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o

~ From the very beginning of 'onr efforts to create this
American economin ienaissance, Congfessman anhardt ..
and Senator Daschlé have bie,en tireless in their‘gefforts to
bring ab_ont that changé'.. Especially m these ‘lajst fnw

weeks, as the Congressional session has entered its |

crucial, final weeks and the political season has

intensifiéd, these two leaders have stood above the
crowd 1n their constaint 'effo'rts..t.o eievate pr(‘)grve.:'ss ab'ove“ |
partisanship :

I realize thaf the calendar s\ay'.s' the election is

one month away. The calendar also says .that it is now

“eight months since I sent COngre_ss a budget, and five |

_nionths'since‘ the legal deadline for Congress to passa

budget.




Now Co»ngress.has sent me only two of thirteen -
appropriations bills necessary to keep the government

running. On Friday, the temporary 'spen‘ding measure |

signed will run out.

I want to ‘wor\k with Congress te get thlS important
| work done. There is sfill time for real aehievement -

~ still time to put pregress ahead of partlsanshlp Tha.t\ is
| why, today, I stand with Representatlve Gephardt and

Sen_ator‘ Draschle to call on the congressmnal maJorltyf |
| Time in th1s s_esSion is drawing shoft, and C(‘mgress‘has
- important ‘worltc left tol ,dqi 'Pass the nedessary spendiag |
bﬂls to keep the éovemrhent runmng Save Social

Security for future generations.

2




| Ensﬁre a ciuality edu'cétion fdr‘all o.ur.childr'en. Protect
America from global ec'onomicAtvurmoil. lﬁgsé are the

priorities of the Ame;ican pébple, and they must bé the
priorities of the Congress in the last days of this
legislative session. - |

First, we must save Soéial Seciifity first. Last

week, I was privileged to announce 'én historic
achievemeﬁt: for the first tirrie. in a generation, America
has a budget su‘rplus‘. Cﬂongress must not los¢ this -spirit
of ﬁscal'dislciplin'e_ ina .rush‘to‘sp_end the surplus. I héve
proposed tax cuts that are fully paid for. ‘Bﬁt if the
Congress sends me a tax pian thaf dfains billions from
the surplus before saying' Social Securit.}'r fII'St, I will f/éto

it.




We have worked too hard for too long to abandon fiscal
discipline and weaken Social Security in the weeks

before an election.

S_@gohllil‘, we must act fo protect our prosperity inthe
‘ turbulent“ international economyd‘by meeting our
obligations to the International ‘M\ohetarty' Fund. Tﬁe ,
world is wziit'mg for the Congfess to stép ﬁp to ifs
reépoﬁsibility, provide funds to the IMF, and help pull |

teetering economies away from the brink.




Third, we must continue to invest in education. In

- just one day, Congr_essi can -- and must - pass a plan to

provide America’s public schools with t.he'tools, they
need: 100,000 welléqualified new teachers to reduce
class size; after-'school and summer school programs to

“help students rise to higher academic standards, and

modernized schools for the 21st century.




,Egml_l, Congress Ihust act -tb prbtect -~ pot to gut -~
environmentai protections. Yet'Républiczims' in Cpngrexsls
have sought to Slip'unacceptable‘provisii)ryls into
unrelated bills that would .cripple wildlife ‘protection-.,‘
build a road.througti. an Alaskan wildlife .réfuge, fdrce | ‘
overcutting of our national forest, déxiy taX_payers a fair
return on oil «leésing, and -'tl_.l‘wart common;sénse efforts
to address global warming. If they ’insiéf on sending
these anti—envir.onmén't' riders to.my desk, I will Veto |

them.




These are the tasks before the Congress Qé_tésks that
demand 'attentio'n,t' and dem,and' action. As ang~réss o
x compléfeé its wbrk,.'I W111 “contiknlue to ‘d‘io ;eyeryﬂ;ing in
'nlnyApO\:;ver to elevate .pl;ogi:es;b{rer ,pzirtisarhliship, and to
demand that the priorities. of the Americ'én pedple |
become the priorities éf the United .Statesv Coﬁ’g‘ressq. I

ask the Republicans in Congréss to join us. -




As SpendingBilIs Lag, Democrats Attack

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 5 — With just
five days until money for Federal
operations runs out, President Clin-
ton and Congressional Democrats es-
calated their criticism of Republican
leaders today for not moving faster
on the 13 spending bills needed to
keep the Government running.

So far, Congress has completed
work on only four of those bills. Con-
gress and the President have adopt-
ed a temporary spending measure
that expires Friday night at mid-
night. Republicans in both houses
said today that they expected to com-
plete action on three or four other
bills but would probably have to roll
the remaining legislation into one big
catchall package to meet the Friday
-deadline.

If they do not meet that deadline,
they could extend it, aithough they
would probably do so for only a day
or two at a time. If they neither met
the deadline nor extended it, parts of
the Government would shut down.

Representative Richard A. Gep-
hardt of Missouri, the House Demo-
cratic leader, was particularly harsh
in his criticism of the majority Re-
publicans today, five days into the
1999 fiscal year.

“In my view, this is the worst
Congress that has ever sat in the
United States Capitol,
achieved less than any Congress that

we’'ve ever had,”” Mr. Gephardt said

at the White House after meeting
with the President. ‘Republicans
have wasted the entire year and
have left the heavy lifting until the
last week.” B
Republicans, whom much of the
public held responsible for partial
Government shutdowns in 1995-96,
said today that comments like Mr.
Gephardt’s were proof that Congres-
sional Democrats and the Adminis-
tration were itching for a tight over
the spending bills. In fact, they said,

they suspect that the Democrats -

would even welcome a shutdown as a
distraction from the drive on Capitol
Hill to impeach the President.

The Senate majority leader, Trent
‘Lott of Mississippi, said on Sunday
that he was suspicious of the Admin-
istration. '

I am very disturbed by the ability -

to work with this White House,” Sen-
ator Lott said. “It’s a matter of trust,
and I'm not sure that as majority
leader now I can trust their actions.”

Even when the same party con-
trols the White House and Congress,
the lawmakers usuaily leave the dif-
ficult negotiations over the spending
bills until the end of each session. But
the atmosphere this year is especial-
ly charged, with the impeachment
process under way just as Congress

that has.

is trying to wrap up its must-do busi- ‘

ness.

Further complicating matters is
that this is an election year, and
members are eager not only to leave
Washington to campaign but also to
insert their pet projects into the
spending bills, although they know
that the leaders will decide among

. themselves what the final package

contains.

The President has indicated that -

he could veto at least five of the
remaining bills. Today, in-one of his
most direct and comprehensive for-

To Gephardt, ‘the
worst Congress that
has ever sat in the
Capitol.’

fnulations on the appropriations pro-

cess, he stepped up pressure on the
Republicans to drop their notion of a

" tax cut and to enact his proposalis on

education, the environment and dis-
aster relief — the broad legislative
themes that could give him some
political footing in a showdown with
Republicans.

Mr. Clinton addressed several is-

sues that.Congress will be haggling -

over in the next few days as House
and Senate Republicans try to re-

solve their own differences. He asked

Congress to approve full financing
for the International Monetary Fund,
sought money for 100,000 teachers
and after-school programs, and said
he was alert to what he called “unac-
ceptable” anti-environment provi-
sions. :

“These are the priorities of the
American people,” the President
said of his proposals, ' and they must
be the priorities of Congress in these
last days before the election.”

Some of the spending bills are be-
ing held up because of disputes
among Republicans themselves. For
example, conservative House Repub-
licans object to Mr. Clinton’s request
for $14 billion to shore up the re-
serves of the International Monetary
Fund, but many other Republicans,
in both houses, want to approve it. .

Mr. Gephardt framed the impasse
this way: ‘‘Can the Republican lead-
ership reign in the right wing, the far
right wing of the Republican Party,
so we can avoid a shutdown?”’

Republicans attribute the snags to
the President’s request for - more
than $13 billion in emergency spend-
ing that they say would break last

_year’s budget agreement.

The four bills that Congress has
finished would finance energy and
water projects, military construc-
tion, defense and the operations of
Congress. In the next couple of days,
both houses are expected to com-
plete action on the agriculture bill,
the ‘transportation bill, the bill fi-
nancing the veterans and housing
departments and, possibly, the

" Treasury and Postal Service bill.

Each house will then roll into one
big package, or omnibus bill, at least
five spending measures that include
elements the President has said he
will or may veto. He has threatened a

"veto on the Commerce bill because of

a dispute over how the census would

be conducted; the Labor bill over

Republican resistance to his propos-
als for education programs and fuel
assistance for low-income people;
the Interior bill over several environ-
mental provisions; the District of
Columbia bill over school vouchers
and a prohibition on homosexual cou-
ples’ adopting children, and the for-
eign operations bill over the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and overseas
family planning. .

Republican aides said the real ne-
gotiations, between the -House and
the Senate and then with the White
House, would not start until Wednes-
day or Thursday, or possibly even
Friday.

“It will be a massive, days-long
conference in a tiny room with no
air,” one top Republican aide said.

But this aide, and others, predicted
that Congress would try to adjourn in
time for members to get home by
Monday to campaign in local Colum-
bus Day parades. ) :

&he New Jlork Times
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1998



By Lowell Weicker

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.

he House Judiciary
Committee did the
right thing yesterday in

voting for an investiga-
tion of President Clin-
ton that could lead to
impeachment hearings. ‘

Saying this does not mean I'm a
partisan — far from it. I often parted
_company with my Republican col-

leagues when I'was in the Senate. In
11990, 1 left the party. I voted for, and
publicly endorsed, Mr. Clinton twice.

Still, I believe the committee is act-
ing properly. It is too early to say
whether the President should be im-
peached. It is not too early to say that
the alternative — censure — wouid be
a grave mistake.

.Having sat on the Senate Select
Committee that investigated Richard
Nixon 25 years ago, I fully appreciate
the difficult decisions ahead. But cen-
sure is not an answer. It belongs to the
autocratic nature of parliamentary
government. In our democracy, issues
— including the fitness of candidates
to serve — are decided at election

time, Overturning this electoral ver-
dict should require the most extraor-
dinary of precautions. That is precise-
‘ly what the impeachment process in
the Constitution demands.

The Founding Fathers purposely
set forth a complex procedure to dé-
termine the fitness of a President to
continue in office. The Constitution
requires decisions to be madeTirst in

Let the Process Go Forward

the House and then in the Senate, wit
any Senate vote to impeach requiring
a two-thirds majority. o

The Founders wanted to fiiter emo-
tional or irrational considerations out
of deliberations of a President’s. fit-
ness to remain in office. That is why
reason prevailed on the only two occa-
sions when Presidents seriously faced
removal by impeachment. In 1868, the
House voted articles of impeachment
against Andrew Johnson, but the Sen-
ate failed to convict him — by one
vote. In our own time, the threat of

.impeachment forced the resignation

of Richard Nixon, who realized that
the legislative and constitutional pro-
cesses had established that he had
violated the laws of the land.”
Censure, on the other hand, has no
constitutional basis. The threshold for
passing a censure resolution is far
lower than that required for impeach-

. ment. Legally it resembies any other

nonbinding Congressional resolution
and therefore requires only a simple
majority in one or both houses. The’
one time a President was censured —
Andrew Jackson in 1834 — the resolu-
tion was passed by avote of only 28 to
18. The vote had none of the authority
of an impeachment vote.

