor 'of the. Tiger Newspaper; Sandra Myers Hill, first African- . 
American homecoming q~een; 'and Lloyd Myers, fi'rst African-American student body 
president. · ' · · · 

Thursday. October 8, 4 p.m., Decorative Arts Museum, 7th and Rock Streets (formerly 
.. the Terzy Mansion.) 40th anniversary reunion of the WEC.. Keynote speaker: First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. · · 

' .. 
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Draft 10/07/98 7:30pm 
JeffShesol 

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
REMARKS AT 40th REUNION OF WOMEN'S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
. October 8, 1998 · 

Acknowledgments: Mayor Jim Dailey; Alma Williams; Sander Vanocur; Irene Samuel; 
former Sen. Pryor; former Gov. McMath; the family of Adolphine Fletcher Thiry; the student 
body presidents from the 5 Little Rock public high schools 

It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join 
you here at the site of their historic first meeting-- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, "the 
First Lady of Little Rock." This is the place where it all began, where Mrs. Terry, Vivion 
Brewer, and Velma Powell convened that meeting ofthe Women's Emergency Committee four 
decades ago. I am thrilled to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that 
you've brought your families and friends. 

Since March, when the membership roster of the WEC was made public, I've been 
reading and re-reading the names. I've been amazed at how many of them are familiar to me,. 
from my20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names have faces and memories 
attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a multitude of issues. One thing is 
clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn't give up the fight. They didn't stop 
fighting for public education. They didn't stop fighting for justice. They·didn't stop fighting for 
dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have seen today in the fighting spirit of 
Irene Samuel, they haven't stopped yet. 

This list of 1 ,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first 
time, we're learning far more than these women's names; we're hearing their stories-- stories of 
bravery in the face ofbigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In 
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police 
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a 
"curiosity," like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were 
called "race~mixers," "Communists," and epithets too awful to repeat. 

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to 
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and 
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and1hats and made their way to the Committee's 
office, located in a member's home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small 
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots 
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock 
school board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored integration. 

1 



Even when the WEC didn't win a battle, as Velma Powell said, "we got attention." I 
particularly enjoy the story of a popular radio call-in show that residents of Little Rock used to 
tune into after dinner. During the schools crisis, the airwaves were dominated by segregationists, 
who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One evening, though, the women of the · 
WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the program themselves -- 65 of them, all at 
once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour show. And since they couldn't talk about 
integration without getting cut offby the station, they talked about anything and everything else -
- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to keep empty beer bottles off the highways -­
anything to keep the segregationists off the air. 

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a 
group of"Embattled Ladies" with grit and determination could come together, despite their 
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult oftimes. White and 
black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. Their leadership may not have 
captured many headlines, but it was leadership in the truest sense-- from Septima Clark and her 
citizenship classes; to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the 
Women's Political Council and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no 
list of leaders would be complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal 
in integrating Central High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately, 
she could not join us here today, but I know you will all want to join me.in sending Mrs. Bates 
our gratitude and warmest wishes. 

Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action. 
Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into 
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state 
representative called these new women's groups "the worst ever to come before the legislature," 
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined 
lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with. 

ln a sense, these women came together as women have always done -- around kitchen 
tables, at the market, in gatherings like this one. Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daughters. Few are 
household names. But quiet voices in harmony make a powerful sound, powerful enough to be 
heard, and to be heeded. I haveheard these voices, these w.omen's voices, in Ireland, where 
women have woven together communities through 30 years of Troubles. I have heard them in 
African shanties; where homeless squatters -- mostly women -- have pooled their resources, 
secured small loans, and built a vibrant community of a hundred new homes. I have heard them 
in Argentina, where a grandmother refused to bend under the. brutality of the generals and kept 
her eyes on the plight of her nation's grandchildren. These women and others like them are 
raising their voices and --just as important -- are inspiring and empowering others to raise theirs 
as well. 

At heart, empowerment is what the WEC was all about: empowerment through education. 
In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer from the 
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height of the schools crisis. It says: "To get the best job, your child needs the best schools. Let's 
have the best schools for the most children-- free public schools." That simple message was at 
the center of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important legacies, and a 
vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six years ago. 

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our 
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic 
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better helps us bridge our 
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public· schools. Nothing better 
affirms our bedrock belief that every child-- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income-- deserves 
the chance to share in' America's promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this 

Administration is working to strengthen America's public schools. We are working for smaller 
classes and 100,000 new teachers to fill them. We are working for modernized, 21st Century 

schools, with every classroom connected to the Internet. We are working for after-school and 
. summer school programs to help students rise to higher academic standards. 

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be 
J 

a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago, 
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It 
is not too late to act on it. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time 
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave politics at the schoolhouse door, and 
strengthen America's public schools. 

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women's Emergency 
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and 
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this NovembeL Your vote is as 
important to your children's quality oflife as any other investment you make in their future. In a 
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the 
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your 
friends. 

Like the battles waged and won by the Women's Emergency Committee, the struggle for 
public education in our times is not an easy one. But it is essential. And if we follow the 
courageous and generous example of the WEC, we can create a world in which all children can 
live up to their God-given potential. If we display the determination of Adolphine Fletcher Terry 
... the vision ofVivion BreweL .. and the courage of Velma Powell ... then I know that we 
will create that better world. 

Thank you very much. 
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It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company'of so many brave women, and to join 
you here at the site of their historic first meeting -- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, "the 
First Lady of Little Rock." This is thy place where it all began, where Mrs. Terry, Vivion . 
Brewer, and Velma Powell convened that meeting of the Women.'s Emergency Committee four 
decades ago. I am thrilled to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that 
you've brought your families and friends. 

