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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Women’s Emergency Committee
October 8, 1998
Little Rock, Arkansas

Thank you very much. | am so pleased to be here on this glorious October
afternoon for this important occasion, and to see so many of you.in this audience
who are my friends and people with whom | have worked on all kinds of issues
here in Little Rock and in our state, and to be here to celebrate and acknowledge
the accomplishments of so many women who came together at a time of crisis and
made such a difference. Itis an e_xfraordinary opportunity for all of us to say thank
you.

| just realized when | was listening to Jim Dailey that | was born in Chicago and _
now call Little Rock home, and they both have mayors named Dailey who are doing
terrific jobs for their cities. And | am always pleased to be with Irene.Samuel, who
has been an inspiration to nearly every one of us in this audience and countless
more for her conviction and her commitment and her just plain fun personality and
good humor when she was nagging you about doing something that you knew you
should do and never would give up -- but always with a smile and aII the while
getting the job done. ‘

| am very pleased that Alma Williams could be here and Sander Vancour who could
share his memories with us, and | am very grateful to Jim Shelly and to
Southwestern Bell for their understanding of how-important this is. | got a lump in
my throat when the five presidents from our public high schools came up because |
think that any member of the Emergency Women’s Committee, today or in the past
would have been proud to see those young men and women standing before us
leading the Pledge of Allegiance. :

So it is a tremendous honor for me to be here and to stand in the company of so
many courageous women and to join you here at the site of that important first -
meeting. Now when one thinks about Mrs. Terry, it is impossible not to be filled
with admiration for all that she did, all that she meant, all that she encouraged.
And it is this place where she and Vivian Brewer and Velma Powell -- and so many
of you-and others who are no longer W|th us -- convened that very first meeting of
the Women's Emergency Committee.

Since March when the membership roster of the WEC was made public, | have read
and re-read the names -- many of which | recognized, many that | did not. But |
was amazed at how many were familiar to me because during my years of living
here in Little Rock, so many of the same names were part of important efforts that
were ongoing to improve the quality of life in our city and our state. Names that
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worked for the arts, names that co'ntinue to work for public education, names that
were at the forefront of improving health care for people, _names,that'took stands
on behalf of our continuing efforts for civil rights and social justice. Names that
didn’t just end with the work that they did in the 50's and the early 60's but were
still there living and vibrant in the recent past and present of Little Rock and
Arkansas.
So even though the WEC was disbanded in 1963, the women who made up the
WEC did not give up their struggles, their fights and their commitments. They
didn’t stop fighting for public education and they didn’t stop fighting for justice.
They didn’t stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we
have just seen as one example in‘Irene today, their fighting spirit has not stopped.

This list of 1,281 names is more than a membership roster, it is an honor roll. And
for the first time, we are not only learning these women’s names, we are learning
their stories -- stories of their bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of
violence, and triumph in the face of terror.

In the struggle to open the schools the women of the WEC faced hate mail and
harrassment, police surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC
members were treated as a curiosity -- like the post Civil War southern suffragettes
in the early part of our century -- in their white gloves and hats.

At worst, they were called race mixerS‘ and communists and epithets too awful to
repeat. And yet, those women endured it all. They endured it because they
believed what they were doing was right and important and that opening the.
schools was not in and of itself a significant act but that it symbolized the kind of
society they wanted to be a part of and they contributed to build. '

And so, with a quiet and solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats
and made their way to the Committee’s office, usually here, but sometimes in
another member’s home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unI|ker setting, they built-a powerful
grassroots movement -- a coalition that helped defeat the segregationists on the
Little Rock School Board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored
mtegratlon ' :

Even when the WEC didn’t win a battle, as Velma Powell said, “We got attention.”

| particularly enjoy the story | was told of a popular radio call-in show that residents

of Little Rock used to tune.into after dinner. During the school crisis, the air waves

were dominated by segregationists who ranted and raved and took over the

program. But one night, the women of the WEC decided that they had heard

enough. They called the program, all 65 of them aII at once, tying up every line for
~ the entire two-hour show.



FWOSQB wpd : - - § _ Page 3

And since they couldn’t even mention the worked integration without being cut off
from talking on the show, they talked about anything and everything else -- how to
can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to keep empty beer bottles off the
highway -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air.

Even small triumphs like this made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a
group of embattled ladies with grit and determination could come together despite
their differences and stand up for what was right even in the most difficult of
times. White and black," women were instrumental for the 'struggle of civil rights
here, throughout the South and throughout our country

Their leadership may not have captured all the headlines, but it was leadership in
the truest sense. And so many of those leaders are really still influencing us today.
Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots, political
action. Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers
of women into politics and new organizations that emulated the techniques of the
WEC.

| read an old article by the distinguished journalist Roy Reed, in which he quoted an
Arkansas State Representative-who called these new women’s groups, including

the WEC and the ones the WEC spawned, the “worst ever to come before the
legislature.” Now that really was a high compliment because what it meant was
that the women who showed up in their white gloves and their hats had become
dogged and determined advocates and lobbyists -- a force to be reckoned with.

In a sense, these women came-together as women have always done -- around
kitchen tables, at the market, in gatherings like the ones held here in Mrs. Terry’s
home. Wives and mothers, sisters and daughters, few were household names but
their voices in harmony made a powerful sound -- powerful enough to be heard and
be heeded.

.I have thought a lot about coming here. | have looked forward to it with great
anticipation because in the last several months | have participated in conferences in
three different parts of the world called Vital Voices. Vital Voices is an attempt to
bring women together in countries, particularly new democracies, where women
have not yet found their voice. And | have talked about how women in our country
have stood up in very critical times in our past to make sure thelr voices have been
heard. : : ’

So whether it was in Vienna, Austria a year ago where women from the former
Soviet Union gathered because all of a sudden they wanted to know what did it
mean to be a citizen of a democracy -- how did they make a difference -- or the
Vital Voices Conference in Belfast, Northern Ireland where for the first time
Catholic and Protestant women came together.in common cause to learn how they
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could influence the peace process and help build a stable, secure peace in their
land. And then, last Friday, in Montevideo, Uruguay, women from all over Latin
America gathered because they were, for the first time, realizing that the years of
oppression and authoritarian governments and terrorism and civil war were finally
and thankfully and hopefully over forever. They too needed to think of ways they
would make their contributions to building their country. ‘

Well, every one of them could have taken lessons from the ladies of the WEC. If
we could spare lrene, we could send her throughout the entire world, encouraging
and inspiring women to rise up and make sure their voices -are heard. Because that
is really what is at the root of what this group did that was so remarkable.

They were able to find common ground in a crisis. They were able to put aside’
their own personal fears and come together -- often at great costs. They were
able, if not to enlist their families, at least to quiet the concerns and to bear the
losses such as the loss of business and the loss of patience and all that came with
it. And there are women all over the world today who may not know specifically
about the WEC, but know: énough to realize that there have been other women who
came before who took risks for democracy, who stood up for social justice, who
laid claim. to their children’s future to build a better society together. .

In part, opportunity and fairness was what the WEC was all about, especially

~ opportunity through education. And if you look at the old documents that the WEC
produced, there is a saying at the Arkansas History Commission that goes “to get

. the best job, your child needs the best schools. Let’s have the best schools for the
most children -- three public schools.” That simple message drove the WEC
forward and it is still an importaht mesage in our country today. '

1 learned a lesson when | was recently in Belfast, Ireland, when person after person
came up to me and said that one of our biggest problems is that our children have
never gone to school with each other. There are two separate systems of '
education -- one for Catholic children and one for Protestant children. - And until
there is a free, public school education system which will draw all children
together, there is not much hope we will be able to change attitudes and create
relationships as quickly as we need to. -

And | couldn’t help but think how important it has been for our country and in
effect, what a singular accomplishment it has been that we have been committed
to public schools -- free public schools open to all children. It is the best ‘
investment our country has ever made. It remains the best investment that our
country: should make. ‘ '

Nothing' better hélps us bridge our divisions and bind together our nations than
strengthening our public schools. That should be a priority for every community in
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our nation. It is certainly a priority -- as you know so well -- of my husband, who
has fought for better public schools here at home and throughout the nation for as
many years as he has been in public service. And his committment to excellent
public education has led him to produce an agenda which deserves to be given
senous attention.

In this Congress, even though there are a few days left, it is not too late for them

 to do something that is good for the children and people of America. School is

almost out of session on Capitol Hill -- and like many parents we are glad to see it's
nearly over -- but there is still time for Congress to step up to this responsibility and
place politics and partisanship at the schoolhouse door and strengthen America’s

- public schools to provide the kind of attention that children need by providing more

teachers for lower classroom sizes, to modernize and repair our school buildings, to
create higher standards that we can all work to achieve, and to provide after-school
and summer programs. '

The agenda may have been different when the WEC was working to open the
schools but it is the same agenda at heart. How do we make sure that these five
young, impressive Americans who represent the young people of not only this city,
but this nation, are given a chance to reach the fullest that their God-given potential
can give them through the kind of publlc education to which our children should be
entitled. '

- So that is one of the lessons that is still with us today that the WEC has given us

through the years. The second is the importance that they place on the basic duty
of citizenship, namely to vote. They understood how important and critical it was
that every citizen be enlisted to demonstrate that by that simple act of voting, they
were once again committing themselves to a democratlc way of life.

They urged people to vote. They had telephone polling. They did everything they
could because they knew that the elected leadership, if any community, will make
decisions that will affect the people. And that is something we have to remind
ourselves of over and over again these days. It really does matter who sits on a

'school board, or in a mayor’s office, or in the Oval Office, or in the halls of

Congress. It really does matter.

So now that we are about three-and-a-half weeks from the election, in the spirit of
the WEC, | would urge everyone to be sure that you not only vote, but to bring 5 or
10 more to vote to make sure that everyone understands what the WEC
understood -- that this is a critical, | would argue, even sacred obligation for the
right to live in this country and to enjoy our blessings together. ‘

And finally, all of us should just think about the courageous examples of the ,
women who started and filled the membership rosters of the WEC in times when
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their commitment meant that they might be vfoIIowéd by a state police car or
receive a death threat by telephone, or have their husband come home and with a
shake of his head say he: just lost a piece of business. -

If ' we can remember their willingness to stand up and do what what was right, if
we.can summon up their courage and determination, then when we face struggles
and difficulties in our own time, in standing up for what is right and in standing up
to be counted on the side of those who are willing to make sacrifices to improve
the life of our community and our country, then that might be one of the lasting
tributes we can give to all of them
So here on this beautiful afternoon in front of this lovely home which has been
turned into a magnificent museum, let us pledge once again not merely to honor the
" memory of the WEC by reading the names on the window or reading Sarah’s book
or by talking to the women who are here, but to do that and more.

We must recommit ourselves to public educatlon to make sure that everyone we
can touch, reach and talk to understands how important it is to vote. And finally,
to be |nsp|red now and in the future by the example of these brave and courageous
women who met here all those years ago.and changed hlstory but can continue to
influence the present and the future as well.

Tha‘nk you all very much.
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First lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton hugs Irene Samuels, one of
the leaders of the Women's
Emergency ‘Committee ~fromn
"1958-1963, after Mrs. Clinton

: SRS spoke Thursday at the: group’s .
a s c ’ 40th-anniversary reunion.

First lady cool |
in LR as vote
taken in D.C,
: BY DANNY SHAMEER
' ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
T Undaunted by the vote for
A . a presidential impeachment
. inquiry, first lady Hillary :
Rodham Clinton returned to : : C .
Little Rock on Thursday to | . ' S .
. raise money for Democratic
candidates’ 'and honor a
group that worked to reopen
the city’s high schools after
the 1957 desegregation crisis.
Throughout her rounds,
‘'she made no reference to the
- events in Washington sur-
- rounding the president’s af.
fair with former White House
) intern Monica Lewinsky, But:
|" Thursday night, when 4th
Congressional District.candi-
- date Judy Smith proclaimed
that “like thousands of peo-
" ple that T have personally
- met with .., I believe enough
Is enough,” the first  lady
smiled broadly and joined in
o the roar of applause.. “No
. : more, . please, no more,”
. [ Smith added.” - .
. " Appearing unruffled by
N See FIRST LADY, Page 13A
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events in Washington, the first
lady opened her 24-hour visit by, .
speaking to about 500 people at' -

the 40th reunion of the Women's | '

Emergency Committee. :
| When she praised Presxdent ‘
Clinton’s work on public school ed-
ucatlon she urged Congress to
support her husband’s policies.