‘Censure also carries no enforceable
sanction. On 1837, after Jackson's
Democrats had won the Senate, they
ordered black lines drawn around the
resolution in the official record, with
“Expunged by order of the Senate"
superimposed. Thus did censure prove
to be an empty, meaningless gesture.

At the same time, in a highly
charged political climate, censure
could become a volatile new political
instrument. Since it requires only a
bare majority of votes, it could
amount to an open invitation for politi-
cal mischief to be visited on future
Presidents whenever Congress dis-
agrees with their policies. .

It could also backfire. What if. Nix-
on’s supporters in Congress had pro-
posed letting him plea bargain for a
censure? The imperial Presidency
would have been here to stay. What if
a President retaliated by issuing an
executive order censuring a member
of the House or Senate? :

For too long, Americans and their
elected representatives have opted for
soft landings -on the toughest prob-

. lems. And whenever a tough call has

been required, it has been supplanted
by a symbolic gesture.

Censuring Mr. Clinton would be a
gesture of this kind. What exactly
would it mean? What sanctions would
follow? What message would be sent?

There is no choice now but to push
ahead with impeachment hearings.
Anything less® will result in govern-
ment by free-for-all. =]

Ehe New York Bimes

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1998
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT, : ‘
SENATOR TOM DASCHLE, AND REPRESENTATIVE DICK GEPHARDT
ON LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The South Lawn

'3:17 P.M. EDT

" THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. From the beginning of
our efforts to create the economic renaissance America now enjoys,
Congressman Gephardt and Senator Daschle have been tireless in
working for that change. Especially in these last few weeks as the -
congressional session has entered its crucial final stage and the
political season has intensified, these two leaders have stood above
the crowd in their constant efforts to elevate progress over
partisanship.

| realize that the calendar says the election is just a
month away. The calendar also says it is now eight months since |
sent the Congress a budget, five months since the legal deadline for
Congress to pass a budget resolution. And, as all of you know, the.
fiscal year ended last week. Yet, so far, Congress has sent me only
two of 13 appropriations bills necessary to keep our government
running. On Friday the temporary spending measure | signed will run
out. | want to work with Congress to get this important work done.
There is still time for real achlevement stlll time for progress
over partisanship.

That is why today | stand with Representative Gephardt
and Senator Daschle to call on the congressional majority. Time is
running short. Congress has important work left to do. Pass the
necessary spending bills to keep the government running. Save Social
Security for future generations. Insure a quality education for all
our children. Protect America from the global economic turmoil.



These are the priorities of the American people, and
they must be the priorities of Congress in these last days before the
election. First, we must save Social Security first. Last week |
was privileged to announce the first budget surplus in a generation.
Congress must not lose this spirit of fiscal discipline. | have
proposed tax cuts, but they're fully paid for. If the Congress sends
me a tax plan that drains billions from the surplus before saving
Social Security, | will veto it. We've worked too hard for too long v
to abandon fiscal discipline and our economic strength and to weaken
our commitment to Social Security just because it's election time.,

Second, we must act to protect our prosperity in this
turbulent international economy by meeting our obligations to the
International Monetary Fund. The world is waiting -- literally, the -
world is waiting -- for Congress to step up to America's
responsibility, provide funds to the IMF, and give us the tools we
need to pull teetering economies back from the brink; and to keep
America's economic prosperity going. It would be unacceptable for
Congress to leave Washington before acting.

Third, we must continue to invest in education. As the
leaders here with me and about 50 other members of Congress -asked
last week, we seek just one day for Congress to consider the
education measures | have proposed, to pass a plan to provide our
schools with the tools they need -- with 100,000 teachers so we can

- have smaller classes in the early grades; with after-school and

summer school programs to help students achieve higher academic

standards; for thousands of modernized schools for the 21st century.

And, fourth, in these last few days, Congress must act
to protect, not gut, the environment. Republicans in Congress have

" sought to slip unacceptable provisions into unrelated bills that

would cripple wildlife protection, force over-cutting of -our national
forests, deny taxpayers a fair return on oil leasing, thwart
commonsense efforts to address global warming. If they insist on
sending these anti-environmental riders to my desk, again | will veto
them. .

Fifth, Congress must act to address a range of pressing
emergencies that simply cannot wait for a new congressional session
-- emergencies including supporting our troops in Bosnia, maintaining
our military readiness worldwide, providing assistance to our farmers:
who are in real crisis out there, protecting American citizens from
terrorism, and providing resources to address the year 2000 computer
problem. -

For two administrations the budget rules under which
both parties have operated have accommodated such emergencies.
Troops in the field and citizens in crisis should never be subject to
partisan wrangling. This is what we ought to do. We ought to save
Social Security first, pass the education program, protect our own



economy, and do what we should do to lead the world away from world

financial crisis, pass the patients' bill of rights, avoid these
environmentally destructive riders. There is still time for us to

put the people of our country ahead of politics, and | hope we'll do
it.

Now I'd like to ask Senator Daschle and Congressman
Gephardt to say a word. ‘

‘SENATOR DASCHLE: Mr. President and Congressman Gephardt |

and | have had the opportunity in the last couple of hours now to
talk again about the critical nature of this remaining week of our
session. Everyone understands that adjournment is scheduled at
week's end. Our Republican leaders have failed to meet their
responsibilities on an array of issues that the President has just
outlined, but there is still time.

Republicans have not produced a budget for the first
time in 24 years, but there is still time. The Republicans have no
coherent appropriations strategy. As the President noted, only two -
of the 13 appropriations bills have passed. Republicans have failed
in that responsibility, but there is still time.

There is no domestic agenda. The President noted that
they blocked HMO reform. They blocked the opportunity to provide
smaller classrooms and school modernization. They blocked teen
smoking prohibitions. They blocked minimum wage. They blocked
campaign finance reform. But on some of these issues, perhaps not
all, there is still time. .

There is no vision for the future among Republican
leaders. They intend to raid Social Security to finance
election-year tax cuts, but we believe on that score time has run

- out. Democrats will stand united in our determination not to allow

Social Security to be raided for tax cuts. So Republicans need to
get to work in the seven days that remain, stop playing politics,
pass legislation, and let's make some progress.

It was wrong to shut the Senate down to avoid a
patients’ bill of rights debate. It was wrong to shut down our
agenda for public schools. It was wrong to kill teen smoking and
campaign finance reform. And it would also be wrong to shut the . .
government down now. No one will be to blame but the Republican
leadership if that were to happen. :

What we're announcing again this afternoon is our
sincere desire to work with Republican leaders to ensure that that
doesn’t happen. Ve're prepared to work overtime. We're prepared to
work a second shift if necessary. Republicans need to throw out the’
partisan playbook and put people's needs ahead of political gain.

It's time for them to meet their responsibilities. There is still

tlme for that.




v

REPRESENTATIVE GEPHARDT: Mr. President and Senator
Daschle, we are working our way toward our target for adjournment.
And as we do that, | think it's very unfortunate that the Senate
Republican Leader has decided to play show-down politics over a
government shut-down. The President and congressional Democrats have
time and time again asked the Republicans in Congress to complete
their work by passing a responsible budget to fund the government,
but Republicans have wasted the entire year and have left the heavy
lifting until the last week. There are six days left.

In my view this is the worst Congress that has ever sat
in the United States Capitol, that has achieved less than any
Congress that we've ever had. This Congress, for the first time in
24 years, has not passed a budget since the Budget Act was passed in
1974. This Congress would have made the Congress that Harry Truman
called the "do-nothing Congress" look energetic and good.

.We began this session with great promise and high hopes,
reforming our health care system with a patients' bill of rights,
improving our public schools with 100,000 new teachers, repairing
school buildings, after-school programs, pre-school programs,
computers in schools, saving Social Security first, keeping our kids
from smoking, reforming our campaign system. Sadly, we have
accomplished very little for the American people beyond naming f
airports.

The beginning of the fiscal year was last Thursday. The
Republicans passed the stay of execution shutting down the government
to keep it running through this Friday, and there are still nine

~ appropriation bills to be completed in the next five days.

Can the Republican leadership rein in the right wing, -
the far right wing of the Republican Party-so we can avoid a
shut-down? The test of the GOP leadership is this: Can they set
aside their partisan politica! agenda in order to advance the real
interests of the nation? If this Congress is unsuccessful in
enacting all 13 appropriation bills to keep the government running
through next October, it will be a failure of one group in one part
of our government and one part only, and that is the Republican
leadership of the Congress. ‘

Democrats are committed, as Tom said, to meet day and
night to do whatever is necessary, to do everything we can to keep
the government open and to finally begin to address some of these
urgent priorities that we feel we should have been talking about and
working on over the last year or year and a half.

Thank you very much.

Q Will there be a government shut-down? And how will
it affect the November elections?

REPRESENTATIVE GEPHARDT: As | just said, | really
believe if we have a shut-down, just like the last shut-down, it will



" be the responsibility of the Republican leadership in the Congress.
Thank you very much. . . :

END 3 © 3:29 P.M. EDT
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| From the very bégin;ling of our effbrts to create this
Anieriéan economicv re_na‘issanclen, ‘Congressnja‘n Gephardt
and Senator Daschle have been tir_cl_essl.ih bringing aboﬁt
that change. | Especially 1n these last few weeks, a.s‘ the
.Congressional seSsion has‘ entered its cruciél,. final weeks
| and the political season has_' ivrjlte'n’sified‘, ftheSe fWo le.aders
-haVe stood above thé crowd 1n their constant eff-(‘)\rts ‘t'o |
elevate progress above partisanship.

I_rcalize that the calendar says the e_lection 1S

one mohtﬁ away. The calendér also says that it is now
| eight months since I sent Congress a bu_dget, and five
montlhsA since the legal déadline for' Cdngfess to pass a

budget resolution.



So far, Congresshas sent me only two of thirteen

“appropriations bills necessary to keep the government

'running; On Friday, the temporary spending measure I -

signed will run out.

I Want_ to work with Congress to get this important

work done. There is still time for real achievement --

| still time fo plit progress'ahead of partisé‘hship. Thét- is
~why, 'tOday, I sténd v?ith Representative ‘Ge’ph'ardvt ahd
Senator Déschle to call on the congréSsionaI' majority.

| Time ih this session i drawing short; and C(jngress 'has
imp’ortant Work left to do: Passv the'necéssary spending‘
-bills‘ tovkeep the ngemment running. Save Social

- Security for future generations.
o .



Ensure a quality education for all our children. Protect

America from glo_bal economic turmoil. These are the
| priOrities of the American people, and they must be the
priorities of the Congress in the last days of this

legislative session.

First,._we 'musit Save Social Security first. Last

week, I was -privileged to announcé an‘ historic
achievement; forA‘the first time m a.generation, America
has a budget surplus. Congress miist nothsé this spirit
of fiscal diséipline ih a rush to spend the surplus. I have
proposed tax cuts fhat are fully paid for. But if the
Congress sends me a tax plan that dr_éins billions from

the surplus before saving Social Seéurity first, T will veto

.




ot

We have worked too hard for too long to abandon fiscal
discipline and weaken Quri commitment to Social Security

in the weeks before an election.

4

Second, we must act to protect our prospéfity in the
turbulent intefnatioﬁal economy by ﬁeeﬁﬁg our i
obiigations to the International Monetary Fund. The
World is waiﬁng for the CdﬁgréSS to é'tep-f"ulp to ivts,

o fesponsibility?' provide fuhds tothe:,IMF:féndhelppu}l o
teetering economies -éway frofﬁ the brmk ,If wOuid bé
- unacceptable for'COngress to leave Washiﬁgton before | |

acting.