Since March, when the membership roster of the WEC was made public, I've been 
reading and re-reading the names. I've been amazed at how many of them are familiar to me, 
from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of thbse names have faces and memories 
attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a multitude of issues. One thing is 
clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn't give up the fight.. They didn't stop 
fighting for public education. They didn't stop fighting for justice. They didn't stop fighting for 
dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have seen today in the fighting spirit of 
Irene Samuel, they haven't stopped yet. 

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first 
time, we're learning far more than these women's names; we're hearing their stories-- stories of 
bravery in the face ofbigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In 
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police 
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a 
"curiosity," like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were 
called "race-mixers," "Communists," and epithets too awful to repeat. 

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to 
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. Arid so, with a quiet and 
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee's 
office, located in a member's home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small 
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots 
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock 
school board and helped save the jobs ofteac~ers who favored integration. 

1 
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Even when the WEC didn't win a battle, as Velma Powell said, "we got attention." I 
particularly enjoy the story of a.popular radio call-in show that residents .of Little Rock used to 
tune into after dinner. During the schools crisis, the airwaves were dominated by segregationists, 

·who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One evening, though, the women ofthe 
WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the program themselves -- 65 of them, all at 
once, tying up. the phone lines for the entire two-hour show. And since they couldn't talk about 
integration without getting cut off by the station, they talked about anything and everything else­
- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to keep empty beer bottles off the highways -­
anything to keep the segregationists off the air. 

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a 
group of"Embattled Ladies" with grit and determination could come together, despite their 
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. White and 
black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. Their leadership may not have 
captured many headlines, but it was leadership in the truest sense -- from Septima Clark and her 
citizenship classes; to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the 
Women's Political Council and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no 
list of leaders would be complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal . 
in integrating Central High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately, 
she could not join us here today, but I know you will all want to join me in sending Mrs. Bates 
our gratitude and warmest wishes . 

Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action. 
Their e?Cample energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into 
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state 
representative called these new women's groups "the worst ever to come before the legislature," 
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined 
lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with. 

In a sense, these women came together as women have always done -- around kitchen 
tables, at the market, in gatherings like this one. Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daughters. Few 'are 
household names. But quiet voices in harmony make a powerful sound, powerful enough to be 
heard, and to be heeded. I have heard these voices, these women's voices, in Ireland, where 
women have woven together communities through 30 years of Troubles. I have heard them in 
African shanties, where homeless squatters -- mostly women -- have pooled their resources, 
secured small loans, and built a vibrant community of a hundred new homes. I have heard them 
in Argentina, where a grandmother refused to bend under the brutality of the generals and kept 
her eyes on the plight of her nation's grandchildren. These women and others like them are 
raising their voice and-- just as important~- are inspiring and empowering others to raise theirs 
as well. 

At heart, empowerment is what the WEC was all about: empowerment through education. 
In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer from the 
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height of the schools crisis. It says: "To get the best job, your child needs the best schools. Let's 
have the best schools for the most children-- free public schools." That simple message was at 
the center of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important legacies, and a 
vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six years ago. 

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our 
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic. 
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better helps us bridge our . 
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better 
affirms our bedrock belief that every child-- regardless ofrace, ethnicity, or income-- deserves 
the chance to share in America's promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this 
Administration is working to strengthen America's public schools·. We are working for smaller 
classes and 100,000 new teachers to fill them .. We are working for modernized, 21st Century 
schools, with every classroom connected to the Internet. We are working for after-school and 
summer school programs to help students rise to higher academic standards. 

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the Anlerican people, and I hope they will be 
a top priority of this Congress in its final days· and weeks before the election. Eight months ago, 
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It 
is not too late to act on it. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time 
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave politics at the schoolhouse door, and 
strengthen America's public schools. 

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women's Emergency 
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and 
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as 
important to your children's quality oflife as any other investment you make in their future. In a 
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the 
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your 
friends. 

Like the battles waged and won by the Women's Emergency Committee, the struggle for 
public education in our times is not an easy one. But it is essential. And if we follow the 
courageous and generous example of the WEC, we can create a world in which all children can 
live up to their God-given potential. If we display the determination ofAdolphine Fletcher Terry 
... the vision ofVivion Brewer. .. and the courage ofVelma Powell ... then I know that we 
will create that better world. 

Thank you very much. 
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It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join 
you here at the site of their historic first meeting-- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, "the 
First Lady ofLittle Rock." This is the place where it all began, four decades ago~ I am thrilled 
to see that so many of you have made the journey back her~, and that you've brought your 
families and friends. 

Since March, when the membership roster of the Women's Emergency Committee was 
made public, I've been reading and re-reading the names. I've been amazed at how many of 
them are familiar to me, from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names 
have faces and memories attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a 
multitude of issues. One thing is clear: when the \VEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn't 
give up the fight. They didn't stop fighting for public education. They didn't stop fighting for 
justice. They didn't stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have 
seen today in the fighting spirit oflrene Samuel, they haven't stopped yet. 

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first 
time, we're learning far more than these women's names; we're hearing their stories-- stories of 
bravery in the face ofbigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In · 
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police 
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a 
~·curiosity," like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. Atworst, they were 
called "race-mixers," "Communists," and epithets too awful to repeat. 

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to 
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and 
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee's 
office, located in a member's home. · Some members had babies in their arms; others, small 
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikeiy setting, they built a powerful grassroots 
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock 
school board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored integration. 