She said his agenda deserved
serious attention.
| ““Even though they. only have a
few days left, it is not too late for
l;hem to do something good for the
thldren and the people of Ameri-
na." the first lady sa1d generatmg
applause

“School is almost out of session
on Capxtol Hill ang, like many par-
-an we're glad to see it nearly
over" she said, prompti laugh
cer from the crowd. “But there is
still time for Congress to step up to
lts responsibility, to leave politics
and partisanship at the school- .
Bouse door and strengthen Ameri-.
1a’s public schools.”

| . The crowd greeted her warmly - .

from the moment she stepped onto,
the podium. Wearing a light yellow
pant.smt she smiled continuously -
1s she sat on stage, listening to oth-
ér speakers and sometimes nod—
ding at particular remarks. .

When it was her turn to speak, .
she crowd rose, giving.her a one- -
minute ovation.

Her - speech at the Women s
Zmergency Comrmittee reunion
was part of a series of events ree-
gnizing the anti-segregation
roup's work in the late 1950s and .
zarly 1960s.

The committee formed after
he integration of Little Rock Cen-
ral High School. Little Rock’s high
ichools were closed in the 1958-59
licademic year when popular sen-
iment favored closing schools’’
sver racial integration.

Mrs. Clinton praised the com- |
nxttee, which she describe as
;ourageous and determined in its
ight to reopen the schools.

She said that when she saw the’
1,281 comrmittee members’ names
,vhen they were released in March
or the first time, she recognized .
nany of them as leaders 1n the
ll‘tb health care and education
bhen she was Arkansas’ first lady.

Shaking hands in the crowd af-
erward, she greeted some people
»y name. Those in the crowd who
ew her before she became first
|ady said she did not appear trou-
sled by events in Washington.

“She seerms as strong and confi-
lent as ever,” U.S. District Judge
|-I enry Woods said. Mrs. Clinton

was the attormey for the judge’s ad-
/xsory committee when he han-

liled the Pulaski County school de-

iegregation case.’
'l “She seemed to me like her
1sual self: poised, confident. You
mnow, she seems as determined as
he Women’s Emergency Commit-
ce was,” he said.

- Stephen Engstrom, a Little
tock lawyer, said she “seems fired
ip. I told her 1 wish I could team
\p with her on a trial. She seemed
o full of energy and so strong.”
| Elizabeth Eckford and Hazel.
lassery showed up togéether to
rear Mrs. Clinton speak. Eckford
vas one of the nine black students
vho integrated Central High in
.957. Massery was one of the white
tudents'who joined a crowd pur-
ULng KCKIOrd A4S SMé tricd 1o ehrel
he school alone. On Thursday,
hey described each other as
riends just getting together for an-
ther outing.

First lady Hillary Rodharm Clinton waves to the' crowd
Thursday as speakers (from left) Sander Vanocur of televi-
sion’s History Channel, férmer Women’'s Emergency Com-
mittee leader lrene Samuels, Litle*Rock Mayor Jim Dailey,

“Y think it’s an honor to have a
national figure like Mrs, Clinton
recognize the work of the Women’s
Emergency Committee,” Eckford
said. “It’s diffieult today for people
to recognize how brave and daring
they were. The cornmittee changed -

the role of women in society, and ’

IdVI.rs Clinton is filling that role to-
ay_n

People in the crowd had mixed
reactions to the House’s action
Thursday. Some disliked the
prospect of impeachment hear-
ings. Others thought the focus
ought to be' limited to former

White House aide Monica Lewin-
sky, while some thought a wider

scope was needed. No onée was un-
happy about the first lady’s visit.
“I think she’s a brave woman,”
said Alfred Hampton of thtle
Rock, who supported a limited im-
peachment hearing. “She’s stick-
ing by her man, and she has a lot

ot heart, and she’s not lettmg the.

situation get the best of her.

‘“As a matter of fact, I think it's
very noblc of her to come to Little
Rock to honor the Women's Emer-

40th anmve:sary

-~ Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/KAREN VAN DONGE
First lady Hillary Clinton waves-to the crowd as shae is cheered by Arkansas Ed-
ucation Association President Linda Pondexter before speaking Thursday night
in Linle Rock at a rally.for Senate candidate Blanche Lincoln,

gency Committee on, of all days,
the day when Congress seeks 1m—
peachment hearings.”

Thursday night, Mrs. Clinton ap-
peared at. a joint -fund-raiser for
‘Smith and gubernatorial eandidate
"Bill' Bristow and at the -Arkansas
Cancer Research Center’s annual

. gala, as well as a rally for Senate
candidate Blanc¢he Lincoln.

At the Cancer Research Center
gathering, Glen Hooks, execitive
director of the state Dernocratlc
- Party, said of the House vote for an
-impeachment inquiry that he was
“disappointed they left it as open-
ended as they did.”

“There’s no deadlme no lmub-
ed scope. It shows the Republican
leadership is about partisanship
rather than progress,” he said.

’ Sharon Priest, the Democrat
seeking re-election as secretary of
state, said t.he House vote wasn’t
unexpected “but ﬁeofple are fed
.up and they are sic

“Like Judy Smith said, enough
is enough,” Priest said.

Pat Youngdahl of Little Rock, a -

psychologlst at- Arkansas  Chil-

—

* Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/STEPHEN B. THORNTON

‘and Souihweste'rn Bell President Jim Shelley prepare to
take their seats outside the Decorative Afls Museum for the
commemoration of the Women’s Emergency Comrnmee s

dren’s Hospital, saw Mrs. Clinton
at the Women’s Emergency Com-
mittee 40th reunion and at the
Bristow-Smith fund-raiser.

“She looks wonderful,” Young-
dahl said. “She is very gracious
about visiting and talking to many
or most of the people who had
worked with her on different pro-
jects over the years. They were
thrilled to see¢ her.” -

At the event for Lincoln, Tanya
Fuller said the Washington scan-
dal could not have been further
from her mind Thursday night.

“To be honest with you, I m so
tired of what's going on,”. said
Fuller, whose son, Ryan, 10, partic-
d;;at.ed ina readmg presentatlon at

e event with other College Sta-
tion Elementary School students.
“I eame in with an open mind.”

“I'm standing behind [the first

- lady] because education is one of

my biggest concerns right now,”
Fuller said.

The first lady appeared briefly
at the Cancer Research Center
event at the Arkansas’ Excelsior
Hotel, where she addressed a
crowd of about 1,000 for five min-
utes between standmg ovations.

She said the center is.a leader.
in its fleld. Her husband signed

. legislation creating it, she said,

and she's proud of the progress
center officials have made. She
mentioned that her motherin-law,
Virginia Kelley, who died of can-
cer, recelved ‘superb compassion
and care” in Arkansas,

The first lady said she hopes for
a better partnership in the future
between the federal govermment
and cancer institutes. She said
she’d like to see more clinical tri-
als to improve cancer treatment. .

She and Dr. Harry Ward, head

. of the University of Arkansas for

Medical Sciences, gave speeches
before .the event’s headliner,
singer Kenny Rogers, performed.

The first lady has one event
scheduled for today before return-
ing to Washington. She is to speak
on children’s health and develop-
ment issues in the first Anne Hick-
man lecture at Arkansas Chil-
dren’s ITospital in Little Ttock,
Inforrnation for this article was alse con-
tributed by Noel Oman and Rache!
O'Neal of the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette. .
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First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton hugs Irene Samuel ln Little Roek during ceremonies marking anniversary of women’s
group founded during the school desegregation crisis. First lady was cheered by supporters at three events.
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Desplte Presulent s Troubles,
First Lady Stays on Message

In Familiar, Supportwe thtle Rock, 772r0ngs Embrace Her

ByLors RoMaNo
Washington Post Staff Writer

LITTLE ROCK, Oct. 8—0On perhaps the most
trying day of her adult life, Hillary Rodham Clinton
returned to the security of a place where few judge her
and most embrace her unconditiopally.

* Just hours after the House voted today to launch an
open-ended impeachment investigation of her hus-
band, the first lady was hugged and cheered by
supporters at three overflowing events here in the city
she called home for nearly 20 years.

Clinton Lgnored reporters’ shouted questxons about
the historic vote in Washington and in her separate

- speeches she never addressed the scandal that has
imperiled her husband’s presidency and overshad-
owed her own dreams and achievements. Her spokes-
woman Marsha Berry said the first lady would let
stand President Clinton’s comment today that. the
situation was now “in the hands of Congress and the
people of this country, ultimately in the hands of God.”

During her first visit back here since Bill Clinton

" admitted in August to an improper relationship with a
former White House intern, she effusively praised her
“husband, who has fought for better public schools.. ..
for as many years as he has been in public service.”

And she took a swipe at Congress, which’ is.
scheduled to adjourn this weekend. “Even'though they

only have a few days left, it’s not too late for them to do
something good for the children and people of
America,” she told her first audience at a celebration of
the Women’s Emergency Committee (WEC), which
four decades ago fought to open Little Rock public
schools, closed by then-Gov. Orval Faubus to block
integration.

“School is almost out on Capitol Hill, and like manyb 4

parents we are glad to see it’s nearly over,” she said to
knowing laughs. “There is still time for Congress to
step up to its responsibilities, to leave partisanship at
the schoolhouse door and strengthen America’s public
schools.”
~ Clinton appeared at several other Little Rock
" events, including a fund-raiser for Bill Bristow, the
Democratic challenger for governor, and Judy Smith,
- a congressional candidate, as well as at a rally for
Blanche Lincoln, the front-runner for a Senate seat.
At the fund-raiser, she again made what was clearly

intended to be a remark jabbing at those investigating

the president. “T really hope that . . . we’re able to put

progress over partxsanshlp, we’re able to put unity
over division, we’re able to get about the business of
continuing to lift people up, not tear people down,” she
said to a rousing ovation.

It's hard to find audiences more. receptive and
sympathetic to Clinton than the stalwart supporters
and longtime friends in the state where Bill Clinton
was elected governor five times. At every stop,-the

first lady was greeted with prolonged cheering and -
mobbed by well-wishers. Wearing a bright, sunflower- -
A yellow pantsuit, Chnton put foxth a demeanor of

business-as-usual.
Outside the white mansion where the WEC used to
meet, several hundred women, men_-and children

‘packed the lawn to hear Clinton. She worked the

velvet rope line for 30 minutes afterward, asking after

families and old friends. No one raised her Washing-
- ton troubles.

“She’s been in our home for 20 years and she'll be

welcomed for the next 50,” said Dana Durst, after

shaking the first lady’s hand.
Eloise Raymond, who showed up with a contingent
from a Hillary Clinton Fan Club—and sporting a

" button advertising her membership—drove 30 miles

today to see the first lady. “This day no different from

any other-day,” Raymond said after having an opportu-
nity to chat with Clinton. “Every day has got to be
hard for her. I just hope being here encourages her to
pushon.”

“Hillary holds a special place in the hearts of
Arkansas’ women,” said Nan Snow, who described
herself as a longtime Clinton supporter. “She gave us a
voice, she gave us leadership.” :

The first lady has remained pubhcly sxlent on the
investigation since the president acknowledged .in
August that he had an improper relationship with
Monica S. Lewinsky. But in recent weeks, she had

_beén quietly urging Democrats to stick with her

husband on today’s vote while assuring them that if
they did not, there would be no political recrimina-
tions as next month’s midterm elections near.

At all her stops today, she stressed the importance
of the elections and urged people to get out and vote.