Third, we must continue to invest in education. In

just. one day, Congress can —- and must -- pass a plan to
'prlovide Afnerica’s public schools with the toOl.s" théy
need: 100,000 well-qualified new teachers to reduc.e"
class size, after—school and summe‘r' school programs to
help students rise to higher aéademic standards, aﬁd

modernized schools for the 21st century. :

/



Fourth, Congress must act to protect -- not to gut -

envir(;hmg;ntal prote¢tions. Yet Republicans in Congress
have sought to slip unacceptable prO\‘lisio'ns-_into‘

: unrélated b‘ills thaf would cripple wildlife protthiQn, |
for_ce‘ove‘rcutting of our fiational forést, deny taxpayérs a
fair return on oil leasing, ahd thwart commo‘n‘-sense -

| efforts to addréss global Warming. If they insist on
sending these anti-envifonmenf ridérs to my desk, I will

. veto them. |



 Fifth, Congress rhust act to address a raﬁgé of |
pressing emergencies that cannot wéit for a new |
Congressional session. T»hoAsé.eme‘rgenci_e's include
supporting our troops 1n Bosnia and m‘aintaining _réadiness
woﬂdwide, providing assistance to farmers in crisis,
prdtécting American citizens from terrdrism, and

providing resources to address the Year-2000 .c'_onrlputer

- problem.

For two Administrations, the budget rules under o
which both parties have operated have accommodated
such emergencies. Troops in the field and citizens'in

cgfisis should heyer be subject to partisan W'rahgling,ﬂ



I

’ Tflésé are the taSks before the Congress — tasks that
demand attention, and demand action. As Congress
cdmplgtes its work,’ I will continue to do everything in
‘my_ powef tol élevate progress over partis‘anship, and to
demand tha£ thépriorities bf fhe American people -
b'eco'me'th.e p‘ri'or'ities‘ of the United States Congress. [ |

ask the Republicans in Congress to join us.




Draft 10/05/98 1:00pm
Jeff Shesol

N] PN
REMARKS(ON PENDIN ION

This is a moment of great promise for America. Our hard work is bearing remarkable
results, from the health of our economy to the strength and safety of our communities. At the
* same time, we can see important challenges ahead; and we know that our nation will not be
everything it can be unless we rise to meet those challenges. Today, I stand with Congressman
Gephardt and Senator Daschle to call on the congressional majority. Time in this session is
growing short, and Congress has important work left to dggSaving Social Security for future
generations. Ensuring a quality education for all our children. Strengthening the financial
backbone of the global economy. These are the priorities of the American people, and they must
be the priorities of the Congress in the last days of this legislative session.

First, Congress must act to save Social Security. Last week, I was privileged to announce
an historic achievement: for the first time in a generation, America has a budget surplus. We
have restored order and discipline to our fiscal house.  Just as important we have shown what
Americans can do when we place progress above partisanship, and conz\non sense above conflict.
Congress must not lose that spirit in a rush to spend the surplus. I support tax cuts that are paid
for. But if the Congress sends me a tax plan that drains billions from the surplus before saving
Social Security first, I will veto it. We have worked too hard for too long to aba‘fidon our "
priorities in the weeks before an election. T

. Second, we must continue to invest in education. Just as we have brought order to our
fiscal house, we must bring order and learning to the schoolhouse. For the sake of our children,
Congress must once again put partisanship aside, if only for one day. In one day of deliberation,
Congress can transform higher education. In one day, Congress can -- and must -- pass a plan to
provide America’s public schools with the tools they need: 100,000 well-qualified new teachers
to reduce class size, after-school and summer school programs to help students rise to higher
academic standards, and modernized schools for the 21st century. Our children deserve -- at the

“very least -- one full day of concentrated congressional action, not another week or month of
delay.

Finally, we must act to strengthen America’s leadership in the global economy. Recent
events remind us that America cannot remain an island of prosperity in a sea of distress. Quite .
simply: America must lead. But if we are to do so, if we are to contain the contagion that spreads

so quickly from one country to another, America must support the International Monetary Fund -

- and that begins with paying our fair share. My meeting with global finance leaders last
weekend made clear there is support for strong action to manage the growing crisis. The world is
waiting for the Congress to step up to its responsibility, provide funds to the IMF, and help pull
teetering economies away from the brink.

These are the tasks before the CongreSs. They demand attention, and they demand



action. As Congress completes its work, I will continue to do everything in my power to elevate
progress over partisanship, and to demand that the priorities of the American people become the
priorities of the United States Congress. Thank you.
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, : THE PRESIDENT Thank you, thank you very. much for the warm welcome I've had a
wonderful time in Philadelphia today, and I am deeply indebted to you for bemg here tonight, for
supporting our party, our candidates and what we stand for.

I, too, want to thank Congressman Chaka Fattah for the High Hopes program. He and the

Mayor met me today at the airport with a number of young children from Philadelphia who are in

your school system, in your middle school system. And then later we sat down and drank a soft
~ drink together and I visited with them. And Chaka asked how many of them wanted to go to
college, and they all wanted to go. And now they and literally tens of thousands of children like
them all across our country are going to be able to go because of the initiative that he brought to
me, that I embraced, and that we have worked so hard to pass -- the High Hopes Scholarship
Program. And we thank him. 'America.i‘s in your debt, Congressman.- Thank you.

And T believe we have one of our 'candidates for Congress here, too, tonight -- Roy.
Afflerbach. Let's give him a hand. He's somewhere. Where are you, Roy‘7 There you go.
Thank you. Thank you for runmng

I'want to thank Steve Gros5man for doing a superb job as the Chairman of the
Democratic Party. And we will not tell his mayor that bragged on Rendell shamelessly tonight.
I also want to thank Len Barrack of Philadelphia for bemg our Finance Chair. He's done a’
wonderful, wonderful wonderful _]ob A

And ﬁnally, let me say that the Mayor was uncommonly generous tonight, but his
administration is basically the embodiment of my philosophy of government. When we came
before the American people, Al Gore and I, in 1992, we said we had a different idea, that we
" wanted everyone in America who was a responsible citizen to have opportunity; we wanted to
come together as one community across all of our differences of race, religion, politics, income.
We wanted to prove that you could be pro-business and pro-labor. We wanted to prove that you
could be in favor of economic growth and still improve the environment. We wanted to end all

these sort of false choices that had been imposed on us by the hot rhetoric of Washington for too

many years. And we had a different theory of government, that we thought that the main role of
government was to create the cond1t1ons and to give people the tools to make the most of their
own lives. : : :




~ And all the initiatives that the Mayor mentioned, that he so generously gave me credit for,
most all of them were available to a lot of other places, too. But Philadelphia made the most of
~its opportunities because in no small measure of the gifts, the dedication and the downright
" aggression of its Mayor. And I cannot tell you how much I admire him for that.

You know, I'm sure all of you have had an experience like this in your life in some
context or another -- by the time somebody calls you 15 times and asks you for something, you
say, yes, just to stop them, you know? When Education Rendell gets all over you like a wet
blanket about something you know you might as well just cry "uncle" and go on to something
~else. Isay that because the achlevements of thls city have been truly phenomenal '

And]I have always loved coming here. You know the people of PthadelphJa have been
qu1te wonderful to me and Hillary and to Al and Tlpper voting for us in record numbers and by
record margins in both elections and I' m very, very grateful.

Let me just take a few minutes to be a little serious with you tonight. I was so moved
today by all the things that were said to me on the streets -- didn't even mind the protestors.
That's the American way. -But you like it even more when they're not in the majority and that
seemed to be the case today. But I want you to know that, on behalf of the First Lady and on
- my part, I'm very grateful for those perSonal expressions_. :

- ButI do not believe that adversity is the enemy of the Democratlc Party in this election.

- Indeed, adversity can be our friend, because it's not only good for personal reformation; it's good '
for people to sort of dig down deep inside and ask yourself what's really important and what's
fair. What do.you really care about‘7 What w111 you act for? What will you move for?

The real enemy the Democrats have in this election is complacency -- because we are
doing pretty well as a country. We've got the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years and the
lowest percentage of people on welfare in 29 years and the ﬁrst balanced budget and surplus in
29 years, and 1t's the blggest in history. '

We've got the best wage growth in way over 20 years. We've got as Steve Grossman
' said, the biggest drop in Hispanic poverty in 30 years and the lowest unemployment rates and
_ poverty rates among African Americans since statistics have been kept, the hlghest home
‘ownership in history. All that is very good. I'm grateful for that.

But the real question is, what will we do w1th this moment‘? Our friends in the other party
know that in spite of your presence and generosity here tonight, they always have tons more
money than we do. I'll tell you a little more about that in a minute. But they also know that
- oftentimes at these midterm elections, the people who always-vote in presidential elections, a lot
of them don't vote in midterm elections -- and they tend to be our voters. Why? Well, they're
. young parents on modest incomes, they have to worry about how to juggle child care and work, - -=x - - -
and voting on a work day is another hassle. A lot of them live in cities and don't own cars and
have transportation problems, and how are they going to get to work and to the polling place.
And that extra effort is hard to make. :



I tell you, my friends, our enemyis complacency It is not adversity. Adversityis =
forcmg us to focus on what is important and what we believe in and what we're prepared to fight
for. And while I think it's a wonderful thing that all these good things are happening in our
country, you know there are still some people in Philadelphia who have not felt the benefits of
the thlngs that have been done, and you know there's more todo. .

[ want you to know that a long way away from here in the hlgh plains of America, people
that work hard to feed you on the farm don't know there's been a recovery because they have to
“export a lot of their products and they've been flooded out or burned out or had diseases.. They've
had all kinds of problems. And now the Asian markets, where they sell their food, are closed to
them because the folks don't have any money over there. We could lose 10,000 family farmers
in America this year, at a time of greatest prosperity for the country as a whole in a generation..

So we have challenges at home. And I've always believed that when times.are good the
worst th1ng you can do is kick back and relax. You have to see that as an obligation to look at-
~-the. real challenges facing the country and take. them on... -That's. what.we've.tried to. do S -

So we, the Democrats, have gone before the American people and we said, look, we have
-a program for this election and we think it's worth your voting for. We know that the other side
" has tried to offer you -- for most of you -- a modest tax cut. Right here before the election, they o |
want to spend the surplus. And we've given you a harder message. We've said, look, we've
waited for this for 29 years. We worked for it for six years. Shouldn't we let the red ink turn to
black and let's let it dry for a day or two before we squander it.

‘At a time when there's so much financial turmoil throughout the world, shouldn't we set a .
good example to stabilize the global economy? And, even more important, knowing as we all do
-- every person in this room knows that while Social Security is absolutely stable for the people
who are now on it and the people who are about to go on it, when all the baby boomers get in it
is not sustainable under the present circumstances, because there will only be two people
"~ working for every one person drawmg Social Securlty

Everybody in this room between the ages of 52 and 34 is a baby boomer.  And everybody
I know at least my age -- and I'm the oldest of the baby boomers -- we're allprofoundly worried
‘that if we don't do something about this now, when with modest changes now we can have huge
impacts down the road, that the time will come when we'll retire and our country will be '
confronted with two terrible choices. Either we'll have to put a whopping tax increase on our
kids to maintain the system as it is, undermining their ability to raise our grandchildren, which
none of us want to do; or we'll have to take a whopping cut in Social Security benefits, which
today keeps one-half of the senior citizens in America out of poverty.