The W~d~ ~~e. EvenS(), as Velma Powell said, "we got attention." 
And that, in itself, could be a victory, as one story shows. Forty years ago, residents of Little 



Rock used to tune in their radios after dinner to a popular call-in show. The airwaves were 
dominated by segregationists, who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One 
evening, though, the women of the WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the 
program themselves -- 65 of them, all at once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour 
show. And since they couldn't talk about integration without getting cut off by the station, they 
talked about anything and everything else -- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to 
keep empty beer bottles off the highways-- anything to keep the segregationists off the air. 

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a 
group of"Embattled Ladies" with grit and determination could come together, despite their 
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times .. Wh~ and . 

~;J... black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights . .:f':he1r leadership was~~~ 
~~>v~. but it was leadership in the tru(sense -- from Septima Clark and her citizenship classes; 
~~~ to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the Women's Political Council 
-f1kW ~.~·and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no list of leaders would be 
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complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal in integrating Central · 
High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately, she could not join us 
here today, but I know you will all want to join me i)l sending Mrs. Bates our.Jwarmest wishes. 

~-~ 
Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action. 

Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into 
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state 
representative called these new women's groups ''the worst ever to come before the legislature," 
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined 
lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with. 

In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer 
from the height of the schools crisis. It says: "To get the best job, your child needs the best 
schools. Let's have the best schools for the most children-- free public schools." That simple 
message was at the heart of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important 
legacies, and a vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six 
years ago. 

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our 
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, noth~ expands economic 
opportunity more than strengthening our .eublic schools. Nothing~ help~ us bridge our 

no~ 'i'PH P /1 'A? 
divisions and bind together our nation)an strengthening our public schools. Nothing better 
affirms our bedrock belief that every child-- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income-- deserves 
the chance to share in America's promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this 
Administration is working to strengthen America's public schools: calling for smaller classes 
and 100,000 new teachers to fill them; for modernized, 21st Century schqols, with every 
classroom connected to the Internet; for after-school and summer school programs to help 
students rise to higher academic standards. 



~ .. ... , 

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be 
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago, 
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It 
is not too late to act on it. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time 
. for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave politics at the schoolhouse door, and 

. ' 
strengthen America's public schools. 

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women's Emergency 
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and 
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as 
important to your children's quality oflife as any other investment you make in their future. In a 
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the 
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your 
friends. 

~istory has taught u~mocracy is hard work, and a democratic nation is a work 
in progress. Its success depends not just on laws and institutions, but on attitudes and values. 
On working together with people with whom you have profound differences. On the lessons we 
teach children as we tuck them into bed at night. I have been privileged to witness women 
around the world, from Little Rock to Limerick, and Beijing to Bosnia, doing the hard work of 
democracy. Like the Embattled Ladies of Little Rock, they are struggling to teach their children 
well, and at the same time to make themselves heard in a oliti orld once reserved mostly for 
men. 
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It is not an easy struggle, but an essential on And recall the courageous and 

generous spirit of the WEC, we know that we can build a better world. We can form a more \ ~ 
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It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join 
you here at the site of their historic first meeting-- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, "the 
First Lady of Little Rock." This is the place where it all began, four decades ago. I am thrilled 
to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that you've brought your 
families and friends. 

Since March, when the membership roster of the Women's Emergency Committee was 
made public, I've been reading and re-reading the names. I've been amazed at how many of 
them are familiar to me, from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names 
have faces and memories attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a 
multitude of issues. One thing is clear: when the WEC disbanded in.1963, these women didn't 
give up the fight. They didn't stop fighting for public education. They didn't stop fighting for 
justice. They didn't stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have 
seen today in the fighting spirit of Irene Samuel, they haven't stopped yet. 

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first 
time, we're learning far more than these women's names; we're hearing their stories-- stories of 
bravery in the face ofbigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In 
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police 
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a 
"curiosity," like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were 
called "race-mixers," "Communists," and epithets too awful to repeat. 

. And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to 
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and 
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee's 
office, located in a member's home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small 
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots 
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock 
school boaid and helped save the jobs ofte~chers who favored integration. 
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And~, in itself, co.uld.be.a.v.ic.tory.,_as one story_sho:w.s.-F.orty years ago, residents of Little 
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Rock used to tune in their radios after dinner to a popular call-in show. The airwaves were 
dominated by segregationists, who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One 
evening, though, the women of the WEC decided they had h~ard enough. They called the 
program themselves-- 65 of them, all at once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour 
show. And since they couldn't talk about integration without getting cut off by the station, they 
talked about anything and everything else -- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to 