"Clinton also attended a cancer benefit tonight, which

was not open to the news media, and was planning to
spend the. night with her mother, Dorothy Rodham,
who lives here. On Friday, she is scheduled to visit
Arkansas Children’s Hospital. ’ v
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LITTLE ROCK

WE KNOW .IT LILL BE A LONG TIME BEFORE THE STATE OF ARKANSAS CAN LIVE
DOsN THE SHAME AND DISGRACE ITH WHICH IT IS NOV VIEWED BY THE ENTIRE
. WORLD. WE THOUGHT YOU MIGHT LIKE TO LEARN THAT THERE IS ONE GROUP HERE
DEDICATED TO THE PRINCIPLE OF GOCD PUBLIC EDUCATION WITH LIBERTY AND
JUSTICE FOR ALL. THIS GROUP SAYS TO &Ll THE WORLD THERE ARE MANY OF US
HERE WHO CARE ENOUGH TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE SITUATION IN WEICE WE FIND
OURSELVES. I AM PROUD AND HAPPY 70 BE A MEMBER OF THE WOMEN'S ”MERGLNCY

COMMITTEE TO OPEN OUR SCHOOLS

OUR AIMG ARE: TO REOPEN CUR FOUR PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS; TO RETAIN

OUR STAFFS OF GOOD TEACHERS; AND TO REGAIN FULL ACCREDITATICN BY THE NORTH

-CTN*RAL nSSO”IATION

~ MEETING MONTHLY IN THE GRACIOUS ANTEBELLUM MANSION OF ONE OF CUR
FOUNDERS, MiS. DAVID D. TERRY, WE HAVE GROWN TO INCLUDE MORE THAN 850
MEMEERS, PLUS UNCOUNTED PERSONS WHO SYMPATHIZE ENCUGH TO CONTRIRUTE
MONEY EVEN THOUGH THEY DARE NOT BECOME ACTIVE MEMBERS. WE EAVE AN OFFICE
AND AN EFFICIENT WORKING ORGANIZATION. KNOWING THAT OURS IS A TASK OF
EDUCATION, WE HiVE SENT OUT HUNDREDS. OF LETTERS e AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS A
COMMITTEE- URGING SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. WE HAVE MAILED THOU-
SANDS OF INFCRUATION LEAFLETS URGING THE REOPENING OF OUR SCHOOLS, AMND
W HAVE PRESENTED RADIO, TELEVISION, AND NEWSPAPER MATERIAL, AS WELL AS
SPONSORING MEETINGS AND FURNISHING SPEAKERS. WS iANT OUR CHILDREN, AND
I‘\’DEED OUR MATION, TO BE SPARED THE COST OF RESOLVING ANY SOCIAL CON-
LICT THAT CAN AND SHOULD BE VORKED OUT w THE JUDICIAL ATMOSPHERE OF

OUR COURT3 OF LAW.

I WANTED YOU TO KNOW TIHAT I AM ONE OF"LITTLE ROCK'S CITIZENS WHC
IS DBEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THIS PKOBLEM.

Chordine. S&



LETTER FROM LITTLE ROCK

‘No news from Little Rock" was the title of an editorial in the New York Times in September,
- 360, This was the BEST NEWS members of the Women’s Emergency Committee could want.
Jur schools were open again with no disturbances : :

-"‘;“Ou:‘ membership is now over 2, 000 and we are still growing.

“Mrs. Byron House, Jr. is our new Chairman. She is a former Board Member of the League
of Women Voters, Vice-President of the AAUW, on the Board of the Arkansas Medical Cen~
ter Auxiliary and the mother of four children. Thanks to Mrs. Joe R, Brewer who as our
first Chairman inspired all of us to work untiringly and unselfishly,

Who are the WEC? The results of a survey show we are a group desérving serious con-
sideration. We are long-ume residents of the South. The average member i{s between 37
and 50 with-two-chiidren in elementary school. Our family incomes range from 38,500 to
over $15,000 and our husbands are in business management or the professions. Most of us
have some college education and many have more than four years college, 89% of the
married members have children and 50% of the children are in public schools, 10% are in
college and 19% are past college age. 10% werz due to attend the closed high schools In
13958-59.. 21% have pre-school children. §2% of the women responding had worked before
marriage in occupations ranging from modeling to banking. 23% still work, Many planned
to leavg the state unless the school situation was settled.

“~We know we need Legislators who will stand up courageously for the education of all the
children of Arkansas. This summer we elected twoTepresentattves and reslected one-sena«
tor who promised to support public-education. Now we are working toward the reelection of

, one of our School Board members.

"f’l‘he.MC._beganworkmg aqinst the proposed schodl~- closinq Amendment 52 over a year aga. .
We had 55 study groups in Little Rock alone for our members and each member was glven
the responsibility of taking the message to others over the state, We had’'a Speaker's
Bureau which filled many requests from clubs and civic groups. We mailed thousands of:
pieces of literature warning the people'of the dangers of this amendment, On November £
the Amendment was defeated 3 to l in spite of a telecast by the-Governor-urging the people
to vote FOR the Amendment, PEOPLE OF ARKANSAS PROVED THEY WANT NO MORBI}MPERUxu

WITH THEIR PUBLIC SCHOOLS =

5"‘?’"We sent a telegram to the New Orleans Save Cur Schocls Committee as'suring them of our
support.' “We told them that "even after the unequivocal defeat of Amencwent 52 the people
were told by politicians that it was defeated because they didn’t understand it, but they
uncerstood it alright--that's why they defeated it. In Arkansas some of.those.who do the
most talkmg about state S rights show the least concem about local rights. "

-:;\

“Mrs. House was interviewed for a ﬁl_m' documentary by a New Orleans TV station.
B.We still entertain many foreign visitors and we are glad to show them peaceful Little Rock.

:-will continue to work toward a better e'ducation_ for all the children of ‘A.rkahsas!

.cember, 1960_ WOMEN'S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE F OR PUBLIC EDUCA.TION
© P. O. Box 3244, Forest ”etcht“ Staticn



THE GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (GACE)*

believes ., . .

”The public ‘school system of the State is the cornerstone of our
soc1al economic, and pohflcal structure and should, therefore be the

_concern of all citizens.

"There is a direct relationship between the success of Arkansas
program of mdustnal development and the promptness and adequacy of
the solution to our educational problems " ' :

and agrees with the U, S. Chamber of Commerce that . , .

"GOOD SCHOOLS ARE GOOD BUSINESS"

s
THS
THE
WAY

10 -
BUILD?

* A non-political study group of 58 business and schoolleaders through-
out Arkansas.  Little Rock members: Virgil Blossom, J. R. Booker,
Claude Carpenter Jr., LeRoy Cristophe, A.W. Ford, Mrs. Charles R.
Henry, Lewis Johnson, Mrs. Frances Neal, Hugh B. Patterson .Ir )
H. R. Pyle, Forrest Rozzell, Joshua K, Shepherd, Jack Stephens B.
Williams, Mrs. Edgar F. Dl.{On



-To Nhom It May Concern
I am writing this as a Christian Mother, who-1is as .

| much interested in her children s teacherso educazion, A
and welfare as any Mother in Little Rbck. T will have
‘a fifteen yeaT old son in. his first year of High 3chool.

:next year. I am in’ favor of "Free Public ochools;" but - {n,

v/

onlxvon-a segregated_basis,l.Ne will never have any peachrul

rschools otherWise. l‘have'seen what has happened‘to our
 city buses—-the same thing will happen to our schbols.
Do the Christian People of" Little Rock want this? The

N
character, ideals,zand habits of“our.children begin in

our homes.

Little Rock has been hurt,'sO’have‘ohrﬁchildren, but.

integrating our publis schools‘is’not the-solution'to~our-

”'worries and - problems. I'm in favor of opening our schools"'

(segregated\‘and let the ones who favor integration go to

’:Dunbar or Horace Mann. They have as. goodhschools as Central$i
1ulletin board

I hope that you will post this on yo_‘;

,and that each Mother who 1is serving on the "Women s Emergency
?'Committeeﬂ will take time,out, read.it! and}give it‘careful :
thought,g'ILregret very much to see'ArKanSas; and esoecially

. Little FRock, continuing to be hurt.



Tho Womcns Emergcncy Commlttcc to Open Our Schools is 2 none . .
© _ .partisan’ group for the preservation of :public' education.

Extremists’ are \willing to ‘destroy Little. Rock’s sschool sttcm Wo
d believe that our free public schools must be -preserved.

.-Our: membérship .of. over 1,200 white Arkansas women believe in - |
publxc cducatlon Add _your support now!

WOMEN'S EMERGEN(Y COMMITTEE fo OPEN OUR S(HOOLS I'{ :

NOT affiliated with any other group.

" NOT for integration, NOT for segregation.
.FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

-_-—--.——'-—-——-—

I beheve in- the, prescrvauon of free pub
cducauon and respcct for law and order .

" Women'’ " Emergcncy Commlﬂee :

P. O.'Box 122, Pulaski Helights Sta.tion : S ey
Little Rook, ‘Arkansas . o ‘ o

e ——— = E' =]
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McMATH., LEATHERMAN & WOODS
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

SUITE 417, NATIONAL OLD LINE BUILDING
TELEPHONE FR 4.8293
LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS

SIDNEY S. MCMATH

LELAND F. LEATHERMAN’ o . o
HENRY WOODS : . December 3 ) 1959

JAMES E. YOUNGDAHL

Mrs. Vivian Brewer, Chalrman
Women's Emergency Committee
5709 Kavanaugh (Upstairs)
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Mrs. Brewer

' I want. to eXpress my admiration to you and your
wonderful organization for the great Job you did in the
school election last Tuesday. In previous elections,
although yovur group has carried the major part of the load,
you have had some help. In this election you cheerfully

~assured the entire burden and won a decisive victory with
negligible assistarnce from other quarters.

A few people like myself came by on cne or .two
occasions and looked wise, tut the successful candidacy
of Messrs. Tucker and Mackey 1s due solely to the efforts
of your organization. I continue to be amazed at the
executive abllity and organizational talents of you, Irene
Samuel , and your board members and faithful workers.
“Although the election does show some shift in sentiment in
this community, the figures are somewhat deceptive. The
final figures show that your group was-successful in get-
- ting our suppcrters out to the polils, whereas the other:
. sice had no comparable organization. Apathy is always the
- greatest obstacle in a-political campaign. I have never
seen a more apathetic electoratejthat your organlzation vas
able to turn out - almost 9,000 votes in the- face of such ’
aoathy is a llttle short of mlraculous. :

‘ Your organlzatlon for reporting the vote was the
_ best ever rerfected in this county.. Wlth the exception of -
one box, the vote was tabulated by 8 o'clock. - The vote was
completely tatulated before the Gazette had returns from a
51rgle box. _ . ‘ ,

I hope that: this community recognizes the great
- performance of the Women's Emergency Committee both in this
campaign and in .the others that have gone before.

C:;;Z7truly yours, =
Henry_w;st,.

hw/ j



EVERETT TUCKER. JR.
115 WEST SIXTH STREET -
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS,

December 4, 1959

My dear Irene:

. I have conveyed my thanks to vivian Brewer, in her
.capacity '‘as President of the W.E.C., for all the
splendid work accomplished by this organization in
the recent election as well as in the one last May,
but I wanted to add a.personal word of thanks to
you for all that you have done. 'I do not believe-
that the schools would be operating in Little Rock
today had it not been for the foresight and determi-
nation of you ladies and it is perfectly obvious to .
me that we who withstood the recall election last
Spring would not now be in office w1thout your dedi-
cated work. in our behalf.

I wish that it was possible for me to write each

one of you a personal note of thanks but in lieu

thereof, I would appreciate it if you would pass

along my appreciation to the membership and par-.
ticularly to those who, like yourself, devoted so
much time and effort to the cause.

Don't go 1nto hldlng now; we may be needlng your
help agaln somewhere down the 1line.