So I say, tempting though it is before an election to shovel up a little tax cut, let's show a
little restraint and a little knowledge of thie last 29 years and say, no, no, we're going to save
Social Security first before we spend it. I believe that's an issue worth voting on. And, believe
me, the elections will send a message to the Congress about which path you wish to take.

There is a second I think is important. I talked about it all day today, and I never thought I'd




come to Philadelphia or go anyplace in America in a political election and say, the big issue is
are we going to fund the IMF. -Most Americans don't know what the IMF is. Sounds like those
people that make bowling equipment. The International Monetary Fund is a fund to which we
‘and others contribute that helps countries that-are poorer and developing who have good polices
to try to grow their economy. Or when they get 1n trouble it tries to help them work out of

- trouble without _]USt being absolutely destroyed

- Because - we can't lead the world -- and you know the troubles m&v the
troubles in Russia, you see the impact, how it echoes in Latin America, our fastest growing -
market for American products. You see people say when the stock market changes here that that
has somethmg to do with this financial trouble overseas.. '

For e1ght months I've trying to get Amer1ca to make its fair share of contnbutlon Why?

We have an. ob11gat10n not only to others throughout the world, but to our own economy:
Thirty percent of this growth we've enjoyed has come from selling things to people overseas who
~had’enough money to buy them. And when they get in trouble, eventually we will suffer from
* that. And already, I've told you, our farmers are. :

And so I say to you, if you want to -keep the American economic recovery going, if you

- like the way it's gone the last six years and you'd like to have a few more years of it, then -
America has to lead the world away from the brink of the worst financial crisis in decades. And
that means we have to pay our falr share to the fund that will do it. And I think that's something

worth voting for.

The third issue worth voting for is education. For eight months I have had before the
Congress an educatlonprogram We have succeeded in getting bipartisan agreement in the

balanced_ﬁldg?tf’or— tax credits for all students to go to college, for the deductibility of interest on

student loans, for more Pell Grants Our Democrats put that before the Republicans and we were -

able to get b1pa1'tlsan agreement ---and now for Congressman Fattah's High Hopes program.
That's great. -

But you all know that we don't yet have a world-class elementary and secondary
education system that will guarantee to every child, without regard to race or neighborhood or
income, a chance to be able to take advantage of those college opportun1t1es And until we do,
"Amerlca will never be everythmg it ought to be :

ey

And so I came before the Congress and I said, okay, we've listened to the educators. I,
personally, and Hillary and I have.been going into the schools for 20 years now listening and
watching and learnmg, and here's our program -- it's pretty straightforward. Number one, in the
balanced budget paid for, put up enough money for school districts across America to hire
100,000 teachers to take average class size down to 18 in the early grades. It will make a

L dlfference

Number two, provide -- provide a tax incentive that will help to-build or repair 5,000
school buildings. I went to Jupiter, Florida, and saw a dozen house trailers outside a school




: —

: " because the populatlon is growing so fast. The Mayor took me toa school bu11d1ng in
Philadelphia that was over 65 years old. It was one of the most beautiful buildings I've ever .
seen, but it wasn't in good shape because there is not enough money to Vrepa1r all those buildings.

And all over Amerlca in the 01t1es I see people say, oh, our children are the most
important things in the world to us. What does it say to them if they walk up the steps every day
ta.a.school.where.the.windaws are.broken.or.a.whole.floor.is.closed. down...Very.often,.people~:
can't even look out the window in some of these places; because they can't afford to heat and
cool them, so they Just board them up. Five thousand school buildings -- that s the second thlng
it does. :

The third thing it does is to give funds to cities for after-school and summer school
programs to help kids who are in trouble. 1 don't believe kids should be promoted endlessly if
they don't learn what they're supposed to learn. But I don't think the children should be branded
failures because the system fails them. So give them those after-school programs and the
summer school’ programs.and the mentors they need to learn what they need to learn. That’s a
part of our program as well. : ~

The fourth thing it does is provide funds to hook every classroom in the country up to the
. Internet by the year 2000. Now I th1nk those are things are worth voting for. I think they're
worth votlng for.

, And, ﬁnally, there's the patients' bill of rights, the health care HMO bill of rights. Here's
what it says. If you walk out of this room tonight and, God forbid, you get hit by a car, and
you're covered by an HMO plan, a managed care plan, you ought to be able to go to the nearest
emergency room, not one clear across town because that's the one that happens to be covered by

~your plan. It says if your doctor tells you that he or she can't help you and you need to see a
. specialist, you ought to be able to see one. It says if your employer changes HMO providers
while you're going through a certain medical treatment, you ought to be able to-finish with it.

Now, let me just tell you what that means. How would you feel if you were seven
months pregnant and somebody came to you and said, I'm sorry, your employer changed
providers, you've got to give up your obstetrician and here's Dr. Jones. How would you feel if
someone in your family was undergoing chemotherapy -- I've been through this, a lot of you
- 'have, and you know it's a pretty traumatic things for families. I remember when my mother went
through it -- we sat around and tried to make jokes about whether she'd lose her hair and what
kind of wig she'd buy: You get real nervous about whether your loved one is going to get so sick
they can't eat. Now, this is serious, this happens. How would you feel if you were two-thirds of
_ the way through a chemotherapy protocol and somebody said, I'm sorry, you've got to change
your doctor. This is blg stuff And I think it's worth vot1ng for I thlnk it's worth voting for. -

The Congress -- the House passed a b111 that didn't guarantee any of those things and what
| little it did guarantee left out 100 million Americans. Then it went to the Senate, and our crowd
, had a rlght to br1ng our b111 up 1n the Senate and they couldn’t keep it away. So'you know}what
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{Tights. Everybody got under the desks." ‘Why? Because they didn't want to be recorded as voting .
against this, but they didn't want tc make angry the insurance companies who oppose it. This is |

- |the symbol of the difference between the two partles today, makeéno mistake about'it. And I
think it's a blg deal. :

Now, what have they done with their year in the maJ__rlty_ Except for this higher
g education bill, T can't think of much. They killed the minimum wage. They killed campaign
finance reform. They killed tobacco legislation reform that would have protéc?ed our children
from the dangers of tobacco. They killed the patients' bill of rights. They have continued their

' ’\’| assault on the environment. They have ¢ ‘gonebackwards on paying for the International Monetary

Fund. Theym action. And they've taken no action on the education bill, and they -
went backwards on saving Social Security first when the House passed their tax plan It's over in
, the Senate now. There is thlS huge difference. :

And what I want you to do -- I thank you for coming here tonight. I thank you for these
contrlbutlons We need the money and we ll spend it well. But you have to go out and tell '

ote--And Pknownt'“more-troubl&fr‘a*lot of: peopl&yowk:now to~vote--But~1f you beheve thatm"-"m

America ought to be about not what goes on in Washington, D.C., but what goes on in the
- neighborhoods of Philadelphia, in Boston, and in rural North Dakota and in rural Alaska if that's
what you believe -- if you believe in saving Social Security first, if you believe in the patients'
bill of rights, if you believe in education as our top investment priority, if you believe in keeping
our economic recovery going then you should support our party -- not just tonight, but on
Election Day - 5) :
And I want every one of you to go out every day between now and then and stir it up
‘among your friends, and make sure that we surprise the cynics on Election Day.

Thank you and God bless you.
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THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. From the beglnnlng of our efforts to create the
economic renaissance America now enjoys, Co_ngressman Gephardt and Senator Daschle have
been tireless in working for that change. Especially in these last few weeks as the congressional
session has entered its crucial final stage and the political season has intensified, these two
leaders have stood above the crowd in their constant efforts to elevate progress over partisanship.

I realize that the calendar says the election is just a month away. The calendar also says it
is now eight months since I sent the Congress a budget, five months since the legal deadline for
Congress 1o pass a budget resolution. And, as all of you know, the__f_lge_lbge;ar_e_n_ded_lasmmekf
Yet, so far, Congress has sent me only two of'13 appropnatlons bills necessary to keep our
~ government running. On Friday the temporary spending measure I signed will run out. I want to
" work with Congress to get this important Work dore. There 1s. St]” time_for real achievement.
still time for progress over partisanship.

i

That is why today I stand with Representative Gephardt and Senator Daschle to call on

the congressional majority. Time is running short. - Congress has important work left to do. Pass

the necessary spending bills to keep the government running. Save Social Security for future

generations. Insure a quality educatlon for all our children. Protect America from the global
economic turmoil.

These are the priorities of the American people, and they must be the pnonnes of
Congress in these last days before the election. First, we must save Social Security first. Last
week I was privileged to announce the first budget surplus in a generation. Congress must not
lose this spirit of fiscal discipline. I have proposed tax cuts, but they're fully paid for. If the
- Congress sends me a tax plan that drains billions from the surplus before saving Social Security,
I will veto it. We've worked too hard for too long to abandon fiscal discipline and our economic
strength and to weaken our commitment to Social Security just because it's election time.

Second, we must act to protect our prosperity in this turbulent international economy by
meeting our obligations to the International Monetary Fund. The world is waiting -- literally, the

A world is waiting -- for Congress to step up to Amenca S respons1b111ty, prov1de funds to thc IMF

-\



- . and gil/e us-the tools we need to pull teetering economies back from the brink, and to keep
~America's economic prosperity going. It would be unacceptable for Congress to leave -

Washington before acting. .

Third, we must continue to invest in education. As the leaders here with me and about 50
- other members of Congress asked last week, we seek just one day for Congress to consider the -
education measures [ have proposed, to pass a plan to provide our schools with the tools they
need -- with 100,000 teachers so we can have smaller classes in the early grades; with after-
. school and summer school programs to help students achieve higher academrc standards; for

~ thousands of modernized schools for the 21st century. '

‘ And, fourth in these last few days Congress must act to protect, not gut the

' environment. Republicans in Congress have sought to slip unacceptable provisions into
unrelated bills that would cripple wildlife protection, force over-cutting of our national forests,
demlr teturi on oil [easing, thwart commonsense efforts to address global

- warming. If they insist on sending these anti-environmental riders to my desk, again I will veto
them. : ’ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ '

. N ‘ .

Fifth, Congress must act to address a range of pressing emergencies that simply cannot

- wait for a new congressional session -- emergencies including supporting our troops in Bosnia,
maintaining our military readiness worldwide, providing assistance to our farmers who are in real
crisis out there, protecting American citizens from terrorlsm and providing resources to address

the year 2000 computer problem

For two admlnlstratlons the budget rules under which both parties have operated have

st i

‘subject to partisan wrangllng ThlS is what we ought to do. We ought to-save Social Security

first, pass the'e Tication | program, protect our own economy, and do what we should do to lead o ‘

" “the 'world ‘away from world financial crisis, pass the patients' bill of rights, avoid these™
environmentally destructive riders. There is still time for us to put the people of our country
ahead of politics, and I hope we'll do it.

Now I'd hke to ask Senator Daschle and Congressman Gephardt to say a word.

'SENATOR DASCHLE: Mr. President and Congressman Gephardt and I have had the
opportunity in the last couple of hours now to talk again about the critical nature of this
remaining week of our session. Everyone understands that adjournment is scheduled at week's-
end. Our Republican leaders have failed to meet their respon51b1ht1es on an array of issues that
‘the President has just outlined, but there is still time. ' : :

Republicans have not produced a budget for the first time in 24 years, but there is still
time. The Republicans have no coherent appropriations strategy. As the President noted, only
two of the 13 appropriations bills have passed. Republicans have failed in that respon51b111ty, but
there is still time.