keep empty beer bottles off the highways -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air. 

Even smail triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a 
group of"Embattled Ladies" with grit and determination could come together, despite their 
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. White and 
black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. Their leadership was~.af'bW.~ 
visible, but it was leadership in the true sense -- from Septima Clark and her citizenship classes; 
to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the Women's Political Council 
and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no list of leaders would be 
complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal in integrating Central 
High School, among many, ~any other acc?~plis~ents. _D~~el~ts~ could not j.oin us 
here today, but I know you w1ll all want to JOm me m sendn;rg Mrs. Bates our warmest wishes. 

P. . ' l'k h b '1 1 . /~d l"~fd:../ ' 1' . 1 . wneenng women 1 e t ese m t a astmg mo e o 1rect, grassroots po 1t1ca actiOn. 
Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into 
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state 
representative called these new women's groups "the worst ever to come before the legislature," 
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined 
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In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer 
from the height of the schools crisis. It says: "To get the best job, your child needs the best 
schools. Let's have the best schools for the most children-- free public schools." That simple 
message was at the heart of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important. 
legacies, and a vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six 
years ago. 

____ Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our 
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic 
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing will help us bridge our 
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public. schools. Nothing better 
affirms our bedrock belief that every child-- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income-- deserves 
the chance to share in America's promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this 
Administration is working to strengthen America's public schools: calling for smaller classes 
and 100,000 new teachers to fill them; for modernized, 21st Century schools, with every 
classroom connected to the Internet; for after-school and summer school programs to help 
students rise to higher academic standards. 



.... .. . 

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be 
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago, 
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It 
is not too late to act on it.' School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time 
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave politics at the schoolhouse door, and 
strengthen America's public schools. 

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women's Emergency 
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and 
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November .. Your vote is as 
important to your children's quality oflife as any other investment you make in their future. In a 
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the 
most of it. And --like the women of the WEC --bring a friend to. the polls. Bring all your 
friends. 

As our history has taught us, democracy is hard work, and a democratic nation is a work 
in progress. Its success depends not just on laws and institutions, but on a!titudes and values . 
. On working together with people with whom you have profound differences. On the lessons we 
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teach children as we tuck them into bed at night. I have been privileged to witness women 
around the world; from Little Rock to Limerick, and Beijing to Bosnia, doing the hard work of 
democracy. Like the Embattled Ladies of Little Rock; they are struggling to teach their children 
well, and at the same time to make themselves heard in a political world once reserved mostly for 
men. 

It is not an easy struggle, but an essential one. And as we recall the courageous and 1/e~t,.J(W- ..-) 
generous spirit of the WEC, we know that we can build a better world. We can form a more"" ~ 
perfect union. We can-- and must-- open the doors of community and opportunity to all, as we 
work together to become one America in the 21st Century. 

Thank you very much. 
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Remarks at Vital Voices Conference 

Belfast, Northern Ireland 
September 2, 1998 

Thank you. Thank you very much, Fiona, for that introduction and even more for adding your 
vital voice to this conference. I'm sure if you need a note to be excused from school there's 
about a thousand of us that would sign it. I want to thank Sue Tibballs and Rosemary Farrendon 
and Inez McCormick, not only for what they have said here this afternoon, but for their 
commitment and dedication to the issues that bring all of us here to Belfast. 

Lord Mayor and Minister McFaul; Assembly Members; Mrs. Trimble; Ambassador Lader; 
Consul General Fort; and from Dublin, Minister Wallace and Ambassador Kennedy-Smith; and 
conference participants and distinguished guests. 

It is a great honor and a personal delight for me to be back in Belfast. I feel embraced by, and 
greeted by the sounds of so many women's vital voices. From the reports I have received while I 
was in Russia; and the ones I just heard, this conference has already succeeded in bringing people 
together .and enabling them to share ideas, and plot together to make the hoped-for peace a 
reality. Like all successes, this one, of course, is the product of many hands. 

I want to thank everyone associated with the planning and implementation. I particularly want to 
thank Theresa Law who has moderated this afternoon's session for her hard work. I want to 
thank Secretary of State Mo Mow lam, who brought to this task vision, dedication, and, according 
to my sources at Hillsbourough Castle, her skills as a party host and dancer par excellence. 

I also want to thank the new First Minister of the Assembly David Trimble and the Deputy First 
Minister Seamus Mallon. Not only for sponsoring and speaking at this conference on Monday, 
but for their leadership in making sure that the seeds of peace, once planted, can grow. I was 
pleased to learn that the first reception the Ministers held together was at Stormont in honor of 
the women delegates from this conference. And to Lord Mayor, the Belfast City Council and the 
entire city of Belfast, thank you for being such wonderful hosts. 

As I arrived here a few minutes ago, I thought about how the River Lagan, which once carried 
people away from these shores, now brings them back to fmd the rebirth of Belfast symbolized 
by this stunning Waterfront. I have been privileged in a small way to witness this re-birth 
starting with my husband's visit in November of 1995, and my return here last October speaking 
at the University of Ulster and speaking here to a conference of young people. I have seen in the 
faces of men and women and boys and girls, a new openness, a new commitment, a new 
awareness of the road that has been traveled and the road that lies ahead. 

I know also that the songs ofU2 and the other great musicians have filled the Waterfront in 
recent months, celebrating the transition that is occurring. But I also believe that from 
workshops to speeches to quiet conversations, nothing can compare to the powerful voices heard 
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here over the last few days. Voices from every comer of Northern Ireland, the United States, 
England, Scotland, and Wales. From every tradition. From every sector of society. Every age. 
Women and men. All blending into a powerful chorus calling for women to become full 
participants in a secure and democratic Northern Ireland. A Northern Ireland that people have 