Sincerely YOurs,
ET:h -

Mrs. John M. Samuel
2911 North University
Little Rock, Arkansas
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use it reached into most of|pie
schools as well. :
The pro-Faubus faction
the board announced the wis- ...
missals May 5 after the thiee
moderates had walked out in Y
protest,, The threc segregation-.
ists whose recall was demanded!
in petitions filed by STOP, arc
Ed 1. McKinley, the president: I.

onoag

a

of the board who was electod:
without opposition last Decem- ;.

ber; Ben D. Rowjand Sr., sccre-
tary, and Robe Laster. » M
Complete, unofficial returns 3¢

showed the following vote for
and against their removal: tap
For.  Against, p
McKinley ... 13340 11.860 o,

Rowland ... . 13,694 11527

Laster L. 10,996 THIAS o
The three  moderates  are te
‘| Everctt Tucker Jr. hoard viee tu

Aveciated Press Wirephoto

VICTORY CHEERS: Three moderate members of the Little Rock, Ark., school bhoard,
who survived a recall vote, are hoisted to the shoulders of supporters in their headguoar-
“Mers. They are, from leit, Fverett Tucker Jr., Russell 1L Matson Je.oand Ted [.amb.
Three other members of board, sl backed by Gov, Orval Faubus, were recalled by volers.

2
R

supporters  was that of therof the National Association for (l‘a.'nilul Citizens ¢ouneil, This
Women's Emergency Committeeithe  Advangement of  Coloredirpgup was orgamzed under the.

for Our Publi¢ Schools. |l"coplc, said that Negroes bad G e to tetain Our Segre-,

Heavy NeReg-Vote i:?c&ecnwci?iltl;ar'fxfflc?;\uéllm revoll o ited Schools (CROSS). .

e . . o One precinet that volted heavi--
Another nnporlan\[\\fat.mr.‘, “U'm really happy about he o yeaingt reopening the schools
these observers noted was thejyway people have spoken oul.” jn : desegregated -basis in a
heatvy participation of the Negrolshe said. “We've had pcnplﬂI'Cf(‘l'(‘n('li.n‘n laxt September re-
communily in the recall election.fworking™ in this' election thal yorted only a nwrrow edge Uhis.
Only a handful of Negroes voled: had never taken part I)cl’orc."i'umc for CROSS. !

in the-schnol hoard clection last:  “Many [Negrol people that;
Dec. 6. which the three mod-iI've talked to actually see hope!
crates won after having heenlfor the first time xince Gaver-!
denounced hy Mr. Faubus.

tudy of the

Purge 1s _Cited

The apparent reason was that’
inor Faubus closed the x(-lmnls,"‘ilnc closing of the .
returns; she asserted. ‘had  affccted  only limited .
Ahat in onc predomin-)  The returns aiso held sur-inumber of families.  But the,
gro ward STOP's mar-‘;)risns for the scgregRtionist co-[attempled purge of forty-four
alition ¢ the Central Highlteachers and principals .

ort was ninc to one.
ates, Arkansas headiSchool others League and thetmuch more widespread .
. i .
- e

LY
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high schools;
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Secretary
“" The Women’s Emergency’ Com-
mjttee honored its executive sec-
retary, Mrs. John Samuel, at their
third anniversary meeting yester-
“day held. in the home of Mrg D.
B.iTerry. Mrs. Terry presented
“Mrs. Samuel with a gift, corsage,
and a certificate of recognition -
for’ her thousands of hours of
»volunteer work in the office dur-
Ing the past three years. Mrs.
:Samuel coordinates office -work-
.ers and volunteer activity at
.home. She works in school elec-
tions, legislative sessions, and
bond elections,

"“Mrs Samuel was honorec thh
a coffee after the showing of a
Jgilm A Questxon of Chairs,” the .
history of the 300 years of pub. .
»lic education. Officers of the’
-Parent-Teachers Associations and-
civie clubs attended the film.

New officers elected were Mrs.
Byron House Jr., chairman; Mrs,
D. D. Terry. vice chaxrman- Mrs.
James L. Jackson, second vice
. ~chairman; - Mrs.' Robert. Llndsey
‘thlrd vice chairman; iMrs. Henry

RS. SAMUEL
t serves honoree

AT

tidpauon In"the December
board election, for coatinued le
latlve activity and nroru, [} y
conUnue the dally office a3 an ac- ‘ .
tion and ln!onmdou center. . S
oy e A

“The zroup mado phns for nm




Cranford Johnson Robinson Woods | ' | , -‘(oj

~ Capitol Center (501) 376-6251 . Foradditional information, contact:
303 West Capitol Avenue FAX: (501) 376-4241

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3593 .' " . o
S ' ST Pat H
'NEWS RELEASE (oo 572956
| ' - : | - Irene Samuel
(501) 663-9700

Mayor Jim Dailey
. (501) 371-4510

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

~ AFTER 40 YEARS OF ANONYMITY, WOMEN'S
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE RELEASES MEMBERSHIP ROSTER -

. LITTLE ROCK, AR (March 12, 1998)--- The inembership rostér of the
Women's _Emergehcy Committee to Open Our Sc'holols:* (WEQ), which was"

. formed in,,1958 and‘ confﬁmed to 1963, was released today at a news
conférencé; " Prior to today's announcement, a cOmmifteé. of WEC xﬁembers
compiléd the list from: fofgaiﬁfiational records. The lis.t, which had never been -

: Publicly ;eleasé‘d, céntains the names of péople who s_uppor‘ted the WEC by .
paying at least $1.00. : |

The WEC was 6rganfzed by a group of woxﬁen 14ed. by the late
Adolphine Fletcher Terry, th wésﬁ76 years old at fhe time. The WEC had its
first meeting _oﬁ September 16, 1958, at Mrs. Terry's home (now the
Decorative Arts Museum) at 7th and Rock S.tréets, with 58 women in
atténdancé. Its initial burpose was to get the Little Rock Public Schools
reopened. -The public schools‘ héd been closed for the 1958-59 school yeér by
G‘o.vernor~ Oryal Faubus following the 195 7 integration crisis at Little Roc_'k :

Central High School.

' (MORE)




NEWS RELEASE - Women's Emergency Committee
March 12,1998 . ‘
Page Two of Three

- The roster is being released because all living members, their families
and the families of deceased'members are heing irrvited to the WEC's 40th
anmversary reunion September 16th at the Terry Mans1on |

Last year L1ttle Rock Mayor Jim Dailey announced plans for the WEC
reunion and unveiled a plaque in the dining room.of the Terry Mansion.
The executiv‘e committee of the WEC met there every Wednesday morning
for almost f1ve years. v

 Thelist contams the names: of 1,281 people although by the tlme the
WEC dlsbanded in 1963, it is estimated that approx1mately 2 000 people had
been affiliated w1th the group

WEC members Pat House and Irene Samuel said the’mernber'ship list
was confidential because at the time many of the ,women:feare-d for family
safety and that their husbands would lose their jobs. |

| "The threats were real," Samuel said. "The political, economic atnd
social pressure was intertse There were those who attempted to harass us
and intimidate us, but.we ]ust kept on gomg " |

"Because of th1s pressure, there were people who anonymously helped
and supported the WEC but never would allow thelr names to be recorded,
even in our internal records,” House said.. "It is also posslble that we may
have inadvertently missed some hames'on this'me'mbership list. We hop_e
people will review it, let us knoW»if there are additions and help us contact

members and their families."

- (MORE)



NEWS RELEASE - Women s Emergency Commlttee
March 12, 1998
Page Three of Three

"With the 1997 publication of Sara'Murphy's book Breaking the -
Silence‘, the 1997 WEC documentary video by Sandra Hubbard, the 40th
anniversary of the 1957 Central ngh CrlSlS and the City of Little Rock hosting
the upcoming W‘ECV reunion, there is a great renewal of interest in the WEC,"
House said. "Some‘peopie Wanted to know all about us in 1958, but for very
different reasons It is amazing how many attitudes have changed "

"The members of the Women's Emergency Committee stood up ata
time in history when it was very unpopular, a and in some cases even
dangerous to do so," Dailey said. "These women were strong and courageous,
and their efforts need to be recognized. Ialso want the children, '
grandchildren, great-.grandchildren and other family members of these
remarkable women to know that 40 years later we are t)aying a weil-deserved
but long overdue tribute." o

"In additlon to leading the efforts to get the schools reopened for the
1959-60 school year, the WEC was instrumental in the successful STOP
campaign and helped form the Panel of American Women in 1963, an
interracial, interfaith group fighting‘prejudice," Daiiey said. |

Samuel is coordinating the planning for the September 16th reunion.
More information about the WEC is available in the archives of the Arkansas
Hi.s‘tory Commission,- the University of Arkansas at Little Rock and the
Faubus papers at the University of‘Arkansa's at Fayetteville.

Recommended additions to the list can be made hy‘ calling (501)
374-1957. | o o

-30-
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~ Capitol Center : (501)3766251 ' Foradditional tnformation, contact:

303 West Capitol Avenue FAX: (501) 376- 4241 ; j T B
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3593 . ' .
Skip Rutherford

“ NEws RELEASE e

‘FOR IMMEDIATE RELEA’SE’

: AFTER 40 YEARS OF. ANONYMITY WOMEN'S
. EMERGENCY COMMITTEE RELEASES MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

LITTLE ROCK, AR (March’12 1998) - The'membership' roster of the
Women s Emergency Commlttee to Open Our Schools (WEC) whlch was |
formed in 1958 and cont1nued to 1963 was released today at anews,
conference. Prlor to today's announcement a commlttee of WEC members |

3

compiled the list from organlzatlonal records The llst whlch had never been

'publlcly released contains the names of people who supported the WEC by
‘ . paying at least $1. 00 ' |

- The WEC was organlzed by a group of women led’ by the late

~Adolphine Fletcher Terry, who was 76 years old at the t1me The WEC had 1ts
. first meetlng on September 16, 1958, at Mrs Terry s home (now the - |
Decorative Arts Museum) at 7th and Rock Streets with 58 women in
, attendance Its 1n1t1al purpose was to get the thtle Rock Publlc Schools |

: reopened The publlc schools had been closed for the 1958-59 school year by

Governor Orval Faubus follow1ng the 1957 1ntegratlon crisis at Little Rock

~ Central ngh School o )

| The roster is belng released because all llv1ng members thelr famlhes

‘ 'and the famllles of deceased members are belng 1nv1ted to the WEC s 40th

E ann1versary reunlon September 16th at the Terry Manswn

. .'.(MOREl



for almost five years.

.NEWS RELEASE Women s Emergency Commlttee

March 12, 1998

‘Page Two of Three .

Last year Little Rock Mayor ]im Dailey announced’plans for the' WEC

reunlon and unvelled a plaque in the d1n1ng room of the Terry Mans1on

. The executlve commlttee of the WEC met there every Wednesday mornlng |

«

‘The 11st contalns the names of 1,281 people, although by the time the

WEC dlsbanded in 1963 it 1s est1mated that approx1mately 2 000 people had

been afflllated w1th the group

WEC members Pat House and Irene Samuel said the membershlp list

was confidential because at the time many of the women feared for famlly

“ safety and that their husbands would lose the1r ]obs ,

. "The threats were real," Samuel sa1d "The pol1t1cal economlc and

soc1al pressure was 1ntense There were those who attempted to harass us

" and intimidate us, but we ]ust kept on gomg

' "Because of thls pressure, there were people ‘who anonymously helped‘

and supported the WEC but never would allow the1r names to be recorded,

even in our 1nternal records, House sa1d Itis also poss1ble that we may

have 1nadvertently m1ssed some names on th1s membershlp list. We hope

people w1ll rev1ew 1t let us know 1f there are addltlons and help us contact ‘

'members and the1r fam111es

‘-' "With the 1997 publ1catlon of Sara Murphy s book Breaklng th f' ;

‘Sllence the 1997 WEC documentary v1deo by Sandra Hubbard the 40th

" (MORE).-




' NEWS RELEASE Women s Emergency Commlttee :
March 12,1998 .
Page Three of Three

| 'anniversar‘y of the 1957 Central High-crisis and 'the City of Little Rock hosting o
the upcomlng WEC réunion, there is a great renewal of 1nterest in the WEC,"
vHouse sa1d "Some people wanted to know all about us in 1958, but for very -
. “dlfferent reasons. It Is. amazmg how many attltudes have changed "
| "The members of the Women s Emergency Commlttee stood up at a
time in h1story when 1t was very unpopular, and in.some cases even
dangerous to do so, " Dalley said.: "These women were strong and courageous,
"and their efforts need to be recognlzed T also want the chlldren, o
'. grandchlldren, great-grandch1ldren and other famlly members- of these
.remarkable women to know that 40 years later we are pay1ng a well deserved _
«but long overdue tr1bute o | 4 |

"In addltlon to lead1ng the efforts to get the schools reopened for the |

1959- 60 school year, the WEC was 1nstrumenta1 in” the successful STOP

' campaign, and helped form the-Panel of Amerlcan Women in 1963,'an :

1nterrac1a1 interfaith group f1ght1ng pre]udlce," Dalley sa1d
Samuel is coord1nat1ng the plann1ng for the September 16th réunion:

More 1nformat10n about the WEC is ava11able 1n the archlves of the Arkansas' _

' ~ History Comm1s51on, the Un1ver51ty of Arkansas at thtle Rock and the

Faubus papers at the Unlvers1ty of Arkansas at Fayettev1lle
Recommended add1tlons to the list can be made by calllng (501)

'374 1957

230~



Clty of thtle Rock

Jim Dalley . * . -City Hall, Room 203
Mayor - ) 500 W, Markham
: : e . Little Rock, AR:72201- 1427
(501) 3714516
‘FAX (501) 371-4498

 August17,1998 .