There is no domestic agenda. The President noted that they blocked HMO reform. They’ .

blocked the opportunity to provide smaller classrooms and school modernization. They blocked
teen smoking prohibitions. ‘They blocked minimum wage. They blocked campaign finance
reform. But on some of these issues, perhaps not all, there is still time. :

There is no vision for the futlrre"arnong Republican leaders. They intend to raid Social
Security to finance election-year tax cuts, but we believe on that score time has run out.

Democrats will stand united in our determination not to allow Social Security to be raided for tax,

cuts. So Republicans need to get to work in the seven days that remain, stop playing pohtlcs :
pass legrslatlon and let's make some progress : -

It was wrong to shut the Senate down to avoid a patients' bill of rights debate. It was’
wrong to shut down our agenda for public schools. It was wrong to kill teen smoking and
campaign finance reform. And it would also be wrong to shut the government down now. No
one will be to blame but the Republican leadership if that were to happen.

What we're announcing again this afternoon is our sincere desire to work with Republican
leaders to ensure that that doesn't happen. We're prepared to work overtime. We're prepared to
work a second shift if necessary. Republicans need to throw out the partisan playbook and put-
~ people's needs ahead of political gain. It s time for them to meet the1r responsrblhtles There is

still time for that - '

REPRESENTATIVE GEPHARDT: Mr. President and Senator Daschle, we are working our
“way toward our target for adjournment. - And as we do that, I think it's very unfortunate that the
. Senate Republican Leader has decided to play show-down politics over a government shut-down.
The President and congressional Democrats have time and time again asked the Repubhcans in
Congress to complete their work by passing a responsible budget to fund the government, but

Republicans have wasted the entlre year and have left the heavy lifting until the last week. There ._

are six days left.

In my view this is the worst Congress that has ever sat in the United States Capitol,.that
"has achieved less than any Congress that we've ever had. This Congress, for the first time in 24
years, has not passed a budget since the Budget Act was passed in 1974. This Congress would
have made the Congress that Harry Truman called the "do-nothing Congress look energetic and
good. ‘ -

We began this session with great promise and high hopes, reforming our health care -
system with a patients' bill of rights, improving our public schools with 100,000 new teachers,
repairing school buildings, after-school programs, pre-school programs, computers in schools,
saving Social Security first, keeping our kids from smoking, reforrmng our campalgn system.
Sadly, we have accomphshed very little for the American people beyond naming airports.

The beginning of the fiscal year was last Thursday. . The Republicans passed the stay of
“execution shutting down the government to keep it running through this Frrday, and there are strll
nine approprratron bills to be completed in the next five days. -




Can the Republican leadership rein in the right wing, the far right wing of the Republican
Party so we can avoid a shut-down? The test of the GOP leadership is this: Can they set aside
their partisan political agenda in order to advance the real interests of the nation? If this
Congress is unsuccessful in enacting all 13 appropriation bills to keep the government running
through next October, it will be a failure of one group in one part of our government and one part
only, and that is the Repubhcan leadershlp of the Congress :

‘ Democrats are committed, as Tom said, to meet day and night to do whatever is ‘

necessary, to do everything we can to keep the government open and to finally begin to address
some of these urgent priorities that we feel we should have been talkmg about and working on
over the last year or year and a half

~ Thank you very much.

Q W111 there be a government shut down‘7 And how will it affect the November
elections? :

REPRESENTATIVE GEPHARDT: As I just said, I really believe if we have a shut-
down, just like the last shut-down, it will be the responsibility of the Repubhca.n leadership in the
- Congress. Thank you very much. ' . :

" END 3:29P.M EDT -
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, we have all been sitting up here
on this stage listening to each other with a lot of echoes, wondering if you could hear us out here.
Can you hear us all speaking? We decided either you could hear us better than we could each -
- other, or you were the most polite audience in human hjstory '

Let me begin by thanking you personally for be1ng here tonight, for your support for our
party -and our campaign in the Congress this year. I want to thank Steve Grossman for a
magnificent _]Ob as head of our party and for the work he has done with Senator Torricelli and
Representatlve Pelosi, who have been wonderful working together in unity to try to pool our
resources and maximize our impact. :

I want to thank Dick Gephardt and Tom Daschle for truly extraordinary leadership. You
know, since the Republicans won the House of Representatives and the Senate in 1994, we have
defeated their Contract on America, we passed a balanced budget that had the biggest increase in
health care for children and the biggest increase in college access since the GI Bill.

And every other progressiye thing that has been done since I've been President, none of it
* would have been possible without the Democrats in Congress, and I am very grateful to them --
but especially these last four long years when time after time after time, if they hadn't been with
me there would have been no one to say no to moving this country into an extreme position, no
‘to moving this country away from the progressive path on which we put it, and yes to the
initiatives we've taken. So we oWe them a great debt of gratitude and for that I am very grateful.

' Let's talk about why you re here tonlght -- besides to hear Brlan who was fabulous Was ;
he great, or what? . '

Ina month we 're going to have an electlon a midterm elect1on an election in which our
opponents believe they will do quite well because they're going to outspend us phenomenally, an
election in which they believe they have an enormous advantage because a lot of Democratic
voters normally don't vote when there's no presidential election. They say, oh, well, our voters
have to worry about child care and jobs and voting on the same day, that's a lot of trouble. Or




~ our voters are young, they Just don't get into 1t in midterm election. And all the thlngs you' ve
- heard. - :

I want to tell you why you're here tonight. You're here to reverse 100 years of history,
and you're here to'make the next 100 years of America's history. You're here to make a decision
-- most of you in this audience tonight are young,- -and I am not. So I can tell you one thing: it
doesn't take long to live a life. It doesn't take long to move from your age tonight until you're the
age of those of us on this platform. And the decisions you make in one point of your life for

.your country can shape everything that happens when you have your chlldren and you raise them ‘
to be the age that you are now. ‘

We have fought and fought and fought for six years to change the direction of America,
to give you an economy that works for all the people not just a few, to bring the crime rate down' |

+and to help more kids stay out of trouble in the first place, to move people from welfare to work

in a way that was humane so they could still succeed in their most important jobs -- raising -
children; to grow the economy and still preserve the environment, to be a force for world peace
and humanity, and to be a force for bringing us together here at home across all the 11nes that |
divide us. Those are the issues at stake in this election.

If you look at the differences between the two parties, one that will affect you more than
me is whether we are going to save this surplus until we save Social Security for the 21st century

' instead of putting a big tax increase on you to take care of your parents. You know where they

stand. They voted for a popular election-year tax cut to g1ve people a modest cut to say here's
your little gift before the electlon : :

And we stood up and sa1d that may be appealing'" Look at our tax cuts for child care, for
education, for the environment.  They're paid for in our balanced budget bill, and we're not gomg

.. beyond them until we save Social Security because we don't. want to burden our children and our -

grandchlldren It is the r1ght thing to do

{

' We have asked for elght long months -- the other day the people here on this platform and
I asked just for one day -- just one day -- to vote on matters that are critical to the education of
our children. We are for 100,000 more teachers and smaller classes and 5,000 new or repaired |
schools and hooking up every classroom to the Internet, and after-school and summer school
programs for our kids. And they won't glve us a vote on it. It's a clear choice, but it will affect
the America you live in. ‘ .

We have pleaded for eight months for a vote on the patients' bill of rights because almost
all of you are going to be in managed care plans, and so are your parents and your children. And
I think they can do a lot of good to hold down costs: But I think if, God forbid, you get hit by a
car going out of this party tonight, you ought to go to the nearest emergency room, not one clear .
across town because it happens to be covered by your managed care plan.

And if you have a serious medical condltlon and your doctor says you need to see a
specialist, I think you ought to be able to see one. And 1f your employer changes health care




- prov1ders while. you re pregnant or getting chemotherapy or getting . other serious treatment I
think you ought to be-able to finish your treatment: and not be told to get another doctor That sa
big issue. :

‘But you won't get that patients' b111 of r1ghts unless we get the Congress, and you have it
within your power to give the American people that gift for the 21st century. . I just left, before I

-came to be with you tonight, a meeting of 25 nations, finance ministers, and central bankers --
‘the counterparts of Chairman Greenspan and Secretary Rubin -- sitting around a big room with

the heads of all the international financial institutions, talking about what we can do to stem this
global financial crisis, because it's morally the right thing to do for people around the world who

- are struggling to lift themselves and their children up, and because it is practically essential 1f we

want to keep America's economlc prosperlty go1ng

And over and over and over again people said, we appreciate the lead you're taking, Mr.
President, but the Congress of the United States won't even fund America's participation in the
Internatlonal Monetary Fund. If you want to send a message, if you want America's economy to
keep growing, you liked the last six years, you know then that we have to help the world to avoid

~ this Congress and do our part. It's a b1g issue. It sa huge issue.

e a1y e et e e i

, The young people in this audience should care about the environment -- more than their
parents and grandparents. You should care whether you're going to be able to raise your children
with clean air, clean water, safe food, no toxic waste, and no global warming problem. You .
should care about that. And you should have an opinion about whether it is possrble to grow the

economy and improve the environment. W1th all my heart, I believe it is.

In this budget, it is littered up hke a Christmas tree with what the Washington language
dubs "riders, riders, riders."” What they're doing is riding the environment down, and they try to
put them all over all these bills in the hope that the Pres1dent won't be able to even find them,
much less veto some of the bllls R o v

“You're going to be given a chanoe to say, our/gen"eration believes in protecting the
environment and growing the economy, and we do not approve of the majority's approach to

‘chipping away at our protections one by one. If you care about the environment and the -
_economy, you have to vote for the Democrats in this race for Congress.

So I say to you, we have to prove to the people of the Washington establishment here,
who say that mid-term electlons are always low-vote elections, that people like you know it's a
big deal. You know your future is riding on it. You:believe in what we've done in the last six

. years. You want everybody to have a chance to participate in our prosperity. You want this

education program. You want us to lead in the global economy. You want the environment
protected. You want the patients' bill of rights. And you want to save Social Securrty before we
squander a surplus that we worked six long years for. That's what you want. "

And you understand what the'choice is on the othér side. And you want this election to
be about you and your future. And you don't believe -- contrary to all the conventional wisdom -



- that all the minorities are going to stay home, all the young women are going to stay home, all
the young people are going to stay home, all the people that have the hassle of child care and
work and still finding a way to go vote are going to stay home, because you're going totell them
what the stakes are. That's what we're going to use your money to do. I want you to leave here
committed to using your voice to do the same thing and you will give America and your children
~ a gift for the new mlllenmum on Electlon Day :

Thank you and God bless you Thank you

END 9:05P.M. EDT
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
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The South Portico
10:00 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Today I would like to
talk to you about the steps we are taking to keep our economy growing
by keeping the world's economy growing. Less than 36 hours ago,
America closed the books on an era of exploding deficits and
diminished expectations by recording a budget surplus of $70 billion,
the largest on record and the largest as a percentage of our economy
since the 1950s. Every American should be proud of this.

Today, we received more evidence that the economy
remains solid. For fifteen months in a row now, unemployment has
stayed below five percent for the first time in 28 years. Over the
last year, wages have risen at more than twice the rate of inflation,
and now the economy has added more than 16.7 million new jobs since
1993.