hoped for, lived for, died for, and yes, finally voted for. Tomorrow, my husband will come here 
to the Waterfront to address your new Assembly, and to congratulate the citizens ofNorthem 
Ireland for this hard-won peace that is yours. 

The last few months have shown what people here have always known; the road to peace will 
never be easy. But the world has also seen how no fires, bombs or terrorists will ever tum you 
back. When my husband and I go to Omagh tomorrow, we will pay tribute to those who were 
murdered by the enemies of peace. They were mostly women and children. They were Catholic 
and Protestant, Union and Nationalist, young and old. They were people simply living their 
lives, working at a drapery store, hanging out with friends, buying school uniforms for their 
children. 

The terrorists targeted the people of Northern Ireland and in response it was the people, all the 
people, who bravely stood side by side to say: hatred and violence will no longer have a place 
here. We have chosen ballots, not bombs; democracy, not division. We have resolved to live in 
peace and we will never go back. We will only move forward. And as you do, please know that 
America will stand with you. 

How appropriate it is that this conference takes place the first week of school--not only because 
it's a time for new friends and new beginnings. But also because, ultimately, our children are the 
reason we are here. For 30 years parents dropped their children off for school- tucked in their 
shorts, kissed them goodbye, and dreamed of a time they could play outside free from violence. 
Dreamed of a time when their children's opportunities and destinies would never again be 
limited by their place of worship or political party or by whether they're a boy or a girl. Today, 
there is real hope in this dream, once expressed through poetry and protest, it will finally be a 
reality for children in Northern Ireland. 

None of this would have been possible if it were not for the courage and strength of generations 
of women. Though they may have worshiped separately on Sundays, seven days a week, they all 
said ·a silent prayer for their husbands to return safely home. Seven days a week, they lived in 
fear that the unspeakable would happen, they would be forced to bury their own child. And yet, 

' seven days a week, they carried on with hope and prayer that the future would be brighter, free of 
troubles and heartbreak. 

Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daughters. Few were household names. But, having seen their lives 
and communities tom apart by violence, women came together as women have always done­
around kitchen tables, at the market, in gatherings like this. It was women whose whispers of 
"enough" became a torrent of voices that could no longer be ignored. If we listen carefully, their 
voices still echo through this room and lift up ours today. · 

If we listen, we can hear the voices of women who withstood jeers and threats, prejudice and 



violence to make themselves heard in a political world once reserved primarily for men. We can 
hear the voices of women in Craigavon, who, instead of burrowing into their sorrow ... used the 
power of the pen to heal by writing and sharing their poetry, short stories, essays, and plays. In 
one poem, Madge Steele writes about finding common ground: 

Weave the threads of real friendship with the colors of your life, 
Use the pattern of Peace and leave out the strife, 
Thread the friends that are young along with the old, 
And you'll find on your loom a fabric of Gold. 

If we listen, we can hear the voices of those who helped weave this fabric of gold, grassroots 
activists like the late Joyce McCarten, who literally wove communities together through the 
Troubles. Three years ago, when I met Joyce at Ye Olde Lamplighter on Lower Ormeau Road, 
around a small wooden table we sipped tea and talked about what had brought these women 
together. How they realized that history and religion were keeping them apart even when they all 
wanted the~ same things: goodjobs and good schools for. their children. Streets you could walk 
down safely. Security and prosperity you could count on. A future you could believe in. ·. 

Hardly a radical agenda. But for this, Joyce was called a "trouble-maker." Well, she had another 
name for herself, and when she met me she proudly announced that she called herself a "Family 
Feminist" because saving families was the goal of all she did. I have met many family feminists 
around the world. In South Africa, Bosnia, Kazakhstan, China, Nicaragua, Brazil, Pakistan, and 
India. Places that are riven with strife, by disagreement, by conflict caused by racial, religious, 

/ and tribal differences. Yet, in the midst of even the worst of times, there are women like these 
who stand up and say: stop for a minute please, think about what is really important for us and 
our children. 
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I met such women at the Vital Voices Conference in Austria, inspired by Ambassador Swanee 
Hunt who is here with us today. I met them at the United Nations Conference in Beijing where I 
remembered clearly the banners that were created by women from every part of the world. They 
spread those banners across the Great Wall. Woven into them were the dreams of religions, and 
talked in different languages. But they spoke the same mother tongue--the language of freedom 
and hope. 

And they sent a clear message. Economic progress depends on women's progress. Democratic 
progress depends on women's progress. Human rights are women's rights and women's rights 
are human rights. And this conference is part of an ongoing glowing initiative that is making 
these points over and over again and in the process oftransforming women's lives and societies. 

What a better time to recommit ourselves to these basic truths than in this year of the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights. We're not talking about paying lip 
service to the rights written down on a piece of paper and filed away. Rather, we're talking 
about how we treat each other at home and work, at church and school and in political 
assemblies: Are we valued? Do we have the food, health care, education, shelter, the income we 
need to survive and flourish? Do we have the opportunities to help us reach our God-given 
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Now many of the women here in Northern Ireland and throughout the world with whom I hav~ 
met know nothing of this UniversalDeclaration of Rights: But theyknow in their hearts and 
souls, that in spite of all they are told by culture and tradition, they are endowed witp God-given: 
rights, as surely as they were born into a human family. And the reason we want those rights is 
not merely.to make a statement, or to be part of a political movement, but because we want to .· · 
help create a better world, a world in which we can walk safely and we can live peacefully 
together with those who are like us and are unlike us, because we want our dignity and the 
dignity of all hunian beings respected. 

In Beijing, I was particularly. moved by the banner created by women of this island. On it; was a 
picture of a red-haired woman standing on top ofthe'world. And since that day in 1995, it's 
amazing how far she has climbed in Northern Ireland alone . 

. Who would have thoughtthemajority of women fromboth.traditions would step forward and .. 
... .. .vote ~·yes'.'. on a Peace.Agreement?. Who would havethought.that.when the first .Assembly~· · 

convenes, .. its.seats .will be filled. with fourteen·worrien? And who would have thought that the .. ·, . 
Agreement would demand.asocietythatis truly inclusive? Notjustall religions and political 
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parties. But all women and men alike. · 

As my good friend, Secretary of State Albright likes to say, advancing the cause of women is not 
just the right thing to do. It is the smart thing to do for any society. It was the smart thing for 