*"Dear_members. of the Womens Emergency Committee to Open Our Schools
(WEC) and fam111es, fam1hes of deceased members and speclal guests

As. many of you may know, the Clty of Little Rock is plannmg a 40th year ‘
reunion honoring the members and families of the WEC. WEC members
were instrumental in reopening the Little Rock public schools after they had

* been closed for the 1958-59 school year following the integration of Little Roclf ' i

Central High School. From 1958- -1963, the WEC met to battle the forces of

- hate, 1n]ust1ce and . mtolerance

- Earher this year, a comrmttee of WEC members released its membersh1p list
~ for the first time. The nares were ‘published in the Arkansas Democrat-
" Gazette and attracted national and mternatlonal media attention.

Although the recogmtlon is long overdue, the Clty of thtle Rock is plann1ng

‘two special events to honor the WEC members, the1r fam111es and the _

families of deceased members

On September 16 at. 10'a.m. --exactly 40 years to the time and date of the first

WEC meeting at the home of Adolph1ne Fletcher. Terry-~there will be a short -
ceremony at Mount Holly Cemetery on Broadway in downtown L1ttle Rock.
At that time, .on behalf of the people of Little Rock, I will recognize Mrs.
Terry's leadership and place a wreath on her grave.. I have asked members of
the Terry fam11y to join me as.we pay speC1al tribute to a very courageous lady.

You and your famlhes are 1nv1ted to attend. ThlS does not requ1re an RSVP.

. At 4 p.m; on’ Thursday, October 8, there will be a WEC 40th anniversary -
-reunion ceremony on the grounds ‘of the Terry Meansion (now the Decorative
. Arts Museum) at 7th and Rock WEC member Irene Samuel is cha1r1ng this
"reunlon ) . 2 S

The First Lady of the United States, Hillary Rodham Clinton, will be the guest
speaker. ‘She will be joined by noted television ]ournahst Sander, Vanocur,
who covered the 1957 Central ngh mtegratlon CI‘lSlS, as well as other -
d1gn1tar1es . ;
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W1th the generous support of Southwestern Bell and its Arkansas Pres1dent

" Jim Shelley, the‘names of 1 281 WEC members are being inscribed on the

~ glass walls of the Adolphine Fletcher Terry Conservatory in the Decorative.
~-Arts Museum.. The conservatory, is adjacent to the dining room where the’
WEC board members met on: Wednesday mornings. This unique pro]ect will

N ; be completed before the October 8 reunion so you and others can see it.

“We hope you and your fam111es will make plans now to attend the October 8
gathering. The program will begin at 4 p.m. and it will be followed by a "
~‘reception on the grounds. We expect the program and reception to last no -

- ‘later'than 6 p.m. There will be reserved seating for-the WEC members, their |

families and special guests, but you should plan to arrive early because of.
~'security requirements and parking. Parkmg will not be prov1ded although
’ there are several nearby locat1ons ' c :

It is 1mportant that you RSVP by October 1 Please prov1de your narie, as well
" as those who will be in your group, and an address and a phone number
~where we may reach you if more. information is needed.. Please'RSVP in"

- writing to the WEC 40th Annivérsary Reunion, P.O. Box 82, ‘Little Rock,
Arkansas 72203. If you: do not RSVP, we: can't guarantee reserved seatmg
- The RSVP must be in wr1tmg SRS : o :

) ‘If you have any quest1ons or need add1t10na1 mformatlon, please contact
Laura M1ller at the Central H1gh V1s1tor Center 501-374- 1957

I'm looklng forward to seemg you and ito personally saymg thank you. What :
.the WEC did from 1958 to0'1963 was' h1stor1c and remarkable ’

o S1ncerely, : =

G @.?‘ 5

- ,]1m'Da11ey.-
- Mayor - .°




Skip _Rutherford-‘
(501) 975-8371

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON TO KEYNOTE
WOMEN'S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
40TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION

‘ ‘LITTLE ROCK AR (August 19, 1998)--H111ary Rodham Chnton will return to
‘Little Rock October 8 as the keynote speaker for the 40th anniversary reunion of the
Women's Emergency Committee to Open our Schools (WEQ). The event will be
‘open to the pubhc - :

' Established in 1958, the WEC led the efforts to open the Little Rock pubhc
high schools which had closed for the 1958-59 year following the integration of Little
Rock Central ngh School in 1957 The WEC remained dctive until 1963.

In1t1a11y kept secret to avoid- retahatlon by segregatlonlsts, the’ WEC members _

identities remained unknown for 40 years. In March of this year a committee of

WEC members publicly released the roster containing 1 ,281 names for the first time.

The list was released so all living members, their families and the families. of

_ ‘deceased members could part1c1pate in the October 8 -reunion Wthh w111 be hosted ‘
: by the C1ty of Little Rock : = : ’

L1tt1e Rock Mayor ]1m Da11ey sa1d Mrs Chnton s speech would take place at4

. p.m. on October 8 at the Decorative Arts Museum in downtown Little Rock. The

- Museum was the home of the late Adolphine Fletcher Terry, who.at age 76, founded
. and organized the WEC in 1958. The weekly WEC board meetmgs were held in Mrs.

, Terrys dining room.

"We're honored that the First Lady:will be comlng home to help salute these
' remarkable women: and the1r fam111es, Da11ey sa1d

"This recogmtlon of the WEC is well deserved " he cont1nued "but it's also
long overdue. These women were very courageous and the more we learn about
them, the more we apprec1ate them

WEC member Irene Samuel is coordinating plans for the reunion. WEC
members and their families who have been identified are being contacted by letter
this week, but Dailey said those having questions or needing more information
should call Laura Miller at the Central High Visitor Center, (501) 374-1957. He said
- spec1f1cs about the QOctober 8th program would be announced later.
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MEDIA ADVISORY

| To:

Erom:'- | Sk1p Rutherford , S
R ' Phone (501) 975- 8371 Fax (501) 975 6045
‘Date: September 2, 1998 L |

- For your planning purposes, l1sted below are events currently scheduled for the

. - Women's Emergency Committee to. Open Our-Schools (WEC) 40th anniversary -

reunion and the 4lst anniversary of the 1957 Central H1gh Integratlon Cr1s1s

Wednesday, September 16, 10 a.m., Mt. Holly Cemeteg‘ Broadway at 12th Street.
On behalf of the City of Little Rock, Mayor Jim Dalley will pay tribute to thelate

~Adolphine Fletcher: Terry, founder of the WEC. The WEC met for the first time at 10
‘a.m. on September 16, 1958, at Mrs.. Terry's home (now the Decorative Arts Museum. )
At the-Mt. Holly ceremony, Mayor Dailey will speak.and place & wreath on Mrs. Terry's’
_grave. WEC members, family members and families of deceased members have been
1nv1ted Members of Mrs. Terry s fam1ly ‘will attend -

'Wednesday, September 16, 2 p. m, .t Central Arkansas L1brary, 100 Rock:Street .

'Opening of commemerative exhibit. “The- Men Have Failed. . . It's Time to Call Out
the Women: The Women's Emergency Committee to Open Our Schools, 1958-1963,"
" was created by the University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UALR) Public History Program :

- and was underwrltten by a UALR Commuruty Un1vers1ty Partnersh1p Grant

: Monday, September 21, 10 a.m., Little Rock Central High School, Roosevelt Thomnson "
"Auditorium. SenatorDale Bumpers will speak to the Central High student body in .

commemoration of the 41st ann1versary of the 1957 crisis.

- Friday, SeDtember 25, 10 a.m., Central ngh Vlsltor Center 14th and Park;

Commemoratwe néws conference marking the 41st anniversary date.of the Little Rock

© Nine entering Little Rock Central H1gh School Remarks by Central H1gh Student Body ,
‘~Pres1dent Clarke, Tucker ' o o

: Saturdav September 26, 5 30t0 7 p. m., Central ngh Visitor Center 14th and Park. -

. Fundralsmg reception benefiting the Visitor Center and honoring the entire Lloyd and.
Rachel Myers family.- Special tribute to Central graduates: Deborah-Myers Mathis; first

_ African*American editor of the - Tiger Newspaper Sandra Myers Hill, first African- -
American homecommg queen and Lloyd Myers, first Afr1can—Amer1can student body
presldent ’ : ‘ :

"the Terry Mansion.) 40th ann1versary reumon of the WEC. Keynote speaker First

- Lady Hlllary Rodham Clmton



Draft 10/07/98 7:30pm
Jeff Shesol

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS AT 40th REUNION OF WOMEN’S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
October 8,1998

A Acknowledgments: Mayor Jim Dailey; Alma Williams; Sander Vanocur; Irene Samuel;
former Sen. Pryor; former Gov. McMath; the family of Adolphine Fletcher Terry; the student
body presidents from the 5 Little Rock public high schools

It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join
you here at the site of their historic first meeting -- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, “the
First Lady of Little Rock.” This is the place where it all began, where Mrs. Terry, Vivion
Brewer, and Velma Powell convened that meeting of the Women’s Emergency Committee four

decades ago. I am thrilled to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that .

you’ve brought your families and friends.

‘Since March, when the membership roster of the WEC was made public, I’ve been
reading and re-reading the names. I’ve been amazed at how many of them are familiar to me,
from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names have faces and memories
attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a multitude of issues. One thing is
clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn’t give up the fight. They didn’t stop
fighting for public education. They didn’t stop fighting for justice. They didn’t stop fighting for
dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have seen today in the fighting spirit of
Irene Samuel, they haven’t stopped yet.

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first
time, we’re learning far more than these women’s names; we’re hearing their stories -- stories of
bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a
“curiosity,” like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were
called “race-mixers,” “Communists,” and epithets too awful to repeat.

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and’hats and made their way to the Committee’s
office, located in a member’s home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock
school board and helped save the jobs-of teachers who favored integration.
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Even when the WEC didn’t win a battle, as Velma Powell said, “we got attention.” I
particularly enjoy the story of a popular radio call-in show that residents of Little Rock used to
tune into after dinner. During the schools crisis, the airwaves were dominated by segregationists,
who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One evening, though, the women of the ~
WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the program themselves -- 65 of them, all at
once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour show. And since they couldn’t talk about
integration without getting cut off'by the station, they talked about anything and everything else -
- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to keep empty beer bottles off the highways --
anything to keep the segregationists off the air.

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved thata
group of “Embattled Ladies” with grit and determination could come together, despite their -
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. White and
black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. Their leadership may not have
captured many headlines, but it was leadership in the truest sense -- from Septima Clark and her
citizenship classes; to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the
Women’s Political Council and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no
list of leaders would be complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal
in integrating Central High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately,
she could not join us here today, but I know you will all want to join me.in sending Mrs. Bates
our gratitude and warmest wishes. :

Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action.
Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state
representative called these new women’s groups “the worst ever to come before the legislature,”
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined
lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with.