Today, America enjoys a great moment of prosperity. But
we cannot remain an ocasis of prosperity in a world in which so much
of our growth depends upon trade and in which so many of our trading
partners are experiencing economic turmoil. We must hold to the
economic strategy that has brought us to where we are today and move
aggressively to deal with the challenges around the world. We must
maintain our fiscal discipline. When I supported targeted tax cuts
that we paid for in this budget, I made it clear and I want to make
it clear again: I will veto any tax plan that drains the new
surplus. We simply have to set aside every penny of it, not only to
set a good financial example around the world, but to save Social
Security first.

Second, we must continue ° lnvest in education. The
fiscal year has just ended; yet mgress still has not found time to
aAanA ma an arnmryAnrit atiAane kWi 11 —as \3ducation_ N . .

and send me an cuuvcucous: waaa wndt

sr classes, 100,000 new teachers,
modern schools, with every class able
y the year 200

To ensure prosperity for the American ccouomy, I say
again, however, we must continue to lead and we must move more
aggressively to lead in the global economy. Today, the world faces
the most serious financial challenge in 50 years. Our future
prosperity depends upon whether we can work with others to restore
confidence, to manage change and to stabilize the financial system.
Our chief priority is and must be economic growth -- here and around
the world.

Last month in New York, I outlined several steps we can
take immediately to address the crisis. I asked Secretary Rubin and
Federal Reserve Chairman Greenspan to convene a major meeting of
their counterparts to recommend ways to adapt international financial

10/9/98 12:55 PM
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institutions to the 21st Century. Yesterday, Secretary Rubin spoke

.about that, and I am pleased that, on short notice, Secretary Rubin

and Chairman Greenspan have arranged a meeting of finance ministers
and central bankers from the major industrialized nations and the key
emerging markets for next Monday here in Washington. I will
personally participate in their deliberations. The following day, I
will address the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to
underscore the urgency of quick action and the need for long-term
reform of the international financial system.

But we must do more to help the international community
respond to the challenges posed by the current crisis. And today we
are taking the following steps -- steps that build on the approach I
outlined a few weeks ago at the Council on Foreign Relations.

First, we must act to strengthen the international
financial community's capacity to limit the contagion. This week,
Secretary Rubin and Chairman Greenspan -will explore with the
International Monetary Fund and their G-7 colleagues whether best to
design a new mechanism, anchored in the IMF, to provide contingent
finance to help countries to ward off global financial contagion.
This step, combined with full funding for the IMF, would give the
international community a powerful new tool to help reduce the risk
posed by the current financial crisis.

"Second, we must help the people who have been hurt by
this crisis. As I said in New York, multilateral development banks
like World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-American

Development Bank have played a critical and positive role. Today, I

ask them to explore the following steps to develop a new emergency
capacity to lend quickly so as to help other countries reform their
financial sectors while also helping the most vulnerable citizens, to
use loan guarantees and other innovative means to leverage private
sector lending to emerging markets and to expand their own lending as
much as possible within their guidelines to ‘countries now affected by
the crisis who, desperately need an infusion of new cash.

Finally, the United States will take new steps to :
encourage American businesses to. continue exporting to and investing.
in emerging markets hurt by the crisis. Jim Harmon, the head of our
Export-Import Bank, will travel to Brazil, Ar¥gentina and Mexico over
this month. I have asked him to establish new short-term credit
facilities to make it easier for American businesses to continue

-exporting to critical Latin American markets. He will coordinate

these efforts with his counterparts in other leading industrial
nations to ensure that trade credit continues to flow during this
period of financial stress. That is very, very important to our
economy.

The Overseas Private Investment Corporation, OPIC, has
developed a-new instrument to help emerging economies raise money
from international capital markets. That also is very important. \
Now, with these steps, we are acting to protect our own prosperity
and to exercise responsible economic stewardship in the world. But
we cannot act alone. Congress must take some responsibility as well.
In the few working days it has left this year, the most important
thing Congress can do to prbtect our farmers, our ranchers, our-
businesses and our workers is to secure-full funding for the
International Monetary Fund. Congress cannot afford to delay
approving IMF funding another day. Every day Congress delays,
increases our vulnerability to crisis, decreases confidence in global
markets and undermines our prospects. '

Without giving the IMF the resources it needs, many
vital efforts to strengthen the international financial institutions

10/9/98 12:55 PM
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simply will fall short. We can have an honest debate about the best
ways to put out the economic fires abroad, but there should be no
doubt about whether we give the fire department the resources to do
the job. If Bmerica is to continue to grow, we must support the IMF.
If America is to continue to grow, we must lead. We cannot lead if
we won't even pay our fair share to the International Monetary Fund.
I have been asking for this for nearly a year now. The crisis
overseas has continued to intensify. This is inexcusable and we need
the money now; for Americans and their interests and for the
long-term stability of the world, this is terribly, terribly
important. .

We have done our best to manage this crisis, to mobilize
other countries. We want other countries to do more. We are not
going to be able to get them to do more if we won't even do what is
plainly our responsibility. No other country in the world has
benefited as much as we have in the last six years from the global
economy. We can lead back away from this financial precipice, but we
need the resources to do 1it.

Now, let me say to all of you: Remember where we were
six years ago. There were.some people who were saying America was in
decline. Today, we have a new surplus. We have wages rising to
highest levels in over 20 years. We have the confidence in the
country soaring. We have an unprecedented opportunity to build for
the future. But with all this turmoil in the rest of the world, we
also have a heavy respon51b111ty to the future. We know that a lot
of our growth has come because others were growing in the rest of the
world and could buy American products and American services., We know
we are going into an unprecedented time. This country has got to
lead. We've got-to be aggressive. We have got to stay on the balls
of our feet. We've got to be aware that this thing is changing every
day. S :

We can help a great deal to modify the difficulties, to
move the world back toward growth, and to keep our own prosperity
going. But if we're going .to do that, we've got to lead, we've got
to do our part. We can't talk about these things and not put up our

share of the investment. So, again, I say we're going to do what we

can. I'm looking very much forward to the IMF and the World Bank
meeting,. I'm looking forward to meeting with finance leaders and
the central bankers of these 22 countries. We're going to come up
with some good ideas, but ideas have to be followed by action. And
for us to take the action we need to take, the Congress has got to
provide funds for the IMF. Thank you very much.

Q How close are we to a recession? 1Is there a.danger
of recession in this world? :

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think the proper answer to that,
Sam, .is that about a quarter of the world is and has been in
recession. About a quarter of the world is in a period of very low
growth. The rest of us are growing. But in the nature -of things, if
you want growth to continue, you have. to restore growth in that part
of the world that's suffering now; and it cannot be done without

raggressive action -- as T said in New York a couple of weeks ago

-- aggressive action to restore the stability of the world financial
system, to restore the confidence of investors, and to deal with the

legitimate problems within each country that many of those countrles

have to deal with that we can't do anythlng about.

But there are three things we've got to do. We've got
to do what we can to restore stability of the world financial system,
we've got to restore ‘the confidence of investors so they"ll put their
money back in to markets everywhere, .and we've got to work with these
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countries to solve the problems within the countries that only they
can solve. But the answer to your question is, we don't have to have
a worldwide recession if those of us that enjoy growth w1ll take the
initiative and move now.

But we cannot afford to dally around here. If we'd had
this six months ago, we could have done more than we have. So I
think it's important that everybody recognize that we don't know --
nobody can predict the future with great certainty, but I have a lot
of confidence in the strength of the American economy and our. ability
to keep doing well, but it rests in large measure on our ability to
do the right thing around thé world.

But keep in mind, 30 percent of our growth in the last
six years has come from our ability to sell our goods and services
around the world. We. have a personal, vested interest quite apart
from our larger ethical responsibilities to lead the world that we've
profited so much from; we've got a vested interest in averting a
global financial slowdown by taking initiatives and dOing it now.
We've got to do it now. Cee

Kosovo?;

Q On Kosovo, should the world be surpiised that the
Serbs believed that they could possibly get  away with massive

bloodletting once again in-the region without fearing action. . from the

United States and in particular its European allies?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that's the argument I've beén
making for months, that we have seen, we saw in Bosnia what works in
dealing with Mr. Milosevic. And the Kosovo situation is somewhat
situation in that Kosovo is actually‘a part of Serbia, although by
law, ‘it's supposed to be autonomous But let me tell you what we're.
doing. Let's focus on what we're doing. We have been working for

months and months -- I have personally been working for months, first

of all, to get NATO and then to get the U,N. to send a message to Mr.
Milosevic to stop the violence. :

We have NATO working, we have the U.N. resolution. I
believe that our allies in Europe are with us, and I think that we
all understand and we hope he got the message. I think it is very
important. We have to be very, very strong here. We need to stop
the violence, get a negotiated settlement and work our way through
this. We don't want thousands upon thousands of people to be caught
up in a war or to starve or freeze this winter because they have been
displaced, and we are working very, very hard on it and we're
briefing on the Hill as well. :

I want to say a special word of appreciation to Senator
Dole, who has been very outspoken about this, very supportive about
an aggressive role for the United States, very understanding that we
cannot allow this conflict to spread again and risk what we stopped
in Bosnia, starting again in Kosovo. So we're working on it very
hard and I'm quite hopeful that we 'll have a positive resolution of
it. Thank you.

END - 10:15 A.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. For the past several days
Hurrlcane George 'has torn through the Caribbean costing many lives.
Now, as we speak, the hurricane is bearing down on South Florida. I
have spoken several times with FEMA director, James Lee Witt. For the
past day an emergency response team has been on the ground working with
the government and the people of Florida to prepare for the storm. We
are as ready as we can be, and we pray that the human and material
costs will be limited. ) : )

In the coming days we will work as closely as possible
with the State of Florlda to provrde whatever assistance will do the
most good : :

o " A few moments ago I signed_sto —gap leg&s&atign to keep
the government open and running at the start of the new fiscal year.

The legislation is a regrettable sign that the: Rggugiigagﬁga%%rity in
Congress -has farleg_tg,address the. Aurgent priorities o € erican

" people. There is only oOne week’ left | in TRISFi8Gal year, yet the ~ o

Congress has passed and sent me only one of the thirteen appropriations

bills to fund the cperation of the United States Government. And the

Congress is five months past the legal deadllne for passing a budget
resolution. :

By falllng to meet ltS most basrc governlng responsrblllty
the Republican majority in Congress_has*its_griprrtLas_wrong,
partisanship over progress, politics over people. " Moreover, on.key
national goals: improving education, providing affordable child care,.
expanding health coverage, protecting our environment, stabilizing the
international economy, the House of Representatives in fact, 1s moving
in the wrong direction. For example, at a time when opportunity
depends on education more than ever before, neither chamber has even
brought the Education Funding Bill to a vote. And the House is
preparing to deny funding for smaller classes, to cut after schocol
programs, to:cut technology in the classroom, to eliminate summer jobs.
At the same time somé law makers have attached controversial and
unrelated provisions guaranteed to mire these’ blllS in unnecessary
delay. :

- For six years our economic strategy of fiscal
responsibility, investing in people, expanding America's exports has
spurred lower interest rates and created conditions for the strongest
economy in a generation. If we hold fast to fiscal discipline we will

.enter a new and promising era of budget surpluses. We must keep our

economy grow1ng and use thlS time to meet the challenges fac1ng our

" people.

I have laid out a concrete plan of how we can continue on
that course to make smart investments, to maintain fiscal discipline
and to set aside the surplus until we have saved social security first.
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nka I have reached out to members of Congress in_both parties to work
toward these ends. It isn't too late. ng~99ngress cannot simply keep
passing patchwork spending plans, putting off e¢hdices about national
P e, SOy . r3 T T .
priorities until next year, or at least until after the election.