women to clear the path for reconciliation which brought us to this day. And it is the smart thing 
for women to play a central role in the reconstructi<?n that will usher in a Northern p-eland.that . 
fulfills the promise of democracy, prosperity, and yes, peace, for all its citizens. Because as you 
well-know, the Peace Agreement was the beginning,/not the end. 

·What you have been doing here is thinking through in practical ways what must be done to fulfill 
the promise of peace. You know better than I, it will take far more discussions, conferences and 
reports. The hopes for peace will have to be translated into the hard work of practical action and 
political compromise, nqt only in the Assembly, but in every comer of society. So the real 
challenge of this cmiference starts as we leave. How will each of us work to fulfill the promise 
of peace? That, of course, will be up to the men and women of Northern Ireland to decide. But, 
based on what we know about the conditions that promote peace and prosperity, we, I think, can 
agree on basic goals: All people must have access to the tools of opportunity-good education, 
quality health care. Good jobs, loan, and credit. . The kinds of opporturiities that will give 
responsible people of whatever backgrounds the chance to move forward into the 21st century 
with confidence. 

If we are to fulfill the promise of peace, we must translate into practical action what these goals . 
mean. How do we, for example, have an education system that serves the needs of young people 
moving in a very different world, dominated by a global economy? How do we inake available 
the kinds of credit that small business people need to build a thriving economy from the ground 
up in the most depressed area in Northern Ireland? How do we make sure that, loans and 
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microcredit financing are available? That the businesses, the government and particularly the 
banks here will meet the needs of people anxious to demonstrate that they can build economic 
opportunities for themselves? 

If the promise of peace is to be fulfilled, then all people must be safe from violence. And in 
particular, all women must be safe from violence, whether it happens in their homes or on. the 
streets. Domestic violenc~ which breathes the conditions of violence and aggressiveness setting 
one person against another must be seen for what it is: a crime, not a family matter. If the 
promise of peace is to be fulfilled, then all women and men must feel free to make their voices 
heard through the ballot box and the soap box. There are many goals and you have discussed 
them all here at this conference. 

Surely, these goals require a guarantee of equal opportunity and democracy and that is what you 
have chosen. But, as our country has learned, democracy is hard work. It is a never-ending 
struggle. You never get it right, there is no perfect democracy, and its success ultimately 

. depends.notjust on.laws and institutions, but on attitudes .and.values. On getting along with . 
people with. whom you have. profound differences. On the lessons we taught children as .they. are 
tucked. into bed at night. . 

If you just think about women and girls, what are some of those lessons we want women and 
girls here and throughout the world to be learning? We teach our girls that we value them, not 
for what they look like, but for what they think, feel, do and dream. Will our businesses do more 
to help women get child care and other tools they need to successfully balance work and family 

: so that no women ever have to make the choice between the job they need to put food on the 
table and the time they must give to the children they love? When a woman speaks up in the 
home, or the community, or the Assembly, will she be listened to as carefully and respectfully as 
if she were a man? And, as women, will we finally respect each other's choices? Will we admit 
that there is no model for women today that is one size fits all? That we can choose full time 
work or full-time motherhood and home-making, or like most women, doing both at certain parts 
of our lives? And will we support the choices that each of us makes? 

) 

As you struggle both with issues unique in Northern Ireland and with ones experienced by 
women everywhere, I want you to know that the American government, the American people, 
and the larger worldwide community want to help you succeed. 

What women have said over the last few days is they want the tools to lift up their voices and the 
lives of their families. And in this room are partners who want to help them do just that. We 
already heard from two, The Body Shop and the Ford Motor Company. 

I want to applaud the more than $2 million in partnerships committed to the outcomes of this 
conference. They come from all sectors of society and they are dedicated to diverse areas like 
political leadership and media training, mentoring and most importantly economic development. 
This is just the beginning. 

We leave here today with a commitment from the U.S. Department of Labor and the Northern 
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···"· Ireland Employment and Training Agency to improve women's access to jobs, child care, and 
\ 
; training. We leave here with a commitment from the Institute of Directors to help women in 

middle 'management get the mentoring and training they need· to succeed in European and world 
markets. 

We leave here with commitments from corporations ranging from Xerox to MCI and from 
America Online to Marrio~, which for example, will provide internships. for young people .. in. the. 
tourism in~ustry. And I have to say, as I flew from Moscow today, and was coming down to 
land over the landscap~ ofNorthern Ireland, I tho,!Jght to myself, this is one of the most beautiful 
places of God's earth. A place that mariy people wilL.wantto come to visit and see for · 
themselves. We leave here with commitments from the President and Secretary of State of the 
United States that our goverriment will be vigorously engaged in turning the conference's 
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partnership into results. 

And we. are. encouraged.toJeamthatour Northern Ireland.partners are establishing a folloW::· up. : . 
mechanism to carry this, allforward. .. · 

As.we leave here;·1etus:pledgeto.each.otherthatthis isonly.the.beginning:: That;.as·the·Peace.• 
Agreement is. implemented, the voices.we raised will never fade away.· .•. Instead, .they.will spread .... 
into every community, and as Inez reminded us they will be joined by many others who are not 
in this hall today. 

Because, regardless of whether a man or a women voted yes or no to the peace agreement now in 
a democracy, every single citizen has a role to play in fulfilling the promise of peace. It will take 
businesses and non-governmental organizations. Churches of every tradition inspiring us to use 
our faith as a source of strength and unity. It will take men of all ages, because this struggle can 
never and will never be won without them. It will take all.ofyou here, the women ofNorthern .. 
Ireland speaking out whenever injustices arise, to point out opportunities to face up to challenges 
and to speak for those who are still voiceless. 

It will take young people like Fiona. Just a month ago, I had the opportunity to meet Fiona and 
.other young women and men who had corile to Washington with Project Children and the 
Children's Friendship Project. Some of them are here today. One, Vicky Moore, interned in my 
office and stood in the Forum elections for her constituency. · 

Another, Janette Rooney stayed in our nation's capital for six weeks, learning about leadership, 
community service; and how to build the bridges of understanding between diverse comniunities. 
But on the day before Janette returned to her home in County Tyrone, the Omagh bomb went off, 
Several of her fellow students turned on CNN and saw their own friends being taken away to the 