In a sense, these women came together as women have always done -- around kitchen
tables, at the market, in gatherings like this one. Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daughters. Few are
household names. But quiet voices in harmony make a powerful sound, powerful enough to be
heard, and to be heeded. Ihave heard these voices, these women’s voices, in Ireland, where
women have woven together communities through 30 years of Troubles. I have heard them in
African shanties, where homeless squatters -- mostly women -- have pooled their resources,
secured small loans, and built a vibrant community of a hundred new homes. I'have heard them
in Argentina, where a grandmother refused to bend under the brutality of the genérals and kept
her eyes on the plight of her nation’s grandchildren. These women and others like them are
raising their voices and -- just as important -- are inspiring and empowering others to raise theirs
as well.

- At heart, empowerment is what the WEC was all about: empowerment through education.
In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer from the
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height of the schools crisis. It says: “To get the best job, your child needs the best schools. Let’s
have the best schools for the most children -- free public schools.” That simple message was at
thie center of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important legacies, and a
vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six years ago.

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better helps us bridge our
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better
affirms our bedrock belief that every child -- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income -- deserves
the chance to share in America’s promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this
Administration is working to strengthen America’s public schools. We are working for smaller
classes and 100,000 new teachers to fill them. We are working for modemized, 21st Century
schools, with every classroom connected to the Internet. We are working for after-school and -

_summer school programs to help students rise to higher academic standards.

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago,
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It
is not too late to act on it. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time - }
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave pohtlcs at the schoolhouse door, and |
strengthen America’s public schools. ‘

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women’s Emergency
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as
important to your children’s quality of life as any other investment you make in their future. In a
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls Bring all your
friends.

Like the battles waged and won by the Women’s Emergency Committee, the struggle for
public education in our times is not an easy one. But it is essential. And if we follow the
courageous and generous example of the WEC, we can create a world in which all children can
live up to their God-given potential. If we display the determination of Adolphme Fletcher Terry

. the vision of Vivion Brewer. . . and the courage of Velma Powell . . . then I know that we
_vzm create that better world.

Thank you very much.
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AcknoWledgnrents Mayor Jim Dailey; Alma Williams; Sander Vanocur; Irene Samuel;
former Sen. Pryor; former Gov. McMath; the family of Adolphine Fletcher Terry; the student.
body presidents from the 5 Little Rock public high schools

It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join
“you here at the site of their historic first meeting -- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, “the
First Lady of Little Rock.” This is the place where it all began, where Mrs. Terry, Vivion .
Brewer, and Velma Powell convened that meeting of the Women’s Emergency Committee four
decades ago. I am thrilled to see that so many of you have made the j Journey back here, and that
you ve brought your families and friends. '

Since March, when the membership roster of the WEC was made public, I’ve been
reading and re-reading the names. I’ve been amazed at how many of them are familiar to me,
from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names have faces and memories
attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a multitude of issues. One thing is
‘clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn’t give up the fight.. They didn’t stop
fighting for public education. They didn’t stop fighting for justice. They didn’t stop fighting for
dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have seen today in the ﬁghtmg spirit of
Irene Samuel, they haven’t stopped yet. .

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first'
time, we’re learning far more than these women’s names; we’re hearing their stories -- stories of
bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a

“curiosity,” like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst they were.
called “race-mixers,” “Communists,” and epithets too awful to repeat

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee’s
office, located in a member’s home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock
school board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored integration.
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“Even when the WEC didn’t win a battle, as Velma Powell said, “we got attention.” 1
particularly enjoy the story of a.popular radio call-in show that residents of Little Rock used to
tune into after dinner. During the schools crisis, the airwaves were dominated by segregationists,
“ who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One evening, though, the women of the
WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the program themselves -- 65 of them, all at
once, tying up, the phone lines for the entire two-hour show. And since they couldn’t talk about
integration without getting cut off by the station, they talked about anything and everything else -
- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to keep empty beer bottles off the highways --
anything to keep the segregationists off the air. :

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a
group of “Embattled Ladies” with grit and determination could come together, despite their
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. White and
black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. Their leadership may not have
captured many headlines, but it was leadership in the truest sense -- from Septima Clark and her
citizenship classes; to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the
‘Women’s Political Council and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no
list of leaders would be complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal
~ in integrating Central High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately,
she could not join us here today, but I know you will all want to join me in sending Mrs. Bates
our gratitude and warmest wishes. ‘ '

, Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action.
Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state -
representative called these new women’s groups “the worst ever to come before the legislature,”
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined
lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with.

In a sense, these women came together as women have always done -- around kitchegh
tables, at the market, in gatherings like this one. Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daughters. Few are
household names. But quiet voices in harmony make a powerful sound, powerful enough to be
heard, and to be heeded. I have heard these voices, these women’s voices, in Ireland, where
women have woven together communities through 30 years of Troubles. I have heard them in
African shanties, where homeless squatters -- mostly women -- have pooled their resources,
secured small loans, and built a vibrant community of a hundred new homes. I have heard them
in Argentina, where a grandmother refused to bend under the brutality of the generals and kept
her eyes on the plight of her nation’s grandchildren. These women and others like them are
raising their voice and -- just as important -- are inspiring and empowering others to raise theirs ,
aswell. ' !

At heart, empowerment is what the WEC was all about: empowerment through education.
In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer from the
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height of the schools crisis. It says: “To get the best job, your child needs the best schools. Let’s
have the best schools for the most children -- free public schools.” That simple message was at
the center of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important legacies, and a
vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six years ago.

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic .
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better helps us bridge our -
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better
affirms our bedrock belief that every child -- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income -- deserves .
the chance to share in America’s promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this
Administration is working to strengthen America’s public schools. We are working for smaller
classes and 100,000 new teachers to fill them. We are working for modernized, 21st Century
schools, with every classroom connected to the Internet. We are working for after-school and
summer school programs to help students rise to h1gher academic standards.

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people and I hope they will be
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago,
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It
is not too late to act on it. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave pohtlcs at the schoolhouse door, and
strengthen America’s public schools

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women’s Emergency
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as
important to your children’s quality of life as any other investment you make in their future. Ina
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- brmg a fnend to the polls. Bring all your
fnends : _

Like the battles waged and won by the Women’s Emergency Committee, the struggle for
public education in our times is not an easy one. But it is essential. And if we follow the -
courageous and generous example of the WEC, we can create a world in which all children can
live up to their God-given potential. If we display the determination of Adolphine Fletcher Terry

. . the vision of Vivion Brewer. . . and the courage of Velma Powell . . . then I know that we
will create that better world. " ' ‘

Thank you very much.
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REMARKS AT 40th REUNION OF WOMEN’S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
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Acknowledgments: Mayor Jim Dailey; Alma Williams; Sander Vanoc'ur; Irene Samuel;
former Sen. Pryor; former Gov. McMath; the family of Adolphine Fletcher Terry; the student
body presidents from the 5 Little Rock public high schools

It is a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join
you here at the site of their historic first meeting -- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, “the
First Lady of Little Rock.” This is the place where it all began, four decades ago. I am thrilled
to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that you’ve brought your
families and friends.

Since March, when the membership roster of the Women’s Emergency Committee was
made public, I’ve been reading and re-reading the names. I’ve been amazed at how many of
them are familiar to me, from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names
have faces and memories attached. 1have worked with many of you, over the years,ona -
multitudc of issues. One thing is clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn’t
give up the fight. They didn’t stop fighting for public education. They didn’t stop fighting for
justice. They didn’t stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have
seen today in the fighting spirit of Irene Samuel, they haven’t stopped yet.

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the fifst
time, we’re learning far more than these women’s names; we’re hearing their stories -- stories of
bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In '
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police .
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a
“curiosity,” like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At-worst, they were
called “race-mixers,” “Communists,” and epithets too awful to repeat.

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to
open the schools, but to-open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee’s
office, located in a member’s home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock
school board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored 1ntegrat10n
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The WEC didn’t win every battle. Even so, as Velma Powell said, “we got attention.”

And that, in itself, could be a victory, as one story shows. Forty years ago, residents of Little
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- Rock used to tune in their radios after dinner to a popular call-in show. The airwaves were
dominated by segregationists, who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One
evening, though, the women of the WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the
program themselves -- 65 of them, all at once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour
show. And since they couldn’t talk about integration without getting cut off by the station, they
talked about anything and everything else -- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to
keep empty beer bottles off the highways -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air.

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a
group of “Embattled Ladies” with grit and determination could come together, despite their

differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. Whit and |
“WY black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. <Efieir leadership was 'é’:g% A

\k%% Svisible, but it was ieadership in the true%s'ense -- from Septima Clark and her citizenship classes;
w

' to Diane Nash and her voting rights campalgn, to Rosa Parks and the Women’s Political Council
\Mm "and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no list of leaders would be
complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal in integrating Central
High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately, she could not join us
here today, but I know you will all want to join me in sending Mrs. Bates our warmest wishes.
Pioneering women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action.
Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into
new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state
‘representative called these new women’s groups “the worst ever to come before the legislature,”
that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determmed
~ lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with.

W In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer
from the height of the schools crisis. It says: “To get the best job, your child needs the best
schools. ' Let’s have the best schools for the most children -- free public schools.” That simple
message was at the heart of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important
legacies, and a vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six
years ago.

~ Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothin ing expands economic
opportunity more than strengthening our Bubllc schools. Nothing %%Hhelp‘us bridge our
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our pub11c scl?ools Nothing better
affirms our bedrock belief that every ch11d -- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income -- deserves
the chance to share in America’s promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this
Administration is working to strengthen America’s public schools: calling for smaller classes W
and 100,000 new teachers to fill them; for modernized, 21st Century schools, with every , . )
classroom connected to the Internet; for after—school and summer school programs to help
students rise to higher academic standards. '




Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election.” Eight months ago,
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It
is not too late to act on it. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave politics at the schoolhouse door, and
strengthen America’s public schools.

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women’s Emergency
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as
important to your children’s quality of life as any other investment you make in their future. In a
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your
friends.

Asoﬁx@istory has taught ummocracy 1s hard work, and a democratic nation is a work’—\
in progress. Its success depends not just on laws and institutions, but on attitudes and values.

On working together with people with whom you have profound differences. On the lessons we
teach children as we tuck them into bed at night. I have been privileged to witness women
around the world, from Little Rock to Limerick, and Beiji ing to Bosnia, doing the hard work of
democracy. Like the Embattled Ladies of Little Rock, they are struggling to teach their children
well, and at the same time to make themselves heard in a politi orld once reserved mostly for
men.

It is not an easy struggle, but an essential one\_And tecall the courageous and
generous spirit of the WEC, we know that we can build a better world. We can form a more
perfect union. We can -- and must -- open the doors of community and opportunity to all, as we W

work together to become one America in the 21st Century. 3 R i o6 A N
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It s a tremendous honor to stand in the company of so many brave women, and to join
you here at the site of their historic first meeting -- the home of Adolphlne Fletcher Terry, “the
First Lady of Little Rock.” This is the place where it all began, four decades ago. I am thrilled
to see that so many of you have made the j Journey back here, and that you’ve brought your
families and friends.

Since March, when the membership roster of the Women’s Emergency Committee was
made public, I’ve been reading and re-reading the names. I’ve been amazed at how many of
* them are familiar to me, from my 20 years here in Little Rock, and how many of those names
have faces and memories attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a
multitude of issues. One thing is clear: when the WEC disbanded in.1963, these women didn’t
give up the fight. They didn’t stop fighting for public education. They didn’t stop fighting for
justice. They didn’t stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have -
seen today in the fighting spirit of Irene Samuel, they haven’t stopped yet.

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an honor roll. And for the first
time, we’re learning far more than these women’s names; we’re hearing their stories -- stories of
bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harassment, police
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a

“curiosity,” like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were
called “race-mixers,” “Communists,” and epithets too awful to repeat.