It is _time now for Congress to buckle down, to send me. the

e Tyt . V. . .
measures to keep the government open and to invest in education, in
health care, in other needs of the American people. It is time to put
progress over partisanship. We should do the job the:people sent us
here to do and strengthen America for the new century. '

Thénk you very much.

Q How do you think the‘Democrats are going to do in the
election? ‘ ' I

THE PRESIDENT: I have‘nothing to add to what I said.

“END . 9:10 E.D.T
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Well, if I had any sense I vyouldn't say .

- anything. Thank you, Bill. Thank you, Starr. Thank you, Len. And all of you, I can't tell you

how much I appreciate you being here. I'm delighted to see Lynn Schenk and I'm delighted to
see Christine Kehoe. And we are determined to see her prevail. If you want to do something for

- what you just stood up for, send her to Congress.- Send her to Congress.

'I'd also like to thank all of you who have been my friends over the years, and some of you
who I have just met today, I am very grateful to see you here. I'd like to thank all the people who
are responsible for our wonderful meal and the terrific musicians. Let's glve them a hand Didn't
they-do a great Job‘7 The Wayne Foster Group, thank you S0 much

It's nice to be here in th1s humble little house This is the first place I've ever been where
the fish are worth more than I make in a year. Listen, this is really a magnificent home. It'sa
real tribute to the work that Bill has done over the years and to the -- for the feeling that they
have for all of us that they open their home tous. And I'm very grateful to be here.

I will be brief. T've had a remarkable couple of days. I was in Ch1cago yesterday, which
most of you is my wife's hometown. And I got my Sammy Sosa Chicago Cubs baseball shirt,
which was promptly taken away from me last night when I met up with Hillary and Chelsea in

‘Northern California.

Hillary has been up.in Washington and Oregon and San Francisco campaigning, made an ‘
appearance last night for Barbara Boxer up there. And I'm here and I'll be in Los Angeles tonight '
and tomorrow. I'm going on to El Paso and San Antonio, Texas, and then I'm going back to
Washington on Sunday night to try to bring to a closure this session of Congress with some
productive action. But I cannot tell you'how much it means to me, not only as your President,
but as a person, what you have said here and what I have seen all across this country. And I'm
grateful and my family is grateful and [ thank you.



But there is something far bigger than all of us at stake here, and that is our country, our
system, and where we're going. And I tell everybody who comes up to me worrying about this,
that the real enemy of our party and our principles and our programs and the direction of the
country is not adversity. Adversity is our friend. It inspires us to action. It gives energy. It
gives us steel and determination. Our real enemy is complacency or cynicism.

You know, things are going pretty well for our country now, and I'm very grateful that I
had a chance to be President, to implement the policies that I ran on that I talked about six years
ago, I think, this month, when I was here with Bill and Starr at their previous home. I'm grateful
that we've got the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years, and the lowest crime rate in 25 years,
and thé smallest percentage of people on welfare in 29 years. And in just a few days, less than a
‘week now, we'll have the first balanced budget and surplus in 29 years. I'm grateful for that.

But the questlon is, what are we going to do w1th it? I'm grateful that we've opened the
doors of college to virtually anybody now who will work for it w1th tax credits, and the
deductibility of student loans, and more scholarships, and work- study positions, and that we
added 5 million kids to the ranks of those with health insurance, passed the Brady Bill and the
Family Medlcal Leave Act. I'm grateful for all that. :

But what are we going to do with it? What are we going to do with it? That's really
what's at issue here. Our friends in the Republican Party believe they're going to win in the mid-
terms, first of all; because they wanted me -- I don't mind the birds, it's just background music.
- Believe me, I've had worse background music lately.

The Republicans believe they'_re\going to do well in these elections, first of all, because in
every single election since the Civil War, with the President in his second term, the President's
party has always lost seats at mid-term. The second thing they're banking on is money. Even
though you've been very generous and you've come here, they always have more money than we
do, especially now that they re in the majority. But we have something that. money can't buy and
that hlstory can't overcome -- we are on the rlght side of the issues for Amenca s future

The history we want to make tomorrow and the next day and the next 10 or 20. years is
the right history for America. And all we have to do is to get enough of our people to understand
that, to get enough energy out there, to get enough people to show up on Election Day, and all -
‘the history in the world won't make a difference, and all the money in the world they have won't
turn the tide. Because people riow know that when it came to the budget vote in 1993, which
reduced the deficit by 93 percent before we had the bipartisan Balanced Budget Act, we didn't
- have a single Republican vote. They know we barely had any votes for the crime bill when we
banned assault weapons and put 100,000 police on the street, or for the Brady Bill. They know
that we had almost all -- and Democratic votes, barely any Repubhcan votes, for the Family, and
Medical Leave law

And if you look at the last year, when this country has had lots of challenges, and we had
the resources to meet them, what has happened in this Congress in the last year? They've killed
the tobacca legislation; to which Bill alluded. They've killed campaign finance reform.




They have taken no action on my educatlon program..

The other night, in a breathtaking move, the Republican_leader of the United States
-\ Senate actually had to shut the Senate down and make people go away for four hours because it
' wﬁ”’ was the only way to keep them from vo'ting_‘on the patients' bill of rights. And he knew if we

< M/( 2 ever got a vote, one of two things was-going to happen. It was either going to pass or they were
0

going to be punished for killing it for the insurance companies that wanted to kill it. So what did
they do? They shut the place down. Unprecedented :

Now, what thls is really about, this electlon is not what's going on in. Washmgton D.C;
t's what's going to.go on in the lives of the people in San Diego and El Paso and Racine,
Wlsconsm, and the Northeast Kingdom in Vermont and all the places in the country where the
people live who send people to Washington D.C. That's what really matters.

And there is a very clear ch01ce about what to do with this moment, and I think -- 1f you
just think about the things we need to do right now to prepare for America's future -- I'll just
mention five very quickly. Number one, we're going to have a balanced budget and a surplus on
October 1st for the first time in 29 years. They voted in the House and may vote in the Senate

~ for atax cut to start spending the surplus right away. E -

Now, I remind you, we quadrupled the debt of the country between 1981 and 1993 when
I took office. These surpluses in the years ahead -- they say, oh, well, we know we're going to

have them, so we can spend some now, and it's four or five weeks before the election, and won't

that be popular to just dish out a tax cut right here before the election. And it's the Democratic
Party that's standlng up for fiscal responsibility and saylng, no, and I'm saying no. And I 11 tell
you why ,

First of all, we have waited for 29 years.. We have worked for six years to get out of this
terrible hole. I would just like to see the red ink turn to black and watch the ink dry for a minute
- or two before we run another deficit. Wouldn't you like to see that? Wouldn't you just like to

see the ink dry? You know, they didn't want to wait a day Just to enjoy this incredible
achievement. Now, why is that important. Because we've got a lot of trouble in the,world today
in the world economy. I was up in Silicon Valley last night where they understand how dynamic
how things are -- they live in a perpetual state of change there But so do we all, and we dare not
'forget it. We forget it at our per11 -

We have to set a standard 1f we want to keep grow1ng thls economy that America, of all

"the countries in the world, is the most solid, the most sensible, the strongest country in the world.‘_

The second reason we shouldn't spend that surplus right now is that, before you know it,
the baby boomers will begin to retire, starting in about 10 years. I'm the oldest of the baby
boomers. People between the ages of 34 and 52, when we all retire there will only be about two
Americans working for every Amencan drawing-Social Security.” Unless something totally -

* unforeseen happens to the birth rate or the immigration rate, it will be about two to one.



The Social Security system today alone keeps half of the seniors in this country out of
poverty; that is, without it 50 percent of the seniors in this country would be in poverty, even
with their other sources of income. Now, if we begin today and make modest changes, we can
preserve the universal character of Social Security in the sense that it's a bottom line safety net
for people that don't fall into poverty. But we can increase the returns, make some other changes,
and avoid putt1ng an unconscionable burden on our children and grandchildren.

I'm telling you, everybody I know my age is worried about this. I was home a few
months ago and I had a barbecue about 6:00 p.m. in the evening with about 20 people I grew up -
-most of them are just middle class Americans, don't make much money. Every one of them said
they were plagued with the thought that their retirement would be a burden to their children and
their grandchildren. They're not wealthy people. They know they're not going to have enough.’

‘But they are plagued with the thought that they will have to-take money away from their chlldren

and grandchildren.

Now, we have worked for 29 years for this. It's the right thing to do anyway right now
because of all the instability in the world, for us to stay strong-and have this strong econoniy and
have this little surplus. But secondly, it's the right thing to do before we -- I'm not against tax
cuts. We have some tax cuts in our budget, but they're all pa1d for. But before we get into that’

- surplus for tax cuts, before we spend a penny of it for new programs, we ought to save the Social

Security system for"‘the 21st century, so that we do not either run a lot of seniors into poverty, or
undermine the welfare of their children and grandchildren. It is terribly important.

That's a blg issue that affects people who live outside Washington, D.C. The second big
issue -- it's very important -- again related to the economy, is I'm doing everythlng I can to limit

~ the financial turmoil in Asia now, to begin to reverse it, and to keep it from spreading to Latin

America which are our blggest markets our fastest growing markets for American goods and
services. ' : )

Everythlng I p0551b1y can to sort of rlght this instability in the international ﬁnanmal
system that you see most pronounced in Asia and Russia now could affect our welfare. Alan
Greenspan said the other day, more eloquently than I could, America could not forever be an
island of prosperlty For us to grow over the long run) our friends and neighbors all across the
world, on every continent, who are doing the right thing and working hard need to be domg

‘better as well. That's what this International Monetary Fund issue is all about.

For or eight months I have been pleadlng w1th Congress just to pay our fair share of the
International Monetary Fund so we'll have the money to stop the financial virus before it spreads
across the globe and beglns to bite us. That's a big issue, and it hasn’t been done yet.

The third thing I want to say is we will never be permanently secure in this kind of
economy until we can say not only that we have the best system of higher education in the world,

“but that every one of our children, without regard to race or income or nelghborhood has access

to a world-class elementary and secondary education.



And for eight months I have had before the Congress, fully paid for in the balanced.
budget, a bill that would lower class sizes to an average of 18 in the early grades and put another
100,000 teachers out there to teach them; that would build or repair another 5,000 schools '
because the schools are overcrowded; that would hook all the classrooms in the country up to the

_Internet by the year 2000; that would build 3,000 more charter schools -- an issue that California
has been on the forefront of -- that would, in short, keep us on the forefront of education. It
would also reward school districts that have poor. performance and a lot of kids-in trouble if they
adopted high standards, accountab111ty, no social promotlon but actually helped the kids, and
didn't denominate them as failures when they are young and they are no such th1ng

I was in Ch1cago the other day. Ch1cago used to be the poster child of a bad, failing,
urban school district. I went to the Jenner Elementary School, where every single child lives in
. Cabrini Green, one of the toughest public housing projects in all of America. In the last three
years, their reading scores have doubled and their math scores have tripled. Chicago has a "no
social promotion" policy, but if you fail they don't just say you're a failure. They say you didn't
pass the test and you have to go to summer school. The Chicago summer school now is the sixth
biggest school district in America. Guess what's happened to juvenile crime in Chicago. There
are now 40,000 kids in that city that get three square meals a day in the school. So that's also in
our plan, funds for other troubled districts to follow that model.