hospitaL One of Janette's best friends was killed. 

When the director of the Children's Friendship Project called Janette at home a few days later to 
extend her condolences, Janette's mother mentioned how her daughter had just received an 
invitation to this Vital Voices Conference. How, during this time of suffering and unspeakable. 
loss, this conference gave Janette something to look forward to. And how proud her mother was 
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, Northern Ireland. For that is what you are helping to create. 
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Tomorrow, I will visit along with theLord Mayor and others, one of the beautiful green spaces in 
Belfast. It is the kind of place my mother or father would want their children to be able to play 
freely. There's a new partnership being formed between an American partnership named 
KaBOOM! and PlayBoard, a Northern Ireland organization devoted to creating safe .. 
environments for children to play. They hope to create such an environment ~omewhere in 
Belfast. 

And what they b4ild won't be some adult's vision ofwhat sparks a child's imagination. The 
children themselves will design this space.· They will be the architects of their own environment, 

\ 

in a way that is a metaphor for what's happening in Northern Ireland, isn't it? All of you are 
now the archi_tects of your new environment. You are ultimately those who will determine. 
whether the children of Northern Ireland can play like.children should-without respect to religion 
or politics, without stereotyping or name. calling, without fear or. violence. That is for. me the 
ultimate dream I see .in my mind~ s eye,. as I land here in your airport, as .I travel the streets, as I 
look into the faces of the people. standing on the curbs waving at my car. ·I .believe that will 
happen~ andwhen it does we will think backto this conference andwe.willknow that women's 
voices played a vital role in fulfilling this promise of peace for all citizen's ofNorthern Ireland­
for men and women, boys and girls. 

May God bless you in this important work and the. future you build together. 

Thank you very much 
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begin Ireland remarks 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
· Remarks at John Eaton Elementary School 

"Ireland Remarks Only" 
Washington, D.C. 
September 8, 1998 · 

... Arid we just returned from Northern Ireland, and it was a stirring fllld very hopeful trip for my 
husband and me, to see what is happening as the people there move toward real peace. It too, is 
not an easy road to travel. But one of the things that struck me so forcefully, is thatmost ofus, 
whether it it working toward peace, or working for better education, knows what must be done­
it is just a qu~stion of whether we can. put aside our differences to overcome. the obstacles,and get 
about the business of doing it. That is what our.challenge_is here today. Others face different . 
challenges that are equally daunting in there eyes. But we can do this, and the district deserves 
no less.: Thank you very much. 

end Ireland remarks 

. \ . 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON · 
. REMARKS AT 40th REUNION OF WOMEN'S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
October 8, 1998 

Acknowledgments: Mayor Jim Dailey; Alma Williams; Sander Vanocur; Irene Samuel; 
former Sen. Pryor; former Gov. McMath; the family of Adolphine Fletcher Thrr:y; the student 
body presidents from the 5 Little Rock public high schools 

It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join 
you here at the site of their historic first meeting-- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, "the 
First Lady of Little Rock." This is the place where it all began, four decades ago. I am thrilled 
to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that you've brought your 
families and friends. 

Since March, whim the membership roster of the Women~s Emergency Committee was 
made public, I've been reading and re-reading the names.· I've been aniazed at how many of 
them are familiar to me, from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names 
have faces and memories attached. I have worked ~ith many of you, over the years, on a 
multitude of issues. One thing is clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn't 
give up the fight. They didn't stop fighting for public education. They didn't stop fighting for 
justice. They didn't stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have 
seen today in· the fighting spirit oflrene Samuei, they haven't stopped yet. 

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an horior roll. And for the first 
time, we're learning far more than these women's names; we're hearing their stories -- stories of 
bravery in the face ofbigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In 
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harrassment, police 
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a 
"curiosity," like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were 
called "race-mixers," "Communists," and epithets too awful to repeat: 

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to 
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white_ and black. And so, with a quiet and 
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee's 
office, located in a member's home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small 
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots 
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock 
school board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored integration. · 

The WEC didn't win every battle. Even so, as Velma Powell said, "we got attention." 
And that, in itself, could be a victory, as one story shows. Forty years ago, residents of Little 
Rock used to turie in their radios after dinner to a popular call-in show. The airwaves were 
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dominated by segregationists, who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One 
evening, though, the W()men of the WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the 
program themselves -- 65 of them, all at once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour 
show. And since they couldn't taik about integration without getting cut off by the station, they 
talked about anything and everything else -- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to 
keep empty beer bottles off the highways -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air. . 

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a 
group of "Embattled Ladies" with grit and determination could come together, despite their 
differertces, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult oftimes. The WEC 
also built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action. Their example energized women 
in Arkansas, drawing record numbers into politics and into new organizations that emulated the 
techniques of the WEC. When one state representative called these new women's groups "the 
worst ever to come before the legislature," that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that 
women had become dogged and determined lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with. 

In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer 
from the height of the schools crisis. It says: "To get the best job, your child needs the best 
schools. Let's have the best schools for the most children-- free public schools." That simple 
message was at the heart of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important 
legacies, and a vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six 
years ago. 

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our 
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 .years ago, nothing expands economic 
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing will help us bridge our 
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better 