. And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and willingly -- not just to
open the schools, but to open them to egveryone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee’s
* office, located in a member’s home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the Little Rock '
school board and helped save the jobs of teachers yvho favored integration.

whirn (o bt s ¢ s
The WEG-didn’t-win-every-battle. Even so, as Velma Powell said, “we got attention.”
And that, in itself, could-be-a.victory,.as one story shows.—Forty years ago, residents of Little
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Rock used to tune in their radios after dinner to a popular call-in show. The airwaves were - -
dominated by segregationists, who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One
evening, though, the women of the WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the
program themselves -- 65 of them, all at once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour
show. And since they couldn’t talk about integration without getting cut off by the station, they
talked about anything and everything else -- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to
keep empty beer bottles off the highways -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air.

Even smail triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a
group of “Embattled Ladies” with grit and determination could come together, despite their
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. ,White and
black, women were instrumental to the struggle for civil rights. Their leadership was scafclély "-"ﬂ
v1s1ble but it was leadership in the true sense -- from Septima Clark and her citizenship classes;
to Diane Nash and her voting rights campaign; to Rosa Parks and the Women’s Political Council
and the Montgomery bus boycott they successfully waged. And no list of leaders would be
complete without the name of Daisy Bates, who was, of course, pivotal in integrating Central
High School, among many, many other accomplishments. Unfortunately she could not join us

¢ ur

here today, but I know you will all want to join me in sending Mrs Bates'our warmest wishes.
/p\p..({zs

Ploneermg women like these built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action.

Their example energized women across the South, drawing record numbers into politics and into

new organizations that emulated the techniques of the WEC. When one Arkansas state

representative called these new women’s groups “the worst ever to come before the legislature,”

~ that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that women had become dogged and determined

“ lobbylsts a force to be reckoned with. gwaps b alur S Lo,
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In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer

from the height of the schools crisis. It says: “To get the best job, your child needs the best

schools. Let’s have the best schools for the most children -- free public schools.” That simple

message was at the heart of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most important

legacies, and a vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six

years ago.

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our
“nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic
opportunity more than strerigthening our public schools. Nothing will help us bridge our
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better
affirms our bedrock belief that every child -- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income -- deserves
‘the chance to share in America’s promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this
Administration is working to strengthen America’s public schools: calling for smaller classes
-and 100,000 new teachers to fill them; for modernized, 21st Century schools, with every
classroom connected to the Internet; for after-school and summer school programs to help
‘students rise to higher academic standards. '



Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago,
this administration sent Congress an education agenda to transform public schools in America. It
~is not too late to act on it.. School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time
for Congress to step up to its responsibility, leave politics at the schoolhouse door, and
strengthen America’s public schools.

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women’s Emergency
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. . Your vote is as
important to your children’s quality of life as any other investment you make in their future. Ina
few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your
friends.

As our history has taught us, democracy is hard work, and a democratic nation is a work
in progress. Its success depends not just on laws and institutions, but on attitudes and values.

.On working together with people with whom you have profound differences. On the lessons we
teach children as we tuck them into bed at night. I have been privileged to witness women
around the world, from Little Rock to Limerick, and Beijing to Bosnia, doing the hard work of
democracy. Like the Embattled Ladies of Little Rock; they are struggling to teach their children
well, and at the same time to make themselves heard in a political world once reserved mostly for
men. ‘

It is not an easy struggle, but an essential one. And as we recall the courageous and MLW
generous spirit of the WEC, we know that we can build a better world. We can form a moré!/
perfect union. We can -- and must -- open the doors of community and opportunity to all, as we
work together to become one America in the 21st Century.

Thank you very much.
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Thank you. Thank you very much, Fiona, for that introduction and even more for adding your
vital voice to this conference. I’'m sure if you need a note to be excused from school there’s
about a thousand of us that would sign it. I want to thank Sue Tibballs and Rosemary Farrendon
and Inez McCormick, not only for what they have said here this afternoon, but for their
commitment and dedication to the issues that bring all of us here to Belfast.

Lord Mayor and Minister McFaul; Assembly Members; Mrs. Trimble; Ambassador Lader;
Consul General Fort; and from Dublin, Minister Wallace and Ambassador Kennedy-Smith; and
conference participants and distinguished guests.

It is a great honor and a personal delight for me to be back in Belfast. I feel embraced by, and
greeted by the sounds of so many women’s vital voices. From the reports I have received while I
was in Russia, and the ones I just heard, this conference has already succeeded in bringing people
together and enabling them to share ideas, and plot together to make the hoped-for peace a
reality. Like all successes, this one, of course, is the product of many hands.

I want to thank everyone associated with the planning and implementation. I particularly want to
thank Theresa Law who has moderated this afternoon’s session for her hard work. I want to
thank Secretary of State Mo Mowlam, who brought to this task vision, dedication, and, according
to my sources at Hillsbourough Castle, her skills as a party host and dancer par excellence.

I also want to thank the new First Minister of the Assembly David Trin le and the Deputy First
Minister Seamus Mallon. Not only for sponsoring and speaking at this conference on Monday,
but for their leadership in making sure that the seeds of peace, once planted, can grow. I was
pleased to learn that the first reception the Ministers held together was at Stormont in honor of
the women delegates from this conference. And to Lord Mayor, the Bi ‘st City Council and the
entire city of Belfast, thank you for being such wonderful hosts.

As I arrived here a few minutes ago, I thought about how the River Lagan, which once carried
people away from these shores, now brings them back to find the rebirth of Belfast symbolized
by this stunning Waterfront. I have been privileged in a small way to witness this re-birth
starting with my husband’s visit in November of 1995, and my return here last October speaking
at the University of Ulster and speaking here to a conference of young people. I have seen in the
faces of men and women and boys and girls, a new openness, a new commitment, a new
awareness of the road that has been traveled and the road that lies ahead.

I know also that the songs of U2 and the other great musicians have filled the Waterfront in
recent months, celebrating the transition that is occurring. But I also believe that from
workshops to speeches to quiet conversations, nothing can compare to the powerful voices heard



here over the last few days. Voices from every corner of Northern Ireland, the United States,
England, Scotland, and Wales. From every tradition. From every sector of society. Every age.
Women and men. All blending into a powerful chorus calling for women to become full
participants in a secure and democratic Northern Ireland. A Northern Ireland that people have
hoped for, lived for, died for, and yes, finally voted for. Tomorrow, my husband will come here
to the Waterfront to address your new Assembly, and to congratulate the citizens of Northern
Ireland for this hard-won peace that is yours.

The last few months have shown what people here have always known; the road to peace will
never be easy. But the world has also seen how no fires, bombs or terrorists will ever turn you
back. When my husband and I go to Omagh tomorrow, we will pay tribute to those who were
murdered by the enemies of peace. They were mostly women and children. They were Catholic
and Protestant, Union and Nationalist, young and old. They were people simply living eir
lives, working at a drapery store, hanging out with friends, buying school uniforms for their
children.

The terrorists targeted the people of Northern Ireland and in response it was the people, all the
people, who bravely stood side by side to say: hatred and violence will no longer have a place
here. We have chosen ballots, not bombs; democracy, not division. We have resolved to live in
peace and we will never go back. We will only move forward. And as you do, please know that
America will stand with you.

How appropriate it is that this conference takes place the first week of school--not only ecause
it’s a time for new friends and new beginnings. But also because, ultimately, our children are the
reason we are here. For 30 years parents dropped their children off for school - tucked in their
shorts, kissed them goodbye, and dreamed of a time they could play outside free from violence.
Dreamed of a time when their children’s opportunities and destinies would never again be
limited by their place of worship or political party or by whether they’re a boy or a girl. Today,
there is real hope in this dream, once expressed through poetry and protest, it will finally be a
reality for children in Northern Ireland.

None of this would have been possible if it were not for the courage and strength of generations
of women. Though they may have worshiped separately on Sundays, seven days a week, they all
said a silent prayer for their husbands to return safely home. Seven days a week, they lived in
fear that the unspeakable would happen, they would be forced to bury eir own child. And yet,

“seven days a week, they carried on with hope and prayer that the future would be brighter, free of
troubles and heartbreak.

Wives. Mathers. Sisters. Danchteres. Few were honsehold names Rnt having seen their lives
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spotentials?

' Now many of the women here in Northern Ireland and throughout the world with whom I have

met know nothing of this Universal Declaration of Rights: But they know in their hearts and
souls, that in spite of all they are told by culture and tradition, they are endowed with God-given
rights, as surely as they were born into a human family. And the reason we want those rights is .
not merely.to make a statement, or to be part of a political movement, but because we want to
help create a better world, a world in which we can walk safely and we can live peacefully
together with those who are like us and are unlike us, because we want our dignity and the
dignity of all human beings respected.

In Beijing, I was particularly moved by the banner created by women of this islanci Onit, was a
picture of a red-haired woman standing on top of the'world. And since that day in 1995, it’s
amazing how far she has climbed in Northern Ireland alone. ’

: Whowould have thought the majority of women from both traditions would step-forward and -

vote f‘yes’” on.a Peace.Agreement?. Who would have thought that when the first Assembly.

. convenes, its:seats.will be filled. with fourteen-women?: And-who would have thought that. the

Agreement would demand:a society. that is truly 1nclus1ve'7 Notjust all religions.and p011t1cal
parties. But all women and men alike. A

As my good fn'end, Secretary of State Albright likes to say, advancing the cause of women is not
just the right thing to do. It is the smart thing to do for any society.. It was the smart thing for
women to clear the path for reconciliation which brought us to this day. And it is the smart thing
for women to play a central role in the reconstructlon that will usher in a Northern Ireland that
fulfills the promise of democracy, prosperity, and yes, peace, for all its citizens. Because as you
well know, the Peace Agreement was the beglnmng, not the end. ‘

-What you have been doing here is thinking through in practical ways what must be done to fulfill

" the promise of peace. You know better than I, it will take far more discussions, conferences and

reports. The hopes for peace will have to be translated into the hard work of practical action and
political compromise, not only in the Assembly, but in every corner of society. So the real
challenge of this conference starts as we leave. How will each of us work to fulfill the promise
of peace? That, of course, will be up to the men and women of Northern Ireland to decide. But,
based on what we know about the conditions that promote peace and prosperity, we, I think, can
agree on basic goals: All people must have access to the tools of opportunity-good education,
quality health care. Good jobs, loan, and credit. The kinds of opportunities that will give
responsible people of whatever backgrounds the chance to move forward into the 21st century
with confidence.

If we are to fulfill the promise of peace, we must translate into practical action what these goals
mean. How do we, for example, have an education system that serves the needs of young people
moving in a very different world, dominated by a global economy? How do we make available
the kinds of credit that small business people need to build a thriving economy from the ground
up in the most depressed area in Northern Ireland? How do we make sure that, loans and



microcredit financing are available? That the businesses, the government and particularly the
banks here will meet the needs of people anxious to demonstrate that they can build economic
opportunities for themselves? ‘

If the promise of peace is to be fulfilled, then all people must be safe from violence. And in
particular, all women must be safe from violence, whether it happens in their homes or on the
streets. Domestic violence which breathes the conditions of violence and aggressiveness setting
- one person against another must be seen for what it is: a crime, not a family matter. If the
promise of peace is to be fulfilled, then all women and men must feel free to make their voices
heard through the ballot box and the soap box. There are many goals and you have discussed
them all here at this conference.

Surelv. these goals reaunire a suarantee of eaual onnortunitv and democracv and that is what vou

If you just think about women and girls, what are some of those lessons we want women and
girls here and throughout the world to be learning? We teach our girls that we value them, not
for what they look like, but for what they think, feel, do and dream. Will our businesses do more
to help women get child care and other tools they need to successfully balance work and family
so that no women ever have to make the choice between the job they need to put food on the
table and the time they must give to the children they love? When a woman speaks up in the
home, or the community, or the Assembly, will she be listened to as carefully and respectfully as
if she were a man? And, as women, will we finally respect each other’s choices? Will we admit
that there is no model for women today that is one size fits all? That we can choose full time
work or full-time motherhood and home-making, or like most women, doing both at certain parts
of our lives? And will we support the choices that each of us makes?