: ' J
: We also have funds for 35,000 yOung people to pay for their college education, and then
they can go out and work it off by teaching in under-served areas. This is a good program.
That's an issue in this election. It matters to you and to your future and to your children's future
and to your grandchildren's future whéther we can rescue, revive, and make excellent the pubhc
- educational opportunities of every child in thrs country. :

So those are three th1ngs sav1ng Social Security, stablhzlng the global economy, puttlng
‘education first. '

I'll just mention two others. Number one, one of the biggest fights I have all the time -
convincing people on both sides is that America has to find a way to protect the environment and
grow the economy, and that if we have to choose one or the other, we're in deep trouble. We
have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars complying with subpoenas from a congressional
committee that doesn't want me to give tax incentives and spend research and development

dollars to figure out how to grow the economy and reduce CO2 emlssmns And that's out of step
with the rest of the world.-

- I'was in San Bernardino County not Very long ago. with the head of the National
Assoc1at10n of Home Builders at a low-income housing project, where they had solar reflectors -
~on the roof that are so thin now they look like ordinary shingles, and glass that keeps out 40
percent of the heat and cold and dramatically reduces the power cost. And it improves economlc
growth It creates _]obs and 1mproves the env1ronment -- b1g issue. . o :

But bel1eve me, the budget I'm about to get unless they change the1r tune, 1s going to be
* riddled with th1ngs de51gned to-deny that and to weaken our env1ronment




" have beena supporter of managed care. Why? Because when I became President health care
- costs were going up at three times the rate of inflation. It was unsustainable. We were going to -
- bankrupt the country. There wouldn't be enough money left to spend on anything else.

- And finally, to me the thingthat embodies as much as anythihg else the great
philosophical difference that's at stake now in Washington is the debate over the patients' bill of
rights. Now, let me set the stage. There are 160 million Americans in managed care plans. | -

‘But it's like anything else -+ if the bottom line is just whether you save money rather than
the bottom line of saving as much money as you can consistent with the health of the people that
are bemg treated, you get in trouble. :

. And now many, many managed care plans have health care decisions made by insurance
company accountants, and you have to appeal to two levels up or more until you finally get to a
doctor. Our bill, which has the support of 43 managed care companies who are doing this
anyway and are being punished for it, says this -- it says simply, if you getin an accident, you
ought to be able to go to the nearest emergency room, not one that's five or 10 miles because

heorshecannolongereat your - condition andyou need toseeaspec1ahst you ought to be able

to see one. Number three, if you work for a small business who changes providers, health care

- providers, at a given time during the year, you still shouldnt have to change your doctor if you're
in the middle of a critical treatment. :

Now, let me _]l.lSt graphlcally demonstrate what that means. ThlS happens. These thlngs
happen. You remember when you had your first child. How would you feel if you were seven

- months pregnant and your employer says, I'm sorry, go get another obstetrician? If anybody in

‘your famlly has ever had chemotherapy -- I've been through that -- if your family member needs

chemotherapy, you sit around -- you try to figure out ways to make jokes about it. My mother

stood there thinking, well, maybe I won't lose my hair, or when I do, maybe I will finally get a

wig. Inever had to -- you think -- you try to be funny about it. And then you wonder whether )
you're going to be too sick to-eat, r1ght7 In the middle of a chemotherapy treatment, do you think

somebody would say, I'm sorry, go get another doctor? That's what this is about -- basic thrngs

Our blll also protects the privacy of your medlcal records, which I thlnk is very, very
important and will become more 1mportant in the years ahead.
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Now, the House of Representatlves the Repubhcan maJorlty passed a bill that guarantees
none of these rights and leaves 100 million Americans out of what little it does cover. The
Senate wouldn't even vote on the bill because they didn't want to be recorded so they shut down
busrness -

That's what this election is about. Don't be fooled about a smokescreen. This election is: -
Are we going to have a patients' bill of rights? Is our policy going to be to grow the economy
and preserve the environment? Are we going to put -education first? Are we going to stabilize
the global economy, so we can continue to grow? Are we going to save Social Securlty first?
That's what it's about



Py

And if we go out and say we are Democrats, this is what we're running for; we believe
elections should be about the people that live outside Washington, not about who's crawling on
- - whom in Washington D.C. -- everythlng 1s going to be ﬁne So Task you, go out there and make
sure that's what it's about.

Thank you very much.
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THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, there really is
nothlng for me to say. I want to thank the previous speakers, each
in their own way, for what they have given and what they will give to
the children of our country I believe that Secretary Riley is not
only the longest serving, but the most intensely committed and
effective Secretary of Education this country has ever had.
(Applause.) '

I thank the Vice President for the vivid plcture he
palnted for us of what is going on in these school buildings. We
have been out there. We have been in these buildings. We. have seen
them. I believe the largest number of trailers or temporary
classrooms, or whatever the politically correct term is, that I have
seen at one school is a dozen =-- in Florida. But they're everywhere.
And there are a lot of magnificent old buildings in- our cities that -
any person would be proud to go to school in if only they were fixed.

I'd 1like to thank Senator Daschle and -Congressman Bonior
and all the members of Congress who are here whom they have .
represented today, for a genuine, consistent, passionate commitment
to education that I have seen over my six years as President. - It has
never failed. (Applause.) : ’

Thank you, Kathryn Scruggs, for giving your life to the ‘
education of our children, and from the look in your face and the
1ilt in your voice, I'd say it's been a good gift both ways. Thank

you so much. Thank you. (Applause.)

. I want to thank all the educators who are here, Arlene
Ackerman, our friends from the AFT and the NEA and the other
education associations. And I thank the young children for coming
today for reminding us what this all about, welcome. (Applause.)
We're glad you're all here from Stevens Elementary.

" Let me begin where I meant to end: we can do this. We
can do this. This is not an insurmountable problem. We have the
resources; what we need is the will and the consensus. We need open
minds and open hearts. : _

Yesterday I was privileged to announce to the American
people that our nation has triumphed over an enormous challenge. The
red ink of the federal budget deficit has been replaced by a surplus.
We have brought order to our fiscal house; now it is time to bring
more learning to the schoolhouse. (Applause.) A

In the end we needed a bipartisan consensus to pass a
Balanced Budget Act that also had the biggest investment in the
health care of our children in a generation and opened the doors of
college wider than any act since the passage of the G.I. Bill.

- That's what we need now.

MORE




Think of the challenges we have overcome as a people in
the last six years. The crime rate has gone down to a 25-year low.
The welfare rolls are at a 29-year low. It's the first time in 29
years we've had a balanced budget. The unemployment rate is at a 28-
year low. The home ownership rate in this country is at an all-time
high.

We are capable of overcoming challenges that people used
to wring their hands about just a few years ago. But we have to put
the progress of our people over partisanship and politics. So we all
came here -- let me join the chorus and say we came here not to ask
for much from the majority in Congress, just one day -- one day for
our children and their future; one day between now and the end of
this congressional session to strengthen our public schools, to
provide those 100,000 teachers for the smaller classes, to build or
repair those 5,000 schools, to provide those after-school and summer
school programs to help our students meet higher academic standards.

In recent days Congress has given us a glimmer of hope
by passing a higher education bill that includes our initiatives on
higher education, that will help millions of Americans receive the
college education they need to compete in the global economy the Vice
President so vividly described. It reduces the cost of student loans
and provides for mentors for middle school students who can get a
guarantee that they will be able to finance their college education
if they stay out of trouble, stay in school, and keep learning.

I applaud the Congress, members of both parties who did
this, including many who are here today. Congressmen Goodling and
Kildee and Clay; Senator Kennedy and his Republican colleague,
Senator Jeffords.

But though we have the finest system of higher education
in the world and this is a good bill because it opened the doors to

it even wider, we all know we have to have the finest K through 12
svetem of education in the world and it has tn he there for all af

And yet no issue has suffered more from misplaced
priorities and partisan pursuits than America's public schools.
Eight months ago I sent Congress the education agenda that has been
described today. It demands accountability from everyone. It says
to students: we expect you to meet high standards of learning and
discipline, but we want to give you the help you need to meet those
standards. It should be bipartisan in its appeal.

There was a time when education was completely
bipartisan because no one asked you to register by party when you
sign up for school, because every American, even Americans that have
no children in our schools, have a direct, immediate, and profound
interest in the success of our children's education.

Congressman Bill Clay have been fighting for; to build or modernize
those 5,000 schools across those countries -- goals Congressman
Charlie Rangel and Senator Carol Moseley-Braun have worked for hard
for, for a long time now.

The plan also would connect all of our classrooms in
these new or renovated buildings to the Internet by the year 2000 and
train teachers to use the Internet properly and to train our children

MORE




to do the same. Every school in this country should be as modern as
the world our children will live in. One day, one vote, could make
it happen. :

The third thing we want to do on that one day is to help
our students meet higher standards; and if they're in troubled
neighborhoods or come from difficult families or have school systems
that haven't been performing well, we know they could be helped
immensely with summer school and after-school programs -- programs .
that Senator Barbara Boxer and Congresswoman Nita Lowey have been
spearheading our flght for.

I have seen the benefits of these programs all across

- America. Last week I visited a school in Chicago where all the
students came from the, I think now famous, housing project of
Cabrini Green. Students in Chicago no longer advance to the next
grade unless they can pass tests to demonstrate that they know what
they were supposed to learn. But if they have trouble passing the
tests, they are not branded failures, because the system has failed
" them. Instead, they are offered academically enriched summer school
and after-school programs. Over 40,000 children now get three hot
meals a day there. The summer school is now the sixth biggest school
district in the United States. And guess what? 1In that school I
visited in Cabrini Green, the reading scores have doubled and the
math scores have tripled in three years. (Applause.)

We only ask for one day for these initiatives =-- and,
oh, by the way, one day for a decent appropriations bill. That's the
job that Congress is supposed to do every year. (Applause.) And we
are depending upon the leadership of Senator Tom Harkin and
Congressman David Obey to see that we get that kind of appropriations
bill. The one the House has passed does not meet that test.

Let me tell you a little about it. It shortchanges our
youngest children in Head Start, our new initiatives in higher
education for mentoring children, and preparing quality teachers. It
shortchanges these after-school care programs. It shortchanges our
major education program to help children learn the basics. It
shortchanges my Hispanic education action plan. It shortchanges our
efforts for school reform and high standards and our commitment to’
hook all those classrooms up to the Internet by 2000. It even
shortchanges our efforts for safe, disciplined, drug-free schools.
It shortchanges our young people in school-to-work efforts. It
shortchanges workers who need retraining between jobs. It
shortchanges our efforts to help disadvantaged youth get jobs. And
in the House, unbelievably, it completely eliminates the summer job
program for half a million young people.

That is wrong. As your President, I will not stand for
it. (Applause )

' The men and women who are up here w1th me stand ready to
work with people in the other party and they only ask them to do it
for just one day -- to strengthen our public schools for an entire
new century; to affirm the bedrock American value that every child,
regardless of race or neighborhood or income, deserves the chance to
live up to his cr her God-given abilities. Just one day to put in
place a plan that will not only help those children, but in so doing
'will make sure that America's greatest days lie ahead. I thlnk it's
worth one day, don't you?

Thank you very much, and God bless you. (Applause.)

END . ' 3:54 P.M. EDT
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And we must act now to restart the engine of growth in Asia, where crushing debt has
‘brought many private firms to a halt, by helping to restructure firms and replace debt with equity
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