affirms our bedrock belief that every child-- regardless ofrace, ethnicity, or income-- deserves 
the chance to share in America's promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this 
Administration is working to strengthen America's public schools: calling for smaller classes 
and 100,000 new teachers to fill them; for modernized, 21st Century schools, with every 
classroom connected to the Internet; for after-school and summer school programs to help 
students rise to higher academic standards. 

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be 
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago, 
this administration sent Congress an education agenda that 
School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time for Congress to leave 
politics at the schoolhouse door and strengthen America's public schools. 

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women's Emergency 
Committee, _and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to .you and 
your families. Tht best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as 
important to your children's quality of life as any other investment you make in their future. In a 
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few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the 
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your 
friends. 

[Conclusion: Belfast to Bosnia] 
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REMARKS ON EDUCATION 
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Scruggs. DC school super. Arlene Ackerman; AFT and NEA friends. 

Yesterday, it was my privilege to announce to the American people that our nation has 
triumphed over an enormous challenge: The red ink of federal budget deficits has been replaced 
by the black ink of surplus. We have brought order to the fiscal house. Now, we must bring 
order to the schoolhouse. The same focus, the same energy, the same bipartisan determination 
that we used to eliminate the deficit must now be used to elevate our public schools. For the 
sake of our children, we must choose progress over partisanship. 

Think of the challenges we have overcome in just the last six years when we put politics 
aside and focused on the issues that matter. We came together across party lines to pass historic 
crime, welfare, and budget measures that gave the citizens of this country the tools they needed 
to face these problems. The results speak for themselves: Rising wages and the lowest 
unemployment rate in 28 years ... the lowest crime rate in 25 years ... the smallest percentage of 
people on welfare in 29 years ... the lowest African American poverty rate since statistics have 
been kept; the lowest inflation in 32 years ... and budget surpluses as far as the eye can see. 

Now, the moment is right to put partisanship aside once again, for one day, in the name 
of our children. We must devote one day between now and the end of this congressional session 
to strengthening America's public schools. One day to debate and vote on a plan to provide 
America's public schools with the tools they need: 100,000 well-qualified new teachers to reduce 
class size .... after school and summer school programs to help students meet higher academic 
standards ... and modernized schools for the 21st century. 

In recent days Congress has chosen progress over partisanship by passing a higher 
education bill that includes my initiatives on higher education. These initiatives will help 
millions of Americans receive the college education they need to compete in the global economy. 
We are blessed with the finest system ofhigher education in the world and I applaud Congress 
and Con. William Goodling for making it even better. 

But our nation also needs and deserves the finest K -through-12 educational system in the 
world. Nothing we can do will more profoundly expand the circle of opportunity than 
strengthening our public schools. Nothing we can do will more directly enhance our economic 
competitiveness than strengthening our public schools. Nothing we can do will more assuredly 
bridge the divisions among our people and bind this nation together than strengthening our 



public schools. Yet no issue has suffered more from misplaced priorities and partisan pursuits 
than our public schools. 

Eight months ago I sent Congress an education agenda that I believe can dramatically 
improve public schools in America. It is an agenda that demands accountability from everyone 
involved in public schools--students, parents, teachers, administrators. It is an agenda that says 
to students, we expect you to meet high standards of discipline and academic achievement, but 
we will give you the help you need to meet those standards. It is an agenda that is, or should be, 
bipartisan in its appeal. 

It is not too late to act. There is still time before the end of the legislative session for 
Congress to spend one day and cast one vote on a plan that would transform public education by 
doing three things. 

First, the plan would help school districts hire 100,000 new teachers to reduce class sizes 
in the early grades--goals Sen. Patty Murray and Cong. Bill Clay have been fighting for. Small 
classes are one of the first things parents look for in a school, and the latest research shows that 
they are wise to do so. 

Children who receive the individual attention they need in the early grades show 
permanent academic gains. Every child in America deserves a chance to make those gains, and in 
one day Congress can vote to make that happen. 

Second, the plan would help build or modernize 5000 schools around the country--goals 
Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun and Cong. Charlie Rangel have been fighting for. The need is great. 
In fast-growing school districts kids are taught in trailers euphemistically known as "learning 
cottages." In older districts, children sit in magnificent old schools where chunks of plaster fall 
on their desks. That's wrong. We cannot ask students to show self-respect when their schools 
don't show self-respect. 

Our plan will also help connect every school to the Internet by the year 2000 and train 
teachers to use the Internet. Every child in America deserves a school as modem as the world we 
live in, and in one day Congress can vote to make that happen. 

Third, the plan would help students meet higher standards with after school and summer 
school programs and other targeted investments--investments Sen. Barbara Boxer and Congwrnn. 
Nita Lowey have been fighting for. 

I have seen the benefits of such investments with my own eyes. Last week I visited a 
school in Chicago where students no longer advance to the next grade unless they can pass tests 
to demonstrate that they have learned what they were supposed to learn. Students who have 
trouble passing those tests are offered academically-enriched summer school and after school 
programs, with three hot meals a day for students who need it. The result: test scores in Chicago 
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are up three years in a row. 

Every school district in America can do what Chicago has done, and in one day Congress 
can vote to make that happen. Yet for partisan reasons, Congress has not even found time to send 
me an appropriations bill that invests in education. They must not go home until they do, and I 
know Sen. Tom Harkin and Cong. David Obey will insist they do. 

Let me be clear: The men and women with me here today are ready to act now to 
strengthen our public schools. All they need is one day. One day to affirm the bedrock American 
value that every child, regardless of race, ethnicity, or income, deserves the chance share the 
bounty of this country's prosperity by gaining a first-class education. 

One day to put in place a plan that will insure the future of that prosperity in a world 
economy driven by knowledge. One day to put aside partisanship and do the work that the 
American people elected us to do. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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