As you struggle both with issues unique in Northern Ireland and with ones experienced by
women everywhere, I want you to know that the American government, the American people,
and the larger worldwide community want to help you succeed. '

What women have said over the last few days is they want the tools to lift up their voices and the
lives of their families. And in this room are partners who want to help them do just that. We
already heard from two, The Body Shop and the Ford Motor Company.

I want to applaud the more than $2 million in partnerships committed to the outcomes of this
conference. They come from all sectors of society and they are dedicated to diverse areas like
political leadership and media training, mentoring and most importantly economic development.
This is just the beginning.

We leave here today with a commitment from the U.S. Department of Labor and the Northern
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Ireland Employment and Training Agency to improve women’s access to jobs, child care, and
training.” We leave here with-a commitment from the Institute of Directors to help women in
middle ' management get the mentoring and tra1mng they need to succeed in European and World

- markets.

We leave here w1th commitments from corporations ranging from Xerox to MCI and from .

~ America Online to Marriott, which for example, will provide internships. for. young people.in. the .

tourism industry. And I have to say, as I flew from Moscow today, and was coming down to
land over the landscape of Northern Ireland I thought to myself, this is one of the most beautiful
places of God’s earth. A place that many people will want to come to visit and see for '
themselves. We leave here with commitments from the President and Secretary of State of the
United States that our government will be vigorously engaged in turmng the conference’s
partnership into results.

And-we are encouraged to.learn. that our Northem Ireland partners are. estabhshlng a follow-up.-

“mechanism: to: carry this.all forward. .

< As: we: leave here;let us: pledge to.each-other that this is: only the beginning That; as:the Peace:«... .-, -
. Agreement is implemented, the voices we raised will never fade away.. Inistead, they will spread . - .

into every community, and as Inez rem1nded us they will be Jomed by many others who are not-
in this hall today :

Because, regardless of whether a man or a women voted yes or no to the peace agreement now in
a democracy, every single citizen has a role to play in fulfilling the promise of peace. It will take
businesses and non-governmental organizations. Churches of every tradition inspiring us to use
our faith as a source of strength and unity. It will take men of all ages, because this struggle can -
never and will never be won without them. It will take all.of you here, the women of Northern .
Ireland speaking out whenever injustices arise, to point out opportumtles to face up to challenges- .
and to speak for those who are still voiceless.

It will take young,people like Fiona. Just a month ago, I had the opportunity to meet Fiona and

.other young women and men who had come to Washington with Project Children and the

Children’s Friendship Project. Some of them are here today. One, Vlcky Moore 1ntemed in my
office and stood in the Forum elections for her constltuency

Another, Janette Rooney stayed in our nation’s capital for six weeks, learning about leadership,
community service, and how to build the bridges of understanding between diverse communities.
But on the day before Janette returned to her home in County Tyrone, the Omagh bomb went off,
Several of her fellow students turned on CNN and saw their own friends being taken away to the
hospital. One of Janette’s best fnends was killed. :

When the director of the Children’s Frlendsh1p Project called Janette at home a few days later to
extend her condolences, Janette’s mother mentioned how her daughter had just received an

invitation to this Vital Voices Conference. How, during this time of suffering and unspeakable
loss, this conference gave Janette something to look forward to. And how proud her mother was
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that her daughter was part of the solutlon Jpart of the new generation.. part of the future of
Northern Ireland. For that is what you are helping to create.

- Tomorrow, I will visit along with the. Lord Mayor and others, one of the beautiful green spaces in

Belfast. It is the kind of place my mother or father would want their children to be able to play
freely. There’s a new partnership being formed between an American partnership named

- KaBOOM! and PlayBoard, a Northern Ireland organization devoted to creating safe..

environments for children to play. They hope to create such an env1ronment somewhere in
Belfast. -

And what they build won’t be some adult’s vision of what sparks a child’s imagination. The
ch11dren themselves will design this space. They will be the architects of their own environment,
ina way that is a metaphor for what’s happening in Northern Ireland, isn’t it? All of you are
now the architects of your new environment. You are ultlmately those who will determine.

- whether the children of Northern Ireland can play like children should-without respect toreligion

or politics, without stereotyping: or name calling, without fear or. violence.. That is for. me the

- ultimate dream I see in my mind’s eye, as I land here in your airport, as.I travel the streets, as I .

look into the:faces:of the people standing on.the curbs waving at my:car. I believe that will -

“happen, and when it does we will think back to this conference and we will know that women’s
~ voices played a vital role in fulfilling this promise of peace for all citizen’s of Northern Ireland-
~ for men and women, boys and girls. " ‘

May God bless you in this important work and the future you build together.

Thank you very much
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begin Ireland remarks |

...Anid we just returned from Northern Ireland, and it was a stirring and very hopeful trip for my
husband and me, to see what is happening as the people there move toward real peace. It too, is
not an easy road to travel. But one of the things that struck me so forcefully, is that most of us,
whether it it working toward peace, or working for better education, knows. what must be done -
it is just a question of whether we can put aside our differences to overcome. the obstacles and get
about the business of doing'it. That is what our.challenge is here today. Others face different .
challenges that are equally daunting in there eyes But we can do this, and the district deserves

no less.. Thank you very much

end Ireland remarks
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Itisa tremendous honor to stand in the cornpany of 50 many brave women, and to join
you here at the site of their historic first meeting -- the home of Adolphine Fletcher Terry, “the
First Lady of Little Rock.” This is the place where it all began, four decades ago. I am thrilled -
to see that so many of you have made the journey back here, and that you’ve brought your -
families and friends.

Since March, when the membership roster of the Women’s Emergency Committee was °
made public, I’ve been reading and re-reading the names." I’ve been amazed at how many of
them are familiar to me, from my 20 years here in L1tt1e Rock, and how many of those names.
have faces and memories attached. I have worked with many of you, over the years, on a
multitude of issues. One thing is clear: when the WEC disbanded in 1963, these women didn’t
-give up the fight. They didn’t stop fighting for public education. : They didn’t stop fighting for .
Justlce They didn’t stop fighting for dignity and civil rights for all Americans. And as we have :
seen today in the fighting spirit of Irene Samuel, they haven’t stopped yet.

This list of 1,281 is more than a membership roster; it is an hotor roll. And for the first
time, we’re learning far more than these women’s names; we’re hearing their stories -- stories of
bravery in the face of bigotry, vigilance in the face of violence, triumph in the face of terror. In
the struggle for open schools, the women of the WEC faced hate mail, harrassment, police
surveillance, bomb threats and death threats. At best, WEC members were treated as a
“curiosity,” like postwar, Southern Suffragettes in white gloves and hats. At worst, they were.
called “race-mixers,” “Commumsts and epithets too awful to repeat

And yet the members of the WEC endured it all -- proudly and Willingly -- not just to
open the schools, but to open them to everyone, white and black. And so, with a quiet and
solemn dignity, they put on those white gloves and hats and made their way to the Committee’s
office, located in a member’s home. Some members had babies in their arms; others, small
children tugging at their skirts. And in this unlikely setting, they built a powerful grassroots
movement -- a moderate coalition that dealt defeat to the segregationists on the L1ttle Rock -

'school board and helped save the jobs of teachers who favored integration.

The WEC didn’t win every battle. Eveh S0, as Velma Powell said, “we got attention.”
And that, in itself, could be a victory, as one story shows. Forty years ago, residents of Little
Rock used to tune in their radios after dinner to a popular call-in show. The airwaves were



dominated by segregationists, who ranted and raved and just took over the program. One
evening, though, the women of the WEC decided they had heard enough. They called the
program themselves -- 65 of them, all at once, tying up the phone lines for the entire two-hour
show. And since they couldn’t talk about integration without getting cut off by the station, they
talked about anything and everything else -- how to can peaches, how to plant gardenias, how to
keep empty beer bottles off the highways -- anything to keep the segregationists off the air.

Even small triumphs like this one made a powerful statement. The WEC proved that a
group of “Embattled Ladies” with grit and determination could come together, despite their
differences, and stand up for what was right -- even during the most difficult of times. The WEC
also built a lasting model of direct, grassroots political action. Their example energized women
in Arkansas, drawing record numbers into politics and into new organizations that emulated the
techniques of the WEC. When one state representative called these new women’s groups “the
worst ever to come before the legislature,” that was a high compliment indeed. It meant that
women had become dogged and determined lobbyists, a force to be reckoned with.

In the manuscript collection at the Arkansas History Commission, there is a WEC flyer
from the height of the schools crisis. It says: “To get the best job, your child needs the best
schools. Let’s have the best schools for the most children -- free public schools.” That simple
message was at the heart of everything the WEC accomplished. It is one of their most importart
legacies, and a vision that my husband and I have worked to fulfill since he became President six
years ago. :

Public schools, after all, are the best investment we can make in our children, our
nation, our future. As the WEC flyer made clear 40 years ago, nothing expands economic
opportunity more than strengthening our public schools. Nothing will help us bridge our
divisions and bind together our nation than strengthening our public schools. Nothing better
affirms our bedrock belief that every child -- regardless of race, ethnicity, or income -- deserves
the chance to share in America’s promise by gaining a quality education. That is why this
Administration is working to strengthen America’s public schools: calling for smaller classes
and 100,000 new teachers to fill them; for modernized, 21st Century schools, with every
classroom connected to the Internet; for after-school and summer school programs to help
students rise to higher academic standards.

Top-rate public schools are a top priority of the American people, and I hope they will be
a top priority of this Congress in its final days and weeks before the election. Eight months ago,
this administration sent Congress an education agenda that
School is almost out of session on Capitol Hill, but there is still time for Congress to leave
politics at the schoolhouse door and strengthen America’s public schools.

Again, I urge all of you to follow the example set by the Women’s Emergency
Committee, and let your elected representatives know how important this issue is to you and
your families. The best way to register that opinion is to vote this November. Your vote is as
important to your children’s quality of life as any other investment you make in their future. In a




few weeks, you will have the opportunity to register your vote, and I know you will make the
most of it. And -- like the women of the WEC -- bring a friend to the polls. Bring all your
friends. o .

[Conclusion: Belfast to Bosnia]
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public schools. Yet no issue has suffered more from misplaced priorities and partisan pursuits
than our public schools.

It is not too late to act. There is still time before the end of the legislative session for
Congress to spend one day and cast one vote on a plan that would transform public education by
doing three things.
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they are wise to do so.

Children who receive the individual attention they need in the early grades show
permanent academic gains. Every child in America deserves a chance to make those gains, and in
one day Congress can vote to make that happen.

~goals
Sen._Carol Moseley-Braun ana Long. Uharlie Kangel have been tighting tor. ‘I'he need 1s great.
In fast-growing school districts kids are taught in trailers euphemistically known as “learning
cottages.” In older districts, children sit in magnificent old schools where chunks of plaster fall
on their desks. That’s wrong. We cannot ask students to show self-respect when their schools
don’t show self-respect.

Our plan will also help connect every school to the Internet by the year 2000 and train
teachers to use the Internet. Every child in America deserves a school as modern as the world we
live in, and in one day Congress can vote to make that happen.

Nild LOWEY nave ocen ngnung Ior.

I have seen the benefits of such investments with my own eyes. Last week I visited a
school in Chicago where students no longer advance to the next grade unless they can pass tests
to demonstrate that they have learned what they were supposed to learn. Students who have
trouble passing those tests are offered academically-enriched summer school and after school
programs, with three hot meals a day for students who need it. The result: test scores in Chicago
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are up three years in a row.

Every school district in America can do what Chicago has done, and in one day Congress
can vote to make that happen. Yet for partisan reasons, Congress has not even found time to send
me an appropriations bill that invests in education. They must not go home until they do, and I
know Sen. Tom Harkin and Cong. David Obey will insist they do.

One day to put in place a plan that will insure the future of that prosperity in a world
economy driven by knowledge. One day to put aside partisanship and do the work that the
American people elected us to do.

Thank you and God bless you.



